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T >~
s The communlty ofﬁbawson Clty, Yukon’ Terr!tory is examined both

t o
f A hlstorlcal and contbmﬁorary perspéctlve The bettlement oT“Dawson
/
orlglna;ed follow1ng the‘d;ssouery of gold on a trlbutary of the. Klondike
A < <
Rl‘éf in 189%96. . The subseque\t (lond1k9fg9id rush sparked ‘a massive pop-~

- ulatlon mlqratlon to a remote tarner of the northweitern Yukon, transformlng
. - J, » [N

‘a small mlnlng\banqx:lnto thpfl rgest Canad1an~c1ty west of WQankeg '1¥&i y
K

.
1n1t1ar‘exuberance of the §et lemﬁnt was soon réplaced by a long perlog_of

N

- AN

~ie a2

decline and decay. The erosyon of Dawson's twowmbjor economlc bases
A
p : . 3 :
o (mlnlng and Terrltorlal\CApltal fun tlons) in the last two decades’ p01nted

-
™ /

“to a p0551ble complete 'stagnation of the community
o :
- In’the past fxve yeaf! several faﬂtors have ir
2
v1val bf Dawson City as a v1ab1e communlty Qse results show that an
. & E - -
// 1ncrea51ng number of tourlsts are v151t1ng the Yukon and Dawson each year.

A B il

With the 1mo§ementat¢on of a fﬁstor%tlon program-in DawSOn, funded by the

h

', Federal Government, increases in tourism- wk%l prov1de the commug}ty Wlth
K A ¥

-

e ~

S

AN

ks

Xy

a relatively permanegt, albeit seasonal, economic: base _ln.addltlon Dawson's -

functlog as a minor ;eglonal service center, with respectﬁto government ¥
adggnistration‘and transportation, wili_a%§p‘supply'0awson uizh'the economic

¢f'basis neceSSaty for stabiiﬁeation oi/eyen a sliéht growth in;pa;ticuiar'
' the ggoxlm%tyVof Dawson to the soon to be completed Dempster ;;ghway, wh%¢hﬁ
-
i llnks the settlements of the Mackenzle Delta to the major populated areas
e ol
of Qanada v1a the Yukon, wxi@ 1ncrease the reglonal serv1ce functlon oﬁ&

. ~ EL U
* »

‘,thegcommﬁn)tﬁ as w;il as\bomplementlng Qawson [] hpngeoning tourlét resource.
. /,II ‘ " ;L , , -Y- [
- o The pnesent services ard fac1l t1es of Dawson are adequate
‘ ' :"b : L . i N
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even a slight grewth would place avstréin'on these existing facilities.

-~ They do however offer a ba51s for ngrovement at mlnlmal cost. \If in- -
: A

h f/ ' creaseduéage is gradual the communlty\wli\\be able to reorganlze and
Cox ‘
adjust these serfEEs,to meet ‘the growing need. -
- E —
e ' of lmmgdlate concern }s the nece551ty q& Dawson resndents
<
becomlng directly involved in the renewed v1ab111ty Kthe community. ﬁ
\/’ : . - ’ . .
R " Not only W1ll tHey beneflf\flnanc1ally but local contyol of commercial (\

R ) v _ .
. “#concerns may in faet rnfldbnce Ehe direction of futu de&élopment with%n.
R’ b + st N ‘\, »‘ # l " '
. _ . g
A e ther canmun’tty"u Eos ke, Sy Yo g Ao X
R AR . N “ - +- ' ~

: ‘\ -
E , L DaWﬁon s potentlal as a'&evmtal&zed communlty 1n‘%he North
I - 4 , . /-

L has kncreased slgnlflcantly fn the past five years and w1t§_careful

¥ﬁ reallstlc plannlng and greater reSJdent part1c1pat10n the cgkhunlty wull

contrlbute to further Yukon devg{epment
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CHAPTER I

FcS
INTRODUCTION .
- \\\ '\
W\

* -y W : -3

N 1:\ . ) . . . - .

N The very real possibility of a pipeline $nd'hccompanying roadheing
condtruycted across the northern reaches oﬁ the Yfikon and the Northwest -

i3

K
e

" o ¥
ue o L Iy
Ter?itories, or along the Alagka Hi%hway, is indicative of %he potential
A ;o <
sgale of developme%t that may well emerge in norfliern Canada wi%hin the
) : .
L £

i ‘ - . . .
next decade. Other less efbansive projects, i.e. mineral resources, hydro—/sf

+

clectn;c power, and tourism, will accompany or even preéede this larger-
-

scale developmeng. Alghough development has, for the present, been sus-

aended the future trend will likely see a return to the polio&es of the >

late 14%0'5 and é%rly 1970's. This asgumes Federal Government policies

> ‘ J - "

5 . -
will be the primary influgnces in the North/‘establishi:;\controlled pro-

Ty s ' }

grams_"to encourhge viable economic deve}opment w;}hin'regions of the
y

Northern Territories/so'as to gpallze tholr potemtial contribution.&o the
- a
Lves

. ’ : . . 1
national economy and the materlal wéﬂl-belng of Canadians."
-

As development proceeds there will. be a strengthenlng of populatlon
- "" '
~z )

‘ ShlftS to existiing settlement areas as well as thé creation of gntlrely

N
—, 3 X
new communities Both types of settlements will have to cope with an

i

1ncrea51ng 1nten51ty of soc1afl economic, polltlcal and Spat1a1 pxoblems.

The lmmedlate 1mphct of small scale and large seale development upon ESS

settled areasfw1ll be severe, as it already has been in Many northegn
- v

. A
. oo : )

lJ Chnretien, Northeyn Canada in the 70's. & Report to blie Standing
Committee on Indikn Affalrs and Northern Develepment March 28,%1972, p. 3.
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commUnltles, dut the afteér-effects will bg even more devastatlng unless

.

dcarefully designed and implemented policies are b&ought forth. As Chretien

t

FN
prevlously stated, "Our concern shpuld‘not be with developﬂent itself -

- for alone it 1s neither good nor bag\ The consequences ?f)deVelobment are

what- is 1mportant n? Nowhere in northern Canada have the negatlve con-
. - ’ /.l

_sequences of developwent been ‘better exemplified than in Dawson‘tity,

\

ui - - i . %
Yukon ’I‘err:Ltory./é ) ' ~— { ‘ : :}J ‘
Sy Mihingkylong~the primarg economic bagg,of the Yukon, generally
, Kk e
does not foster community lo%' vity Mlnlng towns are by deflnLklon llnked
~\ S :

to the life of the d@e body/gnless tney can, durlng their productive years,

A
diversify their ecofiomic base. Yet even the opportunities for diversi-

'
Pl

fication are limited in a northern setting. Government administration &ﬁd
towrism are the most frequently ou! lined alternat;ves yet ShﬁhLof these

h 3 ” W - . .,

as its own llmltlng factors \ st . \

The. §ettlements of the Yukon refleqt the consequencea og prevmous

,development . Waves of exploration and exploxtatlon have[wa shed over,these

A .
‘communltlesbrlnginglrrever51ble change The Klondike gold rush of 1898,

the construction of the Alaska nghWéy durlng th\‘Second WOrld"WJr,~and

K

. .
the mlneraLLsurges of the”past two decades, have succe551vely brought

— (,

‘peOple, technology and 1mmense change to the Territory. Yet, each‘lnv

N
turn has receded.frdm its 1n1t1a1 thrust leavxng once’ agaln the 'consequences
AN T |
S y\

, ) | —
A T
\

) ] A . e Y
Let it not be misunderstood that (development has had,only negatige

of devslopment.

- ”\' - PR
‘. H . - - . . g
> , “75 ~ LI ; L4 0 R
J. Chretii%, Plain Talk. Sgeech to Inuvik Chamber of CommerCe, Tnuvik,
N.W.T., Juhe 12, 1972, p. ' : - ;

3w. Lautséh, Yukon Mining Settlement: An Examination’ of Three CommuQLtles\‘
Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Unlver51ty of ALberta, Edmonton, 1972, p. 197.
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results, for progress is mqrely advance ‘and re-consolidation, trial and
..error, yet in each instance the communities of the Yukon have beénvld?t”:z PN
\." . — ) e > . . . .
.sgérred unfitting in their new moulds that development has cast far them.
Lotz (1970) eveh goes as far as to‘say "at presentgfhe¥3ettlements\of

the Yukon act as hummocks Dlrty, segregated, dlsfunctlonal,,expen51ve *
k2 | i \\\

to run, they are placeé&where people live a minimal sort of lifeﬁi."4 Y

munities have died, others have survived by a contraction of population \
| g | | | ' X
and services, while others are'%p.the throes of seeking a brggder, neyer
. ‘v .._‘, \:’\ h v -~ B . . '

“gffonomic base. 3\

: : | | : , N .

Dawson/city is an example of this latter type. Dawson,” as a
AL , v 3

former non-renewable resource exploitation center, exhibits inﬁits pre-
"\( ' ) ! i ‘ . :
¢

sent-day cond;tlons the possﬁble dlrectlom»of setglements in the North

~"Dawson in many ways, merely hlghllgh?g the problems of all thon settﬂE—
ments, " L o ‘ ’ ' ' : _
& e L . . t . . : X

L a7 ‘ o . LR | AN
PROBLEM _ S o = _ o “©

o . ,
. ' Dawson Clty began as a t;%ical mlning camp, a boom town of the

North. The dlsoovery of gold on ghe trlbutarles of the Klondlke Rlver Loy

. in 1896 sparked an unparalleled rush to the&?orthern reglons of the Yukon k/'

i . & /
sTerrltory The settlement of Dawson Sprang up at the Junctlgn of the YA
- L - y» ) .
5 - o . , B - . )T\ S ) . / ;
. i . . )%t A .
.,VJ Lotz, Northern Realltles, New Press* Toronto, 1970, p 221. ﬂf“

N . 4 - :
5Dawson Clty as it has off1c1a11y been known 51nca_l§02 is often 51mp1y
referred to as Dﬁwson\~ The nages: will be. used lnterchangea?ly in this

”stud . , AN W
Y p \ | | .

¥

~
\ Lotz, Northern Realities, p. 261, . - ol Y .
'; c . \ Los - - . I K3 . - ’ i N
' > AR . ) -~ ) - ‘
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Klondxke and Yukon Rivers and grew rapidly io become the largest Canadian

c1ty west of Winnipeg It had an estimated populatlon in excess of 23§000
/, ﬁ,and offered a nungr of publlc services as early as 1899{}' However, much

of the transient populatlon departed asﬂ{?e yield from the gold decreased

and mining clalmsycame more under the control of large, vesﬂgd interests

By 1921 the communlty populatlon had been redﬁced to 921\and this reé.
4

malned rela\$vely constant for the next twenty years.

& A major change in the’ status of Dawson occurred follow1ng tﬁé com=

gletlon of the Alaska Hﬁghway durlng/the WOnﬁd War Two*years. The situ—

-~ ~'I"‘ e

" ation of'*hltehorSe, at the end™of rail transportation to tldewater and

thus an 1deal center for constructlon supply and work‘qotenplal concen-

trated much of the Yukon populatign thhln the Whltehorse dlstrlct ' This -

4 ® .
was fuﬁther agcentuated by the transfer of the capltal of'the Yukon
Terrltogy from DawsoﬁQto Whltehorse 1n 1951. The los% of the government

admlnlstratlon functlon eroded Eﬁ’lmportant econo@fc base of Dawson.

’

The communlty suffered another economlc setback w1th the - closure

_!y_; A .

“

o of the Yukon Consolldated Gold Corporatlon S d?édges in 1966. Desplte

,7 . the loss of ltS'tWO primary eﬁbnomlc bases,, Dawson c?ntlnued to surv1ve,

‘\
/although requlrlng an 1ncreasing ‘amount of flnanc1al aid from the Terrltory
i . h
o to offset conditions && decline and decay;‘ At. thls poant the prgébects
)
VAANY

for Dawsog,were reduced to three alternatlves.. Kz\a decllnlng communlty H4

oF
- . .
E ’ S ‘ /1

it could continée its dependency upon Terr1tor1a1 funds or secondly, it - Y

\ i
could reach thevstagqﬁof complete stage%tlon as its population decreased,
. : 3 A ’ . - . : . . R

’

e -

7M. zaslow, ‘The Openingsof the Cangdian North, 1870-1914. McClelland and
Stewart Ltd. , Toronto/Montreal, 1971. p. 142, S ) ;
8 ' ) ’ ‘
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leadmg {o a complete deter}oéatlon of facilities and services. Thirdly,
J;,
a long-range development coul/d be formulq}ed based on consolidating

exlstlng functlons, in ord\& to determine Dawson s future ro§£ An- the—

: development of thf northern Yukon. . It is the potentlal of this third//

alternative tRat constitutes the focus of this study.

A

PURPOSE A : }’* N
g , ' ' . ‘ F/:*

Co : ‘ B N .

Since 1971 several factors have indicated a possible revival for

Dawson. It'lks ‘the identification and eval'uaté'on of ‘these factors that is B

the concern of this thesis,,, Prior to field research these encouraglng
4 .

factors were del:l.neated and expressed‘as obgéctlves of stucf'y Theg

‘fhjectives incl’dedi : measuring the impact® of t;}grlsm upon Kawson,

evalua&lng the sxgnlflcance ﬂf p}{esent and future road transportatlon to :

- the Dawson area,' i.e. potentlal m’fneral or plpellne development, deter-«

po R

mining what role Dawson plays as a minor regional serv1ce center for the

northern Yukon, measurlng the degree‘f‘«to whlch a renewed placer gold

mlnlng 1ndustry hag"benefltted Dawson, and flnally, to valuate the con-

!

“solldated 1mpact of these fa}otors upon the pQSSLble v:LabJ.llty of Dawson

-

: : A Lk
HYPOTHESES B . \‘)& v
o , , , A
Pl From thése objettives a series of WQrkimj.hypothesess we_r‘e' fofmu-
‘lated:” , - F . 1 T : A
- | e S S £
: . . - i ]
, 1. ‘"Qe_,tourist resource, although of a short )
—r S seasonal duration, is, -at fresent and T -
‘. for the forséeable futdre,the jsingleMhost ST
\’K ‘ signififam ccxnponent of’t})e 'ec‘onog_xi'cuha-se 4 N
v T ol \ ‘ ‘ o~ X

T

K
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RESEARCH METHOD

» '.eu‘
" 3, ﬁ o .1*" - , i
A }'—:g‘ ¢ Fo% 6
e 8 ¥ : &
s . . o \ Coae X : _5
| o o RN 3
A of Dawson.é P v ﬂ° , \ , )
- o 2. The resent and fut e use of the dempster
4 R p U{ P
v '
Highway and other connecting road ne§works
. . o Lt )
w111 51gnificant1y increase the trangport-. : !
W <3 . ’ “ g
atron functfgn of Dawson. Ty # ¥

" 3. Dawson is an important-minor service center

Ve - _ ,.‘§¢ o . : : L

for the northern Yukobn, performing business,
' communication and government administra#ivé
e ~ functions. ‘
| 4. Placerming has 1imited benefl ‘
. 4. Placer minigg activity has limited benefits
\ niniga aceivity has diniced beneritey
for Dawson, mainly»in a: seasonal rather than
afyear—roupd‘basis}-‘ e ' R N

' ' ' \Y
The dgsessmeﬁt of each of these contrlbutlng factors ylelds an overall o

P .
¥ e

hypothe51s: Dawson C1ty has achféved stablllzatlon as a settlement 1n

the Yukon Territory with future prospects indicat%@q a renewed v1ab111ty

r/

s

‘#, R

PN '#:&( L R U
Fleld research was carrled out ln Dawson and: Whltehorse from Jhne

&

\,\ -

. o
- through August, 1976 Prior tc evaluatihg the\study objectlves a geo—

. *
,%raphlcal ana@y51s of Dawﬁfn ftself was necessary Utlllzlng publlshed

‘-

materlalﬂﬁpq=&g§§rv1ew/‘she gresent form, functions’ an@ facxlltles of et

w \ #- A

Dawson ‘were” dete*m*ned An examination of social components such as &

- s ~

_hbusﬁng, education, populatiqn-and social strhcturefwaS'also chpleted

- s o e

\
Fuxthef‘da!& were éolhected in &wo forms -\One was the exahinatlon -

\&,.

of ertlnent ub Waterial and the second,was a serles of interviews
p P 3

w1gh tw° populatlon seg%ents ¥ hel v ‘4'

&

)F‘ - T Aot : * oo
. . ( . ’ . : . .
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A review of published documents involved all three levels of govern\

L3

ment present in Dawson; Fedeﬂk} Territorial and City administrations, In
addition, information was obtained from interviews with gove&ment’personnel.

In particular, officials of ghe Territegfal and Cityﬂéexels of government
w;re extremely}pelpful in providing access to traffic counts, higbyay
A ’ ‘ .. ’ ¥y

oA

~'r'sma'ir'n'ten.anv::s_‘,stat,:i.sti‘cs and licensg>agpfications for busigesses, hunting

e

and trapping permits and water rights. Indiyjduals associated with

comhunity'organizations such as 'the Klondike Visitors Association (K.V.A.)
\»,i ’

were also generous in provxding requestlﬂ data. ﬁf well the Yukon '

s

: Vs
Archives and Yukon Territorial Library were important sources of information,

-y

~
et N
y .

e5pecially when dealing,withfthe historical aspects‘of'Dawson. 1 W

e N L, . . . . e
A seéond method of data_collection was a series of 1nterv1ews.

A

—Two' questionnaires were utilized; one for a samplingkof DawsonareSIdents

\\\\\ e >
and the bther for a sampling ‘of todiists The questionnaires were lefty:
¥, \. R o<

.with\the respondents ang collec%ed*at a later oate This method was felt

~a
25
to benpreferLble to on-site interViews as it bad_;he agyantage of giVing
: ¥ -
'ﬁbspondents ample 0pportum1ty to con51der and complete the questionnaire.

'Although this particg%ar method requirgdyywre perservance, as follow—up

o e ' t : LS T -

rvisits were often requiredlto encourage completion of the'questionnaire,v
< ')’

it is felt that. the responses were of greater depth aﬁd con51derat10n

i ‘ il

, than'on-site interviews would- have provided Th light of other ré%earchers',

. * " : £, >
exper1en¢e in the North (Black, 19;5 Laatsch 1972) 1t was preferable to ,V
S —_— »
give’ the resgondents as much flex1bhll€y, w1th regard . to time,as p0551ble,
rather than_attempt a structuredxinterv1ew sitdgtion. .

: o ™, X
, ‘The tourist questionnaire involved a sampling of the tourist o
%, r N o
pdpulation fravelling thrgpgh Dawson ,Dwgvto lack of time and manpower, -

‘ V4 :%»_ R . w N .

L | . Y . Y
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. i . . &
only.sevenﬁy-seven intexyviews were obtained. Also,g certain bias was /

introduced as all the interviews were conducted at the Museum in Pawson

o

, 4 ‘
City. However*she rgéults of this tourist survey were used ig conjunction

Aith the results of a Parks Canada sﬁfvey that was completéd during the
AR

same time pexipd. The Par..§ Canada tourist survewa corifucted hy a private
. = P ) : .

)
4
’

-research firm, B.C. Research Ltd. of Vancouver, had less financial and

. , -

temporal %onstraints so thgir findings wére used as a contrdl in measuring'-%
" A
the initial objecEive, the‘impact of tourism upon Dawson.
Ny ~ b
) i
The‘researkh methods utx?lzed attemp{ed to evaluate two 1mpo§tant

w & —1'

' ]
'fact%;s. Firstly, what was the present skate of the community? Would théﬁ;

, -
) X : ‘

-present facilities be\ablc to support*community growth, if indeed this was

, N ,
4 ’

ifﬁeiy? Secondly, t:éndsxcf fhe past five years wereéesfablished in order

N / . .
to evaluate the SLgnlflcance %e Dawkcﬁ of*the oJEllned objegtlves ~1f ]f B

- .

'

1n€?baslng trQnds in tourism afld transp%rtatlon, goverggent admlnlstratlon
4

~

and mining functlons could be determlned then these might prdbe to be

-indicaLive of Dawson's future direction.

7

METHOD 6F ANALYSIS

-~ RN

!

o . : ) i : : . FAN
‘V”\ The analysis of data consisted of grouping questioﬁkaire resﬁonsést

A

"~ and constructlng simple frequegsy calculatlons. " These weiﬁ then compared

2

w1th thé much larger ParksJFanada Survay. : Other methods of analysls

/

19¢budeﬂ)the compllatlon of data ftom Government and prlvate sod}ces te&

L Y s
eftabllsh currenb/trends Operatlng in the Dawson area. ‘ .
N - : : , ’ "
« 7 ' A . S
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/ .
In the prev1ous two d7cades a_large amount of research has been
. A
‘devoted to man's attachﬁ%nt to the land in northern climes (Stonéa 1954).
LA

> e

An 1mportant facet ofi-this -research has baen ‘the study of the origlns,

patterns and functions of both established and recent settlements. Fried
: o

(1963) categorlzed settlements in Northérn Canada accordlng to the\QEgree

’ .t i
of planning, the functions or tasks pcrformed and the na%ure éf the social
. A

‘organizat;pn in each community.  Laatsch Pi972) examined the deveIOpment

Y

~a

"

of the Yukon mining town while Duerden (1971) s&udled the evoLurhon and \

natuxe of contempordry gettlemgnt patterns 1n téé kaon. In a study si@miar

-
- .

~.

to the one outlined here Black (1975) examined populatlonvmlgratlon between
e o ‘ _._/. » _ -

- Inuvik and Aklavik in an attempt to ef@lain éhe stability Qr\growﬁﬁfof

Y .

- X X .“ ' -

. AN Ty ' R ! ‘
—  Aklavik, contre;y\to Federal Goyernment polloy. L -
’ k‘ - 0 \ 4 ‘-‘ ? '
Y 4+ Within the Yukon%Territory, Dayson has’long been, a fbcus of\Qttenr

4
tion. An hlstorlcal approach to Dawson has been offered by Berton (1958)

~and most recently by. a consﬁ’\:at;.on study frotﬁ Ahe Dbpartment)of gndla;{

»* L : o~
and Northern Affairs 1974) L ) ’

. Lo . 0 § : : '
Prior to the 13%2 Dawson City chtlvall - Egportféas prepared to
- appraise thq planning needS’of'the Festival as well as those of the g N

' community. The conclusxon pf thls‘appralsal offered two alternatlvés for
) 7 ILLM 4 . o /NJ
Dawson, tha: of :Becoming a true mining ghost town or- preservatfon as an N
. - o~ NN v

historicai;sipe’oﬁxCanada (Lotz, 1962). ’Subsequently a geglonal monograph

- -

—

-

o A ’ LT [ o

on_the Dawson area was prodoced as a fontrlbutlon-to the Yﬁkon‘Reseagoh

7 -~

- A - . - N . - . . .
‘ g . (o

\e Dawsonjclty‘Festlval was orgaﬁiued by the Départment of . Northetnx.

Affairs to stimulate 1dteresb.1n the Rlondlkefcold Rush of. 1898.  The .

» festival was to bezan annual -event in Dawson + <. L ks
v : B . -
N . o o
v S~ ~ ! » B

X - 7 - - 7 N \ Ty N ~
R 1 - X . 7
Pl NN |
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Al . . . :
Project under the auspices of the Northern Co-ordination and Research /

Center of the (then) Department of Northern Affairs and National Resources
¥ : v, . -

(Lotz, 1965). The purpose of the monograph was "to dptermine what happens.

: ’ ) o v . . . -
economically and socially, to a townwz?ose main econemit; bage Ads ETewly

~ RS

disa;ﬁpearing."ll .

: ' . . ' - *
< This study Mas further updated by Duerden \1971). In a study of

the present settlement patterns of various Yukon communities, Duerden
. Y - P _\'.._\ : ) - . \

N - .
outlirfed Dawson's form and functiogs as they szeared in 1968, These latter:

- . it - .-
three studies are impértantLas'theyldocument the trend of decline and decay

o~

A further study by l.otv 31970) was of ‘a broader relatlonshlp to

-northern Bettlement but many of tﬁe prdblems examlan in Northern Realities

4w . ~
"have BTrect relevance to.Dawson, As arf‘ appendlx \:o the study,;the author

dffe@kd guidelines'fot’a redevelopment-séheme fox Dawson. P
: ¢ e Co '

< More rccently app11c§ble werg‘two works pubilshed b}\a prlvate
consultlng flrm, Synergy Nest Ltd of Calgary, under{contract to the ,/1“V/

¥ LA

§,‘Xukbn‘retritoria1 GoVernmen;. "The publications, A Reportsbn Dayson Clty‘

~ Y L .
S RN ; Pa— A

/ Serxlces, 1975 and A ConmunxtyGPian for Daw$on, 1975," presented a. serles

—

T

& . ¥ - S x N

- - f : -
-of conclu51ons and recommendatlons'that are to provxde a background for

I

o'

?eﬁiy.the ;edevelOpment.prupos4l.of Ldt2~(1970)ﬂaqd these latte: two reports

offerlng any solutlon 3? Dawson' s problems The émefgence of several
/.f\- . . “‘ﬁ_ N
factors since- 1971 encouraglng Dawson”s v1ab111ty has 1ndﬁcated a need

occurring in Dawkon at the time. o ' \

~/'—

' -
future development and attalnment of . communlty goﬁT%. T " oA ]

The bp&k ‘of - the llterature has.empha51zed the decay of Dawson w1th =

t‘\- ',/ ™~ \'., ~ ~ ' \‘—“ P ) )‘

for a rg:examanation of bawson ] present .position and poténtlal growth

other 1iterature of. lmportance refeqn to the gene}al condltlon .of
: S ’

A —— \J?( .

llJf Lotz, The Dawson Area:- A ﬁ%glonal Mono§¥aph” Canada Deparfhent ot
Northérn,aﬁfalrs and Natigpal ‘Resources, Ottawa,‘l965, p. 3

v . I
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the entire Yukon. Studies on tourism (Lammers, 1969) (Carr, 1968), the

{

o~
road network ﬁmremayne, 1974), the potential of the Yukonygconany (Carr,

future of placer mining (eilbert, 1974) (Hester, 1963), the 1mprov1\2

1968) and the phy51cal characterlstxcs of the study area (Bostock, 1958),
relate to Dawson on a‘ﬁEneral basis. A more complete review of related

literature is included wmkhin the detailed bibliography.

Thls skudy presents an examination and analysxs of\oawson C1ty

at the outset of a new development era‘ih the North In this Dawson can

be important to other northeantcommunltles. It is one of_many similar ﬂ

‘Territori%l funds. Although Dawson has an’ addltlonal advantage of his~,
: : . 1 .

«r ~ ’ AT . 4
— .

settlements througho&i'the Canadian North in terms of population, social

structure, declining economic base anddependencyon both Fe%gral end

N

iy ‘ s L g
--Kt?rical prominéncé, the rcv;tallzatlon,of Dawsonfwoaidshave s;qnlflcant

/

-

;,

. ) ”1 ) . . v . ' . B .
implicatigns for other-gimilarl? structured commnnities._ /:
N \0‘". ¢ .
Lotz pogld the question twelve years ago; %Can Dawson, with its °
. v e o
decayed physreglwstgycturef, lnaﬂequate servxces and large number of poor

“u,

famllles, serve these functlons adequa ely aﬁd,ﬁlthout heavy sub51dy in

PR 5% " - -
thé‘future ..Thls is the questlon tha wrll have té\be answered in the
-vnext few years."12 The evaluation of growth factors, expressed as object-

&

w®

s

ves, will attempt to answer thigs questlon and’ establlsh Dawson s potentlal
- |

degree of viability.. - - S N ’ . \ S
- . B k4 . i 3
. P o 3- . '
¥ Pad .
) ‘ L N "},’/;
/ S 1 ~ - N\
Y '{ v ) ~
i . ) . . R N :
121bid., p. 202. - T
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. THE GFOGRAPHIC SETTING -

Y v v , “;f,

’v' . ’ ;’

.‘r’

I

Loca™ON
- oawe 1}
) 3
/ . . -

% ‘
.. Dawson City'is located in the nort rn Yukon at4latitude 64o
! f

04*' N and longitude 1390 25' W, It is appyoximately 528 kilometers (33&

i

mikﬁssknorthwest of “ﬂitehorse and 96 kilometers (60 miles)y.past of the
" , & , . . )
Alaska~Yukon boundary. Dawson is 1840 air kilometers (llSO miles) or

%. . 2600 road kilometers (1625 miles) from Edmonton, AlbertJ. (See Figure 1),

: : : ) -
g = - TOPOGRAPHY . ) ‘
- . ‘ . . R . & \\
o
Generally the #opography of the.§ukon Territory ;s characterlzed

by three *goad plateaus, the central Yukon,‘the northern Parcupine Pl&teau,.

¥ Q

* ) N
These plateau l‘nds seldom exceéﬁ twelv@*hundred mete;;j)4oob ft.) in
,J .

‘elevatlon and- tqg bordeslng mougtaln systems range from the Ogilvies at

<1 .
r . /"":‘
twenty—o#% hundred meters (7, Ogg‘ft ) to the Selwyns at twenty-one

fhundred to twenty-seven hundrea meters (9,000 ft.) and the m3551ve St.

&< '
‘Elias- Mountalns, in whnch\many peaks ekqeed three thousand meters (10, 000_
e 4 v : ) .
/?’t ). : - o o S |
. o . o
S T \Each,of the upland areas has been dissected by numerous river’
’ .- » , o A , .
- systems resulting inla,lands;ape of.bgped river valleys and narrow
. <

a3

L

.
. é%stock H.S., Yukon ‘Territory, Canadlqp Geographlcal Journal Vol. 85,°

Ocgobes 1972*p 72. N

2Laatch, Yukon,MininéASettlement, 1972, p. 12.° v, 7£
. y ' 4= : i , ' - N
. ) s ;’ - % /,’ o 12 ' . .

Pnd the eastern Liard Plain, each surrounded by‘a\sfrles of mountaln ranges,

s

.
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. O—Shaped stream vaileys confined by low roundéd hills and long, branching

ridge ciifts. (See Figure 2). ;These higher elevations~Qveragezbetweén
P : - POt . S e
% e ,
, ~three hundred tQ&rty-five meters (llQS ft.) and eight hundred and forty
~ ' T the & ‘ ' T
/ " meterg (2500 %t.) above the major drainage courses. = .
\' ‘The largest area, the Yukon Plateau, encompasses most of the
developed and inhabited areas of the Yukon Territory. The Klondike region
T i > - - - B
‘15 one d%land afﬁa Ehat constitutes a portion of this plateau.::
’ . N\ g , ,"v .
L .
\ The Klondike region is a typical example of
P ' . . the thoroughly digSected upland. It forms :
e part of the Yukon plateau and old peneplain, . o
—y . clevated at one period in its history into
' a high plateau and subsequently decply en-
trenched by a'multitude of gmall streams,
- tributarycto khk main water courses. In
. | . - P
\\ . - TR -~~comparatively recent t1me$, a. second ele-
. - - vatory movement has taken place, resulting
PN > " ~in-a futher decrening of_the valle¢s of - NS
N from 500 fecet Eo 700 feet. Portions of the L
» . 0id valfé bottoms, still covered, with :
. heavy accumplations$ of gravel, occur at
many points, forming terraces of'varying
=7 . 7 _\ width, bordering the pewér valleys.~. .
N P
N \ . o - : : BARAN | _
. 7 The gold—prbducipg ﬁrea ofy the Klondike region meatures about - 2072 sg. .
\ kil&meters (Sgﬂ sq. miles}. The fegioﬁ'was delineated by Gleason (1970).
. o .
<§ing;Solom0n Dome, at the head of Hunker
Creek, has an élgvation of 4,048 feet and
. is about 3,000 feet above Yukpn River at
~~al . > . ~
T Dawson. The imgbrtant gold-bearing creeks
—— flow from the Dome and the ridges that ex- ,
tend northwest from it. Bonanza, Hunker = . '~ - ]
r— ' and Allgold Creeks drain northward “into. o '
Klondike River; Quartz Creek, Dominion ‘= | =
Creek and its tributaries, Sulphur and Gold
fu 3ﬂis. Bostock), Yukén Terﬁitbry, Selected Reports of the Geoloqiggl Survey -’
v of 'Canada 1878-1333. Ceol. Survey of Canada, Department of Minks and
Technical Surveys,'Memoirﬁ284, Ottawa,. 1957, p. 65. 2
X . B . . v
"/ R . ".‘_)\ R ~ \-‘.
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Run Creeks, drai .southward intg fndian
River/ Klondik River and Indian River . : -

- = flow west iffo. Yukdn River. These two
: rivers more or less mark the northern . N P
» and southgrn boundaries of the K1¥ndike - ¢ "
: dlstrlct
. ~ ,
= . . P o
. . . ; _—
. . I N -
P g : ‘ ' 08
*  LOCAL TOPOGRAPHY . - <
# . ) .
- —~— v .
:;?he topography in‘the immediate Dawson area cons}st§(of a small . L\
PR - , \ ~
flodd plain of ?ravel and/sand uoon‘whlch\the commuhlty is located aéd
\\ \
’ L

a series of conflning ridges broken only by the erosional processes of

tMB Klondike and Yukon Rivers These ridges rise to a height‘approximately
S N
458 meters (150%°ft.) above the valley floor with slopes ranging from

! o ' . .
- }0 te-20° , A . <. I
NS : : - | TN |
N N e S R A
- T \e ‘\ .- N N s ..’_
~ g Wellgmarked roc ~cut benches), usualiy suP- U
oo T portihg bedd ‘of ‘gravel, Stcur along the - ' ‘
e \% . Yukon gud Klondike 1vers/and extend for [ . | CN N \ "\
3 ‘varylng distantes up moSt of the/creeks. IS o~ ,
The principal rock bench has #n elevatlonﬁ.. - L.
¢ 7" * near Dawson of about 300 feet above‘the IR e ' L o-
- e .. Yukon or 1500 feet above the sea, qpxle ; o Ao S
o .. ..  ~'smaller‘terxagés and rolled gravels, -occur S
o , 3 . upto afgelght of 7QD feet above fhe valley . A R R /
Lo- Y yr 0 J Tbottoms. T - TR e . ! -
r'é N / e -
N ., -~ . 1 o _ Lo r
. =~ B PR LT .
The face of the north—bduﬁding?%idge is cut by a prominent slide -\
- . - / .
scar,,-Tbe slide areaJhas had llttﬁe effect upon: the' town51te,‘be1ng at.
s : 7 , - .
/ its most ndfthernly edge\ The axea on Meoseélde Mountaln above the scar ‘
. / . } i\ /u- . I . 4 . ~_
is known' as® the 'Mldnlqht Defme'. - It 1s.a scenig ared a@ceSSLble by road
N . - /\
'
. froen Dawson, It was' the cdnflned river valley and surroundlng elevatiofs
\.‘ ) _ . . i ~ \ N
" of land that were 1mportant ﬁlminng\factors in Dawson/s’former expansfgn. i
2 ‘ : 2O
GOVERNMENT OF GiNADA Departméht oﬁ»Mlnes and Technlcal Surveys
- Geological Survey of Canada, Bulletin 173: Heavy Mineral Studies in the
Klondlke Are Yukon Territory. en}s PrlnterL Ottawa, 1970. p. 2-3. FAN
-~
5 :
‘a3 Bosto&k Geologacal Sﬂ}véy, Mem01r 28 1957. p 66 e Y .

7 Y PR ‘ a -
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- ~t1vcly,naprqy, w1th few flats, ‘anett .the river, sweeplng froT bank to bank .

~

A ta
— - ke
. ' = \ - 17
v ~ H /
X | - - ~ N N > : ¥\ ;\
SITE T / o
.

Dawson City is located at the confluence‘of the‘Yukonj%hd Klondike
; Riyers approkimately three hundréd thlrsy—flve meters (1062 ft. ) ‘above sea

level. These two water C(JISGS reatly 1nfluehced—the locatlon of Daw on.
& 7

—

At Dawson the Yﬁkon Rlver is about 365 meters (400 yd ) wide and flows at

anrox1mately 8 Hllometers per hfur (5 m.pvh*'.).6 "Its vallex is compara-
. g

l;v\ : N 7
in easy curves, washes alternately the bases of the hlllS on e&téer 51de "
7

s

s
The w1dth96f/the valley 1s approxxmately 500 qeters (600 yds) The river

X
occuples the greatest partrof the vaﬁley floor, w1th the flood plain site‘/,
> .

of Dawson ané sevcf&l 1slands belng the only level land the immediate
)— '(\ L . .
2 . . -~ e
vicinity. - 'T' { ‘ / . ;g T -
- A ’ . ’ b - - . \—' " s 7 :
N The monthly mean dlschargo»of the Yukon at Dawson' is 2200 cubic-
—— ~ - ( . \, I N L » ’ ‘
meters tc.m.s.) (77 800 c.f.s. ) wlth mean, June.fldwe‘of ;974 c. ﬁ\s
~ / - /o \ \ , ~ - i
-1211,000 c.f.s,) and mean Margh flows of 421 c.m.s. (14 900 c.f.s. ) 8 .. K
g o oF a e i v BN

The Klondlke Rlver rs much smaller, ranglng from . 25 to 45 meters‘

- —-—

o ¢ >
\/D to &0 yd.) in w&dth and,at occuples Only a small porﬁlon of the ™
/. '

i -~ ’
§65 meters- (400 yd ) w1de Klondlke/Valley The Klondlke s monthly mqan
. , - ,,

?ischarge is 52.2 c. m.s. (2200 c. f.s.) w1th’238 c.m. ﬁl (8500 «.£. s. ))
recorded\1? June’ end 8i5 c.n.s (297 c, f s';‘recorded in March

. g
! The commun;ty of Dawson oceeples a small flood plaln, 13 km.
(G 8 miles) long and. 0. 52 km. (0.3 mlles) w1de; approyimaﬁZIy 6‘;eters
(Zo/ft) above watér level on\the north bank %T the Klondlke Rlver. It is’

. ' R o
®1pia., p. 67. g S A .

7Ib1d.,\p 67.0 Ay o, T

\ 8 '
/ Canaday Historical Stream flow Summary ,’ Yukon and Norghwest Terrltorlesk

to 1973, )Envi?onment Canada, Water Res?urces Brangh,. Ottawﬁ, 1974, p. 46
9. .. : \ . \ - . ,
Ibid.' pE 29. _"4/~ | AN N , "/ ‘ Y
Lo NG '
N ST v

A DY S o



e

o

A

-

.5

oo, : v ~ f.?;',\ % B
Y DR SNE °

bounded on the_north, east and west by sharply rlSlng helghtsﬁbf land o

oo “
reachlng approximately 305 to 460 metersr(lOOO—ISOO ft.) above the
o

commun1t§'(5ee Platefl) The buI& of the townSLte is flat 1evel land with

only 1.5 to Q,ﬁsvmeters (5 to 10 ft.) elevation changés although*a'portion

L ——

z 4 ) a-' ” . e " | )
of one of‘the besidential Nistrittgvoccupies modeéately éﬁoping land.
y

3 Becausd’of ‘the flatness-of the townsite there\are several low-l]&ng érea# r

~ ’ ‘\.~, / ~
;subject to poor dralnage, espe01ally in the central and:nortHbrn sections
. R S TN 4
of the communlty. Ay : ,
. L) N <0 '
’ SR N . ' ' A
XTnere are several disadvantageS'to the sfte Prlmarlly because
g \ ' —~ ¢
rf the conflnlng hills and rldges road acce551b111ty to Da&son is 1lmyted
. - B

to a/émall flood plaln on the‘north bank of the Klondlke Rlver. In the
"past the 1mportance ofywater transporatnpn mlnlmlzed tﬁhs limita€idn but

- V ‘ \ _—
-~ bhe 1ncreasingly 1mportant road traffic 1s not facllltated by ﬁawson s
- S
) —— . [
N llﬂuted hcceSslblllty : ' R ,,\ g -~ : a
\ - . ! . ‘ \ ' V\k ’ "' . . it 4»
£ : L K . . =
ST e In addition'the height§‘of thF surrounding upland areé disadvan-

W tageous in that they do re&uce tng amou i\gf dayllght Lthhe coﬁ%unlty

: RN \\ <.

