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ABSTRACT ‘

- This dissertation outlines relationghips bgtween capitalist paﬁhmhl society and gender
‘diﬁ' eééﬁﬁaﬁon in Canadian sport, utilizing socialist fi eminist tlieory Four aspects of ctpiulist\ :
patriarchy are dxscussed the scparauon between work and home the commodif ication of
female labour; the socxal oonstmcuon of sexualny and f cmnmmty. and the mst.ituuonalmuon
of mothcrhood Tbese aspects are oonmdemd with respect to the similarifies between class and
gender struggles over sport; the commodification of athietic labour; sport and femmmity. and
the impact of mothering behaviors .on sport participation. The dtucmuon ooncludes with

speculation on the changes neetssary if gender inequality in Canadian sport is to end.
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Chapter |
INTRODUCTION

One of the most important, obv;ous and widespread changes which has taken place in

{ '
the western world in the twentieth century is movement of women toward political, economic

.

and social equality' with men. Notable amongst the changes which represent this movement are

the opening of institutions of higher learning to fgmales, the extension of opportunities in the
N

workplace, and womcﬁ's suffrage. Another less renowned change in gender relations has been
the advancement of women within the sports world. Women in the past did little more than
engage in demure games of croquet or walk briskly for exercise. Today some women and gx:rls
are involved in virtually all sports. In many sports, males and females participate in nearly

equivalent numbers, and in some sports such as synchronized swimming, females predominate.

In sports' ,‘as in other facets of life, the géndcr disparities have been reduced. *

Yet there continue to be many personal troubles and public issues associated with the
barticipalion of girls and women in sport. Young girls still have little opportunity and

encouragement to play Canada's national game of ice hockey. Male high school intercollegiate

M -

athletes outnumber females by a ratio of two to one, and this ratio increases to three to one at
the university level. Recrea&ional leagues sponsored by businesses or municipalities for adults
are utilized most by men. Each morning our streets fill with male runners, for the most part’.

! The word "sport” will often be used in a general semse to mean physical activity
which is institutionalized. and competitive and which is engaged in by Canadians
from all regions. Institutionalized sport 1s that which is directed by designated
leaders, of a sports body which has a continuing existence over time - either
‘through formal incorporation or tradition. Characteristics of institutionalized sport
include schedules, recording of scores and performances, and championship playoffs
and games. Thus, when "sport” is used in its general sense, this term will not
refer to leisure time "pick up" games, which are more social than competitive.
Competitiveness, which creates an emphasis on winning, is the second salient
characteristic of the "sport” which is of concern in this dissertation.

The best summary of evidence of gender inequality in Canadian sport is found in
Hall and Richardson (1982). Their data regarding recreational and competitive Sport.
sport in educational institutions, and sport leadership indicates that women make up
approximately twenty percent of sport leadership at the national level, about
one-third of the athletes in educationa! institutions, and closer to forty percent in
elite sport. However, as Hall and Richardson indicate, gender inequality varies ‘
according to sport, level of competition and region of the country. Further empirical
research must be conducted.



» These common sense observations prompt the question "Why?" Are women and girls
physi'cally lazier than men and boys” Are females less capable of sports performance? Do
females have other imcrcsts’i' Do men have more time than women for sports? Are there fewer
opportunities for women and girls to engage in sports'.; What are the reasons for gender
dif ferences in Canadian sports participation?

These questions have rarely been answered in a comprehensive, theoretically grounded
and scholarly manner (Hall 1980). Studies of women's sport participation have been well
delimited, carefully pfepared. and descriptive, but as a whole, fthcy: have not employed any kind
of overall theory of society. There has been little attempt to link f indihgs about gender
dif ferentiation in sports participation with the burgeoning understanding of gender differences
within the world at large. Students of social life have in recent years described woﬁen's
underrepresentation in many aspects of the public world (government, education, law and
medicine, for example) and their differential rewards where they are represented (eg. low wages

“in the services occupations). Many of these studies of gender differentiation have used social
theory 10 explain Lhcirifindings from a feminist perspective. But there has been little
connection between the theories which these feminists have promoted with regard to the
nonsport world, and the findings of scholars interested in gender differentiation in the sports
world. Students of wofr{en 's sport have rarely utilized theory, and f eminist theorists have
rarely examined Sport.

This dissertation is an analysis of sport which uses the insights of socialist feminist
theorists and the descriptions pl‘O\;ided by social scientists who have studied sport with respect
to gender. In answering the question "Why do women participate in sport to a lesser degree
than men?", théories have been considered in -the.h’ght of ‘data, and new analysis has been
provided. The processes of reading, thinking and writing have been employed, in an attempt to
generalize beyond the descriptive level, and as an exercise in theory building.

" There have been attempts to theorize spdrt which have not taken account of gender.

Sociologists and historians operating in the classical tradition defined by Mills (1959, 1960)
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have begun to articulalé the relationship between sport and social class, ideology, economic
pro‘duction. and Canada's dependent political economy, using the thcorcu’cal insights of Marx.
What has bcc\n recognized is that we live in a capila.lisl economy which is characterized by
private owncfship and class inequality, and this economic system has profouna cffccts‘ on
sport. But this developing theoretical tradition has rarely examined gender differentiation
within sport in Canada, and theorists operating within the tradilibn have not generally
recognized the patriarchal nature of Canadian society in the fact that men as a group are m;m:
powerful than women as a_grm.xp. | J | “

Yet, the dcvclopiﬁg theorization of Canadian spoﬁ hoi&s promise for thosc interested in |
a full understanding of gender dif fercm‘iation in sport. This is @ux in Qofk bcstéx‘cmplif ied
by Gruneau (1983). themes of labour. ideology and inequality are traced through history to

present day capitalist society. The focus on labour addycsécs lhc:dichoﬁomy between work and -

home which grows as a result of capitalism. and whiclh\ aff eéts the educé;tion and physical

. |

education of boys and girls. Boys have been prepared for the "rough ana tumble” of work

through sports participation. Girls have been er‘z)coJu‘ragcd to be passive and ﬁunu;ar{t in the

- home, as preparation for their roles as mothers in a pau;iarchal‘ society which rcservcé unpaid
domestic labour for women. The preparation of girls for motherhobd. and the fact that
pﬁmary parents are women, affect the differential development of the sexe§ with respect to
Sports. ‘ |

The focus on inequality of these classical theorists interested in sport éan easily be

expanded to include inequality between the sexes. Because these theorists ’have conccmraied on
more than distributive inequality (inequality of accéss to opportunities ), they ‘illustrate‘ wéys in
which the relational inequality between men and women can be examined. For instance,
women participate in professional sport to a lesser extent than men not only because such

opportunities are distributed unequally but also because of the relationship, based on unequal

power, between women and men.



The discussion of ideology which is apparent in many works within the classical
tradition is also very useful to theorists of gender and sport. Much has been said about the
association between sport and femininity by physical educators and scholars, The classical
tradition can ground their notions about "attitudes” Wilhi!& more comprehensive
understanding of the relationships between ideology and labout. This tradition can reveal that
the ideology of femininity, as upheld by the "feminine image” in sport®, is directly related to
the scx‘ual division of labour which helps 1o perpetuate capitalist, patriarchal society. This link
between ideology and labour is not fortuitous for theorists working in the classical tradition,
particularly the tradition of Marx. Labour, the conscious mediation of human beings as they 4
relate to ﬂaturc in order 1o survive, is the cornerstone of analysis for classica) theorists. The
placement of labour at the center of ana%sis is the main reason that this tradition holds the
most promise for the understanding of gender differentiation within Canadian sport. '

But these broad themes of the classical tradition - labdur, inequality, and ideology -
must be examined more fully, if a theoretical tradition is to be outlined. As well, though the
classical tradilion implicitly deals with gender inequality, the explicit analysis of gender has not
been. prominent in the work of Marx, Mills, or their successbrs. What is necessary for a
theoretically grounded analysis of gender diff erenti-au'on in Canadian sport is a fully developed
feminist theory. The theory which has been utilized in this dissertation is socialist ferinist.

"Before discussing the contents of this dissertation, socialist feminist theory will be explained.

Socialist Feminist Theory

The characteristic which distinguishes feminist from nonfeminist work most clearly is
the standpoint which the feminist reséarcher takes in making her* assessments and deductions.
Feminists start from the standpoint o‘f‘ women. In answering any questions, feminists view the

‘The "feminine” athlete is one who is relatively passive, aesthctic, noncombative, and
pretty, such as a figure skater or synchronized swimmer. This image is further
discussed in Chapter four.

‘Pronouns designating the female gender may be substituted with male designates.



| world f rom the perspective which is available to women?; This challengeﬁthe traditional

: requrrement of screntrf ic “objectrvrty The f eminlst does not agree that there is some
drsmterested obJectrve pomt from which the observer can view socral life. For the feminist
{and f or other social sc1entrsts such g:Marxrsts) every observer of the socral world brmgs

certain cultural traits to the process of observation. The observer takes the vrewpomt of some

r
K

particular social class; ethnic group, natronal cmzenry and, most important f or the f emrmst of
a particular gender. The f eminist researcher must theref ore recognrze that any posmon from

which she.views‘ the world has a speclif ic locatron in the socral world and must choose the

v

_ standpomt of women o - o ‘s\ \ﬂ; .
NN . )

Alhson Jaggar (}983 356) shows how thrs\conscrous choice of a-.pamcular standpomt

def ies the assumptrons of posmvrét scrence For pdsrtrvrsts the adequacy of a scientific theory

is judged by its obJectrvrty or lack of bras Ehmlnatron of bias is obtamed by vrewrng the

‘ .world from a posmon drvorced f rom the socral life under consldera‘uon a posmon whrch can be .
taken by any- other drsr}r\terested observer. A vanety of observers vrewmg the socral world
from thrs neutral point can compare and verify therr findings. Thrs vahdatron is possrble

“according to 'positivrsts, only 1f scientists are nohevaluative, allowmg only data collected by the

‘ senses to enter 1nto consrderatron "SubJeqtrve values 4nd emotions cannot be allowed.

Yet in taking the standpomt of women, the fenunlst not only clalms that her science is -
"brased in the positivist sense, because.at its, heart are women's interests, but also that certam N
value Judgements are a key component of screntrf ic reasomng The f emmrst values gender |
equality and makes the normanve prescnptron that there should be equahty between the sexes
Feminists are a‘gainst the oppression of women, and therr task is 1o end that oppressron This
normatrve nature of femlnism is.the second feature wh;ch distingurshes af emmrst approach.

In sum, the purpose of this drssertatron is to analyze gender drfferenuatron in Canadran SpOoTt

bv taking the standpornt of women. As f emmrst scholarshrp it wrll suggest thar gender
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mequahty in spi)rt should be ended‘ - I
| Femrmsm 1s not umtary, however Ther' are four broad strains of feminist thought
ey whrch have been rdentrf ed by theorists such aé Jdggar (1983). Liberal feminism identifies
-equality of opportunrty for women and men as 4 goal, and suggests that equality can be

achleved 1f everyone struggles for and attains equal rights. Such f emrmsts generally advocate

.. 1ef ormlst change within the system as a means of creatrrj equality. T. radzuonal ‘Marxists ate

174
S

antrthetrc to hberal f emmtsts 1n this latter respect, in that they suggest that equaht) can be

- achiev only if the };aprtahst system is overthrown, Marxrsts suggest that the oppressron of
womén has arisen because of ownershlp of pnvate property and that with the end of capitalist .

- .

pu;prerty relations, the oppressron of women will end. Radical feminists drsagree strongly wrth ‘
Mamsts on this pomt They have rdenttf ied the materxal basis of patnarchy as belongrng not

| in the relations of productron where Marxrsts have placed them, but in relauons betwee/n the -
“sexes. Male control of f emale sexuahty i seen by radrcal f emmrsts as the cause of (vomen S
oppressron Finally, SOClaIlSt feminists combme the 1n31ghts of traditional Mamsts and rad |

 f e’minists. They suggest that the basrs of women 's oppression lies in both thé relauons of \
pr' tion, and in male control of f emale sexuahty For the socialist f emrmst the systems of .

A capitalism and patriarchy, not just capxtahsm must be revolutionized. /Socrahst feminism,
because it synthesrzes the msrghts anto sexuahtv of radical f emrmsm»and perceptions about
productton of - Mamsm is more theoretrcally comprehensrve than these latter two forms of

f ermmsm.

ln its | theoretrcal form, socialist f emmrsm owes much to Marxism, but also expands
wpon Marxrsrn Just as f emrmsm is normanve so too is Marxism. This is the rnam reason that
there is an af f nity between the two approaches Marx1sts and F emrmsts are umted in their

belief i m the n cessrtv of .change wuhm socxet\ Both groups see theorv as an important

'.

instrument in brmgmg about a more egahtanan society. Theory is ~1ntegral to pracuce because

J .

. sFurther elaboration on the standpomt of women " may be found in Hartsock
(1983a) and Smlth (1979, 1981b) ,

as



‘lt\ can expose the causes of inequality, and because it can help feminists and Marxists to lay the

\
‘ . ‘ ' R3]
grdundworkv for and to evaluate forms of practice.

A second characteristic which typifies socialist feminism is its grounding in material
reality. Economic realities} specifically productive and reproductive labour, influence cultural

forms. Marxrst materialism places laboug, or conscious, purposive human work, at the center.

of socral thought . Bjause human bemgs are conscious, that is, aware of mtentronahty in therr -
id

existence, jt can be that their natural behavror is mediated. In other words human

g

bemgs concerve of obyectrves and plan a course of action whrch will achre‘vc these objectrves

Such plannmg takes place before and durrng their action. This behavror medtated by thought

and planr;ing is called labour, and labour is what makes human bemgs hdm“'“'jﬂ Unlrke

ammai/ human beings transform nature through a mediated process of 'work If humm

culture is 1o be understood, the essence of humanness must be understdod; ‘and thrs can be done' ‘

only by placing labour in the forefront. Because Marxrst matenalrsm‘.,’ places labour the

: essentral qualrty of human beings, in the forefront, it is usef ulas a method of understandmg

" _sport as an essentially human, socially constructed pursurt,‘ A consrderatlon of‘ sport and o
labour shows that‘ in both instances, human beings mediate between themse’lvves and nature.

This drscussron of the relatienship between labour sport and social life wrll be taken up further

in the next sectton ' ' ,

'I?he method of Marxism is also historical. This also recommends it as a useful means

of stud\mg culture. Cultural forms are not destroyed wrth each new generatron but are passed ™™
Y

on, century by century, together with the development of the means of productron. A

consideration of history is also vitally important toan understandingE of the relations between ,

the sexes. It is impossible to consider the causes of women's oppressron wrthout wondering
’Kuhn and Wolpe (1978:7-8) point out that because Marxrsr feminist theoretical
work is still in its infancy, they have drawn the theoretrcal boundaries of their
-work inclusively .around the terrain of materialism, and haVe not focussed attention
exclusively on marxist feminist analysis €1978:8). Althought there has been much
growth within this body of theory since 1978 (See Ersenstem 1979; Barrett, 1980;
Sargent 1981; Vogel 1983; and Jensen 1985), Marxist femmrsm has yet to explain
some very fundamental issues (such as the relauonshrp l)ﬂtween productive and

. reproductive labour) consrstently



what, in the past, led to this oppression. /

A fourth characteristic shared by Marxism and secialist feminism is the assumption
that knowledge is negotiated in a social 'process, in which some meanings dominate, and others
must emerge f‘thrdug'h struggle. Marxists suggest that knowledge, such as scientific knowledge
about sport is delimited by certain dominant individuals (the bourgemsxe in Marxist
terminology) and that all knowledge reflects the interests of those who are most powerful. For
Marxists, the domin&nt‘ class contro;s what is accepted as knowledge within capitalist society.
Therefore, in orde; to reveal the\myths perpetuated by the dominant clans as a way of securing
their control of society. the world must be observed from the standpoint of the oppressed
classes. Taking the standpoint on the oppressed can demythologize bourgeois notions. This
conceptualization of 'l‘(nowledge is shared by socialist f enlinists who also believe that knowledge
reflects only certain interésts. But sociali‘sl' feminists point out t-nat the opnression of women
mcans-tl}at the soéial world must be view,led from the standpoint of women in order to reveal

_ the myths perpetuated by the dominant male gender. ThlS characterlstxc of socialist feminism
recommends it as superior to liberal feminism, whxch does not recognize its own class bias. In
affi 1rmmg the individual as the operative entity in social life, liberalism de-emphasizes the
structuraf limitation of class oppression. Equality of opportunity for individuals is impossible
where e‘quality of condition among classes does not exist.

Socialist feminists differ from 'Marxists in this assumption that the standpoint of
women provides the most adequate position from which to understand reality. For socialist
feminists, viewing the world \f rom the position of the oppressed class continues to obscure
gender equality. Marxism, though important~in revealing class bias, is inadequate because it
does not demonstrate\the inequality i)etv_veen women and men in capitalist (or presently existing
'socialist’) societies. Like radical feminists, socialist feminist start f rom the standpoint of
wofn'en. f ocussi_dg especiaﬂy on 1w'omen's sexuality and the associated diff erennes in power
between women and men. These diff e'rences in power are manffested in and perpetuated by the

division of)abour. Socialist feminist theorists always start with a consideration of labour,
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when attempting to understand the social world.

Labour, Sport and Culture

Scholars influenced by Marxism have taken account of the cemrahty of labour
inequality and ideology, and their relationship to sport. Howcver there are recogmzable
differences amongst Marxist accounts of these relationships. Some scholars stress the
determinate relationship betwpen- labour and sport. Others object to any rigid one-way
association between labo'ur‘ and sport. This latter group emphasi;es thé poiemial for conditions
within sports to change indepe}ldently of changes in the organization of labour. These debates
are not specific to studles of sport, but are associated with consideration of other cultural
forms such as art, hterature and the media®.

The two debating groups have been called the 'structuralists' (those who emphasxze
structural determmauon) and the culturahsts (those who emphasnze the transformative
capabilities of sport). Strqc_turalist accounts of culture have been stimulated.by the work of
Louis Althusser (1971) who has characterized sport as one of the Ideological State
Apparatuses. For structuralists, the purpose of sport is to reproduce the relations of ecdnomic
_ production - the exploitation A{ labbu;»by capitalists. Sport rcproduces these relations by
training athletes in the attitudes and abilities which are necessary for future work in the

capitalist system - some are taught to accept subordination and take orders; others with

.................. n

' As Raymond Williams (1976) has suggested, culture is one of the fwo or three
most complicated words in the English language. The word has been used in a
variety of ways through history, and its modern usage remains complex. Williams
(1980:13) has identified two general senses of the term, as employed by students of
culture presently: -

i) the anthropological and sociological senses of culture as a distinct "whole way of
life” within which, now, a distinctive signifying system' is seen as not only
essential, but as essentiaily involved in. a// forms of social activity, and

ii) the more specialized, if also more common sense of culture as “artistic,
intellectual activites, though these, because of the emphasis on a general signifying
svstem, are much more broadly defined, to include not only the traditional arts and .
forms of intellectual production, but also the 'signifying practices' from language
through the arts and philosophy to journalism, fashion and advertising - which now
constitute this complex and necessarily extended field (Williams 1980:13). In this
dissertation, "culture! will be employed in the second sense. '
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'leadership ability’ afe trained to manage. This training takes place whether athl“étés and
coaches are aware of it or not, because sbort is structured so that this must occur. Because of
the heavy emphasis on the replication of ideologies over time, this approach to the stﬁdy of
culture has been called "Reproduction Theory’,
| ‘Culturalist' approaches to sport ;iudy (and the study of other cultural forms) have

been influenced by the work of Edward Thompson (1963) and Antonio Gvramsci (1971). In
comradistiyncu'on. to the base/superstructure metaphor which suggests that the economic base of
society d;términcs thc cultural and ideological superstrﬁcture. culturalists have suggésted that
there is really n6 division between culture and labour,‘ or b_etween base and superstructure, for
;ill are matcriai. For culturalists.' "the symbolizing process is an important moment in the
labour process” (Whitaker 1982:47), because meanings are matetial. This notion of the
materiality of culture is émphasized in a phrase of Williams (1977): |

- - . We are concerned with meanings and values as they are

actually lived and felt . . . We are talking about characteristic

elements of consciousness and relationships (1977 :132). :
The sense of culture as a total lived experience is associated with the theqry of hegemOh'y

advanced by Antonio Gramsci (1971). Hegemony is a process threby a dominant class or

- This consen is the result of the translation of the ideology or world view® into common sense.

" is used here to mean "the characteristic world view or general perspective
of a clags or other social group, which will include formal or conscious beliefs but
also less/ conscious, less formulated attitudes, habits and feelings, or even unconscious
assumptjons, bearings and commitments”. This definition differs from a second use
of the /word, to mean "the formal and conscious ‘beliefs of a class or other social
group - ‘as in the common use¢ of the word 'ideological' to indicate general
principles or theoretical propositions, or as so often unfavorably, dogmas” (Williams
1980:26). ‘ ’ '

{
’
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notions which‘are taken to be ;reality" (Hargreaves 1982b:114). Thus, hegemonic ﬁroocss is
broader than reproductive processes related to the propagation of intellectual e_xplanations or
‘meanings at a more abstract level. Hegomony reproduces intellectual abstractions, but also
helps to reproduce what Wiﬁiams has called "structurcs of feeling”. These structures of feeling
refer more to instinc{s. or 'gut’ level reacrions than to formalized ideas about the wor}d
, (Whitson 1984:68). Sporting behavior is part of the more formalized ideological development,
and also part of the more generalized hegemonic process. It is important to Tealize that .
hegcmony cannot be equated with dominance, in that ideological hegemony
has continually to be reviewed, recreated, def ended and
modified. It is also continuously resisted, limited, altered and
challenged, by pressures not at all its own (Williams 1977:112).
Thus, though a dominant ideology exists which supports the status quo and is promoted by
those in power, it must contend with both rosidual and emergent ideologies. Residual ideologies
are those remaining from an earlier age (such as the vestigial belief in amateurisrn which is still
associated with the Olympics). Newly forrning ideologies, often promoted by underclasses or
~oppressed minorities, are called 'emergent ideologies'. <
'There has been.a range of cntxcrsm directed at both the structuralist and culturalist
positions within and outsrde sport studles Hargreaves (1982a) who is influenced by lehams
and Gramsci, scathmgly critiques Althusserianism, saymg "It is difficult to gee how this
framework can be helpful” (1982a 45). He says that the f ramework is too general and gives no
‘gui'(/iance as to how the sports ideological state apparatus works. A second problem is that
ideology and culture are assimilated in the work of Althusser with science set apart in a
separate realm, resulting in a group of scientifically cognizant analysts on the one hand and the
masses on the other hand who are so 'ideologically crammed’ that they cannot appreciate their
own structural determination. Hargreaves points out that the third problem with
Althusserianism is the lack of room for an analysis of consciousness as an acuve element in the

making and remaking of society, which minimizes the possibilities for an understanding of the

~ problems that dominant groups encounter in exerting control. Without an analysis of



consciousness, it is hard to understand conflict. A final dif;f iculty stems from Althusser's
assimilation of society to the state - every superstructural element becomies an apparatus of the
state. For Hargreaves, "this reasoning is quite fallacious" (1982a:46).

One criticism of the culturalist position stems from the premise that ideology 1s
material. In order for any social theory to be useful, it must be able to distinguish component
parts of the social world, and suggest relationships between these parts. An analysis which too
easily likens mental processes, cultural forms and productive labour cannot offer much insight
imo‘the various effects that each of bthcse factors has o,n/thc other. If ideology comes to
include too much, the analyst has no ability to differentiate between what is and is not
ideological, and therefore cannot speculate on ways in which ideology is promoted, or ways in
which it can be changedl. |

Alan Ingham (1982) has critiqued the culturalist position set out in a paper of John
Hargreaves (1982b) on sport and hegemony. Ingham contends that, in trying to a\"oid the
economic determinism of the structuralist's position, Hargreaves' théofy is not helpful in
elucidating the domination of the owners and managers of 'c'apital.in the produ'cu'on process.
He argues as.well that the theory of hegemony would have difficulty in explaining the effects of
technology and rationalisation oh sbort. and states summarily that: |

John Hargreaves' emphasis upon the relative autopomy of
culture vis-a-vis the infrastructure and upon sport as a i
dramatization of contradictory social practices seems to relegate
any attempt to apprehend the logic that contours (sets limits
upon) the range of practical possibilities to theoretical idealism
| (Ingham 1982:205).
ingham's viewpoint is that Hargreaves' culturalist hegemony theoryr is not determinist enough.

In a more recent article, S.J. Parry (1984) follows up on the type of critique
articulated by Ingham, by suggesting Lhét there ig little in the way of strategy offered by
.Harg’reavgs (1982a) and other hegemony theoristg. Parry indicates that Hargreaves has

accepted a certain reading of Gramsci, one which de-emphasizes economic determinism, and

that such a reading does not generate much discussion of revolutionary strategy. Parry asks of

_
N
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Hargreaves "What is to be accomplished? How is sport to be rearticulated to working class
hegemony? Through what agency? . . . What should | do tomorrow?" (Parry 1984:80).

In sum, the structuralist position can be criticized for overemphasizing economic
relations while underemphasizing the autonomous aspects of cultural forms and the effects of
cdnsciousncss and conflict ‘on the material world. The culturalist position conversely
overemphasizes consciousness, suggesting that ideas are matcﬁal. Thus there is insufficient
explanatory power with regard to the logic of economic processes within capitalism. In some

formulations, culturalism can lead to inadequate development of strategy. Both strains of

t
\ i

Marxist thought are deficient.

“In order to overcome these deficiencies, it has been suggested (Ingham 1982; Joh{mon
1979; Parry 1984) that the strengthé of both approaches should be recognized and employed n
a comjalete analysis of cultural forms, while avoiding the pitfalls wﬁich have been outlined.

. Central to Marxist myerfalj_sm is the notion that what we do, our labour, affects how we think.

/s/tructured.limits. Eventually, when a revolutionary process commences, the social structure
can be changed through human struggle. Marxist analysis must incorporate a hard-edged -~ -
critique of social structure and a compassionate exposition of the human struggles which go on
within this structure.

The sort of approach which combines an emphasis on struc;ure and human agents turns
on a correct understanding of the word "determination”. A structuralist interpretation (and a
culturalist critique of structuralism) defines determination as the inevitability of certain
absolute results. Using this narrow meaning, if social life is determined, it is constrained very
specifically, or fated. However, in the full Marxist sense of the word, social determination
refers to the setting of limits or boundaries within which social change can take place. Human

beings can act within these predetermined and temporary limits. Though social life is

channelled and social actions are guided in a determined world, human beings can make their
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own history within these guidelines. A determiiied social world is not static and unchanging,
even though it is disciplined and limited by the productive forces and social labour which

prevail within it. Human beings can act freely within such a structured world, under certain

/

constraints.

The key constraining, or determining force in capitalist society (o‘ tany society) is the
labour process. An accurate comprehension of sport begins by grasping t  labour process.

Beamish (1981) explains the relationship between labour and culture (sf,_ succinctly. He
. SEETY

I i

Gt
labour is the

labour (a body of ideas about sport). The student of sport, recognizing that
determining aspect of sport must analyze the physical activity which is the concrete labour of
sport, the game or object of sport labour, and the ideational constructs which emerge from
physical activity, thergame, and knowledge about sport. Beamish goes on to suggest that sport
must be reviewed with respect to nonsport labour, too. Just as sport has three significant
determinants, so does nonsport labour such as industrial labour. fhe relation between labour
in general and sport labour in particular sust be developed, ensuring that concrete labour
(throwing a ball or hoeing potatees), objects of labour (a football game or a bushel of
potatoes), and k'nowledge (a slant six pass pattern or the proper f ertilizer mix) are studied with
respect to each other. |

Beamish provides a comprehensive prescription for the social scientist concerned with
sport, by emphasizing a logical formulation of the relationship between labour and culture, and
specif yiné the formal objective categories which must be utilized in a materialist approach.
However, though he mentiops that the active subject of a social scientific study (and of life) is
a labourer making her own historﬁ', he does not emphasize the struggle which takes place aé

history is made. The sense that the social practice in which sports people are engaged is

historically constitutive, while not absent from Beamish's work, comes through more clearly in
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C'runcau’s (1983) expostulation. Gruneau sees Sports as:

distinctly social practices existing in and constitutive of

historically shifting limits and possibilities that specify the

range of powers available to human agents at different

historical moments (1983:140 emphasis added).
Gruncau, in stating that sports may be constitutive of limits and possibilities, is suggesting that
sports h‘;’nve some autonomy from the workaday world. They are not rigidly determined by

labour, and indeed can have some effect on producti\./c and reproductive labour relations. This

is because, though the rules and structures of sport are made by human agents who live in a
capitalist society which is def ined by much broader constraining rules, these agents do not
unreflectingly apply the broader rules to sporting practices. Instead, human agents mediate
between the rules of their nonsport life and their sporting practices. Therefore, cultural forms
such as sp;)rt do not reflect the social world perfectly, and indeed spbrts may comradiét the
arrangements of social life. We can see the imperfect reflection of capitalist productive
relations, for.example, ir; sports such as boxing which provide localities for Horatio Alger rags
to riches stories. Similarily, the powerful physiques and performances of female Olvmpian
shotputters symbodically comradict the ideology of feminine weakness wt.xich is part of the
patriarchal relations of reproduction. Theéc sorts of contradictions are due to tﬁe mediati(;n of
hurﬁan agents in thg social construction of sborts. Sports are not restrictively determined by a
social structure, but humanly created. They are therefore somewhat autonomous from
productive and reproductive relations.

Gruneau goes on to describe three main features of the autonomy of sports from the
dominant economic and political structures which make up the relations of production and
reproduction (1983:149-51). First, sports are "bracketed” forms of-human existence. Thev
are set apart fr.om real life, and thought of as playful, separate, fun, frivolous, and unreal.
Much of this unreality is created by the drama/licoaspeus of sports such as role play'ing.

theatricality, ritual and costuming which are found in every sports spectacular and 10 a certain

degree in any 'pick up' game. Sports tell stories about losers and winners, successes and
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failures through simple, easy to understand actions.
| Sports gain this autonomy, secondly, through a "metaphoric appeal to voluntary action
and agcnc’yl embodied in spontaneous play " (Gruneau 1983:149). The 'sacred’ side of sport
" calls for voluntary submission 1o rules of authority. The 'profane’ side of sports, conversely,
involves voluntary resistance to certain rules. Rule defiance is one way in which athletes probe
their social world. This préf ane play can be seen as a way of escaping the limiting bounds of
the everyday world, and as an escape, profane play can never be incorporated into the bounds
of dominant work relations (Gruneau 1983:150).
The final cha‘rvacteristic of sport which supports its aulo.nomy from the everyday world
is that sports make "metaphoric statements of ultimate possibilities” (Gruneau 1983:151).
Games and sports suggest that freedom, . aimeés and equality of opportunity are possible: the
best athlete wins. Perhaps t'he aesthetic sports, above all, empixasifze ther ultimate potential
beauty of the ﬁuman body. The Olympic slogan "higher, faster, farther” incorporates this
notion of virtually unlimited possibility.
In »Lhis dissertation, the structuralist emphasis on 4 determined world in which human
agents can act will be combined with a culturalist emphasis on the autonomous aspects of
| cultural forms. Both the constraining influences of capitalist patriarchal society, and the

ﬂ
liberatory potential of sports and the actions of people will be addressed.

Overview of the Dissertation

Fxamining gender inequality in Canadian sports from a soéialist feminist perspective
logically begins with statements about the .econ'omic relations within Canadian society. Socialist
feminists agree that Canada is a capitalist patriarchy. The second chapter of this dissertation
answers the question "What is capitalist pétriarchy'.;". Beginning with a critique of Engels’
position that an end to class oppression will result in the cessation of gender oppression. the
chapter outlines an alternative to this traditionai Marxist formulétion of capitalist patriarchy,

"dual systems theory ", which suggests that though patriarchy and capitalism are presently

i

/



conjoined, they each can continue to exist in the absence of the other'®, Chapter Two concerns
the material bases of capitalist 'patriarchy, both productive labour in the paid workplaee, and
reproductive labour'. or unpaid homemaking and childcare. The chapter sets out the
determining characteristics of capitalist patriarchy by sketching the boundaries or limitations of
the structure within which women and men must strugglé in their daily lives,

It is pointed out that in capitalist sbciety,thc site of productive labour has been
separated f ;om the site of reproductive labour. This separation between work and home is a
core aspect of the material bases of capitalist patriarchy. Chapter Two concludes by discussing
three further aspects of capitalist patriarchy: the co@modif ication of female labour, sexuality
and motherhood. Much of women's oppression is associated with the fact that women work at
both productive and reproductive labour and especially in the twentieth century, female labour
has been commodif i'ed. Women do cross the barrier between work and home. This barrier is
maintained, though, partly by the social construction of sexuality. Heterosexuality has been
instituted as the socially acceptable form of sexual expression, thus allo?ving the association of
women with the home and men with the paid workplace to continue. Working in conjunction
with the social construction of sexuality is the institutionalization.of motherhood, which means
tim womecn are the primary parents. Women thus feel contradictory pressures to go out and
"work ", and to stay home and care for a husband and f_amily. Because heterosexuality ahd
motherhood are institutionalized rather than "natural”, women can struggle against the
structural constraints imposed upon them.

In Chapter Three the question "What is the relationship between sport, gender
inequality and productive-labour?" is addressed. First, the séparation between work and home,
and the association of women with the home is considered. The work/home separation has
affected class relations which arise in the productive work place, and changes in productive
labour have affected gender relations. These changing class and gender relations have !

implications for the sports world.

