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RN ABSTRAUT

V~The body of this theSLQ concerns the pedagoglcal figures
| ln gurter rass novels.v The lntroductlon prov1des a brl@1

summatlon of the varled lnterests of prev1ous éritics of

Grass w0rks and thereby places the theme of thls thesis in
‘tthe context of past and’ present research At the same tnﬁé

Hf*we are con31&er1ng the role of the teacher in soclety with

:f7partlcular reference to West uermany. We" ehall take note

'”ﬁof tne deplctlon o; flctional pedagogues 1n twgptleth centurv‘n

s German ltterature as well as Grass"v1ew of educatlon

Liltn ,hapter One we. coneern ourselves W1th ra '.flrst'
”no»els and povella whlch forn the Danzlg trllogy ‘ We shall

‘?see that supposeuly nlnor pedagoglcal flgure whleh have

g beep 1gnored to date, possess qulte an nnfluence. especlally L

L E=

w;io;:r.t;e'tejta'tzis of' i lechtIOMmei, Oskar “atzerath
f{ﬁe wk 11 rra aall” become aware of Oskar s unusual educatlon
e_ana .1e evertual pedagoglcal role. The 1nterrelatlonsh1p

/ _ oo
’between school and 3001ety 1s an ecsentlal component of all

*-three narratlves

the ensa1ng two ehapters we - are able to looP

b

'.speCLflcaIiy at the relatlonchlp between teacher and’ pupll

;}fpartlcularly Wlth regard to Grass' fourth narratlve work

‘ﬁ’brtllch betaubt Here the teacher 1s torn between the ~\ _:~‘

~u5demands of hlS soczal role and those of'hls consc1ence.

,fThereaft§¥f'Grass flctlonal work evolves a dlstlnct polltlcalﬁp

i!lngredlent whlch spreads 1nto all areas of dally llfe

ST e . . . -

r""



We shall observe how the pedagogue becomes enmeshed in Grass'
view of pOllthS. and how we.vthe reader have to. untangle',f
him from thls complex structure in order to understand the"f
‘slgnlflcance of his: story When we' come ti the flnal

chapter and Grasé latest n0vel. Kopfgeburten oder dle

Deutschen sterben aus. we can safely assume that the ‘=“_}f-"

pedagogue is not onlmffunctlonlng on behalf of 30c1ety, but

51eed to apprec1ate Grass 1nterest"1

: -]je purpQSe behlnd the portrayalsci
| bﬂwhlch we have hlghllghted We dliferentlate flrst between ok
’c ﬁthe dzctatee of didactlc 11terature and llterature comprlslngin
{e the* Deda;oglcal or educatlonal 1nten;10ns.l Only then car
prjwebpurport that each of Grass narratlves serycs an .-
'5.?cdg and'ﬁl purpgscﬁoae to +}e prese ce of t e r peoaéoﬁcecr'
'i.Ui 1matcly. we shall concentrate on" Grass _own pOLJtical
“3[and socxal concerns. ‘as the author W1lllngly assumes a |
”3bpecagoglcal stance w¢th1n soc1ety ,M r;»“‘:.n_pﬂ“‘fi’.wd
v"_rwo eycurses are 1ncluded An this study of pedagoglcarfs
y“flgures In the flrst ore we look at a nonwhuman teacher,\r~if
.the flouAder,'whose 1ndoctr1natlon of men durlng the course’
? 7of hlstory and hlS eventual reversal of the sex’ roles can
'i,only 1ead to a questlonlng of hlS 1ntent10ns In the secono
}}fexcurs1s we: turn to Grass poetloal flare and 1nterpret the .
,.ﬁteacher - pupll relatlonshlp in the poem Schulpausel_jo"”

Ty
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¢ - A teacher, affects eternity;
'he can never tell where
’ : his influence stops.

,Henry Adams
Y ) : The Education of H. Adams
' - (1907) -

. ‘ P

“Introduction: The Portrayai of Teachers in Modern Fictionf
‘After the publication of Grass' first novel, Die

‘Blechtrommel, in 1959, for Which he had been awarded the

BT

. "Gruppe 47" prize in the prev1ous year; the name of GUnter *
Grase arose from being unknowr to becomlng world famous.'
Q1nce those early years of success Grass’ authorlal 1mpact
on literary c1rcles has: contlnued to be 1nfluent1al. The
very complex1ty of hlS eplc works. thelr subJect matter and
style, has resulted in an abundance of cr1t1cal works being
publ;shed throughout the world.d There are numerous books,
both in German and Engllsh devoted entirely to the author.
«which have.recognlsed the,s1gn1floance of this contemporary
»'Wiiter. As early as 1965 Kurt Lothar Tank had published hlS
work on Grass.l' Theodor Wleser s~book was the next to appear"
in L968 Strangely enough it seéms that works about the |
'author have had a- tendency to appear in palrs: 1969 saw
(\publloatlons by Wllhelm Johannes Schwarz and W. dordonq'

'Cuncllffe- 1974 Irene Leonard; 1979 Hanspeter Brode ‘and

Volker Neuhaus. Alongszde these more blographlcal works



'"%H L. Arnold :G. Just, M. Relch Ranlckl and W, Je - Schwarz.

there have been>only two bibliographies, both of which cover
»

v1rtually the same span of tlme.u Until the publication of

these two works in the mid-1970s critics had referred to the

Text und Kritik edition with its bibliographlcal commentary

| by Eranz Josef Gbrtzr5 Today we would turn to the 1982
‘revised Metzler publicatlon by Volker Neuhaus for d complete
blbllography. The most recent work on Grass entire
| narratlve output by Noel Thomas sadly lacks a blbllography
and calls for a palnstaklng analys1s of hlS footnotes in
'order to find any relevant references to secondary. 11terature.
wlth regard to Grass CPlthlsm the trend has’ been towards
' publlcatlons of collected essays. rev1ews and interviews.
. The first of such a klnd was -in 1968 by Gert Loschutz.7 o
yearsdiater a sympos1um on Grass work was held in Austin,
Teyas which resalted in the 1971 publlcatlon edlted by A Leslle
' »Wlllson 8 Another Grass critlc. Manfred Jurgensen. has alco e

‘edlted a collectlon of essays by such renowned crltlcs as

g

’ The“latest book- of such collections on the whole of Grass
) 6,10

- peuvre has been Rolf Gelssler s Materialienpbuch of 19?

4

whilst 1984 saw a pudlication of criticisms‘conoerned solely

with Die Blechtrommel to mark its twentyafifth anniversary.,11

The only other novel wh1ch has caused crltlcs to voice thelr
oplnlons together ‘in one book has been Der Butt (1977). Again
two such publlcatlons appeared within a year of each other on

-4

both 51des of “the contment.l-2

{.:A. oy



With the excepthn of hls poetny all of Grass’ worka
have been tfanslated ‘into Englis by the Mmerican Ralph
Mannheim, whicﬁm%ee meant that cizz‘cs havevbeen able to
reach and inform a far wider readership 13 Hence - the two

11
popular worke by John Reddlck and . Keith Miles. y Critical

\
reviews and essays on each.of Grasg' wcrks have been

plentiful, yet there‘are only & hendful of individual books
depicting’specialised interests;lﬁ  Even up to the late
1970s-and early 19805 critics have contlnued to be-
preoccupled w1th Grass' earlier works, stre881ng more than
ever the orlglnallty of the Dan21g trxlogy ana*the author s
unlque style of confrontlng Germany's past. Critics have
analysed irn detall Grass' method of relatfﬁg fiistoric events.
their causes and outcome, the functlon of the many unusual
wavra+or—eu~—protaeon1ets who all have a role to fulfil in
their respective novels and whose sense of guilt pervades U

15 As the writer has himself becdme'more

the narratives.
involved with polltlcs. S0 hxs works have become more gocially
and polltlcaldy biased w1th empha51s belng placed on preseht-
day problems as well as future ‘concerns. Gertrude Cepl-
Haufmgey's research 1n ‘the 19?Os has produced an 1nformat1ve
book on the relationship between the p011t1c1an and the writer,

thereby seeing to what extent politics has 1nfluenced Grass

llterature. 17 An analysis of Kopfgeburten—oder dle Deutschen

sterben ‘aus (1980) would in the’ light of her study now provide

an approprlate appendlxlro that work.



'7‘It is thls llne of study, th ﬁerest in theiif}fg;f

‘wrlter turned polltlclan, whlch the thes “at hand pursues
' and locates in the ne%lm of e&ucatlon.s Whllst critlcs have
tended to see a theme or subJect matter which they haVe then 5¢;

| 5

"(supported by mentlonlng the characters 1n Grass' deplctlon

jof’5001ety, espec'ally the protaganasts. thls the31s ﬂsjjl;jafT

KR hlghllghts the peda.f 1ca1 figures to show how they ggveygi;7'

‘turned these narratlves \nto an educatlon for the reader.v,;ff

’If we were to plot a. graph,*’e WOuld draw two parallel 11nes

'Just as. Grass. the wrlter. has lately attalned more notoriety

~

in the world of polltlcs due to the emphasms he places on the
role of wrlters and thelr wOrks 1n 3001ety as a whole, so h:s -

:jpcdagoglc ilgures have grown 1n stature to b&COmt ",f§
’ln ‘i

vrepresentatlves of German Intellecm. But,¢n grdwihgfupfi'."m

NPy e P
GC(:LCG- (’aev»&*_} I.AL\J

fhey;h; ¢ wppmmes to lose thcsr *"

CO“vlﬂer: then, 1f Grass has forfe ted story aqd style ln hlo_g’v

.more recent narratlve works on behalf of an educatlve message.'

In h;s latest novel Kopfgeburteﬂ-oder d1e Deutschen sterben

» aus, Grass made the follow1ng revelatory remark Wthh SR
“unravelled nhe thematlc thread of thls study |

| Was rélzt mlch an deutschen P:idagogen'> Warum relbe

ich mlch an 1hren Lern21elen und Fruhpragesystemen°_‘;f

b4

Dass Katz und Maus melne Schulnbte abgefelert hatte,

war wohl eln Irrtum. er gehen dle Lehrer nlcht .)f

T auss Ich kann von 1hnen nlcht lassen FrAuleln_{issig

%pollenhauer versuoht Oskar zu unterrlchten,‘ S
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Hunde]ahr sﬂckelt Brunles selne Malabonbons"ln

'1 '§# “brtllch betaubt hat _der Studlenrat tarusch
«Zahnschmerzen. in: der Schnecke blelbt Hermanﬁ Ott
selbst' Keller verlocht noeh- Lehrer. sogar der

ﬁiButt beweist 51ch als Padagoge/ und nun dlese
‘z§be1den holstelnlschen Lehrkr fte...(Kg 98)18
Wlthln a SOClal settlng ;Qé tea her, llke any other
h;gh callbre prof9551on, is expedted to fulfll a certaln

'l“role on behalf of hlS antellectual p051t10n. his pupllo ang -

soclety as a whole: J_‘ y //” o

o Dle problematlsche.J verunslcherte Rolle deci

) ,penrers...zelgt S{Eh auch darln. dass selne Funktlon

O sich zw;schen qen Instahzen absplelt. im
Be21ehungsfeld zw1schen der Jugend der Gesellschaft
arnd der Eoiutl en Welt. 7Jer Lehrer w1rq “damit zuritk

“iﬁurchgaﬁgéstelle Fur all die Spannungevjund |

;qnonfllk e, dle hier hErrschen dle Unvefe1nbar?c1t

:cer gglstlgeﬂ Dimensionen,. d1e Konkurrenz derk:
bffentllchen Interessen, dle 1nneren Krlcen der
fguégen Generatlon. In der krltlschen Dlvkksslon~s

‘_? _Jsteht er melstens auf der Gegenselte der Jugend L

,.//gegenUber reprasentlert er dle Erwachsenengeneratlon
Ea und vertrltt dle AnsprUche der GesellSchaft der

rrwachsenenwelt gegenﬁber aber Jst er der Anwalt

der- ngend...ig_ll

The prdblemaxic-?eiat;onship-betWééﬁ{teéqhe:vahd pupil,



~adult and youth. w1ll bgcome espe01ally év1dent in qfass" e

| narratlvc wotk brtllch betﬁubt " 1969. At thls pomt we”

/should acknowledge the fact that llterathre, in thls case

/;Ferman llterature, makes no llght 1ssue of the pedagogue s

}

4role playlng.ﬂ Hans Eckart RUbesamen nges hlS explanatlon

for the appearance of the teachn -in German liter::ure as

followcé

v

vondenr, p“st durn* d1e SHku larlslerung 0es Wlssen
'w1e sie s1ch in' der Fwwfuhruhg der allgemeiner
Schulpfllcht manifest.ert, konnte dlt Ux1stenz- a

grunq%age ftr. einen uehrerberuf entstehen. von'

| dessen Vertretern mehr verlangt wurge als blsher a
: ;J voz dusgedlenten horporalen oder Domestlken, dle -

‘ ¢

fden Adelshausern ein mlssachtetes Daseln fUhrten.

1untér welchen Geburtswehen der neue Berufsstaqd 1ns
Leben trat. Und man beglnnt zZu begrelfen, ‘warum
N der Lehrer, bei der Beharrl;chkelt uberlleferter'gjvﬁu
) Strukturen, heute noch 1mmer um selne gesellschaftllche
Anerkennqu; um seln 5021alprest1ge Zu- kampfen hat. ‘(
> So fgggt 51ch im Laﬂf des neunzehnten Jahrhunderts
das Blld ‘des deutschen Schulmelsters als des. blederen,;
| wohlmelnenden,’schrulllgen und oft Armllchen E
Prazeptors des Volkes der chhter und Denkers.E Wie H-

Qo w1r 1hm be1 oethe. beil Raabe und v1elen anderen



fhn;the Welmar Repuollc Roy Ackermann explalns the phenomenon of

&

~p”~-1mmer WIeder begegnen.p Gegen Ende des Jahrhunderts -

'aaber fast schlagartlg, entfesseln dle Literaten . |
‘den verbalen Aufstand gegen die Lehrer. Es ist “
“erstaunllch mlt welcher Heftlgkelt und HAuflgkelt

: 31ch AutorltatszertrUmmerung und Generat10nshase*~'f

20

An den folgenden Jahrzehnten entladen.,o

!‘

';;- At the turn of the century chere appeared a number of

llterary works concernlng teacher-pupll relatlonshlpq and tho_?ff

v pedagoglcal world aptly te:gﬁd*'Schulllteratur‘t In h1°

Trial in the: School: Proseﬁof

i:work entltlea mfe Role of b
T ”é N

*1¢SChool llterature dt:the turn~of the century and 1te graduar

-~

det rea .1n pGIJlarlty thereafter.*fjﬁQE‘ jg;
a Wedeklnd Busch Blerbaum, otrauss. Hesse, Musxl

'a 4 the 1 ot ers L«i.-;cf avd 1homa° %ann, a f(n~ R

h-earlv authors of the genre. satlrlzed the rlgldltv

e of the German school system, 1ts exce331ve pedantry N
iano the teacher 5 dearth of understandlng ahd concern
.

~w1th the personal adgustment problems of the student.,ﬁ

’.....Vlewed 1n a broad context, ‘all of the school

”?satlre focussed on the trlals of an 1nd1v1dual.
-;Jsually more sen31t1ve than hlS peers. to cope vlth
<ja school system whose teachers and admlnlstrapbrs .

:'"epossessed no fac111ty for deallng w1th anyone who:ff*;”
dev1ated from the norm...‘ o T
The surfelt of schOol novels at the turn of the'

Ny

~



73.uof Grass noVels, we mlght be somewhat surprlsed to fl yJ

if;”century was 1n large measure respon81ble ﬁer the SO

,pau01ty of such works ln the twentles...Its

popularlty did much to publlclze the need for f’f?*:lf*

¥

. school | reform ‘which, once’ 1mplem€ant;ed _dlmlnlshed

*the de31re of German authors tou

W 21
champlonlng 1ts cause. .q

If we. cast avglance at flCthhalu

appcared 1n modern German llterature before&khe publ catlon

?gfgfhat, whllst there have been a number of sUch portrayals‘"A

/»’

ki}the maJorlty of them have been'’ 1n a negatlve llght.f Two;

”:_fcrlthS. Hellmut Becker and Paul Konrad Kurz, have lald

- emphasls on thls llterary trend and- have’ come to the same "? 

S L - \\ s
N N i

"gconclu51on.\}pﬁ Ll f\\,f’f

k3 Ve,
Y BT

.....

:iman sollte melnen. in elner GesellSChaft' dle S*Gh

. w "
ﬁfln zunehmenden Nasse als elne E;ldungsgesellschaft

s '_ ’ \ N
ﬁiiversteht se1 ‘der Lehrer elne Zentraiilgur._ Man -

ffakann nlcht sagen, dass er. das fUr dle neues¢e
5 \

:‘f“;fdoutsche theratur st..uIn der deutsche;

%%ﬂhat 510* etwas Nerkwurdlges abgesplelt. Der

'deutsche Ideallsmus sah im Bilden selne zentrale:;

;

~)Aufgabe. Goethe 51eht 1m 'Wllhelm Melster 1n der‘,

;1M-fEr21ehung den Mlttelpunkt des Geschehens zw1schen

e v

: *ﬂMenschen.} Zugespltzt konnte man sagen;’dle neuere"

 {5deutsche theratur habe s1ch furodlese Uberhbhung
L'”jij}fgeracht dle W}chtlgste Flgur der Erzlehung. der.

A

“Qthera%ur

"’-,i'



k'i/ Mathematlklehrer des 'Zuglings Tbrlese_{{zum

'Professor Unrd'ﬁ,flnﬂen slch kahm bedeutende

o
S

we should refer to an enl;ghtenlng book entltled Man sage

nlcht, Lehrer hatten keln Herz, edlted by Hans Eckart
QRUbesamen gnd publlshed ln 1970.‘ Thls book conslsts oi

}numerous excerpts from novels and short storles by German

authors from Grlmmelshausen slSimp11z1ss1mus of 1669 up to X

“r,bo the ecltor,

,.o.

be réad for pleasure.A He Stresses, furthermore

g; Qontlnuous portrayal of these pedagogues.’thelr actlons iff.j:lf



' -fibeJ,W1ll use the teaoher for the purpdee of making his

: “and behav1ourlsmo, hQWever p051t1ve or negatlve they may

appear to be. We shall note that a ‘rlter, who 1s as

lQQSOC1ally and politlcally aware ae Gra s as proven hgmeelf to‘

e

1

\11terature more valmd and relevant to the whole of society

”»Wﬂln addltlon to expressing some home truths v1a a p9dag°€1°a1' ?7

Co €
u;ayet stlll lmterary flgure.~ In Rdbesamen“s book there are a

d3*number of more authentlc teachers portrayed by modern Germant'ﬁﬁ

'V<?wr;ters 1nclud1ng Gabriele Wohmann s female pedagogue:.l*'“

a”.appearing In a collectlon of short storles entltled Si g

3-],uber die’ Dammerung of 1960 Benno Hurt's story Pes%alozzl

‘*"fmodern of 1968. Slegfrled Lenzv
S W -
“tjand Das Vorblld (1972) both r‘

fiécharaters to Grass portrayals{,

etwo novels Deutschstunde (1968)

_er to past and present educatlon

'mffln Germany.a In all these wvrks we can detect a tendency on:
g he part of the author not to underestimate the humam behlnd
"ffthe role playlng.; However,‘lf we were to compare these

'we would note that pedagogues

itflsuch as Slegfrled Lenz Valentln Pundt tha Suesfeldt and

,135Janpeter Heller have far more depth to thelr personallty for-*d
"*deplotlng pedagoglcal as well as polltlcal frlctlons.‘] e

We should recallr too, that the German pedagogue 1s‘_
{éperformlng the role of both teacher and educator as well as(n
f dc1val servant. Hence certaln codes of behav1our are to be ~_’
5ﬂ}followed whlch result 1n conrllct between,}he demands of -
fﬁ;soclety and the wlshes of the 1nd1v1dual

Als staatllch beamteter und geprﬂfter Beurteller

.



S von Schuler101stungen muss er SlCh bemUhen, ohne
Ansehen. der Person und er21eher1sch relevanter
Begleltumstande seJne Urtelle ‘2u fallen dle

k'masstabe. sprlch das. Notensystem, s1nd wie Ia

; "alles saﬂst vbrgeschrleben.asv , ',_
a, There lurks the danger that teafhers are Just functlonarle&.
_ :mak1ng fewer dec131ons, 1051ng control over what they want té

Lﬂte ch and bow thev would 11ke to teach.. A decreaﬂe in< '

 authox1ty and . recpon31b111ty has olgnlflcantly reduced tho’;'

otanC1ng Qf the teacher in s001ety : Hellmut Becker in his

,:artlcle "Jle verwaltcte Schule“‘refers to German'teachero;as' ‘
 7'beamtete ruuktlonare and explalns thelr loss of Standlnp

| alhead<“ﬁ t*e 19)O° as followc~v.‘ |

| | : Zu elner Zelt, da das Staatsbeamtentum alg Ganzeu»

‘if%éﬁd:rs. mbesehnwiw1r, hat de gLezhri:r vou seiner’
”ib@aﬁ teten gtellung elner Zusatz an uffegkflcﬁfn
'fiﬁespek*vbezogon, wobel der WlSSenSChaftllChc |
‘: .Charakter selnes Amtes dlesen Respekt noch besondercT
f.fverstarkte.- Der Lehrer,vder 1m neunzehhten'\};j“ -
S ‘ ‘ﬁ-Jahrhundert als Wissenschaftler und als Staats-‘
.3 &ﬁ ;1»fbeamter glelchermassen anerkannt wurde, hat heute
pfan der Autorltat des W1ssénschaftlers, dle eher nochv
 ' 5grster geworden 1st nlcht mehr tell WAhrend da°
'ffallgemelne Slnken des Ansehens des Beamten 1hn
'jmlterfasst hat._ Dle standlgen Versetzungen voh“

"EVLehrern haben zudem 1n’der bff ntllchkelt die. .
V)



12 .

”Vorstelluog seiner beliebiéen Vertaoschbarkeitl'
Hervorgerufeh.‘ Der;iehrer ist zu‘einem beamteten
-Vermlttler von Kenntnlssen geworden. oesuen o
Plgenpersbnllchkelt sich z. B. von der emes
Flnanzbeamten im foentllchen Urtell nicht mehr
stark unterscheloet.26" -A; f fs' o R

. The human. then, 1s in the process of forfeltlng hls own sel¢~ﬁ
-"for thb soolal p031t10n he holds No one 1s more aware of
thls than Gra:s hlmself. In 1969 he wrote of - the almo*t

umechanlcakland prechtable nature of. the pedagogue in SImpllstlc

termci

A

sr lehrt.lgeht Spaz1eren, bereltet 31ch Vo .“hofftxr
'auf fasst zusammen deokt blch was anderes aus. ‘
nennt eln'Be;splel--wertet. erzleht- B

B ﬁcriLehrer-ist eir; egrlff Vom Lehrer w1rr etwa°
:erﬁartei.' Von einem Lehrer eruarten wir- etwaQ

) mehr; (oo 91) A k? |
vﬁi‘AsgCrasS' novels beCome _more polltlcallvﬂand soc1ally

B oriehtaﬁed: We shall see that the actual character of the
v‘{pedagogue beglos to vanlsh steadlly The fact that the

teachor represents educatlon is'what matters. After all vf:
educatlon prov1des the ba31s of our modern soclety as Peter~. .
Scott remarks 1n hlS analy31s of Brltlsh schools in "An Essav
.refon qucatlon"- | R E 4
- -'e}'...the values and practlce of educatlon areAmuck |

too close for comfort to our self 1mage as a



13
5001ety...School° hold up a mlrror to societyx 1r
their contemporary reputation is fragile much the
most. 1mportant reason 1 that we dO not’ llke, Or

-*.ven understand,‘what we see 1n that mlrror. This

1Jifffiém1$ff°?éxplaln. Of all communal act1v1ty

3t - oatlon touches most closely lnleldUal lives
28  '. =

i\ .

':Ei?§clal values. ‘
| ié@s as a wrlter cén manlpulate the flgure of
'tﬁe teabﬁer’fogwthé purpose of entertalnzng flctlon. he 1s ao
'; a father of qeven chlldren genuinely concerned about educa%lon&
‘.;ﬁﬂq_*e»chprc'lv West uermany He fearc the generdl bellef
fwah_everbthlng can be regulated and solved on thc b .'iéf:ff

_ L
pe d'“O"\ and'd Co“r@ﬁ*.school model In an 1nterv1pw 1n 197“'[

hie voiced hlh’doabts about the educatlon syqtem, crltlcallv

S‘gge i‘g tha+ Qtate koollng was - Merely a forn of

-

’HdO”trlhﬁtH?* o
o Ich me;ne, Voraussetzung fur Jemanden,- der ein
~‘guter Lehrer werden wmll, 1st dass er nlcht an dle‘
' Mbgllchkelten der Pédagoglk glaubt. Es besteht
kelr Anlass, elnen Menschen in der Schule fur seln »
ganzes Leben zu pragen.b Weder dle negatlven k  )
Komplexe elner hlnterwalderlscheh Er21ehung noch

p051t1ve ?rschelnungen elner Reformpadagoglk

kbnnen eznen Nerschen behllfllch seln, wenr er den o



it o ' . " . . '
L. R Pt - L [ oLt
.