‘As noted by Lotz (1965r'thls 1f§ht-rcstr1c¥1ng tendency does have am

-

LR .-v}

lmpact on the res4dents of DaWSon.lo , g ) o }r .Y
/; / - & \ oy ’[?
" One flnal dlsadvant&ge 8f Dawson's . 51tk is that .it ‘is subject; to

!
I ‘1 N
rs

ffooding.‘ "Floodlné stlligoccurs along the Klondlke Rlver, in June 1964 ‘

L e, a“ -
S v

the)Yukon, flooded by a late sprlng runoff, 1nundated parts of the ‘town-
{ :

v /"'

» 3 .
: srte "11 In that year the maximum dally dlsclarge occurred on June 11;
A\ \ ]
14 728 c.m.Ss. (52?1000 c.f. ! ) K Diking with sandbags to'a helght aof-
~ A
. - ‘ . T R
/- 10 ' . - / - ,5 / )
Lotz, fhe Dawson Area, 196 & : ~ EA o~
fbld., pﬁ,ﬁ.‘f( e - ' : . ;f, -
- 12— Lo

CANADA. H;stormcal Streamflow Summary,qukon and Nq;tﬂwpst Terrltorles
R = 1973r~Env1ronment Canadap Water Resources Branc@
‘ A I 0 ,
A ' o ' ‘. S 4
: ) ‘ AN
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0.9 to 1.2 meters (3-4 ft.) has been neceesar_y during flood conditions . ) L
puk reinforcemant. of the rivdr banks with earthhas largely alleviated the
problem of flooding in recent years. : ' : N R
%HoWever Jthese disadvantages of site'were hot\,‘:onfined to Dawson. .
< L : - . - . : o
)

_‘,‘i Inuboth dlrectlons along the Yukon Rlver s:.mllar condltlons were pre-

' prov1de an/rca of flat L‘ley{al ground su1table£'for construct-lon and 1t:“

valent. 3\ ‘The major advantage.a ‘éf the \glte of Dawson were . that 35: did -
‘ \

v

L

. Was co\nparatlvely well gga'ined ‘ The greatest advantage of ’D’a‘\vson -wag nok e

~*¢

_the sxte 1tself but’ rather’ its' 51tuat1%—gessent1ally ;Lts prpxﬁnlty to

'the gold f..uids and its su1tab111ty asAa break-o}j;-:bulk p01nt for Yukon

_characterl‘.ed by short summeﬁs, long w1ntcrs”and 1nterm}ttent sprlng anq ‘,‘

River transp‘ortatlon fac:.lltles. ' , A ‘ L , o ‘«-. g
) . T il | * C Lo I \)/ ) 3
W N . *) ) }‘(E_ ,- A ' ,(A:“i\-'-‘, ‘ R ’ v o _—
! B ¢ ~7 ~
CL%ﬂAT ;oo— A > SR AT AR
. N T R B SR P
L ¢ S R
):_ Th.e climate of ’ihe Dawson areSr is typlcall§ doritinental suba:ct*c, ’
/ | -
/” -\ P *x .. L 4 “1 7
‘ K¢

\— &
./ . = A v«

, fall %eaSOns. /Bhe begamnlngs of f;be wmter wand summera. seasons. gan be SR

»detemlned by the fflmes of annual freeze—up, and spring break-up The"' T

: dates o"/ spﬁng b{‘(ak-up have beep unpff;cmally gegorded for a perlod R

—

Y

) for a fourtgen—year perlod 1962-—197/5 the méh; date of cessatlon of the

. Pattern.in g”éelectcd Area of  the Yukon Tebrltory Center for. Settlement'
" Studies, Uhl\/er§fty of Manlto‘ba, Wwinripeg, Ha?ch 1971 p. 83..

.fer’ry service ‘is ‘October 23t 3 o -

- ’ /\ \ '\‘.' - ar

coveglng a{ least the la{t thlrty years and freeze—up, or the ons"laught 17 ') .
of w1nter,\'\ooxnc1des ’w:Lth the cessatlon of the ferry operatlon \?cross“ . |
the Yuko\\x— River fisee Table l) | For a thlrtl:’y-s>xv yea’r pern.od 1940—1975 A -
the mean dat\e of ice: break—up on the Yukon' Rlve‘r— at Dawsom isv May 9 and){;

-

/’/3@\ B

. L} : Ny -3

——

- - }d.

13F. Duerden, The Evolutlon apd Nature of the Contemporary\%ttlement

- \ . Y, \7‘., B : o

n -~ 2
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x TABLE I ¥ ~ . . .
o ’ . e : -
" . ‘ - —
Vo ot . )
’ ’ K . T Y .'.
, 'DATES OF SPRING BREAKAUP Q)N THE N
- YUKON RIVER,-1962-1975 - ~ | »
® ~. , ' N , S iy ¥
VA : ‘ AND N Y . /-/
=~ 7 b N
. .
¢ DATES OF O‘ESSATION OF FERRY SERVICE ' ( r <. A
\ L AT DA«W)SON 1962 1973 : e
- . i ¢ b
7 - . . ; 4 L
. T’*. ) PR v - /\I;IH.“ N e . ., - ‘r’ » .) ~
. X : - xr i . _'Y
- YEAR SPRING FERRY, IN FBRRY CEASED
‘ BREAK-UP - . OPERATION OPERATION
~</.- L | 3 \ . : :
1962~ May 16 . . May 22 October 9 -’
\ k B S - . ‘ LN
1963 - May 5 May 23 -~ October 18 - }
19 © < May 28 . une 1 October™ 23 / .
‘ ‘ ﬁa ‘\' y .\%' “ -)J,.,\.‘ ) ‘. ~ X )
' ) . . .‘ . . o ‘ ' : ) 4
|, 1965 ¥ May 18 May 27 * October 18  _ I\
KA UL S S =
X 1966 *° May 11 =~ > | May 28 October '~ 25 ** - »
q 1967 May 12 . May 23 ¢ Novéml')er_ 2
. : N .- 5 \ _
oL » R SRR \ ‘ .
yv¢ Y1968 May '9 - May 18 " 'N0vembef" 2" A hat »
S IS ] o S NS X
- . ’ N : E £
4969 _  May S5 . Mdy 13 October .27 Fi
' » L . : I 4 "_ . = /
o 1970 May 11 May 20 October 227 £
o, o PR e
“ . : "\"1971 May*lz o 7 May 20. L" .\October 23 ’
. oA . ey - . ‘ . v
N 1972f © May 11 “May 25 “October 24°%
. . Soa . : . e .
. X Co . X LTS D . .
1973 . May -8 May 22" October - 21 . N
"“*' N e e §y S LI € 4 o
1974 ‘May 10 May 17 October; 23 . E
: 2 , . ' .
. ’ - o :
' 1975 May 9 , May 20 October 28 _
. LoV oy Voo e %
SOURCE- Governmen‘t\‘f the Yukon, Departmer;j: of nghways and Publzct.( e
: WOrks, George Black Ferry Operatlons. : 5 ~
. : - ) ~
"w —- . “ ) Y /7 . .‘ ) E
S . 4 PO X - e , - s
e T g oY o e - 5 'i,' x :
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’{_; T : The mean Janﬁary temperature fdér dhe period %941-1970 was - BRSNS
A “a
—28 3°c \ 19.5°F) and the mean July temperature waé 15 3°C (59. SOF) y R

<
"o 7 4
-

- - {See: bele 2) Témperatures at Dawson can plungé Eo mlnus 60°C (-73 F)

because of its location in a lodilying river valley buF usudily these N
7*"‘(\\4' - /* ) y . I ) {

eXtréme temperaturca are ofba Short duratlon§ ‘ ‘- ) 3
S B ThQ\aVefage amoun? Of annual prec1p1tatlon at DQWSOn, from 1914- R
:”,{‘;.'1370 w§s QE'QJCT 5%?3?\}& } with an'ﬁYerage’snowfall df 133’4 cm (si 7 0N e,jﬁ
inly “each ygar'l- w0 'R’\*”\\;L“ «\4 T e O A L=

-

fDayllght varlatlon is another 1mportant climati teoctor of . T~ p

-

o ' . .
Dawson. The average nuﬁper of daylight hours in,December in leos thap

- i . < _ .
four while in June it is gréater ‘than eighteeh‘‘Fc'ﬁi‘r;"Sq::lvgsv.:l_il‘he}(_ombinatior\.l

o o ¥ S -

. - : L~ Vs
tef lowftemperaturéﬁ and 1oy hours o£—da}khess for eight months of the
. ¥ B - .
~ . . PR L . , . B -~ . s \_’f' X ‘ = .
~ yearcreates’ps;chological problems.such as.'cabiz feverT,as well'as oper- /. N
, oA T ' 1.
/ /;'atlonal\problems for transportﬁtlop, constructlon and_mlheral éxtraction.
/ " » ‘ i \ oo r ‘ Ce— L / o

-
’ d . . T~

A PR = ' ’ -
e T L ' /~ o

W PERMAFROST . . o . VAR
=< . ) A ) - ~ )‘» . . - - / . . ‘ :\.

| . . A .
' . [ . - E— 3

-

; — . ~ N - : R -
e , :DaWSOn‘ls Tocated in the HBrthdrn part of the dlscontlnuougf oo~
: ’7 X B - : N » /{ o . ' ';
permafroét zone (See Figure'3).\&However, “1n splte dx 1ts 51tuat10n in ’ ,-_/
. . 7‘~\ \ T ‘ - ) e
the‘discontinuous zones, pe;\\ially frozen ground underlles‘fhe entire
—_—
\e to a depth of ' ahput 200 feet The permafﬂost layer is- c%ose to the\
o . - . : N :
groun? surface rgpmost sectlons, except 1n thetgouth whege the Kloqdlke S
L —_ \ )

%

e
Rlver has déROSlted sand for ‘a distance of abqyt 600 feet from its’ {?

-~ / & T~
quANADA ' Tepperature and Prec1p1tatlon, 1941-1970, The North - Y.T. apd;
N.W. T Department of the Environment. Atmospherfc Eﬁv;ronmenf{Serv1ce, e e

..41271,'1:._"1!' BN L= S N
] ~ ’ . ’ '
1bid., b. 1. by : YN . T X

B — : o e
-gCANADA "Summary of: ‘Sunshine Records" for June and Dedémber, 1975, T
Monthly Record Meteorologﬂcal Observetlonsi/ Env1ronment Canada 1975. ‘

T 7 : | , - .
v N ) B _ . | e \



[&¢
.
PR
e
4
.
o
. N
- 3 :
N Lo,
K
[
r
{
= 3
.
\
e
.
4
A
’
IR
Lk ¢
~
A N
o
4 .
PN -
»
:
fu
Nt
B
. 2
. \
v i
i
~
?
v.l'
.
- .
P
Ay
~
- .l
-
~
~ i
/o -

671¢

— . St ek e N S R
. : ia . el T Yoo, oo~ ! B
v .“ ‘ s > e 1y ! .
: SRR {TAS S (se) o (el (eee (9°€z) : e
vEz vt e o A TF % 0'0t- /4 L0 i, 9tpe &raeex 7
. h v ) - 4 h 2 s
e v (99-) sy T (0°0g-) e U9
€ Tt o 6ss- T A Jacer 992~ 9°T2="  0'sz- | Tequedsg v
N T e (ogo) Ao T Ass) (3°E=). ('8 )=k (g7 ) Y el
S ge ey TAGh= 2L Ve ever A COET=Y grot- gmnsgoz, SR
e al (€2-) , &8 S (8741) (rze)y Tlzrez) 0w A
' 8z /\ N7 z°og-. L Lelet ) Go- o LZ°0 Tie- ;-38qO30p ;-
- - _ ¢ (T (ee)e “F A(Thpey - (0'gs)  (97ep) - e
T m,, YR RS S o . o8sT,  T1 C§TTT. 9 Tacpienday a
) T ety s .. (88) o wrer). VT (2099), (8:os) ST
ey T8 L eB - o T 480 -z 881 82T asmbny Tty
LT o Y ey T et IR (VA2 N (e-¥e) A,m,._mmv_/ : o _
TowonT T T 69 ot - 69 . fogtee . ' oy1s :

£°6T
. ‘ (T uw)

69 O - 9" ‘s ~
S e oL (o)
: ‘ . 870
(Z9Y)
9°'g =

(zs) - (0;0-)., .
.oﬂ._ : mxwmn o

L°02
{y'86).
L0425
(v 18). ¢
,H.m f
Aw mi
ot -

LLTET
torop)
A
(8°82)
LT
ESVAL I

i . - ~ -

oereor! - qojes)

“K1np

’ T -
. eung- | - S
S .
Rew
MP TTady" R4
N Al

,zoum§;1 o

.>um:unwmu ‘w .x

X IR . . L
LSO A, CHODR | [, oD, QucHT, AN 80N gD (od)od

: . o~ . 6T~
¢, - (€-) ;TR ey %S LT-) 2 Am. =) Aﬁ 6=l
' 8z TLrz., LT LS~ 0L .- -.8'8 crLe- €781~ L-e2z-
) : T (89-) oo ALy (1°92~) (6°21-) . (s"61-) -
" T€E~ .. 0L 0S5~ 69 w8 v, g Hma ‘ 9ve- €82~ “Axenuer
+—— — . I : B L :
| ) R . ‘\, LN . S :Aq N ,J ] L .,.\/.. = e

"

i _ . S h . - A
d0 SXva, dO° SuvIR’ | zsxbﬁz JO £HYEX™T WAWIXWYH zafiz TWAWIXYW -~ ATTVQ HINOW?.
'd0 TON "~ 130 CONT - 3WHIIXA - 40 "ON mzmmaxm - X1I¥a NV, EHE NYIW - NVak N s
. ., E .. : . /... . .\. . N H.., . / . ,. . . . " , .wk - ]
: R ,, L _.mm:ammm%me . . Vo FARE e N
\ ' = NI .. u \.«...,, 7 . L .. & . , .. . ) o * ’ \..\
’ , .\ i 4“, .\\4 : \.o. ’ R M..(., 1 R ., ! ' ,... ... + M.HY\ VV\ Qv. \4_ ¢ . o \.{.k
5 {34 29o01) 1ISY W B95£ZE ,z.o.H,2>mam ,.s...x mg - mnpﬁuqu ‘NJ b0 ,vo IANIILVI 7
& B v B . ,..n. ] S ‘4 R N R R ) e - \. r ) - — - ) . f.
S U S EHU zomzmo ¥0d 55 orEzSu A e
(- . o ..x« o S , . o, a - . N %
* L d Y ~ - " - -
N - b «osr o RS \ : <
Lo~ , I o R . § - : 5
I T ’ PR J Ao g B \ : d
- ~ . ,, o, o 0 o ) LY ..4/ . e R
= A ST ' ™ :
- R ;J - - R - M 73 N RN ’ - 3 . .



T . = . - . . s \

2 o Ty \ ot a IR pue, a A n,cuuoz . .
L 4%. . - 34L '0L61- .ﬁvma aoaumuamdom.ﬁw\@cm muduvuwmémm. \mvmcmu wuamEco.Ha\Ew u:m:Eoua>:m~oahm£mmo 1 ADUNGS
m S _ o T w\f R (187zT) .\ (LtEsy w=(BLtl) e,
, - gzt ¥ g8 . SO 2 - S {4 3 : 6€°9€T .~ 09°6T - ;xﬁumhw -
R ; , oy o o o AHo AL .« (0"t : S
: g : €1 AR 5 SRR .0 L Nade et L. Jequeosq
B . \\ + . / N o (66:0) . f5'0T) - (10:0) - o
D 4 ¢ EENCE & SO A 15¢2 ©aL9t9T Nono . IOMWRAPN | e -
. o v xS0 C Ydre) o o) | b
SR S , ot -4, B S > ¢ ediz . Feroz 990 - 1990390 .
Y . ‘ S v ¢ I e (zr'ry - . 0 {grody . uwe'D) e
ad o B ) SR A L & - _ o v8: & .. fo'z » ¥9°2 umnsw&ﬂwm. ‘
. # , Wm‘r : ”r : o S L (66" ,: v \\L o C {66°T1) - L _
. A : . L e ST o §0s wmm L . S0°S - asnbnye 0
>~ S Lt Y € T+ 4 I o Heotzy L
; S~ . 1% GRS 0 7 5 S 0£E°S .. 00°0-. 0E°S SIS 1T
o s : ~ S B S Y €Y & B £ CoserT). 5 IR
v SRR & S R R S S - 00°0 .. " 89E - ypyne P Y
. s Ve . t9BTOY T (sto)  (Bero) . T
Cek - & VA S o 8tz .. Theotz T BT S T key
oF S g,nuw A N R G D ..vhn.mv,_. (drro) .2 o
S T T o z. s\ 1670 SRR A Trady
e . R S (0s°0) ~ - (z's) o . , SERE R
. - L L L TP J2AR SN 0z ET I ~ uyoxey <
ko - s, C | AR . A \,.\ L (£970) . 9) .- N R -
S fo=re ol ot S Y -0 S 9¢- oHLV/ 00°0 Azenaqed
- . : . \ o , ‘ P
A o - : , . e (or*0) -~ (1'8) - . <
S W : ot Y 0T ) N A -0 SR - LST0T . LI mumncwn_ S
™ A P e A S . S o e R
NOILVIIJIDOZEE  MONG CONIVY e o B I " .
: ITIVEASYIW mqm.éam.n,mz mﬁmébm.amz 4 : R A ut) um T ~t
i HLI# . CHII{ HLIM - - NOIIVWLIJIOMd qq&mzozw ;\qa<mzH<ar . i
! S 'y ___SAva 4o ‘ON .. “'§ ¥g 4O ON  SAVG 4O "ON . © TVIOL NVIW. z<mz NVER  * -
oL : — = < g . o = B j ; ‘ S
(e v . cy . R A S
P R LS NOILVITIAIOMId - . — . .
i m \ - “ BN - ¥ 3

. SN : L L R LN o - gadNIINOD & 3TEVL | 4

o



VNN . A 0

T (Y e, ¢

~ﬂ - . I ,‘:,,
N . [ i N
- N - - . A
- Y 25 - T
(> S i
Y -
e 1
M \,'
anure‘ 3\/
UNG[)ACIATED AREA A
4UKON TERRITORY
[:] Unglocno'ed area. \
So\ce !
Atlos O”'Conado l057 . .
g
0 - w00~ . 00mies
he T s .
e - : .
BRI
\ ‘
l S
P o~r
_.'_-47:‘ é . . | PR .
N - a |/ <} N
. o, A
, >F|gure"?f T
k. : :
M PER’MAFROST >
. YUKON TERR”‘ORX
f_ - Meon monthl‘ i
== femperomre . L
ST
-5 /Depth of?efmof/ ost \ r
\ . PO
Source: ’
’ '”PERMAFROST:n CANADA N
Map 1240A. Geologral SurJg
_ of Canado, 1%7 )
L ey ;~:‘
et o
~
"' '
T .
/-] .



/
26

" —

AN ' .

¥

The dépth to the permafrost table is approximately
v = - ~7 RO . ;
4.5 metexs (5 ft.) inihost areas’ of téwn.18 AThgs_the“pulk’Bf“the/cpm$

-

present bénk."17
. f

.
i *

o

v AV ‘
munity'has been affected by the‘%ha%ing of the’ﬁermafrost layer. ,Num—
. ) “ _j,

" erous structures/have settleJ unevenly, qontrlbutrﬂg gfeatly to Dawson S g

\

physical decay

- ~

~

e

' NATURAL VEGETATION '\
| “\
- N . . R N . K . / .,
White spruce, Picea glauca, was the predominant species used for |
A o , . ' / ‘
minihg and byilding activities during the gold rush,eraﬁ\\According to
R i S - . )
McConnoll, 1903,’“"'11:~ is usuall\y\ﬁl? on the ri‘dges, seidom exceeding a
. ’(‘ . 43
e foot in dlameter but in the valley~flats occasxonal é@e;lmens atkain a
A - 7y A -
S dla t f f he 1 t
}ne er o qyer two fet, aqﬁ a. large proportio of t e\ 0gs cu for ,
P (19' > v//‘..
lum?cr'mea§ure f{om;d;ne to fifteen 1nches across." 7, - . .
mbe b v Z _
: AN

. ..t . . . . . [ 3 .
Extengive cutti@g'of the forest laid bare ‘the ﬂills surrounding

s

<k

»”

nine mllllon feet of 1umber were

r’ e

“For example in 1899 and™1900,

B A . .
N v

N N 20 »\
f“'&;

Dawson,

N )
A

4"'

cut inrthe Klondike. [ -

. The stripping of the forest cover had a considerable effect on
o - in contruceion, mini A
for lumber ih construction, mining, and transport-
P . . . . [N
Pl

ation'induﬁtries_creatéd’aﬁdemanding market for timber.
v 4 . . ) . .

N

N RN

'vgq.:‘
' drainage but the n

1.

2

lley floors gurrourding Dawson are

a
¢ . t . LN

YPresently the ridges and

v r : T K1
<

-
~d

covered with séﬁgnd;groqth vegetation. -“Agpen poplar, Populus tremutoiles,

S N

P

V,

and white spruce grow-bH the ridge slopes:ayové the community but most of

. r
17 e lpf g - T ‘ <
R.J. Brown, Pefmifrost in Can“ﬁa.) Its Influences on NorEﬁprn Develop>‘
. ment, UnlverSlty of Toronto ‘Press, Toronto, 1970; p. 61-62. . .
-‘L~\ . . ) ’ " ) '\
P- 62. -

’
9Bo ock, Geolgglcal Survef, Memolr‘284 1957, p. 67. »," - K

°20H A, Innls, "géttlement and tha& Mining Prontler" in Mackintosh and uoerg
\(ea lQ Camddian Frontiers of Settlement. MachllanJ Toronto, Véd. fX,. 3
1936, p. 261. i
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the tree'spec1mens fre not of iuff1c1ent siZe to garrant cutting. The ¢
/ .

-only evidence af!!ﬁearing is'a fﬁrg break that is maintained above thé_

tdwn. It is anticipaggd that the vegetation of the area will remain in
\/ -
/ Ay . \ b

_ its natural state as the aesthetlc qual@%les of the region beqome lncréa—

./
1ngly imporgant. 5. o

"

-

N
In the” townSLte itself the aspecﬁ of ,isolated Qréai,of poor
. oo J PR W e - \{ \\
'dralnggc comblncd wﬁth bhaw1ng of pcrmafrbst has permitted an abundance
3 i ‘511 :‘ = " -
of wegetation, Empty lots, river bankg'and‘a:;as of slightly hlghér
r } " “~
elevation a?ound in vegetative species such as willow, Salix spp., aspen

- . ‘ . . .
pqplar, and white spruce., This vegetative cover is, for the most part,
-

second growth and,tree heights usua%iy do not exceed 9 t&12 meters (30-
‘4\ Y o 5 N -~ -~ é A ¢ \
\}" / ‘ . * l ' ‘ N~

4"

ke

-

~ MITERALI)ZATION S E - <= N
; st : A

- - ‘ '
A , 1\{ . -_ I

o 4 The pregence of gold 1n th Klondlké area is Sccounted for by

L A\ ¥' '
two ébndltlon§, the concentratlon of r1ch gdid—bearlng rokk, and‘the
{ ~ i — .
laiﬁ_of glac1atx0n in much of the gorthwest portion of the Yukon (See . )
P

Figure 4). The flrsi/coastlon wasencouragedby the presence o& quartz;
. " \ \ /.

)

Mmicagores and sericitic schist. ' Quartz veins, formed within the volcanic
K X Ca ) i ~—

. t R . R ) ~ . "\
sahists,“were of gold—bearing nature. “That the gold in its originalﬁ
i 5 o } '
habitat has been associated wikh*quartz therelcanAbe no doubt, for many
. co- =g

-~
.masses of gold~bear1ng quartz have been- found, and many of “the nuggets

“? 21 . ~ —
of go&d contain particles=»t’ quartz‘" '

»

v
" The lack of glacxatlon in thds a>§g durlng/th% Plelstocene Epoch

P s ' /I
o préVented the gold from belng w1de1y distributed throughou§> he nortﬁern

e
L H ~
21 = . ~.
Bostock, Gee%ﬁglcai.Survqy, Me@g;r 284, 1957, p//22. A /
: ) a /;,f/
. A 4 LN
, ™ : //4 \ >
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Territory. Instead tKe long period of water erosion, su lemented by 1 .
Yy ! PP y

elevatlon upllfts, concentrated much of the gold in the beds of the
. /

~

' burgeqnlng service. gentre, As gold was dlscovered on other Kiondike ‘/

22

streams. "Gold partlkle< are found in cconomic’amounts near the base of \

the gravels on the valley floors and on -some of the vestlglal benches' , .

i

2
along the valley sides. w? Access to the gold was hindered by wind-

blown loess which, foiiowing the Pleistocene ice age, infilled many of

the principal valleys to a depth of 1.5 to 10.5 meters (5-30 ft.).

Contact with the gold-bearing deposits near delOCk was futher comp}lcated

v

by the pxesence of pcrmafrost but rather 51mple undergroundf%nd surface

nlnlnj techniques allowed relatlvely -easy exp101tatlon of- the_goldrbearlng

i
'

gravels b : , N

SITUATION . B o I , , _ “y

\ ' N - ' ; ';\,'_v ) Yo - .
The two maJOT,gOld creeks, Bapanza and Eldorado,copverged to T

- e

continue under the former nane as a. south—bank trlbutary of the Klondlke
. - \; x\‘ \

lever These creeks, which were to yield the,gfeatest amouht of gold

- R
in the region over.the course of the years, were w1th1n fiftaen miles

~ . i~

of Dawson It is suggosted by Rldge that 31nce the Klondake River” was

‘

not nav1gable the town51te of Dawson was a- natural break—of-bqlk p01nt 24

7

Since Dawson -was w1th1n one day s Journey of the gold creeks ‘it became a

tributaries such aslhﬁnker,-aear and Allgoldereeks, the situatﬁon of

i

-

B.W. Hester, Geology and evaluatlon of placer gold depOSLts in the . .
klondlke area, Yukon Territory. Institutien of Mlnlng and Metallurgy; \: i

" Trans$., Section B, Vol. 79, Mag,. 1970 p. B6l. \
’Ibid., p. B6O. , . s | ' N
24 ' “ ; :

‘F.G. éidqe, 'General Prlnc1ples for Planning Sub Arctic Communltles' ,\\& |
Ph.D. thesis, Mccllllﬁnlver51ty, 19535 lin Duerden, mhe Evoluq;on ~of )
Settlement Patterns, Y. T » 1971. p. 82. R S

¢
> " Y
-
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of Dawson enabled the community to expandgitsafunctioﬁ_as a service and

- I

" supply céhﬁre‘(See\Figure 5),

Dawson's situation with respect to the gold fields was enhanced’
by its transportation lirks to the major ports of British Columbia and
- : o

..

the United States. The navigability- of the Yukon River provided two routes

;

of access to Dawson from the 'outside’. .Skagway, or what was to become

Skag&ay) the Chilkoot Pass; andréhe lake' system consisting of Bennett, e
: N . R e B ’\:‘ 4

Lindeman and Tagish Lakes, providcd access to thq,headyaters 6f.the

- Yukon River;z’From the lakes if'was approximately 800 kilometers (500~ o

. ) - s L R ’ RN .

miles) of navi@ab;e waterway down stream. to-Dawsoninterrupted on%y by the 4
. . N

v
L

rapids at Whitehorse. B ' S e L
! The second route from St. Michael. on the Bering Sea was a 2700 .

~ . N . .
. . : 2 ~

kilomeﬁe;\(lﬁoq m;ieS) jogrncy uﬁstreaﬁ to Da&sogi\\ghe advanta?é Bf : oy
this route, alfhouéh;much long§rL‘was that it was an';ll-water route. .. e
ThpsvDa;génlsqloqaqion gé"thé Yukon Riyer aﬁd the:cémmgnicationvfipks - ,
tmis-dréat river prévideﬁ:iméﬁbvé@ Dawson's sitﬁatiéﬁ.as aiééivice and !

supply center. From an adequate site and an excellént situation the town

A

4

of Dawson grew.to a city.in excess of'Z0,000 population.
A , ™ S Ol

N N ) . .
; ‘ : . : ‘ uf
¢ . The physical features .of/Dawson have done much to create the N
: ‘e . . . (Y .

. |- T Gl ) e
trend &f decaysin the community but the city's gpectacular and sporadic '

- B .

- ’ -~ . \v’ ‘ ) : ’ ) : | ; . .
devclogmeﬁt is also a”contribut®dr to the modern-day problems of Dawson. i
L . ‘

2\ , : : » .
Therefore the historical origin and development of Dawson will be examined

,- .
LA .
‘«

din detail to illustrate’the decline of an aging, northern boom town.  °

v . “
1 . . . B
‘

-~

———— [y / -

=~
™ Y N

?S;aslow, The Opening of the Caqéﬁian North. 1971, p. 142. o L four
L { o~ v a ; . A

N o
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- CHAPTER III ~ A R \ !
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. HISTORICAL | BACKGROUND OF DAWSON rCITY N » : ‘i
\ : o 1 ’ < o\ ’ ) e ) s ({
S R N
. ) N L~ ’
o The historic background of Dawsonlcan be”Viewed in‘four stages:
- , ' -~ .
thc pre¢1896 p@rlod ‘whlch included the' exploratléns and movements bf | \ <.
-~ ¥
Hudson's 93y Company traders and eh;iy prospegtors on the Yukon/R&ver.4 v
A ) . ‘
. 4 ‘ . . N vt
-~ . . S : A
- prior §O»the establishment »f .Dawson Gity; the 1896-1920 pen}od when the ;{, ’
7L ’ AT . . i [
/ ' . ;{‘ - [ . : ) /l S ¢ /
_. .. tremendous influx of migrants.and birth‘of Dawson occurred during the -
o : A

Klondlkc gold rush~%nd which was\finally character;ﬁed'by Q,QJSSlVG ;f:
\‘ ~N \f
& depopulatlon with the subsequent slump qf the local gold rush the LS;I—

~- A 1] A N ) \ \ ,

<

1350 1nterval whlch ,was a tlime of relatlvely few locai changes buﬁxwas

i » ~
~ T ~ { )«\‘ ) K = A Y

7t climaxed by—a concentra idn of populatlon and resources in Whltéhorse

A L /4'1\"-/'/-/ ot - o

\

folloulng the gonstrucﬁlgn of the. Alaska nghway, and a'flnal stage, 1951-

‘! . .

~

l N 2
> ‘, \ o

1968,,whe&e1n the ci of Dawson lost 1ts tWO ma or’ economlc bases and T
. 7Y ] L
> N 2 T TP I
“‘”r contlnﬁed its pa{tern\of dechane. ' ‘ AR B R
’ { A - B ' %
~ . * s P R 4
‘ ), ’I P ] b ' '\' ) 4
Y . : A L - o
: . . - 4 s
; - PRE-1896 PERIOD . oA A : S ey Y o
. s - (S RPN I -
- ~ / = - /. 1.
, . Th indiggnous’ natlve e} ulatldn of tHe yuk n Rlver ba51n s oke - -
\ : e\ ge ROP p -

. . /
ke : L <X N :
T ¥ N

a dialect of the\hthapa55An language anﬁ‘WEre known as the &utchln or s

L.

— R
Loucheux grouP of tribes.”™ -Everdl dlStlnCt trlbes 1nhabmted the entlre

basin of the Yukon from the mouth of the Pelly R\Ver to‘the delta areas o )
‘ »/T‘w—l Nel g L - — hd
of the Yukon's entry into the Berlng Sea. 1In the Dawson area the local L
_ onts , ‘ : . Pa B J

tribe was knownlfsfghe Han.l Moopey estimates the pre-European population.

e ) RS ' LS

D. Jenness, The Indians of Canada. Qugen's Prlntgr, Ottawa, l?FB - -

p. 399/"'400. . . ’ ,/"/ 1 - ,_\ o ‘ / '

) ——— ) ‘ ) ] ] , . // s ¢ - - ‘1_
| D G o
A SR : ¢ A Y

— . ‘ %
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& , N . one N » \

. . o ‘
of khe Kutchln atfapproxlmately 3000 .which declmned to about 700 by the

— \ < \ ' g K ‘. \

-~

1930 sf' Although the-Indlans/made no,permanent use. of ﬁhe site, of -

» P 4 l v’ ’

s Dawson, they dld v151t the, Klondlke\Rlver se&sonally to catch Salmon (and ’

' try /
\ . \ V; // b s - Y,

)

- gave the river 1ts name: <’"Thron-d1uck"‘or‘"Tron e ") B oA Y
9 9 .

i
K i N ) - . - ¥
- » s

Y ‘§ * The prergold rush settiement of t?e Yukon Terrltory lnvolved
s ’ \ \ I

T three/ pon-native groups; explorers, tf%ders, and\prospectors althpu@h

£,

\ , " Vad V- l”n

. N :
they were not necossa?ily mutuafly excluslve The Iatter,tWO groups hK
./ . b . ‘) ,
/w&re respon51b1e for theearlléstEuropeaﬁ’eettleMent, whether 1t\was
~ f 4.» ™ ] ) ] ’ - ' ) ~-
tqadlng post or mlnang,camp ) - e / T f'
\ } v : ‘ ’ Al /{

, - ~The Hudson S Bay Comﬁqny explorers began establrshlng tradlng
LA /\\ ’\ - S, .
‘posts in the Xu?on after negotlatlons between Great Br&tarn and R sia
AT - 7

‘ -
Vo= T 74 v ,\ e .

“in 1825. 3 1The mosb 51gn1f1cant of the posts, Fort Frances on ?rances
\ -

- ' A

>

1\

y .
Lake (1840 41), Fbrt Pel Xy Banks (lg ‘) and Fdrt»Selkir& (1848) at the

/- - -

A [
o AN

P T

,

/

confluence of the Pelly and Lewes ﬁlvers, were establlshed By Pobert
. i s / " - I .

4- N x 1

—Campbell: B Slmultaneously Hudsbn s Bay meg srosséd from‘thefMackenz;e

z < - -Au

Delta,_descended the Pozauplhe Rlver to rts junctlon w1th the 4ukon and If'

K ., : 1 _,/‘ / )

P estahllshed,ﬁort Yukon 1h«1843 It was~ieft.to Robert Campbell to- tragel

i

-~ 1\ "\ ~ y
\ /downrlver ﬁrom Fort Selklrk to Fort ¥uk9n provlng the exlstence of wne

>

. \ -
f - -

- ! /
,\».va p ,,

- "

N ,najor water artery through the Terrltory, whrch was connected to prev1dhsly

(-

RFas )

3 - . - ERV - .
i P />v4/‘\,.»~' -vr_.,- AR ‘-

~

-~ N . IR ~

N A | hd B g = g, . /— /

. “Forts were gradually abandoned for reasons of.economy except’for Eort

. .
= - \ PR ' S A

A%
Selklrk Whlch was rellnqu1$hed as .a result of natlve hostlllty and Fo?t/

! . ) N G
~ “~ew. ¢ ‘o )‘,« ¢

Yukdh ~wh1ch was found to be located withln the U‘S’A 's méle aequrfed\\“‘
S U AR m/ - SRR

. 2J Mooney 1n Jenness, The Indlans of Canada, 1963 P 404. ]‘

3Negot1atloh qR e%tabllsh a bodndary—between Ru551an-Amef1can and thé

ifterests of the. H(dson's ﬁay Company of Great Brlbaln lead to”the bonJ‘
veﬁtlon of 18;5 - ' bl

A . TN,
. . v - \. . . _
- N o , £

L . ke
. C /Wllson, Campbell of the Yukon, Machilan, Toronto, 1979 lac N

- ~a '
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knéwn rogtes such as the Pelly and the Porcuplne; These Hudson s. Bay -

R T SRR
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territory of Aiaska; ' - -~ o N

] . ]

> .y The famous mxondi&e gpld rush was preceded by & series. of sma%ler,

l' — ‘
locgilzed gold dlscoverles. "Beginning with the Hudson s Bay employees.

’

- . who found minute quantltles of gold, A small but steady stream Qf\prosé

’//pectors explored the‘Yukonrklver and 1ts trlbutorles , "In 1882 more A
miners went in over the Chilkoot Pass, and gold was dlscovered in this

o

mear or the next on the Stewart Rlvef'by two brothers“named Boswﬁll , <%

,i

*
f?here were thlrty ‘o {orﬁy mlnerslln all in the/Yukon that summex."5 Ay

-

By the end of 1886 the barg_of the Stewart Rlver ylelded appgoXLmately . £
J

6 . . ‘ : ‘7'. .
5100,000 WOrth gold, ' . : TN
0,000 yorth o . S NN
Late in the- fall bof that year a quantlty of coarse gold was
\ - ’ : i e
: ) dlscoveredfon ﬁhexFortymlle‘Rlver The entire mining popuIation of the
: N s v
'\\rpglon, about 250 prospecto:s\ concentrated at Fortymlﬁe (most of the
S e L% .
: \
: gold produqang areas wére bn thqulaak%,sxde of éHe Houndarg whlle the o,
. . ' . oY
‘), " 1', 4 .
. ! -éettlement at the Junrtlbn “of the Fortymlle ana Yukog/R1$ers, was on the
Canadian side) - b Lo . ‘
New dlscoverles~at Birch Ereek in 1891 somgwhat degypulated\the J
. /1 .
Port/rrle settiement ‘Qeve{thelesé each'year.mﬁre\mlners remalned 5 s R
. \\\ i / . EN r, - ,\.
thezlnteraor\duflng the’w1nter seaSOn with &n est;mate& 250 staylng ove? ’
N |8 . ~ . SN
durlng the wlnter of 1893-94. ﬂEarly ;n the supmer of 1§95, it #s / YN
Nestimated th@t not less thaﬁ'l,OOO menﬁﬁ;re at work in’ mlnlng in the Yukon
. v ‘
\ﬂ Dlstrlct, chlerly on.Fortymlle and Slxtymlle Creeks...'ea;Thls was goon

b

’ v i B S /‘\\. ﬁ)“ )
. ,/G M. DaWson in (edv) G.M. urong and H.Hx wlangton, Review of: Hlstorlc;&
' Publlcatlons Relating to Canada. Un;ver51ty of Toronto, 1898, vol. 1I, .
ig2. : R : o . o
f p‘ PO / ' : . - 4 C %
G.M, Dawsonxln (ed. ) F.H. Trlmmer, The Yukon Territory, Downey and Co,,
‘London, 1898, : =~ 4.1 L - A
LA ' ' »\3\ ' —f
Dawszcrn 1n\Wrong, Rev1ew of Hlstorlcal Publicatlons..;189 . 186.
‘\ B

- ','axtm:—,p /85 ”Ji\ ' _ S ) /\
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to change ‘however as\Q.w./garm3ckfs discovery of gold on Bonanza Creek

o

in Aﬂsusﬁ, 1896 started

‘75_

13

-~

an internationél‘gold'hﬁSh'cempletely al?er{pg

-~

~N

M

’ N . o . -
the physpch‘and human characteristics of th% Yukon Territoryw. P
. ¢ ‘n“ . )W s A - \"'\- N,
4 -
{ O 'TABLE 3 ‘ e v
W oL - o BN S o
: —
L W ‘ Ny racken i
BEZSTIMATED ANFUAI, VJ\LUE' OF GOLD EXTRA 'ED /. N
. . B 4 . ’ _"’ . 4 :
Y ~ 1?1 THE YUKON MINING DISTRICT, "1885-1896 e -
I ‘" . ) . C Lo . / .
, 1885 ' $100,000 1891 § 40,000
= / v : s S
1886 . .~ Sg= < 1892 83,500
RN Ty
- 1887 = <>\ 70,000 1893 176,000 X
, ) ‘ o : R :
o M _ .,.1888“’ ~ 40,000 1894~ 7 125,000 . N
A ' R
' . 1889 . 175,000 . 1895. 250,000 ‘ )
> - ' Lo A (U T .
. NN\ . . . / - T v ¢, 5 S o v . K N
ol ‘Tg9o 175,000 1896 . ~-300,000. N .
* - : . e s \ - vy .
: o Yo 4 v . ST, N : ‘
)’-4. _«-{‘ - . »’." I :r ~ 4_
'SOURCE : Daw\‘h G.M. _in Wrong, G. Review. , A
LOf Historical Publleatlons Relating to. = - AL
: ~. tanada % University of Toronto, 18989 Vol s S A -
TN © I, p. 173 o ST ?_ _} i X ® '
N, o« : R o . » N : L N *-}nw
- / / oA/ Y ’ . *}r" ' ' ) . ‘.‘ . Ao } ‘
".‘ ' N . '-}— : j : 3 N \ : : “w ‘
By Rhese earlg pr0pectors often resorted to tradlng operatlons with'

A : \\'
Three dehades after the o "

felIOW‘miners andﬁnatives in times of need.
A ‘ Co- oy
exploraeyons of Hudson s Bay Company several 1nd1v1dua} traders ‘began

operatlons in the_}pkon dlstrlct Tradlng as elther free agents or on‘a

chgmission basis for the Alaska Commercial Company;gvthree’men{aArthur qupef,.
9'I'he ARlaska Commerc1a1 Cofipany-was an American contré&led enterprise w1th
_its headqfaters An San Franc1sco.' The compaﬁy held a v1rtual monopoly

vonJearly Yukon River trade._"- : \/ , TN - ¥
N S v I SN =~
. s e g . Sy N :
el . ‘* - . : . - ) . /

Vs . . ¥ - : -~

w . . . P
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: controlled Alaska terrntory*v1arthe }ower Yukon ﬁldera Goods were pur

- i L - . . /35

%

< Y

’ ‘ 7
L.N. McQuestcn and A. Mayo, supported and encouraged the 1ncreasxng number

\—‘ \\r\ . . —~—
>
[e]

‘ : \ . . v
who arrivedfa decade later, the series of events that led to the Klondike

discovery would not have been possible; ;_1thout the strlng of posts
. J \ b4

they set \up.along the Yukon, the systematlc expl?ratlon of the rlver
. e

. “\.\x J
» country co

\ . —t K

Reliance, a short six miles from the future site of Dawson. Othqr gradlng“

—(— 4

ﬁbsts established by the traders lncluded Ogll/;e, at the méuth of the
) E \

glxtymlle River;- Stewart at the cgnfluenie of Ehe.Stewart and Yukon
v . .
Rlvers, Ebrtyqlle and\Forty Cudahy at ‘tfie juaction”of the Fortymﬁle gnd '
Yukon Eavcrs and farther dow; stream in Alaska Terrltory Clrcle Lity was
. LT~ N ".l : ,_/

establlshéd as a supply centre for the Blrch Creek gold_flelds

X. ' :
- The\major\supply ll‘k for thcse tradlng posts was tKrough,U S ~

L
i

£ prosgicto&s. "Withdht these three. men, Qnd a fourth named Joseghvﬁaduel
‘ : A % - ’ .

