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ABSTRACT

, / An attempt has been made to descr1be in some deta11 the
unknown first half of E. A. Partrldge s life. The influence of his
’/échool teaching career has been underestimated as a factor in his
later views on the primary importance of educatien to the cause of
agrarian protest and organization. Partridge's career illustrates
“the Lip;et thesis that ideological innovators were consistently re-
placeejby conservative bureaucratic administrators in Saskatchewan's /
aérarian organizations. . This process occurred within the context of - ,
Fowke's thesis that the west developed within a colehial economic
system. Repeated successea of the federal and provincial Liberal
parties in co-opting agrarian policies and leaders, and the liaison’
they formed with farmers' organizations such as the Saskatchewan Grain
Growers' Assoeiation, reinforce the tendencies described hy both
" theories.

Partridée's attempts to estabiish nonpartisan organizations \‘\\‘”
incorporating structural’;afegeards aéain;t this p;ocess of co-option
bwaederal parties, such as his'No—Party League, failed due to re- . ——-

. .
versals for the Partridge Plan, as well as the strength of what Evelyn
: Eager terms ''the consegvatism of the Saskatchewan electorate i The‘
collapse of the Partridge Plan for government-owned line and term1na1
»elevators in 1910 and 1911 51gnalled the end of Partr1dge s p011t1ca1

effectiveness. His success with "the 51ege of Ottawa" ironically

caused the destruction of his "farmers' platform," with the defeat of

iv



the ‘Laurier administration. Successive failures  in establishing
vyroadly-based 6o—opéfétive marketing agencies and class-based poli-

tical movements led Partridge to embrace the concept of a separate-

western Canadian nation .free of colonial political and economic

o

spheres of influence. Sustained instances of pé§§onal tragedy, and *
I
: - ] N ¥ ’
concerted resistance by established beneficiaries\%f_;he status quo,
account for Partridge's erratic career more than the usually accepted

theory that he was intrinsically unsuited to the role of administrator.
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Chapter One:

THE‘EARLIEST YEARS 1861-1883

‘When EdWard Alexander‘Partridge was born in Canada West on

5 November 1861 his family had been settled in the area for three
generations. . The first of his forebears to arrive in British North
America was his great-grandfather, John Partridgev(i;67-1828), who
ﬁad.originally emigrated to Albany, New York, in about 1807.1 In
1819 John Partridge and his brother William moved west 1nto the raw
wilderness reglon 51xty miles north of York, after hav1ng settled
briefly in that town. 2 With him he brought his wife Charlotte 011ver
(1765-1825) and five of his six children, '"all lately arrived in this
Province to settle except one but who will shortly follow."3 This
was ﬁis eldest married son, Charles Partridge.

Charles Partridge (1789-1880); E. A. Partridge's‘grandfather,

had been born in Lincolnshire, England, -near the small town of Riseholme,

in,1798,4-and.had emigrated tp America with the rest of his family at

e
~
7

the age of nine. There he g;;w up on varlous family farms, becoming
accustomed to the rigorous 11fe of frontier farm1ng He married Ann
'/Luck and began to raise a family. Ann was a 51ster of Edward Luck,
another emigrant from the Albany area, who later settled on the Iot
adjacent to the Partridge fatm and taught at Crownhill‘\s‘chooxl.5 In
1819 Charles 36com§anied bis fami}y to Upper Canada, hédFa\land peti-

tion drawn up by a notary public in York, and returned to\Arpany,

1 ’ - \\\
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bringing his family north €b settle near his father, &&S uncle William,
A '

his brothers William and Warton, and his sistgjs;ﬁirbzﬁne and Jamima,

who remained on John Partr1dge s farh

Governor, S1r Peregrine ?ai%land nq&if ithorities that "Your

\J \P
Petitioner is des1rous to begh?e an a*¥a§i?§ettler in this Prowvince

pr \\)

and has means to cultlvqxe Land;" It fherefore "humbly prays Your
Excellency will be pleased to grant him such portion of the waste Lands
of the Crown" as Governor Maitland¢$hou1d see fit.®

One reason for this insistence upon his desire to become "an
actual settler" was sifiply that land speculation, based upon the free
grant of lands to United Empire Loyalists'between 1783 and 1818, was
becoming increasingly common. In 181é the government added the pro-
vision that, "norgrant of land would issue in the future to persons
of any descripthmruntilsatisfactory certificate be filed that a.habit-
able house is erected on some part of the land granted, and a suffi-~
‘cienf clearing thereon under fence in the proportion of five acres
per 100."7 As tnis-nas only intermittently enforced, it became a
widespread source:of grievance among the legitimate settlers before
fhé 1837 rebellion.8 Grants of land to the Partridge family appear
to have been unusual in\that most free grants were made to United
Empire Loyalists, milifiamen from the War of 1812 and reti;ed British
Army officers. Almost all other settlers in this area purchased their
9

land.

=3

The Partridges all settled around what was soon to become the



L —

s

town of White's Corners. This settlement pas named for Peter White,

-

~who arrived in the area somewhat laEer, and who establlshed the

first WesIeyan Methodist Church at thé crossroads of the old Penetang
t’)
10

Road in 1825, This road had been built north through the heavily

A}
forested country west of Lake Simcoe to connect York with Penetan-

guishene on Géorgian Bay. It had originally been built as a defense

r[ad following the War of 1812 but began to be 5parse1y settled by
1

about 1820, after the m111tary post haJ been rquved in 1818.7" -THus
/ :

t
. -3

the Partridges were among the very first who attempted to farm in
this area they had chosen to settle. The driginél twenty-five famiLios\

\ .
from the northern counties of England were ollowed in 1834 by Scé(s

from Argyleshire, in 1828,by Irish Catholic famih%es moving to Vespra
A ]

Township, and by twenty Negro families moy&hg to dro Toquhip, giving
the area a relatively diverse ethnic and reiigious character.12

John and W1111am Partr1dge settled 1n the Qrown Hill district.
oﬁ Vespra Township. 3_ From this time onward the f ily would continue
tq acquire land on either side of the Penetang Road), straddling -the

bqundary between Oro and Vespra Townships. This land would be divided

and re-divided among sons and daughters, and Partridge was to become

oﬂe of the most common names in the area. By 1871 four of John's and

William's descendants owned substantial lands in Or Township14 and

nine owned over six hundred acres in Vespra Townshi 15 Crown Hill

and White's Corners became the centres of their commercial and civic
activities, and St. James Anglican Church in Crown/Hill, and. thte s

r

Corners' Methodist Church became the centres of their consistent and

.. -



energetic rélihious activities. Most of the Partridges were staunch
Wesleyan Methodist, however, and E. A. Partridge was born into a

. . 16
Methodist family,

Charles Partridge was especially influential in the organiza-
tion of local religious activities. In 1855 he was one of a committee
of five appointed to-supervise the building of a larger Wesleyan
- Church at.White's Corners.17 Local historians note the Partridges'

. involvement. "During- the-1850's-and ‘60's-services'were often held

outdoors in the Partridge grove, probabfy Lot 17. This was an all

day affair with two services and two meals. These developed into
R r
field services. Benches-made from planks resting on logs were used

for seating purposes and the mfirister stood on a wagon."18

Charlés Partridge took up land,in 1820 opposite his father's

/

and uncle's/ﬁanqs;lg and completed ﬂ&s settlement duties in September,
N / Y .

1724.20 THis "lot" of two hundred acres lying along the Penetang
. Road wasvtd remain in the. family, sections of it'being passed on to

E. A. Partridge's father, John Thomas. .It was on this farm that

Edward Partridgg was born. ‘By 1871 "Squire Charles'" retained .only a

corner of this lot for his own house, and John Thomas, now -thirty-five

and supporting a famfly numbering nearly a dozen, owned most of the

21 In 1880, when E. A. Partridgé was nineteen, the old squire

died and was buried on his own land.2? .

land.
Charles Partridge had raised a large family of seven daughters‘
band~six sons on his farm. John Thomas was his eighth child: John's

older brother Edward was likely E. A. Partridge's namesake.

v
N

o G
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John Thomas was born in 1836, in his father's house,23 as

were hij children; When‘grown he was granted some of"the dwindling
) 4

fam1ly‘lands “He marr1ed Martha Chappell, who bore him three chil-

dren, Henry Oscar, Albert and Edward Alexander Martha Partr1dge

died in chlldblrth in 1861, apparently while Edward was be1ng born. |24

She was buried in Dalston. John Thomas soon remarr1ed however His . ..

second wife was Harriett Chappell Martha's sister, They}had,twelve

more children, all of whom eventually moved west and settled near"
.Spring Cdulee and Sintaluta in A551n1bq1a _Edward's younger,half-
brothers and half sisters were Lydla, Hptt1e, Ann1e Thomas, Ralph ‘

Ina, Mattie, Lula, John, Fred, eWilfred and Newton.

o

By the time of Charles partr1dge s death nanyxof the younger
members of the family were beginning to find it difficult to obtain

much land locally, and ‘the assessment records 1nd1eate that many of

these possessed much less land than the1r fathers had S Th1s.1and A

L'

was frequently scattered in small sectlons among various lots and pre-
sumably would have been more d1ff1cu1t.to work as a result. It may
well be that it was these factors which prompted several of the older

sons of John Thomas to move farther west 1nto thé\NorthaWest Terr1-

tories in 1883, John Thomas"brOther 0pened a small sawmlll'on h1s

lot,in the 1880's to supplement the income from his- farm Jﬁﬁn

\ "
rThonas himself was to follow his sons west however, and spend h1s. o

|
!

remaizlng years in Assln1b01a as the patrlarch of the western branch E

-/

of the family. He died in Sintaluta in 1912. e

[

\ Charles Partr1dge was long aSSOC1ated Wlth the-Oro Branch .

L
ISP x o A

e . n «i
’ e
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Agricultural Society, which met regularly at Rix's Tavern on thg - . .~

Penetang Road .2 'This society addressed itself to suchwﬁ}op}emgi‘ )

'as the drastic soil erietion in Simcoe County and used the local

press to promote diversification of crops, recommending the produc-

‘tion not only of wheat, but also wool and flax "to-clothe the pub-

lic, for all must admit that the price of the farmers' produce is

~N

1nvar1ab1y governed by the quantity'on hand, much more than the -

qUality of the article offered .. . . n26 The members of the sociéty

-were thus engaged in the kind of basic education of the farmers that

would later mark the early.period of the Territorial Grain Growers'

. ' SRS '
Association and the Grain Growers' Grain Company. The combination of
incipiently political pronouncements and practical agriculturél ad-

vice found in the Oro Branch Society closély resembles that found in’

“these organizations; the similarity of concerns and rhetoric is ob-

vious, and the source of Partridge's later affiliation with all such
organizations is neither as uﬁéxplained nor as surprising -as some
: R )

suggeSt.27 It was not a sudden, belated awakening to previouslyﬁun—

familiar interests.

N -

In 1865 the Oro Branch Agricultural Soc1ety protlalmed that

- At present every artché\of clothing we wear is 1mported
~and at a larger price than farmers can afford to pay Jfor it,
and at the same time the-wool in the countryzls carried, none
of us knows where, to ‘be manyfactured! What yg need is mills -
to manufacture the Taw mater1a1 -at home . . .

By the 1880's the Soc1ety, under the new Farmers' and %eoples'iﬁoﬁncils,;?»
R . : . - <

IS

had become more militant and was promoting ends strikingly similar to

v

those for which E. A. Partridge would fight several years later in
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“Assiniboia. The Oro Council was petitioned to erect weigh scales at the
Edgar Post Office and the Hawkstone Railway Station for weighing grain,
hay, and other agriculfufal produce. This was

to induce other Councils to establish The Queens' public weight
scales at larger purchasing places of our own couyntry, and thereby
do away with many of the abuses jarising from the device.of buyers
using their own scales and. h1red\we1ghers, so unlike the Bractlcal
ways acted on in other market places of older countries.

The correspondent to the Barrie newspaper who penned the above words for
the local society concluded that ''this much needed system of neutral,

o ' :
weighing" would cause many more people to work and benefit froh\the sale

‘ of farm pfoduce, "'which being the gold of the countny . . ., the breaking
up of the monopoly ways of present bnyers must bring about peace end plenty
_to numerous other fatilies, havihg at least equal righ;srbo the'lawful in-
heritance provided'by piovidence in fhis'Canada.of ours."

“The idea‘ofvsubsténtial government intervention or government
ownershnn of such fac111t1es, the major concept behind the Partrldge
Plan of later'years, was not entlrely germinal with Partrldge then.

'Rather, such concerns seem to reach back directly to these earlier

i‘yeans when his family assoc¢iated closely with groups who espoused such

goals. is conversion to Rusk1n1an soc1a115t1c ideals and his readlng
\ -
of the'?h writers all followed what seems to have been his early

awareness of the problems faced by ns; family-and neighboring-farmers,
and seem in specific, personal terms. Thus Partridge's eclectic selec-
tion of ideas in lateyp years to suit his immediate concerns seems to

\ . ‘
have b i on the foundation of an emotional commitment made. -

. earlier, and deriving from the circumstances 'and associations in
. s :59 . :
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Ontario és a‘youﬁg‘man.'
John Thomas Partridge was a director of the Of§ AgriculturQI
Society in 1873 and 1874, when Edward Was?in his early teens, and
h; would undoubtedly have been aware of the organization and agita-
tions which concerned the‘Society.31 One writer mentions Partridge's
early association with the Patrons of Industry in Assiniboia,32 and
.such connections were probably based ;pon interestg aroused by his
early association with the farmers' movements through his grandfather -
and fafher, repreéenting a continuity of interest for him.
It would seem apprépriate to conclude this intfoducti;n to E.
A. Partridge's family backg;ound:with the observation that several
Partridges had been strong supporters of William Lyon Mackenzie's re-
_beliious demands in 1837.: As mentioned>they ;ére predominantly Wésleyan
Methodist, and as‘farmers’thére was likely increasing resentment directed
towards York, but while Edwaid's uncle, William Henry Partridge, his
fathef's older&brother, was closeiy aésociated with "the Reformers"

-

during the Confederation peridd,ss the Partridges were almost. unani-

| .
mously loyal during the rebellion. Although an Abraham Partridge from -

Simcoe County was '"a prisdner taken in arms against U.C." in 1838,34
John Partridge served as a private under Captain E. Lally, in the Ist

> “There

" Regiment 7th CompaﬁyﬁonSimcoe Militia, during December i837.3
was thus a Partridge among the sixty rebels brbught to York in chains
t the Simcoe Militia, and a Partridge who had participated in his

apprehension. -

Of course, the most important familial influence would have

3

y



little is now known about John Thomas Partridge. From the tim§ he

until 1909,3

remained closer at hand in the person of his father. As indicated,

\

grew to maturity and received twenty-five acres in the north-east

‘cornér of his father's land in 1819, he remained a full-time farmexr.

He later received by grant from his fathgr one hundred acres in the

N

south half of the adjoining lot.36 From éhis time onward John Thomas\

\

tim;jhould have been increasingly taken by His farming activitiesy, \\
) R \‘\ . e} - .
However, as noted, he was involved in local farmers' agitations, and & \

it is known that he was one of the first trusfees of School Section 3
Dalston (previously White's Corners),%zféﬁa\muQF therefore have shown
some interest in education. Ed?ard,,gnqﬁgll John Thomas' other sons,
finished their schooling and werekwellkga;cated by the standards tbﬁﬁ'
prevalent in farming communities. John Thomas' active participatiép

in the local agricultural society as a director would certainly havé\in-
fluenced young Edwar& as ?éll as his brothers. All were to become.\
extremely activq i their'Assiniboian equiQalents at Sintaluta. Beyond ‘
providing a guiding influence in these organizatioﬁs,'E; A. Partridge
was a faithful mewber of the Sintaluta Agrichltural Society from 1903

8 when his wider interests drew him away.
' 4 .

These, with his strong Methodist upbringing, were the three
most important legacie§ of his father. In 1883 when Edward and his

brothers Henry and Albert moved west they were to prove immediately

influential in determining the course in which he directed his life.



‘Chapter Two: .
THE HOMESTEADER-TEACHER 1883-1900

This chapter is divided into four major sections.- The‘first

© briefly outlines E. A. Partridge's first efforts\ét homesteading in

the North-West Territories from 1883 to 1885. The second details

more fully his expgrienc?srwith—the Yorktoh Company Active Militia

from April toxiuné iSé;; The third argues that the five years from

1885 to 1889 wh?n Partfidge taught vittually full-time ar; more sig-

nificant than is generally acknowledged to an undérstanding of direc-

tions his attitudes took during thqsé early years. Tﬁe final section

deals in some detail with his first entry into politics during tﬁe

territorial by-elections of 1 Deceﬁber, 1896,.and draws paralle1§

with his own political philosophy as it developed five years later.

It islglso argued that his philosophy seems to have\gfown in.many

specific instances'ffom the Patrons' platform of that year, and eépe—

cially from'Jameﬁ Dougias' campaign of that spring. Necessafily these

sectidns sometimes overlap within the narrative presentation used here.

Also, certaln m1n1ma1 details of Partridge's personal and famlly life

age adde&\to help relate these four most important developments\po hlS'

_own daily‘soncerns within the seyenteen years covered in. this chapter. =
Ce£¥ain difficulties attend an account of thi§ early period )

~of E. A. Partridge's life. These mostly relate to factual discrepancies

[y

in the few published accounts of the f1rst forty years of his life.

10
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Sometime between the wfnter of late 1882 and the spring of ¥883

he and his older brothers Henry Oscar and Albeft moved west irom

XY . t
A

‘the Ontario family farm and settled on land in the Qu'Appellk R;ver
Valley.1 However, accounts of the Partrldge brothers' westWard em1—
gration vary, and no prec1se1y detalleduaccoun% exists. thestead
records are unclear as to when Henry Partrldge began occupancy of

;

his land; as the eldest, the or1g1nal family homestead was registered
under his name, and Edward and. Albert lived;hith him during the fiYst
year or two. Ralph Hedlin and George Edqprdéigive the date as 1883,
however, and this is generally accepted. Other accounts have varied.
Hopkins Moorhouse mentions no date, while R. D. Colquettebgives‘the‘
date merely as '"in the early eighties."2 Olive Sutherland, Partridge's,
grandniece records the date as 1882 in her memoirs. |

This mihor uncertainty‘is symptomatic of a general lack of
precision among accounts of'Partridge's early personal activities,
Indeed, even the fact that Albert Partridge accompanied them west is
- unclear. Moorhouse'indicates that only the one’bfother, who cek-
tainly would have beeh Henry, accompanied Edward. Oh the other hand,
.others indicate fhat there were three br'ot:hers.-3 Problems with im-
precise and contradictory biogréphical details thus seem to he general

&~

for the period from 1861 to 1901, beginnihg with various accounts of

Partridge's birthdate, and lasting until his rise to prominence as

the T.G.G.A.'s representative and observer at the Winnipeg Grain Exchange. -

In light of existing records all the popular accounts are not

only partial and contrédictory, but incorrect in certain areas. This
’ ' S !



applies not only to the settlement period and Partridgé's,activities
during this time, but élso to. the nature and extent of his career as
" a teacher. Qhe;g such discrepancies deal with minor factual,mattérs,
a consensus among the sources will be taken as an indication of the
-probable veracity of the acco;nt, and simply recorded. Where the

problem of oversight or omission is more important, direct issue will

be taken with such versions. L
11
) ’ : ™
Before the Partridge brothers arrived in the North-West
-

Territories there had been relatively little settlement there. How-
ever, the first Winnipeg land-speculatiqn boom had run its course,

and the C.P.R. had reached Regina the previous year, elevating a

buffalo-hunying camp to a town and new territorial capital. While

*  the famiYy was to be once more among the first to settle in a rela-
y untouched area, there was also the promise Qf immediate and-
rapid development. By the spfihg of 1883, tﬁere were well over nine
hundred miles of track laid Befweeﬁ Fort William and Swift éurrent.
This community at end-of-track was merely a tent city, however;Jand
_Regina dogabtless acted asba mégnet to the Partridges as the established
éommercft?*center'locaied néareét to the railwéy's end, and opening

the greates® area of free government iand that was readily évailablé.
-They therefo:? settled about fifty miles éastﬂof_Regina. When Edwards
| writes that éﬁiy, "in commoﬁ witﬁ practically all the settlers ét;that-

; time, went through alll;he hardships of pioneering in a country ahead
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of the railroad,"4 he overlooks the fact that it was probably the
. /' \

'3 .
\t

AV 4 5. ) . /
railway which determined their destination, I

>
M \

» . At K -
g It was no d6ub§ the railway which also caused them to move

i
.- Lo

some distance north of{the C.P.R. right—of—ﬁgy. Under the first
Dominionftands Bill (1872), the American idea of free. homesteads was
‘éiven legal form, and any settler coule make homestead entry on a
quarter section after paying a ten doilar fee and fulfilling resi-
dence requirements of three years. However, a forty mile beit was
set asidevfor building the railway. This was extended te a forty-
eight miie belt by 1882. Blocks of railway lands and government lands
were alternated within this belt, and in this erea "the free-hcnestead
system was altogether withdrawn, and even government lends were to be
sold at a minimuﬁ price of $2.50 per acre."5
Beginning 1 January 1882 even-numbered sections of these lands
were thrown open to free homestead/entfies, and attracted more settlers.
These ne;iy available lands, located more closely to the railway, were
apparently what attracted the Partr1dges to their new homestead over- -
looking the Qu'Appelle, for it was in this area that they settled.
When. Edward Partridge and his brothers took up their land they
Eived unaer the’most pr;ﬁftive cenditions, as did most of tﬁeit neigﬁ-
bors. It was in a tent that they "siept through their first star-
strewn- winter n1ghts on the open prairie, n’ as Moorhouse tells u; By
—Chr1stmas, 1883, a "11tt1e tar-paper shanty" had”teplaced the teht
however, as they attempted to meet their homesteadlng requlrements

-

Accord1ng to the curious homespun hagiography deal1ng with this period

\ ‘ /5 ' | » |



“&

14"

_the shanty was sufficiently primitive to be worthy of an American
pres1dent1a1 b1rthplace

So small was it that it was possible to wash oneself
dress oneself and get breakfast without getting out of bed
On the ‘wall was a shelf which did duty as a table. There
were also a little box stove and some odds and ends. When
the roof leaked, which was every time it rained, it was
,nece§sary to put pans on the bed to catch the drip.

Much 15 a}ways made by Partridge's admirers of the hardships attendant
upon hlS ea%%y years as a homesteader, and certa1n1y they could scarcely

have dqne othe;w1se than further strengthen his sense of identity with
\
the farmers. Fd{thermore, such experlences would have sharpened h1s

sense of grlevanée which was to find early expression in hlS populist
political activities in 1896.

Drought conditions in the Qu'Appelle Valley were beginning to
become a serious problem by 1883 The influx of settlers hoped for

!

by.fhe federaﬁ'government and the C.P.R. was delayed‘and a number of

\fhose aﬂready on the land in that area left. The Partridges sowed

f ty-three acres to wheat during their first spring. From these a

meagre seven bushels were "harvested" from around the edges of a
o . . E} -

Despite this discouraging beginﬁing the Partridges remained

“oh their \land, disregarding the advice of their deparxing neighbors.

r——

In\kprll 1884 they officially moved onto their land and built
a "sod pole ﬁéuse" of twenty by twenty- elght feet, as well as a large
log stable and \ log pig pen. In these they kept their first.live-

stock _two cattle\énd two pigs. 10 In that year they apparehtly also

~ I

broke twenty -five acres;'but cu1t1vated none. 1 This effort required

the'fulkytlme and attention of Edward and Henry.

s o
g
L A

&
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i In December notice that a number of "prominent farmers and
businessmen" from hearby\gndian Head had met to draw up a petition
to the North-West Territories Council requesting that the municipality
of "Fyfe" by'er'e’ctedmwas“gi"ven.12 There is ho indication thatrﬁdward

N . .
Partridge was then prominent enough or had sufficient time to parti-

cipate in this political orgahization, which represented the first
cosg s . \ . . .
such activities in the area after their arrival. Although the editor
‘ A :

of the gu'Appelle Vidette had called.for settlers near Indian Head to

"bestir themselves to secure representatgon in the North-West Council, nl3
these were hard times for Partridge and there is no 1nd1cat10n that he
bestlrred himself unduly. However, as he was always an omn1vorous
reader, he must surely have had his sense of western 1dent1ty sharpened
fby the predominant issue in the Territories at that tlme _ .
Later his brother Henry was ¢ertainly involved in this movement.
When the electlon of councillors for the new mun1c1pallty, finally named>
Indian Head was heiﬂ on 4 February, 1884, Henry Partridge was one of
. the numerous candidates who energetically contested the elect1on with
apparently more enthu51ast1c competitiveness than coherent polltlcal
goals. The edltor of the Vidette applauded the .formation. of the new

: N\
' munlclpa11ty, but ‘looked askance at "all the wire pulling and schem1ng

J

of the cand1dates to ca%eh\the different votes at the electlon last

Wednesday . . . "14

- The candidates, with one exception, claimed that they had
never before been in politics;\but the way the wires were
g pulled, and the 'phantom" stories i dulged in, one would have
i(j» expected to see John Kelly or SirJohn A. among them.15

There were fourteen nomlnatlons for the\\eve positions, and as the

AN
“ .

AN
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editor nofed, "the fight was hot." When the polling finished at five
o'clock that evening however, Henry Partridge had tied John Boland

-

for the lowest number of votes received by a winning councillor.

v

David Railton, soon to become brother-in-law to the Partridges when
he married their sister Anne, was among the more popular candidates.
A coalition of local political activists was thus formed at the very
earliest point in the area's history, ana the Partridge and Railton
familie's were to remain active and influential politically in the
early formation of’;armers' copperative asspciations as well as such
political organiiat%ons. Henry Partridge, always influential in his
: younger br;fher's life,'brobably aroused his interest in current poli-
tiéal jssués at this time, . o '“/
'The‘first major political confrontation in the ‘area of Indian
Head reVOIVed about the local division between MaJor William R. Be11'
large experlmental farm and the ‘homesteaders who led a more marglnal
existence. David Railtop and Hénry Partridge seem to have been among‘
those who led the fight againét the  "Bell faction." Their resentment
and frustration at ngl's virtual monopoly of local land and politi-
cal power was a\natural react1on as they- aligned themselves with the

\

smaller homesteaders whose problems they shared and more fully under- '

stqod;

Bel}?came west in 1881, and w;s the first .to purchasé a large
block of lén& in sohthern'Sasggtcheyani This farm consisted of sixty
thousand acres, andlwgs hailed as ﬁ%ﬁe liygést"farm of con;inﬁous land
in the worl&;“IG His plaﬁ for working the farm was to divide it into

~ ‘ . ‘ ) . ) ;
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two-hundred acre subdivisions, and to treat eac portion'”as a separ-
ate farm with separate outfits." Each of these| farms had its own
housefgnd stables. All were connected with a ¢ ntfal office by the
farm's telephone system. A liaison branch of fremen looked{after
blocks of these farms, mediatihg between the fa 's.central o%fipe

and the tenant farmers, helping to coordinate farm development, and

generally embodying a simple authoritafiag chain-of -command, doubtless

- congenial to Bell's military inclinations. An agricultural college

to be established on the farﬁ, to apply ne; technijues of land manage-
ment and to conduct research into the uses of new c PER Qas never
built. A Dr. Tanner, professor of agriculture, was td have been im-

- ported to lgnd maximum scientific credibility to the ex friment. The

é eyentual‘failufé ofthisgrandiose.plan seems symptomatic\Qf the general
bad luck of the farm, Aithough heavily capitaiized by a h;ig million

\

dollérs of British and Canadian cagital, and with SlSO,OOO.OOKwprth
of sig,per cent debentures issuedz the Bell compény never paid divi--
dends. Paradéxically, its-large size, obvious political connections{
and almost hubristic attack.on the land alienated the local farmers
while accomplishing little of immediate financial benefit.!”

Tﬁe large circular stone barn and house symbolized Bell's sup-
posed arrogant’ power. Before he could move onto his newly acquired
C.P.R. 'lands, squatters had as usual taken up residence. The court
cases to evict fhesekpowerless people had destroyed the farm's ‘image

: . )

before it was really well established. Also, the fact that Lieutenant-

Governbr,Edgar De@dney, reportedly involved in the syndicate which had

LY

4
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bought up the Hudson's Bay Company land reserves around the.pfojected
site of Regina for the purposes of speculation, was also president of
the Bell Farm Company, did little to enhance its popular acceptance
around Indian Wead and Sintaluta. Financial problems; bad weather,

fire, the Riel Rebellion's draining of manpower, all led to the com-

pany's liquidation '~ 1889, although Bell continued farming thirteen
| 18

thousand acres himself, until his\fagal bankrup;cy}in 1894,
The egztor of the Vidette, joining fhe'fight in 1885, noted
that, after the election of Indian ﬁead's first councillors, the "first
meeting is anxiguslyslooked férward to, as it is expected there'will
be some differences éf opinion regarding the granting of a bonué to
Major Bell, for a grist millrnow in course pf constructioﬁ." How-
ever, Qhen the municipal council met at the Commercial Hotgl for its
first meetiné,«its concerns were chiefly,administfative, dividing the‘
new mun1c1pa11ty into easternV;ﬁd western d1v151ons for assessment
purposes, app01nt1ng assessors and taking appllcatlons for collector.
Railton and Partridge are not mgnt1oned as hav1ng participated at all.
The anticipated political uproar thus quickly subsided.20 This was
doubtless Que*to the fact that the counciliors "all appear(éd) to bs'“
rather green."21 It remained for Edward to lead the fight against "big
interests'" later, but his observations of this early‘confrontétion |
shaped his attitudes in several ways. “
While the fight against Bell was being jbined qautiously‘by

his brother and friends (Railton, as municipal qpliector, having had

fhe satisfaction of seizing the Bell horses for non-payment of taxeszg),
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Edward busy homesteading and teaching, contented hlmself by wrltlng i

to the Vidette, denounC1ng monopoly in rather more general termsN Tn"w-f“

-March 1885 he wrote

. ¥
~ - : The poor unfortunate settlers in this.district ate bexng A -
ground down most unmerCqully All we receive for our wheat, »
no matter how good, is S0 cents per bushel . . . whilst we pay
for the best flour two and one-half cents, and for seconds. two

cehts, and three\guarters of a cent per 1b. for bran to give
our cattle. If this is not a monopoly, I wish to know what is -
it is putting on the screw too tight. The farmers ifi the North-
West seem to be altogether at the mercy of the millérs and grain
buyers. Have we no chance to escape_from such inposition! Is
there no hope for. the POOR SETTLER!?23

Already Partridge was placing local problems within a broader context,

combining financial detail with outraged rhetoric in sometimes jarring
A ' .
combinations. ‘ ¥

HOne-ﬁossible-réason that no printed attack wa§ made diregtly
upon the Eéll farm by Edward Partridge was his ineQitane ambivéilence
towérds the project. It wasMA grand experiment, along the %iﬁes of "
Cannington Manor, and.promis;&‘new_possibilitiqs within ; new country.
This Was'ah article of faith for Partridge and the hrrogéan large- °
' _ ' scale assault upon the land which offended so many of h1s fellow far- .
N mers would not have outraged young Edwafﬁ The systematic, authorj %i;
tarian and, above all, scientific and educational, approach taken :;\\~ .
o Bell would have struck him as pfogfessive Indeed, the farm's h1gh1y

‘g«x' ) structured central1zed organlzat1on bears much in common w1th Parggldge S

A 59

‘later utop1an plans for Coalsamao, his proposed western ration. ' ;

SR : T I

Edward Partridge continued.to live on his brother's farm, but



on 8 Janﬁery 1884 he made entry for his own land. In his %;rst year
heAsewed ten acres to ;he;t, b;t buiit no‘housee or fences;‘.By.Jﬁne
1885 he noted in a.statement concerning his claim to this land that "I
have not resided on my land but within two miles of it." He was teaching _
at Broadv1ew then and hav1ng d1ff1culty in’ meetlng his legal respon- '
sibilities as a homesteader. He noted that he had received permlss1qn
to live with his brother from the Minister of the Interior, and added
that "(if)hnot alread;fbroken I intend to have fifteen acres broken
this year." Finally, by way of explaining his initiel failure to build,
he offered what appears to be a ratﬁ revealin;‘explanetibn. "I have
not ‘built esI‘desife to put up e betiter house than I can at present
afford and I interpret‘the new act as no} requiring the house until the
expiration of the 3 years when residing within two miles."24 Actual
circumstances always appeared to 1nterfere with the houses Partrldge
wished to bu11d in his 1mag1nat10n, and anything less was unsatisfac-
tory. _Those who settled for the more practicalupossibilities often
found thls tra;t unnaturally v151onary,‘and when app11ed to his poli-

tical and social 1deals, frequently led to an. extreme utoplanlsm which
Y
\ .
1neV1tab1y a11enated his more pragmatlc associates.

v

- Partrldge contlnued to experlence d1ff1cu1t1es getting estg:\\-/)~v
» bllshed on his homestead through early 1884, and in July Thomas Swan,.,

the Homestead Inspector, reported that he had'met Edward in Wolseley
" on his way to take up residence on the clalm._ He»warned the young

settler that "you will require to comply more strictly with the Home-

stead law in the fﬁ;Ure" and added that "(if) you have'receive&
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spermission as you .state to reside within two miles of your homestead .

. you will of course be aware of what cultivation and improvements

<

you will require to make (Sic)vto fulfill the conditions of the
act."25 Such petty bureaucratic harassment surely i;ritated Partridge,
whose persohalify was volatile at the best ef times.

| Ihdeed;“it seems uncalled for, as he was struggliné to pursue
fwo uhdertakingé vital to the economic and soeiél life of the new
settlements. While he referred to his occupatioﬁ at this tiﬁe as that
of "Farmer § Sometimes Teacher," it was rathe£ the reverse which was
more eorreet.‘ In i8§5.he observed that "f‘ﬁold an Ontario teechers'
certificate but‘teaeh now only to obtain ready money-to‘get'a proper

26

" start as a farmer." As a well-educated additiom to the area, however,

Partridge was a man whose much-needed services as a teacher were always

~

©

" in demand. ‘”%
A;_eerly'as December 1880 Lieutena;t-GoVerner'David Laird,
recegnizing the need fp;-educational facilities in“the ferritories,
advieed fheiNotth-West Terrifories Council that he proposed to aid
schools supported by missions or voluntary contributions to the extent
of pay1ng half the teacher's salary where there was an average atten-
@ance_of fifteen pupils. The Min1ster of the ;nterlor felt that the
Council should_not impose direct taxation as there were no elected
. membeis on the‘Couﬁcil at the time. ,However, Laird iept to hiS';eci-
sion{\end a’ few schools were established Ehrougﬁout the territory in

this rather haphazard fashion.?z(;ln March 1883 the first such school

had been opened in Regina.28 'That summer, "two English ladies"

e



, established a boarding SChool in Broadview.29 In July the school
trustees were app01nted and they began searching for a teacher. 30
Ed&ard Partridge was then living on his brother's homestead thir- .
teex miles distant, and was persuaded to begin teaching at the
Boardview goarding school. He later recalled riding the distance to
the iittle school every morning,31 although he must have lived in
Boardview for some periods of time as well to avoid what was a rather
long ride. |
In that first yeer of teaching there were only twelve schools

iﬁ the entire Nbrth—West'Terrifories; with a total of just dver'three
hundred pupils. Edward Pa;tridée was thus one of the first teachers
in the Northwest. It was a career.he was to follow eneigetically for
the ‘remainder of the decade, and was to effect his views on his own
role in the political and social agitations with which he was later
assoeiated. ’ u

g After a short time teaching at Broadview Partridgevfelt that
he might begih his own“private school in theﬁerea._ Early in 1885’he
.retdrned.to‘fhe locality to assess thi;_possibildty. He recalled bor-
Towing enough artiélLS-of presentable clothing from his three brothers .
‘and a friend who wasnthen living with them "so that he would create
the necessary impression among strangers . . ." A h1gh1y colourful
and no dedbt eliéhtly exaggerated aceount*of this period, indicates
that.?hen he arri@ed in Broadview and had taken a room‘at the hotel
there, he wrofe to his brothers reqﬁestiﬂg‘thet his "linen"nbe'sedt

out in a heavy trunk '"to represent my credit." When the trunk arrived
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two men were required to carry it to his ‘room. However, when opened,

. it contained only a few books, a pa1r of stockings, and a number of

M

heavy stones. On an old duster was pinned a note advising 'Here's
“your linen!"_32

The aspirations of’the young teacher'were disappointed by
the lackzof students enrolling at his newly opened schooi{;howéver,
and while he remaingd in Broadview from NovemBEr;to April, the spring
‘brought the North-Weet Rebellion. .éartridge,/uer; discouraged by

the low enrollment, was soon to enlist in the Yorkton Company'Active

Militia when Major T. C. Watson arrived recruiting guards for an arms

‘shlpment to the York Colony. -~ .-

On 26 March 1885 Superlntendent L. N. F. Crozier inadvertently
initiated,the first skirmish in the North-West:Rebelliono When his

mounted police patrol was forced to retreatfﬁfter the half-hour en-

counter at Duck Lake, word quickly spread of Gabr1e1 Dumont's victory.
Thls almost 1nstant1y caused w1despread unea51ness, and often virtual
F_hysterla, throughout the terrltory One week,after the "Duck Lake
Vmassacre" the editor of the Qu'Appelle newspaper descrlbed the situa-

tlon in his area in thls way

The sole subject of concentration here is the Riel rebel-
lion . . . As imagined many false reports are flying about;
but, nevertheless, all agree that the rebellion is a very ser-
ious affair, and that our gallant volunteers will have some
hard fighting to do. Many of tgg farmers of this nelghborhood
_have taken their teams to Troy,>> tempted, no doubt, by the
" big pay, and it seems that if the rebellion lasts any length of
time that very little farmlng will be-done in our neighborhood.

He added that Major W. R. Bell had recently returned "from the 01d

Country" prepared for the coming fray, and that the Bell farm had sent

/
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out forty teamspas his initial cont;ibution to the cause.35 What was
not}notéd.wés the éﬁét fhat this was doﬁe fdf an eiorbitaﬁt ten dollars
per da} for each team.36 Obviously, the Rebellion was going to be

gqod for>business. Hénry ?artridge took the family team to Troy in

an effort‘to participate in the anticipated prospefity.'-A month later'
the‘Vidette noted that '"our farmers who have teams in the Transport
Servicg’were made happy . . . by receipt of their first month's pay.
Busine;s, in consequence, is rushing."37

R. D. ColquettpAwrites'that "when Riel went on the rampage . . .

(Partridge) joined the Yorkton rangers," and regrets that his "exploits"

were not recordéd.38 Such exploits, however, can be readily deduced -

from surviving accounts.

e

Edward Partridge spent the three months of actual armed resis-

tance in the Yorkton Company Active Militia, stationed at Yorkton, the

major settlement in the newly established York Colony, located roughiy

sixty mileS north of Broadview. This militig compéhy appears to héve
beep.raised in response to the constant pélitié&i pressure exerted'ﬁboh
thé Miniéter of-Militia aﬂdADefense b& the York Fafmers' Cblpni:ation
Company, which.dperated through H, Clark Wallace, M.P., to insist ﬁpon
militia protééfion for its property.39 Virfqally every community in
the Nort%—West (and even some'in.Ontario).suﬁmittéd similar.petitibns\
to Adolphe Caron, the Minister of Militia. Caron wiseiy referred most

of these to Major-General Frederick Middleton, the North-West Field

Force Commander. Middleton ignored most of these, "freating them only

as evidence of the craven panic he found so widespread;"éQ‘ However,
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in some cases, as with Yorkton, the minister apparently found the poli-
/ T~

tical pressure too persuasive to allow this procedure. Wallace's in-
sistence, therefore, led to the establishment of a local volunteer
militia company, to be commanded by Major T. Charles Watson.

