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Abstract -

This discussion examines the position of the Li! . th myth
8s an integral part of 'facDonald's fan'asy T.ilith. The criti-
cal treatment of Lilith has neglected the importance of the-

original myth and its connection “ith MacDonnld's message of

repentance and spiritual developnment.

The characteristics of m?thopoeism, nllegory and parable
in HacDomald's symbolic style, his attitudes toward the iﬁaa-
ination, and his theories were shaped by many influences,
especially the philosophies ~° Boehme, German romanticism,
Cal;inism and Darwinisnmn. The resulting theory - ¢ spiritual
:evolution fornms the basis of MacDonald's search for 'nity with

the divine.

The Otherworld setting of lMacDonald's fantesy reflects
his skill in creating a believable s2con.ary world which re-
inforces his theme through vivid antithetical imagery. Within
this location he places characters who embodvy his message of

repentance, involved in action which ehwphasizes development

—
’ e

and spiritual evolution. \

MacPonald chose to clothe his b@liefs in fictional form
‘because in that way he thought he could speak to a larger
audienée (or congregat.on). The gron~- ol fantasy orovidéd a
Wi.e range of moveﬁg;; and expressinn, #.d freedom of imagina-
tive processes. Wishing to evoke all the mystery and wonder

associated with the spiritualrrealm, facDoneald used the ancient



EE-]

Lilith myth but enriched its personal meaning for hinsgelf
{and for his readers) by linking it with the Christian enpha-
51s on repentance and spiritual growth.

]

>
»

-The 1ife/death inversion——the deat™ 6f self to nwake
Into spiritunl 1ife--was important Lo MacDonald throurhout
his literarr  wreer. His first fantasy, Phantastes (.358),
cuntains these ...oughts:
The very fact that anvihing can die, implies the
exl .ence o° somethingeg that cannot die; which nust
either take to itsel? another form, as when the seed
that iz sown dies, ani arises armain; or, in conscious
: existence, mny, perhavs, coni.nue to lead a purely
spiritual 11 ‘e,
Lilith (1895), nis last fantasy, is the fullest expression
—_—— b A Iy

of MacDonald's belief that man's progress is towards ultimate

unity with his Creator once acain.

vi
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Pilitn hoad oan lnteresting history of composition, reflect-

ing the seriousneass with which MaceDaonal ceprarded his messaee
of spiritunl provith and hisc decire for unity of flen and sym-
ol « expreasion, Yobert L. Wolfrf has examined the six pre-

ublication versions which propress from a bound noteboon
’ } i

-
o

dated 28 YMareh 1800, tLc rfinal typesceriot, and notes that

the ma)or chianges occur pvtwwvn the first vercion and the suc-

50
. « . \ I3 Al
ceedingy ones. Also commentingy on the difference between the

orifpginal text and the revisions, Hichard Zeis emvhasizes G

he

unusual care MacDounald took with tnis boolk:

Of the other Jac’onald monuscripts I have examined, none
even approaches the comnlexity and the evi innce of lon-
labor obvious uvon even 4 brief ~lance at Ltnis one. -
Donald knew that he was maklne nis definitive statenment,
not merely rinding out another nearly qInligible addi-
tion to the immense cor: us of his work.®

Of Lilith's first writing in 1820, Greville MacDonald

states:

He was vpossessed .y a feeling--ne would hardly let e

call it a conviction, I think--that 7% was a mandate
direct from Coi, for wialich he himself was to find form

and clothing; and h: set avout 1its transcrintion in tran-
quillity. Its first writing is unlike anythins else he
ever did. It runs from pnage To vage, with few breaks

into new varagrarhs, with 1ittle punctuation, with scarcely
a word eltered, and in a handwriting freer vernhans tnan
most of his, vet wizi.. the same beautiul lesinility. The
nandate thus embodied in synvollic forms, over which h§2d;i
not ponder, he then gJave 1t more correct array: . . .

20. . . - . . e
. Robert Lee wolff, The TGolden lev: &\ Studvy ¢’ thes Fica-

. ~ . ~ , A “ . . = E \
tion of Georsz ‘faclonald (ldew liaven: Tale Univ, ress, 1961,
D. 323, '

21 c
Reis, pp.9L-25,
T -
Greville MacDonald, Georse Maclonald and his ~ ife (Lon-
don: Georpge Allen & Unwin, 192L), p.5L43. ilereafter cited as

GMDW.
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rendin st manuscoriovt, Machonald's wife, Louisa, feared
&
the novel would be tanen as a si,n of waninyg vower ratner

as o work of senius, thus damaging her husband's reputa -
A

‘- ) .. . . N . . v
. Her o opinlon caused Machonald eoreat distress. How-

» When the dec’-ion  ether or not to publish the work

left Lo the Julgement of their son, Greville, the younyg

Sew 1t as a nasterpiece and ur;ed its publication.

Any work which caused varied reactions in MacDonald's
family mipht bLe exprocted to provoke both praise and con-
ation in scholastic ~riticism. Lilith has had a wide range

ritic:l Judrements onacsed upon it.

The most damaring statement, attacking content and style

claiming that the book is evidence of MacDonald's morbid

hological state, comes from B.L. Wolff's study of his

Y

ion. Wolff declares;:

Perhaps Louisa MacDonald was rirht in her instinetive
feeling 'that it would have bteen better for her husband's

reputation had Lilitn not been rrinted. Jdne mirsnt for-
Give its cruelty, its ugliness, its irresponsibility,
its broodins depression, if one could feel wita Child-
that the images had inexbiaustible meanine, and that the

author kept the story moving. Close reading of Lilith
has convinced me instead that i2spite powerful and oc-

G
casionally noving passapges., i is freeble, anvicuous, and
- 1

b
t
inconsistent in 4dts imarery, full of senile hatreds and
resentments, and the most violent in its agFrressions of
all MaclDona_d's works. The consolations that it pro-
t their meaning for the

fesses to offeroﬁeem to have los
author himself.”

23Gr-mw, pp.5k5-55,

L
Wolff, p.332.
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These are stron/,s charyes that have been countered in other

criticism which removes Maclonald from o« iow o contines of
Freudian analysis alone. MacDonald' .y “nswer to Wolfr
would perhans be 1L o man imagines not "what he pleases,

but what he can. If he be not a true nan, he will draw evil
out of tle best; we need not nind how he treats Any work of

arL'"25

Wolff's comment upon the opinion of Child refers to an

.article braising both MacDonald's imafination and his eraft:

The story is so nDacked with neaning, so ‘ull of imares
of which the nmeanings seen incxhaustible, that it is
marvellous to see how Gcorge MacDonald Feeps it, as a
story, moving, and is ever ready with sone new and
Strange vehicle of beautiful or frotesnue or horrible
imagination, 3ut notaing in the craft of the book
comes up to the simplicity of the last oreaking down
and surrender of the Princess of evil. )nly a strong
mind and a surgéartist could have dared and achieved

<

that bareness.

These two quotations express the diverse reactions to Lilith.

In his study, Richard Reis éxamines the full-length adult
Tantasies Phantastes ang Lilith, and sees in them the "fullest
fhantastes 21iitn .
. . ' . . . 2
realization" orf Ma-Donald's symbolic techniques. Although

he concludes that MacDonald deserves secondary rank as wnn art-

ist because such faults as "sentimentality," "verbosity," and

George MacDonald, "The Fantastic Imagination," A Dish

of Orts: Chiefly Papers on the Imerination and on Shakespeanre
(London : Ldwin Dalton, 1906/, o.320.. Purther references to
MacDonald's essays will be footnoted with the abbreviated
title Orts and the bage number,

Harold Child, Tines Literary Cupplement, 29 May 1024,
pP. 329. , . - .

273655, pp.86-102.
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. . . 1 - .
"preachiness" mar the fantasies as well as the "realistic"

"iction, Reis adnmires MacbhDonald's skill in creating symbolic

) .
fentasy. He Judges Lilith as MacDonald's nasterpiece, prais-
ing the novel as "tightly constructed,”" and finer than the

[ v
author's other works in its "excitement, symbolic resonance,

n29

and psycholopgical truth.

i
Althourh the scholaersiip on MacDonald's Lilitnh has con-
centrated on psycholopgical motivation, sources, stylistic tech=-
‘niques and summary, it has neglected to question his purpose
in choosing the Jewish myth for thematic scaffolding or to ex-
Y _ .
amine the significant changes MacDonald introduces. The myth

is an integral part of his message, and requires more than a

passing reference to its presence.

In Lilith, ‘facDonald adheres closely to the myth; he re-
tains the basic story; Lilith's name, history and relation to
Adam, and many of her traditiona} characteristics. But in
MacDonald's fantasy the myth receives amplification andvsig-
nilicance far beyond its basic structure; he uses the details
from the Jewish background, and enriches them by his original
addition of Lilith's repentance. Yet more important than the-
exercise of creative expression are the reasons and purposes
behind his inventive use of the basic myth. MaecDonald adapted

the Lilith myth for his symbolic fantasy: his treatment revedls



le)

his message. Hic themes are repentance and conversion as the
only way to acliieve oneness with God, and spiritunl evolution

as the path to discernment.

‘Althouph critics such as Reis and Wolff place Lilith in
. . . 1" 3 1" 30
the tradition of the picaresque or “chain-adventure story,

a series of unrelated adventures through which the hero passes

unchange ! 'n character, 1 disapgree with this classification,

arguing thaot Maconald/presents a development in his hero's
awareness by educating/him through his experiences, a process
in hermony with a eory of spiritual evolution. As a result

of Utherworld visits, Vane pradually understands the concepts

of ‘reedom, individuality, and unity, and confronts the neces-

Ly o repentance and the death of self in order to experi-
er . i1l ual l;fe.
Afte ¢« scussing some of the influences upon MacDonald's

messar of ~iricunol evolution as it is expressed in Lilith

and upon his > style, we shall‘examine the fictional
Utherworld Mwc.oo.. o rreated. Then we shall focus our
attention upon L. i ~~+wratings on the development in
Lilith and Vane. < whiich take place in Lilith are
essential, but Tanc L. cur examinatlon; through
his eyes, his experi.n z 2du.~tion ¥ Raven llacDonald
presents the issues .= - B _rm<o such as
"repentance,”" "loss LA " occur
30

Reis, p.105.
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repeatedly in this discus: ion; the possible sipnificances of
some of HMacDonald's symbols will encrie but ) ns we must con-
stuntly remember, these are not alpebraic equivu]@nﬂs. ~Other
meanings arse not only possible but dcsiyublc in order Lhaﬁ
everyone nay comprehend the messare, The entire parsdox of

life throuph death, with which "acDonald wns workin,, will be

examined.

There is ygreat difficulty in presenting clearls the life/
death inversion in Lilith, as there is in any 1issue whaere the
neanings of words are reversed. ssentinlly there are two
levels of life and death: natural and spiritual. If you hold
onto physical life, you'cannot obtain spiritual, everlasting
life, and die a "spiritual" death, for your desires remain
earth-bound. If, on the other nand, you are willinx to experi-
ence a "death" of your natural desires--to forego them for

something greater--you reach a higher level of life, on a spiri-

tual plane, In Art and Poetrv Jacques Maritain expresses the

dichotomy in these words:

That is why mysticnl lanpuasre knows onlyv two terms:
life according to the senses and life according to the
spirit; those who sleep in their senses and those who
wake in the ey Ipirit., Because there are for us only
two fountain-._.ads: the senses and the Onirit of God.

Man hac o spiritual soul, but which infornms a body.
If it be a question of passing to a life wholly spiritual,
his reason does not suflfice; his tentatives toward angel-~
ism always fail, ills only authentic sgiritualii“ is
bound to rrace and to the doly Spirit.”