"

b ) . ' o
14 notﬁhfve‘taken place."lo The flrst of these posts was Fort

~

\ W cr-

\\ .
chased fgbm the Alaska Commerc1al Coﬁpany (San Franc1scol’or from anbther_

VAT
A .

Amerlcan rlval, the North Amerlcan Tradlné and Transportatlon Comp@ny anq
’ N -

o

4sh1pped by steamboat to* the Nukon posts. Tﬁe Amerlcan traders held‘a\

k
bulldlngs devoted to suﬁbly for the mlnérs. " As the miners stampeded €3

‘imp%{manence. As ma&y prospectors preferred to~w1nter on therr'ckalms *

)I\ /\ 9 “ ‘\‘ s s V2
v1rtual monopoly of Yukon Rlver trade aqd'thls yas complément!h by ﬁhe_\\‘\
L - * . . =/ 3
AN .
large proportlon of‘@meri%annmlners preseﬂt ,in ghe area. T
- ’ o ,
P Thcse tradlng posts_gecame the focal p01nts for\the mlnlng Ty

commuﬁltles wh:ch sprang up.’ However tnese settlements were baseé4upon,v-

'

Y /’

town structures were not necessarlly res1dences but rather, commé\ctal

e
'

\\ ' / N

Y
new gold dlscovery, these 'towns' were readlly abandoned For example,*

‘Jr‘ 4 . o ‘ «,’-‘._"

4

- N ""‘ Ve ) v .
.jop /Berton }londlke, The Last Qreat Gold;Rush 189621899. McClellandy
and’ Stewart, Torontoi 1912 p. 137 _ =T, I
L : . . . B
w4 S f
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- Klondrke dlscovery Ogllvi\e lald out :thé towp grld of pawson ané resur-
]

S . - '.‘.

36

' \ ‘\»L'L,\; 2 y ,. Iy \‘w /‘ - . , .
_‘Fo"{*tymile had attracteé'much of the mlnlng poQulatlon of Stewar%fand

Og:.lv1e )Let 1t 1n j;urn lostmany ?f its 1nhab1t§‘193;s to Clrc}(e Clty The
~ ’ © -
establlshment of Dawson and the overwhelmlng attractlo/n of the Klon(ilke

>~

~Z ' £ 4
The exploratlons of“the Hudson S Bay Company and \*t prospectors
& - ’ x )
. plus the suppb&tlve nazure of the traders’provuﬂed suff1q1ent 1nforma¢t10n'\

gola fields ‘q\nckly contrlbuted to _tjielr respecilve d{cllne{ 11 I

& about the;{ukon dlstrlct for ;old ;Feklng purposes. 'However it was7left
\to the Governm;ent of Canada to fully explore ;the reg\i;on and fdocument in.
:\‘ . A
detall the phy51cal and-~ 'humah\ landseapes of the‘Yukon In 1887-88 the
/Yukon .E,xpedi\tion led {Jy\ G.Nf. Dawson,  the Direftoy of the Geological
Survey of f:;anada, was sent to Take a geolo/\gp,cal ahd geographlcal recon- v
<
nalssance of “the Yukon valley : Later, a‘n ass;.stant\ to Daw son, Wllllam
& . .
Og;lvxe, returned to demarcate the Alaska—Yuj?on bana\ary along the 14lst
‘ N s . P : L4 S YV e
merld-,lan. Ogllyle, contmued tquplaY a ma;]or iole ‘111"1 \the \(ukon He o :d P
4 X ) *

N surveyed fhe townSLtes of Eoftymlle/ and Fort Cudahy (the ma;’or trading

-

/ -~ \" T \‘\ ’. -
across the Fortymlle River froﬁi the )rgaln town) and int ,the wake of the .

L z
\
,/veyed th)e dlsorganlzgd And confused c}am"\s, of Bonanza and Eldorado Creeks.
A : s \\ L

»

1

. - M
, Another Jmpfartant government element wa/s the Worth West mounted ~

\

- — -

-, Police. - The arrlval of ?Lnspector Constantlne at Fortzmlle in 1894 con-

~ . ~ [ 34

‘ \
trlbuted greatly to the/fabrlc‘ of theﬂuk‘on {settlements. 'XI‘he‘ lawleSsness

of the tradltlonal I\merlcan mfnlng camp was soon broyght tq order. by the

o

~
v

~

kP

presence of the N.W.M.P. /v Vo w . o o ‘ 'j 7
\ . S .

/

llDuerden, The. Evol:ution:‘ of Sett;lénent Patterrs, \Y AT, , 1971 p- 69 o~

< - .
e : - . S i .
) I . \ . ' ’ . o~ ~- 3

“post  of the North America. Tradlng and Transportat%on Company locatedT ' -
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trehendous flood of gold‘seekers that poured Lnto the new SEttlement of - -

Dawson#
DAWSON,
ta

o

L l/;

tribitaries, JoSeph Laaue sought hlS fortune by staglng a
small terraee of land on the east bank of the Yukon 1mmed1ately downstream

of the Juhctlon of the KlQndlke with .the- 1arger rlver

' bdt‘rapi

\

to sunmcr 1@98 when the full lmpact of thé "gold rush' had not been felt

NS

CAt that tlnc tha\settlement\con51sted of crhde or temoo;éry st uctures
A

e

'7

the constructlgn of ﬁ more“substanthl townshx§ "

~
4

\—

structures dlstrlhuted in .a haphaaard manner, The sprg&llng mlning camp

#

in Jgp&a

TN

~

N | | |
Thus the nor!hwestern';egion of the Yukon hag béen; opencd ap by

Tav ™

A\

A

4

b

1896-1926<
. / . N

N -
e ~

As m@ﬁefs-sﬁafmbd to the KJehdike'River and itéfwealth—lEGeh

- .o

~

ReH “ .

g,

»

o

P

2

~<,

'

o

N

b

-

-

Send .
L RtV

vt

Y

arowth took olace 1n tWO stages,.

’ Y

NN

i

¢
[

.\‘

$ N

“

(
a modest influx of explorers, proséeqtors, tradera and\government
- § -
o§f1c1a1s ‘but nothlng could héhe\pfe/dYed the Yuﬁon Terrltory for the

Flrstly the perlod prlo;

12\

,\\Y

-
- 4

~

r\

A\

S\ - ' '
townslte on the’
i,

-~

~"

N , Sl

"DaWébn's bfief,
e f

S Vd
T ¢

ey

3 . NLo-

-
~

4

The initial perlod saw Dawsbn characterlved by tentﬁ*ene log

ry, 1897.

By April ofvthat'ﬁear the pepulation of thelcogmuhitY'k

-

——

had risen ‘o abouyf 1500,

4\
Ny
L

—

C e

—

IHld,,
i3, >

P

P. g3
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-

Berton, Klondlke, 1972, p.r82 -
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continued in this fashion until Wllllam Og11v1e‘§urveyed the’ townsite

o . .
The set'tlement consisted of two 'tent cities';
. A~
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Dawson proper ‘and Kibndlke "City or 'Lousetown' whlch lay on the opponte
b . P N

ihore of thé Klondlke from Ladue S‘fown51te lmmedlately above the Junctlon

T

' Qﬂth the Yukon. As Qawson S pgpulatlon ekploded the-%ettlement expanded

> -4

'aacross the Yukon River to-West Da&son and up the conflnln; ridge behpnd

\

Dawson gtself/ ~ v

N -»,‘» A X . ~

. bawso6n hag been laid out' in i conventlonal/grld pattern w1th~the

4 / * -

,§treets r%nning northeast%50u£nyest and southeast-nofthwest.%4r The cor-~

R B -
meriqa}'apea:was clustereh along the Waterfront givinq Dawson a definite
AN Y
>

‘river orientation. Government functlons were concentrated “at the 51te of.

t

-~

St

. FUNCTION ~~--

o L - - ~

_— Y GRS e

' &
Eort Herdhmer, the orlglnal N.W.M.P. post in Dawson, in the southwest

Tk

corner pf the sét\lement Resideﬁtial areas, consisting of t%ﬁts, log

AN A~ O
cabins and frame dwellings, eXtended back from the commercial areas-énd

—

‘ '.ﬁ:(’_ - . \ X .J( » ) . ] ,/

- =
.up the sloping yidge. Even in its initial development'Dawson%s growﬁh

- X LIRS \... ) F4

"

-

éta es av01éed 16& ly;nq reas of‘%he srfenso frof the beglnnlng Dawson S ;
EA &% 5 .

’\ ' \ r«,‘iﬁ —'\

¥ .
xesldgntlal<areas were 1nter5persed w1th vacant’ land. (See Figure 6}).
\t . . E v . . ‘ P , A / . ’ . ‘_L

. . §_“";_ Ao v

'\;‘_ : Dawsbn, althopgh~not 51tuated at the Fite of gold extraction,

o -, ’

= / . 4- v

served as a qgnlng service éentre becauee of its proxlmlty bo the majox

[N [
N - - :

» . —_—~ > ¥ ' Ve i - ~

-

Y
comguunication links-wi;h—the 'outside'.f For example By July, 1898, e

P ‘ ' 3

N ~_- . A . :q: ’
Dawson had two hanks, two newspapers, five churches and a telephone
. N ‘ , i

.

. 15 - o e : o : :
service. Dawson's major function was that of a break-of-bulk point. %

-As a {Fsult Dawson developed an extensive .commercial district which

e

14g. Gutseﬁ}, "Dawson City". Geograﬁklcal Bulletln, No. 3, 1953, p- 29%
lsserton§ Klondike., 1972, pl 287. . — i~ - 'ﬁy
- e . .‘( . ‘*. o ‘ S’\ ’ AN
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™y,

-t :of these, among them Grand Forks, Hunker andsDominion, grew to a signifr.

R Y

T

k

N\

A0

e

e

\

*%

~“&

U e RN,

consolid%eed ts predominance over other, more temporary_settlements.

In addition the communisy offer
‘manded by a m1n1J§¥popu;atlon. Saloonb ‘and gambllng,h
£

‘% méjor porﬁkon of* Dawson s laqge commercial area.

’

™

icant size, e.g. 3794@, although they were of a t(ﬁn51tory nature.

period 1896-1900

, .

Ty

‘/—ﬂ

+

e
?
~ functional types\of settlementvare to be ldentlfled intthe ' creeks in. the

AA

l.

¢

: Several settlements however did develop in the gold flelds.

qils

" ,(L'

ed a wide range of social amenities ge-

S

A
constltuted

Some

-«-’7"’ .

N~

/ \',"

‘x

N

“Three

4
Thesé are mlners' dwellxngs, woad houses servxng trans-

‘}

%ent@ in the @o}d ?1eld and local serv1ce cenuers which were normally

located at the ]ynctlon

/

b

[

s

SO

~.

-"il

-

of major creeks.“

Rre

B T -,r

As gold became lees access—

g
w

ib¥s and mlh\ng technology changed, these ereekﬂsettlements faded from

L S \

“the landseapé.

/oL axe -
f;. :: s BT
POPULATION .
: ;

'difficult t . ascertéin ae the‘inhSBitJhts

there was’ a 1ack,of accura;e census data.

-l

N g

d
\,/

N-W»M P

.4,.

14

-

Q

=

-

Y

The geak ﬁbpulation of Dawson'.and

“the Kiondike

mining

-

;eglbn is

were,largely tfansxent and

Accdrdlng to

- .,

-~

X

{
E T. Adney a

survey in- m1d~summer of” L898 reported between 17,000-18, 000

,,_,-.-\ P

(Bersons in Dawson with an addlt?ong} 4, 000 5 000 w1th1n a flfty mlle

v

radxuéﬁ

le

Duerden, Thé“Evolutlon

4

).

17

E.T. Adney, The Klondlke atampede

p. 386.
18

Sy
|

C e

e

i

!

o

\§
C. Campbeli in Gutsell Geog Bulletln, 1953, pP. 31¢_‘T

4
»

e

e

£

‘ Thls total is supported by cC. Campbell who reported a Klondzke

regioH:pOpulation;ﬁf 220000 18 g;he: estiAatesvp;ace the{iegional -

1971, p. 72.
YE Galleon Press, Washington, 1968,
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populatlon of 1898 as hlgh as 3’0 000 p\ersons .~ A large portion of this /
— , 'I - ‘
i pogd{atlon 1eft the Dawson are.\ when gold dlSCOVCrlGS wére re\:rted i
- T-u. — 3 s ¢

~Nome, A..Laska in 1899. Anoth,ar N.W.M.P. census in‘AJanuaryv 1899 r‘evealed ~

~
that the tot{l populatlon of the Klondike reglon had, contracted to 16,258.

\s ‘ . | ’
(See :Table 4) B ' - \ s A \
.‘\\._"‘ ) )( e v ; /\ . o
. . -~
- PS “\ ' T ’! ‘ . “ & \.
Toa 7 ‘ 5 5)\BLE 4 PR . \ i~ ,
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., } A - . : ' .
o e 1S ~ - L, N ‘. .
: -\ Sz ,ﬁ /\ } . ! - “ \\( , \
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POPULATION CONTRAGTION , ‘
2 “ ! A ’\,‘l“ X : W

.

"During the peak years Dawson was regarded.ag'a cosmopolitan city
with many comforts of 'odfside'vcentres. ';As early as” November, 18993”> f
Dawsen h;d'hospitais, éﬁu ?EQS, sidewalks, bridges, graded and draipea
séréets,ifirc brigades qnd electric st;eet lighting, and in”iater years a

sewer and water system, a telephone system and all the services and com-

- . 19
forts of a large city were installed." .
) s

The ‘incorporation of Dawson as a éify in 1902 and the resulting-
increase in taxation to pay for these ‘civic facili%}es reduced the number

‘of local commercial enterprises. -In addition the more apceséible gold

o o

1 ’ . .
had been removed thereby forcing a number of small-scale operations in

the area to abandon their claims. Although gold prodbction continued to

- -__ . ' , . "S .

llncrease untll 1903; (See ‘Table 5) largexr companles such as ‘the Yukon

,\ i .
Gold Porpo%atlon began cnnsdlldating\clalms in huge areas so that. .large-
‘scale dﬁedglng coulh bé'prof tably lntroducba ,

' hEA

N ) ' . . X i ' : R
The,profitable high-grade gravels were showing signs' of exhaustion
0 ‘ : P . ' . ' o l
and-in order to work the lower grade properties great quantities of water

. . : ’ \ ’ o
‘ were nceded. This problem was;especially‘acupg‘ihtworkihg the upper o,
e /: \,, . k\s, ) f‘ : o
%enches-énd hills. “Labour costs were also relatively high and the intro-
; v . :

~duction of labour-saving devices such as small dredges and hydraulic

‘cquipment dnly 'increased the demand for water. A-series of elpborate

flumes and ditches were constructed to.transpért‘water. The scale Of -

o

S
construction is illustrated by the expznditure of seven million dollars
by the Yukon Gold Company to build a 136 kilometer (85 miles) ditch from

1

ljﬁopz, ThelDawéon Region, l965,hp.“13;' » 7‘,f- S
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i3 [1 \'.,
’( . 4 I} B : // . k\
- TABLE 5 -~
TN \
YUKON GOLD PRODUCTION'/vA1896-l925
-_._'. - : e ; . . I'” t
YEAR PRODUCTION ROYALTY PAID YEAR PRODUCTION ROYALTY PAID /‘
$ ‘ $ - [ §-
1896 300,000 e 1911 4,126,000 103,000
’ BERS Vad Co )
1897 2,500,000 A 1912 4,024,000 1oo,?gg~
A
. N ~ . ,
< 1898 3,072,000 ° 273,000 . 1913 5,018,000 125,000
N ! :
. | o v . S
1899 7,582,066\ 588,000 _\¢g§9! 5,301,000 132,000 |
LT R , | _
1900 9,809,000 730,000 1915 4,649,000 116,000 ,
| " g~
1901 - 9,162,000 592,000 1916 4,458,000 111,000 :
. .. vt , . ~ “ .
1902 9,566,000 331,000 1917° /3,960,000 °99,000 !
1903 12,113,000 302,000 1918 3,266,000 8L,000.
] . . . e . ’ 2 - :
1904 10,790,000 272,000 1919 1,947,000 “48,000 <
N . B N\,
1905 8,222,000 206,000° . 1920 1,660,000 %1, 000
- o' \\ T ] . v .
1906 6,540,000 163,000 1921 1,246,000 31,000 ',
& gL S v R . _
1967 3,304,000 82,000 1922 . 1y230,000 ~_.  -30,000 -
: v e ' B T ™~ :
1908 2,820,000 70,000 1923 1,032,000 25,000
a 1909 ,3,260,00Q ~ 81,00 1924 1,136,000 . 28,000
1910 3,594,000 _ 89,000 1925 ¥ 625,000 115,000
. S W s
I = - *
‘ - . ) \, - . ’ e
SOURCE: H.A. Innis, Settlement and the Mining Frontier in (¢ Mackintosh

and Joerg, Canadian Frontiers of Settlement, 1936, Vol. IX, p. 219.

-~

~

Il



_ - . - eerrets e - /
, hY
I ' . ~ 47
. \ ~ N _ : 7 -
, .
Voo ot
\ ' . N s & )
Twelvemile River to Gold Hill. The entire sSystem coqglsted oﬁﬁal km v
- - ~

N (19,6 mlles) of flume, 60 km (38 mlles) of dltch and 20 km (12.6 miles)

of plpp.zo Capdtal expendltures “of this scale;eilmlna -=d the small-scale : N

. ~
~\~?lacer ope77tions aha opened the way for larger holdingerWith agdverse

effects for Dawson's growth.

. ‘ . L. N
By 1901 the éopulation of Dawson had been redycted to 9,142 3nd | -

21

Ve
by 1911 it had shr' to 3,013. The &m&ce of gold and the value of \

+

production con?&ﬁhe yvto fall wikih a cogreSponding,decreaée in Dawson's -

-

population. Tﬁg sig¥ing of the C.P.R. steamship, "Princess Sog&}a", in AN

/?the Lyng\ganal i;$TQ&9 caused thesdeath of 125 Daz;onites; futher Pecim:'
‘v \\ - ‘ '

ating a shrunken population.22 By 1921 the population of Dawson had been 4
) . &

-

reduced to 975 persOns;23 . _ - -

S TS L v ‘ : : o ' oA P

~ DAWSON 1921-1950 = - - o U o 4 ~
’ . Y v L~ o

.‘ . . - o -
o » -\\<
- 'Thé/thfrty—ycar period following the Flrst WorlA War was oneN f - o

-, ! PR
slight change for the Dawson area. TPhe fluctuating population of Dawson v
et et Y scommie coii T
- reflected inversely the economic conditions ‘outside’. In times of_w19e4ﬁ -
. ' : ) 4 ‘ '
7 < . . . ‘ .
N spread unemployment and depression during the 1930's, the attractiopn of

\
e

MIocal'gold possibilities drew .people to the area. ‘Lotz's survey of 19638 .

w~revealed fhat twenty-five of one hundred and eighty-seven houseﬁ?ld.heads ' 4
had arrived in the comq;nity between 1928 and 1938_.24 ’ N

[y

20 . . U
¥ Innis, in Canadian Frontlers of Settlement Vol IX, 1936, p. 244. T -

Y \ : . Co ‘ﬂ
2leiNADA CENSUS, 1901 and 1911, ‘ i o %
Y
/

-
}Be;ton, ﬁ Married the Klond;ke, McClelland and Stewart, Toromtqv /
1972 p. 146%. ' . a » C

\ 3CANADA CENSUS, 1921 a — o o~

24 g ' o
Ibtz,. The Dawgon Area, 1965, p. 17. v
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> in Dawson' 3 populatlon durlng the depre551on years

ppriod.25“ . ‘ 7

. ~
N d - /
. / ~ ",
S ".“ .
\< / ’ - /‘ - ! " fl' . Y. .
B ' X ¥ .
GeneralYy the Yukon was an area where the cdsf;of‘lixang, when Cy

s - )
. v . : :
supplemented by the resources of the land, was low and employment oppor-
. . ’ . ) e
tunities w)ie still abundant Placer mining an% work on- the mining

\\
.

dredges of tl¢ new Yukon Consolldifed Gold Corporatlon (Y.C.G. CT provided

' X
sources of employmknt for unskilled workers. This employment factor,
ks

!
wthh was a consequence ‘of an increase from twenty dollars an ounce t&

thlrt ~five an ounce i old prlces, contributed to the Sllght lncreaée
Y: Q\g o

A
-, N

a

The Yukon Consolldated Gold Corporatlon LX\C G.C.) was an amalga=
- ¢

P
A

mation of several smalleﬁ operatiqps\hhich took place in 192?. 1t was

an important source of permanent and seasonal employment for Dawson

¥

. residents. In that min}ng aécounted for the income of approximately 25

per cent of those residents. of-Dawson who were gainful%y.empldQed, the ¥
; ' ‘ ' ‘ ' S o ' . :
A € B \k 4 . ’ -—-‘.. . N ! . . . ‘ s
Y.C.G.C. wags/an important economic ba51szdf/Dawson during this tnneﬁﬁ

M B 1
-5 e . —— . <

4& i vi,

\/

‘ T 5
. "f \}) 5 v o
The first of a serles 'df economlc set acks fbr Dawson beg&n with “w

the - obnstfuotlen of the Alasga nghyay durlng ‘the Second World War.

Ys:

R —
A
In. response‘to the Japanesejthreat, th Unlted States and Canada began
il \'I N )’\
constructlng a road/{lnk from the southern céhtqie og/Supply to Alaska.\

N

The project‘was completed in 1944 and in the PYow oS much of ‘the employ-

e
. - i

ment~gotent4al capltal and\}esdurceé of th& mérrltory'were quééntratedn - {/’

T

/
1nand around whitehorse, which benefitted from its Txll link to the o
_ N ’
Pacific coast. Whltehorse was a relatively central supply p01nt for the’
, / _ N :
hlghwaf and a m}gor alrporglwas developed there as part of the Northwe
S - .
/ . ~.'.. . v, : /
/ ' //_ S o Y i, S
Ay i . : - ° S ' ‘ : »
25Gutéell, Geogr. BulYetin, 1953, p. 82. o C \~ . . , o
% 7 a | \ ¢ -
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A

\ ‘ o
StaglanBoute Dawson on theL\ther hand was no} on the new - hng<ay and

Ty

“was stild dependent on the water 11nk w1th whitehorse. Thus a bQom for
P4 :
, 4 L e Y,
,the\Zukon genérally actually contributed to Dawson's declin_e'\i The after-
’ ) v ~

: 7. ¢ . _
effects of the‘Alaswa Hi?hway cemented Whitehorse's new-found supremacy.
\:/ )
A center of\\oad ;Eall, gfz”qnd other communloatlon links, Whltegorse
& a {k
took over as the prlmary growth pole of the Yukon. While much of

rest of Northern Canada was surging’{nto;the post-war age of technology

and development DaWson‘s'probLgms were just beginninéf

/4/ S / B - , | - ' \_
DAWSON T951-1968 ' -
s A
s ‘ Tne post-rar period saw the furthef d?cfide of Dawson continding

/-

1nto the 1950°'s and mid 1960 S. Do*ing this time it'lost its two most

N N -~

. * A e / o~

TIfportant economic bases, that of éovcrnment admlnistration andjtggt of T
Y ¢ S 3 : I

tﬁe Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation. These,losses;gcombined with I

o ’ g e (V4 .
the physical deterioration\ f the oommunity‘indicatedlthe serious possi-

bility of Dawson becoming a true ghost.town “ Indeed Gutsell\(l955) : \_
. . N
' suggests that tpe community had nearly reqched the last stage of the urban4f
"cycle as many large areaé of the settlement were abandoned 26 ¢ this \
7 tlme gdid was Stlll an rﬂpoxhant segment of Dawson 's economy but the \;_
lmoendlng departure,qﬁ.Y C. dyc would leave a rapldly stagnatlng employ- Lt
A .

. xJ ey B m.'.(.-
ment'base. '
v N

¥ _ ‘ _ .
»=The inpg£~of Federal and Territorial Government funds continued i

—
.\mb

to stave off Dawson's complete oog;apse. “Between 1920 and 1963 approxi-

- mately half a'million.é%lla;svﬁas provided to the mun}oipa}ity by the

_ ) I | % '. o e -\‘ ) .v&e
I ) - - - C ’
o 4
§ + - >
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27 . . e
Terrltorlal vaernment "% This perlod—e{\Dawson's-hlstdfy serveg“to
1llustrate the dcpendency that many gorthern settlements have on govern—

A = ,
ment sources of income, whether theke be,invthe form,of emg}oymeét or

> ., ’ ’ . a
:>&ocial benefits. ' g !

oo 2

. Because of the concentration of populatign around'Whitehorsg’the
~. BN ) g . " '
‘residenge of‘Whiéehorse advocated the'transfgf of the capital from Dawson
o ‘ o »/ . . i \ = P #
to the ?6re SOutherly Yuko; city. A greater population (approiimateLnn%

-

5800 compafed with 750), bettef access via road; rail, and air, resultinq

4n less lsolatlon, ‘were all contrlbutlng ‘Factors to the argumens that the . %
4

‘ majoq;ty of govcrnment functions should\be sitwdted in Whltehorse As

- ~ ' ¥

‘ y ~ /
L/

Dawson was notyyetvconnected to the southern areas of the Territbry by
B . L.

-\ ) 243

~

v an all-weather road 1t was 1solated for several months of the year "and+

”;thus the coﬁﬁunication factor was a-persuasive element for the transference

A P S ' Ly E Y

/

N ‘R g \ N -~ <

A . ; _ : R

‘Pnnﬁarch lS,‘l95lﬂ£t'was rcported by the Yukon mgfnber of*ParliameqF,
1 X . ’ - L ‘

J.A. SimmOns, that "it has;been decided té‘move.the seat of government

from Dawson to Whitehorse." The move had been.ant1c1pated and was

~E AN e I\
T R
strenuously opposed by Dawson' residents on grounds that Dawson was the

[N E i

‘center of placer mining in the Yukon Terrltory g—anc‘i was therefore of
o ) \\
mgjor economlc lmpo%t\hce to the Terrltory as well as being of great his- ﬂ
~ A w oo\ / A e :

4 torlcal and sentlmental value not on}y to the Yukon but to the whole of
P

Canada. In addﬂtlon it was drgued that \Fe-cost of the transfer and con=

str*rtlon of - new bulldlngs would be far greater than retalnlng the‘tapltal

r\
y | | ‘\\

7Log;, Northern Reaﬁltleé, 19%0, p. 297 : ' ' S S,

) 28L tter to the Edleor, Dawson\Weekly News,»@hursday, 15 March-1951. . S
29 A¥ thls time g&1d ‘production in the Yukon was $2,856,000. Total mlnEral

proauctlon for the Yukon was ifi the’ ‘order of $14,739,000 in 1953. Source:
Dominion Bureau of Statlsticsﬂ i9§7 ; o e Co.
Y = A : % o
\\ [ 4 - . } - P . 3.}: ) AT
- . iy L o s . ‘,',' coL . . .

. .
~ L 7 ¢ AR 14 »

= L BN < CeT AT e

- 7 .

’ - K e

of the capltal - N : 'X\ N : ./% ‘ 3 S \
- . - :



By

at Dawgon, Slmmons cdontinued, "in view of all Yhe factors concerned ang,

et

.-4.;--..-..«...‘;1."“ e a e e,
. ‘

48

h N

/
A

A

: RS
~ T . , ) ‘ C o \

’

a detritental resultkof‘such a d@an e in Yukon Terrltory 1 wish © pro--
_ : ge Al

ko ' ' ‘ . —f

test vchemently against such a change as/ in my opinion, Ilfeel‘that the

advantagcs of retaining the*capital at Dawson City overrides any advant-.

Y. b v . :
ages to be gained'from moving it to whitehorse."30 oo -

\Aﬁreply'by'R.H.-Winters, MiniSter of éesources and -Development, -

supported the decxsxon by*referrlng to the 9ommun1catlon advantages -of
UL v

‘ Whitghorse, 1ts populatlnn (67 per cent of the Yukon Terrltory s total

~ AN

Wl

population), and th&,long—term sav1ngs in time'and moneyf The opp051tion

ted b Dawson I'Csl(lcnts, bUSlneSSmen and mln‘n executl es falled tO
: 9 v

;‘ Y

11'.' N

reverse the FedcrNi Government s decr%&on and the move began 1mmed1ate1y.
N

\

However 1t was Rot" untll A rll 1953 that ‘the transfer was fully completed
P ¥

"and the first Slttlng ‘of the ftrrltorlaﬂ Counc1l tooﬁ place in Whltehorse.

,\_} ) / i ' t ' =

o

o y . : :
t{gnsfer»had onfthé/commergial and retatf/sgctors of.the commgnity.
SES SR R = =

Several governnent departments and agenc1es were stlki represented

\\ - .“ - ..\ 7‘\ N9
in Dawson"' These 1ncludod local representatlves c£~the Federal Government

/
X

‘eq. M;nlng Recorder, Depar tme t of Transport, as well as th; soc1al,

~ AT N
educatlonal and transportiglon services of the Terrltorlal Government

\ :
These in £é%t are still functlonlngyln Dawson at the present tlme\put the

«*g . . pYETry o : : '_”’\N\ . s

-transfer of the_bulk of admlnlstratlve functlons removed between forty

. yf
and flfty SnglflC jqbs\from the communlty and meant a loss of at least

iy
=

100 Dawson reSLdents 3 Thls does nﬁt begln to measure the effect the

. iy, .
! e . X /f;\\

N v /

7
o
Pl

30Dawson Ueekly News, '8 March 1951, E - , o~

311nte§vrew thh M. Munro, former Terrltbrlal Clerk, Dawson C;ty, July,
1976. A A

y
N
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. SN N TABLE 6 — \ 2
- X ' : LU 0T
\ - /Jk\ | . e / /\/14 J
’ ‘t
. . } . ) . . ,‘g/ ‘, v \i
P ‘ DAWSON CITY POPULATION: . R -
o , . . Y,
- - s1001-197 ,
- N . } \ - e ~
R - < — . . . -
“ _ YEAR - POPULATION YEAR POPULATION N7 1
. : 7 -
, o P
1901 9,14z 1941 1,043 0N
\'\' 1911 '3,‘01‘3 G WS 783
L 1921 975 1956 . 851 N
’ : . g . ' . L. A‘\ N
1931 -, 819 - 1961 88l ke
e / ~ ‘%‘ ? . ) ‘\k“ '
S ' 1971 ‘ 745 . ‘
Ky ~ SOURCE: c;;/mon {‘JSUS. v ke ' ; .
. 5 . .
}- . o : t"' ) : ' ‘ - s
3 . . . LN ) a ' . ‘
N Ve i o TN \.'\
> Withimnthree y¢ars of the initial transferoggwson‘yisvconnecte¢fto :
e x . o . . ‘ ~ -~ ~ )
the WhitehorsewMdyo. road and thergfoyé became acce;sible,all ye:r-qpund T
—— C ar S md o0 T h - e
' BV G

by'land‘roﬁtes. This was slitght compenSation for the removal of the

T . . : . E : ‘ N
capital but road,transporfation would prove~to be Dawson's primary asset
X

in its effort to seek new soure(s of economic stabllltx\ Unfortungtelytl ot ﬁ

" . the. constructlon~of a permanent road llnk meant the decline ﬁpd vzrtual ' S e
. " ' : e y v
dlsapp‘%rance of rivgr trafflc The last rlverboat sa11ed~from Dawson N

o v 7
Ugust 26L;l955 ending.the-era of river transporation andysettlement;, one W
32/ Nl .
of the few remalnlng links with the gold rush Qf 1898. o T~
.“‘/“ s -
v The closure bf the Yukon Consolldated Gold Corporatlon in 1966°

! T .» -

7
'reﬁeated the_disaStrous effect of the admlnlstratlve-transfer. The Y.C. G C. A~

had been Operaﬁlng contlnuously since 1923 and‘was the largest mlnlng /

' }'/ ™ -
éﬁloperatlon 1n\§pe northern Yukon as well as the larqest employer of 1abchr ‘
» A - y;” EN . X g . .

..4\. ’

A small amount of -local river trafflc\remalns although v1rtually no

commercial serv;&e exxsts. i "
. . v o s

L'

o . ~
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-—in the Dawson area'(See Table 7). Althougn4Y C. G C offejed relatively

1 l .

-

larde scale employment for Vhe Dawson reglon few of the company employees
‘ - -

\ .
re51dedﬁin’Dawson /Most Qf the permangnk employe s 1fﬁ*l963 approx1mat Fx i
Q 4 ¢

-60) . and all of the temporary persons (tn 1963 approxlmately §l0) lived in

/

theldredglng camps 51tuatcd 1n\the gold flelds 33

The major campk;as ) A

a, locgtedﬂat B&ar Creck some twelve miles from Dawson (See Figure 11).
- Y
In l963 only. forty—51x s& the 310 total employed bylghe company resided

34
in Dawson. -~

o Despite .the proximIty of Y.C.G.C. operations to .Dawson the city

,

r,

. ( _ ‘
did not Lenefit to the maximum extemt as a\&ervice center. ; Employees
b < Vid ‘ E : NV < -
vf the bompany, cspccially.seasona%-workers, made little use of the
. —~
* \social and economic 0pportun1t1es of Dawe/n in .order to save thexf-wages
> = ‘j 35 '
sorthat they mlg t go 'outside’ durlng the inter season. However
~ ( \ . - . . - . a0 5 \ \
Lotz (1965) felt that Y.CxG.G. domlnatcd economic aéflvlty in Dawsof.
i o . ‘ N

~

: , : : , % ~ : N ' o

"X number of Ehy permaneﬂé/residents of the city/have worked for the com-

. X "‘l ’ ' Py 3
pany in the past, as have a number of* the small placer miners. " In the

nine years bq&Ween 1954 and 1962, Y.C.G.C. spentvSl,l92,ﬁ9lror an\eVerage

of about 5132,500 annuglly in Dawson.3§ " 1In addltionithe4company provided
— = A S N o
.310 or almost halﬁk}he avallable JObS in the Dawson area 1n~l963.

\ - Loy

S
The closure of Y. C G.C..had SLgnlflcant lmpact/ln areas other than

g

LIS,

A
L -

' employment opportunltles. Eirstly‘thcre was a contractio;)of geﬁerally
{ L B .

. . , - v . ‘
settled areas in the Klcndike region. Besides the abandonment of Bear

N wt ’ { ) TN ¥
3a’l.ot::, The Dawson Area, 1965, p.'9b. : d . - N
: 34 1bid., p, 99. 3 3 I e S -
. 351\d., p 99 .- i / . ‘ l' .
“‘&Jlbld.,pﬁs { ‘. SR \
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TABLE 7 .
| ’ F. SN
! ‘ v / £
4 B . : : N
7_ . . + - . -
o Y.C.GIT. ORERATIONS -~ ~ - ‘
N . ) . \
¢ o 1950-1963 '
; X ; e ‘ a
& TOSAL DREDGE | TOTAL RETURN TOTAL TOTAL MEN M
*  YEARL OPERATi\NG DAYS FROM GOLD PROFIT EMPLOYED (MAX.) ’
D $ , $
i\ \ A AN ]
1950 1,mi 2,542,000 879,696 466
- > -
1951 1,322 © Tye34,000 438,073 438
. i 4 B ﬂ;
. , ¥
1952 1,309 1,919,000 214,460 464
1953 1,%38 1,524,000 255,888 467
1954 « 1,386°% . 1,82\?,‘000 382,182 437
em ’ —.
155 1,244 1,700,000 284,474 401
. ' ‘ o dod -
1956 . 1,263 ~. _1,682,000 .~ 301,013 364
‘ “r % R ' | Ny
¥4 P . Lo o
ps7 1,394 1,935,000 227,524 347 -
1958 1,298 1,895,000 191"‘,866 [ 37
1959 1,310 1,804 900 ©.38,853 370 -
v / .
1260 © yh130 4 21825000 7 75,899 R
Toel 956 s 1,925,000 220,975 309 - -
: < s o : S '
1962 1,004 1,648,000 65,758 311
_ ‘ N NIV \-
1963 1,135 1,651,000 63,695 310 .
l 27 >
~ ' . X
Fo s . / -
SOURCE: LdJtz, The Dawson Area, 1965, p. 87-88. /
. - ) : . ‘ ' e
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-% \/Qxeekc;thé cessation of Y.C.G.C. activities on Hunkerg Dominion, and
e
? .
'/-—

Sulphur Creeks, where Eégoging.and bulléozing operations had-take place,
-~ ) . ’ | '
caused a severe loss of population in tﬁesewhinterland areas. Sdfondly,

‘.’ -~ \
th{ maintenance o& several roads in the arég.had begﬂ jolntLy shaFed by
Y.C.G.C. and the Territorial Government. nThe withdrawal of Y.C.G.C. S FE

placed an added burden on the Territorijal Government,olégough this was

‘in terms of 1ncreased local hlghway malntenqﬁte !