Watson, a former British officer, was‘living in Ottawa when

the Rebellion broke out.41 He was a good party man "living in Canada

-

in straitened circumstances."? His services were acquired by an
arrangement between Caron and the York.Colonization Company in April,
and he and Sergeant-Major E. W. G. Gardiner, also "in urgent need of
a little income," were dispatchee bromptly to Yorkton.43,w4

Watson and Gardiner left Ottawa on 3 April. Ae the C.P.R.
had not'yet'been.built eround‘the North Shore, they fravelled through
Chicago, arriving in Winﬁipeg three days I;ter, There they purchased
one'huhdredraifles and{fi&e thousand rounds of ammunition, and imme-
diately togk'the railway west to Broadview.44 There_Watson and Gardiner
were force& to wait for their shlpment of amms. Wetson later reported
that "hav1ng ascertalned that the country to be traversed was in a very
"uneett;ed condition," he enlisted a number-of Broadview men ''as an
escort for ;ﬁe'arms and ammunition:;‘. ;"> He also swore in'the‘teems--
ters‘with the five teams sent from Yorkton for traﬁsport,_and pur;

. .

chased tents and prOV151on for the trek north. 45 . =

One of. Fhose recruits was Edward Partr1dge now rather dlS—‘
:pifited and seeking.an eSCape from the tedious.routine of-the boarding

Tschool. On 117 Apr11 he was among ‘those who volunteered to escort the

wagons north.-6 Partridge later wrote "I enlisted for active service
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in the Yorkton Light’lnfantry,"47 but his obvious desire for action .
" was thwarted by Middleton's views of the‘compapies such as that which
he had just joined. The generai's opinion of'the.voluﬁteer militia
companies, raised virtually.oﬁernight from totally untrained men in
response to phe most pecuniary loéal_initigtive, guafanteédvtﬁat
Partridge's company was:iept distant~fr9m the action experienced b)\/
the Batoche colﬁmn. |
Mid%leton later felt it necessary tolagknowlgége that his
campaign ''was remarkable as having been carried but Solely by colonial
militia; who had nevei seen a shot fired’i£ anger . . . " Thésé men
héd been "suddenl; called frb; fhe desk; the store, the plough" to

fight "a far distant ehemy, who bore the character of being wily

48

and brave, perfecﬁ-buﬁh fightersj and good shots." ~ This was cer-

tainly true, but it was well known that "his preference for British

e

'regulars' or at least for those who had seen imperial service, was
. v e

49

glaring and distasteful.” This was generally true of the older

companies and especially so for the overnight creations. Certainly

he felt utter contempt for the constant demands from each community

\

- for a militia company to seemingly prdtect each endangered cow. In

" his report to Parliament the following year he wrote

At first I was rendered .very uneasy, especially as it
. would have required at least 5000 men, and the same number
‘of arms, with ammunition to comply with their requests, but
' 1 -soon began to find out that, at this crisis, exaggeration
“was a "prairie peculiarity," and at last I named these stories
and reports "Nor'-Westers," and it came to be a joke in my
force about '"the General's horror of Nor'-Westers.'®"

' Thus it appears that the Yorktoﬁfmilitia was to be kept out of harm's

A



~

way, a political reSponse\tQ\i\Tor'-Wester. However, it was ulti-

mately to -prove more valuable,

 On 12 April the men were\IZZBEQ\g rifle and twenty rounds of
ammunitfon each. The ox-train then began\its nmorthward journey
Watson reported that the march was "tedlous, owi\g\to‘the condition
. of.the ground at that season of the year, and the well\known slow pace
of the oxen." During that f1rst day the wagons had to be Q\Iied through
heavy mud, but fourteen miles were covered nevertheless. Watson\eémged
just south of the Qu'Appelle River Valley, and‘"formed the uagons into
a_corral, and, having detailed a guard and posted sentries, we re-

>1 The next morning they ‘forded the river

mained there for the nlght "

at dawn, and/covered twenty-five niles before their next camp. The

train arrived at Yonkton on 15 April, 'after four-days of hard travel.
MaJor Watson first set up his headquarters at the town's stone

gr1st m111 -but soon saw its 1ndefensib111ty, overlooked by a wooded

bluff as it was. "I at once chose another spot, and pitohed tents on

. N . \ .
higher ground, in the open, placing arms and ammunition under a guard,

52

in the Land Office."
The following Saturday; 18'April "a great number of the set-
tlers came'into Yofkton." Watson adé;essed them, and at the conc usion

of his speech3'near1y‘forty enllsted The company then numbered f1 ty-

two, with the contlngent of Broadv1ew men’ 53 S , V‘ \

~ The f1rst task-Watson set his men was to bu1¥o "Fort Watson L

alded by the local settlers.. The land company donated three town lots,te

~and on theseryas dug a rectangulaf three-foot ditch in which logs were .
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placed uprlght creatzng an elght foot wall with four bast1ons, loop-
- holes for rifles and an outer- ditch six feet wide and four deegp. In-

' side d well wasﬁdug, a brick oven built, as well as two log houses for

the settlers' families,ha guard room and cook house.?4 "The men's

55

tents were pitched in lines at regular intervals, with streets between."

Sﬁch elaborate:defense measures kept the men busy, but proved to be

somewhat more than was required.
Only two encounters with local Creeﬁgevelopec. f'wo days after
the York Colonisﬁs mored into Yorkton, and before the “'fort' was well
begun, Little Bones' band left the Leach Lake ‘reserve and moved twenty
m11es north to camp in the L1tt1e Whlte Sand Valley oppos1te the mfil-
tia camp. Watson had been not1f1ed by Lt. -Governor Dewdney that the |

. /
‘and pork whlch were accepted Short y thereafter they returned to de—‘

t
mand more . Watson reported that he "p051t1ve1y declined, and told

band posed no threat. He therefore\;ffered them gifts of tobacco, tea

them they could not expect a repet1t1on qf such favors, and that their

56 K
proper place was on their reserve. " \\A °

After thls\rather high-handed speech the Indians decamped for

ce

the north and began\raldlng the isolated SCOttlSh settlers along the

N\,

Pelly trail. .On 26 Ap 11 Watson took almost h1s ent1re force,on a
forced dawn march flftee m11es northwest to Cussed Creek, where
»L1tt1e Bones was camped with a large band from the File Hills reserve

.oon the1r way to Duck Lake. 7. The m111t1amen,-1nc1ud1ng Partrldge,-

2

surrounded the camp, wh11e Gardinar loudly read to the startled Indians

N

Dewdney's proclamatlon_orderlng\them back onto their reserve and

i ! \\

S - N
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threatening that they would otherwise be 'treated as Repels."58

Watson later claimed that it was the "cool and determined action of

\ —

Drill Instructor Gardiner" which averted this potentially violent

confrontation..59 What actually occured was that§§wo settlers60 en-

tered the camp and promised the Cree provisiong}frqm Jéel Reaman's

store in Yorkton.61 *

i
H

E By June the threat had obviously passed and Watspnvand.Gaxdiner'

) . .

were ordered back to Ottawa. They also were ordered to take with them

the arms and amﬁunipiop, leaving the recently threatened York Colony

without protection. Watson dismissed his men at Fort Watson on 8 June. 2

They may have spent a brief period at Moose Mountain,63 but were back

. . J .
in Broadview on 17 June and réleased(from service there.64

N ‘ _ '

T'Befﬁre pey had left Yorkton, however, one last problem had

‘arisen. When Watson left so precipitately, taking the arms with him,

James Armstrong, the land cdmpany's-first managing direcfor, and Joel
S > . ; ‘

Reaman wrote to Wallace protesting their removal. The Scottish set-
f{grs along the Pelly trail especially feared renewed hostiljties.

" Armstrong warned of a possible massacre. Watson himself felt that

-

the arms should have remained, but the Ottawa government insisted

they be redalled.':There was mugh anger among the settlers and militia

volunteers girected'at this order.
“The éoloﬁizationicdmpanigs were an intégral part of Maédﬁnaldus

‘nafépngl policy; and were also dgsigned to build a Copservaﬁive péli-‘

:'tical fdilowing in the west. Furfhermére, most, of tHéVYork Colonists

were Protestant Ontarians, and ofte angemen. They were therefore




already strong Conservative supporters, although Armstrong and Reaman
‘were striving to build a stronger Conservativ \following for Macdonald's
party and colonization plans. However, this wi ei:read support and

sympathy was all but lost through this one blunder\ Thomas White, the

new Minifter of the Interior, wa; sent to the York Colony several
months later, and was able to bring the d1saffected settlers back 1nto
the Conservative fold but Partridge had left by that time, and his
perceptlons of th;s incident doubt&ess remained for him one further in-
stance, and a rather blatant one, of Ottawa's insensitivity to the:

" realities of western life.

Partridge's experiences during the North:West Rebelllon satis-
f1ed his wishes for adventure ‘More practically, of course, the pay
and food were almost equally attractive, 67 He received fifty cents
for each day 5pent W1th the m111t1ajanra.total of thlrty -four dollars -
‘for h1$ entlre period of service. 63 Beyond what was then a substantial
cash return, the'federal.government'allowed this time to apply on the
term set for homestead.duties before he could come into pessession of
his land' thus crrcumventing for awhile the irascible-Thomas Suan
Also, the follow1ng January, he was issued 320 acres of bounty land as

-

a volunteer m111t1aman "act1ve1y . e bear1ng arms in the supréssion

169

" of the Indian and Half-Breed outbreak .. When he took poeses-

‘s1on of this land at Katepwe on 17 July 1886 70 ~ claim to his land was

finally secure, and 1t was from this farm that he conducted hls ‘affairs

for virtually the remarnder of his life. B
B - .. - ' \ Z
More importantly, his involvement in the Yorkton Militia had

o - ST v .

\
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an early influence opon his nascent political ideas. Exposure to the
demands and ideals of the first militant western separatist surely
caused Partridge to speculate upon the possibilities of such a develop-
ment. This was eoubtless the germinal influence set{ing in process a
long train of thought which utlimate1x1ied to his own vision of a
western nation forty years later, after the memories of the earlier
"half-breed" progenitor had been allowed to subside in most western
minds. His observatlon of the York Colony would have reinforced large
scale, highly reglmented developments for harvesting the western'
 prairies as the model for his own conceptions. His sense of western
identity would have been sharpened'considerably By\Middleton's and Watson's
__Obvious antipathy toward the farmers with whom he had‘served. In
Partridge's pure, primitive democratic ideal these were to be the basis
for future western development, but’ had apparently been looked down
upon by the officers from the east who had led them. Finally, the :
incompetent manner in Wthh the York Colonlsts were treated at the end
of the host1l1t1es by a dlstant Ottawa- government not aware of local
condltlons added,to.hls incipient sense of grievance.

v ’ ' g
" & o

A;oiographer writes that after his'militiéiexperiences, Edward
Partrld&e "returned to his farm to devote full t1me to 1ts development
for the next f1fteen years n’1 In fact he contlnded to teach more,
serlously than before the rebe111on. During thls period he pursued

<

hlS career s1ng1eminded1y, although the beglnnlng of political unrest.

-t
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and COOperatlve activities began to occupy his neighbors. Indeed, his

farm was "Sbt flourishing," and. this may have induced him to pursue his

s . ; i o
avocation as an alternate source of income. 2 Most of the farm work

seems to have fallen to his brothers, while he taught ‘and worked on

< . [ o ' . .
neighboring -farms to raise the cash needed for the various family en-

,terprises.73 In 1888 Edward was to marry Mary Stephens, a young woman

from Baltarres. She was twenty at the time, seven years younger thaﬂ
her husband.74 Their first son was born the follow1ng year, 8ﬂd1ng

responsibilities to the young famlly. Partr1dge, however, ended his

S
teaching career in 1889,

>

. / ) "’
'ﬁ/gartridge had ‘acquired an Ontario teachers' certificate before
L . .

75 There is no evidence to support the supposi-

, L
moving wést in 1883,
tion tﬁag‘young Edward attended Normal School, however. His name does
not appear on the training or éntrance registers for the Ontario Normal
sthools; in the indices of certificates issued to teachers, nor in the
subscription ‘books or pay lists for the appropriaté periods.ﬂ It is ﬁ
thgrefore)unlike;y that he thught for a very long period of time in
Ontario althéugh in the eﬁrlyUISOO's attending high ;chooi to the end
" of grade eleven and writing examinationsf,og,even'a year's atteﬁdance ,

at high school, would hgve qualified him for non-professional certi-

a
»

fication in that prov1nce. o o | .>~ -
In June 1885 Partr1dge returned to his land "and built hls own

ﬁshaniy," a mere ten by twelve;feet. This small bu11d1ng wasahls first

home: Héﬁe&er, he continued to °spend much of his iime at theladjoining

/family farm until his marriage. 'He'al§OHbu11t a small stable nineteen .

- L
¢
“
ALY
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by twenty feet. T8 the ten acres broken before the rebellion he added

o

e1ghteen but of these twenty -eight only eleven were cultivated. No

fenc1ng was done that year, 76 Thus h1s farming seems to have been done

"malnly'to prove up and estab11sh claim to the lands acquired before h1s

.

bounty lands, espec1a11y when it is considered that no further building
was done unt11 1891 77 and this work was often done by his brothers.
Partr1dge later told Hopklns Mporhouse that the five years follow1ng
his.return from Yorkton were ''years .of contlnuous struggle " Although
they were characterized by "thriving crops" fo e fam11y, the price

LY

‘,Of wheat fluctuated between thirty and- forty cents per bushel 78 The
first resentment aga1nst“1he marketing system must have begun to fester
in thedstrugglxng young farmer's mind during these years, especially

as he endeavored to support his wife and son after 1889 with no teaching
»“salary upon. which he could depend. Nevertheless; he was not drawn into
‘organized protest untillSQb;and not in an} influential capacity until

a

1901.

2

The North—West Terrltorfes Board of Educatlon.Reports for this
'per1od indicates that Edward spent v1rtua11y all\ the period from 1885

to 1889 building a teaching career. Both Henry and Edward taught 1n
Western Assiniboia after-1886, In that year Henry received'a provil
51ona1 cert1f1cate and began tea;;}ﬁg at Spring Coulee.. Edward mored :

" to Katepwe on .the Fishing Lakes, about f1fteen m11es northwest of. his
farm. There he was the first teacher in the Bonnycastle school dls-..'@
trict. He'tagéht thirty-two students.that‘year, a high percentage of

whom actualiy attended his classes.79 Bothcbrothersbwere successful,

b o
0. =
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School Inspector Thomas_Groye_r80 finding Henry's first teaching efforts
"very encouraging" and Edward's '"highly satisfactory‘."81 .Grover‘added
in his report that infa few cases he "found good teachers who had no

previous experience, but were gifted with a natural aptitude for

teaching."82 These comments obviously,applyhto the Partridge brothers, °

who, received the most favourable of his comments in that year. Adding
that seVe(Ei\s:hools in the new district already compared favourably
w1th ""'some town- and rural schools in the older pIOV1nces,ﬂ he concluded;’

that this was 'not in the least surprls1ng when we con51der the enter- |

pr151ng and 1nte111gent sp1r1t of the people who have made homes in

These comments suggest the. contaglous ploneerlng sp1r1t of the
time which so effect1ve1y an1m%fed Partridge throughout his life. He
and Grover. shared the1r enthusiasm for this early educatlonal work,

and Partridge would sometimes visit him in Reglna. For example, during

the Christmas break in 1888'he spent some of his vacation in the capital

. 84 - ., .
as a guest in Grover s home, He was to remain a close and influen-

tial frlend throughout the younger man's- teachlng years, and apparently

Iwa“godfather to. Edward's first son, Charles Grover. The older man
"felt that "There is no factor. %n the nat10na1 greatness of a country

’ of more 1mportance that its Pub11c Schools, no more powerful lever to

hs

- turn the tide of em1grat10n C. It was an 1dea1 in which Partrldge

always believed, and towards which he'always worked in one_capacity or

3
A

Shortly after,having_visited:withtGrover, Partridge was back in

%

~

the 'Lone Land', in whose vocabulary “there 1s no such word as 'fa11ure' n83



35

|

kegina once more. HeAsat for what=were considered rather grueling
three-day departmental examinations from 11 to 13 January. These
tests wereuconcentrated within this period "in order to reduce
(the' candidates') travelling expenses to as small a figure as possible;"
Nevertheless, it added greatly to the pressure upon the aspiring can-
.didates.
; The teachers' examination prepared by the Rev. Dav1d Lewis

for that year, when the Partrldge brothers along with several other
candldates %et to be tested, fell into elght sections. (There wereea
: battery of questlons on those areas similarly covered in the corres-
pondlng Ontario examinations. ) These areas were Eng11sh literature

and comp051t10n physiology and hyglene arithmetic, geography, Euc11d
grammer, algebra and history. In the fact sect1on, Partrldge was asked
simply, "What is meant by English literature?" and instructed to writevf

a short essay‘on'either of the:two'perennial_such topics for’that.period;

either "North west Winter" or "North West Summer." 'As an exercise in -
"phy51ology and hyglene" he was requ1red to expla1n why '""human be1ngs
and dumb animals die if they are shut up in a room where no fresh air
can come 1n?" and to descrlbe "a11 you know about the way in wh1ch a

. d1nner of sol1d food - beef and potatoes - is d1gested and turned into
good blood." There followed simple exercises in finding squaré¢ and cube
) roots, f1nd1ng averages, exp1a1n1ng terms such ‘as "equator", namlng the

T

pr1nc1pal mountain ranges of Asia, and 1dent1fy1ng the klngdoms-ln the

v

Saxon Heptarehy.s7
B Both.Henrydand Edward passed handily, Henry:receiving his third

C

86

-
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class cert1f1cate and Edward hlS second class non profess1ona1 certi-
ficate.88 Edward had used his Ontario certificate to obtain a second—
class standing, with two personal endorsements by the Inspector of
Schools. This"newly acquired certificate was ordinarily to be used
for only one- year, after which probatlon if receiving the approval
of the Western A551n1b01a Protestant Sectlon, jt would be exchanged

for a second-class professional certificate, to be used for an addi-

tional probationary year..89 However, after teaching at Bonnycastle for

apyear, Edward was back in Regina the following January to write his
first-class professional examlnations ‘While teaching a large class

from November 1886 to- ‘March ‘1887, and a smaller class of twenty- f1ve

during the 1887 summer period, 90 Partridge had also studied’ rlgorously

‘in preparation for_the upconing tests.91 This demanding ekerciseiwas
apparently successful. -In 1888 Henry received his second-class certi-
f1cate, ‘and Edward hlS first- class profe551ona1 certification, e11-.

|

m1nat1ng his probat1onary year through the excellence of his standing.

fHe was the only candidate to receive thls standing that year, and was
the first person to receive a flrst-class_certlflcate under_the new

_ Board of Educatlon in the North West Terrltories.gs

His. examlners, when he sat for the test that W1nter, were the
hdL——“REV“'A B. tBaird the Edmonton Inspector, and the Rev. D. Groton._ Hls

-old frlend Grover sat on his English 11terature, ar1thmet1c and his-

tory~exam1nat10ns. Generally ‘the ‘questions were ‘much more difficult

- that, those of the prev1ous year, and the grading cr1ter1a more rigoT-

" ous. - Once.agaln the quest1ons were doubtless d1ff1cult in their unexpected .

4+
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eccentricity. Partrxdgeswas expected to ”wr1te a.note on Shylock as
‘a typical Jew " name the author of the now correctly spelled Complete
Angler, identify classical quotations (such as "England became the
people of a book, and that book was the Bible. "), and solve a series
of rather tricky algebraic problems.94
At about this time the Board of Education session in Regina
decided that teachers would have to achieve fifty fer}hent accuracy
on each subject,section and seventy per cent of the whole test to
acquire first-class professional certification, but Partridge appar-,
dently 'scored much - h1gher than thls.95
Whlle cont1nu1ng to teach, Henry Partrldge had re-entered .
local p011t1cs A year ear11er he had been nearly elected chairman
of the Indian Head Mun1C1pa1 Counc11 He lost to W1111am ‘Broley, but
was appo1nted to the spec1a1 commlttee of three to appoint stand1ng
comm1ttees, and became a member of the Educatlon Health and Charity
Commlttee as well as the Finance, Assessment and Safety Commlttee.96
‘This successful re- entry into civic politics was to draw h1m gradually
away from. hlS teach1ng and toward an eventual mag1stracy in Sintaluta,.
In thlS capac1ty his career and his brother s would coincide once more
at the spectacular S1nta1uta trial fifteen years later. However from
this time onward their 11ves, which had previously been almost paral-
——n—~—}e1‘1n thelr courses, were to take increasingly divergent paths.
Henry contlnued to teach at Sprlng Coulee until 1890, when
he recelved his flrst class profe551onal standsng. 7 In 1891 he

moved from the smaller Sintaluta school to Summerh'ill.98 As well as
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‘teaehing, Henry Partridge, as an oriéinal member of the Indian Head
lMﬁnieipaigcddncil; continued to erert'his in%lnénce there,‘as Secre;

tary of the Agricultural Society, secretary of the loeal Grain Growers'
Associatiqn and iater as a direttor of the SrG.G.A., a farmers' dele-

gate to Ottawa during the free-trade controversy of 1910, and as a l,-
magistrate he‘rose briefly to natiqnal prominence during the Sintaluta

court case ,against the C.P.R., where-his rather unsqrprising decision

for the T.G.G.A. was taken as a triumph for the»grain growers' more-

ment . In.general he remained an "active member of erery social ser- .
‘vice and reform movement the community knew."gg During‘the three de-

_cades during which Henry'and Edward Partridge lived in the.Canadian

west, their interests were thus clearly very 51m11ar, yet Henry seemed |

-

content to remain active at the local level for most of his life, where-

as Edward was soon to find himself an actor on a'wider stage,

For several years, however, he continued teaching, first at.

- Bonnycaétie ‘where he was the”first‘teacher in-the newly erected’dis-

o tr1ct from 1885 unt11 the summer of 1887 whern he transferred to the

' Maple Green school 100;He was replaced during the winter term of S

- 1888 when he returned to Bonnycastle 101 Here he apparently met Mary
Stephens, who 11ved nereby at Balsarrea%/andfmarried her in 1§§8. fwo

"%f her~51sters were teachers in Ploneer‘and Regina'durjng this. period,

.-and Edward may have met Mary through them." d

In 1888 Edward earned f1fty two dollars for his summer teachlng

_ That as, ‘he was one of the most hlgly pa1d teachers in the terr1tory

102

'Durlng the follow1ng year he made slzghtly over $145. 00 As he was_



in many ways at the top of his profe551on then, it is puzzl1ng that he
left teachlng in June 1889 and does not appear to have taught aga1n

His ratings in Inspectors reports were 1nvar1ab1y*very good. By

1887 he was drawing several hundred ucllars each year to the school

in which he taught ‘through grants for his high rortification high
cap1tat1on‘grants for consistent attendancc and other reasons. He
could thus have remained very successful as a teacher any time after

1887, and this would have heen even more expected in light of his re-

‘cently assumed familial'responsibilities. However, he may have wished

to return to the farm to be near his new family at this time.

A more 11ke1y explanation, in keeplng w1th hls later pattern

T T \

of behaV1or, is that he probably felt that the educational system was
no longer in its pioneer1ng stages and that access to the newly pro-

liferating’ admlnlstratlve p051t10ns were blocked to him. In 1888

' Wester? A551n1b01a D1str1ct had thlrty—elght schools open and employed

s

placed by T. R.'Patillo,lM.A., as the act1ng 1nspector.

103

fo}ﬂJetwo teachers 1nstruct1ng well over a thousand students. Union

chools were be1ng introduced into the/system, 1nc1ud1ng normal schools

QQ////%e’//jnstruct1ng courses in "The Hrstory, Science and Art of Educat1on v

"School Law," "Methodologylﬂ/(School 0rgan12at1on and Management" and

A numerous 51m1lar cou/;es felt necessary to upgrade the quallflcat1ons

of a rap1d1y expanding teaching staff, All pr1nc1pals after 1889 had
to be a graduate of "some Un1ver51ty 1n_Her MaJesty s Dom1n10ns AR

The 1nt1mate relatlonshlp between p1oneer teachers and 1nspector had

ended at th1s t1me asiwell.- In 1890 his friend Thomas Grover was re- X

105

104



These developmenfs doubtless.signalied ehe change to a more
hlghly educated and technlcally or1ented adm1n15trat1ve h1erarchy for
.Partrldge, and fee11ng allenated from the growing ed cat1ona1 bureau-
cracy, he made the effOrt to become a self-sufficie:& farmer in the
next decade. He could scarcely afford the time or money to obtain a
university degree as preparation for the'pesition of principal, and as
a chronically ambitious and impatient¢mah,'he:turned away from the ’
areas for advancement now apparently clesed to him.

All the brief biogfaphies of Partridge uhderestimate the ex-
tent and influence of his periqu;? professional teaching. _Ohe indi-
cates that he "taught brlefly at Broadv1ew n106 MoorhoUse'mehtions
only the br1ef Broadv1ew years,107-whi1e even W. L.‘Morton overlooks
‘1the 51gn1f1cance of this period almost entirely.108, In fact, the re-

' Cords‘indicate that Partridge taught seriously for:dve&‘a decade, be-
g1nn1ng in Ontarlo and cont1nu1ng in A551n1b01a. He strenﬁoasly pur;
sued excellence and profe551onal advancement in this area, and seems
to have' seen_hlmself prlmarldy ‘as an educator,throughout the remainder
‘of hisv}ife aS'aJresulf 6f_the;e;formatiVe years; This pre&iousiy

’ ignofed decade therefore is of craciaf‘ihportaneeﬁin undefstandihg
;Partr1dge s later career, and prov1des a perspect1ve from wh1ch to
more fully understand the frequeni:reJectlons of apparent success and

" security wh1ch marked these years. As hls role as educator were sub-
verted by'the grow1ng bureaucratlsatlon of the movements he had helped

.create, he repeatedly reJected the new adm1n1strat1ve dutles thrust

- upon h1m, preferrlng to f1nd another platform for h1s views. After
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1901 he saw himself as sinply teaching a much laréer class, and this

aspect of his contribution to western agrarian organization is now

being more fully acknowledged. -For example, fhe Saskatchewan Agri-
cultural Hall of Fame citation notes that he."creeted the attitudes

that led to the organization of the Prairie Wheat Peols."lo9

In June 1889 Edward's'father, John-Thomas Pa' idge, his

step-mother and fifteen brothers ‘and sisters moved west to ke up

residence on their new homestead.' This became the focal point fo
a growing family farm'community as the Partridée children'greu_to
maturity and moved onto adfoiningrlands during the following decade;
much in thebmanner accomplished two generations earlier in Oro Town--
ship; During the first }ear the f;$ily brohe sixty-fbur acres. In
the next year these were cultivated and forty—four more broken. By

1892 almost one hundred and th1rty acres were under cultlvatlon, a

small herd of cattle were prospering, and a large, riib11ng log

-house had been built by the older Partridge sons to house their

father's famil ly. 11@ It was constructed from logs cut and hauled from

“the Sprlng Coulee area.

Edward Spent much of thlS time helplng the older man get.

vestabllshed on his land. Still periodically visited by the homesteed

'1nspector, he found it necessary to.explain. the lack of aet1v1ty on

his own farm during these years by noting his absence at Katepwe

'teaching and his long periods working-for his father. ,Nevertheless,'
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'nnen a prairie fire burned his original house and stables in 1891,
therfamilyuhelped.him build-the bigger house he-had wished for~during//>’
the previous years when he had been too bnsy to build. He moved into.
this iarge frame house in 1891 and worked to improve his land,

building up a small herd from his father's stock, and acqu1r1ng a

team of horses as draft anlmals 115, In 1890 his sister Anne had mar-

ried David stult.on,| "the flrst farmer in the area to import a carload

of horses to replace the slower oxen for'plowing, and he bought the

horses from Railton. 112

B During his teachlng years Partr1dge had travelled about fre- -

quently, taking in pub11c events and lectures As an example, in
“ !
1888 he was mentloned as being among a number of arrlvalc a! the

Qu'Appelle Valley Hotel, some of vhom apparently came SCAth 'o hear

John: Nixon read his paper on "Farmers and Farming in the Northwest"

) before the Indian Head Business Association. 113 Such activities seem
e

to have stopped almost entlrely in 1889, as Partrldge turned inward
toward his fam1f§ and relatlons, and for ten years became what "he had

or1g1na11y 1ntended a farmer..

'

/’ _ In May 1886 -the Ind1an Head Masonic Lodge was establlshed and

Partridge 301ned, attending regularly. 114 He rema1ned a member~through—

“;out_his life and was buried in.a Masonic ceremony in 1931.

Dnring the 1890'5;'Pant}idge attempted to farm, but these'years

- cuiminated-avperioe of severe hail danage, drought, uneven grading
practices and élevator m6n0poiy for the farmers in Assiniboia;115
consequently he found tnis.increasingly difficult.' Thernent'organized_

-

and
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)
response to these conditions was the introduction of a mid—western
_American movement into.Ontario.in 1889 and Manitoba two years later. )
The Patrons of Industry f11tered west in the ensuing years, demand1ng
economlc'reform, 51mp11f1cation of.laws, tariff reform to the farmers'
benefit and abolition of the ‘Senate. It entered‘noisily but ineffec-
tually into the 1891 electlon, and by 1896, w1th the additional issues
of western exploitation and separate schools,’ they mounted a campaign
in the west.116 u . o

o | The most influential western Petron«was undoubtedly James
Moffat Douglas, a Presbytérian miniSter who had turned'to poldtics
and was to become "the first voice to be raised in (the House of .
Commons) urging reforms in the gra1n trade "11 Throughout May 1896

Douglas "visited about every town along the line of C.?.R. érganizing .

good working cc.mittees at each point . &' Among these were Indian

‘ Head, Qu'Appelle and Fort Qu'Appelle. There he found that "the good

cause hed made far greater progress . . . than had been supposed" and

noted that active committeesdhad'been formed and the work: of organiza-

~ tionwas well advanced. In Smtaluta he found the "battle cry" to be

118

"Nat1ona1 Schools and No Coerc1on."

In May'Douglas circulated‘his‘elevén;point platform_to'his‘

ﬁ prospective constituents. This.document is interesting in that many ‘&

of these points exactly parallel several essent1a1 ideas which com-

N prlsed Partridge's polltlcal philosophy a full decade later Indeed

i
the elghth p01nt is v1rtua11y a verbatlm rendering of one key element

'1n what came to be called the Partrldge Plan. Douglas called for



The government control and supervision of all our commer-
cial highways on either land or water. All our methods of
transit and the price thereof must be in the power and under
.the supervision of the government, with view to conserve the

- interests of all citizens. All subsidized lines of railway

- or steamship companies must make Canadian interests their
first and chief care, and minimum rates extended to our people
"as an equivalent for subsidies received.l '

* He also called for legiélation’"against all mbnopolies and combines who
have under the present administration unduyg increased thevprice of
ball"necgssaries fér the farmer . . .h‘ He called for free trade with
Britain as well, and reciprocal trade with other tradipg nations.

"No more discrimination égainst the Mother Country." This rheforic

would be echoed precisely by:Pgrtridgé in 1910 and 1911. Douglas
called for a non-partisan front of disaffected’party,suprIters to
"unite'by inaugurating a new condition of things that shall emancipate
agriculture from the dominion of the combine . . ." Such a non-par-
tisan approach was basic to Partridge's philosophy. It was taken up
actively'about'lgli, and probably reinforced an .early disaffiliation
ffom the national pdli;ical parties. Douglas' non—parfisan alignment
was based on regional self interest.
 Since my first acquaintance with this country in 1883 I

have held strong convictions, that in view of our position

geographically and commércially we could not afford to in<

dulge-largely in. the Strife of party politics, but that it

" would require the united wisdom and strength of" all parties . .

: His call fot_female'sufffage, and  universal male suffrage (one man,
. 120

one vote) in response to recent inequitable Conservative legislation,
also would have appealed‘to_Partridgé's.democratic spirit, as would

the Patrons' additional support for the idea that "the representatives
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'l

of agricultural constituencies shall be farmers . . 1?1

It can be seen that many- of the 1deais ba51c to Partrldge s‘
later pol1t1cal phllosoph; apparently had their gene51s in the popullst
demands wh1ch were W1de1y dlscussed in his area durlng the Douglas
campa1gn. Whlle.there is no evidence that Partridge was actually a
member of a Patrons committee, he later ihdicafed to Moorhousé his
early affiliation Wigh the moverqent.122 It i$ known that five.months

‘after the federal election he was certalnly involved in the popullst
upsurge. On 23 November 1896 he was secretary of the mass meetlng held
at Forﬁ Qu'Appelle fqr the purpose of selecting a candidate for the
North-West Assemblyl This meeting had been called '"at the request
Qf/a‘number bf free electors" who eibressed‘the wish that the public
should have some yoice in th?‘naming';f céndidates; "The majoriiy of
those pré;ent were only intent on having a farmer - the choice of a «

mass meeting of farmers - to run as their candidate."123

| After this first entry into the political arena, Partridge

. . . . >
‘withdrew completely from public affairs until his sudden rise to pro- -

minence five years later with the organization of the Territorial

Grain Growers' Association.- i,



Chapter Three:
- FIRST STEPS 1896-1901

The process by which Edward‘Partridge became directly‘inmolved
with the growing agrarian discontent in the Northest Territories is
not clear Ralph Hediin‘observes that he ''showed little evidence of
ﬁﬁthe fight and fury that was to come" following his sudden wrathful |
descent-upon the Winnipeg Grain Exchange in 1904.1' George Edwards
later recalled’that ?artridge "becamelgdentified w;th the incipient
farm movement from the beginning as he, in common with all,other set-

tlers, had to put up with the injustice and abuJES in connection with

PR

marketing of their grain."2 This observation is'hndoubtedly accurate,
and would at f1rst tend to illustrate S. M. Lipset's contentlon thai~
the "development of ecanomlc class conSC1ousness on the éenedlan
prairies dates from the flrst large-scale settlement at the turn of
the~century."3 However, a closer examination of the hfggory of agra-
rien’radicelism indicates that Partridge‘more probably exemplified
the convemgence of numerous tendencies inherent in social and politi-
- ¢al developments emerging throughout the Canadian west for two decades
prior to the commencement of his own pUbllc career.

The immediate ideological and.organ;zationalvantecedents of '
earlx tWentleth century grain growers' associations have been 1dent1-

fied. as the Man1toba and North-West Farmers' Union and. later, the

Man1toba and North-West,Farmers' Cooperatzve ;and Protectwe'umon.4

46
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Alberta and Saskatchewan Acts.
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. . . . '/’
~. . : . {

During the eariy 1880's widespreXd agrarian discontent existed along .

the Manltcba and North-West Territorial farmlng frontiers in response

toa complex range of 1nterrelated C1rcumstances whlch 1nc1uded var-

/
iable cllmate, distant markets, and dependenCe upon the wheat economy‘%

In 1878.the newly re-elected Conservative Tovermment in OttaWa had
K i ' 5 . A e ' . .
announced its National ‘Policy, and when its tariff measures were im-

~
i -

plemented in 1879, it gave western farmers a focus for thelr 1ncrea51ng

 discontent. This became partlcularly acute w1th the decl1n1ng ecomo-

£
mic fortunes of the reg1on following the end of the ManIEoba ‘boom 1h\-'

March 1882 6 A severe depre551on which was felt especlally 1n Man1- -

toba's emergent economy, prepared fertile grohnd for thq\flrst,popular

agrarlan uprlslng in western Canada It was thése developments that .-

focused political antipathy upon the Nat1ona1 Pol1cy, and created a

°

unlquely evocatlve symbol of western economlc d1sedvantages As Carl
5
Berger notes, it remalned a powerful symbol four decades later.

The protectlve tar:ff of 1878 OCCUpled the same prominence
in the Canadian, progressive mind as did the 'great crime' of.
1876 - the demonitization of silver - in American populism.

It symbolized the dominance. of_the -'vested interest' over the
productive classes in society. ' , c

This monol1th1c reglonal Tesponse was augmented by the¢ fact
thatbefore 1896 non-partlsan politics were normal in the North-West

Territories at the local leyel. THis situa;ien prevailed until 1905,

K

when‘thgischools question emerged following‘tne unveiling of the

£ “a

There was little dispute about the Terrltorles goals and
a general conviction that, in dealing w1gﬁ Ottawa, these goals
‘could be achieved more qulckly and complétely if mémbers of
the (Legislative) Assembly spoke.with a s;ngle vo1ce. On

o lh
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: 7o
- local matters some dlstlnctlon was made between.. ''"government'

and "opposition' members, but it was neither rigid nor enduring.
: , , ;

.Agrarian protest was ultimatelyudependent upon the success or
. failure of crops in western‘Canada. As the bumper crops and subsequent’
"blockade" in 1901 led "to the establishment of-the Territorial Grain R
u Growers' Assoc1at10n in Assiniboia, so d1d a sharp frost on the night ~

of 7 Septemher 1883 lead to 1ts‘Manitoban prqgecessors 9 The damaged
o4 N .
crop brought as little. ?s f1fteen cents per bushel. In Tesponse

Charles Stewart, "a graduate of Cambrldge Unlver51ty and a none.too

- '.succes'sful.farmer,"10 andtcerta1n1y a man with whom Partrldge could

identify, wrote to thé/BrandonSuncalling for a convention in that

e
c1ty where reg10na1 grlevances could be a1red Supported by a loéal

'bus1ness commun1ty recently weakened by the dec11n1ng economy, ‘a conven-

e

' ui :  tion was held 26 November 1883'in the Brandon City Hall tq.form the

s
Bl

Manitoba and-North-West Farmers' ﬂhion. Thi4 was an organlzatlon "dom1-

4

, nated by merchants and profe551ona1 men'" which carrled on the terri-

torial tradltlon of- "extra par11amentary p011t1ca1 agitation. "11 At

)

the W1nn1peg convent1on Stewart estranged his follow1ng.by calllnélfor

the separatlon of Manltoba the North-West Terr1tor1es and Brltlsh
. e
Columbla.l Thls early version of Partr1dge s Coalsamao so alarmed

1

. the convent1on that’ it qu1ck1y fell under the control of the Manitoba e

.nghts League, a leeral bUSlnessmen s orgamzatlon.12 k _ y/,/'
. -
_+ Such; L1bera1 organ1zat10ns as the W1nn1peg Reform Assoc1at10n

attqnﬁted to co-Opt the 1eadersh1p role of legitimate farmers' organlza-.

“tions. One circular letter widely distributed proclaimed thatd"The B
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\ it

~only hope the people of the Province can reasonably have for the remo- ..

val or modificaﬁion of the oppressive tariff that grinds the farmers
is in the accession to power of the Liberal party.'" It continued by
supporting the concept of "self-government" and "'self-management"

of resources.

The leaders of the Liberal Party in the Dominion have given

evidence ,by their pub11c utterances both in and out of Parlia- /
ment that they warmly sympathize with the settlers of Manitoba . /
in their demand that the Province shall enjoy equal rights with /
the other Provinces under Confederation and in their complaint . G

against the mis-government that has ‘burdened so unfalrly the 3
struggling ‘of this country.

The Winnipeg Convention nevertheless passed a Declaration of .

Rights before succumbing to the wEakness inherent in its bipolar or-

~ .

' demanded changes in the Municipal Act allowing local counc1ls to build

’

ganization, divided as it was between business and farm interests.

t
This was)"theﬁfirst Western Canadian agrarian'blatform."14, It called

for provincial rights to charter‘railways and control Crown Land, and

U

' graln elevatbrs, warehouses and mllls. In 1883 duties on farm mach-

"
;J.d.“

West Farmers' Cooperatlve and Protect1ve Un1on emerged*to replace it S

inery had been raised from twenty-five per cent to th1rty three -per

cent; these tariffs‘were to be‘removed. 15 There waS'also the first

.

of many demands that a Hudson Bay Tallway be bu11t to *;z*antee an

Joutlet for pra1r1e wheat thls would become a crusade for Partr1dge

in 1918 In short, the Declaratlon of R1ghts foreshadowed many planks
in subsequent farmers' platforms.le o , T E -

With the collapse of the Farmers' Unlon, the Manltoba and North- ,“

N

. on 5 December, 1883, However, "the Protective Union saw h0pe of economic



salvation through farmers sh1pp1ng the1r -own wheat to Ontarlo where

the Unlon belleved the market would. be better owing to the llghtness

nl?

of the Ontario crop. In December 1883 they bought members' wheat

to ship east, paying ten to fifteen cents more. per bushel than would
4

.. have been paidvby_local grain dealers.18 The Protective Union obtained

a;ﬁerincial‘charter in 1884, but ''the grain narketing‘plan encoun-
N

- tered opposition from Winnipeg businessmen, many of whom were grain

19

V'fdeaiers.“ When on 25 May 1885, the organization defended the Metis

resistance in Saskatchewan and threatened western secession, it col-
lapsed under public critioism.

Both of the early farmers' organizations failed in their
objectives; both disappeared*with barely a trace; and neither.