Rest‘sein' Lebens nur noch als das heruml&uft.
; e aus 1hm gemacht hat...29" | ‘
Te a. certaln extent we can understand Grass' above comment,
in view of the fact that his own educatlon was one of. selfhr
teachlng He had no proper sghooling. to thank for hlS C
_‘llterary successes.\ The Second World War brought an abrupt
’ehalt té his. educatlen at the age of flfteen in 1942.. TWO}
fyears later. wounded he was taken prls%per of war in |
’erdVdrld by the Amerlcanu. After hls release he. worked on the
land w1th farmers and ln potash anes durlng 1946-47. - He'
~_‘°pent one year as an apprentlce stonemason before enterlng v
the Arts Academy in DuSseldorf and transferr;ng to the Berllnv
':cheol for Vlsual Plastlc and Graphlc Arts 1n 1952 Grass.-
:fvéeec:not in the sllghtest feel that he has mlssed out on-a '°'H 
' ;propc;'educat1o“. If anythlng. he is proud of hlS auto-vz';f°

. dldactlclsm, Whlch explalns hls contlnual derOgatory : r"

'Lcomments about the school system Hls remarks are egotlsflcal,

1fislnce he presumes that h1s lack of Schoollng and yet

: successtl career clearly suggest the worthleSSness Qf a

PR

1ifschool svstem. '_;r;; - ri‘“” : a n' 1 ja~im:>e"7tf R
| '”17Der Vortell von Menschen, die. kein Abitur haben,..'
‘lSt der dass sie ihr Abltur lebenslangllch
"machen...So hat s1oh meine Neug;e?de,.meln
Wlssensdurst meln Wlssensdrang erhalten. ,idhf o

-,habe alles. was 1ch Weiss und was 1ch fur melne_

'.Art zu ex1st1eren braucheP mlr selbst erarbeltet.BOfv

s



Indeed hlS nOVels have far from suffered from a lack
of educatlon on the part of the school system. When we
consider the teachers in these novels we 'shall -see that- their :

portrayals,galn more 31gn1f1cance»w1th regard to their

, *representat}ve nature. As humans. however, they lose

'-”credlbll;ty. becoming concepts. Whether we are - presented w1th

".,

‘;;a per;pheral prxmary schoolmlstress. an authorltarlan"

W,

"'bEhindvthe role playlng. as Prlch Yastner 51mply Says’h‘

‘ headmaster or polltlcally aware secondary schoolteacher the'

,,negatlve and-pOSLtLVe traits of each one are ev1dent. Even

¥

.flrythe author 1s crltlcal of the education system., e does .

ot, as we shall see,'exe1u31ve1y subJect hlS flctlonal
characters to hlS own somewhat pe951mlst1c outlook._'we
should‘not'overlook ‘the fact that there is a human being
N
«“er Lehrer ist keln Schulwebel und keln lieber: Fott.{

Er WelSS nlcht alles. und er kann nlcht allec

S 1,'_‘ xlssen...Und noch elns der Lehrer ist- keln

'ZauberPUnstler, sondern eln Gartner Fr kann und'
'w1rd euch hegen und pf egen. Wachsen mdsst 1hr '

o 'selber!31-

;e :
PRSI

.Thls th651s purposely concerns ltself prlmarlly w1th

searchlng for the human belng behlnd the 1mage of the teacher '

; 'wthh 3001ety has created through the centurlesL We

-41nvest1gate whether Grass is presentzng the reader w1th-

'“;stereotyplcal pedagogues or w1th authentlc portrayals, and

1 whether these flgures ultlmately play a functlonary role



VWithih<bis works; Each éhaptéf will consider in chronological
order Craés' ‘novels, -thereby bringing to the fore the
pedagogues representlng that, particular work. The purpese
behlnd such an analy31s will be to see whether thesge |
'pedagoglcal figures are, firstly, credible in the eyes of the
4réader:‘seédﬁd1y; to see what, if anything, these teachers .'
_’are:ihdividuaiiy bortraying; and'fina{}y; to discover whether,
.Qg aigroup, théyvére conveying an intgnhed messageé on behalf
fofv{hé éuthor. For if we accept th;t each novel provides thev
author with a social and/or pOlltlcal forum set within an
‘aesthetlo c0ntexu. then his flctlonal pedagogues must
ultlmately be v1ewed W1th1n the light of an educational
'Am;asage that is to say, all Grass' flytlonal figures, be |
tneyvhuman or‘anlmal;idO'have sémefhing to say.'fo»eXposé
énqﬂfﬁxth rééérd to his pedagogues, to téacﬁ. Feedlgsé to
lsay;lzﬂe'aﬁthor inténds to educate us all. R |

T
-



Education has for ‘its object
the formation of character.:
Herbert Spencer

Social Statics
(1850)

| 5hapfen‘oné: Teachers of %hé'Trilogy

When we oon31der the teacher 1n Grass nOVelS and

rovella Die Blechtrommel (1959 , hatz und Maus (1961) and.

hunde1ahr (1963). whlch form the later named Dan21ger Trllogie

T we might be misled 1nto thlnklng that the teacher plays no
1mporta Yt role as such 1n these works. Indeed, it would be

. all too easd to qvbrlook any pedagog1Cal characuerﬁ 81nce

‘,the prlmary 1nterest of . theqe novels and novella lies 1n the

qay iros u¢c} the aathor comes to terme” wx@h Germany s recent
past: in partlcula; the rise of Nazis;, the reaction.éf'the
kpefitlbdurgeoisﬁénd (Fs'effect on éoéiety as a>whole Franz
fuchonauer ‘is just one of many critics who comments on Grass'
unlque approach to porTTaylng the past: )
-Als noch in Buchern, Vortragen. éeden und
‘Theaterstuckenj in Funkfeatures und bei
.~?odiumsdiSKussiénen die unbewaltlgte Vergangenhelt"
AV den bevorzugten Themer. gehtrte, hatte eine S0
ausgeprégte Indlfferenz, Wie sie Grass an den Tag -

'legte. etwas Befreiendes. Hier schrieb jemand

‘endllch_Ubgr das 'D:itte Reich” ohne den

- g B ' 17 - .



y;_u ;~‘f'f fﬁ'l;kf{glz7g;f Phiﬂi";;.i:mgf.;iji7,§ﬂ”" Tn' isyuﬂ
Antlfaschlsmus dle obllgate Reverenz zu erwelsen,
“hier ‘schrieb Jemand Uber das Leben unter: dem .
4:Hakenkreuz mlt derselber penlblen Sachbezogenhelt{b
A 'dle er. den Rocken der Anna Bronskl, dem Vorstadtmlef
von Danz1g~Langfuhr oder einem Topf Llnsen, elnem
Gerlcht Hammelnleren ;ukommen lless 3?( if
The narrator-cum protagonlst qulte naturally plays the =
ost 51gn1f1cant role 1n all three works 1n that he is
'reflectlng on the legacy of gullt. Crltlcal analvses of such.,
| aSpeCLS of- Grass' llterature are. plentlful and yet the author g
' hlmeelf has made‘a p01nt of saying ‘that crltlcs have tended
- to overlook or even 1gnore the omnlpot;nt‘p051tlon of hls
minor characters 33 Slnce urass authentlcally portrays how A
Natlonal 8001allsm arose ana was- supported by the lower mlddlel
'classes, it is not surprlslng to dlSC0ver on closer readlng
TUmMerous anecdotes about supposeoly ln51gn1f1 ant flgures.
Noreover. pedagoglcal flgures abound in these novels and
q:novella : ; »“’“ D ) ‘

We learn that the protagonlst of Dle Blechtrommel

Oskar Matzerath sﬁpprn w1th the mental maturlty as. well as 5(‘
”the v1sual and acoustlc resources .of an adult, Grass '-‘Fi
“tlflClal creatlon whlch phys1cally appears to. be a Chlld 1s"
;well aware of the behav1our and attltude of . the people around‘
“nim. With hlS drum as a means of | protest Oskar faces and |
ehposes German soc1ety s misdeeds. “This explalns to a certalnf
extent Oskar s behav1our durlng his flrst day of school at the

: age of s1x We would expect him to be’ somewhat upset on hlS .

o, 7
R



LRSS Ve

190

flfst °choolday but Oskar is more thah Jusf upée | He uﬁ—*

| li/shes hls anger at the ﬂnsuspectlng schoolmlstress. Frauleln

; f</bellenhauer, shortly after notlc;ng the woras Meln érster»“
SchultagM wrltten on the blackboard “”A *f;‘;;:K |

Sutterllnschrlft kroch bbsartlg spltzxg und in den“
 ,“Rundungen falsch. we11 ausgestopft uber d1e : if

&?%;57; ~ LSchultafe1 kr91dete Jene.,den Anfang elnes neuen,

. '“”- 1 i. Lebensabschnlttﬁs marklerende Inschrlft., In der

' ?f'Tﬂt laQst 31ch gerade dle SUtterllnschzlft fUr
A

B { o-
R VS Coe

ﬁ{tWarkantes. Kurzformullertes, fur Tagedlosungen

“ ?etwa. €ebrauchen.a:Schon damals, da lCh’,‘ ‘
‘--éferllnschrlft zwar durchschauen. aber nldht
”E. onn;e, vollte die Doppelschllfge deévNV‘

in H mlt dem dle Inschrlft begdnn, tuCklsch

'3?f<~1 6@*3“

| Oskarts:

: N
hE:! sjuhol fov ali t‘at is crotchety and conservatlve 1n“_

' ;S;rmaY cultu"e “3“ Tudlt* Ryah lnterprets the 1mpact of -

fP-“."

"Wfth éi tlh? ow Cskar and the teacher s actual handwrlting f{

the board 1n the follow1ng way

?rom The Tln Drum we learn how Grass v1ews utterlln

A;ffff“ﬁ% rlpt a style of handertlng 1nvented around the 5~’”

’turn of the century and taught in schools durlng
the 1h1rd Relch In both 1ts German and Poman.“‘

ﬂform ; it dlsplays uprlghbq as’ opposed to slantlng.:i"“‘

e “

TN i el
V ”a“f rwechcrd mlch anﬁ "ch(.o(; ﬁemahn@n.'v;_,'

olsgust.'*hen, 1s dlrecteé‘dt the Utterlih scrwptb‘hnv" ‘



~u~‘enters,the classroom. asklng the chlldren to: 31ng a favourlte '

'h: llnes and no contrasts betheen thlck and thln -
."rstrokes. Thls 1s the wrltlng that adorns the
.ufblackboard on Oskar s flrst and only day of school{a;«

:and Oskar p01nts out both the teacher's 1nept and éﬁifﬂ
“5debased versmon of the scrlpt and hls OWn view of |
\ ';; ;1ts 1ntr1nsmc meanlng and most approprlate use.géveﬁjr

kS

The teacher s reactlon to Oskar 1s ln llne w1th Grass"

“portrayal oi soc1ety as' a whole because the adults have no
comprehen51on or concept of thls dwarf flgure thh hlsldrum

L Y
bFraulelr Spollenhauer qulte understandably treats Oskar as

| any other new pupll l She is extremely frlendly when she flrst

'n3irhyme - a 51gnal for Oskar to begln drummlng He 1s able to‘l
Atfbeat out’ the rhythm. whllst the chlldren can only slng
jchaotlcall\' The 1ncessant drummlnp, hcwever. becomes ,

4»1rr1tat1ng for thls teacher who regards the n01se ac a form ~;,Qhﬁ

ffjiof dlsorder and so attempts to remove the 1nstrument by

'Vi]show;ng sympathy towards Oskar E But no one Can decelve Oskar

" He' can detect the teacher s actlng.l Thus, phy31cal tenszon

'7:;15 transferred to mental confllct ' Oskar Warns her not to

"‘go any further by scratchlng her glasses W1th hxs penetratlng
'¥5v01ce., After frlendllness and phys1cal force Frauleln 7=
73iSpollenhauer s1mp1y resorts to 1gnor1ng the sztuatlon

f{lettle does she know that she has A flght on her hands

Uh;Duping thé rec1tatlon of the weekly tlmetable Oskar contlnues

[:to 1nterrupt the class procedure but before she clq remove

~the drum, Oskar breaks the w1ndow w1th hls v01ce A furlous-”‘



o teadher strlkes Oskar s sacrosanct drum wlth her cane Herf ‘
’;’retallates by completely breaklng her glasses. He thereby
'"Wmakes her “a. symbol of bllnd 1nstruct10n.'37 She loses all
7hcontrol ?-'Av | | ) } o
: ' rT}Nlt leacht blutend&n Augenbrauen und aus nunmehr f[
':leeren Brlllenfassungen bllnzelnd, tastete 31e 31ch
\“;.; rUckwarts, begann schllessllch hassllchaund fur";
’elne Volksschullehrerln viel zu unbeherrscht zu;;'
#ffgfe’nen, wahrend d1e Bande hlnter mlr angstllch:*nsﬁ

[‘rverstummte, tells unter den BAnken versohwand.

*fetellc dle Zahnchen klappern: lless.,(Bl 65)

:; fhe teaeher 1s presented in a satlrlcal llght both - 1n‘
e agtions. ard her oescrlptlon CHer name is also_slgnlflcant,af
Z,endrng w1tn the woro 'hauer \from tne verb hauen meanzng
:.'t0°°pan 'ﬂw Ler patlence is tested ard the result ig ]“ }fﬁ Lgitlﬁ
1f1nEV¢t ble,j;’hew provokea she resor*c to v1olence igé,Wé,ff
Agn;ght e>pect, her appearance is descrxoed in far from'%zmﬁlfi;;f:>]
"""Efemln‘ .e term., t_',;,' '. - o , ' | ’ vl
. b‘h{ff;Frauieiv Sp@llenhauer trug ein ecklg zugeschnlttenes
| ostﬁm. da 1hr eln trocken mannlrgﬁysxmussehen_i;
“gab,j Dleser Elndruck wurde noch durch denl 4;
fﬁhnapﬁstelfen, Halsfalten zlehenden Jam. Yehlkopf
'schllessenden,‘und w1e 1ch zu bemerken glaubte,.
abwaschbaren.Hemdkragen verstarkt (Bl 62)

1he severe descrlption of her clothlng 1s 1ndlcat1ve of the

strlct authorltarlan manner 1n whlch thls schoolmlgtress



,f. Conducts her class of new puplls.- Oskar aetually pltles her.nﬁ
8001ety has made Frauleln Spollenhaber 1nto what she 1s, .

both inwardly and outwardly "Trotz 1hrer gelbllchen Haut, o
trotz Bublkopf und unterm’ Kragen vorlugendem mannllchen '»J v’fs
Schllpc ‘tat mlr dle Spollenhauer 1e1d" (Bl 62) ) When she
flrst approaches Oskar she puts as1de ‘her pedagoglcal role.
momentarlly reveallng the 1nnocent"ch11d that ex1sts in ‘
“f-every adult, as she 301ns Oskar in beatlng the rhythm of theif'

drum

!

'é ’ :.-«v, . E T " o '; . ',’

vd(sle) gab 51ch fur e1n Mlnutchen als ein. nlcht
r*fipunsympathlsches alteres Madchen. das. selnen
Lehrberuf vergessend den 1hm vorgesohrlebenen L
35;f? ¢;\€ f.Fx1stenzkar1katur entschlupft,_menschllch w1rd.,.'

(Bl 63) s R

Lut 1nsp tc of all O kar g attempt°. o reveal thls teacher s

‘1vl“nerm05t feellngs, she emalns true to her stereotype,‘:f;fh‘
lncapable Of lg humanely, 1nstead performlng mechanlcally
We note, too, the emphaSIS placed on her hands, flngErnalls EM
and the fact that they are 11ke claws,_ As we know Oskar S
‘sees thlngs prlmarlly 1n phyS1cal terms,‘hence the hands'ﬁﬂ
.whlch hold the cane 1n order to enforce iaw and order.t;z”lkf

| The character of Frauleln Spollenhauer does seem to make
some 1mpact on the narrator for Whlle she ‘ho' longer plays .
a, role 1h Oskar s’llfe, she does reappear once more 1n thedﬁ o
thlrd book of the tTIIOEYr EEEQEJEEE_ Grass does not forget El;)

hlS mlnor characters They llve in: Dan21g, they therefore



5&5;g1Ve llfe to hlg'llterature. sometlmes staylng 1n the back—fif

t{;fground other %&mes comlng to the foreground.‘ In Hunde;ahrefﬂ?

 FrHuleln Spollenhauer 1s st111 the prlmary schoolmlstress.v;l

"'One of her pupllS owns the dog, Harras, whose puppy. Prinz,5§tf;fm

3j:_had been a blrthday present for Hltler., Her class 1s _"ﬁ,l“

i;anLted to v1s1t theudogwwho has become a. celebrlty.r,

Oskar s flrst schoolday 1e alSO hie last The text does ?f

Vnot make 1t clear whether the authorltles refuse to teach hlm.:;ﬂfi

"vor whether 1t 1s hls parents who merely glve up. embarassed e
-fOskar ws left to seek out hls own education.- Whllst most of

| Vjeduoaulve 1nf1uenee‘0n Oskar by dlnt of thelr age and

éikfexperlence, 1t 1s the ohlldless Gretchen Scheffler who qulte

™Y

‘3f;by thelr Chlld and poss1bly even afrald to see the truth.;\;i* T

'fﬁithe grown ubs 1n one way or another are bound to have some. ;f:fff

"Jiuhlntentlonally encourages Oeakar s latent 1ntereet 1n books.;flflf

“;She lS deplcted as contlnually knlttlng and hav;ng ho tlme

meor her books, yet when she was younger, she and Oskar s

:;fmother hau exchanged books. Oskar dlscovers in Gretchen c;iffﬂjff

r'home Goethe s Wahlverwandtschaften and a: book about Rasputlh

.and how - to be attentlve to women.n Thds Oskar s schoollng

~_beg1ns w1th readlng, Goethe and Rasputln formlng the baSlS'

'jef hls educatlon

Y

Dleser Doppelgrlff sollte meln Leben, zumlndest -

”Jenes Leben, welches abselts melner Trommel zu

: fUhren ich mlr anmasste, festlegen und beelnflussen.;fffﬁ

BlS zZum heutlgen Tage...schwanke 1ch...zw1schen



'”n-'3ylxcoethe und Rasputan. zwlschen dem Gesundbeter und

11dem AlleSW1sser, zw1s0hen dem Dusteren. der d1e>

o .

N G

T 31ch so gern von' den Frauen bannen lleSS' (Bl 71 72)

Gretchen does try to teach Oskar properly by buylng anv

_A

: ”alphabet book but he 1nsists on hls OWn ch01ce of readlng

Ee war gar nlcht so elnfach das Lesen zu lernen.j ::r

. 3
”und dabel den Unw1ssenden 2u splelen ,.Den

',fUnw1ssenden splelen. hless Jedoch fur mzch m1t
'..melnen raplden Fortschrltten hlnter dem Berg zu
Sf;’halten,'elnen standlgen Kampf mlt beglnnender

‘antellektueller Eitelkelt zu fuhren.:(Bl 72)

.,.Oskar flnds himself 1n a posltlon whereby he has 1o fulfll

"_the Chlldllke role whlch ;s expected of hlm HlS 1nte111gence

aﬁ'bae +o develop ln acoordarce w1th other people expectatlons

' les ch01ce of readlng is questlonable Hls preoeptors.~
1fRasput1n and Goethe. create a synth931s whlch could be". sald
y to’ be \a reflectlon of the hopeless dlchotomy of the’lmave

v,yof Germany herself 1n Oskar s perlod balanced between the

Ji;orglastlc,3 mystlc'- barbarlan. and a sentlmental memory of

”jythe We1mar-class1cal "38 It becomes clear, too. that thls

'fdlchotomy is’ symbollsed by the portralts of Beethoven and

fvaitler Wthh hang 1n Matzerath's 11v1ng~room.v Qhese contrary

““flgures are. of course. a parody of‘the two souls 1n Goethe S_?fa

Faust and thereby characterlse the harmony of Apollo and the
'-fchaos of Dlonysus, As M K Sosnoskl explalns.; u

:Frauen bannte. und dem 1lohten chhterTUrsten, der -

S
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'Beethoven is assocmated with Dlonysus as croator
1‘and artlst as well aswith the 1ntoxlcat10n of -

~

oy 'paSSIon ., Hltler is assoclated w1th Apollo as dn‘v
.Q' pd‘f enforcer of ratlonal order._ It may well be argued
;&' that Beethoven S creatlve order. the form liv;ng
. ti 1n ‘his musical composrtlons. 1s a truer klnd of
. ,order than Hltler s, But from Oskar s p01nt of f”
view, people who argue for order are talk;ng about-
: tne reductlve, simpllstlc, punltive order that
allows no - dlvergences. no complex1ty._no freedom
aod rlcpness ‘that comes from dlfference 1t is v
;?tnls repngssxve klnd of order.'ratlonal and abstract1
lthab tries. to reduce complex human reallthto an‘ |
[ne351ly manlpulated set of . max1ms or.rigid )
’fccterorles :gl_d |
'However, as ?osnoskl suggests. we could regard neep}ove* a“r{ 
;ohe pore Apollonlan of the two flgures. partlcufgrlj w1th-
;_regard +o the harmony of hlS symphonles | |
Oskar spends seven years belng taught by Pretcheﬁ. though

; all she actually does, 1s read aloud the storles _WPllst

~"<‘¢:‘:s ,,

'»Osnar does rot appear to make any progress, she- enJoys hls ,-ﬁgpffm
company. u51ng hlm llke a doll for Wthh she can sew and knlt

fpclothec After hlS mot* "c death Oskar aged thlrteen. s lll

,jgoes to Gretohen s ho B her books. A note Of,SC?pﬁlﬂlsmff
"however, 1svapparenk

Panktlich ¢ . < . augleich mieriseh, ging foh



e o melnen etudlen nach...melne alten Standardwerke
- ‘ .gaben mlr e1n weltumfassendes Halbw1ssen..(Bl 136) f'
bThie weltumfassendes Halbw1ssen ‘and 1ts 1nd1rect reference‘
tp Hitler's own 1n3ud1c1ous 1nterpretatlon of llterature is
'1ndlcat1ve of Oskar s soc1a1 surroundlngs and complements
.Sosnoskl 'S prev1ous comment | : |
"Eben ein weltumfassendes Halbwissen zeichnet
~-'durchweg den Klelnbdrger aus uné macht 1hn beuonders
falllg f0r polltlsche Botschaften._dle mlt einem
ielnfachen._zumelst dichotomlschen Schema alles
;erklaren zu kénnen melnen oder wenlgstens vorgeben. QQ
No longer satlsfled by Gretchen s 'teachlngs, Oskar
Jturns h; attentlon to Llna*Greff the grocer s w1fe, wro llE°>;
c~ill 1n bed. Though we. are mgt actually told we can assume*
‘;1Lé;,isf‘rf iw -ulrlll zg ‘his se>¢al curloslty, sance
remerke'eh, he fact trat he enJoys Llna conflqemewt_bo bed
: Her sad state of health however.'soon becomes a deterrent
‘anc another teacher 1s qulckly found | |
' | u1e werden sagen 1n welch begrenzter Welc musste
51ch der\Junge Mensch heranbllden _ Zwmschen elnem
_Kolonlalwarengeschaft,‘elner BaCk9131 und einer
>{.Gemusehandlung musste er ‘sein RuStzeug fUrs sp&tere;
:Jf ?,c”mannhafte Leben ZUSammenlesen Wenn 1ch auch zugebenr )
T_i muss.,dass Oskar selne ersten,uso w1cht1gen ElndruCkem

;1n recht mufflg klelnbUrgerllcher Umgebung sammelte,

; jgab es schllessllch noch e&nen drltten Lehrer " Ihm



‘blleb es Uberlassen, Oskar dle Welt zu bffnen und

-
T

1hm zu dem zu macben, was er heute 1st, zu elner -
o Person. le 1ch mangels elner besseren Bezelchnung
.mit dem unzulangllchen Tltel kosmopollt behange |
This thlrd teacher is the mus1cal clown} Bebra’ who 1s.also )
Ca lllllputlan After ‘the. blrth of hlS som. Kurt OSkar
 JOlnS Bebra S Theatre. a tourlng company of dwarfs who prov1de

-

| nterta;nmemt fer the German . soldlers in countrle° such as |
rance.“rrom Bebra” hlS teacher and master. Oskar learns about
llfe and art 1n the form of theatrlcal performances, and from
.thelr mutual frlend Raguna Rosw1tha. he learns about the Joys _ 
awu Dalr of love.glml | o “ ‘ . ‘
em Oskar fiees to West Germany at the e J of the Second
arld ‘;;r,ipo does lu,exd tte DUS cldorf hlg‘ cc"ool show1np ;c’
A‘Wrterest onl" 14 J terauure and drama ho teachers_are’ S
“mertloned ' In 1947 he leaves school and becomee an apprentice";b'
fstonemasor, worklng for norneff 1n the cemetery. Thls is.
,:Cskar s flrst taste ef practlcal teachlng from a character
wbo 1s deplrted 1n all p0581ble ugllness,_s1nce des crlptlye‘di
:empha a_rs placed on- the ‘boils on ‘his neck: .:Vv i« | |
| Er glqg gebUckt mit. knlckenden Knlen. Den fopf

_hlelt»er stelf-und vornUber. Rosa. scbwarz

'i durcnfettete Pflaster kreuzten den Knacken. (B1. 364), T

nfter the currency reform 1s 1mplemenented Oskar hands,

~1n hls notlce,vbefore Korneff has to termlnate the bu51ness

SN



"~character, since the- colour black is of predomlnance."Schwarzer5a‘
iBart. Kohleaugen. schwarzer RUhner Schlapphut. schwarze R3q@gr
'unter den Flngernageln.-.f,(Bl 383) The black colourlng is’
-approprzate for Professor Kuchen s profe551on whlch is drawlng
‘w1th charcoal pen01ls The effect then. 1s one of black and ff
’white or a mlxture.' Oskar agre;s %o model 51x hours a day for
th1° dramat;c teacher who speaks in thunderous toneu. maklng
'varxous demand of hls s1xteen studen*s.j; ” | | |
Professor maruhn a sculptor.'ls a colleague of Professor
'1ePuchen{slf ue complements thls darker flgure, belng dressed |
1r a - w%lte overall and 1f 1t were not ﬁbr hls beret, looklng
'ﬂllke a'vurgeon " He love classxcal forms and arranges for;”
'1f0skar to model For hlm and hlS ten students. seelda 1d thls
}waarf fﬁgure w;*h 1ts humpbacx the llght of Apollo, rather
“fthan the darkneso of Dlonysus Wthh had been recogﬂlsed by
ngrofessor Vuchen A |
These last two professors. whllst belng teachers, are at-
‘lthe same tlme artlsts.uzy We could say the same of Oskar who':
 luses hlS drum as a means of both artlstlo and dldactlc |
iexpress1oo »‘It becomec more ev1dent. as’ we read thls eplc »
 .novel. that Oskar 1s 1ncllned to .see hlmself as a Chrlst |

.4

.-flgure, spreadlng the g0spel accordlng to Oskar.' At one tlme

" he ;s pde mascot of a group of. anarchlstlc youths called the_ SO

"_'Dusters to whom he: extols that he is' Jesus. QQUS regardlng e
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. them av hls apostles ” The act1v1t1¢s of the group are.

| antl SOc;ala they destroy ijects such as the chocolate f o
factory controlled by Naz1 power.n Together with thelr leader
they celebrate a Black Mass 1n the Herz-Jesu church Here..~”}
-4‘dur1K*‘hls first v131t Oskar “had seen 1n the chlld 51tt1ng.

on Nary s knees hlS own tw1n~brother.f He demands of the statue
ffthat 1t should play hls drum 1n order to shOW'the world tua
1J11k9 Oskar. Jesus is also drummlng hisg protest.r Tho mlracle
ﬁd -not occur Towards the end: of the war howévcr. the r? ?' 

-atatue does start drumm;ng, playlng wartlme popular songs ds

Dy

‘ 'well as Oskar S favourlte medlles.: ThlS rlvalry proves to be

“to6 much for Oskar,hespec1ally when the statue regards Oskar r’
“"aq a SeCOnd reter’”Du blst Oskar, der rels, und aul: dxevem B

;Trels Wlll 1ch melne Klrche bauen Folge mmr nach'“ (Bl 296)

P

f1°ckar .furlouc that thlS statue of Tecuv shoulﬁl+ to
*ncompete agalrst hlm and treat hlm lrke a mere pupxl?flhﬁsﬁ%*

.)anger ig ev1dent: he breaks off one of thc staxue toeé’- 3 .

|

The- thought of shatterlng the glass W1ndows crossec_hlé mlnd
i_but he reallses that hlS v01ce doec not have t%e strength to

,gbreak the church w:ndows. He 1s not capable of dectrcylng the

:foundatlons of chrls+1an1ty

'frVOskar hatte schrelen mbgent Wag sollte lCh mlt dem g.’
‘-Jesus.anfangen°"lch hatte melne&ctlmme b@laden
rﬁbgen> Was hatte 1ch mlt selnem Kreuz zu tun°
R N . S ey

e Wusste aber ganz genau. dass melne Stlmme gegen

w ?se1ne Klrchenfenster nlcht ankam (Bl 296

e



1In the' chureh Oskar s no 1onger omnlpotent but ‘he .refuses o
"'to rollow the orders of someone else To reassyre hlmself
*that hlS vo;ce stlll possesses 1ts power ‘he rushes to his

h;deaway where he s&ngs to Bmlthereens fourﬁllght bulbs. "
:A‘sh4tter5 g the last one by spelllng out the word 'Jesus.

| Thl” 1c the name he 1ntends to bear and so lead’ hls own
';d no;pleo under hls condltlons-." _ A
o The palnter. Raskolnlkoff. also deplc“tc Oskar 1n a. fetal«f
“;p051t10n between the legs of the huse Ulla who portrays Mary
i,The palntlng. entltled xadonna hQ LS“olearly a blasphemoUs".
.,1m1tatlon of mother and chlld Professor Kuchen orders hlS .
i'students to sketch and theneby cru01fy Oskar “Zelchnet ihn
| nicht den Kruppel, schlachtet 1hn kreu21gt ihn, nagelt ihn
mlt Kohle aufs Pap1er'“'(Bl.383 In the last chapter of the

-novel O kar haslgust turoed thlrty and 1s about to 1@aV€ the
i’asylum The allusion 1s to Jesus Vage at the tiMe of hls
'cru01f1x1on. how afrald of the out51de world Oskar is not
frso sure 1* he can carrv out hlS mlsswm namely to gather ‘
"gogether hlS dlsolpleSx"Nuss 1ch Jetzt w1rk11ch, nur weil - 1ch
.fdrei331g zahle.;hlnausgehen 1n alle Welt und Jurger um mich
ffsammeln°"~(Bl 488) UItlmately, he 1s left speechless on |
’/account of the recollectlon of the chlldren s rhyme and the}
J'Schwarze Kbchln who contlnues to haunt hls mind in the - form

‘of "the omnlpresent personlflcatlon of his own. 1nsecur1ty #Bff

Oskar s 1ntentlon 1s to expose the mentallty of 3001ety"'

JiHe nof only observes but also part1c1pates and 1nfluence3"'
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*

‘the eventé. He makes ‘no pretenslons of belng less gnilty or
of belng perfect " He doeo not stand out31de of 30c1ety‘ If )
he 1s to possess the p0851b111ty of teachlng others, of E t;
explalnlng to the raader. how .such’ things could happen. then;
he has to be part of that SOClety, even lf he does embody.'
Jesus, Goethe and Rasputln under one skin and does ‘look strange,
) belng omall with a humpback | Wlth regard to his educatlon

4 1t.1s unsysfematlc. erratlc and coached in the vxolence of

his tlmes'"uuf Nany Crlth* have commented on thls firct novel

as bging an antl Blldungsroman This Qplnlon stems from

o
-

Graasflown'words.