'*Arguments against dual systems theory wiil be presented in Chapter Two.

5y
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More specifically, the first part of Chapter Three deals with the following changes in
industrial capitalism which occurred in the late nineteenth century and which have aff ected
productive labour, and thereby sport: increased rationalisation, increased education for the
working class, and increased leisure time. This historic overview also introduces commonalitics
in the class and gender struggles over sport. Both struggles related to the acceptable use of the
body, and both had important ideﬁ‘.g}al manifestations. The scction on the work/home
separation concludes by relating these historic changes in industrial capitalism, and the
associated class and gender struggles over sport, to the contemporary world.

In part two of Chapter Three, prof'essibnal sport is discussed. The possible reasons

.
why women's athletic labour has not bee_n commodified to the same extent as men's are
acknowiedged. These include biological difference, the labour market structure of professional
sport, and the beliefs of emrepireneurs and the general publicrf The chapter conclucies with a
critique of the commercialisation of sport and its effects on athletes.

The issues of sexuality and motherhood are again addressed in Chapter Four. The
central question of this chapter is "What is the relationship between sport, gender inequality
and reproductive labour?" First, sexuality and especially the presentation of oneself as
f eminine, is discussed. In a critique of the work of Metheney (1965), it is asserted that the
analysis of attitudes about femininity does not address the structural constraints against female
sports participation. One méjor structural constraint is motherhood, not because of the
Biologically necessary aspects, but because of the social expectations which are associated with
biological motherhood!!. The second half of chapter four addresses the reproductive labour of
mothering as it affects young children's locomotor develo'pment and eventual socialization into
sport. The chapter also pertains to social class, indicating how femininity and mothéring

behaviors vary in relation to social class.

1The - structuring of motherhood does not mean that women are fated to be

mothers. Indeed many contemporary women do not choose 1o mother, and many

who do mother share parenting gqually with a husband, aghther woman, or a group .
of adults. It is important to recognize the broad social structures and the emergent
ideologies and practices acted out, by individuals within these structures.



Chapter Five. This chapter first outlines why sports are useful locations for ef forts to create
ter then specifies particular reasons why éfforts within sport are

LA

social change The ch

especrally useful for f emrmsts The last half of thechapter deals wrth specrf ic means of
creatmg change:.coalitions between workmg class groups and women 's groups on 1ssues such as
employee fi 1tness and pubhc f acrhty useage; and continued mrddle class f emrmst effons to _

achieve gende equality in state supported elite sport programs. Chapter Five necessarrly

e ———

emphasrzes e possibilities for change wrthrn capitalist patriarchy. While the preceedmg

chapters stress the effects of the socral structure on the dominant relatrons within sport, it must

alwavs be remembered that human agents wrthm and outsrde the sport world are conscrous and

can act to change history. The sense of f lux and change within caprtalrst patriarchy becomes
more evident as the possibilities for restructuring sport are discussed '

. e

' -

Contnbutlons of the Drssertatron
This drssertatron contributes to the f emmrst study of social lrf e. A consideration of

Canadian sport from a sociahst f emimst perspectrve is trmely Most feminist scholarship has,
concentrated on two socral behavrors work and sexuahty Some feminists have drscussed

domestic labour and the contribution it makes to caprtahsm Others have consrclered power and
dominance as a result of sexual relations between men and women. Strll others have descrrbed

gender mequalitres in the paid workplace Many f emrmsts have been concerned with attitudes

toward work and sexuabty But in sum, most feminist research attentron has been drrected at
/ - ;

. ' l ,

I

the serious busmesses of productron and reproduction
Feminist concentratron on sport partrcrpation breaks this pattern.” As palrt of the

development of cultural studies, a feministconcentratron on sport as a cultural form can
‘[elated to

mdicate how socral life is reproduced through institutions which are not so directly

the economy Ideas and cultural knowledge are just as rmportant to study as job rfrarkets and

domestic labour and these can be prof itably explored in a studv of culture As well if cultural

A
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studres utilize the notron of determmatron approprrately, always stipulating that within =
structural lrmrtattons women and men struggle to make hrstory they can enlarge upon the

| possrbrlrt‘res_f Qr change inherent within qapr-tahst pa_ir{krchal society.
Sport as an object-of study can enhance the corpus of cultural studies because of the

notion of playf ulness that rs assocrated with it %Sport is consrdered by many to be free,’
unproductrve and separate from the real wor‘l\d While this is an idealist notion of the meaning
of sport which does not recognize thef_real material grounding of sport and all other cultural
‘fo‘rms the conceptualization of sport 3 playf ul and(separate is associated with the minimal
: consrderatton whrch femrmSts and most social scientists have grven to sports. A further
characterxstrc whrch drstmgurshes sport from other cultural forms is its focus on the body A
study of sport can sh6w the mterplay between culture and sexualrty f or instance, very
graphtcally The moving human female body can be a carrier of many messages related to
i
sexuahty and reproductive labour in ways whrch are unlike the more stationary ?rts
It must be confirmed A(;e that though socrahst feminist theory begms f rom the ‘
standpoint of women, it is n(ﬂ)gi solely aboht women. This dissertation focusses on gender, or.
the Telations ‘between the sexes. A focus on the distfibution of opportunities to women is a
necessa,ry im‘tial step ih{nderstanding the oppression of women . .The approach islcharacteristic L
of th vast maJorrty of studies on women in sport and of a great fmany studies of women in the
' soc1 1 world in general. But such an approach is incomplete, because it does not leave room for

!

’ analysis of the relationships between women and men - relatrons which are characterized by b

" --dbmination and subordination. Much of the sociology of women and sport has been a
escription of unequal drstrtbutron’ and has left the questron "Why this distribution?”

unasked12 Once the why questron is asked, answers pertarmng to the relatronshrp’between men

¢

and women (or the power of men over wornen) will be discussed. Such theory, if gr‘qunded in

material reality and not merely in psychological attitudes, will take us bevond the statistical

¢
e

?The need for an analysrs of the relatronshrps between social groups, rather than a
comparison of the: distribution of opportunities amoing social - groups has been#
clarified by Gruneau (1975, 1983:181) with 'reg‘ard to sport- and social class.
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documentation of the dislfibutive differences of resoufces between males and females. We will

then begin to discuss the relations, espécially relations of power - between the sexes. Only then
can we progress toward changing these relationships.

A second contribution which the dissertation makes is to the development of sport
. : hY

sociglogy. Sport has only rarely been researched by feminists. Thus, where sport has pee"n the
‘f ocus of scholarly attemioh, within sport sociology for example, research has been biased.
vSport sociology has generally been written by men, about men, for men. Little attention has
been directed to women in sport, though this has changed greatly of late, And - there has been
very little feminist analysis of sport, whetherw..q‘r not data have been collected about women".
'Even where sport sociologists have been critical of mainstream sociology and sport sociology,
of ten advocating a return to the classics, they have retained their mascuﬁiiis} bias!*. -

This dissertél_ion critiq.ues the mascylinist bias'* within both mainstream and critical -
sport sociology. It provides/a futther con}/ﬁbuiion to sport sociology by dealing with a variety
of themes such as class inequality, sport socialization and state support of sport while taléing
‘gender into account. My objective is not to collect new .'data‘. Rather, previously collected data

will be examined in new ways.

Al

The accusation that most sport sociology is masculinist, in that it has been written by

men, about men, and for men may appear rather smdent and requires a defense. Fnrst it
Important exceptions ‘are various pubhcauons by Hall (1976 1978 1979, 1980,
1981, 1984a, 1984b), Hall and Richardson (1982), Boutillier and SanGiovanni (1983),
- Scott Heide (1978), Birrell (1984a, 1984b) and Theberge (1983).

“See Gruneau (1983), Kidd (1981) Helmes (1981), Beamish (1981), Cantelon and
Gruneau (1982). Recent works which have taken, account of both gender and class
include Beamish (1984), Whannel (1983) and Whitsorr (1984).

- % "Masculinist bias" may also be referred to.as "sexist bias", - a bias that is
based on the expectation that people perform ‘certain social roles and not others
based simply on their sex. The difficulties which will be referred to below which
arise when gender is not taken into account would also be provoked if one had a
"femininist bias”, but because this has not been apparent within sport sociology, the
term mascuhmst bias" will be used throughout 1o denote a particular form of
sexist " bias. Masculinist bias assumes that sex roles neceSsarily exist, and further
assumes that the masculine- role is dominant, and more important. The terms
"masculinist” and "feminist" are used commonly by feminist writers in preference to
"male/female” or "masculine/feminine”, ‘to indicate’ that these biases are not
biologically based (suggested by male/female),, and encompass more than just
stereotypic gender traits (suggested by masculine/feminine). ‘
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must be clarified that sport sociologists ( largely male) have not consciously decided to exclude
, women an girls from their consideration, or to.write solely for a male audrence" Instead,
because of traditional practice both within the academic commumty and within the sport world,

"naturally” have been taken to be the objects of study. The fact that the subjects of a |
»study are all male is not seen to be important, nor to have any bearing on results. Men are
teken for granted. Sport sociologists are not usually conscious of masculinislvbias.

- But even though masculinist bias is not conscious, it does have severe effects on the
sociological understanding of sport, because an important variable, gender, is ignored. ,
Neglecting gender as a variahle ean be manifested in four r‘&ays. Er',rstr, findings about a group
of people of only one sex, nsnal]y male in sport sbciology, are generdlized es findings about
"society " or about a particular smaller socia}:"group. Such generalizations are frequently
inaccurate, and most certeinly untested, until thjects of both sexes have been examined. A®
second probl'em‘ can arise even if both genders ere included in the sample populatr;.n. This
occurs when gender is not. taken into aecoirnt-in the analysis of data. Resulté must be broken
dovwn into eubgreups df males and females if the population includes both males andt‘f emales,

Some sport scientists do take account of gender by‘studying beth males and f ernales,
and analyzing data by gender group. However, these procedures ére still prone ‘t‘o bias' if
females and males are asked diff erent questions, or studied in a different manner-. This

iff erential data collect_ion accc')rding to gender is the third problem. associated with masculinist

bias. “The fourth possible problem relates @Brf ferential analysis of data. This arises when

'udred in the same way, but similar results are 1nterpreted drfferently dependmg

» ~

sub jects-are
on the sex of the subject.
These four symptoms of masculinist bias, generalizing from only one gender ignoring

gender dxf ferences in data, studving each gender in a different way, or interpreting results

1“Although in some studies sample populatrons have been consciously limited to males
in order to comrol for the variable of sex". This limitation_does not control any
variable, but in fact obscures any understandrng of the impacf\ that sex has on
social behavior. , , v
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or female) who have not been socialized into the male culture to break througﬁhis ma

homosociability (Morgan 1981:101-3). - o :
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according to gender, are methodological problems!’. But they do not arise merely because of the
failure to adopt a nonsexist fnethodology. 'Inattemion, or se{(ist attentiouvt,o‘gérllder is deeply
ingrained, and relatés to the entire pfocess of sociological research apd scholarship. This
process enlails.thé use of methodologies in particular research studies, but .i_t extends far beyond
these restricted 'reéipes'. F or example, prior 10 setting up a research project, a scientist must
gain access to f u;lds and institutional support. For the sport sociologist, this has invariably .
meant employment at a univérsity. Continued university employment requires the development
of collegial relationships in formal and informal ways, thro(ngh intellectual collaboration,
admipistrative committee work, énd even drinks after work. As i‘s'noted by David Morgén‘ .
(1981) the culture which has developed in universities in these formal aﬁd informal ways is
overwhelmingly masculine. Morgan points out that academic rationality (which is required if
one is to produce a scholarly 'biece of work) is closely linked to "academic maschismo” or the
competitive display of masculjne traits such as the ability to fight. Therefore if a scientist does
not engage in the often brutal competitive 4infi.ght£ng, her work will not pass academic muster.

Even where this competitiveness is submerged, another masculine trait which serves as an

. exclusionary factor according to Morgan is male ‘homoso'ciability. Males tend to socialize

together, often in locations in which women are a minority. They frequently converse about -

subjects which are part of the male-oriented culture. It is difficult for scientists 8]

What bearing does the fact that men tend to compete in friendly male groups have on
sport sociology? There is much information which is necessary to the successful completion of

academic research that is conveyed in such informal settings. For instance, young academics

YIf these  problems are eradicated, then research becomes nonsexist (See Eichler
1984). Feminist research is .sometimes sexist, in that it often focusses only on

“women and interprets finding about women differently than the same finding about

men. However, this sexist interpretation is specified at the outset of feminist work,
and is employed because of the special position of women and the normative mature
of feminist research (Sec Bowles and Klein, 1983). ‘
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| frequently obtain jobs by associating with the "old bdys‘ network”. But simﬁle everyda'y
inf orm&io'n regarding who is in charge of funding, who has a ce'rtain‘s‘cholarly expertise, and
what technical Tesources are available is passed through these male groups as well. Sport
sociologists are not immune to academic maschismo and male homosociability. They work in
male dominated institutions with traditions of academic inf ighting, too. b_Aale sport so;i.ologists
have made as much use of old boy networks as have other scicmists.‘ And their research
reflects the masculine éulture of the university. | |

There are signs of change within the sport soclology community. Particularly émohgst
those working within the critical tradition, awareness of gender-issues is increasing. A keynote
session at the 1983 conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport
focussed on gerldcr isslxes and there is invariably a session relating t6 gender.at conferences
about play and Sport. 'l'here is perhaps more potential for women and men within sport .
Sociology to form male and female heterosocial groups, because sport is not a gender-bound
interest in this group. Ins_tead, s_poft is a sub_'iqct,,that_ can serve to bring men and women closer
togethér. *This dissertation reflects a growing alignment of int_erest§ within the sport sociology
community, in particular zln ‘é.liénmém of interests in stratification by gender and by social
“class. ln‘ t'hé following éllaptelﬁ', class and gender differentiation will be explored as théy

>

interact and are evident in Canadian sport.



Chapter 11
SOCIALIST FEMINIST THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Engels' contention, in The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, that

an end to capitalism would mean an end to both the exploitation of workers, and the

oppression'* of women has provoked some feminists to question whether womgn's oppression

can be totally subsumed within a Marxist analysis. Socialist feminists wonder if explanations

f or gender hierarchy can be found in analysis of productive labour alone. Their question is:

]

are women oppressed by a capitalist system, or by capitalism and by men? The position taken

by this author is that two social systems are operating, in a closely related manner. Capitalism
and patriarchy both ha\re an effect on the relations between the sexes. Before explaining and
justifying this contention,.a definition of capitalist patriarchy is needed. Heidi Hartmann's
significant article (1981) provides a definitioh of patriarchy: -
. We can usefully define patriarchy as a set of social relations
between men which have a material base, and which, though
hierarchical, establish or create interdependence and solidarity
-among men that enable them to dominate women (1981:15).

. ‘Simply put, then, patriarchy is the domination of women by men. This definition is
broader than a f re"quéntly used alternative (argued for by some such as Barrett, 1980), which'
states that patriaichy is rule by the father. This narrower definition arose when Max Weber
used the term patriarchy for a specific form of household organizatioh in which the father

dominated the family, and controlled economic production. The broader def inition is-used here

because, employed in this way, 'patriarchy' provides a summation of the complex relations

..................

“There is a - difference between "exploitation” and "oppression”. Eisenstein states
succinctly that:

~ Exploitation speaks to the economic reality of capitalist

class relations for men and women, whereas oppression

refers to women and minorities defined within

patriarchal, racist and capitalist relations.
Thus, women's oppression is a result not only of her exploitation as a wage
labourer, but also as a mother, domestic labourer and consumer. Oppression is the
opposite of power, or the ability to exercise will, even against opposition (Eisenstein
1979b:22). : ' '

25,
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between the sexes, and at the same time makes apparent the key factor in these relations: male
power. The term 'patriarchy’ is no more ahistorical than the word ‘capitalism’, because both
, “ ‘
terms refer to periods in which there were yast changes in social structure. It is necessary that

Marxists, feminists, and socialist feminists continue to elaborate on the shifts in both

8

capitalism and patriarchy over time. J

What then of capitalist*® patriarchy? Capit;hst society is characterized by private
property and prof it-making. In its most abstract conceptualization, the capitalist mode of
production results in two classes: the owners and the workers. Workers must sell their labour
power io ownéfs in ofder to survive, and owners can profit from the surplus value created by
the worker‘s..' That is, owners sell the products which the workers create for more money than it
costs to pay the workers' salaries and the others costs of production, and keeps the excess as
profit for themselves. The value of the product is created by tt;e labour which ihe workers
employ in making the product. Vélue is not an inherent characteristic of the product itself .
Because labourers crt;até profits for capitalists, there is a tendency to commodify labour that
has been performed solely because of its use to the labourer. For example in precapitalist
society, people made their own soap for personal use, but in capltahst society the labour of
soap making is now sold as a commodlty to soap compames“’ o |

The commodification of labour results in the alienation of labour. Alienation, in this
context, means the separation of the labourer from ;he product of his or her labour and from
his or her labour power itself. When the capitalist buys a workers' labour by employing him or

her and paying a wage, labour is'no longer a part of the worker, as the worker no longer owns

" It is necessary to prececd the word patriarchy with such an adjective, because
without this delimitation, 'patriarchy’ does become an ahistorical conception. Barrett
(1980:11) comments on the ahistorical use of the term by early radical feminists.
Such usage, Barrett argues, suggests that men's political power over women is the
fundamental division in' society, more potent than other divisions such as those of
class and race. The Tradical feminist position reduces the importance of class divisions
among women, and suggests that patriarchy is analytically independent of capitalism,
or other modes of production. P

* This simplified presentation of Marx's abstract model of capitalism has been
derived from Man s Cagnal, Vol 1 (1977), Mandel (1969), and Giddens
(1973:33-40). - ' :



his or her own labour. In all forms of human labour, including that labour ;hich produces
something to be consumed by the worker, the product is alienaled from the labourer. But only
in capitalism is the actual labour power, the ability to work, alienated as it is when it is sold”'.

In capitalist society in the twentieth century two major developments have occurred.
First, the middle class has grown. This class must sell its labour to survive, but managers,
professionals and white collar workers and others of the midd¥ class command higher wages,
reflecting their differential bargaining power in the marketplace. The second important change -
in late capitalism is the development of monopolies. Production of goods in excess of the
amount that consumers can purchase has led ’to capitalist crises, and these crises motivate the o
concentration and centralization of capital in the hands ‘o-f a few multinational corporg;iehg.‘
Monopol‘_v capital relations, characterized by the joint stock cor'npany, are thu‘sv.“diﬁﬁ/;ct from
the relations of earlier "free gmerprise" capitalism (Giddens 1973:35).

This brief ovérview of capitalism identifies the characteristics Qf capitalism which have
the most impact on patriarchy. First, capitalist society is class society . Within capitalist
~ society, because workers produce profits and ownerg benefit from these prof its, the working
class is oppreés“ed. Second, there is a distinction between labour whiéh is sold to capitalisté to
produce profit (wage labour) and labour which is useful to the people who perform it; but
which is not sold. wag; labour can also be called producti.ve labour. The re‘lations whic;h occur
in the paid labour market are cglled productive felations. The difference be(tween productive

labour in the paid workplace and reproductive labour in the home is that productive labour

&

2!Marx explains alienation in the economic and philosophic manuscripts, excerpted in
Giddens and. Held (1982). Alienation is also explained thoroughly in’ Mandel (1969).
The term alienation itself has a wide variety of referents. The most widespread
contemporary use is derived from psychology, when alienation is used to mean a
Jloss of connection with one's deepest feelings and needs. This is related to the
mainstream sociological sense which suggests that 'mass society' is alienating because
the structure of moders-work, education and community creates feelings of
powerlessness, normlessness, meaninglessness, isolation and self-estrangement. This use
indicates the wider range of meaning which the word takes on in common parlance.
Marx's use of alienation was much more specific. See Williams (1976:29-32) and
Isreal (1971).. Of interest to the socialist feminist theorist is Ann Foreman's book, .
Femininity as Alienation, which has been criticized for its inaccurate usage of
Marx's concept. of alienation. .




28

»

produces profits for capitalists’’. Finally, there is a tendency to commodify all labour, even

that which is performed for the benefit of the worker herself, unpaid.

The Dual Systems Theory of Capitalism and Patriarchy
There are firm links between patriarchy and capitalism. Capitalist patriarchy is a

situation of male power over wom;:n. wherein profits arc‘mad'e from private property. Male
power and capitalist powcf are united in capitalist patriarchy. Hartmann suggests that
patriarchal power is maintained through men's control over worﬁen's domestic labour and
childcare in the home (rcprdductive labour) which results from the institutionaliﬁtion of
monogomous, heterosexual marriage. Therefore, capitalist patriarchy is based on relations of
reproductive labour, as well as productive labour. While class divisions arise from productive
labour relatidns. gender divisions arise primarily from labour in thé home, or reproductive
labour. Engels notes this indirectly when he says:

The determining factor in history is, in the last resort, the

productior and reproduction of immediate life. But this itself

is of a twofold character. On the one hand, the production of

the means of subsistence of food, clothing and shelter and the

tools requisite therefore; on the other, the production of human

beings themselves, the propogation of the species (1978:737).
This statement, ‘and later feminist usa'ge Sf the term reproduction makes labour which does not
produce profits as important, analytically, as produptive labour, or labour which does produce
profits?*.

| Patriafchy, the ancient social system, is different under conditions of capitalism than

uﬁdér other economic systems such as f eudalisin, and thus can be shown to be affected by

capitalism. But, though these social systems are presently in conjunction, they each have a life

of their own. Characteristics of capitalism, which are not necessarily patriarchal can be

2 This distinction. will be further elaborated in "The Material Bases of Capitalist

Patriarchy "™ (below).

3 It should be noted that "reproduction” is used here to denote more than

childbirth and childcare, as O'Brien (1981) has used the term. Here reproduction

includes the skills of mothering, but also the skills of caring for the husband and
home such as cooking, cleaning and other forms of domestic labour.

2
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identified, and noncapitalistic patriarchal relations can also be identified. Examples of this
latter situation are seen in the status of women in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics“'or
in Communist China, where women's reprodﬁctive rights have been greatly limited by the
socialist state (Rowbotham 1972). Specific capitalist relations which arc not patriarchal (in
businesses owned and controlled by women, for example) can be found in western capitalist
nations. |
Further support to the position that capitalism and patriarchy are twd interrelated
systems is found in the fact that often the interests of men and the interests of capitalist

9

employers are contradictory. In-nineteenth century Britain, for example, women were

*y

encouraged by employers to join the labour force because they could be paid low wages, and
profits could therefore be ingreased. Male workers in trade unions organized against such
employment of women, because { erﬁale workers uﬁderc’ut the bargaining position of male
workers and because the employment pf women removed women and their services from the
home (Hartmann 1981:20-1). Eoiscnstein (1981) points out that in the contemporary world as
' well, patriarchy and capitalism are two systems of pov'ver which have to organize in relation to
each other. Conflictsv betweeri;'t}'\d'syslcms are proof of the autonomy that each system must'
have in order to operate in the interests of the other. Eisenstein indicates (1981:265) 'that while
patriarchal relations of marriage and the family sphere are. presently being uﬁdermiﬁed,
capitalism continues to utilize thesé relations as means of reprbducing labour. These conflicts
show that patriarchy and capitalism may or ma)‘f not be mutually supporiive, and can have
autonomous determinants.

| The dual systems theory enunciated above suggests, inn sum, that capitalism and
patriarchy are distinct, yet imérrelat'ed. They are both based on material relationships:
capitalism on pr;)ductive labour.. and patriarchy on reproductive labour. The locus of class

“division lies in the paid workplace, while gender division arises from reproductive labour

performed in the home. for families. Support for the dual systems theory may be found in the

See Warshofsky-Lapidus, (1978),' and ‘Molyneux, (1981).
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fact that patriarchal relations predate capitalist relations, and exist in socialist states of the

sefh day . As well, Lhe interests of capitalists do not always coincide with the interests of

/
{
“‘

Arguments against Dual Systems Theory

A number of arguments have been voiced against a dual systems theory of capitalism
ahd patriarchy?*. The first and most common one is that dual systems theory dehistoricizes
patriarchal relations, positing patriarchy, as universal. This argument has been dealt with ably
by Ham’ﬁann (1981:17) and by Eisenstein (1979:25), who note that patriarchy, while
universal, constantly changes its form. The charge of the ahistorical theorization of patriarchy

- was initially directed at the early work of Juliet'Mitc'hell t1975)'. but it cannot be levelled at the
more recent formulations cited above. Hartmann and Eisenstein both make a strong case {or
the very close relationship bétwecﬁ capitalism and patriarchy historically. They do this by
analyzing reproductive relations in dif ferent fafnily structures és they vary over time. The
concept of patriarchy is historicized by reference to the changing material»basis of
reproduction.

Male control of reproducuve labour is mamtamed partly through control of sexuality.
Because the locus of patriarchal relations in dual systems theory lies in reproductlve labour
within families, some critics have said that such theory cannot deal with women outside
traditional families. Such a criticism is similar to berating Marxism for focussing narrowly on
the ninteenth century workplace. Just as the Marxian analysis has been used with reference to
virtually all spheres of social life (including sport), socanaf efninist analysis of patriarchy be
applied to more than the relations between hﬁsband and wife in the family. Indeed it is very
necessary to focus on patriarchal relations outside of the family, so as to expose the myth that

single economically independent women live outside the bounds of patriarchy.

156ee Acker (1981) and Young (1981) for summaries.
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L3 (\
Another criticism of dual systems theory is that it allows Marxist theory of productive

relations to rerﬁain unchanged.

- . . the dual systems theory allows traditional Marxism to

maintain its theory of productive relations, historical change

and analysis of the structure of capitalism in a basically

unchanged form (Young 1981:49).
This a}lalysis is fair. The concept of patriarchy does not challenge the fundamental precepts of
Marxism; that social classes are based on the relationship to the means of production, and that
workers are exploited because surplus value, created by productive labour accrues to the
capitalist in the form of profits. Marxism remains intact in dual systems theories.

But this is not a weakness. Patriarchal capitalism is still capitalism. Even though
Marxism is 'gender-blind', it remains a tool whic\h reveals quite clearly the relations of
production, and the inequality which results from these relations. Marxist theory, though
unable to see gender, is most capable of seeing class. It is necessary to retain this t601, in an
elaborated form, but with its f undamen@l precepts intact. The elaboration of Marxism
provided by dual systems théorists, has been seeh as merely additive. anllsystems theory is
additive. But this addition is absolutely necessary in the development of a comprehensive
understanding of social relations. ' |

The best criticism which has been raised againsi dual systems theory is articulated by
Acker (1981) who says that because two éystems of oppression are postﬁlated, the roots of .
domination of women by men must be squght in nore than one place. In other words, if
patriarchy has a continuing existence of its own, the forces perpetua%ihg" this system must be
distinguighable from those perpetuating capitalism. There are two possible sources of male
dominance whiéh the dual systems theorists have outlined, Acker says (1981:7). First. men's
economic resources have been shown to give them the ability to dominate in the family. But
she points out thét this explanation of mal‘e_ power begs the ques‘tiori of how men become more
ppwerf ul economically. Secondly, dual systems theorists have said that men gain power

because "there is built into the structure of family relations an ideology of male dominance and
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fernale nurturance that perpetuates age-old inequities” (Acker 1981:8). But such theorizing,
while indicating the way that male power is transmitted through ideology, rarely shows how
such ideology is created. The psychoanalytic account of Juliet Mitchell (1975) does say that
this ideology is created through the process of bccoxning‘gcncich(l. when cach biological sex is
invested with a particular social meaning. But as noted above, this psychoanalytic account can
be criticized for its ahistoricism.

Hartmann recognizes the lack of explanation of the source of male power in her own
analysis, indicating that patriarchy as she has used it remains more a descriptive term than an
analytic one (1981:29). Admitting the inadequacies of Marxist feminism in its infancy, she
specifies some starting points for further development of the theory of patriarchy, and one of
these starting points is the effort to uncover the maierial base of capitalist patriarchy.

The arguments against dual systems theory which have been discussed above are
fourfold. First, this iheory has been criticized for its ahistorical conceptualization of
patriarchy.. Secondly, it has been suggested that duﬁl systems theory cannot analyze women
outside the family. A third criticism is that dual systems theory allows Marxism to remain
unchanged. Finally, dual systems theory is criticized for its lack of analysis of the material
basis of women's oppression. The first three criticisms have been rebutted b}y saying that the
most recent formulations of dual systems tﬁedry do historicize patriarchy, through grounding it
in changing reproductive relations; by showing that patriarchal relations exist outside the
immediate nuclear family; and by indicating that Marxism is a valid way of understanding class
relations and should not be discarded because of its inadequacy in dealing with gender. In the
following section, the final criticism, that dﬁal systems theory does not adequately explain the

material basis of capitalist patriarchy, will be addressed by discussing that basis.

The Material Base of Capitalist Patriarchy
Two systems of oppression are operating within capitalism and patriarchy: 1) the

relations of capitalist production, and 2) the relations of patriarchal reproduction. The two
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" systems, even though they may share some characteristics, are in some ways inde endent of one
another. In order to understand these two sets of relatioms, the transitional perio when
feudalism gave way to capltahsm in the seventeenth century must be examlned R berta

Hamilton's (1978) analysxs of this transmon shows quite clearly how capntahst pr \uctlon

| S

relations modify the sexual division of labour and are a contlnumg material base of atriarchy.
Socxahst feminists base much of their analysis on this period ‘because it is during thls ime that
the structure of the f amtly was.f undamental ly altered. Four general changes took place. Flrst
) the feudal family was a self sufficient economic unit whose members except for the very
youngest chxldren, all contrlbuted economically. Thus there was no separation between a
workplafce such as a factory where ec_onomieally productive work tpok place, ‘and the hOI'I:lt\C”. |
With the rise of capitalism, a distinct separation between work and home appears. \
Aﬂsecond' dichotomy which arose with capitalism is that between production and - \
consurn'ption. In the present day, Canadian f amilies produce rl'ery little, if any, of their own\

\
. food, clothmg and other necessities and luxurles The home, theref ore, is the site of

1

consumptlon of goods purchased w1th wages earned by one or more family members at a sne of
producuon Feudal family members grew crops and tended livestock, made their own clothing

" and were generally self -sufficient.

- . . - 5,

A third split, alluded to above with reference to the work-home dichotomy is the

.y

separation between "work " and "housework”. In feudal times, domestic labour or work in the
1 . o3 .
home, was part of productive labour. 1t created goods which were eventually consumed.
Whrle there was a sexual lelSlorl of labour, this division did not comcxde with a division
between work arid housework s —t Lo . :
The home, the site of hou'sework and consumption of goods, is commonly considered in'
the present day as the private sphere. Correspondingly, the workplace and marketplace have

become the public sphere. The private sphereis directly associated with the family, and

2¢€This is not to suggest that the feudal economic svstem was nonoppressive.
.Oppressmn in feudal times was based on- the requirement that peasants had to give
a portion of their produce to the lords (Hamllton 1978: 38) :

&



theref ore the family h}as become a private institution. The public-private split is the fourth
general dichotomy that was elabora.t'ed during the transition_ from f eudalism to capitalism. This
B public/private drchotomy is noted even in prehistoric societies, as many anthropologrsts mdrcate
' (Ortner and Whrlehead 1981 7) but because of the alrenatron of workers under capitalism, the
need for privacy and the distinction between the public and private s'pheres increases. )
Harnilton's overview thus indicates how the reproductive labour, including houseworQ\at_
women performed became separated under capitalisminto a privatel domestic sphere,
| How have these separations affected gender relations9 The separation between work

and housework leads to the denigration of housework as less producuve and meaningful than
"real" work. Women s work was therefore degraded. The drscussron about whether domesuc
labour is productive for caprralrsm is called the 'domesuc labour debate’. Begrnnmg with
Margaret Benston (1969), who theorized that domestie labour is valueless from the standpoint
. of capltal it was continued by Peggy Morton (1970) who srgnall/ed the fact that as mothers,
women were the reproducers of capualrst labour. Mariarosa Dalla Costa and Seima J ames
(1972) also placed_ 1mportanee on mothering, and suggested that women do rndeed perform R
productive labour. In 1974 Wally Seccombe argued that though dornestie labour is not
productrve in the Marxist sense (because housework is not directly exchanged with caprtal to
produce surplus value) it is necessary to capitalism, not only because it reproduces labour
power-,, bur because it allows_cor “ities to be converred into consumab‘le form. Seccombe
;was recognizing neeessar\' workyike shoppmg and cooking. He further pointed out that,
although wages appear o bewexchangecl- for work perf ormed on the ;ob site;, the) are really
‘ paymem. f or labour in the home which is needed to prepare the pard “%Qrker 1o, return to work
Further elaborauon on the debate came f rom Gardiner (1975) who sard that domesuc labour

‘_conmbutes 10 surplus value by keeping down the value of paid labour power ( strerchmg the - \!\

pa_vcheckj). ‘These debates as to whether domestic labour provides use value or exchange value
were not satisfactorilv resolved. What they did poinr out is that domestic labour is necessary 1o

- capitalism. Thus, the theoretical work overcame the popular notion that domestic labour is

{
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somehow worth less than paid labour Marxists, using rather arcane jargon, convmced
themselves that capitalism had obscured the 1mportance of the reproducuon of‘labour power.
" This theoretical conclusion has Yet to appear as a generalized ideolbgy among working women
" and men®’. The separation between work and housework still exists in the minds of many

—~

people, who denigrate housework .