. was truly agrarian as it§ membership included non-farmers. . The
protest. organizations of the 1880's, however, were the first to
identify and to agitate for the redress of agrarian grievances,
and to advocate cooperation in-the marketplace. Although un-
successful they. p1oneered the way for .later farmers' movements.” "

In 1885 the Deputy M1n15ter of the Interior denounced the
d

agrarlan "aglﬁators," b1am1ng them for the decrease in western settle-

ment. While- overlooklng the’ R1e1 Rebelllon as a possible factorlhhe

helped to successfully drive a wedge between the farmers' spokesmen and

-
»

their followers.

-

1 These persons took advantage of the partlal failure of the

cr0p of 1883 to thrust themselves to the front, and gave éx- ‘;;.‘a;,~:

pressions to views which were not entertained by those for -
‘whom they professed to speak, but whlch nevertheless, worked
much harm to the country : s :

Though many'h1stor1ans of the period seem.to have considered
th1s eplsode worthy of "passing notice" only, 22 or merely the precursor

of the Patrons of Industry, it is more- accurate to say that "their

/

3
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J o
agitation was 4 dress rehearsal for what was to follow."23 IFs in-
fluence was undoubtedly felt throughont the'North-West, end ihé

Qu'Appelle Vidette records that on 15 July 1886, a joint-stock ele-

_7;;523*§/ﬂomestead, but noted

vator scheme‘was tried not far from Part

that the North-West Territories Council lacked the power to incorporate
itksso-itrfellmthrough.?ﬁ_ﬁThough Partridge was at the;time struggling
to prove up'his homestead during'the/worstvdroughtvin years, and was
not directly involmed fn the polit@cal ferment of the time, sucn ac-

tivities'could scarcely escape his notice.
: e
I1

Paul W. Foi suggests that the first hundred years of Canadian

federallsm "has been characterlzed by an osc111at1on in the assertlon
"of p011t1cal power between the federal government and ‘the provinces
. .ﬂzs Dur1ng the 1880'5 thls process led to 1ncreased prov1nc1a1
powers under'the B.N.A. Act It was a1ded'by_a series of declslons
=rendered by the Judicial Committee ofithe frivy ConnciIZ6 and the
emergence of. such strong prov1nc131 leaders as Norquay, Fleldlng,

. 27
Blair, Mowat_and Mercier. Western reglonal assert1veness, beglnnlng

in 1868 with Thomas Spence's Un11atera1 Declaratlon of Independence
_ for Manitoba, and followed in’1869 with Riel's‘resistance to Canade's,‘
first intrusion into th'e\are'a,28 grew rapidly in the 1880's within

this loosening federaliframework. The érowth of farmers' organizetions
N o e
- in Manitoba during the period was merely one further step in thrs'

process. - B o o , _
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In August 1882 the Nor'West Farmer and Home Journal was esta-

blished in Winnipeg under the editorship>ovaudwigvKrdhhs Cameron.29
This was the first "radical" farmers' paper to appear in the Canadian
West, Its first editorial sounded the clarion call of western farmers;

"Complalnts are still made of extortion in frelght on the part of the ‘

30

C.P.R. This should not be." That winter the paper gave prominent

space to Goldwin Smith, who ‘propounded what he would call "the Canadian

question" in 1891.

"Does anyone believe that a great country like the North-West
'w111 remain under the p011t1ca1 Dominion of a small country like
Canada, from which it is separated by an inland, or by a wilder-
ness which, even when a road: is made through it, will be as es-

tranglng as any sea?

The distance is too great of (sic) administration, wh11e

unfortunately 1t is not too great of (sic) 1ntr1gue and jobbery.
{ !

In 1881 the C.P.R. had rece1ved 1ts charter and exten51ve,‘

properties and powers in the~west. ‘The follow1ng year the Og11v1e
Milling Company had built awlarge mill in Winnipeg; Although called

the Nor'West Farmer and Man1toba M111er after 1883, 1n an effort to
r

represent both the farmlng and mill1ng 1nterests, the paper contlnued
_to voice its oppos;tlon to 1nequ1t1es»1n the»graln trade. An ed;tor1al
‘. in December 1884 praised the”C,P.R. for'constructing_an extensire eie-
vator system, "but that the C.P.R. should compel the farmer to payrthe
Ogilvies two and a half cents per bushel"for‘storage‘of'every bushel
. of grain shlpped is comlng at 1t a lgttle too strong " dameroniob-
served that this fee was charged whether the farmer used the fac111t1es
Mor not, and suggested that it would be more convenlent to unload - d1r— '

t

ectly from his wagon into the boxcars, rather than use the company .



elevators.
"But up steps thé iniguitous monoply and says: ‘'of course
you can do this if you like, but you have to pay the two and
a half cents per bushel to us all the same" - Was anything

ever more ridiculous?
Cameron concluded by supporting the establishment of farmers' "protec-
tive unions'" to meet this threat; it would be more v1olent1y criticized
by the T. G G.A. two decades 1ater.32/ ] ’

By late 1885 the»radlcal, pOpulist,‘"peoples press," as'exem~

: . :
plified by the Nor'West Farmer had become considerably more moderate in

its criticisms. That‘paper passed into the editorial hands of William

Clark and became essent1a11y ap011t1ca1 while other papers were taken
h]
33

. over by the L1bera1 party and assumed a new bias.

The fate of the first‘hgrarian post-Confederation ubrising in’

dthe west:wonld therefOre seen to beardoUt V..C.‘Fowke's contention that

. the pressure}of organized‘farm gronps.was "of negligitie importance in
Shaping the agricultnra1°poITCy-of Canadian government.“34 Indeed,
itariffs.actuaily inereased dnring this period Although d1scred1ted

by what was cons1dered too rad1ca1 1eadersh1p, and generally taken

over by'the L1beral party, these organlzat1ons planted the seeds of

future protest. - Several instances of‘incipient c00perative'organization,

and acknowledgements of western grlevances, occurred after 1885 In
that year, the first cooperatlve store opened in W1nn1peg 35 In 1887
Man1toba passed'a law to faC111tate formatlon of cooperatlves, and in
1890 the North-West Terrltorles passed a law to encourage formatlon of.
cooperat1ve creamer}es. A»11m1ted;response_to western concerns occurred

in September 1886 when several of John A.;Macdonald's cabinet'ministerS‘



toured the west in response to Premier Norquay's rallway-bu11d1ng en-

-~deavors. - However, the only - 51gn1f1cant outcome. of thls tour was the

establishment in November 1886 of experlmental agriculturdl stations
) . . ’ . '

in Ottawa, and at several locations in the west including Brandon and

Indian Head.37
The year 1885 also symbolized a significant change in that it

was at this time that summerfallowing was introduced into western

38

agricultural practice”” through the efforts of the’experimental sta-

tions. Summerfallowing, the derelopment'of early maturihg wheat”
strains, and 1ncrea51ng settlement gradually prov1ded the b351s for

an agrlculturgﬁ revolutlon dur1ng the Laurler per1od W1th the advente
of greater prosper1ty, increased 1mm1grat10n undér Clifford Slfton s
gu1dance and wider app11cat10n of mechan1zed agr1cu1tura1 methods, the_

L
west frequently overtaxed the market1ng and transportatlon systems ‘upon

.whlch it relied. In short the farmers' "revolut1on" which flared up

,tonce more in 1898 W1th James Moffatt Douglas' prlvate members bill to

7

' regulate the gra1n trade derived directly from the technolog1ca1 and -

agricultural revolution whlch preceded it. ‘This paradox was’ symbol1zed'
most strlklngly by the 1901 blockade ‘which saw the system glutted
with a bumper crop, and too few boxcars ava1lable to transport it east.

to market.
. <

Harold Innisrdescribes theﬁhistory of‘North.Americanvagrarian;

< -

protest as "a succession of waves of or anization, legislation, and
. . 1 g :l . g ]

o .
Al s




55

adjustment . . .939 In 1891 the next wave in this succession struck’

"~ Manitoba and the Nbrtﬁ;West‘when the Patrons of Industry began organizing
near Porfage la Prairie. At the Brandon conyention.on 24 February‘18?2,
it was boasted that thére were well over one hundred 16&gés throughaut
the West. Several of these were located in the'Territories.40 This.
rapid growth was matched by equally rapid transformation into a unique
western movement. John Archer fhus descfibés the Pagrons as a,&irect
extension of the defunct Farmers' 'Union, '"modelled on the Ontario

counterpart but emphasizing different policies."41 L. A. Wood Tecalled

that when a common Patronsa platform was fiqally“promoted in 1895,
western lbdges‘were'mor¢ concérned ﬁitﬁ‘planks Which”boreﬂdirectly upon
Tegional prpbieﬁ§; and added seyeral un}QUely western proposalg. The: -
western Patibné were more in;lined to ;upporttﬁree tradé than were

eastern adherents; a government-operated Hudsonh Bay railway for prairie

‘grain was advocated, as wassfemalefsuffrage; prohibition and use of

ballot boxes in the Qe ;]iand grants'té railway companies,.#se:ofr

railw#y passes by eleCted.representatives and reintroductidn'of a sep-
arate s;hbol sySfem we?e ;ondemned.4? Harald Patton calied/these "yagué
and spacious deélarations."43L ‘

Howgver; fhése devélopments fbrm a vital link in thé intermit-

" tent deveiopﬁéhffof,westein regidnalism. More Significantly, the Patrons
of Industry reintroduéed'coopefative»prinéiples.intd the Canadian West

in the mid;1899's. While their outlook'duickly Egcamé.iégalizéq, this
trend toward ébopefative;enterfrise waS't?/paﬁgthe‘mosf IaStihg iq;r

P

- fluence, as exeﬁplified'in-suCh farmef;gwned operations as the Grain
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Growers' Grain Company. Several Patrons bought and operated a, grain

‘élevator at Boissevain, Manitoba, and 1n 1892, the Patrons' Commercial

Union began business at Portage la- Pra1r1e, operatlng an exten51ve

.ma?I;order distribution agency from_Winnipeg. Under C. W. Graham44 it

/ sold farm implements, binder twine and general farm supplies. In 1894
. y(the company handled_ociria half million pounds of binder twine at seven ,

and one—quarter cents per pound‘on,credit. Such cooperative efforts

b : ST
outlasted the political arm of the Patrons, surviving into the twen-
tieth‘century.4S ; , Rl :

‘_The Patrons of Industry-were*a brief but spectacular chapter in

o

western agrarian history. By 1895 they had over fifty thousand Canadian
A members, three thousand of whom were members of three hundred and thirty
westefh lodges establlshed by the Amer1can Patrons movement. In Eugene -

Forsey s phrase, they "grew even faster than the Grange but decllned

faster sti1l."?%

_There were several reasons for this decline. One was the imme-
dratefand concerted response.offthe entrenched beneficiaries of the¢
status guo.‘ Charles HerbertiMackintosh, Lieutenant-Governor of the

North-West Territories helped marshall this reaction.- In 1894 he

wrote to Prlme M1n1ster sir John Thompson-

: . I am glad to say that the settlers here are tractable and
o« ~ reasonable, and that the newspapers are prepared to do what is
fair. It is important that I see them all and arrange for the
publication of such editorials as promise to br1ng the hot~
heads back to their senses.4- : ‘

o

—~ - More mportant than such intervention however, was the destruc- '
\.«ll) ’ ’ v
t1on of therparty after enter1ng p011t1cs dlrectly dur1ng the 1896 o s
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. federal election. In 1894 Patrons were elected to the Ontario legis-

L4

»lature; but- found that when theyfdistorted“"the simple symnetry~of-the'

_ two-part system” they met the fate of "a flock of sheep between two

{ packs of wolves . . ,3?8 During the 1896 election the Patrons ran in

twenty-six ridings, but won only two.49 In the west the decline Qas\

hastened by internal wrangling among the leaders reminiscent of the °

[y

earlier Farmers' Unions.sq Entry into politics in 1896 destroyed the

Patrons, and ¢he American P0pu115ts, leavxng among farm leaders "an

51

ab1d1ng prejudice agalnst political actlon." , Patton notes that it

"served to demonstrate the dlsrupt1ve tendencies ar151ng from the

-assumption of bu51ness undertak1ngs by protectlve or propagandlst

. s 52 . : .

organlzat1ons." ‘ Th;s lesson was won at great emotional cost to
I' : ‘ ’ ‘ ) / o . .

western farmers. The subsequent widespread aversion to direct poli-

tical activism would later create an ambivalent attitude toward‘E A.

g Partrldge and his Grain Growers' Gra1n Company among the farmers to

T

whom he looked for support :Following the faxlure of the Partrldge
~’P1anArn Manitoba- in 1911, these suspitions seem to have been vindi-
cated, and more cautious approaches were initiated. Indeed, such‘bas;%eﬁu

anbivalence7seems to have affected Partridge himself, impelling him to

-

‘1ncrea51ng1y ‘avoid the humdrum organ12at10na1 work, and embrace a more
edUCatlve and v151onary role Pivided feellng toward partlsan p911t1— .

'cal 1nvolvement rema1ned an add1t10nal legacy of the.Patrons of Industry, '

-«

’espec1ally as it affected waver1ng farmer support for the Patrldge Plan

! i ; v . -

[

1n later years.

'The Patrons thus left several lasting effects among western



farmers, although these were largely regional in scope. - As V.ACe
Fowke argues, the pressure of organized farm groups had been of negli-
gible importance in shaping the federal agricunltural‘policy.53 As
proof he cites the refusal of eastern industrial and political interests

to impiement the Patrons' demand for reduced tariffs on farm imple-

T de -, :-ore com@ln than not at the federal 1eve1 >4 W. L Morton

adds that ol slight effect of the Patrons movement and its collapse"

v

- indicate that western agr1cu1ture "if not prosperous, was also not.

‘ desPerate,"s§ It should be noted however, that the»great,sense of

grievanee in 1901 was initiated precisely by the thuartedfbrosperity
. . N ) . » '! ' - N »
. resulting from inadequate transportation'systems.
‘ It has been suggested that E. A. Partr1dge was aSSOC1ated w1th

the Patrons, although thls is uncertaln. The 1nnediate, linited;suC—

! . v
cesses of the movement, such as galnlng a farmers' representative 4n =

o

- the grain standards board 56 encouraged the farmers of A551n1b01a
R
More 1mportant1y, the legacy of cooPeratlve 1dea115m, aﬁd the sharp |
.demands of part1san p011t1ca1 1nv01vement, certalnly 1mpressed Partrldge,.

, and would mark his subsequent actlons.l

IV

The f1na1 ‘and qpst 51gn1f1cant man1festat1on of Patron strgngth

~in the North-West Terr1t0r1es was ‘the electlon of the Reverend ‘James
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Moffat Douglas as an Independent Liberal in 1896. A Scoitish Presby-
- terian minister, he became a m1551onary to Central India between 1876
and 1882 later ‘held charges at Brandon and Moosom1n, and retired in
1893 to farm: As a spokesman for agrarian discontent, he represented

Assiniboia East from 1896 until 1900, when he was appo1nted to the.

58

Senate. With Frank Oliver and Wilfrid Laurier, Douglas, as a Patron-

Liberal, was one of three Liberals elected federally in the West in

&,
1896. Dur1ng that election the separate schools questlon predominated,
.and other issues were relegated to secondary status;sg— Douglas and .

J. K. McInnis, editor of the Regina Standard, and Patron-Liberal can-

didate in Assinibbia West, apparently represented -the w1despread oppo-
sitlonto introduction of separate schools. 60

Ji Follow1pg hls élection, the s1mmer1ng.dlscontent of the region
became more serious. By this ‘time, grain product1on was "the domlnant
business in weJiern Canada " Thls was reflected by the evolution of
the primary elevator system, which by 1900 1nc1uded 454 elevators

holding 12 8 d11110n bushels, 1n addition to numerous flat warehouses

. After 188l -the Og11v1e and Bawlf mills were built at Gretna and Wlnnlpeg

‘ respectively. ‘These formed the nucleus for an extens1ve system of

elevators WhICh grew . up in re5ponse to the sol1c1tat1ons of the C.P.R.. 62
y,

| The C.P. R lacked the flnanC1a1 resources in 1881 to expand into this
area. 63 Free leases on ra11way 51d1ngs were offered to companies pre-
pared to bu11d gra1n elevators on tLe model already common in the
United States, such elevators had capac1t1es of over %wenty—f1ve thou~_‘
~sand bushels and possessed cleanlng and elevatlng mach1nery powered by

o o . v
v .

#
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. gasoline or steam. In return the railway promised such operators that

they would not accept grain leaded from flat warehouses or from farmers'

wagons, if an elevator were located nearby.64 Lack of competition led
' /
to abuses, Most common were complaints of excessive dockage and short

weights., . . i .
Special bins for storing grain were not available in many
cases, and farmers who wished to store grain were compelled to
place it in bins with other grain. Since elevators were not
requlred to guarantee delivery of the same grain as that taken.
in-. . . farmers complained that, in some instances, the grain
loaded out for their account was of lower grade than that which
they had delivered to the elevator. The charge for receiving,
elevating, cleaning, and lpading was 1% cents per bushel. Many
farmers preferred to load their own grain directly from their
.wagons into cars, thus saving the elevator charges, although

;9by Joing -this they were subject to the cost of freight on screen- " :

N3

i 1ngs if their grain was unclean, !
B \
'h N

aThusfby 1898 two systems of grain deiivery were in~competit¥bn; .

3

Many farmers %tlll relied upon thﬁ 0ld.labour- 1nten51ve method whereby
grain was bagged in heavy cotton sacks g@st1ng th1rty cents each. These
would be’ transferred to the warehouse or elevator and dumped manually
into hoppers, until the dntroduction of large, open "grain tanks"‘ln

later years. The farmer would receive a grain-cheque in exchange, nego-

tiable at local banks and stores..66 However, as W. C. Clark later ob-

served, increased,western productivity was rapidly making such methods

obsolete. Frank‘Peavey's "Yankee ingenuity" allowed gravity to'a11e~

- viate much phySieal laboudr, for while'"it formerly required roughly
‘a day toload a car from a waéon or from a flat warehouse without loading

'machlnery, a car can be loaded ‘from an elevator in fifteen mxnutes "

°

Iron1 therefore, the monopolistic character1st1cs and subse uent
&Q po q

1nequ1ties of the emergent grain handling system forced far@ers into an -



'North~West Terr1tor1es." The bill would g;aﬁt.farmers the legaI r1ght

“‘first shot in the long battle for the rlghts Bf the gra1n grower, "73 g

N
N Q

I ) .
essentially retrogressive position. They increasingly resisted a system

3

whxch should have benef;ted them most

On 14 February 1898 a two~pronged attack was-opened upon what
h;d come to be called "a syndicate of syndicates." This monopoly of
grain‘companies, according to R, L. Richgrdson,'editor of’ the Winn;peg
Tribune, "meets in its little room in Winnipeg, each morning, and de-

cides what prlce they propose, in their maJesty,,to allow the farmer

"for his wheat." This group sent out one pr1ce quotation to each major.

-

centre, and the buyer who received it notified others, so that "no” one

buyer at‘apy station will pay more than the price which has been de-
cided upon by this clique in Winnipeg."68 James Douglas had preceded
. N ,

Richardson in denouncing the syndicate. Introducing & bill in the ‘

Commoné, he disclosed the arrangemént between the C.P.R. and elevator

‘owners first made known through Richardson's editorials the previous -

yeaf,é? This combination had allegedly‘cost tﬁe'Manitoba farmers alone

over a million-dollars. 704 Douglas was, as R D. Colquette noted "the

2,£1rst (Western) voice to be ralsed in that august chamber urg1ng re-
iform in the gram trade. "71, He 'charged in thﬁ Commons that- "under
“this agreement the producer is absolutely.in the hands of this combine

. - i : '
which is known to exist. "72/ In consequence he 1ntroduced a b111 "to -

¥

: regulate the shipping of graln by rallway compan1es in Manitoba and the

to load ra11way cars from fﬁig warehouses.qr loadlng platforms.

Douglas' 1898 privat&m bers' bill is often descrlbed as "the-

LN

- ;. o~



"a rallway company could not legally refuse cars- jp farmers "

farmers who flved close to raglways, who were able to load thelr gra1n

'fas H S. Patton notes, "If a farmer obta1ned a. car, it Was by favor»
_ i of the compagy, not by virtue of an enforcedbi& r1ght " '
’..re-introduc1ng -a. simllar b111 1n th nekt sessron, Thls b111 called

resultant ‘debate was acriﬁpn1ous, aﬂd prompted the Laurler adm1n15tra- n

) txon to appoint a coum1ttee whrch also bogged down in heated debate

sgl

However, it was‘initially met with disinterest in the House, and no
h

© . one, "not even Douglas hlmself " regarded 1t a; belng of yhistoric sig-

n1f1cance.74 The bill was casually referred to the Ra1lway Committee

\ﬂ !
of the House of Commons, presumably to die a qu1et albeit* natural

'death However, A. G. Bla1r, recently appo1nted Mlnlster of Rallways, '

2]

took a personal interest in the b111 Although associated with the

federal Liﬁeral party, Blair, as Prem1er of New Brunswrck from 1883
o

to 18963+ “had been one of the pr1nC1pa1 arch1tects of growing reglonal

Self-expre551on. He found the ev1dence of .collusion. d15tasteful and

"dug up a clause in the Ra1lway Act whlch he 1nterpreted to mean that ST

FOEE -
1 s

7S The A2 v

C.P.R. tﬁe&efore qulckly pledged 1tse1f to. prov1de cars for farmers,

,subJect to supply of cars .and depéndent upon continued pregprent;al

;)

' treatment {gr elevators. This pr1v1lege was only of advantage to

-~

..‘ N
-

w1th1nvtwenty-four hours, after wh1ch demurrage charges began to accumu-

late. In addition, many pornts lacked load1ng platforms. Therefore,

/.

A 76

Dougﬂas responded to the 1nadequacy of the C. P R.. offer by
- /A“;”".'.

)

:for the appo:ntment of a government graln 1n5pector to supervnse the

/

- movement of wheat £rom countryd§h1pp1ng po1nts to*@he termlnals The

R

e
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Dur1ng thls time the western representatlves grew increasingly cohesive
in the1r opinions. The committee approved th appointment. of a grain
]

supervlsor,.but thedrema1nder of the bill was dropped However a

Royal pommlghionfon the Shlpment d Transportation of Grain in Manitoba

and themorth West Terr1tor1es wa appomted

u.y.ﬂa;-‘ The Rdyal Comm1551on ‘was cha1red by Just1ce E. J. Senkler of

oty i \"}'"’,.

St Cathﬁr1nes. The three rema1n1ng Commlssloners were all from Mani-

&Jvtobar F W. S1rett of Glendale, W1111am Lothlan, of P1pestone and

) 5; c..c. Castle, of poxspnd ;When Just1ce benkler died dur1ng the proceed-

1ngs, he was replacéd by a western representatlve, A ‘E. Richards of

W1nn1peg. Dur1ng the w1nter of 1899-1900 hearings were held through—
: .

out the west.. The resu1t1ng report concluded that . ﬂ

. a standard elevator operated at the prige of lac per bu'shel
r.x(the present rate charged for handling,” cleaning and-giving 15
days' free storage) and at which no grain bought by the  owners

is handled, would require to be filled three times in each season

to make it ?7pr0f1ta§;e investment to the party erectlng and
“working it. _ . . P

'Although conced1ng this. economlc basis for the protested c011u51on, the

Report acknowledged the ylaQF of compqutlon between buyers" and that

1 "theéelevator dwners have had, it in the1r power to depress prices below

. what 1ngpur 0p1n10n farmers should realise for the1r gra1n "1 e
, -t

-"gg

- :

*he cons1der, therefore, that the proper re11ef From the pos- .

’ sib111ty of bﬁ:ng” cpmpelled- to selM under the value, and of being
" unduly docked for cfeanlng, is only to be had by giving the ful-
lest obta1nab1e freedon 1n the 'way of shlpplng and selling grain.

As a.result of the Senkler Comm1551on the»Man1toba Gra1n Act

was passed in 1900 This co1nc1ded w1th a federal electhp,,where

Senee -
<7
ezaTo

Patron votes, and d1saffected western vdtes generall} mlghtypfbaé

‘b? i : . - ‘A"V'(\’ .

/



important. “The recommendatio'ns of the Commission were larﬁely;}followed.

N

Adm1n15trat1on ~f the act was placed in the hands of aqur 1se Com-

missioner whose headquarters were at Winnipeg. He w tion "as'

an attorney-general for the grain ro'v;"‘ers."-/'9 The first ,Wa‘ehouse
g 8 3

Comm1551oner, c. C. Castle, had 1nvest1gated the Mumesota graln trade“°

e

-to some extent the Man1toba Grain Act was modelled after that State s%\’&!}\
Railroad and., Warehouse Cormm.ssmn ‘Act. ' . ) A AP s u-
The Grain Act "not only iinproved at a singlevstep a 'far-reaching
system of regulatlon of railways and- elevators in the mterests“bf grain o './

«%9
’growe@ but also provided for a permanent adm1n15trat1Ve officer t{

-

/
whom farmers m1ght forward complalnts d1rect1y "It was, in %ort,

. ~4- ‘ ‘A.
. . t

"a veritable agranan Magna Charta n80 Railway companies were requlre

to provide cars to farme‘rs without dis’crimination, and were to provide ‘

N

. standard loadlng platforms, where written appllcatlons from ten or more

.farmers 11v1ng w1th1n twenty m1le\§ of the nearest sh1pp1ng point were

-

apprOved by the Comm:.ssmner. The ra:lhiay wo’ﬁld Sulld these at its -

expense and they would be usod by far%érs free of charge. Further-
o

more, farmers could take twenty- four hours to load the1r allotted car,
, - .
and the 51gnatures -of ten or more farmers living, w1th1n forty miles of

. the sh1pp1ng po1nt would requ1re the prov1s1on of a three thousand
R ;
bushel flat warehouse, ‘where five days could be taken by a farmer to

f111 lus bin, thus allowmg him to preserve the 1dent1ty of his grain.
-An . elaborate system of recelpts guaranteed mutual agreement on the
4’:‘standard of gram shlpped and a farmer could requ1re a sample of grain

Id

be thosen in his presence, and sh1pped to the Chief Inspector in L

g “‘
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->Winnipeg; if he were dissatisfied with the dotkage given. Regular
reports by country and terminal elerators were required to make sur-
veillance of the system's operations more efficient. Perhaps most
1mportant was the fact that,’ unllke its M1nnesotan model, the Manitoba .

Grain Act was: federal,~and 1ts prOV1s1ons 1nterprov1nc1al thus hin-

der1ng any combxnat1on of elevator companles in unprotected areas.81 .

. -«»"»‘

Pé§$age of the Manitoba Gra1n Act raised: f&fpers“expecthtions ot

[ .
*:‘ ._l~'.

. "y N S
v‘throughout the west 82 Among the grain growers "1t?&$6v1déd a meaSUre oA

R ¥ 4y P
T, K o«

of hopefulness and encouragement to farmers that at f&%t they were o :;.gg

'.""\ RN e
|

‘receiving outside recogn1t1on of thelr problems nBd Howé@ﬁﬁﬂ?gyents e
| st i
_quickly led toziweakenlng of  its promlsed effects. Grain Act regula-

tions caused elevator firms to ''close their ranks and combine more

-

effectively for their own prote(‘:tion."'84 ‘Jhe Senkler Commission hed
noted that o%.447 elevators, 206 were_owneg'Ey the three major eleva-

tor cempanies, fifty b&‘LaKe of the Woods” Milling Company, forty-five

by the Ogilvig Milling Company, 120 by individual millers and grain
'dealers,‘and only twenty-six by Farmere' EleVétor Companies.85 This
51tuat10n remained the same a year later, a.nd the elevator "1nterests".0 é
»formed the core of the North-West Elevator Assoc1at10n, which soon ﬁﬁ?,.'
became '"a challenge to a multitude of unorganlzed farmers scattereé'bi’l
over the pra1r1e."86 By 1901 the CNP R.‘was 1gnor1ng the Gra1n Act,

- and prov1d1ng cars to the efgvators elmost exc1u51vely Thls was ex-
1plained a5»being dpe to several factors beyond the ra11way's centrol,"

among whlch was the cost of its embark;ng upon a prOJect to double

"track between W1nn1peg and Thunder Ba&, the only ra11 11nk between the }37

ol



west and the lakehead. Increased settlement and wheat production

2 .
‘ : \ - -

quicklx'stretched‘the*line's'tapacity'to,the.geturation point.87 In

, . . SR A W
1901 a bumper crop of 63,000,000 bushels was'harvested, more than '
double the yield in31900 8? The supply of cars available coo}d not
keep pace with the demands, w1th the effect, in T. D. Regehr ;\phrase,

of "leaV1ng the: farmg%géhes¥ﬁe thelr piles of gra1n to fume about the

- /

ev1ls of monopoly ‘and the 1nadequac1es of government regulatory 1eg1s-

lation."®® _ o | L el
The famous "blockade of 1901" qu1ck1y led to a resurgence of

farmers' protest organlzatlons. ‘The most 1nf1uent1a1 of theﬁe wasv

the Terr1tor1a1 Grain Growers' ASSOC1at10n, estab11shed at Indlan

Head, Ass1n1b01a, in the fall of" that year. When at the close of _
v

.nav1gat10n over thlrty mllllon bushels of wheat remalned on farms or’

in 1mprov1sed granaries along ra11way sudlngs, and thqbun£a1r allotment

El
a

i of cars became obv1ous farmers gathered to hold 1nd1gnant protests._

At Indlan Head alone, 125 makesh1ft granar1es held the unmarketed har-

vest.90

.- I ’ . . ) . ) ) .
ﬁq"When the T.GtGg&, Was.estgblished in late-1901, it drew many

'uitsiorganization<who wouid‘figure prominently in the subse- N
‘« .,*- . .

.quent phiﬁes "of "the egrarlan.revolt" in western Canada. W. R. Motherwell

"S-
and E A Partridqg were most promlnent among these. Although both men

1

4are usually‘dé!tribed 1n most accounts of the per1od as hav1ng emerged

- in 1901, their polit1ca1vaetiv;€m predates'the T.G.G.A. by‘a decade in

LI . :
‘ ) . . . . . N oy

. _pJ.‘ .
i
g
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Motherwell's case, and by at least f1ve years in Partrldge s case.

-~

Indeed," there is every indication that Partridge was eventually drawn

-intofa more active role by Motherwell. Their affiiiation was close

during the 1890!s, although they would become increasingly antipathe-

* . ' ' .

tic, a process culminating in Partridge's prominent role in Motherwell's
defeat during the 1919 by—electlon

. In 1891 Motherwell made his first "abort1ve foray into poli-

-
bl

tics,"‘as an organizer of sﬁmeeting in Fort Qu'Appelleto choose a can-
didate to oppose W1111am Sutherland, 51tt1ng member for the North |

Qu'Appelle electoral district in the Terr1t0r1a1 Leglslatlve Assembly
Sutherland a member of the Board of Education, supported Haultain in

h1s opp051t10n to separate schools, and was strongly supported by the ,

"Orange-tinged gu'Appelle*!iéztte n9l. Motherwell declined to stand as
a candldate hlmself, c1a1miﬁi that through mlshandftng certaln dlS- ‘

trlct;, 1nc1ud1ng North Qu'Appelle, had been o&erlgehed. Thus we would

4 R ‘
. not be representat1ve of the const1tuency._ This stand was roundly.

applauded by the Vidette.gz‘ In 1894 MotherWell also participated in

the general electzon to select the new Leglslat1ve Assembly He was

among several local constltuents who made public speeches cr1t1ca1 of

Sutherland's handllng of public works expendltures. On 24 Octobe

he was nomlnated w1th Sutherland and G. F. Guernsey, and made an addi-
t1ona1 Speegh cr1t1cal of "boodllng" 1n the area This speech referred‘:
to by the Vidette as "Smoth&rwell's Sol1loquy," won hm local support

buy apparentf“lost hlm the electlon, as he recelved only seventy-one p

-

votes, Nevertheless, Motherwell led a group 1n demandlng an off1c1a1



//—“thorough enquiry on the1r part " the Haultain report conflrmed the B

" lot.
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®

-1nQest1gat1on, and in 1895 Premler Haulta1n was app01nted spec1al

RO .

commlss1oner to 1nqu1re into the spend1ng 1rregu1ar1t1es. Although

Motherwell accused Haultain of procrastination, and threatened to

- charges. Wh11e personally exonerating Sutherland it led to h1s

resignation. f

As a result of Wllllgp Sutherland's re51gnat10n a by-election _

was called for 1 December, 1896 Although the Fort Qu'Appelle banker

and bu51nessman D. H. MbDonald expected to be returned with ease, rural
‘na, ““ 'v . - ,‘,,v. .

. ";J( g

pit meetlng to nom1nate a popular farmer's candidate

demand for a p

) resulted in a gather1ng of 51xty-n1ne local electors at the town hall

on. 14 November

E. A. Partr1dge was secretary, and a Motherwell supporter He recdrded

thatvelght names werevpresented, two of which,stayed.for a second bal-

"McDonald disavowed any connection'to the'meeting; On Jeaving
, .

Ihe suggested his follow1ng vote for ‘the least. formldable antagonlst "94

Motherwell's platform con51sted of three points, whlch he publlshed

after his successful nomlnatlon. ‘These" 1nc1uded a plea not "to. per- o

A
e

petuate the pa1nfu1 past -in regard to the expendlture of public money

in the dlStrlCt " and a ca11 for "an energetlc though fair opp051t10n

te the present Executlve " More 1mportant1y, he asked
/Has the t1me not come when the great agr1cu1tura1 interests
of this. dlstrlct demand such recognition and representation gf.
their vzews 1n the Leglslature as the1r 1mportance Just1fy?

Charges that Motherwell packed the meetlng were met. by'Partr1dge,_‘

i S

v

John Miller, Motherwell and six others were nomlnated.

L3
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N LA
- -who -argued that-only‘threerat the meeting in Fort Qu‘tAppelle, including

Motherwell, hailed from Balcarres, and concluded.that the majority fa--

voured "having-a farmer (of their choice) to run as a candidate."96

Indeed, Motherwell appealed to the electors "as one whose interests

A
-

are entf?ely the same as your own, and believe that in justice to your-

-, . .
selves youwill deterhine that the Farmers' Candidate shall be your next
' : . . |-
representative in the Assembly."97- - . e
T The Motherwell McDonald debates w€:§ poorly attended due to

_ cold weather, and the e1ect1oneer1ng was carried out pr1nc1pa11y through

i

_ the press._ On election day, Motherwell was badly . defeated by McDonald

‘ * Thereafter he "abandoned any personal pol;tlcal amb1t1ons for a time, -

although in Domlnlon politics he appears to have supported James M.

. ‘b

Douglas more or less act1vely "98 Although no direct evidence exlsts,

Partr1dge probably supported Douglas' Patrons platform in 1895 and

R

1896 as wellt In early February 1895 Douglas%iﬁdressed the Patrons at

)

" Saltcoats, ‘a town with wh1ch Partndge had recent connectlons as a

teacher Probably Partr1dge imbibed some of Douglas' famous rhetorlc :

v

at that meeting, as the farmers' adv ate attacked the National Pol1cy,~

) 3 N
'_and cglled for tarlff reform. 99

. i

\
Y

Clearly_then Part, dge's politiCal involvement begins in 1896,

3 . . .o .." ; : . A

and probably occurred under the guidance of laocal agrarian reform ad-
R 5 /

,vocates, such as' W.. R Motherwell and Patrons advocates aff111ated

: wlth the L1bera1 party, such as James Moffatt Douglas. The L1beral

A )»

-

party still f111ed the role of 0ppp$1£10n 1n most.. farmers' m1nd7, al-

o though thzg}uould gradually change,followlng Laurler s election, when
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many of those western free trade advocates who had supported the

" . “"K) 3
Liberal party would feel themselves abandoned. Edward Porritt, whose f!ﬁa&;“
$ T LR

Revolt in Canada Against the New Feudalism (1911), would strongly in-

fluence Partridge's own political philosophy and writing, wrote that

. . for all pract1ca1 purposes the power of democracy was for
the time being vanquished by the betrayal of 1896, when Parlia-
mentary institutions and the party system broke down as regardsloo
any - real adm1n1strat1ve services to the people of the Dominion.”~

 After 1896 Motherwell and Partr1dge would pursue d1vergent paths

Motherwell became-the first Minister of Agrlculture 1n\Saskatchewan's
T . J : ' ’ o , : .
new Liberal government after 1905, and was federal Minister of Agricul-

‘ ‘ - , v

. ture'from 1921 to 1930. This:Partridge Viewedqas a betrayal of farmers'

1nterests in llght of the leerals' acceptance of the basic tenets of J

. o
the Natlonal Pol1cy.101 o ' L o S
?aul .Stevens observes "National unity in Laurier's view was

~

prlmarlly a problem of soc1al andwrellglous harmony Although not

- &)

ob11v1ous to other dlsruptlve issues, he was more consclous of rac1a1

102

’t?an of- economlc br soolal d1V151on." Wh11e Motherwell would o

attempt to work thhxn the domlnant two~party structure, Partridge _
became 1ncrea51ngly non-part1san followlng 1896 his criticisms of

Laurler s government reachlng the1r cu1m1nat1on in the authorshlp of

the Canadlan Councxl of Agrlculture platform in 1909 “and his leadersh1p o

of the "51ege of Ottawa,",1n 1910 wh1ch played a significant role in

-

Laurler s’ defeat in 1911, However, in 1901 Motherwell and Partrldge

both could find common grlevances agalnst wh1ch to protest The T. G G A
ML PO PR PR PRI T ST SV ] L‘ LS

prOV1ded the fornal plathrm for their cause, and the cu1m1nat10n of an R

' . L4

- early aSsoc1at1onzwh1ch waS»longer'and more 51gn1f1cantﬁghatv1s'genera11y

A . . A
e . e S
o . o ) . :', . - »' Lo . - '_:/ -

: ‘ k'nown..;“‘

“



__Chapter IV:
POLITICAL AWARENESS 1901-1904

The yeér 1896 is frequenty chosen as a watershed date in
Cénadian history and in western Canadian histor}_specifiéally;‘ This
résults frbm numerous yalid political, economic and social argéments._
However, thé period betwgeﬁ 1896 and 1913 islalmost as frequently re-
presehted as one of great sttern prosperity. Kenneth McNéught writes
" that during the Laurier years "the east-west economic system workedi

1 ..
with astonishing success."™ Such an observation 1s quite accurate,

A -

when viewed from the national perspective. Almost all western Canadian
farmers, howevgr,.regafded the "east;west‘economic'system"'xﬁsuiting e
from .two decades of the National Policy as inefficient athiniquitous.'2

This' distinctive western regional perspectiﬁé was fully delineatedtdy
1900, the result of nearly a century of specifically western social : g

’

and economic evolution. .
; ReSehggﬁl'of'their treatment’at the hands of the East and
Ottawa, westerners had rejected the eastern interpretation of °

- ‘their place within the nation and had looked to the land around

them for a new definition of their role. In so doing they de-

- .velgped all, the necessary prerequisites for a strong sense of
“‘regional-identity. They had begun to define, for themselves,
_their placé within the Canadian nation and to use the same per-

spective to define the role of the Canadian nation within the

world. More importantly, that definition of Canada and the

West was being put into western terms. The West whs no longer
‘merely an adjutt of the East or an annexed land; it was, ‘wes-
- terners felt, something more than 'a-new Upper Canada, ' and

something better. : . . ' .

- Such a frame of mind fdund;it increasingly difficult to




72

-

accommodate 1tse1f to the usual channels of dlscontent. Edgar McInnls
notes that the "broad 1nterna1 p011C1es of the Laurier government

111ustrated the permanence - 1ndeed in eerta1n aspects, the rigidity -
: 1

of the'factors that.conditioned the lines of tanadian development."4
This. tendency increased following the "betrayal of 1896," despite pas-
-. sage.of the Maniteba_Grain_Act.H“Although heralded as an agrarian i

~Magna Carta; the Grain Act of 1900 pointed out the inefficiency of the

east- west grazn marketlng system. As. D. J. Hall argues, several years

of agrarlan protest would be required before s1gn1f1cant changes in

that system were .won under the Man1toba Gra1n Act of 1903 and the Grain

\

Inspectxbn Act of 1904 5 Indeed these gains _. become fully

-1‘9nso}1dated until passage of the Canada Grain ) 1ot 1912, amid a .

