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Bearlng 1n mlnd the fore901ng statements we shall
:‘-now deflne the ba31c concepts of good and ev11 1n Dostoevsky s

1fterm1nology.. The essence of human1ty 1s characterlzed by

7! freedom in. the ch01ce of good and ev1l Freedom ;foweVer,‘g Sl

;;‘may lead to arbltréquself-w1ll thus resultf’g in ev1l,

fﬂQCOrruptlon and thesdegeneratlon of moral pr1nc1p1es.‘ Only
g v-r')\’-‘

3ffthrough sufferlng and falth may the 1nd1v1dua1 percelve the*

\ .

i.,good that ex1sts 1n the world.a Good is assoc1ated w1th .

P . B
5 . -~ - . v

‘l;humanklnd exper1enc1ng harmony through God's warmth and 5’~

f‘love._ Falth 1n God llnks people to thelr d1v1ne orlglns e

s

‘:and allows them to percelve the°organ1c nature of unlversaly ﬂ:f“

_:"lif Thls lS brought out by Berdlaev 1n hlS following (foﬂif

-fstatements concernlng”freedom and 1ts relatlonshlp to goodJVVf

‘-QIK m1r0v01 garmonll chelovek dolzhen
jd,prlttl cherez svobodu, 1zbran11a, C
“.cherez: svobodnoe preodolenle zla., o

ﬂ,:Prlnudltel .naia; mlrpvala garmonlla )
" ne mozhet byt' opravdana ‘1 ne nuzhna, - (PR

: _5;,ne sootveigtvuet dost01nstvu synov"j_vi_'»_"a;
AM'BOZhllkh . _ , S S S

As we already mentlonedr-Dostoevsky s handlingiofyi‘”

unlversa1" Questlons 1nfluenced the future generatron of'lf»”“ -

flphllosophers in’ Ru551a.i therature and phllosophy of the -

ﬁ:turn of the century pulsated w1th v1gor and éhergy
”Proponents of a v1brant school of thought the Renalssance

e

:?13Ng,éérdiaey;fMifosoaertsahiefbostoeVShogo;_§}~161.d-

Yoe et .

Al : I N L
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(renessans), hoped to rev1ve former trad1t10ns.l4_'This is

seen in James Bllllngton s follow1ng statement concernlné

the Renalssance.'”
_'.As w1th electr;crty SO - 1n culture 1t
. was a- case of o0ld. sources for new power.
‘ © . "Man had 51mply -found: new ways of unlocklng
"< - 'the latent. energy within the: mov1ng
. waters and combustible elements’ of:-
‘tradition. Thus, the new, dynamlc S
-+.culture of this electri¢ age was,. in. o e
' many ways, more solidly rooted in it .
" Russian. tradition .than the culture l‘ L
‘:of the preceedlng, arlstocratlo*era. 5%

The ma1n subject of 1nvestlgatlon revolved around
the novels of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky and the problems ralsed s

bé these artlst thlnkers., Berdlaev»,a major flgure of the

movement says ln Russkala 1de1a (The Russ1an Idea)

z”P/raZLtel'nyl fakt.» Tol ko e nachale fﬁ veka krltlka ll
po-nast01ashchemu otsenlla vellkulu ruiikulu llteraturu L
XIX veka, predzhde vsego.bostoevskogo iy L Tostogo.,lé-glt:ty;j
1s noteworthy that most members of the Renalssance admlred
Dostoevsky s phllosophy and were dlssat;sfled w1th that of
Tolstoy.i ThlS 1s ev1denced 1n the vast majorlty of ,fs

publlshed eSsays and papers whlch 1nclude- Solovev s Tr1

4 rech1 v pamlat' Dostoevskogo (Three Dlscourses in Memory

e

_ SRR | J:: o _ )
4
1 Berdlaev refers to the new: movement as the Renalssance

”R.: 1n.' Russkala 1dera (Parls-“ YMCA-Press, 1946), p.‘220

15J Bllllngton,,The Icon and the%Axe (New York- Vlntage
Books, 1970) P 475..;. E

:gifj.is e '~4=--l' S ”““'f*g]~~,¥d';§1::ff;;ﬁf” .iarl:;'zid
o _N.;Berdlaev,vRusskala ideia, p. 221: 7 - B

RERT-SE

I .



5'_states."'

- Tragedy-—l916), Shestov’s DOSthVSkll”l Nltshe.:

.‘-- 1936), Berdlaev s‘M1rosozertsan1e_

'-_fDostoevsky and hls followers was so great that James Wernham,
' iln hlS lntroductlpn’to a dlscussion of Berdlaev and Shestov, f,ﬁt*ﬁ

.

' The name of Dostoevsky appears 1n "

S ‘thls essay as.often, perhaps, as do. .
: ‘the names. of ‘Berdidev and Shestov,, *
:‘ ¥(and what pretends 'to be a. study. of

_ two: Russian. thlnkers threatens ‘almost i8‘~ ST
e :throughout to become a “study of three.” '~ - ..

17It is: 1nterest1ng to note that Rozanov marrled Dostoevsky's %

- former mlstress, Apolllnalrla Suslova, in order to come

“as close as pos51ble to.an understanding of Dostoevsky s

_“?thoughts and feellngs. ‘This was indicative of Rozanov' s

. 'generation's’ strong 1nterest in Dostoevsky.3 See-g,

' Roberts, !Afterward" to Rozanov's Dostoevsky and the. - o :
' Legend of :the. Grand. Inqusltor (New York.- Johnson Reprlnt e
Corporatlon, 1967), pp. 213- 14 : R N SIRERC

;gJ; Wernham,'Two RussianaThinkers: [Berdyaevgaﬁﬂ}Shestov*Qﬂ‘_ s
’,‘(Toronto:guUniversity‘ofiTorontO'PresSr_l958)ﬁ{96g341}?ﬁ IR




R ) )
-:freedom and sufferlng.i The Grand Inqulsltor con51ders lt

-fahls duty to sacrlflce freedom and accept:persona -

""""L\_s

f‘for the sake of humanklnd s happrness.w Solovev 'S,
) Ll . : 3p _

V

”-sufferlngs In thlS way é ay gulde human destlny”af

_%o:Soznavala v Samém’ sebe Vellkulu silufjggﬁgﬁa77““"”"'
.- ~dukha, on" byl-v egda ubezhdennym
_ _.‘“_Lﬁ;splrltuallstom,. 1asny1 um’ vsegda* .
.- » .. ukazyval emu: istinu togg, Vo ¢hto SR
.77 'dolzhno. verit': dobro,: Boga, -Méssiu.
.. Y dto.on veril; ‘ng 1liubil on . tol'kO'V
. fgodnogo sebia e\ -Odnim: slovom, -on -
. priznal.. sebla tem, chem de51tv1tél'nost1¢“
Uﬁlbyl Khrlstos 19_”v o ,:‘_ v.‘:.nt:p .__jf

-y

: sentatlve of Russ;an Orthodoxy,'term Solovev s emperor

i"Antlchrlst" ' Berdlaev notes th”t in "Tale of the ﬁi'fffi'*

‘;;lgv. Solovev, "Kra;kaia povest"ob a"tlkhrlste 1n- CTriocooo
' razgovora’ (New Yoérk: ' Chekhov: Publishing" House of tﬁEﬁ,p,'
- East. Europeon ‘Fund, Inc., 1954), p- 199 200 IR
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John’ié“fisan fromwthe;dead, Throuéh this

SOp ""v‘nd Psycholo/gv) 7

.'I

, ?ID LOWrie, Rebelglous Prophet;; ‘;Juﬂﬁ”L vf7'U

"z"z

On thls see C. Callan‘};
(Mlnneapolls, Mlnnesot_”
I968), P. 19..v- R

Berdyaev s Philosophg of Hdpe A
;Augsburg Publlshlng House,; L




| vith Christ, but also with Dionynns.. Hc savs:

S ”{> .

nenaiscanco an Proheth.dnitl..lcnlunllnl-lay apoealhfﬁfiilg;,ff

Bia categories are indisputably aeeur-tu.-.

hTo byla epokha iskliuchitel'no talantlivaia. ._fhx
. 'blestiashchaza.; Bylo mhogo nadezhd, . - .
. kotorye ne- shylis" Renessans stojal :

y ':‘, ‘. ne tOl'kO pOd Znakom D“kha no i Dionin. _ AR

", I v nem smeshalsia renessagg khrist;anlkil
s renessansom ia@y%heSkxm

.,; g;' It is wheh we mention pagan elements fusing with

Russlan Orthodoxy that we encounter*in particular the name

| of Dm1tr1 Merezhkovsky. That Merezhkovsky was relevant to '-ﬂ

the Renalssance cannot be denled Berdiaev expresséd the

lmportance of MerezhkoVsky when he dlscussed the people who

: made thelr appearance at thls tlme.j;"Takov, prezhde vsego,

' (‘

- {; Dostoevskogo,l L.VTolstoge "26”13“

'2'4

| '2"‘5

\

D.uMerezhkOV k11, on lmeet nesomnennve zaslugl v otsenke

. prevrashcheniia kamnei . v: khleb ‘ne prlnlmaet reshenlla

3Berd1aev rlngs out the splrlt of Antlchrlst when he
;says'*'"o_-[Dostoevskv, ‘C.A:] ne prinimaet- 1skushen11a
“problemy. khelba cherez otrechenle ot svobody dukha..:

. Antikhristovo niachals: d11a négo est" otrec¢henie.. ‘ot
.gsvobody’ ukha._‘_See N Berdlaev,_Russkala.ldela, p..125

J. B111 ngton, The Icon and the Axe, p..478

N Berplaev, Russkala 1de1a, p. 222




T Mf&ﬁhciroit9£o¢_?Phtlpiovhien ct TblctOy ahﬂ DOOtﬂﬁ"“Y- ""‘ﬂeﬁ?e
?:f;;ih,“,ug‘eioreh'zhe:tdna that tntop.on eivilstcetoa 1: foundod

'}“’°”:t'° ¢°ﬂf1$€‘159’h,‘foricd—reliqiouo tendencieu,'
: _;‘,m-ntu lnd "Chrut :‘.nitv;?‘z

ffnoetoev-ky - diaric

He. lcizen upon state-unts 1nL ;]ff

Thotein Doatonvskv writelz

;;Pro{zoohv : tolknovenie dvukh samykh

jfprotlvopolozhnykh idei, kotorve tol'ko S
.. mogii sushchestvovat' na zemle: Chelovekobog SRR
;Evstretil ggochelcveka, Apollon~Bel'vederskii-~,“

'ejuerezhkovsky construes'Dostoevsky s statement to mean thatﬁT,eF%

ngussia must overcome the raging conflict between Christ

_"ﬁNa Zapade, to-est', v Evrope--"dukh ‘,n.ga;~ ol
- ratnyi",. na Vostoke, to-est' v R05911--h;,j~ O
. "dukh: blagodatnyl e govorla -lazykom . :
VDostoévskogo--Che1ovekobog i Bogochelovek, e
‘Khristos' i. Antikhrist-=vot dva . -~ . SR
grotlvopolozhnvkh berega, dva: kraia *-yg‘“,.;*ljﬂ.
o etoi bezdny.i I'.gore nashe"ili- schast e o e
. v tom, .chto-u’ nas delstv1te1'no "dve ”"9-5'* g
- *rodlny--nasha ‘Rus' i Evropa", i my: - .
- .'ne ‘mozhem otrech'sia ni .ot odn01 iz
,@m.fﬂnlkh°3 My dolzhny ili pogibnut?, i
“{y'm\ sbedlnlat' v sebe oba krala bezany.ng

v

'”q27A1§o's‘éfH. Trench' '"Merejkowskl" an 1ntroduct10n to f,\_\ o
“Death. of the Gods- translated by Herbert Trench. (London,;__w‘ﬂ'
Constable & Companv lelted 1926). PD. - 8 L . e

D Merezhkovskll, Tolst01 1 DOStoevsk11 1n Polnoe b
Sobranle Sochlnenll,,VOI. Ix (Moscow. Sytxn‘_IBIt),,vﬂ,-
P.‘x1rﬂ-w- D LR N . SR

-;;f:.zslbld 



’:,ap the panacea tor a%ﬁpproblcms encompaosinq
good and evil,ithat 1: f:eedom and its relationship to will

and sutferingﬁ, within His trilogy Merezhkovsky'perpetuates

the tradition‘oflno"toevsky in the novels Smert' boqov

(Death of the Gods ->1896), veakresshie bogi (Resurrection oﬁ
the éods - 1901), xhrismos i antik\qst (christ and Anu-:-if""

\

Petr 1 Aleksel
' A

(Antlchrlst.i, ,

Ya 1 -

Tfiﬂg christ - 1905) and Antlkhrist4 

: Ru581an "boys- ataﬁhe turn of the century-u

'=Lgf"L1ubov'" ““Bog“’,"sobornost'“;‘"molltva"

- ooo"misteriia™: =~"eti ‘slova“ proiznosiatsia’ v [
. nyne’w kabakakh, ‘I vot, kogda prlglashalut

v+ nas.v khramy,’'my. ulybqem51a.,p,,;s :

o Vse: sobornlkl, mistiki, orglasty,

-# < -erotistyy, érotOmanstvulushchle R e
wg;thrlstlane, chulklsty 1ovko cherpall R S PSP
””gtlz Merezhkovskogo 'zdes" ego proshtempelevallv,ﬁ_t i

W( -a on osgget51a samym sob01--tse1 nym,.ﬁ__ﬂ"“~“+

nezabyvaemym:m,

R N A “;'~;~-w-w
R

**fiégAT:Bely';"Ne mlr, no mech" Ve x VI N‘O-,;6 (1908), P"54'hf5¥1




o :';f Xn tho coilavtng -tuny thall otnuiao Oonﬁoovsky‘tfﬁf?{
‘?n ?novt1l. Ctiun nad Pnniahncnt and Thc nr”f'”(“‘” ama L

 v:fEIt i- our intent té shou thc devclopuant pf the trqnturn w‘w””d';

J fio£ the problenu of qood and evil in thaso workn.;;‘

S e Ty e
S P SRR



fo only what they con31der to be right and wrong and thev,

agree upon the proper regulation of society they begln to e

destroy each other.i All prev1ous "norms

;T@
. ann1h11at10n.’

3ﬁthl worfdwd;ntxnnd ;o d-:truet&qu. nun-ax:y 'aoq-ga-;

Z;thc parasite ettackn. thc victln is trnnsforn.d
considers hinaelf to be cxtrnordinarily retienal;_, g

. [T D Co
T e Lol L
: o c
. PR B K
: . ~
o " . [ [
L EREENE ] i
. o ' |
’ coe ‘
; 3
. S
i [
L o
. c
|

; nanlalatlaw. thn cqntccl fScurc uf uttun and
: ‘"";t hn- en l'eenlypitc ar-c- tn uhich he .n&i.iqu

fbodtuc nnd loavos ehcu poc.etsod .nd innnnq. Oncc
ne cuddenly;

intelli,qent. uch i.ndlvidual auu m. ‘own. logicnlly deaucaa:-;,‘

judqenent to be perfect and thua sees hiuself as a paruqon fff;]
of wisdon Howevet. because evety ﬁersonuvalues his own ;afaf}:
conviction as truth, he begins to lose sight of objectiVe T

Any consistént reality conceived,by people as an

orgapic entity becomes distorted.; Chaos alone remains._.nf*¥7

In the face of such confusion, people no longer

understand the concepts of good and evil They recognize f’*

stubbornly begin to assert thelr w111 Because they cannot;i7

cease to exercisegff

their 1nf1uence.: The consequences of such dlscord ;s »ljf”ﬁ*”

The resulting plague soon spreads and

envelopes all peoples Unknown to the 1nfected raCe of S

humanklnd, only a few people escape the disease.; They arev,'"f
destlned to save humanity from extlnction, for they‘possess-?ﬁ o

R
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N mge '\gpg,‘" m«nmnva %”utnﬁhm' v.g um *nm

'ef4rhtoqgh tw 'hn toamqt ;n cnahlud hpttor ~m-¢ndurneanﬁ

I.fff.hllolntluv . unaraetur JBd !ﬂ* *’“*”““9°““‘”'h'

T

ctaov ”ruclnt tu 9hta noVnk‘“?“,-df;f SR
| lonkolntko\. Lihn mnny xr Oosﬁnevsuy 1 vnaracteta
'E;Lo nf!octed uy tho dtseanu o! sot!-uxlx.“ aoatoev-hy s S
"fdfchar-ctoa. ofton looe :iqht or God Q;Vn ;nto thcir vxlx.,ﬁof”ﬁi

'Qand 'ﬂ9‘9¢ in ewix actn.ﬂ rvqnov ndtes thin copngctjgn ;n”3~“”‘

‘Mgf'hio discul:ion of DostOtvlkY s cheracters**.ff

*'Por as noon as the huﬁgnfaoul despalr:y CE
- ‘of God, it im 1rresistabty drawn to. ' = - e
- chaos: it finds joy in all that is' . = .7
ugly and: warped, and is. qreeted,,tron
' 'the deepest. ravines ‘of Sodom, “by .the
" smile of a begpty ‘that ieeks to rival
lthe beauty ‘of Our L@dy._ . o

) Raskolnikov,.the murderer, rejects societv for the¥;ffiﬁ
m:-jsake of an intellectual theory. He su:renders himself to

"‘Ja life almost totally devoid of human relationships. i eu, w,]’”

'*efhe abandons hls student milieu, and does not correspond

'“fwith hls famlly or his former acqualntances._ fﬁff'»ff;;:s;;

Raskolnikov retreats 1nto the stlfling atmosphere
' of Salnt Petersburg whlch 1mplnges upon hlS emotlons.f Hle”_d*V

' coffln-llke room 1s symbollc of hxs w1thdrawal Salnt

\

Ivanov, Freedom. and tﬁE‘T” lic. Life: A Study in S
.{Dostoevsky,,translated by Norman Cameron (New: York-, The-fi"
_;;Noonday Press, 1971); p. 32. Thls is a translatlonﬂof‘ S
. Dostoevskii i roman tragedlla whlch was unavallableﬁinf"”
”Tjthe or1g1nal : L R _ SRR
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'»'j56Wékiﬁbﬁwf*iwwéif} ﬂ;hukhhﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁ ”#Q&ﬂﬁ t%&”*xﬁmr hw .o

e, m'ﬁ nem un é-«"-’;r_'«g{ e _;

“‘ﬁfL wd’ ngr “hm ,p*ar ;g.pevn ‘u ¥ } :y.f-:.g,} »p%ﬂ
'”’{5“¢ '.fiv$35$;**§% Gh *"!*” !nd ﬂncaxan mmnl ha: anenj“-“'

'?hau ;s'%zﬂumh' wu' ﬂ» &utdkrcv

RN

'ﬁ-harnd Pctwthurﬂ» !ntcryl fan ﬁtunk?vf'nn o
,’-huvstvﬂv IS aptavval aonto¢V¢hxt.,m ’
Y 3N pttirsk. porsahdennyi: chelovekom
‘v ego otslichepenstye Y skitnl'»heutve.

V. atmostere tumanov: hrons prizrachnoan
;anada tatothdazutska besumpnve myslx.

" sogrevaiut tamysiy prestuplenii, v e
© Rotorykh prestupaiutsxa qranituv S O
" chelovecheskoi prirody - Vse. 'f"'”‘”

skofitsentrirovano 4. squlhcheno vohruq

- -¢heloveka; otorvavsheqosig ot "
3Abozhe¢tvennykh pereoanov.

In the midst of the distorted realxtv of Saint
e

e Petcrsburq Rastolnikov conceives ‘an intellectual theoty and

“ﬂjdares to carry it aut. Raskolnikov fits the type of

'efe:chxracter discussed by Berdiaev in the following statements-L’J‘

'gADostoevskii osobenno zainteresovyvaetsia
+ sud’boi_cheloveka v tot moment, kogda’ - : ,g;;;
~ on vosstal protiv ob"ektivnogo: mirqporxadka._fuﬁ'

' otorvalsia ot prirody, ot orgaalcheskxkh '
kornei i .ob"iavil svoevolie.. Otshchepenets

ot prirodn01,‘organ1chesk01 zhlzni v

'thc‘]“t,vvergaet81a Dostoevskim. v chlstllishche

i ad goroda i tam prokhodit- on svoi-
put' stradanlla,zlskupaet v1nu sv01u.».u

“‘fg’7Indeed, Raskolnlkov s theorv created 1n the hell of thev

.VCItY, reflects the results of arbltrary w111. ;;u

We shall characterzZe Raskolnlkov s theory as the

“2..-BefdieevjiMirésOZeftsanie Dostoevskogo, op. cit.) p. 370

. ’mbid., b 43?3’ e

L

nr. ,‘,,



CeREmory of She . ComeEmant *t»ﬁubnth?» !&g@qysuennanﬁumyi&ty«”
'l.,n»@‘l}) ,M;eg‘kﬂm‘ﬁh "h.b ‘:ttfkﬁ”,‘, JM *s‘“",‘tﬁ""‘“tn‘f"’ i
.[,erunwﬁtnneity. »fﬂtﬂarv .Eeee mumk ?x;; rh, p“n,, ana

"nptqpaeneo Phn'%nnan raee ?'hn ourtunrdtﬁarv pnop&e, o 'he

{%thf hend. muﬁaﬂwnnovaf\nn»u ?hey aerv¢ 4 tekeeloqxenl

""i_£9n¢tknﬁm, nq:lolnxxev «nplnzn- ht: thnery zo Pmrftry

f‘;Petteviek, ?ha ”ttﬂkh‘l 1nva;tkq¢tar au tollous-"

Petvy ratriad v-eqét-wqocbodtn nae:olcshcheqo.,fjr
vtorol razriad--gospodin budushchego, T
rvye sokhranfaiut mir i priumno:hciut
N chislenno: vtqrye dviqaiut mir’ : : .
S S veiut €go k tseli. I te i drugie- Lmeiut ‘:~"

—Qﬁ.‘_xlg oovtrshenub odinakovog ptavo sushchcntv01@t ‘

| It ia at this point that uaskolnikov cqpfirmn his
belief in the New Jerusalem.' His concepts take on religious
oveﬁkones.v He acknowledqes his belief in God and the literale:‘
raising of Lazarus.‘ Porfizy Petrovich examines Raskolnikov-‘_i}-

3 --Tak, vy vse-taki verite zhe v Novyi
. Ilerusalim? . ... .
 ==Veruiu, . .. o ”“\j
. 2=F-i~i v boga veruete’ R
v --Veruiu,';.g:,w= . R
e Tt U4 voskresenle Lazarla veruete?
’;~--Ve-veru1u e 5
~-Bukval'no. veruete? '  “;‘3
_ -—Bukval'no.- (P N., III, v, 271)

N i v i
This brief: reference to God serves to account forr' o

»

’Raskolnlggv s ultlmate salvatlo”;frOm eternal damnatlon.v'“

: ;_Eventual tﬁrough sufferlng, Raskolnlkov w111 glve hlmself

| eover to hlS fqﬁth in God N T? L ,;F“‘ o btf, 3:'}

\

’=4F M Dostoevskll, Prestuplenle i nakazan1e1J1 80 ranlel\"'
sochlnenll, OpP.. c1t., vol. 5,‘III v, 271. Her‘lnafter

c1ted in’ the body of thlS study as P.N N ‘ _-,-




10
R .;n§~f?J
troncqrﬁnaxzn.wf_tave;‘mnvizdnnu th« mural rtqh!..d_
;d.nu ahqd blocd ;ra funngnantal 'o ehn n;ttaordxugry pawnnm .
:neana nf dt:qctinq humun ﬁnoalhy.. Arrordxncly. thc entrn-~c
efordknary potnon xg bound hy duty to ovrrcone any por:on vho !
otaudo tn hi- way. Thus, Razkolntkov andow- the ex:rn« .
l_ordinary person with the abcolute right to a;uert hkl will
.Ia thi- uay he, the extraordinary person. bocomo: a unn-qod
'::endowed with the powcr to commit the whole qsnut @Q evi?
‘V‘deeds. XQpler. Newton and Napoleon arelamong the extra—*'
v_::otdinaty people to whom Raskofhikov attributes thele |
o qualitiel. " ' . l . _ ' _
| | Characteristically, these men, if faced with human
'fobstacles, wete morally compelled to desttoy anvone who ;'ﬂ»
‘vfbcrossed their path They would also be exempt from
a_:punishment for doxng so._;fj;}‘ '
Noaesli emu ‘nado, d11a svoel idei
pereshagnut' khotia by i: cherez trup, .
cherez krov" to. on vnutri: Sebla,‘ﬂbﬁ g
.'po “sovesti, mozhet, po-moemy, dat*' = !