The separation between public and private spheres limits women's opportunity/to freely
engage in the public, political world. Feminists have f requently commented on the central
importance of the association of men with the public sphere of the polity, and women with the
private Sphere of the f. amxlv This separation has been noted srnce antrquxty by many
philosophers (O'Brien 1980:97- -8). It has been pointed out that because males control political
power, men are able to control women and children. Polrtrcal control in Canada today is
affected by state structures, The transruon to caprtahsm reinforced male control over state
power. Women in capitalist society continued Yo be assocrated with the home and family, and
were dominated by men within the state structure. The public-private drstmcuon characterizes
,.‘not only the capitalist relations of production, but also the patriarchal relations of

reproduction. This occurs because state laws and pra'ctices support the traditional family
structure which reinforces reproductive relations by makmg chrldcare the primary responsibility
ol" women, and assurmg that paternity is undisputed. The private- public distinction then
supports both patriarchy and capitalism. |

The separ,ation between wogk and home also affects womt\en in a negative way. If
women are isolated in separate homes they ¢annot meet with other workers as easily as workers
who labour in the same location. Houseworkers have not orgamzed formally (in unions, for
mstan%e) to demand changes in the caprtalrst relaUOns which cause their dependency on a

\ 7

husband's wage the demgrauon of their housework, the restriction to the private world and _

*'Theorists are now going bé%ond the rather narrow efforts to fit domestic labour
into Marxrst categories, by building on these earlier analyses, and mcorporaung
women's wage labour into a more holistic picture, related to todav's concrete
realities. For a review of the domestic labour deb3§§.9 see Armstrong and Armstrong
(1983a).. , ~
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fear of the public world. Though women work collectively, f&equently Qith mothers and sisters
1o enhance their productivity through sharq‘c\ babysitting and shopping, for instance, housewife
collectivities have not been used to alter the sexual division of labour itself.

In summary, Hamilton (1978) has outlinéd f our' aspects of the material base of
capitalist patriarchy. Each separation has affected the relations between the genders, and adds
to the oppression of women?'. The seéparations can be summarized by saying that the site of
labour has been “:divided; prdductive labour occurs in the paid workplace, and reproductive
labour occurs in the home. Thus the v‘ariousﬂaspects o'f>the' transition from feudalism to
capitalism are'neatly embodied in the work/home separation, and all that this separation
continues to connote?’. It is this separation between work and home that is of major
imbortance for women, and this separation will be cemraj to the rest of discussien in this
dissertation,

-/
Capitalism and the Commodification of Female Labour §

The transition from f eudaligin xo capltahsm resulted ‘m the separation between home
and workplace, and the commodifi 1cauo€1"; of labour. It has been pointed out that, within
capltahst society women continued to be associated with unpaid reproductive labour in the
home. But women also had to sell their 1abour in the producuve sphere, alongside men.
Bonnie Fox (1980b) shows how the relations of capitalist production allow male dominénce in
4the productive, public spheres, even though women are part of the paid labour market, by
.explaining twentieth ‘cenmry changes in the reproduction of daily life. Her position, in

summary, is that working class wives take paying jobs whenever these jobs become available,

" because, under conditions of commodity production, when goods cost money, and when wages

are below family subsistence level, the wage of a working class husband isn't enough.

' Men, 100, are oppressed in many ways by these separations. For instance, they
do not share in the joys of childcare (or the problems) as frequently as women.
“’In some feminist theory (See Gamarnikow et al., 1983.) the separation between
the public and the private sphere emphasized over other separations. However, the
separation between work” and home best accentuates the effects ‘of capitalism on
patriarchy. '
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Thcgref ore, when textile workers were in demand in the twentieth century, for instance, working
class wives joined the paid labour force*°.

Fox argues that middle claés wives entered the labour market for two reasons. Firstly,
as owners of labour saving devices such as washing machines, these. women had the iime to
commit to wage labour. They also ha\d a reason to wori; for wages; many of the more recent
needs of .the middle class family such as cars and college educations cannot. be gained through
‘intensif ying domestic labour. Such commodities must be purchased, and often can be
purchased only with the additional income of the 'working' wife.

~ The socialist feminist anal);sis of the division of labour, then, suggests that the

‘ ex__igencies of capitalism maintain tﬁe divisioﬁ of labour according to sex, by reserving domestic
labour for women, an‘aat the same time urging them into the paid labour force. T};is dual role
explains the 'segr’egate;d labour of women in the marketplace, too. Women's domestic labour -
and the segregéted labour of women in the marketplace are directly related. Because women
are éxpécted lé), and do perform the reproductive labours of housekeeping, childcare. carmg for
a husband, shoppingv and money"management, they cannot commit themselves as fully to wage
labour as can men. Of primary importance is the time away from the waged job which
childbearing and childrearihg necessitates. But other restrictions are very important, t00;
women frequently cannot relocate in ord\er to accept a promotion because of their
’rcsponsibilities to their husbands; the fatigue of holdiﬁg a full-time job as a housekeeper
precludes many women from accepting difficult and/or mentally' taxing responsibilities iﬁ their

. paid labour; and the double burden of work in the home and on the job can create an increased

incidence of illness (Armstrong and Armstrong 1978:141-4). In sum, b'ecause.\women have

added responsibilities in the home, they are employed in a limited number of sex-typed johs*!

" With the advance in computer technology, some of women's labour, such as
word processing, can now be performed in the home. Thus. some women -are

performing a double day of labour, including productive labour and reproducuve
labour, while remaining in the home (Menzxes 1983).

' The poor conditions of much of women's work in Canada, as described by
women  workers is documented in Armstrong and Armstrong (1983b).-
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The preceeding discussion of domestic labour and women's paid labour has shown how,
through the transition to capitalism and changes in Jabour force partrcipalion of women in
recent times, distinct power drfferences between men and women have been enforced The
sleparatrons between work and home, work and housework, production and consumption and
prrvate and public have created a capitalist society in which men are dominant.

But there are social relations which are not always correlated with capuahst relations,
These relations comprrse the way in which procreative sexualrty, human biological reproduction
and childcare are socrally structured. These relations exist alongside capitalist production, but

existed prror to;,apﬁhsm as well. They have been identified as pamarchal reproductive

relations.

Patriarchal Reproductive Relations and the Oppreecion of Women

Analysis of the material basis of patriarchy, as Hértm‘ann points out (Hartmann
1981:29) is a task in its very early stages. Feminists have begun explicit work, and such
analysis is implicit in any work of a popular, polemical or scholarly nature which deals with t‘h‘e

social organization of sexuality, human reproduction, and childcare. Sexuality will be discussed

o
[4
o

Until the middle of the twentieth century, sexuality was considered by scholars. medical

first. _ \
Sexuality

practitioners and others who studied it to be the result of innate drives, like the quest for food.
Studies focussed on the erptic, genital aspects of behavior. Implicit in the learned ‘works of

men such as Havelock Ellis was the belief that the "sex drive” was present mainly in the male,

£

and had a heterosexual orientation. However, as Jeff rey Weeks points out (1981) since the
1960'srescarchers have begun to challenge the biological esScntialism of the first few hundred

years or so of sexology. Gagnon and Simon (1973) from an interactionist perspecuve Juliet
32 See also Padgug (1979) for an overview of the theoretrcal and research problems
in the study of sexuality. T



Mitchell (1975) who reinterprets Freudian psychoanalysis, Lillian Faderman (1981) who
discusses women's "romantic friendships” over time, and Michel Foucault (1979), who has
:yri;ten a discursive history of sexuality, are at the forefront of this rejection of the autonomy
of sex from history. They argue that sex is more than simply biological, or simply a

| pleasurable experience. Weeks, (1981), building upon the insights of Foucault has éuggcsted

r

that:

..sex is relational, is shaped-in social interaction, and can
only be understood in its historical context, in terms of cultural
meanings assigned to it, and in terms of internal, subjective -
meanings of the sexed individuals that emerge. This in turn
demands an exploration of a variety of forces that have shaped
and constructed 'modern sexuality', and these range from the
Familial and extra-familial forces that shape sexual and gender
.orientation at the level of the individual, to the social and
industrial transformations that have altered class relations
(Weeks 1981:12).
Recognition of the faet that sexuality is constructed historically, and is not a biological given, is
: ) L.
imperative to an understanding of the patriarchal relations of reproduction. Sex is like other
social behaviours in that it is governed by arbitrary rules which are passed from one generation(
to the next. Without seeing that sexual forms are socially based, one cannot posit the
possibility of altering the'predominant forms of sexual expressién. In the western world today,
" .the socially acceplabie form of sexual expression is heterosexuality. .
Amhropologxcal evidence must be tapped if heterosexuality and its relatxonshlp to
patriarchal reproduction is 1o be understood One anthropologlst who has made an effort 10 see
1,)
helerosexuality as an institution is‘,Gayle Rubin (1975). Rubin synthesizes the work of
Lévi-Strauss and Freud in her effort to illuminate what she calls the sex/gender system, and the
' exchange or 'traffic' in women which maintains this system. In her exigesis of Levi-Strauss’
(1969) examinalidn of kinship, she p_oints out that kinship structures are based on the
"e.\‘changﬂ of women". In prxmmve social orgamzauon gift gwmg served to cement relations

between societies. Mamage the giving of a woman, was a basic form of exchange Rubin

points out that such gift giving results in many more rights for men than 1or women. Men the



exchangers, had more power than women, the exchanged.

. . . the exchange of women is a profound perception of a
system in which women do not have full rights to themselves
(Rubin 1975:177).
Women, in primitive societies, with few rights, were thus controlled by more powerful males.
Probing deépor into the 'labyrinth'.' of Levi-Strauss' thought, Rubin realizes that
heterosexuality had to be instituted if the exchange of women for nylarriage. was to continue.
Heterosexual unions were assured by creating economic interdependency between males and
females. That is, labour waé divided on the basis of sex so that the smallest possible
economically self -sufficient unit had to be composed of one man and one woman (Rubin
1975:178). In summafy, the divisit;n of labour by sex maintains heterosexuality, which
perpetuates a patriarcha!l kinship structure. Rubin shows that heterosexuality was
institu;ionalized in primitive societiesr and did not come about biologically. Shé s&éondly shows
how institutionalized heterosexuality served to inéimain male power through kinship structures.
But can these thoughts of Levi-Strauss about primitive societies be applied to the
modern age? Surely Canadian society of today is not organized around an'exchangé of women.
Even if heterosexuality was institutionalized among primitive peoples, and even if it did
perpétuaté male power, the same cannot be said of the present. Is not matriage of today
entered into freely, by choice? | |
Rubin "updates” her reading of Levi-Stra_us's by indicating how complementary his
principles are with Freud's twentieth century insights. Without replicating what is a complex
argumem' (Rubin 1975 :192-199), and without e#plaining the dynamics of kinship structures of
today (located in the nuclear family), this 'fit' between Levi-Strauss and Freud can be briefly
summarized. | |
The preéision of fit between Freud and Levi-Strauss is striking.
Kinship requires a division of the sexes. The Oedipal phase
divides the sexes. Kinship systems include sets of rules
governing sexuality. The Oedipal crises is the assimilation of

these rules and taboos. Compulsory heterosexuality is the
product of kinship. The Oedipal phase constitutes heterosexual
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desire. Kinship rests on a radical difference between the rights 1
of men and women. The Qedipal complex confers male rights
upon the boy and forces the girl to accommodate herself to
lesser rights (Rubin 1975:198).
What is important herc in supporting the thesis that institutionalized heterosexuality perpetuates
male dominance 1s that Freud shows that exclusive heterosexual desire is learned, not innate,

The institution of heteroscxuality and associated sanction of homosexuality is
fundamentally oppressive. é)ppression arises for twé reasons. First, both men and women are
oppressed because their acceptable choice of lovers is limited as people do not have the éagne
freedom of choice to demonstrate love with a person of the same sex. But institutionalized
heterosexuality is oppressive to women, rather than men, for another reason. Because of the
economic dependency of women on men in general, relationships between women and men
cannot be interdependent. Insteac; . as long as capitalist, patriarchal relations characterize the
politicz;l econc;rnic form of production, heterosexuality as an institutionalized form of
reproduction will be oppressive to women because women will have 10 depend on men's waiges ..
Women will be taught to live and labour in relationships of economic dependence. It must be
emphasized that helerosexual erotic expression in itself does not oppress women. Whal is
oppressive to women is their lack of choice in sexual and economic partnership, and the
resulting link between the only normatively allowable sexual expression, and economic
dependence.

Closely associated with institutionalized hcterosexhality and the resultant oppression of
women are the nonbiological manifestations of gender, such as dress, deportment, and léisure
pursuits. Certain stereotypic ways of behaving have been labelled "masculine” or "feminine ",
and it is expected that women and girls should be feminine, and men and boys should be
masculine. Psychoanalyst Ethel-Spector Person (1980) notes that there is an interrelationship
betweéﬁ training in masculinity and femininity, and sexuality. Training a girl to be "‘f‘e?hinine".
without specifiéally teaching her about sexuality, can affect-her sexual behavior. Person says:

Gender launches the individual onto a specific ps_vchosexual'
pathway. It is decisive for the shape of the oedipal
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configuration which is a crucial event in acculturation. In

addition, socialization into passivity or activity, subordination

or autonomy is decisive for the way sexuality (sensuality) is

experienced, and for the fantasies that attach to it. Thus

gender training, not just the previous record of sensual

- experience, molds sexuality (1980:50).
While Person does ndl extend her reasoning into the economic sphere, it is clear that gender
training which prepares female children to be heterosexuals is thus preparaiion of women, as a
group, to form sexual liaisons with those who are more economically powerful than they.
One purpose of f er;lininity training is to prepare women to be mothers (Mitchell 1975)"
Little girls are .Laught to be nurturant and domestic so that, in the future, they will care for
their husband, children and home. Because families and homes differ according to social class,
femininity training varies according to social class as well. Eor instance, a daughter of the
middle class might be taught that performing well in school is important, so that she can go to
university and meet suitable marriagé partners, while a working class girl (together with her
Bréther) might have to conclude formal education after high school and go to work. Another
class contrast lies in the age at which young women marry. Working class girls may be
encouraged to marry early, often in order that they will no longer be economica\lly dependent
on their parents, while middle class girls are discouraged from an early marriage (Rapp
1982:173). Thus, among middle class women, the notion of autonomy and independence might
be a strbnger element in the social construction of femininity. Research on intra-class
differences in Britain has shown, as well, that definitions of femininity represented in sexual
conduct vary according to class location (McRobbie 1978).
But class differences asidc, the result of institutianalized heterosexuality and stereotypic

ferpininity training is the creation of the family unit based on heterosexual adult partnerships.

In these partnerships, it is commonly women who undertake much of the parenting.
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Motherhood:

Many feminists have stated that the root of women's oppress;on is in their
responsibility for mothering®’. Radical feminist Shulamith Firestone's (1974) thesis is that if
women are to be liberated, they must be freed from their biological responsibility for
childbearing; that procreation and birth should become a technological, rather than human
process. Dorothy Dinnerstein (1976) writes that 'human malaise' stems from the division of
responsibility, opportunity and privilege between the sexes, with the most fundamental
autribute of this division being the responsibility of women for childcare. Adrienne Rich
(1976:13) criticizes the institution of motherhood because it ensures that women remain under
male control. Pat Schultz ( 1982:124) notes that as long as women have primary responsibility
for childcare, they will be less able to pursue job opportunities, and will be discriminated
against on the job. All of these women, most of them mothers, optimistically speculate on the
wﬁys that women can overcome the opprgssion generated by socially constructed \pfttems of
mothering, through b‘etter daycare, or by taking control of their onies. Orasa résult of men
choosing to participate in childcare, or together wiiﬁ the fight for sécialism. The molhe\gobd
.issue, whatever the prescripiion, is"one which feminists have always dealt with, and must
continue to address.

A primary assertion which must be discounted by feminists who wish to dissolve the
sexual ordering .in society is that women mother because of necessity.l Anti-feminists of the
past and today see women's procreative capacity as the determinant of her situation. It is only
natural, according to conservatives and reactionaries that women should be childcarers. Any
other arrangement would deny biology .

One group of feminists. suggests that sex differences with regard 1o parenting behavior

are a result of $ocialization. not biology. Maccoby and Jacklin (1974) for instance, report that

.

' Mothering here indicates all the activities which are a part of raising a child,
such as caring for physical needs, teaching, feeding and clothing. Almost all the
tasks of mothering (except, for breastfeeding, for example) can be performed by
men, and all tasks can be performed by a woman who is not a biological parent.
This could include parturition and labour, if a fertilized egg were implanted in the
womb of a surrogate mother.
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doll play, more predominant in girls because girlsAare given dolls to play-with more often, leads
to assimilation of the female gender role. These liberal fefninists give very little ground to
‘biology as a determiner of the fact that women are responsible for childcare.

Nancy Chodorow (1974, 1978) using a psvchoanalytic perspective which takes account
of biology, but also gives credence to the operation of. psychological sex differences, has
examined the reasons for primary parenting by women. Psychological differences according to
Chodorow are not predetermined by biology, but result from the social fact that women
mother. Children, both males and females, are cared for by women, and as a result of changes
which go on thoughout maturation, primarily during the oedipal period, they become gendered
individuals **. The boy must replace his early identification with his mother by an identification
with his father. Because the father usually works away from home'*, this identification is
difficult for the boy. He must fantasize about his father's role, the male role. As well, he
must reject his mother by denying his attachment to her. He therefore represses and devalues
what he considers to be feminine within himself. He appropriates for himself cultural spheres
such as the moral, ;eligious and creative, which he considers 10'be masculine, and rejects the
sphere of nature, which he designates as feminine. This. all occurs at the level of the
unconscious and has been called th;: ‘oedipal crisis' (Chodorow 1974:50).

The development of the girl's oedipal crisis (articulated as an adjunct to the anélysis of
the boy s crisis by the Freudians) contrasts with the boy's because the female role is readily

apparent to the child in the home. " As well, the girl doee not have to reject her early

2

*These changes were first outlined by Freud. and have been alluded to above in
reviewing Gayle Rubin's svnthesis of Levi-Strauss and Freud. ‘

** The assumptions built into the analysis described here are based on a westermn
middle class. nuclear family wherein the father is the breadwinner and the mother
works in the home. Thus Freudian theorv has been charged with class and
ethnocentric bias. But for Chodorow's points .and the psychoanaivtic view to be
acceptable, the caretakers need not be biological mothers, and there can be more
than one female caretaker (as in the Isreali kibbutz, for instance). As well, early
identification between mother and.-child need not be as strong as in stereotypical
nuclear families. The two assumptions which must hold regardless of the class or
culture in which the child is raised are that women are devalued and that women
are the primary childcarers. Freudian theory i salient whenever these assumptions
are met (Harding 19%1:157-8).
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identification with her mother. Her pre-oedipal and oedipal gender identification is
continuous. prcvcr, a discontinuity develops for the girl when ;hc shifts her choice of
sex-object from the primary sex-object, her moth+ . 10 her father and other males. This
rejection occurs through the 'castration complex’, when the girl discovers she lacks a penis,
blames this on her mother, and rejects her.

This definition of the developmenll of the female personality as based on the lack of a
penis has incensed many feminists. But Chodorow, like Mitchell (19?5), has recovered some of
what Freud had to say, utilizing other Freudians such as Deutsch (1945). Her detailed
consideration:

reveals important f gatures of female dc;vclopmem especially

about the mother-daughter relationship, and at the same time

contradicts or mitigates the absoluteness of the more general

Freudian outline (Chodorow 1974:52).
The relationship between mother and daughter, according to these late; Freudians continues to .
involve the daughter's dependence (;n her mother during and after the oedipal phase. As well,
the strength of the daughter's relationshipk with her mother is felatef:i to the father-daughter
relationship, and thus the resolution in favor of the father remains "very tentative" (Chodorow
1974:53). Attachment to her mother continues to be important for the girl throughout her life.

Sex-role learning, or the socialization to which liberal feminists refer, builds on this
unconsciously internalized gender identitv. Chodorow's analysis merges an understanding of
biology with socialization through role teaching' and learning, by referring to the psvchoanalytic
process. She gives credence both to biology and to the conscious construction of gender
tﬁrough socialization, but links these througﬁ_ the theory of early unconscious internalization of
relationships with the mother. Chodorow explains tha’t women mother as a result of social
learning in the context o f unconscious internalization, and biological difference (1974:54). Her
awareness of the inequality betweenr the genders r'eri;q‘mends her approach as superior to
theories of parenting and child development which do not take account of the oppression of

women.
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The sex-role socialization which takes place at the conscious level during childheod and
adolescence is grouﬁdcd in the cconomy, history and culture of the socicty in which\'{t takes
place. Chodorbw refers toa qross-cultural study of sex-role socialization (Barry, Bacon and
Child 1957) which dcmonslrate‘s variation according to socio-cultural factors. Yet sex

¢

differe'n(?es manifest themselves in a general sense. Boys tend to be socialized toward
achievement and self -reliance, while girls are socialized toward nurturance a;ld responsibility.
Girls become more dependent on and interdependent with others, while boys learn to deny this
involvement with others. The adult male personality can be described as autonomous, and male
socialization takes place within situations in which the individual is part of a larger social
organization or system of bonds. Girls arc socialized in situations in which the individual

herself is the focus. Her personality becomes more communal. She is socialized under sharing,

rather than institutional, hicrarchic structures. In sum, she develops a greater need to merge

and identify xyith others than 4
These gendered perspm ;
different, but stratified. T 1 women mother leads to the devaluation of women.
More specifically, during the oedipal crisis, boys iéarn to identify with men partly through
* rejecting women. They come to ridicule all things feminine, in order to differentiate
themselves from femininity. This devaluation of women is typical of patriarchal cultures. It
must be recognized, however, that primﬁry parenting by worfien is a social construction, and
that even within patriarchal cultures, there are many#‘ivnstances of primary parenting by men.
Sorr}‘e contemporary families are headed by a lone father (Hisgrave 1982). In many families,
fathers have taken over parentiﬁg activities formerly performed by women, often as a result of
the extra responsibilities which mothers have taken on in the paid workforce. Russell's (1983)
description of non-traditional, two-parent families in which falheré are highly participant in
childcare and mothers are employed outside the home shows thzt there is a considerable range ‘

in levels of father participation in parenting. Fathers and mothers who share parenting

reported to Russell that the fathers had a better rélationship with their children, and that the
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mothers derived increased independence' and personal satisfaction from their pard work’ (Russell
1983:204). Evidence about ‘the effects of shared parenting on children 46 divided. v |
Hethermgton (1965) determmed that boys who are stereotypically masculme have f athers who

are more tradmonal decisive, and dommant but that the developmem of femmxmty is not
~af fected by variations in the division of paremal power. However, more recent study has
shown that if a father encourages his daughter to model his intellectual efforts and achievement
motivation, he can heighten these attributes in his daughter (Radin 197¢). Though the class
. restricted nature of this latter possibility is apparent, ﬁadin 's study points out that as parenting
changes, fathers can take more direct resnonsibility for their daughters’ development. The -
personality develobment of the sexes under these conditions would be altered?®®.

" The development of differentiated personalities, and stratified sexes, a5 a result of

mothermg (primary parenting) by women reproduces itself with each generation. The girtl,
wrth a greater need to merge with others than the boy because of the importance of emotional

]

affecuvny in both mother- daughter and father- daughter relanonshrps frequently ‘cannot find
AN

fulfillment through her husband, whohas not internalized the same needs. In general, women
have learrned‘to desire and demand more intimate smotional and personal bonds than men
desire and demand. Chodorow suggests that in order to fulfill their needs to identify wéth and

" relate to others, women bear children, These chrldren mothered by women Jnternalrze

L

gendered personalrtres and an understanding of sex hlérarchv and the pattern is repeated
The impact of -the economy on the assignment of childcare responsi‘bﬁjties'dpes not
have to. be dis¢counted in the psychoanalytic account. In answer to the question "Why do

women mother?" Chodorow and other psychoanaly tic theorlsts can answer that mothermg by

women is partly due to the influence of the economy "%‘;& Q
: e

36Alteratron in parentmg can reflect a. changc in style of parenting, as ‘well as, the
amount of "parenting. Traditionally, men have fathered through expressing affection
for their daughters and stimulating their sons {Parke 1981:44) (through suGh
activities as sports, in which men often play the primary parenting role). These
"traditional ‘patterns encourage stereotypic gender development. More time spent on
fathering using traditional parenting styles would do little to change the development
of personalities in sterotypic ways.



Family organization, childcare and childrearing practices and
the relations between women 's childcare and other
responsibilities change in response particularly to changes in the
organization of production . |. ». Sexual inequality is in itself
embedded in and separated b the organization of these
- institutions, and is not reproduced according to or solely
because of the will of individual actors (Chodorow
1978,:32-34).
This passage illustrates the conjunction betwegn socialist feminist theory and psychoanalytic
theory While some psychoanalytic theorists Have ignored the changmg mode of production
‘over time” others such as ‘Mitchell (1975) have utilized the insights of Marx and Freud. The
union of Marxism and psychoana]ytic theory creates a body of thought which identifies the
historical and material structures which delimit sexuality and gender at any given period.

The above arguments show that in answer to the strict determinists who sav that female
anatomy is destiny, and women and only women must mother, feminists can raise a three
pronged objection. First, socialization, or conscious role-learning plays a large part in the -
preparation of children for their adult roles. Second, unconscious processes during infancy and
childhood generate gender dif ferentiated personalities. which are amenable to the acquisition of
sex roles. And finally, economic forms require and encoiyge gender dif ferentiated productive
and reproductive roles Indeed. the f ermmst has a large arsenal with which to combat
statements that women's opp\ressnon 1s natural. But it is rgot enough for feminists 10 determine
why women mother. A f ui',ther motherhood issue which requires theoretical formulation is:
how does mothering oppress women? What are the processses which generate unequal power?
Why does a task which, for individuals, (both mothers and children) can be emotionally
rewardmg and l" ulf 1llmg lead to subordination of the people who perform it? -

Chodorow in her explanation of the developmem of gendered' personalities indicates |
one way in which sex oppression is perpetuated by mothering. In rejecting his mother. the
young boy comes 10 reject the feminine, and this rejection. replicated in ali-males’ comes 10
3" For Dorothy Dinnerstein (1976), ‘male responsibility for the extra-domestic worldv_
arises out of biological necessity, not because of power relations which have been

socially constructed by men. She says that "the structure of the (sexual) division of
“labour has been mandatory, given our phyvsical past” (1976:177). .

'
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~ permeate society. The female, continuing to identify with her mother, internalizes this

rejection, and thinks of herself as inferior.

- the mother inevitably represents to her daughter-(and son)

- . Tepression, passivity, dependence and lack of orientation to
reality, whereas the father represents progression, activity,
independence and reality orientation. Given the value
implications of this dichotomy, there are advantages for the son
in giving up his mother and identifying with his father. For the
daughter, feminine gender identification means identification
with a devalued, passxve mother . . . (Chodorow 1974:65).

g

This passage presenls the psvchoanalx tic éxplanation for gender inequality resulting from-

female mothermg.'

@

But there is another, conscious way in which mothering perpetuates women's |
oppression. Dorothy Smith (1981a) articulates this-process. She shows how middle class
mothers assure that their sons and daughters are trained for the capitalist economy. Middle

class children learn how to behave and get aheaa in school and therefore are able to reach
0.

mgher levels of education, which in {urn assists Lhem m mamtammg their class posmons
. . \ N
In general, middle class. mothers are both expected 1o and do
spend a great deal of time and work arou%:i the organization of
time to facilitate the children's-work in school and in
evelopmg their children's skills in nonspecific ways summed
up in 'cultural background’ or 'languagé abilities . . . .
Mathers train their children in the responsibilities of
, schoolwork. in scheduling, in mood control, in the organization
s of physical behavxor adaptmg them to tbe classroom (Smith
- 1981a:344). oL
Thls is work that’ 15 necessar\ to capuahsm ‘As we] by preparing middle class chxldren to fit
P B °
. ,mg&f?e apitalisé system. mothers prepare them 1o, continue a svstem that is based on the

'

dextiad division of labour”. ' o - - IS
Working class mothers also he p 10 car,. on’ the class structure. Luxton (1980) has

\ - Y .
documented the conmbuxon\ that the women of Flin Flon. ‘Méniloba. wives of minc workers,

.

* However, the same sor: of preparauon o,ﬁchﬂa who was atlending an
educational institution which trained children 11" alternate, noncapnahsuc ideology
might serve as a challenge to capitalism, and therefore 1o patriarchv. Mothers who
send their children to open schools, run ‘on socialist-feminist *principles for instance,
might be part of a movement to revolutionize -capitalist patriarchy.
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make to reproduction of the labour force, As the women themselves know, wives'

" contributions in the home, keeping their husbands and children fed, clothed and ready to return
to school or " ork, is absolutely necessary if capitalist industries are to continue. Again, by
facilitating production in the economy, thé'se\worhen perpetﬁate status quo reproductive

‘

relations, including sex inéqual’ity. The domestic labour of working class wives, together with

N

Dual Systems Theory and Human Struggle
\
Evén as women's oppress:on is perpetuated by social institutions (socially constructed
\
heterosexuality and mothering, the separation between work and home together wnh the

commodification of f emale labour), Women struggle to resist oppression. Dual svsterqs theory
suggests that there are two ObJCCUVCS of struggle the overthrow of the class strucu;fﬁ

_ capitalism, and the creation of equal genders. The Marxist inﬂuence within dual systems
theory leads to normative suggestions Tegarding class struggle, while feminism influences ‘
discussion of gender struggle. It must be underlined here that dual systems theory is a theory -

of struggle not merely a description of structures and fated relamonshlps Hartmann says "As 4 2»

I3

feminist socialists, we must organize a praclice which addresses both the struggle against

patriarchy and the struggle against capitalism ( 1981:33), indicating that human bagenc_\' isa

vital component of a world def ined by capitalist patriarchél boundarieé. |
At times the struggle to end class inequality merges with women 's efforts to end their

own oppression, as in movements of working class women to imprdve the conditions of their
* 'Here.a cautionary note must be sounded. Feminists, realizing the strong influence \

of women as mothers, have in some cases placed 100 much importance on

molhermg Their analyses of mothering, and mothers. have caricatured the impact of

mothers, and have been overly critical. The reverse of this problem’ has occurred as

well, when feminists -have written that. in the absence of economic constraints

forcing women 1o -mother, women could choose to mother. and those that did could

create an idvilic world for themselves and future generations. If feminis{ theory is

to advance. the two-way relationship between mother and chnld must be recognized.

allowing that mothers do teach, control and :manipulate chlldren but ‘recognizing the -

powers of children as well. Feminisis must also overcome the quite eagily induced i

rage al mothering, and -at mothers, which grows as one confro\nts the [engendering

process (See Chodorow and Comratto 1982).

.



.51

labour at home or in the paid s}vorkplace. Bul more f requently, feminist struggles have been
waged by middle class women, and class struggles have not addressed gender dis-crimination "
Labour movements in the late ni‘neteen;h century favored the restriction of womien to the
private §p’here. In contemporary society some labour leaders still see the employment of
women as undesirable*®. Bacchi (1983) in a history of the women's suf frage movement in,

Canada demonstrates the middle class basis qf the feminist fight for the vote. These and other
[ \

\ '
examples show that there are two locations of struggle against capitalist patnarchy.
There are also two levels of struggle: issues must be addressed at both the ;;erSOnal and

the collective level. Because the material basis of patriarchy resides in the soci® organization of

sexuality and mothering, il 1s just as important to address structural relations between two
people (for instance 4 man and a woman in a marPage) as to confront the relations between
the owners and the warkers: Similarly, the social interaction between a boss and his employee

provides just as much promise for social change as a batlle against the patriarchal state by the
P : \
women 's movement. . While the roots of inequality and oppression lie in the relations between

collective groups (classes or genders) these relations are enacted and represented in microsocial
mileur. It is important not o leave the individudi out of the collecuvity.
.{fii

. Y

This emphasis on the individual iliuminates the Marxism'.withm dué{ svstems theory.
The individual woman or man is of ten lost in abstract Marx‘isf constructs which cast two
'opposing classes, the proletanat and the bo:&rgc'osie‘ against each other. Though Marx's
writings can be interrogated for their focﬁs on the individual and human agency‘", thereis a
tendency within contemporary Marxism to de-emphasize the infiuence of individuals over ume.

As Mary O'brien puls it

The question of the individual 1¢ one which produces a number
of knezierk respenses from many Marxists: cries ol bourgeo:s

34

A spokesman for the - "Dandelions™. a mostiy male group of unempioyed labourers.
voiced his belief that unemplovment should be addressed because 1t causes wives 10
‘have 1o, go out and work (Edmonton Jjournal. May 2. 1985 p Bl !

“'See Archibald (1985) who treats the development of theories of .individuation :n
Marx's discussions of various stages of human history, though with kittle awareness
of the masculinist bias within Mary's wrntings.
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individualism, subjectivism and psychologism rend the air . . .
(1984:94). .
In contrast, a dual systems theory of socialist feminism places emphasis on individual human
agents. This is due in parn to the commonalities which socialist f gminism shares with liberal
f ¢minism. As Jaggar (1983) points out, the liberal emphasis on the freely thinking ihdividfxal
haé affected socialist feminist analysis of the importance of the individual within the :
collectivity. Ensenstem (1981) sketches the influence of nineteenth century liberalism on .
contemporary feminism, including socxallst f emxmsm” The mdxvxdual microsocial emphas:s
within Marxist theory, together with the focus on individual rights of libcrals, have been
reclaimed by socialist feminists who employ-a dual systems iheo'ry.
One direction in which an examination of microsocial relations allows analysis to
‘expand is loward an evaluation of the conscious and the unconscious processes in individuals,
as they relate to ‘_the social world. The study of the individual is conjoined with the study pf the
social structure w;'thin psyvchoanalysis. When the péychoanaiytic approach is imbued with the _
insights of Marxism and feminism, ity becomes a useful tbol for the study of the individual
within capitalism and patriarchy. Lewis (1985:120) in a review of the debates over the |
conjunctions bf capitalism and patriarchy calls for the 4us'e of psychoémalytic theory as a
method of illuminating many as yet obscure issues. But ahldual systems theory can make uhsevof_ '

psychoanalytic insights not only for analysis, but also 1o provide prescriptive statements. The

final chapter of Juliet Mitchell's Psychoanalvsis '@g Feminism on "the Cultural Revolution”
suggests that a specific struggle against ﬁatrigrch:&fﬁdébloéy, as perpetuated in the unconscious
through the bourgeoise family, must be waged. Nancy Chodorow (1978) makes specif ic \
recommendations about the restructuring of ‘parenting in order to undermine capitalist
patriarchy. Such insights enrich urbidimensional Marxist statements about the future.