~ Beerly o CL 4 Cc.. In eggect Dawson was dcpendent upon the sub-

sigiéry»ébﬁﬂ ‘e-ated bglthe compaﬁy for its gold mlﬁ}nqwtperatlons. ' y
. : [ f‘ 1 ’
4
Hydro-electrlc powor for thé company was generated on ihe North Fork of
” ) TS
the Klondl ¢ River. The plant conSLSted of three 5,000 h pTJunlts w*th

\ bn.fmergency diesel lnLDawson.38 With the chsure of Y. C.G.C. the anti=
/ ST A \ . T
_qdateq p(gpt became a liabiYity for’Dawsnn services It was necegsary

to transfer the responsibility for power dna water services from Y.C.G.cC.

o the Northern Canada)?ower Commissxon (N C.P. C ) whlch at a later date

7\ v

undertook the ln llation of a new pOWer unit in tKe townsite. Unfor-
\““*‘ 1; a\ - e

¢

tupately for Dawson, many of the d{\gdvantages of thc previous arrange-
o
- ment Wltﬁ Y C.G.C., 1 e. hlgh cost have quely been dupllcated b} N, C P C..
’ ki

The/gukon Consolidated Gold Coréoratlon had seemlnqu traps-

» N
#nrmed Dawson into a semblance of a company town, The communlty was able
—/‘.‘i‘ = Id

to survlve Y.C.G.C.'s closure buf not without sufferlng another economlc

setback and loss of populatLQp. The closing of Y,C.G.C. has;'for the
GOVE NT OF THE YUKON. DEPARTMENT‘OP"HIGHWA{§ AND PUBLIC WORKS, .

INTER¥IEW, JULY, 197¢. & , : C g

8 _ .

3 Lotz, The Dawson Area, 1965, p. 42.
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ti?p being, endedflarge-scale gold mining in the Klondike region, with SN
‘severe r¢percu§sions for Dawson. S - N
-~ : . TS : v . .
~ These\ two economic losses yere reflected in the physical

era . . ) . B )

4

“-3

appearance of the citf. 'ﬁarge Tracts Were_Vacated, others were the sites
of derelict buildings and abandoncd 7aéhinery;"An‘examination'of three
’ bland use‘\hps illustrates the extent of this ph§§1cgl decay (See Fﬁgure ?7

"The prlmary detcx;paatlon occurred in th¢ number of commerc1alLand retall
o
ogtletéfl The loss of rlver trafflc reduced the development of commercdal
C YA v Y
structures along the: rlycr front and in fact mueh of thckremalnlng com-~
'nQ;tlal activity shifted towards the centksr of the settlement.
y > L.
N S A second facet §£ gecpy oecurred in the residential districts }
P . : _ 4 !
of Dawson between.l945 and 1968. "{n thls,perlod the absolute number of
'../ >
dwellxnge in the city decveased by 43. 1In 19§§ there were 172 occupled
. ;oA ﬁ“\\//» N N
dwellfhgsh 49 of whlch;glther did not exist or were not OCdUpled in 1947...
. B ‘
o
" In 1947, 74 abandonc{ bum&dlngs or former bu1ldlng 51tes could be 1)()51—‘\\<
3
tlvely identified; in 1968, 138 abandoned‘ﬁulldlngs or’ 51tes of former /

I
bu1ld1ngs were enunerated%"39' , C — /

Ty,
TN - TheseLtwo clements~e£\physlcal decay\no dEﬁbt pers;st from
. {';" > Y -
gﬁe lnltlal exuberance of settlement but dugﬁng the past twenty—flve jears

the deterioration of commercxal premises and resgidential dwellings was
“ . < . .
\ : T :
encouraged by the depamiure of twd major -economic bases with little in

a

the way of economic substitution. Present-day Dangy is attempting to
: : P o : :

et

. . ‘ i : >
\ Tovercome this trend of decay as the ngxt chapter‘wilﬂ‘&emonstrate.

. Yooy

L

- . A A Ve A N s e, .
399?erden, The Evolution...of Settlement Patterns, Y. T r 1971, p. 93&
{ :

o
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o TABLE 8 » i s '
}I’ - ,:"“‘ 2“;, > _..",:‘:\’ "
. Yy
- - o . ‘ . \
‘ _~ ~ COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS Iffi DAWSON 1953-76 N
V/ v A i .
£ e = ' g
_ _RIDGE 1953 LOTZ 1963 - DUERDEN 1968 3976
—~ e : ] ' N
\_‘;'“ Bla‘l’:kbﬂiith's,s@ 2 2 ) o “5_\ . N
o \ N - . " L ™ , Q /‘ 'T iy .
Garage . 2 ‘ 2 ot s 2 L2
’ L3 £ . . N |
. ~ . > .
Commercial Gardener N Lo o w ) i .
. ;. ‘ ' N A AT
Barber 2 1 p o 1. T
. b
‘ A -
Ecauty Palour ' 1 1 / 1 L1t
.. i i N T - . gl ey
v i,'lfheatre 42{;‘:,.( ) - \ /\\k 1 ' - 2., <~,2 can
R ‘ L
Hardware Store ! 1 ) ey L
. ) : - - ;
Bicycle Shop e 1 : I - / >
A\ | . ~— - 4 . Y 1 =" .- —
.- ‘/ , 7\\ o &\ : N f AN s f
Souvenir Shop 2 - 3 _ 30 ~,. 4
» | f& ' ‘ P v . .
-~ Restaurant 2 4% - 3 \ 3 . v
) [N \ >on
s v x i
Hotels. _(Wl\th bars) 5 : 5 - 2 '3
.. . - “x Y ,:’:
Rooming Houses, with Cabins y 3 R T2
‘ " : e ' o - : o~ y
. . A
¢ .
" Motels 5 % 4 -6
P ™ - - .
Banks’ » . /2/ - 2 - \2 1
Trénsp[uj tation- Canpanies , 6 7‘ p 10 3 ] 9
. [ - . i . gy )
N N . ’,/T | ) \
General: Stores. R \2 : i 3y 3 4 -
" N . o v
pgkery - ] 1 N t. ,
. : K
Newgpaper Office f 1l \ )
o o . - % ’., .
Clothlr{? StO_re . } ' P ;:‘ ?‘I» / 1 ., :\
— : SN = LN . » ’
 Company Of fige D 2° 2
; | oy / 0
- Taxi Companies U BT .1 I A ‘j:,f.'
. - Other : : « . 13
% . SOURCE: "Ducrien, The Evolution...of Segtlement Patterns Y.T., 1971, p. 99. w
R N e A .
- 1976, ng)endlx @\ SN
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PRESENT DAY DAWSQN, - SERVICES AND FACILITIES
.' U
, .

“ i 4 P2y

»at
. 1vcness it must do so from a SOlld, efficient base. Thcrefore, inﬁorder
/-

\

Lo Judge Dawson'* "8 capablllty for growth an examlﬁatxon of its present

) *Sf\' ' 4

,

COﬂdlthhS\Wlll be esseptaal T\ltS population characteristics; 1ts

“iservices and facilities as provided bf'tﬁé"éommuhity;‘three'ievels.oﬁ

1
-

hovcynncnt admlnlsﬁfatlon and prlvatc\enterprlse, and the spat1a1 form

v )

f . [, g \.\ . . / . . ! e

. these services” ehd fac111tles take\thhln Dawson, prlmarlly reflggted in

-
N " ) ~

it€" land use pattern’ In}order to mpximi e the resources at,hand an

' i ; RN

: - . - 4 & - 2 - . .
initial stage of stabil%ty in services and facilities must be achieved.

v ' P . - .

’}PCPULATIQ§ CHARMOTERISTICS .

e 1 et -
o { g & . - .

If Dawson is to utilize its economlc resource° for futurey effect-

®

Dgﬁson Caty is presently the fmfth largest center, ¥ terms oﬁ

,

‘,populatlon,\;n the Yukon Terrltory, although 1t is thelonly setblement
Y co -7 «m..:.

' 1
other than Nhltehorse to have atta;ncd c1ty status (Dawson +has been .a
. .oy ’ . ,
S o R TN T .
city since 1902 although it bccame a‘Territorial-taxationAarEa_for a