"sebe razreshenie- peérshagnut' cherez
krov' ;g,g. (P N., III, v, 270)

oA

. Murder and crlme transcend the usual concepts of good and

“ev11 They are equated Wlth the extraordlnary person s

: pr1v11ege arbltrarll ’_o,lppose ‘his wlll‘whatever the_.

c‘_consequences._;i'

‘{ v—Raskolnlkov 1dent1f1es hlmself w1th the extra-‘d'

et
>

_ordlnary person. -Accordlng,to Ivanov_he subqugates*real;tYh[.fn



‘;g- JRTRL ST AN e _ﬁhff‘,*if,lﬂs‘ lsfﬁ;.g o
?fl to hls own demands.§: He lntentlonally slays and robs an

.4'1‘ l .
: 3

‘“old pawnbroker, Alena Ivanovna and kllls leaVeta who

acc1dentally comes upon the scene. He clalms that

re

Alena Ivanovna s. money w111 1mprove hls and hlS iamlly s A‘ ﬁ'éff:“

;-bﬂ“f'lot;‘ However, the matter is more. complex.f Raskolnlkov RO
de31res to assert hlS w1ll 1n order to rlse above all

humanklnd.» ThlS 1s brought out when Shestov comments upon

":<?} Raskolnlkov.,"fc“

_”'Inache govorla, Raskol nlkov stanov1t51a.ﬁ'} R
. "pé tu storonu dobra i zla", . . «- . aTTTEL
Borias!' so zlom,-on vydv1qa1 A ego»]:{ R o
‘f'zashchltu takie argumenty, o kotorykh
... 7 omno' i mechtat"nikogda ne smelo. Sama
jf'fﬂsovest"VZLala na sebla delo zla.,,;GW'

f' After the murder Raskolnlkov s theory as 1t regards

il ,hlm, assdmes a- secondary role.. Because he 1s not a- jf;-

X

r .
He falls to rob the old woman of her fortune and acqulres

only petty objects from her apartment. He hldes these under _d‘r
) . g . L
a tree and never puts them tovuse., Agaln, whatever money\

,.J- . ‘o

he: obtalns from hrs mother, he. glves away to Katerlna for
Marmeladov s funeral.- When Raskolnlkov applles hlS theory
to objectlve reallty, the theory breaks down.:‘He;ex1sts

v

. ! 1n a perpetual state of anx1ety.“Q7

5V. Ivanov.:  Freedom and tbe Tr;glc Llﬁe. 'A-studyvin;v‘“*”"
Dostoevsky, p. 75, o ~ R T

L. Shestov, Dostoevskll 1'V1tshe. filosophida tragedii,
_B c1t., pp' 106 7 e ek

,/“N

"superman" hls emotlons overwhelm hlS w111 and lntellect.f }ﬁf}.f'



e e N

Even before Raskolnlkov, the theorlst, commlts
'ﬂmurder one can w1tness hlS emot10na1 counterpart taklng

f~over. He debates 1nwardly and ponders his actlons., He haS'-'
. : . ‘,\ _«: R ’ :

ljupdlfflculty in ratlona1121ng hls theory He has a dream

"”symbollzlng future events the nlght before he murders o
}Alena Ivanovna._ In the dream Raskolnlkov conjures up a ﬁ
;r?peasant who beats hlS old horse to death Such needless

“}slaughter of an 1nnocent an1ma1 upsets Raskolnlkov who 1n,f?;?

¥
4

‘i-rf-the dream is just a young boy.¢ ThlS outpourlng of .237' =

'ffRaskoInlkov s soul symbollzes the 1mpend1ng murder of the

":~i_old pawnbroker. When he awakens, Raskolnlkov is: frlghtened.

””.g'He cannot 1maglne the reallty of murder. He says.1f'“'

--Net, ia ne vyterpllu, ne vy erpllu._ ,
© Pust?', pust' dazhe "net nikakikh somnenii-
VO vsekh etlkh raschetakh, bud! ®to vse,f-
...chto resheno v Btot me51ats, iasno kak: _
..den', spravedllo kak arifmetika.. Gospodl._'
 Ved! 1a vse' zhe ravno ne reshus'!. Ia.
v ved' ne’ vyterpllu, ‘he vyterpllu..,,_ IS
‘Chego zhe, chego zhe 1 do s1kh por....ﬂx
(P N., I, v, 65) . '

A moment later he begs God to relleve hlm of hlS terrlble

burden-' ,_‘,gf}_~ f'ﬂﬁ”‘g. ..--" f;j jfi,};" FRR
4 Sl S e e e
)n pochustvoval, -chto uzhe sbrosil, s- sebia'.f
~ eto-strashnoe. bremla, davivshee ego tak
.dolgo,_l na. dushe ego: stalo vdrug legko
- 1 mirno. '"Gospodl.-—molll on,—-p skazhi
. mne: put"m01, a ia otrekalus ot.etoi
f..prokllat01...mechty moe1 : (P N., I,
'v, 65 66) ;;m Lo

BN

']

The above dream ‘as a manlfestatlon of Raskolnlkov s g

e future cr1me temporarlly purges hls soul from the dlctates

- of hlS Wlll and 1ntqilect. Once commltted thfs crlme.f q

becomes the force whlch ultlmately causes Raskolnlkov both



_______________ ] Ll . . . « - T ‘. \L-_. . L
to yxeld to h1s bellef 1n God and the llteral ralslng of
*& 'y

"*} Lazarus, as well as to accept hlS suffer1ng.,°Thls 1s 1n3jf.n:

keeplng w1th the role of crlme 1n Dostoevsky s flctlon as

stated by Rozanov-- - %
S prestuplenlem vskr vaets1a odln 1z S

- -e&tikh temnykh rodnikov nashikh idei i
";oshchushchenll, i totchas vskryvalutSLav?

. 'pered nami : dukhovnye n1t1, svlazyvalushchle
*;mlrozdanle i vse.zhivoe v ném. [man, C.A. 1= .
ngakony zhlznl i smertl stanov1atsr5 ,:j ,ﬁlh.gv*
;oshchutlmyml dlla nego, ;;._UZ s

We‘may comprehend the dleg-ratlon of Raskolnlkov s-f?

"1ntellectual theory 1n the above sense._ When the murderer

g
reaches a helght of rat10na1 dellberatlon and concentratlon,f_

S

hls 1rratlona1 51de takes control.: He is purged of the
ev11 assertlon of hls w1ll He 1s no longer capable of
complete ratlonallty. HlS emotlonal counterpart remalns

"Z ever in the background

"-I esll by dazhe sluchllos kogda nlbud'
‘ tak, chto uzhe vse do posledne1 tochki -
~ bylo im razobrano i resheno okonchatel 'no.
.. 1 somnenii ne ‘ostavalgs’' by’ ‘uzhe bolee
e . .nikakikh,--to tut-to " y, kazhetsia, on '
e otkaza151a ot vsego, kak ot neleposti,” ™ . . .
SR ;'chudov1shchnost1 i- nevozmozhnostl-;(P N., R
_I, v1,_76) ' . R

After the mfrder Raskdlnlkov surrenders almost

completely to the emotlonal 51de of hls nature. He makes

L]

'tf La mess of the murder 1tself and by pure chance escapes s
the scene of the crlme.; On hlS return home he 1s freed

V..Rozanovy genda 0 vellkom 1nkv121tore F M. Dostoevskqgi,
_p c1t.,_pp 71 2 , DR v .

el



if‘lng and salvatldn he encounters SVldrlgaleV, thefepltome

NN
~

from hls burden by becomlng dellrlous.f‘ﬂs7

lldisassoc1ateo himself from hls famlly, frlendl wtdxacqualntences..

‘~Whenever he comes 1nto contact w1th people he expe 1ences e

°

"despalr and anxletyk,

Mrachnoe oshchushchenle muchltel'nogo, s
beskonechnogo uedlnenlla i otchuzhdenlla _.-;;.;},1
‘'vdrug.'soznatel'rno skazalis' dushe ego ;';' s
I".chto. vsego’ muchltel,nee——eto bylo bolee S
oshchushchenle, chem. sozananie, :chem. ﬂy-uyhjmgjwj
ponlatle, ‘nepostedstvennoe: oshchushchenle,np"”” i
muchitel 'neishee’ ‘oshchushchenie iz VSekh
- do'.sikh "por Zhizniiu? perezhltykh im
oshchushchenll.‘ (P N‘ 'II, 109 10)

As Raskolnlkov treads tbe dlfflcult path of suffer-“}é"w

Ly ,

‘?”fof eV1l. Sv1dr1gaylov s 11fe revolves around pursult of (

YF_:[Raskolnlkov;s:theoretlcal prototype. To h1m everythlng xs

i carrles 1t to the most dlre consequences._ Whlle pursulng

at

:sensual pleasures.v He 1s the grotesque manlfestatlon of

/permltted . He pervertsh"the theory of the superman" ﬁnddfhf”ivfi

.n....*"

i the mostqev11 des;gns he experlences consc1ous dellght., ¥

In hls efforts to quench hlS de51res, Sv1drlgaYlov

fidebases and deflles all people w1th whom he 1s lnvolved

u? . »

Z-Rumors clalm that he plotted to murder hlS o%hﬁw1fe.8- What

o)
oL

. jwe know to be fact As that Sv1drlgaylov longs for Dunya,,ffz_ffhf

-Raskolnlkov 'S 51ster. He consplres to brlng her‘down to- e

e

8See N., IV, 11, 308 where:

ul'kherlla Alexanarovna, ]'*f R
SR es Marfa Petrovna's - .. -
"f;(SVLdrlgaylov s w1fe) death?to SV1dr1gaylov. Further, on
‘" p. 309 Peter. Luzhin attrlbutes another death to :

o Sv1dr1gaylov.;~? i




7 young

s Neverthele

hf hlS own corrupt level bv seduc1ng her and deba51ng a11‘“
Py * -.e\. . : :

'?ﬁf the v1rtues whrgh she possesses.,dh'w

The extent of Sv1dr1gaylov s perverseness 1s

Qt

| ev1denced by hlS 1nsat1ab1e lustsﬁor an 1nnocent,.31xteenfp”

?'Q year old g;rl._ He rellshes the prospect of“her deflowerlng.nsyb

ff When Raskolnlkov asks 1f he really 1ntends to marry the f*

ilady, Sv1dr1gaylov replles.ygﬁyl;;u}’

_jh--A chto zh° Nepremenno. V51ak ob o L

;. sebe sam promyshliaet- i vsekh veselell:ﬂ’“'“
.tot.i zhivet,. kto vsekh luchshe sebla

‘sumeet nadut'. Kha!. ‘kha! ‘Da ¢hto: . .

”g‘vy v dobrodetel'-to tak .vsem: dyshlom

AV A ekha11° ‘Poshchadite, batlushka, ia-
"»chelovek greshnyl., *he. khe., khe. R
\(P -N., VI, ivy 502) PR

Sv:irlgaylov revels 1n hlS self-lndulgent baseness..
there is a dlchotomy in hls own nature revealed
' by the fact 'hat he suffers remorse because of hlS w1qked

‘ 1nc11nat10ns. In order to escape thls sufferlng he comm;ts “73

- : . PR R .

su1c1de, j_;f:\"”“_mkvje i ,v‘; ?~; %

o Sv1dr1gaylov s su1c1de tends to supportﬂRozanov‘§ 7,F;,
contentlon that %hen man 1s allenated from the 1a£2 of |
llfe and death he* perlshes.5y¢;;. on neozhldanno chuvstvuet,,
chto v odnom meste pererval odnu iz taklkh nltel, 1adﬁ

. \

perervav-—kak—to stranno sam poglb;"g Sv1dr1gaylov s

su1c1de represen f;Qmere phy51ca1 seVerance from an'wf

T,

o ex15tence dev01d of splrltual meanlng.,“

- . -

9V. Rozanov, Legenda 0. vellkom 1nkv121toreAF M Dostoevskogo,;,
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"frressurectlon.ﬂ Sonya, ‘an’ extremely meek young woman who »;'j;ﬂ¢

'fkvalues the Christlan v1rtues of humlllty and sufferlng,p'”

gt gt EEEN

S e L N : ) ) i ot - Tt et R

Whereas Sv1drlgaylov becomes the demonxC‘manlfesta—ﬂ'f‘

tlon of arbltrary w1ll “Sonya,‘represents~suffer1ng and

e

+

‘-fsurrenders/herself to a 11fe of prostltﬁtlon. She does

1.¢thls in. order to support her stepmother and stepbrothers":
’ﬂiand smsters._ Wlthout her ard thlS destltute famlly could i;L» '

fffnot surv1ve. By lowerlnq herself to the most.degradlng

i*pteachlngs of the Gospel Desplte the fact that she endures

'herysoul.

ﬂfjevil

ﬁf:able to cope w1th her llﬁe.i She humbly accepts her suffer—“;;tﬁﬁ

'.€;1ng.} W1th rellglous fervor she %urns to God and the Gospels

B *slhs rder to Justlfy her exlstence and malntaln her'tlesnfy:::”
:jw1th humanlty. Sonya wants Raskolnlkov to recognlze

W'funlversal humanklnd. Thls 1[ﬁbrought out bv Ivanov when he

ey e ‘.»\.

':fllfe p0551b1e, Sonya accepts sufferlng.; She possesses an;ffn-*di

>unshakab1e falth 1n the 1nf1n1te w1sdom of the Lord and the_f:f7$»

'1 \ \

"'an ex1stence of 51n ahd shame,'she retalns the purlt yyf;jfjf*

yfsjls brought out by the narrator._¢\
e Ny : Vo \
‘*l;ves etot poZor, ochev1dno,fkosnu151a ee \:
~ tol'ko mekhanlcheskl, ‘hastoiashchii razvrat A\
. eshche ne. pronlk ni odnoiu kaplei'v ee CE
‘”serdtse-‘ n &to v1del, ‘ona. st01ala pered
nim nalavu...; (P N.;«IV, 1v, 336)

5fLord ' Only through her falth and consta';ﬁf;n

'“;discusses Raskolnlkov and Sonya. Ivanov malntalns that “ffc-""

Sonya restored Raskolnlkov to unlversal llfe. Accordlng to

) Ivanov a need for such a unlon 1s quite common 1n Dostoevsky s q@

PR I



St for Dostoevsky ‘the people 1tse1f
Cods the all-unlfylng,vunlversal ~human . J»
fg}prlnc1p1e, which, 'in all its 51nfulness/"_
-.and humlllatlon, embraces God and standsf_V'
.:_Qopposed to''isolated pegsonallty that 1s '

@ 1n confllct w1th God S .

k2

”5g¢of Raskolnlkov s struggle between good and ev11

g}f:Sv1drlgaylov consc1ously asserts hls destructlve.w1ll

ffleonya, on the other hand represents 1rrat10nal, emotlona
{ffalth 1n God s w1sddm whlch prov1des happlness and goodne
o ; . ‘, \ PRITIN

‘iqﬂln human ex1stence._ Raskolnlkov wavers between Sonya and

'f?Sv1dr1gaylov.; Whereas Sv1dr1gaylov commlts su1c1de to

'Vhpurge hlS soul Raskolnlkov, follow1ng Sonya s example,
Mpfseeks hls salvatlon ;n repentance and falth y

,...“ When Sonya sends\R\skonlkov to confess to the |
3ngpollce the struggle between Sv1drlgaylov and Sonya reache

. 1ts he:Lght Raskolnlkov hears %f Sv1dr1gaylov s su1c1de

§

'Sf{chto na nego kak by chto to upalo i ego prldaV1ioﬂf(P N.

44;hi§§aohjh

Sonya and Sv1dr1gaylov represent the two polarltles .

l

Ss-

S

*..jfrom the pollce andals shocked.l."Raskolnlkov chustvoval, H-”ﬁ

t;}\“. Sl ey

“Q'vl, v111; 555) He attempts to leave the pollce statlon, ff“'

n8.

:Jbutiencounters Sonya 1n the courtyard - It 1s 1mpossmble

HL;?for hlm to flee from her 1nv1nc1b1e fa1th~ fi.,\fifffﬁf

';#,vyshel vo-dvor. - Tut na dvore, . nedaleko-V
oot vykhoda, st01ala blednala@ vsia
. pomertvevshaia, Sonia i diko, diko na - -
“;{;nego posmotrela., On ostanov1151a pered{ﬂtf,

el

el

o 10,

‘-»On [Raskolnlkov, ] soshel vRiz- r'"73“‘;t5”4

VQ,IvanovL%Ereedom and the Traglc Llfe. .A7Studyiin-d?i*5



he 1

e

Nl e

”fnelu. Chto-to bol noe e 1zmuchennoer-

'~vyra21los v litse. ee, chto-to otchaiannoe.if'_ﬁﬁaﬁjjif

. Ona’ vsplesnula rukaml., ezobraznala, .
..’poteriannaia. ulybka: vydav1las na ego R
ustakh. -On. post01a1, usmekhnu151a i.
Coe povorotll naverkh, oplat"v kontoru."“
;}‘(P N., VI, v111, 585 56) '

Here Raskolnlkov succumbs to the emotlonal forces Whlchf“”
_jﬁhave prev1ously sought to domlnate 1n the dlchotomy of-;
o _hlS SOUl. . -‘_ . -. : S ; .

Raskolnlkov s passage to lee s v1brant flow 1s“

slow and palnful. He experlences dlfflculty 1n departlng ?] ,f:{v

ﬁrfrom hlS beloved theorles and formulas.' When he entersfwﬁ

’,;prlsOn he lS dlSllked by hlS 1nmates and caﬁ@ot cope w1th ,b'

- )
ig\

'viprlson 11fe.; Eventually he beglns to'accept the fact thatf_ S

not a "moral superman i He 1s not made of bronze

'~vf11ke'Napoleon._ Instead he belongs to the ordlnary class

ff: of people.v Thls adm1551on causes h1m to suffer greatly.a{{ffff:V

"'He can no longer malntaln hls 1nte11ectual theorles and

:uﬁffxnally, he frees hlmself from them.» He comprehends the .

}full extent of hlS angulsh through hlS 10Ve for Sonya.,r{%“*ﬁ<

7;The5F need to accept sufferlng through love and falth

”f'vbecomes olear to hlm. Suddenly the other prlsoners acceptf;f”ﬁf”

>5'hRaskoln1ggX,/'At long last he 1s reconc1led to Sonya-_”-"

'““'Da i chto étb se,‘vse muk1 proshlogo.

- Vseé, ‘dazhe prestupleﬁIE ego, dazhe’ prlgovor

. i ssylka: kazalis' emu’ teper’', v pervom L

' gporyve, kakLm—to vneshnlm,‘strannym, kak

by dazhe. i’-he’s nim sluch1vsh1m51a

- faktom.  On,. vprochem, ne:.mog v Etot

4‘,gvecher dolgo i post01anno o chem-nibud' =+, .

l”_dumat" sosredotochlt sia na chem-nlbud' e

-~ mysliu; da on ‘nichego by ‘i ne: razreshll_'=u_ S

S keper!. soznatel" 'no, -on. tol'ko chustvov I,\ S

'*,‘(P N., Ep;logue, 11, 573) SRR




f as‘!he people 1n hlS dream con51der themselves extra@bdlnarlly

.

‘R 1fest thelr W1ll and 1ntellec now becomes clear».,ﬂ Just
a{‘

Y

: emotlonal facets of hls nature.‘ Reallstlcally, he 51mply *~$;§ﬁ{u-

’ exclu51vely upon 1nte11ect._ Unfortunately, w111 degenerat-r7‘

Raskolnlkov s apocelyptlc dream 1n whlch PeoPle;fh?

-

w1se and 1nte111gent, so does Raskolnlkov when he comm;,s ?fftgiﬁﬁ
4nsf:ﬁf Ll

murder. . He reallzes that he dld not move human destlnyvt
' \ ! L. K

the New Jerusalem. Instead, he stubbornly asserted h: y

Wlll and valued only hls 1ntellect.' He consc1ously dl .u};h

v_.,_,._

oy

_ murdered an old pawnbroker., Accordlng to Merezhkovsky

' J;Raskol nlkov ublvaet starukhu, chtoby doka— ‘
zat' ‘sebe’ samomu, chto on uzhe "po‘tu ‘storonu-

"o .. .dobra-i zla", chto on--ne "drozhashchaia.tvar'",

Lea "vlastelln'";w No Raskol'nikov po zamyslu.
--Dostoevskogo, dolzhen- ponlat" chto osh1b51a,.-ﬁ='
_ ubil ne- "prlnt51p ‘a tol'kKo. starukhu, ne;
,j'-"perestupllz a. tol'ko khotel- perstuplt' BRPRRRI
<.'T kogda on. eto p01met-—dolzhen oslabet' i'a..‘;&
ispugat’ 51a, "vyiti na ploshchad'.i, stav\na S
kolenl, 1spovedyvat 51a pered tolpolu., _“\\

Raskolnlkov suffers 1n maklng hls publlc c0nfe551on and,;_f'“}

.