S

‘-An e\ample of a liberal individualist claim which: is shared by both liberal and
socialist fermnists is that the decisions surroundmg pregnancy and abortion should be
made by individual women usmg their human rights to control their own bodnes
(Eisenstein "1981:237-8).
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| Finally, because dual systems theory focusses on struggles between individuals and
between collectivities, and takes account of subjective consciousmgss and even the unconscious,
this theoretical position extends to analysis of culture. Cultural forrhs such as literature and
1t affect the individual consciousness most 1mmed1ately Ideology plays a” prominent role in
a dugl systems analvsns of labour As mdxcaled in chapter one, cultural f orms play an
important role in the reproduction of economic relations. Dual systcms theory recogmzcs the
indepenident struggles of women to ‘change lhe:r own consciousness. The primacy given to
© women s\consuousness is necessary to a discussion of culture as well -
\ - 1

| ’Conclusion

.

The_ alen‘al basis of capitalist patriarchy has been adclrgssed. In summaft}?'capitaligl

(8

- . ’ . S
patriarchy is maintained firstly by the capitalist division of labour characterized by a sphere of

reproductive la ur for women and a sphere.of paid labour for men. These relations also
consist of ghettojzed paid laboor for women. Secondly, patrizifchal reproductive relations
comprise the insti ullonalimtion of heterosexualily the social 'construction of femininity and
masculinity, and pllman parenting By women. Four components of capitalist pamarchy have
thus been analvzed: \\Lhe capntahs( separation between w\ork and home and the commodificau’on
of female labour whik;h characterize productive labour relations, as well as sexuality and
motherllood which characterize relations of reproduction: C

There is an onébing debate about the nature of the material basis of cépitalisl
patriarchy. ‘ Though many theorists ha®e rejected the use of dual systems terminology,
_consideration of malerla‘l ‘r\\elations wh respect to gender in cépitalist societies still turns on the
question of the past and f u“t‘ure relationship between capitalist productive relations and
reproductive reléu’ons. Whether or - <~ reproductive relations are termed "pamarchal "
and given credence as a "system" can . is @ semantic nicety, if theorization and debale
are engaged in without the benefit of thorougn historical, comparative and descriptive°ana‘lysis‘

‘

of productive and reproductive labour, including all cultural forms. Until the skeletal
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theoretical development which has taken place within socialist feminist theory is fleshéd out,

- the debate over the autenomy 6f ﬁatriafcﬁy ‘f rom capitalism cannot mature. Examining

‘ specific instances of capitalist patriarchal relations, espgcially the very human st’ruggles in
which men and women, as well as class and éender groups participate is necessary to the further

growth of socialist feminist theory. Theref ore, in succeeding chapters, the relationship between -
_ Ve ‘
four components of capitalist patriarchy will be discusséd with respect to gender inequality in

sports participation, and the sttuggles in support of equality in sports*?,

-4 Most recently, the debate on sex and class has occurred within the pages of New
Left Review and Studies in Political Economy (See Brenner and Ramas 1984; Barrett
1984; Armstrong and Armstrong 1983a; Connelly, 1983; and Lewis, 1985). While all
authors reject the use of "dual systems theory” with regard to their own work,
Brenner and Ramas (1984) and the Armstrongs (1983) contend that Barrett (1980)
has essentially taken a” dualist position. But Brenner and Ramas (1984), in their
advocacy of a greater consideration of the biological and its relationship. with the
social world, state that "We must now consider how the development of capitalism
may have altered this relationship” (Brenner anid Ramas 1984:48). This statement
assumes that a system constructed on a bio-social foundation can exist autonomously
from capitalism, which can "alter” the relationship between the natural and the
social. Though there is a solid interpenetration of the sexual division. of labour
(based as it is on "the exigencies of biological r oducuon ) with the capitalist
division of labour by class, the material bases o lese divisions are theoretically
and practically separable. But, until further data are gathered and analyzed carefully,
there will be no theoretical resolution. Jane Lewis (1985) summarizes nicely: "It is
difficult to see how much more progress can be made in building theory without
more rigorous attention to historical evidence”.




Chapter 111
SPORT AND PRODUCTIVE LABOUR

A considéralioﬁ of productive labbur with respect to gender differentiation in Canadian
‘spoyl need not begin in a scholarly vacuum‘. There ‘_i_s a substantial body of theory and emp.i.r@cal |
analysis which lays the groundwork for a socialist feminist discussion of Canadian sport in the
context of the division of labour which results in social class. (‘)neuéuch strand of scholarship is
grounded in Marxism and social history. Itis exémplif ied by the work’of Gruneau (1975; 1976;
1978; 1983). Beamish (1975; 1982) Kidd (1978; 1982) and Palmer (1983). In these
socio-historical analyses of sports and other leisure pursuits in nineteenth century Canada,
sports have been seenvas' a terrain upon which class struggles arising from productive relations
in capitalism have been carrieé out. As the Canadian nation state developed and as the
economy industrialized, opposing class interests became apparent. Resultant struggles were
mani}'est, for example, in the 1837 rebellion (See Whitaker 1977). and in the siruggle over the
school systefn of Upper Canéda in the 1830's and 1840's (Seé Prentice 197733. These conflicts
between the ariétocra}s and grow‘ing numbers of bourgeoisie were enacted, in pari_ on ’;he
sporting fields. Conflicts between the wo‘rking class and other classes penained to sports, 100.
The history of sport in Canada has been read by some as a history of class conflict and

compromise.

Class and Gender Struggles in Sport: The Separation between Work and Home

Much of the social study of sport which has regarded labour as important has focussed
sdlely on productive labour in the workplace, and the'ensuing development of social class.
‘Li[tlev or 'no account has been taken of the insertion of productive relations into the world
‘alongsidelréproductive jabour in the home. This is especially evident in historical studies of
social class and sport. Students of Canadian sport history who have been cognizant of class
relations have usually sketched a limi'tevd pictufe of the productive workplace and its male

subjects. Conversely, where women have been the focus of study, little awareness of the
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effects of social class has been indicated. In other words, the real separation between work and
home has affected the study of sport in society. Sociologists and historians, when they have
taken labour into account, have tended to focus on one work location and to ignore the other.

A review of socio-historical literature reveals such inadequacics.

Historical Precedents
Richard Gruneau (1983) alludes to the class struggle over the training of the younger
generation in the context of sporfs and games. He has discerned bourgeois-and aristocratic class
&
efforts to control the increasingly numerous lower classes in the development of rules regarding
when and where people could play games. "Play in the streets was made illegal, as was play on
the sabbath” (Gruneau 1983:102). Similar class tensions can be seen in the new Canadian
private schools of the time, which were modelled after British Public Schools. Gruneau points
out that these private schools represented a __compromise between the declining aristocratic
ruling class, and the growing industrial bourgeoisie.

What remains unexplained by Gruneau in a sporting context, or by anyone else, is the
impact of this coalition on gender deference and gender distance in Canada. The conflict and
eventual compromise between aristocrats and bourgeoisie had strong gender-based undertones.
Cosentino and Howell (1970) in a history of physical education in Canada, and Grunéau'
(1983:104) quote Hodgins (1910), who makes the maintenance of geridver stratification at
Upper Canada College clear:

(1t was the) desire of Sir John Colborne to foster in the new
institution a love of the old, manly British field sports, a love
which has always been characteristic of the English Public
School men and is, indeed, to the present day. And so in
obtaining the services of English graduates for the College, Sir
John not only obtained men who had the highest educational
qualifications, but also those who would encourage and .
stimulate among the boys a love of healthv and manly games,
which the astute governor rightly judged to be a powerful
factor in developing among the lads a healthy self -reliant spirit
that would fit them to cope in after vears with the many

arduous and difficult problems incidental to the development of
a new country (Cosentino and Howell 1971:10; Gruneau
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1983:103; From Hodgins 1910:198).
Cosentino and Howell are correct in stating that this passage indicates how the "salvation
through sports” concept had been transferred from England to Canada. Gruneau advances
their interpretation greatly b‘y recognizing Hodgins' statement as an ideological reyiew of
toryism, and by suggesiing that Upper Canada College sports such as cricket offered a "ritual
dramatization of the power of the colonial metropolis and the class interests associated with it”
(Gruneau 1983:104). But what is also apparent is gender exclusivity .‘ Tﬁe British publivc
school.s. and Upper Canada College fostered manly sports so that males would be fit to cope
with the new country. It should be emphasized that Upper Canada College did not 'save' girls
through this kind of sport. While class pressufes are very important in the dcvelopmex}t of b
nineteenth century education and sports, gender has an equal, if unrecognized impact. All of
this is made clearer when one takes both the class and gender division of -labour, and the
associated separation between work and home. into account.

" Bryan Palmer has also demonstrated the class struggle evident within sports practices of
the adult male population after 1860. Palmer's (1979) study of skilled workers in Hamilton,
Ontario between 1860 and 1914 indicates that baseball in particular was popular among wdrking
men of this period. Men frorﬁ shopfloors and factories. and especially from craft unions
usually had a baseball team (1979:52). Sport was part.of a V‘Structur'cd realm of associational
life” that in Palmer’s estimation. helped create the cultural continuity which wés useful in
pressing for working class reforms, and iﬁ parually resisting the more onerous effects of .
capitalism (1979:38).

But a rereading of Canadian sport history which takes acco‘u;? of the position of
wo;'nen in the home, separated {rom the productive workplace. draws ifuo question
encompassing statements made about the imponanfcc of sport in raismg'dass conscxousnes;,
< Assessments-of the potency of culture in creatung a basis for political action must alwavs be
gualified with reference to gender. and the sexual division of labour. This qL;alifltallon has not

usually been made. For instance, Palmer has said:
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Cultural continuitigs, then, testify to the basic resiliency of
working people in the face of the industrial capitalist
transformation of the nineteenth century. . . the essential
cultural continuity must be seen as the background of
coherence against which new forms of working-class protest
evolved (Palmer 1979:38).

The cultural forms to which Palmer is referring are drdinarily cngaged in by and for men. _-v'
They include funeral attendaace amongst fellow male workers, the mechanics i.nstilulc. sporting
fraternities, fire companies and wor‘kingvmen's clubs, and less formal occasions such as
dfinking beer in pubs for men only. Yet the gender restricted nature of all of this for Palmer is
unremarkable. It is of consequence that these cultural continuities existed for working men,
not working people and that therefore they provided a backdrop to the protest of a certain

¢
fragment of the working class: men**. Such male culture was associated with the world of work
which was separated from the isolated women's world of the home. Here we see the impact of
capitalist productive relations on gender, :_md the effect of these gender separations on culture.
The separation between the world of productive work and the vrivate sphere of the home has

@

had a major impact on class and gender relations.

The criticism of Palmer's lack of attention to gender 15 not to dispute his fg‘ndalw;
oA
point that cultural forms can be a creative and inspirational source of change in social

structure. But when, through culture, class consciousness is raised for only a portion of a
class, then division occurs. The division between men and women in the working class based on
the separation between their respective places of work can be seen in much of the history of
labour protest. Many individuai men have been constrained in their level of political activity

because of acquiescence 1o a wife who did not sec the value of protest. And collective job

“A gender analysis 1s implicit in much of Palmer's work. however. Though he
subtitles his” book  "Skilled Workers . . ", many of his references are to the
“skilled working man”. Because of the generic use of the term "man”. ® 1s hard
i0 know whether Palmer ¢ refermng to women or not. but presumably he did
imtend 10 connote just men. And al umes his Tchowe of adverb reveals the truth
© about gender

Bv the =arlyv twenueth centur . 1t o trug, realms of
this culture would be emasculated (Palmer 1979:3§, N
emphasis added).



actions have sometimes foundered Because of lack of support from workers' wives.

These studies of nincteenth century Canadian sport which point out the implications of
sport in class constitution and struggle provide nccessary insights. The critique of such
unabashedly male-centered research which i‘ocussesvon" the productive workblacc begins a .
socialist feminist analysis. But there is a second source of }@;‘,Sto.riycal data to evaluate. Ihis 1s
the scholarly research which has concerned the participation of women and girls ip sport.
There has been scant evidence collected to date about schoé'lgirls' Sports in Canada in the
nineteenth 'centpry”, However the gyidence which has been compiled indicates class and gender
dif f @rcntiation’w{thin t;oth public and private schools in the provision of sport, and more
brbadly physical education. Lenskyj's chapter (1983:chapter five) concerning the
implementation of phvsical education for girls in Ontario between 1890 and 1930 notes that the
function of the private "ladies’ colleges was distinct from that of similar schools for young
men of thc upper classes. The prmcnpal of the Brantford Ladies College, for instance, stated
categorically that the demands of a young lady 's social life prevented her from having an
education similar to a young man's (Maclntyre 1885 quoted in Lensk\'] 1983: 201)

Carolvn Gossage corroborates the notion of the f 1mshmg' school atmosphere in the

carly independent schools (as their advocates preferred them o be qalled) for gxrls Comparing

the boys of the mid-century to the girls, Gossage states:

4,

For the Christian Gemlewoman on the other hangd, Lhe
development of social refinement was oft ten more' 1rnportanl
than either athletic skills or team spirit. Mthough advan”e;ed
courses in music and art were offered: in addition to the*‘rtgular
academic curriculum, it was not ustil the 1880's or later that
organized competitive sports for girls were mtroduced Y.
According to the image of Victorian w‘omanhood an)thmg :
. much more strenuous than croquet was f;;ﬁwrxed upon P
(Gossage 1977:62). i e

*An imporitant recent volume is Gurney (1979). x%l&f’ ensku $ - (198 ) dlssertauon
1¢ the most scholarlv work to date. Other sources de HaN and Richardson.’
(1982:Chapter 3). and Cochrane et al, (1977) wh?ch »mch.de some reference to
school sport in their broader descriptive histories :gf ¥ %dmeri's: and girls' sport in
generai. However, there has -been 'no comprchensivg, ?;énalysm of the socxal hlstoryf- of
female spbrt in the nineteenth century in Canada g ‘

Rl P
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It is implicit in such accounts that the girls of these schools were being trained for their class
responsibilities together with their gender responsibilities. Private school girls were taught that
their role as "ladies" was to be ornamental, refined, and well-mannered. Such qualities were
required of women whosc major rcsﬁ%nsibi]ily (alter proLucing heirs) was to enhance their
husbands' social and economic status through entertainin business associates in the home.
However, explicit class analysis has not ‘een me;dc ‘promiqcm in studies of the history of
women's sport, to date. One reason for this is that these studigs have not been grounded in a
theory of labour, the sexual division of labour, and the capitalist separation between work and
home. |

The image of the girls' private school as a preparation for the domestic responsibilities
of the upper class woman is corroborated by the work of McCrone (1982) concerning sport in
private girls' schools in Britain. McCrone (1982) and Gossage (1977) together with the early
_ historical work of Hall (1968) illustrate the theme which is explicit throughout the studies of
women's sport in the nineteenth and early twentieth century in Canada. This theme is the
escalating call for the rights of women and girls to participate in sports and physical activity.
Just as class theorists have recognized that class demands have manifested themselves in
conflict over the structure of sport, historians concerned with women have noted that claims

about sport have been a part of the attempt to win gendef equality. In sport, the struggle
]
f" »

4

centered on the meaning of "f emininity‘é’_%hd "masculinity”. In general, physical educators
PR
priorv to the turn of the century argued that females could participate in sports and games
without losing their f emini.nity. A similarly conservative world view was promoted by middle
and upper class suffragists who felt that women, because of their feminine qualities, would use
the vote wisely. These reformers were not arguing for a redefinition of femininity (or
maséulinity), but instead suggested that new forms of participation in the public world (sports
or politics), if carefully controlled, would enhance femininity. fhis view was associated with

the class background of its advocates. In the middle and upper classes, traditional femininity
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and assomated Sex - role stereotyping was achievable and economncally ef f 1c1ent“ The separauon

;”between work and home and the identification of women with the home was quite possible for

middle class families. Working class women were compelled to soil their hands in pald-labour.
~ and could not aff ord to remain '"lédylil;e" and passive at home.
In order to justify sport as "feminine" and acceptable, specific rationales were used.

) i v g htd . ‘ .
McCrone, for instance, makes the point that when activities such as cricket, hockey, tennis and

I . -

lacrosse did become incorporated into the school programs, they were lauded on the basis of

>

- their health promoting properties. Headmistresses ensured that behavioral rules were followed, .
~ and that players remained polite. Retaining one's femininity while participating in sports was a
way of compensating for the fact that there was an association between sport and masculinity .

One instance of compensation is described by McCrone:

. Early Somervillians were allowed to play ténnis on the hall
" lawn; but- when they were invited to a tennis party elsewhere
they were 'conveyed in a.closed cab since it was not considered
decorous . . . to be seen walking through the streets of Oxford
with a racquet (Byrne and Mansf 1eld 1921 in McCrone
1982:15). o o

Such behaviors helped 1o maintain the differences between the sexes upon which inequality was
. ) } 1 -

based .

But ae the nineleemh century ended in Britain, there ‘is evidence of -an emergent
chall°nge to male supenorm and feminine. passnm within gxrls privale school SpOTLS.
MeCrone comments that the baules for women's rights and equalm were fought on the spons
grounds and in the gymnasiums as well as in the lecture halls. She indicates that there was a
f’eminisl dimension to girls’ school ga,r;ies. Such an emergent challenge 1o feminine domesticity
and the work/home separation might be-"d‘iscov'erable at irldependem gitls’ schools ln Canada.
lOO».‘. vPr‘eliminar_\' »indi‘eation of feminism within soorls ideolog_\ can be found in;Gossag'e's

*Sec Bacchi (1983).for a discussion of the class d\i”\lsiog;> within the suffrage
movement in Canada. Hall (1968:61) suggests that sport was one vehicie through
whlch "an extremely limited (group of) voung, wealthy and generally more favoured
" suffragists could obtain their freedom”.

4
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s T »

history of Bishop Strachan, Canada's old# Pluing indeperrdent girls' school. Hel_é\ri Acres,

1y

a hcadmistress at Bishop Strachan studied 4 e opments in women's education in Britain, and

in 1899 made basketball, cricket and laCI'OSSC a part of the curriculum (Gossage 1977 106)
Perhaps Acres was influenced by the incipient feminism of Brmsh girls' schools in her ’

mnovative efforts. There is also some indicanon of physical activity and cerlain games being

u

part of the curriculum at Halifax Ladies College, Trafalgar School in Montreal, Edgehill in

1

Windsor Nova Scotia, and Toronto's Havergal (which housed an early "swimming bath™)
bef ore the turn bf the century.

The lessons of hiitor\ can teach us somethmz about comempomr\ Canadian sporr. If

i
-

class and gender struggle'; of the pasr are seen in relarion 10 each other Lhrough making the

separarion beiweeri workplace and home a consideration, new insights and deeper vision ,
‘ ) . , ;

becomes available 1o us. Before proceeding 10 a specific analvsis of class and gender distinction
in Canadian sport today wrth specific reference to the separauon betweeri producuve labour in .
the workplace and reproducuve labour in the home, it 1s fruitful 10 trace out the irnphcauons

- of history. Class srruggles and gender struggles over structure and meanings associaied with

Canadian sport are similar in some wavs. But in other wavs these struggles arise in
contradiction to each other,.and have contradictory results. The similarities and contradictions
will now be outlined .further. -

Etruggles over women's sport, and over bourgeoisie and workers’ sport in the

e

nineteenth century were similar in three ways. First, both resulted from changes which hac
taken place inthe western world in association with-the separation between work and home as a
result of the rise of industrial capitalism. Most important was an increase’in the, leisure ime*’

available 1o the working class: and to rmddle class women. Decreased weekly factory labour for
J <L * '
working class maies, as Palmer (19 79) has pomied out, al»oweu ume 10 be spent at pursuits
oA g ’
such as bascball. Some women ieisure ume alisp Increased due 10 wechnoiogical improvements

and urbanization. Women of tlf’é"middle classes benefitted from industnalizatior through

<4

" Here "leisure” refers sir‘npl}'“ to -time awayv from: the tasks necessary for _
subsistence.. Even the concepi of leisure itsell grew as a result of capitalism.

@ PR
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labour saving devices. while working class women who moved in large.numbers into factory

work gamed a few hours of” ume ree rrom paig or domestic laoour (Cohen 1984) .
A second factor assocxated with work. home, ciass and gender changes n Lhe late
@
mnele‘*mh century s Lhe mcreased "mphas:& on.saientific 'ammal A capilalism advancec
the logicar relauonshlp'bﬂween means ang “ndx was conrsciousiy sought out and rauon
. . V// . . . .
policies were impiemented 1y the workplace .. Such an emphasis was transferred to leisure

¢

' “w N - .-
pursuits, as well, and rule-making anc Orgamizng became paramount {Ingham 1975) With

ruies came conflict over these regulations. The ciass debales over appropnate umes and piaces
o ¥h .
i ?

{0 piay have alread) beey menuoned (Gruneau 1983:102: Similan struggles 1o rauonalize

"

womer s piay went on within the privaie girls schoots . McCrone comments, .

B, 1602 :ne women s coligges af Onigrd ans Lamondge had ar
ekaoo‘m. athienic sirhcture. A compiicaled senies Of unversit
- coliege . Gall and oic students’ Clubsin & vanet 0! Lports
' “selectec icams. arrangec practices anc matches. obtained
G Coaches, made ruies and awarded caps and cojours. anc ther
“was a similariy complicated range of compeution {rom the
umiversiiy ievel down ihrough the colieges. hails, vears and

subrects of study  Students nvolved in making the system )
* uou undoubtediv gained oagamzzuona £2Perience o*’ Use 1L
ter 1ife (McCrone, 1982: 17 . , ;
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particularly salient.in the development of sport, because much of ﬁpon has, been associated with
the schools. As more children of both sexes and from a greater vanel) of social classes |
ﬁtendcd school for longer periods of time, the\ had more opportumues 10 engage in Sports.
- Indeed, games and physical activity were seen by leachers of girls and boys in the private and\\
ﬂ public schools as necessary for a full educanon partly in order 1o prepare them as workers
Class and gender strugglés in nineteenth century Canadian sport had sirnilar
* antecedents. These struggles also pertamed to the same theme - the proper use of the bod)
While the class contestation cemered on where, when and with whom the body should be used,
‘ the gender struggle focussed more on h(;w the body should be used. For mstance ‘central to all
the debates surrounding female sport ‘participation was Lhe clothing worn by athletes ‘and the
potential for physical activits 1o reveal the female body,unclothed (See Lenskyj 1983; Hall
EQDS;ACoch‘rane et al, 1977). Discussion about sq')én differs from debate colncer-ning other
eullural,.endeavors because it is not ideasprxanvifacts which are at issue, but thg bod\ itself.
The nineteenth century f emmisvl who called for women’s cricket hidden behind the gates of the
private school ind !‘he faotor_\"labourer who wanted to piay in the streets on Sundays were .
elmilar in that Aboth werev’advocatirv!g the acceptance df a certain use of the body.
Because those engaged in these szr;uégles were advocating emergem idea,x. we can -

recognize. lastly, that a significant parl of both conflicts has been 1deolog1cal In the late

nineteentk century,’ Lhe dominant aristocratic notions of the amateur code were coumered by
g . 174
. . ]

residual 1deas eoncemmg the preservation of folk games and the gmérgent 1deolog\ of

“rofessmnallsm wnhm Llasx eruggw The resxdual notion of femininity -as- passnvuy was

eoumerec b» a dommmam nouon"@gme femminitv of healthy ph\sxcal activity, and by

™

'

emergem ideas regarding t

I nothanstances of struggle. the pro's_nec'. of hegemomc incorporation of emergent ideologies 18

4 ‘ . ' B

apparent  Thix process of mcorpo ation ;,eselt <4 10 domnant groups #eg. mén and the .
- X . R

~ dominant classes) laking on some of the” \‘alues of the underclasses. The domifiant ideology

“was thus modified. aljowing subordinate groups:10 come 1o believe in it, and hegemony

-«
- A



continued.

\

* As has béen shown, thereare three broad similarities between the class and gender
struggles over sport. First, the struggles have the same antecedents: increased leisure time., the
emphasis on rationality, and increased levels of education for the workforce. Second. both -

struggles Concern‘_lhe proper‘ use of the body: Third, both slruggl_e’s have a significant

< »

ideological éomporie_m; The similarities become apparent when the separations imposed by

capitalism such as the sexual division of labour and the division between work and home are -

=

not allowed 1o obscure the vision of the social historian. Recognition of the artificality of a
study which limits itself only to productive labourers encourages a broader consideration of the

links between productive lab_our and reproductive labour. Similarly. perceiving the lack of

- sophistication in a study which.focusses on women but docs not take into account their social

class will motivate a more compfchqnsive analysis, as well.- The analvsis of the separation

between work and home can theoretically underpin these more illuminating cxplolraliorié. Here
it has been suggested that this underpining reveals similarities between class and gender
struggles related to sport.’.

As well, even as these similarities become apparent, contradictions between class and -

%

gendér'struggles are also revealed. The class struggle Tesulting from the process of

commodificafion of labour in some ways contradicts the gender struggle which reflects the

- patriarchal separatiory between work and home and the associated identification of women with

. the home and men with the'workplace. The major contradiction at the level of patriarchal

~ capnalist economic relations is that patriarchy has perpetuated the association of women with

- the home and reproductive labour, while capitalism requires many workers (including women)

10 become productive wage labourers. This contradiction has its greatest effect on women. who

retain thair responsibilities for domestic labour while taking on additional responsibilities for

vt
E

. productive labour  As well, the contradiction has resulted in antagonism between women and

men, when women have demanded equal access to the workplace, and to equality within it, and

when men have fought against the inclusion of women in the paid workplace (see Hartmann
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1981 }.

This contradiction has manifested itself in sport. The commodif’ ication of labour led to -
increased class consciousness, and unions and l'oose class groupings ev‘enlually organized
workers’ sﬁorts. But because the majority of wagellabourer.s were male, the rise of workers'
sports mt;.an‘l the rise of male sp(l)ns. The’ more available that sbort became to the male
workxﬁg class, the morcv'masculine' il‘became {Sheard and Dynning 1973). Rather than being
an anstocratic ritual, sport bt\:gan 1o dramatize malene?s and masculinity. This is not to say
that female participation in sport decreased. Indeed. it increased. But, with growing numbers
of males of all classes participating in sport, sport was much less ci{cumscribcd by class.
Insteéd. gender became the relevant social characteristic. So the demands for women's sport
occurred during a time when sport became more and more entrenched as as masculine activity,
and less an expression of claSs privilege.

This contradiction is"dcscribed by Sheard and Dunning (1973). These authors,
howevér. see the emphasis on masculinity as a.r'eaction to the growth of women's
emancipation, rélher than as a result of the commodification of labour and the increased
presence-of working cla’ss maléé in sport. The women's "invasion” imd the public world
(including sport) constituted a threat to male identity, according to the authors, and was
countered by the development of a "masculine " subculture which included the breéking of
taboos and resulting objectification and vilification of women. While this thesis of Sheard and
Dunning’s is important in that it acknowledges the contradictions between males ahd females in
sport, it is incomplete because it does not trace the original, 50Ci0- €conomic bz.{sis to the calls
. for women's cmanc‘ipauon‘ As industrialization proceeded. women joined th: public world of

the labour market in both working class and middie class jobs. Women began (o per;neate .theA
“boundar betweern work and home. and began to recognize the opprcssior?‘(j';ﬁ%'omcn at' work

and within the home. Theentrance into lhh'c warld of sport was partof a concertf;d foray into
the demand for the vote. But thcse‘poliucal

b
& both had their roots il the growth of

the public world of produ'culoh‘*'.\ﬁ}'h”ich also inclu
. -,W “4 ,_))Y &

. . . F:" ' FAY ’
efforts, and the reactior: of aleg’fﬁb the 1
: g

v %
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industrial gapitéiigm".
' lh sum, then, the concentration on labour ah‘d the work/homc scparation reveals that

wmle the struggles for workers' spons and for women's sporls were sxmxlar in thclr
anlecedems their emphasns on thc body, and their 1deolog1cal focus in some ways the

s
emergence of male workers' sport comradxcted the rise of mlddle amd upper class women 's
sports. The mcreasmg association of sports with mascuhml) no malter what the class of
sportsmen, was antithetic to the noLion that sport could be "feminine”™. As wcll, where women

did make mroads mto sports, as they did in pnvale schools, their pragress can be seen to

contradxct the ‘progress of worker's movements with respect to'sport.' A feminist call for

v compelitive’gports participation within private girls" schools is a challenge to the gender

0 s R
structure, specifically the association of women with passive domesticity in the home which at

the same time helps to perpetuate class structure. Educating upper class girls in the tradittons

of PoWer (through encouréging"meir competition in sport) could have exploded the core of

.mdusmahsauon kiowcver 'hexr céonomlc and‘rsxs does nbl e\Lenci

male dominance, but such "progressive” activity might also have solidified power in the hands

of families at the top of the class structure. By acquiescing to the bourgeoise feminist challenge

o male superiority, upper ckass men could defuse any collective chatlenge on the part of women.

(o3

and males in the working class. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

o

Contemporary Canada

N

The categories which have been used to anaiyze sport in nineteenth century Canada can
. A .
be used to understand contemporary Canadian sport, as well. A most notable change 1n sports
participation in the last one hundred vears is in the style of parucjpation by women. Indeed,

even in the past twenty years. there have been tremendous changes in the way female alhlﬂQ .
present !hemse)\‘e‘; the LOnfld(.’n(,‘;‘ wuh wmch they perform. and n Lha perf ormances mw .

»

achieve. Of great 5lgmﬁum,c 1s the flothmg worn. cspc‘ alv m womer: int

.......... V_ _-______),q ’ . . R L ",,’J
“ Sheard and Dunn‘x‘ne do: refgg? 0 changes in the male !abou' fa

womgn. Uy RARRIEE '
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Lightweight brief shorts and .Veless shirts very similar to men's attire have rcplgéed knee
length (or longer) woolen jumpers worn wi{h long sleeved blouses. This cﬁangc in women
athletes’ dress, while seemingly superficial, is indicative of a rﬁore deep-seated transformation
for women. Women have in past decades gained a significant amount of freedom in their
bodily deportment, and in their presentation of themselves. No longer do swimmers, for
instance, wear a demure panelled swim suit with a "skirt”, Hut instead wear a body hugging,
lightweight and much- ";{gster" suit’*. Performance times have decreased correspondingly. All
of this is evidence of ‘th'é‘ struggle over the appropriate use of the body which, as indicated
abové. began in the nineteenth century. Just as appropriate street dress for women has
changed, clothing for women athletes has become much less restrictivé. There is no significant .
difference bgtwégn the clothing which women and men wear for land sports today*'. This is
directhy related glo the fact that women have crossed the barrieg between work and home in
increasing numbers, in clothes which are somewhat practical for this endeavor.

Residual nineteenth century nouons about play on Sundays have virtually disappegred
from comem;;orar_\‘ life, t00. Except for certain minority religious groups, all class groups

(though in disproportionate numbers) pamcxpate in or watch Sunday sports. Thus the
strictures over when the bod\ can be used or admired have been reduced 1n the twentieth
century. Thsas further illustrated by the c;'l,ifpifxalion of rules restricting participation in
amateur sport on’. the basis of occupation. bNow 'gemlt;men' and working men are legally
allowed to participate in sports competitions together. The continued rationalization and
mdﬁsmalizanon of the Canadian economy, and the associated incrcase‘in wages, leisure. time
and education of workers have had a significant overall effect.
o But e'v.iderié: shows that there continue 1o be effective structural constraints to working

Class par,‘.'xctpauon in both ¢lite and recreational sport. Riﬁh;xrd Gruneau (1953: 1976) has made -

the »asa ‘ha’ whal has been perceived as a ‘massification’ of Canadian sport has actually been a

Sec issues of | wammmg World which l't‘pOf and a.dverusc the reducuon of fmuon
as a resull of improved swimsuit materials, 1970-19%3. .
‘Bathing suits sull differ significantly, due to the taboos against revealing female
breasts 1n public ’ : o
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‘bourgeoisification’. In other words, though there has been a large increase in the number of
participants in Canadian sport, the new sports participants have been drawn disproportionately
from the middle class. Studies of elite athletes (Gruneau 1976; Theberge 1981; Eynon et al
1981), and of sports administrators (Beamish 1975; Hollands and Grunecau 1979: Slack 1983) all
indicate thal highly educated, well paid people are overrepresented amoﬁgst sportspeople.

