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' cultrvate those vrrtues clarmed t""-'be more promment m women‘ m0d¢ST’y

g nstttutlons To ensure thrs the specrahzed educafron frrst of all l@.d td

purtty watrence, obedlence reverence to authorqty, gentleness

"ihelpfulness benefrcence‘land above all selﬂessness Secondly, lt had to

fas _jf; strmulate m them a patrrotlc attachment to the French Canadran natron

As the clergy moved West to mtmster to the splrltual needs of the};

Edmonton the Penszonnat Assomptzon and demonstrate that the clertco- e

o e

‘French speakmg voyageurs and settlers, 1t transplanted the clenco-"‘ |
10 ahst 1deology to the new corhmumtles ThlS thesrs wﬂl examme the

o uon offered m a pnvate Catholrc boardmg school for glrls m.; S

.'-._.';"equ1p women wrth an unfallmg devotlon to the church and lastly,
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© . CHAPTER1

- INTRODUCTION

ﬁmversal compulsory schoollng in the Westem world has. g

generaliy been equated Wlth the good of socrety ancl has been accla1med as L

an 1mportant mllestone in c1v1hzatlon s long march to progress And untrl" Lt

| recently, the extensmn of schoohng opportumtles to women especlally at' _

the post-pnmary level was 1ndtsputably held to have contrlbuted to therr _' '.

-----

. i.; structure Wthh had favoured men for centurles served to redefme the

1mage and the role Sf women and weakened the conventtonal barrlers to o

career and economlc opportumttes \ R -

Recent hlstoncal and socrologlcal studles on womenand educatlon ‘
[

have pomted out. however a more complex relatronshrp between Lo

| schoolmg and the stz tus of women While formal schoolmg has

undoubtedly contrlbuted to the 1ndependence of some women and"f*

o expanded career opportumtles for others Just as frequently, 1t has hrnlted_ e

women s expectattons by remforcmg tradmonal values and the status quo S

A study of Oberlm College North Amertca s first co- educattonal post- L

N :
secondary 1nst1tutton 1ndrcates that nerther access to co educatronal‘ o

schools nor to- hrgher educatlon has neCe.ssarlly prov1ded equalrty of; "

| opportumty for women The college accepted women ‘as’ students Ior_"

‘pnmanly two reasons they were to have a soothlng mfluence on male '

students and to provrde a ready selectlon of sultable w1ves -On]c_e‘




e "-'such as mendlng and dourg the laundry The study 1llustrates that-' S

e equallty of opportuntty dld not and could not exrst as long as.women were‘:__ .

B _separate sphere A

'»beheved to poSsess a dtfferent nature and thetr aCttvrttes restncted to a -

- e

= adtmtted female students were dtscnmmated agamst Unltke men they. SRS

S "were barred from pubhc Speakmg and were assrgned hOUSCkeepmg dutte{ SRR

" lrecently w sthe necessrty to mould women to f1t socrally ascnptwe roles

based on culttrrally defmed supposedly natural femmme values The

'dtfferent and usually mfertttr educatton glven women was Justtfted by

-A,,,) ’

- clatms that women were betng prepared 10 ful{’lll a desrgnated role ’that

i ‘was. naturally thetrs because ftrst of all, it was blologtcall'.a:d e rmins

o 'and secondly, it was embedded in the cultural hentage of a so<:1ety A case

i}‘-]_m point was the educatron of women m Quebec durmg the a‘pogee of o

e A_rellgrous nattonaltsm a pertod spannmg more than a: century frorn 1840
to 1960 S T e e e T e

the farmly, church and school had 1ncul ed appropnate relt

o __'largely respons1ble for the educattona] needs and the sozvtaltzanon of 1ts.":v.

i ‘members Over the course of ttme éﬁangtng demographlc pattemS ’.; o

R B Educanon 'm Davrd Jones, Nancy Sheehan et al. (eds ), Lo

'(Wmmpeg Umversrty of Mamtoba 1981) p 47

From the begmnmg of the colony of Ne.w France the tnstttuttons of

.ous moral

L and socral values in young people T‘te lrontter cond1 ,ons however,

‘- ‘:mmgated the 1nfluence of both. church and school so th

| pohttcal economré and somal developments created condttlons that

P R : A

Ahson Prentlce "Towards a. Femlmst Htstory of Womcn dﬂd

.

c' o

.the famr]y Was"_;_‘,:_ J



:.allowed vvby“the mld-mnef, el

1deolog1cal rellance on the famlly, stressed the dtfferences between the g ';'.f-f;.»