_ national peak of agrarian protest;6; In the meantime more direct, extra-

parllamentary farmers prOtests were 1ncrea51ng1y carried out through

»‘

F i

?‘ prol1ferat1ng graln growers' assoc1at1ons at ‘the local and terr1t0r1a1

_ R ﬁé w7 B ‘ =
lwel ST 3 : , . )

:r\‘ s . '.xv ' , ’ -

5 I .

A . - L
. . ¥

-

'S.‘D. Glark'argues that Canada, deprived of the climatic vio-
o .}
lence of an Amerlcan revolutlon, subsequently experlenced an:dttenuated

v

: form of the same process. The "Amerlcan revolutlon in Canada" there-
" fore man1fested 1tse1f in a- ser1es of social, p011t1ca1 and commerC1a1

permutatlons, one g1v1ng rlse to the other.?
L1beration as a cause d1ed W1th the nineteenth century, “the
;' race of steel across the continent settled the 1lines of politi-
% cal. sovereignty in North America and by 1900 only perhaps in
> the Klondlke could - the pol1t1ca1 11berat10n of the Canadian

/.
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»
population come near to being a live issue. But the forces un-
derlying the Social Credit uprising in Alberta in 1935 were not
vastly different from the forces underlying the Riel Rebellion
on the North Saskatchewan in 1885, and neither of these uprisings
differed in any funda?ental way from the uprisings in Lower and
Upper Canada in 1837. ,

This process, sharpened by a grow1ng sense of reglonal iden-
tity based on common gr1evance entered a new phase in 1901, with the
establishment of the Territorial Grain Growers' Association. The
sense of outrage among farmers in Assiniboia District was particularly N
aedte.in that year, and sone~threatened violence.8 The situation at
this tine was described by one early cettler who later recalled that
the graln elevators at Indian Head "were busy all the time." She added
that her grandfather "woﬁld leave home at .one or two -in the morn1ng
1n order to be early in the lineup for the elevator the next _day."

. Ui

Such.a system left time for farmers to discuss their problems, and

_ frequently-this intensified'feelings of frudtration at the shortcomings

in ‘the grain handling system, In Minto, Manitoba, farmers‘geized

Canadian National Railway cars, leading tovviolence between the farmers

_and railwaymen ‘In Elva, Man1toba farmers pirated cars to Carberry

and f111ed them w1th.the1r gra1n 19 W. R. Motherwell shared this

A_'grlevance, and later recalled hau11ng h1s gra1n twenty-flve miles to

'~ .
Indian Head or twenty miles to Slntaluta, each load taking a day and

two n1ghts to dellver to the rallway. He later suggested to Moorhouse

“that "the wldespread resentment of the farmers was not based so muc}

:_qunwthe sacrlflce of the\gra1n taken in toll as upon«the fact that

wll

it was taken after the long cruel haul @ . . _Mothe:well later re-

~called that he saw the nacessity for an organization basgd on recent:



t1a11y v1olent protest.

&«

precedents set by stock breeders, as an alternative to violent pro-

test. Such comments as "it'sfbnliets we want and guns that are

L]

needed'" and '"No, the time for organ1zat10n is gone" met early
attempts to organize the grain growers. In 1916 Motherwell clalmed
"There are very few today who know how near the people were to re- |

sorting to violence at that time instead of .laying the foundation of

the Graln Growers' Assoc1at10n nl2

" » The w1de5pread discontent led John M111ar and John Sibbold

to call a protest meeting at }hdﬁan Head. This attracted flfty

angry farmers but no concrete proposals or1g1nated there. 13 It was

~in response to this v1olent meetlng that Motherwell and another Aber—

”nathy farmer, Peter Dayman, called another meet1ng This seems to -

have been an impromptu attempt to provide an alternative to g poten-

'gv

The meeting was called fOIIOW1ng a casual gather1ng at

Motherwell's Abernathy home, Motherwell later recalled that Peter

: Dayman had arrived, and "I don't kriow how we happened to be there, but

we just took a p1ece of paper from an ord1nary pad and I drafted a

.letter to send to.a number of farmers from Wolseley to Qu'Appelle .

This 1mpu151ve commun1cat10n led to a meeting at Indlan Head on 18

.ADeqember to d1scuss possible remedies for the gra1n blockade On that

date Prem1eQ§/Rob11n and Haultain ‘were meet1ng to_date the boundary :

~

o between Manitoba and the North-West Territories.

There was a large crowd there 1.took advantage of the ‘
" presence of this crowd; their meet1ng 'was at night and we called
our meeting for the afternoon. ‘Instead of about a dozen farmers
’there, as I had’ expected, . .the ‘movement got n01sed abroad with

N~ . —
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;broad regronal 1mportance. Angus MacKay, unrversally admlred fo

,requested “to avoid d1scr}m1natory treatment

-of May 1902, through the d1rect 1ntervent1on

.. n

. -.:'75

‘ $ B

j _ ;
the result that we had from szxty to segenty -five farmers there
in addition to a-number of public- men. 1. o

¢

e . N

Due to his astute approach tq the organization ¥ ais movement,
Mothernell was appointed”ﬁrovisional president and‘John Millar was ‘
’anpointed provdsional secretary"of a significant, noeal_Territorial
Grain Growers‘ Association. 'Althouéh the,original letter was‘gent

< -
to, only fourteen local farmers16 the movement almost 1mmed1ate1y assumed -

work w1th the Dominion EXperrmental Farms, backed Mothe; 1. in his-

tional meetlng in Indian Head on 2 Janua f 11 W i

there be1ng an elevator, warehouse or lo :iqg platform'at such station
L, "J“

or not." Moze. 1mportant than,thést’demands was the demand that rallway

agents prov1de. grain cars- to farmers 4in the rder 1n which they uere &

§ any 1nd1v1dual"1 fhese
ended Man1toba Grain Act .

19

&

demands were 1ncorporated d1rect1y mto‘he

C11fford_81fton:

During a western tour-to'electloneer for-a by- lection,aSifton,‘ait

<

v

g
« %
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"v~..""u‘ ’ “YA . ? S - -""‘;v.‘:m b
¥ - formerly unsympathet1c towards the agrarian demands, "was left ﬁ "
20 v

i

no- dqubt that the blockade was the pol1t1ca1 questlon of the day "
By elicit1ng this abrupt change and secyging a valuable ally w1th1n
the Liberal Party, the T.G.G. A had won :ﬁéearlyIV1ctory which guar-
anteed its continued politxcal s1gnif1cance
. The,;mmedaate success of the T G G.A. bled to the rapid spread
of grain growers sub assoc1at1ons. Motherwell and Matthew Snow a1ded
J 'S, Scallaon in organ1zing the Man:toba Grain Growers' ASSOC1at1on.
By the Sprrng of - IDOZ thnrty-eight local gra1n‘growers' assoc1a::on"‘

- had‘been formed‘ _ Partnd@e establ1shed the S'i’ntalut‘a Gram Growe

. early orgamza— ; AT

~.'€iﬂf ’ASSOC18t10n at.tzls ‘time, as well as’ 1ttend1nga_ : SR
. tional meet1ngs and oonVentlons , Hoq;ver, he: remained a’relatxwelyﬂ “1}1;;?‘:
L obscure. deleg until a later date, f;“ ._~ o :, i‘, | _;;- »j'»‘efqu,;“\
e . In November %902 the C P.R. once again ignored the newly woti - (V‘“o
rgxts under tle Grain Aot d1strxliht1ng ca.rs by flat rather than by : y '“

. ~ the car-order book pro;:sxons of May,‘.BOZ At the second conventlon, ’7: " -

o 3

- Mot'herwell warned in hls pre51dent1al address that the T. G G A

"fmding nothmg could be done w1th the C P R. m a frlendly yay, had -

revolved to bnng act1on agamst them.!'?z At the first conventlon, _' - 1

0

in February, ‘the atmosPhere had been relat:wely calm. 'I'he edrtor of -

a0

»the Nor'West Farmer praised the resolut:mns comnuttee.

— 'l'hough all were: feeling the effects of the blockade, yet
v . the. discussions were not rabid; everybody seemed prepared to-
- ‘meet this issue-face to face and discuss it calmly, soekmg
- for.a fair solution of (the difficulties rather than waste - -
' '»uords talkinz about p‘_'fsent conditions.23 o ‘ o ,\_\

By4Decelber 1902 the

&,‘ N
Vo
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s e . “ oy
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S | | A
., ‘ i
};,;‘.,., A _'l-"a r‘éhewed emot1onahsm *However, as Motherwell later recalled
~~, v' mlg young orgamzatlon would actualrly contemplate legal pro-‘
,;iﬁ 'ﬁi - ceedjpgs agalnst such a huge or‘ganizatlon as the C. P R. 1ooked ke b
"ALT ‘1, f-such a b1g Joke that it was unheeded “. .‘}I\ndeed Patton mdmates that T
~ ;!g?'he C. P R pre01p1tated theacontest to test the va11d1ty of the has- (MN;“‘
! o ¢ : A
) .tlly enacted PI‘OVlS%S of Ma}: 1902 ' s {,. . )J’ RS ‘
gy ;“ : ,@‘ By‘ Jate 1902, Motherwem%used the T G. G @ that the Gram |
"P- rv{ f %ct clause govsming car d15tr1;;utt1&wa”“<fx1§r€g;tded atﬁevery shlgpmg‘ .
R pomt . 1n ;:he West "26‘ He addedmté‘a;t o%‘&ty-seven cars "sttted"
. e at Smtalutg, :nly seven ?-i e asslgrLed tq_afarleers, the remamder bemg ‘l“ .
"'3_7:’_.‘- prqvided to elevators.27 I.n‘respon‘se to th!s‘fs'ituaitmn ‘Motherwell and e

-

g _'" - Peter Dayman travelled Ro W’inmpieg, t.‘o ‘meet l?‘ W Leonard of the C.P.R.
, Da,yman remamed in W1nn1pe X ! ;~.so'rne tlme, bur.. rec.ewed no satisfactory
K‘% :‘ resolutqon to‘ the probl‘w 2{; herwell not.ed that when Dayman retumed

. d " ’“ Sa! % 3 R “-p S

froﬁ\ Wmn1peg "We,ﬁsmply got out a staﬁdard form of mformatmn ‘and’

\ >

o . R
e complamt and not1f1ed thé rallway tha‘t w were gomg to taﬂlegal e

< -
actlon at Smtaluta agamst the 'stat1on agent and 1f we got results :

Lo
L

°. there, that ve. would take act1on agamst every ra11way agent in the

I
-

"ﬂ ' Terntones.",zg After placmg a complamt before C C. Castle, the

: Warehouse Commissmner, they entered act:Lon agamst A V. ,/ﬁenozt fhe
.‘b ; >‘>4 ; @ ) l.‘ . N .”- ’ ‘. - "“ - ’f -t .
S Smtaluta agent.‘g“ S e S

.t \

. . v - e

'I'he dec151on to try thlS case in Smtalut was unﬂoubtedly

“w .-

cond:.tloned by several fa%tors. I;; was*:"'b’wv” a ‘cle rly an outstandmg

fe example of C P R. 1ntrans1gence mth regard to t»‘e 1902 ‘Grain Act :

aﬁendnent v"rtant, however, was the fact. tha\t\Sintaluta was 7 o
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the. csntre ofvthe North West Terrltones most highly orgamzed and

,’yn . /.

-

assocmtmn was. run by the Partrldge brothers.
¥ : ib

be the preudm magist’rate at the tr1a1 "There was so;ne local re51s-

A

tanqe,ffo Motherwell‘@ ﬁn, as farmers feared that a promlsed branch- .

11ne wo‘uld be Je0pa

Castle and a Just1 ‘
¥ s R g

A

a charge be laid ~% e 5fee11ng seemed to be thgt "it. was mportant RN

v &

H.

ver, on 28 November, 1902: C..,‘C.

) ‘7p011t1c1zed reglons. Near the bJ.rthplace of the %; -G A, its local

0% Parttidge would . '

..

gate the, T'G G. A complamﬁ’nd recon&“d"nded that -
A

&-

to gét somethmg done in order@%‘ j$5t1fy the neég orgamzatmn 's exis- .

.P E
31 . C *oe .
tence." ; . o
‘%v\»' N C . = ﬁ"i

Y .
pres1ded oger by H O.‘ Partrldge,\and Mag1s‘t“rates Thom%f Indlﬁn. e

Head and Magee of Wolsele ;

as actmg council on. beha f nof C. C 'CastIe and the subsequent

S ¢§

ieutepant Governo.r of Man1toba, James A1kens as westernf sohcuor qi. e e

,»’/

PR S ,
l; ‘ghe trial was held in the Slntaluta publ1c;-schg§)l btuldmg, i

S C
Lt ¢ v

a’ﬁ G. Mathers, later a wlnnlpeg Judge, " -

for the C. P R., represented Ben01t "I‘he svufm charge contended that
Ay

the two Smtaluta elevators had been gnven preferentml ca11 upon graln

"cars contrary ta Grain Act prOV151ons. Mathers demonstrated before 8

b

packed‘aud:Ltonum that cars had been d1verted to the- elevators by PO

Ben01t 1eav1.ng A. W Annls, 4 local farmer, mthout transportatlon for

hlS gram, although hlS appl'cation had prédated thelrs.’ W W. Allen, R

I

another local farmer, had wa1ted ‘seven weeks for hlS car, although he .

had s1gned up early m the season, and eighty cars

;

had been subsequently e

' . . SEY g

allotted by Benoit vidence of breaches of ‘the . Gram Act were . :

1

o Tew it

S ——— - A .
B TTN———— ERR
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1t was found M}x an& fmed f1fty dol- .

‘lars on 6 December 191)2 Y. _0 Partndge announced the unanimous

. -
~

'dee;.smn LT e Y ;

’ -

' "The significance of the case was defqonstrated by the avid,

detailed co'verage ‘afforded it by the loca*I/ fterritoriai and national

e v

press Walter Scott and G. A\ Bulyea were among the numepus obser-

33

\
.‘.,,vers to travel “’to Smta'luta The Smtalutas tr1a1 cla‘mfled the..'ha—

L J K . -

ture of the tranSportat:xon sys‘tem fbusome _time, ‘and f1na11y won tw
- :

‘..v

* rights only pron:;lsed by { }%noba Grain Act of 1900 As Hop&ms

&
~Moorhouse notes, wherr Motherwell and J. B Glllesple f t‘he T G. G A'

' -_and McQuaJ.g and R.. C;,s Henders%f the M G.,g A. "wbnt dowri to Ottawa _

E to get some further amendments of the Gram Act they got, practlcally

oo 34
. everyth1ng they asked for "

Although the dec151on was appealed,‘1 2 M

1t wainheld by the Supreme Cogt 35” Motherwell observed that "I‘t |
was: mnecess;ry to carry out threat of proceedmg agamst every agent
r

&
1n the ’Terrltones" for as soon as the decls1on of the lower court,

36

9 .
wag sustained by t_he h1gher,-; the‘C.P.R. Behaved itself." This legal

>

K clarification deve ped:duri‘ng "a :reyolution in the relati‘onship be-
tween the Dom1n10n g ernment and the farmers of western Canada" i

between 1900 an&4904.3_.__ Together they lfed to the Manltoba ‘Grain Act

-I' i

R of 1903 and t’thra;Lna .In5pect1on Act of 1904 'whlch mlght more pro-. *,ﬁ% )

38 w"ﬁ,&

perI-y be temed the agranan Magna Carta: The growmg chsco ent,

folxom.ng "the betrayal of 1896" was - therefore part1a11y offset by o

" the changes in att1tude toward western famers d1rected by Slfton

'-, the "re\nolution" in fact fac111tated the process where’by the federal

o

.

K

A

e

I
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and provincial Liberal gove’rnnients' could to séme extent ‘co-opaLthe
W) . '
_western protest movement. The very success of the T. G G A and

M. G G.A.in ach1evmg these reforms allowed certain agrar1an leaders,
S notably Motherwei1l hunself to become convmced that reform could
i@ - be achleved within the established party. structure The growmg“/o,;en-

tation o6f the T.G. ﬁ A., -and later the S.G. G AL, toward moderag‘e- p011-

’&‘D ¢
t1ca1 methods can proba'bly be dated from the early victories of 1901-
1903. ’ . . - . ,
. . ' ’ \.,\\\ o ] . "
) r~¢"°"'=v‘ e
.y Dﬂmg fh\:ﬁuﬁi 1901 to 1904, Edw&rd Partridge

. ‘oygamzer for the. newly %m’éd‘sl‘ G. G A. H1s -role.'remar

-however, his brother assumlng a much more p&'ﬁhc stance dumng the

S

Smta.luta tr1al Edward Partrldgt? confmed hlS act1v1t1es more -.to ”

o

local organ1zat1on. Q:'She foTal governmentai organ1zat1on for such

v

/ | local act1V1t1es had exlsted in Qu'Appelle, South Qu'Appelle, Wolseley -

\ a and Ind1an Head smce the formatlon of rural mun;clpahtles there S

~

- followmg the Qadvent of the ‘newly organ1zed terntorlal government in

-

, 1883 39 'I'hese provedxtoo complex and costly except for those in South

,Qu'Appelle ‘and Indlan Head wh:.ch lasted throughout the terrrtonal "

] .
o enod 40" Saltcoats, where Partndge taught for some t1me, early
: P !

- ‘_}.

':"; eVOlve'd-a fdﬂn vﬁﬁe‘&*&gﬁnlzatmn rem1n1scent of the town meetlng ‘

wh1ch encouraged local organlzation. All such orgamzatmnal fra;ne-

- works focused on the 1nd1v1dua1 commun:.ty. Influenced by them, P

Partridge appears to have confined h1s mterests to. S:Lntaluta, w1th‘




occasional yeoman service in bya~elect10ns, or gram growers' orgaJu-
: zatlon ngname does not appeer prominently in a larger context o \v %"

for example among the T G G A Directors, unt11 19 fo e """ “

Durmg th1s penod Partndge contmued t(;) farm and .lead,anh
actlve socral life, In the. wmters the %u}ges and the Re11tons¢eu

‘were av1d curlers . For the .wr:nter of 190$ 1906 DaV1d Ra11ton was.
3 A L SR b

skip of the S1ntaluta‘gur1rng Club wh1dh also 1no$uded Henny,nhra N

; C, " v‘ . e - L I .
'. G %:gm Partr1dge. E.dward Partr1dge ?ometlmes Jo1ned ln. :-:- The' | ( i
/ol .;J:' z; * : -

_ f1rst Masomc Lodg(é was estaﬁhshed 1n the North West Terr1tor1es,~é

. afr
m 1879.4,? _‘_’When a Lodge was est;blashed at Ind1an Head in’ 1902

" ! "e Jdrned sand remamed ‘g 11felong member . “His oﬁ’er o .

;J” v r_ , R

er: of the M\é{iczlpal Cod’nc11 in Indaan T

Héad antl secretary to the S1nta1uta Gralp Growers ‘Ass;)clatmn later
: '9 ) N .
becommg a dlrector of the S G. G A. 'He was Secretary of the Curhng .

Club " and act1ve member of every soc1al serv1ce reform mbvement the e
Al o

+

' communlty knew." Hxs brothe' s Thomas and Ralph purchased the Wolséky‘ :

1nta1uta in March 1906 v"and w:.ll carry
45

' Implements Company outlet in

9.

on the trade as mplements de lers there." ‘ After marrymg Mary

Ehzabeth Stephens about 18&' _ op 1888 Partndge'*s fam11y connnltments e

grew‘, Charles Grover was borx 1n 1889 May V1rg:mia 1n 1892 Harold

:? ) 1n 1899 and 'Edna 1n 1901. ‘H1s youngest daughter E’fud May, ,w1th whom T

pg . a.;fhev would spend h:l‘s 1 fet s’-was born in 1908 Such act1v1t1es a‘nd.

S res”ponsimhtie.s occtip'red /much of the Partndges tmesat the tum of bl

% . the eéntury, " / ,‘ ‘-: “ . » L o Q |
N IR
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Y

'5~ to the emergence of prftest 1n/ihe west durlng.:he31890‘s among farmers _f

e

’

fam11y in 1877, flnaliy sett11ng near Balcarres.46 Edwar Partrldge .

' taught‘%mlefly at Balcarres, and 1t was probably during this t1me

“h

1mmense stlmqus and pub11c1ty tg?t was feTt for 41 ;flafterward "

f’"r‘

- anets agspoal, oz

tha§ he m;t ‘his future w1fe.47“ Tied to Sintaluta through prol1fer-" S

; i‘-‘" & e
ating family - respdhstb{11ties, -and under the influence ‘of H 0. . . v

b A :
Partr1dge, Edwa;d Partrldge s loyaltleskgnd 1nterests rema1ned pre- .

dominant%y locgl unt11“190$ ﬂ';l‘ . : , \ .

the Oddfellow sihall in’ Regina,,Partridge, w1tth Halford Hall
"1."q AR <J~ i - Y
and 3. W ‘Bell “regresented §1nta1uta Although the "Rey 1na.L ader S
' c‘e. “”/‘ . " ;o

W1lllam Noble and Ax:T Hunter 48 Motherwell later recalled t at the

th1rd annual conventzon‘"ln the cap1ta1 crty gave the movement an’ -
49 "

&

Although Partridge was not known before ‘the 1903 conventlon to a w1de

ﬁﬁbi1c, it seems clear“%hat he must have drst1ngulshed h1mse1f there,;

s1nce he would be trusted to lead &T. G G A 1nyest1gatloh of the '

Gra1n Exchange oniy one year late ; Partr1dge s emergence onto. a

w1der stage m1ght also exp1a1 ed by a comment de11vered by Mothetwell

1n a speech at the Regr a: Town 'all 1n.Apr1l 19 There he referred

l‘

who "began to get on ahe1r feet flnanc1a11y, and wrth Qpre t1me at

@,

thrbugh the public press and pub11c meetlngs to

JUSDAY

ly against the exactrons of the~gra1n combzne "5

N t

Loe

.



' na_t\‘xre was ﬂo\‘g f1fty-one addressed to the Comnussmner

“in Regin " ing for the formatlon of that Soc1e1‘:yuin. June 1903

Qk' - " . L e
. - "\('&‘H
- 8 ' . .

~ S,

It was during the first e;{?gars of the new century that the Partridge
. . o .
family began to emerge from the ‘early years of financial struggle,. and

could turn their hand toward otg er social and organxzatfonal activities. =

~ N »w -

v

. “‘ ' i

] d’ge 's role in the . establxshment of the \Smtaluta Agri- o
n{.l%‘l. " ¢
cultural Society reflects the way in which he immersed h1mse1f in

Par

local afﬁrs, and the’ way in wh1ch such 1nterests faded after 1906
w1th the establlshment of the éram Growers' Gram Comﬁany HlS sig-.

as‘,kgncul ture

£

G,
P

with his brothe} ,Henry and John MaJor Be11 and Dav1d Damel and

&alph Rallton.s- ");l‘he Deputy Comm1551oner rephed to the effe(;t that _‘

RN

“he had "1nformed Mr H. 0. Partndge\ that he had been appo:mted to

take the neeqssary steps 1n connectmn Wlth the %rgamzatlon of the -

rv o

Smtaluta Agncultural Souety n52: “In his 1etter o? appomtment to i

Henry Partndge the, Deputwonnussmner adv1sed h1m MNto ca11 a meetmg

in connect1on w1th f%.‘he orgagskaatlon of the Smtaluta Agr1cu1tura1

o

'-.—“g§1ety for the purpose ofrelectmg offlcers and transactmg other

necessary bus1ness.!" 3 Th:.s meetmg was held 14 November in AIbez:t IR

Stauffer S offlce in’ Sm’l:aluta., Henry Partndge, now a local cele- o 3

” bnty followmg the mdely pub]lclzed tr1a1 m 1902 was qu1ck1y appomted

Cha:.rman, he qu subseq;uently e1ected the Soc1ety s f1rst Pres1dent by

Vot

ballot, Dan1e1 Rallton and James Ewart becommg V1ce-pres:.dents. Edward

S8 : S
Partndge wa.s present also, and was eledted to the Board of Directors, fo

"

e : ———l
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‘." .

" well known that "no one ra1sed a betté?fcrop of weeds than Ed ?artrldge "

held until hls enllstment dur1ng the Flrst World War.: ' .~-~\L.» P

- became a focal point for Slntaluta’

,,.‘

v

where he moved . the flrst by-law, (that the Pre51dent and Vice-presi- .= |

. e

dents form a comm1ttee to fonmulate by-laws)

et an

_ Meetings. were rogaired to.be_held"regular}ymsomthatitheJh“,.“
1

.

e 54

%ociety would be eligiblg for grants, The Agricoltural*lnstitutem*

meeting of 3 December 1904 was typlcal Henry Partrldge 1ntroduced

three speakergJ among ‘them Angus McKay, who "gave descnqiilon of

)
varietles of'ﬁheatr Explained process of crossinguwheats to form

new varieties. Ad ised. farmers to use Red Fife as he cons1dered it
) w

,,more hardy. Spjﬁ , of 1nJur1es done by frost and advised. sow1ng the
Wh

55.

best wheat." ile Edward Partrldge undoubtedly would have applauded

) the 1mportance of such d1scu551ons, hglwas by fhls t1me becomlng more

w ' .-

" concerned w1th broader 1ssues, sqch as marketing, By thlS t1me it was

4

a pronouncement which was to-enter.?artr1dge family loretsé ‘Although

he remained on the'Board of Directors in 1904‘ and hia namé remained»

on the members list unt11 1909 w1th Henry, John Ira and John Thomas, )

- ‘»J‘.

his 1nterests 1nvthe*da%1§ routlne of farmlng faded rapxdly after 1904
By contrast H 0 Partrldge was conduct1ng clover andatlmothy breedlng .
exper:ments by 1906. In 1911 Edward's son Charles Grover won the

Soc1etyUs second prize In thq "Good Farming Conpet1t1on "‘ Charles-

k5 was elected to the Board of Directors in 1908 a positzon whrch he"

K

Under Henry Partr1dge s pres1denéy the Agr1cu1tura1 Soc1ety

sf oc1a1 llfe., Inst1tute meetings

'




gy

v—, ' . . s . _‘-‘.

"“ oncﬁgain on the members' hst for 1907 H:Ls 1nf1uenc ng' haVe N V‘ -

85

’ "elaboraﬁe bright orange posters: Speakers and topics were Qidely

discussed.: Experts were freguently sent by the Department of Agri-

A—~~cu1ture-to-sddress~the farmers Grants awarded to the Sintaluta — - -

braﬁch58 1ndicate that it was one of the maJor Societies in the

s

‘North-West Terr1tories. An air rem1n15cent of the Chautaqua- pervaded.
kﬂ/ﬂever, in a time of social and pol1t1ca1 upheaval Edward grtndge .
._ would certainly have seen thls program as madequate. e

In 1906 Partmdge formed the Gram Gr0wers' Gram C‘ompany, and

ot

in 1907 lost h1s leg in a farm accident. ’I'hese two con51derat10ns

3

dlverted h1s attentlon away f:rom Smtaluta ‘ Howeve:i-,. on 14 Dee‘bmber

sy .

1907 he retur

o - -
John }Bracken >

hallx lglown flgure, to address the Somety

1cu1ture Inspector and Supermtendent
) 4

' ‘:. g0 '
of Fairs and F’ ,‘ers' Insti‘tutes, dehv,ered a SPeSCh ‘on "W11d Oats."

Partndge, or course, . spoke on. "The Marketmg of Grain." In h:.s report

59

to the Department of Agnculture, the Soclety s Secretary, AI Qu1g1ey, o

noted R

‘ v Both speakers choose (s:.c) very su1ta};1e subJects‘and'p
-ceived marked attent:W %h &las consnderable. disciission -

. particularly as ta the best method of'exterminating wﬂd oats
'and altogether the meetmg was very successful."o, ..

Ke .'® 4

'I‘he Soc1ety had no. doubt renewed Partndge's fa1th 1n the narrowness

of 1ts outlook However, after a lapse of a year, h1s name appeared

' beerf‘foclt somewhat during that year, uhen the.Constramts of hlS 'f 1 -~

conval ence kept hm closex to home. 'I'he "D1rector's Repdrt" for

e
Q i v

’

the year notes. its resolution to comence "the holding of meetmgs

' N




_._terest. Albert Stauf}"er, the Secretary, noted in h1s ‘report of the

" however,

Ty

- .

*

Y

< T e ' - V.,

of general interest." Apparently however, Henry Partndge's address

on 10 December 1910, on "Implements of Tillage," still held more in-

"A'gricultural Extention Meeting, " 61 that V/ "brought out a full

d1scuss1on on the subJect and ‘was full of interest " Indeed, he was

i

called upon to repeat the lecture the followmg yeam\ “Widward Partridge

apparently was not called upon to repeat h1s lecture at that forum

T~ iv ~':~
: W . P : . -

| \51 W |
y 1904 P trldge had es@ally reJected the local and rer

f—' 5
' 1nadequat€~’o rectlfy farmers' recurrent prob-

gional orgam zat ions a!

lems Tlus 1‘e3ec

I)‘

' agency, he was: chosen by the T.G.G. A to be 1ts representatlve in

""'a’ v

W1nn1peg and 1t was thzs exper1ence7 Whlch Wo the format;on of the -

-

G:;am Grpwers Gram Company two years la}e&'.

'1-: 2-“,.

In 19044there was. mdeSpread d1ssatisfact1on vuth ‘the gradmg

- of gram Qnd the T G G. A. felt that farmers should gam a more con-" ‘

63 .

crete knowledge of the gradmﬁaﬂdlmg and sellmg of graln. "I'his

' ‘. concern grew from a senes of tests conducted by Dr Robert Harcourt

c..,‘

‘ﬂz

/
at the d1rect1on of the Commssioner of Agriculture dur:mg 1905'-and
T U
1904‘ These teS‘ts 1nd1cated that#whzlle a. s1gn1f1cant rangve -of. market

'-'bread-makmg prope'rtles" was small 'I‘hzs confirmed wester!f gu:m o

fanlers' worst ‘kusplcions; and loud protest meetings were once'"ﬁore

a
[

. v KT B k.y
L --3; prices ex:.sted for the several grades of wheat the d1fferenc%1n S
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*Held at Sintalu_ta.64 Motherwell had outlined the next stage in the -

development of farmer protest in late 1903, While praising recent

amendments of the Grain Act, he described it as still being "a matter

‘largely of lpca}, concern between the producers, transportation comgm
ocag : producers, P

panies-and elevators as compared with the Inspection Act which d
. ' ‘ ’ : ‘ . “m
mines the grades and stipulates in what condition our wheat product

-

shall .be placed beforevthe ﬁritish or Otﬁer‘importer."

In. the past-the Insgect1on Act has ‘been enacted and amended
largely if not entlrely dt the instance of the Grain Exchange,
and naturally enough in their 1nterests, as they could-not be
expected to-have a- special regard fo; either the producér or‘
the importer-. \ ,@. A }._ e

There is a genexal and well founded 1mpre551on among " pro-
ducers that our grades are foo High,-and éspec1ally‘§o in view
of the great uncertazpty tha exlsts” ~.as to. whether the

» high standard is maintained to its dé&tznatlon. ‘This, toge-
ther with “its attendant evil - the mixing ‘and blendlng eleva--
' tors At Winnipeg, and elsewhere’ --an&*questﬁbns dhat, demand our.
interested gonsideration, and organization is ‘the only . medlum b
.~ that we know of ghrough wh1ch such quest1on nay be attended.
« ﬂ. to affectually - . ,

(Tt

N ,"':9" ‘,#.v:

i

~

s
e

P

-

Partrldge had" describe% ‘the necess1t9 for broader organlzatlon as earny

0 E4

.as 1902, in an address to the- pebple of Slntaluta follow1ng the court

i_ battle therev He then §01ned the colourful 1mage,wh1ch-wou1d regur ’
- in later years in. h1s var1ous pamphleteerlng crusades e N "i'

+

‘

3.
At present we are but pygmles attack1ng glantsﬂ, Gmanth;ﬁﬁy
compete ‘with giants, pygmies.with pygmles, but pygmies with /a
- giants; never. ..If we:are lo create’a fighting force? by cogpera-
. . tion'of “the, workers to meet ‘the giants:created by tge commerc1al
f.cooperat;on of the owners, we.have hardly. started. S

. o

Having tourgd Ass1n1b01a wzth A A. Perlé? to collect e1gh't-v~

busﬁel samples for Dr Harcourt*s tests at the Ontarxo Agrxcultural m‘

o

M T
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chosen as .a fa:‘mers' representative to be sent to Winmipeg to observe

/the gradlng and general trading practzces of the Gram Exchange. 67

BN

The Smtaluta gram growers had petztxoned the federal Department of .
— -
Agrlculture to send a: representatlve to w;mmpeg in 1904 W. H Gaddes S

had filled the role of "(?Onnussloner" representmg the T.G.G.A. for”

two weeks, but a was soon felt that a local farmer would be a more

W useful represenmﬁve and advocate for the agr1cu1tural mterests 6. . - 1 -
. This decrsmn wés conflrmd at the 1905 T G G. A. Conventlon ~69, Partndge
. ¢

was "to Yook aftir the gradmg of our cars and our mterests generally 70.;

[\

'Sm‘taluta farm?ers ra1sédLone hundred dotl.larsw in five- dollar donauons m
to send Partradge to Wmmpeg 7% His message to h1s fellow farmers had R
.been s:.mp%e Noting the great empha51s on the negaﬂzve role of tbe
C P. R. 1n 1ts dealing wlth western farmers, he saz.d" of such cr1t1cs,

. '"'fhey*ve got the y(r_gng party ~ its the W1nn1peg Graln Exchange that'

’bleedmg us.' It'é’«the W1nn1peg Graln Ex“e’hange we should be lookmg at "Zz E
N On 7 January 1905 Partmdge arr1ved 1n W1nn1peg, and checked ¥

: L 1nto a Mam Street boardmg house ffor a month When he went to th‘%

v . Gram Exch‘ange ‘the follow:mg day he was not well re;enred .George

‘ Edwards descr1b,ed the g,tmosphere as wholly &sympathenc
Lol
S He was made to feel Tike ‘& SW in . the camp of an enemy

I .Even -in the ‘office. of the chief grain inspector he was _looked

-~ . upon as & man meddling with something hé was not supposed to:

" 'Know anything about.: However, Ed being’ ‘intelligent.and sharp- o
" sighted did: secure considerable infom%ion, espec1a11y about e
' the "g&,a.ngs-on" at’ the grain. exchange. oo Y

'I'he Exchange, built in 1898 1n the n01sy, act:.ve busmess

dxstrict behind Ci.ty Hall on Princess Street, was the centre of mcre-.- e

dible activity.z‘ 'l'here was litt'ie tine for an’ unofficial famers' T T
L. R Ty , . . - L.
. . . : ‘, " i‘,’ 1 'f‘ . | . . .

o




: representa:tive.,, With the exception of . the Chief Inspector, and a grain

boom, and subseguent c§v1c bankruptcy, a new busmess reme coa,11-

the quiet frontier of the nixed fwmer and the nore aggressive fron- o

K]

dealer named Tom Coulter, no one asysted Partmdge in his investi--

gat1on of the grading system. 75 He was quickly dubbed "that man

. Partrldge’," an” epithet 'wh1’c‘h ‘ent.er‘ed”th'e en'n‘e"r‘gent ‘ag‘r’arian« hagiography. V

For h1s part, Partrldge referred*’to the Exchange as "the house with ¥

: \
closed ghutters," an apt phrase which he gould use to good effect in

repeated speeches durmg the conung months,

-
\
i

“ ' T V1 S v
@ : Although unde'rgoinga' significant-‘cha{nges to its population,

Winmpeg in 1905 when E. A. Partndge arnved to mvest1gate the =

- coy ,
‘Grain Exchange, still represented an extension of Ontarno bq,siness . "'-. :
institutions. In 1884 grwps of - L1beral busmessmen had replaced the

Q _
distillers #nd land speculators who preymusly- domé)ated the mmpeﬁ %
/' .

' _‘ c1ty ¢ounc11 vFollowlng the colmapse .of the 188]5\-1882 speculatlve ‘ 9 '

. R

tion la1d the foundations of more l‘esponsz.ble munic:.pal government.

s . .t

3

Y

' 'l'hls development created a comnum.ty of, mtercets whxch strengthened

L

1tself and prov1ded a form:.dable reszstaﬂce to Partrldge, and c00pera~
‘ \ 76 -h

.3

. X
. 't:.vemntures generall‘y, on the l(Gram Exchange two, decades later. -

As L G Thomas argues, the role of " rnuleged nontles" in the
P

development of the Canadian west was 51gn1f1cant 7 P. L. MoCoqnck

& -

: cites 1904 as the year when "there appeared a d:LsJunction between

v*, B

tien of the grain farger." k.

)

y v
. 1)
pd 3

¥



This disjunction pointed out the differences in expectations
and .opportunities between the settlers-with means and those pos-
sessing little capital . . . In 1904 the settler who could .ex-
pect great social and economic mobility was the settler who pos-
sessed capital to begin with. ' :

The divergence between expectation and réality was especially
galling to the farmer who found himself succumbing to the perceived
inequities of the National Policy, and suffering beneath crushjng
mortgages.?9 The dangers of life in a marginal economy heavily depen-

dent upon variables such as climate, were increased by the increasing
-

acceptance of American atti®udes toward the land.. Thorstein Veblen

described the American pattern in this way. ¢

Habitually and with singular uniformity the American farmers
have aimed to acquire real estate at ‘the same time that they
have worked at their trade as husbandmen. And real estate is
a matter of absentee ownership, an asset whose value is based
on the community's need of this given parcel of land for use
as a means of livelihood, and the value of which is méasured
by the capitalized free income which the owner may expect to
come in for by holding it for as high a rental as the traffic

. in this need will bear._ So the pioneering aim . . . has been
for the pioneer-farmers . . . to come in for as much of a free
income . . . as the law would allow; which has habitually worked
out in the occupying . . . something more than they could well

take care of.

Partridge consistently criticized the prevalence of this attitﬁde to-
‘ward land ownership among western Canadian farmers, especially following
the raRia etpansion of acreages which occurred dﬁring the First World
AWar. In 19?5 he-would oppose private ownersﬁip of land in all its
formsf Such criticism frequently alienated the prospefous,»acquisitive
farmer whom Partridge afi;mpted to convert to his views.

The availability‘of cheap land, the mythology of the "last

best Qe;t," the influx of American and Ontarian farmers, and the very



)

]

nature of grain farming, acted in conjunction to create a dissatis-
N :
fied, expansive petit bourgeois layer in vrairie society. T. D.

\

Regehr ndtgs that '"petit bourgeois ideals ai.: pre;u.ices permeated

Saskatchewan‘society and politics. In their (\ndcst.forﬁ these ideals
and prejudices expressed themselves in hostility to all monopolistic
interests."81 When Edward Pa;tridge arrived at the Winnipeg Grain
Exchange, he represented an emergent f}nfluential minority," already
having successfully flexed its political muscles in cﬂanging government
attitudes toward grain marketing. This had been\clearly established ;
by a series of significant amendmgnts to the Manitoba Grain Act. Wiéh
the establishemegzaof two new western provinces imminent, two new trans-
continental railways promising new services and markets, many fgrméré
felt that new organizations on a larger‘scale might pdssibly‘act as a
more powerful voice for the western farmer. The frust;ation caused by
two decades of disappointed expectations fueled Partridge's resentment.
As W. R. Motherwell later recalled, 'he became so incensed‘against the
.graigktrade and so impressed with the idea that the farmers should go |
into a commerciai grain commission venture themsélves~that’he conceived
the idea of an organization for that purpose, which Venture developed |
into the Grain Growgrs' Grain Company."

. N
It was the emergence of such petit bourgeois class consciousness

throughout the west which allowed the subsequent organizational develop-
ments’ which Partridge would spearhead,83 although he would misread the
nature of the dissatisfaption, and soon lose his gupport among this

<

_group.



Chapter Five:
"THE GADFLY OF FARMERS' POLITICS" 1904-1912

Partridge arrived in Winnipeg in 1905, the year chosen by
W. L. Morton to demarcate between the colonial period and the agrérian
period of western Canadiz‘m\history.1 While suggesting this periodiza-

4

tion, Morton points out that the "agrarian element is continuous from
1872, when the Grange first appeared in Manitoba, and the utOpianism
(which succeeded %he‘agrarian period in 1925) can also be detected

from the beginnings“of extensive settlement.”2 Nevertheless, in 1995

established and em#rgent groups, after a period of political and -

social contention, |reached a new level of development and balance of L

power with the formation of two provincial governments in Alberta and‘
Saska;chewan.