1ndeed he must suffer more than thls.,7"inf;"n]vdd-j-<

When,people assert thelr w111 they begln to rely g&af'

fi' 1ng 1nto 1ntellect often creates unreallstlc theorles

resultlng 1n chaos and dlsorder.. When free from the
comblned tyranny of w1ll and 1ntellect, 1t 1s poss1ble for

the human soul to apprec1ate the true beauty of God'

unlty w1th humanlty ; Sonya and Raskolnlkov enjoy 1nf1n1te e

e

llD Merezhkovskll, Tolst01 i DOStOeVSkll, _E Clt-.'V¢.jqo;’-‘
‘P 98. i — ORYERSr 2B =

Ce



;r:thelr hardshxp and sufferlng.'

.- Lo 4

";happlness 1n thelr falth and 1ove for God as well as 1n

;;‘zhlzn ,,1 v soznanll doLzhno bylo vyrabotat sia chto—to

“2sovershenno drugoe- (P N., Epmlogue,bll, 573)..'_¢,.

"Vmesto dlalektlkl nastuplla;“fflxﬂf



"QlfQV CHAPTER 111

THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV

In The Brothers Karamazov Ivan Karamamazov transforms

”ﬂ;Raskolnlkov s'"theory of the superman“ 1nto a dyﬁ%mlc

"fphllosophy 1n Wthh everythlng 1s permltted.f The Brothers

fiKaramazov takes many of the same 1deas portrayed in Crlme

[vand Punlshment and relnstates them 1n a- new, concrete form.
o Here”agaln we w1tness the reallzatlon of arbltrary wﬁfl f?

‘resultlng 1n chaés and dlsorder.‘ Just as Sv1dr1gaylov -

crd 1s the ev11 1ncarnat10n of Raskolnlkov s "moral superman"//j“'

e

'gSmerdyakov 1s Ivan s consc1ence 1n actlon._ Whereas Ivan

'-f~and‘Smerdyakov portray the ev1l manlfestatlon of w111

Lf:comblned w1th 1nte11ect, Fedor and Dmltrl Karamazov take
5'the path of unprldled corruption.J They areﬁoften content

'1h1n thelr v1ce._ They dlffer from Ivan in that they do not

;~agonlze over theorles Whlch would ratlonallze the basenessﬂf%_*vf

;'wlof thelr actlons.f Nevertheless, 1n the novel thelr self—,_f* “

:ffdﬁﬁﬁulgent acts are bound up w1th Ivan s theory that __3]_,57

-"everythlng 1s permltted"'? The result 1s the 51n of

v

nfffparr1c1de. Among the brothers 1t is Alyosha Karamazov

FWhO ba51ca11y escapes thlS eVll chaos.. lee the eldef%
?‘20551ma, he dlrects humanlty towards God s warmth and 1ove..v‘
;.gIn order to understand Alyosha s role as a 11ght sh1n1ng o

~.\., - N v

‘7fthrough darkness, 1t 1s most relevant to focus upon the

”»“overpowerlng ev11 and chaos Wthh throughout the novel

l ; ~

‘5fconst§htly endeavor tO deStroy h1m and those close to hlm.
T J"f’f&’» R - . .~ R .



~

Ivan Karamazov,.the 1ntellectua1, 1s Eossessed by

4

an ldea.z From the hypothe51s that God and 1mmorta11ty do
ﬁ not ex1st, Ivan concludes that everyt%%ng 1s permltted

, -Ivan malntalns that a bellef 1n lmmortallty of the soul

";flays the foundatlon for the love of one s fellow human be1ngs.iv7»

'3W1thout thls bellef people lose thelr falth 1n God and must '

j1neV1tab1y act counter to the ethlcal tenets of Chrlstlanlty.’ﬂkff

People begln to love lav1ng llfe more\than the meanlng of .

31t‘_ They thlrst for llfe s mqst sensual satlsfactlons.‘;Mr,f"

Mlusov explalns these ba51c tenets of Ivan s phllosophy Aas . :“m

”Q_follows.» L
; ;Malo togo~ togda nlchego uzhe ne budet
. AT beznravstvennogo, vse budet pozvoleno,
-, .ot . dazhe antropofaqlla. 'No. i ¥togo malo,
R " . on, [Ivan, C.A:1l zakonchil utverzhdenlem,
:chto dlia kazhdogo chastnogo lltsa a
~_?napr1mer kak by my: ‘teper', ne verulushchego
‘ni v boga, ni v bessmertle svoe, nrav-_lf
'stvennyl zakon prlrody dolzhen nemedl
+ izmenit'sia' v polnuiy protlvopolozhnos
L prezhnemu, religioznomu, i chto e901zm
.~ dazhe. do zlodeistva ne. tol'ko dolzhen
o _ 'j;byt' dozvolen cheloveku, no dazhe~ o
S e priznan neobkhodlmvm, samym razumnym ﬁ.‘*
. .71 chut'-1li ne blagorodnelshlm isKhodom -
‘v ‘ego polozhenll. (B. K., l II, vi,. 90)

Father Z0551ma hears Ivan =3 theory\and says that Ivan 1s
'either the most blessed or most unhappv person on earth

: He5has typlcallv sensed Ivan s character for the 1atter

'-;proves to be true.g Ivan is. ultlmatelv overwhelmed by the ‘;“ITW

7hconsequences of hls theory and eventually finds hlmself

fﬁ,fdrlven to the brink’ of madness.,f

o Ivan s. tale,u"The Grand Inqulsltor"l prov1des further

1n81ght 1nto his theorles.w Before Ivan narrates his tale \.j .
v / .



'”f.he and hls brother, Alyosha, 51t together 1n a tavern and

‘n‘dlscuss various facets of hlS phllosophy.”-‘

- ° e . . T
Here Ivan relates that desplte hlS confu31on and

hbﬁanx1ety he loves life. He states“‘ff,f'v; ;';‘,vi_ A
.:TJV;*"Fﬂ th'Zhlt' khochet51a, 1 ‘ia. zhlvu, khotla by i B v‘,f‘fyﬂf*
’gg% o oo vopreki. logike. Pust'’ ;dia ne veriu v ST
3'r§ﬁ;“fg“dﬁ¢por1adok veshchel,.no dorogl mne -kleikie,

. raspuska1ushch1e51a vesnoi llStOChkl,.
.. dorogo goluboe ‘nebo, dorog inoi - chelovek,

A '1kotorogo inoi. raz, poverlshf 1li, ne " L
v 7. -znaesh' za chto i liubish', . . . Tut ne ym, .
... 7 ne logika, tut nutrom, tut chrevom llublsh' .

e ﬁm_perVye Svoi. molodye sily” llublsh'~

_ _I(B K., 2 vV, 111, 288 89) » ) L

In splte of thlS ‘sensuous at\racllon to. llfe Ivan ,‘{f=

hflstlll contlnues to agonlze over the prohiems of good and .
-ev1l He remembers the elghteenth century phllosopher who :
remarked l"s 11 n'ex1s 1t pas Dleu 11 faudralt l'lnventer
}(B K., 2 V, 111, 294L} Ivan does not questlon whethg@

tGod 1nvented humanlty r. whether humanlty 1nvented God

'JAccordlng to hlm, such grandlose; hestlons surpass human_
'f;;comprehen51on.@ People only possesgggn Euclldean or
*flearthly ab111ty of thought Hence dllemmas concernlng the
h,;ex1stence of a hlgher splrlt are above them. Ivan malntalns_
that, 1ndeed he does belleve 1n eternal harmony, 1mmorta11ty
. of the soul and God Nevertheless he cannot accept Godgg
'creatlon, 1 e., a world full of angulsh and despalr."Hehrj'
Tsays to Alyosha-:r'
AR b; .V okonchatel nom - rezul tate ia mira
~~$ﬂmp._Etogo bozh'ego ~- ne prinimaiu, ‘khot' ‘i
# ¥ . znaiu, chto.on sushchestvuet, M ne .
u”dopuskalu ego Vovse.. Ia ne boga ne .

. prinimaiu, poimi ty Eto, ia mira,. im . o
: sozdannogo, m1ra to bozh ego ne. prlnlmalu,;

i




i ne mogu sogla31t sia prlnlat';
(B K., 2, V, 111, 295) e

Thus Ivan rejects a world that 1s full of ev11,;spec1f1callyu%'

sufferlng Rozanov refers to thls characterlstlc of Ivan

when he states~'

;My oplat' vstrechaem51a s oborotom myshlenlla,."

- sovershenno- nelzvestnym “tvar' ne otritsaet
‘Tvortsa. svoego, ona Ego prlznaet i znaet;

- ona’ vosstaetwprotlv Nego, - otritsaet tvorenie:
go i s nim;--. 'sebia, oshchutiv v porladke
etogo- tvoreniia nesovmest1mq9 s tem, kak
1menno sama ona sotvorena.,

»-

gﬁ\‘ Because Ivan rejects a world marred by needlesq?"
: sufferlng,'no ult1mate harmony wiﬁl serve to atone for

ThlS 1s the case 1n splte of hlS expressed bellef 1n the

.'»,

._:comlng harmony; ﬁaf;f ;l ; '; 3 "

e e sluch1t51a i 1av1t51a nechto do togo _
g ‘dragotsennoe, chto khvatit ego na vse

8 serdtsa, na. utolenie vsekh' negodovanll,'u
_ _ o 'yna iskuplenie . -vsekh - zlodeistwv lluder,;?.*

1 . .. wsei prolitoi imi ‘ikh krovi, Rhvati€, - : . :
S 'i-chtoby ne tol'ka bylo ‘vozmozhno prostlt"tafj”
no i opravdat' vse, ‘chto sluchilos’ s . SR
. 1liud'mi, -- pust'; pust' &to vse. budet S
i -iavitsia, no“ia- -to- etogo ne’ prlﬁlmalu\,,fgax""
i ne khochu prlnlat' ‘(g_g.,ﬂZ;,V, 111, e
“295) : , B o

‘ It 1s chlldren who serve as the prlme example of
needless sufferlng 1n Ivan s mlnd Thelr sufferlng motlvates
hlS agony over good and ev1l 1n God s world According to

hlm chlldren are 1nnocent ‘ They ‘are too voung to have :e

. tasted llfe s sensu pleasures. He relates to Alyosha
K

o several storles 1n whlch chlldren are made to endure"

lV.._Rozanov, Legenda‘of
92‘.' Clt., po 83

_likom inkvizitore F.M. DostOeVSKOQGAfﬁ

C



e

-tremendous sufferlng.%4 Trese paradoxes underlle hls refusal
to accept God's world He asks Alyosha-';

R “h_T' Skazh1 hne sam,prlamo,,la zovu tebla -—_ S
.. ¢ .- _otvechait ‘predstav', chto eto ty sam: S T
L R : vozvodlsh' zdanle sud by - chelovechesk01'j;@¢ S e
-5 tsel’ 1u v finale oschastlivit' lludel,“fg o
dat'  im} ‘nakonets, mir ‘i, pokoi, no dlia : ' -
etogo neobkhodlmo i nemlnuemo predst01alony'3-"'»y
"jby zamuchit®" vsego lish' odno tol'ko " SIS
: ;krokhotnoe sozdan' itse, vot .togo- samogo S
_»urebenochka, b-vsheqo sebla kulachonkom SO
A grud', i na neotomshchennykh s&ezkakh
ego osnovat' Eto zdanie, sogla51151a i

‘”_gfht . Q-ifﬂ by 'ty byt!' arkhitektorom na etikh. uslov1iakh "1';7j.'

skazh1 1 neé: lgl L (B K., 2, V, 1v,.308)

Alyosha s negatlve answer p01nts to a paradox whlch ?

i

”'3, 1s fundamental tb Dostoevsky s phllosophv, 1 e. the

’(

'wfllncompatrblllty of sufferlng and "collectlve happlness :on5

"_thls earth : Rozanov 1n Dostoevsky and the Legend of the

3 strand Inqulsltor dlscusses such a paradox when he savs of

'".Ivan s questlon to Alyosha-‘

s.Nel'21a kolebat sia'v otvete:: Jesii ?i:”'ﬂ

"chelovechestvo skazhet: . "da, moguf'ﬂf.?‘
flprlnlat'" ‘to ono:totchas zhe'l pere-
.. .. stanet. byt" chelovechestvom,."obrazom 1
~. podobiem Bozhiem", i obratitsia v . -
.. . sobranie’ zverel,_otvet zhe otr1tsatel'ny1

fT%%: 7-“"utverzhdaet i opravdyvaet otkaz ‘ot - ?;{135'”
.. - vechnoi garmonii, ~-"i tem vse’ obrashchaet i,

v kha0s... ;3; TR S e U_ﬁﬁja‘

*“1*- . .
The tale about the Grand Inqulsltor contalns a

’t;ng. The settlng of the tale 1s Sev111e durlng the tlme ofjs

' 2See B. K., where in. the chapter entltled "Bunt“é§2 V, 1v) o
Ivan glves several examples of chlldren S suffeflng.“.t RO

B P . . . - ) .‘4“;_4",_'A - /r .
' V. Rozanov,_Legenda o vellkom IRRV121tore F;M fDostoevskoqo, o
p.nlll._ PRSP : _ e S '




’dl world order as follows.osf;f1,~';;;;fggliﬁd;hﬂj'

the Spanlsh Inqulsltion.. Dur1ng thls perlod the Church

severely punlshed all peopleﬁwho questloned the valndlty of

.

) 1ts teachlngs., Jesus descended to earth in order to observe' h

T -'n

humanlty,ilHe radlated 1nf1n1te love and thus was recognlzed

| 'E. At th1s p01nt 1n the tale we meet the Grand f-?ﬁ :

o Inqulsltor who is descrlbed as’ fohJOWS.gl

~_jﬁto dev1anostoletn11 pocht1 starik, ;"dh_
;.vysokll g% ‘priamoi,’' s issokhshim litsom, . -
80 Vpalvml glazaml,‘no iz’ kotorykh , '
e gveshche _svetitsia,  kak ognennala 1skorka,
‘;'blesk (B, B:K., ﬁ"v, v 313) ~
- . e A L
When the Grand Ianl tor focused hlS eyes upon Jesus he
_ . .
was 1nfur1ated He commanded hlS guards to selze Jesus gnd

take Hlm to prlson. Late that nlght the Grand Inqulsltor

’,v151ted the prlsoner.s Here the Grand Inqulsltor engaged Ln

an 1ntr1cate monologue 1n wh1ch he advanced hlS ldeas on f

R Y

God gave people a gurde_whach taught them to lead

: ".-sf :

thelr llves 1n a proper manner, the Ten Commandments.

J“' Accordlng to-the Grand Inqulsltor, however, God soon

: good and ev1l

reallzed that through the Ten Commandments falth and 1ove

were not freely glven, but rather extorted ’ People

» submltted to God because they feared punlshment for

transgre551on of Hls laws.‘ God de51red that people should
love and respect Hlm of thelr own free w1ll He thus
blessed humanlty w1th Grace, the glft of freedom. People

became llberated for thev were free to choose between .

X

' The Grand Inqu1s1tor dlsapproves of God s glft of



"V,eréedom}f Freedom, in’ hlS oplnlon, leads to human despa1r7g7‘

f,and suffering,'ev1ls 1n thelr own rlght People are too'

| - R
'vweak to choose good when confronted by ev1l.v Due to thlS“f A

- jlnherent weakness, they enter a world 1n wh1ch thev are :'

' “~eknowledge of 11fe 'S purpose'HVh

a, P

“_deprlved of a- sense of God S'warmth and love,_ The Grand' R

Inqu151tor says to Jesu5°
vaazhala ego. [Man, C.A.] menee, menee - .0
by ‘ot nego i-potreboval, a $to bylo
.. by blizhe k liubvi, ibo legche byla; by _
- nosha. .ego. On slab i podl ' (B K. 2,
-_ V, Vi 322) . ‘ R
In the akand Inqulsltor s scheme people, unable to

;»Vbear the ch01ce between good and ev11 turn"to mlracle\and T-Jl"

‘s‘mystery.l Here he acknowledges the fact that people need

f'..-. .

fmore than phv51ca1 sustenance whlch 1n the story 1s symbollzed

- Pt
'-3by earthly breaéﬁ) They seek thelr creator and the meanlng

fﬁ,of the1r¢ex1stence. He empha31zes the human need for a h f. o

W

Selpt

‘”vbeo taina bytlla chelovecheskogo ge v. tom, . *'ff77“ff,1
chtoby tol'ko zhit', a v tom, dlia: chego R

orzhitts Bez - tverdogo predstavlenlla sebe,-
- dlia chego emu ‘zhit', chelovek ne sogla51t51a
© . zhit' i .skoree: distrebit sebla, chem ostanetsia -
~'na- zemle, khotla by krugom ego" vse: byll u-‘“@- :
fi,ukhleby., Eto tak; no chto zhe vyshlo:z' . = -
. vmesto togo chtob ovladet' svobod01 lludel,n o
R A2 [Jesus, C.A.] uvellchll im ee eshche
- "bol'she! ~Ili ty zabyl, chto. spok01stv1e ~g Do
- i-dazhe smert'. cheloveku dorozhe svobodnogo%g&%w%
' yybora v poznanll dobra i zla? Net nichego ™ ".:: .
obol'stitel'nee ‘dlia cheloveka’ kak . svoboda,~“-f ST
l‘ego sovestl, no net nichego i- much1te1 nee. '
(B K., 2 ' v, 320 [Empha51s added, Cae A ])

i Thus out of compa551on for humanlty the Grand Inqulsltor

i further renounces God s glft of freedom.,f_~'5Vf-7uft

]

By correctlng God s mlstake, 1 e., by denylng



e
4

'H'freedom, the Grand Inqulsltor and hlS followers endeavor LT

o to do'"good"’bw eradlcatlng human sufferlng Accord;ng to'

e

(
‘the Grand Inqulsltor soc1al order should be based upon
fmlracle, mystery and authorlty He establlshes these forces ;%;l

ﬂand thus hopes to relleve people of thelr burden of freedom. 1_5

:?gtIn h1s svstem people are no longer requlred to thlnk The

I jof splrlt 1ncluding the ch01ce between good an&$ev1l he

.gv;Berdlaev in The Ru551an Idea.4} Ivan S tale 1llustrates“":

_ngrand Inqulsltor thlnks tbrough and solves all ?roblems.f;

"iIn thls way he creates good symbollzed bw ﬁcollectlve

)

fhapplness" '"yufu;‘”r'Y*@_j;_“'

Because the Grand Inqu151tor denles pigple freedom ,:f.?:

'r:iemerges as - the true Antlchrlst 1n the sense advanced by

Y "¢*\;

?_.g:the duallstlc struggle between Chrlst and Antlchrlst, good Qj;f

Fland ev11,.wh1ch accordlng to Berdlaev 1s common to

PP

-7Dostoevskv s novels. . R
.: . on [DostOevSkv, C A 1 prlzvan bvl v
[kontse novoi ‘istorii, u ‘poroga - kakoi-to

- novoi mirovoi épokhl raskryt' v cheloveke

“-bor 'bl naghal bogo-chelovechesklkh if BT
“cheloveko-bozheskikh; khrlstovykh i 'Jf'“'

~ antikhristovykh, .. : . 2lo iavliaetsia « i’ '.rov
v Obllchll dobra- i~prel'shchaet. Obraz-g S
- Khrista i antikhrista, Bo 0¢cheloveka S SR
i chelovekoboga dv01t51a.- e T R

| Seéfp. 12, Footnote 23 of thlS study where Berdlaev advancesy{
the prlnc1ple of the Antlchrlst. R ‘ B :

' _4 p R @ .
5N.,Berdlaev, erosozertsanle Dostoevskogo,-op..c1t.,-hf?~=*

Pe 57 T T R B :

: P



. ‘ : Y _ . L
At thlS po1n+ the Grand Inqulsltor presents us
. \ .

= w1th a perplex1ngm51tuat10n.f He dlsdalns people 1n thelr.:”t'

}fweakness, but at the same tlme«hopes to 1mprove thelr earthly
;;7cond1t10n by eradlcatlng human sufferlng.' Rozanov éﬁpresses

oy

'fzathls dlalectlc well when he states-z

L ";3; v nei [Ivan s legend1 C A’ Te
Lo : my nakhodim" glubokoe soznanle chelovechesk01 L Cen
: 1'~-’**;yslabostl,.qranlchashchee s prezrenlem k ﬂf;,v', R
- chelovekuyy,. i odnovremenno liubov, k,‘a: c SRR
. nemuy prost1ra1ushchu1u51a -do gotovnostl . S }-4
~ostavit'' Boga i p01t1 razdelit' unizhenie - . - ”',;‘%g_
" cheloveka, zvérstvo i glupost' ego, no o vijltg*
i vmeste -—_stradanle., HRIRTITEE N }-‘ R

: Ivan in: "The Grand Inqulsltor“ ’,presents the pr1nc1pJe

h’@COf the Antlchrlst.' He attempts to solve the eternal problem .

"\’l:of~eV1l 'symbollzed by human sufferlng.' H1s Grand Inqulsltor

. w1shes to alter human destlny by depr1V1ng people of freedom

}}fof ch01ce between good and ev1l ‘whlch is tanamount to ;g::‘f’_*5

”;nspirltual treason.- As a result of" hls theory Ivan hlmself

2

_ renounces GOd and thus experlences a mental breakdown..ﬂThe_:Lffadﬁ

'comblned assertlon of hlS w1ll and 1ntellect 1ead 1rrebocablv

" ‘v‘to sufferlng and despalr._ Zenkovsky 1n‘"DostoevskV s

f'Rellglous and Phllosophlcal Vlews" dlscusses Dostoevskv s

jcharacters, espec1allv Ivan and Raskolnlkov, who turn away

*

7'd’from God- and yleld to the comblned ev1l of the w111 and

o 1ntellect:},;?

o e man cannot 1n fact evade the Goodr:and

wylf hav1ng ylelggd to the free play of hlS pa551ons, he n>'i~ L

V. Rozanov, Legenda o vellkom 1nkv121tore F M Dostoevskogo
P 182. Ll G : .




X o

d'turns hls back on the good, a. tormentlng dlsease of the

7‘"

'Fysoul beglns in. h Whereas Raskolnlkov eventuallv

'32¢exper1ences resurrectlon, Iva;%s splrltual CtlSlS 1s never -

B Y RS
& . . R y:'t i } . R .‘.- e . : “ o . . -
_exp11c1t1y resolved 1n the nOVel*t T SRR '

Smerdyakov,_Ivan s double 1n actlon, hlghllghts the

vv,t,struggle taklng place w1th1nﬁ@yan sﬁ%brmented soul.rk _‘,:?.,

""))l»

15V1drigaY10v represents the ev11 manlfestatlon of Raskolnlkov sf*f

A

f,“theory of the superman h Smerdyakov becomes the soldler of

;,Ivan s 1ntellectual powers.; Smerdyakov Ln h;s reTatlonshlp

.-to Ivan 1s 111ustrated by severalu51tu,tlons. Both

":

“fsmerdyakov and Ivan are often ﬁestlned to share 51m11ar_”ffffui

ﬂ*experlences., However, those events Whlch heﬁl‘rf_”d E

-« .