Physical life alone leads to spiritual death; a firfurative

31

Jacques !faritain, Art and Poetrv (dew York: Philosoph-
ical Library, 1943), op.LT7-43,




denth o f earthly oo ~erno develops oo ritunl 15 00, Phoyoadon:

death s not an is: a0 in Machonal 1's staterment of Uhis poaralox.

To the Lilita myth's cancent of individuality and sel -

Foverntenty Mael onald adds Lilith's repentance essentinlly Lo

>

parallel oimilar changes in e, As we Ffollow Vane's develon-
ment under tie instruction of “aven (Adanm) and Lhe others ) and
wateo Lilith's dramatic move townrd relinauishineg sel, ve hear
Machonald's voice in the backrround, working with lanruaie and
symbol to teach that we must forsale our tenacious hold on
ourvelves, cive un the desire to ecnntrol our U‘WII Tives and
destinies, and place ourselves willingly within God'c olan and
purpose. Dramatically and symbolicnlly, Machonald ar, .cs Lthe
death of self for true individual Life, re-echoing i1he words

of Jesus: "For whosoever will save his 13 “e shall lo-e i

whosoecver will lose v life for my sake shall find 1t" (Matt.
N

lu:25) .-



The term "mrytoopocie’ | annlied o Tachonald's particular
qualitly of cwvmbolic wuriting Ly sueh eritics as L0, Lhewis,

soK. Chesterton aned W, forten, dndicates Lhat it enbodies an

Tdea or concern wiieoh i tmvortant Lo all mankind: to crentne
1 " . - - PR X

n my th for humanits cxnrecsines Lhe “andnmental oo neman

existence, This nebulons chsracteristic, o blend of alle,ar-

[
~

leal and mytihic teehnlgues developin:s the Limeless and univer-

sal quality of mrin, ~lules precise detfinition, althouirh Lewis

labored to describe it in his introductionn to Phantantes and
3q L 1t
Lilitn. Cpeaking of MacDonald as the supreme fantasist,

s
=
0
s
2
—

wno hovered between lerorical and mrthopoeic, Lewias uses

the ternm "bLevond vxpresasion" +o descrite Yuclonald
to create, witn nmythic art, emotional sensutions outside our

normal mode of consciousness., One thinr remains clear: no

+

mrtter what characteristics toFpether creante this nythopoeic
[

writing. it has an unmistakable and de ol noviner effect unon

those to whon tne nyth speaks and by whom it is understood.

There is an element o aAllersory in Maclonald's fiction;

literature workings in a symvolic wvein with didactic nurnose

usually involves some allepar: 1 content and siructure. In
Allegory: The Tneory of g - ¢ 'nde, Anrus Fletcher cites

Goethe's dictinction between allesgory and symbol:

32C
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.5. Lewis Introduction t
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- ’
marks concernin, The 17 -ny Princnrns ni vtiher ciories, nin-
L
points the rarticular attituyde nectesrary when approaching
I ? ¥ : ;
MacDonald's symuvolic work:
. ] , . .
In & war ManTlionald'g stories aro 1‘lef>rles, fust as
The Tilr~» 'S Trosress ig bty unlire +he story of
Christian's Joiuarnev a5 tin ‘ninr Citwr, we are nct
meant to ve thinkip-~ A1l the _ipme avc i, what they mean
~—and caertainly not to Ly oto work oyps wiatl each person
5 N DA
Or adventure stands for,
Angus Vletcher, Al larorey T Tnecry a4 “vnvolic “fnde
(Jew York: Cornell Univ. Tress, 100L 5.1
Ibid, n.277,
35,
ADZ <. n,.T2.
-
30 ~ - 4 + 3 - T e oyt
Rocer sancelyn Jreen, Introduction +g ~2inht Princaes
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paraboeli ot e choer o et ne familiar o wit
onbento ang Lol el on crance bl Maedeioety
Concerning LpararolLeo wriling Lo o Gee tow connloeeted
fultils th requirernrnioe—crention of - special v
the luner realits of man, develooing o strong apli
ments concern with ftdentityy dreamlihe method and
tions; coalesenee of Lhenme and g tory with Hveryn
appropriatencss o a noebio vrocaedure; desire to

of "the order of Imarination ratiior 4han of mere

volvin, tne author's: deenes feelings and beliefs
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in peraonn] Pramortality is comnlicated in him by «n
Individaal ap nratieal visian of 4 universe which enan
only be understoon. brothe asasunontion of (B @R AT dimensions,
noun i VOO WO e e e Lime and shace oo Lwn o
more worlds ars continuaally g merinposed, Thin o special
vision e Donald, Dihe the nrysticnl noets, coulld onlw
attenpt to e nvey o throusn phyvsionl Imaprery ) Lat wity
him, ac nis son nalnted out ) iU g eossentinl to remen-,
. I
ber Lhat suen ima VOnoAre never mere alprobraice symbol s,
Macielce's Sinal contention o that "o relivcious theme | when
. . - . 53
LV pmets into flteratare, requires come sort of parable form."
Limitations orf lanruape emeree inp any exnresai f spiritual
inport becaune the words, familiar to s, are inadequate to
- . , . : 5k .
convey anyvtning bevond our three-dimensional eXxperience,
devertiae ¢SS, these lanpua~e Sorms are our onlwy meansg of re-
cordina sonirityal discovery As 0.0, Lewis s5avs in MMero Chrisgt-
lanity concerningm the Aifficaliy of understandings Christian
~autey !

c Vo . . . . . . N
writines, 'Lnrlstlanltr,clnlmn to be tellins us about another
vorld, abvbout somethinr beyond the world we can touch and hear

oL s
20
.ad see. "
In one of his sermons, acDonald ermvhasizes that God Hin-
self moves the soul by the power o° suggestion in parables:
The Lord puts thinss in sudbdefined, surrestive shapes,
yieldinr no satisfactory meaning to the mere intellect
.« .« Accordings as the rew ¢creation, that o+ reanlity,
advances in him, the man becomes able to undersztand the
. L >0
words, the Symbols, the parables of the Lord,
2 .
Maciieice, ».119.
Ibid, p.27.
omitiing the foux-th ‘dimension c¢f time.
55
C.5. Lewis, Mere Christianitv (London: Geoffrey Bles,
1952), p.123.
. . ~
o} .
Reis, p.30. '
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Thus the synbolic writer, the soealior of parables, in attempt-
ing to move man Lowards God Lhrouyrn Suppestion, is following

His examnle. v using his imaviation for this urpose of
: . i t

4

divine unity ., the writer emnlovs God's ITt as jio intended,
But while the imamination of man hag thus the divine
function o puttin - thouht into Torm, It has a duty
altorether Quman, vhicn 1is praramount to that funcition-—-
the duty, nanely, which snrinecs “rom his inmediate ra-
lation to the Father, that of following and finding i
out the divine imarination in Whose imagzge it was ruxde.g

+

Just as God works symbolically to affect nman and tn awalken him
Spiritually, tle innvcination functions in a similar fashion.

In very truth, a wise imaﬁinution, which is the prescnce

of the spiris of a0l is the hest mruide that man or wo-

man can nhave; “or it is no
h

nce us

the thinss’ we see the nost

.
o
rl the nost vowertfully, undefined,

clearl: that inrlue
yet vivid visions of somethinr Levond, sonetiing- eve
has not -cen nor ecar heard, have Tar more influence than

any logical seqjuencen wnereby the sane ‘taings may be

demonstruted to the intellect. It is the nature of the
thinfg, not the clearness DT oIlts outline, tha' dete pines
. . .. . . . . 50
1ts operation. ve live b faith, and not v sisht,

Pursuin;: a deeper reality, the ima;q‘nation surbassos the #
limit of logical pursuasion because it works emotionally,

through svabols ith nultiple meaning:s. iacDonald propels his

reader towards that reality, not by intellectual impetus but

by symbolic surres+ion and =2n inward evolution toward Sod., Ana-

lyzing meLAidology, e clearly defines nis objectives and ains:

If 2 writer's aim be lormical conviction, he nust Spare
o+

no lopical paineg, not merelr to be uncderstood, but %o
escape being nisunderstood; where his object is to move



ol

by suppestion. to canse to Imapine, then let hin assail
the sonl o Lo reader as the wind assails an neolian
harp. Ifqthpvﬂ be music in my reader, | would gladly

)

ware it. *

Althourhh lopical conviction nnd movemnent by sugirestion

muy not be senar-ted completely in HMacDonald's work, his evi-

2}
dent priuary concern s to move mankind snd to ensure Lhat the

moven~-n' 13 nrogression, nat retrvssion.bo Maconnld, in sur-
gesting the infinite and indefinable, strivés to elucidate his
themes throuprh constant repetition of his images and symbols.
ife is willing to risk bein. misunderstond by those who cannot

yet understand.

Thougn the sources of MacDonald's theory of spiritual
evolution are many, the major ones are Jacob 3oehme, the schools
of Gernun romanticicm and “atural philosophy, the Calvinist

doctrine of the ~le-~t, an ne evolutionary theory of Darwin.

MacDonald's belief that all nature expresses God's thougnts

reflects both his immersion in tne writines of the nystics who

-~

o . . ol Lo . . .
upheld ‘this medieval idea and nis own view of unity in the

59Orts, p.321,

60 : ) . oo : s

Cf. George MacbDonald, The Princess and Curdie (Pnila-

delphia: J.B. Lippincott, 19287, pp.23%, 253 and tae sirnifi-
cance of Lena and the Upflies as human beinrfs who have rer-resced
into grotesque wodies and ar=e sradually vrorressing towards
human form again. This is a physical manifestation of ‘fac-
Donald's theory of sviritual evolution, exvpressed in inmages
conprehensible to children.

61 . : . .
Cf. Rosamond Tuve, Allecorical Imarery: Some Mediaeval
Books and Their Posteritv.(Princeton:Princeton Univ. Press,
70 . -
1966), pPp.200-71 for a reversal of this customary view.




naturasl and spiritual worlds. Lccompunyinyg

15 the postulate of mmanuel Swedenbore:

world corresponis to the spiritual world,
natural world in reneral, but also every
These corresvondences are not readily apovarent

forms which embody God's thourht yield pgreater

'

man proceeds in his quest for the divine

Macdonald was well acqudinted with

Hi

v

enphasic on mrowing discernment angd

nature echoes the sixteenth century beli

o

Lhne

and

wvhole

not

mnerely

Boehme's Influence

natural

the

-
nhHl

particular of it.

relirious

higher copnition

however,

dividends

the

as

mysticism.

throurh

ef that God is nidden

in nature; man's duty is to find Hinm there.

ponds to YMacDonald's view of the imamination

nev emnphasis on personal relisious exnerience

generation was epitonized Ly !Martin Luther's

This

o

doctrine of

Tunction.

and inward

duty corres-

The
re-

jus=

¢

tification by faith which, accordines to John Josepnh Stoudt, was

1

Pauline view that in Christ all things become

doctrine finds expression in MacDonald's

1 . . - .
a protective arpument for a precious reliligious

new.

insight--the

~
YR

" This

writinas as well, al-.

though his characters also actively pursue their salvdtion,

developing significantly in the process.