When respoﬁsible government had been achieved in 1897, the
procéss had been~the outcome of pragmatic concerns“ North-West rights
advocates, "wh11e not unmlndful of earlier struggles for reSpon51b1e
government, were more concerned with practical issues than with his-
toric parallels; in general they adopted a practical rather than a
doctrinaire approach in their contests with the federal government. n3
-Senator A. A. Perley observed that "the people were, perhaps, rather
impatient to have self- -government. whllq the populatlon was so sparse,

but still that was the opinion all over the country that we should have

self-government"4 Partridge was typical of this process in that there

92



‘exist no accounts df.ﬁpeeches for the last decades of the nineteenth
century iﬁ which he addresSed broad bolitical issues. GLnerally ﬁe
was more ;oﬁéerned with lo¢al reform ;ssues at this time. ‘His con-
cerns were also frequently directiy related to practical agricultural
issues. éuch grassroots aéiéation was indispensable in the develop-
ment of subsequent political devélopmeht, however.

While 1905 marks the transition to a new period in western
Canadian history in several important ways, it was to be a transition
characterized by bitter struggle. During the 1880's provincial powers
had been siénificantly extended. However, with Laurier's election in
1896, '"the flpw of power began to reverse direction égain .. .PS
Tightening pofgtical control of the regioﬁs, especially the Canadian
West, wa;:Ektreﬁely thorough and pervasive under Clifford Siffon's
;kgaﬁinisgzition of thelImterior De;partment.6 Although perhaps inevit-

T
T - ! . :,
able at a time of economic recovery and federal bureaucratic growth,

such tightened control&\caﬁ;\gt\a\time of rapid development in the
west toward regional ans group (e.g. grain growers) Seif-assertion.
/ Thes¢ parallel developments led inevitably to greater confrontation.
By 1904 the average wheat yield was over a hundred million bushels
per year. This alone gave the‘west a political voice which could not
be taken lightly.

The need for broader forms of organization to represent the
growing sectional interesis was becoming evident by this time as well.

-Although by 1896 three cooperative creameries were operating in Assini-

boia, early efforts at primitive cooperation were failing regularly.

P
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N 1

"~ In 1900A£he Harmony Industrial Asspciapion_failedt This Rochdale
co-operative community was founded by J. E. Paynter, W. C. Paynter
and S;muel Sanderson at Tantallon in the Qu'Appelle Valley east of
Partridge's farm in 1895. Its failure indicated the need for broader,
more bowerful bases of support.7 ‘This initiated a period duriné
which co-operative organization attempted to meet'the challenge of
increased economic pressure. fhese attempts were inadequate, and
the early twentieth century'co-operativélnovements in Canada became '"a
remarkably diffused and poorly integrated movement." The moyement
was therefore a failure nationally, and Ian MacPhérson describes
Partridge's Grain Growers' Grain Company as having '"to jettison a
considerable portion . . . of“its co-operative commitment,ﬁ by dropping
payment of rebates to shareholders, before being accepted on the Winni-
peg Grain Exchange.8 Nevertheless, such tentative approaches to broader
organization were a signific;nt advanée over isolated in;tances of pri-
mitive‘co-operation, as the T.G.G.A. had been.an impor%ant ad;ance on
isolafed farmerg' "indignafion” meetings.

By 1904 the legacy of governmental graiq regulation, stretching
back at least to 1835 iﬁ Upper Canada, hadhbeen judged inadequate by
many;9 Rights won by continual agitation and protest had proven inad-

equate to protect the individual farmer's interests. Each victory,
' I

v,

-

sqéh as the Sintaluta test case,, seemed to elicit reaction by the
"Syndigate" or "the Interésts," which woulh necessitate furtﬁer poli-
tical action. Althodgh the cumulative gains under successive Grain
Act Amendment§ were undeniably.significant, by 1905 many farmers could

/
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‘ look back upon one, or two, decades of seemlngly continual protest.
Under such cond1t10ns, the nece551ty for broader group organ1zat1on
beeame obvious to Partridge. As early as 1902 he had addressed a
Sintaluta audience, advising mdlitant group action to obtain reform
of the Manitoba Grain Act.10 By 1905, the concept of a co-operative,
farmer-owned marketing agency dealing directly with the Winnipeg Grain
Exchange was a 10g1ca1 progre551on for Partridge and the farmers he
would 1ncre351neg represent Iq is not surprising therefore, that
the years between 1904 and ;912/mark‘the period of’greatest produc-

“tivity in Partridge's career.

Y11

As édward Partridge observed the working of the Winnipeg
Grain Exchange, he apparently quickly forgot the narrow'problems of
-grading. This problem would not be solved unt11 passage of the Canada
Grain Act of 1912, which 1ntroduced Marqu1s Wheat as a standard, al-
though the prov151on for mixed' grade even. then Tendered it unsatis-
factory for the grain growers.11 In L. A. Wood's phrase, "as Partridge
made his way about hlS mind became more and more 1mpregnated W1th the
thought that the western farmers had surrendered to a motley array of
distributors work which they collectlvely might just as well do them-
_selvesr"lz 3

/
/ On his return to Slntaluta Partrldge st0pped at Brandon to

address the annual convention of the M.G.G.A. Although hampered by

lack/of co-operation from the Gfaih Exchange, Partridge had;written
i

:‘\
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a report based on the information he was able to collect. He reported -
that fiVe'ekporting coﬁpanies controlled the Exéhange, and maﬁipu-

lated the exporting business and marg1ns of prof1t to qgimlnate smaller

~ ]

dealers who m1ght attempt to establish- themselves as gra1n\deaLers
Smaller dealers “stem-wound" theéir prices by those of the exporters,
thereby controlling the érice of "street and track wheat"’throughout
the west. Partridge accused such dealers of price ?ixing by wiring
ihstructions to their operators at country elevatofs) Elevator com-
panies thus set prices low enough to dr}ve "farmers elevators' out

of business.13 Thesg accusations were delivéred'to the M.G.G.A. dele-
gates along with a denunciation-of the North-West Grain Dealers' Asso-
ciation, formed iﬂ 1903 to meet threats from farmers' organizations.

He pointed to- the Minnesota Farmers' Exchange .as a model for a farmers'

- marketing bkgency, and called for the journal to articulate the farmers'

,//// rievances.1~4 The Nor'West Farmer reported his co-operative scheme.

The policy he recommended was for the grain growers to co-
operate and form a big company of 1,000 farmers, putting up
$250 each, which would give a capital of one-quarter of a
million. They could then have their own mill- and elevators,
and he worked out the profits that might be made by handling
say 10 million bushels - and so saving all rebates.

Partridge, the master of homely wit which endeared him to his audience,
SOy ik ,
noted that "twénty-five years ago smut and other blemishes were re- o

moved with the bran. Now it is the custom to skin the wheat, also the

v

farmer who grew it!" He concluded that "an easy mark is a great temp-

tation to shoot. nlé_ While the Nor'West Farmer noted the speech, the

major newspapers found it only of pa551ng 1nterest The M.G.G.A.

appointed a committee to 1nvest1gate the plan on the strength of his
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very flamboyant address.17 This committee consisted .of Partridge,
J;-A. Taylor,¥gf Cartwright, end A. S. Bﬁrton, of'Boissevain.18
| This committee . . . got to work and after a full examina-
tion of existing conditions, decided that the best way of over-
coming the evils and abuses which existed in the trade was to
form a company, composed .entirely of farmers, that could study
th?se evils and abuses (ip the grain traqe) aF short rangg and
think out the most effective way of getting rid of them. -

This recommendation was clearly the result of Partridge's
energetic pursuit of his organizational goal despite iﬁitial indif-
ference from others. At tﬁéifourth aﬁnual T:G.G.A. Convention he had
suggested a broad range of changes within that organizatid:':o render
it "more useful and permanent."20 He saw the principal goal of the
T.G.G.A.-as being "to.increase the profits of its members by asso-
ciated action; and the practical problem is how can the farmers of
the North-West Tefritoriés co-operate to secure increased profits
from the sale of their $12,000, 000 worth of wheat?r?l Buch a joint
stock association should be modelled on the Minnesota Farmers' Exchange.
Donald Warner contends that the parallel histories of the Fammers'
Alliance in Minnesota and the Manitoba and North-West Farmers; Union
in western Canada indicate tpat "the threads in (the American and
Canadian'agrariahAprotest) péttern are continental and'not national."22
The immediate antecendents-of the Grain Growers' Grain Company were
American, and Partridge's inspirétion by the Non-Partisan League
* later reinforced this tendency in his own career. Early association
with thqurange and_Patrons‘of Industry are additional examples of

American influence, although Partridge undoubtedly drew upon certain

native western influences such as the Bell farm and the Harmony

-
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Industrial Association.’ Having learned from the mistakes of earlier
qBrganizayions such as the Farmers' Unions{ Partridge rejected the uﬁi-
versal nature of Rochdale membership, and closed the membership of
his proposed "Co-operative Exchange,' as he termed his proposal in
1904, to farmers only.23

Partridge's short term goal was to ensure that federal and
lécal governments ''be enlightened regarding our legislatiVe needs'’
through the establishment of a newspaper "as a first step," which
would also keep the sub-associations.in touch with the T.G.G.A. execu-
tive. Partridge felt tﬂat the minimal bureaucratization of that or-
ganization Qas causing increased problems in transforming the demands
of vital local érain growers' associations, such as the one at Sinta-
luta, into concrete proposals. Perhaps this implied criticism accounted
for the relatively cool reception of his plan. Partridge suggested
that Co-operative Exchange '"can scarcely be overestimated as aiﬁeans
ofﬂfocusiﬁg the attention of‘ﬁur;present members ahd attracting new
adherents."24 A féltering organization would thus be revitalized,
avoiding the rapid decline following short term gains which charac-
terized prévious similar organizations. "In the meantime half the
grievaﬁces of’which we now complain would be remedied in the hobe of
diverting us from pur aim," he added.z5 A number of concrete propé-
~sals were put forward; ineluding the need for an agent at Winnipeg
"supported by. the fee system to watch grading.'" He further advocated
that the Association should procure a Segt on the Grain Exchange to
scrutinize price quotation and "sell our wheat.'" This demand stemmed

~
[
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moved

. . . that whereas a gre
sults of the grading of -eyn. wheat eX1 s. among our members,
and whereas it is degirable. ‘that a“cheéck should be applied
to ‘the working of the system in the meantime, and whereas
knowledge of conditions surrounding the grad1ng of our wheat
must precede intelligent criticism looking towards possible
improvements, it would appear that an agent of this Associa-
tion stationed at Winnipeg would be capable of rendering
great service to_the individual members, and to the Associa-
tion as a whole.

Partridge, himself, would fill this advocacy role that he en-
visioned in late 1904 and during his tour of examination in 1905 even
more than the agent appointed following this resolution. As first
president of the Grain Growers' Gfain Company, with a seat on the
Grain Exchange, he would seek to expand this role to an adversarial
one, -a move which precipitated his tempora¥y expulsion from the Ex-
change the followingﬂyear. w

Iﬁ addition, Partridge sought to broaden the T.G.G.A.'s
influence, and his own within the'organizétioﬁ; ﬂy moving the appoint-
ment of a special commi?tee, consisting]of himself and two Sthers,
to appraise the feasibility of a newséaper."representing the views

w7

and the interests of this Association . . .. The newly formed

Farm and Ranch Review in Calgary was named official T.G.G.A. organ

in February 1905.28 Under pressure from Partridge and others, the
role of this journal was broadened, and in 1906, it was renamed the
Farm and Ranch Journal and Grain Growers' Gazette. It remained the

S5.G.G.A. organ. At this time the Nor'West Farmer was providing a
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grain growers' supplement to meet the needs of wheat farmers speci-
. e}

fically. However, both major publications were increasingly cri-
ticized as too Sympatheiic to lobbyists for the grain dealers and ele-

vator companies. This criticism was led by Partridge and a group of
’

29

T.G.G.A./S.G.G.A. members who advocated class action. It was not

until 1908 however, that Partridge was able to eQ}ablish the Grain
Growers' Guide, and promote a more militant, integrated critique of

the existing economic and political system. ’ N

At this 1904 meeting Partridge seconded a motion supporting
the basic provisions of the Manitoba Grain Act, and calling_for re-
finements in the clad;e dealing with the perennially véxed question
of farmers' rights to grain cars - "that sagz applicant shall be en-
tiﬂ?gd to the first car of the size he desires that arrives at his
shipping point."30 He also moved that numerous samples of Térritorial
grain be gathered for the Grain Standards Board, that it might more
accurately determine commercial grades.31 As noted earlier, this
occupied much of early 1905 for Partridge, as he was involved in
gathering such samples throughout Assiniboia.

| Thus, Partridge r?mained a central, guiding influence in the
T.G.G.A., and after 1905, the S.G.G.A. He and G. D. Fitzgerald were
auditors for 1904 and 1905. \Of twelve resolutions pgssed in 1904,3/
three were moved by Partridge,%and one was seconded by him. Th¢ 7‘
ideas these motions contained léd towfgveral extremely influ;ntial

developments in succeeding years. As noted, the trip to observe the

‘Winnipeg Grain Exchange led to the foundation of Canada's first major

T , . N
; .
‘o
»
R |
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farmer4owned Ce-operatire‘ Partridge's demands for a strong voice
to express the spec1f1c demands of the western farmers led to the
most influential agrarian organ to emerge in the Jest. His con-
stant demands for a more con;istent_method of grading the bread-
meking'qualities of wheat led,te one of the more significant provi-
sions of the Canada Grain Act in 1912.32

" The role of édward Partridge at the T.G.G.A. Annual Conven-

tion in December 1904 1nd1cates _that he or1g1nated ‘'several of the

e ~

most important proposals to emerge from the Grain Growers' Association
’ oy

in this period. Also, it might be noted that he apparently carried

as many ideas to Winnipeg as he retugned with, and that his concept

of a co-operative marketing agency, was partly the culmination of

.several factors. His personal frustration at the Grain Exchange

merely provided a catalyst which animated his ideas with the anger
required to motivate his several crusades during the.succeeding eight

years.,
£ .
11

4
-

After addressing the M.G.G.A. ane T.G.G.A. conventioris,
Partridge devoted most of 1905 to promoting the’ ceﬂeperatlve ideal.
This apparently quickly became an "obsession. "35 While conducting
his investigation into tﬁe feasibility of such an endeavour with
Teylor and Ba{fon Partrldge carried on a 51multaneous propaganda
campalgn. He wrote 2 letter to "The Farmers of the West" which was

(%3

printed in the Nor'West Farmer and widely read. In this letter he

‘
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v ' o ':" '
exhorteg_graiﬁ fanmers to "Co-operate on such a scale that our ..

aggregate financial, commercial and industrial power is equal to

or greater than that of those who would exploit us.ﬁsé On 1 March

'

1905 he completed a seven-page pamphlet which he\had printed in

Sintaluta and widely distributed. Titled "Co- opera§10n~and Its

-~ v':

Adaptation to Our C1rcumstances," it represented Partr1dge s most

flamboyant rhetoric, and was malled to the Pre31dentwand SeCretary\of

A

. - 1 s
each sub- ASSOC1at10n in the M G. G A and T.G.G. A These men were res
\

quested to ca11 a meet1ng on’ the JSth of Apr11 to read and dlscuss

35 \
Partridge’ attacked .

the proposltlons outlined bvaartrldge.

-+ .. the Captainsref industry, merchant princes and masters
of finance (who) ‘have, by the elimination of competition ahd ‘ \
the substitutigm of co- -operation therefor among themselves EY AR
been enabled to levy an, excessive and ever increasing tribute AT
on the great unorganlzed pass of wealth prodiucers: throughout

the world, to the building up of colossal fortunes on the ofie

hand and consequent widespread 1mpover15hment and virtual
enslavement on the other,36

Vo o

Citing "mergers, combines, trustsand monoplies" as examples of the

co-operative principle working to the advantage of-such "mastérs of
finance," Partridge warned that unless’the increasing trénd?toward'

s

corporate mergers be restricted "a quarter of a century w11} see
ninety-nine p&r cent of the wealth of North Amer1ca the prlvate pro-

erty of one per cent of its ulatlon."37 He rejected leglslat1ve
p P pPop j

RN i

penalties agalnst the co-operative organlzatlon wh1ch gave these trusts

’
‘ :
and combines such effect1veness. ' . : Y

i

! .
-Co- Operat1on is-in essence both sane moral and omly ¢ :

awaits the evolution of a population suffigiently enlight-
ened to pracnce it on a large scale to become the most
powerful weapon of defence against the financial buccaneers’
who employ it within narrow.limits for their own enrichment;
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and needs only to be un1versally employed to br1ng about an
industrial millenium. '

Partridge denounced business compet1t1on for being as wasteful

- and debas1ng to the morals as war, "in fact it i$§ war in the economic

~Dd . /

domalnglnotlng that businessmen sought to eliminate it in their own
_enterprises'while encouraging"it in others. "Openly they stand for
the competitive ﬁrinciple, privatel} they practice Co-operation." 9
Citing Standard 0il, American Steel, "The Beef Trust," ""The Sugar'.

Truet,” International Harvester‘Company, and other examples, Partridge
a : . Ly
warned that ''the shadow of-the coming 'Bread Trust' darkens the land."

Will an Armour or a Rockefeller organize it ‘to extort fresh
billions from producers of wheat and consumers of bread alike
or will the great plain people, learning wisdom from those who
spoil them, organize themselves into an association that will
become the sturdlgst giant in the group and so restore the
balance of power? ‘

-~

Echoing Socijal Darw1n15t phraseology Partridge warned that

A

"old econom: ¢ conditions have passed away never'to return. We must
§ _ .

move on with the procession or be trampled underfoot."41 The age of
the 1nd1v1dual craftsman or husbandman has passed "We are np longer

denizens of a hamlet but c1tlzens of a world." Modern transportation
AN . , .
and communication technology was\creating a situation where "inter- -

locking, retroacting financial, commercial and industrial interests-

_of a thousand million peOple" had negated‘the possibility of. 6ne man

"acquiring in his own person the knowledge and financiat strength to

set up equltable commerc1a1 relat1ons in the world market. n2 .This
- 4

lesson he had learned thoroughly durlng¢h1s initial encounter Mlth the

N 4

Grain Exchange. e
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In iight of this emerging class-oriented exploitatign, Partridge
asserted that "the time is ripe for inaugurating the co-operative move-
ment to the extent of forming a company of farmers to undertake tpe
marketing of their wheat." To ;his end he evoked the farmers' pros-

perity '"and the prosperity and even liberty of their descendants . M

He added that 'our forefathers shouldered their guns and risked their

'little responsibility and risk a few dollars to perpétuate that blessing.”43

lives for~fréedqm. We their sons wilF scarcely refuseé to shoulder a-
Having established such precedents, clearly only 'a man who is

weak financially or too lacking in moral éouragéf would cavil at the

$250 share ("the price of a hbrsé“j;- Once more suggesting a slight

tendency to Social Darwinism P§ttridge concluded as follows:

.+ The améunt‘of.a share is purposely large in order that
the shareholders may represent the more successful element

of the farming class. Those who have applied business prin- "‘~'

ciples to their private ugpdertakings will employ them in the
-4P P uﬂﬂ P .
dffairs of a corporation. S : ‘

This pronouncement assumes a certain ironic quality when it is observed

that Partridge's farming successes were apparently less common than

s . . . oo 4 - .
his educational and organizational endeavours. > Partridge saw:'the

et}

farmers as entering the fray as an energetic gfoup, sufficiently evolved

'té,compete with the captains of industry on an equal footing.. "Armour

v_deeds speak for thédéelves. 'Tis a good plan."

-

~ from becomingntgé'préy of capitaliéts." ‘

and Rockefeller act”first and talk afterwards or rather let their
= 46 '

-

Partfidge'outlined several safeguards ''to prevent the Company

(a) .. The owership of stock.will be restricted to owners --
and operators of farms who are members of the Manitoba or
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Territorial Grain Growers' Association.

(b) No person shall acquire more than four shares of
stock.

(c) One shareholder, one vote.

(d) A shareholder can only be represented by proxy by
another shareholder 'who resides within a radius of forty
miles from his home and who is not an officer of the Company.

He warned that under federal legislation half the capital stock had to
be subscribed, and ten per cent of that would have to be paid up before
a provisional directorate could be elected.or a charter applied for.

This remained a problem du}ing the early years of the G.G.G.C. As

Leonard Nesbitt later obsérved, even after the company opened its

N

Winnipeg office, there was some financial uncertainty. 'Where they

- . ' 4 .
got the money to operate has never been explained . . . ".8 Partridge
passed over financial details in his circular. "The actual business

details are not here enlarged upon."49 His interests were primarily
theoretical. Frequently thereafter he suffered the problems of coping
witﬁ the mundane matters of administéring the Company's finances with
little grace, and this was undoubtedly a contrlbutlng factor in his
early retlrem/nt as the G.G.G.C.'s first president.

This account of Partridge's views in 1905 substantiates Seymodr‘
Lipset's view that "Partridgé saw the emerging farmers' movement as .
part of a world-wide,ébnflict_between capital and labor'" from the very
bgginning.so Inspired by John Ruskin's works:on social reforﬁ, Partridge

, e o

acknowledged some years later in an interview with W. A. Mackintosh
/ , o e
/ that he saw the early co-operative organization as a preliminary phase

/ in a broader process.

Co-operation provided a temporary remedy for existiné/gsuses o
of the grain trade. It would provide out of its revenues a

< . -
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great educational fund which would finance a newspaper and
a campaign which would culminate in the domination of the |
legislatures by the common man, and in the introduction of °

.. state ownership of public utilities and natural resources.
“Then wog}d come true co-operation based on the ethics of
Ruskin. ’ e

A} \\

. o \\\

Partridge foresaw the expansion of the G.G.G.C. into all areas of farm
\

'pr03§ction eventually, and eventually into the political arena. As
early as his 1902 addrees to the crowd attending the Sintalutaktriél Q:\
he had been preaching the necessity for broad group action.‘ At the
fourth annual T.G.G.A. Convention he concluded his address with a’

similar plan.

The members of our Association should actively participate
in the selection of candidates and the formulation of policies
of their respective parties, that the agricultural class should
be duly represented in Parliament no matter which party relgned
at the cap1ta1

Such broad plans-were frequently discounted as impractical by
the farmers whose enthu51asm he ‘sought to arouse in 1905 and 1906.

His plans for the 1nf11trat10n of the Liberal and Conservative parties

by agents of the "agricultural class" were‘ﬁnsuccessful due to the
-great popularity of men like W. R. Motherwwll and Walter Scott.53 His
thetoric alarmed the North West Grain Dealers' Association, North

West Elevator Association, Winnipeg Grain Exchange, and other powerful

enemies which would mount a strong resistance to the new company's

~

appearance.

The Partridge Plan was a term which came to describe the popular

movement_which demanded socialization of Canadian elevator systems.

~

The federal government was pet1t1oned to take over control of term1nal

elevators and prov1nc1al governments to control local, line elevators.

N RS
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Between 1905 and 1910 the Partridge Plan was widely recognized as

J

supporting these two major points, although it underwent several
g -

changes, as the federal government avoided responsibility for such
. , \ ’ . -
measures, and the Manitoba government hastened to assume full respon-

sibility for elevators within its borders.

T. D."Regehr argues that '"The so-called Partridge Rf?ﬁ was
never designed ‘to replace all the private companies with farmer-
owned co-operative companies."

The Grain Growers' Grain Company, which the farmers esta-
blished to handle and market their grain, would do its work
if it simply forced the other private companies to eliminate
~..their more exploitative practices and treat the farmers fairly.
A farmer-controlled company operating in the midst of the pri-
vate companies could set a standard of performance, service
and honesty which the others could only ignore at their peril,
In this respect the Grain Growers' Grain Company proved an un-
qualified success. It ‘established in Saskatchewan a faith in
and a tradition of farm co-operation. It took the co-operation
- of the old barn-raising bee a step forward and in time became
the stepping stone to a further advancement in co-operative
aevelopment . . . when farmers abandoned the earI& concept of
co-operative companies operating on the open | market and came
to support a full-blown soc1al1§R system of government and
‘community planned co-operation.

.This‘has become a widely-held view of the Partridge's role,
although it is,oniy ﬁaftially correct. S.G.G.A., and later G.G.G.C.
leadefshig_was characterized by '"bureaucratic conse'rvati‘sm,"55 whichA
led to thé\acceptahce of a limited version of Partridge's plans for
social re-organizatioﬁ and political activism. Héwever, it is clear
that by 1905 Partridge'himself had already accepted a broad inter-

pretation of the social and economic problems confronting the western

i ) - S
farmer. .His solutions were accordingly radical and would affect all..

levels of society if implemented. This,charaéterizgd Partridge's
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thought from at least 1905, and would increasingly alienate him from

his following during his successive careers as executive, editor;

propagandist and utopian western separatist.
1V

/ The report described abové was presented to both the T.G.G.A.
“and M.G.G.A. Its proposals were rejected because it was feared that

most farmers would oppose such .a company and in turn endanger the

credibility of the associations.55 The Partridge Plan would call for
. . NE— ‘

I

government;ownership of line elevators and terminals within two years.
The political climate in the west was increasingly sympathetic to such
projects. For4ex;mp1e, in Mafch 1906 R. P. Robliﬁ's gdvérnment in
Manitoba acknowiedged public pressure for public éﬁnérship of.elec-

trical utilities, and passed<1egi§1ation allowing the Winnipeg muni-

cipal government to control the distribution and production of péwer
. . N .
from the Pointe du Boise generating station on the Winﬁ?beg Rive&..

Although this political experiment was relatively short-lived, it

indicates an increased public acceptance of the public-ownership con-
- 6 ' . . .
cept.s Nevertheless, the grain growers' executive leadership proved
suspicious of entrance into business dealihgs. As Lipset notes this

~was "the first of many attempts by elected-leaders of prairie farm

_organizations to block the formation of new institutions to meet

agrarian needs." In 1905 this reluc'tance to engage directly in
g -
J

political or commercial enterprises was due largely to misgivings

aroused by memories of earlier unsuccessful ventures begun under the
) o ;



109

\ ‘ ‘ | /

\\.‘

Patrons of Industry.58

 Deprived of official sponsorship by the influential grain
growers' associations, Partridge returned to Sintaluta to elicit
support among his fellow-farmers. That area of southern Assiniboia

had become highly politici;;6\ and was a seed bed for radical agra-

\

rian ideaét”ﬁgontinuous agitation had led to the T.G.G.A.,-and the
o \ \ 4
Sintaluta trial during the previous five years. Now the men of

-

Sintaluta district were called upon to support a more wide reaching

v

proposal. Partrigdge called a publid meeting to be held in the Town
Hall on 27 January 1906. To prepare for this a strategy council was
held in the hotel sitting room.Sg A committee was appointed to pre-

paré a program of action.60 It consisted of E. A. Partridge, Al
'Quigley, David Railton; W. R. Bonner, Thomas McLeod and James Ewart.61»
Their platform was presented tb’approxiﬁately thirty local farmers

who gathered in the Orange Hall. Here'the lengthy six-page Sintaluta

resolution was passed unanimously.62 _These farmers all pledged them-

selves to subscribe for shares. This small‘organization meeting would

quickly enter into local and western Canadian legend.

"he Sintaluta resolution contrasted with Partridge's earlier

report to *'c zrain growers' associations in tone. W. A. Mackintosh

notes that i~ had "less of rhetoric than of clear-headed analysis of
a complicated séfuation."64 Perhaps Partridge realized that his brutal:
attack on the c#pitalist system had alienated many among his audience.

The resolution noted the widespread discontent existent among'western

grain growers "with the conditions governing the marketing of their
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graln "65, This was attributed to "ignorance of the details ot the
grain business'" and jsolation from other farmers and ‘from markets.
It was argued further that 'the scientific selling of -wheat is as
important to the farmer as the sc1ent1f1c grow1ng of it" and that
the necessary ngcientific" knowledge could\only belobta1ned "by

'
engaging in the business at some important commercial center and
.studying the methods of successful. operations " It was acknowledged
that response to Partrldge s report in March 1905 had been cool "in-
dicating that the larger scheme there outlined O ftwgs prematu: e,

necessitating "a modified scheme based on an issue: of $25 00 shares, -

the activieE'of whlch would necessarily be restrlcted to acqulrlng a

seat on the Grain Exchange and d01ng ‘a straight omm1551on bu51ness
'. . ;.ﬁ Such a plan, it was felt,fﬂwbuld be alm st universally sub-
scribed to and supported . . .."66 ; "/

The beneflts of this plan were that it "would be immediately

profltable w1thout f1nanc1a1 rlsk " would prov1d protectlon from

ncrooked practlces" ‘and would educate thE“shareholders in the worklngs o

/ \

of the grain marketing s;\}em. Partrldge was able to 1nc1udé his the
that such knowledge would equ1p farmers "for greater enterprlses‘"

but these were not descr1bed - Surplus profits would be expended

"investigating conditions in Eastern Canad1an and European markets w1th ,,'/

a view . . . to determlne the f1tness or unfitness of our gradlng system'

67

as a means to c1ass1fy1ng our wheats . ...

The commlttee recommended formation of . a 301nt stock company

to be ca}led the Grain Growers' Grain Company, It was to Be composed

i
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entirely of farmers, "with/h large enough issue of shares to include,

within its membership all/Western Grain Growers desirous of becoming

members."68

\\

.\Despite limitéé support from the T.G.G.A., a preliminary or-
ganization committee of Sintaluta farmers was commenced fndependently
under E. A. Partridge's chairmanship. H. O. Parfrldge and J. 0. -
Partridge were members, as was David Railton, who had accompanied the
Partridges wgét from Ontario in 1883, ‘Eleven other Sintaluta men
comprised the committee.69 An organizatlonal-meeting was called for

Brandon/on 1 March 1906, at which the Sintaluta committee would offer
\ . BN ""A:_ . R ) )
a more\fully articulaged plan for the fledgling company's organization.

\ Ihe G.G.G.C. rented space for a desk in Wilson's hardware store

for A;e dollar “"Partridge roughed the company name on a piece of

B 70

cardboard and leaned it in the window." At this time John Kennedy

-

of Swan River, Manitoba joined Partridge. Their relationship is

described bngalph Hedlin, , 5
— i . R

Partridge was an idea-man, a dreamer and prophet, an idealist,
a man who was short of temper and impatient with the small ideas
and the slow mqvement of others. Kennedy combined a bland gen-
iality and a bulldog perseverance with sound administrative capa-
city. He became the self-appointed manager of Partridge's ideas.
Individually the two men were one impractical idealist and one
un;mag}nat1ve plodder; combined they became a juggernaut.

While overdrawing the personality traits of the two men, their symbio-
\\\\\tic relationship was undoubtedly important during the early years of

v ' . ' . : .
the.G.G.G.C. A vigorous stock selling campaign. occupied the spring

- and. summer of 1906. Partridge, with Al Quigley, William Bonner and

William Hall conducted this from their hardware,stbre.desk. Soon
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Quigley was canvassing the country however.72 Problems arose when

_many farnefs were reluctant to part with the initial $25.00 for such
a speculatdveventure, This amount, representing ten per cent of the
cost of oneﬁbhare, was required in cash from each shareholder. How-
ever, Kennedy's energetic salesmanship brought total shares to over

a thousand by July.73

4

On 28 February 1906 Partridge addressed the M:G.G.A.?conven—
tion in.Brandon. His more eoncrete proposals met\wifn more positive
response, and his réoort was adopted by the Association, although
much resistance still remained.74 The proposed meetrng of the G.G.G.C.
organizers was held the following day at the Erandon‘%%Wn Hall. Some
thirty delegates from across the)wesr approved: the Sintaluta resolu-
tion there, and enother meeting was called for April in Winnipeg. At :>~

this two ~-day meet1ng more resistance surfaced but the Sintaluta direc-

.f’,

“ torate was endorsed The canva551ng committee was 1ncreased to in-

clude Manitobans.75 . .

The canvassing~was again energetic, éut frequently disappointing.
'Most of the early; enthu51ast1c canvassers regﬁr7ed to their farms.
Early attempts to obtain a charter were denled fhe Companies Act made
no provision of the issue of stock less than one hundred dollars in
value. 76 John Kennedy and John Spencer obtained a provincial charter
from Manitoba however. By 18 July Partrldge wrote to the Vidette
rannounc1ng successful completion of their negotiations for a charter.
We are glad to be able to announce to your farmer readers

that the Grain Growers' Grain Co., Limited is at last incor-

porated and’ arrangements are rapldly being made for taking

care of the coming season's business.

i

3 . : . _
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: The temporary management will have a tent on the Winnipeg
- fajr grounds next to the agricultural papers’ tents, and will

" be glad to welcome their many subscribers and also those in-
terested in this movement for freedom from the clutch of the

combine.

The11906 harvest was fast approaching, and it was felt tﬁat
immediate éétion was necessary if any business were to be conducted
that year. Under the Manitoba Charter the G.G.G.C. could open for
business with a profisional directorate. Five of the original com-
mittee were present in Winnipeg, and a provisional organization was
established at the fndus;rial Exhibition.78 In a sixteen-foot tent
the original organization took place "to the accompaniment of a raucoﬂf
medley of sounds - the beating of tom-toms, the ballyhooing of the
sideshows,’the racket of the machinery exhibitions and the cries of
the peanuf and'iemonade vendors . . ."79 The provisional directorate

" chosen thére consisted of E. A. Partridge, President, John Kennedy,
Vice-President, John Spencer, Secretary-Treasurer; W. M. Robinson and

; ‘
- Francis Graham of Maﬁtoba were also chosen as director;..80 Partridge
recalled that Thomas Coulter, manager of the Independent Grain Company,
had been helpful when he had Been conductingvhis investigation of the
Grain Exchange. Coulter was Fonvinced by Partridge to become manéger

of the 6.6.6.C.5}

At a géneral.meeting of shareholders shortly thereafter, the -

original directorate were elected, with Robert Cruise and T. W. Knowles

82

of Manitoba as well.”~ This group approached "the Grain Exchange with

the object of purchasing a seat for'the>G.G.G.C.,"but found that they
~ required an additional $1,500 for this purpose. Administrative costs

. ’

~_
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were already placing the new company in jeopardy. partridge convinced -
five Sintaluta men to provide personal notes to cover the cost.

With these resources the G.G.G.C. rented a small office in the Tyibune
Building in Winnipeg, and on 5 September declared itself open for
'bu\siness.s4 Circulars authorized by partridge were broadcast through-
out the farm communities of the west. By the end of September weekly
receipts were for more than one hundred grain- cars.

A larger office was required. The G.G.G.C. moved to the Hen-
derson Block. At the fifth annual S.G.G.A. convention partridge had
praised the "quiet but effective work" of his organizers. nCombination
is to be met by combination. The train has been laid, and now the match
has been applied.” proudly he described Sintalutg as ''the temporary
headquarters of a movement that is destined in the next ninety days
to include within its membershiphfobr-fifths of the grain growers west
of the Great Lakes."

It is the cloud no bigger than a man's hand that will shortly

overshadow the whole West, and that will drop down blessings’on
the great plain people. It means 2 nsquare deal." Its "founda-
tion stone" is justice.

It is part of that temple of equity- which society is slowly
~rearing as’civilization's crowning monument - co-operation - the
"cope stone” of which is practical brotherhood.

" Though promisiﬁgﬁto its membership material benefits, it

ceases tQ be mercenary by reason of the wide application of that
benefit. .

As always, partridge saw the company as a means for educating |

_ western Ccanadian ‘society. Farmers' Institutes, agricultural societies,

and grain growers associations and sub-associations in all western

provipces were to be "media for advocating this movement." With'a
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fervor reminiscent of St. Paul exhorting the early church, Partridge
“admonished his listeners not to wait for such organizations. 'Con-
sider yourself a committee of one to forward the movement."

Send in your subscription to the Treasurer of the Committee
at Sintaluta . . ., and induce your neighbor to do likewise; and
spur up the officers of any farmers' organization in your vici-
nity to_take swift action in calling their members together,
discussing the project and inciting the less progressive to

join this movement., If you have not a farmers' organization
near you, start one.

In February, Partridge also‘presented his report as representafive
of the T.G.G.A. in Winnipeg, but events had overridden its u5éfu1ness.88

The G.G.G.C. wasan accomplished fact.

- , .
Partridge saw the success of the G.G.G.C. as the inevitable

working out of social evolution and looked toward putting his full
efforts into propagandizing for the co-operative movement.89 When

the company opened on 5 September Partridge wrote a circular envisioning
a time when ”éveryﬁfarmer west of the Great Lakes" would be a shareyd
holder. "If half the farmers of the West will join this Compaﬁy ..

- .."90

it will be the'biggest and strongest Company in Canada . How-

ever in that same circular he had made the following promise.

Our plan of dividing‘prdfits is to pay fair interest ‘on the
shares first and then divide the remaining profits among share-
holders according to the amount of wheas we have handled fqr
each. This is the Co-operative method.®! -

This provision contravened a Grain‘Exchange by-law prohibitiﬁg splitting

of commissions with thevshipper.if This gave the Exchange a reason to

éxpel the G.G.G.C. In late Sepfémber T. A. Crerar bought twelve



shares in the Company and became an active membér. partridge had ‘." Lo
notified him at that time that the G.G.G.C. was "in a prosperous *
condition, considering the time which Las elapsed since starting.
. The offic; is self-supporting and we are having a good' influence upon
both grédes and prices."93 By October”however, business had ceased
completely under the assault launched by the Excﬁange. ,
When Partridge approached the Grain Exchange secretary to
obtain a seat for’ the G.G.G.C., he}was told that seats were allocated
to individuals only. Partridge, concerned over the advancéd season,
was curious to know whether this would mgan "a hold-up, that :e would
devote $2,500 of the funds of the company for securing a seat for one )
of its members and then not be permitted to register the company.-"94

" 'While this fear was denied, "it was intimated to me . . . by Mr. Bell

" (the Secretary) that it was possiblelthat the co-operation of our com-
' 95

"
.

[N

pany might be some barrier tq_the registrétion of the'company .
However, after securing the seat in Partridge's own name, apblicatioﬁ 53;
was granted for registration of the G.G.G:E. Several days later ths\\L; “
G.G.G.C. rece%ved a telegram from the Exchange "making inquiries as

to the relationship of the company with one who was supposed to be

an employee of the company" checking for violations of the by-laws.: D

A3

%his preliminarysorteeagainstthe new company soon led to'ingreased
pressure to haQe it removed from the Exchange. .

. Six weeks after acquiring their seat on the Exchange, and
having a reéresentative on the floor of the Exchange, Partridge was

informed that two charges had been laid against the G.G.G.C.

>

A r - e
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. it was asserted we had offended against the honor and
dignity of the Exchange in the publishing of certain pam-
phlets. The second charge was that our proposed plan for o
the division of grofi%s was contrary to the rule of the

Grain Exchange.9 -

When called before the Grain Exthang; Council to answer these charges,
Pértridge Tfeplied that the G.G.G.é. was not guilty of violating sec-
tion-4, By-law 19, whicg prohibited '"giving any . . . consideration to
any other party or parties' whatsoever to influeﬁce or procufe §bip—

-
ments or consignments of grain to any member or members of the Exchange

.."97 According to Partridge the antipathy of the Exghénge was

™t

clearly motivated by other reasons. . , ( Y iy

I may say that. it is my firm conviction that it was not the .
charge that was the trouble but the fact that this co-operative
method, and this method of ‘establishing a company of our own _
was inducing shipments of grain, increasing the amount of con- . .J
signed grain and grain sold on track, and for that reason it '
was prejudicial to the:elevator and milling interests, and to
that alone we owed the hostility of the Exchange.98

Partridge refuéed to volunteer informatiom to”the Council; and
when questioned as to the method of dividing C.G.G.C. ﬁrofits, replied
that "thé relationships that existed betwee% members of the Company or
their_arrangements for division of profitﬁ‘was not a matter of concern

"té ahybody but ourselves." He conteﬁ@ed that the by-laws dealt bnly
with the’Compﬁny's dealings with othef bodies, not internal matters,
and refusedrto admit authorship of the Company ‘circulars.99 Partridge.
was especially incensed by tﬁe muzzlihg effect’ of Exchange by-laws,
whichv"tendg té bar against violent criticism of‘tﬂe rules :';;.2

If one interest in the Exchange is stronger than:the ofhgré

it follows that those‘other intérests may be constantly weakened
and handicapped by-the perpetuation of rules which tend to eli-
miﬂ%te them, and they are constantly in jeopardy of losing their

. J
———
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membership; losing the pr1v11ege they enjoy as' traders, and
even losing their money invested. 100 ‘ :
In the face of Partr1dge s intransigence, the following
& \’- \
morning, 24 October saw the G.G. G C. directorate "posted in the

(Exchange) Board-room ‘as having been suspended . . ..W Partridge

-

compla1ned that this was done "without the courtesy of viving the

"24 hour notice wh1ch is required under the rules of the by-laws."