Das Buoh; wenn wir jetzt nur von der Blechtrommel °

reuen. beflndet szch 1n einem ernlSCh dlstanzlerten

[
¢

S
Verrsltnls zum deutschen Blldungsroman.gj

me Elechtrommel can thus ‘be descrlbed as a parodt o‘ the
o o

vaatoblographlcal genre. A number of crltlcs have compared
)

!

’.mfhla narratlve to prevmuc 'Blldungsromane n;izabeth’Boa
' uggests that | -
the parodv is not- solely for entertalnment The.
story of Oskar is -one more eplsode in the long and’*
troubled hlstory of the German 1ntellectual and hlS‘
. amblvalent relatlonshlp to society at large. as
m’rrored in the 'Blldungsroman k., Bg,plaolng hls
. novel w1th1n thls llterary context. Grass 1nev1tably
‘“alses the issue of how far the post- Goethean.~.

lntellectual tradltlon contrlbuted to- the catastrophee;

;‘g~of Germany in the twentleth century 47



. ST &
older or taller: - Loy L
| .‘_ Gerade well Cskar kltger ist als die Erwachsenem;‘
[¥]
B dle ihm schuldbewusst pflegen, der brustsehwache

i

lp"

I fi;Vavaller Jan Bronskl. die 1elcht81nn1ge Agnes,,der

ry “lphlllstrbse, skatklopfende Matzerath - gerade kraft 1
dieser ubermemschllchen ElnSlCht beschllesst er,_ ;'
‘nie zu altern. “Ein delfgahrlger ware schon Zu
sehr in dle erren der Erwachsenen verstrlckt . Eimr
brelJAhrlger, der selne Karten zZu decken versteht.
" hat "einige’ Au551chten ggl’ |
We shall consider 1n the conclu51on tOxwhat.extent

,’-’g'_
~Die plechtrommel can be regarded as contalnlng an. educatlonal

(S

’message due to 1ts unlque narrator cum protagonlst. For now,. r
we snoqld recogrlse tnat there are nunerous teachers ir th |
novel, some profess1onal _others amateurs A1l are portrayed
_1n a caulrlcal yet at the. same time qu1221oal llgh% Thelr
'fpedagoglcal features are not- all that unusual slnce they are
:VJuse part of the common communlty - A more’ crtlcal llght w1ll
be sheo by the author on pedagoglcal flgures 1n later novels.»“

In Grass' much shorter work, Katz und naus (1961),'school~

| profldes the main settlng This is hardly surprlslng, s1ncejr
~.all the maln characters are youths whose lives revolve around
ethe school. The '“onradlnum, already mentloned in the flrst
novel, is .a: grammar school founded by Karl Frledrlch Frelherr

von Conradi (17h2- $8), a member of a respected Dan21g patr101an
t
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family‘ ﬁThe school specmallses 1n a humanlstlc educatlon

'Wthh 1s embodied in the statue of Le331ng situated.in the

.jcorridor The hlgh expectatlons of the school however.dseem

to have: been lowered ftu;the sake of appearances with former

-

pupils returnlng to the school 1n order to relate their.

'experlences of the war.. It is the protagonlst's former |
School Nahlke‘s alma mater,rwhloh plays a’ deéfsive role in
kls llfe e L e ’ o
The headmaster of the school 1s Waldemar Klohse He
.enforces hzs ruleo such gs bannlng the wearlng of various
obJeots around the neck. ylng~that it 1is femlnlne and not

o -
~worthy of uerman‘boys He revels in maklng -long speeches and

»

'havwng bhe attention of all the puplls and teachers. whilst
- he stunds 01 the stage. As always, Grass is partlcular in-
hlstde‘ p*lons Klohse s breath smells of peppermlnts.‘

‘ .

B wllc* is perhaps 1ndlcat1ve of hws cold heartedness. He is

fa teacher of mathematlcs,‘conformlng to rules, leading a‘ :f

«'reglmenoeo llfe which lacxs emotlons:t: | |

g KlonseszUhler’Pfeffermlnzatem,vder.alle seine
Mathematikstdndenﬂdurchwehte und den Geruch reiner
lessenchaft vertrat half 1n dem hohen Saalwwenlg g

(xuin2)%0 | |

'Ylohse admlts to his former pupll Mahlke. that he cannot

follow the dlctates ol hlS feellngs but has to follow rulés.

\

' He has to refuse Mahlke the recognltlon he so much de ires

/

namely to stand in front of the puplls and relat« h1s

.Successes as a.gank.gunner. The her01sm of haV1ng won a
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“meJAl is nctienough'fcr"Mahlreu To give a talk at h1s almalm
mater would 51gnrfy ‘the highest 'social accalade for hlm All
".attempt at obtalning perm1ss1on to give such a speech fail
| Und Klohse lless s1ch vom OberSChulrat bestatlgen..}
GwUnd Klohse schrleb einen Brief,. ganz prlvat. Und
’”“T‘”Mahlke las, dass Klohse nlcht $0 kbnne w1e SEln B
Herz wolle Es selen 1e¢der Zelt und Umstande ﬁ
ﬂ'.dergestalt, dass eln e“fahrener und von der ‘Btirde -
des Berufes geZelchneter Schulmann nicht elnfach

- .
und vaterllch seln Herz . sprechen 1assen dUrfe~'Aerﬁ

bltte im Slnne der Anstalt und- hlnwelsend auf den*
'alten Conradlschen Gelst um mannhagternterstu;zung
o 96‘ A -
It lS ev1dent, then, that(even the headmaster 1s subgected,,-
to the orders of the hlgher authorltles He c’la-lmc that he )
could not act as hlS heart de51reo . mhe letter, however,
:contlnually refers to the 1nterests of the school over the .
1nolv1dual Thus. Nahlke 1s unable to put the pos1tlon of
.the headmaster in perspectlve. At two in the mornlng he
‘carners Klohse and lets out hls frustratlon, slapplng him |
‘achSS the face. Actlons speak louder than words' the

headmaster nelther says anything nor does he retallate

There are tWO profess1onally employed teachers in thls -

movella Mallenbrandt, a teacher of - phys1cal educatlon and
rellglon. Oswald Brunles, a teacher of German llterature.

Both reappear in the flnal novel of the trllogy Hundegahre,“’

o



— ) . /

:We shall therefore. 1ook at these two teachers w1th regard
‘,jto both WOrks. We are never 1nformed about the actual
-E,lessons or. the way in Wthh these teachers taught-‘ Th1 can |
. be said of all Grass narratlves and thelr pedagoglcal flgures;
'Not'one of them presents a. COmplete classroom scene. -The,
'reader 1s merely supplled W1th the excerpts Wthh Grass sees .

"necessary for the novel s theme

The teacher, Aallenbrandt. for 1nstance, 1s onlv SR ﬁ
, ' . o
‘mentloned ‘in connectlon w1th the varlous ball game° Wthh e

‘ refereec

SQ The gym 1n whlch ‘he teaches appears to Nahlke to

\A
“be more llke the 1ns1de of. a church Being' successful in~

sport, espcclally 1n gymnastlcs and d1v1ng. is 1mporta§: to

2

ai.lfk, ~hc sets out: to prOVe hlmself to hlS frlends; famlly
handtschool. At the same ‘time he i ostens1bly devoted to the
_Virggnjﬁary wHevlS so des1rous of success xhat he resorts
'.toistealing tne medal belonglng to the lieutenant- commander
:wh‘_o .isf'/'ﬂltlng the school. Mallenbrandt S reactlon to the

discov that ore of hlS puplls has stoilen the medal is

reveallng he turns\to v1olence - He boxes the ears of an
annocent pupll Buschmann, orderlng him. to stop grlnnlng
For a moment he 1oses control Hls reputatlon Is at stake.
The lleutenant commander is notlceably not so dlstraught as_ =
;”Nallenbrandt who searches through the clothes of the puplls )
and locks up the gym.»- » \;;,Q
| to a certaln extent the sports teacher can be regarded

N

- as an 1dol for the puplls, espe01ally for Mahlke In

‘- — . . . o ’ -



Hunde]ahr we learn that he continues to teach ball games
{Q'and has even wrltten a work on German games 1n schools. It "
1s made clear.ltoo..that Mahlke must have acquired h1s hablt;‘
of Wearlng thlngs around h1s neck from the very fact that
Mallenbrandt wore a whlstle around hls neck - a sxgn Qf
::control and power OVer others.3 He was also a strlct Cathollc

RS -y
N Wthh p01nts to Mahlke s ObSéSSlOn W1th the church and the

Virgln Nary, not to mentlon the fact that he 1s portrayedvas
Jecus by one of his classmates.. Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann draws‘d
thc‘same conc1u31on about Mallenbrandt and Klohse-V-jrjl 1"

' “aFUr die belden Lehrer Mallenbrandt und Klohse' :‘ _
?‘wbleiben die. HlntergrUnde und Probleme menschllchen)
;'_vﬂm ht‘Verhaltens unentdeckt.‘ Sle stehen unter dem Zwang
| ]elnes anerzogenen D1821pllndenkens. Es geht 1hnen-5

: nlcht um persbnl;che.Fntscheldung, sonderr um das
h,FrfUllen zeltbedlngter Verhaltensformen dle fur 31evr
unbefragt von der Schule als Instltutlon gefordert J
werden.S;;;”Li#:r;?T{ ’;:i‘/}fw:m;~f' F’% ;_ﬁ(
OSWald Brunles, affectlonately known aswPapa'Brunles,_;

is one of the older teachers who'se character comes to the -

fore ‘in Hunde;ahre.‘ Certain aspects of hls behQVlour are hhd :f

already commented upon 1h Katz und Maus.. Durlng the war years |
"he” had been relnstated 1n the school due to a shortage of ‘
teachers. All that we hear of hlS teachlng 1s that he'p:A
contlnually quotes from the poetry of Joseph Frelherr von“.}ftlﬁ

Elchendorff who dld llve 1n Dan21g for a perlod of tlme



ffdurlng the early nlneteenth century ThlS far from*reallstic f;

‘poet prov1des the teacher w1th escapist educatlon and 1ts

P

f‘lnherent 1dea11stlc notlons.. German llterary heritage 1s»f

'thus mlsused for the purpose of serving the fatherland.;dweggffi

q"

rhcan deduce from thls that the treatment of education at that

'tlme was a perver31on of humanlstlc values., Brunles was

;fapparently a freemason and for thls reason as - well as the fact ‘

- e

'hithat he was so obsessed w1th eatlng sweets to thenextent that

ffhe sucked the vltamln tablets meant for hls puplls, he was

.;‘ BN

ftaken to the Stutthof concentratlon oamp where he remalned
Grass thus portrays through thelr eatlng hablts the sweetness

'.of Brunles in contrast to the sharpness of Klohse. L f"«"hﬁﬁy

. In Hunde]ahr Brunles is both a teacher and a’ father,L.“‘”

.after adoptlng the orphan, Jenny Throughout the novel he 15"

t\

_aepr ted 1n a. huHO”OJS. 5et not cruLl llght' The way 1n wh10h54

'.he walks around the school playground is compared to the'

w
A

' struttlng of a rooster, 1mply1ng self 1mportance

e

Zudem haben Pausenhbfe m1t Huhnerhbfen elnes

I

':*fffgemelnsam das St0121eren des dlensttuenden Hahnes

A‘»

'}glelcht dem St0121eren des auf51chtfuhrenden Lehrers.

':Auch Hahne halten belm Schrelten d1e Hande auf dem

R

1$Rucken. wenden unvermlttelt und bllcken SlCh
strafend um.;(HJ ?8)52 ' | -

Brunles 1nterests be31des E1Chendorff and sweets 1nclude

* A

f collectlng mica gnelss i Hls puplls could dlstract him- from

“the actual lesson by show1ng hlm varlous stones and/or



lmentlonlng hie daughter s successes as a ballet dancer.y;:

"Brunles was'a far from strict teacher of German.l He oould

also be called upon to teach geography. hlstory, Latln and
even rellglon.. He~ was an eccentrlc who could invent all ‘
klnds of storles, as Harry Llebenau, the narrator of the;ﬁ»f .
second part of'the novel _remarkso” I \ SRR l |
LR, Ich kann mlCh nlcht erlnnern. dass der Studlenratfi?
.\, = uns ernsthaft unterrlchtete ..Es kam dem Studlenrat |

) wohl darauf .an, unsere Phantas1e zu fUttern. (HJ 233)

.Brunles was well aware of the fact that hls pUplls knew about

’the v1tam1n tablets and 1t was certalnly not hlS boys who -

'1nformed the authorltles.» Changes, however, occur 1n the:A'

' rschool and Brunles has to‘teach both boys and glrls, At hlS y

‘trlal it is Tulla who brlngs 1n a Jar of the tabletc | It is

a pa*hetlc plcture,,81nce the old man cannot reslst th

: temptatlon Harry had already notlced h1s helplessness’

| ‘ff WAhreno gefragt und geantwortet wurde, flel mlr

&
”,lf ‘wie torlcht und hllflos Studlenrat Brunles

L mal llnks, mal rechts. selne Rocktaschen durchwﬂhlte
,ft(/ia Dabel befeuchtete er aufgeregt selne Llppen (HJ 236)

This pedagogue enJoyed teachlng the young boys and also f@_
f;loved hlS adopted daughter Jenny He could relate all the o
;'dlfferent ballet steps.‘even brlnglng 1n Jenny s 51lver ballet h
fshoes to\the-class; He not only sent Jenny to ballet school o

2but he also hlred a muSlc teacher and concert planlst

 FéllX Felsner Imbs He, too,'ls qulte a character He only .~



a2 : s ‘f_*.e'mfhf. . :
teaches on a- one to one ba 1s and acqulnes hi puplls by

first checklng the p051t10n of‘ﬁmexr hand whllst balanc1ng
“a penc1l He teamhes under green llghtlngAand is obsessed

,w1th brushlng hls artlflclal whlte mane.‘ Hls vanlty and

vt FR -

v~arrogance are extremex mpf’ﬁﬁ-°c”;:u;”

..

- :
. . Sy
6

Wahrend er das Haar bﬁrstete. bezog der Ausdruck
v’reinen Hochmutes selnen Blick der hellblau
-fw;mpernlos honzertsale uberflog, in denen eln

»1mag1nares Publlkum‘nlcht aufhbren wollte. lhv den

s ih

“iﬂ}fYonzertplanlsten Félsner Imbs zu felern. (HJ 13&)

‘He - is attacked three tlmes by the dog, Harras,,obeylng the

“jcommands of Tulla who dlslrkes the plano teacher for paylng

rso mucn attentlon to Jehny The 1ast attack by the dog
“reSults 1n FelsneroImbs spendlng three weeks 1n hospltal due

: R . . . o v . ,,,.' . \AI .
“to. 3.t orer arw*‘r?;harrless ceac‘ r ie .thu° ham;llata »Bcth-

.;7teacner ard pap;l move to Berlln after the arrest of Tcnny s f
~;father ‘_ifl“ﬂ”; s;'f ;sji.‘ ;;n; /_iyﬂ 1;;,'n;j .,.  ”’

‘ Tne minor tedchers 1nfthls last book of the trllogv
:tend .to be shown,ln a sympathetlc and carlng llgh 0 espec1ally
‘vthose who are Just mentloned once or- twlce A case 1n p01nt
'1s the teacher Olschewskl who tells hls'former pupll quard
-Amsel to attend the grammar school and leave the VLIIage
;HlS outflt 1s descrlbed in humorous undertOnes "Er stand 'in
-Knlckerbockern, Ain- grosskarlertem SportJakett in Segeltuch-,_b

scnuhen unterm Strohhut.g""(HJ 73) Amsel even creates a-

scarecrow of thls teacher : Dr Rasmus Battke, headmaster f



/¢

‘?hof the ut Johanh school. also suggests to the parents of

'-.Matern ahd Amsel that the two boys should attend the

f'Conradlnum ahd board there‘: Dr. Battke is descrlbed as
'm'wearlng grey shoes, dressed llke a sportsman. w1thout glasses.'
) ‘- ¥ :

;somewhat ponderous, w1th small hands and short arms. Another ‘

fa

“'*ateacher who takes e partlcular 1nterest in Amsel and ‘his

':draWLng is’ Professor Pfuhle,lrenowned for hlS palntlngs of

- horses:“Pfuhle, der als unzugangllch bekannt sell habe SOglelCh
.ﬂtjAmsels Begabung erkannt und vérsprOchén, 1hn Zu- fbrdern"(HJ 137‘
These teachers who play a minor role appear to have thelr.v
.;puplls 1nterests at heart Ironlcally, those who have some
;ipredomlnance aré. preoccupled W1th themselves ThlS is |

_fpartlcularlé true 1n the later works where teachers become  '

',-the protagonlsts of the narratlves ”h*



The whole - secret of the 
1teéoher 8- fdrce lleS 1n 
tho cony;ctlon'that
mon.are7conﬁertiblé.o

* . Emérson

. Journals (1834) -

K

- Chapter Two: ;re Aug 1ish of ‘OdChlng

’ A-Grass"foufth hovel brtllch betaubt was publlshed 1n

1969; a 51gr1flcant year. if we recall the cllmax of the

;s uaewt protests uhlch were partlcularly volatlle ln Weest,

Germao unlver31ty 01t1es.~ It should come a no surprlse.qul

. Y
I

To find cuoclveo reaA-xg about the conflict thW((l
A
protestlvg otudentc and overworked teacherc in West Berlln_

*C ,

: in 190/ ‘After the Dan21g trllogy, w1th its empha51s on
lluerma“y s recent.paSw, Jrass turned.to present-day problemc1
| «_Guﬂter Grass verarbeltet elnmal 1n selnem Roman
dle polltlsche Protestbewegung der Jugend da°
fPhanomeo der ausserparlamentarlschen Oppoéltlon._.:
1Als Fékten seien genanwt{ Der zunehmende- Protest
innerhalb - der Studentenschaft ‘gegen dle erstarrte
, Unlversltatsadolnlstratlon seit’ Beglnn der 60er
uahre, ‘die Konstltulerung der APO. nach dem

QN( - Godesberger Programm der SPD und 1hre oympathle—

L1



Pundgebungen fur die Befrelungsbewegungen der -
VDritten Welt...Zum anderen findet 1n brtllch tQQJ
'.betAubt Grass' elgene polmtlsche Akthltat selt fsf{V

den Bundestagswahlen 1965 Wlderhall 53 e

Tho narrator and protagonist of this novel is Eberhard'

7otarusch ‘a grammar school teacher of German and hlstory.”__fff*

ﬁAn approprlate subgect combznatlon for 1nterweav1ng past fij
A_mGMOrlC;‘dﬂd events w1th present actlons and attltudes of

;;thl? forty year old teacher whose role in SOClety has'lu

if become all the more d;fflcult Grass gave the follow1ng v

reasons for hls ch01ce of teacher Loy

"Ir rtllch betaubt hat es mlr aus den versehledensten',:

'?;runden gefaIleh. elnen deutschen Studlenrat meLJer;:_v
"»;Generatlon zum Ich Erzahler 20 machen,»elnentf,’ )
\‘ PPbrOChPth Nanr . Und dlese elgentllch weniger-

eoberlehrhaf%e. v1elmehr studlenratllche Haltung *N;] =
;i'riG%t wahr, was fur deutsche Beralcbe auch polmu‘sch A
ru;'p;f:;gesehen'eln sehr wesentllcher Unterscnled ist -‘:ﬁ‘

| 31dle tragt 1n dlesem Roman..g MlCh hat das gerelzt. A
'f]gerade den Jungen S€!¥tebeker. der 1n seiner Jugend L
- dﬂeses Amorallsche hatte. nun als dén gebrocheneh -‘,i
Nann der Aufklarung, k%n{hon&iert mlt der Muhsal S
der Aufkl&rungp zZu zeigpﬁ,,b.s; T T _ o
“e As the author comments above?Jéh;theacher 1s-not‘the B

stereotype fulfllllng a role as a functlonary but one - who

._glves adv1ce ‘and means well Insplte of hls age and p031t10n-131

SN
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he 15 not above the puplls but on the Same level._ Thls is,,,a3

ﬂ; madeﬂtiear by the very fact that thls now law~ab1d1ng teacher"

U&S once upon a. time otbrtebeker. the seventeen year old
leader of a group of anarnhistic youths who set about

3: destroylng Na21 owned propertles, such as the chocolate"
factory.»durlhg the Second World War The reader flrst

. came across the ‘Stéuberband' 1h Die Blechtrommel where _we

laarnt that thev-ﬁad adOpted Oskar 1n the guiqe oT Jesus as

th r masco*" In Vatz und Naus We hear that Ctbrtebeker‘

trie% to - rea arlke s hldeaway under the Qea w1thout o
uuqc‘l' Fven TUlld had fallen 1n love with hlm ‘ The _:;j
. narrators c¢ all four books tell us that thls group was"'\
> aV;;ws£ everyo nd- every*h1wg.¢'°tarusch admlts that th
wemor;es St ll nau*t hls W1no,; ne cannot free leself from
";ﬁ;a *mofesslo"s of h°s youth, partlcularlv cxnce %o-'”
iromé&%'l se rls past aotlons 1nto antl N321 r981staﬂce
Jﬁéﬁée, w.en teacnlng l terature to hls puplld, he ha¢ a
":L' ‘§n¢‘a.o c%oose dramatlc workc guch as Schlller s | _
fngig*gﬁuber (1?81) ahd consﬁ@ers the soc1al background to_gﬂf
the vvewts 1n,the drama 8601ety has certalnly shaped the_fj >
outloor of thls pedagogue,vfor01ng hlm to relinqulsh hlS f
once.. as001al attltudes and encouraglng conformlty ’v‘
Auch wenn ich: Gberlebfe, dle Zelt schaffte mlch"

.

Ich passte mlch an._ lCh suchte den permanenten

‘» / N Ausglelch Ich klammerte mlch an dle Vernunft

L So wurde aus elnem radlkalen Aufruhrer ein

’.-v.



gemﬁsslgter Studlenrat.,der 91ch trotzdem und
dennoch fur, I‘ortschrlttlich hal’t (ob 154)

ThlS tran81tion from an anarchlstlc youth to an adult .
-

oo dnta respected job 1s never really explalned 1n the book

fjfTo becdme a teacher had clearly not been Starusch's f1rst

o aim in life.'51noe we, learn that he studled englneerlng

'_;and worked for a hydraullc cement factory before his rlancee

d_flnanced his further educatlon in phllology , ThlS somewhat

=~ - Kl

Vd;unu ual chahge in 3001al p051t10n is obV1ously not of prlmaryf
'”1mportance to the. work as a whole. ‘We are told)ln aJsat1r10a17
ltone of Starusch 5 re- educatlon programme after the Second
,inOrld War 7 A hotel chef used to glve him and others cookery
\[leeeors for beglnners Thls had. an 1nd1rect effect on
'Ctarusch ' ‘ ik |
Da- Maneel den Lehrplan bestlmmte, lehrte Brnhaam |
':i}; o das Kochen mit Zutaten aus ‘der Luft gegrmffen. 5
| Er 1mag1n1erte Rlnderbrust Kalbsnleren Schwelne—
braten. .. (Ich lernte mlch vorzustellen) (bb 66)55
f’And he goes on to say with. further sarcasm in his v01ce._ .
| Aus TrUmmern und Not erhoben 51ch unterernahrteA
APadagogen und verkﬂndeten "er mussen w1eder zu'nﬁ
leben lernen, ﬂ‘ihtlg zZu leben lernen. Zumf.'
de - jd Be1sp1e1 fullt man Ganse nicht mit. Orangen :Uné.f
Aiﬁli~;‘>nble1bt die Wahl zw1schen der klass1sohen Apfel—
_der oadllchen Maronen— und der sogenannten Mastfﬂ o

: fUllung M (bb 68)



What ihterests’Grass. above all, is the teacher's !
b )

contlnual comparlsOn between what was and what 1s. Starusc

i‘:“"- -
L ‘v
o

.~

finds hlmself in a quandary over his past expermences. h;s;
| ‘present p051t10n and the dlctates of his emotuons. lee %r?
he is torn between ratlonallsm and 1ntu1t10n. as Peterﬂ&ta %sfl'

qulte rlghtly explalns: ,"p” o : " ,jf?‘:jv
. B : v : ‘Q“[Ul-";‘
Eberhard Starusch ms caught up ln the dllemma

Wthh seems to affllct most of Grass pr1n01pal
] characters and to be an 1ntegral and 1neradlcable
r.part of llfe as he sees it, namely man s 1nab111ty

»to reconcxle the two: confllcglng natures within’ e 4

’nlmself to harmonlze that part of him whlch cries
out for actlor and creat1v1ty, but . whlch can so‘pl,
easﬂs lead to unrestralned excess, and that &rt ‘
f}’dr prefere reasor and”’ ordeﬂ“ 0t wrlch can 7»3 i; )

'unW1ttlog1y degenerate 1nto stlfglng systematlzatlon ;

:w1th a. cohcomltant suppression of 1nst1nct and~~

“feellngs. This 1s, of course, the Nletzschean

.'rvdlchotomy.of the Dlony51an and the Apolloman.56

1Evew his puplls questlon ‘his pedagoglcal role'"Verstehe nlcht,
vfwarum Sle uehrer geworden sind, wo Sle doch bel der Entstaubung
C'viel mehr hatten lelsteh konnen... (nb 16 17) His 1ndec1s1ve'
.nature is hlghllghted by the proposed actlon -of hlc amlcable’ B
pupil, Phlllpp Scherbaum.. A former revolutlonary is attracted

t0 the commltment and v1olent streak in Scherbaum who. at the

age of seventeen. 1s protestlng against the _use of Napalm in



“.