|

gpgrlod of tlme It regalned 1ts élty status in 195Q) The population

NS

'of DaWSon 1s once agaln glow1ng albelt slowly, aftefta-pqglod of decllne
~~~~~ S o

Py . ez ”

Ahe 1971 ccnsus enumerated\a populatlon of 745 while a Yuktn census of

s o s - T . I ]
e ".; - % N Ajff :
‘\\Whitehorse, pop. .13,448; Faro, pop. 1,301y Watson La@g, 950; Clinton
Cfeen, $50 "Sourceé: Governﬁent of the Yuﬁon, IQ74 .
4 : S v . . 9 R
,— T ’; . 3“: . L . ,’
. S J/ 56 — ‘(' I | ‘;

f - . .’ /,r

. o vy v % ~—— .

‘.’; —— ._L a \\~ [N N h

4 ~ } — - ! -

i { , 'i-s:' N



1974 showed a populatlon of 782 in Dawson 2

c-

the populatlon may have reached 800 durlng 1976. 5,

N by Stanley A55001ates

"\,

proportion of elderly people and a Yoss of the

segment,

le_to_2§kaggﬁgrqg?*o?ﬁgrjf‘Tmhﬁawsanwggaw

i the Yukon or -even in the” ClthS of - southern Canada

In January, 1974 a breakdown of the po

4 o‘
'\,
)‘ <‘v . M _.t Vo
o e "c
M, T - _I
-7 ‘ 1
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T
e 70
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A
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manlng cenEeré’

.gn' Hopegpllxrﬁhe stablllaatlon of the cconomlc base a

ounter this’drlft,

z//

r= . .
i ~

N

T

/
!

\\ ,
lee many isolated communities D
g\ .

-

i

’

p
e T |
" faBLE. 9 7 SRR
S '/>3 A
DAWSON'i‘;ﬁpULATloy BY AGE .

-

e

e N

57

*Unofficial data indicates

—~

-

O

awson has a greater
l
wd

l \

. AGE GROUP PQPULATEON \
0~4 " 93 RS
5-18 206 R
1524 13y -0
25-34 4 9.
. 35-44 , 86 e
" 45-54 o Us2 |
55-64 :f,gﬁfA 3.y
5., 4
- ' ., 745 3. ’
SOURCE: Stanley Associates Ltd

& g

ry

2Government of tue Yukon( 1974.

_ Final Report on Co unlt
i'Serylcés Improvemeat Pro-
¢ gram. Government of the .

Yukon, Department ©of Local
Government, 1974, p. Cc~54.

\

/.

1ndo~endent §ounger

/

Lo ——— .
latgely a% a. nnsuit of a lapk of cmployﬁtnt*opportunltles.

£ the reglon w111

ork in Whltehorse, in vquous

\

<ie

The

pulatlon by age was estlmatedl



Male/female ratlos show that approxxmately 52 per cent of DawSon's

~

population are male:

/

- Ya

N~

A communlty housxng -study in 1972 survcyed 619 of

N/
/\

.
\

the conmunlty s populafwnn. Fnr this Qortlon of the populaégon ther¢

. e

were 269 ma}ég angd 244'fema;es.3

(See\Table 10).
TABLE 16

N

-

P

DAWSON S MALE/FEMALE POPULATJON*

(619;of 745 only)
J:-

;’b

P‘JI

ACE GROUP °

%
FEMALE

4%

B
MALE— AGE GROUP

MALE:

S

0- 4

O S

"3

*

=

5 35-44

v*ns 54
Ve

51:5?

.51,

48,

8~ 48.2

ks

e

\ -

A
15-19

&0 -24’

25 34

o\

10-14

58.7 / 41.3. 55 64

. "J\‘.I.-’
9 52.1
\

' 50.0

47. 6p-59

-~ 50.0 70-75

\ P§5—80
A
' 80+

-

/
48.4 51.6

AN

d

gy

v

47.

- 6HX

100.

*@‘L_ i

4

1

Y
Y

SOURCE:

=T
) /

Compiled from Government.of the Yuﬂshu thmunlty Informatlon

aﬁa\ﬂou51ng Survey\,,l972

Indian (110 ofy742 PaR.).

1

segment 1ncreased Dawson's natlve populatlonwto abqut 20 per cent.

\
~

N

g

.

5

4 The

o

’ 2

4
Gove;nment of the: Yukon, Statistical Appendlx to the Annual Repbrtroﬁ,the

Commissioner

mem: of Loca
A —

- &

. ' ) » ’ . ‘ N
Approximately lswperfceht‘of Dawqbﬁ\s/pOpulatiah{in 1%6§/was
; 2-R€

\ ' .
Jpclu51on of Me;&slw1th1n &he 'non-white'

3Government of the &ukon, Communlty Informatxon ‘and Hou51ng Suxvey, 1972

»°

-+
VAN

1973‘71 Table 2, p. 13.

. -~

e

,\

5Géverhnent of the, Yukon, A Commuhity Plan For Dawson City, 1975.

T~y

A

Depart-

/ : . -

b - \

fncovernnenzL,pfépared'by SYN;BQX West Ltd., March,_ 1975, p- 17.
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e
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s lnhabltants moy%d to Dawson.6 \

: . - o 59

k & A -
A = ' L e , -
The community's native population increased considerablx}whgn the Indian
. ‘ : ‘ o » ‘ ,
village of Moosehide was gradually relocated and many of its&@otmer

- T < I

The 1nflux of summer employees and staff 1nto Dawson ralses “the

J
‘ .? NN ‘.

populatiotho about;lZOO. The sucgess of increaseaztourist promotion
- 5 / A , | §

and the Federal Restoration Program will undoubtedly beireflected in.a
. ! ' o

population increase, both permanent and seasonal.  This will impose a .-
L - L o ) 8 - . . B - _— o

_further strain on services, facilities.and housing. It is from th#s '

question of present and future capaoilities that'Dawsonfs'existing,

.facilities ate d%amined.

o

DAWSON CITY MUNICIPAL SERVI¢%S
. o ;,‘ ~\.\‘ ) “' ’

" o

\n R
Municipal services in Dawson range qulte w1de1y 1n eff1c1enar lwlw

o
w

eﬂfectiveness, and.durability. Basically the harsh cllmate and'economlc

. a W

con51derat10ns are gu1dellnes py which serv&ce daris are 1mproved or -

e - o
\

lnstltute& e . g o , o V
SN C ;;/, i : ﬂ‘ ) , N ) '\“
The quality of service is in part controlled by the,antiquity of

N -

the ex15t1ng systems in conjunctlon with the formerly, decllnlng pop—

ulation, and by. the clrmatlc conditions whlch must Be overcome., The , N

-,\'
<.

present water and sewer systems dére orlglnally ‘laid out for a much

larger'populatlon. The services followed the grld pattern of Daws/

[PV

6Moosehide‘is the former site|of an Indian village located four miles 'Qﬁbﬁ

downstream on the #ight bank of the Yukon Rlver from Dawgon. 1In.the early
- 1890's prlor to the gold rush Anglican mls?*onarles establlshed a Church
and a school at Moozehlde. :

The Federal ‘Government has esgablfshedxj program to rgstore a number of
"historiéally 51gn1f1can7 bulldlngs in Dawson " The plan will be éwam;ned

in greater detail latery : } - A _(
. L .
Ly - SN \ ' P \ < <
» ‘ ~yr ) . ) . ) /. \ e e
7 v\ /l .\ . v : g

» . v -

b'x.. S

'//q;' o A ; o - R
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~, : 4 S | ' ' . ‘ : ’
; | o . / .
‘ C e A C
. ) ~ \ .
seven years after the townslte was 1n1t1ally 14id dbwn in 1897, However,
- -~ —

!

/ -
in the past, ~thc decrea51n9 poﬁulatlon and resultlng contractlon‘Of o 3

-

1§;\ occupied, areaswoﬁ the crty*have meant that extenslve sections of tWe
' water and sewer systems must bc-mKlntalned in order EO prov1de~q small \
N T " ' R ¥
number of resﬁdences with these servyces ~, o 4 .
: e . ) _ ~- \

The large gaps créated by the decline of the ity have imposed;

e

-

A\ an 1neffac1cnt system of Qtlllty supply upon/the communlty. In addltlon,
- i T
- N PN ~ : . . \

{ . certalq area& of the cqgﬁ%ﬁﬁiy’%&e not provided wlth\&ater and sewer

-
‘10 L4

s, services and thére is a growing demand *or pqov1s¥on of these serv1ces S
b~ ) . £,

~

' ~g
-~ in the unsuppl;ed areas. (See Figure 8). This. de51rcd expansxon ofj -

“

> serv1des is in dlrgct Contragy to a rccommchded pollcy of 1nf1111ng = 4

.

T~ vacant;or dhused Tlats. The problem is helghtened ﬁy local bulldlng o
Y s r o
: _poligy, whlch er"ourages constructlon on less expenSLve, outlylng proger-
/ g

. ties, and by private, rather. than publlc, ownershlp of m*n1c1pa1 utlllt}es. -

-r

N\ T&f pd”hlem will’ contlnue;gntll the lo/al government formulates a Eikm

-t ——
X ‘ bulldlng and developicnt pOlle and hopefully,'obtalns the ownersh P

‘I bl P >
, ont il ot Ygn,
and 0perat1nj responsrb&lltles of the municipal” serv1 \s ot Dawson. e

I

‘ Orlglnally the Dawson C[ty Water and P%wer Companx\ a subsxdlary

of the Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation, prov1ded the §erv1ces but

PR \.
R . for the tht decade, the Northern(fghada Power Comp1551on (N C.P.C) has o

4'" -"

. Aiaed = A
: supplled the necessary publld $ervfces This lack of mun1c1pabfowner— ‘

4 A » \'..._ r Bl 5
"’ ; . shlp has created a great deal of tension between the local pogglatlon

. ‘?fan the operatlng agenc1es. The prlmafy source of complalntS' hvolVes LN

.;", ?he cuald;‘ gsetv1ce, in the case of the water and sewer systems, and
)"""’;"‘ . . -
Pl tﬁg structure *ﬁnpaYments o£ the electrlcal powgr servxce Compared. to

- . . \rl )‘ ] .o " e
other munlclpallplesjgn the Yukon, the cost Qg‘power is exceptionally &

. -~ .«. ' N ', - o ) .
* // - . ‘ P foe 4
;': . \ .- R VR ‘ ' : N

Y
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K

high. N.C.P{C. is currently operating at a local deficit of $18,
/- ' A

(

1974).
<

Y

-7

.
[

\. N . >
Pk W o S L

S

»

. Y . ey} b
1t yas hoped that this operational deficit would sta

~. £

62

A"
Yy
000 =
- v
_ " 3
bilize: at

L - »
. $10000 but estimations for 1975 were ip the order of a $15,QOO?$0,000'

‘ment of Local-Government,

-

operatiqg loss.

\

-Climatic conditions inject an element of!

7

bas \;(

prev

v

r~

\

¥nefficiency inmp‘ﬁhe
« /! .
- royision qf services .in Dawsen. As mentioned reviously, thé town is
pProyis : C ‘ > p y
. ] , . ‘

situatcg‘at thc'northé{n \imit/of the  discontinuous pefmaf¥ost z_one9
. ] o ~- o :
AU ,

' o Lol s N . '
and the larger portion. of the fownéjteh7pxcept_for avnarro& pand.gf /
7 : S . ‘ ‘

3

P

N ‘ -
Gutsell, Geogr. Bdl&etin.( 1953, p. 25.

N,

44-45. ,
: 9Brown, Permafrost in Caﬁada;.1970, p. 61-62. —
10 - -

11Synergy West, A Report on Dawson (ity Sarvic. -
, _ -

\ S~

\
e

ground extegging’a'distance'of“GOO feet from the north bank of the'
>l : o ' 10
Klondike River; -rs underlain by a lgyer of permafrost. ,
~ , //’, . o~ .
' T LRE ST v w
o As the-majority of users are }bcated in the N
?%y pcrma{rg;tgg%qe;'ag the diétance'SEtwegn
o A )‘ users ié%gfﬁén-sevérql huggrcd feet, ard fg ‘. a
servicéiw@Onnections up teo ‘850 feet in length _
are not uncommon, the'céﬁbiqptibn.results in /
the need in thewwinteg to heat théh:atér dis- r
tributed, bX¥eed the water- lines coritinously A T
into ~the sanitary system, .in order 4o pre-- , A
. vent total-freeze-up. Obviously a fompact A
system with.regular other than sporadic >
scry&ge demands would provide the most —
efficient operation. The positive circula- ’ EAP
\\ tion created would reduce the bleeéi g de- ' -
-~~~ mand rate, the heat reqTired, and a numbefr
\ , of service main breaks. B P /L
- A A '
An é%fnination of ke individual seérvices will clarify these groblems
: \ “". Rt R . - . . : .
and illustrate the need for a reorganization of the gommgnity?s water,
—— : . ' . . o . e rng 7
o
| S : S A ey -
8 g : : . ) ' .
Government of“the Yukon, A Report on Dawson City.Services, 1975. Depart-

-prepared by Synerg;,Wqé; Ltd. June,ﬁb75, p;“
: : ~ ¥, - ) ‘

N
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sanitation and power sem‘v1ces. W . /"\ , d N ]
/ \r : ) o ‘// - s v
4 \ /\?’L e : ~ ~ Y ! .
¥ -7 - N , -
WATER SYSTEM— o ~_ . . S
STt 7=
B ' ' — : —
. . The basic source or water for thewcommunity .i§ two infdltration ' \
‘.' wells logated in the frost free gravels of the Klondike Rlver.12 ‘The : ’
- '~ new wel% (called the 'domestic well' ) was bullt in 1951 and 1s the’ .rimary
- . , 1; - \ . .
\. t .
7/ ,_ water source. .E\Its N qual}/ty is con51stently hlgh in contrapt to/ the: B
’ -~ i -
~older wooded crib intgie Rtermed the rlvc'r well!) whose water qual/xty ig .
4\ v \ - o ) 7'} ‘\L
molluted especially dr;rlng peak run-off perlods. ' VT \..
“ ,\ " -~ ‘_’
\;I‘he dlst'rl[mtlon system: Mg comprlse'd' 6f two c1rc\u{atlon loops wlth
. o a number of small, fe‘eder lines branchlry from the main system. To pre-
v, 7\,
\vent freezlng /the wz}ter ig heated to a temperature ofL4 s° ({ (40, 102’() by .
. A , v ‘
‘a steanm b01}er lo}ated 1n,the Power Pl"«int Bleﬁd}ng the water }.\}nes into } \
N - : v X -
the s&apxtary'/systcm 7lso‘aiyds in maintainingvé continuous flow. = . oy
e N e e

o <
P * The wa)ter malns ‘are constructed\éf wood Staves. - This is ths orkglnaf

or.

. i . % i
4 - i S
) co&ructlon materlal and it has been in contlm}ous uibecause o{ wits
. N

A\ : L
flex1b1\11ty in w:.thstandlng frost heaw.ng and displac ;{nt 13 It is

: N A
expected that wood Laves will be used for future repalrs although ln-
adequate supp.]\es mamuue alternatlve cons:LderaZ1ons. T o

3 e
\(“ v . .

"The..;:-;rx’ulnber of pe#,sons se‘rved by the water system ‘is approximately

. , [ '
N50 "in,('inter and 1200 i‘x‘vsununer There are approxmately 20§ permanent

. . - N . . é
- . 14 . L T : . :
connections and 80 s q‘r\connpotlons "7 . An estimated five |per-cent™ cgf
v - . \\ - e

12Synergykwest A Cortun nlty Plan for Dawson City, 1975 p ~ 21

13Synergy West A Re rt 9f Dawson City Services, 1975, p- 16. .- PR
{ Y " T 4 S ' : -

14 ’ o N
Ibid., p. 17. . _ , . N ; ,
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,full—scalevthlementation of theMPrdéram both the permanent and’seasonalKk

’pofulatlon of. Dawson w1ll 1ncrease, ‘thus creating =& larger demand for_ .

hd .:';if
[ I e

\ L. .
L3 ~ v —e

o i X 64
: . -
T e \ = : ) KSR
; . . o A4 \,( A . e
A . S ..“ - R

(See

the Pu1ld1ngs in prson are/hot connected to .the water supply
1 s
A
Figure 9), Water 1s tresked to these. dwelllngs in~the north end ana on
L b T 4 k
the‘slope beyond Seventh Avenue, ;. -
. 4 T .
The most Serious consideration ‘for~an lmproved or extended water
) l) \ ‘l\k‘ /
system involves the ederaLvGovernment Restoration Program.

with,the
>

N

-

—

water supp}y but a gﬁeater reGU1rement will~ be the/pee& for 1ncreased

fire protectﬁon\ Fire has diways been a severe ‘hazard to Dawsen's wooden
S : N At P
- Large sections of the settlement were razed by flre in 1898(
},
and 189% and si%ce the turn of the centa;y, cabln ﬁ;res and flres in -
. / e g . X
* Py 4 R \ .

vacant buildings, some of which were historically invalpable, have been'

& A

bdildlngs

. A . -

)

For example -in: May, &976 the derelrct uonanza Hotel o

w7

a constant problem.

< N

" burned, bringing the adjacent Palace Grand Theatre 1nto Jeopardy, The . o

- k

N

i,

-

. A X
loss of the Palace Grand would have been/g severeLblow to xhe tourist

) . . /.’. ~ . ’
rnséurce and the'commu%xty As,ut wasL,an/hl torlca&ly 51gnrf1cant hbtel

A—
wirs lost to’ Dawson's oldest enemy, fire. Wlth the infusion of Fedefgl

* . . , /

' GoverndEho'capital'into a;restoratfon program the need for ?n improved

v~

"A./

.—Q
water system, w1th greater capabilities in regard to flke protectlon, is
“ %
of prlmary lmportanée - (Present flre,protgqtlon services are set out .
— N
T S . NN ~
later) ' S — A ' .

Y o . R
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e
t
~
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SANITATIQN SYSFEM
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1 L e T—— o
vTﬁi sanitary sewer system is, in many respects, verp similar to
~, . . el A ’

g
\

Dawson 'Y’ watcr*qystem i; also was buiit in 1904, it is constructed of} _
| A
wood stavc\materlal and the sewers are subject-to freezing in winter

Fre

Uhless water is continuous%x,flowing. Geheralhy the sewer system is
' . . ¥ . T N
, TN . -~
satiisfactory although an irregular profile has been Created by, frost
7 N « - ' / ‘
ﬁeav;ngi This deformation is compensated feor by continuous water flow
) . . . ~ \ : .
band gradual rcplacgpent of suspect lines. Dawsbn does not have a sfwage
. . . i RN oust )'\ 0
. . .
trfdtment facility. v Presently sewaé‘,is discharged directly into the
\-".Vf:' . N “. : }1‘ ’;,’ ) . ‘ ~ , ‘ a
Yukon River without tréatmcnt. It is suggestgd that tre&tment ma% con-
v, / *v X ’
4 -
. SLSt of coarse screenlng and chlorination while prov1d1ng outlet§ of

-
I"\ DR /’\ \ J

sufficient length- into the Yukon Rlver sqyas to produce&a contlnugus mix

v
> 15 S 3 , o \
in the downstream current. PN . R V.

. L3 . i
\ : « Y . . T
‘ Rainfall and snowfall runof f produce perlodlc sngalns upon the ~

. (s
r/ community’s drﬁinage system. Flé&ding has been greattly reduced in recent s

-

years but ocal ramof £ st111 produces aréas of,standlng water- "The storm

-t

7 -
drajnage system is not required for mich SF the year-because of thé’low,
o “'_::‘}i:f N . ’{( ' ‘
\Ennual‘rate of precipitation. During spring runoff and\geriods of in- Y
o / 5 <
¥4

frequent rainfall, howe £, the matter becomes serious and in the former

.’.7‘ 7 r
\case floodlng of homes 1s common and41n theiiétter, roads are soft and\

Y\ \ > —

\
muddy n16 he existin metﬁods of dralnage, 1nclud1ng oadside ditches, '
g ¥

x Oy
colleetlon plpes and culverts, can adequatef? hanﬁle the dralnaqe requlngf '

» < &
ments providéd they*é:e ﬁgigyain%d by grading and clearing of deb§i§.

\ A = X RN

—_ pe) v

o+

letanleyxAssdc p Cqmmunlty Serv1ces Improvement Prdgram, 1974, p. “C-62 N T

lGSynergy west Rgpoﬁ; on Dawson Clty Serv1ces, 1975, p 32. A

I3
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Aiowever Lo improve, the lelectlon 'system it should be re-dMhentedsto an

A" -

e s N

east-west dlrectlon to provide a more répld runoff to the river. i
- £
r \‘ . LIS h
' e S
>~ . : -
g -/ Y T ‘ o oo W \
% 3 " B

The Northern Canada~Power Comm;SSLOn (N.C.P.Q.) suppllqs electrical .

i \

T ey !
power to the communlty from a 2,000 kllqwatt dlesel generatlng plant. va \-

!

The quhilty of serv1ce/;ppears to bé reliable but the cosp~of the ser- -
vice is a major‘complaint. The eommunlty of qusgg as well as‘Pther Sy
.sm;lle;*ﬁettlements argue for a coif equallzatlon program, in whlch th R

. % <\ : AN p -
costs of essent;al sarv1ces %uch as power, are dlstrlbutsh unlformly ,/ ' iﬂ

N wo i’ F PN

throughout the Yukon. This certalnlynxs .n, keeping with | erritorial << -

\\\ -~
Gov'ermdt's policyﬁ of maintaining and ;promoting the regi!!! enters. ¢

14

Dawson's power rateg differ for residential services and qeneraY service. .

o -
NS .

T i el
Re51dent1al costs are 5.0% per Kllowatt-hour (KWH)K for ﬁhe first %99 o
S N : -
KWKﬁ\ per moﬁth and 8¢ per KWH for power over 3D6 KHH per month _ 2 -
' General‘service rStes are ll.9¢/KWH *fbr ‘the* first 40— KWH peJ mghfh ' ‘ \
/ o 37 17 ; C oy
.and 11l. 9¢/KWH for Lhe remalnder In Whltehg;se resxdentxal rates are "

';\v S

A - /

‘~\2 5¢ per KWH (w1th rebate) and general serwace ‘costs are 6.54¢ ,per KwWH for

N\

ATe 1 ey

, A AL
the initial 40 KWH per mgnth. Dawson's-rates will be_lncreaSeé as ofe— e
- oA e Zie ’ / ' ’ , , ’:‘ /
April 1, 1977 : - o L e ‘§§‘ A X -
{ ) ) T ’ , / - ' ' ( .
T The recommendatlon that operatlon and malntenance reponSLbllltles -~
¥ C =
for ;ewer and.water segv1ges 1n Dawﬁon be taken over. by tﬂ\\COmmuplty »~
- ' s Ca N ’ ' . ‘.‘,"/'
excludes the, power - supply The generation and transmLSSLOn of electrical
”“"‘ ' \\ %\ \\_

power is a spec1allzed seY31ce and the "N. f P. C "has been created for this

E . ) * i

7 A N
1 Pers. Comm., N.C.P.C., Edmonton, January, 1977. ot 0 \\
- '/ | -
X : . s R \72>\\_-/
* ) ) < . . &
- P ’ ~— - - *"I“ \\h-lp . ——— — —_
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> A
particular purpose in thlS partlcular geographic region, andugs suchy
. 1 *

L
ate éﬁinently qual1fxgq to execute the work to the standard}y regulred
" N EEEE

‘and anticipated," , 4
J = ‘

-7 . . . ! \\ . - —~——

| - ~
A% . o =~
RECOMMENDED GHANGES IN SERVICEB / ‘ . /‘;
~ _w N o . ‘ ’ : :
) S ’ * AN \g/
It was recommended by tw0<diffetent consultinq groups, Stanley A
'

A \ X -
Assoc1ates (1974) and SyneréJ West Ltd. (1975) ‘that Sawson‘bhould assume : Qﬁ
~

N AN . . . <

/ » 1
respon51gh11ty for opera;an and maintaining the wataor ,nd/sewage systew

NG

N\~ . At the pgpéent timé‘or*until the Federal Rest*raﬁion Program iS‘offikially

'
S

adopted there should be fio expansion, of Ahes~ zertices. When the Proqfamf_&Tv
T . | \ h
is established there should be a reovganization of the water dféffibufion

< N 7 L‘— RN

sy$tem This could take several formS“ Pon&h{\;tlon of an efévated

T

130 000~gallon resevoir, cbnstructlon of 1nd1v1dual resev01rs;f0r restored

, ; 7 .

e : O{ /- ‘ e ‘ : \
structures or the constructionof a utllldor (Due to hlgh;cost.estlmates N ~

N I & .
. '\'.)\ hp . - e ’ . o \
this latter system is unlikelx) S ,

| | s Yoo o
< The conclusion ﬁ{em thesd recomnendations and the 9xaminatlons of

] BN &
-
‘each service illUstrate that Dawson S, munlcipé} serVﬁFes aré no more than

N . . e

adequate? Periods of 1neff1c1ency and the age of the systems,W1ll
N

)(
severely limit any 1ncreased ug} However the facxlltles do funcE/pn and

~

/rthus offer a basis fgr minimal cost lqsrbvement It is anticipated that ’ -
& ~ \ \ L TE. -

the increased usage w11l be ‘gradual, thereby allowing the communitY‘suf—
¢

-

N
/}Clent time to reorgani:ze éLd’aqﬁuit its mugzélpai %éfVlceS to the grow-

&~

— ~ . . &q
ing need by adherlng to the preceding recommendatlons. v : 'T{
. ) P, / n : i’ N
’ \:13’ By ‘ / - R . /‘/ ' 7 ’ \( ]
18 loo . e " c e _
Synergy West, Report in Dawson City Services,-4975, p. 35. v
~e ) ) - .—4_' B \4 7‘ N . . P
v .y { ~ ~ \ \ — / .
i o : - e . L .,
: \ / N e = s
. . B / :



S

w

Ny ‘ e . . . i . [.1 ,“:.'&\
- ¢ ) S ' 14 > 'N
%, / — !
. \ ’ ., A
" v
‘ - ﬁ—f ™~ ‘
v . ¢
! - . 1 .
ADUITLLQNA SERVICES OFFERED BY THE COMMUNITY -

‘S b . ) -
In addition to water, sewer and powg&', other services, ?perated

£

by the\\communiky, the Teeritc{rilil Government, the g\-‘ederr Government and, . &
~ .

pr/ivate cPterprisA‘, are available within the community, »f & -t
' - 4~ L . ro - *
. — T s N/ | y <
N N TS g i B
4 . - ‘ A . T\
A. FIRE PROTECIION ' |
A\, - - + /_;‘ L ' . 4
- \ ., A ’ ) } \ , / ™~ . 7 . “‘L
| ) Fir'e; protéction is provided by a volunteer fire brigade of four- =
;a.' . " . N N » ' .
tden members. Equipment}cor\msm’ts of K’;éum;per, a' 17000-gallon water
X AR T ‘ N
tar‘\\ker, a portable electric genératortwith f£foddlights, laddsrz, hoses
. v S . . . o .

g ~
k . N / ) - .
and rbre/ath_lng app;:«ratusi(‘lg (Th&'fty-—two flre hydrants servye };he community
A oy ] N .
but the recommended Water reservoir would greatly improve the capac::it‘yZ
- i . g

. , - N /
and pressune of thg water system thus improving the capabilities of the .

X ~ A - . ] . . \ ' /\7’( ~
‘fix;\&:—fighgiqxg‘\’?créw. d _ N~ - . / _
I S ' . v
KN N . g “ - , »
, o - <~
B. GARBAGE COLLECTION o, v /

. Y : / : :
" carbace™ollection i vatécontract and " /
- Garbage co lection is by prlvat?\aontract Man was formerly
-~ ‘
diSposed of, at /{he nort nd ot/, the community on the bank of the:Yukon ::./(
Y R .

River.s~ This location was unsanitary and aesg_heticti‘\\],ly displeasing so a
. . "_f’

new ;three hundred foot-square l':andfi/ll was constructed on the Dome road {
. ;\. - . \
abgye\the town, | i
- AN . e :
\ * [\
e ~N ”ﬁ t : \‘/ .
\ C. ~ ROADS AND SIDEWKLKS o ) /N
< . ‘b . M , P, {/ 'K
- The grid system of road within the \Eommu'nity i‘s&avel-surfaced,
197 e £k *— . i
Synerdy West, A Community PlaX for Dawson, 1975, p. Bg. ' < b
- ) ~ » o« « / ~ . ' h / ) ':h--—
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’ . o ‘1 L ’ \\ w / |
- except for Front Street wh;‘ch was regently paved wlth aspha].t Af dust {
\problem exists dufing thmsummer monéhs ref/lect;ng t:hc 1\bw se L. g
., pre‘c1p1t¢ta,.§n. }Bcca/se of the flat sa.{te and resulting poor d!:un mge, '
lqw there is a mud problem dﬁrlngv’ pe,;;xods of p,):e'.mpltatibn and peak runoff,
~ \_Ba\"vcme})t o’; the road s‘ﬁrfaces would detract from the historic atmdsphere
: : ~ . .o
b{ni‘__a m%cedamizeo?.fo;ad* surfacg of ‘crb‘_sh’éd,st'one would eli’minate*thc' dust
Ffbblem ané pres‘exvé\ the t{éditi‘é‘na\l ap;earaﬁce;}zg poo] | y )

: A
The su]ewalks of the CQnununlt;( aré boardwatks.. Since this is.in
\ -~

keeping wmth ‘the hlStOI‘lcal tra\altlon and malntenance is nommerl board—

— N ’ S N rey

walks, are the mbst pradt\i«‘:al for Dawson.’ - , Lk ' \"
. (B k - o L
._/;v: . . \ a0 \‘ R . ! ) \ . -
! o - "L oy oy . . -~ ) ? P
4 S v - - ~
- ol - N ~ iy 4
~ D. RECREATION - i ~T e T . -

. R s S ~ SR o

- Indoor recreatlon 1n Dawson\m\félves th<_/ use. of tvio anc;eﬁt
' "‘4 : B rr ! ,'

spox"tlrxq féc1liue54 the cu\rllng rink ahd the qovered skatrnq/rink, as -

well as the t:ommum.ty hall, whlch wag renovated 1n\l96’7 ‘and nthe scheol

O

[N ~ ¢ . f." K \ J e
: PR N .
gyxnna51mn. Vi The need for a new recreatzonal and cu{tui?l bulldlng 1s ah

e e P 4 0 ¢
meortanrt prlorl\:y as the long* perlods of col? weather” .jand darkness ch— !

v - —

. Jine many of Dawsc&n s c1tlzens td thelr }m;net dur;.n&the w1ntepr he .7
‘ < T, WL ;\( ~ - ’ }
communlty hall and t:he Natlve Brotherl;lood hafl ofﬁe,:' some/,mdot:r: faciljities

t e tﬁ\' A - "/
bﬂt a largeg cmplex offerlng a w:.der rﬁge of recreatlonal and cultural/
\ ' : - " g
act1v1t1es is needed. : RPEE ¥ ' R

- . ! . .
L% o N v

i A
A' movie theatre offers regular showlngs durlng the. summeJr but \

J V{ i
‘has had only cccas;onal fllms durlng the past t‘ winters. The library
2 7

" is a reglonal brén,ch of the Yukon Terrltorlal lerary.& It is not la}:ge

Ibld , p.{28? S Sy

v \ 2 Y ™~ ’ * i e / . = 4"/\
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a

bqgfit is»very;wel
\ { By oy
§ystem with other
_.indoor recreationa
' ™~

‘hunipy's,tanrhs,
-, \ _ éé“

, ’ oor r
AN "oy ac

~

\

!

)

\Park (kge anure Bl
abound{around Daws
N EA I

‘ /fyerxyhere.‘ The tw

\

.' . P ‘/ e
for canoeihg and b

[T PN SN l @" .
. ! S : R ) v e
1 equipped for its size as it -operates on an exchange.

A L \ AR 3

o, _ , .
ngibnal libraries. Without a doubt the greatest

N
¥

1 pctivity,’yearJround, is sogializing§ in the com-~

. R "f' N . [
, ¥ . : e
of which there‘arc hhrﬁﬁw . S
. R L a8
croatlon revolves around the sports fleld at Mlnqg
% -

N i

l) and the surroundlng natural area kalng trails
. N A‘ N
» .
on, rcmnants from the gold rus ien gold was souqht

.

wo riveré; the Yukon*and thé‘Klondlke offer locations

-
- S -

(" i . .
oating; The cpmmunlty also,has ‘an outdqor SWmelpgf, .

) ¥ - S . .
pool Whichhshould be covered to maximize.its use,
' RPN i t ‘ R ’
! S L i RPN A
' Other recgbational*or cultural actlv;tieS‘qre mainly ‘tourist—
— N R . . ,
Aorlented Thfce museums, Qpéen only in ghe s mmer, provide excelient e
,/ P £ , ,,4 . - ,A e
exhlblt;ohs of hlstorlcal*hrrlfacts and ‘the : -1ce grand offers‘ilve
v . - : « Y‘,_ N .&) ‘. ¢
thdatre ﬁlvc tlmes a week gurlng‘%Me summer Lebaliz“d gadbllngfat \_ ‘
4 \ : “ ‘ J §‘ . / ' \
wPlan;bnd/’rooth Gértlds 1s a majo; form of recreatlon : -both resudeﬁhsa'
\.

4
and tourlép alike.

hall in ganada gnd .

~

G
Thc?anLno #n Gert&e S ds the only légallzgd gambfingr N
. \

[y . “ ’ . \e

‘acts larqs numpérs of V1s£%ors durlng its May
. 0

TR o \ ; o
LO Septenlher ?penltﬁ? v o - o 5 ‘ \\ ! »). T ! e
X . . N - oy ; .. . LA
N . . NAEEE 4N R % : o P \ — Foa N f
. P . oy ‘ N SN
< E7. LOCAL AGMINISTRATION - J . ERR .
T S N
- 5 = T A S
These ?e vice offepd@ by Rhe/Clty Of;Dawson ar¢ the respon51billty
4 —

o ;) ol
~Uof the electa Clty Counc1l wHich oon51sts of/a mayor an& four aldermen.

The d&;/y adm1n1§t

W d

'. manager a"‘d Qsze
\'_ . . ‘.
4 -

;

'\
ratlo of J\ty résﬁén51b111tlés 1s prov1ded‘5y»a c1t&

- o } ‘ <. o
cretary , I s vor - ‘ A
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TERRITORIAL SERVICES "f"‘l\ Co v / t \ \
’ : { Co ‘ o , y
e - ) NG - \* u/\ -
T @ ! —t /< " s
% < - AL _EDUCATION N e . .g‘ T
‘. : R . Y W ~ . . B i
Al » L L .: .« N -

, _ Lo / f \
. - -, ; 4 R ) N !
- o 5 f i% ohe ed?.\cational g‘acility in th‘e\coxﬁ}nunity,- .the Dawso‘n"' ,L’—J
. e g . ’ v )
' A fo
“ . I'loment y—HJ.q‘h S,chool e 1t curre(ly)za_ta staff of thlrteen tea ers, .

‘: ~one- remedial 'tutor, ohe s/ecretary and three 1a,gltd‘r%l employ,ees. /’Rhe

¥ ‘
1 % has an. enrollment of lSE students, fx/om klndergarten to grade (o e
~ ‘ d ..\‘ '\L, 4 s \‘ '1‘
“ R ’ < ¢ — <
twelve “in May, 19'76 tén\‘grade twe,l'ye students ?ra{duatéd \ Thega is. no Ny
Y] , ' '
b~ ' f» -
buSsing o‘&,s}ﬁdeﬂts but a subsidy %’ for paz;.ents drl;v’lng Stude‘nts SN
3""‘ -~ . - .
SR A Ve - “ " " "Gt - €., j’ . e
. into %)wn from outlylng areas, eg Bear &ef%c;a{,] .R‘, - - P ,*-,j \ ‘ ‘
'&a‘* : - - ’ / 7 R %;q I g, ¥ T e '
L T '..Q T .
Co T~ e el R S

7 .
. B wR{m& HOME - ‘\@' ' ‘K = C S
V’.'V. v ) /\ ¥ (.‘_ at B , A FNﬁ* ’ J C \v/\ T '/
S ’ _h/ ‘ ‘ ' -‘[ ‘ / ‘//I" ‘.‘*‘9 ’ o q ' ,"‘; 7/ o ‘—4‘ ,/ N
N A -The Alexander MacDonald \Lodge and 'the Su’hse Home perate %s oo o
Wy H 1 )

—\ Vs e Ty e ! ' .
-»\one sérvxce, pnder the J’rectlondof the - Department of Heal h Welfare o /
9 ~'u"‘. “ R _-‘“ / . ' - '
¢ an/l Rek*!zbll.rtatlon, to prov;d@ n ng cafe to,elder_ly- :cl?tj.;zéns‘;of D.‘!wso'n'v.' ; [
' [ » B e ] .

" The entlr_é é‘ongalex has a staﬁ"f‘

\ ..
2 L . . -_—— . ——

"venteen apd at’present there'ard - ' /

; VR
eleven 1nh5l)/itﬂnts w:.th a capaCLty of twent;y ee Late in the summer

. . -

e 'of ‘1976 the 'Terr1tor1a1 Govern,ment‘ in‘xt’ated a pg{1 to close the Ale&ander
. ){ o - ‘\
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° %‘“:db‘,‘ '_y e R o o . . )‘.

R

;)f\e comneéfla){ x‘e gensq tou{qsp Thtee “tour ccmpanles, bes:.des the

S
(‘/”’v' N .,U\/ \“*' . - \\ .

r‘equla} bus tours, 6Qerate'd duringothe' Summer ot 1§76 ‘ These J.nvoldvﬁd

<
g -t | T o 2 = ,*/ v ~

\ -&., .

the Yukor’idhlver 'I‘qur (} employees), p serxe‘s of schedulved trlps frbm Pt et

AN
—— —

4 RS _
> . - - T B
N Dawson to t".\'he }gold fxelds, ‘qperated by Gold ﬁlty Mote‘l' and a_ raftlng . ‘
N\ Lo~ 7 . . MR » ¥ :
expedltlon on/ the\Klgndlke Ribe\r’(2 i.mgyloyees) oyl . {";,, T
) B ) AN L /, 1 . ,/,-_",. ' > ,\Fv - e T ‘
JWW 7 For reasons of° economc nece§sz.t_y neaﬂt a.l,_{-vpf the?ﬁur\ist# _ ~/,
N [ Q . " '
4 orlented actlvu‘.es ;zlo;e durlng the w:.ntet/months (only thé~ Eldora/do and /
) Downtovm Hotels ‘are, opep yeag:-round) b\ft the enlargemgnt/ of the tourxst \
T

e cm‘nercm\l ’bqse‘* asta cumulatlve e%fect in other 1nd1rectly related .areas.

7 Qne notlceable change from Duerde.n $ survey was the rev:.tallzat:l.on of = "
\ X . I x,‘ .
several 'spec1$llst' 1nd1v1dual operatloné"/ In 1968 foerden oéserved

R 0 ¢ -

e

- that "gthe activities whlch/have\dlsappear?d are . those wh'lch are. dependent

A o L L

P

: -- .
.4 - -
22Duerden, The\Evolutlon...of Settlement Pattern\Y T.,_J{Q7l p. I\QI

p&r. comm, Cnsty of Dawson Manager, A. Carrell July, 1976, *.

L} * . B 4 ’ y

. Lo - : / A

s,tores/ smce 1’908 LllLkstrate the ugroxunf; dep‘endency 6fﬂ Dawson s com-,'."‘""
4 o

i



A i o ]
- L]
b . ' ' AU
I\ .
. . . > ¢ - - . ; . . . ? e -
[ IO S R - ST - ~
CoN , ——~ PR W ‘ oon . //‘_ \-uf WE ,
.~ * h r o« /" » |
- / 20 AR . N - s >
. B . ~ » - - N . . /
N [ A : [y ~ . /\ > v oy
-y ‘)ﬂ. N (i o - . 7 '\\‘ 8 - \
” ¢ o - O o .
. 4 ' ]
. vb N /
y .

- — . N N 24 e ' b B w
upon a Specmilst market", M‘B'M a landscap!' service, a sign
+ \“

manuf,actur.ez" ’1(1 sqverxaw/a’ale‘s/vendlng operaﬁwns wére examples df a =

I . -
- L '__._ — - - - . -
returh’to Spec1a11ze commercual acmv;tles (See] Appendlx A). ‘»/ ~
— o ™ :
- TIn \t}he futu e/thﬂ eXEans.Lon ‘%ﬁaWSOn s"commérezlal \sector w1ll
\ :
e . . -~
. N\ be bascd upon prov151on of servxces and facilities to ?}3 1ncreased/‘/ ‘
b N .o v — / Lo
\, “numbkrs of . summag v1s\1tors but the role of Bawson as. a reglonal center
A —~—— A
. /\\for the northern Yu)con (\eg. €he fleld of tz{'ansportatlon) may also glVeu; /
Coa { . t ’ X .'. .. w ‘;)f
: rlse o new commem,xgl groxlth {in- Dawson, . \ . ‘ !
. / - ‘.), s “ E v -
’ Ty . t " --.1‘ \‘a g / — / ~ . et . v
AN Cs e T At \\ ' ‘ M > ~ 0 - - _:\‘ o ! ¥ l“ - \ .
e - (g oo l,u; e ~ / - : -~ . W, '\‘. . N Ll R ,
TRANSPORTATION Ty Wi e~ R » ) —
‘\ o ra A - ’ | / ’
Y LY
> \ K] "
. \ < /\,, /(
- ‘ A,
\ wqy»«whlch lmks the. Settlement to ulhltehorse aryzd tpe Alas/ka nghway, \ —r
e & . Lo
- ./ ‘?vsome va krlmeterﬁ,(330 m..‘.‘le,sq) t'.o the soyth, \and»b’yt the Slxty-mil'e"f RN Sa
Dl : Ne— ‘. X
L » y \
ng}}way,' wh{.ch connects Dawsoh 150 the Alaska-Y,ukon boqc*ar. '{hls latter
N rOute,' >“_dlst:ance of\gs kJ.EOmeters fﬁO ‘mil!es)(*aisé/ llnks Dawson- ‘to f;he/ RN
—t e ~’ o —t .
asbdstos mmmg center - of} Cllnton Creek (108 kllometers\ or 6§ mlles) % >
Y, ' -~ .
N — ;
With the .exceth.on of the)road fro:n/the Cllnton Cr ek turn‘ff to the .
~__ AN A.‘,'p”' . *. N Fivl
\ . ! ERY A 15‘ R / v o \\
Alas}'a bcu:der, the roa\és are maluﬁﬁ’hed 9:} a year-baSJ.s and are genarally
L A L
. n&ﬁ &)ndltlon, desplte ylnter cllmatlc cenditions. oS . "
P * h
. S . B ,
. N ’:\\* ‘/‘1 " . .. -
AIRLIMES = _ N ‘ A -
. £ - 7 N o / RS
- ’\:}4 'I‘he commum.ty is s\r;rved by Northwest Airlines (Edmonton) wi—th o’
.. g :;A' ‘ w '\‘ : . . :\\(
2 ‘ ’ Yo1 | :
e\rdén,\;rhe Evolutlon. ..of " Settlement Pattern\,/197l p 1. J ‘
T o . : ( : / : . : T
l‘ ,‘% v L I ‘ L/\l ' - s\ D R ':_- ;X\" \\\ ) \\ ~



]

/ " . \ 1 ’ % - ~;

ehe employee An Dawson. \From ‘Dawson the comparﬂy pro,vldes four flights,
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a week to wh1|tehor§e\ and two fliqhts a week to I‘nuv1k - old Ur‘bw‘,,' Mayo , oo
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but th,g dne‘-v}ay far:e1 of thu ty=one d?)l\lars (comparéd w1th $65.00 alrfare) ‘
el‘lxrllna'tes anumber of’potent‘;]?\ﬁssengers, who prefer to hltch—l';lke br {_,')\Q
arrange p:lvate tranqu\rtatlon. Th}/ re%at;vely hJ.gh cos‘t}__;s llkely

:JC(COU."lted -forfbyk_the vdrious problems of operating'a/bus\line ‘in the - | #

-
¢

North,ywhere distances betw *en communities  are very great’ and climate
v ' S N oA

f?‘ P : ,
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condltloﬁkﬁm&ke travel’ hazardous at
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There is fio bus line7operat

/
s, if no; impossible. f
/

etween\qhw§on'and Rﬂaska Althoﬂgh
N~ o -

bus transport@tmon via tour buses is pOSSLble on a stand-by basis, 'AThB]
N Y A o ' :7""' -\ 13 > ‘ .
1ntroductlon’of 4 scheduléd bUS\serV1ce betweﬁp Dawdon,and F&lrbanks,
o ) .~ »/ \ N —
" at lehst in the summer months \would certainly 1mprové the Eotentlal of/
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,‘increfaslng 1mportance of road trafficsand decllne of riven transportatlon

was re,fkected in the gradual shift of \the commerm.al core from Front

, P
This is most evi-
~ C e .
At this time commercial land use

A

!

{

N .

~
was concentrated on Second and Third Avenues between King and Princess

AR J . N , '
B'Q“196’8, however,;. ‘the c‘ommér‘si»al secto,r had spread) backafo the

Eront Street as well as contlnulng its expanSLOn toward the geographlc

hY

e s

bounded by Prlncess “and Ha?pef SE‘r‘eet‘y”

}

v

N
<

-~ PR }_

'

prigary road access t,p the communlt,y a

I

thown (

of s‘g-veral commertna’f enterprlses 1nclud1nq,

T

out.doos >mtuseum

AN

—_— S

. from’Thlrd tq Fonw A‘venues,

métlon of Flfth Avenue as a majoracc

\
e@ﬁad fas led t\o tke establish-

"~f[

+

e,

e

n-.ent of a gds §tatlon, a youth hostel

i
il

The present cb @
~ 'L

2
/I main access roads\from the eastern edge of-

See Figure Q), Fron}:\Stréet

TN

L ]

\‘.

\

-~ L.

¢

’

recently 'p'cwed,

,l'f .
i) -«

Eote of th@:*ci}ty in the area delineated by' anur(:h and Flftb Avenues “and

N P

"xg re"t\urn ta, E‘ront Street was» -,
*y

t.

f—r -

=

\\

of’ aﬂ‘exxstlng motel along thlS rout/

The core of the commerc:.g area 1s still kh/e v1c1n1ty

.

A

is agaln the s:.te

[N 7
- i

/ -

-~

L d

undoubtedly a resppnse to the .mcre;asedf fw_,.st traffic as thlg\was the
’M’
We ferry 1§i):ng. o ¥
- b & w. g v PN N, )
c1al pa_t:eerr\ ref e ‘." l? n of t:he éwon
~ ok b iRERYRT SEEY Vo b
4 Q thunity to the cor,egpf., -

v\

’

} Y ~——

a renovated grbcery store,- A

vie theatre, drlve-ln rgs;aurant ;suvenlr shopm galle#y and anﬁ‘&

,»V“J'

and Elng to Pr.mcess Streets but t% gro-

A

/

a "t\rail_er camp and the expgifision -

AR}



SL61 "ABrmvis

.Ugﬂ

08
T
00€

0

1oAY usyn

4
¢

- g

,:.u“
. s .
h ) s -

- G/8t 3SN QT
- ALD NOSEAVG

]

- .v:u_ .:.owo>..

R A L ,
. " pupsypog

uonBaIIay

v ..E&.o.EEOU .
- _o...:.gvc_, .A
" {DuapIsay

 jouoynyysu|

>
~

PR AN
P v . ’1 N .
Ry



82

RESIDENTIAL (" .
»

.

. Residential areas dre extremely scattéred throughout the commun=
N ity (See Figure - 9). The area possessing the greatest number of dwell*

ingsﬁis located to the east of Fifth Avenue, extending upslope to an

: 3 . _ _ . ) .
elevation of approximately 335 meteres (11Q0 feet) atZighth Avenue about

@ : : . )
30 meters (100 feet) above the general site surface, A second residential

. ‘ e .
. " area occuples the southd&ﬂ end of the town bordering the Klondlke River.

e e - - .
S 6 A thi more dlffuse area- 1s 1ntgrspersed with commerc1al and 1ndustrlal
Lw " o

R . . . - Py - . »

"« % . land usgs, near she ioqthern limit‘of.nhe central core. A féurth resi-
; c A . f S . . 'S .

Al A ! ) . , & . Yo 4
.!g _— dential area‘ is 1n‘the north end. Thls area 1s exq;ptxona;/y ,eted.,,

.

.Except for a row of nine natlve otcupled houses og Front Street, there
L e

re few dwelllnés .and empty lots prevall . This may 1argely be a result

”f the lack of services in much of the area.. Only the foﬁWatd»two blocks

. he marth end are serv1qed by the water and’ sewer systems. .
LS . " . , R . € ’
h : v ‘ ’ - * ' ., o . )
S L *Physxcal featqreq account for’ much of tge re51dent1al conCentrqtlon.

@ Y e

Resmdentlal areas occupy most of the welh-dralned areas 1n the communlty,

by-many of the low—lying areas. The steepness 3

0

develobment hav1ng pass

Y\' h
dential ’develt@uent in

'Land held for speculativa.ﬁgifoseﬁ has prevented large—scale'

hlS dlrectlbn.' ‘ _‘“V- .“'
' .- -

- -

1nf111lng of vacant lots and forced new home~owners to elther pay hlgh

prices or develop in less expensive areas,\eg. the'north end. Another

factor contrlbutlng;to the present 'grouping of re51dences 1s‘that certain
. P Y
areas of hou51ng were bullt for or by spec1f1c‘@roups in Dawson, eq.
[ : .
Minisyry of Transpbrt emplpyees, Yukon Housing Corporatlon, Yukon Native
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. . " . . ‘ 'Q
Brotherhopd (See p. 87), 4and a ¢lustering pattern has developed as a
o - :

result. ‘ T - . S

" ‘ : W o

GREEN AREAS
’ [

.

Parks ‘and recreation- areas comprise a wmgll portibn of the total

g =3

Yand use pattern w1gk1n Dawson. Oné major recreatlon area is Mlnto Park,

v
-

which is ad]acent to the bulldlng presently hOUSlng the Dawson‘Museum

and a seceyd ngcreatlonal area is the site of the school. Two~potential 3

¢
<

areas of parﬂ&;hg 1nc1ude¢the water’ fronts of the g%kon and Klondike

Rivers andﬁ%& slough' or dralnaqe patﬁ*runnxng in an east-west d1rection

s
\

beside the highway maintenancc co?pound. [{8ee previous Flgure 9). These
. SR A e ,

. ~
-0 - . . ', . i

areas could be redeveloped to add to the community’s green areas. L

T

T -

Lo

[
"y N

P e g
:} ’ \'} B . : . . - . .
S INDUSTRIAL SECTORS - T B ¢

R VR

cv -'A‘Ihdustrialuareas are eituatedvon the peripheiy-of'the commgrcial

. . S 3 i Y
‘zones and for the most part are conflned to the land between Fifth.Avenue4
» ’ » ) .
‘.'a
and the waterfront. Hlstorlcally these areas developed- as 1ndustr1ﬂl zones .

' -

Because of their proxlm 'y to the rlver.f ,The contraction'zather than the _
\ I: . T 1
.expan51on of commerc1al areéas- reduced the paessure to chanqe thos areas = »/

‘ .
LR ~u

thus they retalned‘thelr lndustrlal character, _ Cne large compo7nd, hous-f /

B » ~

lng the Terrltorlal nghmay Mﬁlntenance and the Parks Canada w rkshops,~ - " .
- /it
‘accounts for the greatest proportlon of 1ndustn1a1 1and use. ,Thls lS

. ’ . /” . ..
supplemented by two. garages, the N.C. P C offlces and- power plant, Whita\'f,
i : AR B

Pass Frelght yards, and several lndustrlal transportatlon 51tes in various\
!

. Jo adw . .
¢ - Lo . X &: e
‘locations throughout,the cOmmunlty., s ;%‘ ‘ S

-, Coat ) B 3

. { = 4 . ’ B '~'.’u‘ ! - : 0 ‘:
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ﬂﬁ V . : :' ' : | : ).
» . .

A recent development has seen the City Council, in co-operation
twith Parks Canada, attempt to establish "a new industrial subdivisien
in the area of the talllngs west of the Ogilvie Bridge and south of. the
road into towﬁ. .The intention of the plan is to get heavy equipment out
of what can'be_ﬁ?}me residential land where it'hasﬁno room for expansion."

v .
The success of this redevelopment plan would greatly elter the present
.land use pattern and would contribute to the efforts of Parks Canada to
create an historical sector of Dawson, o ' | 7 )
’ . [

The reverall land use distribﬁtion is one of haphazard contraction.
With the exception of some residential areas there are few preee of the
' community that could be considered compact. Vacaﬁt lots, oVergréwn with
bush and unoccﬁpled buildings destroy any continuity the settlement pat€
tern might have. ‘As we saw earller this vacant land created problems\¢~‘
for mun1c1pa1 services as well as detracted from the aesthetlc qualltles
of Dawsdn. One advantege that does- ex1st however is that in the advent
of expan51on, Dawson's presentlsite and land use pattern will not eeverely
limit the growth of the community since there is avallable space within
the present boundaries.

Infilling of these unused spaces$ is the solution to the present
‘problems and to -the §roblem of controlling future development. Many of'

s

these abandoned lots are owned by local individuals who have, in the past,