'educatronal expenences for g1rls espec1all

BRI R
: AT
- ('

S «educatlon to women the church h1erarchy 1ntended to prepare :_'n,’e te, of

wl mothers wrves housekee

| to the turbulent socral consequences of 1ndustr1ahzatron and urpamzatronl,

proceeded to remforce 1ts control jf educatrop. It offered socml Stifbl]lt

"male and female uature and pressed %mcreasmgly dlfferel’ltl’dﬁed

the secondary school lév@\
By allowmg for ‘the provrsron and extensron of po t- p,rl a%'

A

‘teachers to perpetuate st

ATl ,dr tonal
: "N
: ',rehgtous and nanonal v.alues m the home and n educattonal 1nst1 tlons

" To ensure .thls the specrahzed educatton ﬁrst of all, had to cultrvae those

""'_patlence obedtence reverence to author1ty, gentleness, hel/pfulness

2 ’beneﬁcence and above all selflessness Secondly, it had to equl-p women
‘“f:'w1th an unfarlmg devotlon o the chuchand lastly, stlmulate ln thﬁm a
" j*'_,patrronc attachment to the French Capadlan natron Thus prepared

"'.keemnﬂ women in the home wduld strengthen the mstltutron of the famlly

S '_'T,and later to brrq%relrgron to. the settlers, it transpl nited

- -iand lead to the eventual re estabhshment of an orderly soc1ety m the mldst

L of what was percelved to be an mcreasmgly chaotlc and 1mmoral WOfld

As the Cathohc clergy moved West to mmrster frrst to the spmtual

L :f__;fneeds of French-speakmg voyageurs to proselyttze the natrve populatlon

o the clenco-

nth .century, the ascendancy of the Cathohc /
j _r,';both the spmtual and temporal world The church reactmgl

" ”l,‘ﬁ-v“:f'based m large measure on an € ucattonal program that promoted an B

- vrrtues clarmed to be more promlnent in wo \en m‘bdesty purlty, "

o woment w0u1d be able to: fu1f111 the glortous destmy of helpmates to |
- .husband clergy and nattonalrst leaders the mission for Wthh they hadf o

_.been placed on thlS earth. The church h»/rari:hy was convlnced that:.:. s



‘-.v'tnattenahSt 1deology and 1ts attendar\t xmages of women to the new
: com!nunltles The Western hlerarchy lrke 1ts Qpebec‘cgﬁr erpart

-v"unequlvocally resented the mterference of _the state in educatlonai matters

h--

_— and percelved the need to found prtyate reltglous scho ls t0 @ pare d“

o e11te to uphold defend and transmlt to. succeedmg genérattorts rehglous

',"natlonal and cultural values By exarnmmg the educauop offered m a

pnvate Cathohc boardmg school for glrls 1n Edmonton the Pcn szon_nar

E ~Assomptzon thls thesrs w111 dernonstrate that tﬁ’ rehglous natronahst

o 1deolog1es of Quebec were transplanted to: the wesgm F’rancophone

e _ommunltles It w1ll also &?}}OW that the 1mage of women presented at the

e st dol conformed to the 1deas of women and 10 the iole prescnbed for

Y :

o ‘ = Y ..“-_- "-.." ::: . ; . ‘
_ '"thern by Quebec clenco nauonahsts L o N N R
| Essentxally, tl11s study w1ll examlne the factors whrch contnbuted

= i'v"to the transmlssmn and acqulsmon of female gender .roles wrthm a

Cathohc French—speakmg envn’onment Although socral-ps _/chologlsts
| drsagree about the processes Whrch a chlld acqurres the understandmg

. of bemg exther a male or a female they generally concur thh the notron

- "‘_‘that a chrld's gender 1dent1ty is ﬁxed by the’ age of six.2 The home

~

envrronment as the mmal centre of socrahzatlon 1mpresse,s upon the

_ PR
“Lchlld "sets of expectatrons that defme the ways m whrch the members of G

» a

Freudran theory held that SexX, 1dent1ty had rts roots in . / P

| .'-expenence -social’ learmn"r theorists argue that- socwety through

condmomng, remforcement and imitation shapes sex- -defined
'-4,'behav1ours ‘while cogmtlve developmental ‘theorists propose, that

