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Program

String Quartet No. 2 in D Major (1881) Alexander Borodin
Allegro moderato (1833-1887)
Scherzo
Notturno
Finale
Martin Riseley, violin
Alycia Au, violin
Aaron Au, viola
Tanya Prochazka, cello

Sonata for Cello and Piano, Op. 119 (1949) Sergei Prokofiev
Andante Grave, Moderato Animato (1891-1953)
Moderato
Allegro ma non troppo

Tanya Prochazka, cello
Patricia Tao, piano

Quintet for Piano and Strings,

Op. 57 (1940) Dimitri Shostakovich
Prelude: Lento - Poco piu mosso - Lento (1906-1975)

Fugue: Adagio

Scherzo: Allegretto

Intermezzo: Lento

Finale: Allegretto

Patricia Tao, piano
Martin Riseley, violin
Alycia Au, violin
Aaron Au, viola
Tanya Prochazka, cello

Program Notes

Aleksandr Porfir’yevich Borodin
b. 31 October/12 November 1833~ St. Petersburg
d. 15/27 February 1887~ St. Petersburg

String Quartet, No. 2 in D Major (1881)

Aleksandr Borodin, Russia’s most famed chemist, also stands as an important figure in
Russian music. Although his chamber music is slender in size, Borodin claimed himself
immortality becoming known as one of the “Mighty Five,” standing along side of
Balakirev, Cui, Rimsky-Korsakov and Mussorgsky. Written in the summer of 1881, the
String Quartet, no 2 is an important work in the development of the string quartet in
Russia. Before the quartets of Tchaikovsky and Borodin, the Russian string quartet as a
genre was yet to be fully established—it seemed of little importance. In 1871, with the
founding of the Russian String Quartet, new life surged through Russian chamber music
and by extension, the string quartet. Borodin’s quartet not only exerted considerable
influence, it also represents his musical ideals. His focus on “real tunes” is evident
throughout the work as melody reigns, showing his preference for lyricism over
abstraction and development of small motivic units.

The first movement opens with a tuneful line played by the cello and immediately taken
up by the first violin. The alternation evidenced in these opening measures is a facet of
the movement, which offers only brief moments in which the second violin and viola
share in melodic material.

The Scherzo not only replaces the usual trio by expanding the movement to full sonata-
form, it also reorients the usual order of movements, providing stronger contrast between
the first movement and the Nocturne. It opens light-hearted in tone; however, only the
sweeping rhapsodic thirds of the slower waltz-like second theme bring the otherwise
sprightly movement into the same lyrical orbit as the rest of the work.

With the opening of the Nocturne, a heavy and languorous atmosphere melts into
sensuous relaxation, as the well-known theme appears first in the cello. The second
theme, a risoluto scale-passage, heightens the germ of passion planted in the opening
measures. The ever-changing color of the movement concludes in mellow ripeness.

Based on the varied treatment of two themes and a contrasting second subject, the
question-answer design of the Finale is at times more angular than the previous
movements. While melody still dominates, it lacks the overall lyricism previously
seen—perhaps justifying the comment frequently made which suggests that the Finale
fails to compare to the three preceding movements.




A native of Lethbridge, Alberta, Aaron Au is currently a first violinist with the
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra as well as Visiting Assistant Professor of Viola, Violin
and Chamber Music at the University of Alberta where he is also a Winspear Fellow.

A student of Andrew Dawes and Gerald Stanick at the University of British Columbia
where he studied both violin and viola, Aaron graduated Head of the Class in 1998. He
was then awarded the Johann Strauss Foundation Scholarship for the Advanced Study
of Music in Austria and pursued a year of studies at the Universitaet Mozarteum in
Salzburg Austria with Thomas Riebl and Claudia Bussian.

A frequent guest of CBC Radio, Aaron has appeared as a soloist and chamber musician
on both violin and viola in concerts across Canada, the U.S. and Europe. He has also won
various competitions including the 1993 CIBC National Music Festival where he was
violist of the Bridge Trio. A member of the National Youth Orchestra of Canada, Aaron
served as concertmaster for the orchestra’s tour of Canada and Japan. He also performed
with the Vancouver Symphony and Opera Orchestras as both violinist and violist. In the
summer of 2001, Aaron participated as a faculty member at the Agassiz Music Festival
in Winnipeg, performing chamber music as both violinist and violist as well as coaching
several talented young musicians. Aaron recently completed an extremely successful tour
of Cuba as principal violist of the University of Alberta Academy Strings Orchestra.

Aaron is currently working on his Doctor of Music degree at the University of Alberta
where he has been awarded the University of Alberta PhD Scholarship. Under the
guidance of Martin Riseley and Tanya Prochazka, he is pursuing studies in string
performance and pedagogy.

Alycia Au, a native of Lethbridge, Alberta, has completed her first year of the Masters
of Music Performance program at the University of Alberta where she studies with
Martin Riseley. A versatile violinist, Alycia has seen much success as a chamber
musician, orchestral player and soloist. At age 14, Alycia was the violinist of The Bridge
Trio, which took first prize in 1993 at the CIBC National Music Festival and which later
recorded for the CBC. In 1998 and 1999 her ensemble won first prize at the Friends of
Chamber Music Competition in Vancouver, BC. November 2000 and September 2001
saw Alycia perform chamber music as a guest artist on the University of Alberta’s
Friends and Faculty series. As an orchestral player, Alycia has been a member of the
National Youth Orchestra of Canada for three summers on their tours across Canada and
Japan, and is currently concertmaster of the U of A Symphony Orchestra and Academy
Strings. A promising young soloist as well, Alycia has had the privilege of working with
renowned artists such as Midori and Pinchas Zukerman, and attended Maestro
Zukerman'’s National Arts Centre Young Artist’s Program this past summer. Last year,
Alycia made solo appearances with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, the National
Arts Centre Orchestra and the UBC Symphony Orchestra.