‘4
(¢

RS

In his essay, "A

)
ot
o

23
[t}
@]

AXacDonald records the

tch of Individual Development,"

)

4

of spiritual education through
o

and Thourht

62Reis, p.38.
63 : -
Johnr Josenh OStoudt, Jacob oehne:
(iew York: Seabury, 1963), p.27.
6L

also found in Jrts.
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which a mystic propresses toward union with God--from conver-

sion or 'awakening', through purgation, illumination, and sur-

render, Lo final union. This 15 but another acceount of the
o . . , . 05

spirityal instruction iven in The Cloud of lnknowing, f

votiona\l clansic by o {fourteenth contury mystic as a puide

for a 'giscipie' cousidering thne contemplative life. Nutlining

the way, 1t emphasizes the inadequacy of language to express

the final mystical union, even as YacDonald, in his theory of
spiritual projress, cannol express what is beyond 2xpression.

This is, of course, the definition of 'mystical'.

3

Bvelyn Underhill, in The Mvstics of the Church, stresses

the active clement in mysticism:

I would prefer to call it 'mvsticism] "the 1ife which
aims gt uni-n wit.. God." These terms--1iTe, ain, union
> . . - N .
-=-sugrmest 113 active and purnoslive character; tne Tact
that true Christian mysticism s neither a philosophic
theory nor a nanme for deligntful relirious sensations,
{ - . . . . . . .
.but that it is a 1life with an aim, and this nin i35 no-
thing less thme the union of man's spirit with the ver
) i
Y . 2 O
Heart of the iUniver3e.

It is this impulse\toward action as the result of experience

\
which directs MacDohald's attenmpts.

\

~

) - B -~ .
MacDonald's beliefs—re lect the languarc and literature
of the mystics and his kinship with their mode of thourht. As
1

Reis asserts, the "strons infusion of mysticism in his outlook

led him to flirt with ths uncontrovertible position of the

6
5Anon., The Cloud of Unknowing, <rans. Ira Progoff (illew
York: Julian, 1957).

bvelyn Underhill, The Mvstics of the Church (dew York:
Schocken, 1964), p.20.




Lyopleal mystic that he hoas received knowledee Lhrouph inupi

1

tion dircetly Crom tod including insichts whi Y had Leen
> A ’ i )

‘ . s 67 . . .
1ot out' of the Bible." LT we can Judye rrom his son's
o8 . . C e :
account, meDonald approached the composition of [Lilith in
Lhis umystical framoe of mind, However we nay repard nis "re e

tical” and unorthodox belie s they sumrmest that his personal
’ . t 3

creed was influenced by a perception of inspiration and not

€0

bound to Uceriptiure.

As a clerpyman, Macbonald was no doubt immersed in the
Caristian mysticism of Ausustine and “homas X Henpis during

his trainin.. Jacob HBoehne ‘ho focused upon dimensional ‘

levels in the life of man, continued in this tradition.

Greville !lachonald and R.I,. Holff enphasize the quota-

.

tion from Thoreau's "Walking" which served as an evigraph to

Lilith because of its concern with multinle dimensions

6
7H81 D.33.
68 . . . , - - )
GHDV, p.548. See p.3 of this thesis. ,

MacDonald, a Congresationalist minister, Joined the
liberal faction of the Church of insland after a""oczatlnr
wi%h the "broad church" movement throush F.D. “lMaurice. For
discussions of this aovenent, which attenpnted to encomnnass a
wide ranre of doctrine, see J.%, Cchneewind, Baely rounl~ or
LnbllSJ Yictorian Literature (Jew fork: Randon Louse | J)
pp.oZ-oL, and V., dourhton, “he Victorian "rame of Hlnd. ’JSO—
1870 (dew iaven: Yale Univ. Press, 19577, op he=Lo T3 The
liberal faction of this "intellectually prozressive"” groun
believed, as Reis summarizes (p.32), that the Eible was pri-

marily an historical document written by "fallible men capable
of distortion and misrenra"ontntlon*” of the words of Jesus
and that many pas sar ‘must be taken fipuratively rather than
literally." It is obvious that such a view would find dis-
favor with orthodox Christians believing in the literal verbal
inspiration of Holy Scriptur~.

L'J(DC(TJ
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e .
L took « walk on Soaulding's Farnm the other aftera
noon. Dooaw o the setting soan liehtins up the onvosite
side of a stately vine wood, <tsopolden rars Slrameled
‘nto the nisles of Lhe wood as into sone noble hnall,
L weo inmpressed as if some aneient and wltorether ad-

mirable and shinins- family had settled there in “hat
part of the land called Concord, unknown to me, oL L,
Their house was nobt obvious Lo vision; the trees rrow
throup;mi it. ' do not know« whethe I heard tiae sounds
of © Ssubnressed hilarity or not. They seemnd Lo re-
cline on the suabeanms. . . . dothing can ecqunl the
serenity of their lives. Their coatl of arms 15 cimply

a lichen., I saw 1t painted on the pines and onks,
Thelr attics vere in the tops of the treeces., They are
of no politics. There wns no noise ot labor. I did
not perceive taat A2y were weaving or spinning. Yot

I did detect, when the wind lulled and hearing was dene
away, th finest inmarinaenle Sweet musical hum,--as5 of na

e

distant hive in Any, Whicen perchance was the sound ofl
their thinkine. ., . .

But I find it d3 cfienlt to remoimber then, They fade
irrevocably out of ny nind even now while I 3pen an%w
endeavor to reccall then, and recollect ayself. . . Y

The lengihy passape concerns the dimensions beyond those in the
natural world, throurh whieh a an rains perceptions of freater

unity and mcaning than he ordinarily slimvses. The concept

4.

of seven dimensions—-—the addition of four-spiritual ones--

MacDonald derived fronm the writines of Jacob soehne (1575—

Henry David Thoreau, "Walkine," Zxcusions (186

dew York: Corinthn, 12¢2), pp.207-00. _—
71 Y . "L : : BRI

g iple dimensions have i i n since Claunius
Ptolony first discusse.s tne nunver
establishing his "Ptolenaic Dycten .
listory of athermatics (lew Yo, - Macnillan,
cites John Wallis, a seventeenth century mathematician con-
cerning "the possicility of a fourth dimension. Whereas nature,
says Wallis, 'doth not adnit of more than three (local) dimen-
sions . . . it may Justly seen very improper to talk of a 5. "id
« . . drawn into a fourth, tifth, sixth or “urther dimensions.
« « « Hor can our fansie imarine how there snould be a fourth
local dimensio beyond thesec tiree, "

e .
1 ons 1in spvace w:o.ile
r. tlorian Cajori, 4
1926
a

(@]

), pp.133278L

e



The dimensions whiech Macbhbonald inheritoed are related to

¢

the four clements of medicval alchenmy—--nlr, eoarth, fire, and

water, Synn thorndike, in A History of Maric and bxperimental

Sceiecnce indicntes the position o Galen (ACDU1279) in trana-
nmitting tils beliet

Galen held s hisc fundamental theory of nature the view
‘wnicn was Lo wrevail throuph the mididle ares, that all
natural objects unon this slobe ars convosed of Cour
elenments ) enrton, wir, ftire, and water, and the comnate
view, wilen he gnvs diippocrales Sirsto irco-oduced -ana
Aristotle Later deponstrated, that all o.Laral obleots

iy

gy

are characterizced Ly Tour aquaallties ) hot ) cold

and motot Vreim o osslinas Tans of 'f(t}"«‘f;f? four are
=

produced various scocondary qualities.,

oo

These clements represent the Toar spiritual dimensions as

R . L ‘ .
well, In discussing traditional synmbnls (those nassirned
arbitrary meaniners In the course of tinme, maintained by cul-
turel tradition) Heis exnlains the connertion between the ele-

ments and their sisnificance by citing dnoehmne:

The elements are related to Noehme's esoteric symbollsnm

as fnllows: "In Boehme's teaching, they correspond wiln
the Goul's

-y

the four temperanments, 'tne Tour chanbers o

Inn': Fire withh tne choleric, Alr with the sanguine,

Water with the phlegmatic, and Xarth with the nelan-
. wil)

cholic.

72,

Cf. GMDU, ».55T7. Machonald had Law's quarto edition of
bl

Boehme's complete works and an early Dutch edition of the Forty
uestions in bis library. Greville MManclinnald refers repeatedly
to the evidence of Boehme's thourht in his Tather's works.

73Lynn Thorndike, A History of Magic and Exverimental

Science (Hew York: Mecmillan, 19230, I, 139,

Th . . Co s i
Greville YacDonald, Introduction to Lilith: a romance,
by George MacDonzld, centenary ed. (London: George Allen &

Unwin, 1924), p.2309. liereafter cited as centenary ed. of Lilith.

Reis, ppn.108-09.

75



» R R .y . . o . . 1 . . .
Albthougeh g ol e bl braditon 1 cuntmoded medieva )

paycholagpy

fore

cept

L] 1

Lavr o oy forcotben oy Lhe reading vublie o an Lileroa-

T

. . . . "o - :
oy eoonetun, Piter vy valne" g Lilion e ocon-
crmultinie G aien. W lumportant Lo Tachonald in oo

L

ing the bool Wil ol owas oo rinoal ]y subtitled Totale o0t he
y £ N

seventh o dis o a o, " Eowewver, in later revisions, Macluinnlig
subdued thisg Jl:‘vv*nt,, PETALDps realicing that the Interconnesa
tions obscured hia D st deoretained tnouch Lo surgent o

unity betweern Lhe natural wordyg and the

mens i
that
conce
perie
(L
Trut

MacDo

Mead,
tions

aner life o man.

[,

fachonald aren oW ey references to multinle 34
ons., dhen Uane vigita the dtherworld, laven informs him
he is .n tpe "resion o tie seven dinensions. "'l oy,
Pt oI5 unfamiliar - Vane; ne leoarns nore through his ex-
nees.  An education in the abstracts of "Beauty" ang
n'" and the spiritual dimensions 1s, naccording to Greville

nald, the nain purnpose of 1,ilith's allerorical structure.

and unfolds the world o?f

It [Lilith]) voth Binds in one
ISP : .
concrete ieaguty and the realm of abstract Truth, d2ces -

sarilv also it treats of theirp
i

condition in dimensions
==0f which there be seven in 1

s three concrete, as I
take it, ang four abnstract interblen
tively viital. These four Comdose an inseparable unity
commonly spokxen of ag the nmuch debateq fourth Adimencion
--that concen: or 2xistence which, Yeing sniricual, is
not indeedy indenendent o ¢ip concrete, but contains
and controls t?g concrete thiree dimensions in creative

nenifestation.

d4inyg but more nosi-

Jeorge Maclonald, Lilita: a romance (lew York: Dodd,
1895), p.25. fereater cited as Lildish, 2irect auota-
will te followed 0y pare references in parenthesesg.

8GMDw, D.549,
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ment o oo inand conabure Lowards Uhe oanidoat e, The peneoral
conception W oane o0 uneen Arogn o nature and Lhe Yhgpied -
unlioat i o the inanicate, develonings un oaffinity with Lo
splritnal world, .

Trowbnoo ksl o ohi b aoaphy and the ecnphasis oon oan
»:):11]‘\,;1\{&\)“ o datare hercoel ) wnich charactericses the movenont

of romanticinm in ocenccedy resulter in o orenewed focus apon

unit: tharoush natuare, with gnd. D7 pararnount importance in
N y N ?
Lhe prowih o Lhis »philosHohy were Jehleiernacher, ochlegrel,

4

cehellingeg and Tovalis owilith sosbtress on arnonioins uni-ty.

. . . e . " . . - a s
Schleinorrmacher's reliciour nostulate tiat all that 1o Tinite

1s containead in the infinjtc:')3 Ied Lhe wavy for Ochellinea's
natural philosoenphy whieh saw 1. lividual development as 1 Tind=-
ing o s5el? throurn o My of becomin,<."  Oskar Walzel,
in Germnn Homanticism, charactorizes the essence o. Ccnelling!

re nmust ve envica,od as a vast ore .nis: the compounent
ar~- criained to generate 1ife and con-

the account

9]
ct
=
jos
%9}

1
The phil-sonhy o nature 1

5 C .
of the 5oul In the nrocess of beconing: the di“ferent
B (O]
phases ¢ natural 117 are the "catesc-ies" of nature,
inevitable intermeilary forms, in whic: 50Ason progresses
Al !