The reasons for this middle aﬁd upper class bias have been debated extensively on the
left, and within functional.;st sport sociplogy' (see Leonard 1984, Chapter 7). The specifics of
the discus;ion will not be reviewed here. But it must be remembered that the exigencies of the
capitalist economy hr._ave a causal association with working class linderrepresentation.' What has
been said abouvt nineteenth century Canadian sport still holds true: increased rgtiqnalization,
leisure time and educauon have affected the class structure of sports participation. However, it
1s obvious as the, mx’ddie and l.ﬁte twentieth century unfolds that the middle class benefit more ’
from these economic and cultural changes than the working class. Studies by Porter (1966) and
Pike (1970) show thaz the largc\:yinﬂux of students into secondary and post secondary
" educational institutions in the 1950's and 1960"s was drawn primarily from the middle classes.
The mcreased levels of technical an’d professional education has a direct relationship with skills
considered necessary to the administration of amateur sport. Hollands and Gruneau (1979)
comment on the culxﬁral capital, or skills suéh as business letter writing, parliamentary
procedural knowledée and friendship with others from the middle class, which éssists those in
professional or whilre coll.ar occupations in their administrative duties. 'Grunéﬁ§(919765 sa\s
that the educational system itseif restricts the upward mobility of workmg class chxldren in thexr
occupauonal hfe He notes that whxle education has become virtually universal, the quality and

duration of schoolm varies accordm 10 class, and that lhe forc our schools and universities
‘ g

nerpetuate structures of mequaln_\ _

What is less demonstrable, cmp‘rlcal bul maore ‘".‘{1“{1' than speafic skills in drawing
the middie dass into spons participation is the mnddh} dass attitude toward achxevemem

HE
Competitive sport parucxpauon in the twenneth c"mun requrres the assumpuon that winning is
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important and that hard work will produce success. One cultural éxplanation for working class
underrepresention in elite sport is lhét working class children are imbued with somewhat
fatalistic attitudes ( Forcese 1980). Such attitudes, characterized by the belief in the power of
luck mo;é than skill or experience, arise quite realistically, due to the improbability of social
mobility for working class people, no matter how hard théy work. The notion of social
rﬁobilily. which is a necessary component underlying the achievement ethic. is unrealistic when
applied to working class occupations. |

These same arguments, made by Gruneau with regard to class structure, can also be
- made regarding gender structure. Increasing levels of education and leisure have differentially

v

affected}_he sexes. Until the 1960's, increased enrolment in higher education reflected an influx
of males. Labour legislation and contract bargaining which reduced working hours affected
male workers more than females. because such.changes modified conditions in paid laboulr. not
in unpaid labour in the home. \;Vhile labour saving devices have replaced time spent on some
housework, women's unpaid labour in the home has sh#fted. so that time spent on childcare has
increased, and standards of cleanliness have heightened (Fox 1986b; Luxton 1980; Armstrong
and Armstrong 1978:76). The emphasis on rationality for awhil¢ spilled over into the home, as
Ehrenreich and English (1975) outline. when the "domestic science movement" tried to
introduce scientific managemen‘t principles similar to Tay__lorization“ in the factory into
households. HoWever, because of the small scale of household production, and the fact that
the 'manager' and the worker were one and the same person, it was not possible 10 sustain this
thrust. If thé houseworker had become more scientific and rational, her needs for cleaning
supplies and luxury commodities would have becomp more limited. As Ehrenreich and English
Cogenll}" remark: "In an economy dependent on the multiplication of family 'needs". nothing -
~would be more dangerous than a knowledgeable ‘scientific' consumer ™ (1975:36).

“ An atlempt to appiv scientific principles to the organization -and control of labour
lo increase efficiency, developed by Frederick Winslow Taylor in the late mneteenth
century. Ity principies are still fundamental to much of -productive labour within
capitalism. Taylorization has been associated with the degredation of work in the
twentieth century (Braverman 1974).
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The study of history shows us that struggles over sport have been ideological, centering
on class and gender issues. The examination of conlcrﬁp;)rar) sport reveals that the 1dcolog1ca’l
struggle over class relations has been submerged, while the idéologlcal struggle ever gender
relations has emerged fully. In late twenticth centurn Lanada class 18 not frequenth
addressed. The prevalent notion is that we hive m\a frec and democratic society x‘n which
opponumty.' 1$ a‘vax’lable to all. This Iibe'ral'nouon permeates our cultural world as well as our
economic thought and action (see Marchak 19%1) Most people believe that we hive in a
classless society in which people are not impeded by their class background (Marchak 19%1)
This 1s reflected in the sports world by the fact that there are no workers’ sports movements in
Canada (Gruneau 1963-147) ,T'he skilled worker of today s more likely to be part of a mass
teievision audience which draws from people of most classes, than part of a workers’
movement of active sportspeopie similar 1o the basebali pla)ersv in Palmer's nmineteenth centurs
study . The average worker does not voice class a>p1rauons through team sport parucipation.
The amateur kodc while still present theoretically 15 no ionger an ideoiogical tool used to
cxclude jower claasesﬁfuro’m spon parucipduion. High levels of state funding of amateur
athletics mean that amateurs are paid for therr services. Because the cmp"nasis on winning has
supplanted the fair bia_\ ethic of anistocratic sport. certain numbers of supe:rlor working ciass |
athietes have entered chie competmoh in the professionai or high performance amateur ranks.
Such working class pdarllicipauon 15 now fully ac_ceplable. Indeed. the example of the poor
Saskatchewan farm bov who "makes 1t big™ in professional ice hockes heips to perpetuate the
hegemomc power of the idea that those who work hard can succeed, regaraiess of social class
background. 1{ anvthing, sport Is now an wdeoiogical 100! which contributes 1o the nouon of a

clagsiess society, rather than a too! 1n class struggie.

a

However sport remaims @ oo for the perperuation of notions abou’ gender mequalin
Ay Paui Willis 01920 has so convinang!s pointed 0ut, sporfs partiapalion makes The noLons
of maic supenonty seem -natura;’ Many women and men beheve tha: mer naturalh © have

superior skills 1n sport. and this 1s associated with the beie” in the naturainess of male pOwe



over females. Willis xllustrale$ a three-stage idcological process, showing how women and men
artl defined as different, how sport helps to remterpret and confirm thésé differences. and how
the situation of women 1n sport continues the dcvcl(vpnicnl ot rebirth of this definition (when,
ior example. femaie athletes wgar pink and trv 1o be conventionally sexy and femimine) This
ideological process obscures the fact that sport s a social construction which taxes certamn skills
~which favour the male physique 1nstead of others which favour the female physique. For
instance. sports which require a lower center of gfavity and a broader base of support are more
casily performed by women than by men. The success of women on the balance beam -
exemplifies the possibility of socially constructing sporis at which women can excel.

But sport does not merelv perpetuate the hegemonic novuo_n of male superiority. In
~ome m’stlanc-c:\, women s sport participation chatlenges the idea of male supenoritn . Where
women and men compete on equal terms. with no sex distinctions made. the 1deology of male
SUPETIONIY 1s NOL perpetuated. Equestnian compéuuom and trapshooung, sports in 'which
males and females compete against each other, portray the potential equality of the sexes, as
well as the nonoﬁ of liberal individualism. In these integrated sports. people are selected as
individualis. not as members of a parucular gc'ndcr group.

Another wayv of challeng:ing the dominant ideology of n{aic sSUpertortty 1s Lo retain the
separation between male sports and femaie sports. while cnh?ncxng Lhe_slatus of female sports
parucipation. The ideological notfon that females 4re more cooperative, iess prone to \'iélence;
and fairer z'n their play has currency amongs! somi\- femimist sport advocates. This nouon was
prefigured by the nmineteenth ;.‘emur_\ calls for "v:paraw - cqual” sports for gxris by phvsical
educators who suggested that femimmity in sport mean: higher standards of morality {Cochrane

oual. 19770523

5.

The most frequenths used method o challenging mal.hegemony @0 sport has oeen

w

recounse teng tudicial sostem T 1s Canada idividual sitis and women have challenged therrn

2uclunion from sports teams as g v1ojation of basic human nghts (Hali and Richardson 1982

Chapter two) The success of such chalienggs has vanad from case to case, and even when a

’
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court or tribunal has found in favour of the female, by the Lifne;Lhe‘judgemibn; is hand

’.

- down, the girl has usually grown too old to derive personal benefit. Thiguse of the jflédicial :
; ' B 1- 4 ‘A
svstem is of course a method which is based on the ideology ofliberal individualism. Fach case .

has focussed on a parucular individual, rather than on females as a social group. » Wy Ly o R

L
S %

The judicial challenges associated with girls' participation in ssprl 'illumingle‘fhe fact
that in contgmporary society, overtly ideological struggles in sport cemér on gcnd’er.‘ﬁ‘father thai'r;
on social class. Sport is now touted as an inglusive activity by il's apologists. But, in saying
that sport has become democratized. such apologists are obscuring the class conflict which still '
‘exists i}I “socnety, and which continues to result in underrepresentation of the working class in
sport. The thesis that sport is democranied is also an 1deological claim which is a weapon in
the struggic over the meaning of sport with respect to gender.

This 'ideologxcal struggle 1s directls related to producn've labour relations 1n capitalism.
Underiving all of the debates about femininity is the contradiction already referred to between
the capitalist need forlwomen in the productive labour force. and the patriarchal need for
unpaid women working in the home. In the twentieth century. the barrier between work and
home has been permeated, but the ideas about women's place have not éaughl up to the reality
of women s hves. Nineteenth century patniarchal thought about femininity, represented in
‘xdeologxcal struggles ov;% sport, has been resistant to the changes inindustrial capitalism which
have resuited in the influx of women into the world of productive work. ldeological bé[ties in
the superstructure (as well as the previously discussed emphasis on ratiémalisation. increased
education. and'changing definitions 6(‘ the body ), all reflect real material changes in the
diviston of labour, and specificallv the relationship between work an(; home, productive labour

and reproductive fabour.

(ender Differentiation and the Commodification of Athletic Labour
1718 unsurprising that ideological battles still rage over masculinity, femininity and

SPOTL, even as ciass struggies submerge. This is because changes in the labour force since the




middle of the twentieth century have affected the sexual division of labour rather significantly.

While the pace of change in the structure of social class has continued steadily, the pace of

change in the di.@ision of labour according to sex has accelerated tiramatically. This acceleration
.. .. U

must be seen in light of contradictory pressures on women: the cdpitalist pressure for them to

enter the paid labour force, and the patriarchal pressure for themito be dependent upon and

serve r#cn (as wcii as themselves and children) in the home. Sincc| the Second World War, the

pressures of capitalism hach effectively pushed significant numberq of women into the paid

workforce, at a rapid pace.

Has this rapid chanée been reflected in sports participation’ It will be remembered that

in the nineteenth century, the continuing commodification of male labour, coupled with
heighlcncd class cofisciousness and clawss demands (sometimes represénfed within debates on

+ sports) increased the prominence of male sports participation over fdmale sports participatio‘m

# ‘With the rise of male workers' sports came the relative decline of femjale sports. Butnow, in

:the twentieth century, women make up a significant’proTrtion of wage labourers. Has their

s ’

é;nry thto the paid work world been associated with a relaliveincrease Ain the importance of

; W6mé; in other aspects of \thg public world? Have women's sports gaiped in relative
importance in recent decades? H.as the rise of male workers' sport continued to contradict the
rise of middle and uppera,class sport for females, as it did in the nineteenth century?

s Theseare questions which must of course be answered empirically. What should be !

: Lakén into acco‘un:t,’-firs{ of all, is the most obvious change in male sport|in this century;'!& ~
o professionalizatioﬁ. Male athletic labour has become a commodity and isnow sold in ;}agr to
make a profit. THhis proces‘s is part ;)f the universal market tendencies of tapitalism outlined by
Bra»;erman (1974), and is described with respect to sport in Canada by Gruneau
: (‘1983311‘@—119), Kidd (1978:3u-34) and Beamish (1982:176-7). They point out that sport met
: Lhic dema;id, for new consﬁmer goods. But these political economists have not taken account of

. gender. Sport became a commodity within a patriarchal capitalist nation stdte. Pafriarchy has {

had just as much impact as capitalism on the growth of commercial sport.



.reasoning goes, and Would-probably be injured.
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While professional sport is in some ways similar to other forms of labour, it is in other
ways anomalous. This is becausefprof essronal sport is one of the few sectors of*the workforce

from which women are virtually excluded Other heavrly male-dominated vocations mclude the.

mrlrtary and the prresthood Why haven't women penetrated the professional sport realm to

the extent “that they have joined oth r prof essrons" The most obvrous answer to this question is
that women are not biologically capable of makmg a prof essronal sports team*3 Women are too-

weak small and slow, in general, to be able to make or take a football block, or hit’a home
LY

Tun, 'Ot skate as quickl.y as male prof essionals.'.vThey ‘would slow the game down, so the

.
»

“But this reasoning can be thallenged. - As Kenneth Dyer (1982) has pointed out in his-

- analysis of the socr“‘o-biology of female sporting achievement, elite women may be capable of

- pomt of. hrs book is that uhtil males and f ernales are g(amed in the same way, no one can tell rf

W,the top"’womem‘are capabie of challengrrfg top men and wmmng Thrs is because the complex

v

equalling or surpassing male athletic feats, if given equal training opportunities. Dyer predicts '
that superior women can be as-fast'and strong as superior men ina number of athletic tests.

White Dyer's research and speculatron refers only to-the mdtvrdual sports of track and f 1eld

rxﬂ

swrmmmg cvclmg skating, rowrng canoem/g and sknng, hrs analysis can pe extended loto.

other sports such as basketball,’ baseball football and hockey because tby{hys‘rological :"%

»

f~requrnements of strenﬂh speed stamina and f lexrbrlrty are common tp all of these sports The :

LFE LI L

-

5
,mterplay betwee&ral and brologtcal f,a&tors precludes any assured /atemént on’ the
rmpossrbrlrty of all women athletes bem{l‘ﬁrﬂed‘by their brology f ronr playing on 2

"\) .
prof essronal mba's team If certain tall, strong and fast women were given the approprrate

: opportumtres and encouragement they could perhaps surpass men ina test of tradmonal

athletrc feats, orin the combmauon of athletic tests whrch make up a-team sport. The

‘.a

extensromoi;l)ycr 3 argument is that if’ partrcular women are grven equrvalent trarnmg

opportumtr and support systems in sport€ such as football, ice hockey, and basketball they

------------------ ~ "
$3These same naturalrstrc argume&ﬁs are used “to keep women out  of combat“and the
. priesthood. . T » : .
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. _ v
could make .professional teams, and perform as well as their male counterparts. However .

.

‘Dyer’s predictions, and extensions of such predictions with regard 1o team sport, are

Y

76

speculative. We cannot assume that some superior women could be equivalent 10 some superior

men. Conversely, we cannot assume that this would be impossible, either. The selecuon of’ a

(%

woman to a prol"essronal team remains a possrbu v, should training opportunities become

equivalem. _ SR ) "’*r -

».p;» : g ¥

: > &
d a{ hv -ri é
However the provrsron of equrvalenl rrarnrng Opportunitiéd S iloit address a bar*rrer
)

to women 's sporr which is as 1mpor1am as the ph\srologrca drfference between the sexes. Thrs

barrier i is the labour market structure within professional:sport. The struclural constraints
=1 . . . N .

against women entering the athletic labour market become obvious when this labour market is

-

» 4

compared to other sectors of. the economy which women_ have entered. Anexample of a labour’

rna'rker which has betome "feminr'zed' 1s the secrelarr’al workforce. A number of studies™ have

A

shown how at the turn of the century women- began workmg n offrees which had previously
o e

. _.."e%'fa%?onl) maleg&mtég over clerreal and B»)lpmg duues Davijes C?’?9 exp’larns that this

influx, was due in tRe l”rrst rhstanae 1o the raprd growth and consolrdauon of corporauons

B

9

Because of rhe in reasrng comp"l:exm of business assocraled wnh this growth, Lher asa
§ g

)

) greater need for workers 1o perf orm correspondence record keepmg and genera] office work.

{ \
The second, f actor assocraled wrth of fice work f emrmzauon was the large pool of unemplox ed

and educated female labour whrcn grew af ter compulsor\ educauon was instituted. Because”

professrons such as Jaw and medrcme were closedto them, women went rnto positions whlch
Q@

<. R Coa

were avallable to them and whrch demanded them;- secrﬁarral jobs. A

// Ther\e has never been a large demand for athletrc labour Elne professronal Sport is'a )

luxury commodm ‘not a necessrtv Prof its are made because of the ragjt\’ ofm'?'éommodru

- Professional sport can be consrdered a specralty busmess smﬁrl’ar‘ga' suW‘r\ésrauram v@re

4
the chel's abilities are paramoum Justasa hrgh cakrbre resta%ram could not reaquucallv

\'fvl

‘ Q}
expand its premrses hire great numbers of chefs and servers and srrll preserve its. characterrsuc

o L A Y

See Lowe, (1980), for example L
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excellence . professional sports { ranchises must hire hmited numbers of specialized
¥
professionals  In offices. economies 0f siait medh thal companies. can nire tarpe numbers of
. . L . . i . . - l . " ) i
WwOTECTs a1 iowér ‘wages anc increase profits (See Phiilips anc Philups 1983:82) o spoft. the

matkelabiiny of The proguct s inherent in the COle naturt ol e amited numper of workers.

ralents. The same gconomies 0 scaie do not appiy  Women have enitered other jobs and
occupations when there has been a high demand for jabour” The economic structure of

i

prof essionai sport preciudes this demand.
This economic argument cannot siand alone as an expianation for women's near

absence from professional sport, however  Even though the demand 1s limited. ihere iv-an’
associated Tactor which impedes women. While'contuinuing to set aside the vaid argumen; from

» i R . . r ! . i . . .
mologs . another factor excluding women fromr prolessiona. sport Has been theideoiogical view:

~

of entrepreneurs. consumers, and athietes themseives Ir general. sPOTLS team OWwners; media

" o @ .
personne! who purchase rights 1o showcase sports. sports fans, and prgfessional athietes beheve
that sport is and should be a masculine domain. Their corollary belief 15" that sport contradicts

Temimniiy. Literature conc'er‘ning women,and sport has time and a;zam do,cumcgted(such
beliefs (See Hall and Richardsor.-1982; Oglesby. 1978a; Boutilher -and-San Giovanni,1983:

A . . B .
1 . . . . . i U e . . - .
Gerber et al, 1974). Such arguments will not beteiterated here. What is important 10 note 1s

that attitudes or ideological beliels wotk together with the market-structure a exclude women
from prof essional teams. Secondly, these beliefs are reinf orcéd-by and buttress the market
‘g v . . . :

structure. In the final analysis, the beliefs arise from tHe market structure, and the material

B

\

-relations of society in general*t,
A : : Gy ’ & . w
\,/ __________ j ' : o o - _ Do L0
© st The teaching profession has %iso become [egunized over time -due (0" the same

conjuniction of 'increased demand and increased supply of educated women (see

Prentice 1977b)." . — o . ) . L
~ *“This statement should not be construed as rigidly dgterminisLic.:Imologg,r'“‘is

integrally. connected to the relations of production. But-as Barrett (1980:97) has.

pointed out, if thé concept -of ideclogy is to- be operative then it must be bounded
through a definition which distinguishes it from the ‘materia] worid, and at the samg
it points out the determinant relationship between matter g’hd “ideas 'in the last /
instance'. : : - &

. . '5}7( .

3
5 .

, ES N
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The commodification of maie sport, buttressed by pg,triarcha] ideological beliefs, has in
the twenueth centurs meant that women's sports have not gained the prominence of male
nrofessional sports. These twenueth centun changes are similar 1o the mneteenth centur

'
v

..... nges which saw the growllf of maie worker parucipaiion in sport, and the relatve decline in

the :mporance of femaie sport parucipation. The vontradiction between maie workers' Sport
and women § spoTl conunues. Professionai sport in and of itsell preserves male dominance 1n
-l aspects of sport directiy but it also perpetuates this dominance indirectly. Because of the
effect of professional spon @n amateur sport, rncreased oppon’uniues?.f'or bovs and men of all’

“classes wilk confhie wuh \ne nterests of v«omen as lht‘\ p::rum to sports. Professional spon

nemx 10 u.afm Doth )dCDlOglca and structurai mccuantxe« in amatehir sport,
< . s : ‘
won of this*point in Canada 1 ice nockey  Hockey, has been called

Canada’s renmUyzauan

‘@omemer and ice hockev plavers.

7o denufied abroéd In assoiation with snow, mountec °
frat effcct does this have on gender reiauoné'.“ First, the, .
str uuure of amateur ice hockey 1n Canada reﬂec*s the need-for p{gfessxonals for the N_auonai
Hockey" League. Amateur "leagues have becorpe feeder systems for%he pros (Kidd 1987 kldd
and*Macfarlane ,1197'2 ). Thc’agreemem‘s signed by the NHL arid the Cah_adian Amélegr Hbcke_\'

ASsodaU‘on ,(C.MNperpetrate the relauonshlp beiween male professlona. sport and publicly

N . / \
funded amateur sport Strc‘n arrangements are de facto comracts which state that owners of

N{{L teams, th@@ thexr affiliates, will have a say In the allocauon of public rno'm'es (Trjance

- 1985y .
™ . . - ) #

But professional ice hockey influences gender inequality in amateur hockey in another

indirect way. The existence of all professional sport, including ice hockey, is predicated on a

television ‘contract. The National Hockey League could not survive without "Hockey N‘ight in

, Suzanne Triancé, director of the’ female counc1l of the Canadxan Amateur Hocke\

. Association, has stated that, per capita, females vcceive approx1matel\ 25 percent of
the f1nanc1al support which males receive from federal- public monies. Triance notes,
however, "that figures are very difficult to monitor, and thai few ple have made
the attempt to compare male and female programs, as much ,of th€ funding is
handed- put in undesxgnated amounts, (o mixed ‘assqcidtions. Triance speculates that
“though in the. past women 's hockey was oftés subsxdxzed by male reglstrauons today ®
female hockey, in general pays its own way.

" Q
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Canada” broadcasts by the CBC, and the more recent assocfau’on with CTV and the Global
Television network (Globe and Mail January 18, 1985). The broadcast of NHI. games 1s vitally
necessary 1o theasurvival of professional ice hockc.)' in Canada.

The influence of television in parucular and the media in general in shaping other
cultural forms has been well documented. Indeed, beginning with Harold Innis, theories of |

1

Canadian society have often been explicitly and implicitly dominated by discussion of the
v . A Lt .z’) ’ . .
. communications. The geographic size anckparse population of our country have demanded the
- 'development of an efficient transporlat@and‘commumcations infrastructure. This
infrastructure has come to dominate other sectors:of the economy (Smythe 1982). Mugu has

becn written on Canadian media and its relationship to nationalism, federalism and Canadian
u(l . .
‘ %onomxc déwndcnc\ and 1ssucs of 1 language and cthnicity. Thereisa de\cloplng awareness of
: s
At ‘Ia
the effects of the cﬁglronu medxa on gendcr dif ferentiation (Benct 197%). ﬁkemrchers who

¥ *

have studled gcndcr dnfferennauon W'lthxra(gpbrts reporung have noted a bias.in favour of male :

- : acmmb (Ramala and Birrell 1984) JThe uﬂ'dc:represemguon of female sport by the media is

an &
Bl

ncrn» ps the most- p0werfu1 tool: m the mamtenance of the’ h@@emon\ Gﬁmen S spfin over Py

womgn's sport., : ' ’
: ‘ v <

/ |

But p’;ofcssmnal wome?a sporl continues. Women's tennis and golf are populaxé’ and |, "h
thu both‘ham'e Jproduced female mlluonalres As weux.women S professxonal leagues e»xxst ow

- .

have existed.in the sports of baskctball, softball and soccer (Bouulhen and San Gnovanm : ‘

¢

1983 :41.) in the United States. Individual women professmnals compete in track and field.

<
automoblle racing, bowlmg and rodeo, as well. But the women s circuits have the

aracteristics of the secondarv labour markel: low pay aﬁd pdor job sécurit\' (Philtips and

\

Phildps 1983 85) The main factor 1mpedmg the devel0pmem of women st.s’port at the
, professmnal level is lhc scant coverage that lhese Sports recewcfon Lelnvmon / C .

lnAam case, the growth and development of women's professmnal sporl is of

No , . . ah
S » R .

questxonable value.to, women Whlle a great increase in the opportunmes for women to engage -

in sport for pay mxght redress the 1mbalance between women and men at the professmnal level,

5 "o
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and while this mlgm have a large offect on amateur sport. there arc many problems inherent in

b

thc ’commodificauon of sport. The history of men s commercial sport is a hns&\ of

méhopolization. Small one owner clubs competing aganst cach other for marginal rates of

profit have become incorporaied 1nto large multi-national leagues. Jones (1976) n his.
[ - S

neo-classical economg analysis of the NHL shows that. if 1t was to be financially viable, the

NHL could not comtinue to operate as a group of competitors. The various franchises had 0

maxxmmng the proﬁls of the group Thc leag d
U({? o U
Rnchard Gruneau has written of the.ef! 4 P!

kmg class. the changc from the bi-national
< or ch;bonenta!ed commercial sportsethat are

Rsofts of the present dav has been somelhmg of a

B aval . . . agcartel structures were crealed in the
spon{ wobld ¢ (a)ctual wotkihgeclass influence on
dnus:on‘mkmg became limited as mobility into executive
positions became restricted to individuals with capital. .
(W )hat,began as a dramatization of meritocracy and greater
freedom revealed itself, paradoxically. to also be an abstract
Sy 'mbolization of cons ing commodity relations (Gruneau
1983:121). - .- & . A ‘

Hcre again, if a gender perspecuve i< stded to class analysis, new insights are reveaiem .our‘
underslandmg is mtensme% ‘First, we realize that sport was never meritocratic, even as drama,
because in the mneleenth century the actors were all men. Secondly, as monopohza\p n

devclopw in sport - working classdpales were graduall\ forced out of posmons of control - but

at the same time women of all classes continued to be excluded The NHL of ficial record book
7

K @

(19829 shows that the onl» women who were hsted as pag\of any orgamzauon were emploved

.

as admxmratwe assns{ams" *The exclusmn is crealed both because cgpual 111/\(/5:5;&311 is

&
Y 1red but also through pat.rlarchal 1deologxcal nouons which are held bv various NHL

Y

owners and board members. Clemem (1975 212), commentmg on the exclusion of women

N

from the corporate elite notes tﬁat the practice of havmg a token woman on boards has

occurred only recently in Canada. Buteven token women are not present in the NHL. The .
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a S

purchased by the capitalist. A< Braverman states it

e ‘n('

Having been forced 10 sell their labor\power to another the
workers surrender their interest in the labor process; whnch
becomes Wlienated'. The labor process becomes the
responsibility of the capitalist. 1n this setting of antagomsttc
relatjons of production, the problem of realizing the *full
¢ usefulness’ of the labor power he has bought becomes

exacerbated by the opposing interests of those for whose

.~ purposes the labor process is carried on, and those who, on the "
othcr side. carry it on (Braverman 1974:57).

N

This antagomsm or conflict between woﬁkkers and owners which Braverman describes 14 the core

"
|
, W
of capitalist e\plouauon Workérs, whétheguthe\ are male factory workers or female

professional athletes lose control of their labour becausc of capttaltst producttve relau

o~

Colisicn O o %

The preceeding overview of contemporary Canadian sport has shown that therg are

igorrtinued similarities anq' differences in class and gender struggles. The effects of

rationalization, increased education, and changes in leisure time on working class and women's
. N ‘“ N !
|

sports persist. The proper use of 'mé body is still negotiated pasdly through sports participau'on

I |

by the working class and by wpmen And 1deologtcal notions about these: oppressed groups are
\

still associated wnh therr pr@gnce on or absence from the sports field /However in the
twentieth century, ideological representations about gender are more apparent. as the »
ideological.battle oyer‘clasfs participation has diminished.

..

There continues Lo be a contradiction between the resolution of- the call fggworking, '

i

=

class male sport and the demand f or femalke sport participa‘tion. Workin‘g ctass tnale demands

- ~

' have been mcorporated into the developrnent of comi‘rﬁrcral SPOTLS; SPOTLS aIe no longer an

aristocratic bastron But the development of proqusronal sport has hindered the growth of

women's sport, Comrnercral spo}t has an integral relationship with amateur sport which results

£
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isproportionate allocdlxons 1o male amateur spon As well -male dominated media

prcscmauons %ultrcss the ideology that sports are masculine.

[}

Thus, the consideration of producnvN\abour and its separauon from work in the home

.\‘a

th’é‘glass and gendegr division of labour. and their interco_nncctions with sports hasled to a

. number of conclusions. ‘Reference to history and contemporary society show us the

rclauonshlps belween olss and gender as they are represented wnhm sport. But thc discussion

iq*

;

: of labour to this poml has conoemrated on producuv‘- labour pamcularh on paxd labour in

K]

@rof esslonal spon The three rwsons provided f or women's undcrrcpresemauon in
ai .

prof essional sport (blolog\ economnc structure and: ldeolog) Y are salient, but insufficient.

There 1s a fourth, and, mmt @ompellmg reason for women s nonpamcnpauon in sporx women

S *'.,‘ i gt g Afﬂ" & . }:45‘

perform reproduct'ivc labour. Womcn ) responsxbllnm for reproducnve and domestic-labour ,

4

(giving birth. raxsmg cthOQ\ and homemaking) affect much more than their potenual 1]

parucxpatc n prof essxonal sport. Reproductive labour performed by women has effects on all

i

aspects of patriarchy and capitalism. In the next chapter, the relationships between

reproductive labour and sport will be explored.

-



Chapter [V

+

SPORT AND REPRODUCTIVE LABOUR
"Reproductive labour " is a rather economistic and clinical phrase for experiences which -

/
arc generally. exciting, sensual and enjoyable. S¢xuality and motherhood are not often 1h0ughtw

. . s . L]
of in connection.with work or labour. Because sexual behavior and mothering have been v

consndcred pnvalc the umnecuon between these bchavxors and other aspects of the public

. worid such as sport are not frequemh madc But there are-links, between sport, scxualm and

b rmlherhood. It w1ll be remembered {rom chapter two that there is an association between the

k‘

,w 5?sgually cOnsuuclcd institution of helerosexuaht) and nonbnologlcal mamfestauons of gender

El . [
I

such z@dress and deporlmem whieh, for the female are described as femmmc . Training

* 1
""» B

v fcmalcs 1o be "femininc” prcpare_s them for hetcrOscvxual liaisons wnh malés who are more
}b_:zonomncall\ powerful within capitalist patriarchy. Femininity training also prepares women to
.\}be mothers. | : ; . :
% " The relationship between women's rcproductiVe labour and female partiéipation in
sport has been discussed, indirectly, for at least 1wem)/ vears. But rather than focussing on
. . ra

o reproductive labour behaviors such as housekeep}ﬁ'é and childcare, the majority of 'authors ve

i ,Logussed on the gcnder training and 1dco)og) which supports the sexual division of labour.

‘A\»

Tr,xgsc authors. have concemgq;ed on femininily”, and 1ts association with sports participation.
e 'fhfoti.g-h; é‘ritique and extension of the tho'u.ghts of authors such as Metheney (1965) the
rela’l.i(;)‘n'ship betwgen sport and reproductive labour can be.explorec by <valuating sport,
Sfemininity training, and ihslituiionalgeg heterose’xqality. The direct relationship betwec;n
f eﬁlale athleticism and sexual preference is not at issue here. Instead, the soggial construction of
femininity as a support for institutionalized"hé;erosexuality will be examined, by f ocuésing on

$port as an instance of the expression of femininity. -

Y
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Sport, Femininity and SociakClass
Eleanor Metheney, 1n a landmark article (1963) sddressed the relationship between
sport and femininity and drew conclusions which tinked women's traditional role as nurturant

. 4 , . L
‘caregivers 1o their relatively constrained and passive participation i sport situations. Metheney

! ot

said ;-

As potential wives and mothers. the college women are
concerned with expressing their feminifty . . . . Recognizing
their own biologically -based rfeed for dependence on the male
wage-earner, they modify their behavior in ways to enhance
their own sexual desirabilitv (This is) evidenced in the sociall\ .
. are de-emphasized in favour of sk111 and grace; forgmppﬁ:a
‘ to wcxghtless objects with lightweight implements; and velocity
5 attained by the use of manufactured devices. And there is no v
senous competition in which women are maiched against men. ’
“Rather, in those sports in which men and women participate
logether, with women generally accepting the supporting ralhnr ¢
%  than the dominant role (1965:55). : ‘

‘More specmcall\ Metheney noted that some forms of sport competmon are Latogorncalh 3

v

“ unﬁu;cp&able for women including attempts to physically subdue Lhc opponem b» bodm o

ﬂ

conaau (wrestling, Judo) dxrect application of force (weightlifting); attempts lo project t

e

.

body into or over long distance (marathon racing); co—operauve face-to-face opposition in
situations in which some body contact may occur (soccer, basketball). Some forms of

competition may be appropriate for women identified in the-lower levels of socio-economic

s .
i - « L *

. i}atus to engage in contest in which the resistance of an object of moderate weight is overcoms

. A}
by direct application of bodily force or the body is projected through space over moderate

distances and for short periods. Such spori_s inciude tennis, short sprints. LHwaing events and

low hurdles. It is wholly appropriate, according @ Melhene) for m1ddle§'§nd upper class

women to engage in contp,s&s in whnch the resistance of a hght ObJCCl 1s'overcome with a light
RS M
implement; Lhe bodyv is prO)eCLCd into or through space in aestheticdily pleasmg patterns,

'y

and/or the velocn) and maneuverabllny of the bod) is mcreased by the use of some

o« £l

X

manufactured device (1965:51-52). These spor;sinclude‘ gy‘mna‘stics, swimming and

badminton.
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Metheney's article was well ahead of its time. It lavs some groundwork for a socialist.

feminist researcher because 1t takes account of two fundamentals - class and reproductive
. ¥}
labour. Metheney carefully disinguishes between what 1s acceptable for women from the

“more favoured” class and those from the "lower levels of socio-economic status” And n a
perceptive way . she hnks class and productive labour with marrnage and reproductive labour,

including sexuality. She savs: -

Women from homes in which both the father and mother are
commonly emploved in some form of manual labour may
seemingly use therr own muscular forces in athletics withoutd
impairing their marnageability. Here the old fallacy of
associating displays of strength with sexual inadequacy seems (o
be greatly weakened - although 1t eannot be wholly dismissed as

-« 4 factorin the determination of social approval (Metheney a
@ 1965:53). : .