-

Vletnamoand 1ntends to set allght hlS dachshund in front of

the cafe Kemplnskl.,thereby horrlfylng the dog- lov1ng4

inhabitants of West Berlin: . ‘ N -

;

Scherbaum's yodthful rebellion ‘however. has a

'''''

considered moral basis. Hls obJect 1s to educate
1453 v
people and 1n1t1ate a process of reform, the

burnlng of the dog is a means to this- end Because
-of hlS youthful experlences Starusch is |
sympathetlcally dlsposed towards Phlllpp s plan
to offer up the acrlflclal dog. 57

\ - In aCcordadce W1th his pedagoglcal role. Starusch should

L4

in theory know hcow to react anc remain 1n .control of a glven

s1tuatlon. Ir practice, however, he is a belpless and
&

uncertaln man Wr.o turns to his dentist fqp much needed adv1cen

The two of them are quick to rneorlse but slow to react AS
- ' . 4// i

an.adult and teacher.,otarusch typlfle respon51blllty and

’

is agalnsj all v1olent aCtlons He attempts to 1nfluence;

'and change Scherbaum s mlnd through perSuﬁfy,

9

<

w1ll also fail and at the same tlme to,§tress how polntless;‘r:f

vsuch a deed would ‘be. He flnds hlmself fac1ng a pedagoglcai

B

problem: that of communlcatlng experlence, for he Shares hlS:

pupll s views but has to dlssuade hlm"u

‘pAdagoglscger Problem das der Mlttelba;keltlvon"

LY

- Erfahrung.’ | Es wird v

' %allem vom Studlenrat

L .,A”.
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534 '
Starusch artlkullert "Sehen Sie, Phlllpp. im

Grunde stellt 'sich 1mm§¥ w1e@er die: Frage k¥nnen
5

Erfahrungen vermlttelt werden?" ... Starusch’

-

stellt bei s1ch, beglnnend mit Banalitdten fest,

"wie wenig Erfahruhgen anderer als Erfahrungen

”“‘ re21p1ert werden kbnnen 58
vIt should be- stressed that this is not a conflict or an

argument between teacher and p@pll adult and youth If.
. _

anythlng, Starusck and Scherbaum show mutual respect for A -

each other S outlook :f; ‘ : - R

Teacher ‘and pupll never treat each other as

~ »

enemles, scarcely even as opponents but rather

. - .
“as p%;tners engaged in a conversatlon )9‘

Starusch even uses hlS relatlonshlp w1th hlS pupll to the

advariage of the olas ’ descrlblng rlstorlcal ohaos. awmlnp o

"pthe facts at Scherbaum Moreover7 his pupll %s a good -

&

' llstener. ; _ Lﬁﬁi' &
Whilst sitELng in the'dentist's'chair,yStarUSCh fiees
¥
e

into his fantasies in order to escape hlS true mental turm01l

¥}

Qctarusch relates a serles of anecdotes Wthh are
purely products of hns own 1mag1nat10n and wh1ch
stem from his own serse of 1nadequacy and self~
‘derlslon. ‘Such fanc1ful experinents w1th v1olence-.

‘are in themselves a k;nd of palnklller and serve.‘y

in Starusch s mlnd to anaesthetlze ‘him agalnst the'

60

paln of failure.
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We hote, too, that in these. dreams he 'is.a manqu action: ..

Starusch hingegen wird nur zum Tater>in seinen

Geschichten, die parallel zum Dialog mit dem.Arzt =

als Selbstbefragung, als Suche naoh der;eigenehw‘
Identitat zu gelten' haven. Ol _— |
His toothache is indicative'of his‘frustration aod pent- up'_r
;anger. The problems with his teeth symbollcally express his
failure. What we w1tness is the fallure of a teacher,‘the
lack of respon51b111ty in an adult, the pos51ble 1mpotency
of a man as well as the non- creat1v1ty of a writer." Starusch
"hae had to sacrlflce hl- ideals, . becomlng more than ever g
aware of the nece331ty of a snall 11;; pace of progress. He
hae Forscken v1olence for commdn sense: ( o |

; Zusatze,'well iéh mein Versagen, wahrend ich

" versagte, schow Zu verteldlgen begann er es-

-um_ Scherbaum well er’ein Nensch 1st

; GrdSQ presents us w1th a leeral teacher. wh
: @,

maklng oecms1ons on hlS OWIl,. Pe cannot se

-’

‘belng unable to complete hlS own wr;tlngs,ven

Schlachteﬂ -the author's orlgonal title for thls novel whlch

)

lndlcates authorlal irony. Starusch s first engagement 1asted
two and a half years before 1f‘ended Thig flancée,,81egllnde
Krlngs. reproached him for: trylng to ‘be _her teacher and alsoﬁ

”'reCOgnlsed his innate cowardlce and’ emotlonallty At the close

»

_of the novel we hear that hls engagement to Irmgard Selfert a

L

colleague. is already 1n 1ts thl"d year



’

‘goals of educatlon. whllst masking the de51re to shape the =

;‘ © a9

- . ‘ o . ' e -
s ‘ .

An insecure teécher could be Sald to be indicative of o
nw

‘insecurmtles in s001ety. As a narrator he is unreliable. His

professlon is equally amblguous, supposedly servi%g the

world after an 1dea Starusch turns to re81gnat10n.'reasqn

'and compromise, finding solace 1n'hls 1mag1natlon: L

Glamorous objectives become tarnlshed —'he 1s \
.keen on- quoting from the Lamentatlons of Teremlah jﬁi
He needs to shleld hlS nerve ends agalnst the cold
draughts from the out51de world HlS teeth decay

He  has 1earnt to adapt hlmself and to v1ew compromlse
as a means of mov1ng forward ' He struggles almost
pathetlcally to remaln aware of and respond

62

sen51t1vely to wrongs perpetrated by man.

\ i

- mke reader canr sense an- c1at10n of v1olence and teaching,

as the dentlst comments upon the educatlon of the emperor
Nero by hlS young teacher. Seneca LN
_“1he frequent ;%ﬂu31ons to Seneca serve as an
approach to the proulnce of pain. With the young
\ ,;Seneca who educated Nero and wrote his speeches
:-Grass contrasts the old man turned sage who

63

Vpreached res1gnat10n in the face of tyranny

In trylng to prevent the v1olent actlon of his ‘pupil through
: teachlng, Starusch ‘learns more about hls own shortcomlngs.
_ He remains a prlsoner of his conscxegze. whllst he feebly

Asearches for an 1dent1ty His feellngs have become dqrmant.

+
- Cy



a

hence he finds it dlfflcult as well as an effort to even
ishow a reactldn of some klnd to the atr001t1es 1n Vletnam."l‘
He doubts his: profess1on, seeklng a place where people only
-_‘learn and do not teach ' Hls puplls Judge hlm not so much
lby hlS teachlng but by hlS behav1our outs1de of the classroom
They affectlonately call hlm 'Old Hardy and 'Paplertlger ".
-Once .again’a classroom s1tuat10n iy ‘never presented 1n 1ts{
”Paentlrety | i \ _f~>m;7‘l J!f S R

. -

vtaPUSCh sees hlmself in hlS p081t10n as a teacher as

part of a recurreht theme 1n German hlstory"“ﬂls,pedagoglcal
fallure is, therefore.’unav01dable He glves a convenlent '

- summatic; of his dllemma- AR ;,Trf”gJ}j;ﬂ_‘A?; fﬁ.-

*sagte "Dem Lehrer steht glelch welche Schule
e  “~,oder Klasse, welchen Schulhof er betreten w111

5glelch, welcher Elternversammlung er Rede und e
Antwort stehen muss, die Flgur des Lehrers 1m Wege./

’” J

. Lehrer haben an andere Lehrer zu erlnnern "(bb 9%)’

o

As Q@rtrude uepl Kaufmann suc01nctly remarks

' Als Lehreﬂ?steht Starusch unter elnem Rollenzwang
v s Ty
... Man erwartet von ;hm grundsatzllch dlez'

Vermlttlung vernunftlger Verhaltensweisén‘f Auch

‘hier ergibt sich d1e hlstorlsche Abfolge des 1mmer“m
glelchen Zustandes . Starusch steht im ZW1espa15

‘zw1sdﬁen dem, was er selbst erfahren hat und’ selbst
1st, und dem, was er zu vermltteln hat 6l

ThlS teacher even. 1mag1nes that he and hls dentlst rule

, Nl
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:“the world where there are no more rellglons or' 1deologies,,‘
;fonly hyglene and enllghtenment ‘ There 1s the deslre to
"change 3001ety by eduoatlng the young »Educatlon; then. isfh"°

@

v1ewed as a preventlve medlclne.‘ At the same tlme we can'
recognlse the potentlal of art to prov1de therapy for man.
Starusch has no qualms about adv151ng Scherbaum to. put pen
~to paper and wrlte poetry agaln as'well as to become the “:?d
- editor of the school newspaper Thus art here embodles a
pedagoglcal 1nfluence to Wthh Starusch 1s in practlce unable:
_to submlt hlmself completely But we should note that "in flj_w

'belng a schoolteacher Starusch lS only marglnally an artlst.

-.a representatlve of the 1mag1nat10n, as he notes, moreover.

" ~both schoolteachers and dentlsts suffer from a common lack

.ofiliterary models.'ﬂ65 'Hls emotlons and common sense remain
.at'odds,’whilst thef;atter has the-upper‘hand‘i;Qommenting
“on the theatrical performance of Qajgr (1969) which is in
'fact the dramatic version of the second part of the novel.

. g
B Grass made the follow1ng remarks about the character of

Starusch
o ﬁas wﬂrdeaich nicht, sagen,'dass er passiv'isf
Selne Mogllchkelten sind beschrankt, von vornhereln‘
auch durch 1hn selbst beschrénkt Das ist e1n L
N Mann: der trotz seiner Schwankungen. des Schwankens

‘zwischen der Scherbaum Pos1t10n und der des ;
’ Zahnarztes, am Ende 1mmer d1e P051tlon der

Vernunft der Erklarung elnnlmmt. auch scheltert,
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- immer wieder, aber diese Position verl¥sst er .

nlcht 66£

)

| Occas;onally Starusch can release hlS feellngs.'such as ;;1

‘:w;when he slaﬁ>b Irmgard Selfert across the face to brlng her f

'ai back to present reallty Thls novel makes 1t perfectly clearf}?
- that the protagonlst is fac1ng a conflict between hlS outer
'ffappearance as a pedagogue and hlS 1nner personallty Aslhas -
i'been mentloned 1n hIS fantas1es Starusch sees hlmself as an
_:aetlve:man .even to the extent of commlttlng murder'

e ‘..:ThlS Surrogate v1olence is capable of subllmatlng

7l‘l?g"frustratlons‘ StaruSch s, teleVI51on murders. gross
- ..though they may be, are palnklllers... Slnce hlS

fpv 1at10ns bY murder are progre031vely coupled
,w1th remedlal efforts 1n his real llfe._he achleves

a degree of therapyIé?V T

jnge at one tlme Suggests to Scherbaum that he w1ll burn the

zidog, Wthh 1s presumably a delaylné tactlc rather than an’

4actual 1ntentlon ~.The reader cou}d crltlcise Starusch s'

' behavlour for maklng what 1s actually a s001al problem the

ruse of Napalm 1n Vletnam, 1nto a personal one

| .er degradlert damlt dle polltlsche Frage zum< .
d;ikglvr;'" Generatlonskonflikt Er behandelt Scherbaum als -

- o resultlere sein Problem aus der Pubertatskrlse
Damlt wird, dle Protestbewegung 1nfant111s1ert und

e 1hre polltlsche Tendenz neglert Aus dlesem |

Grunde hat Starusch se'inem Schuler kekne andere



;'yf ,‘Alternativedaiszesignation“und7Integration‘zu;

bieten | .

Scherbaum s declslon hot to proceed w1th the deed 1s not.
‘\however, due to the teacher s adv1ce and hls threats of
_g01ng to the polloe.. He. reallses that he could turn out to
'h_be llke Starusch. 1f'1ater ln llfe he always dwelt on the
f;reCOllectlon of thls one v1olent actlon At the same tlme
" he recognlses “the extent to whloh Irmgard Selfert and hlS
'fglrlfrlend Vero Lewand 'have glorlfled and therefore.
\:mlsunderstood hlS planned 1ntentlons Ultlmately he makes
'lboth teachers respon31ble for hls fallure ‘

L ': Irmgard Se1fert has more of a’ psychologlcal
problem than Qtarusch _ She, too. is forty years old and
;teaches German and hlstory as. well as music to Starhsch g

‘ Aclass Who rlckname her"Archangel' due to her manner of
isoeaklng She is also proneito using rellglous 1anguage

‘ QBoth teachers are trylng to come to terms w1th the past

', Irmgard Selfert however, 'is obsessed with the gullt she
feels for her-past’actions At the age of seventeen she was .

‘ya member of 'The League of German Glrls,' tralnlng thlrteen

;‘and f‘ourteen year old- boys to use bazookas. Her memorles'

~are reawakened when she dlSCOVGrS letters whlch she had ' R

1wr1tten to her famlly durlng the perlod of Nazi rule All
she can now feel is abhorrence, espe01ally due. to the fact

that she had denounced a farmer tw1ce to the authorltles

'She is qg}perate to flnd some sort of redemptlon Whllst



w.otarusoh tends to reason fhlngs out, she w111 continue to
drpue she dellghts 1n watchlng her exotlc fish eat one_
another. At flr t she adv1ses Starusch to report Scherbaum
‘J'to the pollce but then she sees h1s plan as a form of
.sacrlflce and thus awalts a cleans1ng of her 81ns by the
younger generatlon-" ; "‘ A : | | | |
' Obsessed w1th the gesture of protest, she
'categorlcally denles the present and awalts the -
”kapocalypse She encourages Scherbaum in his
fmlhtentlons, endow1ng them with chlllastlc
j51gn1flcance Her worshlp of violence even
' becomes aesthetlcs w1th her.69' l“\\ =

/

‘nf ary'mlnute she could partlclpate in a protest movement

. Her past is always present ~Starusch attemots to glve some

'pr”pC”tJVQ on ner preoccupation. w1th the past /

| 'ruWaS'lmmer‘unseubers Berufllche hinaus einander

;tnlcht néherkommen lasst, elnlg s1nd w1r uns 1n der
“fBeurtellung der Jungsten deutschen Geschlehte und

lfhfh” ‘X”';1hrer Auswirkungen bis in unsere Tage hlneln“
‘:1c9 mehr Zynlsch abgebruhter, Irmgard Selfert

: , ,nelgt zum Protest (&b, 41) .

The very fact that Irmgard did partlclpate 1n the Nazi

'1atr001t1es should make her capable of preventlng others

from d01ng the same in’ the future Starusch,trles to draw

" her: attentlon to thls ' "; ; ‘ A“’_;w a ,. ‘ | '

'"Ihre schuldhafte Verstrlckung sollte Ihnen heute

- .
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~die Kraft geben, junge Menschen, die ihr Wachsehdes
Misstrauen noch.nicht'formulierendkbnnen;ybehufsam"
2y leiten.” (86b.102) |

Starusch is adept- at glVlng adv1ce, that 1s after all.

Whls JOb ‘but. whether he reallses that he' hlmself 1s ina .

f%1n1lar situation to that of Irmgard Selfert.nls another'

matter.. Just as his OWn‘;rue feellngs have been numbed by

-_»the demands of 5001ety, so Scherbaum's concepto of reallty

: are in danger of belng erased by education:

Auch r:'“her'bclum'wird'zu einem Stehehden ewasser

ot

Da ihn dle Welt schmerzt, geben wir uns dlé MUhe,v -

lhn ortllch zu betiuben. (bb .155)

‘@ his’ teac)er refuses .to deal with the issue at ctake. namely '

Vietnam. ~We never hear hlm dlsouss the problems there w1th o

~hig class. ~He car cone only with hlstorlcal factc

rurthermore. he compares Scherbaum s behav1our w1th his own .

" at that age and thus draws his conclus1ons We see hlmf'"‘

"spehdlng more tlme with his puplls out51de of the‘claeéroom

than'inside He will drlnk beer with Scherbaum and Vero- .

eat cake at the café Kemplnskl w1th Vero; offer hls couch

as a bed to Scherbaum, drlnk tea with hlm at hlS home, watchvf

fllms with these “two puplls Hls rapport w1th the pupllS,

1f we take. Vero and Scherbaum to be representatlve of the

-class. is good .70 There are no status barrlers. no

1nh1b1tlons about speaklng one s mlnd The teacher here doeg

fnot 1mplement a very authorltlve v01oe - His approach is one
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' wofu Irleodly truce. Eva Hoesch hae come to .a similar .
conclu81on due to Starusch s concern for Scherbaum 3 well--.
being and the poss1b111ty that hlS pupll mlght become a
t‘sacrlflclal victim: |
Dlese Sorge macht das zarte, wenn' auch nacK/aussen
dlstan21erte Verhaltnls ZW1schen Lehrer und Schuler
aus.f.wobel Scherbaum. der zbgert, selnen Plan 1n
dle Tat umzusetzen. sich aufmerksam und skeptlsch
zelgt .+ Er IASst sslnem Lehrer gutmutlg, manchmal
auch- gutmﬂtlg Uberhebllch reden und behandelt 1hn
‘mlt Nach31cht. Es. besteht elne Wechselbez1ehung
zwischeh'Lehrer und Schttler: nicht nur der Lehrer
.ist'der Helfende, sondern auch der Schﬂler ertellt
_ in selner saloppen Art Rat 71 _,v'“‘,. - f’ S
Tt # duC to thie attltude ov'the part of the teac}er,
however, that the problems do arise. . The adult who is
supposed to have overcome the genefatlon'gap. flnds that -
the teacher possesses llttle 1nfluence over hlS puplls ‘He
vre31gns hlmself to- a pESSlmlSth future | |
- ‘V"Denn was, Doktor. und w1ev1el kbnnen wir aus der
Geschlchte lernen° - Nlchts kbnnen wir lernen.
Es glbt kelnen Fortschritt, allehfalls Spuren °
im Schnee. (6b.52)72 o | |
It 1s temptlng. when readlng a novel 1n the first perSOn,

to belleve that the narrator and the author .are one and the

same ThlS is not always the case The:author; however, -

~



cannot av01d portraylng a number of hls owh vieys and
fattltudes in the narrator. Grass would not«dehy‘such an

,oplnlon. In an:interview in 13&9 entitled Ich und meine

Rollen, Starusch IS charaoter is shown to be akin to Grass'

- own’ personallty. The authop:,;hough, would like us to

gy : .
believe that he i's le: refigﬁﬁﬁ than Starusch: .

- RS .

- Allein schon vom Alter, vom Jahrgang und von den:
Erféhrungen her, blelben Starusch und mir, ... als
Leute, die auf Vernunft und Aufklarung setzen,ﬂ
) nlchts anééres,ﬂbr1g.~als den Versuch zu unternehmeﬁ.‘
Erfahfﬁﬁgen'zu Ubermltteln.f Es mag v1ellelcht
" -beiden b9wﬁsst'Sein.-dass7es¢sehr"schwer ist,

:ﬁ-ahrungen zu Ubermittein, Sie lernen das auch

]

Kennen StaruschA; ‘Beiném_BéreiCh als Lehrer; ich

-oft genug im Ber der Politik E° lJt schwer,
oft nahezu unmbglich, Jungeren Erfahrungen 2u

| Ubermltteln " Der Unterschled 1st v1ellelcht der,

,dass ein Mann_w;e Staruséh s0 wie 1ch ihn

: géschiidert habé‘ Y sehr rasch zur Re51gnat10n,
zu elner Art Wehleldlgkelt neigt, dass ich .-
g allenfalls versuche. Slsyphusarbelt eines Lehrers
“Zv_auch 1ronlsch zu sehen 73 | '

Starusch 5 1nterest and concern for his. pupll is made

vobv10us in this work. - He 1s pedantlc in flndlng a’ pragmatlc

solut iomn, searchlng for all poss1ble ways of d ssuadlng/

Scherbaum:"Der Lehrer ist nmicht der auf- seine Autorltat
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pochende Tyrann, sondern dcr Beratende, sich um seinen -

" Schller Sorgenﬁe."?y What he'aqoids. however, as a teachér.

'writerkgﬁd fiancé, 1s fac1ng and coping with t?: trauma of

presentwday reallty " He flnds it all too easy to hide behind

~the mask of the teacher and thuys endure the paln of 1ndeclslon._

".Paul Konrad Kurz comments on ‘the actuality of the narrative's

4

theme 1n the follow1ng ‘way.

j'elnenfganzen Gesellsch £t 1rd den Pidagogen
: gg

GUnter Grass hat ein Thema und Flguren der
T -

Gqsellschaft‘heute dargestellt, mit deren

Vefhandlﬁpg/@ir noch lange nicht am Ende sind.

e

od‘?BewAltigﬁng' keing‘SpUr. Erst Spuren von
Erihﬁerdhg‘ Von' Hamburg bis Mﬂnchen treten heute
bundesOrts verun31cherte Padagogen Jugendllchen
Ideallsten gegenuber Junge Menschen, dle 'dagegen

sind und 1rgendwas mac hexn wollen Der Konfllkt




- Human history becomes
®  more 'and more a race
between education

and catastrophe.'

-

I'4

H.G. Wells . L

" The Outline of H1story
) Ty A
J ‘ j\m;v

Chapter Three:.Pedagogical Politics

A° was mentloned at the close of the previous chapter.

autnor and narrator have a tendency to @Q@re the same outlook

and oplnlons In Aus dem Tagebuch elnetgﬁghnecke (1972) the '

;

author and the narrator are one e same. The year 1s N

E 1909 and the author 1s talking to hlS four chlldren about

~ ” v

_hlc tour through West Gbrmany on an electlon campalgn for

the 5001a1 Democratrc PartJ, the SPD. Interwoven 1n.o thes

,:autoblographlcal features ils the story of Hermann Ott.
"teacher of Jew1sh chlldren in Dan21g durlng the rise an |
-spread of Natlonal Socxallst power Grass closes the novel
w1th a lecture he gave in Nurnberg durlng the 1971 Albrecht
DUrer celebratlons Due to 1ts many themes whlch appear on
varlous tlme levels. Aus dem Tagebuch elner Schpecke is notg

Y
a stralghtforward book to read, as Grass explaln%z'

-

Aus dem Tagebuch einer Schnecke. e | e

So sollte mein Buch»he;ssen. 1n dem 1ch meinen
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und anderen'Kindern dire Gesthichte der Dgnziger
. L /. . . ; SRR

- Synagogengemeinde erz#hlen wollte, durchbrachen
- ; o
von den Alltaglichkeiten des Wahlkampfes, verwoben @

mit der Wechselb821ehung von Melancholle und

FE

~Utopie, uberdacht vom Prlnzlp Zweifel. 76
~PFor the purpose of - thls study we need only concern ourselves
eW1th the teacher, Hermann ott, also known as 'Zweifel,' and

h}e 81gn1flcance for. the work as a whole

A pramarlly flctlonal character Hermann. Ott is partly
B

modelled on thw-West German llterary critic, Marcel Relch—

A

Ranlckl His first name, Hermann. is taken from “the flgure
*r

of Dr. Hermann Glaser,'a town coun01llor for cultura1 affalrs

v

4‘

in 1 Qanberg who 1nv1ted Grass 1n 1969 to glve A lecture as
‘part of the Albrecht Durer celebratlons in 1971 0tt is also
_‘nlcvﬂamed 'Zwelfel' because of h1s sceptlcal nature and hls
?pcontlnual use of the verb bezwelreln,'°whenever he makes a
’fstatement We cannot be: certaln, elther. bout Ott's
appearance, 51nce Grass gives his chlldren and - the readegs
‘»varlousd;engthy suggestions. Invﬁhe end-it really depends

5 ’ e .
on onrvownrlmaglnatlon and how we would like to see this .
character: . A

Steilt éuch Zwelfel als Jemand vor, an dem alles

4

Schlef Waf d;e rechte Schulter hlngQ das rechtel

Ohr stand ab o ;f ﬁ? T?Vf' fwg
Oder -~ Klnder —;Stellt euch Zweifel uberhaupt nicht

VQ “Er bestand Ja aus Wlderspruchen, sah’ nlemals

W .
e



-

eindeutig aus...

U . P

v : - ‘ e e ‘
Stellt euch Zweifel beliebingor. Sagt: von streng -

asketischer Bl#sse. Sagt:’ Ecklg verschlossen.
Sagt Baurlsch gesund. jSagt;fUnauffalllg.
4,1(Tgb.22-23)?7 B “

that thls is a flctltlggs flgure whose blography and behaVIOUP

;r
is qnly intended to serve ar purpose, namely to eXplaln to

Chlldren flrstly, the treatment of JerSh families in Danzig

durlng the 1930s and secondly, the nature of politics through

-

}@the symbol of the snall Thus, in both cases, the chlldren

flare able to relate to the traumatlc events and galn some

”fcomprehens1on of what thelr father is writing about in the

realm of social and polltlcal/reforms Without dOubt the

Tather is using any pedagogt“al dev1ce posslblc to put acr0°°»

his,point of view. This educatlonal aspect Will be eypanded

upon in the conclusion. . gf
/' l 'I"If’

ror the mement we need to COnSlder Hermann Ott and hls

L ! e

pedagoglcal role. At flrst glance we might thlnk that it is-
/

strange for a German to _be teechlng German and blology, an
R /

~

unUSual combination 1n 1tsplf at a private Jewish grammar o N

school and later at a Jew%sh prlmary school. He quite
clearly has no bellef in any partlcular rellglon, be ft

JeW1shmor Orthodox This does not make Ott s POSlthn 1n

e

the school very favourable

Zweifel, wie Hermann Ott auch in derdelkéscnule

.

is uncertainty about Ott's appearance already 1ndlcates

A
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4 ' genannt wurde , Versuchme;vé;m Strelt zWlérhen
o Zlonlstentund 0Tth0d0xen auszuwelchen... We1l
| Zweifel weder die natlonalen Argumente noch die
r " passive Ergebenhelt der orthodoxen Juden guthelssen
. wollte. galt er seinem Schuler als lau wenn nlcht |
'felge (Tgb. 96) ' :
" His ‘reasons for. teaching at Jewish schools are not explicitly
eyplalned other than that the author cannot 1maglne this
'flgure at a dlfferent educatlonal, StabllShment ln other‘
»words.‘the character of Ott‘ls fulfllllng "the Creat1Ve needs
of the writer, hence Grass can always present the reader
with two 81des of the perSOnallty wthh typlfleaﬁhls nlckname.
One drltlc. heltr hlles, has lnterprEted GraSS Ch01ce of
teacher in this work ;n the fOllow1ng way
Doubt is an unllkely Candldate for the teachlng
staff at the Rosenbaum schoOl and it is th;z very
'UNSUItablllty Wthh COmpels Grass to :appoimt hlm,
1ntroduce him to the schoOlv and JUStlfy his
’s’presence there TO Oonv1nce the reader Of Doubt'
fltness forvhls teaChlng po§t GraSS has to answer
%§$1,’ many questlons about his character. haS to stlll
’ ‘N“fthe doubt in the audlence 78 _ - |
. The. congrlvance of thlS flgure lS further empha81sed by
.the fact that Grass 1nforms us that the founder of the Jewish
tgrammar school, %uth Rosenbaum. could hot recalls the presence
of this PEdagnge Grass does actually meet Ruth Rosenbaum .
'l |
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dublng his, trlp to- Israel 1m November 1971 When he is ﬁble

tQ gather 1nformat10n about thls schOO1 and its puplls He

N

CII‘aws excerpts from the dlarles of varlous Pupils and

| t@achers and uses newspaper reports, afflGHV1ts and other

dgOuments wh&ch he Places in brackets throughout the i \
.harratlve Ruth Rosenbaum hag been unable to find a posl§ion
ag a teacher 1n the Danzig schools. thus in the beglnnlng”

\\

3
S
&

"She gave prlvate lessorns to elght Jewish Chlldren in her
*ather's nouse. At 'the age of twenty-Six She became the 'y
headmlstress of her own School Wthh was named ‘after her.