[®]

from unconscicuasn~:3 into consciousnes

Jchleliernacher, fcilerel and Tovalis 211l emphasized a
yearnin- for . with the infinite, a deification of th

commonnliace, and a common identit

o
]
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oo
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e
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ne.
‘alzel, p:.H1fT,

93 LN

TIbid, p.kD,

—1

Thid, p.52.



30,

Percelvin. thnis an ity owould rosult in oan understandin, of
truth bevcaouse, tiroush natare , man would be econnectod with
the divine, cechoepowith dovalis, stressed the inportance

of personal endeavor to relate the human sonl Lo no Pdealived,

divine nature.

Nt

The poal of ultinate unlity with God 1-~d Machonuld to

O
rebel apainst the harsh Calviaisn of his npbringineg., - View-

ing the dootrine 0 the elect as "unfair,”" he basced his the-

ories about God on concept of falrness and. jfustice. Mac-
Donal 1 scems to have develoned nis creeld of csltinmate salwvn-
tion, throurh a prorression Ltowards perfe L .oon, from his

)
childnood coﬂvjction that he could not Tave a God who did

not love everyone.

.

Discussing this statement about Go6A's lowve as a wish
a6
L .. - . . .
from fear,' Wolff sees this desire for universal salvation
as evidence of o personal decision that “achonald "did not
want the damned envying him his own nlace at the divine
boarda." Wolff's unsubstantisted oninion is more in keeping

1

with his own view o7 “achonald as a nater of mankind" thnan

with the evidence of Maclonald's concerns eXnressed in his

ct

~
D
=)
o]

MacDonald's theory of ultimnte salvatic. does not e



4 . 37.

man from recorniving: his sintul nature and Lhe necd for repent -

ar,

anzsc.’ Mhis orealisation is o erucial and neceessary step In

Lilith: "faebonald makes the point apgain and arain in his denic-

tion of Lilith's sbrupgmle. As Hels corractly Indicates, non

is brought by God to redenption, n proc¢ess requiring tinme:

and man's recopnitio:r of his own depravity., Once this insipgnt
T

is nttaincd, nan's propress  along the "road to salvatior is

clear; the sinner is not permanently damned in hell.
bl 1 N

In emphasizing that rcpcntance is5 essential to forrive-
ness of sing, while at Lthe same 1ine Dreacning a doctrine of
ultimate salvation ‘“or all (ionyine the concept of eternnl
damnation), ‘TacDonald created his own creed from orthodoxy

combined with 'heresy'. It is little wond » that his parigh-

ioners at Arundel reparded his theories with distrust and that

<
P e

0
]
|

his first pulpit was his last as an active clerryman:
Donald's heresies d4id not receive a synpathetic hearing nor
did his presentation of successive afterlives in whicn unre-
generate siuners, as well as the heathen, would have repeated

and unlinited opnortunities to repent, lacDonald even

97
and Cur J
to the o0ld princess. -
98
theory.

99.,

tacDonald was first riven e reduction in salary and then
encouraged to leave the narigh,. -fnlercaftier he was known as a
"stick-it" minister--one who was a fallure in the calling an
deserving of ridicule.

Cf. !lachonald's theory operative also in The Princess
L papY
L

ie oo, 28~7 when Curdie renpents a- ! is nhen shown the
3 I e

2

4

See Rels, p.3h for the importance of *inme in MacDonald's

[oN)



38.

. 109 .
espousaed what Hels terms the "ultimatoe herngy )" the belicer
that Ot timsel? would eventunlly repent of his rebellion
and separation from God. Heils speculates that MacDonald only

hinted at this conscaquence throuprh his fictional characters

because it was "too bold" to assert directly: MacDonald pres-
. bl M

ents Satan's repentance as an ultimate certainty in Lilith.
Just before Lilith enters the state of slecep in the chamber
of death, fdan asserts: "When the Shadow [Haﬁhn] comes here,
it will be to lie down and sleep also.--His hour will . come,

and he knows it will" (pp.301-2). There is no auestion that

this event will indeed tare place; it is only a matter of time.
4

The age in which MacDonald wrote was torn by relipious
doubt and growving tension between religion and science.
Perhaps the recatest sinple source of this tension was Charles

Lt
Darwin's Jri-in of Snecies {1859 which explain®™d the

evolution of animals (including man) by a theory ot develop-
ment based upon the necessity for survival. Conmnenting on
Darwvin's autoblopgraphy, Richard L. Schoenwalgd attempis to
clarify Darwin's position not as an opponent of relifgion but

as one interested solely in explaining change:

100, . - s
See Reis, pp.395-30 for his comments on MacDonn¥d's

heresies.

101

Charles Darwin, 9n the Orizin of 0Onecies, facs. of
Ist ed. (Cambridgc, Mass.: Harvard Univ Press, 1066),

[



3 o‘.

e [Darwvin ] simuly refusced to accent God as the HDagtab -
lisher of chanse bhecnune 6o could ot heln his undoere

St-nd. Lthe rocis and vlants an<d aniomaln vihilich absoroed

hinm. o . . o Darwvin abandoned God and let bhis concern
A .o , X . . 100
Wwith explaining change lead where it m1ﬁnt.‘)“

Darwin hinscel? asserts that he wvas a Theist when he wrote

Origin of Upecicn; it was later that his conclusions con-

cerning the Virst Cause wvavered, pronelling hinm towards

1073

agnosticionm.,

Darwin's theory of natural selection revalves around g
utopian elenment which found somne acceptance in the Victorinn
106 ) . ' . o
age. swrlfection 15 the foal; man's future is brisht ac-

cording to Darvin's statement that "as natural selection works

solely by and for the rood of each beings, all corporeal and

. . 105
mental endownments will tend to progress townrds perfection.,”
e saw "no logical imrossibilit:- in the acquirenent of any
w100

conceivablie depree of perfection through naturnal selection;
many, however, were not sure whither this progress would lead.

In The Making of odern Ln-land, Asa Brigrs cites Darwin to

.show the optimism of his theory:

2., . s s . ' . .
Richard L. Schoenwald, ed., dineteenth-Century Thoucht:
The Discovery o? Chance (lew Jersev: Prentice-iiall, 1505),
p.9%2. :
103 .
Ibid, p.73. , ‘ o
10k -

See iloughton, ».38.

105

\N
.

Schoenwsald, n.l1

06 ’
1 Darwin, p.20k,



ho.

« « « Darwin claimed that there was "rrandenr' in hia
view of 1life, "Uhilost this pianet has cone cveline on
according to the Uixed laws of ravity! s « -« . 'from s5o

beantiful and nmost

1l '

simple n bhepginning endless Torms moo
, and are being, ecvolveat ., 107

wvonderful haove bheen "y

Discussing the anxiety of the Vict. ~ian period, Walter
e Hlourrton strecses the fundamental chanyse which took place
in the victure of Lhe universe.

What nmade reliprious doubt podu]iurly painful to the
Victorians was the direction toward whicn it vointed.
As the Christian view of the universe receded, another
took its place--the scientific picture of 1 vast mechu-
nism of causc and effect, acting by vhrvsical laws that
governed cven man hinmselo, Lo

What upset Victorians most was the reflection that this theory

'

cds: upon the traditional view of man. It threatened beljer
in a designed and patterned universe, leaving all open to
chance; according to J.3. Schneewind, it

.« . surrested he further, even more upsetting, thourht
that man himsel? wvas no more than a nroduct of.evolution:
what then weuld bLe the nossibility of maintaining that

he was a creature with an immortal soul,; wvith free will,
and with' moral responsibility for his actions?109

On these same -irounds, Thomas Carlyle also opposed Darwin's

theory. If man werce merely a developed animal, the "special
gifts" ofr God--conscience, intellect, moral sentiments—-would

be no more than natural mechanisns evolved for utility rather

. 110 .
than a reflection of the divine in man. In.place of the

107

Asa Bripggs, The Makine of 'odern “n~land I1783-1867:
59)

The Age of Iuonrovement (liew York: ilarper & 20w, 1Y°

8
Houghton, n.68,

10
9Schneewind, p.T3.

110
Hought_a, p.70.



Ly,
belier in jndepen tent creation, Darwin sabstituted Lis view
that snecies "were not tamutable” and that "rModificntion Wit

. 111
possible under human conutrol, "

S

Charlesgs Linpgalew, however, stood apart from the majority
in the Christian ey ooy by f‘;“/!rll)fl/t,hiiiinif with the theory o
evolution, In writing to Darwin, he cxpressed the dichotony
nNew facing the Yictorians: "'Hmw they have ot rid of an
interferin,s god - - o A master-mapgician as I call it--they
have té choose betwaren the absoluto empire of accident and a

112

living, inmnmanent | cver-wvorkin, cod. "he connection bLe

tween morality and science wos broken by 'rigin of Upecies;,
{

~

the substitution of accident or chance for intellirent pur-

pose as the poverning princinle 5f the natural world shook

religious Toundations and the faith of the period.
There are elements in common between the *heories of

Darwin and !MacDornl. rogress is also paramount in Machon

theory of spiritual ovolution, end there is definite change

\_ »
in one who develovs inwardly,

Fvidence in his writines o facDenald's tvpe of evolu

ncluded animals.

bt

indicate= that his concention of pregress

111 .
Brigpgs, p.hé2

)
ll“lbid, p. U483,

ald's

ion



Lo

- . . . 1173 )
'hey apvear 1 ower in the hierarchy t° a1 man but are moving
towards the same end. ebDonald used this hierarchical con-
cept to illustrate the danger of repression as well as Hhe
R . 11 , L . C e
hope of propgression. depeneration 15 oa o real possiovility
in MacDonald's doctrine of spiritual education;
. : N f L .t . .
reflection, as Neis cont sms, of "moral and noycholopical

The direction 14 reversible, debhending on the

11l
truth." }(

individual's wisdom, fachonald's evolution is a tvo-wnany

frocessy man's inner nature indicates his direction, although

1 NEROI

>

he may be unaware of neprative chanres., In The Princess and

Curdie, MacDonald describes Curdie's rogression from the
position of a "man of the upver world" to a "commonplace man"

in these terma:
.
There is this difforence between Lhe frrowth of sone
human beingss and that o others: in the one case it is
& continuous dyi:g, in the other a continuous resurrec-
tion. dne of the latter sort :onmes at "lensth to know
at once wi. ther a thing is true the m-oment it cones

113, !
Cf. the seventeenth century, concept of i "rreat
chain of bvein:" and .h~ hierarciy theren, und the Oriental
philosopihy of metempgvchosis and the rzincarnation of the

human soul In human or animal form according to the spirit-

ual wisdom or foolishnecs ovi - nced Prueviousluy, ~cronald
1s pursuing a tradition of transformnation descen.. i from
Ovid's classicul expression. =
11k . .- - . . . : :
The “ituatic . s o Lina, ~he Urliesg and the palace

b
in The Pr ncess oand Curdie underscore both the,
bl

officialg,
opportunity for nromsre s and tae p0o551ibility of rerression.
115 . . . . . . .
cC. Darwin, p.lo., Darwin censidered re ersisn irrel-

evant to lis lline of arpusent because he wa- inter-sted in the

preservaticn o. new choaracteristics; ernerirents to determine
«<
pe)

regressi-t would chnange t.e conditions o 1ife.