-

Butsthere are absences in what Metheney has provided: These problems have subsequentiy ‘been

reproduced in the many articles whic - nave been built, directly or indirectly on Metheney 's ™

I

original analysis®'. First, there is a strong eleme cal determinism in her formuiation

-«

of the basis of the relation bc1wyeen malewgnd fema e suggests that, ‘becau&e the
¢ “ e - » N N ,

prohibition against women overcoming an opponent by direct application of physical forcé cuts

o

across “all cultural lines”, there is 2 biological basis to this d:ffercﬁcé? “Such z; deductnon 1s
mvalid because firstly, thcrle‘have been and are now cultures wherein women act as warriors
(Goldman 1982). Secc‘mdly. there may well be an intervening antecedent to this prohibition.
Perhaps women have been prohibited from fighting physically by men who wish to maintain

- &
political power through monopolization of physical force. This antecedent condition is social,

»

not biological”’

There is the absence as wel'l’ in Metheney 's work, of a working class women s voice.
Metheney 's data were derived from attitudes expressed by college women'in the United States in

*Two of the mos. prominent sources include Gerer et al, (1974) and Oglesby
(1978), ind in a Cafadian contexz’Cochranc et al, (1977). Hall (1981) presents an
initial crallenge ic Metheney. : : o

*See Bursiyn (1983) and Sanday (1981) for discussions on ,the political validation of
the use of mulc force to dominate women in gatriarchy, '

3
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the carly. i%ﬂ's. Because she does not provide a breakdown of her samp!c actordgng to class, u
must be assumed that o reflects the female u)llcgc population of !hn; tume, 1 that white middle
and upper classdwom.cn from urban arcas ar@"nvcrrcprescntcd The minonty groo o oof college
women from the "lower socioeconomic dasses ™ were probably of lower mlddlgfu‘la;;'mxngns
-Working dass women in the 1960°s did not comm()nl.\ hecome untversity students (\}‘v’i.kc 1970
Unul we have research data which represent working class (including rural) women® our..
understanding of gender mequality in sport 1s inadequate. Therefore, amy statements rﬁadc
about the “feminine image " in sport are mcomplete. . ~' Sl

A third difficulty 1in Metheney s work . and in subsequent studnc; based on her wc‘>rk 15
that there has been no attempt to theoreuwally relate ideological notons with structural
barriers. or to situate the meaning of "spomhg" femimmity within the material context in
which the meaning 1s produced. Metheney does not 'rccogm'zc that the definition of what is
acceptable arises out ol what 1s accesstble. If” middle class women are 'nol allowed into men';-
clubs where handball iv plaved. then handball will not be acceptable to them (cf. M"Lhcne\
1965:52) - If mcmberkshxp in a judo club requires a fee which will not be paid by a fath_er for
his daughter. then judo will become unagceplable. Metheney and some others who have
followed her figve failed 10 deal at the concrete level with specific structural Yarriers such as
membership restrictions and - fees which have precluded women from engaging in the
"unacccptable" sport forms.

The most salient structural barrier for many ’adult women is their responsxbx ity for
reproductive labour Hall (1976) has provided rich and comprehensive data showing that
womern's participation in sport is limited above all b_\{ their résponsibilities for housework and
thldcare In a multivariate analvsis of data provided by women in both Britain and Canada.
Hall has sho“n that though women would like 1o pamcxpafe in sport or phm al activity . their

. ) +. “o ! : 3

responmbﬂmes in the home preclude them from domg thils. In. mherwords '.., R IR
o IRV

i
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according to Hall, it is not ideological notions about what'is feminine and acceptable which
. ‘ )
constramn women from becoming physically active, but the structural barriers imposed by the

N ‘
-~ .

time and energy it takes to fulfill their responsibilitics concerning reproductive labqur, Hali

and Richardson (1982 elaborate on this point: \

Why do women padrticipate less than men in sport and physica
recreation activities? . . . .Lack of sufficient leisure ume scems ,
10 be the problem. The constraints imposed by marriage anl, y
the family and possibly work (more than 40 percent of marw
women in Canada are in the labour force) are very real 1o = =
women who, in many cases, either place their own xmnresw"lﬁd L)
leisure pursuits far behind their commitment to the ;
maintenance of a household or disregard their personal
C completely. LIt 1s particularly unfortunate that when marned
women with famxhcs do pursue their $wn interests. they often
feel guilty for doing so. Sull, the situation has begun 1o
_ -~ improve recently: more and more women, particularly middle
~ class professionals and homemakers, are showing an ever
- increasing interest in a fitness oriented lifestyle (1982:53-4).

—

This elaboration by Hall and Richardson shows that even in the face of the structural barriers
1o women's involvement in sport, there has been 3 tremendous increase in female sport
participation. Within popular‘cultural forms such as magazines and television advertising,

womeri and girlS are frequently depicted laking part in sport or physical activity. It seems that,

|

in ditect contradiction to the theories'that Metheney and followers purport, women and girls
now eagerly participate in sport. Perhaps the ideology of "femininity as passivity " is no longer

powerful. Perhaps mothers now have as much leisure time as fathers. Because the growth of

Canadian women's participation in sport {and recrcational phy¢ical activity more generally) has

been relatively recent, and because'little empirical sociological or social psychological evidence
; N "

has been collected, it is impossible at this time to definitively confirm such statements.
-

#

 However, it cin be conjectured that any growty in female activity, and accompanying

redefinition of femininity with respect to sports has been largely a middle class phenomenon.

. o N . i ” <«
~’Data from the most recent Canada Fitness Survey (Canada 1982 {Summary}) continue to show

e pa Ve Bove L 0 edtgn T o - - -
¢ Rre rniddle.to upper:’mcome earners,,,wﬁ,h more than the average years

"X
that the physm‘a”lly ,ac'ﬁv

N

of education. Second mam of the popular sports such 35 gvmnastlcs and synchromzed
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swnmmmg may be secn as rcprcsenlatlvc of traditional temmlmty Such sporls emphasize
appcaramc acsthcucs and aruu;c young athlctes are cxpcclcd to wear make-up a$ they
purform. The prodncl of 1he ;xprcssnvc sports is the pc_rf‘ormancc of the sport itself{ Girls
have traditionally engaged in the wcssivc sports, 4% o‘pip'oscd to the instrumental sports, often

. , - & ' . : "
tcam sports, wherein there is an exteral, abstract end such as the scoring of goals. Jdnnifer

Hargreaves (1982) makes the same point with regard to social classes, noting that uppey class

*

Sporting involvement tends to be more expressive in nature, v'vhilc the working class is mpse
involved in instrumental sports. Thus there is a link between class and gender. "Femini ity"
has usually been defined by middle and upper class women and men, for middle and upper class
women and girls. In sports such as synchronized swimming and gymnastics, the class base
definition of femininity remains 'unchallengcd.

-

‘Howcx;cr, coed sports such as soccer and softball are also popular am« girls and

women. These coed sports differ from the "feminine" sports in thajeghey are instrumental, and
are not primarily aesthetic. As well, because they are integrated, they cannot be defined as

. »
"masculine” or "feminine” on the basis of the sex of the players. Perhaps in this integrated,

cgalitarian youth sport there are signs of emergent definitions of gender identity. . More

'preciscly, within such games, boys and girls learn not to attribute their ability or inability to

v

play physical games to their gender, aﬁd thus a certain form of physicality does not beco}rle .
part of gender identity. Strength, speed and aggressiveness are no longer defined in a gender
specific way '

A stmilar increased emphasis on female strength is found in some newly emergent
forms of adult physical activity, too. One example is body building. Studios, competitions,
cloi‘hqingt insuuctionalyfkgé‘hd p%riodi'cals which support body building are ali proliferatings
throughout North America.. At first glance, such an interest in strengtﬁ training.and body

building would seem to indicate a newly emergent definition of femininity in which well dcfmed

muscles are hxghly xalued But within the women's body building industry there are many

i?ﬁ

COl’l[radIC[lOHS. Itis true that S[rCnth and competitiveness, traditionally masculine traits are
* -
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~advocated by and for womeri body build®rs. But advocates of .women's body building often
'-'pr()mote a version" of »femininity which encourages strength muscularity and competitiveness. as,

means tow&rdthe dommant wnceptmn of emmrmtv as objectified, youthf ul, sensual, and

f aslﬁr‘ron conscious. What emerges is not a redef ined femininity, butaf urther: measure of
ql
femininity, another 1deal whrch women must try to achreve“’ '
e . :
One ma jor characterrstrc ich is common to tradrtronal definitions of f emmtnﬁy

which is apparent in the descnptlons of f emale sport pamcrpatron is heterosexual
attractrveness Much contmues to‘be made of the appeal of women athletes 10 men Body

btuldmg magazmes newspaper artrcles and sports Joumals usually make caref‘ul allusron to

-~ A

' bovf rrends or husbands in brographrcal prof iles of wornen athletes. Even scholars such as’
Kenneth Dver (1982) state that women athletes are "like other won;len in bed (1982 102)
implying that bhe) are heterosexuals and headmg of f any sug& ttons that some women athletes
may. be lesbians. |

i Toda\ not only is the femmmrty of women athletes dtrectl) associated wrth

heterosexual attracuveness but f 1tness and athleticism is promoted as a method of enhancmg

<«

_ attractrveness f or the average nonathletrc woman. Private fi itness studros are advertrsed as
‘ .
~places 10 meet people of the opposne sex. Athletic clothmg is also designed, sold and worn b»
: t
.many women with heterosexual attractrveness in mmd Much of the assocratron between

lhetérosexuahty and athletrcrsm is rmplred rather than overt This s because, in a society which

has mstltutnonalrzed heterosexualrt\ and which negatively sanctions homoséxuality, sexual

)

attractiveness connotes appeal to the opposite sex, rather than the same sex. The increase in
fernale sport -participation has not challenged heterosexuality as a key aspect of f emi‘ninitv./ .

.In summarv then twmstatements can-be made of the reeent popularrt) of girls' and
women's partrcrpatron in sport and physical activity, First, there is a great deal of «“j'

A recent issue of ‘the magazme Strength Training for Beauty (June 1984) a bod\
‘burldmg penodrcal explains that Carla Dll tgtp one of the top body burlders _has, & -
physique which- symmetneal proportio muscular and powerful”, with split
biceps and cross- strrauons in her thighs". But, in the next sentence the author
points out that Dunlop is "an mcredrbl) femmme woman" &




S ‘ .
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: . - - ‘ 4
} coruradiction within the portrayal of femininity through sporr and recreational phyéical ‘ : d
actmt) especially in quch new. actmr) forms as body burldmg We see in such forms both the |
resrdual emphasrs on a traditional femininity mcludmg such traus as passivity, objecuvn)

. '
expressiveness and hererosexua-lny. and a newly emergenl emphasns - on strength,
eo‘mpetitiveness-and control. Perhaps the new ideas ‘aéout female athleticism ere being - |
mcorporared“ into the dommam 1deology asa result of hegemony. The second prmcrple which
has been suggested he{e and whrch must be tested empmcally is that definitions of femininity
are correlated with the social class of those who defi ine. Itds possnble that the f emmme rmage
.in'sport is narrowly middle .class. and that’/\vorkmg elass def initions of femmrmry were. and sul]r "
are different from ether class-based definitions. But class differences aside, ‘women in general
are affected by;;he/gecial e(;’nstruction ‘of sexuaiily anq femininity, and other aspects of

rebro&hcti‘ve labour. The most important part of reproductive labour, ‘motherhood. will now

"be discussed.

Sport and Motherhood

References to the r"elationshipd'berween the reproductive labour of mothering and sports

-

participation can be found in thevlilerarure on sports socialization. 1n such research, the effects
of f amilies on children's participation in sport has been examined. The research in general does
not distinguish between the mother's and father’s impact on the child. But such research

\

~ provides a helpfual-begihning to an analysis of the relaliorrship between reproducrive‘ labour and

*

sport in a capiialist patriarchy. In summary, the research has shown that whether or not

/

- chiidren become socrahzed into sports depends not only on their early experrences with sporr |
~itself, butfalso on play and games in their early childhood. Greendorfer (1983) reviews a

varier_\‘/éf literature to show how toys and ga'mes' become sex-typed.. because parents reward -
onl,\"Sex-linked behavi;)r such as doll play among girls, and because bo_vs‘and gitls imitate role

;

rxiodels of their own kgender. Itis poimed out that fathers have a strong inf luence on their

*'As Whitson (1984) ‘explains with regard to the populamy of drstance running.
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sons' sécialization into physical activity and sport. Boys' games are played in larger groups and

.
-are said to be more complex than gxrls games, whnch are usually mdoor hmued in interaction
- .
wuh the environment, and are modified bv cxplxcu simple rules S

The soexahzauon of chnldren mlo sporrs is sex- dnf ferentiated, too. Greendorf er notes
that there is a regular pattern of male socrahzauon into sports wmeh extcnds across classts and
taces. However, inf luences on girls with regard to their particrparion in physieal activity vary
according to-class. Female athletes tend to come f rom the middle and upper classes, to ‘haxe'

' engaged in sport early in their ehildhood. and 10 have been rewarded for their participation.

? - ! . “+

However, Greendorf er notes tt}at even among the upper classes, -fem;xle.sport participation is  *®
not a_‘given._'and that':vhether or not girls; Beeom: athletes is really an "accident of birth" more
than banything else. | | |
Three inadequabies in ‘spo'rt sociology wilh.regard to the yalysis of sex dif ferentiated
:socxalrzatron into sport are appa*rent#Frrst the monohthrc conéept of the famrly has
frequently béen used Margrit Erchler (1983) has critiqued the use of the term "family" to.
encompass a wide variety of institutional varfations among groups of people who socialize
children. "Families” is a beii'er term than "the family" because this term can allow variation
among families algri‘g the procreative dimension (wife and husband do not always and
A',V_e'xclusiv_el'y has'e children with each other), c? the soeialization dimensioﬁ (both mother and ¢ '
- father are not always invo]@d in socialization), on the sexual dimension (marital couples do
| nor always have sex with each other, or exclusively with each dther), on the residential -
dimension, (all farmilies do not always share the same fesidence, day and night), on the
economic :dimension (father isn't alsva_vs the sole breadwinner), and on the emotional
drmension (alj family nrembers do not always interact in a positive _errrotiénal way with each
other) (Eichler 19'8346-7). For example, Greendorfer says:
The family conveys f romv one generation to Another those
_traditions, perspectives, norms and values that are vital for

cultural maintenance. For these reasons, one cannot
underestimate the role of the family (Greendorfer 1983:136).

5
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This sialemem is an example of the représentation of the monolithic family. There may be
many different types of families, rather than one "family " type, which sometimes convey

traditions. .’
Statements a_boui ch‘ildfen's socializati;)n into sport hav.e been built on the belief in a
family whose characterist?cé are assumed but unspecgf\ied. ."The f. amily " is conceived of as
cons&stinﬁ of a husband and wife and their biological off spriqg who live together on the wagej
of father ahd the housework of mother, and who interact in a relatively positive emotional -
mahnerr Qith mother and father both helbing to socialize their children. If the families of
gubjects in the;sport socialization studies do meet all of ihese éhafacteristics. thertthey are in
.,Lhe mihority. because two earner families, for instance, are now the rple _rather than the |
exception. Da\tav which are collected to_ ‘determine the impact of families on sport socialization
should be"much richer. For .instancve, specific questions which assess where family members
live, and the frequency of tl}eir imergctibns must ’be. collected. These queslions- would allow the 4
reécarcher to aséess differences between children from a one parent or two parent home, for |
: o
. é’xample, and among children who have varying degrees of interaction with their parents ina
't‘wo parent home. Sport éociologists can no longer assume that‘there is only one family type
which éap be assessed }or its irﬁpacl on youngsters. Only if particular aspects of .ihe f afnily are
,analy-zcd can the dif ferential'impact of mothers on children be carefully assessed. |
A second proble}n with research related to socialization into sport is the low signff icance
given to social claés. . The monolithic family in lhé' spc'm sbcialization litcra‘ture»is a middlc\class
family, which can afford to have a mother work solely in the home. This middle class bias has
probably arisen becaﬁse most of the sample populations in socialization literature have been
Olympic or college athletes (See Greendorfer 1978; Kenyon 1970; McPherson 1972) who tend to
come rdm the middle class. Where class has been taken into account (Greendorfl e; 1978),
class differences even among a uniyersity population have been found. but there has been

nothing more than a quamitativé description of these differences rather than an explana?bn“.

..................

“Greendorfer (1983:150) puts forward the tentative hypothesis that upper clas
fathers may play a more positive role in socializing daughters into sport tha}(s lower



A final® criticism of thc sport socialization literature is that it rarely makcs(p
drstincuom between the lmpact of fathers and mothers When studres have differentiated
betwcen parents they have‘not refcrred ta thc power structure between’ husband and wife The *
father and mother are seen as mdmduals harmg relatively equrvalent roles to play in the
socialization of thctr children. Greendorfer does report “surprising” findings (Greendorf er and
Lewko 1978) that the father was influential in sport sociahuuon for both boys and girls, and
that mothers and siblings were not rmportant at all, But shc gocs on to suggest that more data
must be collected, rather than trying to situate this surprising frndmg within a theoretrcal

f ramework fe emmtsm that has always pointed to the greatcr powcr of men. It would seem
appropriate that research which focusses on sex inequality among athletes would also focus on
sex inequality among the socializers of athletes. Greendorfer at' the conclusion of her article
(1983:155) calls f. or new research method's and new research questions. Yet the recognition of
inequality among athletes does not lead to the use of a feminist theory of sex inequality.

Research into the complex procgsses of gender differentiated sport socialization does
need new methodologies and new quest'ionnr But what it needs more is a theoretical basis in
feminism. Findings about early childhood play dif’ ferences (Goldberg and Lewis 1969,). are a
clue 1o the type of feminist theory: which might be helpful. Dif ferences between the way
mothers behave toward male and female infants suggests that feminist psychoanalytrc theory
might prove usef ul. -

It will be remembered from chapter two that psychoanalyuc theorists such as Nancy
Chodorow suggest that mothermg behaviors on the part of women are not biologically
determined. Instead, unconscious processes during inf ancy and childhood generate gender
diff erentiated personalities. These personalities zrre amenable to the aquisition of sex-typed
behaviors such as mothenng and these sex typed behavrors are taught and reinforced through

‘(cont'd) class fathers However this hypothesis 'posits class merely as an /
intervening variable in father/daughter socialization processes, and not as an
independent variable with explanator) power. '

“The sport socialization literature ‘can also be critiqued for its use of role theory
with its inherent conservative bias. An extensxvh elaboration of this critique is found
in Hall (1981) and will not be dealt with here T '
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" conseious role leaming./; inally, such sex stereotypic behavio/rs are arranged hierarchi.eelly in

~ that the beheviors associated with girls and women are de,valt'redt | _ l

The unconscious process of sex-diff erentiated personelity development arises, eccording
to Chodorow, because women, not men, mother In both tradrttonal and nontradmonal family.
structures (including daycares) women are the primary caregivers and in these situauons boys - «

7‘ rephee an“tarly identification with the mother by an identif tcetron with the father Girh do

‘ "not reject thetr early identification with therr mother. The symbiottc relationshrp between

' mother and daughter is perpetuated and the young girl develops a greater need to merge and
identify with others than the boy. This nwd 10 merge with others is mantfested in laver life tn
mothering behaviory. Thue»lhe act of mothering by WOmen perpetuates mothet‘tng by women.

" These general formulations can be applied to a specific phase in the growth of an
infant; the development of loeom'otor f unctionQ The early phases o_f such development can be
exantined. keeping in minct sert diff erentiation in personalities and subsequent emergence of

sex -typed behaviors which are consciously leamedt At issue here is the later behavioral

o diff erentiation with reg‘ardito sport participatron. How"is infant development related to later

. conscions sex-typ_ed behaviors such as SpOrt participation, and hence to the-'stratif ication of
such sex related behaviors? | | .

The psychoanalytic theory of the development of the human infant has been advanced

' primarily through the work of Margaret Mahler ( Mahler et al, 1975). Her work explatns the

" period of human development f rom approximately stx months to-two years of age, known as
the separation and individuation perrod. It is this period that has been seen as formative in the
dcveloprnent of gender differentiated behavior, including playful behaviors and locomotion. It
has been speculated that durin‘g this period, because of mothering by women, boys begin to '
develop. behaviors which eventually ‘predispose them to socialization into sport. .Girls do not

‘ jevelop this same predisposition, on average. The »foundation of tbis speculation with its roots

S S
in psychoanalytic theory will iow be elaborated. ' ¢



95 .

The primary tasks of the scpumlcn individuation phase [ dr the child is to learn to
diff erenliatc her physical and mental boundmes (scpamtx) and to develop skills and

characteristics unique to hersell (individuauon) The pha

R

dif fcrcgliation. practicing, rapproachment and consolidation. During ferentiation, which
takes place from six to ten months (approximately), the child begins to ¢xplore the possibilities
of separation and physical mobility. This is the time of initial ego dcv opment. Mothers,

/ during the dif ferentiation period are less likely to push their daughters than their sons to
diff cremine because of their closer identification with their daughters.

The practicing subphase, when the symbiotic relationship with mother must be scvcred.
is a time during which a'great deal of pleasure is taken in locomotor function. This is the time
when the baby is said to have "a love affair with thc»world ", as shc' becomes upright, much
more mobile, and begins to exult in contact with a previously. undiscovered world. Again the
mother may be more ambivalent about giving up a syrhbiotic relationship with a daughter than
with a son because of st}ong mother/daughter identification. This practicing subphase among
all subphases, is probably of most interest to sport sociologists, because duﬂng this time the:
baby lays the foundation for biped physical ski'll‘s. It ends at approximately eighlccr; months of
age. -

From then to twen‘ty-f our rlnomhvs or so the young child first bccomes aware of gender.
She also realizes that she is not omni'potent: Girls, according to psychoanafysts. suffer a gender
specific lesscqing of self -esteem as they learn about their femininity. There is an ambivalence .

»

during this phase, be’cacse the child, discovering her own fallibility, wants tb.rctum to the .
symbictic phase, but s also-afraid of being engulfed by her mother. /‘”_I'his is called the
rapprochment phase. A fourth sub;;t;a\sc of the separation-individuation process is devoted to
the consolidation of individuality, and the beginnings of cmotionél object constancy. During

"this stage the child learns to substitutea reliable internal image for the absent mother, and-soon

separation from mother can be:lqngthened, and relatively easily tolerated.
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Psychoamlym have made a few brief remarks about uender differentiated locomotor
function during the pracllcing phnsc Kaplgn (1978 175 -6) suggests that mothers are in awe”
-of their sons' masculine prowcss in running and climbing. and that they often take pride in

‘ masculmc indecr;dcnoe and bravado Howcvcr they tcnd 1o worry about the physical safety

. of }thm daughters, and this results in a Icsscneq degree of lchmotor activity. Girls do not test
| their My limits in space as mu;:h as i)oys. This dif ference in mothers' attitudes may have a

-+ precursor in the symbiosis phase. Mahler et al, (1975: 66)*@“ firen who had an

Sy

mtcnsc but uncomfortable relationship with their mother were »

SWinfbriable in the o 47"‘

practicing phase, as their locomotor functions matured. The idtcnsity of the mother child gon%’"’ g
incrcavscs, in general, when the child i8 a girl. Thus, it might be speculated that boys are better
- able to exﬁand their locomotor capacity dﬁng this pra,c_ticing phase.
Gender differences in locomotor behavior arisiné in‘ the practicing subphase can be
extrapolated past Ehis bphasc'. into rapproachment and beyond. Self confidence and enthusiasm
in locomotor @ncﬁon continues more readily in chﬂdy;n whose early "practicing” was
pleasurable (Mahler et al, 1975:217). If, as has been suggcsted above, there is a tendency
because of claser mother/daughter identification during symbiosis, for a more conflicted
' ‘practicing subphase among girls, then it is likely that for boys, early practicing is more ‘
- pleasu;ablc. This would mean thal"bdys would more readily extend their cnthusi,astic
development of locomotor f unctioh. Again, this deduction has not been specified by
’psycho.analysts but is implied in their discussion of separation and individuation. It is also
supported by their various clinical o‘bs'ervation‘s on "gender-determined motor mindednesses”
(Mahler et al, 1975:213). . ‘
Such nonexplicit links betweer} se‘x-dif ferentiated ldcomotor function and mothering by
women are certainly not substantive enough to cdrfxprise a psychoanalytic theory of
sex -dif ferentiated socxra_lization into sport. But they dq hint at a direction of analysis for

feminist sociologists interested in socialization into sport. More importantly, they suggest a

theoretical stance, a feminist psychoanalytic stance, for the researcher to use in her
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ciplontiom. Simply put, the theory provides an explanation of the data collected on
diffegences in the young child"s locor;xotor behavior. In its feminist form, psychoanalytic 4
thc;:ory stat& that gender differences, including locomotor diffcrences, are rooted in the early
~ ‘mother-child relationship. This relationship arises in a social world which is constructed partly
through the primary provision of childcare by women.

Sport sociologists might also look to mychdﬁalylic theory because it deals with
biological differences between males and females. Bioloﬁy cannot be avoided in discussion of
sex inequality in sport. Physiologists and biomechanicians are increasingly cngag;d in positivist
studies of sex differences in characteristics like acrobic capacity, muscle growth and function,
and skill execution patterns. These studies, whilc important in providing a data ba'se f IZ)!{
which to begin sociological discussions of malcs and females in sport are by definition,
unrelated to the sociél situation, or to psychology. Psychoanalytic theory has attenipted to
trace Lh§ relationship between the diff erent bodies which boys and girls possess, and their
actions in the social world. I

One example of a psychoanalytic attempt to link the biélo‘gicai body with Psychology
and social} life is Erikson's (1968 reprinted 1974a) essay "Womanhood and Inner Space”. This
‘ much maligned** essay-tries to explain clinical observations of sex-differences in twelve an'd
thirteen year olds' use of space by referring to sex specific genitalia. When boys and girls were
asked to create an exciting scene from an imaginary moving picture using small figures, toys
and blocks as representative objects, two-thirds of the girls created ir;terior scenes which were
for the most part peaceful. Two-thirds oﬁf the boys created scenes in which more people and
animals were outside, and in which more motion and accidents took place. Erikson interpreted
these findings on the basis of the "profound diff: ereﬁce (‘lwhich) exists between Li’le sexes in the
experience bf the ground plan of the hurﬁan body” (1974a:301). He notes that the
organization of a play space by two-thirds of his 'ﬁopulation seemed to, parallel the morphology
of genital differentiation: males have an external organ which mobilizes sperm; females have an

4See. Millett (1970:210-220) for a caustic criticism. Young (1980) challenges Enckson
from a phenomenological perspective.
Y



inickrn\al organ and “static” ova (Erikson 1974a:300).

Erikson's conclu;ions can. be challenged on a number of grounds. Above all, as Young
(1980:149) points out, it ils far more plausible that the girls' more limited use of space and
aclion'rcsu'l:ts from the séx differentiated experience of moving their own bodies in space, not
from the passive exposure to (and perhaps limited understanding of ) gcnim‘h’a. Girls are
constrained from an early age, as Mahler and Kaplan point out, in moving their bodies through
space. T hi§ social constraint is a p(;wcrf ul explanation for their limited projections with play
objccls. And Erikson can secondly be criticized for ignoring one of three distinct subgroups of
his sa'mplc.‘ He notes that two-thirds of gi;ls ard two-thirds of boys demonstraied
scx~d'if ferentiated behavior, which means that a full on;'tﬁird of his sample constructed scenes
whi;h were not sex -dif’ fcrc;ipiated. Surely the large group of children which did not construct
scenes parallel to their morphological structure should be considered. Indeed, bearing in mind
all three groups, it might be concluded that the one-third of the subjects who constructed
scenes which were dominated by erections, accidents and collapse (all bqys) were abberent, and
that the other two‘-[hirds 6f the gfoup (all the girls and»one-ihifd oI; ‘the boys) who constructed
peacef (il interior scanes or scenes of a mixed nature inc'ludinvg béth interiors and exteriors, were|
psychologically normal.

But Erikson does show_ (more clearly in his 197;lb reiteration a,ndydef ense of his initi@l
article) that psychoanalysts and others must link the study of the individual with biology and
history. Even though his projections of the meaning of biological differences are contestable,
his implication that biological differences are important is consfructive. He says:

only a total co_gﬁg'ﬁrational,approach - somatic, historical,

individual, - can help us to see single traits in context rather

than in isolated and senseless comparison (1974b:334).
Just because the sociobiology and "biocultural‘ history " (Erikson 1974b:375) written to date h;s_
frequently been anti-woman does not mean feminists should cede the study of bioloéical

difference to physiologists and biomechanicians or, more dangerously, 1o nonfeminist

' ‘ ' . . . ¢
psychoanalysts, sociobiologists and social psychologists. 1t is imperative that those studying the
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sodblogy of Spon deal With the biology of sex differences from a feminist perspective*’. As

L

‘they do this, they must always keep in mir}d the cultural and historical context.

S

-

The historical context is established by referring to relations of produetion and

reproduction.” The interaction between the individual, her biological attributes, and history

. differs according to the economic and political structure of society. The translation of sex into

gender, as dcmbnstralcd when chjldcare is provided predominantly by a biological mother for
one or two children in a suburban home, differs.from the translation demonstrated when
children are raised by wbmcn ina largc group day care facility, or when both men and women
ra'isc girls and boys. As the physical tasks associated with motherhood - such as food
‘prcparation. health care and education - are reduced in late capitalist society, psychological
tasks have increased in number and scope. This is particularly true in the small families of thc
1970"5 and 1980's (Sayers, 1983:78). The symbiotic phase is different for mothers who are
able 10 devote more psychic energy to their offspring, and thus the separation-individuation
phase would be of a different quality. Gender diff crcnccs- in these early phases would vary
across time in a corresponding manner. Pcrhapé, with increased stress on psychological
identification between mother and child, the separation proécss which mother and daughter go
through becomes more ‘conflictual.

Contextualizing psychoanalytic irzci/lr“torically also requires an awareness of social
all too

class. Studies of infant 'dcvelopfnem ha frequently been restricted to children from

h‘omogcneous backgrodnds, and researchers have made little reference to class characteristics.
Yet social class has certainly bgen‘shown 1o be relevant to later stages of socialization, including
sport socialization (Greendorfer 1983). and it is probable that this variable has a similar degree
of influence on preschool development. Schneider (1975) ‘suggcsts' that middle class parents

identify with middle class achievement and occupational norms and seek to convey these norms
esindeed. this studv is urgent as positivists collect further data on sex differences in
motor performance at earlier and earlier ages, anag -as these data are used to justify
the cancellation of programs which attempt 1o equalize opportunities for girls and
women in sports. See Monagan (1983) who reports a study by Vern Seefeldt at the
Youth Sports Institute of Michigan State University which indicates that boys can

outrun - girls by the age of two and a half.

-
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to their children through psychological identification. Working c‘laéq_ parents sec these norms as
externally imposed, and convey them to their children as‘cxtcrnal sanctions. While such norms
are not readily conveyed during preverbal stagés. this class diffcrcntialcd'parcmal behavior
serves as an indication of the likchhoéd of differential parenting at ypunger ages. Of course,
overlaying these differences in the psychological relationships bclwécn\ parent and child
according to social class are the very real differences in material condikibns under which
v

children are raised. Working class childrcn do not generally have a °f u‘\\l time mother” and.in
times of unemployment, may frequently ‘be raised in part by a father. \ iddle class children
have greater access to nccéssitics of life. as well as luxuries such as f igurc skating lessons and .
backyard swimming pools. _ o - | \

With respect to gender differentiated locofnotorﬁ dévc{opmcnl. socia Elhsg may have a
strong effect. Though middle class girls nay, 1ogcthéx \;/ith working class gitls, haveta more
conflicted "practicing " subphase, and though girls may be lgss likely th;n boys t1Q develop their

locomotor functions fully during this time, as the middle class girl matures, sh rﬂay be

encouraged by her parents toward characteristically middle class achievements typified in

sports. The middle class girl can in.‘ a sense "catch up” to her brother somewhat. ‘Tbe, working
class girl would not learn this middle class achievcmem ethic so readily. This postqllaticlm,
however, must be made in the awareness of real structural differences in opportunily for girls
and working c-lass' boys to engage in sport. Even though the middle class giiﬂ may take on
middle class ;'alues, she still has Hto comcﬁd with fewer chancestto play. And eve;x thdugh the

working class boy may have a head start in locomotor function, he, like his sister is restricted

from many sport participation opportunities because of lack of class based resources su

money.
In general, mothers participate less frequently than fathers in spo;ts. and are a less

important factor in the socialization of their children into sports and physﬁal activity

(Greendorfer 1983). This is often due to their dduble involvemnent in both productive and

reproductive labour. However, one cannot overlook the existence of 'working’ mothers who do\
: \

Y

\
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engage in sport and physical recreation, Sports panicipatic& by women who do have familics
ana paying jobs has increased in recent decades. While there are structural barriers
constraining such women from participating in sport, Hall and Richardson (1982:54) poinl\mn
that some "working” mothers do participate. What conclusions can be dr‘awn from the
participation of women who work at both paid and unpaid labour? Shirley Prendergast (1978)
has studied "working" women's sport in England. She focusses on the gamt;. of Stoolball which
is played in villages of Kent and Sussex. l

‘Stoolball is a women's ganfe similar to cfickct. but without rigorous rules or
conventions. The games are charactcgi‘ed by "a racy atmostphere, joking, gossip, shouting and
much physical display of falling, leaping and running for the ball in which individual
performance was little taken into account” (P;endergaSl 1978719). The stoolball players arc
usgally married women with young {amilies, who work for farmers in the fields to provide a
necessary addition to their family income. Prendergast makes th'rce major points. First,
stooll')all is an activity which develops gender solidarity. Group cohesion improves through
information exchange about family and village lif e.. The game situation also allows ‘assessment
of whether newcomers are likely to be a positive addition to the workf o_rcE. Farmers usually
hire on the basis of recommendations of their more senior workers so that someone who \;amed
~ajob would have to be accépted by those alread; wc.)rking. Tk;e author herself was not offered
farm work-until after she joined the stoolbali players (Prendergast 1978:20). The "initiation
rite” of stoolball thus serves to increase gender solidarity.