\
Partridge and Alexander McIntyre Blackburn approeached several mem-
bers of the Excharge to see whether they might '"make trades upon the
old basis, and we. found we- Were not to be perm1tted to make trades."101

A M. Blackburn the company manager, was a noted flgure at this time,

“ Born in Paisley, Ontarlo he moved to-Manitoba in 1879. He began his

career as a storé manager "and was noted as a marksman,.entering com-
petitlons "as a tyro" in 1903, He won places on the Bisley team be—’h
tween 1906 and 1908 "but did not go to England in 1907." 1In 1909 he

won a Prinééyof Wales cun'at Bisley, carrying off eleven first prizes
including’the Wingroye C?ﬁfloz Partridge and Blackbur: became a welliﬁ
known team.of‘agitators. They.quickly began efforta to break the boy-
cott against the G.G.G.C.»ﬁarfridge wrote that "the survivors of the
competitive system who compose the trusts are usually the most unscru-

pulous of their class, In high f1nance 1t is not generally 'the sur-

vival of the fittest-' but the survival of the meanest."!03

‘ Early in 1907 Partr1dge entered. the p011t1ca1 debate more

'dlrectly In February 1906 the S.G.G.A. convention, of which Partridge

was' a member of the nominating and resolutions committees, had called

for the federal government to set up a royal commission to investigate

. -
7
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the grain trade.lo4 On the other hand, in his farewell address to

the S.G.G.A., before entering the provincial Liberal cabinet,

Motherwell described a bright future for Western development inau-

gurated by the establishment of two Liberal-dominated provincial

governments. He lauded the extension of three railways into the

west and the_''welcome and timely reduction in freight rates."

Motherwell had reprgsénted the S.G.G.A. at the recent Tariff Commis-

sion sittings in Regina, and felt progress had been made in promoting

tariff restrictions to favor agricultural interest.lo5 Such advances

_were inadequate for Partridge however. By early 1907 he concluded

that the G.G.G.C. )

" will never be secure, therefore, until adequate transportation
facilities are supplied by the Railways and sufficient storage
facilities under government ownership and supervision are pro- - 7
vided by the Legislatures of Bge various Provinces at both s
e . - 1 ‘
initial and terminal points.

This was, in effect, the Partridge.Plan as it would be instituted in

Manitoba.

\

'Preliminary ftages in fhe promofipn of the Partridge Plan in-
volved strong poli#iﬁal pressure to be readmitted to, the Exchange.
On 8 November 1906 é;e G.G.G.C. add;éssed a letter of protest to the
Manitoba Attorney‘General. On 18 ﬁovember a ndn-cqmmitté} réply was
received from his Deputy. Following this political manoeuver the boy-
cott prqgressed from‘prohibifion of dealing with the G.G.G.C. at the:
customary one cent below Fort William prices, to the point'where mém-

bers were prohibited from dealing with them under any circumstances,

"so that a bill of lading bearing (G.G.G.C.) endorsation might be

1
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considered as not negotiable in the Cify ofVWinnipeg."107>

On 20 December the G.G.G.C. Board of Directors addressed an
urgent petition'to Premior Roblin, asking that he "invoke (his) in-

ferference in our behalf" in the "struggle for freedom from the

108

exactions of the organized grain trade . At about this

s

time the Vidette noted that elevators were full and grain cars were

109

‘limited. "That's a blockade!™ This condition, coupled with

"frelght manlpulatlons" by large dealers, led to elevator operators
being able to buy wheat from . two to ten cents per bushel below Fort

William prices."110 - By September 1906‘Tom,Partridge, David Railton

and ‘A. J. Quigley were all managing farmer elevators in Sihtaluta,111

/

Such elevators were integrated into the supply system’deVeloping around

the G.G.G.C., but their growth throughout the'west was inadequate to

~.

overcome the f1nanc1a1 problems faced by the company. - By the end of"

<

1906 ovef a half m11110n bushels con51gned to 1t were accumulatlng,

and~cost1ng storage fees and interest charges-"with very little hope

of being haﬁdled at a profit . . ."11? The e;pulsion from trading

.pr1V11eges Tesulted in a net overdraft.of $365,000 w1th the Bank of

British North America by thls date. ~Partridge, Kennedy and Spencer

were requlred to secure th1s amount by personal bond. 13‘

The practical. effect of (the expulsion) is that they must
look ent1re1y to the 01d Country or Eastern buyers or Exporters .
‘located in the East for a market and this curtailment of their
K‘market is at t?f4momentrmost seriously threatenlng their finan-
- cial position. '

The G.G.G.C. reminded Roblin that he héd{s?ated that many rules and

by-laws of theé Grain Exchange .were in restraint of trade, and that a



121

two—thin& majority.vote in a council coﬁposed of fourteen men céuld
cut~§ff‘an important company ''from trading relations with a,%hole'.
body of the Grain trade West of the Great Lakes." in 1906 petition
ended with a political fhreaf which wouid be taken seriously bf two
proVincial‘governments and the %ederal parties as well dufiﬁg the

- next five years.

Should you not see your way clear to take such action as
will lead to our jimmediate re-instatement and the elimination
of such rules as would leave us in constant jeopardy of being

. again suspended we will perforce have to discontinue trading .
-~ operations and devote our whole energy to the task of invoking
the aid.of all members of the Legislature, Municipal bodies,
both. town and country, Farmers' Institutes, Agricultural So-

cieties, Rural Boards of \trade, Grain Growers' Associations
and representative men everywhere throughout the Province to
extinguish by Legislative means this monstrous interference
with the freedom of trade and commerce and this organized:
.attempt to prevent the producers of a commodity from employing
enlightened methods for the marketing of the same. 15

The probi;ms faced by the C.G.G.C. finally eliéited suppoft
from several quarters. The Scottish Co-operative Wholesale Séciety
broke the bbycott and traded with the'fa:mers',compan&, purchasing
suEstantial émounts df grain}at:the regﬁlar commission raté.',This
saved the G.G.G.C. for the short term.l‘16 ‘In'addifion the M.G;G.A;

‘made representations to the Manitobaggovernment; gave evidence before
- A -

the Miller Royal Commission in 1906,§and laid ‘a charge against the

Exchange.117 The M.G.G.A. criticized the Exchange before the Manitoba

house committee on agriculture. To resolve. the problem, Roblin con-~

J

vened a conference where all parties argued their case. W. L. Morton
notes. that to "the will of the farming community, thus expressed by
an d:ganization>no political party could match, the Roblin government

‘and both political parties gave instant and respectfulvheed}"llsl The
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M.G.G. A also testlfled before the Miller Comm1551on 119 Evidence

from this test1mpny led the crown to prosecute several members of

Ay

uthe Exchange on charges of having "unlawfully con5p1red comblned or

arranged with each other, to restrain or 1n3ure trade or commerce
/
in relation to grain. n120 . .

The G.G.G.C. was reinstated in the Exchange on 27 April 1908
following several maJor concessions whic constltuted a setback for
i Partridge personally. EConvinced that the provisions'for co-Operatlve
distrlbutlon of profits was contrary to the Manitoba J01nt Stock

Companles' Act this, aspect of the1r ; ganization was dropped, and
distribution of net proflts to. shareholders’ subst1tuted 121 on

17 April 1907 Roblin had threatened to ca11 a spec1a1 session of

oD

the Leglslature to amend the Exchange jharter. It was not necessary

to call an .election on this issue aloqe, however, and his government

e
P

passed legislation forcing‘the rescinding of clause 19, the "anti-
co-operatlve clause " desplte threats by the Grain Exchange to move
to Fort William. This was clearly "an. early and clear 1nd1cat10n of

,the power of the organ1zed farmers and of the1r 1nf1uence on govern-

'ment."»'123 ‘The Exchange was eventually exonerated by the M111er Com-

mission, which concluded that "The work of the Gra1n ‘Exchange in esta-

blishing and systemat121ng a market:u1W1nn1peg for the handllng of_the

crops of the West has been a great benefit to the country.' w124 Its-

' cr1t1c1sms were relatlvely minax,; although several minor charges re-

sulted. from evidence gathered by the Comm1ss1on. However, the Rob11n

government by threatenlng res1gnat1on, pushed 1ts bill through. Thls
, .
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forced the Exchange out of existence on 26 February, with trading

being conducted on the-cufb.;zs In September 1908 it reopened as an

unincorporated voluntary association.

]

¢ ! .
When the G.G.G.C, was reinstated in the Exchange, it was under -
VA oo , o
the condition that its seat'not”be held'in‘Partridge's name. This -

theacompany refused, but w1th the reorganlzatlon -of the company in

1

1907, Partridge refused to run for the pre51dency for a second term.
S. M. LipSet'describeé this series of events'a§ typieal.

The replacement of the aggre551ve fighting leader by a more
conservative bureaucratic type is characteristic in organiza-
tions such as trade-unions, political movements and co-opera-
tives. ' Partridge's career was peculiar only in the fact that
he consciously recognlzeg the pressure. for such change and

6
stepped down willingly.

- The man Partrldge chose to succeed him was T. A. Crerar. A

fellow homesteader teacher and grain buyer, Crerar had 1mpressed

Partridge with hlsenthuslagnfor the cooperatlve 1dea1 127 Crerar

would soon assume leadership of the G.G.G.C. and take it in direCtions“

which Partrldge dlsapproved of, culmlnatlng in the acrlmonlous feud
_ v
of 1912 when Crerar would denounce Partrldge as.a divisive influence

within'the company In 1907 however, Partrldge was pleased to turn o
over the leadershlp of the bu51ness admlnlstratlon to Crerar. o -

o

In the faIl of 1907 Partrldge suffered the first of numerous

qpersonal tragedies-which would'restrict the effectiveness of his pub11c
' ’ ' ' /' .

-

career. While operating a binder on his farm, a runaway team caused
an accident in which he fell beneath the cuftingFRnife, lacerating
his. rlght leg very severely; -Although efforts were made to séve'the'

leg, it was amputated. Partrldge had to ‘wear "an art1£1C1a1 cork leg"
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-after'this.lzs//The winter of 1906-5%?7 had been a long,.very bitter

winter, filled W1th f1nanc1a1 worrlesﬂ\and p011t1ca1 agitation, its.

p
cold the most severe in decades.129 During the w1nter of 1907-1908

“Partridge necessarlly spent’more t1me ‘on| his farm. He-followed the
fortunes of his brothers' curdlng club In. January 1907 Ira Partr1dge

had led the local club to win the Grand Challenge and Saskatchewan

Cup at the Royal Caledon1an Curling Club's annual bonsp1e1 130 They

. were well- known locally, and Partrldge could follow thelr progress
L/
with interest. _ The Partrldge s had a stone house 1n Sintaluta by
\
thls time, and here he would have cont1nued\to wrlte and study, carry

on his corréspondence, and prepare for the next major political cru-

-

sade the pressure to have a government-owned system of 11ne elevators

“and term1nals 1n1t1ated in Man1toba and Saskatchewan 131
s -

“~

\s 0 B
8 S S ~“‘ g

Between 1907 and 1911 the Partridge Plan for government own-

.ership~of line and terminal elevators was, with the perenn1a1 tariff
Cvdebate, the most potent pol1t1ca1 issue in weftern Canada. Such a
system of government owned fac111t1es was brlefly 1nst1tuted in
 Manitoba in‘response to agrarlan ag1tat1on. A s1m11ar scheme was re-
S'Jected by Saskatchewan, but the creation of the Saskatchewan Co- opera—

tive Elevater Company in 1911 was a direct outgrowth of the Partridge

Plan.
-~ Vernch Fowké argues that agtrarian power varied in Canadian
history "in proportion to the contribution which agriculture could make

[
/
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.at any given time, to the cause of commerce, finance, and industry."132

By 1907 the western wheat farmer was in a Z?s1t1on, due to several
N

decades of p011t1ca1 development to make a definite imprint upon
- the polit1ca1 institutions which had formerly stood w1th1n a com-

'

pletely colonial relat1onsh1p to them. This was due partly to the

fact that the National Policy 'was not only tolerar f but primarily

dependent upon immigration and agric'ulturalr:policy.’133 "he pﬂilo-

sophy.behind this policy was characterized by "a persistent disregard

of the competitive inferiority of §gricuiture,within the price sysggm."134
’ -Y.:i A

Fowke makes the followimg bleak assessment of the effectiveness of
radical agrarian agitation. ‘ :

The history of the National Policy stands as a measure of
the ability of Canadian, and particularly western Canadian,
farmers to influence governmental policy. From 1879 to 1930 :
the’National Policy prevailed without significant modification.
Agrarian opposition to this policy reached peaks of strength
from 1907 to 1911, and again in the ea#ly nineteen-twenties.
‘Each time agrarian poll%*;allstrength was insufficient to se-
cure more ‘than alterfiativ \satlsfactlon

©
\

~ The cdlonial nature of ‘Western Canada s relationship to the

0

_prevalent economic structure was responsible for the ultimate failure
of the Parfriﬂge Plan. The endency .was reiﬁforced,by the myth/of;
seif-eufficiency, which worke again;t implememtafign;ofﬂfhe teo
"radical," or sodialistic,.pr poeale.136 Allan Smith makes the

Y o
fOllOWlng observation. | N

Language 1ncon51stent with the nature of the reallﬁy 1t
claimed to be describing was, in fact, used frequently on
the frontier. Developments there wh1ch were primarily the
result of carefully co-ordinated corporate activity were re- . -
gularly offerred f§7proof of what strong men acting 1nd1v1dua11y

-could accomp11sh ,
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Fowke calls this one of the most "persistent" myths in Canadian
history.138 . : | o
Indeed, Edward Partri&ge exemplifies this tendency. In retro-
’ i :
spect, his efforts are offered as proof of the si%ple'product of a
Turnerian frbntier, bringing the "interests" to their knees,'aibgjt

briefly. As Lipset notes, "In the newly settled, loosely structured,

society of the West with its numerous unsolved economic and social

,,139

problems, a man with ideas could conmand a hearing Moorhouse,

J

Nesbitt and Boyd put forward this view as well. However, the reality

- eventoally ootweighed the myth. The:basically conservatiVe, EEEEE.
bourgeois values of_the,Saekat%hewan farmers would not be outraged
"by massive corporate undertakinge.by the agricoltural community, as
long as they were not explicitly 1deolpg1ca1 Partridge's explicit
mode111ng of the G.G.G.C. and the Partrldge Plan upon the combines
wrought by '"the ArmoursznniRpckefellers" may have rankled. The Manitoba
government's 1nvolvements rubhed in the contrast between myth and |
:eallty Two contending trends thus met in the Partridge Plan, and the
agrarlan myth won-out in 1911.' The Saskatchewan Co—operative Elevator'
Conpany retained much of the desired substance, while retaining little

} of the offens1ve image of government ownersh1p Partr1dge s outspoken

campalgn failed to accommodate the subtlet1es of this w1despread am-

]blvalence. However, the struggle-for implementation of the Partridge,i v

Plan represented the peak of his pnblic career; whéﬁ?i was discre-,

dlted by poor bu51ness managemgnt, in Manltoba, and. the provincial

elevators were acqu1red by the G G.G. C., it marked the end of Partridge's

&



127

™

effectiveness as an organizer. His efforts would be largely as
5pokesman for the agrarian myth which had in a sense destroyed his

major undertaking.
VII

In early 1907 Partridge began to weary of the constant pres-
sure) He complained to a friend that '"a greater pert of the burden
of a struggling company which it was hoped would be the'heans to a
"very importart end has rested on me for the last four months." In-
additron to fhe'problems of the boycott, Partridge was losing support
a;ong delegates ‘to the S.G.G.A.,>en area which he hoped tS tréﬁgform
_into a strong base for hrs sweeping E%ﬁns.

At the sixth amnual 5.G.G.A. convention in Febrﬁary,»1907,
Partridge still wielded influence as one of the first direcrors when
the executive board was e7panded. Sintaluta sent five deIegates,",
E. A. Partridge, H. O. Pa#tridge, Al Quigley, H. T. Smith and James .
Ewart. Tﬁis was . more thaﬁ either Regina'or Moose Jaw. Sintaluta, as

|

one of the most heav11y represented of the forty-six S.G.G.A. locals,.
f

' exerted constant pressurﬁ for implementation of militant policies;

ler, as M.G.G.A. representative, set the
. - \ -
remarks;

\
this 01ty (Reglna) is the seat of your
Legislature but ‘in my dpinion- this Association is the more im-
portant parliament of the two, and if_the farmers of this
‘country go on as they haye been |doing they will be the real
rulers of this country. Whatevér laws the farmers wanted the
Leglslature would be forc d to pass. But we must not be hasty.
We are only seeking - getxour rights, tha} }s all we ask and

by being careful we should‘get o*r rights.

The G.G.G.C.'s William Mi
tone of the meeting in-hi

I uhderstand'that

— P Y [
; ‘ o |
| \\‘
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E. N. H0pk1n5142 described the hardships of a grain blockade and coal

/ : . L
famine which was affecting the west. When it was moved that oil and

v

coal fields should be government-controlled "in the interests of the

people" to alleviate the situation in future, Partridge rose to ad-
: \ °

dress the issue.

Coal has been created by God for the use of his people,
and a man should make no apology for trying to defend his
heritage. I am a joint heir and every man is in that natur-
al resource of this country. The question at the present
time is what is our duty towards the ownership of the coal
lands. Would it not be practicable to place the operation
"of these mines in the hands. of the Dominion Government. I
think it would be taking it too far away from our interests,
I would suggest that the local government should acquire a

-— portion of this'domain and operate it on behalf of the people
of this Province . . .. Now it does not appear to me that it
would be a very costly experiment . . .. Anywaylig would prove
a good object lession of tremendous value . . ..

. !

A resolution to have the government build coal sheds through-

out Saskatchewan, was amended at Partridge's insistence to read ''com-

pelled" rather than "asked." To this F. W. Green, S5.G.G.A. Secretary,
cautioned Partridge, however, that ''it would be wise to be careful;

do not let the hares run away. Ask for thdée things you will‘likely

144
get.': o)

This cautious attitude characterized?the S.G.G.A. meeting

:generally Hopk1ns suggested that the dellberat1ons of the convention

should "be based on the principles of rlghf/and fairness to all" and
-

called for group solldarlty backed by a "well organ1zed public senti-

ment in order to give effect to the concTuglons we arrive at."
: As farmers we have rights and theéy must not be sacrificed.
. At the,same time it must not be forgotten that our system of
party ahd” ‘popular Government is the result of compromise and = _ .
concession. Its policy is the Smbodlment of the averag//ﬁlew :
of the majority of the voters.! -

[
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\ . “
”Hopkins was speaking of the S$.G.G.A., not the individual, or collec-

tive, farmer, when he concluded by saying "Self-preservation is the

first law of Nature."146 When one delegate protested that the "coal

resolution" did not go far enough, another replied that while there

was a growing sentiment for government ownership of railways; "I do

not consider that the time is ripe for that sort of thing, and I do
not believe that the Government would undertake to do such a thing.

' We have always made it a practice to be moderate and ask for what

v o ,
we can get."147 On virtually every resolution the Partridges pressed

n
for more extreme statements. When a Reginacdelegate suggested the
railways be.forced to provide cars for "a responsible shipper" within

six days, H. 0. Partridge g!%ected that "the last speaker does not

go far eﬁough'ye;; I think that the railwdy company shode be com-

pelled to haulﬁa car a certain distance every day." He added his

148

support for the more aggressive M.G.G.A. demands. ?uoh recurrent

divergence of opinion led to most resolutions being referred to com~
‘mittee. When a resolution to force the rallways to bu11d elevators

at po1nts requiring storage was referred to comm1ttee, Partrldge was

]
»

~ outraged by the manner in which it was done.

'Mr. Partridge: I would suggest that this resolution be
referred to twelve persons interested who live near these
small stations . . .

Mr., (William) Lennox: Name the committee.
A number of delegates here rose to their feet and as fast.as
they did so the President moved them to act on the committee.
) Mr. Partridge: I think this matter one of vital 1mp0£19
tance, and I thin} you Mr. President have been too hasty.

Resolutlon 14, 21 February 1907, which covered the essentlal

points of the Partrldge Plan, called for government control of all
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terminal elevators, operated by a government Commission, the Railway

Commission and the S.G.G.A., "the whole cost to be borne by the

150 Partridge argued at length in favour of the plan.

grain trade."
I think it is a sinister thing for private loncerns to

obtain control of terminal elevators. The province should
take the initial steps to provide an internal system of
elevators. If adequate storage facilities were provided at
all points, where a farmer could deliver his grain so that
he would be able to finance g?on it . . . he ¢ rtainly
would be greatly benefited,l ’///9

Objections were raised by A. Hamilton and ih’f; Sanderson, two IndSan

Head delegates loyal to Motherwell and the Liberal party. F. W.

¥

Green supported the plan. Following much heated debét% on the details
of the proposal the resolution was passed. H. O. Partridge suggested
that the Saskatchewan government be requested to provide a committee

to discuss internal elevators with the S.G.G.A. The resolupion was

1

thus passed‘éyer strong bbjections, but in 1907 there was substantial

-

S

'grass roots support within the é.G.G,A. for the Partridge plan.

When HOpkins addressed Regina City Council at a banduet, 20
February 1907, he spoke of the enthusiastic optimism still prévalent
throughout the west. Describing the future in optimistic térms, he

Q
counselled ‘¢aution. \‘h -
' ~
‘We are told that we are the last Great West; that this is

the very last chance that the old Anglo:Saxon race will have
to build a great nation out of an undevelopéd cquntry. We are
‘on the threshold of great developments. We have a better
chance than-any other people ever had, because we have more
history behind us. Our opportunities are great and our Trespon-

sibility is correspondingly great,l g ok

SN
o

e . P2 ' N s .
“Partridge's more. radical, non-partisan approach would prove increasingly

unacceptable to this staid parliéﬁentary, party-oriented approach to

.
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. see that the whole idea.is based upon .a wrong assumptlon ..
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agrarian reform. '

™.

o VIII. - , o /

From the beginning the Partridge Plan had powerful enemies,in

the Liberal Cabinet. 1In January 1907 a farmer from Cupar, Saskatchewan
wrote to Hl\féh:o:herwell about plans to build a farmers' elevator.
Fearing that the Partridge Plan would render such elevators obsolete

by going into direct competition with them, under government super-

_v1s1on he asked Motherwell whether the Saskatchewan government had a

plan to 1n1t1ate the scheme He‘C1ted strong speeches in favor of the
progect by J. W. Robson, M.P, P. for Swan River in the Manitoba House

as reason for his -concern. Motherwell rep11ed that he was "diametrically"
. : - .
opposed" to the Partridge Plan, ridiculing it as dependent -upon uncer-

tain action which western provinces '"may or may not take." "Noting that
' _ . -"1 . . .

all western grain trade was regulated by the federal department of
trade and commerce, he criticized 'Mr. Partridge's scheme' as being

. . . evolved from start to flnlsh without any reference what-

. ever as to whether the Department of Trade -and Commerce would
- -wput officiald inspectors and weighing masters in the proposed
~elevators. You will note also the.very simple manner in which
it is: proposed to get the wheat shipped out of these elevators.
That also is dependent upon something that may or may not
occur- - some amendments that may or may not be made to the
Grain ‘Act. . : 4 ‘ .

In conclusion Motherwell“dismissed Partridge oﬁt of hand. "You can

153

.\

It gas, however, Partrldge s 1ntent10n to change bu51ness -government

relatlonshlps, and overcome the 1nherent ﬁassumptlons"mof the existing

~system. Motherwell's politicai conseryatism.and‘Partridge‘s innovative

PN ’
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approach are clearly contrasted here.

. Two days later Motherwell had second thoughts. Assessing the
., )

growing popularlty;of’the Partridge Plan among his agricultural con-

» stituents, he gave?his permission to have the letter read at a meeting,
_ K

"but I do not deslre it for publ1cat10n . . .F154 Thenceforth

Motherwell's antagonlsm was moderated by political acumen.

[l

Motherwell appears to have taken every opportunity to criticise
the G.G.G.Cj; quesfioning in November 1907 '"how any well informed per-

son is justified in expectlng any more from them than from any other

.
N

™~
\\\\\Erainjcompany or any other member of the Grain Exchange." He coun-

selled\faution to A. Shepherd from Rathwell, Manitoba, who had ex- -

;- Ly e s . . s
pressed his intention of forming a 'farmers' elevator association" to

export grain free of 'the monopoly Grain element (i.e. Grain Exchange).ﬂ,:f'

"It may p0551b1y be as-well to wait . . . before taking”aﬁy/definite

act1on along any line in the matter of any alleged grlevances ‘that may

exist."lssz'Although accus1ng Partridge of leading h1s followers into

" R / ——— -
:the wilderness, thls counsel to wait proved too much. "It-1s not _only

th1s year but it is every year the same and so it will remain until

theFarmersformulate some scheme that will bring about compet1t1on "
Shepherd replled. Motherwell had misread the denunciation of Partridge.
~Shepherd felt that even if the federal'governmenf

shoyld take over the terminals and operate them thlS will only
take away one limb from the octopus. I admit a very important
member Bgt it will st1ll leave the exporters masters of the
£3 1
field. :
. . X ) ‘ . .
Requests deluged Motherwell from as far away as Pincher Creek. Replies

always worked to undercut the Partridge plan.17
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IX

Against the resistance of the S.G.G.A. executive and Liberal
Cabinet, extending even to his_oid comrade-in-arms, Motherwell,

Partridge responded with a deluge of circulars and pamphlets. The
/ ' .
message was always essentially the same. ’

! The Company is working for the Government ownership of
elevators, both terminal and line, in order that you may store
your grain without having it at the mercy of dealers and spe-
culators and raise money on it before it is sold, so that you
may pay your more pressing debts in the Fall and hold for a
fair price, which is assured to you when the milling demand
becomes keen enough. We fling our wheat on the market now
in excess of the demand; at certain seasons of the year the
price goes down and the speculators load up with it, later on ;.
when thg wheat is out of the farmers' hands the price goes up.

'

Noting that farmers had sold grain by the wagon load, then let the
grain accumulate in elevatdrs, then built farmers' elevators-and shipped
by car load Partridge proclaimed the G.G.G.C. as "Nothlng radical,

just an evolution, keep1ng pace with the world's progress in other

fields." 159 Seeking t? iélieve concern over the pracficality of the

6.G.G.C
k

~ cluded’ that it had '"passed the experimeﬁtal stage. Nearly two and one-

half million bushels of gra1n were handled by it during last year."160

aroused by influential men and organizations, Partridge con-

A three page C1rcular was released deta111ng the means by which the
'4plan could be realized. Economy of scale would be achieved by use

of standafdized“conc;ete elevators. At poiptg with elevators, owners
coﬁld sell to the government or go.into competition with the government
elevator. Storage receipts could be used by farmers as collateral.

' Use of elevators for storage only "would eliminate any temptation to
o

- : » . . 7

g
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give light Qeights, take heavy-dockages, mis-grade . . ." When ship-
ment wes desired, a car would be provided within one week, or under a
proposed amendment to the Grain Act, the railway would be charged for
further storage occurring against the grain.1_6i -This was the plan
labelled "a n1ce fairy tale" by Motherwell.

On 16 July 1907 Partridge addressed the Annual Shareholders

»

Meeting in Winnipeg. Heavily laden with the rhetoric of the social

gospel, his talk ﬁost clearly'supporté'Richard Allen's contention that

"the social gospel and the ideology'ef the egrariah revolt coincided. 7162

0Of the selfish farmer who resisted pleas for co- operatlon, Partridge

; /

said.they were "chlldren of the same Inf1n1te Father, but with their

sp1r1tua1.consc1ousness not yet suff1c1ent1y developed to recognize

their(relatibnship‘either}to Him or to their fellow men."163' He

"called for the development among the western agricultural cthunity

for "race consciousness," the consciousness of "absolute solidarity

and complete'¢ommunityiof interest of the human race . . ." This he
e ’ : \

saw as a more exalted concept than class consciousnes$

. . . but it is only through the development of the latter that
the former can be attained.. Class consciousness is the evolu-
"tionary road to race consciousness. National conciousness is
an intermediate stage on the journey. 164 S

v

Looklng to the class- or1ented trade unions emerging 1nternat10na11y,

_ Partridge called for a "farmers' trade union." This could best be

' achieved by supbort for the G.G.G.C.165 *Private ownership ef“railways; .

. elevators and natural resources would have to be §emoved before the

farmer.could "enioy even to a moderate extent the fruit of his labour_."16§

Partridge looked forward to a time when farmers could strike by .

-
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Withholding their produce, own their own banking institutions and
assume their due position in Canadian society. His admonition was
!

for self-sacrifice.

A man is capable of communistic effort and self- sacr1f1ce
a hog is a rank individualist and utterly selfish.

John Ruskin was a man; Russell Sage was a hog. 167

In March Partridge had notified Crerar that a projected con-
ference to discuss his plans would be cancelled due to the federal
election campaign which>wou1d steal its thunder, and requested that
Crerar promote tbevplan for government ownership.168 Iu May be
suggested Crerar consider assuming responSibility_in the GTG.G.C. board
of directors. ’"In preparing to seVer my connection with the Compahy,
in_an official capacity at that time3 I have!been a good deal disturbed
as to personnel of the incoming,Directorate. We must have‘men'of vigor -
and determiuation with lots of injtiative and courage. "169 At. Partridge S
suggestion Crerar called a protest meeting of farmers' elevator opera-
tors.concerned by efforts of'the line elevators to squeeze them out of
ubh§&ness.l7q With the public recognition this attracted Crerar‘ once
more at Partridge s suggestion, attended an 1nforma1 d1rectors' meeting
feld the day before the annual convention in Winnipeg 17; Crerar was
Judged acceptable, and at the Convention‘the following day; Crerar
was elected President under Partridge's sponsorship. Although praised
higbly by the auditor for his business acumen, andAfor leading the
G.G.G.C. through a‘difficult period Partridge was mbre interested»in
what he con51dered "the educational aspects" of the Company 172

Partridge seem7 to have ant1C1pated the incipient impulses.
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toward organiiational conformity.. Having chosen a man he teit hedm
could~trust as his successor, he turned to other‘areas. Following

his farm accident in the fall of 19C” his reliance upon the pen as

' his chief instrument of influence increpsed. I~ December when he wrote
to Crerar, he noted that he was ""poor at gotting about yet, but I

- think you had better put me in charge of the Pub11c1ty and Intelllgence
Department. I could look after press notices, advertlslng, public

oplnlon moulding, etc. . e ."173

’

In 1908 agltatlod for the Partridge Plan, although checked: by
many forces in Saskatchewan began to gain acceptablllty in Manitoba.
In his home prov1nce Partridge was denounced as a "blatant demagogue"
by its premler, Walter'Scott 174 In Manltoba however, Rodmond Roblin
called a- meet1ng of the prairie premlers in May 1908 to dlSCUSS the
plan. Scott, like Motherwel}, kept his skept1c1sm regardlng the
.Partridge Plan to himeeif.175 This was undoubtediy based on ‘the ob-f\
-serwation that all three grain growers' associations had recently‘
‘voted vary1ng degrees of approval for the Partrldge Plan. These suc-
cesses had ‘been achleved through the actions of the Interprov1nc1a1

Counc11 of Gra1n Growers' and Farmers' ASSOClatlonS founded 1n 1907

To prepare for the meeting W. R. Martin asked Scott to send.

information en the question of government ownershlp » R

e

Motherwell sent nothlng to Martin, c1a1m1ng that "There is

no partlcular 11terature or mater1a1 avallable in Saskatchewan e

~ )

!



meetings, farmers were easily dissuaded from their former views.
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.. / . .
Ign¢ring Partridge's voluminous writings, he referred Martin to the

Department of Trade and Commerce for the report of the Royal Commis-
177 '
sion. Motherwell contended that amendments to the Grain Act in -

1908 had given grain growers "every safeguard and security in the

way of‘control'tﬁat government. ownership would give."

.- There are a certain number who will always kéep on clamoring
"\ for anything that savors of government ownership, apparently
- holding the view that without >ctual ownership there is no ade-
quate -control, but this is, t. .- mind, an entire-misapprehen- :
sion. : : -
Mothgrwell %ontended fhat ""this is'the opinion of practically everyone
e R ¥ - ' . ‘
familiar with the situation.

Under such influences the premiers took the position that
government ownership would create a government monopoly'and create
constitutional prleems by interfering with the jurisdiction of the
federal gbvernment.179»-This placed the responsibility for the issue

‘ 180 | |

‘on the federal government.”  This ploy by the provinces was generally

rejected by the graiﬁ,growers' associations.181 Motherwell'determined

to mount a strggk offensive "since Mr. Haultain is réported to have

" come out sfrongiy in favor bf government ownership of tefminal'ele-

vators;"'andbnoted that when "discuSsed impartially" at farmers'
| ' o ' | 182

fWhen‘he was deluged with petitiéns'frbm'grain'grOWers'“éssociations
::'supporting the Partridge Plan, Motherwell diplbmatically put them off

. by nofing "this matter is now being considered before the Agriculture

183

Committee . . .."

F. W. Green, Secretary of the S.G.G.A., added to the‘propléms:

ne
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of public acceptance faced by the Plan when he remarked that he was

"not wedded to the policy of Government- owned elevators . . Thls
.

statement before the Comm1ttee on Agriculture supports D. Spafford's

-thesis. that in Saskatchewan "farmers' advocacy of-public ownership

gives the impression of being < . . less a reflex of collectivist
doctrlne than the calculated tact1c of a pressure group. ni84. Green

added to hls original statement that "the 51tuat10n is such as to

warrant someactlon be1ng taken aiong some lines that would help to

meet the situation . ., .v

. . . and even if that report. does not favour Government -owned
+ elevators. there may be other ways whereby the Government can

assist in such a manner as to bring about a betterment of
‘condltlons. 85 © s “

XI

Partrldge rema1ned a dlrector of the G.G.G.C. un.Hl 1911 and

ma1nta1ned 1nterm1ttent relatlons w1th the S. G ‘G.A. unt11 hlS death

)

us1ng it as a platform and soundlng board for hrs ideas. At this time

’ he was "w1de1y known as a social mlss1onary and a prophet of" economic

Just1ce for the farmer and the work1ngman n186 It was natural that he

'should be chosen to voice the often’ 1nart1cu1ate frustratlon of‘hesternyja

/

' farmers in the face of 1ncrea51ng1y monopollstlc control of local

storage and handllng faC111t1es Parmers noted the seemlngly erratic
arb1trary prlces offered by local elevators. A. Rotstein notes that

iprice spreads between local elevators and the Winnipeg price seemed

,unJustlflably hlgh and the control of . these elements - .. appeared

!

ent1rely out of the1r hands."187 At the same time, ""protests and
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arguments of the farmers about their plight were often groping and
misplaced, and tended to be dismissed by‘those better versed in the "
SRR ; b

refinements of economic theory."188

Partridge could articulate these
views brilliantly, offering homespun analogies to illustrate his eco- -
nemic points. He offenediattractive'economic arguments to support
his Plan. "The Government system can be administered with less than
;one—half the.tak that is now put on the grain, under the present/
Sys;em.";sg Use of storage receipts:as collateral was an attractive
idea as well.‘ _ o ‘ . “oy
During»iQOS the G.G.G.C. faced increased financial problems
when';he.Bank of'British North America notified the Compa’ v of its
- intention to‘close out their,account.‘ Having just heen reinstafed on
the Graln Exchange,.and with a good crop to sell this seemed like a -
new attempt to destroy the G G.G.C. However W. H. Machaffle, ‘the |
wlnnlpeg manager‘df the Bank of Br1t1sh North America, sw1tched fb the
Home. Bank and sought the G.G.G.C. account. In 1909 Edward Henry,
Thomas and Ralph Partrldge were maJor sharehoiders in the bank 190

" Crerar warned Col. James“Mason general manager of the Home Bank

that Partrldge was to visit Toronto to promote "a theory of h1s own
' 191

respect-to the open1ng of Branch Banks." Crerar was quick to-

SSOC1ate the G. G G.C. from Partridge's plans to exerc1se more
d;rect,1nf1uence over the running of the bank. "It is not the purpose
of the Board of Control to Mstruct the Bank how to run its business."192

Desp1te f1nanC1al problems and rea11gnment the fight against the

Grain Exchange prov1ded effect1ve pub11c1ty The grain con51gnments
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of the G.G.G.C. were doubled to five million bushels in the second

year, and shareholders increased from'less than four hundred to nearly

three thousand by 1908.'193

In 1908 money was available for a substantial "educational
campaign' as well. ‘This new fund covered printed material promoting

the Pértfidgé plan. In his annual report the auditor noted that

)

" "whilesnot immediately revenue producing" the campaign was of great
benefit to the farming commun%ty.

The seed thus sown wifll surely produce an abundant harvest
in vastly improved conditfions, and is a faithful attempt to
 attain to one of the ideals which the founders of the Company

" had in view . . . a systematic dissemination or diffusion of
clear and definite inforpation relative to farm life, and an
attempt to plac~ th. farmer in his rightful position, the .
equal at least £ those.in othefgxalks of life, in intelli-
gence, in hope. and in omfort. *

In his presidential address Crerar warned that farmefg\ﬁeie.becoming
dispirited, and many considered the G.G.G.C. "as the Company of a few
“men who happen to be at the|head of it rather than "a great co-opera-
tive mofement‘of their clasp L ..."195 .Crerar also warned tha& in

order to'grow‘the G;Cigjé. 'will require:to be'ﬁighly ofganized!"

Such organization, hoﬁeveg, should not be unduly militanfi "In the

mad, debasing struggle for raterial riches and pleasure, which is so

characteristic of our age, we often neglect and let go to decay the
finer and higher side of our nature . ..."19§ !

' The yéar.1908 marked a yéar of business success ané bureau-
cratic cénsolidation for the G.G.G.C. In th#t year busheis of grain.
‘handled by ‘the 6.6.6.C. doublgd; rising from two and one-half m¥i1lion
to fivé million. . Shg;es‘rose from 1,853 to 2;932, and paid upycapital
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almost doubled. This was indicative of future successes. By 1911

the G.G.G.C. handled 18,845,306 bushels of grain, and boasted’l1,785
shareholders; subscribed capital exceeded 615 million dollars.197.

'During this Qear Partridge was instrumental in'establishing the in-

fluential Grain Growers' Guide, which quickly became the foremost
o
198

poliiical Qoice of western aérarian discontenf. In.additidn he

| céntinued to promﬁte a scheme whereby the financial ﬁtructures of

the various grain growers' organizations would be amalgémated to allow
more efficieni, farmerQowhed banking institutions to evolve under
grain growers' guidance.199 ﬁartridge was still advocatiné\direct
‘political iﬁfluence upon politicai parties, although this me;'with
widespread resistance. R. C. Sanderson wroté to,Partridge fhat he

saw no reason why the S.G.GiA.'"should-advocate'the~prinéiples-of a
party whiéh’practically means yours anyAmore thaﬁ the Grit or Tbry.
The mixing of poiitics;'commercialism; etcetera ha§ §hash¢@ every -
Asé}n that ever tried it in the past, and ours would be no exception g

-

to the rule."200 "At the S.G.G.A. Annual Convention of 1908 Partridge
'introd@ced a»sWeeping amandment t; a resolution which called fof a
compulsoiy.hail insﬁrance pian. Although H. 0. Partridée expressed
his apprehension about tﬁe iaea of a compulsory scheme, and felt. it
could bettef.be handled by local improvement district,mor.loéél or
muﬁicipal organiZétions, EdwardJParfridgé was as usual more radical.
His amendment called for "a tax of ali land in the proVihce and an
equivalent tax Qﬂ éll.othgé taxéble property,' the reason for the‘

clause being that increased prosper}ty for farmers resulted in greater




' 142

national prosperity generally, He favoured a plebiscite on this issue

201

at the next general election as well. Henry George, a signifi-

cant figure in the development of the Canadian social gospel mdvement,

and his theories regarding taxation, had obviously reached Partridge.202

T. A. Crerar was also strdngly influenced by George at this time.203
The conceptlpf a single tax was becoming increasingly popular in-re?
forﬁ circles by this.tdme, especially among aérarian reformists.204
While Partridge carried on his many causes from numerou;.plat—
forms, his company replaced.cash dividends with stock dividends, a
further divergence from the pure co-operative ideal envisioned‘by him.zo5
However, he made further prOgIGSS in promotlng ‘the Partrldge
Plan during this perlod Inﬁlgbj H. 0. Partridge and F. W.’ Greenfhad
travelled to Ottawa as delegates for the S.G.G.A. This delegation
" offered proof of the existence of a ‘lumber combine and’ recelved govern-
ment assurances that action would be taken to allev1ate the prbblem
Henry Partridge then saw Sydney Fisher, the Minister of Agriculture,
to discuss government control and operation of ihterhal-and térwinal
eleve;ors. The delegation received'a‘highly.faVOureble response from

1%

the Liberal cabinet although’its enthusiasm cooled rapidly following -

the delegatlon s departure . ' : SN

Sir R. Cartwrlght said if the people of the West are un1ted
that yours is- -the solution we would willingly put any amount of
millions of dollars in 15 The Hon. Mr. Flsher favored Mr.