}—
Joxy

‘Reis, p.133.



before him: one of the former class rous more amd more
afraid of Lheing taken in s SO0 afrail o of It that he Lakee
hinmsel s i nltorether ) and comes st Lenmth to beljeve ip
nothing but his i nher: to be sure o’ oa ot ing with hin

Is to have it between Lhio teoth, TLT
This process of evolution works within o time poverned
by the individual's perception of his personal condition.

do dursntion of time g svecified; spiritual trans fornation

A

S not, «ws in bDarwin'as

[N

depends upon individual vrogsress and

ange In tive based on

physical evoluti 'n, o comprehensive o

118

a striving ffor survival. dor 15 oa resressing hurnal, con-

~

demned to descent, even 10 it be expressedt in oanimal Corn.

+ ¢

In Lina's cuse in The 'rincess anid Curdic, Y matters little

how long she hasg occumpried her mrotesque body; Pt nmatters
greatly that she desires to escape 1t and isg actively working,
towards human form once arcain, The recopnition of a condition
of sin sets man on the road to repentance and sal-ation. The
time necossary for chanse is indefinite; like regression
progression is -<radual. Again, the clcarc;u example is5 the
physical manifostation or Lina's spiritual condition: her re-
turn to humanity is conducted inwardly and rradually., vl -
ward 'chfg'ces are non-existenl or 5o nmfnute that they are

the internal netamornhoes s

undetected by an observer until

ll?Th

e rincess and Cardie, n.25,.

118 .
Darwin,

ence" includes not only
8lso the production of nrosen.,

p.00 dndicates that the "strugsle for o ewo o
the survivel of the indiviinal b
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has been aeliioved, s

In presenting his theory of sniritanl cvolnti,u, Muc-
Donald ropentedals ennloys o contrast between outward Lppenr-
ance and inner prealijte, There s often a preat diCfoprones
between the tua; the pArpose o chanee s Lo bring the phyo-
feal and spiritual sides of man int o harmony and unity.
This stuye in Lo evolutionary propgression, correaspondin:
Yo the sinner's repentance, g partially accomunlished b oo
process of purification which resolves inner ~nd outoer renl-

1ties into one surified nature Srowing nearer Lo God o and
»

pertfection,

The purification »% man to attain hipher loevel {ia a

common theme in MacDonald! s writing,s, The cleansing 1is usu-
| 100
ally conn2eciod with the elencnto, especinlly fire and water.

The use of water in 'beliover's bantisn' (for purifrine

one's ol nature and indicatinsg new 1ife) comes readily to

ol

achonnld's enmphasis upon sradunl moveossnt

t  hipgher and richer spir

tual nlanc, F.w., " “istone

(R

comments on bantism by immersion are appronr.

110 . . . N . s .
“hen Lina has ful®illed her ! ask and the
ece~mpliviaed,” she rushes int

ol incess.,

0 . o X

TT. the purificati

In Phantaston
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1
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e
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O
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and l. . ncess Irene in 10 Ird

of the king, Lina and Cur

Curdie. n Lt the Yacx

riences purification deccrii.
.

through the dorth Wind (i.e.
tense cold which stings "1id

0oblin, and those

dle rincesns aned
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« « . o there may have to e e deseent into the dark-
ness, the return o the wonmp o the puarecing,s of naworthy
stains, but the final outcome i roecenerstion Lhrou-sh

Lhe waler, a new recoept ton o of 117 luine nroperties

from Lhe witer, Toopeein reneewe b e W bh Loe walbers
in to prain aceess Lo Lhe secret of Lhe renewel ol Li e, bl

The olenent of Cire s also important; we ohall examine Iater

i

the relationshin of hobh fire and woter in Lilith's repentance.

Por MacPDonald, tir symbolized Lhe power off god to consune

1o ' !

the destructible nan and puri €y him, od o oa Mconsumin.s
‘re, that only that which vcannotl be consumed may otand
forth eterns , =77 Althouprn Le recornices the saffering:
involved, lincDonald asserts vt only comr ™ ete puriflication
tthe ouroing proc-ss of God's Clire burnine in man ) can destror
impurities and imverfections and u=ln man app:r ach the absolute
purity of jod. Cpiritual evolution i3 nc ithout nain or
it demands sacrifice from the Individual tc effuct

despair;

a change. The turnine point i- the individual's recorsnition

of his impertTect state: he must decire to rise unward.

MachDonald's theory nl=so contaians an "ethic of nctiong

nf ~aducation

(&)

the Key to this eilnhic 1is the stevpwlse nroces

y
in time." rofpressineg agradually, man leaves behind aivw

ct

ignorance, calning insights and knowledrme waiting to bve

~ oy IS

121,

F.W., Dillisto s L
ins, 195%5), ».133.
22 LE VR fal

MacDonald, Uhye Consunin

)
ndon: Alexander Citrahan, lio

Cf. Heb, 12:22 and Mal. 3:2, 3 as Biblical sources
om tLae alchenical conn At
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AR
distant future; a4 world live ours in Sprce and time but senn-
rated from it along some other dimension yooand a o wlanet olthier

135 s , oo . .
than ours. Parter's classivication, althousrh it allows
- ' . 1 . ) ~ . . .
for many 'unu:urtlu':,' does not concern itself with fantasics
Iike Machonald's which habilually effect pascsare between 4Lhion
world and tie created obtherworldd, This particenlar character-

istic, by ,irvr:'f1:;ln," tie bond vetween the two settings, dis-
plays the writer's skill in correlating two worlds while
maintaining belief, Machonald!'s inventivé Iimaginat i, Drovid
nany nmeans of passarse between Vane's familiar world and the
Otherworld; the anrintion of method confirms hi:. artistic

v ’

sense.,

o

crme's first entry into the Odtherworld 1c made throurh
an o rror in the gmarret of his house. Having lost Raven

in the wuscent, in a house almost unknown to him, Vane is over-

ceme with a feeling of "awe and pleasure,” realizings that the
gerret is his own and "unexnlored" (n.9). A common s mbol

136

of the individual's personality and interests, the unexnlored

house appears frequently in Maclonald's fiction, reflcctins his
knowlcdse of human personality and the "mwiddes resions
4 )3 N €

heart, Whatever meaning we nay choose to crnnect n o

135, . - . . , .o .
Ll Carter, Imapminary Worlds: The Art of Tantaswy (ew
York: ballantine, 1973}, po.lio-74.

a

. Jung, 'fan and lis Svmbols (New Yorik: Douvleday,



oY

house symbol, 1t is clear that achonald often canntes hidden s
unexplored rooms in a buildin, with the unknown reaches of the
. 138 . . . . .
min i, We need not restrict the Teaning of Vane's realiza-—
Lion to any set formula; it is5 evident, however, that Vane has
literal cxploratious to conduct within his own house. In the
course of Lilith he investicoates himself and the worlds in
which he cuxints., As he leans forvard to inspect the scone
wilhin the mirror (for it roflects neither Vane 1 or Lhe chan-

ber), Vane¢ stumbles into it, passing through into the Other-

39 B

The mirror imape Is inmvortant in fantasy. Tovetoan

Yodorov's tudy "The Fantastic: 4 Utructural Aoproach o » Lit-

w

. . . . 1]
re characterizes certain fantastic themes as "themes

erary Go

1h0 | . . . :
of the self" involvina vislon and percentions of the world.

Citing E.T.A. Hoffmann (a strong influence unon Machonald) as

evidence, Todorov asser: that elementc belonginem to the renln

of sight, such as eyepglasses and mirrors, vermit entry into

the marvelous universe. "The mirror is present in o mann's

138

Cf. the attic of the o0ld princoss unkunown to Jurdie
and Irene in The Frinceas and Jardie and he lrincess and 4ae
Goblin, the exnlorations of Anodoz ia Liasteas, anlil o Ltae roe-
curr2nce of unexplor-ed castles, underground chambers and nas-

sages.

139, . .

C.C. Lewls uses a similar mode of entry into the QOther-

world in The Vovere of the Dawvn “realer (Lendan: Geolfrey Jles,
10527, .o oalao the method of ent ‘ns o tace Dbtherworld throush
the back of » wardrobe In The Lion, the Witeh and tho Wardrooo,
140 . - . - 5 .
Yavetan Uodorov, Tne Fantastlic: 4 Structural f-nroach
to a Literary Jenre (Zleveland: (ase Jestern leserve Univ.
Fress, 12373, p.1i00.



\On
[

tale whenever the chuaranctlers must make a decisive step toward

the supernatural, and this relation g attested to in almost

. 151 : o
all fantastic toxts, " The "deranpgenent™ of normal vision

is necessary for the ditcovery of another world:

Vision vpure and simale reveanls an ordinary world, with-
out mysterics, Indirect vislon is the only road to the
marveloun, dut 15 not thias transcendence, Lhis Lroa.

Fraosion, vision's very svabol and in oo sense 1ts high-

et praise? Dverlasses and mirrers boeome the iwee o
& vision tuaot 135 nn lonrer Lhe simnle means of connect-—
ing the ~ve to a roint in space, whiech is5 no longer

purely funétionnl transoparent, transitive. These ob-
Jects are, in a scuse, vision nmaterinalized or rendered
opaque, a auintessence of sight., Yloreover we find the

same rruitful ambipFuity in the word "visionary;" which
desirnates @ verson who both secen and does not see, and
thus implifﬂqut once the hiyher desree and the nesLion
of vision. -

“ntry to the Otherwvorld through Vane's mirror is accom-
plished by the polarization of reflected lirht,. Polarization
“1s the procecos of alirsning the vibrations of light into one
plane., ror instance,

if a beam of lirsht is sent throurh two tourmaline crvyatals
Set with their axes parallel to each other, the light will

£Oo through both crystals, After the lipht waves pas s
throursh the Tirst crvs al, they are polarized. Instead

of the waves vibrating in all directions at rirht angles
to their direction orf travel, thev vibrate onlv in a
planc parallel to the axis of the crvstal. Since the
second crystal is et parallel to the first, the waves
will pass throurh . . . if the second crystal is rotas=d
so that it ic at right anrler to f“% first crystal, the
light will not pass through . . .

1k X
Todorov, on.1021,.

lho_
Ibid, opn.l122-23.
143 . L . .
Walter L. Ahner and Harold 4. nastan, Review Text in

|
Physics (iew Yori: Ansco School Publications, 1966), 5.130.




chance Vane finds the correct relation w
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mirror from an impermeable plass Lo a

exit from the
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Vane stumbles

similar i
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I spied before me domething v th oa snine , standine
tween two of “he stoma, It hind colour, but was
the translucent tremolin. o L) Dotoair that rises
a radiant surimer nooa, from the vhokhed proaad, vl
like the smitten chords of o musical Instrument. W
it was rrew no nlainer as [ went nearer, . . . I wo
have nassed beotween the stoms but r=oceivel a slirn
shock, stumbled, ans foll, Yhen 1 rose, 1 saw befo
ne the wooden wal. o the carret chuambe:r. I turned
there was the mirror . . .
\

As his experience with the wmirror rchows, Vane'#ypa
is usually unexpected. Kven while he stands in his rar
fusing to leave familiar ground, he passes nmysteriously
the Ctherworld without any nochanics of entry. The nas
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closet door in his library, throurch wiich Vane has seen Raven

disappear also serves as a doorwayry betwee
pagve ’ X N
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Otherworld. As he runs throuy.. that door

k]

-
o

again 1in hi library.

+

t I'sd

Connectad with his thick clouset door

I
N

shelves, filled with bonk ¥ only,"

Jecting diapgonally from the sham covers.