acquired the land for extremely low pfices. In addition, since the lots
were taxed at the low rate of twenty-five dollars a yeer, it was econom-

ially possible to allow the.land to remain undeveloped. The City was

also negligent in collecting these taxes, many of them being in arrears

25

DAWSON PACKET. A Supplement to the Whitehorse Star, Wedneday July 21,
1976, p. 3. : '
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ld

for periods of several years, so land owners were under no‘financial pres—
sure to develop or sell, The rising costs of lots, in the order of

$1500-2500 in residential areas, and a quadrupled tax rate, acs of 1976,
. t . .

1

should reduce the number of vacant lots.. Individual sp“ﬁlators_will be

less likely to purchase lots and the new tax rate will discourage non-

development, : ; .

The first stage of future development then would be to consolldate
Jthe eXlStlng land use pattern by lnfllllng, especially in the commerc1al

.

areas of the community, N

HOUSING | : .‘ , | / -
. . .‘ . L.

RS - Housing in Dawson offers examples of architecture from almost

\ ' FCIN
everykpbint along the housing specttum. Slngle family dwelllngs 1nclude

\

log cabf/s, single-storey houses with clapboard two-storey log structures,
prefabrlcated homes, and modern mobile traller units. Multi-family dweIl-
ings include duplexes, rooming houses and a threeQStory apartment building;
Many of the cabin structures are occupied only in the summer by summer

staff and by those residents who winter 'outside'. ' L

A survey of 169 dwellings in Dawson in 1972 by the Yukon Tersitorial
Government indicated that accommodation in the community consisted mainly
of' two-bedroom (28) and three-bedroom (29) single family dwellings although

a number of residents Tived in mobile homes (11) and duplexes(6). The

surVey‘recommendedvthat_the construction of three-bedroom housing units

(an additional 18 unlts)‘yould flll theaccomquatlonneed of the hlghest -

percentage of families in Dawson.26 A program of constructlon has attempted

Al

26Government of the Yukon, Communlty Housing Survey, 1972

L



to fulfill this demand.
The Yukon Housing Corporation was estdblished pursuant to the’

Housing Corpcration Ordinance and is entrusted with the provision, develop-

.

. \ . e - \ 7
ment, maintenance and management of housing within the Terrlt_ory.2 . In

L ‘Dawson the Yukon.Housing Corboration owns and}maintaiqs thirty—eigﬂt
dwellingé. - Of these twenty afe single family dWellings (rentai/purchase)
and eighteen are public hous}ng dupiéx@éj\ The Hqusing'Copp;;tion also
maigtains the five staff'ﬁousing‘units supp1ied by tﬁe Yukon Terriﬁoriél

Gover t.28 O

-

The Yukon.NativevBrotherhbod/constructs houses for the native

pOpuIétion. Three new‘singye-family dwellings dre presently being erected

J

in the north end of town with an additional seven planned for the next

construction phase. Ethnic segregation exists to a small degree within
" the community. The narth énd of Dawson was predominantly settled by the
. community's native pdpulatiqh but this is slowiy changing as rising land

costs encourage development’ in bthis lower priced sector of town.

-

The housing situation in Dawson is very tight, especially during
the summer season. Almost every a&ailabie hoUsfng-stﬁﬁctufe is occupied
by summer staff, The Kléndike Visitors Asédciétion-(K;V,A.) provides'
vacqqmmddation.in a rooming house for its Suﬁmeg emplofees. A_youth hostel

was.estéblished for the first time in June, 1976 but it ‘served a tranSient

.

rather than'séasoﬁal population.

,

Two major problems of housing in Dawson are the availability of

, . L , e
‘7 B . .
2 Government of the Yukon, Boards and ;oémittees Handbook, March, 1975.

28pers. comm, Yukon Housing Corporation, Whitehorse, August, 1976.
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fire insurance, and the influx of new, modern housing units, such as pre-

‘
S

fabricated buildings and trailer ﬁnits.' Because of thg,age and varied
building standards of much of the historical period housing, fire insur-

"ance for these dwellings .is difficult to obtainfﬁﬁgs‘leaving a number of-

home “owngrs susceptible to great property loss.

RN
.

» °  The second problem is the encroachment of»dwelliﬁgs'that are not

. . P ' - .
.historically ‘sympathetic' with the restoration phase of the community.

“ﬂhe buildings mdst. out of‘Character'with the co&munity are typified hy
the low’ income, two-storey units\constructéd in the early 1970's in a
compound in a south-central part of the town."?? These were constructed
e, ; , . :

as publgc hdhsiﬁq'unitS'to supply: a*need for loéw income housing. : It is

N

necessary to accommodate both the need for suitable housing with the

~

principles of‘resto;ation; Unfortunately the cost and the advantage of

compatibility with-permafrost increases the desire for trailer units,

&

It is possible in the future that a bylaw will be introduced to
: T . . o . . L . ]
" limit the number of mobile homes or restrict their location: to speaified

I3

-residential areas. "Dawson City council has a'zoning bylaw in the works

- which will establish certain historical control zones in which it is
expected that no buildings ‘modern in appearance' will be bui1§{¢3o

The future of hdusing in Dawson will, in.all. likelihood, be

"strictly cénprolledlby zoning by-laws. This'could be a source of com~

plaint'by citizens who wish the‘freedom of choosing theit own housing type

in a preferred location.

29

Synérgy West, A Community. Plan for Dawson. ”1975, p. 40.

30Dawson'Packet,'Zl July'l976, p. 1.
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CONCLUSIONS-SERVICES AND FACILITIES IN DAWSON = & = 3

.

Most of Dawson s services and facilities can be considered ade-
) !
’/‘f;uate for the present population but any significant population increase
will severely strain eggsting serv1ces.' Anyrimprovement in Dawson's

fac1lities therefore must plan fOr a population 1ncrease. The magnitude

.
Y,

of such an increase will depend upon the growmng importanCe of toufism -
and the stabilization of _Dawson’ s economic basxs around this tourist

: incomeﬂ Thercfore Chapter Five will examine in detail the tourist

lndustry in. Dawson: to ﬁhat extent does.Dawson’depend upon tourism; the

3

attitude of both the community and‘ﬁhe VlSltorS towards historical Dawson;

.

the extensive restoration program planned by'Parks Canada; and the ‘future

e

of tourism in shaping the form and functions of bawson.



' CHAPTER ' V \

L N TOURISM ~ PAST, PRESENT AND POTENTIAL
s . ‘ T {‘ . . )

P

. The reliance of the ‘Yukon and other northern areas upon the mining
@esource‘has,-in the past, made for a series of economic fluctuations for

'>these northern territnrles. Indeed, nSMhere has thls been more evident

‘
.

than in‘ Dawson City!' It is llkely that mlnlng will remaln Qhe single ’
o ) ¢
greatest economac base : overall in the Yukon, but a well developed secondary '

resdurce ‘would augment the economy ‘of the’ Yukon in tlmes of m1n1ng reces=

- { . . .
o . . o, o h . . " :
sioh, T e e R

4

It is suggested that tourlsm has the potentlal to»counter'mAny of

the economlc def1c1enc1es caused by a dependency upon a non-renewable
reSource. "The tourmst 1ndustry, though st111 seasonal, tends to be a
K .

balancxng ‘element in arxeconcnw'domlnated by the volatlle and’ unevén growth

of the m1n1ng 1ndustry 14 ThlS statement of 1968 1s even more approprxate

R . R
S » o
‘in the mld 1970'5 as the Yukon Terr1tor1a1 Government‘and Federal Govern= =~
-t ! : ’ i . K £ . . .fk
-~ ment of Canada contlnue to contrlbute ‘time, e , and capital toward
" the development of ‘tourism in the Yukon Territory S . e
. : . Yo
o WHY.TQURISM?r , Ty
- - ! e " ! :
o ‘ - A
TouriSm in northern Canada may fulflll the role of the jhélanci&g #e

. element' for .a number of reasons. F1rst1y, there 1s the qualxty)of the .‘,

= . . . ’ ,v ..’v \~ ’ ’ ' ‘ . ‘V & ‘ u;ﬁ:"_ -
"Carr, D. W., Extract onthe Tourist Industry of the Yukon. Report prep
" for the Department of Indian Affalrs and Northern Development“(DIANDL afd -

. the Government of the Yukon, lQQﬁ, p. 1.

89 - C &7a4“
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landscape or the physical environment. .As the populated centers of southern
T A ‘
Canada grow, the oft-felt need for a new, pristine landscape encourages
. ‘ . .

'_,a'nofthwaxd pendtration‘of récreation_ seeckers: RS .

bl

...more. spec fically, rivers, lakes and streams
for-boating and fishing; forests, broad Valleys

- and hills £Qr hiking and trail rides; abundant
ol wildlife for both the animal lover and the hun-

““ 4w - ter; mountain ranges to delight the mouyntaineer,

endless opportunities for photography and nature
study and above all clean waters, clean air, un-~
spoiled surroundlnqs and to date, a lack of the
crass commercialism displayed in the almost -

over-ryn seml—wllderness areas in the pOpulated
Séuth '

Y

‘A seqond~factor fo;‘the trend towards an expanoed‘tourist’base is
its h%storicai features. "It seems that the northward‘penetration of the
'recreation“frontier"is certain,.not only beCause of}its emptiness or
'quallty aof landscaoe, but also because 1t contalns places of considerable

s

'h15tor1cal and cultural attractlon "3 Hereln lles ‘the importanée of Dawson

'City. A restored gold-mlnzng town would: be an Lnteqal part of Yukon

-

tourlsm. These initial two factors reflect the attractiveness of. the

.,Yukon and 1llustrate zts thentlal as’ a tourlst recreatlon area.,j

’

'4A.third factor.refleCts,the~economy”of ‘the Yukon itself. The

S
.

nee? for employment in areaslotheréthan mining encoutages the development
L. . . t } " . T

- of tourism. "Tourism could add a much'needed.diVersity to the vulnerable

'eoonomic‘Structﬁre of single,industry towns, and especially in providing

Lammers, J., Maintaining the Tourist Potential-of the Yukon. Address. to
Product1v1ty and Conservation in Northern Clrcumpplar Lands, Edmonton,
Octobet 15-17, 1969, p. 3. o B .

o

3M1eczkowsk1,q <y "Tourlsm andvRecreation'in’the North: ° A New Challenge"

- in J. Rogg (ed.) Developing the Subarctic. Department of Geography,
".. University of Manitoba, 1973, p. 92.
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addltlonal income for some. Also important is the role tourism may play
in the prov1510n of employment for native peOple who currently suffer

from high levels of unemployment or under-employment "4‘

The,employment factor of tourism is ar important consideration

LY

but it is llmlted by seasonal constraints and by’ exp101tat10n of ‘tourism

by non-Yukoners. Both of these problems are ev1dent at the present time

.

and solutionevto overcome them.w1L} be.examined'ln greater detail later.

. In'summationiit seems tourism will become a major facet ef.northern
Canadian life. "Genuine'interest in the,cgnadianlnorth is a deeply rooted
phenomenon <~ becoming more widespread year: by year. Even'if-promotien

and development were not pursued VLgourously, growth in the travel lndustry

. . . 5
would continue of its own momentum," Since 1962 the Y. T.G. has success—

: ]

, fully carried eut a policy of deveIOping a tdurist industry to take ({// H

advantage of this momentum.

YUKON TOURISM,‘1962—1975

The. number of tourlsts enterlng the Yukon grew from- 40 016 in

'19626 to 183,681 in 1971. TouriSt revenues 1ncreased from '$2, 056 258 in-

L ' 2 )
1962 to $11,939,265 in 1971. {See Table 12)..

Ibld , p. 101.

5L Ecroyd “"Tourism and the Yukon" in Fourth" Northern Resources Confer—
ence. Whitehorse, Y.T., April 5- 7 1972, p. 27.

'61n 1962 the Trayvel and Pub11c1ty Branch (now Tourism and Informatlon)
was established by the Territorial Government. :

7 ' " e x
Gévernment of the Yukon, Yukon Tourlsm 1972: Annual Report. . Tourism
and Information,: exhlblt II. IR
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TABLE 12

- YUKON VISITORS, 1962-1971
YEAR NUMLER OF VISITORS ' VALUE
1962 ' 46,016 R 2,04%,25é‘
1963 o s1,e51 . 2,641,632
1964 . 49,279 | 2,520,953
1965 . 62,281 N 3,337,015
. 1966 108,400 . 7,047,734
1967 : 97,260 o 7,043,534
1968 119,142) 7,681,120
1969 137,262 ’ 8,822,030
1970 | 156,416 l‘ ’ 10,167,9401
1971 " 183,681 11,939,265

SOURCE: -Government of theé Yukon, Yukon Tourism,
1972: Annual Report. Tourism and
o : ’ Information,“Exhibit 11

'in this initial perisa-énnhal growth rates of ;ourisflﬁumbersx
inéfegsedvfrom’li.Q% (1964) to 17.4% (197{)8; In addition the aQefage
length of stay per v&siﬁor ihcreasea from 4.7 dajs ih 1962 to 9 days in
1971 thereby significantly in?isssiﬁg the poéen;ial expendipurevrate'of

‘visitors.

.

8Ibid., exhibit II
®Ipid., p. 5..



¢ 0, ﬂ;
* h
In the past five years these fxgures have- continued to,lncread:.
The year following 1971 saw a tremendous growth rate for toug&fm.iflggﬁgh
improved enumeration methods on the Alaska ngbyay accougtqéﬁ:éﬁ “w&b{tion
‘of thlS 1ncrease.’ Still, in 1972 the value d‘ Y&;;;i

1’/

s\$22 million

‘r(\ ;
and the number of visitors totalled 2705&91%~ﬂn~1nc§\§§§:0£ 21 pef cent
*&

over 1971 10 . l ‘N§§ ‘w~\ e

N
The growth trﬂnds of the past g)ve yeats indicate contlnued

expansion. Altyough the hga@y growth rates of -1968 to 1973 have not been

repeated, the increase in numbers of visitors and estimated value (exbendi-'

tures) is significant (See Table 13).

TABLE 13 )

YUKON VISITORS, 1972-1975

M -
YEAR NUMBER OF VISIToﬁs . ESTIMATED VALUE
1972 270,897 +21%) $21,768,750
L 1973 311,374 (+14.9%) 25,021,000
BRI 325,310 (+4.5%) 26,161,000 .
1975 .340;1ne,(;4.5%) L 27;338,000

L B ‘
. SOURCE: Government of the Yukon, Yukon Tourism:
Summary, 1975.- Department of Tourism
"and Information, Exhibit III..

-

.

The full implementation of Parks Canada's program, the completlon .

.of the Dempster nghway and sustalned lmprovement of the toad network plus

'0
*P1bid., Exhlbzt II. 21 per cent represents the real “increase over 1971;

figures resulting from new counting methodS'have been. excluded for com-
parison purposes. N
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an extended information services program éuqérS'well'fdr“éontinaed increases

in the tourist resource. It must be mentioned that one- potentially adverse
N . . / Bl

factor is rising transportation costs. ‘If fuel costs and transportation

fares increase beyond an (Edeptable limit the numbers of northern viéfagts ‘

v

‘may be somewhat curtailed.

The p01nt of examining the present structure and value of tourism

to the Yukon is to assess Dawson's role in this structure and to see how

the'growth trends will affect Dawson and the surrounding region.

O

F X

BACKGROUND OF .TOURISM IN DAWSON

LI

VA

Tour1sm in Dawson has 1ts roots in’the gold rush era. Two wealthy

w .

ladie§ who appéared_?;iefly on the scene in July, 1898 proved to be the
first bona fide‘tourésts to reach Dawson. 1 Indeed many ogbfhe gold
seékérs conld be.claSsed as tonrlsts, for they did . not remaln 1ong enough
in the communlty to be consmdered«re51dents. -

‘TOUrlsts v151ting Dawson prior to 1951 did so by steamer on the
Ynkon River, "Tourlsts contxnued to come down the river by boat until the
boat servxce was dlscontlnued Up to about 1942, two steamboats a week
brOUght over a hundred passengers to Dawson from mid-June to mld-August."l2
In the mid 1950°'s the commUnlty re51dents formed the Klondlke Visitors

e

Assoczatlon (K.V.A.) to entertaln these v1sxtors.l3 The K.V.A. is st111
¥

operatxng today and performs a number of services for tourlsm in Dawson.

Berton, Klondlke. 1972, p. 304.

12Lotz, The Dawson Area. 1965, p- 125,

13D. Sack, A Brief History of Dawson City.. Yukon News Printers, Whitehorse,
1974, p. 37. . ' ) ' ,

1



S

The construction ofWa road in 1951 conqect'zng pawson to Alaska
51qnalled the flrst of a growing wava of road tratfic. By 1554 an all-
Weather road ligped Dawson to stewart Cr0551ng, Whitehorse and tho ‘Alaska
Highway.. The number of visitors in Dawson each year_began to increase

but it was not until 1962 that a concentrated efforﬁ was made to stimulate

tourism.
i

r

-'DAWSON CITY FESTIVAL - 1962 . o e

The Dawson éity,Festival of" 1962 originated with discussions
'betwéén.the Federal Govérnment and Tom Patserson of Canadian Theatre
Exchange Led. 14 A prelimxnary survey undertaken by Canadxan The?tre
Exchange resulted in the formatlon of the Dawsoﬁ City Fest1val Foundation
with A;‘InnesrTaylor as ngeral Manager. ‘The aims of ‘the Festzval ‘were
to ﬁroﬁota 5q}£icient intereét,in the gold ra;h of 1898 in hopeé,of
expanéinq taé fledgling touris; industry in the Yukon, yith significant
concentfatipniin Dvawson.15 During'bhe-Feétival the first buildings were

made available for restoration. The Palace Grand Theatre was rébuilt‘and

'.the Masonlc Hall (formerly the Carnegie berary), the old admlnxstratton
bulldxng, and Robert Service's cabin were secured for restoratlon purposes.

/ The Festival was not financially successful. It attracted 18 500

*

visitors, whq'speht an estimated 31,260,00016 but private,lnvestments of

4 4
1 J. Lotz, Dawson City, Y.T., A Study of the Planning and Camunity Needs
.of the Dawson City Festival, 1962. Department of Northern Affairs and

~“Natural Resources, 1962, p. 3.

15Ibld., p. 21.
16AA Innes-Taylor, Dawson City Festlval '62 North, vol. 9, 6, p. 4l.

& T . - . )
$750,000 and Federal assistance totalling 5887,000 were too high to ensure .



" PRESENT DAY TOURISM TRENDS IN DAWSON

' 3 [ ’ R . I
- . ‘ . *; . . ) .
. 3 . K 2 .,

a maqun of profit.17 Howeier the Festival indicated that Dgwson},g}th a .

e i = o ‘_..t . B U e RS _— L LnaZ

proper pro@ram of restoration, could at'tract large numbers o niﬁ@é;

cx

, . e
The problem of devgioaxng such.a‘proqram and the cost ifivolved postponed
. . "‘t\l’:‘ . . . \ . -

sy

any great‘aspirations that Dawson may have had at this time. “
. ’ . ! . N

Todrism’declined in 1963 to gpproxiﬁateiy 4500 visitors'® bub

v .

Dawson began %o benefit f;om»th;\qyerall increase in Yuko7yt0hr15mj

Generally, tourism has_ continued to exp;nd_in'pawson except in a few, .’

e 5
LI o i . ! ¢, St V-
spacific¢ years. For example Canada's Centennial Year, 1967, saw-a general. e
depression of the previéus growth rates of incdmingltourisis. In l11" .
~ ~

lxkerihood pre-occupat}on with home environments and oentennial celebra~-

tions br projects lxmlted the ﬂumber of - nor;bern vxsmtors in. 1967 but 1968 "
-d\" 4 ' N '
sa¥ renewed interest 1n’Yukon tourism. The year 1976 has also been con~- - M

>

ceded as an’offLyearkfor tourism. The United Statés'-Bicentennial‘year

-

and the Montreal Olympics attracted many‘ﬂg the North's potentlal v1smtors .

"
N ‘.

However if the year followlng Canada's Centenn1a1 s any indlcatxon there LR

A

will be a renewed i?crease of tourists in 1977. tl‘g' - . 5

- vt . .

- Two long-term 1nd1cators of tourlsm growﬁh in’ Dawson are repreSentedr.,u

. . st R
- r . : 1 . - ’ . :‘

by the increasing number of visitors registering at the K.v.A. Informf -

ation Center and the increased use of the ferrycrossing the !9kon River at . ™% 1J;
. ‘ A . L - L ,\ ) _..'v r~
Dawson. v : ‘

/
-4 s . . : , . - TR

17Lotz, The Dawson Area. 1965, p. 125. - . o
1 ~ } : . R ’ .
slnnes-raylor in Lotz, The Dawson Area. 1965, p. 126.. SRR

- ~ - 4
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The Information.Center usunlly opens the third.week in May and

closes the third week of September. It is centrally located near the Post

» A
*office (See Figure 11, page 117) and offers an extensive list of

-—

guides to the attractions ~nd sites of Dawson. The past five years show

almost a one hundred per cent increase in the number of tourists register-
. . 14

Lo

ing at the Tourist Information Center. (See Table 14), One significskx\

A

-

trend that is occurring. is the increase of reqistrations during the \\\M
*shoulder' months of May and September. The e#tgnsion of the length of
tﬁe current tourist season is a major goai of Yukon Tourism and incrqased‘
ﬁsage‘of facilities during May and September is encoufaging for fuig;e'//,fvv‘
Prospecps.‘ ' o
Thg increased use of the ferry shows thé apﬁeai of Dawson as an
alternate route to Alaska. A large pfoportion of Yukon tourists are
Argerican visitors: en route to Alaska. ) Although the route is sliahtly -
longer (192 km or 120 miles) and séctions,of'the road are not extensively
maintained, pawsbn~is a majo} attraction. -
iThg Y.T.G: ferry at Dawson, the Geofge Black, offers free, twénty-
four hour service .across the Yukon'River,. It has a 6perating crew of
Y two (tofal personnel is six),.a piiot‘and one“deckhand,'and has a capacity
of ‘eight passenger cars. All vehiéles, éassengérs and points of o#ibin
" (for vehicles) are.reéorded eaqh trié. Because a public campground'is
.lbcatédlon the west bank of the river all Summer é;affic going into Dawson

from the campground must take the ferry. This, then records vehicles

~and passengers who may make the trip several times a dazg For this reason

-

the total numbers offered by the.survey may not be interpreted as the total
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TABLE 14

VISITOR REGISTRATION
DAWSON INFORMATION CENTER

MONTH 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

May 166 260 . 139 - 318 327 435 436
June 12,414 1,92 2,881 3,583 4,694 5,370 '4,i27
July 5,931 6,28é_ 7,405 9,254 7;798 9,263 © 7,256
August | ‘3,572 - 4,444 5,255 6,178 5,672 6,793‘ -
September - 258 595 589 648 1,189 - -

N

. ‘; . .
SOURCE: KYondike Visitors Association, 'Calendar Count', Information
Center, Dawson City"

yisiting‘population but it is significantvag faf as it illustrates the
’t;end éﬁ increasgﬂ usage of the ferry during the tourist season, May to
September (See ;able 15). |

A furthei indicator of tourist growth in Dawson and iﬁcrease of
traffic between Dawson andbAlaska is the number of entries recofdéd by
Canada Customs at the Yukoanlaska-boréer. Stétistics-are‘only available
‘for a three—year period bgt they show an increase.from 9,?12 to‘12,150.
persons entering Canada near Dawson City from 1974‘to 1976. Althodgh

1976 was a poor tourist year only the number of bus tours was significéntly

down (decreased 45%). (See Table 16).

e ~
- \\



NUMBER OF VEHICLES AND PASSENGERS

- TABLE 15

GEORGE BLACK FERRY

DAWSON CITY

29

L

NO. OF

FERRY IN  TOTAL OPERATING

. 1964

and Public Works;

YEAR  NO. OF '
VEHICLES PA$SENGERS OPERATION' HOURS
1962 - 9,268 31,064 My 22 | -
963 7,152 21,570  May 23 - )
6,921 20,492.  June 1 1,439
1965 10,956 31,055' May 27 "‘,;f1,54é
1966 18,594 48,015 May 18 2,348
1967 ~24;37o 60,933 May 23 ~3,;5£
1§68 27,460 66,158 - MAy'la_ 3,037
1969 2@,124 48,967 May 13 2,964
;950' 21,137 54;418 . May 20 ° ,3;155’
1951”, 21,245 54,046 May 20 -
1972 ‘2;,155 52,505 May 25 3,643
1973 26,746 70,212 May 22 3,811
- 1954,, 24,440 r86;362 Mayvlf 3,760
;1975_ 32,444  §2;709 May 20 3,815, g
u’ , _ ) o
SOURCE:}CGovernmenflof the_ Yukon, Department of HighQay;,;



T L \ !
TABLE 16 ' |
.s . <& - N » - \\.,
PERSONS EN?ERLNG{CANADANEARrDAWSON'CITY - Y
: YEAR - " PRIVATE VEHICLF  PLANE  BUS : ALL PERSONS - ’
(JUNE—SEP’I‘) T ULS. CDN. Uu.,s. = .U.S5. CDN, =+ U.S.. CDN. OTHER TOTAL
. N ; L)
1974 5,633 2,321 . 201 1,182 83 7,048 2,417 ' 247 9,71
1975 6,956 . 2,741 288 1,539 - 186 8,806 2,700 330" 11,836
1976 : 7,700 2,500° 370 - 870 120 9,050 2,690 410" 12,150

- SOURCE: Government of Canada, Dawson City Tourist Exit‘Survey, 1976.

TOURIST COUNTS IN DAWSON . | :

\ndepartlng Dawson, and those leav1ng theféf—/unlty by scheduled bus. The | S

'hiking, canoe (3%)‘accounted for the remainder.

DIAND, prepared by B.C. Research Ltd. for Parks Canada, Nov.;”
1976, p. 22. '

r

"\

During the -summer of:1976 Parks'Canada commissioned S.C.

Research Ltd‘,of Vancouver to prepere a survey of<tourism in pawson. The

survey s objectlves were to estlmate the volume of v131tors and vehlcles ‘-
1eav1ng Dawson durlng a twelve—week survey perlod June . 28 tQ;September 11, s

o

C e

LN

and to estlnate the walue of these V151tors to Dawson by tabulatlrg thelr

19 Lot .
use of attractlons and services.. (See Appenﬂlx B - Sample-Questlonnalre) ‘ //‘

A

cceptable responses were gaﬁhered from three types of "1 //

vnsltors, those Ain prlvate vehlcles leavxng Dawson, those on bus. tours o/

major mode of transportatlon was prlvate vehlcle (86%), organlzed bus

.

tours (11%) and’ other varlous means .of transportatlon, alrplane, hltch-

: 20

19Governnient of Canada, DaQSOn City Exit Survey, Summe 976. DIAND,
prepared by B.C. Research Ltd. for Parks Canada, NovemSE( 1976, ‘P. 5.

20 Ibld., p. 20, L o

- . €
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Two road locatlons, the west exit from Dawson at the. ferry cross—

‘ing and the east exlt on the Klond;ke nghway 1mmed1ately west of the o

<

. Dempster Highway turn-ofﬁ were used to record responses from\those 1eaving
in private:vehicles. .Theitotal number of responseslrecorded were: nroad
.trafflc, 526; packaged bus tours, llO- and scheduled bus departures, 23
Those: leav1ng by alrplane (24) were not 1nc1uded in the tabulatlon of

results,
The. study estimated that 30,300 vfsitors departed from,Dawson.‘AL
. . . v . ' . - ; : L .

during the twelve-week survey period. If this total is projected to a
' seventeen-week period it is estimated that 43, 000 visitors'paSSed'through

Dawson in the surmmer of‘l976;21' Thls o) o'ectlon is sllghtly optlmlstlc

as the shoulder months of May and Sep’ember dd'not equal the mid-summer.

months of June, July and August for tourist trafflc but the orlglnal

estlmatlon of 30, 300 prov1des an accurate ba51s for measurmng the amount B

. of tourist traftlc in Dawson in the péak tourist‘months;\aﬁ

omcm OF VISITORS, 1976 o

The‘greateSt proportion of visitors were from the‘United‘States '
.. , V4 . .E
~(60%)" The greatest departure from thls pattern occurred in the arranged

tours, where 70 Rer cent’ of the total tour vlsltors were Amerlcan resi-

_dents'compared to\PnIY'Zd per cent Canadian. Visitors frOm the U. S, also.'

: il
accounted for the greatest proportlon of v151tors travelllng by prlvate

‘e

vehlcle (55%) (See:Table 17);-_ A , '»‘f' ‘ ‘}:;

».21 - R o \ ) ) o

Ibld., p. 3.,



TABLE 17
\ . - o S

- ORIGIN OF VISITORS: ~-TOURS AND -PRIVATE VEHICLES -

ORIGIN - .. TOURS *~ -  PRIVATE VEHICLES
~ VISITORS % VISITORS .PARTIES ' &
yukon - Ni1  Nil 2860 © 97" . 11%
Canada- - 800 -24% 8840 - .2990 -  34%
e i o 8 e
U.S., Y- 2500 . 76% - 14300 4840 ' 55%
| R v - ‘ . R . e o o o
TOTAL 3300 1008 . 26000 - -.8800 . °100%
S o T
: == e ——
~ | SOURCE: Government of Canada, Dawson City Tourist Exit .

Surtey, 1976. DIAND, prepared:by B. c. Research
Ltd for Parks Canada, Nov 1976, p. 1.

1
' This seems to,illustratefthe dominantvattraetioh of Alaska for
mahy U.S.ftourists.' The survey revealed that 79 per cent of u. S v151tors_

’

descrlbed Qawson C1ty as 'one of several destlnatlond, 22 thereby suggest-‘”
‘ 1ng that Dawson 1s not the prlmary destlnatlon but an 1nterest1ng stop- o

7-.over on an Alaskan trlp; it must be stated that Ln excess of one—qparter

of the 4840 U. s vehlclessurveyed orlglnated in Alaska, 1nd1cat1ng that- '

, . 23
Dawson also serves as an attractlon for 1ts fellow northerners i

VALUE OF VISITORS TO THE COMMUNITY, 1976 = '~ S

~

The 1ength of stay in the communlty 1s one. measure of the value'

NS

of tourlsm'tovDawsonp The greatest number of- vxsxtors stayed only one

Ibld , p. 3L . S SR R
3 bld., p " 28, . .'r‘," l B S ' ‘;‘

s
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or two nights in Daqun (See .Table '18),

"o

=

£

TABLE 18 R . o

S ~ S |
. VISITOR L NGTH OF STAY IN DAWSON CITY |
NUMBER OF NIGHTS == YUKON . .CANADA  U.S. TO%AL
: , . r Co .VISIboas
oW o108 o 6% 10% T

; S ,fi o ,f,‘ié% L 29%:.”" 40% 9100 '
S22 e "‘jzi» '~sz42'
e eiy s 7 ";"‘;gev ;1586"

5. ‘los T los 3% 1820

TOTAL - 100% . 100% - 1008 26000
- SampletSize, ... 49 ' 176 = 293

"’ 'SOURCE: Government of Canada, Dawson city Tourist Exit "
-\ . . . survey, 1976.. DIAND, prepared-by B.C. Research -

' Ltd. for parks’Canada, Nov. 1976, p. 33

ﬂ’gxonefnightzerblonger preferrea_to:stay in one of

Dawson's tﬁfee»céﬁpgrounds‘(?3%) - The usé”of'motels or hotelscﬁas 1imited .

1n 1976 pefhaps reﬁlectlng the 45 per cent decrease in the number of bus .

N touxs v1szt1ng Daws Thls was: s;gnlflcant in terms of expendltures.

Approxlmately $40 SQQL ;
k.

'modatlons wkile only $18 60 was spent dafiy by those using camplng fac111t1es.24

“%élbld.,»p. 44,

R R - . P . . : )
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1 .
.

The greatest single item of spendlng was on meals. Other major

/

’L.f,fWCaﬁeQOriéSjof'expéndituxes-included;—cariexpenses, entertalnment, accom- |
v . ‘ .
- "gddation and a shopping classification  (souvenirs). (See Table 19).

TABLE 19 *

s . . . . .

" ALLOCATION OF VISITOR SPENDING BY ITEM

TTEM PRdJECTED‘TOTApVI ALLOCATION
,Accommodatlbn s',180,600 o  ‘ 14% | .
“Mea}s Lo '"A’ | '.'309;0001 o f 24% )
 Car‘Exbens¢s R .‘545,060 >,f:v 1l 19% -
‘Enteftainment ‘ v'. f‘232,Q60:v>‘ | | :18%'”(
‘ dther_v‘? LTt . 335,000 o '; 26%
. TOTAL - §1,287,000 - 100%
e E : ,SéURCE{ Governmena of Canada, Dawsan Clty Taurlst

o o . vExxt Survey, 1976. DIAND, prepared by
P S . . 'B.C. Research Ltd.. for Parks Canada, Nov.
' ' 1976, p. 47. :

The overall value of tourlsm to Dawson can best be seen by examin-

kS

lng “the Dawson expendltures of VlSltorS travelllng in prlvate vehlcles.

(See Table 20) v The value is estlmated at $1,287, 000 for vxsltors utlllzlng

o

-’prlvate vehlcles.i\For the total survey perlod 1t 1s estlmated to be Sl 5

P
C e

"million.and.fqr thenpfojectéd'sevgnteen-weekvseaSOn, Z-mll};pn dollarsu,'

Py
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TABLE 20

' VOLUME OF EXPENDITURES IN DAWSON CITY. . -
PRIVATE VEHICLES

‘ORIGIN - EXPENDITURE PER ~ PAR™ LENGTH ' EXPENDITURE PER NUMBER TOTAL

'PERSON, PER NIGHT SIZE OF STAY PARTY PER VISIT OF PARTIES
7 - . )

»

Yukon  $23.9 3.0 2.3 slee . 970 $ 161,000
_Canada - §22.9 2.8 2.8 $184 2990 550,000

$21.76 29" 1.9 U $119 . 4840 576,000
TOTAL o R ‘ . $1,287,000

SOURCE: Government of Canada, Dawson Clty Tourlst Ex1t Survey;, 1976 DIAND,

prepared by B C. Research Ltd. for Parks Canada, Nov. 1976, p. 45.

ATTRACTIONS VISITED

Dawvson Cltyhpossesses a number of attractlons that serve as.
.'focal pcints for tourlsts. The majorlty of these sites are‘free exhrblts R
thereby encouraglng v151tat10n."0f the ten major'sites only the Dawson
| Clty "Museum charged.adm1551on; The Palace Grand Theatre was the attractlon‘

seen by the greatest number of v151tors even though the number of people

attendlng the Gasllght Follles in the‘Palace Grand was not included in »

‘,'the total (See Table 21)

t
'MOST FREQUENTLY MENTIONED ATTRACTIONS OF DAWSON:

By far: the greatest preference of tourlsts 1n Dawson was ‘the

'sense of hlstory that the town portrayed The list of attractions visited
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v 4
TABLE 21
"ATTRACTioﬁS’VISITED
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF VISITORS

Y SITE PRIVATE VEHICLE 'rTOURS

\‘éi;élace Grand Theatre’ ‘ 17,700 : 2,800

5. Xeno 15,300 2,200

Goldfields - : v 15,300 3,000

ﬁébert Service Cabin .  ‘ K 15,600 y '1,400
Dawson City’Mﬁéehm. . | 15,700‘ | A _1,500‘
Diamond Tooﬁh Gerﬁies “‘;2,7003.. 2,000 |
old Post Office R 12,700 | 2,000
Midnight bome _“_ R 12,200 1{200j

" Gold Room. o o o ‘10;500 1,400

l Mooﬁeh;aé  ‘ | . .,". , 4,20Q‘ o l'900

: ophér | L 2 | ) 4;209 . o '1,30051'f5‘

:Sémple‘size'v S . | o 515‘_ - 108

SOU#CE:"Govergment of Canaaé;,DaQSOn City'TburiSt:

. Exit ‘Survey, 1376. DIAND prepared by B.C.

'.Reseag?h for ‘Parks Canada,’Ngv; 1976.

i : = . . ‘

R
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-

~

llluﬁtsated the desire of tourists to learn.more about the hlstory of the
golgkrush and 'rellve' through the hlstorlcal sites, the gold rush era,
With the exceptlon of the Mldnlght Dome (seeqp. 16 ). all attractlons_
were llnked-w1th Dawson's days as a gold mining community. The support
for a continued festoration proo;lm was consistent among respondents,
‘indicating'that restored sbuildings and exhibits should remain the primary

. component of Parks Canada's program.

MOST FREQUENTLY MENTIONED 'DISLIKES' OF DAWSON . R @

Specific*disliﬁes,concerning Dawson included high pricés and
the 11m1ted provision ‘of basic serv1ces such’'as paved street imprOved

camping fac;litles, and a greater number .of better quality washroom

facilities. The,major complaint'involving hlgh prices would,center around

v

the cost of food. Grocerles at the three retail. stores were e*(pens:.vD
N

(Sl 07 per quart of mllk compared w1th 77¢ ln'Whltehorse and 51¢ in ,

- . R
\

‘Edmonton) or often, in - the case of fresh frult, unobtalnable. The cheapq

est restaurant dlnner at elther of the two hotel: eatlng establlshments

.

‘was 57 50,
The actual cost of v151t1ng the hlstorlc 51tes was nll, except
for the ‘Museum (Sl 00) and the Gasllght Follles (85. 00-6 00). Otherh". . .
- costs 1nc1uded‘mote1 accommodatlon ranglng from $l6. 00 to $32 00 for
double occupancy, and fuel costs- whlch in Dawson averaged $l 16 a gallon
compared-w1th Sl.04 in Whltehorse and 71¢in Edmonton; ’ .

’
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SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS

' Continued'restoration and improvement of several services were

1

the major suggestions for improvement. The paving o‘ roads would eliminate
0
the problem of dust and rad. This has already been ecommended -in the

’

form of macadamlzlng the road surfaces. Lack of 1nf

lon151gns also
presented problems for,trafflc flow. The K.V.A. Informatlon Center supplled
_ maps and directions but the provxslon of signs en route would aid in
: facxlltatlng the flaw of tourlst trafflc
Another area for suggested 1mprovement was campgrounds.y.A
number of: respondents indicated that camplng fac111t1es were 1nsuff1c1ent
ln number, and c0uld be better maintained, The two publlc campgrounds
had an lndetermlnate number of camplng areas but a small number of gravel-. .
led sites (20—30) llmlted the,number of trallers or recreational‘yehiclesn
that could make use of thc Y. T.G- canpgrounds Outdoor'washroome and.
water pumps were provxded and the cost of the publlc campgrounds was 32 50
per nlght or 510 00 for a season' s pass.

.

The prlvate campground, located within Dawson, prov1ded 1n excess

of onexhundred parking places. Fac111t1es were better, ie. wash/shower
<

facxlltles, but costs were hlgher (33 00-5. 00 dependlng upon the type of
vehicle). If£.73 per cent oﬁ the total number of v1s;tors in Dawson are
comprlSed of camplng partles, the reorganlzatlon of campgrounds, bogh
publlc and prlvate, is a ﬂeceSSlty. o ., v L . :

| One other merovement that was suégested byvrespondents 1nvolued
the.appearance of the communlty. The large number of vacant areas covered

_in bush detracted from the aesthetlc quallty of ‘the hlstorlc archltecture

andshould'be:cleaned up._
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PARKS CANADA SURVEY

_ The survey_estlmatesrthe vblume'qf”ylsltersAqnd theit attitudes
towerd Dawson but viewed by itself it does not offer any indication of
trends., It does establlsn the approx1mate number of people travelling to
- Dawson fox the lmmedlate future but only when comparéd with other data
can the tourist trend be established. For example, "the Yukon Exit
Survey, estimated thatﬂn9 000 v151tor parties visited the Yukon over a

S-mOnth perlod from May to September, 1975 This corresponds to 35 000

V

parties. over the period of the Dawson study. Of these, 21? are estlmated

. to have visited Dawson, or 7 500 partles."zs' This cor:esPhnds with the’

restimat;on of 8,800 private vehlcle parties v151t1ng Dawson in the 1976

\ .

_ survey perlod
The survey was’ lmportant in strengthenlng thesis research

A llmlted number of thesis questlonnaires (77 (see Appendlx C) were ais-
~ \ Q

tributed to tourists v1sxt1ng the Dawson City Museum From these an -
»

»attempt was made to evaluaﬁe tourxst attitudes toward Dawson.

N A

The results from the two separate quest;onna;res cannot be

S

1nterpreted in the same manner, as- the format. and sampllng method of each

questlonnalre was dlfferent. Therefore a strict comparlson wqpld not be
valld However, slnce the goals of both surveys were smm;lar it was

' expected that the conclusxons would yleld correspondlng tre ds.‘ This in
/

fact was the case. A review of results from the thesxs qubstlonnalre

will 1llustrate its supportlve relatlonshlp w1th the Parks Canada survey.

251bid., p. 24
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, The orfgins of visitors to the Museum showed theigrga::nﬁmbers

a

of U,S. tourists,‘althouqh not quite in the same proportions.“Canadian

-

respondents (42.8%) equalled the number of U.S. respondents and in additioh . .

a notiéeablc pumber of‘fo:eiqn (other than U.S.) tourists were included -

in the sample (6.4%). The figure fo® Yukon visitors in DawSon was roughly

the same (6.5%, thesis questionnaire versus 7% Parks Canada survey).ﬁ
Attractions visited were fairly uniform although variances in

questionnaire form accounted for some differences. The major attractions

.

in both surveys'were the same and even the catcgory listed as 'other'
) MR X . D . W .
produced similar attractions CchkvLondon's cabin, the Cemetery, St, Paul's

Church) but the rankings were not, in the same order.

A question regarding tourist attitudes toward Dawson yiéidedy&,

L 3

similar results., The greatest positive factor in Dawson was its aura of z
history.'"xhe age of the buildings, the attempts at restoration and pres-'&V

ervation, and the géneral historic atmosphere appealed to the largest nﬁgber
- L@ . S _ s :
' of respondents (48%). " This corresponded to Parks Canada's response cates .

gory, ‘history' (27%) as the most frequently mentioned ‘like' of Dawson.

Other positive .features of Dawson identified from the thesis questionnaire

included ‘the excellent proVision'qf tourist aids (32.5%) and the enter-

-

-tainment f;cilities (}0%). T _ .
Tourist dislikes algo pzéducedAuniiofm results. The thesis
'quesﬁionnaire presented a scale b& whicﬂ'théiféspéndents‘wére asked to
evaluate specific services.and facifitie# in Da;son. Interpretihg the
category listed as 'very poor' asia gislikg of present copditiqns the

survey revealed that roads (15%), thaﬁ is, the pfesence of dust or mud

depending upon weathér. conditions, and campgrounds (9%) were the greatest

- . . A
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negative aspects of Dawson.‘_This corréspogded to Parks Canada results
with the exception that highiprices were listed,as the most f;equentiy
mentioned dislike. Only 8% of the respondents o£2the tgesis questionnaire
- B
coméfaincd of high prices.
Suggested impfovcments‘for pawson in both questionnaires in-
dicated thaé.thc restoration programhshould be continued. Other‘similar

responses included paving the roads, providing more and better quality

campgrounds as well as increasing the number of washrooms throughout the-

community.

[

Obviously the Exit Survey was of much greater depth'than could
be handled on‘an individual basis but- the similarity of results of both
questionnaires lends'greater weight to their respective conclusions.

fhe Exit Survey was also imporﬁanﬁ for estéblishing base figures

for Parks Canada's development program, and for ‘commercial establishments
. . : 4 R :

‘ .
‘to gauge the future tourist climate.

Practical aspects of Parks planning involve
estimating the number of parking spaces re-
quired at individual sites, the .spacing of
information centers, the number of sanitary

. facilities, and the strength of support ‘

R structures necessary in certain restored

‘ 'buildings. - Operators of commercial accom-
modation and individual attractions can use
the data to help determine whether expansion
of their facilities is feasible. Expenditure
data will be of particular interest to the ,
Dawson City Council as an indicator .of pot 8*

. tial income accrued. from visitognfpending.

LN '-'/' 4

i
Lo I

'261pig., p. 1. - ‘ - el
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The survey *was conducted as a response to increased Parks Canada

development in Dawson. The measurement of the present-day tourist

[

volume W1ll ostabllsh guidelines for planned tourist developmePt. A

-

L

closer examination of this pro‘ed development illustrites the grow1ng

importance of tourism to Dawson.

PARKS CANADA DEVELOPMENT

L4