06-
Partrldge S scheme .

Heartened by this apperent support the S.G.G.A. supported "the

most important reso;ution of the convention," a call for support of

‘the Partridge Plan,-by a large majority.zo? Similar resolutions were

st

g
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passed in Manitoba and Alberta. .The S.G.G.A. claimed that it liad . hope

for a federally-owned system, 'but unfortunately the representatives

of the Western provinces in the House of Commons are not numerous

-enough to commit the Dominion Government to such a scheme."208 The

system advocated was the equivalent of "a complete system of Farmers'

209 The ultimate goal wasg "a single Co-operative agency

Elevatoré.
representing the farmers' which would handle most grain, reducing the
Grain Exchange to a grade and sampievmarket. HeXe the farmers' repre-
sentatives could méet the milling representatives and exporters directly
. and make sale of rqal'grain without the presence of a o
speculative group and the frenzied activity of an option mar-

ket whgge little other than fictitious wheat ' is bought “and
sold. .

In April 1908 Partridge was among a delegatio?\of the Inter-

¢ . ) d .
provincial Council of Grain Growers which appeared before Sir Richard
Cartwright, Minister of Trade and Commerce, Stressirig that the dele-

gation represented "the most intelligent and articulate of the farm

?opulation," Partridge reiterated the general outline of the Partridge

Plan, along with a lengthy, detailed account of desired reforms in
grain trade regulation. 21!

In his testimony before Cartwright, Partridge had presseé :
for federally-owned terminal elevétors.f He closed his lengthy, and
sometimes emotional, iestimony by‘calfingmon the Laurier government

to acquire terminal elevators by lease or purchise in an effort to

.-

lower the difference between»streét and track prices. .
\ : _ - A
It is a matter of the utmost importance to us; our bread
and butter and the prosperity of our country depend upon it.
It is only the virgin fertilitxwof new land at a low price,
and the economical conditions under which we labour that '
| ( | ,

-
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enable us, as the f;rst settlers, to meet the situation in
that iguntry and we real1ze that we are simply holding our.
DWR.

The federal government rejected the I1.®.G6.G. program. 213 The

&
massive re51stance of representatives of .the Gra1n Exchange, C.P.R.,

R

' Bankers' Association, and o}her groups was credited with this result.

. - o : '

George Langley described the atmosphere at the hearing as hostile.‘214
. . L o~

More rigid inspection resulted from the delegation's efforts, but no

commitment was‘madevon the Partridge Plan.215 Hopkins felt-it hope-

ful that "they practically commit themselves tp;the principle; let

their preconceived difficulties be remov?d and the victory is ours.“ZIb

However, the original concept of the Partridge Pian was destroyed at

this confrontatlon, and thrown back upon the prov1nces At the Eighth‘
NG

Annual S.G.G. A Convention 1n 1909 Partrldge suggested that the I. C.G.G.
continue the struggle "after making a dignified rejoinder to the dis-
ingenuous reply of the premiers" who had recently absolved themselves
of respon51p111ty for the scheme.217 However,nancreas1ng resistance
to the Partiidgé Plan su;facedxat this convention.’ One delegate
. opposed government ownership by noting that "Mr. Partridge had built

218- L

up a fine castle, but the foundation was very weak.' ’1

-
- - S .

XII

In 1909 the polarization of opinion régarding the Partridge

Plan became more extreme. In March.the w°lse1§y News wérned Partridge

\
IS e

that he was "losing time." P01nt1ng to the development of the soc1al1st "

party in Br1t1sh Columb1a Manltoba and Ontarlo and the Comrades of

2
Sl
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Equity in Alberta, the editorial advised him to "have his class in-

terest:at heart . . .."

B
You might better flght in the opem as a socialist than spend oo
years making friends in the old parties. From the reports of
the Grain Growers' conventions all the farmers of this province
require is to ‘have socialism explained, to §i§n their support.
They are socialists now but do not know it.

‘ This newspaper concluded by advising Partridge to "organize the farmers T
. ; ‘ o

. 8
into a party. You will never gain your ends at the labor union halls
(Grain'Growers' Conventions) You must capture the 1eg1slat1ve halls. "220

v

,The Regina MornlngfLeader devoted an editorial to warnlng the farmers.

to remain non-partlsan. MAll true friends of the Grain Growers' Asso-

c1at1on will pray- to 'be. de11vered from such 'frlends' as The News and

221 ’

E. A. Partrldge," In fact Partrldge would promote esssentlally
\

socialisticqtheories in 1930 and 1931, and in his book A War.on

Povert .222“ In 1909 however, this was a misrepresentation of Partridge's
zoverty. _ ‘ P

[ /

'views, and it may have been deliberate as the party-affiliated news-

papers began to see in Partridge larger versions of.their own hopes
and fears.
In 1909 E. N. Hopkins, F. W. Green, E. A. Partridge and a press

cont1ngent undertook an '"auto tour" of Saskatcheqan " The Gra1n Growerc'

3

Guide boasted’ that 1t was a un1que method to promote the Partridge : -

Plan, "and 1t stamps Saskatchewan at once as one of the most progres-

sive provinces in the world "223 Between 4 October and 29 October the

tour followed a course through sixty v111ages and hamlets along the

Soo, Arcola, Pr1nce Albert and Outlook branch lines. Handbills covered
" " I ) .

,the‘country, and mass meetings were‘called.224 ‘Partridge disti. uished

. .‘ ‘ . . . . 4
. . . . kO

o . ’

t
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- Motherwell,
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—

himself by delivering a series of rousing, emotional speeches: Green

- remarked at one boint, "If any farmers can sit.quiet through your

speech, Partridge, I know it is no use for me to try to rouse them."

An observer noted that "Mr. Partridge stirs one deep down, and his

words are like a battle call."z25 S

At the organizational meeting for this tour Motherwell had

spoken, disapproving of Partridge's views. Partridge suggested far-

rd ? . - N v:r’]'.
mers ''would not get justice until they chose their own candidates b3

without machine interference,'" a view not likely to ‘be endorsed by
226 .

!

The demanGS.of the auto tour proved too much for Partridge's
intreasingly fragile health.. Following the loss of his leg in 1907,

a further<amputation was required the next year ""From then on one

of the haIlmarks of E. A Partrldge became-a heavy limp and a knotted

27

”black st1ck "€’ In late 1909 E. N. Hopkins, in. hlS last pre51dent1a1

address to the S. G G.A. 1nfonmed the delegates that Partrldge "had
to seek the sunny south in an endeavor to regaln his lost health and

strength " and concluded his address by hoping he wou1< :peedlly '

"be fully restored and be'enabled to return to us. n228

¢

It was durlng this perlod however, that J A. Maharg, C. A

o

Dunnlng and. J ‘B. Musselman rose to positions of prom1nence 1n the

S.G.G.A. All these men developed strong 11nks to- the provincial
Liberal government and to varylng degrees formed.astrong a111ance '

against Partrldge in- hls varlous crusades at the S.G.G.A. Convention

‘by 1920. Their rise to power transformed the S.G.G.A.'lnto a more
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29

' }noderate'body.2 Musselman and Maharg éubsequently reversed their -

stand to support a farmers' party in 1921 however.230 By 1916
Dunning was activély seeking a Liberal-farmer liaison, although

this was repudiated by the Grain Growers' Guide.231 The emérgeﬁce

of the cautious approach was complete by 1910-11, when the Saskatchewan
-~government and grain growers' associations were called'upon to decide

the fate of the Partridge Plan.

.

At a time when his presence was most needed at the S.G.G.A. .
Conventions, Partridge had to write from San Antonio. His letter was
entered into the minutes of 'the 1910 Convention.

“You will understand when I tell you that my general nervous
.condition is such that even the reading of the reports of what
is going on greatly upsets me. I underwent a complete reampu-
-tation of my leg. ‘I regret to say that it is not healing as
satisfactorily as I hoped for . . ..232

' Forced to follow the battle through mailed copils of the Grain Growers'
Guide and the Winnipeg neWSpéﬁers, Partridge nevertheless felt it his,
duty to‘rally the troops in the "Army of the Common Good." ‘To thels-

he foefed praise for helping to bfing‘in '""the Kingdom" which could
_/~ “only result from a sufficient number "seeking after righteousness,"
which he interpreted to mean wisdom. He warned that faterial pros-

-

‘perity meant little if it did not lead men to follow "the truths
enunciated in the Golden Rule and the Sermon on the Mount."

Our chief limitation as a class.is the latk of proper ideals
‘as to what environment, opportunities, interests and activities
are necessary to the leading of full and dignified lives. We so /
seldom remember that . . . we are children of the Eternal Father
-and as such co-heirs to 'all the possibilities and possessions of
an infinite Universe.  We lack dignity.- We give honor to those
who consume rather than to those who create. With the ballot
in our hands we bow down to those who stole our national heritage,

~
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and -are daily stealing'our opportunities to cherish our wives
and educate our children, under forms of law which outrage all
sense of human or divine justice in the mind of every-homest ™

thoughtful man. 233
T~

In this letter Partridge seems to have briefly backed away from his

earlier outspoken.criticisms. He counsélled that farmers' publica-

tions should ''suggest truths rather than enunciate them frankly lest

- the bitterist opposition come from those it was created to serve."234

However, despite his obvious cqncernlthat'the S.G.G.A. was about .to

w

betray his plan, Partridge suggested that it follow the lead of the
. \\“ ’ . .
more aggressive M.G.G.A. "as they have given much more time and study

to the problem in its present form than any of our own members, per-

haps myself-excluded]u235-

Partridge presentéd his political philosophy'in this letter as
concisély»as he ever "would.

- Education of our people, children and adults, in the truths
of economics and the duties of citizenship, the Initiative,
Referendum and Recall; Public Ownership of Public Utilities and
Natural Resources brought about largely by the Taxation of Land
Values . . . and the imposition of heavy and steeply graduated
succession dues, and possibly graduated income taxes as well,
to hasten the breaking up of fortunes Iarge enough to be a
ménace to good government - these are the means by which invol-
untary poverty and ignorance will be banished from the earth.

* Despite hi$ p1ea for 'support, -the moderate element led by
Motherwell led a strong resistance movement agaiﬂst S[G.G.A,.support.

George Langley led a counter-campaign. Resolutions favouring the Plan
: - . 237 T B - 2
were suc¢essful after a contenious debate.
. o : . .‘
- R N . : . ] " i .
When Partridge returned from San Antonio, he went back to live
orr his farm and to continue his prbpaganda efforts.| However, it was
R . . - - \ . .
necessary to hire a -man to help him run thg‘farm, dqplan complicated
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/
hy his offervof'a rather low rate of pay.-238 Partridge continued to
travel the'countryside accompanied by his sympathetic neighbors. This
year apparently saw a widespread campaign of newspaper attacks on the
Partrldge Plan still being promoted strenuously by '"the Ontarlo
239

group around Sintaluta."”

At the 1910 Convention Motherwell succeéded in having the
: . /

/

general thrust of delegateAOPinion detouredlby‘calling for a‘Royal
Commission to investigate the Partridge Plan.’ Under~the chairmanship
of Dr. Robert Magilllof Dalhousie University, and.also including F..
‘W. Green and George Langley of the S.G.G.A., this'Commission held
hearinés-throughout Saskatchewan. At Carlyle a man named'Neigh sug-

gested that the government prov1de money for a system of elevators,

but retraln from direct contrel This suggest1on was "'the f1rst germ

of the idea wh1ch later deve10ped into the co- operat1ve elevator
system ., ., .)’ The Mag111 Commission report recommended that the .
/
prov1nc1al government prOV1de elghty five per <ent of the money neces-
sary ‘to bu11d elevators at any point where farmers could provlde the
remalnlng flfteen percent | Th1s brllllant compromlse led to numerous
organ1zat10n meetlngs where shares were sold to farmers. In effect,

the Mag1ll Comm1551on killed the Partrldge Plan in Saskatchewan and

the Saskatchewan Co- operat1ve Elevator Company rose in 1ts place in

‘1911.2 240 | : . | | o

rl

In 1911 Partrldge returned to the Conventien to argue his case..

-

Not1ng the unanlmous support of the 5.G.G. A. in 1909 and 1910, Partridge )

cr1t1c12ed the Mag1ll Comn¥ssion.
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. Now I believe that there has been some misapprehension as
to the duty of the commission (recommended) by .the executive.
The executive appointed the commission to investigate the de-
tails of §overnment ownership and not to 1nvest1gate various

< “schemes. 2
When the Comm1551on recommendations passed in 1910 Partridge

acknowledged that "we who have lost have put up ‘a fight for which we
believed was right. We are in the m1nor1ty. We bow to the will of

\

the majority dnd will endeavour to work w1th them as we have against

, .-them," Partridge then voted against his or1g1na1 plan in order to

. - . 4 .
render a unanimous vote.2 2

It is clear however, that he felt that the delegates had been
manipulated'by an executive which did not represent their true feelings.
He moved that any candidate for director should be required

. . . to clearly- define his attitude towards- every question of
importance coming before the Convention to; ensure the election
of men whose views harmohize with the body of the Convention

and who therefore_can be relied upon to carry out the will of
the Convention. !

SR By this time however, the Plan‘had been discredited in Manitoba.
i

\ In 1909 ‘the . Roblin government had unilaterally 1nst1tuted the Partridge

Plan in its ba51c form under a comm1551on of administration in 1910,

L}

163 country elevators were aCQU1red and ten bu11t at a cost of over

one million dollars.244f By 1911 the system was exper1enc1ng severe

|

' financial setbacks.
When a comm1551on was established in Manitoba to investigate

T

the rapid failure of the new system, it brought in a strongly criticall
appraisal‘ .The Man1toba7E1evator Comm1551on was placed under D. W.

McQuaig, pre51dent of the M.G. G.A., who had spearheaded the campaign

o
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for government ownership in Manitoba. When the plan failed'diSasi '

- térously due to its efforts to compet

e with farmer elevators, the

grainxgrowers themselves were burdened w1th the responsibility.

When a commission was appointed to jnvestigate, its findings

demonstrated that

public ownership meant a continuing public liability.

Matt Snow, the Deputy Warehouse Comm1551oner at W1nn1peg

!
Motherwell about the report w1th a certain mal

. .

opener to the

people up here. The Opposition do not

wrote to

jcious.glee, that

. while 4t is not very complete jt is still quite an eye-

want to

admit it and are wiggling around in every direction to find
a way of escape from the jnevitable "conclusion the report and

‘Mr. McQuaig's

‘speech at Brandon p01nt\tof I am sure

the

Manitoba House will have a feast ahead of--them when they comé -

to deal with this matter

each local." There were already forty-s1x such locals.

,saw the system as

hav1ng "all the advantages of a line e

. By December 1911 Motherwell could report that the SasKatchewan Co-

operatlve Elevator CommlsSlon ""has got n1ce1y on its feet and 1is

he farmers 1n the vicinity of

Motherwell

levator, com- '

bined w1th the advantages of a farmers' elevator, with local 1oyal

ﬁupport and direct monetary a551stance S

Partrldge

247

LA

argued that the Manitoba bill, was weak"

had not been supported by the farmers and grain growers

Proper grading could not be done as there was 1nsuff1c1e

faults were found

Motherwel} dlsmls

,_;klckers - that “is

.along first class."

in the 1mp1ementatlon of his Plan 248

sed such cr1t1clsm. ‘"Of course there are always some

\to be exPected but in. the m

jn that it
in general."

nt power glven

to deal with small lots of graln sh1pped by 1nd1v1dua1 farmers. Other

However,

ain everythlng is g01ng

.

o
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/ﬁhapter Six: I
FINAL YEARS 1908-1931 l - o
. !

" E, A Partridge pursued a number of causes by.varlous means
following hlS removal from a p051t10n where he could directly in-
fluence the d1rect10n taken by the G.G.G. C or S. G G.A. The cautlous
approach to agrarian and polltlcal reform was- %e1nforced in Saskatchewan
after 1911 Dur1ng the 1911 federal election Walter Scott drew wha\
he considered the lesson of the fa11ed Partrldge Plan very clearly for
his audience. He noted that in 1909 "this was\the one great questlon

- before the graln'growers of Saskatchewan " but was now dead issue.

In 1908 Scott had been deluged by resolutlons from- v1rtua11y\\very

~._ S.G. G. A. local supporting Partrldge . Scott had expressed his’ be11ef\

that the conservat1sm of most Saskatchewan farmers could be counted
upon, howe\ter.3 ‘He had been adv1sed by Frank Moffatt not to take the
agltatlon at the 1909 S G.G. A convention in Weyburn too serlously
Moffatt felt that. "the better farmers are 0pposed to 'the Government
tak1ng thlS step, but the Convention seemed to be in the hands of agl-
h tators who were more 1nterested in the Graln Growers' Grain Company
than in the welfare of the farmer. nt In his 1911 speech therefore

Scott felt v1nd1cated when he drew unfavorable compar1son with the

v

‘ Conservatlve Rob11n Government

The Manxtoba Conservat1ve Government wlthout holding any -
inquiry into the matter, went in for Government ownership and
operation and spent an énormous sum of money buying old ele-
vators and building new ones. The Saskatchewan Government

- waited carefully. .
-

152
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The Manitoba Government said "We will take over the initial
elevators and operate them ourselves." The Scott Government
said "We will do better than that; we will let the farmers own
and operate their own elevators with the financial assistant of

"Government.'" Talk about direct legislation? The Saskatchewan
elevator system is a step ahead of direct legislation, it is
direct government by the people interested.

Having temporariiy diverted the populist uprising by 1911, the

established political parties and grain grewers‘groups in Saskatchewan

turned toward consolidating their positions. Within this context
Crerar also increasingly exemplified a more conciliatory approach.
Political support he wrote, *'cannot be secured by bully ragglng the :
Government or calling them names . . .”6 This phllosophy was 1ncreas—‘
ingly app11ed to the’ dea11ngs of the G. G.G.C. ‘as well. Most influen-
t1a1 fgrm leaders seemed to share George Edward's view that "the Co-
operative Elevator System was a great success frpm the very beg;nnlng;ﬂ
Rather than adyeceting sweepihg-social and poiitical changes, the G.G.G.C.
Qirectorate after 1908:tutned>m0re toward the demands_ef a growing
effice staff. In 1908 the Grain Exchaﬁge méved into hewer, larger
offices to be,hear'it.s iPértridge became increasingly eriticél of the

o

directions taken by thebpompany, and disagreements with Crerar became

-

more frequent. - . : o S , [ .

o The first of these occurred in 1908, a year marked y'business

/

success and bureaucratic consohdatmn for “the G. G@S C Within this

context Partrldge s brief, stormy ed1torsh1p of the Grain Growers' Guide

is understandable. .The role of educat1on was paramount for many far-

‘mer's organiiations. Guy Cyrenne concludes that the main aim of the

T.G.G.A. in 1901 "was to solve and to eliminate if possible the obstacles

N

0
pL
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_to profitable farmlng through a program of educatlng the farmer."

~Partr1dge first called for a farmers' organ at the 1904 convention.

After stepping down as G.G.G.C. president Partridge, dissatisfied with

coverage in the Farm and Ranch Review, found space for his company in

/

a small agriculiuralpapercalled Farm Crops. The idea of a farmers'
paper had been discussed at the foundingvconveutiondof the Interpro-
vincial Council:of Grain Growers.11 v
However, it was not unril 1908 that the G.G.G.C. was aole>to
establish'its own publication. Crerar originally suggested that ihe

company produce a journal modelled after that of the Teachers' Asso-.

ciation-.l2 Partrldge was app01nted provisional ed1tor in late 1907

- At this' time Partr1dge belleved in "an alliance and co- operatlon of

conad

-~ working" could take control of-the political parties so "the affairs -

where, to secure legislation in the common interest: . ." to this /

.Partridge's first and only editorial. This outlined the major points

all useful workers, whether in the field, factory, ‘mine, or .else-

end "education. in economics that would make plain the causes of the
unsatisfactory conditions surrounding the lines of the workers' was
fhe flrst step in this all1ance.) Educat1on necessarily preceded pOll-— %\\
t1ca1 actloﬁ - Eventually, through educatlon ""those who 11ve by '
13

of the Country could be administered in‘the interest of the workers."

v

In 1908 the first issue of the Grain Growers' Guide contained

<

" of his polltlcal phllosophy, including publlc ownershlp for a wide

._varlety of ut111t1es and services, as well as natural resources. He

. called for non-part1san pol1t1ca1 act1V1sm to secure agrarlan reforms.

CN . .
. )
- - . S

\\ ~

™
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He reiterated the higher goal of such activism.” "The soul is more
than the body; the life is more that meatﬁP What immediately caused

trouble for Partridge was his suggestion that "the leaders of the

the easing of anger and the bu11d1ng of business through loyalty to

an efficient service."” Partr1dge s phllosophy‘dld not suit '"the new
commerc1a1 attitudes of the company he had created. nls .
Partr1dge broke with Crerar and Kennedy over the issue of who

should publish the Guide. The G.G.G.C. exécutive felt the M.G.G.A.

f; should publish it. This organization would be more capable of ab-

sorbing anticipated iibel charges. Partrldge felt his company should

be respon51b1e for the ed1tor1a1 op1n10n He angrily handed in his .

re51gnat1on. Crerarhand Kennedy'contactpd Roderick McKenzie to re-

_place Partridge, apparen;iy\tq‘forestqll their,troublesomé editor from K\

changing his mind. When'Partridge\dig\change nis mind the~nexf day, . Mo
- N o , C e ,

~there was a new editor in charge of the\Grain Growers' Guide.

~.

Pértridgelcontinuea\to promote closer-relations wi;h_labour.
however, énd thiS-kept Crerar uneasy. . R. C. Sanderson had warned
Pértri&ge of dissatisfaction among e*growing number of grain growers;
not1ng that "mak1ng the Guide our official organ under its present
;’ - 'style of management wbuld be resented by.a part of our membersh1p ._.“;7”

-Desplte subh ﬁmxn1ngs Partr1dge continued to promote a liaison

>
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between farm and labour groups. In May 1909 Crefer'chaétiied'him'for
initiating new advances along thoee llnes, and accused(Partridge of |
m1slead1ng the G.G.G.C. directors into be11ev1ng these came origin-
ally from '"the Trades and Labor People,'" and that some labor-unlon

ﬂ& members ""had represented to you that a large section of the1r body
' was d1ssat15f1ed with the Voice." Crerar had to call®the edi;is of
the Voice, Arthur Puttee, to convince him the G.G.G.C. was notattempting

to undercut the Voiee.la- Puttee's philosophy was "an amalgam of

MaTxism and Christianity, populism and liberalism." He was an‘edvo-
_ cate of "gas and water socialism," arguing'that "publlc onnexehlpfes
an antidote to corporate monopoly had something of the sweetness of
liberty itself in dt."lg Although‘certain aspects of Puttee's philo-
\sophy appealed to Partridge, the graln growers perhaps remembered his
cr1t1c1sm that urban workers had "to bear the whole. brunt of carrylng

-

immigrant labour on a labour market for nine months in order that

farmers may use it'for two or three months."zo‘ Nevertheless a meeting
was held between the G.G. G C. and !gigg.d1rectorates, at which the
"labour" representat1ves "entlrely dlsavowed any 1ntent10n or desire

| on the part of the Trades & Labor Counc11 to in any way injure the
‘YQEEE? by such an alliance es'Partridge.suggested. In the United

States farm-labour co—operation in the west was stronger. The Farmers'

' Alliance and Nebraska Independent was typical of this sentiment when it
observed that "the 1nterests of rural and urban labor are the same and
that the1r eriemies are the prlvate controllers of credlt commerce and L

land N Agrarlaggprganlzations_supported Coxey's industrial army

» -
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and the Pullman strike. Both groups shared a common belief in public

ownershii).21

Most farmers in western Canada dealt with harvest labour
but were.often unconcerned with labour problems. George Edwards de-
fended the U.F.C. (Saskatchewan Sectlon) in its request to have such
1abourers excluded from Workmen's Compensation Acts. Similar requests
came from farm organizations in all western p'rovinces.z2 Western
Canadian labour was generally weakened by the precarious nature of
the western economy The National Pollcy retarded western industrial
growth and d1scouraged the move to work out a peaceful relationship
w1th weéstern labour. Therefore western un1ons were more militant thiy
v 23 .

might be expected. D/'J. Bercuson concludes that the western Canadian

“industrial frontier '"was the chiefﬁstimulus to the development of class
conseiousness'and radical working-class é?titudes in the Canadian West. n24

Such trends were re1nforced by the intervention of American organizers

after 1902.25 The fa11ure to form a liaison between farm and labour

~ in western. Canada was due to the increasingly radical reputatlon of

the unions, and the mutual distrust between the unions and increasingly
conservative farm organizations.

Partridge continued to use the Grain Growers' Guide as a plat-

form for his ideas however. In September 1909 he debunked the idea

of‘the existence of a free press, contending that the party;affiliated

\ &

- Press was one of the farmers most serious enemies. ''There is no longer

Cr e
an attempt ade to speak honestly for the people n26 He also wrote a

'lengthy defence of pub11c ownersh1p of lands, and land taxes. C1t1ng

such social gospellers as Walter Rauchenbusch he praised the soc1a1
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.growing complacency.1 - ; , “
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correct muEh of the injusticeé and inequality found among us,today."z7

He]ouoted Henry George to the effect that the land was a §1ft of God

to every generatlon, "which all ‘may use, but none may c1a1m as his

alone." To check public owernship, Partridge concluded "checks the

’ 2]

march of civilization and indefinitely delays the coming of the. kingdom

for which the Christ so earnestly labored . ."2§ Following the
American precedents, he promoted the use of the Initiative, Referen-

dum and Recall as '"the pol1t1ca1 duty of farmers. n29 In language

character1zed by more than a tinge of nat1v1sm he supported female -

suffrage.

What an outrage to deny to the highest m1nded most cultured
native-born lady of Canada what 1scheerfu11ygranted to the
.lowest broweg most imbruted fore1gn hobo that chooses to visit °
our shores.>

-

Partr1dge also recommended that the pr1mary be 1ntroduced that

‘ihe sub- aSSOC1at10ns be developed as "an act1ve organlzed centre of
thought in every communlty," that the S.G.G.A. “be renamed the Grain-

Growers and Stockmens' ASSOC1at1_ His efforts were always to ex-

L - e

Bl ) e t ’ R v
Behind this deluge of proposals the’oné unifying pri ciple.

remained the Ruskinian maxim‘gfhe Ondy wealth‘isslife."‘ ver,

:"underlylng the SOClal preblq’ i always the economic problem."

Partr1dge saw the G G.G.C. as usherlng 1n the. K1ngdom, "bu1ld1ng per-

haps better than we know." His proposal for lsamao,_an independent

'

western natzon based on Christian concepts.dt haring, was an-.advance

'

-« ’ /‘7 !

-

e
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upon his earlier view. . : . o i
i “ : .‘
- F 11
~ . ! - ' } Y
' In 1907 Partridge was instrumental 1n the formatlon of the

&

I1.C.G.G. In“1909 he ‘was one of the pr1nc1pa1 organ1zers for the
Canadian Couneil of Agriculture.. George Edwards later wrote thnt

' . '-. ‘ . T . '
the "C.C,A .rendered useful service to farmers in the diffegent pro-

“vinces' (but) 1t was hampered for lack of funds as the only source of

R

revenue was the membershlp fees of members and these were always small

33 - D. W. McCuaig, Partrldge sﬂktahnchest alli,m promoting

.

government omnersh1p 1n ‘Manitoba, was elected the C. C A.'s first pre-4

51dent- xThe platform contalned the maJor1ty of p01nts Partr%gge had

been~adVocat1ng for years.34 This was the case in 1916 as well 33
'_-'L-) S

‘For 0ver 'a decade the wegpern farmers had resented what they
 termed- "the betrayal of 1897 " 1ﬁ which the Laurler L1berals had re-

pudlated the1r free trade views to accommodate the central Canadlan

- s

. ) e1ectorate.3§ Under the protectlve tariff the Grain Growers' Gu1de
i . " o' . ~ ‘é) 'r
' ;aw thenbeg1nn1ng of a '"ruling plutocracy." W:fhin twenty flve -years ..

o :
P G the Wealth of panada would be - controlled by a hundred ‘men "and the
§o - most of it by a. score. o
P e T [+ K
o ,y?* f_ﬁ=_ It is com;ng with tremendous Speed and thén only one thing.
Lo e will preventfhopeless misery £ér the’ poorer classes. That w11137 ]
4T 7 be a revolutxon that w111 shaie Canada to its veﬁy foundat1ons
. RN d
PR Iy -
et In 1910 Motherwell addressed a convention of agrlcultural soc1et1es
Y ,.:"‘ ‘ L4
(3” - in Regina. There he argued that dur1ng the precedlng decade "a con-
: stant evolut1on had been taklng place in the betterment and up11ft
4’,~. S _A:‘-. S, Bl ‘ ‘ oL
7%y, - . i ’
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" W. l{ Morton. descrlbes the delegates as be1ng "rece1ved in state hy

. : T 160

of.rurél conditions."3

LPantridge tended more to the revolutionary theory, and wés T

"-«~ 4

pleased’ t¢~see -a natxonal coalition of farmers converge upon Ottawa

. -~ J
'A“ ¢

Jﬂﬂ&!ent thelf case to-“the governmén%- Rtiral anxieties were in-
I
greas*by rap1d urbanization, which was more swift in the west than

elééwhere 3* glthough it was also a significant ‘problem throughout

2

C%?gda. . It was this trend Wthh allowed the formation of a national

cqel1tlon, rural depbpulation was blamed by Dom1n1on Grange 5pokes-
o '.' o

men, such as E. C Drury, upon the protect1ve tariff, wh1ch excluded

4
farmers ‘from American markets.

}

In the summer of 1910 Laurier toured the west, listewipg to

farmers' grievances. These were almost all centred upon the evils
' ' : - - - S
of proteftive tarif—fs.42 Typical of the°statements made at that time

wastdward Porritt's bleak view of the future. Describingithe dis-
enfranchisement of the western farmer, who had voted for free trade

only to be betraxed, Porritt described the situation in flamboyant,

exaggeréted terms. - T !‘Yr ' o
S éhocracy mUSt u1t1mate1y win in the great struggle that

- begins with the revolt of 1910, or the condition of the farmers
and of the wage and salary earners of Canada must become in-,
finitely: arder and more insecure than the lot of people under
the 01d Feudalism as descrzbed in the q?urt rolls and manorial .
records of med1evaP.EngLand 43

In December 1910 some elght hundred farmers' delegates launched the

M"sjege of Ottawa." Th1s was ‘a carefully orchestrated protest movement

y ® '
de51gned to change Laurier's position back to support for frethr:«a,hde.~

Y U

\

. Bt
the cabinet,end heard‘;thhe Commons.chamber."44. The fam;llar arguments

-

N g



‘161

. , Lk
were presented once more.45 Partr1dge, at the helght of ?1 )

for government-ow:- ‘evators in the west, and hopeful»!? dtcess,

observed that the "work in whléh we are engaged is not a ocal one.

It is a part of a great world movement."46 He repeated the neces- L

sity for non-partisanship, "If you cannot control the two devils '!§59~'!.
. » ' . . -.} .,, la.‘

which you have, why should you create a third." Partridge saw the ‘ _«:;ég

role of new organizations and schemes as Creating a climate in which
~the "universal purposélessness of life" might be overcome,. -

The “ideal is to establish better human relatlons Better ,_'_('
reléglonshlp between the manufacturer and the consumer, bet- =
ter elat1onsh1p between the working men in the towns and
the farmers in the country, to replace the secretivengss and
‘the suspicion of the present w1th a spirit of much conf1dence
and good will, :

B

o - v . )
- Partridge concluded by distinguishing between commercial and

,economic solutions.‘ As an example hg cited the farmer who received

[

3
five cents more for a bushel of wheat Thls would increase the cost

» ./‘ . s

of hls land Thus "all men who want land?must buy,f% -and they w111

. 4 53
buy it at an enhanced pr1ce owrng to the fact that there has been
N o
an - increase of f1ve cents per bushel in wheat. "‘ The solutlon to

this dilemma Partridge saw as the Single Tax. He therefore suggested
that the C.C.A. should "¢onvince the farmer that the single tax would

not bearheav11y'on him, and . . qonv1nce the mechanic in the town

that he dpes not permanently benef1t by the 1mp651t1on of a protectlve

tarlff 48

P

L. Laurler s cabinet cons1dered the strength of the delegatlon,

',~a. .

and thé fatt that the 1911- cenSus would guarantee a maJor redlstrlbu-

o~

B tlon of seats in the House of Commons, resultlng 1n 1ncreased western
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strength.4gfuconcessrons were made, although recibrocity was '"'so
confused with imperial relations and the future of Canada as a nation
that the economics of farming was almost coﬁplefely drowned in the
uproar."50 Nevertheless, the Reciprocity Agreement - of 1911 proposed

concurrent Canadian and Amer1can 1eg1slat1on for rec1procity zn the

J

trade of natural products and certaln manufactures. Thls sudden _ Coe

access of—Caﬁhd1an farmers to American markets was grehted as '8 v;c-a B

- 2 r
n‘.ﬂ’.

tory. 51 However the agr1cu1tura1 vote was not suff1€}§nt to carry ' fi»x

the country, and the L1berals ‘were defeated partly through the efforts
5, Fve ™ o
SR

. 52' ‘ "A‘ég_,‘: o
of Central Canadlan 1ndustr1a1 1nterests. _ Borden rgallzed o Ee,

"of all the groups in Canadian Soc1ety, the farmers seemed to have
the most- grievances and the most p011t1ca1 power to demand that they
be corrected. "53. Desp1te this the Borden government resisted the
farmers' demands and the C.C.A. v1ctory was. short- 11ved ‘Plans were
undertaken to contlnue the Hudson Bay Rallway, "that other panacea |
h for western farmers n3 but the maJor 1ssue had been the Tarlff
"Though Crerar suggested no maJor results had been expected '"by the
’thoughtful leaders of the delegatlon," the defeat was a 51gn1f1cant

‘one for farmers, and for Partr1dge personally : a P . gﬁ?'

T = !

s

»

Partrldge s final break w1th the G.G.G. C. came in 1912. In-

March four directors- gss1gned ""as a protest agalnst the unsa;lqzizt;;;
7way the business of the Company had been conducted»tﬁfgfga;: two or

,.r

three years."s5 This referred to A._M.wBIackburn's'purchase of oats .;uﬁy
. e ) o . e

NS
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for speculative purposes, When Partrldge demanded Blackburn 's dismis-

-
v \

sal,.- Crerar refused.. Th1s led Partr1dge to resign, taklng Jo n
Kennedy with him.56 One of the chief arguments levelled by Partrldge
aga1nst the Gra1n Exchande was that it resembled "a gambling ‘hell."

The speculation in oﬁtnaged Partrldge
P 9%

¢
My dream -as_an organizer of the Graln Growers' Gra1n Com-
pany was to see the company prov1de an entirely dependable me- .
dium for the passage of the grain from the farmer to the hand?, -
of the ultimate user w1th the least c1rcumlocut10n and cost, )

Partr1dge and Spencer pressured the G.G.G.C. to provide financial
restitution for losses 1ncurred by 1nd1v1duals resu1t1ng frod’the

speculation in their oats .58 Partr1dge took nine maJdr f1gures rn

the Company with him when he left Crerar explained the crlsls as

'"very largely a personal one between Mr. Partridge and myself, n39 and

accused Partr1dge of thrOW1ng upon hi% shoulders "the fbspon51bL11ty
for all the mlsdeeds and d1ff1cu1t1es incident.to the business that
have taken plaqe in the last three or four: years.'" He complalned

further that Partrldge and his 1nvest1gators had harassed h1m by

thelr "presence in the offlce for four months last winter." .

s a, full scale attack on the1r views.

7
I may say that Mr. Partrldge s promlnence in thdﬁbompany
has always been a disturbing factor in the. minds of the fin-
an¢ial institutiohs’ from which we have to get our’ support.

dg not- believe in sacrificing pr1nC1p1e on any occasion.
%’éﬁ same time I do not think it advisable for a Company

position ours is in to put itself in the pos1t10n of

seekligzz "row‘rathef than av01d1ng it.60

L R |

. In IeSponsdgto the Partrldge group s crit1c1sms, Crerar levelled

v;”w\

Graln Growers' Gu1de he c1rculatbd an 1nteroff1ce memorandum denounc1ng

Partrldge s preSence as- d1v151ve and harmful to the G G G.C. While

In addition to an address 1n the
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pra1sing Kennedy as be1ng able to work "honestly to the advantage
of the Company," he suggested that "with Mr. Partridge it is dif-
ferent." . ' -

His presence in the office is a decidedly disturbing factor.
He stands for little interference with his pleasure, and is im-
patient of any difference with his opinion. He has often stated
himself that he is an idealist and does not want to be burdened
with ordinary matters of business. To be frank I think the in-
terest of the office would be best served by his withdrawal '
from it. I say that with a high admiratidh of the ngk Mr.
Partr1dge has done in otifer directions in the past

Crerar suggested that, Partridge be replaced by George Langley or George
Newell. Partridge had left the board of directors of the S.G.G. A .in

1911.’ By 1912, after be1ng forced out of the G.G.G.C., he was cut off

" from any effective role in agrarian organizations.

In 4912 Premier Rob1%was approached by the G.G.G.C. w1th re-

gard to 1eas1ng the Manltoba.ﬁﬂevators rema1n1ng from'tﬁe Partrldge Plan

experlment.62 This was on condltlon however,/that the prOV1nc1a1 gov-

/.

) ernment woéld assume the respon51b111ty of prov1d1ng for the f1nancxa1

<

arrangements in the transfer.63 Eventually, the detalls were worked
out and the G. G G C. came into posse551on of the Manitoba elevators.

Durlng 1912 Partridge establlshed the Square Deal Company and

. ..canvassed the country attempting to set up another farmer- owned co-0Pera-

.("’

'tlve as he had with the G.G.G.C. These efforts fa11ed Prosperous
.. condat1ons st§11 prevalled generally, and farmers were satisfied with
. the’ exlstlng organ1zat1ons H1s No Partyleague ant1c1pated A. C.

: Townley s Non-fsrtlsan Ledtue in North Dakota by two years §4 However,

it met with 11ttle success either. The F1rst World War brought a degree

?of proéperity to’ western Canada after the recession,of 1913. The>G.G.G‘C.