9

the worlds

om the chanmbe

second visit

he finds ni

masked wi

boo

e

lune

on occa-
r.or’
he

to t

a1l

PDro-

1"
b,
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tholism Lo the enenasls o anon nultiple dimwnnionﬂ, Greville
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move it whon ho Lriecs; thero g O suweTestion that de tttenmnt s

to do 5o arter Dis finnl return Crom o tae Dtherwvorldg, A1l Vane

4 .

discovory concernins the volurme, he learns from Javen as Lhe

librarian reads Tty contents, recorded in a Tangune unknown
yel familiar to Vane. Clearly Uane has a Narlial knowlcdqe——

a whole one,

Ui

or a 'lnxlf—hkuﬂz'—»kﬂ1ilc taven ha.

Vane 'y Library aiso functions in nis final exit fronm the

Jtherwvorid. The librnry, a comnmon place arf interest ip Mac-

Donald's.fiction, fEsumes a living characsoer in Lilith . srad-
vally soreading ovesr the house; 4, "3 Anoencroaching state
absorbed one raom 4ften another" (n,0) . Ty atmosphere o
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I snw betfaore me a0 wild country, broken and neathy,

Desolate hills o no A'r‘«'gt. nelcht, bat sonmehow o7

g .

range anperanee s occupted the middle distancoeg

alony the horicon stretehed Lhe Ltops ol a4 far—-or:
mountain ran;ey nenrest me layv o tract of moorland,

flat and melnnchol v,
(n.10)
Accompany ing the desolate sceenery 15 often a wind "steanely
cold, as 1 from some repion where it owas alwavs niech " (T ).
With “oaven at his ecotlbarse Voane surveys the sarrounding land-

b

scape as bthe sexton's Lurial round.,

vherever Lihce dreary wind swevt, there wons the raven's
Cemetor ! Eeowas o sexbon o all e suarveved! lord or

all Lot was Tald onide! oatood 10 the barial--round
o the universe; {ts -~ono St unenclosed heata, s
vall the pray horizon, low and starleass!

Vane, in his wanderincgs, finds hinsel s in desert-like

country . o wastaland without o tracs o7 wabter., n “tachodald'as
Tfantasy the wasteland setiines is common, usuatly indicating:

emotlional immaturity or a lack of knowledse about 1ire Dy ousingg

; . 1ha
an avscence of tears or flowinrs water,

Desolate landscave is Trequentily associntel with snirituanl
exnerience, Hoth Jerenmiah and Mzekiel record the Judpenent of
God uvon the Israclites and thelr enemnies, threatening the
desolation of the land because 0f their negrlect of His conmmands.
Th.e land will reflect their spiritual and noral condition.

Similarly, the wasting of the land Iin the Wastaland myth

- 1" . . . N . f o B
In "The L.fht Princess" MacDonald identifies u lack

of tears with a refusel to ~row up. In Lilith, also, matur-
ilng requires the abpility to weep.



corresoonds to the pyuler!. stert [ty The wasteland Do

PS5 oreflectod i the Stbdnennes cronsed oy the Gp

In Arthariag Plteratare  rocounted P lalorts

Ve rsed by Savain in Dir ogowain HRSRS!

and Lhooe

—

Kni, - ht.

nection

i loques tor

-~
Mhe waste terility {5
anowe 11, in
neothe eunhe -
mis i and the cloga
CoOnnte ot
Thus we o onow oundes ' How e owantin s vae land
can b oponne st ed iR, and Jirectly canused by, the deatn )
Or infirmity ) oar o the nin Tyoand how oachiovement o the
waest o by restoring, to healvn o 0 L ope pATLonae unon
whose vitaliny the vitalivy o the lani depends ) can ro-
Store Lheno wasten A verdure, @00
Also, she stresses the llero's task in the Testoration, and his
- . <. wlol
funct io; ! 2oins the Waters.
1h7 ,
oY ey - A M .~ - - Ty [N 3 ~-
ClroUhonas Malary, e Mo-ge ol (1211 =pe. London:
Fhilip Lee Varaer, 1920 tenyl: Tin e and the Green
. N . - N N - A S Y
Kni-bhe ond, ALC0. Cawley (London: J. 0. L e L I N
D
Yao N . .
AL T Jennyson, Uhe Joed e Coetioal 50
Te. nyson, O ed. (Boston: R Lo LU0 in, Lo y Do
1ho . , . ‘ o C s .
celecteoa Do (an tetorader o FMaber, 1954
150 e . . v
Jessie L, Weston, denst o the Jolv Seail {101,

rot. London:

151
I

Prank Jass),

Lid, ».ol.

|



Q)

t

The mytnie analopyy wich Lilith i oo cent ., Lilitn'a owp
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skeletons ) sh terin.: then hldeouwa!y: not one Tell oy
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N " P . P N - . - . N
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not 1life.
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se o7 his telief In ultinmate universal salvation,
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tine, The Tity orf God (Jew York: Randon House,
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Lioned carlicr, the ovi donee D0 L sterility 0 ovil s i

plaved by otne dea ol ol o Wt od condition of the 1and,
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space 1n relation to o+ familior wor G ang cortain alle-or
ical Tound thore, Sy connocting the ske) etal synanol
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moral laws, confirms "achonald's Cantastic art.

Lo addition to the dunlism creatoed by the existence ofr

the two realms tacDonald conseiously roanivulates his inares

to roinforce the antithetical concents o0 rood o and oovil, Ry

ouning ther Lorether novarions conmbinations, he creatos an

e

increosed symbolic rocanance whleh moves the reader omotion-
. s

ally. The doaces, Tamiliar to the reader, are stil) ad fective
A3
becanse they appeoar ia df Sferent settin oy onining added

cnobtional {nnetas eoach i they tnaner.,
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TAZes continual iy o in {qeonald s Tletion, it i perhnos inevio

tat’ that nis choravters should :‘o'.‘lt‘ct,) this divigion,

As we exomin: the charactops 20 Lilit_?‘. throush the action,
WC o wlll see the tvves whieh surroun e :;nd.' ith, Howaver,
because ‘mcﬁmlul‘d's_:vmr.",\'r? L deve . aently o thes e two charac-
ters assume oreator denth t,h:m. Lhe other types, Focuasing uron
them, woe will follow oh. Choanses and revelating of thodr chavaoo
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Hin marme caccvaon vand o Ml the inconst oo o veathervane,
] " ~ 13 " . \
Vane 1 alon ne ity o e e Sae Vaven, vhich sumgzents

Lar Lo Naven,

on hic “oprehond {(Gon 10 )0 e wi il e

Altncac-n he b ot s aien) te deaeriled t ne,owe loarg o

! LI ~ N PR s . - < PN ' ~ \
Vane s ahorme oD e e e 0 e e HERRTIN o -
di o e ent D v teliante an o evninins aaniTitye o
3 MR .y . .
disbinaaian Sodh T vl Jeo hnow thal he {5 an Oxford
S B S CRE TR TS R RSN Coalone T Se et g, DMovated Lo
Lho mhvaien) aedonres | seoiins an i veian hiey weoen nhysicon? andd
meltapnyaloas o il oo thos o, e Lo rrlonl e
Tor o oediation ia ot sosorhiienl phasiititios Of Lhe s
v N YN 4 N N PGS R : L ‘..' e . 1 " by RS v > +
WO L, Jirected towards Vanoe's ioteroast in Lhe nistory o8 o
) ooy Y HE . M .3 . gy N P, Lo B 1 . - N N 3 e
nnn mindg inoredation co o nuvrosod awl o e wgtestive of his
;

metaphrsical tendenov s Wooanticinate bis Surther oxcursions int
Sworld oarrtordins now oand deone Enovledse.

ny, N N~ N 3 vy e ve E . T N . AIVE T \ N

Me existeonce in the narrative of Sonaer old nman, in

.1 . Sy ey e ey v Nty e s coy et 30 - s ey 3 N
& dark couk, shiny as Trom oo we s (e who comes wad ~ooes
at uncertals intervals intensi“iea Lt Nrslerious o JvLere
surrvundin oo the Litraey, Prom ot o butler Vanoe loarns Lho lore

. Sy T ~ B Y A - . . - T LN - 7 vy e e

end o hiis cstor s Libroarian (v, Baven ) who sl makes
SPAYadie avpearan ces In the house., Vane's dmpression of Raven
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.o ulliver's short ol s, inoJonavhan Uwifn
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anoe bird cionltered by oo owlimbse of i face.

I saw no raver, but the 1ibrariagne-—tihe sauie slender
elierly man, - a rusty blachk coat, lar;e in bady ing

Tongy In the Yaiios. Phad seen only his bhaes e Tore g
oW Fo U Tl L ] ey hia face . T oo S tain
that Tt showed P Sinne of the bonns undey iy S -
cestin - Lhe ahulls Yis last-clained profecsion et
hoave made i S0 1 s witih, SuloinT trutn ! ohad pnewves
Le fore o ooen a T coalive ) or a4 lank so keen or 5o

friendly o5 that in nis pate blac eves, which vot had
aohane aboal thom oo oo thev ¥ad don- much Veeping,

— s
.
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B
faven's identity should he cloar from the outaet., o1
avre tihan oan ancient librarian "o apnears varions® o
and i, an functions as librarian and sexton: REAEE
wilich, Xaven Atserts, are nuch the same. "o - ‘ .
truc so.ton, books nre but dead bodies to vou o1 librarys
nothing but a ca- mb" (pLaT). Aosexton's Job is to release

th living soul imprisoned in' o deag body: a librarian's is
Lo release the livin.: wvord inprisoned within the covers of a
ook, Durins the confronation between Raven and Lilith in

Vane's library, Vanc finnlly understands Raven's true identivy

Then at last T understood Lthat My, daven was indeed

Adan the o0Xd and the now mangLTl andg that his wife,
b 3

ministerin~ in the houvie of the dead, was Lve, the

bl
mother of us all, the lady of the Jew Jerusalen.

Vare, in learaing from Mr, Naven, has as his teacher the father

170

Georrme Dumtzil, Sods of 4he Ancient Tortimen (Horhloy:
Laive of Jalifornia Press, 10740 o008, In Aorse nyvtanlo-r

Gdin has two ravens (mina and nenmory) who provide comnusi-
cation beilween Valhallae and earth. even a5 Raven overates
between the Ntherworld and Vane's “amiliar one.
171 .. . .
“Pe I Cory 15:45-47 and Cwrist as the second Adan.
Raven's identity takes on added simaificance.
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Vane's Cirat visit to Lhe Clhervorid focusen unon oa
auestion of identity, Hermnyvoed rom o hls o prior knowledpn
Dimse 10 Vane's anawe . , o s myLe e Ul woe L in ¢,
indecd meanin ~Less,
I became at oneoe aware then 1 conld pive hit no n otion
of who 1o, Fncdeed ) whe wan 10 Pt owould be no answer
Po o say 1 o wan yho! The Unaerstoad Lhne 1 odid not know
aysel Sy did not know wiatt o vas,oand not e unds On wiliﬂh
to determine that T o4 one and not another,
(p.2h)
Vane's Tirst lesson concerns this moetavhysical question
of being and entity. Because Vane has alloswved Waven existonce
by recgghslnin~ him, Rav~u Verinsg nis instruction with this
: v
concept: "No one can say he is himself, util firet he Xnoswo
,
that he is, and Lhen what hingol?® ig, In fact nobodr is Sim-
. . - T o troe N .
self, and himselr nooody (p.15). without understanding,

Vane has received the Suprgestion that enphasis on self is the
core of neither existence nor individunli by,

Stumﬁlina back intce ¢ 0w world (Naven has s~id Lt
onc siust be at home to come an i ol will), hauntod by re-
curring questions of ldentitvy nnd the Uthorworld, Vane fipal-
ly surrenders his own measrs knowledys as useless, Thig ig
an impcrtnnt'be}inning, for dissa<is action widbh nwresent know-
ledre is a lecessary vrerequisite for further learrin-.

visit reveals more about - he
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Ot T N RN TR TR S AT ariacin s b ointo P he arare Neqee,
Lhien TVO s Lie cha b of qoenth, Machonald
deseripli o her varity and her oo oneot Doy
Pth b Pl R CRLRRI
Litie r . whtot New— Tl e g oW
e ©oon ! dre , bt noet Lihe
SN0 Ton e ted warmti, Tothoou ot
hur et S, oher eveas o sude e T -
et the croo e and heo nole nerson
N .
Vi catheradUamd concent ratbod in b Wil 1t
hecare 11 cht, o 0 the ot Coee Lonrimneval
vertectiony thre Vi SN Were v conti G oreat oo, At
(pp. -2
P ;
Avadn, wve's coann stioen o ith eternal e 1o v TR TN
IO was "as 17 the soalendour o her eves nad orredn
too much for them o hold, aui, sinkins into he-
countenance ) made 1% fluch with a Lo¥wwliness like
that or Beatrice In She wibo rone o Lhe reodeemed ¥
. . Pfe dtselo, 1 fe clarnal, Inmortal) ostreancd fron

oyt
«ul.lﬂl‘f.