. "sex role. learnmg ls a part of the ratlonal lcarmng prbt:ess ‘of
o ehrldhood t R -‘s 'i S
. James Vander Zanden f ' "l P’ ology Thrrd edmon (New Youk
* Random Hoyse, 1977) p460. -~ . . o oodoe



R \'-.\'_cach SCX should behave "3 Schools sanctron these gender roles and extend

: » ’;"::"_.'.~. .‘. . - N i o I ) T : ‘

o the drvrsron of labour to the commumty o .,-:'

-Given that scnoots attempt 10 reproauce_mlog—cae 1de rcotrstmcm—“ =

'-"of a soca&y, it is- necessary to begm the exarmnatlon of the edncatlon of -

; : grrls at the Pen vtonnal by sketchlng the French speakmg commumty s ; o

R 1
.-'j;understandmg of the nature and role of women The elite promoted an.

'-'-nnage of women based on ) the bellef that the prorrs and?ecund French 1;:
_C‘madran wrfc and mo,ther id assured and would contmue to ouarantee'

‘the survrval of the. race 18, 1dea1 m turn, ‘st the. standards for thef'_.‘_, : \

o ’educatron\xgrrls The study exammes the ways m whrch the roleﬁquels o
: :_'twere prese) ed and how the grrls were exhorted to emulate and pa tem-
. therr lives on the 1deals It also attempts to drscem the lmks bet een - e

) 1deology and reahty by seekmg

f érs to the followmg guestlons Drd

.the grrls accept the religio t_and natronahst values set forth by the nuns” o

What l\mds of pre ‘sures exlsted to pe'rsuade them to conform" Were lthen’ ', K

L aca emic and areer expectattons concordant with the 1mages and \ﬁft‘lues ST

' _,presente P nd to what extent was thelr educatlon crrcumscrlbed b#' th_e ' "

'_ -demands of relrglon and natronahsm" S P '1' ’ »_," o

To fully answer these questtons tt 1s necessary to place the study tn.’fv '

o f' the Permonnat Assomptton squarely w1th1n a socral and’ hrstorrcal,-:"“"v,_.,."'-t%
| context For as Nadra Fahmy Eld and Mtchelme Dumont pomted c;ut in 0

| 'i'thetr study of women, the famlly and schoolmg in Quebec the trian lular-v = o .

. relattonshtp of. women and the famlly, the state and the churchglw e

essentmlly one in whrch the secular and the clerrcal elrmred for COtlltrOl O

VoIbid., pdds. \




L I

FRREE ; of Lf famlly by domlnatmg woment“_ "?hls study of the boardmu school
e atte pts to 1llum1nate the ways in whlch/the school as an mstrument of

= Quebec classrcal colle‘ges dunng the pertod in questlon

‘l‘ta lllllIUlH)

, 'groups mamfestatlon of the Quebecors natlonahst state) prepared women

| of tradmonal gender roles SR " e B

To gatn an ad%quate understandmg of the mfluences from Quchec

1t 1s necessary to study the expansmn of the school system m that provrmc

:_after 1840 For 1t was the system that remamed ftrmly in place lor well

:';-v; over a century, unt1l la Revolutzon tranquzllc of the 1960 S and it was {hc

last quarter of the- qmeteenth century, of a s1m11ar system o/ Catholqc’:f‘ T

” ",nat1onahst 1deology that km,dled the natlonahst and rehg,tous spmt mV"

‘In° an effort to dellne‘ate the 1deologlca1 structure of the rehgrous}.f‘ .. _‘ '_

3

‘.-»'}"F Nadla Fahmy Eld Mlchelme Dumont (eds ) Mgnre;ses d
; _malson, maltressesdecole fernmes.,. famllle et educatton dans

. uebec (Montr;eal Boreal Express 1983) p 16

?‘

-:_:followmg the ascendancy of the church and to the 1mplementatlon, m the L

" 'talent for mspmng young and old allke w1th relrgrous and patrtotrc i

‘ f'to accept the1r proper place in soc1ety and how it assured the alloctmon I

| type of schoohng that was' held to be the 1deal and when posslble was o
"emulated by Fralch Canadlan m1nor1t1es outstde Quebec l’he sccon(l S

chapter of the the81s is thus devoted to’ the study of Quebcc educanonf o

- _E'r_}’educatron in the NolrthWest, The thlrd chapter exammes the clertco-‘v-‘_"-.‘ifj",.""' |