In the midst of rising Nagzi power the schoo] ; managed to stay
_ ben from 193“ to the spring of 1939. By lnterv1ew1ng the,
i\Qimder of thls SChOOl in '1971 GraSS WaS able to tranSfer
the past problems Of the Jews in Danzlg tO_ihe present day,
B erebj 1end1ng V¢u ertlnge more relevance Qgé at- the same

tlme satlsfylng his ever- curlous chlldren

According to Ruth Rosenbaum polltlcs dld not pervade

- hls Jew1sh school, which allowed fOT the fact that there

Qre a number of non-Jewish teachers. HenCe the author
°uld 1nclude a non- POllt;cal non—ld€°1°glca1 man; such as
HQl‘mann Ott, in this teachlng corpus /
| Die POlltlk blleb draussen- MEih'Vater schirmte

uns ab. er waren ja als padagogEn in ginstiger
'fLage. konnten experlmentleren und endllch mlt der
_Schulreform beglnnen,\ Zum BEISplel fuhrte 1ch den

,Werkunterrlcht ein. Zwlschen Haupt- und Neben-'

P
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e fachern machten'wzr kElnEn Unterschled (Tgb 35)
Even after the pogroms of the 'Relchskrlstallnacht' in- Dan21g
on the.- 12th and 13th of November 1938, where there were mass :
arrests and synagogues were belng set alight, Ruth Rosenbaum |
continued to teach. The number of pupils, however, began to
decrease rapidly, as the Jews 1d’Danzig consmdered emlgration
to be of hlghest prlorlty Durlng the nlghts and days of
»terror wthh followed: some flfteen hundred Jews had’ fled oVer
.the Polish border. 1In March, 1939, 0tt helped transport over
five hundred emigratinngews. amongst them some of his Pupils.:
Due to the enormous reduction of Jews in Danzig, the Rosenbaum
school was forced—to close. Only thirt&—si{ﬁpupiisﬁrenained .
out of over two hundred, and more were in the procesaﬁbf i
leaving. Ruth Rosenbaum left for France and after the* Second'-
World War.'emrgrated to Israel Using hlS flctltlous flgdrc. b
‘'of Hermann 0tt, Grass allows the educatlon ‘of a handful of -’
Jewish ch1ldren “to contlnuef 51nce Ott was glVlng 1essons in.
his home. By August 19 9" he had helped most of "the chlldren”
from the Rosenbaum schod@ﬁto 1eave Dan21g The Jew;sh exodus’
conptinued until October/November, 1 941.dghen the Nazis'

- etopped'their emigration For a whlle Ott taught at the
Samuel Echt primary school untll the outbreak of war. when

»u"

there Wwas no other Optlon for‘thls teacher than to’ ‘seek refuge.
mThls‘de01s1on was brought about by the fact, that he was _
Mattacked by\a group of Hitler yOuths from another school and
thereafter queStloned and beaten by the pOllCe "2we1fel hatte

lkgln Ziel, aber ausrelchend Angst" (Tgb 107) o0
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, Whllst Ott S~pedagog1cal pursults appear to come to.an
ﬁabrupt end, he dods malntaln his pedagogical 1nfluence as he
'remalns hldden 1n a- cellar belonglng to- the, b;cycle repalrer,
Anton Stomma Ott transforms the cellar Lnto & classroom, ~
j,teachlng Anton Stomma how to wrlte but not ﬁﬁ r&ﬁﬁ » and ,..'v

~

;epa551ng the tlme by 1nveht1ng storles and. plays to enfsitaln a
- ¢ .o" . %, y

hlS host and h1s daughter. Lleeth

Wahrend 224 WOchen bder an 1568 Tagen hat Zwelfel.,

\

besonders an 1angen Wlnterabenden. bew1esen. w1ev1el
nussgrosses Wlssen ein Lehrer gespelchert mlt s1ch
b}

tragt. und sei es als Fluchtgepack (Tgb. 128)4 '

: lee Eberhard Starusch in brtllch betaubt Ott dlscovers B

- that hls 1mag1natlon prov1des h1m with a source of comfort
" He, too, ha's h1s problems when it comes to 1ove relatlonshlps, -
forgettiﬁg'to leave the role of the teacher at cchool He is _}
tW1ce engaged durlng th years as -a student in Berlln flrstly,n
to an artist whose love of cats proved too much for hlm,
‘secondly, to a. barmald who lost all her appeal out51de of her_i
JOb Grass remark abdut Ott's flckleness is 1nd1cat1ve of
'jhou tarusch had trled to teach h1s flrst flancee to sult hls
.way of llfe V.; : -p,", ~jv o ;’ — »"A_ _f_ 'fi
ffd” h fj:viellelcht war es aber auch so, dass Zwelfel bElde
Madchen durch allzu SChopenhauerhafte Belehrung 8
‘ sauer werden llESS. wie ‘Jja auch Drautzburg wenlg
Gegehllebe f13§ﬁ§. Sobald er se1n scholaStlsches

Studentenfutter alS HauPtgerlcht auftlschﬁ ~ Die ..



Liebe mag das nlcht‘inach Vokabeln abgefragt
| ”3f.werden' (Tgb 58) 5re' o "h*.i f51 '
’ngs a Junlor teacher at the Kronprlnz wllhelm grammar school.
"f Ott became engaged7to the daughter of a’ crane operator.‘e*

. KUeruhn. who was a fervent Na21 supporter,'and S0’ the L
?n:engagement.was soon broken off when Ott 301ned the Rosenbaumllr
‘schoolteachers. In Aprll 193?. he had another flancée, Erna

f{Dobslaff,'a 1ibrar1an.5 Before h1s search for refuge. Ott :1
threw the engagement rlng away due to Erna sliack of |
:;understandlng of h1s phllosophles. Hldden in the\cellar,
'1Ott cannoteescape the only certaln belief he has, that of
:Tlove. Whlch 1s eventually prov1ded by LlsbethvStomma.v Af
;lflrst however, he rece;ves no response from her. JALl her ;N”
:vlove has been left at the cemetery, where her- son lies. 'ﬁue J
jrto her 1nterest 1n Ott s collectlon of snalls, though. she
.,gradually falls in love w1th the man hlmself Thls tlme Ott
‘ﬁdoes commlt hlmself to marrlage. 31nce Llsbeth becomes .
ﬁepregnant In 1947. after spendlng two years searchlng 1n
;jvaln for a partlcular snall Ott 1s puﬁ 1n an asylum. where‘
ihe fbmalns speechless for twelve years.; At the end of the
lU195Os fully recuperated he 1eaves together w1th h1s w1fe
}hand son for Wes¢ Germany, where even in the 1970s he stlll
:;glves lectures on the medleval symbollsm of snalls, ‘
Clechtenberg and the French Revolutlon o “"Q"

Throughout h;s llfe:that natural 1nst1nct to learn and

'QTQaCh remaln part Of Ott -hﬂitﬂﬁh?%h_ ﬁHls 1nterest in snalls |

fand the fact that he,‘

S S

fdlary, provmde the
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~novel w1th 1ts tltle-- As a chlld he had. collected snalls o

S 67 -

and, after studylng blOngy and philosophy., hlS CurlOSlty

~ for these creatures became far more 81gn1ficant. He was able

, goal

to aSSOClate phllOSOPhlcal terms w1th the behav1our of Snalls
and wrlte about totalltarlanlsm under Hltler and Stalln.,‘

-entltllng the artlcle‘“Vom Bewusstseln der SChneCken = oder

,,w1e Hegel uberholt werden wlrd “ As was mentloned above, the

snalls play an 1mportant role 1n the cellar scene° by creatlngf'
the bondlng factor between Ott and Llsbeth A ThlS teacher was 3;
cager to learh more about the behav10ura1 patterns of the :
snalls. flndlng proof of stasls 1n progress. melanchcly 1n'hd
utopla l The Snall 1ndlcates that there is a mlddle way to.
be ;ouhd between two.. extremes as long as there 1s no’ deflnlte
e R ‘ _ o

uav1ns created a pedagoglcai flgure wkio couﬂd bcb
assoc1ated w1th the. Jews by dlnt of hlS profeselon and who,;]-

was obsessed w1th Snalls to the advantage of hlS phllosophy tw.

of llfe,vGrass was able to prov1de hls chlldren w1th tanglble

i 1nformatlon and explaln the difflcultles faced by the Jews.

; Both Ott and Grass have a 81m11ar outlook on llfe.‘whlch is,

hardly surpr1s1ng, slnce the author is, after all trv1ng to’;;
- put- across hlS vlews through the medlum of flctlon and - |
plctures Grass even goes to the extent of calllng hlmself
the human snall,: 1ways wary and patlent, ch0051ng a. | |
,compromlse between black and whlte 1ndlcat1ve of gradual'

reform Hence he says that he 1s a rev181on1°t As Eva .

."»-



Hoesch explains: © - S .}‘
Er bezéichnet.sichvals_Revisionist. da alles |
';Bestehende der permanenﬁen Re:isicn bedarf ]Lf
Grund dleser selner Dgfloltlon de's’ R“V1510hismus
w1ll er seine Halfung gepenﬂber den Radlkalen
fi'verstanden w1ssen-' Er bedauert und' beIAChelt 31e.
denen Reformen ZuU langsam verlaufen, und warnt .vor
.der Spekulatlon linker wie rechter Reakt10nére.79 |
'. lee ‘the sna11 retreatlng into 1ts shell at the flrst
‘sign of danger, the author retreats 1nto his prlvate life
.out of the publlc llmellght.~ He can flnd solace 1n hlS own
wrltlngs. Thus we see both the realm of polltlcs and‘
| aesthetics as well as the past and'present belng 1nterllnked
.by the snail- llke approach of the wr;ter.o Moreover, the‘
’attltude of thls pedag0c1ca1 flgure of the past 1s stlll
relevant in the present,, Grass,. the wrlter, adopts a
.pedagoglcal stance HlS fatherly concern for hl° chlldren
is made obv1ous throughout the ‘work: | | .’
'Das werdet 1hr lernen Klnder I;h’bltte euch.
zartllch 2u ﬂ;n uﬁd geduldlg zZu . blelben ’*Und
_lasst nlchts aué Seld glerig nach neuen GeTUhlen.
_ISucht lmmer andere Stellen Werdet gesattlgt
~_n1cht satt Lernt von\der Schnecke, nehmt Zelt

 nig,

(Tgb 215)

This %% ls more than Just ar educatlon for Grass

) ;0 g . :
B - ) - Q N .
children"ﬁﬁts educatlonal 1mpulses are almed dlrectly at.

1
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the reader, at society as a wnole. 'Grass is explainingbthe“
intricacies of politics on behalf of 3001al democracy, whilst

‘uspendlng seven months on the road In ortllch betdubt we

-_learnt of Starusch's belief in common sense and reason as

opposed to lrratlonal acts of v1olence, in Aus dem Tagebuch

elner Schnecke the author’ clearly advocates -the same p01nt of
"v1ew.. For Grass . the ‘snail represents progress ‘as 1t should -

" be: slow but sure.t Gradual. evolutlonary change is hlgh-
llphted by Optlng for the mlddle way in pOllth° and 3001ety.,
Whilst tourlng Mest Germany on the electlon campalgn 1n 1969.
%Grass found hlmself fac1ng aggre531ve student and_angered
iteachers who felt betrayed :

- Uberall wolren sie vor dem elgenen anderer Leutc
lBewusstseln verandern 'zugutbehauste Sbhne, die
cvom I‘roletar’l’“‘ wie von einer “"ar‘le er":c_bmnunt,-

,.schwarmen,‘an 31ch verbltterte Padagogen, denen'
5 €1& Scruss'Marx1smus das 1deallstlsche SUppchen
-verléngern muss; hohere Tochter‘auf der Suchernachj
einem so 11nken wie exklus1ven Tennlsklub..;(Tgb 40) -

"'t Professor Hartmut von Hentlg is another advocate of
tolerance durlng the interruptions by students in campalgn ‘
speecnes | Nhllst speaklng on the electloneerlng stand on the:

;19th of July, 1969 Manfred Augst a pharmac1st, admltted that-s
"he had been a Nazi supporter in ‘order to catch the attentlon

of the rlotous students. Immediately afterwards,;however, he

commltted su1c1oe oraSS’presents'us with the figureybf'Augst



20.
‘as a gedhterpart tonHerﬁaﬁn Ott. ‘After his suicide Grass
visits Augst's w1fe ‘and four children to discover that w1th1n
the family. circle recolleetlons of the past dlffer between
the mother and her three sons” §s well as between the brothers: B
. Freundllch belehrend gehen sie mltelnander undgd. betont:
frﬂhverantwortllch mit der Mutter um. Alle drelv:
 ‘f T sehen.,erklaren. vergessen und,peurtellen iﬁfénfe
N Vater anders.’oft gegensatzlich‘ Auch korrigleren
‘sle die Erlnnerungen der Mutter aus drel Eckeh
‘ ‘:eraus. wie Trau Augst dle bestatlgende Hilfe des‘
einen odef anderen Sohnes sucht, wenn sie das

Vaterbild des altesten Sohnes im gestrengen Detail

‘ andern mdchte. (Teb. 181)

»

For Augst. unllke for0tt and Grass. thefe were ﬁo compromlses,
to be made . ue could see no grey‘area of sceptlclsw in life.
| Fverythlng was elther black or white. Yet he was 1ncapable
- of. endurlng paln and the state of depress10n he was contlnually
in. - Hence he took hlS own llfe the only one act_of v1élence
' he eommltted -in llfe . ‘fttlj ; » ) "\?"
‘ : Grass advocates, in hlS 1ecture on Albrecht Durer s copper
carv1ng of Nelanceiza~l ch0051ng the mlddle way between
'melancholy and utopla. thereby avomdlng states of depres51on
‘ on_epphor1a. ‘His concludlng statement has its educatlve .
.uhdertones-for‘bothntpegaydlence and'the‘reader:

Nur wer'deantillstahd imfFortschritt_kennt-und

achtet, wer'SQheh,einmal,IWer\mehrmals'aufgegeben



hat, wer schon auf dem leeren Schneckenhaus gesessen
G und die Schat@enselte der Utople bewohnt hat kann“
v» Fortschrltt ermessen. (Tgb 264) | | v
. Grass' somewhat. pe581mlstlc v1ews are, thus, always
present in his works.‘ lee H G Wells in his motto .at the
utart of the’ chapter he foresees the dangers of speed and
‘,carelassnevs both~1n.pollt1cal and socxal reform; Whilst he:ﬂ‘
1s keen to portray the flgure of Ott for 1ts flctlonal ‘
A 1fqnct10n.,Grass eal;stlc concern for the proper,educatlon_r
'of his children is alsoeevident Thus we hear hlm warnlng
is eldest son. Franz. about his attendance at the flrst

'GesamtSchule in- West Berlln in 1969;"Dle Gesamtschule 1st

eln'versuch, pass auf Franz, dass er gluckt'" (Tgb.ZQl)_g
. . . - o
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" Chapter Four: Today's Teachers ' . ey

Grass latest novel to date, fgpfgeburten—oder die

. Deutschen sterben aus, leaves the s1gn1ficance of Danzlg

?and National SOClallsm far behlnd For the first time the

,'author looks to ‘the future and no longer locallses his ko
. ‘h' ', !
narratlve rnhe 19603 are the furthest chk we, go in, trme.

"-China 1s the furthest land to whlch we travel. Grass 1nform@

AU

- the Leader of Yis new. concerns . ﬂff_f}

"

geh&rt nlcht Grosse dazu. sich aus der R .

v:’. 4; ) 5.

Geschlchte ZU nehmen. dem Zuwachs zu entraten uhd

!;" ,,.3

nur noch Lehrstoff fur Jungere Vblker zu selné ;,;

| »

~ Da dlese Spekulatlon langleblg zZu sein ve?sprleht.

ist sie mir Thema geworden (Kg 9) {

As in Aus dem Tagebuch elner Schnecke there is no

narrator-l. only the author-1I. ; Here. He writes in 1979 aboux
‘:‘hls recent trip to As1a, visiting the Goethe Instltutes of

Indla and China. Through the flgures of two marrled teachers.‘
-iHarm and Dbrte Peters, Grass reflects his own concerns about

' :over populatlon in the Third World countrles and under—

el
4
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‘.populatlon in West Germany as well as: other contemporary

I

'1ssues such as nuclear energy’ and atomlc waste dJSposal. -
It is the 1nteractlon of thls couple which provides the maln‘
strand of thlS structurally complex work. Qrass réfers to ‘
the approachlng eﬁghtles by imagining that these two teachers
will also go on a’ trlp to Indla in 1980 and come across-
';s1m11ar dlfflcultles and worrles.' Thus. Grass rellveS‘%def'

N

-polltlcal and sociﬁl COncerns through the medium of hls

4ﬁ,f1ct1tloUs flgures.. We note.-too. that the year 1980 will h'b

_vbring\another electlon campalgn for a new chancellor of WestA{'
Cermany VW1thoﬁt doubt. the author 1ntends a subtle 1nfluence

Qﬂon his, readers and thelr future declsions in the polltlcal ‘
are.a. tf‘z . | -. ;;-_\_ ‘:; ff“;' o

:throughoat the wory ‘we' contlnually sw1tch frum theb

agthort_} trlp to the Far East ‘his inte est in making a

f fllr whlcn stars thls pedagoglcal cqyple. to the attltudes of

- this palr of teachers towards global and local concerns and

. '
- their JOdrney “to Indla,anngali.; The themes interweave both -

v

dn the structure and the %ime levels. Since we are concerned

primarlly with the teachers for this study,‘we need to

unravel their story from *he rest ‘of the work Thig 1s not
ﬂ

a stralghtforward process, since these teachers are the

';author s 1dea; hls"Kopfgeburt, his braln—%hlldren.a He can,
¢therefore. change the narrative acco ng to his whim. As

1n the case of Hermann Ott, these pedagoglcal ;igures are

~

© being manlpulated to portray the aut or's own. doubts and o

~
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anXieties The reader is meant to learn from thel‘

/Thelr pedagoglcal profes51on is indicative o; thelra_p‘gi.éd

e
/

Lo
‘ 1ntellect Above all Harm and Ddrte Peters represent a
post war genera ion who partook of the student protests in
| N

the 19605 and now hold positions of respon51b11ty Acoordlng

? .

to Grass these pedagogues coxld occur anywhere and at any

- Ay
.. timey 51nce they are flgmeﬁts ‘of the 1mag1nat10n and,

B
.

‘f;therefore. exemplary-
- Denn austauschbar s1nd sie alle. Unsere Koﬁplexe,;.

4 f

“"Neurosen 51nd Serlenprodukte .+ Lehrer wie Harm -

©

- _ und Dorte glbt es’ 1n Jeder Krelsstadt (Kg 61)

E

“"Harm and Dorte are representatlve of. middle- class

) 1ntellectual° who perform the role of‘ylsdom in their °°
. ) e ‘ -
4pos1tlon as teachers of chlldren. These chargéters rhowever,

LY ,(‘r

L oare ot euen factual enough for the author 0 1nforf us about
;thelr appegrancec other than that ‘they both have blond halr.,,j'
“a genuine Holsteln accent and are 1n thelr M1d thlrtles

3“Harm belng born 1n 19&5, Dbrte in 1948 ThlS lack of

-

. 1nformatlon agaln p01nts to theLNuexemplary functlon as well
as the iact that’Grass is’ leav1ng the ch01ce of actors to the
i lm. d;rector Volker Schlondorff,' The author does not w1sh

to“put any restra1nt§ on the type'of ac’ or casted for the

;xproposed fllm~f'* | v

oy .
]

Eln Paar zum Vorzelgen. Eln Paar ‘Zum Verwechseln

[ v(

oo - 1' schbn.~ Eln Paar aus dem gegenwartlgen Bllderbuch

4
[} Y ’

C(Kg.12) SRR ._, Sy T

L .
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This. couple, then, are not to be regarded in te%ms of two
1nd1v1duals At work +at -home, on holiday, they are

v1rtually 1nseparable. Thelr attltudes and behav1our N

W e

complement each other. The reader could not understand the
character of Harﬁ w1thout the presence of Dbrte and v1ce
versa. Through their argumentative dlalogues Grass is able%ﬁ
to portray the fears of West German soc1ety as a whole.'~ .
- Marrled for seven years, both husband". ‘and wife teach
| geography at the Kalser«Karl grammar school" They are both
1anguage teacheﬂs Ha}ﬂ ﬁ%ﬁches Engllsh hlS W1fe French )
For the flrst tilé Gr%&f gpedagoglcal flgureé do not teach
German Thelr subJects 1llustrate far broader cOncerns ‘é
vwhlch no longer suggest the’ eXLStence of elther cultuzal or
hlstorlcal barrlers Harm and Dbrte are 1nterested ;n the
facts and flgures of the world not Just of Genmany- - They
look to “the fu*ure and feel no pangs. whatsoever, of guilt
. or consc1ence about thelr country S past: ’
o "Was habéﬁ denn W1r&dam1¢ zu tun°" schrelt Harm

3 - ﬁf, . # o
A

seine Dbrte ari. "er 31nd nach der Schelsse gebﬂgﬁn.
’Wir haben ganz anderen Mlst zu verantworten. Doch '
" tiberall fragt man uns,’ ob -es be1 uns wieder Na21s‘d
g glbt. Als wﬂrde sich alle Welt das wunschen.”}

. Nein! er haben andere Sorgen... wie . w1r das

hlnkrlegen, die apht21ger Jahre..:" (Kg 670
Grass deplots iy the e flctfgnal flgures thelr @ElV&&E
a

A and polltlcal p;%blems.’

_ylthough‘ﬁhegy 1nterests and concerns
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appear to ze similar, they continualdy differ in views,
‘p;rticula ly over whether they should.or should not have a
baby. . By|making Harm and Dbrte travel to India and come face:.
. to face wlth the over populatlon of the Third World countries,
'1‘ Grass assoc1ates their private dilemma with a global “social
problem It is’ thls aspect which p01nts to the subtitle ‘9

die Deutschen sterben aus. Both teachers are fully aware of,

the pOpulatlon statlstlcs in West\Germany and Asia: an

X

affluent society in. contrast to the poverty and starvation
of mlllrons of people. On‘the“one hand there is the s are
'over Germany's 'Pillenknick' Whichhmeant'androp in thé-birth
rate due to oral contraceptives and resulted in only onemchlld
per famlly rather than the usual two p01nt two; on the other

haﬁﬁ there is the over populatlon in the Thlrd World 'The -

“

lssue of the baby accompanles thls _couple wherever they go .

‘and whatever they do. Reasons such as nuclear energy and
Ve
the posslblllty of Franz Josef Strauss belng elected ‘ ///

'chancellor are perfectly‘sultable deterrents for them Two s

years prev1ously Dorte hadlhad an abortion.which led to both

. of them trylng to resolve the crlsls by v1s1ts to a /

psychlatrlst They both knew the outcome “Harm' s mother @& |

V

» complex and Dorte s. obsession with the memory of her father

were to blame for their 1ndec151on., These results. however,‘

ot

s

"weve Jusf;part of the compllcatedL€§§9é7w1th Whlch these,~ «

teachers were deallng in their private sphere. Grass makes

¥ : v Lk
it clear that both of them are still influenced by the
S . ‘ . f. i . @ C K ' . ) ’
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opinions they held in their student days, when they would -
i‘JOln otﬁer students at a sit-in against such polltlcal

.'(

' matters as*the war’ ‘in’ “Vietnam: '; I Ve

| huSChlleSSllCh gehbrt er (w1e Dbrte auch).elner
Generation an, dle 31ch vor zehn Jahren dem.
Pr1n21p der Verwelgefung verschrleben hatte- den .
vsystemlmmanenten und den sexuellen Zwaﬁgen wollten

' 31e sich ent21ehen...prAgend genug 1st die Phase
des Studentenprotestes gewesen,,um belden den Wort-f
und' Begriffsaufwand 1hrer frﬁben Jahren abrufbar ‘.‘
u halten, als zwelten Aufguss, als Ruckfall als tf

a

USchlagabtausch, wo immer sie stehen oder llegen

s (¥e. 55) oy e E
Thelr dllemma over hav1ng d baby is not solved by the end

‘

of +be ”ovel mhere are alwaye two 51de°fto the 1 3u9w3¢‘3:°“

l,stake and they can find no compromlse , _

Er, vermisst Perspektlven, éle elne Slnngebung

N . k ’
.iallgemeln.ﬁ Ihre Launen, seln nachmlttagllches

Durchhangen (Kg.15) .

- When Harm and D8rte return from Indla, they dlscover that *_;ii

thelr cat has given blrth to klttens. They manage to flnd

a home for one of “the: klttens but Harm has no- con301ence'~,f”

0o

about drownlng the rest. There 1s no room, in thequ

household for bables.Lv : Lo “3~

The conversatlons between husband and’ w1fe appear at

~

times, to bq more of a polltlcal debate than anythlng else.#

e

-
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Durlng thelr return ﬁourney Harm 1s preparlng his electlon
”speeches on behalf of the 8001al Democratic’ Party (SPD)
Dbrte is a fervent mem%er of the Liberal Party (FDP) Each -
';of them is preoccupied w1th hlS or her p01nt of v1ew="Selbst ;
wenn sie nicht mehr mltelnander reden kbnnen, dlskutiereny i

sie noch strlttlge Sachen"(Kg 92) They hardly ever, express\;"R
-the ears by Dorte_and a few tears.l They choose to tour Indla‘
- not S0 much for fhé pleasure of a hollday but to collect |
.wlnformatlon to be used 1n clas3mor on the electlon campaign

- T se tralned teachers are eagei to learn more.‘;::ﬁ; .;fi,;f

| " Ihn 1nteres$1ert das SoZLaieY Von Jedermane will” )

'er den’ Sturaen— oder Woohenlohn W1ssen, sie mbchte

schullsche‘F2£tengin 1hremgTagebuch samme}n (Kg h2)

N02$:Tﬂomas has suggested that thls book 1s'"an essay 1n
_". A c L ‘il )- o . o , g

*‘poll.tlcal eduoatlon" - ‘ Q
UL The«&wo te@hers&gre taughtﬁ'pa GI‘aSS hlmself by
T - e

ggctﬁ1w-"ﬁhWenth1en and thelr eXperlences 1n Asla to ylew _

L~

_Germany and t&e German;'s 1n global tarms' " They are

-7’sub3ected to a process Oﬁ.ﬂfeparatlon Tor the-"f“

’.

,»37:felectlon campalgn so that they in’ their turn may

teach others.QQf}.?; ;;' " 5f‘rif;wjm,wsu. G %gh
It does become ev1dent.ohowever, that Harm S Jhd Dbrte s
; . S
i real concern 1s prlvate Grass. thus. 1nd1cates that thls ‘4

-
«couple are unable to cope w1tn prlvate and publlc concerns_

' at the same tlme.> Thelr pedagoglpal p&%ltlon calls for anﬂ

N

i g I e



Al

" [ 4 W L a .
. ) N . ey . . oo ¥ Saont
. : Do A PR v : . , ca e M
[ L v h o . SN i

R . [ ':' RN T . . ’

awareness of global problems but not for a solutlon trom them-
The cbtlzens for whose votes they w;ll canvaSS have their

own local problems w1th whlch to deal. Inact1v1ty and *

“qlnde0131on result 1n novég2nge and no progress. On seelng

the West German educatlon system. We are not however.

the tour operator 5 emblem of Slsyphus on the door of the . .
coach Harm assoc1ates Slsyph&s ang hlS t01ls wlth those of -

the Soclal Democratlc Pa}ty: never-endlné laborlous reforms.ai
- “As in the case of Eber,'rd Starusch, theory speaks

louder tp“‘:‘ ;fﬂf These teachers\are capable of" playing a

;word’g5-;€-pf ~Bo " press thelr true feellnﬁﬁ tb one another

T

O the nd¥ /sHarm and‘Dbrtepare°lost for words when a'Turkish”’

boy narrowly escapes belng run over by’thelr car. " Numerogs

:f“

‘chlldren of dlfferent natlonalltles appear to congratulate

thls boy‘and surround the car. It is a somewhat 1ron1ca1 s

and pathetlc plcture of ildless couple, who teach

T ) N
_ languages. and yet ar unable to- communlcate*wlth the mk
e . .__/ \ - . ‘-
vc"'dren of West Ger 'S forelgn workers - ed, the lack
R A ' -

gﬁﬁﬁommunlcatlon and*comprehens1on betwe natlve teachers

y and fsrg;gn pupllS h s escalated into a cru01al problem 1n~ o

* ¢
suggestlng that German teachers should be able to speak

d

Turkish. Lack of commun;catlon)ls not necessarlly dué to.

a language barrlerr 'Jrfij’ ‘:", . . '73

The author 1s hlmself crltlcal of hls flctlonal

pedagogues and thelr feeble. naive attltude.‘ Thelr;;jjff”
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“,'representatlve characterlstlcs are cause enough for Grass

3

r;to put pen to paper as weL} as to v01ce his oplniOns durlngfoj

hpelection a&dresses about society s lack of apprec1at;on for

sculture:v:»nn_gg‘ o -

LRI Well unser Mangel keln materleller und sozmaler,

i : “ ’v P
' sondern ge‘st&ger Notstand 1st.; Und well melnegvra“‘

:5,b€ld9n beaMteten Gyﬂna&&allehrer'Btggivertretend“

R
Y
Vé@puma &

a~;jiﬁﬂf§m1t Karte1k25ten mbbllert.f Sle strampggn unter

. 7~. auselnanderfallt Harm und,ﬂarte hgoen ;hfﬂ

lInformatlonen verschuttet.x Aufs Stlchwort abrufbar.:

-

fﬂnalles uno rlchts,.. Jedes RAtsel 1st lhnen e1n51cht1g,

7*ffdoch ‘sich selbst (1n 1hrer deutschen Zw1schengrbsse).;

'5begre1fen s1e nlcht (Kg 121 22) f \"'

Grass has cr“d ’;hese teachers to deplct che varlous faults
) o ke
-gof West German, mlddle class 1ntellectuals and %helr supposed

p;eocaupatlon w1th global concerns such as ecolOgy 82 Grass
\ - Y oa..
1nfers that thelr only hope of . salvatl lt‘ﬁk' Ognlslng
p e

S T
. for 1nstanceV,

i

the need for cul re. Thls pédagoglcal cou
‘afgards llterature merely as a. form of” dlstractson. Harm

f“enaoys Engllsh crlme storles and Dbrte reagagfactual books.; , .