% ' an unbvroken 1i.)

. i .
! - ] ,
ATUor a4 meal of bread and o perfect meal' (v, xR
of Tthe cugharist, Vane {8 dncormed that “he must entdr the
", .o " e . .- N N .
unearn=d sleen "heartily" without concern <o wvaking, vlich
P
will come o2 itself. Althounsh h» acrees to trust the sexton,
Vane i~ anpreliensive at the S17nt of the cold bodies asleen
. ™ )
. 1 s N . N N s T oA
in 'Sumctnlnﬁ deevper sti11" than deatl, The different mean-
ins of the word 'dead! here, and its conneection with resur-
rection, is par.mount.
:‘.‘
- -
170, ", Co o . . . .
Lyes are the windows o the soul," Indicating ch vr-
K acter--Ive's alive and flashins, Adan's kK2en, ‘ara's weeping,

L1ilith's dark and dend.
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e o b Tve Lot e re the nes o Pars o hits lead
on the enrd o barie s o ver oasounsde N Tn Jour
worltd e 0 Ny Lot s o then ol Lo keep thern
down Towcben “or bue 1 Lo ring bthe resurrectiooo
bel Tl g v e o Lo till aslecyp, )
- (n. N3
Thic comin Teaarrection divectly sarallels the vormiobuttoer-
Fly metamornaan i nnd rebh et HIR .
¢ y
Raven's e/ d0athy Taversion onle Coniorms Vane's suue
. . . - l\. . © N
blreions thnd Lae sexton 108 mad: Vooae Qé;"“%‘wm‘r*w}uxnl Lhe
aafpse N
splritual emphasios, Althousn he cal tmsel T alive, it ois
Vane who bringss o death odor Lo the Shamber by his doubt aga
A
Toar,
“ ! _\, i
The Jdifference Letwegen the 13 7¢ and death Vangyconnrehends
RO :
5
now, and thnt wiiich taven Knows., is one o aualily: natural ¢
- .
Physical 1:7e orvozed Lo Spagiiunl 1 fe, Vane understafids
. . » ~ . .l ~ 5
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in Adam's ceranmber afifords. SO0 Lewis distinct
Voo - )
nanes to ne the dlffﬂrcnce, alfhourh wo use the soo
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Keptl up b incessant sudbsidien fronm Jature in the Tornm
of air, ater, Tood, The Iritual 1i7e
which i35 in Gogy fronm downich made tne
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Sothe west to hinm Nei wu.;,&::t I think cor-
'y
ni S ViAo o Maoan )it subtle hurour:
1
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" N
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while travel ing in the Othcz*world, Vane discovers Lhe
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in age oM Labies 4o atout thinteen | tye SELEle os saro for
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Yane whiiec e 15 held cavtive by the corucl lan b, Jucastion-
I Lona . whie 'aather' ) about their cricins and S bous
Van- becomes intoerested in their stunted develonnent ., The
Giants and Little Ones are not soonarate racea ut variations
o th e one connected by oa o trocess of retrocsression
i : . . . : "o
Phe children ars the Corerunners of the Gianto-—their "firat-
Loy . . ,
era! P Little e Mdoesn' U ocare, he arows croedr, o
\ : . N " .
Lhen dauy o and then bic) and then stunid, and then bad (poov),
forgettiag his ori-ins comparing these Giants and the rich
. . - N . : " . .
of his own world, Vane caomments that as e bigs "care for
o o U Ll . : : . .’ 18k
nothin:g but . bineays’, seothe rich-care only o riches.
Vane ascociates the chanse into a Giant with the Drovess o °f
proving un, and wiches Lo rorgy cacsential child-=1:Xe
.
nature of the ittt le n:
o ml ol
/)“’ |
Fowever, the lives of tne Little ‘nes are not the ulbti-
mate develovnent; theldir =rowth is arre YachDonald's
7.
3 :
view o7 childhood {5 more develoved than the Wordawerthian:
an inhdividual must not renain a child by refusin- to accert
Sy . 108
the resvonsibilities and sorrovws of aduldhood. Althourh
183, : e e oA NP .
¢f. the Wordsworthian concenrnt of the child as b
father of man.
Lab . e . o =
. HaeDonald is not lashings out again: the rich, a.
Holfr contends, butl Is nerely emvhasizing th Biblical varallel
botwveer *he dirfficulty o a rich rman enterings heaven and that
of n Soiny throush the eye or a needle in Mat€., 10:23, 204,
It is esting to note that the preceding chanter asserts
\ o " . . : . . -
that o.. ust bvedonce as lititl~ children enter the xingdon
of heaven. '
185 .
Reis, p.1U9G,
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contection with the principle of renentanceo, They alao ex-
tend s promiae 0 hope,
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flovia,s owvn her oale cheaoling, Che reninded me notog
"..

wisrs o althouwsh Lhe one Looked a:

tle o the sevtan HER AN

it
L e Mad a0t et far thousands ot vears and the oo
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Wnderiios D0t h ' doatrnet v o] Ce ol e, Tacdonnld sunporta
Lhe Christion oaraios that true and ver e et Trocdom oxtuts

enly wh Moo surrendoered oneael | Vhaclohen ot o dly ta god,
Voo cove s oin o yia C ot e MacDonald must o ach o (e surrendes

doath and

rebin CrEEnrrecttont oand leads t e fpryge AW Tn,r within the
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. ’ 3 o - v . \ P . “ S R
SAVEL=-—cven Uhe Slindow Vonlan WU e, D Lot o
,
- N -~ L4 LA \ - ~ A4 B \ . - » - 3 . ’ - "
render everyvihineg to aleen, nu anvniins onlvowhen one boas o~
|
N . r . ~ -~ b
Follen enowsh (o remanbho Toenou th, Tovw Toremotteon nel s and ro-
remenbered uniiy with e Aba ol Lo,
. N . ‘J
while carines cor thoe v anman ., Vane ia b oy rebveatedly on

the nock anld qreaw, Al hou w'.:g}z [URTINY

¥
that a wvhite «leoeon Sauned the bitel
&
. ey Y N 3 ve SN v 3 - v - Y ~ ~ by oS PP ~
at her Baextinined. mocove This s thie oipase eahibicion o
: .

Lilitnts vanmopirlam o owhii ey Fo—emeorses wihen Ve Collows her and

N Wt 0 N 1 S vy N . N ~ 3 N 1
mtan'ys sleen is Lnewvitablo o as wo notod carlier. it
+
—

Acceomdpanies the syscestion S hat those who have heen
bl
L

r¥bel Tions will Tegquirve the longsost poriods 0 sloen, Lilith

v s ' - s N o~ . Sy s (LR S :
learns that she spi Lhe Shadow will be “ehe last to wake 1ir
the moraineg oF the universe™ (o, 300



#a

87.

slees s In her costle in Bulika. dany meanings and explanng-

tions for her vampirism are possible, I his disensaion of
Lilith as the archetypal "::wccu«hu—:mim\!,” Redls nnserta that

. . . . mn
the scene i Lilith's castle is n "rape sceneo ~auad that the

vanpirism represen’s Lnat aaoeet I womnn which robs man_ or
T T

. " . wl 7 . . : N

hig buchelor freedon, feodnomore inportant, nhovever,

te recopnize that Lilith's "passion" is directed only to-

wards hersel . VYhenmatically, the most obvious significance

Is Lilith drainin » Without remor:c, the source of another's

sitrength in ordey . caantaln her own existence. “Yuane hine-
. . P - o o i
felf reco, a1izes (. 172) +hat Liliq rolones hE® 1{if¢ at the
~ . - . BRI - //" . . N ' . PR
exXvense o his vitalitvy, ~v1lh this ctplunuthn, the signifi-
cance of Lilith as a "leeen increnscey.
- ~
o )

Three months atter Vane finds her, Lilith revives, do- ‘5\
A
spisin: Vane's care and attertion. " Shudderin - to learn that

. . L 108
2 hus Yeen bathegd QH;leln the hot river,

: Lil;th cannot

pardon the %wo wrongs Vﬁ?e has done her: he has conpelled her

to live and put her to shame. Although Vane cannot comprehend

I o .

his wrongdol & We can conjecture that, to an immortal spirit

like Lilith, death would be a welcome relief from her existe-

i

192 . . . .
ence, Lilith's use of the word "shame" is ambipguous: it
5 ? ‘2‘:
‘o )
197 . .
Reis, p.118. d
128 . : . o
Later the simnificance of running water in folklore

&5 & power to destroy enchantment or ags an obstacle to evil
(e.g. Tam 9'Chanter).is developed to exnlain Lilith's help-
less position by this river (p.¥03). 17 ve renember the cone
nection of the river-v#th the spiritual dimensions, Lilith's
dismay is understandable. )
199 ... ' .

_ Lilitnh repeatedly asks for physicsl dgath, e.g. pp.287,

297. : : '



84

24
s unlikely that ahe rfeels sheme from o sense or modesty,
Posgibly Li1itn resards her nakedness oas oa revelation or
/
hersel ! and o shamed by A restoranion resulbin.e Creon e
water wvhion disvels hoer powers o enchantment
Vane follows Lilith to Buliia, destite Lie blowves from heoe
o 200 . . ‘ . : -
clenched lert han g, dJeblievin Lhat Yo Dewut e nunt inaieat o .
Cmpassion and rratitude, Vane wiches ©o Fouse ner ocoodnens,
o . “‘ \
Had all my Tabor, all ny o des oI - hope e Lo roeddeen
only in,’;r'at,i‘umlw‘;'. Yot ancwoNe s nrselsy Theauty &
) mast heave a hea'rt Howewor pro foundly hidde Lt must
beWhere! o L 0 70 rouse that heart were o betd oo Lt
to her "than ti.o hhapniest 1 e SLowould he to v
hes avnobier, o hicrbhe - 1o I : T ’
ST s (p.1ho)
AL : hd
Vane suvldcoribes Lo the neo-Platonic view thae outunrd appear-
ance roerlects an innoer realitg, Plassical and meaieval ae - ‘e
~
. L4 A @ . | >
thetic theory } I that beauaty and proaodaeos o0 ld not bhe
separate.t, o the Wincteonth coentigre nowever, artists o p
. \ ‘ e ) - ,
. ) - . \".\‘\‘ ’ . . L
writers were, Pascel st by "t ho ringe the beautisnl evél
. ‘ e
201 :
wornan, Dospite wn mings, Vane's Pauntian desire to learn
atout Lilith drives hin on, aithougsh he realises “he 1im-
iR oy B
k3 love.
. ‘AA‘
SugeMer resence had ad 5 stranme i fluence unon e, : .
T L N . . N .
and in her presence T must resist, and at the same tine
analyze thut influcnee! 9. Seteninegly inscerutabdble in
. - -~ . . , ;
her 1 woull rain penetrate:r to understand sonethin.:
of ner mode orf beins would be to look into narvels such
us imarination could nev:r Yave surcrested! In thios I
vas too dariner: a man nmust net, for }:nowleclf:e, o his
own will encounter temptation!
(p.lOO)
200,, . . . ,
The action of an icecold blow emanating from the -
{
clenched hand appears again on p.151. ’
201
4 . .
See pp.5-7 of this thesis, . -
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the -y il ied by othe ueand of Lhoe nndereround waters.