The second theme of Prendergast's article is that stoolball is Ifke ‘f arm work, in that it
prpvides the spectacle of women being physically active outside the home. It is because of this
sport/work association, Prendergést says, that stoolball comes in for a good deal of criticism
from the men of the village. Village ideology strongly suggests that women should remain in
the home but, because of the men's low wages, their wives must work at paid employment on M
tl';e farm in order that families can survive f iﬁancially’. Therefore, instead of criticizing the

economically necessary work of the women, the men criticize women's sport, which is similar in

-
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that it occurs outsrde of the home, but i rs apparently not economtcally necessary

s rmportant to note that the crrtrcrsm of the stoolballoplayers was based on sexual
mnuendo Gossrp generally suggested that players were sexually promtscuous Prendergast
develops her point that the game was taken to have sexual meamngs by the men through .

.Ielating a remark of an old s epherd: -~ o

- 'I'd be in two minds as to send me an old dog down there and -
_'get 'em all up for the tup.' . . .- He was saying in effect that
the women were like the ewes that were, on the word:of the
farmer, brought up from the marshes with the rams, in order

to lamb in the Spring (Prendergast 1978:19).

The men used this sort of ‘remark to criticize womeh who had become productive workers. The
LY

!

“ " men felt the contradrctron between the patriarchal family unit and women 's wage labour and
-expressed therr feelings by devalurng women as sexual Ob]CClS The shepherd s remark clearlv
~ depicts his belief that females are f rtted f or Sexual mtercourse and procreatron and that when '
they overstep these bounds they must be "herded" back. We see that ideologies related to

sexuahty and motherhood»provoke crrtrcrsm _of women's wage labour, mirrored on thestoolball :
' = o : ooy v '
field.

M 3

Not ortly is stoolball a mirror of work it also helps to mamtarn work relatrons The

gender soltdarrty and its assocrated exclusion of a certain number of unsurtable f emale
1

workers helps to mamtam a readrly avarlable‘» trained, but replaceable workf orce,whtch can be
v

, called upon to labour at low wages when needed. Therefore, the soltdahty built by the women
on the stoolball team does not give them power. and mdependence lt helps to perpetuate a
: sexual division of labour if wht,gh women are paid so little that they must remain dependent
upon another wage earner to survive. , : ' ' v
. the wage a woman ‘earns in agriculture can still only be a
supplementary one, and . . . is only viable in relation to a
husband,-or his substitute's, wage (Prendergast 1978:25).

These three themes which Prendergast introduces will now be restated in a more

_generalized sense. - First, team sports can build solidarity among minority groups; among
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workmg class men as in Palmer's baseball (Palmer 1979), or among working class mothers such

o

~as those to. whom Prendergast refers. Secondly, women's sport ls similar to women 's paid

' labour, in that it occurs away from home, and often demon’strates strength and solidarity .

among women. 1t should therefore be seen as a challenge to traditional def initions of
femininity, and 1o male dominance.’ However the challenge is undenmned by critiques based
on the se):ual behavior of. sportswomen. Third, the consciousness that grows among women Or
workers through team sport is not necessarily progressive. That is, it need not create the will to

challenge socral structures whrch oppress minority groups The affinity which women f eel on

_the stoolball field mlght serve to sublimate or defuse the anger which can be built up pnvalely

in the home. Full caution must be exercised before assuming that sport parucnpauon by women
[ .t

and mothers can have a transformative thrust. Certainly Prendergast s final remarks

concermng continuing wife-beating wnhrn lhe vxllage she studled show that stoolball SQlldal‘lt\

' had Jittle effeet on the fundamentally oppresswe relationships whrch do occur between

_ constraints related to sexuality. - . /
{ ,

" particular men and women, and between groups of men, and groups of women *l'he fact that

‘women perf orm both productive and reproducu’ve labour does not free them /f’rom patriarchal

-

\ ' o

Conclusion , J/
~ A-number of relationships between sport and reproductive labour have been described
in this chapter. First, it has been indicated that definitions of "femininity" (part of the

1deology of reproductive labour) have been remf orced or modrf ied through female sport

parlrcrpauon over ume Whether newly emergent forms of participation in physical acuvrly

actually challenge the notxon that there is a stereotypic way in which girls and women behave is

" doubtful. The cornerstone of f eminin’ity, heterosexualit_v, has not been challenged. An added

dimension to the sport-femininity relationship is the possibility that enactments of stereotypic

f emininity within sporl' and physical activity differ according to social class.
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The other aspect of reproducuve labour which has been dlscussed is the act of
mottermg AN has been suggested that mothenng behaviors, as socially constructed wnlun
comemporar) society, help to perpetuate gender inequality in sport. Durmg infancy, boys are
encouraged to sepqrale from their mothers more than girls. This leads to an increase in the
pracuce of locomoter functions, which in turn lays the groundwork for game and .sport'v_skil)lsbv
development. All of this is relaled 10 thc l' act that it is women who are ron'rniirilv rcsl)Ons“ible'
fon cluldcare As well the sports participation of workmg mothers has been discussed lt has
been suggested that Lhough such participation might build gender sohdam) u does not
necessarily challenge fundamentally oppressive relauonshxps based Ol;l socrall) msmutmnahzed
heterosexuality and economic dependency, in the home or the workplace | .

The responsibility of women for pnmar\ parenung hclps to f 0er mi lnatenal basxs of s
capitalist patriarchy described in Chapter Two Comemporar\ moll'iermg beha\-rors are |
symptomatic of lhe work/home separation s0 prevalem m patrxarcl‘lal capnal:st socnet\ 1t will
be remembered however that within such a socxcu women are f‘aoed wnh comradncu)rv |

7 pressures, thle pamarchal ideology and pamarchal su'uctures urge them 10 remam dependem:

in the home capitalist ideology and structures compel lhcm to vemure mxo the paid workplace

Itis thns contradiction between the capitalist commodlf ication of labour and patrlarchal

pressures to keep women in the home that is reflected in so much of our culture, | 1 'uding our

sporting culture. In the final chapter of this thesis, the resolution of this contradiction, and its

NN £
effects an gender inequality in sport will be discussed. o HES \



Chapter V
CENDER, SPORT AND LABQUR: THE FUTURE
. Capitalism, patriarchy and the contradictions between capitalism and patriarchy have
ménif ested themselves in spori in two way§ wﬁich have been discussed in this dissertation.
First, participation in sport is dif ferentiated by' gender; women and girls participate in sports to
a lesser degfee than men and boys. Second, the spbrti‘r;g behavior of' females is qualitatively
| 'd,iffcrem from {hal of hxales. Much of female participation can be characterized as aesthetic
and noncombativeﬁ. Where\women's participation is cbmparablc to men'’s, their events are
often shorter than men's in dgration or distance. The p;eceeding chapters have linked these
differences to specific relations within capitalist palriarchy: the separation between work and"
horﬁe; the commodification of female labour; the social construci'\on of f e;nininity; and
primary parenting by women. An a‘ns&er to the qu;estion "Why is there gender ineqdality _in
* Canadian vspon?" has been given, 'gsing a socialist qi“cminisl analysis.
But this socialist feminist project is incomblete without an assessment of the future.
This evalualion.musl includc‘normative statements about the tasks of socialiét feminists who
wish 10 end the oppression of workers and women. While explicit suggestions must be worked
out in practice, a théoreti;al discussion can include some generalized staterﬁenls about the broad
outline of necessary change. | |
1t must _be'clarif ied, first, that because capitalism and patriarchy are two systéms.
operéling in conjunction, changes in patriarchal relations often afTect cahita’list relations. For
instance, if shared parenting were to replace primary parenting by women, there would be
yramif icatjons in the productive workplace. which is the prirﬁary workplace of men. As well, if
capitalisl productivé labour relations change, ;;atriarchal reproductive relations often change.
An historic example of this is the .inc_:lus'io'n‘of women in prodﬁctive labour, a change which
Tesulted in the development and use of mechanical labour saving devices. Changes in these

systems affect each other greatly, even though the material base of each system is different.
N ./)
!
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* Because of the interconnectedness of capitalism and patriarchy, suggestions which are

made to enhance the position of women must lake capitalism into account. Feminist efforts to

improve the lot of women cannot be isolated from an awareness of the power of capital.

1t is not enough to struggle for pamcular reforms, important
as these are. Unless we understand the relationship of the
various elements within the strueture of male-dominated
capitalism, we will find that the improvements we achieve are
twisted against us, or serve one group at the expense of the rest
(Rowbotham 1973: 123)

In order to avgid isolated and detrimcmal action, it is best to keep the contradiction which is at
the heart of ‘women's oppression in mind : the capitalist pressure for wo;nen to join the labour
market, versus the patriarchal pressure for women to remain dependent in the home. TFhere are
three ways in whnch 1o mitigate this contradiction. All women could tak&pan in capltahst

productive labour and domesuc labour could become shared equal]y between men\zmé women,

\

or socialized. The reverse soluuon is that all women could return to and remam within the = ™.
home, relying on mpnopoly capualixsts (and perhaps trade unionists) to increase men's wages to

f a‘mily. wagc levels, thereby reducing profits. The third possibility is to negate both capitalist

and patriarchal demands. by transformmg both capitalism and patriarchy. All Lhrce soluuons

can be the subject of lSrt:zmve and far- reachmg thought. But becausc the first solution allows
the exploitation of workers to continue**, and the second solution perpetuates the oppregsion of
women, the third solution, ending the contradiction by transforming the socnal relations which

,5\ *
create the conflicting demands, is the socialist feminist solution. The ‘commodification of

hl
labour a‘nh pnmary parcmmg by women in the home lie at the core of struggles.

'iTx\us. efforts 10 create change for a socialist feminist future must be directed at the
division of labour. Because, in the last analysis, the baéis of social”relations lies in the
concrete, material world, any real change must come about through a chahge in the way peolple
perform their L;a_v to day tasks in order to.survive. Hope for a socialist feminist future lics not
" in sloganeering, or party poli;ics, or education, or personal development. While these are éll

ssAnd this solution, same would argue, is "an impossibility, because of the historic
dependence of capitalism on patriarchy. ' :
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important aspects of the ongoing process of change.'change will not result until the
organization of work itself, both productive ‘and reproductive work, is fundzrnentally altered.
In essence, this me)ans the end of both the class and sexual divisions ot" labour as we presently
know them. )

More particularly, in a socnahst feminist future, chtldcag\e would be shared by men and
women, and women would no longer depend on male Wages This means that the
family -household system, which rehes on the female parent to take primary responsibility for
children, should no longer prevail, and also that even in collectivized systems of childcare such
as daycares men and women should be represented equally as childcarers. If childcare were
shz;‘}ed mf ants of both genders would have to differentiate themselves from adults of the
- opposite sex. Parents of each sex would be more likely 10 encourage opposite sex children to
_dtf f erenttate Under current arrangements wherein a woman is the primary parent, mothers |
are more likely to push their sons to diff erenttate because of closer 1dent1f ication with
dfﬁughters

Together with shared parentmg must come a change in the style of parenting of men
and women 'Tradlttonally when men have become involved wrth children, they have
attemptcd to ‘provide a masculme role model” for boys and a heterosexual object for gxrls
(Chodorow 1978:217). /T his involvement has served to support the formation of tradmonalv

gender roles and heterosexual orientation. However, institutionalized heteroseﬁuahty and

~ socially constructed masculinity and femininity have formed part of the matertal base of
capitalist patriarchy. This basis can be undermined 1f children are dependent from bxrth on'
parents or caretakers of both genders, and develop thetr 1dent1ty in relauon to both men and -
women. The development of the masculine personallty will no longer be tied to the denial of
the feminine and the rejection of women_ (cf Chapter Two). The heteroscxual imperative
would no longer be/ enforced. |

But this change in relations of reproductive labour must be effected together with

change in produgtive labour relations. Women's dependence on men's wages is a cornerstone
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to their economic dcpendeﬁce. Shared reproductive labour goes some distance u‘)\ EE‘&mLign
of gender equality, because such sharing would méan that men and. women werc‘equally o
affected by their reproduct{ve respon_sibilities. However, the root of economic depcndency lies
"in the exploitative labour relations within capitalism. Even if womeﬁ and mnen begin to share
childcare, because they live in a cahitalist system they must still sell their labour to capitalists.
‘Becau'se the& are propertyless, the woriing class must labour for owners, and give over some of
the value of their labour to the Sapitalist class. U.ntil private property is abolished, the
contradiction between labour and capital continues.

The changes which have beén suggested are encompassing, and cannot be specified :
except through the struggles of peoplé in history. Thus, ;};ey: ‘may appedr to be abstract and
impractical. As well, the relationship between the broad social and %Blitical changes and sport
may not be apparent. It might be presumed that sport, as a cultural manifestation of Lcapitalist
patriérchy. would havé little role in revoh:nionarybstruggle. Indeed it has been demonstratéd
that sport as a cultural product com}eys much of the ideology whi; has helpcd to perpetuate
social relations that are oppressivé to women. Perhaps sport, like the waée labour reblations.hip '
and socially constructed motheﬁng. should be abolished. | ‘

But just as sport can be _chgafryier of dominant ideologies, it can help counter ideologies
to emerge. There i8 no necessary relatibnshii) between cultural form and ideological content. -
Female judokas can demonstrate the disciplined use of force as part of emininity, just as
female figure skaters cén embody the ethereal passivity associated with traditional femiﬁinity.
While cultu.r,al forms are constrained within the \bounds of ﬁatria,rchal and capitalist material
relations, they .sxi'e\not absolutely limited. Det‘erm;ﬁém\xglations do not exist for all time.
Human beings can act freely within a structured world,’ undéft‘eﬁai&constra_.in;s. Thus, the
sporting activities of ;omen and men can be part of a socialist feminist revolutionary struggle,
in that they can affect peoi)le's i;ieqlogies. aﬁd consciousness.

It must also be recognized that because two systems are operating within capitalist

patriarchy, struggle can take place for women's rights separately f rom the struggle to end
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capiuilism. Thus, some efforts for gender equality in Canadian sport afc liberal in orieﬁmtion.
These struggles, centering on the rights of individual women, do not directly attack capitalist
relations, and in fact middie class women often use their class privilege in order to gain rigﬁts
for women. Such gaihs are worthy objectives in and of themselves, becauée they enhance the
position of some women compared to some men. However, liberal reform has radical socialist

possibilities as well. Zillah Eisenstein in her book The Radical Future of Liberal Feminism

(1981) evaluates Icmihist work for the ratification of ihc Equal Rights Amendment as an
instance of libe'ral' reform which has radicﬁl potential. As a necessary but not suff’ iéicnt‘
strategy for feminists, the ERA battle reflects and highlights the nature of women's
oppression. The amendment points out that women are discriminated against not because of
their qualities as individuals, but because they are a member of a group, a "sex-class” which is
perceived to have certain characteristic needs and abilities. This indeed is a radical insight, wi;h
which socialist feminist change can be stimulated. Though the Lactjc of amending a law
pertaining to individual rights is liberal, the perspective upon which this tactic is based (seeing
women as members of a colleétive group) is radical and necessary as a preliminary to the
development of socialist feminist change. The ERA and section 15 of the Canadian Charter of
Rights®’ are first steps in building consciousness abouf the necessity of the de’struétio'n of male
'supremacy and capitalism as syétems of powér. As women begin to see how liberal reforms are
not sufficient to supply equality to women because they do not alter the division of labour
upon which inequality is based. there is the potential f of their further radicalization. Changes |
in sport as a form of culture, even changés which assist only individual middle class women,
can be part of a revolutionary struggle. |

Keeping in mind the necessity of consciousness raising, and the worth of the separate
 struggle for womem,bthe possibilities of effective change in and through sport can be stated
more specifically. Four aspects of sport and sogial changé can be addressed: sport and®
consciousness, reprbductivé elabouf and change in sport; productive labour and change in sport;

.................. .

A section which states that every individual is equal before and under the law
without discrimination- based on sex (among other characteristics).

. -
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and sport and the state. As tools of revolutior;ary struggle, spoiting practices, llké othcr
cultural forms, are directed at people's consciousness. But sport also embodncs pracnces which
replicate the producuvc and reproductive labour relations or capitalist patriarchy, and these
practices can be countered on the sporting grounds, as well as in factories and homes. Finally,
it is necessary to consjder and spe;if y possible uses of the state in revolutionary struggle, as the

state is highly involved in-sport, in other cultural forms, and in social life in general.

[y

-

Sport and Consciousness

Michelie Barrett (1980) pofnts out that cultural forms such as sport have apiberatory
polential with regard to gendcr as well as cfass relations. While she indica}es that cultur.e alone
is not liberatory, the struggles over the meamng of* gender which occur in merature (or sport)
is vital, because they can "play an mcalculable role in the ransmg of consciousness and
transfo ormauon of our subjectivity " (1980: 113). :ﬂhﬂ'c, Bhret.t refers to feminist art and
literature to illustrate her points, popular cultural forms such as sport can also be examined.
Sport as a particular cultural form can make a special, even unique cémribution in this
consciousness raising process. - Because sport is a practice whose objeét is the body, women's
participation in spori can challenge ideological notions about females which are at the heart of
the contradiction between capitalism and patriérchy. Female sports confront the viewpoint
which is central to the oppression of women: that x;natomy is déstiny. More so than literature,
or paihting. or even dance, compéiitive sport contests the nofion that women are defined by
their reproductive caiaacity. It is the hegemonic belief that women are limited by their natural
capacity to mother which suppbrls_lhc capifalist patriarchal divis'ion of work and home, and
confines women to the home and ghettoized productive labour.

Mary O'Brien (1981) points out that some of lhe' li.‘mits of anatomy have been
transcended through the revolutionary avairability of birth control in the twentieth century.

- But she indicates that this change in the material substructure of human life must be a

preliminary to another social development; the articulation of women's second nature. She
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points out that while men have articulated bath their biological (first) nature and their

socio-historical (second) nature, women have yet to elaborate on their own second nature,

oot

theoretically or in practice.

4w i

Women are necessarily about to embark upon the elgboration

of their second nature. Like men, we have to first -, :
upon the nature of this nature, and like men we l)
establish the values which are to be strengthened g
strategies to be developed (1981:194)

f eminists and anti-feminists concludes that a struggl" il f aovercome the

1deology which limits women's equal rights based on fnologteal diff er%gzﬁ5;§he reminds her
readers that victories on issues such as abortion are limited, and under renewed attack. Tl.me
vlewpoints of O'Brien and Sayers reiterate those of Simone de Beauvoir, who sets out the
‘patriarchal dualities which associate women with nature and men with culture, but asserts,
"woman is determined not by her hotmones or by mysterious instincts, but by the manner in
which her body and her relation to the world are modified through Athc action t)f others than
herself (de Beauvoir 1952:806). De Beduvoir states that economic change is necessar);, but also
that "moral, social and cultural” change must occur if wotnen .are‘ to achieve equality.
Women's sports represent the notion that consciousness is not determined by anatomy,
and destiny is socially structured Games are consctously controlled bodlly acts; they are not
involuntary or 'natural’. Sports played by women and gtrls symbohze powerf ully that female
humans have a second nature. Women's second nature is the same as men's in that second
nature results from the full development df_ our human reasoning abilities. The ability to plan,
then execute, to think before we do, or to be conscious, is shared by all humanity. Reasen i1s a
first order biological trait whl“ch. used over time in sdcial situations, provides the fi oundation
for our second nature. : '
So women's sports are liberating because they represem tl_le conscious use of the female

body, rather than an unconscious, 'natural’ involuntary use. This defies the notion, grounded-

in a false understanding pf the process of. pregnancy and birth, that women's bodies are
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receptacles, storerooms, and organic responders which reproduce biologically in the sams way
in which female animals reproduce. Women's sports imply that women may use tﬁcir P hies
out of choice, rather than mérely because nature demands tﬁ.a_t‘ they do so. Through_ their own
. participation in sport, women can become, conscious of the pbtential use of their body in-
situations unrelated to pregnancy, childcare, genital sexual expression and other forms of

‘ reproductive labour.

Another change in women's con_scibusncss can result from sport participation, as well.
This change can come about as a result of any collective action that women pérf orm together,
such as quilting bees or Tupperware parties. Team sports are a group experience, rather than a
singular experience. They can become a basis for female friendship, sxsterhood or "the radical
f nendshnp of hags whxch Mary Daly descnbes in Gy n/Ecology (1979) as a: |

friendship . . . possible because (women) have come out from

under male |mposed veils/covers/identities, sparkmg forth their

Selves. . . reclaiming female heritage. By acknowledging their

radical aloneness, they have learned to bond a fnendshlp {Daly

1978:366-7).
Female boﬁding in sport must be different from the much‘ discussed male bo;lding which has
occurred in sports and on the battlefield (Sabo and Runfola 1980; Gerzon 1982). _.Daly points
out that such male bonding requires the loss of i’}fdividual identity, a strong allegiance to-
hier.é-rchy, recourse to violence and the tl}reat of violence, and the presence of an enemy. In
sisterhood, conversely, w(om‘en; préserve their senseuof self and therefore their differences; work
~ coliectively and nonhierarchically; and bbnd regardless of me,;)regence of an enemy.

But a change in consciousness which heightens the awareness of 'women's bodily
potentials béyohd the reproductive‘, and hélps women to see themselves as a collectivity rather ’
than as individuals is not an auto*‘natic result of sporis' particip;ilyion,, Sisterhood does not exist
just because women plqy on a te#n together. Autocratic coaching techniques wh'ich require a
rigid hierarchy to be effective pre lude sisterhood. In competitions where teams see the

opposition as people to defeat, rather than friends with whom to ¢ooperate, sisterhood is

impossible. Sports traininé procedures which require the body to submit to externally-imposed
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dictates regardless of pain, injury or the disruption of normal growth do not allow the

self -acceptlance and preservation which is necessary in sisterhood. And, because of the
important relatioqship between coach and athlctes, women's teams which are coached by a male
cannot be a place é)f 'sisterhood‘. lnd_eed, the majority of women's and girls' sporting situations

1
are not a sisterhood**.

xl

Similarly, a changeﬁrin consciousness with‘regard to the female body ‘can.nol emerge in
many sporting situations. When female athletes (like male athletes) are subjected to training
procedures which are painful, dcbilimuné. and not freely chosen, the ideolog'y that women
should make theif bodies subject is perpe‘trated.v There are similarities bet;vecn being treated by
. an obstetrician and lzeing coached; in both instances wemen often have to make their bodies
'produce’ under the direction of a (usually male) aulhqrity. As well, in sport many athletes
have ihternalized the dirgctions of the coach, and push t\ emselves beyond healthy physical
limits in order to set records. Though the "higher, faster) f. arther” mentality of Olympians and
other elite athletes can be liberating for women because it ¢an imakc women conscious of their
bodies' ébilities in nonreproduﬁctive spheres of endeavor, thi memglity is a double-edged
sword‘_ because it can also lead women to abhsa(heir bodies.

) Many of the abuses within sports result f rom an emphsis on wihning. Competition is
the mainstay of sport. There has been much debate over the colnpetitive aspects of sport,
ranging from neomarxist critiques of competitive sportras a refledtion of capitalist and state
capitalist alienated labour (Brohm _1978) 16 liberal practitioners’ ajtempts, to develop
cooperative games as an alternative to competitive sport for children\ (Orlick and Botterill
1975). The development of women's sport reflects this. tension over the value of competition.

For the past one hundred years there have always been liberal advocatgs of wornen's rights to -

participate in any sport at any level of competitive excellence, and more radical separatist

characterized by male sport (Hall 1968; Hall and Richardson 1981; Kennatd 1977). The

“In 1980, only thirteen percent of coaches of Canadian nalion-:{l f\:ams were  women
(Hall and Richardson 1982:59). : \ \
‘ / . _ !

\
\
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question of competition is important for socialists and feminists. In the abstract, it can be
determined that within competition there are elements of both conf lict and cooperation. Tcaxps
cannot compare themselves and struggle against-each other unless thcy‘ first cooperate on
decisions about the limitations of the contest, and have a shared conception of the rules and
their enforcement. Perhaps the ratio between the emphasis on conflict and the emphasis on
cooperation depends on the importance attached to winning, usually related to available
extrinsic and intrinsic rewards. I‘f ;'ewards arc high and available only to winnc;s. competition
is characterised by conflict. If rewards are lc;wer and/or can be enjoyed by both teams,
cooperation and sharing are more important. Whether or not ’compeliu'on is problematic for
women becomes, then, a question to be answered historically rather than theoretically. Some
types of competition because they encourage brutal conflict may be oppressive to women (and
men). Other types may be encouraged because they generate cooperation. In a larger sense,
whether or not sports participation raiseg consciousness among women of their own oﬁpressibn
and their potentials beyond the reproductive sphere depends upon the particular practices
embodied in each sportmg situation.

These sporting practices must be addressed more specifically. Previous chapters have
shown how bractices in sport are reflective of reproductive and productive labour. However, -
because human agents can make their own history, sporting practices can be modified.
Traditionally, sports have reflected a gender ideology and repr(;ductive labour relations which
enhance capitalist patriarchy. That is, traditional femiriinityl(passivity and artif ice) hav;: been
rcproduCed in many sports, and women have been excluded and resmcted in other sports so as
to enhance nouons of tradmonal .masculinity (strength and aggressiveness). As well, children
have been soci\al\ized into sports in ways which are reflective of socially constructed parenting in
which the mother\g primary. Alternativesdto these traditions are possible.

Producuve l%@ur relations are also reflected strongly in sports. The exploitation of-.
labour in professional sports has been made ap_pérem in previous chapters, and the abuses

associated with professional sport must be interpreted. Ways to overcome such problems must
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be developed. The methods of struggling against traditional productive and reproductive
relations as they exist, are reflected in, and are perpetuated by sports will be discussed in the

following sections of this chaplér. a

Reproductive’ Labour anQ_‘nange in Sport

The consideration of reprodudtive labour with respect to sport lends itself to strategic
planning which O'Brien (1981) has suggested is part of the clabotation of women's second
nature. O'Brien concludes her book by emphasizing the importance of the "large army of
qlk%s which women have in their children, She asserts the importance of combining
p\sychoanalyuc theory with msnghts of Marxism and feminism (1981 162) in order to
understand the development of consciousness in early life. These new undcrslandmgs can be
utilized to create new relations of reproduction and new patterns of parenting. Such seemingly
mundane changes as having Dad stay home to cpange the diapers afe the grounds upon which a
new society can be realized. "In préctice, given ‘the historical material upheaval in the
substructure of the social relations of reproductipn, the private realm is where the new action
is" (O'Brien 1981:208).

Simple recommendations with\regard to e‘arly childhood locomotor development can be
offered as part of the 'reproductive revolution’. The mterpretauon of Chodorow (1978) and
Mabhler (1975) shows that because boys learn to differentiate from their mothers or female
caretakers during a more pleasurable subphase of if'gf ancy in which they are allowed more

\
freedom, they develop their locomotor capacities to ‘a’greater extent. An obvious solution to
this inequality is that men should nurture during theﬁse ea'rly ppases tb thev same extent as
women. If .rr;en were present in the preschool ehvi‘fdhfnent with the frequency of women, girls

would has}e to test their spatial limits as they differen"iate from their fathers and other males

L ®

just as much as boys. Chodorow explains:

' \
Any strategy for change whose goal inctxdes liberation from the
constraints of an unequal social organiz\ tion of gender must
take account of the need for a fundamental reorganization of

\..
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' parenting, so that prrmary parenting is shared between men and
women (Chodorow 1978%215). :

Shared parentrng will not be srmple to attam for merely havmg father dandle the baby after
f
work does not constrtute equal sharmg Fathers must partrcrpate in all aspects'of parentmg,

for relatively equa} amounts of time, takmg relatively equal amounts of responsrbrlrty This

¥

then will requrre that men learn and perf orm the cookmg, cleamng and mendmg skills that are

necessary to reproductrve labour as well More problematécally it would mean that the

prod trve workplace would have to bear the strain-of its workers takmg on: adartronal labour,

B and‘ hus bemg unable to sustain the same level of effort in thelr paid labour. Medtcal doctors

fér instance, could no longer work twelve hours per day on drf ficult tasks requiring heavy
concentration if they had to parent for five hours each mornmg Factory labourers could not
work swing shifts every thrrd week if they were responsrble for evemng parenting on the mghts A
when their wives worked outside the home.

Equal reproductive labour by men and women would also require that men work in day

v
-

~cares and elementary schools to the same extent that Men do Currently men do not fill such
* positions as frequently as women. Attrtudes that chrld care is "women s work " are major

. perpetrators of thrs situation, but the most salient reason for the low representatron of men in

such frelds is the low pay for daycare workers, and the relatrvely low pay for elementary school

teachers, compared to their equally educated counterparts such as those with engineering

dégrees. As long as ‘men are required to earn a family wage performing productive labour,

while women are expected to perform reproductive labour in the ho'me men will not take the -
low payrng jobs 19there are higher paymg jobs available®®. Here again the tangled relatronshrp
between caprtalrsm and patr”archy 18 evident. ' ’

‘But changé in chrldcare need not await the mf'lux of men into daycare centers or into

-homes as coparents Women can change their wavs of behaving toward chrldren There is

much scope for 1mprovernent in the relatronshrp between mothers and daughters in early phases

..................

69In thrs respect, recent high rates of unemployment may cause a shift in the sex

r1atio of employees in some jobs,- when men enter female job ghettos because they
“have been laid off from therr tradrtronally male jobs, "
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of locomotor development, af teri}-'tl:);e child begins to wa}lk. Conscious Ways of socializiﬁg boys
such as pléying catch, ”roughhohéié;{g " fmd racing which fathers have enjoyed with_sons can be
employed by.m\othersfwith their dgu‘ghlte‘rs. ‘G'dxgerffﬂorf er ( 19835 ha§ pointed out the influence
df fathers on dahghters wh(;/héve”‘cventually'-bccorr'le involved'in sport. Perhaps if more
mothers encouraged thei‘r daughters in‘phggﬁical play and games, many more girls would
participat€-in sport at a later stage. This development would enuiil the physical-education of -

[

relatively inactive mothers. Women who. have had previous negative experiences with games
and physical ‘education skill de~ opment woild have to be re-educated to take pride in their
bodies and join enthusiastically fn playful movement. (fommum'ty recreational activites and
physii:al fitness programs go some distance toward this goal. Further programs, with the
- explicit purpose of preparing mothers to encouiage their dauéhter’é' ph}'s{cal development
shouid be Créated. H’owever; suph programs must avoid 'blaming the victim' by suggesting 10
mothers that”they have an individual problem such as béng overweight o? .unskill’ed, without
contextualizing these ' foblems ' within larger social relations. - Physical and fitness education
rﬁuét inélude education@%ﬁbout the social constréims against women's f iméés and physical
z;ctivity, and suggestions as to-how'to battle such ’constrainvts.

- There is a class bias .in the advocacy of such programs. Wbmen must »h;lve leisure time

‘ _ v
if they are to develop their own physical skills and encourage their daughters to do the same.

Working class women who'halvé a paid job and v}ork in the home haveyless available time than
middle 'class, women who wak full time in the home’. And middle class. prof éssional wbmén
often work in an atmosphefe Where‘physical recreatiox;n is.avaiiable and encouraged, such as an
educational institution ora bffsinessy establishment with a gymnasium or a joggers' club. The
middle class success ethic also enhanc‘es the opportunity f or miljdle class women to physically - |
‘educate themse]vés, by _brovicﬁng motivationl Finally, middle cldss women hav} the financial

means to employ babysitters.

°This is not to indicate that middle - class women have more free time, nly - that
those who work solely in the home can structure preparation for childcare (such as
' a physical activity class) into their work more easily. : :

PN
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So the methods for creating gender equali:y in Canadian sport are conditioned by the
Canadian.claés structure. A liberal suggestion to offer physical education opportunities 10
individuail mothers is a necessary but insufficient answer. lAlthough such a solution may be
comforting for thosé who want to take action because it is workable, this remedy will be only
partial in revolutionary socialist feminism. This is because as long as reform is on an individual
s;cale, economic class inequality and capitalist productive relations will exist. For the socialist
feminist, class inequality.is'as unnacceptable as gender inéquallit_\'. because opression in
whatever form is‘vwrong. But more imponantly',,;apitalist patriarchal labbur relations are
- f ounded on a sexual division of labour. Individuali;t reform does ljttle to address the sex-class
basfs of capitalist patriar;hy. Revolutionarty action must center P’n women as a group. The.
winning of individual rights in sports is an imbonam prelirﬁinary toa successfulkspcialist
f enﬁinisl revolution, but eventually actions~which change the position df women ané the

working class must be enacted. Such actions have been sugges‘led with regard 1o reproductive

labour. Productive labour relations must also be addressed.