?3for teachlngs ngg'«,;;;r» ’;i o %;;__‘ ST g
| | Von Schaden kann es nlcht seln, wenn unsere ’
qﬂj}f{,~ fachkundlgen Studkgnrate zukﬂnftlg 1esende '/\
Rl : "\~

Padagogen\slnd"noch 91ne mlttelfrlstlge Perspektlve.

!

e
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Just p.s Grass 1mag1nes the various poss1b111t1es for

"the characterlstlcs of hlS pedagoglcal fmgures, he also

'assumes the role of dictator over the entire German nation }
"for the perlod oﬁ»one year. Thls 1dea proves too great a

B

temptaéﬁﬁn to re81st In the area of educatlon he would V
'.remove the barriers of pedagoglcal word games and relntroduce_'
rytravelllng teachers who WQuld move around the country rather ;-l
udthan stay 1n one place w1ﬁ% a. closed mind i The reader can._‘ B
,lhowever, be glad that thls ‘is only Crass pretendlng to ‘be a ~'
, d1ctator. The suggestlon of abollshlng compulsory edgfatloo,?fﬂ
_merely due to the unsuccessfulness of school riggrms,&wﬁﬁ ”%'}f
’;wreqxahavoc..ﬁﬁhe nuﬁ%ér of uneducateddpeople w1thout B L
fuemployment would rwse dramatlcally Grass' notlons are-;itff;x.

‘.lndlcatlve of hls own’ upbrlnglng Whlch encouraged auto—;grs? s

.

w0

;“dldact101sm--' ;?;"l,'

7u;Da 1ch 1n Kenntnls aller geschelterten Schiéreformenr‘
v R
R

f{‘i]dle allgemelne Schulpfllcht aufheben wUrde. gabe :

r'ﬂfes bald w1eder unverblldete Klnder. dle s1ch au

'S RN . \*

AR ;jfungehemmter Leselust durch dgpke Bucher 5 o

uf}buohstableren. Un&‘relsende Hauslehrer gabe es

SR und entsprechende %1ebesgesch1chten : Landeswelt .‘%g
'L""A~{ware f&r dle Dauerhderbacht21ger Jahre Jedes L
| padaéoglsches Gesprach. dle mﬂndllche oder '

i’f?schrlftllche Verbreltung von alten oder neuen i*‘

.

a blldungspolltlschen Konzepten, fernef allgemeln :if?;

t‘fdle worter Lern21el Er21ehungswesen,,Dldaktlk



vUTTlCUlumy Bundesblldungskonferenz. einqchulen.
verschulen und»umschulen. uberhaupt alle dem

deutschen.BlldUngswahn zuzuordnenden worter verbOtenif

(Kg.71) é .
B Fear fqg/the future of Germany nd ‘the world 1s a
_'.common deﬂommator throughout the novel., What perturbs Gras}
 more. though.jls that thls fear has be n acoepted by the
‘older, supposedly respons1ble generatlon.‘as part of everyday
”»11fe and llke the ef!%ct of an anaesthe&gc. has numbed w1th |
”the pass1ng years.v Slnce the age of sﬁrentben. S0 Grass
.;toroclalms. he can 1magine any ‘ware and P’ aware of'lts possible
3ffreallty Unfortunately, a predomlnant sense of fear Has 1ts
‘drawbacksrrlt has become somethlng 1n,ﬂbgue and therefore.
E;:scaroely permanent | | A
| Und Jeder behauptet als gehbre Slch das,‘angst
U haben. Schon glbt es Schulen, dle Angst und

-

3;1hre Uberw1ndung gruppendynamlsch zu lernen In-
d'bfrdetelnder GeselLschaft versuchen wir es mlt
a;Elgenwarme. "Elnlgel;." sagt man’ elnander zur
‘ ‘Begrussungs‘W1r 1geln uns sachte e1n " Noch schnell
das Sparauto entw1ckeln, alles mit warmedammung
ffverklelden...und 51ch. 1n Erwartung des Kommenden,
,paar hﬂbsche Alternatlven ausdenken. Wenn nur noch
" die echten Bedurfnlsse.,‘ Wenn Jeder nur so v1el,
o'

‘\»w1e er...f(Kg 69) . o R : | o i

J'Harm and Ddrte are afrald to have a chlld 1n ‘an unpredlctable
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future. ThElP pedagogical profess1on presumes that they
’know too much for thelr own' good They have learnt to llve
with fear rather than make a deflnlte de0151on elther Q;y
This’ 1s Iurther indicated by the fact that they trled
‘turnlng to a psychlatrlst instead of worklng out a solutlonb
on thelr own and taklng full respon51b111ty for thelr ‘
' dec1sive actzpn |
As we have seen in this novel, the author is. concerned
“about what the future has in- %tore for us, the l;ngerlng
:»1nfluences of the past and the contemporaryypolltlcal and i
dvsoc1al issues. : By comblnlng all three tife lew@ls, Grass : :
;_ihas created a new ti/w level 'Vergegenkunft f where gha@s<{‘
qurm order 1n hls wrltlngs hence the complex structure.
Ir the process of wrxtlng the autﬁdr‘attempts to portray hls_'
ldeas‘so that the reader may comprehend‘&heaser10J°nes° of |
1ﬁthe underlylng themes £s a wrlteﬁﬁgpol&t101an and father.v
'thls 01tlzenvsenSes the necess1ty of - eduCatlng the youngér
'generatlol to be aware of the need for culture 1n both soc1a1
,,and polltlcal Spheres.' All three aspects of llfe are “_\,' -

Y.,

.1nterrelated and 1nd1spensablé for one ano{her Hence.wthe_'
. ‘ .

seemlngly chaotlc,structure 1ncorporates all//pree’themes,_

be 1t on % flctlonal or: factual levql ‘ ﬂ L

ke



o Education is what-survives

. 9

T : when what has been learnt
- #f&, ‘ . . ‘ ) . e
St has been forgotten.

. - , B.F. Skifner

»Education in 198“"
. New Scientist
(21 May, 1964L)

s

Conclusion: Educating Reéaders o .
- B .

~ "

L

+  Before we can highligﬁfgany didactic features in Grass’

novels due ‘to the‘presencevofkh;sxpedagogiqai figures; we

meedet' - iarise oureelves'With'didac%ic 1iterature, more
: specii'rth its concern,s ang 1ntentlons ‘m order to ‘
’acqaiv a cleareg unde”standeng‘ uuuuuu ) : o o
| The woru 'dﬂdggﬁlc*woxaglnames from_%he Greek dldasko

“‘meanlng"*jo teach. Slnce the days of Seneca and otherﬁl
cla551ca1 wrlter& there has been a questlon mark over the

. fuﬁét&on of art “and the extent “to which llterature shﬁuld or
-”;hould not manlfest a doctrlne on behalf of the aulhor.
Dldactlc llterature 1ntended to empha51se someaaaral,, »
»,polltlcal or othér teachlng and thereby . educate the, llstener'
or reader A lesson of some kind was to be 1mp11ed but not
necessarlly made expllclt : That<w;e and is the agt of .

E;dldactlc l;terature. namely for the. alrthor to#put across L'y

g L . . . . . ) “" o . 2
truths, which he regards as objective, in-an artistic form

N - . ‘o

8L
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‘but not to allow the educatixe content to‘ddmiﬁatekfﬁe'j\ “:}
aesthetit experience. Like a child playihg‘a game, the
reader prefers to be taught W1thout belng aware of the teacher.
The artlstlc form, be it prosqﬁpr verse.,rs able to- 1nfluence
.the reader s mind far more subtly and in an. entertalhlng way

© Whilst watchlng Greek traged&es. for examg;ez e . |

~- 3
.}audlence underWent cathar51s ahd 1earnt to show thelr emotions

‘through the paln and sufferlng experlenced by’ the characters.
In rlterature the wrlter was in a p031t10n to open the eyes
of hls readers w1thout cau51ng phys1cal paln.b Commentlng on

Ed

d“'Lehrgedlcht' in: 1825 Goethe wrote the follow1ng
‘ Alle Poe51e soll'belehrend sein,. aber unmerflfeh;
Sie- soll den Nenschen aufmerisam machen, wgvon s1ch :x
'o_'A zu belehren wert ware. er muss gie ‘Lehre selbst
draus Zlehen wle aus dem Le’oen.._a3 :
To refer.tolthe 01der Goethe for -an explanatlon of the_
1rteﬁ\rons of contemporary wrlters mlght seem at flrst far
,/fetched *et some crrtlcs have suggested'%h t Grass 1splto

a certaln extent. rev1tallslqg the‘tradltlo s and values of

T élghteenth century Enllghtenment 1n bas%wrlvfngsf Moreover,'

N
he has been referred . to as a modern pnllghtenment thlnker,' o
- which is partly due‘%o the~way lF whlch Grass haé déi&gsg

{himself in hls own. pollt;cal speechesu He conclud S hls 1965

polltlcal cam 1gn Spe

| fOllOWlng comment ?““'
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Wankel unseres poliiiﬂ%hén Allﬁags auszuleuchten.
R

-
%

The llterary critic.' a”f, othar Qank. approprlately remarks

about Grass* 1nterest'pedagogues: R R

Grass llebt Lehrer In 1hm>steckt ‘ein starker
padagogischer Impuls Eines selner. Llebllngsbucher.
wdas er, wie er mlr sagte, mehrmals gelesen hat 1st,

*

Pestaloz21s L1enhard und Gertrud‘ Man kann dlese\

Vorllebe fur P4dagogen verstehen. denn wenn durch-
Aufklarung Abbau des" Irratlonalen bew1nb¢ werden-
/soll- welcher Berufssfand kdnnte das besser und
w1rksamer lelstén als der der Padagoge° 85

. At thls p01nt we shouldiglance at Pestaloz21 s work |

Llenhard und Gertrud and recognlse its 1mpact on the author

Johann Helnrlch Pestalozzl (1?46 1827) was a, natlve of

L

fSw1tzer1and and in his day the world s most w1dely acclalmed

-

teacher of the" young He ‘himself was a Chlld of the

',Enllghtenment perlod and certalnly hlS 1deas about the reform \L

4 A4

~of ed catlon were enllghtenlng and successful. He 1nsp1red

1

’s véroughou% the world to questlon thelr educatlon

an&\sougﬂ&‘equallty,of opportunlty and respect&iﬁf-y*'}f

'human respon81b111ty in the classroom by’ banlshlng corporal

P nishment Llenhard und Gertrud was a novel of education
5‘ *




woh —~— - \

P N
L .. ' b3
! , ‘. v . N “
. . : b g'%‘ . ) -
PR SR i
) 1, !
. . V.’“ k)

"ﬁrplctlng the upbrlnglng of chlldren by their IQVing parents.w‘
@here Wwere four books altogethers the first one puﬁlished in |7

13

‘1_81 and, then the next three at two year 1ntervalss 1783.
1785'ihd 1787. Pestalozzi's preface torhls first bqok ‘

deservos to be mentioned here, s1nce a contem?orary verslon .
% B
i
two hundred years later could qulte convincingly have been

,‘ertten by Grass hlmself The s;mllarltles between artxstlc

"1ntentlons are striking: _ ‘ o 0

R 4

Leser! ' " e

Diese Bogen 81nd die hlstorlsche‘Grundlage elnes
' Versuches, dem Volk einige 1hm w1cht1ge Wahrhelten
i
auf eine Art zu sagen. d1e 1hm in Kfpf und ans Herz

: genen sollte,

i
L%

Ich suchte - sowohl das gegenwartlgelﬁlstorlsche als L

S dab folgende Belehrehde auf die mbgliqhst sorgfﬁltlge

‘dessen, was allenthalben .schon da ist,

*

_Nachahmung der Natur und auf dle elnfa he Dar;7gung -

2u grinden.

selbst gesehn und geh&rt habe. 80 gar gehuyét
“‘- nlcht elnmal melne elgene Melnung hlnzuszfzen zu

selber. /

empflndet urtellb, glaub 86 - J

dem, was 1ch sah und hbrt dass das Vg;
fj redt und versucht.

The 'Er21ehungsromann however placéd‘more emphasls on

u,,‘:

Nl
'th& lesson to be taught;?ather than on the aesthetlc cdntent

1.4

, and,form. Its themes were more gqural~and its hero('s) 7'_v

-
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usually models and/or protoiypes, representatives of certain
'human characteristics. Similarities‘betWeen the Novel of

Education‘and didactic.lfterature~are evident, especially
“when we PMead Helmut: Germer's descrlptlon of thls genre.
"._The Novel of Educatlon 1s one by whlch the author
ﬂseeks to enforce some moral, sociai, or ethlcal
o lesson, or;whose author has a purpose of ethiCal
1nstructlon rather than one Wthh aims at purely
_artlstlc effect.ﬂ ‘But/ literdlly the’Novel of
\ .Educatlon is a novél lnoWthh all the actlonsT
| incidents, and motlyes Wthh are grouped into a
vplot. .are s0 fashloned that the story, as a whole:
o tends towards the accomprishment of some deflnlte
’;result. These novels are representatlve of the
maJor movement of the eaghteenth century’, the
" Enllghtenment for, they proceed along the lines of
ratlonallty,*expos1ng 1dolatry, myst1c1sm, maglc
'and superstltlon whlle furtherlng honesty,,reason
and v1rtue They are perhaps the greatest
expre551on qf what,: novels s1nce the mlddle of the

elghteenth century ‘have come to be- they are

'kulturpadagoglsch' but do not alm at polltlcal or:

aesthetlc confrontatlons.B?

mArt has become a means of demonstration, be it via. the
7'writerls.pen or the painter's brqSh. Brecht was especially

eagerrto‘influenCe his audiences to recognise the need.for
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| ;certaln political and social 1deals.: Grass' approach is

nelther 512) forceful nor so aggres31ve when conveying hlS

understandlng of the world - Hence,. he’ tends‘*o reJect the
*cterm 'dldactlc' Tor descrlbl g_hls works. Aomore meanlngful
‘and approprlate descrlptlon ould seem to be 'educational,’
r31nce this 1s’a writer who Jashes to educate his own

chlldre% and’other peaple’ chlldren to understand the past
PR L

and protect the future of ermany

8

- ’Ich wollte die 1pder lehren. dass jede Geschlchte{

'dle h e»1n Deimschland handelt schon vor.

Jahrhunderteh\\egonnen hat, dass dlese deutschen

f Geschichten ml’ 1hrenkSchuldverschrelbungen nicht
' 'kverJahren, nicht aufhbren k8nnen. 88 |

' / Els -

lee the maJorlty of . post war German wrlters such as Alfred

. Y
\\Rﬁdhrsch, Helnrlch Bbll and Slegfrled Lenz. Grass has been

U

' 'attemptlng to come to terns w1th nhe last“flfty years of

/ German hlstory partlcu&arly in thé Danzig trllogy All'of'

‘,these writers, have 1nvqlved themselves in some form of

fs'Vergangenhe1tsbewalt1gung,‘ desperately trylng to recohc1le
themsefbes with the dlffrcultles by comprehendlng how a
5001ety could behave in such an atr001ous manner and not feel

'aﬁy pangs of guilt or cons01ence. By means of hls unlque“

* and cohplex narrator-cum protagonlsts Grass has succeeded 1n'
these first novels to de- demonlse the Nazl era, portraylng

ordinary men and women who could béhave dangerously or

grotesquely in a glven 31tuat10n, when misled by some

b
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political ideologya _
. M ' &’ ; .
In order to allay hlS own fears and reveal the reallty

LN J
of these ‘past atr001t1es, Grass employed a satlrlcal tone"'

"w1th which to deplct the various characters and attltudes

of the petlt bourge01s. amongst them pedagogues. In an

d ]

1nterv1ew 1n 1976 Grass commented on how 1nfluent1al hlS.

fsecond narratlve, Katz und Maus, had become in the school

dycurrlculum, -

- Ich habve nlcht damlt gerechnet...dass man 31e‘

=g

" nicht nur zum Schulstoff wdhlt, sondern dass s
»nach wie vor Auselnandersetzungen glbt,zw1SCh2n

Schulern, d1e das Buch wollen, und dem Lehrer der

v

auch w1ll, der aber Angst hat vor den Eltern, so
dass es wieder zu den bekannten Protesten kommt 89

et one Crlulc, Heinz: Ludw1g Arnold wrltlng about
. v
Hundegahrg in 1972 would have us belleve that Grass' novel -

AN
1s_far from eduqat;onal:\
« i ("; " . ) ".,A . . ! . ) . i
;'Aber‘%;rjblelben draussen, wir sind nicht
[’ . o : . l‘ " t L
‘ eingeladen zu lernen. Denn lehren will er uns

\ L]

: ‘nlchts, v1ellelcht vermag er es auch nlchtwga—/’"

We . wonder, thoug whether ‘the reader does need an 1nv1tat10n:»

A1

to appre01ate the dexterlty of urass style and content

\\Qharlotte W Ghurye is somewhat less condemnlngz[t

\ ,
L .

S GraSS cr1t1c1sm, expressed 1n"!% llghtest and .

™.

,most entertalnlng formﬂ is the most severe, bUt

N ; , 7» not necessarlly the most educatlonal or the most s



constructive, édnwthe contrary, with regard to the
'human"aspectsp7it has a'rather'destrhctive effect.
.L.nin one'reSpect however, Grass crtlclsm has”
- cons1derable educatlonal and constructlve value:'
‘he sounds the alarm and draws attentlon to the fact
that the economic power of the Federal Republac has
‘once more become concentrated in the hands of the
old 1ndustr1al barons...91 |
Hundeaahr does have. somethlng to say about the attitudes of
8001ety durlng and after the Nazl perlod of power as: well as
‘fthe way 1n whlchﬁchlldren could so eas1ly 1m1tate the same
cruel streaks in thelr actlons. . ‘f' e
- Without doubt,;th trllogy contalns 1ts warnlng 31gnals.
‘_All\three_worksvarevset'1n Danzig, Grass hometohn. ThlS
V‘does not.mean,:however,:that the author s creatlng barrlers
w;for hls narratlves._'If”anythlng, Danz1g w1th 1ts mlxture of
cultures 1s a- mlcrocosm.of Germany. The same céuld be sald
~of, DUsseldorf West Berlln and even Itaehoe. Each of these
:#places elther has some hlstorlcal s1gn1flcance or has
. experlenced affluence after the Second WOrld War or houses
tlnhabltants w1th world—w1de concerns, such as Itzehoe with
flts atOmlc power plant Brokdorf, on the doorstep Whatevér
happened 1n the blg 01t1es also affected the small towns.
ALY these plaoes, then, are of global 1mportance, and as we
proceed from the past to the present and the future,nwe can

oy
follow the route on a map.



After the trllogy Grass moved‘hls setting to West Berlin. '

‘An approprlate change. since he was puttlng teachers into B

’

'the llmellght at a time when student unrest was’ partlcularly .

A

ev1dent in the big cities. (Pue to. the fact that the

A

nprotagonlsts of Brtlich betiubt are pedag:ares, educatlonal

e

1mpulses are bound to be unav01dable: | )
| In den Studentenunruhen s1eht er: die- politlsche
Ohnmacht der Jugend i nerhalb der etabllerten ) * 1'
| Gesells%?aft dokumentlert und melnt dass es
darauf ankomme. den. berechtlgen Protest der Jugend
vor dem Elnbruch des Irratlonallsmus zu bewahren 92
Grass is maklng a point, stress1ng the dangerous poss1bi11t1es
‘of the 1mag1natlon and the nece551ty of reason 1n lleu of
violence, as Noel Thomas underllnes “w,“‘ﬁvf._:ﬁlavg'

The play Davor and the novel 6rtllch betaubt are.

- Grass reactlon to ‘the. more, extreme forms of :
1rratlona11ty whlch Characterlsed the student
. rebelllon and they are in a narrower sense hlS
yresponse to the students olamour for the R
pollt1c1satlon of literature '93

Y

;A number of crltlcs have, in fact, used the term ’dldaotlc';7

when referrlng to ortllch betaubt Dleter Wuttke, for
texample, suggests that crltlcs have falled to see the _
51gn1flcance of Seneca s w1sdom 1urk1ng 1n thedbackground,,d
jand that, at the same tlme. they expected the next novel afterie

-Jthe trllogy to ‘be very much in, the Same veln
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‘ Grass schrelbt...einen Roman._den man als ganzen

dldektlﬁch w1rd bezelchnen mussen. Sein besonderes
Raffinement sehe ich darin, dass Grass eine f;ktrve
Welt aufbaut, is“der‘das Lehrhafte'eine Rolle
spleft,ulndem es standlg 1ron131ert wird. Der
-

soﬂl\das Ganze, lasst er sehr drlngend werden. um
.dann dengenlgen. dleglhm bis dahlmmgefelgt sind,
Lbsﬂngen zu erwigen z@ geben. Der frobiematik.
ieinen didaktischen Roman zu SChreiben; war er sich.
.offens1chtllch sehr bewusst Er bleter n&mllch
seln ganzes Kbnnen auf, dem Lehrhaften alle
Penetranz zu~nehmen. um die aus seinem Werk
 rufende3Stimme der.Reflexioﬁ‘pm so annehmbarer zu
.ﬁachenr9% o | |

Y
tl

Iﬁ Aus dem‘Tagebueh einer Schnecke Grass no longer hid
feehiﬁd hislcheracters.' instead he>was intent on explaining@
1n.great detall to hls children his own 1nvolvement in-
2p011t1cs. Yet he stlll could not completely turn hls back
on the past actions of the Germans: h

The fact that the‘fietienal‘par¢s of the work are

not overtly dldactlc, whereas the other parts of

.the work have a- dldactlc tone, further underscores
,ziphe dual role which Grass sees himself as playing.
VirWhgt is different from hisipreviqus works issthe

” . direct blending of non-fietfonaludidaetie

R ;L-;,.U PR ," ) RN A - ik l E “' o e 5 e U Lt ,“.I.A“v L .‘ —-3 93’ ‘V:;,v
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Autor erzeugt zunAchst elnen Stau. d1e Frage. was



. . . i P ' ' v . .
[ ST ey N R T LR . - e R 9‘*;
R R . :

- Pt : | . “ . ' ¢ . . A\ ) ) y
>

-+ tommentary with.fiction... Grass' concern for the

fate qf'thelihdividua&s durfhg the Nazi era is no
L lonéer hidden behind rumerous masks,’>
The pedagogical‘figuse was beédﬁihg more than ever a
ﬁfunotional ins%rumeht in the hands of the writer. Grass was
pulling the strlngs on his pedagoglcal puppets. Their
,profe§‘;onal p031tlons and 8001a1 roles were belng exposed
in an 1ron1c ‘light. On the one hand they could portray weak
and naive charaqterlstlcs. on the other hand the reader was
‘to learn-from these ‘negative tralts. In hlS most recent

novel Kopfgebprten—oder die Deutschen sterben aus, Grass

.no Longer restrlcted hlS work to hls own view$ but felt he‘

" could now air the anx10us views of a natlon through hlS two

¢

1ntellectual representatlves. In hlS rev1ew of the book

Neal Ascherson made the fOllOWlng apt remark:

Grass 1s hlnthg ‘that they and those llke them

~

should agonlse less, have more falth in thelr Lt

I'd

© own native common sease . As robust a9 ever,

" Grass is still darlng hlS compatrlots to accept
=

~ the Trich muddlness of reallty, to stop trylng to
scare themselves to death. 9 _
If we bring tggether @1l the teacﬁers from each of,tae
':novels, we: can. draw a llne of progres81en from the |
1ns1gn1flcant carlcature to the portrayal of pedagoglcal

opinions rather than the pedagogues themselves. Minor ¢

e = . N o :
educative features develop into major ones. .As the author
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becomes more and more involved with political and social
prOLlems. so he broadans the outlook of his teachers. He
’clearly shows us that teachers have developed Jnto a mind

of information but have, at the same time, lost any 51gns )

of .a positive perbonallty: they are functlonarles on behalf}

i

|

Y

~of" the author and of society in generalf

" As has already been suggested, it is the auibdr who is

the omnipoteht teacher, the educator é} pUblic opinioh.

~
RS

»

4

wrlter will always seek refuge in his works because they
prov1de a forum for h1s p01nt of view. Grass admlts that

" he has adopted thls attltude from another renowned wrlter,
Alfred Dotlln (1878 195?) He even goes so far as to call
"Dbblln his teachert | | |

Soviel ist geWiss-‘Dbblin*Wuaste; dass ein Buch
mehr seln muss als der Autor, dass der Autor nur
Mlttel zum Zweck elnes Buches 1st und dass e1n
vAutor Verstecke pflegen muss, die er. verlasst,5

§

»um’seln Manlfest zu sprechen. d1e er aufsucht,

T

",_ um hlnter dem Buch’ Zuflucht zu,itnden.97 l T

In Aus dem Tage buch einer_ﬁohnecke Grass had also declared

_that he was the human snall who neaded its shell. Escaplng

/.

1nto the protectlon of prlvacy proved a source of comfort

for th;s publlc flgure,< GraSSjlncluded~;n thls novel

L4



‘

.members of his immediate family. A prlvate audience in

‘addltlon to the publlc one was necessary. As a father

-

responsible for the upbringing of four inquisitive children,
his pedagégical instinct had found a home. 'We should note,
however, that in reality the aythor is not a perfect
exemplary flgure. The interviewer. Robin Smyth. remarked

in 1978

N

Y

-

But the worst upheavalsowere,ih the Grass
household itself. ‘ )F
- "My marrlage fell apart." te says. "And so.did

the love- affalr that followed 1t.‘ The only. thlng
B" I have, managed to keep my grlp on has been the

manuscrlpt."