’1'happen to Smerdyakov 1n the,most rldlculous manner.iJﬁothr'

"fﬁmen are sons of Fedor Pavlov1tch Karamazov.; Whereas

;7;¢Smerdyakov is- a. bastard, the 1lleg1t1mate son of a half

’In¥w1t, St1nk1ng leaveta (leaveta Smerdlashchala), Ivan 1s-,

~ia true he1r to the old man s estate. He 1s born from a _§ﬂ?
’1eglt1mate unlon.v _ _‘:‘. | “f .h' h 7”.. . |
» At the tlme of the murder both Smerdyakov and Ivan_'ﬁ“'w
g seemlngly dlsappear.. Smerdyakov felgns an eplleptlc flt
t:whlle Ivan dlsappears from the entlre scene._ He travels'
‘fh;to Moscow.- However,'ln reallty they are both present at thejﬁ«
o murder For. Smerdyakov commlts the crlme and Ivan w1lls hlm |
::to act;.' r : 'j | -_ u S y \
rfﬁv After the pafr1c1de Smerdyakov falls so 111 that

s -

V. Zenkovsky;]"Dostoevsky s Rellglous and Phllosoph1Ca1 _
" Views" in:z Dostoevsky: - A Collectlon of Crltlcal Essavs,_-
" op. git., pp. 135-6. - - . : : -
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;he wavers between l1fe and death ﬁ\\has never before’ E

Iexperlenced such severe attacks of ep11epsy.~ Condemned to B
f;a 51ck bed, he stndles French vocabulary Ivan also loses @jF
5ftouch w1€h reallty after-the murder. He 15 horrlfled at hlS

‘\a,

”:consc1ous de51re for hls father s death.‘ He suCCumbs to a ;[
;ffnightmaré and falls 1nto a hallu01natorvsstate 1n whlch he;b
71 18 tormented by the dev11._ Flnally after Smerdyakov commlts .
.{on:su1c1de,:Ivan becomes so 111 that he makes a complete foolj,
ktout of hlmself 1n the courtroom. Smerdyakov and Ivan thusff:

t'-form a symblotlc relatlonshlp in whlch Smerdvakov sucks

"ﬂ,from Ivan hlS hlghest 1deas, vulgarlzes them and uses themﬁ-"‘

‘:to brlng about eV11 ?;g ;ff:l: 'p\
Smerdyakov accuses - Ivan of be1ng the 1nstlgator ofh;jvu
» wthe parr1c1de., He taunts and torments Ivan w1th the 1dea

R

_hthat 1t was Ivan who commltted the crlme. He says\to Ivan-V"l

- ff.'.<;.; vy v1novny vo vsem-s, 1bo pro L
C o wbivstvo vy znali~s i.mne: ublt' poruch111 s,

a. saml, vse znamshl, uekhall. ‘Potomu ‘i .

 khochu vam ‘v sei veche# ®to v glaza .

" dokazat', chto glavnyi ubivets vo vsem.

o, 2des' - edinyi. vy-s, a ia: tol'ko. samyl_ﬁ\‘;'

.-+ fie glavnyl, khot'" Sto i ja‘ubik. A S
“L.vy samyi zakonnyi ublvets 1 est" R
(B K., 4, XI,.v111, 150) ' e

-.aSmerdvakov actlvely feflects Ivan s 1nner consclousness for
he 51mp1y acted out what Ivan de51red ; : U
Whereas Ivan glyes hlmself over to 1ntellectuaL
:’concerns, Fedor and Dmltrl Karamazov 1ndulge 1n 1mmoral
{3schemes and unbrldled sensuallty.i Rakltln, a novice 1n theﬁ
-‘local monastary, deflnes the Karamazov 1nst1nct whenipe

"b'

1fsays to Alyosha.""Ved"l ty Karamazov. Ved' v vashem




L di%&les and derldes all V1rtues. He forever plays th

'3fnorm, he 1ndulges inm anythlng that promlses sensual

lfpart of a buffoon.‘ The narrator savs of hlm*

satlsfactlon.. Rozanov descrlbes these characterlstlcs of

iy e

“:semelstve sladostrastle do vospalenllé.dovedeno"“:(B,Ky;»?fh'a

i
Fedor Karamazov denles all soc1a1'"norms"" qu'

(-

e

x T”No delstv1tel no Fedor Pavlov1ch vsiu R
- -zhizn' svoiu liubil predstavliat® 51a,'f; el
'Ivdrug pr01grat' pred -vami kakuiu-nibud':
o rol', i, glavnoe, bezo: v31ak01 1nogda Lo
5nadobnost1,.f_. (B Kl, l I, 16 17)

:He often leads people “to the pomnt of despalr. Because he.j

) ‘wfﬁdoes not exhlblt se%%—respect or belleve in. any restrlctlng

' siFedor Karamazov when he wrltes';“

7~l of the soul

-
L

_lFedor Karamazov s burlesque and often grotesque actlons

"', Starlk Karamazov--eto kak by s1mvol
: ,stmertl i razlbzhenlla, vse st1kh11 ego
. .dukhovnoi prirody ‘tochno’ poteriali
.:skrepllalushchll tsentr, i my: chuvstvuem
- trupnyi. zapakh kotory1 on- rasprostranlaet o
. 'soboiu.., . Vskryta ‘glavnaia '€go cherta, .
, ;;otsutstv1e vnutrennel sderzhlvalushchelniif
“~. normy, ‘i, kak sledstvie- Etogo--* T
",obnazhennala pokhot' na vse, s. nag101
e wfusmeshk01 V- otvet ‘kazhdomu, . kto vstal
lﬂw bv pered nim s, ukorom. AR

'fglve further expre551on to the 1dea that, 1ndeed ,everythlng

' ~1s‘8erm1tted 1f there is ‘no- beﬁlef 1n God or 1mmorta11tv ur"

it

Dm1tr1 Karamazov, somewhat llke his father, leads'h-'

8V. Rozanov, Leg;nda ) ve11kom 1nkv121tore F M Dostoevskogo,
p. 61 2. . _ v R _

.
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a 11fe of 51n and 61551pat10n, one that causes chaos and

dlsorder _in the llves of people surroundlng hlm.J Pa551gn:,‘

and sensualmty 1ead Dmltrl to the brlnk of despalr.‘ Unllke

hlS father, he acknowledges a terrlble battle between good

and ev1l raglng ln hls tormented soul.v He dlscusses w1th
Alyosha the 1deals of Sodom (ev1l) and the beauty of the
Madonna (good) He explalns hls 1dea to Alvosha--

Perenestl ia prltom ne. mbgu, chto 1n01,
‘vysshii dazhe serdtsem: chelovek i s
' umom vysoklm, nachinaet s .idéala Madonny,.
a konchaet ‘idealom Sodomskim: ‘Eshche -
_,'"strashnee kto uzhe s idealom Sodomskim-
Q‘v dushe ‘ne otritsadet i ideala Madonny,‘
i gorit ot nego serdtsé ego, i voistinu
. gorit, . .. . Uzhasno tox chto krasota
- est' ne tol'ko strashnaia, no i _
‘tainstvennaia veshch', | Tut a'i v}l~
. s bogom boretsia, a.pole bitv ; e
z;~serdtsa lludel., (E_E}'7Lf-III 111, 138 39)

Dm1tr1, lndeed 1s hogglfred at hls condltlon. He does.

not truly de51re to assert hls w1ll and yleld to the f

forces of ev1l Rather hlS sensual Karamazov 1nst1ncts,-fr

coupled w1th a v1olent w1llful nature, compel him to work

Dm1tr1 s acknowledgement of good and beauty

ultlmately lead h;m to sufferlng and ressurectlon.af'

Eventually he and Grushenka w111 make a new llfe for them—' .

selves.n Only through sufferlng may Dmltrl purge hlmself

of hls ev1l past Accord1ng>to Ivanov~ 3"This pa551onate
L

‘:element in Dmltrr's nature had to seek 1ts purlflcatlon

f 1n sufferlng, because eue\?thlng must suffer that breaks

Y



'?ﬁﬁaway from the. prlmary source of Belng;ﬂgz Because he de51red
: . ‘

.the death of hlS father and because of his ev1l past fllled

gl

5uxf:w1th drlnklng and carous1ng, Dm1tr1 reallZes that he must

"o.‘ o

‘frepent.' He crles out-‘”

e . vse my zhestoPl, ‘vse mv 1zv%rg1, 'f.~"
v-hvse plakat'_zastavllaem liudei, materei
i grudnykh detei, no iz vsekh--pust'ff -
""uzh tak budet- resheno teper'-=iz - - T L
- vsekh ia samyi podly1 gad'g Pust'l . ' '
: Kazhdyl .den' moei zhizni ia, biia’ sebla
. v grud', .obeshchal 1sPrav1t'51a i
- ‘" kazhdyi den" tvoril vse te: zhe pakostl.
S Ponimaiu teper’, chto na takikh, kak
.ia, nuzhen udar’, udar. sud'by, chtob
_zakhvatlt' ego .kak v arkan.i skrutlt'_
vneshneiu® 51101.. Nikogda, . nlkogda ne’
. ' _— podnialsia. by "ia sam ‘soboi! ' No.grom.
L ... - grianul, ' Prinimaiu muku- obv1nen11a i
N L fvsenarodnogo pozora moego, postradat".’
“‘Khochu i stradaniem:ochishchus'! . . .
L vPrlnlmalu kazn ne za to,,chto ubll
8o o . ego, a za to, chto khotel ubit' i, ) S
S Y7 - mozhet byt!, v samom dele ubll by...ﬁ"{,';] G
(B.K., 3, IX,-1x, 630 631) LT A

v;Through sufferlng and punlshment Dm1tr1 w1ll purge hlmself”

'of hls past and enter God 'S earthly par%glse., This is

'g@“brought out by'Rozanov when he relates Dmltrl 'S condltlon_ -

.

';'tho the human cond1t10n~-‘:

L .A'[" fDm1tr11u suzhdeno vozrodit' sia k zhlznl,_-»
R . cherez stradanie on ochlst1t51a- e e
. 'V btoi zhazhde bytiia i v heutolimoi=zhe
T ,'zhazhde stat' dost01nym ‘ego khotia by
‘cherez stradanie,. opiat’ ugadana ,
~ Dostoevskim clubochalshala cherta , R
- 1stor11,.sama1a sushchestvennala,;;' T
;byt' mozhet tsentral'naia.  ‘Edva-1i
ne v: nei.odnoi ‘eshche sokhranilsia = .
r;gv cheloveke pereves dobra nad zlom, S

PN
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fJ{fW\gva Ivanov, Freedomfand Z;e Trag;c Llfe- A study in’
’ : Dostoevsky, op. cit., .g. 40. TSR




'jf'BecauSe '

| perpetuated by hlS famlly he glows llke a. refreshlng ray

~and' s

- :-.10

SD

?viv kotoroe on tak strashno pogruzhen,» '
‘kotorym iavliaetsia kazhdyi .. " '
‘:_edinlchnyl ego. postupok, vsiakaia ~

| ego mVsl'“ 'No pod nimi, pod vseiu. Sl .:”‘_..'we
.~ griaz' 1u,_v ‘tine kotoroi polzet aj'j; T
" chelovek’ tselye tyslacheletlla, Vel -;,p.f,

% neutollmala zhazhda vse—tak1 ‘polzti
i kogda n1bud' -uvidet' zhe svet--
S vysoko podnlmaet cheloveka nad N S,
o vsediu prlrod01u, ‘est' zaldg . S _!lﬂjdV'
“«— ... - neokonchatel 'noi ego" glbell ‘sredi- B
T v51akogo stradanlia kaklkh by to P I
ni bylo bedstv11. ‘ , e

"z At thlS p01nt¢Alvosha s role as a- llaht shlnlng ;

‘through darkness becomes clear.i Amldst the chaos aﬂa horror

'3ﬁie

rof»sunshlne Alyosha orlglnally choses to become a- monk
'V"because the calllng struck h1m as the wav out of the darkness'

”'wof ev1l 1nto the llght of love.: The narrator comments-

-

”Prezhde vsego ob"lavllalu,'chto etot
, ’lunosha, Aleshaq byl vovse ne fanatlk,_ : .
. po—mqemu po kra1ne1 mere, ‘dazhe ‘i . “,;Kg".'
ne mlstlk vovse., Zaranee. skazhu moe LT R
. polnoé mnenieé: bylo on" prosto rannii L sl
.ﬁchelovekollubets, 1 esli udarilsia na - - o
:;monastyrskulu dorogu, to’ potomu tol ko,
" chto.v to. vremia ona:, odna pora211a ego. -
i predstav11a emu, tak skazat', ideal’
. .iskhoda rvavsheisia iz ‘mraka mirskoi- s
. zloby k: svetu llubv1 dush1 ego. (B K.,"“
'-l, I,.1v, 26) : :

s

'Alfosha s consc1ous de51re to allev1ate Suffering |

_er humanlty towaras God he becomes a monk In thls ~

k;;way he i symbol of Chrlst llke good in the novel.» The

P ]

: narrator speaks w1th reverance of Alyosha who was' to be . -":lv i%{

. the central hero of DOStoevskv 'S work as. orlglnally concelved

v . * o

-~ ¥
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V. Rozanov; Legenda o vellkom 1nkv121tore F M Dostoevskogo’b -,
p. 63 4 : ) — -




d, 1ndeed there can be no doubt concernlng the lmportant

,\h,_drolg he plays 1n the novel as lt has come down to us.,

Nevertheless Alyosha S ch01ce of the path to good

ﬂﬂlls 1n 1arge part due to the great 1nfluence of the elder

. ,.".’
. 20591ma, a major bearer of Chrlstlan 1deals 1n the novel

,}%aﬂ-Father 20551ma 1mpresses Alvosha w1th hls splrltual con—f'

7v1ct10ns, i. e., hls standlng for actlve love and the . :72- -

establlshment of a Chrlstlan state.- Alyosha expresses hlS'
, . . / " .
7adm1rat10n for Father Z0551ma and hlS 1deal,when he savs

. ,'\_
o)

hvofjhlmzwﬁ Vo
. . R : ,./7;‘-: : .
‘l¥se ravno, on [Father 20531ma, C A ] sv1at v ego
"serdtse taina obnovlenlla dlla vsekh _ iy
ta moshch' kotorala ustahoV1t nakonets, _ ~»?
o 'pravdu na- zemle, i budut- ﬁﬁe sv1aty,

“budut liubit' drug druga,;i ne bhudet n1 : ' o
: bogatykh, ni bednykh; ni- Vszyshalushchlkh51a,,‘j‘
‘ni unlzhenndh,‘a budut vse - kak deti .
“bozhii i. nastuplt nast01ashchee tsarstvo_y
':=Krlstovo. (B K., 1,‘1, v, 42) Lot

oty o

',Thls 1deal is. to be understood as the Chrlstlan alternatlve

‘h;to a god%@gs, soc1alls_:state, "the tower of Babel"'

Eather 20551ma s pr1nc1ple of actlve love 1s
'ftransrated 1nto reallty 1n the novel He helps brlng about

~happ1ness 1n several 1nstances. AIn the chapter entltled L

~a

i "Veruxushchle baby (B K.,;l !Il; 111) he restores peace
Wi ko the hearts of several oeasant.womenq In the follow1ng -
5§@fhphichapter,'"Malovernala dama (B B.K., 1, II, 1v), 1t 1s
?~{;Z'Qsdggested that he has a curatlve effect on Llse and he
~é'}hxlnstructs the doubtlng Madame Khokhlakov 1n the v1rtdes ﬁ‘§«ft
y Of Chrlstlan love and obedlence. Hls ablllty to dlvineh_ :Q

and allev1ate the splrltual pllght of‘the multltudes who Ql




.‘ \

throng to hlm expresses both the need for and the power of
Chrlstlan falth"' . flf{_d" :'i i

It 1s Father Zossrma s 1deas concernlng .a Chrlstlan

&)

‘state that p01ﬁt to hlS 1deal of good. In the chapter
entltled "Budl, budl'" (B K., l II, v) Father Zoss1ma

expresses hlS bellef that 1n order for true harmony and

un1Versal happxness to relgn on thls earth the Chrlstlanf

church, the embodlment of tradltlonal values concernlng

good and ev1l must encompass the state; He 111ustratesi
thlS V1ew 1n h1s dlscu551on of crlme, sufferlng and re-
;-'ﬁf generatlon. Father Z0551ma malntalns tth 1n present dayd
“gﬁfoc1ety the crlmlnal 1s not dlrected tOlthe path of

- eternal salvatlon.j Instead soc1ety banl the crlmlnal andf'j'
( . ] . v
'_1gnores hlS most ba51c needs, i e., repentance and

hz'regeneratlon.‘&ﬂn order to reunlte the crlmlnal w1th
Chrlstlan ethlcs, %%e Church must take over the state

Thus the crlmlnal would experlence severe remorse because;rw'

a crlme agalnst the state is-a cr\me agalnst Chrlst.‘ The:‘
L crlmlnal w111 recognlze hlS own. need to repent and return
KFO God. ThlS is 1nd1cated in Father Z0551ma s follow1ng

‘hStatements: _p,'a”‘Aii’ bl’ih" .pc'_ii | ’

o o o ==ved' esll by ‘teper’' ne'bYlo
. Khristovoi. tserkV1, ‘to ne bylo by -
' prestupniku- nlkakfgo i uderzhu v
. zlodeistve 'i dazhe kary za nego
potom, to est' kary nastoiashchei,.
ne mekhan1cheskox, kak oni skazali
fﬁselchas, i kotoraia llsh' razdrazhaet -
v bol'shinstve sluchaev serdtse, a ,'f'
- nastoilashchei kKary, edlnstvenn01 '
deistvitel' n01, edlnstvenn01 L o S
ustrashalushchel i. umlrotvorlalushchel, BT



response to Ivan s theory that "everythlng is permltted“

“:zakliuchaiushcheisia v soznanri'v_u N
fvsobstvennoi sovesti,, (B K., l,_II; v, 83)

.. He further

48

adds-

ESll chto i okhranlaet obschestvo dazhe *i o
v nashe’ vremia i 'dazhe samogo- prestupnlka

1sprav11aet i v . drugogo cheloveka -

pererozhdaet, to to opiat'-taki’ edlnstvennoT'

_llsh'.zakon Khristov, skazyvalushchllsla

4 soznanll sobstvennoi sovesti.  Tol'ko -

' soznav -svoiu:vinu kak syn Khrlstova
,obshchestva, to eét' tserkv1, on'

soznaet i wvinu.svoiu pred samim:

‘obschestvom, to est' pred tsexrkov' 1u.

'jTaklm obrazom; pred odnoiu tol'ko

i . o
‘tserkov'iu. sovremennyl prestupnlk»l S

sposoben soznat' vin: svoiu, a ne‘to.

chto pred gosudarstvom. Vot esli by
.sud prinadlezhal obshchestvu kak
tserkvi,- togda.by ono znalo, kogo'

- vorotit' iz otlucheniia i oplat"

prlobshchlt' k sebe. .(B.K., 11, II).V}
83 -4)- - .*':; S

)

Father 20551ma, llke Dostoevsky, uses crlme to 3

N
IR .
PAN A

demonstrate the need ﬁor the establlshment of the Chrlstlan

"mM1,MM1

prelude to thé above c1tuy

v

r,‘~\

- church upon earth as the embodlment of Chrlst-llke good

It 1s 1nterest1ng to note that in the chapter

fr*
*fln Wthh Ivan occu 1es a
-

'.\hher 20551ma, serves~as a

20551ma s statements, 1ndeed serve as an'appropriate

Ivan malntalns that everythlng 1s permltted when people

gno 1onger belleve 1n God- and 1mmorta11ty ot *he soul

'by afflrmlng Chrlst s Church

vxn human soc1ety.- It is prec15ely thls Church agd the"

N

frksvby the‘elder. Father

ce

'fZ0551ma agrees, but he counters the drlft of Ivan's theory

{

1ts splrltual power and place .

1deal of Chrlst whlch promlse to save people»from dlsbellef

a

_ S
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and 1ts ev1l consequences.' d!!ﬁg w&th Father Z0551ma, 1t f:.
1s Alyosha who most serves to glve act1ve expre351on of‘
rﬁkhls view in the novel. . “'.lfgn__;Q o "'/v' | |
| V Throughout the novel Alyosha endeavors to help hls

. fellow hqméhs."Hls ald is actlve.l When confronted by
‘fj‘sufferlng Alyosha does not 51mply lament upon people s
'foate."Instead he plunges 1nto act1v1ty |
S e ~serdtse Alesh1 ne moglo vynos1tf_
.+ . neizvestnosti, potomu- chto kharakter
- liubvi ego byl vsegda deiatel! nyi. o
Liubit' passivno on ne mog,’ VOleUblV,’
- on totchas zhe prlnlma151a i pomogat"
(B K.,v2 v, -v, 235) P . :
‘iAlvosha in hlS de51re to help people seeks to lmprove the
~3human condltlon e [P , , .
"-}y Both Ivan and Alyosha 1n thelr afflrmatlon of God'

'-ex1stence, questlon the nece531ty of human sufferlng. As

P

.:fiwe already mentloned Alyosha responds negatlvely to” Ivan s'tV' .