,Tnattonahsm of Quebec the wr1t1ngs of Abbe Groulx are often c:ted c

al __"-,Gro.ulx s unrelentmg dedlcatlon 16 the natlonahst cause and his unequaled'ﬁ SN

| ‘fervour rank h1m as one of the most 1nfluent1al flgures of the Quebec



o ‘,".'{'_*.,_'
Vo L."_'_ Rt

SIS S

Ria

e jnatronah.st’ movement More t.han any other 1deologue he was responsrble

" for the fusron of rehgron language and famlly, the fundamental trtad of.".‘ ;
' tne crerrco natrona’rrstconstm ‘”He was as the htstonan Susan Mann. e

o l‘ rofrmenkoff pomts out the lmk between the ultra conservattve rehglous

L
; ‘

o natronahsm of Jules Paul Tardrvel and Henrt Bourassa and the secular‘l;‘

nattonahst movements of the 19605 5 Hts mﬂuence e%tended beyond the R

PR ;-,commumty The study 1s goncemed only wnh the pertod startmg w1th the

; '-'creatron of the school and endmg m 1960 Thrs date corresponds to the

Ly .

: I have retamed Abbé rather than usmg the equ1va1ent _
» _-'Englrsh desrgnanon 'Father' . whenever the French’ term - was used'
©in the prtmary o1 secondary sOurce to refer to the person in-

':-Susan Mann Trofimenkoff (ed) 'A 'be Jroulx: :
SO -N‘monahst Theme (Toronto Copp Clark 1973) p9

BT thc country ~Far from 1gnormg these Francophones out51de la patrte ‘he' o

o inatron, women played a dtsttnct and essentral role The thtrd chapter"
) "_»focuses on the place of womén in thls 1deologrcal construct and concludes‘

S »by lookmg at the educatlonal opportumtres avarlable to women at the tlme o

'school for glrls ‘the Penszonnat Assomptzon «the fourth segment traces S
i "’.“'f‘N Of d“ the rehgrous polmcal socral and cultural factors in Alberta“"t'-' -

that spurred the foundatlon of the school in, 1926 It then dEScrrbes the

qiestion, - T T SR .

Quebec borders to theFrench speakmg mmorrty groups scattered across S
E Saw, them as the vanguard of the French Canadlan surv1val.and exhorted,{‘ o

them to be ever V1g1lant of the dangers of assrmllatron and taught them'-if. S

.prrde m therr hentage In Groulx s. v151on of a v1brant French Canadfan'j-_ RS

Whrle chapters two and three set the stage for an understandmg of j".,.g ;

B ‘.,the nature and purpose of the educatron prov1ded in the pnvate boardmg—‘_.’-, 3

Y fcurrtculum and outlmes how 1t was geared to fylfrll the mandate of the,'l‘_f-.‘i, o



- v,’}onset éf the Quret Revolutron in Quebec the declme of the mlluence ol thc o B
o -"‘church and the seculanzatlon of educatton both m Quebec and in western
‘;""’.‘.-._-..'French speakmg communmes z ‘ S -

" 1960 also marked a penod of expanston and ch‘ngc for [hL |
Pensg,onnat Assomptzon In that year, renovatlons to the bulldmn‘
S _Tmcreased the enrollment capacny from approxrmate‘ly 1%0 studcnts o
L A'more than four hundred To ensure maxrmum attendanCc the- school

' ff'began acceptmg an 1ncreasmg number of grrls from non Frengh spcdl\mi,
”‘:_1., ifamrlres 6 Although the%xpenment was short hved n; served to e
B T‘i _._fa,ccelerate the mtegratlon of the prrvate Francophone school into thc'f:‘ o
."'-irpredommantly Enghsh separate school system, ‘a process tlmt was'
e "_complete by 1966 'Fhese developments greatly mod1f1ed the muonal;st
" and rehglous educatron that had characterrzed the school durmg 1ts first
’f,:v‘-"thrrty four years R o

_‘ The last two chapters of the the51s examme a number of acuvmes'
and practrces 1n those early decades that served to remforce the. natronal :
g and ‘relrgrous mstructlon of the formal curnculum Over the years a -
'serres of- clubs and orgamzatlons awakened and msplred the: natronahst—«
spmt by emphasrzlng the proper use of the French language by stressmg
- Z."_"'the 1mportance of a sohd hrstoncal knowledge of the deeds of the l‘rench":-_' i

R ..