Alycia recently graduated as Head of the Class from the University of British Columbia
where she studied with Andrew Dawes and received a Bachelor of Music degree in violin
performance.

Originally Australian, Tanya Prochazka studied at the Paris Conservatoire with Andre
Navarra (cello), Jean Hubeau (chamber music)and Indiana University with Janos Starker.
International soloist, recitalist and chamber musician. Was cellist of Ensemble [, Vienna;
principal cellist of Scottish Baroque Ensemble, London Mozart Players, English
Sinfonia; taught at the Royal Academy and Guildhall School, London, Victorian College
of the Arts, Melbourne, Australian National Academy of Music. Gives regular
Masterclasses and orchestra clinics. Records for Atma and Arktos featuring French,
American, English and Czech music. World premier recording of the New Goldberg
Variations with Jacques Despres.

Martin Riseley has been Concertmaster of the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra since
1994, and has performed concertos under conductors such as Grzegorz Nowak, Enrique
Batiz, Uri Mayer, Leif Segerstam, Enrique Barrios, and Jorge Mester, and his solo and
chamber concerts have appeared on National Radio. He recently gave the North
American premiere of the Violin Concerto by Gavin Bryars, and played the Chaconne
from the “Red Violin” by John Corigliano at the ESO’s summer festival. A concerto,
written for him by the New Zealand composer Christopher Blake, will be premiered in
2002, as will a concerto by the ESO’s composer-in-residence, Allan Gilliland. He is
currently Artist-in-Residence at the Department of Music at the University of Alberta,
where with fellow faculty members Stephane Lemelin and Tanya Prochazka they
surveyed the complete literature for piano and strings by Brahms last season, and will this
year perform the trios of Beethoven. He was also a resident performer at the 2000 Ottawa
Chamber Music Festival, where he appeared in concert with Andres Diaz, Andrew Dawes
and the St. Lawrence String Quartet. He returned to the Festival this year to perform with
Jane Coop and Amanda Forsyth, among others. In the fall, he is scheduled to perform the
Schubert Quintet and the Schumann Piano Quintet with Pinchas Zukerman, Amanda
Forsyth and Jon Kimura Parker at the National Arts Center in Ottawa.

Patricia Tao Joined the U of A faculty in 2002. Performed for 10 years as pianist of the
Guild Trio. Tours in Europe as “Artistic Ambassador” for the United States and
throughout the U.S. for Columbia Artist’s Community Concert series. Residencies at the
Tanglewood Music Center and the University of Virginia. Live radio broadcasts on
NPR’s “Performance Today,” WNYC’s “Around New York,” WQXR’s “The Listening
Room,” and the St. Louis public television series “Premiere Performances.” Commissions
and premieres of new works by leading American composers, including William Bolcom,
Harvey Sollberger, and Sheila Silver. Has recorded on the CRI label. Solo CD for Arktos
to be released in fall, 2003.

Bachelor of Arts from Harvard University, Master of Music with Distinction from
Indiana University, and Doctor of Musical Arts from the State University of New York
at Stony Brook. Principal teachers were Leonard Shure, Gyorgy Sebok, and Gilbert
Kalish. Chamber music studies with Bernard Greenhouse, Leon Fleisher, Julius Levine
and Timothy Eddy. Has also taught at Western Washington University and the University
of Virginia.



Upcoming Events:

September

17 Wednesday, 4:00 pm
Lecture/Discussion (Composer Forum)
with Guest Composer

eldritch Priest

Studio 27, Fine Arts Building

Free admission

19 Friday, 8:00 pm

Faculty & Friends

Kathleen Corcoran, soprano

Harold Wiens, baritone

Roger Admiral, piano

Featuring solo and duet lieder

by Hugo Wolf, Robert Schumann and
Johannes Brahms

Admission: $10/student/senior, $15/adult

22 Monday, 12:00 pm

Noon Hour Organ Recital

The recital presents a variety of organ
repertoire played by students, faculty and
guests of the University of Alberta.

Free admission

26 Friday, 6:00 pm

Sonal Mansingh in Performance
Presented by the

Indian Students Association
Admission: $15members,

$10 non-members

For information, call

435-0937 or 441-3845

27 Saturday, 8:00 pm

New Music Series

BEAMS

Electroacoustic and improvisation
Studio 27, Fine Arts Building
Admission: TBA

October

5 Sunday, 1:00 pm

Folkways Alive!

Presented by the University of Alberta
in partnership with Smithsonian
Folkways Recordings

A Gala Performance featuring
Mahotella Queens Quartette

Mike Seeger and

Master of Ceremonies, Tommy Banks
Winspear Centre for Music

For ticket information call 428-1414
For additional information call
492-7887

5 Sunday, 8:00 pm
University Symphony Orchestra
Tanya Prochazka, Conductor

6 Monday, 12:00 Noon

Music at Noon, Convocation Hall
Student Recital Series

Featuring students from the Department of
Music. Fee admission

anens, Please donate to Bank Campus Food
= i Unless otherwise indicated
= Admission: $5/student/senior, $10/adult

s Convocation Hall, Arts Building

Please note: All concerts and events are subject to change without notice.
Please call 492-0601 to confirm concerts (after office hours a recorded
message will inform you of any changes to our schedule).

University
of
Alberta