“.,questlon conc‘nlng an edlfé'hce to human happlness.ll. Ivan

'jfdoes not reallze that hlS tormenting questlons lead people

v e ',

B fto God The paradox he expressed 1n "The @rand Inqu451tor"f*,”t"h

t

‘represents the key to human salvatlon from eternal ev1l

"_fBoth Alyosha and Ivan come to recognlze the problem of
Cl b
e-p[ev11 and human sufferlng in- its relatlonshlp to God and

5“ good Whereas Ivan succumbs tL hls theory and s“ffers ,ﬂ

j{temporary 1nsan1ty, Alyosha dlrects hlS though+, and actlons

Hsee p. 35 of this study. - . |



.'?;trod the dlfflcult path of sufferlng is destlned to en—”"

,‘the path to God

“humanlty of ev1l and steer 1t to good

"to'GOd} ”Berdiaev-in Dostoevskv*sfworldview,”Whiiefexanining'

IVan s madness, dlscusses the 1dea that, indeed;;eVilhservésﬂ~;ﬁ-

as an afflrmatlon of the ex1stence of God -Heywrites:;;i L '1“;“0

?

'Bog imenno’ potomu i est , chto est! zlo .
‘1. stradanie v mire, sushchestvdvanle '
.zla _est' dokazatel’stvo.bytiia Bozh'iego. T A T
Esli by mir byl iskliuchitel'no dobrym -~ . = . 0
"1 blagym, to Bog byl by.ne nuzhen, to = o
mir byl by uzhe bogom.- Bog est' potomu,”
chto est' zlo.. Fto znachlt,-cthABog e
,est' potomu, chto est' svoboda.f. L

' Ev11 becomes that force whlch sustalns freedom to choose,'°“

N

In The Brothers Karamazov good and ev1l as well as m,fjhﬂf

I

h‘human sufferlng, serve to afflrm God s ex1stence. When;_d

”'an 1nd1v1dual endures ev1l and sufferlng he experlences'y

God. Fedor Karamazov 1s so content 1n h1s V1ce that he&ff

forever loses 51ght of God | Both Dmltrl‘hnd %lvosha f'é

Y

7.Karamazov apprehend the exrstence of good Dmltrl must endure R

o sufferlng in- order to achleve regeneratlon. Alyosha who has

L

1ejoy God s warmth. He has overcome ev1l and thus W1th the

- -

fald of Father 20551ma serves as an example of actlve love

e

“in. the novel Sufferlng 1ndeed 1s°a Very 1mportant concept

'<,1n Dostoevsky s phllosophy.. In 1t 1s the power to purge

““N. Berdiaev, Mirosozertsanie Dostoevskogo, p. 86. . -

Ut



'h,”jl#;fsi-i;f”; CHAPTER IV

-~};‘1;rﬁ;‘_ DEATH oF THE GOBS - L
£ As we mentloned 1n the 1ntroductlon to thlS thes1s,

;Merezhkovsky percelved European c1v1llzatlon as based on‘];<7

’:fantlthetlcal Chrlstlan and pagan bellefs. In brlef these

or—

1nvolved meekness obedlence andqulrlt on the one hand

7
‘,/

.and darlng,_deflance and corporealness on the other.:rin"'

.;J.hls trllogy, Chlrst and Antlchrlst Merezhkovsky endeavors

hto synthe31ze these two confllctlng tendenc1es. Berdlaev

- in- The Ru551an Idea mentlons Merezhkovsky 1n thls connectlon-h~

_ ’On [Merezhkovsky, C.A: ] strem1t51a k s1ntezu

. -khristianstva i. 1azychestva i oshibochno-

. ‘otdzhestvliaet ego s sintegom dukha i v,?ff
0. -ploti. Inogda ostaetsia vpechatlenie . ' i
“ . .chto on khochet SLnﬁlerovat' Khrmsta”if_‘»“
-'-.n‘antlkhrlsta. : B

‘“?A synthe51s of the 1atter, i. e., Chrlst and Antlchr}st??i
"fwouid be tantamount'to a synghks;s of good and evil as:,z
a_nthese were understood by Dostoevs;y and in. trad%flonal'),
'hiChrlstlan doctrrhe;rf;igffv{fff B Nk ~

T AR LTy ¢* S
The phra51ng of Berdlaev 's concludggé s@ntence 1sj

o

"1nd1cat1ve of a problem in treatlng Mere{gkovsky s works,;:

o 1 e.[*“Sometlmes one is’ le%t w1th the 1mpre551on that he]
RN e BICOREN

": wants.iy«; Whereas 1n the Dostoevaky works heretofore

gl e

xuexamlned the ethlco phllosophlca:;mé%sage 1nvolv1ng good




“;hlmself on: g?f

';,matters a{

tvfgiloves to deal w1th antltheseswand contradlctlons in hlS .

i
Y

and ev1l 1n connectlon w1th Chrlstlanlty, '

clear in. the case of Merezhkovsky.g He ;s

';most d1ff1c,l_

"2

".bears w1tness to th1s in. hlS monograph Merezhkovkll i ego B

. ; o

'o.novoe khrlstlanstvo (Merezhkovsky and HlS Néw

A'"Plsat' o: Merezhkovskom’ O Merezhkovskom nel'21a plsat'

ll2 .

“:1b0 ego net v ego pr01zveden11akh Merethovsky whq

4 4

N3

' - . v* . - X i /;'

jflctlon 1s unclear 1n hls handllnq of the concepts of

*rgood and ev1l AIndeed juxtapos1tlon and opp051tlon

”vcharacterlze hlS work more than resdlutlon of such polarltles.

_'Berdlaev comments upon thls Merezhkovsklan tralt-“i"No u
' s_‘;v.-,;

¢

_ ' .
o 1graet sochetanllaml slov, prlnlmala ikh za real ﬂost1.?3

Further, Berdlaev notes that Merezhkovsky often
f;cannot.dlstlngulsh between good and ev1l Chrlst and
ithntlchrlst- - : e o
| %to osobenno otra21los vxtnorchestVe{
Merezhkovskogo, kotoryl tak i ne.mozhet

reshit', gde Khristos, a gde antlkhrlst“
'.,Ego vo mnoglkh otnoshenllakh zamechatel na1a

A

Chrlst;anlty)

Wz'Merezhkovskogo nel'21a uzhe na1t1 etogo neobvknovennogoILgf"

"ﬂ*pravdollublla russk01 llteraturv, u nego vse dV01t51a, on f&“z“

7 o a e

“E. ‘Lundberg, Merezhkovskii_ i €40 novoe'khristi.nstvo = " ' -

(saint Petersburg: = Shumakher i Bruker; 1914), p. 1.

dsN;’Berdiaev;,RuSSkaia'ideia,;p. 221;‘rﬁj€: it

"."'S."? e s -

;to pln dowﬁ as author narrator."‘E Lundberg [f.'



knlga L. Tolst01 i Dostoevskll pronlknuta
R Etlm dvoenlem, étol post01ann01 podmen01.4

The fact that Merezhkovsky hlmself was often unclear,

e

h".and the fact thgt th&s perplexed’some of the flnest mlnds

g of h1s contempprarles do not constltute reasons for av01d1ng

F

the study of good and ev11 1n h1s works. Qulte the reverse fv '

y ‘l

'Qi'ls true;' Merezhkovsky s relat1v1sm,\hls attempts,'success--"

ful or hot, t ach1ev1ng a- synthe51s 1nvolv1ng these concepts‘3*’7

represent a new attltude toward them, and therefore are of

cruc1a1 1mportance to thls study

”l

In Merezhkovskv s trllogy Chrlst and Antichrlst

,good and eV11, embodled 1n the concepts of Chrlst and
\ N

= Antlchrlst,'are glven further elaboratlon. Merezhkovskv
. o .

endeavored to flt these 1deas 1nto .an- hlstorlcal framework

L3

In referrlng to Chrlst and Antlchrlst Belv termed the_q

';i trllogy an archealoglcal museum"{',~},onl obrashchaet vse
bogatstvo svoel krltlkl na to, chtoby sdelat' Ekskurs11u

v oblast' rstorll 1 osvetlt' ee kak—to neohychalno.;?'w

Merezhkovskv superlmposes hlS own, above-mentloned ””{f-fi

:m_notions;of.Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm 1ntertw1ned w1th
‘ngQd'and;eVil upon ‘his.. hlstorlcal flgures.: His characters
lack human tralts. They are symbols of hlS preconcelved

notlons of Chrlst and Antlchrlst Bely admlred Merezhkovsky

?
z

'?4N.1Berdiaev,'MirosoZertsaniehbostoerogo,;gglfcit,,”p,;57fj},il”

‘7'5

Al Belyl,."Merezhde3kii in:. Luq zelenyl (New York
Johnson Reprlnt Corporatlon, 1967) P 135




s

»',;-" e i .'_' ' IR ’.. SR

"as an erudlte scholar, but complalned of the lack of
authent1c1ty 1n hls characa’rs’, To Bely they are not.ff?

people, but puppets.f-g' ﬂ#“ ‘ :lh ;'f*‘ Sl
ot dtogo: zhlvye llts prokhodlashchle v '
- . ego romanakh, preVrashc#®iutsia v kukol, -
S, ‘razukrashennykh arkhealoglchesk01 vetosh 1u.‘w
' Stanov1atsla tmblemami mertvykh skhem . . . .~

. Tulian,. Leonardo, -Petr vovse' ne ‘interesuiut
R j“Merezhkovskogo saml po sebe._ tol'ko kak P
‘slmvoly : : ’ i

Death of the Gods, the flrst novel 1n the trllogy,-
deals w1th Jullan, the Apostate, the Roman Emperor. Jullan‘;
parallels Raskolnlkov in the assertlon of hls w1ll.._hv:ﬁ’
trylng to relnstate paganlsm 1nto a. Chrlstlan soc1ety,
Jullan hopes to accompllsh the lmp0551ble.: Merezhkovsky
characterlzes Jullan as embodylng both Chrlst and Antlchrlst
ThlS partlcular duallsm coupled w1th the fact that good and 1';f
ev1l .are rarely referred to exp11c1ty, make 1t necessary -

| to eluc1dgte the latter by examlnlng the development of j‘”.
Jullan s attltude towards rebaégé concepts, 1 e., Chrlstlanlty
AR i v

._ on the one_gand and paganlsm on- the other.;~j

’&:’ff: In hlS yopth Jullan wavers between the two opp051ng

-

bellefs of Chrlstlanltv and paganlsm. He vac111ates between‘f;.‘{

the bellefs of” ﬁardonlus,;an advocate of anc1ent Creek
phllosophy, am% Eutroplus, a monk devoted to Chrlstlan dogma.gff
Eutroplus de51res to teach Jullan meekness,_humlllty and

. \
obedlence. Mardqnlus gives hlm books of an01ent phllosophers

6A. Bely, "Merezhkovskll" p 147 Merezhkovsky S subjectlve o
. schemat1c1sm.has dire lmpllcatlons for historical wveracity,

espec1ally in the case of Leonardo da Vinci who was portrayed
;as a-" fallure. ‘ : . _ - . _



"-¥In order to placate Eutroplus, Jullan felgns an %1r of

- Tfpersonalltlés of Psyche and Amaryllls. PsychenPa young

hanc1ent Greek c1ylllzatlon. -77z;”

Early 1n llfe Jurlan endeavors to fuseﬂchgﬁsgganlty
2

laand paganlsm., He fears Chrlstlanlty and feels closer tles
‘w1th Greek deltles. Howeven, he cannot completelv escape
;Chrlstlanlty and the teachlng of Eutroplus.r Accordlng to_,/

’ngutroplus, Jullan s "dlabollc“ prlde flows from hls love

Ylf .

~ of" the Eplgureans and the1r desxre to satlsfy sensual de51res._fh3“

’gChrlstlan humlllty and obedlence._ Such dup11c1ty remalnSJ-iﬁ»'

”fw1th h1m for the remalnder of hls llfe. Jullan S dual

"”/ ..

J}Pﬁnature 1s best 1dent1f1ed by Labda and the qpp051ng

'\:‘ N

'_'glrl ralsed 1n the pagan tradltlon, respects Chrlstlan

h’,humlllty and obedlence.. Much to her parents dlsmay,'she -

5fbecomes a mégber of the Chrlstlan church. Psyches s 51ster,‘fff‘d

Amaryllls, on the other hand possesses ‘a youthful galety

";ziand tantallzlng sensuallty. These voung women symbollze

'J“i.the struggle taklng place w1th1n Jullan s soul between ”’“:

T, PR : L "‘L'.","

"Vf Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm.'f
| Labda, an old slave, also excerc1ses a tremendous'ﬁfﬂ

i _1nfluence upon Jullan in early llfe.- he fuses together

S .

“'ﬁlvboth Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm.' She 1s a dev0ut Chrlstlan,

_rbut is also reputed to be a Thessallan sorceress.;gshe;i 7 ﬂ. L

htg“ﬁones of the dead and scapularles contalnlng the ashes of

{'martyrs;-



.56
afl '

A o e samye mrachnye, drevnle ; ‘novye 'ﬂﬁp‘"*
L "ﬁﬂgsueverlla slilis" v ee 'golove v strannulu

s rreligiiu, pokhozhulu na bezﬁmle.ﬁ molltvy

=,_Smesh1vala ona s. ‘zaklinaniiami, . Ollmpllsklkh o

" bogov=-=-s khrlstlanskami zisaml, %serhovnye e

obrlady-—s Vaiéhébstvom o

¢Ju11an 15 marked by the strength of thlS woman s madness

o
/ot

w{'throughout hlS llfe.:ﬂ?"'
As Jullan progresses 1nto manhood he encounters .
. . Y'Y
',fftwo men, Iambllcus and Max1mus‘whose theorles affect hlm.'

S

g fIambllcus 1s a sage versed 1n Platonlc concepts of the
”f;w1sdom of the Delty in- the unlverse. Rumors malntaln that B

v‘Iambllcus performed many mlracles, Jullan longs for a

o

‘«‘_'Hmlracle, and later in 11fe he relles upon mJ.racles @

. T R

' """- P ":. e L “ = o o : FATEEIN SRR

-rescape destructlon. '_* “.- : -u_*“i SR gln "4-,35“
L e o R R O

':-Iambllcus belleves 1n merglng the soul w1th God

"QIntellect and reason fade 1nto the background as the soul

:ﬁfuses w1th the D1v1n1ty.f The body, good, ev11 and thelh

'ﬁ“funlverse are mlrages, a falslflcatlon of the senses.,*fr‘

fg;Although people w111 to become god through thelr own efforts,ﬂf;

Accordlng to Iambllcus,ﬂas the soul d1v1nes the

‘*:Delty, people are freed from earthly seﬁsatlons. Onlv then

'*5ﬁw1ll they enjoy God's warmth and love, a’ tenet relatable

13~Dostoevsky s bellef 1n God's power. However, Iambllcus,
’{'llke Dostégysky, holds that a soc1ety 11v1ng 1n God s

?w1sdom 1s not p0551b1e on earth He malntalns that only

"7D. Merezhkovskll, Smert' bogovain-i ‘Polnoe sobranle‘~*f
‘sochinenii, op. Clt-v Vol. 1, I, ii, 9. Herelnafter c1ted
‘assBs T _




"..‘;&j el e
N . .-r-'.::'.

the god llke olymplans possessed the ablllty to merge w1th

ey l,f

Dusha tvola n budet zhelat' 11:§tomu ﬁto N &»
' On he zhelaet), ona ne bud%t zhyt'; patoniidie ‘ '
_chto 'On vyshe zhlznl, Hrid ne b det My s1LE 4"
“potomu chto On vyshe‘M?slr} I togda,g
besstrastnala, odlnokala,,pokongﬁaa ona . vyshe
“razuyma, vyshe- dobrodeteli, .vyshe tsarstva e
1de1,_vyshe krasot§—~v bezdne, v lone - T
Ottsa: Svétov,.,.gg~: Takova, syn moi, o
-ﬁ ‘zhizn! ollmplletsev, takova zhizn' liudei . .
bogopodobnykh i mudrykh- otrechenle otr -
vsego, cHto est' v mire,’ prezrenle k v
zemnym strastiam, begstvo dushi k' Bogu, o T
Sl kotorogo ona v1&1t lltsom k lltsu// (S B.,
e I, v11, 53 4) ‘ Lo : 1.;-w0

God.e He states.ff\;;jw. gw%

.1'

Whlle Iambllcus worshlps Olymplans, he desplses
,the common people, even though he assumes an a1r of Chrlstlan }‘
Hhumrl&ty when assoc1at1ng w1th them. He even partlclpates i

5‘;1n the de%tructlon of pagan temples and statues.v

) At flrst Jullan is: shocked by Iambllcus gctlons.e

'fDegplte the latter s bellef 1n the unity of the soul w1th

.l ‘God,'he paradoxxcally detests 1nd1v1duals.i He worsh;ps the

§“D1v1n1ty and curses Chrlstian—hum111ty and obedlence.b Yet/-

S °
’.he acqulesces to those qualltles 1n order to save hlS own .

~

‘yllfe. Jullan becomes a master at maklng a- show of obedlence 0
. » ﬂbg_/ :

-dand humlllty. '

Max1mus is a self-proclalmed so\ierer who createsv
c

ilmages and passes hlmself off as a mlr

w h.

e worker. He ,

T]jplaces hlS v1ct1m,‘1n thls case. Jullan,.lnto a. hypnotlc

ptrance, -Jullan 1s made to belleve that he _sees Hercules ;) :‘
'and LUleer.f Max1mus further tells Jullan that good aﬁ B

ev1l are the only two truths. _"Sluzhl Arlmanu,_sluzhl

.,“’: N
S



Ormuzdu,—-kak khochesh' no pomnii oba ravny,_tsanstvo

& 1avola ra‘no tsarstvu Boga" (S B., I, x, 70)
Jullan cannot dec1de between two equal klngdoms
He sees good and ev1l 1n both._ Merezhkovskv shows Jullan

3 3

to be toEP between two equal but oppos1ng phl‘OSOphleS.‘;:’
| It is here that Max1mus urgfsbdullan.to merge Chrlstlanlty
’ifand paganlsm 1nto one organlc entlty.u He says to the ?f”t
’ *tfuture emperor~'f"Soed1n1,iesll mozhesh" pravdu mltana s :
'pravd01 Ga}llelanlna,e-l ty budesh':bol she vsekh rozhdennykh
l;m zhenaml na, zemle...f (S BZ, I, 72) |
fsf”ﬁv"' Jullan is torn between two opposlng forces as 1s
-Ragiolnlkov., Whereas Raskolnlkov strugglé%‘between the.:~
nZ{extremes of ratlonallsm and 1rrat10nallsm whlch are 11nked
"~to Chrlstlan concepts of good and ev1l Jullan agonlzes
Leh‘oyer Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm., | | B
.Max1mus leaves Ju11an w1th a love of pagan 'rituaif
"cand a‘des1re to. merge truth and falsehood.. Before Jullan
“7'announces to the Chrlstlan populace hls reuerence for
t‘::anthulty he part1c1pates in a pagan ceremonv durlng wh1ch5l
“;she 1s COVereS w1th bull s blood Thls symbollzes hls'_f

2 ) . o - . ”J

.'4._

;. : R oo
wcwwufFlrst Max1mus adv1ses Jullan to choose between good and .
. evil thenvhe tells Jullan«to unlte_the two belLefs.w~Thls’
reflects a' seeming’ 1ncon51stency in thought. It 1is & ¢
'noteworthy, ‘however, that the resultant synthe51s would
bring. Julian'ito “supermanhood"i whose- kingdom Maximus :
forsees as cohlng after Julian‘is in,a position. to. take: -
. over follow1ng the decease of his uncle, Constantlne. C

LY



'-lnltlathn 1nto pagan 11fe.? He consc1ously re1ects

';Chrlstlanlty, merges

'fencounters Ar51noe.‘ Both Jullan and Ar51noe fluctuate

hvbetween Chrlstlanltv and paganlsm. When Jullan flrst sees ﬂ"

-, The" narrator compares her to. the anc1ent goddess of

59 -

R L S

/;) E
lth the Sun God and becomes a man- god

”9He says. —-Ia nlchego ne b01us T. Ia kak On "10 j‘-vfl ,{"7

Before Jullan becomes ruler of the Roman Emplreﬁhe PR
-G :

her, Ar51noe 1s runnlng naked 1n ‘an Athenlan collse

fhunt, Artemls; Jullan 1s amazed at her naked beauty, but

' does not feel tempted. He and hls frlend Publlus, jovfully

"recall Greek c1v1llzatlon and regret Chrlstlanlty

al@

'I nlkto rie b01a151a 1skushen11a. Chlstye “f”‘
smotreli-na chistykh. Onj byli, kak deti, .
L g_kak bogl...I znat', . chto é&togo. bol'she nlkogda
.. ' . ne budet, ne. povtor1t51a na zemle,--bta :
"~ .. .. svoboda i chistota, i radost"zhlznl——nlkogda.
(S B., I, x11, 92- 3) :

f'Jullan forms a close relatlonshlp w1th Ar51noe who

s the human personlflcatlon of anc1ent Greece. He fears

- @u anner forc~= compelllng hlm towards ev1l as he understa\ds

,1t and he cries Sut to her for compa551on. '7,rﬁ- . ja._;’ﬂ

;'.”. kazhdulu noch" posle dnla, provedennogo d”'
na koleriakh v ‘tserkvi- nad’grobaml galllelsklkh
mertvetsov,bla vozvrashchalus dom01 razbltyl,'

. e N A .»\ .

T
I

: 9Jullan s 1n1t1atlon 1nto pagan ‘1ife can be compared to -

o Chrlstlan baptism. In baptism water is used, whereas in

”‘obshch, tlpogr,‘1906? I,_xx111, 192

pagan ceremont blood is used. This symbolizes deflance B
and darlng as opposed to meekness and humlllty

lODue ty an error 1n_Vol 1. of Polonoe sobranle soch1nen111:~
in which pp. 179-190 are missing, for this quotation we . g
will refer to Smert's bogov (Saint Petersburg*‘ Akshch.p.,}'&

s
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! ustalyi, brosaius' na-postel', litsom v izgolov'e,
N § rydalu,—-rydalu i gryzu ego,. chtoby ne krichat'

-‘_Qf' f ot boli i iarosti . .. . . Ia--z0l, ‘i khotel by
Gl yt'.eshche .zlee, byt' sil'nym i strashnym,_ -

T ; cak d’ lavol,-edlnstvennyl brat moi! No zachem,.

;% '+ zachem-ia-ne mogu zabyt®', chto est'»inoe,,_

TR chtd est' krasota, zachem ia uv1de1 tebla

‘51$< ggs B., "I, x1v, '106-7)

Jullan s‘ﬂas 1ncapable of reconc111ng Chrlstlanltv w1th

ﬁbllas.« Good and ev1l merge 1nto a nlghtmarlsh confllct
from whlch only death dellvers hlm f“wfdhf.,' 3d_~

l The above enoounter w1th ArSLnoe has a cllmactlc'vi
effect upon Jullan., The next day he devoutly prays to the

v

:Chrlstlan God; Hls face expresses serenlty and peace. ;Théj
. L ' ’

emperor s sples observe hlm. Ba51l clalms that, 1ndeed1 B

Jullan 1s truly rlghteous and repentant person._ However, o

hlS partner, Gregory, replles-" —-V5pomnl tol ko, brat.