~



L ' ' 165

®

fortunes began to improve, undercutting Partridge's ciéyicisms of -
the Company management. The patriotic solidarity of the grain growers'

organizations completed this process. Partr1dge no longer possessed

‘v"the power base of an organlzatlon to assist in spreading and imple-

e

met1ng his 1deas

' Partridge became invoMed_in a number of crusades after the

War, despite personal difficulties~ Somée of these concerns had been

ongoing throughout has career,' Kile others;were the culmination of his

. ‘\)J
develop1ng pol1tﬁca1 thought They were all, unfortunately, now. marked

by the lack of organ1zat10nal support that could have caused them to

be realized in the ways Partr1dge would have preferred.

e

Immed1ate1y following the War Partrldge once more took a

prominent role in agltatlon, thls time for the re1nst1tut10n of the

Wheat Board. 65 His criticisms agaln assumed a personal note, as he

‘addressed an. old adversarv

Mr. Grerar fears that re-establlshment _of the Wheat Board
- would provide a precedent that might lead to the creation of
other Boards till possibly the price of all.the necessaries of
life came under control. We greatly desire the restoration of
proper relation between prices and cost of productlon, between
‘prices and use values . . ..56 4 -

Partrldge had promoted .the Hudson Bay Ra11way throughout hlS
career.’’ Plans for an outlet from the western 1nter10r to Hudson Bay
date from the earllest settlement In Wolseley~sett1ers had met to
demand a Hudson Bay Ra11way the year after Partridge's arr1va1 in the~‘ :

_west 67 By 1888 the Free Press announced that all f1nanC1a1 arrangements

- - . -
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were complete for the building of the line.68 The Fort Qu'Appelle

BusinessAssociatixnuunanimously adopted a resolution’in November 1888
in support of the line, asking federal aid'on'behalf of the North-
West Terrg;ories, as there was no prOV1nc1a1 government to carry on
the pro;ect.69 The idea was of some duration when. the T.G.G.A. was

formed, and it passed resolutions at eyery convention after, 1902: pro-

- - ' N . vl fi 2
moting the line.70 At the 1909 Convention,(sgpport reached a peak,
‘ _ ' a8

.

and a resolution thdnked the Laurier government for its promise to

construct the line, "equipping the same with government owned and

- operatedvterminal_elevators . ..."71 ,In 1910 J. A. Maharg.noted in

passing the customary resolution that for years 'he (Maharg) had been
spreading-the gospel of the Hudson's Bay‘Railway,-and there was little
new matter to submit . .."72; Under Partridge's influence the concept

of govermnent ownership was central to succeed resolutions

. In 1910 Partridge presented the need for the 11ne at the "Siege

) on‘Ottawa." ‘Partridge proposed a company of'western Canadians who

would huild "own and operate the line. Wlth David Railton and T. W
& 'o !‘l

Knowles a committee was formed, and shares were sold. Many of the

delegates to Ottawa signed up on-the;return trip Applications ex-

pressed "our faith in the, feas1b111ty and de51rab111ty of the western'

i

people, w1th suitable government a551stance, buildlng and operating
74

"

the road for themselves as a popular-301nt stock.company v e e

Partridge had used the'Grain7Crower5"Guide.as a‘means of promoting
- such a line ‘since 1908, when he commgnded government surveys toward
. &
that'end;75 Now, hOWQVer, he was entering the business end directly,
. _ <
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as he had with the G.G.G.C. six years previously. As chairman of

the Provisional Organlzlng Comm1ttee he directed a campalgn in 1911. 76.
He warned that it was necessary for the public to own the line before
the railway companies gained control of the route.77 - The idea_was
crrculated as a series of pamphlets in 1911. Partridge pointed to wes- -

tern support for the plan for the road to be a pub11c utility, and

demanded "government operation or nothing. n8 He r1d1culed the sup-

posed physmcal and financial barr1ers, argu1ng that,the Bay would be

open for twelve months w1th modern" 1cebreakers 79‘ A People s Hudson's

9

ABay Railway Company would ''smash- the trlbute leVy1ng powers of the : e

- 80

great transcontlnental roads.'" It could help br1ng prosper1ty to

the west, if bu11t co- operatively, with government backing, before

‘the railway companres drddso.81 |

- The Conservatives inherited the lagging Liberal project i ;

1911* aﬂd the S.G.G. A called upon Borden "to 1mmed1ate1y 1mpha$ent

82.

his pledges regard1ng this road " When the Conservatlve/government

'_def1n1te1y undertook constructlon, the People s Railway scheme collapsed
/ \ .

. Under C. A, Dunn1ng s d1rect1on the Hudson\Bay Railway was flnally

\
pushed throngh in 1931, the year of Partridge's death.83

I

i
N\

\'.

The 1dea\of a western party was of lon ‘standin§=in southern

\

*Saskatchewan by 1919. As early as 1887 the edjtior of the QQ'ABEelle"
use of Commdﬁk "If

,ﬁ:.-

| they work un1tedlyothey may be better able to force the hand of the

l-\

V1dette had called for "a western party" 1ﬂ the
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House in many vital questions n84 Slmllar proposals were presented by

li

the Patrons of Industry. - Partrldge however, repeatedly stressed the
necessity for non-partisan activism. In 1903 he wrote a lengthy -
letter to the Regina Standard on the theme that “partyism declines as

intelligence advanceS’"8§ In 1904 he recommended that the T.G. G A.

"activelyppar;ieipate in the selection of candidates and the formula-
tion of the policies of their respective parties, that the agricul-

tural class should be duly represented in Parliament no matter which“

86 Although he toyed ‘with the idea 6f

party reigned-at the capital."
infiltration of parties,‘this’was a concept he soon abandoned 87_

The need '"to find an alternat1ve to the tradltlonal party

"U

system" was widespread’ in the west at th1s time. 88 A supporter of
" the Direct Leglslatlon League éartrldge, with J E. Paynter and John

Evans, campalgned for the I R ‘and R. dur1ng 1912, The L1bera1 govern-

89

ment was able to d1sarm thls movement fa1r1y eas11y, however. At

*the 1913 S G. éj§ Convention a resolut1on by Dav1d Ross calling the
90

-

organlzatlon to enter p011t1cs dlrectly was narrowly defeated After
this vote, Partrldge held a meetlng at a nelghbourlng church to or-
Agan1ze an alternative group._ There Partridge started the No PartyO
heague, Its purpose was "toeorganlze for educational purposes leadlng
to inteiligent and effective political action to.be taken by‘consti-
tuenc1es actlng separately, ‘as qu1ck1y as suff1C1ent unanlmlty of op1-

91

. ni and purpose was deVeloped in each and not sooner."

@
" The most 1mportant concept in the No-Barty League was 'embodied .

in Artlcle I, Section 2 of’ 1ts Const1ﬂht10ns Partrldge pledged_"tq

L4



gt
SRt SR

169

B

avoid that centralization of power in a group of generaL officers which

characterizes party organizations and makes them easy of control by

influences that render them useless as 1nstruments of popular govern-

92 -

ment " Its obJectlves were largely educational, aiming at the "res-

trol

- cue of the natural resources and public utilities from private con-

. . .. Article II, Section 6 answered criticisms of the Partridge

'Plan fairly directly.

It maintains that the failure of government ownersh1p and
operation of public utiligies, where ever suchefailure occurs,
is due to the fact, that the government itse i
most important. publlc utility of all, is not 'y

and 0perated“ _,
¢ ' y

To overcome these conditions initiation of I.R. and R., Taxatlon of

Unlmproved Lands, a S1ngle Tax and pub11c ownershlp of ut111t1es would

be enacted. 94 He also called for a separate western natlon in 1913,

L
"break1ng Canada 1n tw01at the Great Lakes, which I fear our people

Qawe nelther the # sense nor,the dlgestzve apparatus to do, and“organlzing,

the western half 1nto a real-country

ey

o

.1'95 He' advocated the aboli-

t1on of the provincial governments and substltutlon of a 51ng1e legls-

96

lat1ve body to faC1l1tate 1mp1ementat10n of "progre551ve leglslatlon "

»

Although 51gnator1esof'the Const1tut10n later rose to p051-

tions of power as Progress1ve or C.C.F. members, the No Party League

lasted only a brlef time.  The Non Partisan Leaguewas later destroyed

in Saskatchewan by a L1bera1 S 6.G.A. Coalltlon.97 Also, Partridge

was, unable to f111 the leadershlp role personally, because as a/direc-

tor of the G G G C he had to live in Winnipeg. This contributed to

- - 4

the early dlsappdarance of tﬂe No- Party League:
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In 1919 Partrldge changed his tack on non—partisan politics.
W1th the rise of the Progressive movement and general acceptance of
ideas he had been promotlng for over a decade, Partr1dge entered the
Assiniboia by~elect1on of 1919 on behalf of Oliver R. Gould W. R.

Motherwell ran in the constituency as the Liberal candldate The

.contest was obv1ously meant to be a bellwether of the r151ng new ,

political force. N. p. Lambert, of the C.C.A., wrote to €rerar of

5Motherwe11 "from present indications he will be pretty badly trimmed, "

but warned that the aftenmath in other parts of the country "might not
be by any means in the best interests of our movement as a whole. n99
Partr1dge and Kennedy campaigned energetically against Motherwell and
are credited w1th his defeat. At this by- electlon the Progre551ve
party was born under the aegis of the three £ormer colleagues in the
G.G. G c., Crerar, Kennedy and Partrldge. .

. 0n 3 November 1921 the federalnomlnatlng convention for the

National ProgreSS1ve Party was held in Wolseley. Partr1dge was one

"v of twelve candldates, but was narrowly defeated by John M111ar of

Ind1an Head, the original secretary for the T. G.G A 100 Partrldge

entered the campa1gn promotlng a wheat board, as opposed to Arthur
101

' Melghen's voluntary pool and Thomas Crerar's co-operatives. On

8 September 1921, the Sintaluta Local of the S. G G.A. appointed

Partrldge and C E. Peach as a committee to 1nvest1gate ""the hgayy'
and ¢ontinuous slump in the‘prlce of wheat - .."102 The S1nta1uta
Wheat Board Commlttee called for the immediate re- -establishment of

the Canadlan ‘Wheat Board under its former management "and with no

g



diminution of the ample powers conferred upon it . ..."103
In 1921 there was little support fov the Wheat Board. '
Partridge noted that most C.C.A. members wernr opposed, thet the

Gyé;n Growers' Guide was silent on that issue. Crerar was opposed

for obvious reasons. His Company s d1v1dends and his own salary -
would be adversely affected thereby." He 1n51sted however, that
most c;mmon farmers wished 1ts remntroductzon, and warned Me1ghen
that re- establlshment "1s a more\:1tal issue to Western farmers than

104

the tariff." Although Partridge wished to represént the Progres-

sive Party, he qu1ck1y became critical of Crerar's 1eadersh1p He
asked whether '"this Progressive mo;ement now proposes ;o take on all
the.chara;teristics of a perliamentary party" and advised that the
newly-elected members treat King "not as a p011t1cal opponent to be
harrassed and thwarted at every turn,, but rather as the regularly
eleeted Chalrman of a Convention of two hundred and thirty-five dele- ‘
gates assembiea to find solutlons for grave national problems . ..-"105
He accused Crerar’ of vocat10na1 self-1nterest and showing vocatlonal
'co-operatlon among farmers "to be neither better nor worse morally
than the business activities of\an oil trust . . .. w108

. By November 1921 Partrldge wrote that the Sintaluta "Wheat
Board" Commlttee had "shot 1ts bolt - mean1ng its flnanslal resources."
Its work, "1mperfecf1y‘&one for lack of fundsJ must halt."107 By

1923 the G:aln Growers' Gu1de declared the wheat board concept dead 108

Partridge continued to compa1gn for the idea intermlttently until
¥

'1926;'howeve:, when the Board was re-estahlished.“
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Partridge could well have become a powerful spor -man for his
V1

causes if he had been elected as a Progressive in 1921. The Progres-

s1ve Party dominated Saskatchewan between 1921 and 1925 105 John
]

M1llar won hy a large majority against E. E. Perley in the electoral
dis{rict of‘Qd'Appelle, and maintained his seat-untii 1939, outlasting
nany of his Progrkssrve colleegues.110 Partridg; would probably have
maintained the seat as well,“had he won the nomination. v

In 1922 Partridge was touring Saskatchewan on speaking engage-

ments with A J. McPha11 111 However, in that 'year he wrote to J. S, .

Woodsworth, = S
. r . ‘\‘ .

I don't want to m1slead.you as to my stand1ng and influence in
the farmers' organizations. I am a 'has-been' . . . 1 am too
radical to be welcome in the councils of the 'safe and sane' .
group who are generally in control of the adn1n15tratlon of
affairs and participate in conferences wifhi -fovernments, vis-
ible and invisible, Ti presumably representative of the real
farmers' v1ew-po1nt

'

In 1924 when/the Home Bank, "which had supporaed lhe G.6. G. C. in its

f1nanc1a11y Iean days, went bankrupt, Partridge conducted a campalgn

,4...1

%,
to 1nduce the federal government go rellevevtﬁe,d1stress of share- -

holders who had suffered losses. GeneralLy;?yowever, he Tetired to
\R‘r -
) Slntaluta to read and begin- ur1t1ng his utopian book A Nar on Poverty.

> In 1911 due to deter10rat1ng health he had moved back to hzs farm® from 'Qﬁ

Sintaluta, to live w1th his” son Newton and h1s gpmlly 113 HlS grand- o

dgmzﬁter recalled that "there came a knock at the door qu1te late at
night, and there stood Grandfather and Grandmother, she dr‘essed in heﬁ

best and not ﬁleased,with Grandfather: “'We've\come to say with you'
. 114 .,

" There Partridge found a more °

A.u
v - 1 “Y’.‘.
e
L - .

Grandpa said, 'We're lomely.'"



"y

g central features -of l1fe in: Partr1dge [ utopua " Although the de~v
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-congenial familyvatmosphere.
“*ﬂur1ng the 1920'5 Partr1dge became more clasely connected to
the "left,wrng" of" Saskatchewan farm organ1§!§1ons 115, Hls soc1a1

gospéi rhetor1c assumed-more extreme forms.*aéi'1926‘hls book A War War

on Poverty was publlshed at his own expense. Upset because the first

edition had poor bind1ng, he replaced many copies h1mse1f 16 As

Carl Berger notes "Stahdardlzat1on, unlform1ty and control are. the
117

..
talls of life in Coalqamao may sound unappea11ng‘{n some ways, the

]

‘a madman a pra1r1e hero in the trad1t1d? of Rie
. _Q.L e .

PR

Coaﬂsamao was the.name of Partradge s western utopla Wrztlng

&

e as thodgh 1t already exlstgd Partrldge descrlbed ”%

’ A 3

in the present t

a, "new autonomous pol17'ca1 ent1ty" ly1ng between the Pac1f1c Ocean

. andtipe Lakehead glnd between the 491h and 60th parallels ' Its name

k-
was derlved from the first two letters ofithe const1tuent prOV1nces,

the "o" ref rr1ng to. a port1on of western<0ntar10 wh1ch would.glve

Coalsamao access to the Great Lakes.119 Thrs new nat1on was todrlse

| P

. from extens1ve "local reconstruct1on " wh1ch involved "a tear1ng

down, prel1m1nary to a bu11d1ng up, and cons1derable temporary d1s- :

120

comfort. " The people of Coalsamao would be requlred.to sacr1f1ce

“

the1r personal amb1t1ons for the greater good in some 1nstances.

. In re-organ1z1ng stratrfled and complex society on a
simple and ‘fairer. plan there cannot be a perfect adjustment ,
- of each'person's ﬁgure to *his or her: ‘deserts; nor can their . _ =~
~aptitudes always be made to square with the. occupations,al- . TN T
lotted, or the opportunities meted out ationg the’ adult popu-

lation in attenpt;ng to. assign to each sone f1ttmg u;eful part
in the social SCONOH . . . ‘ .
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iv nomlcally,and politically -.has™

tCanada can be cut in- three
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[y ~

,
> v - ) :
»ﬁ : -
Iy -7

sible in any scheme of drastxc social reorganizatlon" Partrldge

felt ghat ex15t1ng 1nJust1ces were suff1c1gntly W1de5pread to. Justify

he 1n1t1at1on of a "New Order w121 . " o

k3

o X
“The drfrlculgaes 1nvolved in the process of local reconstruc- »

. ' . ‘5. . ', - ,’l’ S R ‘:; C . .
‘tion negessltated a separate v ern natiom; - v”.af _— o

‘a;‘“h. v B : .3 *

éﬁd tpo qo plex both eco-
j ﬂmch”ﬁo do before startifig
+'tg do - toSplan’ to take it as the it i h'*to- start the -
_movement to.realizé a ngg sagidl o ErézLSuch an attempt will"

Canada as a ‘whole, 'is too‘_

require the- polltlca ration ‘of thg West from the East as
part of the~program el “g‘t o
v’ “,c S .
Look1ng to what in 1925 appeanpd to Be the successful part1t1on of
Y

Ireland, 1>artr1dge suggestq& tha.{: "If Ireland‘can be cut 4in two, surely '

Y-

rule and rob the Canadlan people under tne éﬂ. 124; |

Dlsenchanted with patrlotlc arguments, Partrldge argued that

‘the same sp1r1t wh1ch anlmated the war effort should be applled to -

)

"peaceful pursu1ts. "Our war affalrs .':'. were conducted largely along

\ ’ . ? ot

_the n;§\§:emy. He noted that "my: very own' twd lads were asleep over-

. 3‘.

“seas and had no fear of hln," and descr1bed the b1rth-of Coalsamao 1n

"the post-war perlod of dlsenchantment with current s stems.

My mlnd st111 c11ng to the v151‘ »

. : would<have striven “for- q with: voice: and'pen - £ had of our

.overseas forces returnlng to Canada by way of the Port of
R Nelson and sffecting avid re-establishment through the suc- -
- »cessful pliiping of a:great Co-operative g¢olony, including in

its-member "Brtt1sh~comrades,<4n.the unexploited X
hid‘brland of thp fhree so-called Prairie Prov1nces, the T

cA

-‘be freevof ceﬂtral Canad%?’ﬁg.%*anc1a1 quers that 1n varloUS roles ,t?;

R

o

.communal-co operatlve 11nes, why'not our peace affalrs?", Poverty wasf< -



e
S
L3

» ‘ '
resox%ces of whifh, _however unfaﬁéy, were st111 at the dis- ' .
posal of the Federal Government

The War ‘on PoVerty was t.hus to be carned on by veterans of” the First

10,
- EIE .-
.

‘of Coalsamao "by reason of bemg , S

"

)1 3 . o, "4
World War, whom Pa‘-tndge was '1nC1t1ng "to a new self dlrected en- C,
lpstmé}}t {_"’l 6 These meﬂ*wguld form the cadres of an Army. of the
Commoﬂ."(io ﬁ 127 yar Vet" 0 ",.;As;%‘csgatmns would form the or1g1na1 T

Q” Coe ﬁuc-le.ii qt&;or"'ithe 10ca1 d
A " l i
non~vocat10nll bodles w1th apa%—vgcatlonal membersh” e .'. ;%8 'I'he R
& .

'\- . -
LY

" | f@mobﬂlzation r1ots q@ l&ls and 1919 mdlcate‘prol:lems "m reconc111ng .4;:_.(, .
QZ:; sparp COnfhcts vbe'tm‘r‘een the prm%es ®e soldlersqand of government ;,‘
H‘} ! hplanners."";??' Such pob,‘lems ‘m1ght have ,;}‘lxggested certkam. shortcommgS‘ -"t l

)J&w*’ 1n’;arﬂ¢1dé's rlew ofA .the veterans' rble m the foundatlo.?‘ -of ; Coalsamao. N ‘f»;
’The:;r comph.at;lt 'ie enl1stment 1n A netv war waﬁ“"far from a%d A1§b 9

the 111u51on of prosperlty 5t ll&ttended wartme and post war agrl- o

PRI - . -

cu;ture. Wh@at -acreage alm doubled durmg the war years 1n the ‘
! : .

ne proymces, al,though scarce highly pa1d labour ren}ovwd the }-é;___,f_;_" '

N
* . . ; oo A

.

benef1ts of 1n£1ated prices.lé Concerns in ihe post-war years were .

-

more along the lines estabhshed by prewar farmers!' groups. Sweep:.ng,

I e g .
_/ revolut%ary changes were not cons1dered as. acceptable alternatwes .
VA ot RN _
by most farmers, espec1a11y followmg t.he collapse of the Wmmpeg T .

General Strlke in- 1919 f" - 'p . -

‘ Desplte popular d1senc}‘.ntment w1th soc1a11st1c schemes for _
nghtmg soc1a1 wrongs, Partndge foresaw an invasmn of Br1t1sh ST e

‘ socmhsts sto spearhead the new "war" effort
- S
o : The rather desperate economic - 51tuat10n in Britain 1tself
o o gth its. malady of chronic un-employment for which there is -
relief in sight, nor hope of permanent cute, he’ld out, by

s . < )

o T e 4__‘..__~,._._ ot e

\\ﬁ-‘_r

M . . .
o - - - 4
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& there of a Socialist-State, a few years, perhaps two detades,

176

‘ el : .
defenders of the pres' ¥economic system, suggest that Bri- .
tish Socialists, visioning’an unprecendentedly promising
- prospect of giving substance tg, their social ideals, might
invade Western Canada in m1111ons to secure the real1za,t10n .

{ earlier than it would be possible to bring it into being

“  in the Home-land. This would obviously be vastly mote sti-

mulatmg to action than Socialism that- only promlses to ma- . s
ter1al1ze after the Socialist is in h1s grave 78

~

Unemployment and over-populatlon promised to spged thlS end Partrldge

~ . also saw such leaders as Ramsay MacDonald G. B. Shaw and the ‘Webb$ :@i«‘?

‘ttakmg a d1rect 1§terest in. ayreeng the 1deolog1cal developmentpgf
gg'LCoalsamao.mz The ’W°ebbs had visited Gaskatchewan in 19? and Béatrlce ’
} Webb had pra1sed "the. comraseshlp of perpetual co- ogeratlon .between i
. 'settler and settler" f‘o‘ be found there.l‘zzv Such mterest oij;ously '
encou'{'aged Partrldge. S R - ‘” ‘._.‘.;;?

v

!

r
. ue.

. The " rOgram of 011t1co socm-economc chan e'" which would
P P = ge

“bring Co}sfmao 1nto bemg was characterlzed by thi’rteen pomts.

v -

Foremost was the necess1ty for western. separatron. The federalf form

of governmeﬂ would be replaced by "a smgle-autonomous State, with

’ ‘e

a small one chambered House of - Representatlves_," called a ngh Court

134 Coalsa.m (o) would thus become "One of a 51sterhood of

LN

Y of Control

Br1tlsh Stan:es, each 'daughter :in her .mother‘s house but mlstress in 'v v

-

her own' " The nat1o,nahst rhetor:.c wh;.ch characterlzed the. GraJ.n o *..r; ;
e Lok P
%

Growers' Gude durmg the war was thus transferred onto a regwn;a{!’z;'w' ey

e stage,,/rhe third pomt called for the estabhshment of a Co opera:t1ve |

' Commonwealth. ;: S o ey

Y - N - . . L 3 — B o~ . "
L o s A ‘. oo . e e T o . —
oL . " R FERRY o .. s - - - . . N

..-a State wherem productlon, d1str1but10n, and. exchange, ..
‘7 are all carried on, not to make individual gain for some,
% with loss: o others whiglkthis entails, but 3~ supply the

needs of all through the acti\uties of mmbert of complete e
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:f-_.-

circles of product1on, and a central governmental body that
J.sreallya genera} ?anagement of the: c1t12ens' socio-econo-
-mic affairs .

fes

"Additionak features ‘of Coalsamao included abolition of the -

)ﬂi right to private ownership of natural resources, or of "land in ‘a11

its forms." The- reﬁ)dmtlon of 'legal enforcement of private co{:tracts
-‘\‘l}o 4
was also advocated Such contracts were descrlbed as "the obv1ous ‘
- cause of.idebt - the accumulated load of whlch is smothering Society.W

The State would d1scont1nue payments of interest on its dehts all_ .

-
payments would advaq‘ce llqu1dat10n of the pr1nc1pal ."Communal

:Capltal"’ wod'd repl“ thw prlvate capltallst Communal

wou;d guarantee a growmg hciun?‘y, "wh*lch thmgs Qonsti

. i only redl’ Capital beyond Knowledge .;.'f;;.f.'v' S \\ L , ‘

'y

1?:."{' e’

Y e ,

_ The State. would eliminate- mmmployment through its: role asv'

"operator of pubhc ut111t1es,‘and «through 1ts primary communal
A

units of prodvuctlon . - This would be carr:t’ed out rather Tuth-

lessly, as Partrldge concludes‘ by warnmg that the State

Y ete s where undue hes1tancy was shown in embracmg these.
(Jobs) by these mentally and phy51cally fit to 'do their
‘bit' (would apply) cpmpulsign in the negative form sug-
gested by the: rule "He :that w111 not work nelther shall

L3

'l'he educational s;'stem would stress pract1cal vocat1onal

_ Ty
éi 4 t‘rammg.w ,Pm:ﬁess&n&ls»you& become "C1V11 servants whose knowledge o

and skill are at the dlsposal of the State coe Wt Coalsamao would

-

. . L @ . .
” ,‘ecmlt these from 1ts ed'ucatmnal system, based upon prof1c1ency test&

'I’he elimination of lawyers as a profess:.on would follow the abolltmn v

.lD_

i of pnvate property and contrac‘lg's as well as 1nitiat10n ‘of other -

o . E . i . . .
-A . . . . S . - » .
- o . . -

) .~ . .
\ . . s R S L ] ’ . L~
o - BN . - . . . v X - .
N . . Lo L i ol . ) . . .
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o
R

reforms. Coalsgo would issue its pwn cnr'rency, based uggn national wﬁv '

-
<

productlon rather than a gold standard A pension systéfi Wwould aid any““' '

\ - .
who could not benefJ.t from the new system.136 g e g e
The predommant feature of Coalsamao wasjst‘andardlzatmn. . "

"Standandlzatmn is carried’ to the greatest lengths both for the p6- @ -

23

sultant economy of time an& ef.fort and for the unlfy%effect thw '{.‘

:.
1nvolve&equa11ty of treatment has upcm ffle commun1ty n137 'Educatmn I

,}: | 9 b é sl Iy . ;‘)

played a key role 1n °the move to standardlzatlon. LIt would have ' ..‘@

o‘ "

"very practical lhotives," teachmg that '(‘the State . .. was creatved T

0

ey %
to ser.v,e,'_

e and not ﬁxat the peqple m1ght Serve it,-or somgm IR Y
.8 . . .

e ollgarchy 1n control of 1t wﬂi Nevertheless 1t. is clear that

;

{
.
~o much’ pressufe would be exerted through state educat1orr to-mold public
-1 YN
opinlon toward 1ts own ends. Partrldge describes education as "the
19 e

Alpha aqd Omega of Soc1a1 Evolutmn "

Rl

f' _ 'I'he primary soc1al unit Ain Coa‘lsamao would be the WCamp, "' - ’% .

a sub—assoc1atlon w?h‘a\pgmlatmn between 3500 and 7000 Each Camp
14 »

‘ would enJoy self-government Problems wh1ch could not be solved by the

o ' Camp would be subm1tted to the Hﬁgh&Court of Control, ’or one of tm\'w e
Jflve Reglonal Assemblies.lépﬂ CE TR - B ' _* ’J
Ic v ; .ur-' o A. w Rasponch d_escr1bes Coalsamao as "a far cry from the
p g : a,fex;vent ~Ruskin1aan etb es 351 go-qpéatl-ve brotherhood whloh 1nsp1red
(Partrrdge s) attacks on the corporate 'glants in 1905 "14;:- HlS sug:-

‘ cessxve fa11ures in reformlng society had by 1925 convmced Partrldge
B

. o%thg negessaty Qf 8 completg'eorganuatmn along soc1allst1c 11nes. \..«:} ) 3

I T

_ Jf I 'l'he Fabrans, Bntish Labour thinl:ers, and Russ:.an Revolutlon provmed




179

w . [ v K

,_‘j‘m111tant examples, whlch replaced the more amiable reform1sm of Ruskin.
¥
It was a vlew of "the future’which wa would find acceptablde however.
B *

k~ o His Co- operatweiCom:ﬁonwealth‘”haﬂ an. eﬂ‘ect upon the draftmg of the
5 o ,Hlst lette%s from V],ctorra were dutéfully read' to‘,the Umted Famexgs' ‘ ~

4!% . .
k’ E R & o - (

of Canadda;,(Saskatchewan Section), and found spmg measure of sup?ort

3
Regina Man1festo, a.nd, some contend provrd;d the name for the C.C.F.

there in 193(7 'a,nd‘ L931 HoWever, Partrldge would not* ellve to, s

! Q:;% ¢ .

‘ th increaﬁ;n‘k aceeﬂ'tancq ;durmg the ‘1930'5 of radical proposals such
' 4 ﬁb
*h

- v K 1 ¢+ v' .4 “ , " '»0 »'/ ) - . - ' .. N EEN . - . 2 ‘9‘
. as suggested, - ;,‘ A N g; R
. Y . C or . Ve LA T K3 . -
Y o 'v. . ;" @ N ‘“_._ . LA \{4_, hd
e R TR Y ~ Nl :
“O fe < ,VI » — "
. - o - ' :
b ] o
.~ﬁ)

Partr:.dge was pmgued by personal tragedy dunng hls last

-

years When asse,ssmg the- perlpatetlc thure of Parthge S career, , :

t{t;‘kﬁ\;.’w
"“'th1s must be borne 1n m:md After%suffermg an a.mpufauon 1n 1967 and L

:ua reamputatlon in 1908 oi his leg, his maJor p011t1ca1 plan suffered
severe setbacks between’ 1909 and 1912 , HJ.S feud mth Crerar was
exhaustmg In_ 1914 h1s daughter May drowned 1n a dugout on the
Smtaluta farm. . H1s older brother Henry died 1n January 1916 Henry .

S ‘Partndge had been a strong Jnfluence in. Edward's early career, and.

s ; they were very. close. H1s son Gro‘ver was k111ed 1n France servmg
> , wrt:h the P P c 'f I September 1916 In I918§s son Harol'd was k111ed, e 'n

© whi ervmg w:.th the R F C. 1n England ‘when a pl“ane crashed onto -

: “his -arréraftff R a fog. | H1s mother d1ed in May '1921 and h1s\wrfe‘ S -

| Mary dled suddenly \f\a\eart attack on- 2 May 1925. Tni. 1927 1u, b*rot:h‘er\#\\ -

: S
fere“dwa severe J;x:oke-:w“- L

- 'Newton dzed and shortly theQEter l’artn _‘
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v
W

Depression plagued his last days, and pbor eyesighﬁ:made'reading or

'“~writing~difficﬁii;w’IﬁM1927,“aeéampaﬁiéa”by"his”aéhgﬁfér’Eﬁiaj”hé’ré;”'” T

’ . . . T oW
tired tp Victoria. Three years later he committed suicide by gassing -

“himself in his'bdardinj'ﬁéuse. George Edwards recalled Partridge as
. ey S : , . N
"a lioh in a cage¥with iron bars which he could not break." C
A . L '
He was frustrated, which made him long for the time when.
these bars would be removed or broken, and in'keeping with
his;trad§Z_life and impatient nature he broke .the bars him-
self, whigh separated himfrom the fuller life which he vi-
sualized. " . . R

’§f§L T - - tgggf' ; ® by
fﬁﬁf“=%s;L 05)' o . o R .

-,
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The careeT and- p011t1ca1 thought of ‘E. A Partr;&@g demon-

’ ) "«"

strate the truth of Norman Penner s observag;on that the "al1enat10n

v

of the West began almost 1mmed1ate1y after Confederat1on."1 Fol-

I?

'IOW1ng hls arr1va1 in the Qu'Appelle Valley, Partr1dge s pol1t1ca1
vand SOClal thoughy;developed w1th1n a complex framework of local co-‘
1operat1ve experimentation-and‘broader agrarian. réform movements.
'When Partridge outllned hls plan for goéirnment owned elevators 1n .

'1905 he was. speaklng as the rec1p1ent @E a generat1on of agltatlon

under Patron\and Graln Growers' organ1zat1ons. As each movement

-proved unsuccessful or 11m1ted Partrldge felt compelled to deV1se

= 1

‘more 1nc1u51ve forms of soc1al and econom1c reorgan1zat10n to- accommo-'

< -

date hlS V1s1on of a soctal,prder in wh1ch the prlmary producers

S |

lfarmers and labourers would rece1ve the most Just -ompensatlon for o

J the1r efforts.'

t

» The f1rst thzrty~f1ve y;ars of E. A Partrldge s 11fe are ,.‘:}

)

’ -

; almost completely unknown; These years are reconstructed here in.an °

.

:effort to make Partrldge [ subsequent.llfe more comprehens1ble. ins ,

N

g'pursult of a teachlng career was more sustained than is generally

‘ recogn1zed and had a 51gn1f1cant 1nfluence upon hls later v1ews

'ivregard1ng the primary 1mportance of educat1on 1n*the cause of agrarlan
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in that new society's evolut1on.
o . - 2

-AThe succe551ve stages ‘in Partrldge s career 111ustrate S M
Lipset's thesis that ddeblogical innovators were consistently replaced
_ by more conserVative_bureaucrats and administrators in Saskatchewan's
‘agrarian 'organizations. This process was facilitated by what Evelyn
‘Eégiexj terms "the conservatism of the-Saskatchewan‘ e’lectorate‘,"' and

occurred wa.thm the context of Vernon Fowke 5 thesis r.hat the

Canadian West developed w1th1n a colonial economlc system, the workmgs
. g R .

“

-of which were on m1n1ma11y altered by western agrar1an.organ1zat1on_s.

d provmcmL Liberal partles in co- @

Repe‘éted succes era
e M, ,
opting agrarlan ’s qu leaders, Suc‘h as T, A' Gu'q?r and w R.

Motherwell and the* 1ncrea51ng1y closeallalson they i‘o;'med with far. .

[

mers' organizations, ‘such as thefS G'G A., reinforced the tendencie_s y

X

1nherent within .both Fowke s and L1pset's 1nterpretat10ns.

“E. Al Partndge attempted to overcome the weaknesses mhment

m famers' orgamzatzons. uhi@ é&ob\'ﬁ w1th1n “this economlc and golb

tJ.cal c11~mate. His organ*zatmn of a co-operat1ve farmer owned mar-
St ‘

ketlng agency, the Gram Growers' Gram Coxg)any, was seén as a prell— ,

uunary stage 1n a~ more thorough soc1a1 and econom1c reorganuatlon.

V2

1905 afd. 1910, were checked by- the fallure of the Plan 1n Mﬁnltoba
‘ ".
Partndge's 1nf1uence began to- wa.ne, Hokever he contmued in: hlS :

- (o] . - .

o attempts to estahhsh nonpaa'tlsan orgamzations 1ncorporatmg struc~

(%

[

R tu'ral safeguards agamst the process of part1san co-opt:.on by federal
.. I A o :“ 3 .. s . N - ‘
: _Hisl No-Pa: f913 was an example of such experments....

"men 't se plans, generally referred ’to as the Partndge P{an‘between_v o s
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v

.The Square Deal Company was another experimental alternative to what
» 2 .

" he 'saw as an’ increasingly bureaucratic 61G.G.C., becoming more unres-

ponsive to member farmers' best mterests after 1909, When T. A.

-dCrerar succeeded in forcing Partndge out of the G G.G.C. in 1912,
o

his mfluence became margmal as he vas removed: from'direct 1nf1uence

upon that company s policy. 'Bhe xlse of Maharg and MusSelman in the

S

L+
S. G G.A. had ended his perlod of ireatest 1nf1uence m that organlza-

>w 14 - L

tion. These events, coupled wit collapse of the Partrldge Plan,
-

sxgnalled the end of Partrldge s %;:al effect1veness His suc~

ceSSfuJ, role im tl@swge of. Otta% oy

of the "farmers platform" whlch he

admm1strat10n was defeated ‘ _1;'

Successwe fallures in estabhshlng class-based market:mg

"',,. i »
. agenc1es and- p011t1cal movements led Partnﬁo embrace the Wept .

be¥

of a* separate western Canad:.an natlﬂ freedof colorual pohtlcal and

Ay

. _economic sgheres:éf influence. Coalsamao was perhaps the inevitable

-

» culmnatmn of his pol1t1cal tho@guand the extreme elements w1th1n

' '/'\]'G;\ §oc1al1st1c utop:.a demonstr‘ate his reJection of 'the Canadian federal

i [

system whlch he saw as unalterably opposed to: western Ca:y(adlan demands.

L I

,1 Sustamed\ 1nstances of personal tragedy, and concerted re51stance by
iy R

~estabhshed benef1c1ar1es of the. stat‘us quo, account for Partrldge s

r iy -

¥ erratlc eareer as an agranan organlzer more than the usually aecce ited
-

-

‘theory that he was 1ntr1ns1cally unsulted to ‘the ;role of adm1n15trator.\‘ o

‘

Given the overwhelming re51stance w:.thin central Canad:.an pohtlcal and'

' busmess c1rc1es to the rlse of western reg:.onal ,power, and the pr:unary,

INEIEASS PYa s



f‘.l,bu11d1ng S He sees the development of such."l1m1teﬁ 1dent1t1esﬂ
' 3 & R
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~importance oﬁ the National Policy to such group's interests, Partridge's

numerous crusades, based as they were upon class and regronal bases,

:

_were perhaps foredoomed. His basxc problem was the divergence be—
W

tween stated and actual opinions held by the majority in central, and

western, Canada. R. T. Naylor describes this.rift as it developed
after 1896. * ' . v
¢ .

Blg government big bu51ness, and foreign investment, the
_holy rinity of Canadian polltlsal ecoppmy, were deplored”in
public and encouraged in private.” Recurrent outbursts of popu-
list antagonism to "the inter®sts" alternated with fits® of mis-
"directed nationalist fervour d1rected against. "American" con-
rol, but the facts. of: Aanadian eConomrc life- temarn.quurate.
"The 1nterests" rema1n in cdmixrnl . ~32 - -

K W

Ian MacPherson notes that 51gn1f1cant changes were occurr1ng E ',i Lo
s

5%- ap .
. wrthln Canadran agrarlan organrzat1ons by’ th ‘end; of Partrrdge s career. I

'aﬂ1an Chamber of Agrl-

This ‘was symbollzed bythe emergence of ‘the. C iia

e

”culture in. 1935 Co operatwe market-ﬁxg was seen as 1neffectua1 and {3

"marketlng boards were a more popular alternat1ve.4 W. R. Motherwell

- was the most 1mportant L%beral supporter of the new.C. C A 5 The far-

o,

. .,

mers movement uas becomlng "11m1ted 1n purpose, frankly eEqnomfb 1n o 4‘;
outlook ‘and pragmatlc in 1ts methods., The day of char1smat1c fa%} = 3
. o f*)..» oo
leaders was golng, the rural ph1ﬁbsophers were in ecllpsem and.the ‘ _ Ao

-

agrarlan ;ream of a reformed world was fadlng "6 Such dreams passed

L B . .' “_ . . _ (
inc ;851mgly to the. urban reformer. e “ﬂ : ~

; j/. J M -8 “5re1ess argubs that "the true theme of the country s,

i»‘

hls:gry 1n the twent1eth century 1s hot natlon bu11d1ng but/{eglon o

(.t ,*, [V

"as the basis of a d15t1nct1ve Canadxan‘experience "identlfrable 1n -

o o o R -
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N3 4

its very pluralism, constraints, and compromises."7 By testing the

-

boundaries of a federation in which regional. and class relationships

i '

were being rapidly transformed, E. A. Partridge tontributed signi-
S N - .

4]

ficantly to western Canadian' and Canadian, national development.

Between 1905 and 1‘2 his 1deas were widely dlscussed formmg the .

. j- U Y

wus for a delmeatmn of the nature and d1rect10n of the Canadlan

~ nation. st expenences in such "b6undary-test1ng" endeavors led
> ‘I\ T

X Partr:.dge toare}ec‘on ofbcanadlan federaliism, and to ‘call for “the " m

—_— ‘
* creation of a new nation in the ‘west where‘armers and labourers could .
11ve a utopg\n exlstence free of entanglmg legal po&;tlcal and
Lo

économ1c t1es. He proposed hlS view of Coalsamao as 2 land of new .

e ‘, beg1nn1ng on ,thev advent. of what W. L. Morton terms the utopian phase
'%‘westérria Canadian"'fxfst'Ory. . His disillusfbmnent, and"his hopes, would .
L RO ¥ : 0 :

be shared at °certa1n‘ .unda.mental levels by ‘the adherents of such di- =
* -

el

verse regIonal movements as Goc1aL Credit and the C C F. The G.G.G. C.

i merged with other Iirovmc:.al organlzatz.ons to form “the Unlted Grain ' -

v' ' - ot ..

‘ Growers, %nd Ted- western farmers to greater pros.per:.t}ir Thus, - Partndge s
‘—ﬂ

k ach1evements were real and noteworthy For many western Canadlans, how- - b

3 ever, hls. maJor s1gn1f1cance lies m its symbohsm. He was. the embod1-.
me’nt of' the' agranan myth a popullst hero who \1s st'ill ven“erated m ‘
: R Saskatehewan‘ for the part 'he played in g1v1ng the western famer'a
lvpowerful 'vo:nce in naﬁonal councils ‘and.. fogr hls legacy of agrarlan S

. ideals and organlzathns‘.

) . o - c S oy
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