! el by othe anmmairance o phianta- forns"of Lilith, fara

nd G0 Lo diachey hie G- ruct,icrxf:; “Vane doos not
wearn- i, S cviel that strict obedience is necessary
he nelin. COonor sonearo, Wnen e meets and passes the
Shalow, vV 25 the Tirst sirans of robirth: "a';oft
wind line ine LT vz of n nev-born srrings rcreeted ne,
and vefore ne arose L300, “uryin-e the hand in
the anpoe - nlace i Talls msleep as the river

N
D
[}
~
2
.3
.
o
"o
()
ol

seturning Lo Ada

e¢ntrance to the "house 0 g So.T.on, Vane dem-

onstrates the knowledre he ORI "h hiz 2 -lences

end his understandin~ o° the 1 3o
desires death because he is rnar

3
‘)V

that the death in Hve's cottar b 2, se
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e comen Tar L wronns reanon, He 1o farned o Varne
trics Lo cxnlain
| N . . o

"Iy onoou e 0 o desare Lo ddlie s bat T oan

Jgont,t o enorn Lo odesire to tive indec it Cherertore L

Foonow Lo Learn 00 mhne cdi bl oat lon,th Lo e i,

You wish to die heecagse cou o do o not o care Lo live: she

will not onen acr deor Lo oron Tor no one con Jdie whe

does not lang ta 1o

(p.102)
Grieving that the ol man has not learned to die, Vane
directs im Lo Mlara, the Lady oof Uorrea., Havins hinself
" ’ ~
wepl onmany tearo," Vane can now ofTor counsel.

At 1last renchin~s Dve's cottnrme, Vana foels infense 1Ano-

liness =nd denolatisng be fore cleening in the chanmber. flone,
o e cannotl avert tie stirrin.ss of doubt. Althourh he follows
a vislion of Lona 4o the chamber, Vane ‘cannot sleep until ne
nas eatlen; arain he shares She bLreeoad anda wine of the Kucha-
rist with Adam, IZve and Yara, Vane's spiritual fanily,
3 N N N N N .
fidan and Zve tell Vane that tiev snew he was coming g
N J [ -
- - Tt . . ~ . . .
indecd, "every creature mitt one nirnt vield himsel? and lie

1 N . 1" 5 ~ . " . N

c2own fTor he 1is made for lidberty. Without concern for hou
. Cos n . 1" N .
or yvears, each one will fin4d nis true time and conme., ror-
getting everything, Vane sinans at last.

Zobzrt WolfD thninks have ended Ziere, be-
Cause he considers the remainder 57 Lhe novel an atiemnt b
Macoonald to "extricate Nimsel? from the mechanical problen”
of awarening Vane, the narrator, in order to tell the storw

229
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However, | osurcceot that Tane's dreans and his conusion at

the end are an interral ne. . of the construction of Lilitvih.
They contribute Lo the fantasy's resonance an i sugsestiveness
by returning to tie dream.syrbolisn and by emphasiznin, fac-

~

Donald's the i s that a1l are in the Process of becoiing,

crowin.: towardd perfection,

. A .
Xiostrnce, lens conoeious

-
T
[}

Dreamins, Vane iorows aTare
of himsel? and more conanecious of bliss; "I had neither made

it nor prayed fortit: it was mine in virtue of cxistence! and

cxlistence was =ine in virtue of v Will that dwelt in mine"
(p.31u).  He is "™in the heart af acal witnh "redenntion

,' atoning for P15t sins and wronpgs because o

(R
N

drawing ;

the love wiich now nossesses nhiim.,

In blackness, Vane inarine- that he awakes, alone.

Seeing the paths of his pri i~us journey, he rejoices that,

ho hes riven his 1ife meaninge.

i}
—
<
(9]
-
)
"3
o]
]

by settings the

. L . \ N / . L.
Throur: that ¢ nes aone something to mak¥e hincelf

o]

0

o+

bre

O

]
-

olvins to search fTor .nose with wnon

s
o+
O
o
' h
ot
[
S
—
[
[}

he siecpt, Vane learn: that . he is still asleen, Confusing

a3 this seems to us, the decepfiveness of the drean str’ o

anc waring truth are enquallw nazzling to Vane, Adam pronices
that when ne is "quite dead," he will drear no Talse drean;
even vwhile aslesp, Yane igs beling educated, In 2 sveech echo-

ing Maclonald's own lenging for the perfectins o nan's
awareness Adan reassures Vane that he will eventuall> know

3

the truth.



That which thou seest not, and never didst seo save

. N SR . .
~ in a plass dark lv-<d3 <« < bhat thou canst not bt
doubt , and art blaaeloss In doudtin: until Lhoy Seest

it face to face, when they wilt no longser bha albile to

doubt {t, Sat o Lo iinm who hae once seen even a shiadosr
and, even buat honin s he hao scen

onl: of the Lruth
it when it is prog
Rimo the real oo
devart no ore, bat

Nl ono lunrer, trics to Obey Ttooto
tae Truth himsel?s will come, and
vide with him forcver,

(h. 00)

By anplying the lescons of DSt cxneriences to future oues,

he will learn that Truth "is all in @ally; and the truth o*

things lies, at once hidden and revenled, in their seeming"

Vane also droams an interruntion of Sleep, believing:

himsel{ bvaci in 115 own world after scckings 1o walke. and flee
.

his drean, llovever, we reomenmber taven's earlier statement

.

(p.39) that no oie can wake of hinmself, At length Vane does

awake with surety, .
The fourth night I seemed to fall asleep, and that
nicsnt woie indend, I cnened nmrsoeyes and knew, al-
though 2ll was dar: around me, that I lay ipn the
house of death, and that every monmnent since thnere
I fel] asleep I nad been dreamins, and now first was
avoke. .

(p.330"

Zve infofms Vane that he has just besun to wake and live;

since his dying is over, he has only "to live" with all his

night to become stronger in this new Spiritual 1irfe. '"Those

wvh. w1ll not die, die many times . die o- ceantly, keep dving
de2per, never have done ‘dyin~; here al_ unwardness ~ng -
love and pgladness" (v,331). :

230
3 Cf. I Corinthians 13:12,
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slept; nevertheless, t
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Or odebate a4 Pl e iy limhp Of Mo donald!s
use o Lhe vt ke ot Ui ml s b il by and undiroet o
Sltructare ) i o diaplavs oa Loty oreanioned conntruction,
Conmectin:. Uhe .oyiny mythowit o the educationg of Vane toth

.

bheoationliy an g structaralle ) oand Jusbi Cies L nNresence of

Imagpes whicen Snerticially arpony Gnrelated, e lonatd o ahows
Conslislent dunlity T his Croamew rh—--the develonment of
Lilith and Voan.o > Vi twe worlds tedlween wvihlel Yane parces,
and the antitnedionl rarery oY darkh o oand Lirht, cocd ovil,
We o lave examined those intluences anap trelonnldls “antusy

\

which contribu* vy rast directly Lo Lhe teocehnicens and thematic

structure of ilit, The concents of natyre and man's rela-

4 3. TS ey e (. ., N N T N -
LO Ve mhvine, and the ovrbolie nacery ., transnitted

Jdacob Boehrie, saaved Machonald's prescntation directlxr. The

emphac . © unon Phyvsical ~volubtion by Darwin arforded Machonald
with an evident parallal for 2i. doctrine o~ spiritunl procress

Ee cbliected %o Calvinisn becruse it imposel restrictinnsg which

.. TacDonald's use of sian

M)

limited tii itual develonne

0
(@]
s}
3

Fal

influences shows nig concern with the nroblems and issues o

nis age as well as =ig ability to henefit “ronp the past angd
from thoze interested in the human condition ang nan's destinv,

We have discussed the nystic style ang literary technigues

. His imamery reflects his

o
1)
[0}
3
»
}_1
oY)
o
%)
(]
o,
ot
@]
n

snape nis mess

U
o]

ct
o
Q@

rnesse - 1t conforrms to aentitnetical patterns paralleling
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Onoo i Soroe T ool et evlly usning Candilier Co/deatn, -
Tipht/adark oomb o Alway. conncidus of Hia Lheme , he
strove to cnbods iU in i moge s oand oo vhilcoh would move

the reader one i

Mg roepeat

are
Suemoestiveness,

1berare

srymvolic i

ther do not Towen

symbol

)

Certal

I

leopardeasces , Ay

nally an v

cdoant enh
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tation, A
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nin
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e
[
stent interoretat i\a'i\), but
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cveal %he under-

[

Haclhonald nmans~yulate arities to »r

lyins opposition of rood and evil.
fis o work of ari, Lilith doon disnlay certain stylistic

flaws: Macbhon-1l4's ar,tunrrme tends toward sentimentality,
especially when he is crentins cnild charncters, and he
occasionally destrovs artictic Ly concentrating + 4

heavily uron his Hessare, a5 when | detracts from Lilith':z
stru-rle by comnenting upon the cpiritual conditic: of the
rich. devertheless, “aclenald'sz si¥le asserts 1is nosition
as an artist, His 71t or vivid and compelling~ decceription
is 1llustrated vy ti. skeleton battle and dance; the use of
poetic details and ~~curate Srmuolic imnrmes provides a rieh
texture ia his work; and ne enriches his own inmapinative

()

.
o]
el

eqd

his inad

3



Whon evaluatin: o8 lithts ‘f':fifli‘f,/. COovaler oo et realoe
Lhat Mnedonald und'n deTIindite viey af 3yia PUYDOre an | ronnon -
SIoility in writs neobals fantagy, It was his an ;:'.Ju.r to o
recoaniced necd in Contnnmor&ry Society, an attewnt to pPro-
vide a fipm spiritual fovindating in the tunmult surroundin -
Ndmael? and onis oo tlow Vistarians. acPDonald used hins artisti
ability to mybe nig B S L R S I A N R T TS Dossitle; he

couched his Lipeme in a comnelling wnd evocative stvlie Lhyat

/’\
elr'fected tie reader's edi “ication throueh an identification

/
with the character or Vane ang throury vitnessing the aradunl
avareness and transfornmation rather than continual and direct
didactic relteration. The didactice clenent ig Strona Liurow- -

w
out Lilith; Tachonald is Strivinag Lo ocducate the reader con-
2o st

cerning the Spiritual nature of man and his ultimate destiny,

It i5 an erfective didactic worn prinarily btecause Haclhanaldts

strong faith angd conviction rin- -  throurhout. i3 belierfs
were fully formulatcd; Macheuald wa confident that the

theories he cxvressed reTlected man's hopeless condition
without God -.nd held out the promise of ovrorressive sviritual

develonnent towarg the divine,
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