. m North Amenca and by fostermg ap understandmg of and an emotronal.

o '-attachment to the hves explolts and customs of the ancestors The

'natlonallst educatlon m tum lmtrated the glrls to therr future roles as
"_Cathollc wome&by provrdrng them w1th the tradltlonal female model 10

. 'emulate an- 1deal embodted in. thelr foremothers the women ol' Ncw

6 T Hese' 'girlsfwer_e_.' of Engli‘sh-‘-"_speaking' pa'rents"-"_of ~.'-Fré:nch' ori{g»i'g_.,,

" (,}_



France ”l'he last chapter outlmes the rehg;ous and gemmme educatlon L

- that completed the grrls preparatron and assured tfhelr eventual dedlcatron

) "to husband chlldren church and natron

~ This study was bom, 1n part out of a need to understand my own 2

natronalrst and rellgrous preparatlon Educated in the late 1950 s and'-‘f--'_»-, PR

‘l960 S, frrst as an external in a convent school 1n Quebec and later n a’; )

'an excellent academlc tralnmg The small number of students at the rural' g

-and me a solrd foundatron in all requ1red dlscrphnes As a group, we' .

| ~rural school in a Northem Alberta Francophone communrty, I was grven

R school allowed the well tramed and able nuns to instill in my colleagues '

-_ excelled n. French grammar and lrterature and: were weak in’ Erlg\hsh S

Thrs shortcommg mattered llttle however smce we. requlred " N

4

compulsory provmcral exams ’Ilhen, and as they had done throughout the '

years, the nuns translated the dlfﬁcult sectrons for us and shlelded us once

were very successful in protectmg our language and culture Along with -.

the grammar lessons the drctatrons and poetry recrtatlons they taught us

"more from the encroachment of the forelgn Engllsh world ‘The nuns_- o

.
S

' the hrstory of New Fragce "made- us aware of . the herorc deeds of our

ancestors and mstllled in us an 1ntense prrde in‘our cultural hentage They

e

) 'taught us to be. forever on guard to the dang\rs of assrmllatlon

’Fhrs educatron however, was Janus faced. Although as French- :

Canadrans we were always urged and expected to succeed academlcally, o

female students prec]uded the extensron of academlc success past the’

the attendant natronahst and relrgrous values especrally those presented to . |

confines of the rural school The dlstrust of the Engltsh (anyone not

speakmg French) that had been SO carefully nurtured made us reserved'



and cautrous We d1d not con51der obtalnmg further educatlon outsrde the -

Francophone envrronment In Westem Canada, thrs offered few R

- opportunmes And for glrls there were addluonal constramts As“ i

women, our greatest contnbutlon to our race and reltgron was as wrfe and JRE

. mother We were never encouraged to enter the professrons careers B o

, even in nursmg'and teachmg, were seldom mentroned Thrs study on the' -

| éPenszonnat Assompttorr another French Cathollc school wrll shed lrg,ht o

s “on the contradlctory character of the soc1ahzatron process in the small( .
l‘ rural school and extend our understandmg ?f the educatron of grrls mo.
E j_other Francophone schools across the provmce PRI . ,;‘ ,'j

| On a w1der scope thls thesrs seeks to contrlbute to the hrstory and o
L socmlogy of women and educatlon by extendmg the accumulated;:‘

knowledge on changmg educatlonal pattems and the role of schoolmg for -

PN | _women W1th1n the last two decades, the number of works on educatrort B

has. mcreased phenomenally Many of these studles have proved to be_ :

1nsrghtful and mnovatrve on a vanety of toprcs related to schoolmg -

Hlstoncal studtes on chrldhood and adolescence such as Phrhppe Arles L

.Centurles of. Chlldhood specrallzed studles on prlmary schoollhg, Furetﬁv |

'. .and Ozoufs ere et écrire and socto-hlstoncal analyses of schoolmg and;‘ .

| : equalrty df opportunrty, Bowles and Grntrs Schoolmg in, Cagrtahs o

America and Chrrstopher Hums, The L1m1ts and Possrbrlmes of

o 'Schoohng have.a common charaCtenstlc 7 They focus almost exclusrve]y ’

j_-7' Phrlrppe Anes ‘ i

 Family Life ('New York: Random House 1962)
- Frangois Furet and lacques Ozouf Lire efé
. Editions  de Minuit, 1977).-

.S, Bowles and ‘H. Gintis, .