Va51111,-skol' chasto v obraze svetlelshlkh angelov 1av11alsla'a'

lludlam sam satana, otets lzh : (S B.,_I,.x1v, 108)

Jullan represents good as well as- ev11 The future Emperorf

“ﬂﬁ%ichtist)

~

becomes the fu51on of Chrlst ai

Ar51noe appears later ln a clorster. wShe;tells'

r, T

- et

“g'

L rSlSter, Myrrha. Shg endeavors to congﬁer her love of

paganlsm.‘ As %@rrha lles dylng,rA181noe says to her:
L2 £

-—P01du v pustynlu,_erra, kak ty, vmesto

tebial-- . . . I. esll est' Bog, On dolzhen
_Jdelat' tak, chtobv smerti ne bvylo, chtoby
,‘y byll vmeste vsegda., (S B., I, xix, 157)

Ar51noe,,w1th whom he had concluded a.pact to restore the

. cult of darlng and beauty to Roman 5001ety, he 1s shocked

R ‘.",

L o B Tt IR AP




at'hér'transformation. vShe'is‘n0w”dressedfin'thenbléck e,
‘garb worn by Chrlstlan nuns.4‘Helcannot understand'her

> -

,de51re to subdue her body and" lntellect hereas he has

PR

'dared to selze power, become the Emperor and express hlS‘

. e

A e
‘love for paganlsm,\she has pursued a totally contrary course.

‘wShe explalns her metamorph051s to Jullan*‘“

S Isterzalu plot"sv01u, 1ssushu ee. golodom
i zhazhdoi, sdelaiu bezchuvstvennee mertvykh.

';rr 3 ;..'t _‘kamnel' “No' glavnoe—4razum. -Nado umertv1t',
' ‘ ' . €go, potomuy chto on--d'iavol. On soblaz 1tel'
- nee vsekh zhelanii! Ia ukroshchu ego. Eto.

. budet poslednlala pobeda, vellchalshala.,,-.‘,
i -Togda posmotrim, vozmutitsia 1li chto-nibud'
. vo mne, skazhet 11. " ne veriu. = (S. B,; I1,
v111, 241) o T ;

:;ra'i-

Ar51noe further denounces Jullan 'S drlve towards

. power and hls means ofh tamp;ng;out»Chrlstlanlty.' Julran T

: seeks to 1nst111 paganls 'ﬁtianized society:by- -

ibestow1ng upon the people Chr n compa551on. He holds

hliyan oecumenlcal counc11 in. whlch:he ratlonally attempts to

'ijshame varlous rellglous sects who dlstort the true v1rtues‘
'“"of Chrlstlanlty.. Tl’u*’% ‘r?l‘lan, does not 1mpose hls w111
In Raskolnlkov S tenﬁ¥nolo%zlhewdoes not exerc1se hls moral
nobllgatlon to shed b;éoaflﬁébéafdlng to‘Ar51noe,‘the Olymplan

\u

'f{gods would con51der»$udh benef1c1ent acts as unworthy

T

- They would have trampled down the“weakf humblefmasses.
L A oo
" Jullan does not equal Raskolnlkov s "moral superman

K3

’i; Jullan 1s too weak to choose between Ne? d and ev1l

He 1s destlned to perlsh because people posséksﬁd by one
- compelllng force w1ll conquer hlm.: Ar31noe feels thﬁt to o

'iﬁrank among‘the great 1t 1s necessary to choose between the( _fy
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Klngdom of God and the Klngdom oL Lucifer,'good‘andfevﬂl,,v.

Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm- -:_: ‘i”-:f" ; S h' L 3L‘m
N : oNet ' vas sily ni v dobre, ni vo zle. VYif‘“v
“ ni den', ni noch', ni ZhlZD ; ni smert' "‘ﬁ]'
Serdtse vashe--1i zdes i tam' otplyll ot o
'odnogo berega, ne pristali k- drugomu.v Veri e

i né verite, vechno izmeniaete, vechno kolehletes'

s, - khotite i ne mozhete, .potomu chto ne umeete]
P zhelat'. Sil'ny tol'ko te, kto, vidia odnu "
1st1nu,'slepy dlla drugoz. Oni vas pobedlat-—
[‘dv01stvennykh, mudrykh i, slabykh... (S B.y;
II, xiii, 243) - RS
Jullan brlngs about chaos 1n hlS attempt to reconc1le

- Roman Chrlstlanlty W1th Hellas., He stands on the brlnk of

.fallure and destructlon.‘ He has not gone far enough lQ hlS

“

o attempt to heed the words of Max1mus and Ar51noe.‘ lee

Iambllcus, he completely disdains the.meek and humble masses

X4 "..J

: S
of humanlty He antagonlzes hlS own people and 1s known

as Antlchrist o S ' ',4‘ ::v »'..; -;i}zﬁv7' %h

A

The people come to hate thelr new Emperor, Jullan.

He,'then, ralses hlmself to the level of man—god He lS

‘

'.7possessed by the ev11 assertlon of hlS arbltrary w1ll.

"‘He 'loses 51ght of'good represented by Jesus Chrlst’ the_~
God-man. He endeavors to accompllsh the 1mposs1b1e by
conquerlng the 1nv1nc1ble Per31ans. A Per51an slave, the

epltome of ugllness and baseness, decelves Caesar and it

o

seems*that nothing can save Jullan from annlhllatlon.‘f

-2
A, o

At thls p01nt Jullan turns to mlracle. He assérts"

that only a mlracle can save hlm from the Per51ans.'

°

'AgJullan s splrltual need 1s for a mlracle.- He says- ﬂf--Vse~.V

h,ravno, vse ravno...Chudo soversh1t51a. Ne teper" tak

“patom. =--Ia veriu v chudo.,.;" _(s,B., II,_xv1, 319)



Here Jullan conflrms the conv1ct10n of the Grand Inqulsltor o

A . K

that people crave mlracle.-"

Ar51noe comes to Jullan for the‘ﬁlnal tlme as he <

_awalts a mlra%le. Jullan 1s slowly perlshlng after a flnal

-

’veffort to prove paganlsm superlor to! Chrlstlanlty.

"Ar51noe has merged these two opp051ngcwor1d v1ews.g‘MOSt
'Chrlstlans belleve that Jesus Chrlst was serlous and meek

_ JoooT :
'~4Ars1noe, on the other hand feels that h1s actlons embody

ﬁdlove and beauty. »She says'

, Razve mudretsy Ellady ne prlbllzhalls'
“ 'k’ tomu,: o chem govorlt on?. Te, kto v. .
.pustyne/terzalut plot' i-dushu sv01u,—— e
',dalekl ot krotkogo Syna Marii. On. v
. i detel, i svobodu,'l veselie. _
*jplrshestv, A belye 1ilii. . om liubil-
zhizn' ‘Iulian! Tol'ko ‘my ushli ot
SRR Nego, zaputalls i omrachilis' dukhoms, . .
e v Use . oni, nazyvalut tebia otiiupnlkom.
. " No sami enl——otstupnlkl... » (S B.,
; II, xv11, 324) v v ‘

: f’Ars1noe S words are in accord w1th Rozanov who also fought

what he con51dered to be t?e strlct dogma of Chrlsﬁianlty
Roianov clalmed that accordlng to Chrlstlan dogma‘"Chrlst
never laughed or sang | 4 : L | :_ ‘
SR :

| Julian 1s fatally wounded the day after hls f1na1

'”agencounter w;th,Arsrnoe._ He dles Eralslng Hellos,:the god o

TS,

’;11P1ease note that ln‘thlS publlcatlon oi .B. pp. 321-24 7 -
are 1nserted between p; 304 and p 305. *-; L
'3}28 Roberts, an’ 1ntroduct10n to The Conservatlve Vlew. ‘
Leontiev; : Rozanov, Shestov (Athens.g Oth Un1vers1ty Press,
1968), P XViiiQﬁ»} L R




'2 of the sun.

| Mercelllnus., They also respect both Chrlstxanlty and

' ?f-upon a Chrlstlan soc1ety.ﬁ In hlS llfetlme he falled td

13 The people experlence rellef at Jullan s’

death They return to Chrlstlan humlllty and obedlence;jfgd’r”%;

: T
qratefully renounc1nq Jullan,-the Apostate, thefRoman B
Emperor who embodled the pr1nc1ple of Antlchrlst

Only three remalnlng people are shown to respecg

o Jullan s efforts to relnstate paganlsm 1n Rome.” These are

Ar31noe and her two @klends, Anatollus and Ammlanus
14 » /k .

Hellas. They, however, dlsagree w1th Jullan s methods and f'”‘*?

belleve that he trled to 1mpose pagan bellefs and rltuals

comblne Chrlst‘s gentleness and the darlng of the Olymplan'“

gods.; Ar51noe dlsousses thls unusual synthe51s when she

;;says of 1t.t -——On dolzhen byt' neumollm 1 strashen, kak

‘M1tra—Dlonls v slave i- 511e svoel,.mlloserd 1 krotok, kak

L

fﬁllsus Galllelanln..."t(s B., II, xx1, 349)

To welgh the relatlve merlts of the dual concepts,;ﬂv; “

ysgood and ev11, Chrlstlanlty and paganlimm and Chrlst and

'Antlchrlst 1s beSLde the 901nt f"

Ulnto one organlc entlty 1s de51rablevu

‘place ln.the essence ‘of hnman,lrfe,‘“

-3

The=fu51on of these concepts =

s

=“Good and ev11

,n_understood as Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm asgume\an equal

. e

/,

& .

Helios,. the sun god is-the pagan counterpart to Chrlst._;Fsd
' Perhaps Julign in his final - moments flnally came - to
respect the Galllean. $o _ P



LA Lo e - o TS . . . '

q’;,mportant to D Qoevsky, become 1ntertw1ned w1th

nyd'jpaganlsm, Chrlstla ﬁy, Antlchrlst and Chrlst Unllke b

.éw,_" ’

15Méré2hkb?sky71n thls-nOVel, Dostoevgiy d1d not w1sh to
"achleve a synthe51s of these concepts.. Hereln lles an.h_:
'1mportant dlstlnctlon between Dostoevsky and Merezhkovsky.

e Instead Dostoevsky portrayed both the tragedy of human fﬁj;-

ex1stence when people stubbornly assert thelr arbltrary

NN “ ' .
w1ll and the beauty of 11fe when they experlence God In

o=

| thlS connectlon Berdlaev comments- ;51'_ "c ' »1"fﬂ :
f. : “'y; o Dlla nego [Dostoevsky, C. A. ] d10n151cheska1a.
R O U tragedlla, razdvoenle, bezdna, ‘kak budto by ‘ .
R g , . - ostaiutsia edlnstvennym putem cheloveka.’ T AR
W '4.1"_'.Put" k- svetir lezhit chereéz t'mu. . BT

e ~1]on pokazal, kak v t'me vozgoraetsra p .
P

"c'

e

e N

[
ST

14N;*Berdiaev;hMirosoiertsaniefDostoeVSkogo;?p.'232;f'

Y

S.f. w00 i Velichie Dostoevskogo bylo v tom, chto ,u,,f.:“ﬁyfﬂf
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Ll T R CHAPTER v :

ST A,,):"‘e

RESURRECTION OF THE GODS!t‘g

‘_u‘ L

‘.The settlng of Resurrectlon of the Gods, the second ﬂpf

~

o novel an Merezhkovsky s trllogy Chrlst and Antlchrlst passes)j'?”

from Imperlal Rome to flfteenth century renalssance Italy
'f,Leonardo da V1nc1 is the central flgure in thls novel
,Merezhkovsky env151ons Leonardo da V1n01, as he dld Jullan,

das embodylng Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm. Leonardo, just k~

. \

lllke Jullan, falls to alter human destlny. 1__’
Early 1n the novel the two opp051ng phllosophles of

t‘Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm assert thelr influence. LeonarFowgt“f

d4

M

1pda V1nc1 flrst appears at an excavatlon. Messer Clprlano' R
. T e R
'aBuonacor51 and hlS frlends have just dug up a statue of" i
. S : 3 _'ri';
.Aphrodlte, the anc1ent Greek goddess of 1ove and beauty rhjw*

u..

_.Whereas Buonacors1 adores the 1ove goddess,'Father Faustinof

,'curses her as an abomlnatlon and gquates her w1th the Dev’

Only Leonardo malntains an aurafof peace and

’ e,

hserenlty.' Desplte the emotlonal outpourlng'%f hlS ‘yf“

,companlons,,he remalns,tranqull and thoughtful.ﬁ Hls desmrer[
'Lls not to 1dent1fy Aphrodlte as good or. ev11 but slmply

vvto know her., He takes a palr of compasses,'a gonlometer

_and a sem1c1rcu1ar arc of copper.v Wlth these he measures
her dlmen51ons 1n order to understand her beauty Glovannle'
RN

'fBeltraffﬁp 1s amazed at Leonardo s lack of emotlon."The"fQ:‘

. LI
i .

) artlsttreplres:ﬁf,



:-,fln Tolstoy and Dostoevsky as follows-'

,Dusha khudozhnlka dolzhna byt' podobn01
_zerkalu, kotoroe otrazhaet vse predmetv,
“vse dv1zhen11a i tsveta, samo ostvalas
-'nepodV1zhnym i 1asnym , B
' l'
Leonardo dlrects hls actlons towards ratlonal

Lknowledge. In hls de51re to understand he trles to 1nstruct

*

humanlty 1n the Vlrtues of knowledge. In thlS way he opposes"ﬁ'

@

1ove 1s the daughter of knowledge,.mlracle 1s not truth but ;'

truth 1s mlracle. Because he strlves to know all Leonardo
t»respects all : Knowledge and truth become good and beautﬁ
qdand play an 1mportant role along w1th love in leédlng-to the'

15exper1enc1ng of God., Merezhkovsky had put forth thls 1dea

‘fSoznanle otkryvaet uslovnost' v51ak01'
”'rellglozn01 “istiny; llubo Y;otkryvaet
istinu vsiakoi rellglozno 181,
.'v51akogo simvola.: - Myzn
'Boga, ne- 11ub%p Egoj; e
- Ego,, e znaia¥ .my mgzhef
- liubit' Ego - vmeste—kﬁoﬂn §e L
711ubv1, liubit' ¥ poznan fﬁoedlnenle SR
- znaniia.s: ‘lTiubov'iu i est*“nasha , 9
“.novala rellglla——rellglla Dostoevskogo."

RSN

:fThus, accordlng to Merezhkovsky, Leonardo, 1n hms thlrst a
for knowledge, 1ncorporates the major tendenc1es of

“",Dosotoevsky s phllosophy. kf' c :,T}i'»,ld i] S

~

“dpl MerezhkOVSkll; Voskresshle bogl in: Polnoe sobranie .

-'sochlnenll, _E\ 01t.,'Vol 2 I, 1%, 44 } Herelnafter 01ted _hf

as .V B | 5 . . Lo S E .
"~?D Merezhkovskll, Tolstoi”ifDostoevskii‘in;f’Polhoe* ey
sobranle sochlnenll, Vol lzy,p.»lS;“;“ o S




_ »
“ God. God does not frlghten Leonardo nor bring hlm to hlsl

{:knees in humlllatlon and subjugatlon.i He doesunot hlde.from--”
the mysterles of the unlverse by attrlbutlng all nat ral

.!phenomena to mlracle or sorcery ' Instead, Leonardo pectsjV-

o

"?ﬂyall forms of lzfe.; Hls aim is to know and understand God'

W -

'*_unlverse.. To hlm beauty and good are 1nherent 1n nature.'

:#@God becomes the Prlme Mover. From the Lord all natural

=

{‘pHEnomena galn thelr order and reason.- Leonardo says of
God S unlverse._‘

U —-O dlvnala spravedllvost' Tvoua,-pervyl
“UDV1gatel" leakulu 'silu ne 11shaesh'
LTy porladka i’ kachestva nemlnuemykh
oot deistvii. 0, . bozhestvennala neobkhodlmost'
.7 . Ty prinuzhdaesh', vse: posledstv11a’*~, S
'.vytekat' kratchalshlm putem iz prlchlny. el
(V. B.,X, v11\ 39) SRV R

Leonardo rlses above the accepted notlons of good

and ev1l durlng hlS tlme., "He. refralns from quarrels"f

e;iconcernlnnghrlstlanlty and paganlsm and thus derlves an
.1nner peace.. The narrator contrasts hlm w1th the people
f:of hlS daV"Vw”'f.;

-Sredy tolpy obezumevshogo naroda—-v 'j‘, o
. serdtse khudozhnika byl vechnyi pokoi "
vt,sozertsanlla podobny1 tlkhomu svetu -
7 luny ‘nad zarevom pozharov‘ (V. V.B.,. X,
Jv11,'40) SR i.“' o ”'@

SN
R o

Cesare da Sesto, one of Leonardo s puplls, under—'
stands Leonardo s personallty when he d1v1nes the latter s>

jfablllty to respeot both good and ev1l.‘ He comprehendsl_jv

,ff and does not’ fear Leonardo s portrayal of Christlanlty

;*;and‘paganlsm in hlSpart Glovannl, on the other hand

Lo . ' PO A A : A :

Leonardo galns hlS 1nsp1ratlon from the "Prlme Mover""



o frlghtened by Leonardo s mural,t"The Last Supper"vsi Here“‘

n the artlst deplcts Chrlst as obedlent and humble. At the ,h;§a575
y N : I
same trme Chrlst appears darlng and deflant.- Thus 1n thls g'

szural Chrlst also expresses mangodhﬁod and the pr1n01ple of

- 4 {/\

il_Antichrlst.t Cesare explalns ‘to’ Glovannl thls fuslon‘ef h"jjfj?

»U

.3\; hrlst and Antrchrlst,ggoed and eV11, as fOllows~‘T N

L»}Leonardo odZn iz Lludel, ponlal eto slovo
.Gospoda ‘i voplotil:ego vo. Khrlste svoem,:' R
»kOtOIYl_"llublt vse, potomu chto znaet vse"»'*i{ff;

- , _ (V B., IX, x1v, 349) - ._:T,. R

”'//’In Cesare S oplnlon Leonardo becomes a truly re11Q10us

rthuman belng.__”

'.Q-rdo s thlrst for knowledge equals that

v

'_-'of Chrlst, fbr ‘both thes ff

f;Hls experlments r[veal an 1nterest lﬁf ‘splders,_the 1nject10n

“'vlwof peach trees“dlth ‘a gp;sonous serum-in’ the hope that the

'7'fypeaches w111 becomes polsonous, the dlssectlén of human gf‘“

,‘I. . -.P
<

d 4 - -'... .

‘Cadavres, _yylng maChlnes, moats and 1rrlgat10n dltches, L

k]

w‘llstenlng plpes, human emotlons....Undoubtedly, thlS 1lst

B oA .
: B T

-~

3I..eonardo s tendency to portray Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm DRSS
in his art occurs quite- regularly .throughout . the novel..dig.gT

o Very often a rellglous charact: ig|depicted .in the  image
- of a pagan.god.. The face of C 1stxresembles “that of
_Bacchus. At one" polnt ‘an observer cannot dlstlngULSh
John,; the Precursor. from- ‘Bacchus or Androgene.’ The . REETAIR

" ‘observer is at first horrified, .but then/ finds- pleasure .
xln such a unique: synthe51s of’ Chrlstlanltv ‘and, paganism; .
.good and evil: "Eta smes" SV1ashchennogo i grekhovnogo
2kazalas emu teper koshchunstvenn01 iv to zhe vremla

- nravilas'. (V B., XVII, vii, §348) '

PRI



va

\ |

";human comprehen51on.1- '*;“fa"f' -4*,.'"'rf_ - ﬁf"'*ﬁfhi:‘”

.1#[_{ Reason governs Leonardo s actlons and he tends to

: actlons heav1ly 1nfluence thelsphere

i

fvcould contlnue 1ndef1nately, 51nce the quantlty of unlversal

phenomena is. 1nnumerablen

To Chrlstlans of the ﬁlfteenth century sc1ent1flc

experlments were suspect and even heretlcal., Chrlstlanlty

often forbade 1nvest1gatlon of natural phenomena.7 It~was‘

common bellef that mysterles of God's unlverse are beyond 'jfy.f

.t‘

Ve
o

place ratlonallty gbove emotlonal forces:, Wlth emotlonal
\.f, _\/
detachment he obsefves a condemned man on hlS way to executlon.

.?'_"

%ac1algmovement and evef@ ralslng of the eyebrow._ Leonardo

sees the beautlful movements of a flutterlng butterfly and

human terror and despalr as phenomena to be observed 'Thef'
Y !

ﬁldeéus and absurd are parallel 1n hlS mlnd, w1th beauty

Desplte h;s good 1 tent%bns, Leonardo s actlons

. .

‘often result 1n ncthingnessvand chaos, e g., hlS flvlng

-,-.gy -~

machlne, hlS statue of Fra cesco Sforza and hlS mural "The

5

N -v‘-

Last Supper'pwhlch showed slgns of decay already ln 1500. ins:'

s ot v..,v,i'\\
llfe becomes 1mpotent. Many,other charaCters 1n the novel

AR

offset thls characterlstlc of Leonardo. eln c%wtrast thelr

5 i . 4
e.? .

,ffhuman affalrs._ They

are notxpa351ve onlookers as lS Leonardo.'g.jj‘”'i'“

23

Glrolamo Savonarola 1s a: preacher who evokes aweri

T

He'examlnes down to the most 1nf1n1te51mal detall every f~l'g'¢f
MR

.

Ay B R

and fear. HlS emotlonal sermons are hlghlysrhetorlcal



papal relgn 1n Rome and thf

He warns of a- flood 51m11ar to the t1me of Noah Borgla s
TR ':»V\".