The master plan beingvdeveloped for Dawson has not been fully
accepted as yet, although the initial stagee have been approved. The .

proposed plan must be accepted by the public, meaning pawson residents,
and approved by Parks Canada Regional Offices located in Winnipeg and
by the Minister of the Department of'Indian and,Nofthern Affairs (DIAND).

It is antlclpated the plan will outllne development for a twenty year‘

period, although five~

ar completlon programs w1ll be formulated to
fmCLlltate lmplementatl n and fundxnd‘ As of May 1, 1976 the Dawson City
historical development plan was at the reeearch and planning stage, along
with the stablllvatlon of bulldlngs 27 When the mastem plan lsfcreated,
and the first five year capltal develOpment program is established, new .
developments w111 be 1n1t1ated.; Parks Canada hopes to have the new pro-
gram lmplemented durlng 1978-79.

DIAND fxfét began its program in preservatlon in 1959, prlor to

the Dawson City Festival, but it was not until 1974 ‘that a plannlng team

was established to determine the extent of historical -resources 'in Dawson

2 Government of Canada, Inflo, Parks Canada,vDIAND,Column9, March, 1976.

2811i4., Column 9, March 1976. - | .
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1 \ .

’ : : .

‘and'the best meanspof developing them.29 The proposed direction of developf
nent lnvol?es_concentratlng on several themes: man's'extraction-Of gold;
the activities and.transportation that accompanied this extraction; and
the “devclopment,‘hey—day and decllne of a metropolls prov1d1ng supplies
and services to the Klondlke Gold Flelds 30' The plan is d1v1ded lnto two
arcas»ofpdcvelopment, the Gold Fields and Dawson City itself.

GOLD FIELDS - B , o - E

-, The Gold Fields area'is'subdiVided into two areas of develOpment;,

N ]

the rodtesvthrough the gold-bearlng areas and the Bear Creek’ complex.
:The roads through the.gold iflds'w1ll vary in length and d1rectron but
&ill orient:thc tourist to sites of pastvand present gold extraction,

! : . o _

These routes lnclude the expan51on of roads along Bonanza Creek, Hunker
‘Creek.,‘ Dominion and Sulp_-hur Creeks and proposed iuklng tralls between '
Bear Creek and Uppervepnanze. _Liee previous Figure 5, p. 29 ),

. The Beat Creek mpfex is the site of thedformer'YukonvConsoll—
.dateddGold Corporatlon depot- that now 1is owned by Parks CenadaL""lhe }
hervcsting of - Klondike gold reached its technologlcal culnlnationein the
mechenically lnten51ve mlnlng technlques of the Yukon Consolidated Gold
Corporatlon . Supportlng the massrve machlnes wh1ch had supplanted the

'laboureinten51ve operatlons of the earller miners was the Bear Creek com-

plex.t31 ThlS area of development will concentrate on the gold rush as it -

9 ' L . ' .
2 Government of Canada, Dawson Ci&y Conservatlon Study. 'DIAND, 4 Volumes,
1974. : ’\\\éé R . I o :
‘30Government of Canada, Concept Propo f_'Dawson,City-Historic'Sites.
DIAND, Parks Canada, 1975, p- 4 : '
31

1bid., p. 15.
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related to miniﬁg technology, from,the‘inaividual pick and shovel to the

- massive mechanical ‘dredges, -

2

The acquisition of ‘Bear Creek has supplied Parks Canada with a

- facility largely intact as well as'a wealth of'machinery; artifacts énd

buildings for displays,,storage&@na hous;ng.,'

D;xwéoﬁ CITY .
= | “

Dawson City restoratioh ;s also subéiv%deélintoitﬁofafeas of
 the community: the ;ﬁbyngoﬁﬁ~Areéf'gnd thqub;éfﬁménﬁ Rescrve. (éeé
Fiéurevlo). .soth §f these areas we?e selec;ed beqause'they pdsséssed
significant concentratidns af historical buiyging§‘aﬁd because‘Parksjﬁf
.Canada wgs'éble tQ oB@qiﬁ oﬁneréhip'of éeYerél‘propé&tiés in iﬁé{twb_

The Downtowg.areg is to be_designed aé;a‘serieg bf stréetscapes
which will be characteri'étip of the Klondike éra. =The his't'ofli;;“ buildings
"aireédy situated in the area wiil be qé&ﬁi;@éntedﬁbf infilling of vacant'.
loté with édditionalﬁi;eloéa;ed bﬁilaihgs cﬁa}éciérigtiq of ;He gd}d ;
”rﬁsh ée;iod and.by'rewéfking;the eXferio#sLof buildings moreimbdéfﬁ in.;
appeafanée in order to reinforce §h¢4hi§t§ri§~§emblaﬁce 6£.the afeal

Theipatpérn 6f'de§e16p;ent wiii ;1igﬁ thg]iresiored}.argas.alSng?j
,existing rouéeé of visitor.uSe; |

. .~ The Downtown concept is organized around the
t observed existing patterns of visitor circu-
lation, which are generated by the facilities
and attractions now to be found in this part
of the city...The intent is to take advantage ‘
of these patterns, and to reinforce them, so . = ‘ 7
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R : , : S ‘ R .
that the Parks Canada propertles dlspersed

_through. the area ‘can be linked to-present.

‘a co-ordlnated 1nterpretatlon of the bus=

lness and amusements of historic’ Dawson._‘

The c1rculatory system of development w1ll focus on several
.street lntersectlons Wlthln the des;gnated downtown dlstrlct.* The locatlon

'of an 1nterpretatlon center at Thlrd Avenue and Prlncess Street in the ,

south end of the c1rculatlon pattern and the already functlonlng focal

A

polnt at Thlrd and Klng in the northern portlon of the patterh (the
Palace Grand ‘and the old Post Offlce) plus the locatlon of the Keno on the

‘ western perlphery of the flow route, w111 establlsh a flow of v1sitors

,.)
JEE

-~

‘between major Parks Canada p01nts of development. Co L -

- The second area. of. development 1n Dawson, the Government Reserve, .

.o . -

)

Cis desxgnated as the area symbollc of. government admlnlstratlon and partlc- _

,1patlon durlng and after the extractlve perlod of the gold “rush. The

Reserve, the slte »of the former North West Mounted Pollce headquarters, ,

fFort Herchmer, 1s to be re—establlshed at least 1n part. Prlvate ownershlp “

. ,;somewhat llmlts the extent of area avallable for redevelopment butvthe
“greater part of ‘the Reserve is st111 owned by the Crown.: It is suggested
"‘that the Reserve bevde51gnated as a. hatlonal Hlstorlc Park in. order to
'~fac111tate development and control of the area. Development in the Reserve

‘ uwlll con51st of restoratlon of pertlnent bulldlngs (See Appendlx E) and

_landscaplng a portlon of the 51te. Full complet;on of the proposed Reserve

'vplan w111 requlre the relocatlon of exxstzng land uses such as. the Terrltor—‘

u”lal wOrks compound and the Mrnlstry of Transport housxng However some '

present actlvltlestsuch as the R, C M. P., St Paul's Angllcan Church, and -
32 § o o f':»'
Ibid., p. 32.

-
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v : .
, N

the Dawson Clty Museum (located ih the Adnlnlstratlon Bulldlng) Wlll
remaln in the Reserve as they are compatlble w1th development aums-v
L The 1engthy perlod requlred for relocatlon and negotlatlon in

the Reserve area requlres that ‘an’ 1nter1m plan be 1nst1tuted Thls infers ‘
. \ .

atmaintenance of the status quo in the case'of'the Administration Build-'

&

1ng, exterlor restoratlon of the Comm1551oner's resxdence and development

of the Court House as admlnistnatlve offlces untll ra more detalled plan .

oﬁ‘restoration>can be implemented (See Appendlx E for complete llst)
2 . ‘

" ATTITUDE'OF DAWSON RESIDENTS TOWARDS TOURISM
/ Interviews7withza'number offDawson_reSidentS (70)‘lndicated
L that thc majorlty (72%) felt: tourlsm was 'very 1mportant' to Dawson..rAn

° .
M -

addltlonal 14 per cent felt that the value of ‘tourism’ Was '1mportant' to
o ‘ ‘ :
“y‘the‘COmmunlty‘ It appears then that Dawson re51den§s are certalnly aware

. of the_dependency of thefeity uponvthe tourlst resource., Nearly all the
ST respondents. (90%) félt‘that the present volume,of‘touriSm'was,QOod,forE
”"}”the"oommunity."However; in_evaluatlng'the»deSire for more. tourists Dawsonf

bR o

residents were not so‘éﬂthusiastie; Only 65 per cent~of the sample sug~'~

' gésted thcj wauld llke to see more tourlsts in Dawson and only 55 per cent

were in favour Of,a'longer toufist seasdn‘ Thef/fqre 1t\seems that*the

2

‘</~ 'j present tourlst trends are accepted but future expan51on is not whole—i

heartedly welcome.. Perhaps the fallure of ‘the re51dents to partlclpate

o K
-

lto‘the maximum.lével-possible inﬁthefbenefltskof tourlsm_lends;thls air

gof skeptiolsm.
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' S I | ,
_ TOURISM AND COMMUNITY STRUCTURE

. Tourism is the most important feature in Dawson at.the preSent,'\

~ -

time fdi'two primary reasons 'Firstly,_the obvious economic- impact on
;the communlty is hlghly 51gn1f1cant .The value of"tourism‘in Dawson was

. R
‘ostlmated at two mllllon dollars in 1976, the largest single source of

incomeﬁfor the oity.l-:_ A ‘-‘; N R .

| ln‘secono teatnre'of tourism,,more'related‘to'the‘r .“hology
"of.the'conéhnity, inQolves“the reshapingvof’the oity's;st;ucture “ This
takes several fofms.v‘Thebrestoration of'histosicvbnlldings and thClr”'
movenent to key p01nts of the tourlst-orlented areas w111 create the
"streetscape' atmosphere sought by Parks Canada‘ ycnrtentxoommertlal and
resiaentlal land uses'oonfo;ming with the‘historiclera,eill be_incorporated
withln these developed Sectors. Outlying, vaeatednsites will‘bevheld forj
‘tesidential infllling;;lnﬁserviced.ateaszpnly;jprvfor.development as parks
:fand.reoreation'afeas;' - | |

| The development of the c1rculat10n pattern w1ll certalnlylreln—‘
force the already changlng'commerc1al structure of the clty ’AS'noted in

e

'Cha'jer‘Four thehcommercial Sectorvwas returning to;Eronthtreet and.

-nding along fhlrd Aéenne( ‘New cqhmercial Ventures‘yill likely‘felne
'ffotce the‘conmertiai.appearanoe oflthese‘ateas; -

Zdnlng wlll'continue to change“the strnctnre offbawson}‘l"The N
éonlng élan and Bylawvare the major means of accompllshlng the goals
establlshed by the Development Plan;..The zones shown ‘on the Plan lnclude.
szesldentlal, Commerc1al Industrlal, Parks‘and Recreatlon, bevelopment

[

) cOntrol, sttorlc Control Re51dent1al, Hlstorlc Control Commerc1a1 "34

3-SYUergY West, Community Plan for‘Dawson. 1975,lp. 81 T




(See Figure 10). For example, 1ndustr;al uses are presently scattered
S g
dthroughout the.community.A No 1ndustr1al zone has been desxgnated but

_Lndustrlal land’ uees have been placed under Development Control so that

'future 1ndustr1al development may be located with cOmpagégle surrounding

lapd uses.: Even the: p0551b111ty of remov1ng much of t&e 1aﬂustr1al land -

S 5 o D

‘use beyond the c1ty 1lmltS Stlll ex1sts.3 R ®. ‘

. Thus it is seen that. tourlsm, be51des ltS economlc value, is’
R _ :

: also the 1ncent1ve behlnd a- major restructurlng of the communlty. Many

recent northern communltles have been preplanncd but the morphologlcal
tchange that Dawson will undergo, after elghty-years,bmay‘be‘unlque-to

northern settlements. . R e
Toﬁrism.will be the basis for any growth that Dawson experiences

.in thevncxtldecade.' The summer population of Dawson is eStimated at

) approximately'l2003§ and the increase in tourism.will encourage a gfeater
seasonal populatlon, perhaps as hlgh as: 1800 However,”the very nature

- of tourlsm suggests tha* a 51gn1f1cantly larger permanent populatlon w1ll

‘ not be maintained. It is p0551ble that ‘the expan51on of the admlnlstratlve'

3
»

l:vsector, both in tourlst-related and reglonal serv1ces, w111 increase
" Dawson' S permanent populatlon sllghtly but not in excess of 1, 000 ‘There-.

fore touriem,vthe_greatest single ec0nomicabase qf-Dawson'and 1n1t1atot :‘f
o R AR ‘.5 o ) SRR S

of. its renewed viability, must be supplemented by an expansion in other

- economic sectors .to-achieve a fnll”growth potential. Chapter: Six wiiif

f explore"several of these poseibilitles that will provide‘aniimpetuS’forv_

" growth in DaWson, o

"35Dawson Packet July, 1976, p. 3.
36

Intervxew data, 1976

5 T



" CHAPTER VI

DAWSON'S REGIONAL RESOURCES

b

‘Although tourisi offers the‘greatest'potentiai for‘employmentj

and 1ncome for the populatlon of Dawson it does so.on a seasonal basxs.

'K

The proposed goal of commdnlty Stablllty Wlll 1arge1y stem from the ine~,

creased tourlst resoutce but the presence of other ec0nom1c act1v1t1es
. I . & N Y
in the area will- 1ncrease Dawson's propects of malntalnlng stablllty and

promotlng a renewed growth | These additional economlc resources mustlhe»“
" of a permanent nature, supportlng residents throughout the entire year.
irThe practlce’of reaplng the beneflts ‘of. tourlsm for a. perlod of four to '
‘five months then'relying'on unemployment orrwelfare ror the remalnder Qf‘:'

'

_the year limits the,growth potential of'the community. 'A‘more Secure base

R ) .

would be to. fully explort local resources, such as they exlst, in conjunc-

9 .
¢

tlon WLth DaQson s natural roles’ asva serV1ce node for the northern Yukon.
The'enlergement'of Dawson's service:bases'and‘deyelopment of looal re-
‘sources shouldvprovide_Dawson‘oith the“opportunitybto érow on,a permahent
- as well'as a seasonaleasis;: | o | |

lee so many other settlements in northern Canaoa, Dawson’relles S
“heavily on its role as an-admlnlstratlve center.l. Two levels of govern—'
':mentvprovrde yearbround employmentvand serv1ces for Dawson and the reglon

'Centering_pn theﬂcommunity.,g(See Figuremlz). Dawson fulfllls the need

lFrled, J.; “Settlement Types and Communlty Organlzatlon in Northern
Canada" in Wonders, (ed.) Canada's Changlng North 1971, p. 287.

‘ .121[
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_for an administration center in the northern Yukon and.san be expected to

conbbnue as such as the importance of the.region incredses in Yukon

development priorities.

" GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION. - FEDERAL | o

In addltion to the agencles outllned in Chapter Four, (poi

offlce, R.C.M. P ) other Federal Government operatlons serve as 1mportant

sources'of émployment for Dawson residents. Y
Yukon Lands and Forests maintains an'office in Dawson. Its

dutieS'include;'supervision-of s d'use,,such as the control of explor-.

ation and constructlon of access roads- and’ fire suppreSSLOn. There age'

"four permanent employees, one Resource Management folCEr {R.M.0.), two

ass1stant Rcsource Management Offlcers and one secretary Seasonal employ—

:ment 1ncludes five flrnflghters, one tower -man located near dlwson and

one .man statloned in’ Old Crow.' Forest flre-flghtlng is a casual employer

'

of c;tlzens 1n Dawson and offers jobs to perhaps a dozen communlty resi-
dents on an 1rregular ba51s durlng the summer. season.

The area of responsxblllty of Dawson s branch of Lands and »
e

:Forests lncludes 62, 650 sq km (24 200 59. mlles) in the Dawson dlstrlct
‘and 80 095 sq km (30 925 sq. mlles) 1n the dlstrlct of Old Crow.2 (SJe

Flgure 12) .'t Lo : ‘ ,i -

Another 1mportant Government employer is the Mlnlstfy of Trans—
port (M 0.T. ) The Mlnlstry of. Transport has six full-tlme employees

worklng at the Dawson C1ty alrport, twelve mlleseﬁxOm Dawson up the

' .
S 3

'/,»*2gefsJ£eomm,,:Department of Lands.and_Fofests; Dawson City,'July, 197§a
\ ..\ ‘ . ” . o Co ’ $

A
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the KlondikKe V;llﬁy.\ M.O.T.'dutieg include; collection Qf meﬁeoréligicai
data, airport adyisogy infofmation,.alerting sé;viceé and public service,
“functions such‘a!t%lighi data)-time-cgecks Andéweather reports; The

J Miniétry of Tranqpoit is résponsible for ajrport proéedure and a recent
program of improvements - ;esutfaciﬁq the runway, instaillation of a
*visual approach slope indiCator system' and provision of additionai-fuei"'
tanks ~ indicaées thaiiiﬁcreased t?affic is expected for the Dawson area |

by M.Q.T. (See Figure 12).

Canada Customs and'Bxcise employs one permanent‘officer supple~ o-

mented by an additional emplque‘duxfng the summer season. One man is
stationed at,the Alaska-Yukon boundary on the Sixty-mile Highway and the

v . :

2

other divides his time between the border post and Dawson City. The

~border is closed between 8 pm. and 8 am. so twerty~four hour duty is not
required. .
. / '

Parks Canada, a division of the Departflent of Indian and Northern
Afféirs,,is yet another PederalJGovernment agency operating in Dawson. .
. . ty
Although most of Parks Canada's work is in Dawson or the nearby gold

‘fields, the possibility of restoration «levelopment in Forty-mile, some

64 kilometéis.(do miles) downstream on the Yukén'Riveki gives the depart-

‘:‘/ \::’ i . . ’ N .
ment a re?ionalvcharACter. For the past seven years Parks Canada staff

_in Dawson 'has been slowly growing with a gpresent work force Sf about

a

forty persons of whom approximately ten are permanent employees.,3 Many

~ of the Dawson staff, both permanent; and seasonal, originate within the
. _ a '~ N :

.
-

» ' -

pers. comm. F. McGill, Parks Canada, Dawson City, July, 1976,
- . o‘; ‘ 2
5 . ) ) . | : T4 u:%
’//. /,/,
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community, thus Parks Canada is proving to be an important employer of
local residents. This is reassuring to the cemmunity as expansion of
n N ;
Parks Canada functions will likely mean a coqtinuing source of employment
v ;

'

for bawson's pbpﬁlation.

“The continuing importance of golq/mining in Dawson's immediate
vicini%y gives risétb another Federal agegzy. The Mining Recprder'sa
foice performs many functions in the Dawson region, most of wpich con-
cern tﬁe gold-bearing areas. The Mininé Recbrder'is responsiﬁle for the
registration of claiﬁs andAproperty leases, assessm¢n£ wofk['documeﬁt
work such as liens and mortgages;‘igspegtionbof cléims‘for qdhefence to
th¢ Placer Act, qnd genéfal informétion concerning maps and golé foyaltyJ
cértificates. ‘In‘addition this_office acts as a lands office,.procegsing
appliéations'for‘commerciél, agricultural and grazing‘;easesu 4 ‘

. ‘There are’ four .employees; a_maﬁager,'two office staff énd A/Z}aims
%nspectpr. Two of thesgﬂpér96;;:>the manager'and one secretary are em=
».élqyea ;hroughout the(ti;ter.- ;be area of respﬁnsibility for the Mining,

Recorder’s office in Dawson extends north to the Arctic coastline and

*southeto the Pelly River. (See Ejiqure 12),
) . P R

a S

. .
., A

N -

Arve ,
GO‘fERNMENT ADMINISTRATION - TERRITORIAL

AN

The Yukon Territorial Government (Y.T.G.) operates five offices’

in Dawson. Their duties were outlined in Chapter Four but each of the

agencies (except Education) has a regional area of responsibility. For

-
B e
H

4 ' o
pers. comm., Mining Recorder, Dawson City, July, 1976.
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example Social Welfare Services and the biquor Store both extend their
services to 0ld Crow and Clinton Creek. The Games Branch is largely a

regional agency, with the Dempster Highway being the major access route

to the supervised area.

¢

The Y.T.G. Highway Maintenance compound has the most extensive

responsibiiity of all the administrative agencies in Dawson. The area

serviced by Highway Maintenance in Dawson encompasses thé entire length

of the Dempster Highway, completed to mile 236 (km 380), the Mayo-Elsa-

I ey

Keno road and south to mile 142 (km. 229) on the Klondike Highway, as

'well'as_the Sixty-mile (97 km) ﬁiQhway to plaska. Several maintenance
camps are located througboutvthe ;egiOn but they are supervised froﬁ bawsonf
A total of nineteen.Highway Maintenance &Ersonnel work in Dawsop (3 survey
- crew members, ; surfacing erewbmembers, and 9 employees in the workshop)
yith an edditional forty-one stationed:in the Surroﬁnding ﬁaintenance |
eaﬁps. (See’Table 22), A crushef crew of eight,members'is based in
Whitehorse,but at irreguler intefvals the crew opecrates from‘Dawson.s
'Govefnment adminiStfatien is an impertant empleyer'withie Dawson
and it illustrates‘the reQional role that Dawsoh’peffofms: The continued
expansion of the ?erks>Canada érog;aﬁ will increase the regional foies of
the Qarious government agencies_in Dawson. ﬁost areas of administration
, in Dawson will be. requ1red to keep pece with ‘the expanding number of .
— .

-( tou?tsts. The greater the number of visitors the greater the need for

~

administrative services. Dawson's role as an adminstrative center appears

1

stable yet the possibility of growth doés exist.

5 '

pers. comn. Charles Profelt, Supervxsor, Yukon nghway Malntenance,
Dawson City, July, 1976, )

Co _ : g
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3 . TABLE 22

. k4
R ‘
. HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE, PERSO .

‘DAWSON DISTRICT - 1976

N " LOCATION o '\NUMBER or EMPLOYEES
Dawson City‘ ' |
- Survef Crew  | " - : o . 3.
- Surface Crew,;v o . ) R 7
‘ r'Worgéhop . .9
TQTAL ‘ 4 : : | 17
Bbundqulétation - Sixty-mile Highway ° _ | : g
Klondike-station:— Dempster Highway, Milé 41 " i -7
Ogllv1e utat;on - Dempster nghway, Mile 123. : ; ~' 6
Mayo | . o . o . | : | 8
‘Ste'wa\r.t‘ o S - o 10 .
TO<TAL ‘ : S o sg

‘SOURCE: 1Interview with. Charles Profeit, Superv1sor, Yukon nghway
) Malntenance, Dawson, July, 1976. .
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. TABLE 23
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES - GOVERNMF‘N'I‘ AGENCIES
DAWSON, 1976
'/\GENCY PEIMANENT - SEASONAL TOTAL
3 EMPLOYERES EMPLOYEES '
TERRITORIAL (
Nursing/Welfare . 19 ‘ 119"
Liquor Store 2 1 3
Education 7 o ls - 18
Highway Maintenance 19 - - 19 -
Games Branch: 1. - 1
FEDERAL i
Mining Recorder , 2 . 2 - -4
Lands and Forests 4 - M 11 .
,Mlnlatxy of Transport 6. - -6
Customs. and Excise 1 X 2
Post Office N 3 1 4
R.C.M.P, 3 1 4
"Health and Welfare 6 - 6
C.N. Telecommunications 2 - 2
Parks Canada ' 10’ 30 40
o - o ‘—"""- - —
A 139

SOURCE ; éompOSite of interviews, bawson City, 1976,

\
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'DAWSON'S COMMERCIAL ROLE

o . . 129

A .
c '3

The commercial’ functlon of Dawson somewhat strengthens ltS re-

-gional role. The Canadlan Imperial Bank of Commerce offers banklng

~ :”

Services to'the communlt', to Old Crow, to~area;miners, and it maintains,‘

and tOUtlStS. However,‘Dawson s role as a reglonal commerclal center

’

a sub-branch in Clinton Creek.. For example, the bank offers gold serv1ces

to the mlncrs,_advanc1ng them flfty dollars .an ounce, ' In 1975 approx1—

mately four mllllon doliars worth of” gold was prdceSSed through the bank 6

In twelve 1ndustr1al and commerclal enterprlses surveyed in 1972,

a total of 85 persons were contlnuously employed 7 This,excludes all of

v

the tourlst—dependent bu51nesses.' Tourist accommodation employment WOuld

. N
.

£s tourist services.v Individual;tourist-

another forty personnel in

related enterprlses account for another 25 -30 p051tlons

3

‘Retall stores perform a supply functlon for re51dents, mlners

3, v
o

: should not. be overestlmated The very limited populatlon and Wer of

settlements in- the%northern Yukon restrlct Dawson's . abllity to perform o

a w1de varlety of serv1ces to a dlSpersed reglonal populatlon Only

: - J
l - /,

two settlements exlst w1th1n Dawson s hlnterland the trapplng communlty
of Old Crow (pop' 153-1974) and the asbestos—mlnlng center of Cllnton
Ceek. (pop 850 1974) and nelther rely to a great degree upon Dawson s:'
commerclal sector. 014 Crow is 1Pfluenced by Inuvrk as much as it ls

-

by Dawson and Cllnton Creek's company store obtalns most of 1ts supplles

“Pers. comm D. Chambers, Canadlan Imperlal Bank of Commerce, Dawson City,
July, 1976. . - i . ) . _ S

7
Government of the YuPon, Communlty Hou51ng Survey, 1972 -

8Government ‘of the Yukon, Census, 1974

ERE

\',
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from southern centers such as Vancouver.

Duerden felt there was a p0551b111ty that the constructlon~of

. r
>

‘Cllnton Creek townsite in 1968 would be detrlmental to the development of
9 ' ' i

Dawson. Amenitles whlch Dawson/;lpv1ded to a constructiOn and mlnlnq,

.populatlon were being 51tuated within the Cllnton Creek town81te, thereby

-reducmng any dependency or need for: commercral 1nteractlon w1th Dawson.v .

i

However 1t was felt by government and Ca551ar offlczals that the establlsh-
- ment of a closed company town at Clinton Creek w0uld 1n fact protect'
Dawson economrcally and enable 1t to. contlnue 1ts functlon as a reglonal

. 0 Lo . : . ‘
service center.lv; In the longhrun'thls would overcome‘the 1mmed1ate'1055“
of a potential service area.. CaSSiar Asbestos Ltd. prov1ded a company

,store in Cllntbn Creek. wh1ch offered extremely low prlces when compared
-w1th retall outlets in Dawson. ‘“The store 1s operated on a non-proflt

- ' 1l o
.,ba51s and most items are offered below Vancouver prlces »*?  However somev

’ 1tems,_Such as’ women s clothlng, are purchased in Dawson.” ,'
. - e

Interactlon with Dawson 1s malnly oentered around socral and -

recreatlonal act1v1t1es.‘ The lure of the gambllng hall Ain Dawson plus
N Y
- a Varlety of drlnklng establlshments and a more dlverse populatlon attracts'
, i : il
resmdents of Cllnton-Creek to Dawson-' At least four of the mlnlng town s

)

're51dents belong to fraternal orders in Dawson and several others, in

preparatlon for retlrement or for'speculative purposes,'own property in,
ot 12 ' :
- :Dawson. _

9Duerden, The\Evolutlon...of Settlement Pattern, Y. T., 1971, p. 103.
10 '

11.
12

Laatsch Yukon Mlnlng Settlement 1972, p. 90. ' ,.'
Ibld., p. 104. '

Pers. comm., F. Buckley, former Town51te Admlnlstrator, Cllnton Creek, .
Y. T., August, 1976. - ) o .
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a . B

tThe-possible--closure of‘clintonﬁéreek'due to the exhaustion.of:
L

,hlgh-grade ores, scheduled for January or February, 1978 wlll therefore
not be a severe loss of a hlnterland service area.13 The loss of recre-‘

" ational and social monies spent'by Clinton.éreek'residents in Dawson

vy P o

should be compensated by 1ncreased tourlsm. The'major lossvwill be_in the

i . . Rz

.'form of soc1a1 1nteractlon, eg baseball and hockey games, and the p0551—

-‘"blllty of a brldge across the Yukon R1Ver. W1thout the Cassxar trucks

bound to and from the Whltehorse rall termlnus, the need for a brldge is

greatly reduced thereby ellmlnatlng ‘any hope, in the foreseeable future,
I X
of ‘an 1mprovement for road trafflc cr0551ng the Yukon River.'

gﬁ .
The second settlement Old Crow, relles sllghtly upon Dawson' s

- : N ; ! ’
’-commerc;al servxce although Inuv1k serves as an attractlon for the resx-

dents Of‘OId.Crow as much,as Dawson,does;v The maxn access route to Old )

!,,
K]

Crow from both Inuvxk and Dawson 1s by alr and the cheapen alr fare to

Inuvik’ (355 00 compared with 369‘00 to Dawson) from Old Crow may 1n£1uence

. the 1nteractlon Wlth the Macken21e DzIE?“settlggggt..

Commerc1a11y, Whltehorse<;; the major center for the entlre

o

Yukon. Dawson more or less ust compete w1th the capltal for retall

-

Py . .
customers even w1th1n the communlty of Dawson 1tself Many Dawson re31— .

- A
x

dents make seml-annual shopplng trlps to Whltehorse for foodstuffsd clothlng,
’tandga variety'of cOmmodities,‘exther nottavallable:;n.pawsonlor”too -

v p

' R 5 S
expensive. : o s
‘Dawson will c0ntinue'to serve as a minor regional center-in the'

'northern Yukon, for prov1510n of many of the governmental admlnlstratlve

‘serv1ces and accompanylng commerc;al functlons are necessary for present

.

13 ' : g
,Pers; comm\ F. Buckley, CllntOn Creek, August, 1976 RSN

14~
Pers. -comm, Northward Alrllnes, Edmonton, November, '1976.

1
5Interv:.ew data, Dawson Clty, July-August, 1976
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zpopulatlon levels but the expan510n of this role is dcpendent ‘upon pop--
k] .

_ulatlon increase. Therefore the development of addltlonal employment

Vbases, be51des tourism, would be helpful 1n expandlng Dawson s role as .
‘a’ regional servxce center._’One possxbllity,of attalnlng a flrmer economic‘

dbase is an 1ncrease in the transportatlon and- communlcatlon funct;on of

Dawsony

C o

 TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION . ° .=
The transportation function of Dawson‘has shownﬁan'increaseainr

recent'years. For 1nstance air trafflc 1s lncrea51ng in Dawson as North—
ward Airlines iliustrates. -(See Table 24), In alI‘categorles, passengers,

' wfrelght and mall Northward Alrllnes shows a steady increase of trafflc
) 1nto Dawson. Dawson s role as a trans shlpment poxnt 1s also ev1dent

"from data supplled by Northward Increased shlpments of frelght and ma11

“to Old Crow and passengers to Inuvxk demonstrates the expanding axr trans— )

portatlon role of Dawson. *; . ."' o '., e e

Dawson is currently used as a staglng area for coﬂ'ract alr

"

. transport in the northern Yukon,e g Trans North Turbo Air and Bow Hell—
: Y .

"copter for Yukon Lands and Forests, and 1ncreased mlneral exploratlon in’

:thls northern reglon would lmprove Dawson s air transportatlon functlon,

Efgrther, “the airport improvements ,su'gg'est tha_t ti-nistry of Transport
expects this functhn to expand o v o '
Water traff ‘is still in a depressed state although durlng the

summer of 1976 a small frelghtlng service to Fort Yukon, Alaska and Old

Crow operated on an 1rregular baSlsg

.
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Road traffic. has shown the greatest increase .in volume of trans=
. | . . - [ L - o ] . 7 e R o

» portation. The. increase of transportation-related companies in Dawson

'is'one indication of-an:expanding transportation,rdle. (See Apendix A)

,;-,',"

‘ several of these enterpr ses perform local cartage functlons ‘but ‘they”

*~also Lllustrate the growxng demand for both local and reglonal movement

l

The gveatest potentlal for an enlargement of the transportatlon ,

’ ,rolé is. the constructxon of the Dempster nghway The Dempster, scheduled

-, for completlon in, 1979, runs through the northern Yukon, orlglnatlng 42

l
kllometers ( 26 mlles) east of’ Dawson on the Klondlke nghway and con=

tlnulng for a- dlstance of 740 kllometers (460 mlles) to Inuv1k (See

?.Fiqure lZL It Wlll prov1de a land 1ink between the maln centers of north-

,western Canada and the communltles of the northern Yukon and Mackenzle

Ai'Delta areas} Fort McPherson, mlle 343 (km. 552), Arctlc Red Rlver, mlle

378 (km 608), Inuvik and eventually Tuktoyaktuk

/fe/{/\\ B Presently the hlghway is completed to Eagle Rlver, mlle 236

N
b

"Rlver at tHe same tlme constructlon was undertaken 1n the Yukon.

16

(k. 380), where the Canadlan Armed Forces are erectlng a brldge. Once .
the brldge is flnlshed (completlon date - July,_1977) only 56 kllometers
(35 miles) of road- remalns to be bullt before the road system is’ com=

1
p‘eted 6 wOrk progresSed westerly from Fort McPherson and Arctic Red

c -

"Although the prlme ]ustlflcatlon for the Dempster nghway is

’ to serve the nat10nal purpose by openlng up. resource potentlal in the' o

. northern Yukon and Macken21e Delta areas, there W1ll be consxderable'

Edmonton Journal, 3 January, 1977, p. 3.
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utlllzatlon for regular frelght, local. trafflc and ‘tourist. travel‘to
northern-communlties "17 As ‘Hill suggeststh is lmp0551ble to predlct
the degree of utlllzatlon, eSPECLElly as. initial estimates assumed a 1974
completlon date. However by examlnlng several resouroe teatures of the

‘region being serviced by'the Dempster.nghway,‘some 1nd1¢at1on of its
future usage may be sbserved. The advantages for Dawson will not” always
be direct benefits but rather may take the form of an aceumulation"of

spln—off effects 1n the prov1510n of serv1ces and admlnlstratlon.

The northern Yukon has sxgnlflcaht potentlal for mlneral and
: petroleun exploratlon. Although there are no produc1ng mlnee ln‘the area,
'1ronvore bodies on poth the Snake and ‘Wind' Rivers plus copper, lead and
zinc,deoosits on the Ha:t River.show.proven mlnerel potentlal. The hlgh—:f
way'may.cncourage exp101tatmon of these areas.18
Petroleum exploratlon in’. the Eagle Plaln and the Peel Plateau '
areas has revealed above average hydrocarbon potentlal 19 If a'plpellne‘
‘ 15 to be built from the Delta u; the Mackenzie Valley, it 'is p0551b1e3
" the. petroleum potentxal along the Dempster route w;ll be. fully developed
*. Dawson has benefltted from oil exploratlon in the past;' Invl963 Socony
‘ Mobile‘Ltd.,'while exploring Eagle plgins,‘established;aabese‘camp in

Dawson, Staff and famllles totalled about eighteenpersons:esiding in
.

Dawson. An addltxonal twenty—flve personnel res;ded at the Eagle Plalns

7 .
1 R.M. Hlll, "Dempster hlghway in Recordlngs, Fourth Northern Resources
* Conference. Whltehorse, Y.T., 1972, p. 134. . ;
1 , : . S -
81b1d., pP. 135. - T : ' . o o S
9. .
7By 1972 26 oil and gas wells had been ‘drilled in. the Eagle Plaln ‘and -
' peel Plateau with at least 5 of these encounterlng hydrocarbons. Source.
Hlll, 1972, p. 135 R _ N S

1
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-

’

,camp,zo' 011 development did contrlbute to the communlty but as a user of

: 1
servxoes in Dawson ndt as’an employer of the communlty S- pOpulation.z

The Dempster nghway

and future plpellne completxon may provide an: addi~

: tional,impetus‘for xncreased-exploratlon, thus accruing some beneflts

for Dawson.
) The tourlsm

. plement Dawson s tour

.\ 4
, 8
»

reSOurce offered by the Dempster nghway will com= -

ist aopeal The opportunlty of dr1v1ng from the

v

settled reglons of Southern Canada and the Unlted States to the Arctic .

T

' N I.I

yOcean should prove to be arr excellent attractlon for nothern VLSLtors.'

Estlmatxons have boen made that a thousand vehlcles a year in the lnltlal

'completlon perlod may well double w1th1n ten years.zz' This will be en- N

"rhanced if &' c1rcular
”_nghway although the.
prlorlty in the lates

‘vast natural w11derne

[

route can, be completed via the proposed Mackenzxe
completlon of thl$ latter route has been glven a 1ow .
t statements.. The Dempster wrll prOV1deaCCess o a

ss area and should rérnforce the tourlst flow Lnto

‘1Dawson thereby supplementlng Dawson s 51gn1f1cant tourlst resource..

Frelght traf

portatlon to the regl

fic utlllzlng the Dempster w1ll 1mprove truck trans—

on but 1t 'is expected that the more economlcal ;

Macken21e barge system w111 remaln the major transportatlon rolte although

seasonal llmltathﬂS

will " enable the Dempstér: llnk to compete for the

lmOVement of goods For example the p;gfosed ploellne would utlllze the .

v »
'Dempster to move elghteen per cent of’ the plpe or 133 350 tons 1nto the

.

20

. . . Lo . . . . . [
B P co. : ) . .
[ I . : g

2lIb1d., p. 123,

. 22 HllI Fourth Northe

Lotz, The Dawson Area. 11965,'b}'12l.;: R

rn Resources Conference, 1972, p. 135. ';‘




~ Mackenzie Valley

_Yukon populatlon

tand heavy_loads."

26
p. 14.

137

23
It is estimated that local trafflc or resident traffic between
- B ‘
eommunities will account forlipywhere'from 400 to 1,000 private vehigles

per year in the First ‘ten years of complet:.on.24

The 1mportance of the Dempster nghway to Dawson lles in the

‘attractlon of addltlonal v151tors to the reglon and the provmslon of
_employment opportunltles. "There w111 be possxbly 125 ]ob opportunltles'

" open up dlrectly related to the Dempster nghway. The direct employment

Created by the Démpster Highway w1ll-be 1n the hlghwayvmaintenance.camps,

vpubllc serv1ce centers, truck and bus dr1v1ng and road constructlon

‘All of these p051tlon$ can be fllled by: people ‘now llVlng 1n the Dempster

nghway reglon."2 The cdmpletion of the'road should‘see the reallzation

of these employment opportunltles by a, portlon of the’ Dawsqn and. northerna

" L)

Seasonal 1mpact on roads in the north lS one llmlting factor.“

"Gravel roads are capable of carrying heavy 10ads, butvln

_density traffic causes seyere.dust problems," however, Win-the winter,'
wlth low temperatures and -a thln 1ayer of snow, these roads offer ,good

'tractlon and a surface equal to asphalt for carrylng hlgh den51ty trafflc

26"

23 ~ ' '
Government of Canada, Reglonal Impact of a Northern Gas Plpellne.

- DIAKD, Veol. III, 1Q73, p. 2-10.

24

Hlll _Fourth morthérn Resources Conference; 1972, p,'134.
Ibld . P. 137, ‘ N ’ o .
T. Tremayner, 'Northern Roads‘, North, Vol. 21, No. 3, May-June, 1973, ' -

v



GOLD MINING o ) .

Dawson's role-as a mining center declined drast ically with.the
closure of‘Y,C.G.C. dredging operatiohg in 1966 buﬁ renewed- interest in
the gold fields during:the pé§£ five yeaié has had an impact i;‘tbe com~

- munity. <fhe release of gold prices from-é pegged value of thirty-five
doilars aﬁ ounce precip;tatéd ;‘minor‘modern—day gold .rush jnAtﬁé“goidf
bearing dreqs surroundi;g Dawson. éold prices as higﬁ as $19SLbd an ounce

meant that previously worked claims again became profitable. Thus a minpr
) s B 0 . : ot
* '

Jpu—

boom for Dawson.
It is almost :EPGSSible to document the numéSr of claims actively
. : ST

being worked each summer és.much of the work is done énzan irregular.bésis.

re g <

Claims can be leased for the sum‘bf ten dollars per‘aﬁnum and this resulté'

in inactive.claims heing maintained for the one year pér?od., In additioh

' s ’ cL o ‘
the most profitable method of gold mining involves th@ use of heavy equip-
ment. Mechanical breakdowns and rising‘fuel costs ofgen hamper mining

production. For medium scale or individual opérationq,the'short mining

Seasoﬁ'(approximately late May to Sepﬁember) fequires maximum efficiency

for' ground stripping and sluicing., A delay in either jphase of the process
: . ‘ N A

often means.a postponement until the next mining season. Therefore an.
. . . . ) - ..} ] . - A

_accurgte tabulation of active claims is difficult.

-
.

A

examine the number of applications for water rights. : Water

One method of ascartaining the number of min¢rs in the gold
fields is to
L *

- A . b . .
In placer mining®*in the Yukon, three operations o
are necessary before gold can be recove}ed.

First the 'muck' above the gold bearing gravel

is.an essential part of the mining operation.

w

v

s
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must be stripped, either by bulldozer’ ar
hydraulicking, then the gold-bearing gravel
must be thawed, either by the sun or by

cold water...In the bulldozer operations,
gravel is pushed towards jets of water tHat'
wash i into riffle boxes set lower down the
slope. M

k

Each mining operation must make application = in order to divert or
- 28 . " )
cbstruct. water courses. It is reasonable to assum¢ that only those

miners- actively working would make application fak water use.

v

TABLE 25 Co i ‘

3

L

APPLICATIONS FOR WATER RIGHTS
YUKON DISTRICT 1974-76

YEAR No. OF AppLxénTioNS
. FOR WATER
1974 o l>108
. 1975 0 118
| 1976. - 168

SOURCE: DIAND; Controller of
o Water Rights, Whitekorse,
) ' Y.T., 1976 '

in 1976, in the Dawson mining district‘there were -approximately
seventy gold mining operations. The water resources manager in Dawson
o . SR L o 29 -
estimated that 125 persons were involved 1n/the surrounding area. . of

;

-,%‘Lotz, The Dawson Area, 1965, p. 82. .~

28Government of Canada; Northern Inland Waters Act, .Section 3(2), p. 885. -

9 . . ' s CL : .
2 Pers. comm., Water Resources Officer, Dawson City, July,‘l976.i

i
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these at least one half would be seasonal immigrants to the creeks from )

outside the Dawson district.

-

Recordings of placer claims in the Dawson mining district have

increased steadily from 1971. The number of recordings rose from 84 ih

1971-72, to 602 in 1975—76.31 With only seventy active placer operations

of 602 recorded claims, much of the mining district is dormant yet tﬁese

‘seventy.operations are a significant number in comparison to Lotz's report
of 21 small-scale operations in 1963. There were no large-scale (greater

than ten employeES) operations’working in the summer of 1976.. . Q?*'UT

The value of gold that has been mined has 1ncreased over the past
- four year perlod as' well the amount of gold that has been recovered (See

“Table 26), The Dawson dlStrlCt, whlch accounts for the greatesﬁvproportlon

-

(-5
of gold mined in the Yukon, contrlbuted over. four million dollars worth.

of gold to the Yukon economy in 1975.

3 The recent decline of gold prices to about $123.00 (June, 1976)

'willvhaye an.impagt upon‘many of'the transient’ or marginal gold operations

next mining season.. Many of ﬁhesenyill'prove_to'be‘qurofitable although

-

it seems that as long as gold p»ices remain over SIO0,0d an ounce a core -

" of determined prospectors,will/still be mining gold near Dawson,

. [ . .
Quartz mining in the Dawson area (except for Clir: Creek) is .
o , [} '
: ‘ . -
not an active‘mining operation. Although the number of claims reCOrded