' r‘-_‘York Basrc Books ‘1976)



S educanonal mstrtutrons in England and in the Unrted St‘!tes,

: mﬁuenced Canadran works on women and educatro

h Chnstopher Hurn, The Limits and Pe

- -Introduction 10 the Socrology gf Eduggtron (Boston Allyn and L
o Bacon 1985) . : RN , _ . '. "-,"

Vo

:_’f,notrced a brref chapter on the educatlon of grrls 1s added to the 4tudy 8.
| ’I'he last twemy flve years however have seen an unprecedented'f_ SR
mterest in women and educanon A numbegpof wrrters mﬂuenced by the_' :
S womens movement of the 1960's and. the rev1sromst approach to the
wrmng of the hlstory of educatron 1nsp1red by Bemard Barlyn have_';
g attempted to redress ﬂge balance 9 Although much of thrs lrte ure s the

"-':‘:'..,‘_-f?work of Enghsh and Amerlcan authors and looks at’ sc'oolmg and'}",»

esve have_'-}-'”’

contrrbutrons such as. Lucrenne Plante s"La Fondatron de lensergnement_¢

clas51que féminin au Québec 1908- 1916," Ann Grays hrstOnFal study on '_
"co- educatronal schoolmg, Carolyn Gossages work on. 1ndependent' o

o schools Mary,Maxwell s analysrs of class relrglon and achrevement in

boardmg schools and Alrson Prentrce s studres on schoolmg in, Ontarto;‘;

-have contrrbuted greatly to our understandlng or womens role 1n'

ibilities of Schodlin *An:—'

Prentrce op cit p39 40 and Fahmy-Erd and Dumont op c1t p:

'28 29

N

9 Bernard Barlyn Educatron in. the FormmgLof Amencan Socretv

(New York thage Books 1960)

]

~ f"'0> Phylhs Stock Better Than Rubres A Hrstorv of Womens

Education. (New York Caprlcorn Books, 1978)
N. Frazier and M. Sadker . _Soc
Harper and Row 1973)
Ellccn Byrne w m' '

. (New York

Ar '_n (London Tavrstock 1978)

Ve

' “-':von male subjects, ‘ If and when the absence of the female vanable lSa .

Recent IR



T b1

o 'educatron 11 Substanual gaps remam as most studtes ongrnate in Ontano-f S

. and Quebec and focus on the educatronal process m those two provmces

In Quebec a number of studles have analyzed the 'process of;

o _'vmculcatlng "femmme, clerlco natlonahst values m educatlonal
Vi 'Vlnstltutlons The wntmgs of Susan ManndTrofrmenkoff and of Mona-'
g Josee Gagnon on the 1mage of ﬁomen in French Canadran rehgxous AR

nattonahsm Marta Danylewyczs study of convent life in the late’

'_"mneteenth early twentteth centurles Lu(nenne Plantes AntOnme

B -stlmulate women s career and educatlonal opportumtles 12 Thts thesrs on B

- Gagnon s and Sherene Brookwells studles of the educatton of women m - R

o Quebec and the collectton of papers edited or written by members of le;» B

__‘__

Collectzf Clio ‘are but a few of the works Wthh attempt to determme o

S how h1stor1ca1 events and soc1a1 dQvelopments have served to restrrct or

.r‘

'.'11 Lucrenne Plante "La Fondauon de lensergnement classlque q

L féminin au Québec . 1908 1916 " these de DES Umversrte de

" Laval, 1968. N

- Ann Gray, "Contmulty in Change The Effects on Glr'ls of S ~
* Coeducational - Secondary Schoolmg in Ontarro 1860 1910 M.A'. .

v+ Cargln Gossage,
- Schools (Toronto Martin Assocrates 1977)

thesis, Umvexsuy of Toronto 1979 : o

Mary’ Percival: Maxwell and:James D.. MaXWcll "Women Rellglon

- and Achrevement Aspirations: A Case Study,. of Private School L
»Females " in Robert M. Pike and Elia Zureik, (eds.) Socialization “an nd

Values in’ Can adlgn Sgg gty, vol. II (Toronto McClelland & Stewart
Co1975).