}Itallln Renalssance s love of/

‘dlsturb hlm.; He refuses to be reconc1led to the 1ust and -;hfﬁ*

'1rperverseness whlch characterlze the Borglas. He fears for
,fHoly Army of Infant Inqu1s1tors, a group of young chlldren

'pagan rellcs. He quarrels w1th the Franc1scans and dares

tiom a

,;'4 ;‘p,

people who are 1nc11ned towards paganlsm. He organlzes the

whose purpose 1s to root out ev11 1n part by destroylng all

i 2o

chem to enter a flre.- However, because ‘fie stubbornly re%uses
o "

¢ v-r'/

to be reconc11ed w1th the Pope he is’ condemned to ekcommunrca—

X3

a executlon by burnlng.‘h- '1,,_;.?_1yﬁhl"

,/f

‘bllndly pursues an 1dea.x’Leonardo 1s ob11v1ous to whatevef

'frellglon 1s pepular or:whlchever ruler 1s 1n power.;“He ’

»they respect Savonarola who lehves a lastlng 1nfluence upon' L

'.‘chaos 1s the result of Glrolamo Savonarola s self lndulgence

7‘ : Q"' ., \‘ / . -
L R

.u/_ o ,

«

'mlgrates from ruler’ o ruler., He 1s content as lgng as he

) e bos .
Whereas Leonardo reépects all 11fe,/Glrolamoﬂsavonarola

T

- e

,”can conduct hlS experlments.‘ Savonarola, on the other hand,.

b
}

- .1 " ) j

p ,/.

f Instead, he exerts a tremendous amount‘of 1nf1uence on hlS

i

'.followers,obrlnglng them to a state of frenzy. Whereas most

2 e

people by brlnglng chaos w1th1n rellglous thought.. Thus

and the assertlon of hls arbltrary w111.raThereby he forgets
. ' [ (2 R '_Y

"ffpursues hlS dream w1th rlgor.f Unllke Jullan the Apostate,53“7>“

“f‘Chrlstlans 1gnore Leonardo and leave,hlm w1th hlS experlments,

*Chrlst s w1sdom whlch re51des 1n Chrlstlan humlllty., : »_;hj?'

i

y?he does not waver 1n hlS endeavor to relate to the people.-.-?fdf



72

other charactets in

' members of The Most Holy;' ' ff“ *,f'5£e men ofnactionrd‘v

'Fra Glorglo da Casale 1s - = ‘”'ative'of'the.moveﬁentf'

u'fln M11an. Hls alm is to ¥ 'bevil." He'perpetraﬁes
' ,the most revoltlng atroc1t1es. He fbses all respect for

,'~human dlgnltv and worth. The 1dea1 of the Dev11 possesses e

- hlm. Whereas 1n Dostoevsky s novel The Brothers Karamazov

haIvan Karamazov S Grand Inqulsltor hopes to eradlcate sufferlng

by depr1v1ng people of thelr freedom, Fra Glorglo da Casale
'places so much empha51s on the Dev1l that the ver¥ concept
,1oses 1ts meanlng | He is so conv1nced of ublqultous

"ev11ness that everyone 1n his mlnd 1s possessed The more

“w1tches he burns the more there are. The entlre 51tuatlon

- evolves 1nto a v1c1ous cycle 1n whlch more and more people
’ 'are tortured and«put to death. The Dev1l and God engage 1n o

‘ﬁ-_battle for the human soul. Glovannl Beltrafflo observes s

3

JY...1bo dlla ob01kh verkhnee nebo ravno bvlo

V;nlzhnemu, shysl cheloveihesk01 zhizni zakllucha151a' -

v bor'be dvukh bezdn v chelovecheskom
'fserdtser—s toiu llsh"raznltselu, chto ved' ma.

vse eshche lskala, mozheéet' byt',- nedostlzhlmogo
';prlml eniia, togda, kak inkvizitor razduval

ogon'’ etoi vrazhdy i uglubllal ee beznadezhnost'bwn‘

(V.B B., XV, 111, 268- 69)

Whereas Merezhkovsky s Grand Inqulsltor strlves t0'pf

‘.”rld the world of "ev1l" Ivan Karamazov s Grand Inqulsltor -

and Leonardo endeavor to rec03011e good and ev11 eonardo o

'reSpects both good and ev1l.e Fra Glorglo da Casale, on the

nother hand 1n hlS deslre to stamp out ev11, loses 51ght of

E'fgon.y God's warmth and love fade 1nto the background. Ivan =

of'thenqodsfSuchvas'

A
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-;Karamozov S Grand Inqu151tor in hlS own way attempts to
’djmake people happy , However, the horrors that Merezhkovskv s

llnqulsltor perpetrates forever haunt the h1story of humanklnd

Duke Ludov1co Moro, an 1ncompeteAt ruler,‘often
?'causes‘harm and unhapplness and 1n th1s.>espect he reminds
1us of Sv1dr1gaylov and Smerdyakov in that he perverts llfe s o
43v1brant flow.‘ To h1m everythlng is permltted | Rumors
assert that he murdered hlS enemy, hlS brother in- law, ln‘,
'gorder to se1ze power. Moreglmportant than hls polltlcal
struggles, are hlS relatlonshlps w1th women. ~As Well as
belng marrled& he has several mlstresses.‘ HlS w1fe, :
'f Beatrlce, 1s"’evere1y dlstressed because of thlS.“ After

. £ s
'her death thftDuke 1ndulges 1n perverse relatlonshlps w1th

women."They fjgage in. lesblan acts 1n order to remlnd him

'.lof hlS departerf,lfe, thereby deflling the 1mage oﬁ death
| . The Duke‘of Moro, by hlS 1mmoral actlons, also‘
lmakes an 1mpact upon people. He deflles and debases them.
fIn hlS relatlonshlp to other human belngs Leonardo da V1nc1,3“
1non the other,hand,1symbollzeS-1mpotence.ﬁ One of hlS puplls,y
'~Giovanniicommitssuicide, and another, Astro, becomes an
"lnsane_cripbieiincapable'of actlon. = ,Kh‘_ fi~‘ :f',hff |
Leonardo S antlthe51s in the novel is Cesare Borgla.fﬁ
He alone dares to achleve the 1mp0551b1e. He. defles both
»the Chrlstlan God of good and the ev1l gods of the pagans.
_fUnllke Jullan, he does not w1sh to reconc11e the two bellefs

d'or place one above the other.‘ He fears nothlng and attempts

all. He becomes a man—god, defylng everyone and everythlng



ol
B\

S

7

'e g., he executes people who oppose hlm, literally’turns .

Vday 1nto nlght durlng whlch he 1ndulges 1n 1ncest and

:fratr1c1de.' " ’ Ve ¢ ﬁ?

;

NlCOllO Machlavelll 1n hls dlscu551on of Cesare

‘ fBorgla presents arguments put forth in Crlme and Punlshment

'_and The Brothers Karamazov. He' extends Ivan Karamazév s

’:theory that evervthlng 1s permltted to rulens. .Accordlng‘

A-éb chlavelll, people who rule over natlons flt 1nto

,,

fRaskolnlkov s, deflnltlon of the extraordhnary person. ﬁe ;

' Obyknovennye lludl ne vyn051at svobody,,
boiatsia‘ee bol'she, chem smerti, 1,
sovershiv prestuplenle, padalut pod
bremenem raskalanlla.' Tol! ko ger01,
‘jzbrannik sud'by, -imeet silil_Vynesti - .
‘svobodu-—perestupaet zakon bez strakha,
. bez ugryzenlla, ostavaias ' pevinnym.vo - - .
zle, kak zveri i’ bogl. (V.B B., XII, x1v, 151)1

Such a man,’ln Machlavelll S oplnlon, 1s Cesare Borgla lTo.f
. ; 2. -
/

‘“h1m all 1s permltted desplte the sufferlng he brlngs about

Cesare Borgla rlses above good and ev11._ He: 1gnores‘

the meanlng of these concepts., He dares and defles all.‘
‘.He acts 1n such a way . because he cannot cqncelve of an
-alternatlve way of llfe. He is oblivious to. any good and

‘vev1l resultlng from h1s actlons.

In contrast, Leonardo, through h1s knowledge, loves

'and'respects all Llfe., He explalns the drfference between

. hlmself and Cesare Borgla.

I ;-—-Tol'ko mne kazhet51a, ne tot svoboden,
e kto podobno Tsezarlu, smeet vse, ﬁotomu '
o .chto ne znaet i ne. 11ub1t nlchego, a tot,

kto smeet, potomu chto znaet i liubit.



"{wrknowledge and God.. Columbus belleves that the earth is

‘Tol'ko tak01u svobod01u lludl pobedlat
ﬂ,zlo i dobro, verkh i 'niz, vse pregrady
i predely zemnye, . vse. t1azhest1, ‘stanut, ‘
“kak’ bogl, 1-—polet1at (V.B B., XII xlv,_“'
1s51-2) (/.

In Dostoevskv S 'ctlon van KarAmazov and Raskolnlkov

n‘place human mlll coupl a w1th lntellect before God as does
bMachlavelll.i Whereas they are fasc1nated w1th thelr theorles,
_they are horrlfled when the theorles are’ put 1nto actlon _

for arbltrary Wlll deterlorates 1nto chaos and dlsorderr;l
¥Leonardo, unllke these men, strlves to become Chrlst S. equal
ﬁlln hlS gentleness.2 He also respects each 1nd1v1dual

']However, he barely 1nfluences human destlny durlng hls llfeé'v@;d'
'tlme. Cesare Borgla, Mlchavelll s 1deal of the ruler, on‘ |
'the other hand, llke Raskolnlkov S Napoleon who possessed

“rthe moral rlght to shed blood 1s destlned to momentous

actlons. g L ‘]; . ff\\ﬂ

St111 another character 1n the novel Columbus, the

dlscoverer of Amerlca, opposes Leonardo 'S vlews concernlngr

1snot shaped 11ke a sphere. fit) 1nstead, resembles a pear1
iw1th a swelllng 51mllar to ‘a woman s nlpple. ;Thevnlpple is -
of such a helght ‘that 1ts summ1t~reaches paradlse.aiBy
reachlng this paradlse Columbus hopes to becomes one w1th

'rGod. He wrltes of Leonardo s sc1ence and reason-
1 . . 41
_/ . "Otnlud' ne matematlka,'ne karty geografov, -
C - ne dovody razuma pomogli mne sdelat' to, chto ia-
*l sdelal, a edlnstvenno-—prorochestvo Isaii o
s novom nebe i novoi- zemle." ~ (V.B., IX, 1, 293)

o Leonardo is amazed at’ Columbus s 1gnorance. ‘Yet,, =

L



'atfalth in God the Grand Inqulsltor 1n :

by
b

he reallzes that whereas Columbus achleves the “1mpos51ble"

o .

hls own llfe 1s doomed to fallure and 1mpotence. _He laments
hlS fate as. compared to that of Columbus.

" Kak- malo on znal kak mnogo sdelal' e
A ia"so vsemi znaniiami m01m1—-nepodv1zhen, oS
" tochno Etot Berardi, razb1ty1 parallchom- AL e
vsiu zhlzn stremlius' k nevedomym miram i oo o LT
shagu k nim ne sdelal. Vera, -govoriat oni. . CR
‘No :razve sovershennala .vera .i sovershennoe . [ - T T
znanie ne odno i to zhe?: Razve glaza’ ‘moi - ne T
- dal'she vidiat, chem glaza Kolumbo, _
slepogo proroka?..Ili takov udel chelovecheskll-' ' ~
nado byt' zriachim, chtoby znat', slepym,
‘chtoby delat" (V B., IX, 1,»293 4) o

| People who bllndly pursue ‘a goalqﬂlilme an 1moortant roley?

<.

in the course of”hlstorv. Glrolama Sa ;vhls-bllndt_

"out the Dev11 Duke Moro who deflles al”f*;ounduhlmr_CeSare .{

'Borgla w2§‘dares all, and Columbuy who seeks paradlse all

‘succeed in affectlng hlstory as. 1t is- shown 1n thlS novel b
e L

Among these»major flgures only Leonardo da Vlnc1, estranged

aiand allenated from the malnstream of humanlty, is doomed to

anonymlty w1th1n the novel.v In explanatlon of such a-
conundrum,-Dostoevsky s underground man sald

-Ved' prlam01, za onnyl, neposredstvennyl-

" Plod soznaniia--&to inertsiia, to est’
soznatel 'noe slozha-ruki-siden'e . .. . -
Povtorlalu, u51lenno povtorlalu- Vse'f
neposredstvennye liudi i delatellv:?“'
potomu i delatel'ny, chto oni ‘tupy i

-ogranlchenny . . Ved' chtob nachat'

- deistvovat', nuzhno byt' sovershenno

- uspokoennvm predvarltel no- i chtob
somnenii ‘uzh nikakikh ne ostavalos
(Z I, P., l, vy 145 -6)

S

' It is’ 1mportant to p01nt out that the underground man bellevesvlhn;

that consc1ousness and 1ntellect lead to 1nert1a.: Whereas‘

- - ' oy



LS

ground man s dbntentlons. o r_,v‘g'¢'c,

. LI

Leonardo 1s shown not to hold such bellefs, the result of

his- consc1ousness and 1nte11ect tend to support the under-‘

Merezhkovsky{ln Resurreotlon Of the Gods 1ncorporates

Dostoevsky s falth in God and hlS 1dea of man god 1nto

8

~

o

(

R

concepts of Chrlstlanlty and pagan

., RS . . S

the character of Leonardo da V1nc1.- In Merezhkovsky s novel

: ; -D. ; . ;;- .
the artlst in- certaln’respects resembles Alyosha Raramazol

2

who dlrects humanlty to god's llght shinlng through the
darkness. Nevertheless, keonardb desplte his seemlng jl‘p”

synth351s of Chrlstlanlty and paganlsm, gOOd and ev1l,vls :v' |
e

1ncapable of renderlng good tg hlS fellow humans., Whereas

n».-—-—

Alyosha actlvely brlngs about good, Léonardo w;thdrawsffi%éfé“_ K

:‘J;lnto hlsaown 1nner world away from 11fe s v1brant flow._lfvi-“"

[:Agaln.Merezhkovsky has endeavored to fuse the

Ca

e
»

., good and eVLl fhtbf*\
s ' A
one of his hlstorlcal flgures, 1n th;s case, Déonardo da;g”

V1nb1 : He has endowed Leonardo w1th knowledge through wh1ch

he becomes equal w1th Chrlst in hlS respect for all*llfe.,fﬂ;?1”7

o

Dostoevsky régarded knowledge as’ the ba51s of ev11

As we have observed 1n Crlme and Punlshment and The Brothers*"'}g

R eI
N

el

Karamazov the comblned tyranny of will and 1nte11ect often

deterlor:te lnto év1l deeds.; Sonya reveals the splrltual

V-
l.f

power of falth Falth leads to God In this way, thrdugh
.&;\ A‘1,< . : S
falth, the 1nd1v1dua1 percelves good.‘ Accordlng to DoStoevsky;;

when knowlédge becomes the sol’l‘a51s of people s love for

\ K

to a halt._ Good makes f“f

God and hls creatlons, llfe com

. é

.
T

N L .,“1*_ . "



St ~ .78
J o - . "N.” .
. . . «

‘, \, o . . T :,'

’“w1sdom a the foundatlon cf human ex1stence.‘:Shestov7inrf'

e °

“

- ‘TQ_"Klerkegaard and Dostoevsky".states that knowledge often .

fallenates people from thelr very roots-iiﬁ.';f. knowled@e
'tgf :'does ﬁot make a man equal to God but tears h1m away from
JGod puttlng’hlm 1n the clutches of a dead and deadenlng |
’"truth'",4f Indeed, thls befalls Leonardo, who eventually

sees the hopelessnesS of hls 51tuat10n and reallzes thatd&

hlS actlons are doomed to chaos and nothlngness._ f
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4L. Shestov,;"Klerkegaard and Dostoevsky translated by
: ‘Elinor. Hewitt (Athenss: .Ohio University® Piess, 1969).;. p.-12
Thls is a translatlon of: “Klrkegaard-l ‘Dostoevskii' 'whlch

was unavallable in: the orlglnal. .’,,m;4,d"ﬁ-,,_n\

T
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”7g;”s":_;jf' CHAPTER VI

"_‘ PETER AND ALEXIS -;;h;7f-):'

I

';In the flnal novel of Merezhkovsky s trllogy,Peterf.f

andmAlex1s th?nstruggle between good and evll Chrlstlanlty

¢ s
o and paganlsm, Chrls

w-.
nnd Antlehrlst reaches 1ts culmlnatlon.y.

‘.‘:r:

Here Merezhkovsky focuses hlS attentlon upon the era of

Peter the Great.¢ Both Dostoevsky and Merezhkovsky found

thlS perlod of Russian hlstory fasc1nat1ng Dostoevsky says

. ]

of the tlme° }"'v51a R05511a st01t ha kak01 to okonchatel n01

tochke,”kolebllas Pad bezdnolu._-}_ In thls perlod arbltrary

w111 and ratlonallsm are seen to predomlnate. People are

‘u'f‘*'

P RN

© oy ":1 '
w2

@,

uprooted and torn from thelr cultural herltage.i-It is a

',lv

gerlod Of Anthhrlst the man-god.v Berdlaev wrltes of ”.‘"',
Dostoevsky s 1nterest‘ n Deter s r forms- ”;frﬁ;'fjd:.jy o

[}

;?a‘ - 'Ddstoevskll ne’ sklonen uzhe 1sk11uch1te1'nq

o 1dea11z1rovat' dopetrovskulu Rus'. :On:
”;prldaet ogromnoe znachenie’ Peterburgu,fﬂ-‘
fPetrovskomu eriodu . russkoi 1stor11.;
.. On-pisatel! &togo, perieda. Ego B A
;ﬂlnteresuet sud'ba chelloveka v . -~ o T
Cgeterburgskol, petrovskol R03511, S
§lozhnyil tragicheskii‘;opyt. russkogo _
”'skltal tsa,r otorvaysh59051a ot rodn01;' e
pochyy v\etot perlod SR S

Sy .

Merezhkovsky env151ons the hlstorlcal flgures of

r51C1ted fromﬂD. Merezhkovskll, Tolst01 i Dosto

Polnoe sobranle sochlnenll, op. c1t., Vol 9 p. ;x;:f}jf? L

'“73.2N.fBerdiaev,fMirdSOzertSaniewDostOevskogo,'0'; c1fL1fPé?1757 e
a . N. Berdiaev, M1rosozertsanie Los=og=2>d ;va.ffj R S



......

'“dBellevers who desplte‘opp051t10n marnta'n a devout falth Y?be"

Kfiln God and Ru551an Orthodoxy Peter, on the other hand, f;{_jﬁ

n_more Book II w1th1n the work is. devoted to Peter and

Mh;jthls is. somethlng of

7“Peter represents the:p % f'Antlchrlst, he does
,"lfjHe hlmself 1s unaware of hlS dual nature whlch exhiblts
- khsame tlme'ﬁeter enjoys the 51nglng and merrlment he becomes~”‘
'-sadlstlc, forC1ng hlS guests to drlnk untll thev become
j”;fquarrelsome flghts.: If-an 1nd1v1dual expresses'an aversaon
‘Qtowards a certaln fqod or drlnk, Peter tles hlm down and

‘”di:forcefully édmlnlsters the hated object.; &hlle leadlng .‘hihngﬁg

'"”fdsatlsfactlon. Frauleln Arnhelm w1tnesses SUCh a drunken

’3'? “

u .

° _shown to represent Antlchrrst 1n hlS despotlc effort to'fﬁ
'fredlrect Ru551an destlny.' The a55001at10n of Peter w1th

ﬂAntlchrlst is dlrectly brought out by the tltle of the

'_trllogy Chrlst and Antlchrlst and also by the full tltle

pof the novel 1tself Ant1chr15t~ Peter and Alex1s. Further—;ffv

entltled "Antlchrlst“-‘ Thus 1t seems as 1f the author-

‘-.;

f‘na%%ator flgure 1s cpmmlttlng hlmself to the v1ewp01nt that ”j]?f

”f Peter represents Antachrlst and Alex1s Chrlst.- However,,‘

Llflcatlon for bven though

R

"5'man1fest duallty,ll e.,.Chrlstlan humlllty and pagan darlng..~;'

|‘

o

*:\. . ‘

,jf;both klndly and savage charactarlstlcs.l often the latter }fﬁh} '

A S
v."

.°fdom1nate.: He throws drunken partles or "orgles At the

'24'1nebr;ated to the p01nt of madness.: Then they engage 1n\;fr;7@ﬁf

”

2

¢

.E_ g S e




'lf men who oppose hls re1gn.~ He feels no gullt Shlle chopplng

'-',:4"“" ’ 1 ‘% -: N ‘_.“ , ‘ i
LA A ] ’ ik
i - AP .

‘U menia v glazakh temnelol 1nogda ia L
.'pochtl tériala soznanie. . Chelovecheskie
Fﬂhlltsaxkazalls ‘kakimi-=to- zverlnyml mordaml,_f

i .strashnee’ vsekh bylo lltSO tsaria-- . - '

v‘shlrokoe, krugloe, S nemnogo kosym razrezom
o bol'shakh, Vypuklykh ‘tochno vypuchennykh
Loglaz, s torchashchlml kverkhu ostrymi. . .
cusikamis- lLtSO ‘ogromnoi khlshchn01 koshki -
5w111 tlgra.j Ono bylo spokoino.i- nasmeshlivo. '
. Vzor iasen'i prohitsatelen. . On odin byl.
Cwoo trezv i s liubopytstvom: zaglladyval Voo
-’ samye ghusnye tainy, obnazhennye vnutrennosti
'ai"”chelovechesklkh dush, gotorye vyvorachlvalls‘
pered nim nalznanku v etom zastenke, gde
orudlem thkl bylo v1no. .

C e
~

Peter s reIatlonshlp to the Ru551an natlon and hlS
- . Q-’ ~
famlly aIso reveals hlS dual nature.‘ Whereas Peter fears

such t1ny 1nsects as cockroaches he tortures and executes f&'f"‘”

N
R . ' e

off traltors heads.“ However, he can. shed tearsvwhlle hlS

‘s'

1fe rocks and‘comforts h1m.' He loves h1s w1fe and the :

) ]

majorlty of hlS chlldren w1th the spec1a1 except;on of

Alex1s for whom he often feels a murderous hatred People

.