In Grass’ llfe women come and g0 but chlldren stay.u
He has seven, the eldest now’ grown up. His ex-wife

—

oocuples.therground floor he.and his new ‘companion
live above. And the chlldren weave up and down the
.steep stalrway . A necessary part of the educatlon
of hls chlldren was to teach them to lard a leg of

mutton with garllc.98

" Whilst Grass.oontinues to stress thefimportanoe of
‘recalling the past of Germany inball«its ugliness as well as
’ilts edu;atlonal value, he is not bllnd about contemporary A
\soc1al and polltlcal matters. Thls has become partlcularly
obV1ous s1nce his open support for the Social” Democratlc

Party in the 1960s. Durlng the last five years Grass has
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concer.trated on ﬁis role in the public sector rather than
publish any new novels, His fears for the future of the
German nation and the pléce,pf literature in society occupy
a predominant positiqn.‘ Grass urges other writers to
encourage a social and‘political awareness.amg?st the publié.
- Now that he has made én‘impact on the readers of his works
he can teach hislieeré to adopt a similar appfoach,«both as.
writers and as citizens of_Germany. In December, 1983, at
é meetihg of authors %n Heiibronn, Grass gave the fo%lowing
épgecﬁ:'_' , ' e % -
Deshalb, weil die Ermattung und der Uberdrass

) vorauszuahnen waren, steht die Hellbronner

hed

(\

Begegnung unter dem Motto "Den Widerstand lernen."
Es glbt Vblker - etwa das polnische Volk - die ihn
.nlcht lernen mtissen, well ihre Geschlchte eine
. Geschlchte des Widerstandes ist. ‘ Wir haben immer
wieder vers8umt, 1hn zu lelsten. Die deutsche |

Geschlchte ist eine Geschlchte des vers&umten

J'querstandeSp Aber kann man ihn lernen? LYsst
'er sich‘hit Legtionen'einpaukén° Muss ma in
Deutschland - well wir es unverbesserlich[mit der
Padagoglk haben - den Widerstand zum Hauptfach,

»zuﬁ Léiétunésfach erkl4ren? |

‘ Man kann 1hn nlcht verordnen. Jeder, der kein

anderes Mittel mehr 51eht gegen den herrschenden,

“den Vblkermord elnkalkullerenden Wahns1nn als den
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gewaltlbsen Widerstand, wird ihn fyir sich
~ beschliegsen und dann auch 1e15ten mtlgsen, Auch
*~ ic¢h. Deshalb muss ich von mir reden. von meiner
| E}féhrung. von meinen goffnungen und EnttHuschungen

‘und von Einsichten,wdeﬁen ich nicht mehr ausweichen
99 ’ / ‘ ‘ . ‘ » 4
Grass is afraid that people are already becoming accustomed

.- kann.

~to the idea of atomic weaponé of whigh there are five
thousaﬁd,in West Germany alone. As a working member of‘thg
peace-moyeﬁent. Grass is against conscription and is
desperately trying to rémove society*s indifference towar&él
ecology and the Third World. At the 1983 meeting writers
sucﬁ as Hans Christopﬁ%Buch. Tankred Dorst, Peter Hirtling
and Luise Rinser, to name but a few, appealed £§~the~German
bbblic to recognise the danger of atomic weapons in their
céunfry and to ffeé themsel&es from the possibility of
chemical warfare: . o \: .
Aus diesem Grund'fufen wir die Betroffenen ;ur
‘Verweigerung elnes nach unserer Uberzeugung
’verfassungsw1dr1gen Wehrdlenstes auf, W1r
*appellleren ebenso an die Reserv1sten der Bundes-
wehr, 31ch aus Gew1ssensgrunden nlcht langer fur
Vernlchtungsbefehle verfﬂgbar zuvhalten, sondern: -
bei den Krelswehrersatzamtern 1hre Welgerung
vorzulegen Dlesen Wlderstand wollen wir uben.-

bis dle'Bundesrepubllk frei von Massenvernlchtungs-,-
_ . : ' 9.
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und Angriffswaffen ist, durch die wir im Ernstfall

‘nicht verteidigt, sondern dem Programm des :

-
V8lkermordes ausgeliefert werden.loo

b 4 I
In: Kopfgeburten-oder die Deutschen sterben ausg Grass

had portrayed teachers who wanted to stand-up-agalnst
rgovernment actions and were themselves politiqally active.

In more than one way thié latest novel could be.said to be
the culmlnatlng novel of Grass' flctlonal works, since he
reviews former novels and bellefs as well as prev1ous .
pedagogues without, however, suggastlng a future con*tlrn,xi'l:y..‘~
'as he;had.frequently done in past narrativeq. Thié writer, - .
pfeoccupied with pedagogical figures,rhas h;mself developed .
into tﬁe"yeacher of his children and peers. The ﬁery‘Héj -

received from Der Butt (1977), for instance, has been used

to set up a llterary prize for a manuscrlpt of eplc

_ character, elther in prose or verse, Wthh will encourage

.$he creative writer's h%storlcal and prophetlc role. The
saccess 6fvall the novels has not just debended on the value
- of the lesson. {For that reason we can conclude by saying
fhat Gunter Grass\has put pen to paper in order to entertain
.and to enllghten atﬁkhe same time, 81nce ‘one without. the

y

~-other would be, in his. case, unpalatable.



Excursis I
A Teacher in Deep Water
. | " .
In thls study of Grass' ped(ﬂwgical figures one noVel
namely Der Butt (1977), had been purposely omitted. since we
were only considering to what extent the fictional pedagogue
was being stereotyped by Grasstand whether the human would
eventually play only a functionary role in his narratives.
~ Der Butt, however does contain a very important pedagogical
flgure whlch is not human: it is a fish, more specifically

a flounder 101

For the first time Grass was u31ng a creature
as one of his many narrator-cum~protagon1sts 1n an epic work.
The peculiarity of this flounder prov1ded the author w1th
another mouthplece with which to hlghllght certain: omlnous
Teatures underlylng the structure of society. The. issue at
stake 1n this novei is the relatlonshlp between man and
woman through the c;hturles, from the Stone Age to the %?708
The undertaklng is immense and complex: 102‘ But what holds
all the thematic strands together on any given time level ?s
the flquhder: (A |
.der Butt war jeder Zeitenwende, allem modischen
Wefhsel, den Revolutionen und ihren Ruckfhllen.
der immer neuesten Wahrheit, dem Fortschrltt
voraus. (Bu. 38)103 !
It is not a straightforward task to explain the presenEe
- of this fishffor} in ferms of‘appearance, he looks like and -

v

v 100

g{:ﬂht & - ? "

. ’.‘:‘
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probably tastes llke any other flounder yet thi#gws

flounder can: hold a conversat;on w1th any human belng
R}

orlglnated in the falryrtale, Vom Elscher un?syne Fru,:’
e !

recorded in Low German in a collectlon of falry—stor;es by

vl:the brothers Grlmm There he fulfllled the w1shes of the
‘flsherman s wife. In our modern day thls flounder 1s once
‘again on “the verge of grantlng the w1shes of ‘women but not “d;
‘aw1thout reason In-August 19?3 the flounder v1rtually \
| throws hlmself 1nto the flshlng-net of three femlnlsts who,
‘vlnfurlated by the flounder 8 confesslon that he had
encouraged male domlnance of the world through the course'l
. offhlsrory, take him to Berlln, ‘where he‘ls put on trial and
faces a\jurmgof nlne wohen}f The reader has to be . susplclous

‘,

‘of thls Fish’ s confess1ons, whlch appear at sporadlc
hlntervals in the novel since he 1s in the hands of womeﬂ '
‘ who could eas1ly devour him. As in the case of -all Grass
‘_narrators, we cannot trust thls flSh : Four thpusand years
earller the flounder had allowed hlmself to be caught 1n the
\Baltlc sea b;‘a flsherman, Edek so that,he.mlghﬁ~free men_f':
~from’ the relgns “of the' women. , ) w B
' It is at thlS p01nt‘rhat we may - conslder the flounder_'*'e
'to.be a pedagoglcal flgure 1nstruct1ng ‘the male spe01es.rfl
. Der Butt gab Auskunft Von Anﬁang an- belehrend
mlt allw1ssender ﬁberlegenhelt und deshalb trotzhr
’,selner kategorlschen Punktumsatze, geschwat21g
anselnd.-professoral w1e von der Kanzel herab

: abkanzelnd oder penetfhnt vaterllch (Bu,zéfgz).‘

a
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e‘Thls flounder, then. is a mlnd of informatlon. who proves //

'hlmself to be - the mentor of man s 1ntellect and 1s even ‘ 7&;
h;referred to as "elne schw1mmende Zeltung" (Bu. 29) - To thls
‘1na1ve,‘Neollth1c flsherman the flgtilmparts his’ lxmitless,f
flknowledge of world w1de,“advanced cultures, such as Mlnoﬁ/

41“.'

ttitude

’e,and Egyptlan c1v111satlons, and he "implants the notion,

ijrogress. He 1s qulck to Cr1t101se the subser$4ent

® w

‘4of thls flsherman -and others 1o the mother figure, iAua, and
beglns to teach them the 51gn1f1cance of fire: hg//to smelt

metal w1th whlch the ‘men can make axes and spears'

Feuer, das 1st nicht nur Werme und GarkUChe., Im

Feuer zungeln belonen Das Feuef re;nlgt.{;
‘Feuer, das 1st Idee und Zukunft (Bu 29) |
He also glves 1nstructlon on how to count, and thus; we

can already perceive the way in whlch the flounder is. leadlng
© men . into the spheres of bu51ness,9ollt1cs, warfare and even lA
"artﬂr He educates men “to assume dg mlnatlon over women and |
'the;world by thlnklng analytlcarly and de51r1ng oower | He
lzthereby consciously causes- a/greater d1v1de between the sexes

k'Thls omn}potent pedagogue bvlngs -about c1v111satlon in the‘

western world by 1nst1gat7ng the. rise of men to pos1t10ns of

N &

"power Grass deplcts the hlstory of the Vlstula estuary asb"
Ca mlcrocosm of EurOpe from the Stone Age to . the Pollsh food

' prlce stnlkes in 1970.’ The flounder accepts responslblllty\
for European hlstory 1nclud1ng Napoleon and Wllllam II, but -

‘he refuses to acknowledge his ald in brlnglngpelther Stallne}
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“Tor Hitler to*pOWer;_”Whilst thie pa%riarchal voice olearly

v

- teaches destructlv% and aggressive ideas, both.Ft work and

at home durlng the centurles. he recognlses the extent to

Whlﬂh h1s 1nformatlon has been mlsused He ho longer fully

‘ 'controls the recent past Or contemporary 1ssues"‘

-

'.over the course of,

d'Alle_Mach;. dne ich'dir verllehen habe,,haet du
fw;mlsebradchtf;:Anstatiiaein dir'éegebenes Recht
: fursorgllch geltend zu machen. ist dir Herrschaft
zur Unterdrﬂckang, 1st d1r Macht zum Selbstzweck
1mlssraten (Bu 153)
Thls 1dollsed pedagogue had developed into a god who was.

\

1mmortal. could fulfll w1$hes and change reallty Yet 1n the’

: contemporary world“hls ﬁeachlngs had fallen on deaf ears,

Men were oeyond the' of satlsfactlon, ever- greedy for

more Pnowledge and‘pOW Thehfﬁounder was 1051ng his hold

st,yy. hence he forced hlmself upon theyj'
N b _

women, eo that he’mlgh fretrace progress through a matrlarchal

‘_ s001ety and swatch the roles by eman01pat1ng the women from

the men In hlS last speech fifty pages before the close

(of the novel the flounder complalns bltterly 1 There is a

feellng of fallure- ﬁ”, : f'\;'“yi ;_ o T

Wissen und Macht habe i h euch verllehen, doch nurf‘

-

Kriege- und Elend habt 1hr bezweckt. >1e Natur

\ .

'gwurde euch: anvertraut worauf 1hr s1 ausgelaugt

.\verschmutztP unkenntllch gemacht und zerstbrt habt/ i

,jBel all ‘dem ﬂberfluss, den 1ch euch rbffnet habe,‘:ﬁ
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_dkonnt 1hr dennoch d1e Welt nlcht .sati maéhen,.gt 'U
. 0b 1m Kapltallsmus oder ;m Kommunlsmuss Uberall -
SR ,vernunftelt der Wahn81nn.' Das habe ich nlcht
gewollt. Euch 1st nlcht mehr zZu raten‘ "(Bu. 459)

Ironloally. though thls teacher puts ‘himself 1nto an

1nescapable pos1t10n of gullt." Hls confe881ons are Judged
f’by a. trlbunal of nlne women in West Berlln. The flounder s

- only hope of freedom is to agree to a contract between hlm

A

. and the women- he w1lL serve thelr dause._ There is no .
p ' \ T
guarantee. however,,that the women W1ll behqu/any the w1serj

.or less egocentrlc than the men dld By allow1ng hlmself

| -

.%to be’ captured flrst by a man. later by three women- by now_

3further1ng the eman01pat10n of women as he once dld for men,fm
'ithe flounder Jo actually show1ng that there w1ll always be o

a certaln s1m11ar1ty of the seyes Whether male or: female.'»a
- the human belng has s1m11ar fears and asplratlonsh the same

i

hunger for power and authorlty

Denn 1m Pr1n21p pladlere 1ch fur d1e Glelchi

berechtlgung der Geschlechter. lmmer schbn;; S

v’ .

- Heute noch. (Bu 50)

~'Yet by preferrrng to engender the successes of one sex.at“a '

~

"tlme, he arouses feellngs of doubt and dlssatlsfactlon and

umakes the world self cons01ous.«»Thus, he 1nterferes 1n the /

/ ‘
s

factlons .of ‘both men and women._ Hls role of educator of

“manklnd 1s, w1thout doubt, very dublous.

/

V; “This flounder. then, partakes of hlstory but 1s.not
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' novel should be: named after hrmz:

IR S

: the protagonlst narrator in h1s role as wrlter -and as. husband '

as well as helplng h1m to domlnate women through hlstory.

The reader could ea51ly becOme confused by he I- flgure 1n

.

105

conflned to the past. He also acts as co- narrator. adv1s1ng

thls novel, s1nce 1t assumes a dlfferent 1deht1ty approprlate '

J ‘\ N

": for each. hlstorlcal era and thereby 1ﬁteraots w1th the varlous

? female cooks.~ ThlS narrator is at the same tlme present at

the trlal of the flounder and w1thesses the flounder s

U

future advusory role for women at the close ofethe book.p Hefn

' 1s also the person wrltlng thls work with the ald of his"

accompllce, the'flounder ’ Unable to rellnqulsh h1s

: authorltarlan functlon, the flounder suggests how. the author“l

Should arrange hlS eleven\cooks in, chronologlcai order,

prov1des chapter tltles and bpnclu51ons and demands that the
. b1 N . .

N

N

Plbtzllch sagte er:"Uberhaup ':das,Buch,b Heisstei

es nun endgﬂltlg 'Der Butt'° ‘Ich

(Bu 419) o I \\ »

\

Hamburg, telllng hlm to do the washlng up and to learn to

: change dlapers. The author s w1fe,_Ilseb111 is. pregnant'
at ‘the’ start of the work and by the end of the novel has

"5wg1ven blrth to a daughter. Each of - the n1ne chapters

i

Zg'parallels another month in: the growth of the embryo. “We

.should not be surprased to learn that the baby ;s a- girl.'

Q

“After all the pedagoglcal\flsh needs sultable puplls for- o

estehe’ darauf.” -

He even 1nvades the prlvacy of the author s home llfe Ln \\g\;
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the future.' The flounder. 1n fact. contrasts the wgre 8 3Vf“‘
fpregnanoy w1th the husband's s\eatlve work and the 1dea$ of
"men in general. Thelr mlnds breed new, 1nvent10ns to'. dlsgulse

,'thelr lack of phy51cal creat1v1ty ' ThlS reference to

,headblrths ls expanded upon 1n Kopfgeburten—oder d1e Deutscheh

‘;sterben aus: - uﬁ"' s ﬂ; ; sz,,'g‘ ,““7“_ d'm, jg,;ﬂ/~

)

.

'.;D/Z Affaren und Grosstaten'von heute: Kalkutta.gﬁ;';
*f,;";Der Assuandamm.; D1e Pllle.‘ Watergate.d So heissen
j‘dle Ersatzgeburten der Manner. Irgendeln Pr1n21p ‘fw
fhat sie trachtlg gemacht. Mlt.dem kategorlschen :
-‘\I:Imperatlv gehen 51e schwanger (Bu 403) - '_ f
Thls pedagoglcal flounder and his teachlngs. thus..
dappear to be present in- any age and in any place‘» f 73
‘;s1multaneously He accompanles the narrator in hls role as :
"protagonzst 1nvthe hlctorv of Danzlg. he can partake of the(nj‘
eeveryday llfe of thls marrled couple 1n Hamburg. and he 1s_
:fthe captrve of the women s trlbunal 1n West Berlln 1n 1973
f'Hls pedagoglcal Sklll lles in encourag;ng and conv1n01ng

;others to belleve 1n hlS p01nt of v1ew By dlnt of hls )

Ysknowledge of hlstory and hlS 1nvolvement in the progress of‘

PN

‘,01v111sat10n, he possesses the means to an end.; Socﬂbty,la;ﬁ;g
. St s 'a-:’;"_, :

fat the mercy of thls pedagogue. : n? : C g»‘ _'*;Lg A

! o o P Toeete M Mo



ExcursiSIII

Pedagogical Poetry

;Altnough we have been considering exclusively Grass'

"novels. we - should not forget that this writer first started

;jto gain some public recognltlon through hlS poetry. In

*‘1956 three years before the successes of %1e Blechtrommel.

‘he had ertten hlS flrst collectlon of poems. Voerge der

iWLndhﬂhner

One partlcular-poemy entltled Schulpause. which

"occurs in the thlrd collectlon of poems, ‘ g fragt (1967),

‘tportrays the teacher F pupll relatlonshlp in verse | form:‘

“SeltsamAStehtuer im7Hofy

.
I s

Hat dle Uhr s1oh verzahlt , Lo A
. N

_Hat dle Pause dle Angst ﬂberlebt

't,Und das Splel auf den stillen. Aborten‘>

ngEr tragt elne Brllle uber dem Mund pronunc1at10n
"Er blrgt einen Zettel knapp uberm Herzen |

- sein gutdekllnlertes'Gehelmnls.

Jmitten’iﬁ‘ﬁerost:

die Konferenz!lost sichiauf.

Buchstaben fallen und Zahlen.‘

klelne vernunftlge Satze

‘&PS ﬁen Kastanlenfund Linden”dbé%}der Hypotheqpse.

L;meyné‘g;m@ krankliche_Motter;?A
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Herr Studienrat.iuben Si&-Nachsicht,%'

stirbt, wenn die Pause .vorbei ist. -

Fettes Papier bltht.im Hof..

! : : ,
- Langsam nur weicht der Geruch

Spater'vor Tobruk, bei Kursk- 7
104

am‘Volturno gefallner Primaner. r ' y

lee many of the poems in Ausgefragt the mood of thls

poem is melanchollc. culmlnatlng in the traglc deaths of L

puplls flghtlng for their country The underlylng tone of

-

the poem is one of hopelessness- the futlllty of a school

education with regard to the loss of llves durlng the years -

of war.

death or to halt the course of hlstory by stopplng tlme.

The teacher is in no pOSltlon elther to prevent |

tltle of the poem is, at flrst glance. the schoolbreak 1n

Y

between class perlods. but this | break in. tlme 1s taken a

'step further by the poet 105 Wlth the Questlon mark at the

LV

" The

7 o

close of the flrst verse there s the suggestlon that tth o

breaktime has gone on longer than usualy that the breaklng

down of the clock can confuse our conceptlon of t1me.‘tThe

i

',clock

‘

1ndlcat1ve of tlme. 1s personlfled If has made‘a'h

mlstake. 50 that. 6nce suspended 1n tlme. the realltles of

the outs1de world can ‘be forgotten. hence our- fears may

vanlsh

games

The second verse 1ntroduces a male flgure whom weif'"

There is no more- tlme for fears. Bole) more tlme for

presume to be the teacher. s1nce he speaks Engllsh and

D >',,... i B . -y
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| wearing glasses perched on the end of his nose.‘ Hls
knowledge 1s "the love of his llfe. being’ the closest thlng
to hlS heart. HlS 1nterest in grammar is spec;al and, _
4private. ThlS teacher stands alone in the school playground.‘
" He does not mlngle, 81nce he is- the one 1n authority. He is’
clearly an oddlty,‘concerned only about teachlng. tThere'is]
L a prevailing,feellng that this teacher is also suspendedAin
. space, out of touch w1th reality. He is indifferent towards
the tlme~of year. For hlm autumn and the death of'nature are‘>
~sgen in, terms of letters and numbers: these are the: leaves.h,
wilch fall to the ground forming sentences and equatlons.'

In the flfth verse a pupal addresses the teacher, R
pleadlng w1th hlm to lengthen the pause and prevent the death
‘of hlS alllng mother.‘,It is asglf the pupll sees the teacher..
n control of tlme ‘He will be the one to tell the puplls
that the break 1s over and classes are about to. start agaln
Thus, in thelr eyes, ‘he can prolong the pause.: Howevery just -

- as the teacher is 1ncapable of extendlng tlme and preventlng
the death of the mother he 1s unable to. prevent the death
:of hls puplls at’ war. » ‘

| Hence, the flnal verse refers to the stench of,. the‘«i
puplls corpses durlng the Second World War.; The flrst llne
is somewhat amblguous ‘It remarks on- the greasy paper \
flourlshlng 1n‘the yard Thls suggests, flrstly, the amount'

of paper work 1nvolved in the conscrlptlon of puplls to the'

‘army. It is a lucratlve business, the word 'fett' conJurlng
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up. thls profltable aspect as Well as the 31cken1ng thought
«-_that a cdbntry was relylng on the numbers of youngsters. whoj,
\? '
had Just completed thelr sohool education, to fight for -
thelr fatherland. Secondly.vthls llne refers to the numbersl

n )
of death certlflcates, thr‘v1ng in the cemeterles. llke the

flowers on the graves. Thé‘e 1s a play on the word 'Hof"
ﬂmeaning either”the 'Schulhoﬁd' the school playground or the
: .'Friedhof ‘ & 3 terally the yard~of peacev

Q

The referenceu. however tcnt e stench slowly recedlng,

‘ ' ..fr%the school playground”;dead L
~bodles 11e scattered over ‘the battlegrounda - ' |
This, poem, then, 1llustrates the extent to whlch school'’
'.llfe could be dlsassociated ‘from the reallties of polltlcs.
Tre teacher, as we kriow from our study Qf pedagoyoueo in. the

rovels, embodles 1ntellect and reason but av01ds any’ true

action. He w1ll watch ‘pupils come and go but be. ob11v1ous e

'“;to-their future, to. their prlvate problems and anx1et1es.

5,He 11V€S 1n a tjmeless world Wthh others cannot penetrate.

| The pupils are-permltted a brlef resplte. They have to

:leave school'eventually and face reality. The break in tlme y
A“lS Only momentary. 51gn1fy1ng the calm before the storm the
'.lull of autumn before the harshness of w1nter._ Whllst time’
cannot be halted and nature dles 1ts natural death human
llves are sacrlflced in the course of hlstory

v Death 1s the predomlnant mood of th1s poem be it the

.



death of time or. of natuzre}- the private death of a relative

or’. the public death of soldie s, at war. lee the leaves

falllng and decomp031ng to ehr h‘w 0il, ‘the corpses

oy

accumulate hav1ng served thelr purp e. Ih death‘these

-

fpupils are heros.' A school education has been wasted and 15.\

REE
[

“thus, portrayed as polntless. No ?eacher can alter the

™
“

;‘bourse of hlstony,
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D R

- aus, 3rd ed (Neuw1ed and Darmstadt Luchterhand 1982)

19 Walther Schultze, ed., Padagoglsches Lex1kon in

kzwel Banden (Gutersloh Bertelsmann, 1970)2 7.
20

Hans Eckart RUbesamen, ed-j 1ntroduct10n Man - sag

. nicht, Lehrer hatten’keln-Herz (Munchen*'Klndler, 1970) 9-10.
21 '

Rova.~Aékermann, The Role of the Trlal dn- the School’

N {

.Prose of the Weimar. Republlc (Berne. . Lang, 1982) 9-11.




In hls footnotes\@o the’ lntroductlon of thls w0rk Roy
Ackermann refers to two present day bd&ks about Schul-
o L I

llteratur whlch have. apparently, been popular: H/fhf”

\@" That the publmg stlll derlves ﬁieasure from readlng

'Schulllteratur"ls ev1dent 1n the overwhelmlng
rl;fy.;'v'. ' » ' ’ “ \

success of Gerhard PrauSe s Genles ln der Schule

197#& @nd Martln Gregor Dellln s’ Deutsche Schul-

d ze1t Erlnnerungen und Erzahlungen aus drel

Jahrhunderten (19?9) Prause's. publlgatlon.\

B
1
), i

;N' documents the travall of numerous‘hotables 1n thelr

pursult of a formal educatlon Dellln s work 1s

e

B largely an anthology of memorable excerpts from

German. schcol pr . Whlle both works -aré
.‘, O entertalnlng an. .r matlve. nelther prov1des a

'ﬁ\_ SR full plcture of i personages and works 1n
' . g kY
questlon nor adds deflnltlon to the 8001al

. cultural and polltlcal values that the§~reflect.'
2? Hellmut Becker,."Lehrer und Schﬁler 1n GUnter Grass'v

.Roman brtlfch betaubt," Neue Sammlung 9 (1969)-503 Paul

Konrad Kurz makes v1rtually the same remark in’ h1s footnotes

T

‘to hls analy81s of brtllch bet&ubt in volume 3 of Uber

,moderne theratur Standorte und Deutungen (Frankfurt Knecht,

5 1971) 101 . | ‘

', In den llterarlschen Darstellungen des Lehrers Aim-
zwan21gsten Jahrhundert Uberw1egt in der deutscheni
theratur:dle negatrve S;oht, Man denke an Hannos_i

e

tr
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‘h}Lehrer in- den Buddenbrooks. an den Mathematlklehrer

'1n Mu81ls Dle Verw1rrungen des Zbgllngs Tbrless.

. Qf : ?an Helnrlch Manns Professor Unrat. an ‘Max ?18chs

"‘eberlehrer aus dem Requlem Nun s1ngen sie _wiéder, .

»"an Ben Wackes in Bblls Bllllard um halbzehn."

23 In Gerd Galser s Schlussball (1958) we begln to see '

~the teacher in h1s actual s001a1 role 1n the 1950s. Soldner.
is the Engllsh teacher of the class who i g1v1ng the ball. ’.'
-/ B

“Insplte of his lack of quallflcatlons he was\app01nﬁed teacher

e . 4

:after the war when there was a shortage of teachers. As Alan

Bance remarks \/ .

ﬂls lack of quallflcatlons is 1mportant for it

N

A means that he cannot hold 5001ety respons1ble for‘

K« )

S ‘Ris - success or fallure._ He is not only ‘the servant

0 - of socaety but ite self app01nted Socratlc master,~

S R ZIAN

free “to stand or fall by the effect of ‘his teachlngs._*

S

' Alan Bance. The German Novel 1945 1960 (Stuttgart Akademlscher

Verlag Hans Dleter Helnz, 1980) 120.

e ) 'f; I ‘ ‘ / |
o 2& Hans Eckart Rubesamen. ed;4 Man sage nlCht' Lehrer E

hatten keln Herz (MUnchen: Klndler, 19?0) 10

\\Horst Rumpf ”Dgr Unterrlchtsbeamtef- Dle aktuellen sﬁ_f'
Dlskrepanzen zw1schen Lehrerrolle und Lehreraufgabe,” ( e

Frankfurter Hefte 24 (1969): 429 40
'26

1.
Hellmut Becker,‘"Dle verwaltete Schulen Gefahren und

Mogllchkelten," Merkur 8 (1954) 1164

2 Quoted from brtllch betaubt 5th ed., (Neuwied and~ = {

s \ v R - R . ' v
\ o
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‘ Darmstadt~ Luchterhand 1982) o

2 Peter Scott. "An Essay on Educatlon IV: Flrst-class 'f“

mlnds at bay," The Tlmes ngher Edueatlon Supplement

:-.23 August 1985 24 ) oo hf{ fner .&xﬂﬁf aft:? ";:\ .