" Productive Laboﬁr and Change in Sport
In order for éxplqitation within the.sphere of productive labour to end, private

| property and wage-labour must be ébolishéd. But this cannot happen Qvernight. Srﬁall

advances must be ‘made. There are a series of struggles taking place within liberal and social
. . ' i ,

democratic countries to attempt 10 increase the wages of workers, and there are similar
struggles waged by working women to try and attain wages which are equal to me'n's Qaées.
Such action cah take a variefy of forms. Unionization, if carefully organized 's.o a§ to avoid

_ discrimination against women within the union itself, is one method'of striving for better wages
and the provision of daycare™. Legislation is another means. Educational institutions must

: a159 be cc;nfrénted, and made 'Lo provide equal opportunitiés for all children_of both genderé to

train for any job or profession. Finally, affirmative action programs must be implemented so
"'Daycare should not be seen as a privilege for the working mother, but as a right
of all working people. It is as necessary s public schooling for society.

.
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that women can enter higher paying jbbs.

Worker action exists within commodified sports as well. Player associations have
bargained for minimum wages and retirement security in prominent professional sports, and
1ave taken strike action in some cases Over lime, unions have become stronger and more
vocal. Bul a number of factors mitigatc against stréng unions in professional sports. For
instance, pla)‘/ers"comp‘ete against each other 4nd the rivalries which dcvelo;ﬁ on the playing field

‘can make a close, friendly working relationship in a union difficult to achieve. Secondly,
professional sports <$:afe.crs‘;arc short, gnd a sqike of even a part of a season's duration could
reduce lifetime earnings significantly. Thirdl.y, thé skms (;f the professional athlete are inherent
to the individual, and thcref 'ore-cann;n be priced out in the‘sanie way that mail sorting or

‘l\pmg can be. Football pass calchmg 1S a lmmed skill whxch very few people can perform
Finally, the conservative ideology of some athletes may preclude a consxderauon of
unionization.

These problems are characteristic of both men's and womeéns professional sport.
Positive change for women in sport will take a similar course as for men. But because of the.

great differences betwecn"me.n's and women's prof essiona) s£>or_ts in history, volyme and style,
further considerations mu'st be applied when taking gender into account, A corﬁpériso“n can be

" made of prominent men's and women's profcssiohal sport in order to determine the imﬁact of

'
gender. The most popular and lucrative men's professional sports in Canada are football and \
.hockey. Canadian’women take part in‘f igure skating, tennis and goif at the elite professional
' Pty
level. While Canadian men do take faf‘g’m these latter three sports, the Canadian male
prof essional athletic population is dominaled by those who engage in body contact, team

sporis”. These sports are fast, complex and aggressively played. Both football and hockey

have also been criticized for their violent nature. Much discussion has centered on the effects

L,
* There are approx1malcly 180 Canadian professional football players a\\nd 360
Canadian professional ice hockey players, while there are less than 100% Canadian

male athletes who make their living at other professmna&\sports (See NHL and CFL
Tosters).
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of violence™ in professional sport on chf]drcn. the social psychological causes of violence, and
possible ways of reducing violence (Smith 1982). There has been minimal discussion of the
relationship between masculinity and violence. As well, there has been little effort to s'ituale‘ \\: .
violence in an historical gc_tu'ng with respect to gender relations. Male violence in ice hockey; is ~ \
akin 10 male physical dominﬁncc and the use of violence in many other settings. Warfarc. for
instance, is an activity which has been almost exclusively male. Male violenpc and physijcal
force must be comcxtuahzed if they are to be ur)derstood fully.

The male monopoly of" physncal force and arms extends into antiquity . Amhropologxca]
theories give some explanation of male dominance in this realm. Fried! (1975) says that
beaauée women in shif ting agricullura] tribes carried burdens, food and children, they did not
hunt l:irge game, and therefore did not master the use of lools/wcapéns suc‘h. as spears as well -
as men. Men tﬁcref o}e became responsible for warfare. A second reason for wérfare becoming -
a responsnblhty of males is that a population can survive the loss of men more eas:l) than a loss
of women. This is becausc of the different contribution which each sex. makcs to reproducuon
of the species. One male can impregnate many females, so there need not be a great many
males, if the species is to continue™.

Sport can be seen as a cultural fe-enactment of warlike behavior. Anthropologlcal
" evidence supports thxs theory. Reed (1975) uses evidence gathered by Chapple and Coon
(1942) to support her contention that modern sports and games have evolved [ rom priinitive
fighting. Today's ball games and dart games use terminology and strajegies which' devgl'ved
ffom warfare. This evolution from war to sport is also seei in the fact that the earliét Sports
took.place at the time of mortuary ceremonies. The ancient Olympics were held as Funeral
games honoring dlstmguxshed individuals or large. numbers of men who had died on the
battiefield (Reed 1975:233-5; Guttmann 1978:20-2). Guttmann (1978 22) notes the

' Here violence is defined as any aggressive action or threat of action which is
performed with the intent to .injure.

™ Friedl also concludes, with Gough (1975) and Burstyn (1983) that male:
dominance in state structures arises. because of male control of warfare (¥red!
1975:34-6).
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ifnpor(am symbolism in the announcement of the Olympic truce prior to the Games,» and in the
awarding of olive branches signifying peace. Women were excluded from all aspects of thé
Olympics, even spectatorship’’.
Recently, feminist theorist Nancy Huston (1982) has turned her attention to modern
day metaphors f or war. She says that there is a need for popular media to tell a story about
7 mwar in order to separate hﬁman from animal violence. Such cultural narrative reenacts
U‘coumga. the history of incidents, reversals, escalation of éggrcssion and denouement related to
wars, in an effort to explain them. “Wars are never over uriti] the right 10 dcscrjbc them has
beén appropriated by one side" (Huston 1982:274). Huston. develops her thcsié that stories of
war must fill the gap between the brutal reality of war, and the ideology about war; especially
by casting,'archetypal male and cmaie vcharvact_ers. She uses prose. as her primary example of
media forms which fill the narrative gap, but also refers to film and poetry. Huston.'cxplains
that while men are.‘thc warriors in tales of war, women‘inva,riably form a captive audience for
" masculine exploits. By shedding tears for théir fallen men, th_ey. provide a reason {or war to
continue, even whep the atrocities of war have been exposed. In war, women reprcéent'a |
pretext, booty, rest and fecrcatidn, emertainmen;, casualities, and even ;he valﬁes of peace and
virtue ihemselves. In sum, if women wqr'e not "prcscm in their ,absen‘cc' on the battlefield,
no;hing would happen worxh Q}iting about (Huston 1982 :275). |
«-~  One media fofm which Huston does not explore is sport™. Yet some sports, the body
conLaét team sports and individual combative sports éuch as boxing w}‘)eﬁrein’ in jury regularly
occurs, are a reconstrﬁc;ion of warlike behavior. In novels and fi_lms. and in-life, girlf ﬁénds, )
mothers and cheerleaders perform the reactive duties such as éheefing, nursing and moﬁvating :
the heroic athlete/warrior;: The hockey wife bears a striking resemblance to the young bride,
left at home while her husband is fighting his batiles for her, and for his _team/nation. In the
sporting world, too, we find many coumerpvarts‘ to Husion 's "Madonna", a mother who when

"The Priestess of Demeter was allowed to view proceedings. -

’* The term media is used in its generic sense to mean that which mediates, or is
an intermediary, giving messages. Marshall McLuhan (1964) sees modern games and
sports. as media which dramatize our inner psychological lives, collectively.
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her Qm is 'f orced 1o go to war, becomes a female hysteric, or (more usuaily) an
' uncomprehending woman. We also find that just as some women have accepted literary
narrative, ihey have also accepted sport narrative, and some want.to become hockey players
and warriors just like men,

Some.sports, like literature, can fill the narrative gap between the violent reality and
the idg:blogy. Football, too, can help us'to imagine that warlike behavior is human, by casting:
archcéypal male and female figures. Only the form of lhe story diff\ ers from literary narratives;
the mé:ssagc rcmainé the wﬁe. But the action in a sporting situation can change, therefore
changi‘ﬁ‘g the metaphors. If violence is eliminated from sports such as football and hpékey.
these sporu'n\g events wiil no longer be a dramatization of masculine physical dominance and - :
violence, and thus a“réeha.ctﬁm{x\t of war. If we change our war metaphors by, excluding
archetypal male violence, then llt\ie narrative gap between human and animal violence “{ill. ne.
longer be filled. After all of -lhéi\rllcgphors héve fadeq,\\xuxr\lgy be recoghized as what‘it is: -
irrationa.l. violence between men whicﬁ\‘§h9uld stop”. A \/ |

Pérhaps a renewed sports rrytaphorkﬁhieh cﬁﬁiﬁates violence, when imprihted upon
young Boys' minds, will insert a different cﬁltura’l narrati?e. There is a ready sporting corpus '
with which to create a new’mastuline metaphor, to be found in the already ‘described
"feminine" sports. Rather than discar’&ing ringette, synchronized swimming vand gymnastics
‘with musical accompaniment as too fi eminine and op\pressive, boys sh~ould be encouraged to
take part in them. As Canadian male figure skaters have shown, men canrpérform successfully

. ’ v .
and happily in expressive sports where their bodies are not combative instruments. There are jn

fact ﬂallv numbers of boys who, under Scrutiny,.are learning to play ringette and swim in

A ready example of a sport which eliminates the violent aspects found in
professional hockey is "Oldiimers'" hockey, which does not ‘allow the body check. In
this sport, the beauty, speed and strategy of the sport is maintained, while injurious
actions and fighting are virwally eliminated. Football, however, is. a different matter.
The controlled aggression of a football block \is often injurious in itself, even if the
blocker did not intend to injure. Similarly,. the fullback who 'puts his head down'
as he crashes through the line can easily injure himself. If violent injuries are to
be: eliminated from football, many rule changes would have to be implemented.
Indeed it is questionable whether noninjurious football is possible.

-t
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sychronization with the girls. The qualities of ﬂemminity shbuld remain, integrated with the
| quahucs of masculinity among boys and glrls or: ‘men and women who play together or in
separate groups, side by side, ‘

This advocacy of men and boys playing;the sports which have been considered [ eminine
suggests the converse solution that women ané’} girls should play sports like hockéy and football.
ﬁut such liberalism is too simple. Egch physical activity must be evaluated. Some sports are
violent and unnecessarily injurious, and should not be mgsged in at all. Boxing is the
paramount example of such a sport. Some feminists have objecséd to discrimination against
women in bo)ung on the basis that women should not be prohibited from any activity based on
thexr sex. Bﬁt/ as the controversy over women taking combat roles in the Canadxan military
shows (G obc and Ma11 May 20, 1985 P- 1), the liberal position that every individual should
share eqx;,al rights leads to advocacy of opportunities for all 1o engage in dangerous pursuits. -
While y/émen should not be discriminated against with respect to boxing, such discrimination
should’be ended, not by allowing women to box, but by outlawing boxing.

Laws against womeﬁ boxing suggest a larger issue: state involvement in sports
programs. State actions with respect tb sport have a large imf)act on gender inequality. As
well, state structures can be utilized by women and the working class as they work toward a
socialist feminist future The constramts and possxbmues assoc1ated with sport's relationship

o the state will now be dlscussed

The State and Change in Sport
The efficacy of state programs in solving women's problems has been addressed in the

context of the division of labour, and especially with reference to reproductive labour and the
4

maintenance of the traditional family ™, State intervention into the organization and fi mancmg
of sports and games can be seen as part of the "normalization” of pra%nces relaung to families,

which fall thhm the "private” domam As Laurin-Frenette (1983) points out, since the

"See Barrett (1980, Chapter 7); Elsensleu\ (1981A); Mclntosh (1978); Stevenson
(1983) Burstyn (1983); Jensen (1985). : ‘ '
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nineteenth century thc,bohrgeois family has become increasingly separated from 'public life. In
order to help families to maintain their autonomy, state employees such as social workers,
doctors, ‘teachers and public health workers operate to sméoth over or "normalize” any |

diff icﬁllies within lhe private dpmain. State employees in fact assume many of the
responsibilities of the f amily. Even where nongovcmmcmyl bodies (such as sports govcrning
bodies) intervene to provide family sl;ppon (eg. orgaﬁizing a car pool or facilitating a fund
raising drive), the state supplies these og‘ganizations with part of the necessary tochnicél. legal
and f inancial resources. The welfare state has taken over from families in providing sports
services. The effect of this takeover is thz;t the authority of the family, vested in thg father, is
transferred to the state. This has been called social patriarchy (Ursel 1983:97), a situation in
which the statg.reinf orces traditional f amily structures by solving problems created wiihin
and/or insoluble by these structures.

The subét‘itution of state support for family support in the sports world is similar to the
liberalisation of family law and the emerg;ice of children's rights within the family. These .
policies appear to vundermine patriarchy, but in effect they rei'nf orce . amily patriafchy by
helping to alleviate or at least suppress probletns inherent within it. The root of all these
efforts to solve familial problems is the fact that the state must mediate bet\-;veen the patriarchal
necessity for wbmen to perf. orm.reproductiw)e labour in the home, and the contradictory
capitalist need for them to perform paid lab<;ur {(Ursel 1983:96). Feminists must therefore be
wary of state efforts to replace traditional family scrﬁces such as recreational programs,
thereby supporting _traditional family structures which are b_ased on women's economic
dependence. Provisions made for young athletes by state insﬁ'tutions must be considered in‘ this
light”®.

% This is not to say that state intevention withifi sport is the sole, or necessary
cause of any breakdown of family sport. As Howell and Howell (1969:144) note,
television was a major force in changing sport participation patterns. Other factors
influencing changing family association over time include relative family wealth,
demographic patterns and patierns of productive labour. State provision of sport 10
individuals may have assisted in the breakdown of family sport participation patterns,
by capitalizing on changes which were already taking place.
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‘State p\lograms have been somewhal effective at the national level f or women.
Programs such as the Women's Program of Fitness and Amateur Sport (Vail 1983) have
focussed on the development of athletes, coaches and ad'ministrators.‘ While many women have
been trained through this program, such programs may be claes biased if middle and upper class
women benefit disproportionalcly from them. vFor exnmplc. Sbort Canada's coaching ,‘
‘appremiocship programland the ,imcmship program for women athletes req‘uire a university
degree of prospective participants, Th'is aulomatically biases the programs in favour of more
economically privileged women, as these are the women who secure degrees (Forcese 1980).
And it is important that the whole concept of highly competitive athleticisnf (which is implied
in the specialized development of coachcs and athletes) be considered om a socialist feminist
'perspecuve /Whnle the’possnblht) of excellence is not denied by socialist f eminists, and lhe need
for specialized, mtenslve trammg in order to achieve excellence is recogmzed a proper balance
must be maintained between providing for the needs of the excellent few and ensuring that Lhe
need for all people to enjoy healthy physical recreation is met*. ) |

Even though state programs in sport have in the past emphasized the elite athlete at the
expense of the recreational sports"‘participant and provided more opportunities and support for
middle class women, at the same tirne that they enhanced social patriarchy, there are reasons to
' maintain state support for sport. Liberal mtervennons which promote opportunities for
individuals who corne mainly from the middle class can be justified as a preliminary step to

progress:ve change. One justifying reason relates to the credenuahsm which has become a
- prommem aspect of many federal programs. If nauonal SpOTts governing bodxes are to receive
- money to support the training’andemployment of coaches, they must demonstrate a continuing
commitment to the National Coaching Certification Program (NCCP). This commitment
entails the developmenl of the curriculum for various technical courses for individuals who

“This is not to suggest that the hlgh performance athlete should feel beholden to
the state for helping her to engage in an "unnecessary” pursuit. If excellence in
athletics is seen as a social end which can be achieved, then the top athlete should
be paid, just like any other worker. Cultural labour is a form of producuve labour.
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these courscs to the public on a rcgular basis, and must ensure that sufficient numbcrs of
individuals bccomc ccruf ied at various levels. Whllc lhcse responsibilities arc not generally

’

financially onerous, in that the clinics are paid for by the CAC and other government bodies, ’
the time commitment of various coach trainees is sngmf icant (Bray 1981).

Such crcdcmialism may be beneficial for women, in two ways. First, the attainment of
coaching status, with the certification proéram in place, 15 bascd on achieved characteristics:
the mastery of certain objective and predefined kpowledge and skills. Prior to tﬁe ,
implementation of the NCOlr’. coaches were selected on less certain, more subjective bases.
While experience was certainl’y the mos' important criteria for elite level coaching, at the level
of the beginning coach (which an ind:vidual must pass throu‘gh in order to gain experience) the
polemiai coach was most often selected on the basis of ascribed characteristics - most often
sex'!. With the implementation of the coaching certification program, there is a gréatcr
likelihooq of people being encouragcd 10 coach on tixc basis of their credentials, not solely
because of their sex. The sc;ond advantage of the NCCP for women is Lhat it formalizes
training procedures. In the past, men became coaches mf ormally, usually after retmn‘g as
athletes. This perpetuated thé high inciden&e of male cQachcs.‘ Now, with Level I coaching
coufscs directed at ind"ividu%ls who have no previous experience, people who have never
participated in a particular sport can coach that sport at the recreational level. This chan;e is
particularly beneficial for the large number of mothers who may never have participated in
sport in their youth.x\‘but who may wish to coach their children. The credentialism imposed by
the state on sports governing bodies helps to put an end to Lhe l&raditional means of recruiting
coaches, which very often discriminated against women.

The above example of the evolution toward more bureaucratic ’modes of operﬁtion is
one symptom of a large shift that has gone on within the governance of 'Canadian Sport over
the past decade. Leaders in sport have set aside traditional ways of administrating their

“'This continues today. A minister in the United States who keeps data about all
his parishoners in a computer file, demonstrated the computer's efficiency in
retrieving a list of possible soccer coaches by asking it for a list of all males
interested in sports. Time, March 24, 1984.
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organizations, and have begun to use modern management lcchnir]ucs. This\modcmization has
been of direct benefit to women in that the criterion of sex has in some ways been eliminated as
a way of judging individuals within an organization. Studies do show continued low
representation of women within administration and coaching (Hall and Richar\dson 1982:59-64;
Vickers and Gosling 1984) and this is of concern. However, it must be admjll”éd that in the last
fifteen years, corresponding to changes in state intervention in sport, women have increased
their representation (Hollands and Grurrcau 1980). As Parkin (1972) has poirncd out with

» regard to soci'al.glass. staie implemented req‘\ri\ircmcnts of credentialism can sesve to assist \
minority groups to achieve status in the leadcrsr\r}p\of an organization which is commensurate \
with their membership in the group. !

There are further more broadly political reasons for maintaining middle class state
promoted efforts 1o achieve gender equality. One reason is that fighting for any equality helps
people develop a consciousness of all forms of inequality. Often women who struggle for their
own rights as women quickly learn that other people have rights wl_rich‘ are being violated, too.
Feminist actions, including those which have betrn related to sports, have of ren provided
training for socialists*?. Secondly, feminist struggle builds political skills which can be usecr in
class struggle. For instance, the ability to persuade sports officials, government representatives
and entrepreneurs to support women's soccer .can be used to encourage the development of an
inner city soccer league for disadvamagcd children. But the utlizalidn of these skills depends on
the recognition of class inequality, as well as of discrimination against individual women. Such
a consciousness raising process requires a political education which is bascd not only in the
sports stadium, but also in the workplace and in other cultural forums. There must be hnks
made between middle class women fighting for equality in sports, with working class women

- W
whose gender oppression is manifested in different wa'ys.A Women must also unite with working
class men in trle workplace, so that the effort to end oppression may be broadly based and
focussed on the fundamental basis of oppression: the capitalist patriarchal division of labour.

“This may be more true of progressive movements in Europe than in North
America.
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Isolated actions by middle class women in the sports field, while necessary as initial endeavors
which can help 1o raise consciousness, are not enough in themselves''. The barriers between

oppressed groups (in sport and elsewhere) must be levelled.

The United Struggle for Change in Sports

In order 1o level the barriers belwee/n groups, women's groups must join togetper with
the working class movement to effect progressive change in sports. Such progressive coalition
is best embodied in a.working class women's group. However, because women from the

p

lworking class are doubly oppressed, they have less time, energy and support than other groups.
Therefore, coalitions between middle class women's groups and working class groupé such as
trade unions which consist mostly of men must be formed. This is difficult even in grass roots
political movements which are interested in 'bread and but‘ter' issues such as equal pa‘y. Such
coalitions may be even more difficult for those striving for reform inA sports, because of teh
working class males participate in sports as an expression of their masculinity. Such males
might be amongst the most vocal in advocating discrimination against females in sport.
Similarly, middle class female a]thletes often uphold the ethics of solitary achievement, which
sometimes precludes any strong support for wo.rking class groups who wish to equalize pay and
expose the myth that hard work will ensure success and upward mobility invany job.
" One issue around which women and wdrking class men might coalesce is ;mplqyee
fitness. There has been an increase in state support of fitness programs for employees in
various sized firms recently, but these programs have been utilized by middie class workers
more than the working' class (Patdn 1984).‘ As well, such prbgrams have focussed-on poor

YHowever, isolated, separate actions by women are useful and necessary. Women's
sports can provide a needed escape from the male dominated world. Women and
‘girls want, need and have used escape mechanisms as a resistance to the constraints
placed upon them in the private sphere and the ghettoized workplace. This ‘escape is
what Virginia Woolf longs for in A Room of One's Own. But Woolf's escape was
to the individualistic task of writing in a room by herself. For women, competitive
team sport in a gym of their own provides an escape to a collectivity. Though
Separate action must always be monitored so that it does not become an end in
itself (allowing that for some women separatism is the only method of retaining
mental health), it is a necessary complement to struggles together with men.
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fitness as a problem stemming from individﬁal inadequacies, thus placing the worker at fault.
Instead of this approach, unions and employce associations could bargain for fitness programs
as part of a benefit package, rather than waiting for government or management to impose
such programs. Union leaders could capitalize on the growing interest amongst young working
womc,n in weight training, and negotiate for a site, equipment, instruction and ancillary
facilities for weight training classes. This sort of campaign might be launch\ed by the union's
health committee, wpo could place the onus on management-to comply witk; health and safety
standards.‘

T;ade unions could also be the site of a renewed workers' sports movement, and-
women workers could assure that women's sports and integrated sports were as promincnbas ’
men's sports within such a movement. The success of "slow pitch" softball in commerci;ﬂ
leagues suggests that there is an interest amongst workers in a recreational, workplace - based
league. Again, p'rogressive leaders could incorporate such enthusiasm within an expressly
political agenda, alongside other issues such as flexible work scheduling, and in the process,
perhaps raising the consciousness of workers and management.. The mere act of _changing '
management sponsorship of a cominunity lleague team to workers sponsorship might create
needed debate about the freedom and contfol that Canadian workers can and should exercise in
their daily lives. Working women would have to ensure throughout such debate that gender
issues were addressed in conjunction with class issues.

Progressive reform in sport which addresses both class and gender discrimination need
not originate solely in the workplace, however. Coalitions can be formed between all kinds of |

: y
citizens groups who want to oppose any form of oppression inherent within capitaligm and
patriarchy. Such coalitions may strengthen a cqmmunication process through which real -
structural change can emerge®*. In Canada today, there is a growing potential for social change
within the peace movement, wﬁich encompasses groups from most positions on the political
spectrum, church groups, women's groups, immigrant groups an;i other minority groups.

“The advantages and disadvantages of working with. men in unions are discussed in
"Getting Organized” (Fitzgerald et al 1982). '
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'Progressive people vyithin sport could raise the issues of yiolence within sport and sport asa
metaphor f or war as part of the process of ‘educating the general public about war and peace

The public school system is also a point of entry for a coalition of people who want to
end both class.and gender discrrmmation within sport. Members of the general public can raise
issues of gender discrimination m sport at school board meetmgs in publrc forums on |
. education, and during election time.‘ The same democratic process can be used to point out
class discrirnination inherent in intercollegiate sports which reduire that a student spend a great
deal of time af ter school practici'ng”. Working class students are often employed during _the‘se"e,
times, in order tosupple_ment the family inco_rne. By questioning the emphasis on elite male' "
intezschool sports, 'class and gender issues are addressed together. Socialist f' eminists might
suggest to both school teachers and elected officials that more dollars should be devoted to
physrcal recreation and sport for the general student populatron of all classes and both sexes
Phrasing the protest in terms of elite versus recreational sport does not polarize people in the
same. way that focussing on the qt’restion of gende}r does.

This same tactic of vquestionin‘g the emohasis on spo_rt f or the few at the expense of the
many also has the e’f fect of con joining class and gender struggles when the-target is public
facility _us"age.‘ If oppressed groups question the overuse of p‘ublic ice time for provincial or
national teams, this reveals both class and.gende‘r disérimination. Such teams are most |
commonly composed of middle and -upper class males (Gruneau 1976; Eynon et al 1981;
Meilleur 1984). P?dtest.need not be phrased in terms of gender, because such terminology
often polarizes males of all classes on one side of the issue. Many males and all females are
affected when current elitist standards are adhered to by administrators of public sports
facilities. : . : - ‘ “

' ’The socialist feminist theoretical outline which has been provided in previous chapters
_ has helped in-the formulation of these pragmatic suggestrons for f uture action in order to end

8 At the Umversrty of Alberta, intercollegiate teams spend a minimum of twelve
hours per, week at practice. This may rise as high as 25 hours for some athletes.
Competition requires that many athletes spend ten or more weekends away from

home, m order to compete.
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- class and gender oppression in sport. It has been suggested that participation in sport can raise ’
women's consciousness of the rior}reproductive potentialities of their bodiés, and of the
possibility of collective action byAwomen; that parenting behaviors, including socialization of
children into locomotor_activites, play and sport should be shared b:tween women and men,;

that ;ef ormist action should take place within éport to ameliorate working conditions; that
violence should be eliminated from professional sport; that state ‘reformist effortsgo end *
vdis‘criminatiovn against women in elite amateur sports should coritinue: and that a&preésed

‘ groups must join together to.end inequality in sports, and in the rest of social life. As well as
suggesting courses of action, socialist feminist theorizing about sport indicates directions for

3

future research. ™

Sport, Research and Social Change
'.T"here is a need for the devélopmem of socialjst feminist theory in con junctidn with
em.piricallvy based studies. Two broad recommendations aré implied in the a%xalysis presented
here. | |
| First, the relations}iip betweén the home and the workplace must be specified more
clearly and historicized if socialist feminist theo;y is to advancey. A strict dichotomization
between .thevhome»and the workplace’ (as feminists have pointed out); is clearly untenable,

because reproductive labour - ually performed in the home. Yet it is necessary to distinguish

between the location whick has been ideologically described as 'private', and 'public’
workplacés, so that a clear understanding of the similarities, as well as the differences between
work which is perf orm‘edfin these locations may be outlined. As well, becausé of the
designation of the home as 'private’ terrain, worﬁen have suff erec?j 6ppression such as wife

battering within it. 1t must be clarified that the persoh’al, though considered private, it is
political. The real differences between the home and the workplace must be spécif ied, and the
myths about differences which do not in reality exist, must be dispelled‘“.

**Armstrong and Armstrong (1985) in a recem article have quesuoned the entire
work/home dnchotom\
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If the work/home separation is more clearly specif’ ied, studies of cultural products such
as sports will be advanced. As this thesis hag shown, much of the reproductive labour which

goes on within the home prepares workers for the workplace. Sport can be seen as a link

between this home- based reproducuve labour and behavior i m the economrc sphere. A more

detailed explanation of relations berween work and:home would help scholars to insert the study
of sport inro an analysis of both spheres qf labour, with greater precision. Studies of cultural
forms, and socialization which makes use of cultural forms can also assist in the fﬁ‘?ther
theorization of the work/home dichotomy, as well as benefit f‘rom it.

The study of sport is directly implied by the second brdad éuggestion with 1€gard to
‘future socialist feminist researcb. More consideration shoqld be given to the h an body.

Janet Sayers in her book Biological Politics: Feminist ana‘m;femm Perspectives (1982)

has.made an _excellent beginning in this theoretical direction. Her work could be enhanced b)

‘¢

consrderauon of the relationships between class gender and the body when used in
<

nonreproductive ways. The effects of gender and class should be considered when studying the
body as it expresses i_tself in such practices as dance and sport. The large question of human

limitation because of our corporeal nature, and; because of bodily‘ dif"f erences should be
addressed. This question must be answered witn respeet. 1o the prevalcnce .of machinery which
performs so much work previously done by human beings. - . =

These two general suggestions have more specific ramif ications for the study of sporr. '
First, the two suggestions come together in ai;recommendation that the body, as it is invested
with meaningén the ' prrvate @eres of various classes should be studied. Previous
descrrpuons of the 'feminine image' in sport have stopped at the door to the gvm. An insertion
more deeply into social life would align %i concept of the feminine image in athletics with the
image developed in homes of women of different social classes, and with ylhe image of

"9?'

‘working’ women. Gender ideology develops over time in response to and together with

»

changes in economic relatiggs which are plaved out in the home and the workplace. These

changes must be studied historically.
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The study of history is absolutely imperative for the further development of a spcialist
feminist analysis of Sport and physical activity. Of urgent importance is a thorough search of
any documentation and a compilation of oral histories of struggles against class and gender
oppression in sport which have been waged by women. The vlbi'ce of working class women is
virtually absent from the record of sports historians. Yet anecdotes and what little d,aEé are
available imply thiat working class women were physically active in what leisure time was
available to them (See Lenskyj 1983). Biographies of elite women athletes show that some
came from the wc}rking class. These preliminary indications of a working class women's
sporting history must be followed up. More data must be gathered about w.o'r‘ner'l's physical
activity (or lack of activity) m the past. |

Historic contextualization of studies of women and sports helps to increase
understanding because contemporary women and men can be compared to those"of the past.
Another means of comparison is to explore cross cultural differences. Compafisons need l6 be
made between nau’bns in which women are athléte’aiso between western nations such as
Canada, anéi eastern and thifd?i"vvéurld‘»;nations where women 's oppressién is quite different.

Here anthropological insights would be useful.

There are three important empirical foci for r_ésearchers interested in gender and sport
in Canada. The analysis of productive labour has shown vast discrepancies betwécn women's
and men's professional sport. These discrepancies are related, to a large éxtem, to media
coverage. An indepth study of gender and the economics of professional sport, especially
accounting for cbnsurr-;ers._is essemi,ali. Much of the media coverage of prof gssional sporté is
predicated upon the (sometimes innaccuréte) conception of what consumers want, and on what
sort of market the sponsor ’wishes to reach. Detailed empirical descriptions of such
reiationships, grounded in a broad theory of pfoductive and reproductive lébour, will elucidate
‘some of the reasons for gender inequality in Canadian sport.

Secondly, the organization of leisure education in the schools should be analyzed. .~

Socialist theory tells us that state education systems tend to replicate the dominant ideology,
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including the ideology of gender. Studies of gender in sport could be ;ncorporated into the
’broader literature on the sdciology of schools-and the séciblogy of leisure, to show how the
séxist agenda apparent in the classroom extends into the school gymnasium as well. Much -
sexist education goes on through the 'hidden curriculum’ rather than.thrbugh overt teathing"’
And finally, the third more specific empirical focus should be an indepth examination of gender
inequality in programs supported by the state. Of initial importance in this endcavé: is the
| collection cff good descriptive data on the numbers of males and‘f‘emalcs represented at all levels
of every state funded program. Currently, it is sometimes difficult to obtain a breakdown by ‘
sex of sports participants**. Information collected shquld trace the change in proportion of
males and f egnéles in each sport over time. It is also important to theoretically situate any data.
which aré obtained. A socialist feminist theory of the state is developing only now, and
information aboul the state as it relates to women and men in amateur sport will be useful in

the development of such theory.

Conélusion - T
’A final word on socialist feminist theory, and the practice of socialist feminism itseif .

_ remains. The socialist feminist analysis of Canadian sport which h'as been presented here has
referred to'a number of important relations which structure gender inequality in Canadian
sport. Above all, the separation betweg;:n the home and the workplace, the commodif ication of
fernale labour, the social construction of femininity, and the social organization of motherhood
have an impact on gender inequalily. Suggesnons have been prov:ded with regard to endmg
such ifequality. In the f mal analvsis, it is the unequal distribution of power which is at the
core of capitalism and pamarcm Power relations amongst the social classes and between the

sexes have been considered in this dlssenauon Men and upper class groups ha\e power

because of the class and sexual division of labour, and the exploitation and oppression inherent

1See Varpalotai (1985). :
“The federal government's Fitness and Amateur ‘Sport Annual Report does not give
- the sex of participants.
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in this distribution. In order to create class and gender equality, relanons of productive and
reproductive labour must be changed. But changing these ’relauons of capntalxsm aﬁd patriarchy
ddes not mean an end to hierarchies of power. ‘This dissertation has not been exhaustive in that
it has not considered thg relations of power which exist between people on groundé other than
class or sex. For instance, race relations have not been fef erred to at all. Yet unedual .power,
among races is evident within thé sports world, too. Age is another social charac;eristic around
_ which power relations have been structured. Age discrimination will not necessarily be endcd
through the feorganizations which have been advocated heré.

But it mﬁst be accépted that the process of social change is ongoing, and that socialist
; :
feminist theofy cannot provide a complete answer to the unequal distribution of power in
capitalist patriarchy. Answers can be found only ihrough continuing, active attempts to Tesist

all forms of oppression, and create change.
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