S who,_llke Alexls,‘oppose h1m suffer dearlyz Dokukln, an

.'”;fcruelty W1th Peter

Y

1nnocuous Old Bellever, 1n the mldst of a church serv1ce,vpkf¢*}#j

o

calls Peter the Antlchrlst Peter is so 1nfur1ated that he *:jlff

Y

tortures and executes Dokukln.‘*hlixls 1dent1f1es hlS father so'VF

0 i

'?f"" T T i

g1l

L

5 terrlble double whlch takes on the 1mage.fyﬁ

‘d s -...A v .;' ;
____.' - R “ o :
ﬂ,;of a werewolf. Alexls longs to love hls father, but is. e
o . ‘s.‘ e _r' :_' - e s

“e]eﬁrlghtened by the assertlon of the lattex S savage Wlll' |

D.v Merezkhovskll, Antlkhrlst-' Petr i, Aleksel in: palhaé**"*-

“'sobranie. sochlnenll, VOl _4,_III,»1, ll7 8. Herelnafter
'01ted as ‘P.A A.. ’ S N o




:;gAleksel protlanul rukl, kak budto zaéhchlshchalas
ot smertel nogo udara, podnlal vzor: 1i: uv1del nad
soboi ‘v takomzhe bystrom, kak‘namednl,.no oL
teper’ uzhe obratnom, prevrashchenll oborotnla,
. vmeésto rodnogo.litsa, to- drugoe, ‘chuzhdoeé;.; RRTRE
et 0, strashnoe, kak mertvala maska——lltso zver1aﬁ~;‘j-"
e (P A., VIII, 11, 19) . :

o ’..

dﬁWestern‘technology.' He w1shes td,h“

orderly/ However, he 1m;tates”!%e styles and'

»f iL’Of Western Europe w1thout fully comprehendlng .%4 vt
,:f 45 , ”‘ Saln} Petersburg 1s the epltome of Peter s desrgnSV‘i
lf{fﬁ‘ andltbe embodlment of hlS w1ll.% It 1§fPeteris 01ty and 1s:fs;b€:
-f[id constructed accordlng to Western Euro:j*?:iéqéig; It e S
= bullt on é ratlonal plan of streets SVstemat1Ca11v meetlngffiﬁh
d'- at’rlght angles and blseCtlng at unlform 1ntervals.» Llnesifnqﬂﬁd
; are\desifnated so.ﬁg no house 1; oermltted to bypassvah‘_‘
o °e’-‘talﬁ“'P°mt-4;¢ R R S Y e

In hls zeal to build Salnt Petersburg,zPeter defles ‘.

the natural elements. He constructs hls great c1ty on a

fa

'Fisﬁlf-mnddy swamp whlch floods over at 1east every“flve years.7ﬁ?f{{tjq

e
e

Peter w1shes to demonstrate to hls people that ratlonallty

,' o

'1:

4Paradox:Lcally, in- Crlme'and Punlshment,_thls c1Fy founded

i} _f;upon reason.’ ahd -order 1s now chaotic.. Here the‘practlcal :
Sy lmpllcathons ‘of’ w111, reason and knowledge dete,loratlng 1nto
b.chaos come to the forefront.,m‘vn‘A_<.-__.¢_,;,K SRS

0.

RN

.L-



”“fls the ba51s of a- natlon s greatness. Slmllarly, qullan the

h”Apostate had struggled to restore paqanlsm 1nto a. fundamentally

:f;n7?aChrlst1an soc1ety.3 Both Peter and Sullan attempt what many
'?ﬁfiﬁthlnkers thought to be 1mp0551b1e. Peter, unllke Jullan,g.”
ucceeds,_ Salnt Petersburg surv1ves 1n splte of the people s

'f?ﬂcurses,ldlre predlctlons and a flood Peter s c1ty 11ves
'iln the face of all antagonlsm.:;fP{;g,f‘“"
Peter ] plans are 1n opp051t10n to both natural

W .

M@henomena and.hls subject‘s"hopes and dreams.' He hopes to

i<

do "good" and 1mprove Russ1an llfe by bulldlng lt upon '

“;_a.——Moskov1ty,7—-skazal Pleler,:-4de1aiut“ IENE
e vse po- prlnuzhdenllup a 'umri tsar’ [Peter““
RO proshchal nauka.!l Ro5511a-—strana, ~gde.
U vse nachlnalut i nlchego ne: okanchivaiut.”
7 'Na nee- delstvuet tsax” kak krepkala vodka

“- 'na zheleZo. Nauku-v poddannykh syoikh, ..
e e i “vbivaet batogaml,l palkam1,~po russko;
Vel posloevitseiros s ‘net togo: sporee; h 0
~'”“vku1akom PO shee (P A., III, ;o

‘) ‘ PN

":: Arnhelm £urther adds-fw

'5{5A russkll tzar‘iiPeter, c. A ], po. Sam°1

wom LT L prirdden Flasti svoei--despot;, 1 emu ...

S eonuzhny . raby.z Vot pochemu:userdno BRI
s S . ;vadit on ¥ narod: ‘tsifir,. nav1gatsa1u,~.?
R 1=ffort1f1kat511u 1'proch1e nizgshie . oot

LU prikladnye’ zraniia, -no. nlkogda ne

R _-»~f°tyﬁfdopust1t ‘svoikh poddannykh<do
tiﬁajw?*'ggfﬂ]fvlstlnnogo prQSVeshchenlla:ﬁkptoroe
T ~.~trébuet svobody. ‘ J.HII %-144J




)

c e

7freforms*_ FromxthefEEglnnln of hls cam algn to 1n roduce,v-
, 9 mp3

r" '

'?f5rat10nallsm Peter employs flogglng, torture and executlon.k,ﬁ.fff}f

k
e

LT

Peterfstrlves to become g man-god In hlS cruelty

"fhe overs;eps the bounds of éood and ev11 He remlnds us

'R

L

o ,of Cesare Borgla, Raskolnlkov s,"moral superman and Ivan

v e “'Aw -

fKaramaZOV s! theoretlcal perSOn to whom everythlng 1s permltted.x,j

PN

,,Whereae Leonardo=da V1nc1 both respects and recon01les good :

. h’ i
and ev1l Peter rlses above’them.l He dlffers from Leonardo

"y

"contrast lsﬂbroughtfuﬁ',

f who has a dream 1n whlch he sees the faces of both

"-Leonardo and Peter-V "V ob01kh lltsakh bvlo chto to obshchee,

N : ...‘,'.v

'”f7kak by protlvopolozhno podobhoe- V. odnom-§§el§kbe sozertsanle,.

flov drugom—-vellkoe delstv1e‘razuma ' (P A., IX, 1v, 185),

L ! AR

*hfﬂﬁrﬂﬂ;' The Ru551an people experlence great d}fflculty 1n,ff7'?‘.

K

”1fj_accept1ng Peter s reforms._ Desplte Peter s coerc1on ﬁhey

9

’cannot be reconc1led w1th western reason-and technology.

A’They can only relate well to tradltlon.v Reason and technology

tvaare completely forelgn to a natlon steeped 1n worshlp of

W

'ng mlracle and salnts.g The sudden transformatlon of the

T.v

“lfoundatzon of eople'e ex1stence rs absurd., It runs .»J“

4

'hjfcounter to that organlc development (pochvenﬂlcﬁestvo)

&whlch Dostoevsky had champloned as the v1tal, dr1v1ng force

-
S

*;of a natlon.f Hls antlpathy to the "ratlonally“'lmposed

r.-s

‘fWesternlzatron of Russxa 1s ev1dent 1n the underground man s

dlsparaglng remarks concernlng the modern‘"westernlzed"'”vlﬁﬁffﬁ"

P S
. s




i - . - - .
A 3._ - i A _ , LT L
man as e, e chelovek tronutxr razv1t1em 1 evrppelsk01-

t "J S

t31v1llzat51ey)st0net, kak chelovek {f otrev1vshllsla ot

arodnykh nachaI, .ﬁ. (Z I P., I; 1v, 144)
r / i o

'evsky s Vlewsf
conCernlng forceful inﬂroductlon of reforms lnto a natlon s‘
: ,'- J‘,“., v‘

Y
’ mldst Berdlaev presents three solutlons to the

D and "collectlve good"'towards wh1ch Peter»dlrehtf

Ru551an natlon' .i*f. ..”j~_hﬁ.fj ];..’ Af{,‘bk‘“%
, > R o FSPEEN . ¥
"-ﬂ Vozmozhny tri reshenlla voprosa o m;rovol_'
: [..garmonrl, o. rae;: ~ob okgnchatel nom - torzhestve
" dobra: - 1) garmonlla, rai, zhizn' v ‘dobre
. bez. svobody izbraniia, bez nirovoi tragedll,
" pez stradaniia i. tvorcheskogo truda; 2)-
- garmonla, ral,.zhlzn ‘v ‘dobre na- vershlne
. zemnoi ‘istorii, kuplennala tsen01 S
I 1{”nelschlsllaemykh stradanii i- slez vsekh
;... v 7. obrechennykh na. smert’ chelovecheskikh’
o - : T:ﬂpokolenll, prevrashchennykh v sredstvo
e dlial grladushchlkh schastllvtsev [Peter s,
o7 o.’solution, C.A. 1;.3) garmoniia, rai, zhizn'
- “.i v -dobre, k- kotorym prikhodit chelovek. cherez.
L;‘@='h;j.'jsvobodu i gtradanie V'pLane, v kotoryi. v01dut
I o ovse kogda—llbo zhlvshffwl“stradavshle, to
i [ v Tsarstyé Bozh'em:. Déstoevskii: reshltel no
BEAREE: ,;gotvergaet pervye dva reshenlia voprosa o
TR -_-;-mlrov01 garmonll 1 rae- A prlemlet tol'ko
..337,ng'5xi”n:tret e reshenle. : _

Merezhkovsky, 11ke Dostgevsky,hv1ewed humanklnd s dedelopment

as based upon freedom to choose God when confronf‘g/by ev1l. rﬁ,f

BN

s e o \ S e
. -uf',Peter, however, 1n h;s}effort to assert hlS w111 and do ;;'*W ;

_».,, -

?'"good" 1gnores Chrlst.. Furthermore, h1s success is: more T

.

1llu51ve thap real.; The Ru581an people only go through*ﬁs"\

i .. v,(

the motlons of actlng ratlonally and Peter s great c1ty, 327

Salnt Petersburg, exhlblts art1f1c1a11ty and ostentatlon.¢3

e

5N Berdlaev, erosozertsanle Dostoevskogb, p. 156.~_:L'“*”

S .»".’-.'-'
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That Peter must overcome 1nnumerable obstacles ln
'4order to brlng reason 1nto Ru551a is demonstrated by the

"'statue, Aphrodlte. It JS llke the statue Wthh Leohardo

fda V1nc1 measuéed w1th hls 1nstruments 1n Italy.,bPetggl
ot v -wa@h:‘

_brought it to SaLnt Petersburg and placed 1t 1n the Summer :g}ﬂ~ﬂf

Gardens.. The narrator descrlbes Ru551a a§ a land borderlng S
'v-on confu51on and nothlngness. t,.: (R R - B
:ﬁ&‘{< =8 togo samogo dnla,_kak vyshla, iz ty51acheletner", .

R 'v‘.moglly svoel, ‘tam, VO Florent511,-*shla ona LA R
o © yse'dal'she .i-dal’ 'she, ‘iz veka v vek, o T
- naroda. v narod,‘nlgde ne ostanavllvalas

_poka,_nakonets,_, pobedonosnom shestv11,-

S -, - ne dostigla poslednklkh predelov zemll—-
it w‘f:‘fu';-».;_Glperborelsk" Skifii,. za’ kotor01 uzhex/et/*
e L KA l‘v‘;nlchego kromefj‘ 3 kKhi , BB

WL dddy 315 o

L _' .

A R , L S
Whereas Peter 1ncorporates the pr1nc1ple of Antlchrist

:}'i'fand the denlal of freedom of Splrlt Alexls resembles Chrlst.."

"Ff”hgwlthln the novel and from the standp01nt of” the Old Bellevers‘-kﬁ

1,

.’*5he‘represents Rus51a 87 salvatlon:from eternal damnatlon.-dhl ﬂfﬁ
-:fiThe way 1n whlch Merezhkovsky portrays Alex1s remlnds us,

ﬁffof Solovev s "Sophla ' 5olovev s phllosophy Sophla fﬂ*

<
L

uﬁfﬁserves as the medlum bet.een humanlty and God Peter}

}j;Zouvoff 1n hls 1ntroductlon to Solovev s Chtenle o 3’]3:}f‘4:““"

TRy That synthesls 1s expressed in the concept
.. of, the ‘Godmanhood of Christ, who.is the-
,fgonly link between: the¢1neffable God and
_the.- phenomenal world of: man~—act1ng in’
“man. through the’ medium of ‘the' 'world= SOul‘ S
le) 4 Sophla—vand who ‘is ‘to" recelve unto~a{'*-§?ﬁlﬁf:y -
Hlmself all redeemed humanlty and the~;_;j?yﬁ”}.§




whole transflgured unlverse._ the ;Son'»“ o
~ of Man' in whom 'dwelleth the - fullneSS I SO
| of God'.® R AR l

: Old Bellevers regard Alex1s as thelr bond w1th the Lord

Dokukln,, an Old Bellever, begs Alex1s to purge Russxa of

—-Smllulsla,.batluShka. Poslushal nas, . _,*f o
_bednykh, vopiushchikh, poslednlkh rabov . &
vtv01kh" Poradei za veru khrlstlanskulu,

IEPURRCSP: 0% B gosudar v tsarev1ch,
 [Alexis, C.A.1 dltlatko krasnoe,- - tserkovnoe,

’jsolnyshko ty. nashe, nadezhda Rossiiskaia: . '
_Toboi khochet ves' mir. prosvetlt sia, o [T .
*tebe! 1iudi: Bozhii rastochennye radulut51a.

E511 ne: ty po Gospode” Boge, Kto nam

‘pomozhet°' Propall,,propall my . vse bezg/

de51res the death of the other.j Whereas both father and

domlnates Alex1s and tHe latter Peter._ Thus desplte Alex1s

vntellectual parr1c1de.

"ﬂ.fQECOntradxotory fragments of thelr nature often fuse 1nto

'mhirdmhe narrator says of them when they engage in;

~-fMaska protlv mask1~-1 v obelkh vnezapnoe,;u L
4strannoe,_kak budto prlzrachnoe, skhodstvo-—-;“

of £ Inproductlon fo: V Solovev, Tecturesion
- (Fioh 14Dennls DobSOn Ltd.,

the Antlchrlst, Peter.' He crles out to Alex1s for compa351on. N

R .teblar rodlmyl._ smiluisial (B A 1,
IR TRE SV AR SR
ﬁyd Beter and AleXlS eXperlence a svmblotlc relatlonshlp ‘

1n wh1ch one character serves as.f01l to the other and each S

-;son exh1b1t Chrlstlan humlllty and pagan darlng ebe former',"

Despate thelr opp051ng tralts,‘f_dth

.lggsx,.p.tzg.ffg”'"

In the novel Alexls also llnks the soul w1th D1v1n1ty. Tﬁeﬁjf:;ﬁff
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v pnotlvopolozhnostlakh podob e. Kak budto -
~sh1rokoe, krugloe, pukhloe litso Petra,
.otrazhalas v dllnnom ‘i toshchem litse :
Aleksela, tochno v vognutom zerkale,
-chudov1shchno ‘suzilos', vytianulos'.

(P A., IV,’lv, 228~ 9) L ' o

~" A1ex1s, asma symbol of the tradltlonal Chrlstlan

K ¢ .

concept of good is dlstlngulsheq from Peter by the character— 315

"1st1cs of humlllty and respec%\for the people‘ Will leadlng

_*Fo cruelty and tyranny domlnate Peter.‘ Alexrs understands'd"

ES

hls people.: He w1shes tOf;eturn to the people thelr tles

9 : Y o .
e 'T. to thelr cultural herltageztgHe fears for Ru531a and ltS‘

e )’
‘1-~.,,. oy

natlve way§ sub]ect as’ thefzhave been to pern1c1ous, non—

_,organlc cultural 1nfluences.,w s ci o o _
e . - T o m i

. . Nam sob01u vsenarodnoqo obychala peremenlt'
BT nevozmozhno. . - o '
¢ o vﬂg@“f  Kotoraia zemlia perestavllaet obyph 1,
' 'i'ta zemlia nedolgo stoit. ‘
oD Zabyli ‘rustkie “1iudi vodu sv01kh sg$udov 1

nacha11 Takomo napoevat'sia ot:chuzhikh’ o
vozmushchennykh vod.‘ (P.A A., III, 11,_161 2)

‘.Alex1s further renounces Peter s reverence of Western’
’Q°ratlonallsm andctechnoloqy.. _,’jy‘ ‘:',1f5 ?Q“ww

"Mne sumnltel no, chtob podllnno vee' 7
, blagopoluchle cheloveka v odnoi. nauke . S
‘,sost01alo. Pochto v drevnie ‘vremena. L
" men'she uchilis', no ‘bolee, nezheli r', o
... nyne;. so mnog1m1 naukaml, blagopoluchlla
: ~ - videli? .5 velikim prosveshchenlem" R
.- .. .mozhno byt' velikomu skaredu. Nauka - = °
h : ' ”,1v razvrashchennom serdtse est' 11utoe :
'orudle delat' zlo.v (P A.; III, ii,. 163)

/”QJ'PFAlekisﬁ alm 1s to allow the~people freedom to choose thelr fh
B -own - destlny | | | S |
Confl;ct over rellglon eternally severs Peter from

-.\'

V-hfthe people and in part 1eads h1m to murder Alex1s.i Peter Qt;.Vu



,‘aﬁm‘/ : T SRSER: v
-+ tends to 1gnore/Ru551an Orthodoxy.h He con51ders 1t to be

|

E,vsuperstlflon and tradltlon.; He belleves

.4«

_ based on mlrac
- that the universe is. founded upon reason and order. 'In .

~h1s world there is no room for worshlp of m1ra¢le worklng

v

‘1éons, reverence for salnts, or anythlng lacklng logical

\

hexplanatlon.- He becomes Ru551a s Aﬂ%lchrlst because hef-';)';i.

”‘¢_destroys tradltlonal Russ1an Orthodoxy.

In hlS effort to stamp'ﬂhthu551an Orthodoxy Peter
t{tadeems it necessary to des&roy Alexrs, the\symbol of the “ff"

ﬂ*.Old BelleVers.' Peter mentally and - phys1cally tortures

"j; Alex1s to the p01nt of despalr.” Alex1s humbly accepts hls h?:il

'vj-punlshment and ln thlS way Ls Shown to represent sufferlng.pV

: ;t':Because he suffers 1ngustlce and 1s murdered by hlS fatheril
R iy g T ‘Wr' ‘p\.r-_&h"‘.& -
L "]'he 1s allowed to d1v1ne God just before hls death = At thls

P

o ,.p01nt in the novel he encounters John, the Son of Thunder.,‘

__»... ;

q@s 1n Solovev s "Tale of the Antlchrlst"‘ here too John

represents Ru531an Orthodoxy.? He offers the dylng tsarev1chf}»i

s

peace and eternal salvatlon. Desplte Peter s hatred, Alexrs ;@d

LS

LDt

A{at last enjoys happlness and God s warmth.»-,nh

‘I solntse voshlo v, nego, i on pochustvoval
chto net ni skorb;, ni. strakha, ni:’ bOll,v~__
- ni smerti, a esty tol'ko vechnaia’ zhizn', /. -
'r'vechnoe solntse—;Khrl tosi,(P A., X, v1, 229)

John, the Son of Thun er, appears to one other

'Viperson in the novel Tlchon Zapolsky Qflchon wavers betwee%.fﬂp.i

‘the 1rratlonal and Chrlst on the one hand andiAntlchrlst

~,' o o oo

o

h:-?gée7b;'1°P°£ffhisfstuay;$7

C2
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~,and reason:ongthe other.._He'fears‘theplmmlnent;end of-the
Cworld:s LT e
"yse ‘ravnd", podumal on,ei”ydrug'ne%}erplmym S

T ‘svetom zagorelas 'v-soznanii.mysl': “vse
.‘ravno, ‘kakoi iz ‘dvukh’ putei on vyberet,* S

kuda poldet——na vostok-ili- zapad; i-zdes'

i tam, na poslednykh predelakh vostdka i
'zapada——odna mysl" odno chuvstvo: sk,
konets.“ (P A, II, 11, 83) .

In the end E}chon freely chooses Chrlst.f However,;‘

ls e

» he experlences dlslllu51onment when he encounters varlous R

.?]rellglous sects.f He and Cornellus, an Old Bef?ever, defy

'.r’.

nyPeter s dlctates and flee to a forest along the Veltouga,

;VHere they 301n the Raskolnlks. The Raskolnlks hope to

'hw:sceﬂefoﬁhfhe massacre._

7b another rellglous sect.: rnhey 1ndulge 1n sensual lust and

¥

ntlchrlst, by throwmng themselves 1nto

%§cape Pb;gr‘:;

' p’

4 ’a secret chamber.; Indeed Cornellus

: The Raskolnlks actlons 1ead Tlchon to the brlnk of

g fdespair; He: flees to Moscow and becomes 1nvolved w1th ‘WQj'“

B ¢ s
! e

y

[;moral perverseness.4 By actlng 1n thlS manner they hope to

vescape the strlct conflnes of the Ru531an church A(Q'

l{dffourteen year old glrl glves blrth to a baby boy The
":f'members of thls sect proclalm the new born as Chrlst andﬁ}f

_fiattempt to sacrlflce hlm to the Lord Once agaln Tlchon"

AT - R Sl
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Merezhkovsky felt that only at death mav the indlvidual

-~

finally“éee the 1ight and peaeefully enjoy God s warmth and
love.. Whatever the intended meqsage is through this final
aot of death, the conclusive yolution involvinq the synthesis

o 5 S
“_ of qood and evtI, understood an terms of Ghristianity and  ﬁﬁ' y

RN TR

paqanlqm, ﬁhrfet end Antichrist, is never passed on to
Ai}. humankimd at ]arge _ : f ‘ R . :
o neth Dnntoevnky and Meterhkovsky dealt with the'fﬁﬂ
prnhinms nf dnoﬂ and evil within a Christian frameWork.;;h‘
e; thn rictinn discuqqeﬂ herein they both recoqnited Christ
Jnn thn nltimatn qhintfen to evil. Dostoevsky as. a seer of7ni?f L
thn npirlt hnlinved that humanity had to tread the path of. iﬂ;! .
evil nnﬁ nnfforinq hefhre it could best experience kY

. | . :
Gndmnnhnnd f e.. @hfiet.' Merezhkovekv, hcwever, wiqhed

G
>

@ m nynt‘heni?e i‘no qpirit and. the Elesh which e considered:""" |
| tn bn bound up with Chriatianity and paqanism._ Dostoevskyif{;fni'
’i'showed ppnpfﬁ;the traqedy of their existence when they ff?;7_:f;\;
indulqn ln manqodhood and eucceeded in demonstratinq the = ; |
path to Goﬁmanhood through ttaditional Christian conceptst'H
Merezhkovsky by Focusing upon. . definite historical periods
3 .‘souqht a qynthesis eé‘the antaqonistic qoncepts of gooa L
R and evil . HoweVer. he—did not in his triloqy show a viabIé/ e
reconciliation ef their components'. Christianitv and

>

.%'_ ﬁaganism, Cﬂrist and Antichrist, the spirit and the flesh.“siln,,

. \ . <‘ .
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