- Maxwell and Maxwell Women ando the Ehte Educattonal and

,Occupatlonal Aspirations of anate School Females 1966-76,"

" Canadian Review of Si | gy 21, 41984 pp‘

“°.'371 394 e ~"ﬁ.=:‘;.f“f“;i c ’"

e

.:. 12 Susan Mann Troﬁmenkoff ion Franca, ench Canadian
* ‘Nationalism in “the T Wentics (Toronto Umversny of Torbnto Press S
~ 7. 1975), The Dream of Nation (Toronto: Mac_mt_!la? 1982) and "Les R




2 wrrtten by members of rehgrous orders and 1f not ha?; aphlc are )

k 'vfe:mmes'dans loeuvre {de .Groulx Revue dh\stmre de”. 1Amer1gu

--lAssomptlon de Nrcolet 1937 1968 " these de DES Umvers1te de

lme of mqmry It proposes to contnbute as well to the body of res@ch o g

con Alberta women o 7’,‘: '_ ', x " -

The lacunae of 1nformat10n on women and educatlon n. Alberta 1s -

pronounced Hlstorrans of educatron have tradmonally focused thelr' :

1nvest1gat10ns ‘on rellglous educat1on prov1ded m mxssmn schools by o

Roman Cathollc orders In these studles womens contrtbutlons have-

been duly recogmzed 13 Many of these works however have been' :

hardly cmtrcal of the educatron provrded in the mrssron schools Nancy’ L

Sheehans dlssertatlon on "Temperance the W C T RN and Educauon 1n"" ‘

- francaise, 32, 3 (decembre 1978) pp.395-398.
Mona-Josée - Gagnon Les femmes vue r_le_ Québe: des hommes

30 “ans d'histoire des 1deolomes 1949 1970 (Montreal Editions du

Jour, '1974). : ) ‘
Marta Danylewycz "Takang the VCIl in Montreal 1842-1920: *An -
~‘Alternative to- Marrlage Motherhood and Spmsterhood Ph.’D. )
‘thesis, Umversrty of Toronto, 1981. . -
" Lucienne Plante, op. cit. .
Antomne Gagnon, "Le College cla551que Notre Dame de

Laval, 1972.
‘Sherene Brookwell, "The Instttuts Famlllaux of Quebec Relrgrous

' Natronahsm and the Educatlon of Glrls for Domestlc Life, 1900-

- 1970," MA fhesrs {imversrty of - Ottawa 1980
Le Collectlf Clio, L'Histoire des femmes.
siécles (Montréal:: Les Quinze éditions, 1982). : e
Nadra Fahmy “Eid, Mlchelme Dumont opcit., g

: nl"
o .

»

d Olgnons

M G1lles Gadnnp(ed,) (Edmonton Insntut de la ’,
Recherche de la Faculté*vﬂaint Ieanfq 198,@) D &

'& a,ﬂ
g

o the educatlon of glrls at the Penszonnat Assomptzon is an addltIOI'l 10 thls.' e

. - . . . . . . . - ‘. I
L . . . L . . - o s . . . e
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"'Alberta, 1905 1930 v and Shelley Bosettts "The Rural Women s :
o "Unlversuy Womens Instttutes in Alberta from 1909 to 1940 " have _ e

AR 'prov1ded a fuller p1cture of the educatlon of Alberta women 14: _' j

‘i.';_f'._,ﬁCorrespondmgly, there have been a number of works w1th1n‘the_‘4,",

' "vsoc1010gy of educatlon yet much research needs to be dbne 15

The character and des1gn of thJS study on the Pen rzonnat»-

Assomptmn “have’ been dtctated m large measure by the nature of the .

sources Upon the closure of the boardmg school in 195}2 \es Soeurr s de

- Assomptton donated much of therr records to the Provmcral Archlves ol

- ','These are contamed in. numerous volumes wh;ch 1nclude mventortes |

'_financral accounts descnpttons of 1mportant o}ertc*l( v1srts coptes of |
addresses and decrees by bishops and. pnests nd the most mformattve o

.. 1abelled Chromques compnse peﬂOdlc

events The nature, quahly and quanttty of _ '.tatls mcluded vartes wrth the '