has 1ncreased each year 51nce 1971 it ‘is largely on a speculative baSLS

30
31

.32 ,
) ngs. comm., D. Chambers, Imperial Bank of Commerce, Dawson, Y.T:, July,
11976, S

Pers comm., Water Resources Officer, Dawson Clty, July, 1976

Pers. comm. Dawsqn Mining- Recorder, Dawson, Y.T., July, 1976

v

1
¢
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TABLE 26

VALUE OF GOLD PRODUCTION
" YUKON, 1965-1975

YEAR © | OUNCES MINED° - VALUE - . S
1965 -~ 45,031 ° . 81,698,975
e .. 1966 43,466 1,639,103
1967 © - 17,900 © 675,725
1968 24,167 911,338
1969 29,682 1,118,715
- 1970 17,862 653,034
’ 1971, 14,473 . 511,534
' S a0 :
. 1972 - 4,079 234,983
1973 20,865 2,032,502 ; X
1974~ - 26,000 - 4,130,000 = . . S
1975 . 21,000 - - 2,849,000 .
(excludlng : oo . o , , )
. placer gold) ' ‘ R Yo
SOURCE: 'DIAND, North. of 60,- Mines and e

Minerals, 1975.

.

The economlc 1mpact of gold mining to Dawgon is llmlted In._A o ;:

terms of local employnent gold mlnlng has not been 51gn1f1cant s;nce the

?

- closure of Y.C.G. C Interv1ews with both miners and the local populatlon

1nd1cate that the commercial impact of gold mining.- was not substantlal .One

' respondent whose famlly was mining on Upper Bonanza, was from Qawson Creek -

N
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A%

British Columbié, and had brought many of his suppiies.jrom the family's’
. point of origin. Caley's store'in the community has in the,ﬁast supplied

miners with provisions but this contact was decreasing.-

. C : . SR ‘ ; .
Again Dawson seems to be providing more social and recreational

s

services.phan‘retailvor comniercial. The liprary,'gambiing hall, gavefns
'aﬁd resta;raﬁts“a:e the poiﬁts of'intgreét for tﬁoSe traveiling to town
from the mininé areas. These services do incréése the contact between
lthe‘miningvdistficts and Dawson SUt the interaction is seasonal £hereby
.minimiqihg‘the adv#ntages‘for Dawson., As ioﬁg asxgold.priées remaiﬁ at
a profitable‘levei, mining acti%ikg%yill cbntinue-bﬁﬁ the impact upon
Dawson, at'thig time, h&s not reached iﬁgrﬁulllpotentiél} é6c131 faéﬁer-

than commercial -services dominate the dehandqof the mining populatioﬁ upon
the community of Daws&ﬁﬂ ‘ ‘.

V

RENEWABLE RESOURCES

i

Dawson's rehewable resources do provide sources'OE,self‘employ-

ment. 'Although very seasonal, resources g&ch as hunting, trapping, fish-

ing, iu@bering‘;nd agriculture offer Dawson' - pupilation means of SUpp;eE‘

menting income. In terms of.employﬁeht, remewable resources have minimal

~ si¥nificance but individuals offset’the high cost of northern living by

;living off;the lahd‘,tq.a considerable extent. )

.

Hunting - o BRI ‘ ,;
*}Many of the licenses issued are for visitor spbrt4h nting but

v hunting provides an important_fodd'sourcé for Dawsonites. Moose and.



\\) | o B . 1e3

caribou are the ‘major species taken. Approximately 170 licenses are igsued '

R
>

each“yeer. 'The Dempster Highway has_g;qvided'a new adcese'route to-majerj‘
hunting areas so eglihcreese in the_amount‘qfvgemeieaken may'be‘expeefedeb

‘Trapéing

‘Trapping ie another fetm of supplementér& ihcpme;’["Wighin‘the
lba@son region, the host'signifieent epeeies; 5y‘vaiﬁe, which_are trapped
include: marten,vlynx, mink and wolf:.:Traépihgnéxtends hesicaily along:
the‘arees accesslble ‘by. naVLgable wagers -on’ the»lmmedlate watershed fvelue'
‘, of: furs exported has been in the order of. 58‘060 per annum oeer hhe pest
~_f1ve years."33 Trapg;ng.act1v1tylwith1n a flvefmlle radlue'ofiDawson is‘
reserved for aged’or disahled perSonef Ih‘anﬂared.fadiatin;-dﬁﬁward.104
km (65 mllee) in each dlreeteon froﬁ Dawson Cltf, there arelapéroxlmately

16 traplmes.34
Fishing o " o h" e \

_ethOmmerciaI;and domeetic f;shing‘is perhape{ehe iafgesttutilize ion
"ef‘a'renewable resouree"in‘the Daesdh~area; In’ August and September the %\\\ .
‘ehlnook (King) ané Chum salmon mlgrate up the Yukon Rlver to thelr spawnlng A
'grounds along‘the,Yukon\trlbutarles. .Both ‘types of flshlnq use g111 nets, \
mlnlmum four inch, and flsh wheels durlng the salmon run. The flsh are |

s o{ten’smoked and stored for winter use in a 'cottage type xndest;y'i or

33Synetgy West, Community Plan for Dawson. 1975, p;‘io.'

34 . : o . o
Government of the Yukon, Game Branch, January3 1977.

-



else‘the product'may be sold fresh to restaurants and to the local pop-

ulation. Chum salmon is often converted to doolfood'for local use. R

“

In 1976 there were a total of 35 commercial and domestic licences:

[ " ! 1

issued for fishing on the Yukon River between the Stewart'RiVer and the

"Alaska-Yukon boundary; of these 35, elght were for fish wheels and twenty-

‘sevenfor g;ll'nets.35 There lS no WEIght llmlt and the flshlng season

v \

lasts’ from July 19 untll freeze-up Local fishermen in 1976 reported-a

bad yeag for Chinook salmon‘blaming the poor catch on‘overefishing in ‘

Alaska and offshore fishing grounds. Prices climbed to $1. SO.a pound - from

prev1ous prlces of $1. 00 1. 25 -for Chlnook 'salmon in Dq{\on, reflectlng the

!

dlmlnlshed supply.
Fishing does have somevpotential~for_amelioratlnp‘rlsiné fooa
costs: in bawson hut the fishlng operations must.?e carefnllpﬂsepervised.
s - . tEE o
“The_areas open for’commercial,and domestlc fishing'are regdlarly checked‘
" by a Flsherles officer attemptlng,tp control over—fishing-and.other abuses;

Lumbering

i

The maJor tree species in the area ‘are white spruce (PxCea~glauca), ’

-

-.black spruce (Plcea marlana) and ~aspen popular (Populus tremu101des)

However 1t is llkely that the reglon cannot support an actlve pulp or tlmber
1ndustry as tree growth 1s sparse, prlmarlly confined to the rlver valleys,
and_theregeneratlon;mrzod 1s too great. One lease for tlmber rlghts had

been lssued to a Dawson company for cuttlnq north-east of the communlty

but the owners were not currently involved in lumber1ng*act1v1t1es. A 1'

‘

' vsmall amount of woodcuttlng for heatlng purposes takes place but thls is

%SPers. comn. Department of'Fisheries,.Whitehorse, Y.T.; August, 1976.°
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4
more en individual use thaﬁ*being on a cohmerciallbasisl
. - -
' The local market demand for lumber 1sbvery hlgh in Dawsqn ~.The-

0 . ‘o‘. .
’restoratlon pqogram will requ1re large amounts of sawn tlmber therefore

‘encouraging_a smal; 1ndustry._ Tlmber for replacxng the wooden smdewalks
.and the_exteﬁsive use of waod in,both restoration and”private”enterprise
could'sﬁpport.é-modest 1Umbering.¢oncern4§ubject to the limitations noted
aboiré.. g

' Agriculture
v Climatic limitations prevent the development of large-scale
traditional agriéalpure‘althoqgh the area around Dawson dogs meet at least
‘threefdf'fou;vclimatic conditioﬁs'fhat are necessary for crop pf&ductiensl“

L . ) . e

(See Table 27). :

- ,
o - CONDITIONS NECESSARY FOR - - .
- ‘ S . NORTHERN CROP PRODUCTION

" FROST FREE ~ VEGETATIVE PERIOD DECREEf‘,PPT DURING GROWING.

. DAYS .  RBOVE 42° ., " DAYS: . . . SEASON
" Necessary . - 80 _ - 110 © ¢ 1,000 - -8-10"
‘pawson - 119 ¢ 136 1,636 . - 7-10n

"SOURCE- Governmenb—of the Yukon, Yukon Agrlculture~‘ A Pdllcy Proposal,):.
: prepared by R.W. Peake Assoc., Lethbrldge, February, 1975,

S AL .
.o [ .
e

. ' During the gold rush several thousands of acres were cleared
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‘and- seeded in the Dawson area. "Muoh of'this land was in't‘e.vicinity A
'of Swede Creek, whlch flows 1nto the west s1de of the Yukon Rlver about
five mlles upstream from/Dawson Clty . During the boom years around the

turn ef the century vast quantxties of vegetables and forage were ralsed
“ 6> - T : o : -
-an farms in the area. ‘ S ‘ . - . S : S

Durlng the 1920's. crop productlon in. the Dawson ‘area was carrled

out at an experlmental statlon at Swede Creek Forage: crops such as hay

,were successful at ranches as well as experimental plots.g? " As late as
1959 1t was suggested by Nowosad that the potentlal arable 1and of the
Dawson area, concentrated in the Klondlke Valley, was approxlmately 6, 000

R - '
acres. However only one farm is currently operatlng in Dawson, ‘some 32 .

kllometers (20 mlles) east on the Klondlke nghway B

o
w

' The major agrlcultural act1v1t1es are gardens for home use.

Y e 0 e
EER o . B

These are’ qulte numerous and produce a’ wlde varlety of hlgh quallty vege—

_tables. There are several small greenhouse operatlons but the hlgh cost

'f_of electrdc1ty and fuel for heat restrlct operatlons to the growlng season.

’There 1s ‘a defln;te 1nterest in the establlshment of market gardens but

none ex1st at thlS trme. e .

'_ Agr1culture does have llmlted potentﬁal for employment but Lts B

3

'greatest contrlbutlon would be to supply the local market w1th vegetable

’lproduce and fodder crops. A successful enterprlse could be establlshed

e

to supply thls need for market gardenlng in Dawson.r

~

Renewable resources 1n the Dawson area do not 1end themselves'

‘36Government of the Yukon, Yukon Agrlcultural- A Policy #roposal, prepared'
by R.W. Peake Assoc., Lethbrldge, 1975, p. 16 C : : L :
37 ‘

Ibld., p. 17. "', S
381bid., p. 24. | ‘

:
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to'the establishmént of major economic developments., However.they»presénte;
ly are of consxderable benefit -in offsettlng the hlgh costs of northern {“ :

f 11v1ng— ‘With proper development the renewable resources could sustaxn a

> [

greater‘number of resieents‘therebylencouraging some additional growth

for, Dawson. . . v‘_ﬂ e
Although Dawson will,rely upon'the inereasing number of

-
i

- v1sitors for its magor economlc base, expan51on in accompanylng Services
~and functlons may supplement the growxng tourlst resource Most notably
the roles of government édmlnlstratlon and’ transportatlon wlll develop in

-conjunetion with'tourism. Placer mining wihl offer,some,seasonal benefits"

for Daﬁson andvthe;development of renewable resources may provide‘reSidents,

with supplementary means of income. Dawsonfs role as a regional service
center for the northern Yukon seems assured and if these accompanying .
functionsﬁtan‘be deVelpped to their maximum potential Dawson could, in the

i

next few years experience a slight growth.

s
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CHAP‘I‘ER VII

CONCLUSIONS - °
. . '}

.
!,

'Dawson City: reached the zenlth of its development w1th1n two
' short’ycars of 1ts‘establlshment but its’ perlod of decline and decay has:

lasted almost‘the entire.twentieth century‘to date. By 1900 Dawson had

already become - the largest Canadlan crty west of Wlnnlpeg and its citizenry .

-enjoyed a standard of living comparable with the major cities of southern
Canada.?.%he decrease of easlly accessible gold led to.an 1n1t1al dls—
slpation ofkmuch Of the toWn's pprlatlbn reéultiné in an overierpanded'
phy51cal settlement w1th a dw1nd11ng number of residents.’

‘ Each decade of‘the past thirty years has seen Dawson loee an
jlmportant segment.of its communlty fabrlc Wlth the loes of its two ma]or

economlc bases belng the most severe, The closure of ‘the Yukon Consol—

idated Gold Corporatlon s gold mlnlng operatlons in 1966 and the transfer

: .of the capital of the Yukon Terrltory from Dawson to Whltehorse 1n 1951

" had very dramatic effects upon the communlty The loss of employment

opportunltles led to further contractlon of populatlon and range of . %QY

'seryices‘offerea_in Dawson. However the mld 1970's have seen a halt of

this downward trend. Dawson City in 1976 exhibited,éigns of stabilization
with a possibiility of renewed growth. i
The first hypothesis set out in undertaking this,study statedl

N

that the tourlst resource 15 the sxngle most SLgnlflcant component of

the econOmlc base of Dawson.“ Other areas of income for Dawson re51de2£§

'account for about 40—50 per cent of the 1ncome generated by tourlsm

.148
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The eve;—increasing numbeyr of'tourists,'i.é. 30,000-43,000 in the summer

of 1976, and the estimated value of their expenditures in Dawson,- i.e.

$1.5-2 million at present, confirm the hypothesis that tourism is the
« basis of economic sustenance for the city of Dawson. Moreover, thé‘iqput

of'tWenty million dollars spread over a ‘ten-year period by Parks Canada

malnly for hlstorlc Slte purposes lends. further support to the establlsh-

‘.pe Rxm%ary resqurqe’of the community. The e‘gent of
_e;icai're§toration pregram in Dawson shows a firm

: Federaiwcovernment that the 1ncreasxng numbers of

to wsonalnll continue 1ndef1n1tely.- It would be expected
th;t upon completlon of the Parks Canada- program, Dawson will be" the

premler attraction. for tourlsts within the Yukon Terrltory, if not within

the entire North of Canada. =~ . o,

.

v

Incregeed teurism-will influence other economic activities that
iﬁ turn‘will affecﬁ‘Dawson; Hypothesis ' Two sugqests that the Dempster
‘nghway and other.connectlng road networks. w;ll 51gn1f1cantly increase
J.the transportation function‘of D?wson. Ehis‘was gnable4to be confirPed
. in its entirety but'est;mations of traffic utiliiingvthe.DempSﬁeerigHway,ﬁ
.upon ;té eompletion in lQ?é,’were very dbt%@ietic.l' The greétest‘aﬁeuné
of tgaffie_wili‘Likely be touristy&eﬁicles; The possibility of dfiving,
"by éh_all—weather roaé to tﬁe Arctic;Océqn'f}om'the.majof'popdlated
centers of”Canada or the United States éhouiﬂ attraét a‘largefnumbe; Of\/
;'visitors. The prOlelty of Dawson to the Dempsten 40 km (26 mlles) can

only encouraqe Dawson s tourist potent1a1 and transportatlon serv1ce

role. : - . - ‘ -
. .

‘1

Hill, Fod:th Northern ‘Resources Conference, p. 135.

’
.

Lo

’
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The’ very real possiblllty of plpelxne constructlon 1n tha Macken21e

Vhlley or of mineral development in the area serv;ced by the Dempster

’
may 51gn1f1cantly increase the usage of the road network in thé northern .

‘ . Yukon.’ Dawson S benefits may accrue from an lncreased frelght trans-

[

portation function, which-was-previously dominated by water‘transportation

-

wdown the Macken21e RlVQr, or from employment opportunltles made available

by the Dempster nghway
‘Road-transportation in the Dawson area is increasing, as Ganada
‘ _ S , : ' e

Customs data'for‘the‘AlaskaAYukon bordercrossingindicate. This is almost

t

entirely due to increasing tourist traffic} Increases in Yukon Territorial

vGoverment ‘road malntenanoe expendltures from $3.1 million in. 1971/72 to '

- $10, 5 mlllxon in 1975/76 illustrate: the prlorlty the Territorlal Govern;

: 1975-76, p- 32

‘ment has glven road transportatlon.2 The promotlon of the. Klondlke ngh-

way as an alternatlve tourlst route to Alaska and the appeal of the

Dempster to both tourlsts and commerc1al or development companles allke‘

,should enhance the road transportatlon functlon of Dawson.

.'In‘addltlon the community is.indreasing its role as en air trans- .

portation base. Northward - Alrllnes' experlence 1llustrates the- degree

0

of growth of air trafflc utlllzlng Dawson s alrport in the past four

years. The planned lmprovements to the alrport by the Mlnlstry of

Transport suggest ‘that the Federal Government expects thlS trend to con-~

i i

,tlnue. Asg Ln the case of road traffic, any potent1al mineral exploratlon

and Lnltlal development in the northern Yukon w111 51gn1f1cantly 1ncrease
\ .

the air tranSportatlon role of Dawson.

2Government of the- Yukon, Annual Report of the Comm1551oner of’ the Yukon.

A
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mercial enterprlses is lewly 1ncrea51ng although most' are attrlbutable

~activity.

years, w

151

Hypobhesis Three stated that Dawson is a minor reglonal service
center for “the. northern Yukon. Thls was conflrmed by the fleld study.
Although populatlon in the reglon 1s sparse, Dawson does perform buSLness

‘and communlcatlon roles for the. northern Terrltory. “The number of com~

to the'expanding ‘number of‘tourists. Thevmost important regional functlon

’

ls that of government_administretion. Two levels of governnent,“Federal
and Terrltorlal have each located several agencxes in Dawson' to perform
administrative functions for thlS'northern region. The extent of thlS

area - Servxced by the government agencies in Dawson is apparent in Flgure

‘12 (See pj%ZB ). As before, an’ 1ncrease in .the number of V151por5hto the

‘area w11ﬁ 1ike1y be accompanled by an .increase Ln the number and’ range of

oy

service . functloﬂs offered in Dawson. - : e hd’ B

A fourth hypotheSLS suggested ‘Pat placer mlnlng act1v1ty would
have 1imited benefits for Dawson,on a seasanal'baSLS. This too was con-

firmed Indeed, thellmltationswere greater than expected : Dawson does

not serve the mining areas on a commerclal ba51s to any appreclable degree'

e

‘but rather, offers soc1al and recreatlonal fac111t1es to<placer gold-

miners from e Creek areas. The -number of regorded claLms has ;ncreased

'rapldly ver the past five years but the 1ncreaslnq 1nacce551b111ty of

"gold and fluctuatlng gold prlces preclude any stablllty 1n placer mlnlng

encourage some mlnlng but it cannot be relled upon as a '

'stsbilizing fector in Dawson's develoPment. It w;ll setve as an attraction

- +

\ ’ . Dy . .
‘,for seasonq&a ants, somerlocal.residents~and tourlststbut.goldﬂhlning

-

‘will not be the basis of new growth o

'elatlv % h;gh prlce of gold, ‘when compared wlth prev1ous .
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“y). ’ ,
1 g

B

It is apparent that the Federal and Territorial vae;péent jnvest-
~— ,-)

ment in tourlsm has prov1ded Dawson with a focal p01nt for development.

Tourism has given the community a sblid, although seasonal, economic‘base

around -which the community may stabilize. The acoompanying expansion of

other functions such as govg%nment administrat#on and transportation

" will encourage a certain viability. Despite itSumanyfprevious‘setbacks
'and'lengthy period of,decline Dawson is stabiliZing as a community in the

Yukon Terrltory with future prospects 1nd1cat1ng a potent1a1 for modest

3 .
growth
»/

RECOMMENDATIONS

-

© Dawson's facilities are.adequate for the present population but
even a slight. growth would place a strain on these facilities. Seascnal
[ . - “ . . - "

increasés:of population, which seem likely, will inconvenience both

yesidents and visitors alike. Dawson'must continue its program of re-

development espec1a;1y with regard to the summer population. .This would

v
w

include, lncreased hou51ng for summer staff, more restaurants which hope-~

\\‘

&
fully“WLll restraln food costs and, espec1ally in v1ew of the fact that

the majority of visitors,are campers, the establishi®nt and improvement .-
of more qamggrounds} ' - . : : S N

-~

it iS‘most desirable that Dawson residents’become involved in . the

o

ownershlp and operatlon of as’ many of these servxceg as possible. Although

a substantlal segment of the populatlon does not pértlcularly want to see
an increase in the number of v151tor§§to;gawson, bresent plans for develop-
- R . .
this increase highly iikely; It
- J B v ) ’ .

ment within the community alfeady ‘:ik
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_.“
Cd
would be to the long-term benefits of Dawson residents to 1nVolve them-

selves economically with thig increase in tourism. Not onlytﬁill they

: T : T, b}
benefit financially but local control of commerci@i concerns m‘! in fact

influence the directiofl of future,development within the community. For
! T : . . i L .
example in the commercial sector a need for a bakery, a late-hours,

inexpensive fastaurant and possibly a bookstore‘exists. From pe&sonal
. ? .

obscrvatlon in Dawson these services would be in demand, esPec1ally during

ey,
Ryl

; the»summer.season, May to_September. To protect themselves and the com—v
‘munity against exploitation by 'outsiders' the residents of Dawson should "

.

) - . R ’ . ..
on an individual or co-coperati.c¢ basi: involve themselves in ‘ventures )
v ‘ . , ol -

similar to those mentioned aboveé.’ ‘h ‘ . . L K

"“The renewable resources of the areq should B!zﬂeveIOFed to théir
\p . .
full extent to create,'self*help local enterprises and to reduce the
. ’ ’&F; 4(
high cost of northern community,living. Examples of these 'selfahélp
concerns woulé}be a minor lumbering and sawmilling buSLnessrwith the
! \- i
primary market created by the restoration program ' Some commefblal sizev

timbervis located along the alluvial flats of the Fifteeﬁ Mile River and’

. L : . S e o T
Coal Creek (see Figure'lZ).3 If there is an ihsufficient supply in the
. . . L. S ) i
o Qawson‘region another Yukon source may be poss}hi?rihe. Liérd River.
$imilarly a market gardening operation could supply produce to Dawson's
. s : ) - . : ’ K3 ’

B Is

-

- ) P Nl
;growing local market including,retail‘gr6s§iy stores.

. . . . & R L L . o v
¥ * . The important point. to considef:isthat dlversxfication, no matter -
~., S ‘ . °

"
~how lean the resources, is a deSLréhle goal of communltles, espec1ally

'fﬂf?f';those dependent upon a-single resource. Although tOurism has prov1ded

. \ N ~ K
- : - - .
Lo . . A

» . . \

.3SynergyIWest, Community Plan for Dawson. ‘1975,jp.v6.
' A K '
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Dawson with'a fairly solid foundation attempts must be made, dufing this

period

of development, to diversify the local economy. '

: . . L S ' -
The general»growth of the.nbrthern Yukon wi.l benefit Dawson City.
Vo7

The communlty s Euture L the present time appears to be largely allgned

-" e

with Fqﬁgral govetgment pol}cz_es. Dawsql% with careful management and

wum

%‘ppartgilpatlon, may, w1th1n the next decade,. serve as an example
~ : .

;grohﬁg§ ﬂ'}thern communltles A realiStié assessment of theirflocal re—

“-;geusces

A

e
> o
4 “

] 'l‘ ¢
t furly and eff1c1ent1y utilized, .may demonstrate that a potentlal

ncfomqeontrolled growth is possxble in g, northern Canadlan settlement.

AR
W v e . .
o S ]
.
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* APPENDIX A

!

F) . . -
LISTING OF BUSINESS LICENSES
DAWSON CITY, Y.T., 1975 ,
ARCTIC INLAND RESOURCES =~ Lumber yard
v S Equipment Rental
‘ . . - i : . ”
BRITISH NAVIGATION COMPANY . Truck Transport Service
BUTTERWORTH'S STORE LIMITED =~ = Retail Store
EALEY'S GROCERY . , _ Retail Store
‘CANADIAN IMPERIAL BANK OF COMMERCE Bank -
CANADIAN NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS —  Public utilities
CHAPILS TRUCKING & CONSTRUCTION LTD.- " Exdvating and Hauling
" DAWSON ARTSCRAFT o - - Retail store .
. : - ‘ . g ‘ -
DAWSON CITY ENTERPRISES ¥ ' pelivery Services
S : ' General Fuel Dealer:
Wholesale Distributor ¢
DAWSON CITY ICE CREAM CO. (THE) Mobile Refreshment Stand
DAWSON CITY MOTELS LIMITED ~ .  Dining Room with Liquor

; -Q - Hotel
'DAWSON CITY MOTORS . : Auto Dealer & Garage
L : ' Lo Auto Rentals

" DAWSON CITY TRANSPORT General Cartage

D C W TRADING POST LTD. . ' . Retail Store
o : SR ‘ Trailer Court
- . B A S
DOWNTOWN HOTEL & MOTEL . - Cocktail Lounge
- " 4 Hotel and Motel

Cocktgil'Louﬁge.

ELDORADO HOTEL
' g Taxicab

‘

smwoomé ) L e - Sales Reprgsentative'

Ve ) el
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' FREEMAN' PLUMBING & HEATING "' Heating & Plumbing Contractor
FLORA DORA HOTEL , - Hotel
GILLESPIE EQUIPMENT RENTALS LIMITED ' Excavating & Hauling
GOLD CITY “TOURS o ' Tour Operator '
' : Taxi .
GOLD NUGGET MOTEL . o Motel.
GOLDEN ANTLER CABINS ' R Motel
GORING CREEK ENTERPRISES : Repair Service
- HOLLEY, MACKAY & CO, , ' . Chartered Accountants
IRV ELECTRIC CONTRACTOR S Contractor, Electric
. J & A FOODS | ' L - . . Catering Service
J. BIERLMEIER RADIO REPAIRS g Elcctronic Eggdgment Repair .
. . . . - @’ i ce -
J & C3&)mﬂm1N6 E S o General Bull ing- cOntractor
o : . Retail Sales
- @ . E - ' ’
Jack . S o .. Bales Agent
- JKCK'S PLACE LTD. o '~ Refrdghment Stand
JEAN'S BEAUTY "SALON * ey T Hair oreésing
JEVEMESCENCE GINSENG C?SMETICS - ' Sales Representatlve :
J0E HANULIK JR." "ﬂ”;. - T EXCaVathq & Hauling T
KLONDIKE EXPRESS LTD. =~ | - . Truck Trahsport Service
KLONDIKE coLp éamp = : g Camp -3
KLONDIKE MOTORS S C .. . Auto Dealer & Garager
Lo Genexal Fuel Dealer
Beverage
Taxicab
* KLONDIKE NUGGET & IVORY SHOP LTD. Retail Store

'KLONDIKE PAINT SHOP L | Painting Contractor °*

L4
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- . ~ ‘a

‘kLONDiKE TﬁAN§PORT:LIMITﬁD .’... - --'.gxcévafing aﬁé Héuiiné'
KLONDIKE . REFRESHMENTS o | . Mobile Refréshm_nt'stéﬁd ;
. LARRY SMITH -  ' o v. y | ' River Freighting : ’ )
LUCK INN MOTEL T | qutel
MARIE ﬁHfTE ' . " . "“.Jgﬁitorial/Sef§ice.
MIKE NIKON TRUCKING R ‘ ’ ‘ 'Truck Transport Service .
MCALL, ﬁ.q. | | 3 . physician |
quAMI‘sNTEéﬁarésg'LTD. T ;D;ning‘Loﬁnge'
"98" DRIVE INﬁ‘(i974) - . ' gesgaﬁrant )
NORLINE COACHES (Yukor) LIMITED . -  Bus Lines |
'NORTHERN'GROCERIES, : | vf.' f: Retail Store
NORTHLAND, BEVERAGES (1956) L. ' sales Agent
NORTHWARD AIRLINES LTD.. ;e Air Service .
' NORTNW@STERN5ACC0MMODA§IO& LIMiTﬁb * Laundromat
: o ‘ - _Motel o .
» QLDE.SHANTYfAkf GALLEY - R gi; Gailey | Y
ORPHEUMY&QEAfRE. I F' . fheatre
PETER SUDEYKO P aﬁawkét & pedler
RAY'S PAINfSl& GLASS SALES - . - ”j Retail Store
S.D. CATERING SERVICE . | catéiing Service '
SIMPSON-SEARS - R - Mail ogder éusin¢s§; 
.SNIDERS MOWING S;RVICE S _ Lanascaping Sérvice .
stkboUGH sxcﬁ . = SR sign,Manufagtgrei.aﬁd Service
SOUTHERN . MUSIC LTD. T  automatic Vending Machines
rRA&Q‘goawﬂ TURBO AIR LIMITED . air Service
'TRiﬁLE'J CABINS . T S Motelj'i B



VON MERTINS ELECTRIC ' . Electrical Contractor
WESTMINSTER HOTEL (Yukon) LITD. ; Hotel
_ ‘ : . L Cocktall Lounge
# ' o Amusement Machines
L > o . Beer Parlor ,
. : . . L ]
WHITEHOUSE MOTEL : Motel :
| YUKON RAEPING WILDERNESS TRAVEL LTD. . Tour Operator v
| YUKON RIVER TOURS . ., . Tour Operator
4 . ’ |
‘ o o
o,
Lo
. e ’
‘i,
A ]

SOURCE:" City of Dawson, July, 1976.
R :



1, ‘Is this your first trlp to Dawson thls summer {

- c. Whereiis yout perménentvresidence?.

' o © " REGIONAL MARKETING' SURVEYS
: ' , B.C. RESEARCH
S | APPENDIX B

PARKS CANADA QUESTIONNAXRE

© . . o ) »

- To: vlsxtors to Dawson City :

\

Parks Canada is in the process of trying to show what Daw50n City
was like in the Gold Rush years. ‘In order to help them, .complete
.their plans, they need to have some lnformation from people
‘currently visiting the city. . '

(

\

!

We would 51ncerely appreciate your. taking a&few ‘minutes to com=
plete this questionnaire for us. Please check the appropriate
potes or fill in the infofmation indicated.  AltHough you are:
being asked to represent ‘your party, please give the answers that
apply 39 you personaly. :

|

YES . i o s
. - -p-.

.NO -~ How many previous trips have you made this summer?, irips

'gzai_How many‘people are travelling with you and §h¢t1ng expenses on thls
o Terip?

L., people SN
A - R P
P . C “

- b. How*manyhpedple in your group, ;géruding yoursélf, fall into.each of

- the following age categories?
’ ) ' K

N

y © Male  Sremale

e T 0 =~ 9 years - . BREar) ,
. ,., T :
’10 17 years q;:ﬁ‘ S jk,_
Ve e ‘ ’ . «. ','.A-’ . .q’
. 18 ~ 24 years % 4, -
aa o ipend .
= 44 years gy yT L .

A 25

45 ?ears'ghdJ '

“

: N g

over ".n' ¥ e

\ﬁ:
Yukon:~ if so, what is the nearest town?
Elsewlere in Canada ~ please give Province/Territory:

U.S.A. - please give Stater i .
Another Counvcy - please give Country: . } %
. 'S . Y ’ . 1

' 1g6



3.

5.

7.

e

. .

:-.8' :

How much time have you spent in Pawson City this trip?

-

or -

]ust one of a ndmber of places you are’ v151thg7‘ ; .

If you stayed at least. Qne night/ i
stay and for how many nlghts?

-~

;})K:)

v

# L . .

Business trip-only
Plcasure trip only

Bu51ness and

-
.

'nights

. Is thls a bu51ness or' pleasure trip, or h:
ardund the Dawson Clt) arqi as a temporar

pleasur

: Temporary Resxdent

.

-

main destinatlon " x

:/‘0'
Is Dawson City one of the main reasons you ‘took thls trlp or.

N

~one of a ngmber of places

»

With friends
Campground

. at-fe

'\1 ’ .
' Palace Grand‘ ﬂ*
‘ N ™ -
,5s Keno“ ' Lo v
“01d Post O che. Y
Dlamond quth*GentLe% Y
ﬁa:l h
' Did you visit EEE/GQ dfields? - i
NO' [ “ . ..-u ‘ . .
Yes, if so, did you visit
= 3 ‘T.X u .

Lapn

R
\

plcése chec

1n Dawson :
Xry crossxng

east of Dawson

houfs (if Just passing-throuéh)

&

.you béén 11v1ng in or
sxdent (1to 6 months)?

' Commerce Gorafhoom ‘
Dawe 'Clgy MuSeum 7
Mldnlgﬁt .Dome = ¥
Moosehide = » ar ot S
/Other (please speciiy) R

v

.y -

.Discovery claim
Dredge - #4
Hunker Summlt?

No. of Nights?.




! " . . N ’ . * N ) "\'“ A ’\J

, v
1 W . .
£ ] ' ‘ I . le8
N £ - N " ’
: . . i .

) . ... #o0. of Nights
» " : -
Hotel - Qlease check below.' r .
Gold City Motor ,Inn ~ Robert Serv;ce ‘Motel ) o .
Eldorado Hotel Y . Flora/Dora HJtel c o ‘ T
Downtown Hotel - - Black MJ.ké's Inn * A
Westminoter, Hotel . wh&ﬁehorse Cabin o
C Golden Aritler .Cabins - . ‘ > -
Elsew (pleage gpecify): - o - ' L Mg
oo [ ‘ 3 L : K ) ; v
. ' ' N P ' * 3 7 /
C A vy
- Q. We d llkg some J.dém'of how you and you.r group have spent while
- i son ‘City on some majo%e' . Plegae gwe gour best. estimate
s & . - for each‘*ca;egor,y..and note belov) y {people this wbvers. If *
A 2h I\ .
/ $ you are:on ‘a: tQur and some of 't e% vez een prepald, please . ‘ ..
g0 7 .- 7 check boxes‘"wnder 'Pre;pald' and" lcﬁte é ra expendlturas you 5
‘ ‘may have mcurred in the space prov,u%d L
' 2 "‘4:*,‘ : A v
A. . ' . & . B ,‘d", q”\' . L . v." 'PreEaid ‘
. PR ’ o . Rr: y\ ﬁ'ﬁ* . : o ; . “ . -
2 AV Accommodatlon PR < o .& .00 . o
7 ) Meals), including ‘beverages' -and _ ' ' : .
.. RS : R ]uqu’ora e ?i 00
. All car-expenses’ [P o - .00 - e
. it ‘ . - Entertainment ; oL ,1 : g o 00 R R
R Other purc;hase?, N s ‘.,.m KA EE
PO - o
..::_." . - ""“ RO B o ; .
R Y . , ugh total % $ .00 i
: s ' e v o R
. - e "Y,No., of people c%vefed -by this tog} =, ¥
To10. What was the ohe thing you emoyed- aboutv.Daws'on Cityz * L Q
- ' > N ’ : ‘ ’ 4 . T b- . . .
‘ SRR ;\' ) 4,'. R a ©__ ) _ E N
) 11. wWhat was the one thing you 'iiisliked most abbut Dawson City? - Tt h
. ‘ ' N _ .,'. ,4’,“ — oYL L
-~ 12, Have you visited or ‘do you expect to visit Kluane National Park on
thls tri%fg ‘ L e . S :
S Yes, have already v151ted 1t ‘ - - S ‘ C e
‘.. . ‘Aes,/’expect to visit i e e L :
. No (please gpw ,skJ.p to QR 15) - L | -
13. . Whlle at Kluane Na.tlonal Park, where',' d 'you stay (or where do ybu . N
expect to stay)? : o T ' ' '
. . . L 2
L 7 : Now many nights?
_'_ " - ,‘ ) »3‘.' : - “ l} .:,-'/‘ .,' .o i N : B . . o &
. . N B . - - B Aﬁ_ A\



. ,_"- ’ '
i Y EPSA S
A S 3 , S '-?‘169 .o

) ‘ . . ) : ¥4 LA
1fe at Kluane Natxonal Park, what dld you do (or what- do- you .
expect to do)? . ( ‘ C
M Q. a0 /y‘ - . . .
o . o v ‘Fishing or boating : - *
o ) N _' © .. Backpacking or hx,king - if so,’ for how*iﬂny dayg?
T Mountaln climbing -.if so, for how many days? R
< o " camping - if so,’ for how many days? ' . ‘
. Qlcnlcking : » ‘ T : R g
. bighMeeing, SR e
. [ . . - . Ty .
R tak{ng ph%agﬁ ‘ | A
4 f-»{;,; Other (pleaSe specify)' Co P

., © " THANK YOU VERY MUCH PeR YOUR TIME AND. E:Fro‘ﬁ:t’-" IF YOU HAVE * -
. ANY, QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE SURVEY .OR° WOULD LIKE {0 KNOW -

| THE RESULTS AND THEIR USE, PLEASE.CONTACT CHIEF OF RESEARCH,

. , PARKS CANADA, PRAYRIE REGION, 114 GARRY. STREET wmmpr-:c, .
L : MANITOBA, _R3c 161 I \ T :
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- 9 UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA .
e,  DEPABIMENE, OF GEOGRAPHY .
g' DAWSON CI'I'YL‘TOUR-IgLQUESTIONNAIRE
Where are you from? (point of origin) '
. How did you get to Dawson City? | .
AL lear . D. recreatlonal vehicle e £ -
. “B. sbus |, = E. other (specify) ‘ ’ ‘ o
4 . ‘ - e
C. plane R . o
L . -
What type of acco:mnédationlfare' you sta®ing im’ - R W
JA. ﬁotel/mogg% ' I s 71@{.
B." camper/tmxler ! ‘D--" other (spec;fy.) ny :
" Co '
. Why did you come ta Qawsog'tiqx? ce . o
.. Y ‘ ‘: . o q' ’!v
Whgt attractions and which sites have you seeh in Dawsonin. . Y
. oy 3. - - . - ’9;.' ’,:",‘
’g h , . c,q '] . 4 K
2. - § q, ¥ 00 6. :

S .‘ D very good falr poax veryf‘

‘ How would you rate the followxng serv;ces and facilitxes in Dawsqn?

e “,"170.. '

, .7 good L poor appllcable
" A. ™hotels/motels : S T2 3 a4 s A
. B.' - restaurants. Y 2., 3 .4 5 ‘N/A |
c. ‘retail Stores . . . .. .t 2 3 4 . 5 ~ NA.
D. campgrounds B S i 2 V3 a4 5 L. N/A
E. goads . .t ¢+ 1 2. 3 .4 5 . N/A-
F. ret qatlongl fac111t1es , 1 n2 3 L 4 % -'N/A .
G. auto serv:.ces ", L ‘2. ,;3 4 .5 N/A e
_H. ' tourist mformatlon aids Q1 2 3 .4 5. NA. -
1. preservatlonwf historical - ’ S e
' gites S, 20030 04 RS 4_‘. P e ‘%&
J.. . ehtertatnment faculltles oty 2 3 . 4 s LUNAUEE
K. Are’ there any’ fac;llties or serv:.ces that. yau feel Dawson 18 1ack-‘ ‘
' . ing? o . v o oy o
' ‘-‘How long are you staying in Dawson? S )
. - N3
' Hw long are you staylng in the Yukon? NG L .
.What 1s your destlnation after leav:l,ng Dawsor' g 3 ' .
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10. What were your approximate total expenditures for yourself (and your

. ‘family) 1n Dawson? R s _ ]
) 11. . What were your approximate total expendltures for yourself (aﬁ you%
. fama.ly) in the Yukon? : . . :

12, what is your opinion of the attitude of the community towards tourists?

v . ) ..
S 0 " v

"% 13. wWhat did you vlife most about Qawson City?

. b
™ 14, In what ways do Y think Dawson could improve as a tourlst centre?

- R o

c : ot [N
d : .
Y ‘
. \ ’ b W,-V ¢ N K
V: - -‘;’»' "*
M f ‘ 'ﬂ' -', . .
. "
. " " &*F tﬁ -“y‘,»r ) . a “ .
. . ' L ‘.' LA -
g . . : " ’
-, e . g.’ '? M
. : . m - o -
a oaf' [y P 3
) . N . . "__}“ . i ‘,, -
INTERVIEW.DATA .- T B
: o R R
> 1. date - ' T S b re—
g o S - .
. "2, time of’_ interview # - ] U e ' Lo _
" N . ) 'A ) - - N I . ) .
3. location of i tervi‘éw ) C T .o : o
L F Memmemetipteniev | a0
» . . . P k = / 14 ‘. ‘ [ . o :
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L ‘ D ' UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA
DI i DEPARTMENT. OF GEOGRAPHY .
" APPENDIX D - -
- DAWSON CITY QUESTIONNAIRE Y. S
t“ il Y . N
- Are you a reside.ﬁt of Dawsoh City?" ‘ ,‘  g " YES' NQ i,
How 1ong have you lived in Dawson? ;“3:‘ S o yx;é. o
Do you glan to contlnue livmq in’ Dawsqn? . : YES WO ” o
" RIUREEPAECE S L A
Have you l:wed elsewhere }-ﬂ‘the Yukon? S IR &ES ; - N e
& . & e e o ‘
A yes, wbere? SR . “ﬂ e R -
. 2 & - R ”
Would xou consi_de& 'Davgson-. . e
‘ L . ) : I A
A. s a tourist centre " v . . - . YES NO -
B4 uhicat'ion centre: N YES ~.NO
; "_C‘x;'i-“‘a' sportation pentre oy & YES . o
D, © a MPBoric site - e .. YES NO
B, a‘'government o'rxrﬂ,gtrﬂnve centx;e . ..~ YES NO. -
.. F. s régional centi®Lorythe horthern Yukor YES NO
G -other (please sPeca.fy) : e
Do you feel the . amoum; of tourlsm J.n Dawson is good for‘
t.he commum.ty? ‘ . . . YES - NO
S ‘ . B s T
A, wOuld you 11ke to see more’ tourlsts . : .-
/in Dawson?’ - o Ao YES T NO T ugy”
- B, wOuld you 1ike to see a lonc.ger‘iseasoh? “ 7 YES , _Nb ,
What do you tfunﬁ t.he value of tourlsm is t'Dawson? »
very 1mportant ‘ somewhatp of llttle - not at’ all - ‘ ! _
. important == . mportant mportance " important
’ .l L ) . . . . .‘v . . _’ - . - ’
S S ,V"z. o3 ) a8
% o . > . X ‘ .
Do you thlnk t:he territor;al and federal gdvernments are 1mportant
emplnyers :,nDawson? r\ _ N SR -
mportan su?ewhat s of‘ little not at all
e T :unportant “importance important
172
[ .
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~ 9. . What do you think the value of the completed Dempster Highway will

be for Dawson?

caw-!upport: e

i

w e oL yery 1mporr-nt‘ somewhat  :of little  not at all . .
e inmpPrtant important  importance . important =
A o » B B . “"‘ . L ‘ . -
',f“‘ﬂ '1& o : ? .o 3 o & S 5.
10. What db you tQ&n%wtbe wafqe of gold mining is to Dawson'noﬁi- N
[ e e et
o o very ilmpo%tant ‘ somthat“ 7 of 1little - not at all
g L important - IR R .unportant ﬁ'\portance 1mportant '{
o * : ‘ ‘M\ ' :
AT 1 % 208 w3 e 19§, .5 i
M oL R e g BN 2 ot e =
ST, In its present form,how*blq a&pOpulatioh do you tthk Dawson
"CA'_ . - .
P

L
¥ v e, B 4‘( LA -

*
. B '& dur;ng the suhmer'seasqn
g g ‘.' (-Iv-gni ﬁhrough Angus::)

) . ‘ y -“ f » ' ‘
.

L AL onaahyéar rognd ba51s? (winter populatlodfv pop. b

;32; L,f  \ ___*______POP

. N :
o " e . 9& *
' 12.’ Do, yo& pétsdnally have ahy.contaet q{ Lnteractaon wlth- <ﬁ o g
' $;< * o e St How often
Lo “OaaA.'~C11nton Creek e ”, YESL ', NO o .
: S S -l Mayo/slsa .. .. YES:. - NO -
X : C. oldCrow ' ... YES -NO
D wh,;,teho;se' > YES .U ‘Na-
. ‘.) N .b . . ' . - . .
-vigﬁwo o g{_ 1f yes, what.gs the reason fgg thg coﬁtact&ﬂ* o
R , o .’ . — vgr" - - _y" -5 o
S Kor - .
"jf,l3:. How“often do you travel outsmde of Dawson?
' 14 How often do you tr&&el out51de the Yukon? S o,
F ’a ~ R ' .
15. 'What do‘apu like mbst about Dawsgn? : 3
16. What do you like least about Dawsdﬁ?"q N - -
. iR X . ‘ . . - - T N » <

"\,

- ]

f.;*n7 " How' would)§_p rate the folLow1ng servxces and fac1lit1es in Déw;on?

v ' R H: L very . good,_ falr' poor 'Qery'
. ,_ . . . . - ‘.l" ‘ i w ) . N . 4‘ B pOOr )
. ' SR f A . P
A: educat10nal facilitxeé o -2 3 4 5
e - B medical & hospital. facxlit'es 1l .2, 3 .4 ‘5
- C:  standard of housing o 1 -2 3 -4 ‘5 .
. D.. recreational facilities . . Y2 .3 4 5
_E.. religious institutions l 2. 3. 4. . 5 .
] ' ~ [ B N : o . i - '.,b
¥ - v w. - R ':‘”.;:':
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v ' : - . . . : : ’
' \1 . ’ C P . . . ‘ 4 - . e . .
| W ' ) very good = fair . poor = very
' ' oa - good v _poor
.F. community organizations “ 1 ' 2 3 4 5
'G. - roads 1 .2 3 4 5
H. power, sewer & water *ices 1 ™% 3 4 5
I. hotéls/motels 1 2 4+ 3 4 5
J. retail stores 1 2 -3 ‘4 5
K. air transportation 1 2 3 4 -, 5
+ L. preserdtation of hlstorlcal - A . :
. sites Coe ‘ 1 . 2 .3 4 5,
M. entértainmeht; ﬁac111ties S 1. 2 3 4 45, S

N. Are riere any fac1lit1es or servxces that you rfeel Dawson J.S,;E

lam? !

lé Do you thlnk the following levels of government are performlng thelr
roles adequately in Dawson. ¥ . .- o
P Cwe . . ’ . : Cont .
A. mun1c1pa1 gover gent, ' , ' "YES = NO
B. territorial government . . - <. YES " NO :
BN o f?’bal ‘qovernment ‘ , % YES . NO 7
D. VR w ould you explaln your rt;asons? : Ly :
19 In what waysﬁo‘you thihk Dawson could improve as a commdnlty?;:"f:'
Vi TN ,_
. . N . R ! . . . . ; . - "
20. .‘What do you think the future of Dawson is? . .-
. "f;‘ » ‘
’ s # P < ‘.‘ . (\
- ., - ‘ .
; : 3
»' '4
¥
_INTERVIEW.DATA.. . [ T o C
-~ o o - - . ,. . - -t . ‘ -t A ‘ ’ - N
.2. time of interview, S .
3. location’ pf‘iﬁtef&ieﬁ' Rt S :"‘
R . ‘ * )
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C APPENDIX E
" LI&T OF BUILDINGS PROPOSED FOR RESTORATION
- - - .
The, Government Reserve 1\ - . ' _ “
‘ N PR . : N N
v‘ . - '\
A. .Inter1m~rlan' o ‘ R
. |3 ' . .'/ 4!., ) s
1. ‘Admlnlstratlon Buxldlng - present loca§i§9 of Dawson
"City Museum, =~ - L . IR .
- L T " '
- 2. Commissioners Residence - exterior restoration.
3. Court House - administrative and park development -
AN N - § B N . . : :.‘ N ! .
' 5;" offices,
. .‘ / . . . : - B . M
- B.  Long Range Plan / ’ o
1. Administration Buildi&g'~ continued location of Museum,
Council robm.andefqﬁatOrial offices on second’
) " floor, GroundSvéo,be landscaped. _
"2, Commissioners Residence - additional (interior) restor-
ation.. C r
. 3. . Céurt House N P
; 4.-}cOmméndxn§ Offrcers Re51dence L
. S o ‘ B
" - 5. N. W, M P. Jall ' ' S S -
' o : S .
6. N.W.M.P..Stables
. 7. 'N Ww. M P Marrled Quarters v BT s L
. . ‘ X . ‘vv" K " - ’ .
. 8. stl Andrew's Manse = . . . 3
9. st Andrew's.church‘ ‘.-7f
Downtown Dawsoajcity“' , §%:4.' - ' ‘ ' j :
1. Red Feather Saloon . “7‘ 'ij o ' e

2. Bllly Blgg s Blacksmith Shop

Lo
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) M "
. y %
PRI - (ke N g

n.. - L
3. Ruby's Place - dry and roomlng house (1903)
. 4. K T M Bulldln qrocery, produce and feed store (1904)
1]
- 5, Dawson Daily News :
’ ’ .
. . '.
' 6. Mme. Trémblay's - ladies ‘dress shop (1914)
7. Pgst Offlce - contlnued restogatlon of exterl,or and annex
‘8. Lowefs Mortuary - furnlture store/undertaklng parlor
(1910-15) '
: ) ] . \ ° . .‘(' . ’4
. 9. Winaut's Store ~ multi-purpose use; resphurant/‘&ber/' §
'shoemakerg(1903) R N '
10. .S. xeno - cont:.nued restoration eg. cabin areas
K 11, "Harrlngton s Store - general 'merchant [ store
Y ' U3
(f‘ ‘.u NS ) -
b : ' . ) Y
) - iy ) @ ' .
. R - o
4 i Yot '
. i .
2 - SN . SRR
9Tl S
- . .
¢ by o
) . . - { . Y
L4 ) [ ) 7 .
. . ‘ ' v ~ s
- % - - - o ,
- h >' . \\» ' z e ‘ o . " . x‘ )
) e T ) RN : -
SOURCE: Department of Indlan and’ Northern Affalrs, ‘parks Canada, Congegt -
<~ Proposal: Dawson city H.J.storlc Sites. Dawson Clty, 1976.
' ’ ‘ . ‘ ‘ A ’ ’ ¢ '