An 1nterv1ew w1th Hayo Matthiesen.‘Dle Zeit

' . \' ’ \ ’ tea
. 31 Odtober 1975 33 . <u¢; :ﬁ,,. ggf : o

\ N . . . . 1 ) . . ) . A
b 3 An 1nterv1ew in. Der Splegel 14 (1979) \’.a'{’;. Lo

\ '

Erlch Kastner‘(1899 1974) 7 "VersAumte Lektlonen o

- Gesang zw1schen den Stﬁhlen (1932) o g'“ ’;a"“ﬂan

3 Franz. Schonauer, RGunter Grass. Eln llterarlscher

’ — R

' >
Burgerschreck von gesternO" Zeltkr1t1SQhe Romane des

“»zwan21gsten Jahrhunderts. Dle Gesellschaft -in der Krltlk SR

der deytschen theratur.‘ed H Wagener (Stuttgart Reolam@\

= u < 3
' . - V
;o ..

33 Other artlcles whlch we should mentlon 1n cornectlon

v

7 with the flrst three works 1nclude*

/

Alexander Gelley,‘"Art and Reallty 1n Dle Blechtromnel "

FARSREIN
‘

" Forum for Modern Language Studles 8 (1967) '115 25. Henry o

| _Hatfleld '"Gunter Grass._ The Artlst”as Satlrlst,"d The

O

Contemporary Novel 1n German.5 A Sxmp051um. ed R.R.- Heltneffs\.
‘(Austln Texas UP 1967) 115~ 34" Idrls Parry,-"Aspects of ..

GUnter Grass' Narratlve Technpque," Forum for Modern Language
. Studles 8 1967) 99-114; Wesley V Blomster, "The |

Documentatlon ofra Novel: Otto Welnlnger and Hundegahre by

= GUnter Grass,? Monatshefte 61 (1969) 122 38 .Volker'Neuhaue,“

“Bella Tulla sans. mer01."’Arcad;a 5 (1970) 278-95; -



Lester Caltvedt.'"Oskar s Account of Hlmself Narratlve

t

Gullt and the Relatlonshlp of Flctlon to Hlstory 1n D1e

Blechtrommel."1 Semlnar lh (1978) 285 94 ;1' ?ﬁJA_s, - o

ot

3 Quoted from-Die Blechtrommel Dan21ger Trllogle 1,

719th ed. (Neumeq and Darmstadt Luchterhand 1982) R

0 ~

35 Ellzabeth .Boa, "Gunter Grass and the German Gerlln;"»\

“"“German Llfe and Letters 23 (1970) 1&7 . ‘ :; ; ; ;‘, B

e

x\ 36 Judlth Ryan{n"The,Revocatlon of Melancholy ‘Gdntar*’

\:Grass The.Tln Drum," The Uncompleted Past.. Postwar Germanw o

T

. NOVels and the Thlrd Relch (Detr01t Wayne State UP 1983) ;-yo

. 106 ) ‘- ‘\( L 7'4” ‘/ - ‘1; l“ P ‘ \( :7‘“ ' ,r (
. . S R : «

37 Kelth Nlles, Gunter Grass (London. V1s10n, 1975) 180

1“ 3 Alan Bancé The German Novel: 1945 1960 (Stuttgart ’~hf

/
N [
L

'Akademlscher Verlag Hans D;eter—Helnz, 1980) 96»r o \‘ . 1f5,ni:

39 M. K SOSHOSFI, "Oskar“s HungarymW1tch," Modern Flctlon

g

':StudleS‘17 (Sprlng, 1971) 61 7? T ”'»q.ﬂA,a’fGﬂf"ﬁ}”.’T:

L= E R A f>,{ :
‘ Ui 40 Ebérhard Mannack,'"Ds‘»*s Lékture.‘ Zum Verwelsungs‘ -

/fzusammenhang in. Gbnter Grass urechtrommel," From Wolfram

and Petrarch to Goethe and Grass, ed D H. Green,(Badan—Baden-V,h

”\Koerner, 1982) 587 600 V,“}?u s f“"_'i}“b ”'T[,¢f.”

. ) v ) Ty,
“w%l Bebra 1s not the only master 1n Oskar s llfe, as S

"Paul Francis Botheroyd p01nts out»"the moth 1s neferred to

w

‘ foften as 'Oskars Melster'",whlch on the day Of hls blrth

-

lkteaches Oskar the art of drummlng or, at least the/
fprotagonlst cum narrator 1nterprets the sound of the w1ngs

' obeatlng agalnst the llght bulb as belng that of ‘a drum beat 3}'7

- ta
- . . TR . 4‘ B

- . o . i . . . .

il ‘
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Paul Fran01s Botheroyd Ich und_Er Flrst and Thlrd Person G

Self Reference and Problems\of dentlty in Three Contemporary.fgjv

. German«Language Novels (The Haguex Mou!;n..1976) 28+ 61.

42 Professor Kuchen and Professor Maruhn are probably

B

based on Grass ‘own teachers, when he studled at the Arts

~

Academy 1n Dusseldorf durlng 19#8 49 He learnt graphlcs 7'
from Sepp Mages and Otto Pankok (poss1bly 'Kuchen from the-ﬂ
Low German<'Pankoken ) '”;' [; ;~,"' ‘

&

3 Irene LeOnard GUnter Grass\(Edlnburgh Ollver and R

Boyd 197@) o .w” 7Aj;e.'fr_' j‘ ;g“” :‘f
\ 44

.‘/ .
™~

Kelth Nlles. Gunter Grass (London V1s1on. 1975) 179

QS An 1nterv1ew w1th Helnz Ludw1g Arnold on the 28th

November, 1970 Text und Krltlk 1/1a (1971) 6;13”

Q6 Judlth Ryan purports that Oskar s educatlon 1s the i

dlrect oppos1te to that of Adrlan Leverkﬂhn s 1n Thomas-.fl'

AN
‘l" /

Mann s Dr.'Faustus

"3‘1?.' Whereas Adrlan s genlus is. gulded by tradltlonalsz

T unlver51ty study and hlS mentor Wendell ‘Jj'”"
:J;;;';; Kretzschmar, Oskar 1s self taught and must

SR paimfully COnceal hlS learnlng from those around :
s ;;-. : hlm. L f\;\'r, ““'jigfﬁ / ' ‘

I [

Judlth Ryan./"The Revacatlon of’Melancholy Gunter Grass L

The Tln Drum." The Uncompleted Past. Postwar German Novels.

e

-:and the Thlrd Redch (Detroltz Wayne State U? 1983) 60

Alan Bance suggests the s1m11ar1t1es between Dle .
T, /o .

Blechxrommel and Fellx Krull-,“»;f f«;» B

- N - [

QRS
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- Die Blechtrommel agaln llke Fellx Krull, parodles

f ?\‘3‘ “‘ranother tradltonal form. that of the 'B11dungs-'~

Yo
v

vaQ’t',l'f,-aroman. The/notlon of 'Blldung.' that experlence

ot life thCh necessarlly GQU1PS us to deal WIth

.
e 1 8 ~

'f‘ L jl fe. 1s 1tself thrown 1nto doubt This 1s not
T | e l- ‘
L merely a regebtlon of an outworn fprmx..u but also S

a comment on a particular hlstorrcal perlod.',‘ ,“‘ <

Alan Bance. The German Novel 1945 1960 (Stuttgarta Akademlscher
Verlag Hans Dleter Helnz. 1980) 134 f c A,~2 o L R

ol

7 Ellzabeth Boa, "Gunter Grass and the German Gremlln ";

German Llfe and Letters 23 (1970) 1#8. g
».~48 '

Henrl Plard - "Uber Die Blechtrommel.ﬁiText und Krltlk .
1/1a 1971) 44 't';ﬁ 3f.i{jw;l~;.*}7r : wf-l'ﬁ | 7ff\' L
Vt\ o U9 Quoted from Katz und. Maus.\Dan21ger Trllogle 2 17th5?n

e wa‘u' v L

eds: (Neuw1ed and Darmstadt Luchterhand 1982) \
iﬁ,-, o9 We should mentlon here that the name of thls sports
teacher dlffers 1n spelllng 1n the two novels.f In Katz und
Maus—lt 1s Mallenbrandt,lln undejahr there 1s noh't' " gL5

Mallenbrand Some crltlcs have attempted to assoc1ate thls

fmctltlous flgure w1th an actual sports'/teacher at the ’; v\y:

: N

onradlnum.. In an 1nterv1ew 1n Der Splegel in. 1962 Grass

reJected thls notlon but went on to say that thls proved how
realistlc llterature could be.~ »‘5f ”\_7ré ﬁilg ,f;\;’ff?:
lleeser Studlenrat Mallenbrandt 1st - w;e alle melne;‘~i

N g ’

‘\Flguren - fre; erfunden. aber nlcht aus der Luft

ij o *;*gegrlffen.; Eln Studlenrat Wallerand 1St mlr nlcht

o . ) . P 3
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'bekanhtf' Allerdlngs gab es in Conradlnum zu Danzig—

e Langfuhr elnen Turnlehrer = an selnen Namen vermag
. " fa) . . t

lch m;chﬁn$pht mehr zu erlnnern -'der elne Tr111er§$‘

R pfe;fe an. langer,\geflochtener Kordel besass.'
o ,‘ @)

~ = Wenn nun der mlr unbekannte Thebdor Wallerand 1n
- L s1ch den anonymenJ m1r bekannten Turnlehrer mlt der

} 'Zauberpfelfe w1edererkennt also berelt 1st zu

’ erklaren. dass er 1h derrTurnhalle des Conradlnums

. \~A
A

elne 'Zauberpfelfe .oft hat w1rken lassen dann
7‘;, ) kbnnte es mbgl;éh seln, dass 51ch w1e oft in der
E chhtung, zw1schen\e1ner erfundenen Flgur -
Mallentrandt S und elner.tatsachllchen J
Wallerand - elne Ahnllchﬁelt ergeben hét die nlcht
Q‘ unbedlngt gegen Wallerand sprechen muss, aber 1n‘

Jedem T:‘alll d1e Macht der chhtung bewe1 t

5 Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann, Gunter Grass 91

L 5 Quoted from HUndeJahre. Dan21ger Trllogle 3 9th ed.,‘ﬂ

j,(Neuw1ed and Darmstadt Luchterhand 11982)"

) Qesch, "Das Lehrer - Schdlef Verﬁaltnisiiﬁ

Brennpunkt wesellschaftllcher Auselnandersetzungen.-

LN

. dargestellt an den Romanen brtllch bet&ubt (BRD Gunter Grass)’

und Pause - fb\r: wanzka (DDR Alfred Wellm).'f'Der Deutsch- :

~;unterrlch (Stuttgart) 28 (October 1976) 51

R 54 An 1nterv1ew with Helnz Ludw1p At Wd Text und Kritik

1/12(1971) 27
A 55 ’ . .
C There 1s a pun on the name TTowa . and its
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Hreference to the cooking term 'Bruhe meaningA'broth' or‘ﬂ
” 'gravy.' Grass-is h1mself a keen cook and dellghts 1n hlS .
culinary expertise. ThlS 1s partlcularly ev1dent in hlS.
”“novel Der Butt (1977) and 1ts eleven female cooks. Grass
1nterest in food goes back to the days when hlS mother owned
a: grocery shop,’ He is- good at cooklng, preparlng at least
half of the family meals. He belleves that he can recover

"from worklng‘by cooking. S

.56

“

Peter J. Graves, "GUnter Grass ‘Die- Blechtrommel

.

rand ortllch betaubt The Paln of Polarltles," Forum for

.MQdern Language Studles 9 (1973): 132 b2,

57 ‘Noel L Thomas. The Narratlve WOrks of Gunter Grass

“A Critical Interpretatlon (Amsterdam and . Phlladelphla Jo

BenJamln, B. V 1982)- 174,
'd 58 Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann 107

'59 Noel L. ‘Thomas 170.
60

61

Noel L Thomas 196

Manfred Jurgensen, Uber Gunter Grass. Untersuchungen R

Zur sprachblldllchen Rollenfunktlon (Berne and-Munohen:
.Francke, 1974) 17# ’ -
62 Noel L. Thomas 17h
63 Erhard Frledrlchsmeyer.."The Dogmatlsm of Pain: ngal

| AnaeStheth." D1mens1on 2 (1970) S '.f
6h ' : :

Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann 70.

65 Ann L. Mason. ‘The Skeptlcal Muse;“ A Study of GUnter‘h”

‘Grass’ -Conceptlon of the Artlst (Berne: H Lang; 197#) 12h
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66

An 1nterv1ew with Hennlng Rlschbleter. Theater heute"

3 (1969) 31 34, W1th regard to the relevance .of the play:4f

' Coeit is worth recalllng that it was flrst

performed one year after the students protest

:4‘." . movement had also left 1ts mark on 11terature'
o 1tself for mllltant students and 1ntellectuals -

had 1ncreas1ng1y demanded that llterature should

~ — / -
. i

" be: subordlnated to polltlcal objectlves.
”NoeldL Thomas 188. T . ‘
. /

| 'srhard Frledrlchsmeyer, "ThehDogmatiSm‘of Pain."”37.
68 Vo

T

VEva Hoesoh 62
69
70

Erhard Frledrlchsmeyer 39. )

Thls 1nterpretatlon of- the relatlonshlp between
teacher and pupil does not conform to a number of crltlcs
opinions who CJntlnually stresc that there is a generatlon

Q gap be*Ween~'dult and-youth The confllct, however between
adolescence and old age appears to be the make up of the

‘ teacher alone rather than between the varlous characters.

It 1s Starusch who cannot come to terms with hls own
:adolesoence Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann, for examplel suggests'

that,.slnce.Starusch'has had;to'glve uo his_oast ideals;for
'the sake'of his pedagogical role. he has beCome=an introvert
and private person "Seln Kontakt Zur Jungeren Generatlon
wird vori daher zum- blossen Rollensplel v
Gertrude Cepl Kaufmann 106.. - ,.;; ; -Au

71 Eva,HoeschvéQ._iv ,‘f S VS



W

,.: ‘~.’ 5 : ‘r\l. .‘._ . o 125\1 .

72 The‘“Spuren im'Sehnee'*are”indieative of the snail's -

path of slow but cautious progress. Jn Aus dem Tagebuch' v

elner Schnecke Grass refers to hlmself as the human snail:

'

L]

“IcK 11ege hlnter mlr.\

Meine Spur trocknet weg -

- Unterwegs vergass 1ch mein Zle1« ‘
. Jetzt 21ehe ich mlch zurtick,

- bln nur noch zerbrechllch (Tgb 39- ho)
73 An 1nterV1ew with H. Klunker. "Ich und melne Rollen:'
Wirkllchkemt und Roman. theratur und Polltlk. eln Gesprach," .

Deutsche Allgeme;nes Sontagsblatt 12 October 1969
.74

Eva»Hoesch 62, It is notlceable that the reeeption

of brtlgéh betaubt nas been quite negatdve, since some

CrlthS belleve that Grass has 1dea11sed polltlcal cdnéerns','
;;onja personal level the narrative - is only a polltlcal
“wﬁnlfesto wrltten 1n a llterary form. Others regard Starusch
‘as’ Just another narraggr ‘whose pedagog1ca1 role’is of no

tconsequence; He ‘has . also been descrlbed as ai negat;ve hero'

Wthh is somewhat misleadlné.lvHe eertalnly ;s_a protagonist
‘who);s'prone to faliure in every aspect‘of-his lite. Yet it

is'this ‘negatire quallty whlch clearly deplcts thé crisis

in Whlch he, flnds hlmself If he were to react pos1t1vely

and solve all his’ pnoblems, then we woul& be presented with
~an ideal world and not the reality of contemporary West
s ) \ ,

Germany

?5 Paul Konrad Kurz, S.J., Uber moderne Lfteratur III;

, . s*’y
Standorte und Deutungen (Frankfurt Knecht 1971) 102, .fi'Vf‘& ,
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76

Quoted from Aufsatze zur Literatur (NeuWied ahd
Darmstadtx Luchterhand. 1980) 163. . , '

77 Quoted from Aus dem Tagebuch einer Schnecke (Neuwied

- and Darmstadt Luchterhand 1980) 2nd ed.
78

7%

80 Noel 1. Thomas 359.

81 Noel L. Thomas 3641 S

Kelth Miles 205,
EvajHoesoh~59C\

Each polltlcal problem, whether 1t be the reform
;of the pen31on system or Brokdorf and the dlsposal
~of nuclear waste, presents itself- to ‘his ‘mind like f’
a stone which has’to be pushed up . the hlll and Wthh -
then Folls back down into the valley.’ The labours
' are many and interminable. |
82 Ih the light of this 1nterpretatlon and Graso' oWn
words. it would be dlfflcult to understand ‘how Noel Thomas .
‘can remark that "the author regards’ thelr behav1our as belng
worthy of imitation ‘by those who are concerned about the
'demooratlc welfare of 'their country"(353)
k83 Quoted from Goethe 5 postscrlpt to a letter to Zelter

on “the 26th November, 1825 Werke, Briefe und Gespriche

(Zurich’ and Stuttgart: Artemis, 1948) Vol. 20: 543,

84 .Quoted from Uber das Selbstversténdllkhe (Neuw1ed

and. Darmstadt Luchterhand 1968) 56-57, W
85,Kurt Lothar Tank, "Deutsche Polltlk im literarischenﬁ
Werk von Gunter Grass," Grass Kritik - Thesen - Analysen.

. &
ed.,M. Jurgensen»GBerne Francke. 1973) 184 85,
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a

6 Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi.‘Lienhard und Gerggud.

o ) N
Preface in S&mtliche Werke, eds A. Buchenau, E. Spranger

.and H. Stettbaeher (Berlin and Leipzig, 192?) Vol 2: "3
87 -Helmut Germer, The Novel of Education from 1764 to

gzg (Berne and Frankfurt: P. Lang, 1982) 12, 4\

f\
88 Quoted from Aufsatze zur Literatur 163 In 1980 the

Jewish museum in New- York exhlblted Jew1sh treasures which
had been- transported from Danzlg before the Great Synagogue
was'destroyed'by the Nazis. heferences are made to this in

Aus dem Tagebueh einer Schnecke:

Als Ende Marz (laut Verkaufsvertrag) d1e Grosse
Synagogue an der Reltbahn gerfumt .werden musste.
lhalfen Zweifel und selne réstlichen‘SchUler beim
-Verpacken der KultgerateJ die'wenig spater nach
i New York geschickt wurden, wo sie als Gieldzinski-
Sammlung im Jdischen Museum Platz'fanden {Tgb. 84)
To commemorate the exhlbltlon of these treasures a book
was publlshed ln 1980 show1ng the catalogue and its pmotos.
In addition to articles written about Dan21g Jews and the
hlstory of the treasures an. essay by Grass, translated by
Ralph Mannhelm and entitled "What shall we tell the children?"
was included in thls Book. Grass/has cdearly 1ncorporated

'vln this %Fsay remarks made prev1ously in other works, such

as AufsatZe 2ur Literatur, but he has also expanded his views
of. the German Past ‘and related them o Heinrich Helne s;

'attltude in his fragment The Rabb1 of Bacherach as well as
§
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tp German soclety's reaction to the television series
‘Holocaust: - o v 0

.The success of 'popular' enlightenment has nemer

been more than skin*deep.;\Demonstrably as
relevisioh'series fas shown by public opinion polls) \
shatter, touch or‘horrify the masses, much as the; 7
mome'them to pity'or even shame - and’this 'was the
effect of Holocaust - they are quite 1ncapable of
dlsclos1ng the complex modernlty of genoc1de and

. the many layered respons1b111t1es at the root of it.

;"What shall we tell the children?" Danzig 1939: Treasures

of a Destrqyed Communaty. ed. Shella Schwartz (Detroit:

Wayne State UP, 1960) 22.

89 An 1nterv1ew w1th Ferdlnand van Ingen and Gerd
- Labroisse at the unlver31ty of Amsterdam on the hth Nay. 1976

Deutsche - Blicher (1976). @

- 90 Helnz Ludw1g Arnold “Die unpadagoglschewProv1nz des

4 .

“GUnter Grass,? Brauchen wir noch’ dle Literatur? Zur

llterarlschenﬁ81tuatlon in der BRD (Dusseldorfz Bertelsmann, .

1972) 134-37.
91

Charlotte Ww. Ghurye, The Movement towaré a New Social

and Political Cons01ousness in Post War German Prose (Berne:

b Tang, 19?1) 73"

'92 Eva Hoesch 59.

o %,
93 Noel L. Thomas 189. Dieter Wuttke also p01nts to the

1

aftermath of the publlcatlon of brtllch bet4ubt:

vy



'Ee'ist‘bezeionnend fdr die Situation. dass bald

nach Grass' Romarm—eine Gruppe von PAdagogen ein’

chlenen lless~ DasuEnde der.

"Buch mit“dem‘Tite

wH8f1lichkeit. F‘ﬁfeln Ravision der Anstands-

| - erz1ehung v Sle ver512h§fin das: Ende der delich-fdﬁ
- kelt bedeute fir sie. nlcht den Untergang von
Sen81b111tat. Z&rtllchkelt upd Takt dles aber in ~
| der unsens1belst@n und taktlosesten Sprache, dle
wahrschelnllch Je in iolchem Zusammenhang benutztd“'fr
worden 1st. ) ' R |
Dleter Wuttke, ”Dldaktlsche chhtung als Problem der
ﬁﬁtheraturkrltlk und der llteraturw1ssenschaftllchen Wertung.

“Ein w1ssenschaftspollt1scher Essay," From(Wolfram and

Petrarch to Goethe and Grass, ed D. H Green (BadenfBaden:

‘ Foerner, 1982) 606

qngqlpleter Wuttke'605 Ann Lo Mason ‘is another critic

e : -

who employs the word dldactlc' with regard to brtllch betaubt.'

o

-y

,.the nOVel is ... us1ng a fictional form to make
st dldactlc point, to polemiciZe against-'terror

yirand-re51stance R ortllch betaubt can be seen

. as a klnd of non-dldactlc parable, one whlch has
no s1mple p01nt to convey but Wthh 1s rather a
‘story constructed w1th a productlvely obllque
-reference to the 81tuat10n of contemporary Germany~ f
It would, then,‘n%t argue a p01nt but provoke and,_

to a llmlted extent dlrect the readers’ medltatlon. '



A } . "‘ . . ) ‘ ‘ o 130' ;~

fﬁAnn L Mason. The Skeptlcal Muse 126

95 Ann L Nason. "The Artlst and Polltlcs in Gunter .

,f‘/ .
‘Qrass Aus dem Tagebuch elner Schrecke,"'Germanlc Rev1ew

51-52 (19?6 77) S '_ Ce

’96 Neal Ascherson, "Problng the German Slckness‘"

N

"Observer Rev1ew 18 Aprll 1982.:7‘

o 97 "Uber melnen Lehrer Dbblln," Aufsfitze zur Literatur ™%\
2703',‘ ; | ‘ |
h s 98 Robln Smyth. "Food for Thought," Observer Magazlne
1 October. 19708 SERTEE ‘ '

“ 99 Quoted frem'-thé 'Hellbronner S"iftstellertreffen',

;durlng the 16th to 18th December. 1983 -‘Widerstand. lernen

;:HolltlSChe Gegenreden 19804_} (Neuw1ed and Darmstadt

. Lucnterhand 198#) 91- 96
. ’100

‘"Verwelgert Euch'"‘Aufruf der an der Heilbronner

WBegegnung bete llgten Schrlftsteller. Wlderstand,lernen 9?—

,98.v

'flgi Fourteen years after Katz und Maus Grass does not

: forget the teachers he mentloned in pass1ng The name of the

;?Latln teacher, Stachnltz,‘was mentloned twice 1n that work.

;

’x‘

“When' the lleutenant commander v1s1ted hlS alma mater he sat
betWeen Stachnltz and BrUnles, and in hlS speech he sald that
he har ‘hought of hlS Latln teacher»when he. was, in hisg flrst
tank. ;ﬂlS Latln teacher reappears once in Hundeaahre, when
“we hear that Dr. Stachnlk-was the pres1dent of the Centre

Party, untll it was dlssolved in Octdber, 1937



. o . * . B ) . ‘

In Der Butt there is,a whole chapter devoted to thls
, teacher-ln the format of a letter wrltten by ‘the author who
" was taught Latln by Dr. Stachnlk.t After the Centre Party no’

longer ex1sted in Danzmg, thls teacher became a smlent

L4

opponent of Natlonal Soc1allsm and had to be cautlous

“Und doch hat man Sie- bls 1n den Schulmlef hlneln

f' verfolgt was unseren blbden Penn&lerw1tz kaum “

B .
lah i

geJuckt hat (Bu. 168)

N
When teachlng Latln he seemed to have "No. contact w1th hls
puplls, s1nce he was pa831onately obsessed w1th the grammar.::‘

But when he showed that he was Cathollc and spoke of Dorothea

-

von Montau and his research about thls fourteenth century
| prlestess, he could escape reallty ahd catch the attentlon

, of at least one of hJs th1rteen year old pupils.v He was

/ .

unsuccessful ‘in teachlng the author Latin: N

- Aber Sle und 1ch\w1ssen,‘dass dle Geschlchten nlcht
o 2

aufhpren kbnnen, 1mmer w1eder anders und anders
“ , ) ,
v w1rkllch zu,verlaufen. (Bu. 172) — s

f

A We are reminded of Grass! view that history 1s c1rcular:_
"Glbt es Geschlchten. dle aufhorén kbnnen”" (KuM. 84) In

an interview with Robln Smyth 1n 1978, Qrass made,the

follow1ng comments about hlstoryﬁg . V;; -

>

-ur ofﬂlc;al school and unlver31ty hlstory is all

. [
aboutﬁwars and treatles and dynastles;... But the’

'flgﬁroductlon of the potato into Pruss1a caused more‘

Vsoc;al‘and,polltlcal,change than the Seven Years':



0 war that preceded 1t Bes1des. the records on
whlch 'factual' hlstory 1s based are full of holes ;
and wrltten by the, v1ctors and\the llterate

3

.»/\@,mlnorlty (Smyth 37) 'L; : v‘;ﬂ :' ‘Juffiﬂffif(

- 2 = .-
), . . Iy 4

In Grass v1ew therhlscorlan cannot reach those areas of lee

whlch the. lmaglnablve and creatlve wrlter succeeds in reachlng.

: " N 102 A number of crltlcs have attempted to analyse Grass
”oplnlon of women 'in Der, Butt 1nclud1ng ' f: e 'ﬂ

Noel L. Thomas.’"GUnter Grass' Der Butt Hlstory and/
T /
Slgnlflcance of the Emghth Chapter ('Vatertag')," German Blfe

)

and Letters 33 (19?9 80) 75-853 - Pfter Russell "Flounderlvg

fln Femlnlsm The Meanlng of GUnter Grass' Der Butt." German"jl
Life’ and Letters 33 (1979 80) 2b5-56, - gf)g, \P¥
—_ 103 Quoted from Der Butt, 4th ed (Frankfurté Fdscher:%
71983) .
104

The poem Schulgaus 1s quoted from Ausgefrag

3(Neuw1ed and Ber11n~/ terhand 1967) 8. - T . .

T 105 The"Schulpa "1s also referred to in detall in :-”
*0“\ e BN

Hunde;ahr ﬁgwhere Oswald Brunles behav1our dn the school

‘-playground 1s descrlbed in humorous tones. Agaln there 1s
.the notlon that the puplls fear the end of ‘the breaktlme,

when they have to return to the classroom. Grass enJoys

!

_-playlng w1th words- always conce1v1ng new words. Here agaln
Ahe combines the word Pause ‘with other aspects of school R

i
5 .

llfe- "Klelne Pause, Grosse PaUSe‘ Pausensplele, Pausén-

gefluster. ~Pausenbrot und:Bausennat."&(Hj. 79)¢7
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