S v"“:‘degree of loquac1ty of the recordmg s r -Wlnle certam entnes are i

j,hrghlty descrlptlve of charactgxt ‘ i

QS",-‘L PR

- anecdotal statements The&: i

s '}motherhouse in NxcoIet the ch’ ’hlerarchy and other rehgtous orders

14 Nancy Sheehan " "Temperance the WCTU and Educatton in
Alberta, 1905 1930," Ph.D.. thesis, Umversxty of Alberta, 19&9

= . Shelley- Bosetti, “The Rural .Women's. Universi Womens

~ Institutes in Alberta. from" 1909 to: 1940 " M. d thesrs, Umverstty
- -of Alberta, 1983 L B L

15 . Morgan "Percewed Commﬁntcatron Acttvmes and L
.- Effectiveness - of Male and Female Elementary ‘School Prmcrpals"-

M.Ed. thesis, University of Alberta, 1977.- . - “H

: A
‘M. Nixon, "Women Admlmstrators and Women Teachers A o

_,Compara'tlve Study,” Ph.D. thesis, 4Un1vers1ty of Alberta, 1975.°

K. Toews "Self-Hatred in College Women: Sex-role &tereotypes and' .
,Same sex Afflllanon " PhD thes?s Umverstty of Alberta, 1973

.-

'al entnes of noteworthy T



T Much of the matenal dealmg w1th the students themselves has been kept 1n |
the orders own archlves at’ the prov1nc1a1 motherhouse in Edmonton
These records mclude yearbooks and school calendars llsturg adm1ss1on
) requrrements regulatrons and: dress codes class act1v1ty scrrbblers, l1sts
of requrred texts student grades photos, cor:respondence essays wrnttenr
by both students and teachers commemorat‘mg spec1al events student
newsletters mmutes of meetlngs newspap.er 4clrpp1ngs lrst of student
awards and varlous hlstoncal pamphlets on the school The analy51s of |
thrs matenal was supplemented wrth relevant secondary sources on the'_._"-_i»_'_. L
order of lAssomptzon de la Saznte Vzerge the h1story of French-f}-ﬁ_" \ ’
| speakmg Albertans and the clerlco natlonahst 1deology of ' uebec And: E r

newspapers especrally La Survrvancej were useful in

o g cultural and hlstomcal context wrthln Wthh the school oper ted o :

: LN

Thrs study does hot purport to be deﬁmtlve nor does it clalm to be i
- IR

anythmg but a begmnmg, a steppmg stone leadmg to further research on

the Francophone women of Alberta In fact this the51s can only clarm to

be rather llmlted in scope.- It deals rnostly w1th the 1deology, the: manner .”
in whrch the nuns of the Penszonnat Assomptton mterpreted the clenco-;_,,. o

natLronahsts v1s1on of the place of women in French Canadlan socrety and

how they 1mparted tlns understandmg to therr students It s yet to be fully‘

determmed to what extent these teachmgs mﬂuenced the values and;"j :

aﬁtudes of the students of the Penszonnat Whlle the answers 11e beyond‘ "

the scope of this study, they. may be contamed at a future date in the';".

B research of some other prospectrve academrc



B few rehgrous schools prepared an e'rte destmed to become lay and clencal

C "as a prrncrpal agent m the malntenance of Cathohc 1deals and m the

i "survwal of the French-speakmg natron w1th1n Canada

S The Cathohc School System RESTS ,‘:[-' EE R
The @uebec Model and the Implementatlon of a srmllar P L

System in the NorthWest R I R P x

|

\

. o
W e ‘_ ‘: _' e

L'ecole clestle chateau-fort ou le tombeau des croyances ou- . R
desnatronahtes1 S T U DI

o __,These words by Abbe Llonel Groulx a promment twentleth century \,

'”‘.Quebec hlstorran teacher and nattonahst succmctly and accurately

express the French Canadlan Cathohc church hlerarchy ) behef in the" B
S necess1ty of schools to propagate the farth and transmrt natlonahst 1deals. _} -
: “Durmg the. perlod of New France, the church had relred prrmarlly on the el

- 1nst1tut10n of the farmly to promote adherence to Cathohc doctrme A

' 'leaders of the colony The empha51s on schoohng as a prlmary agent m T
"mamtaming the French-speakmg natron drd not flourlsh however Uﬂtll

"f:'_“:_the mrd-mneteenth century, when as a result of pohttcal somal and 5
o econormc reorganlzatrons the church was able to gam ascendancy over '

" all aspects of Quebec socrety 2 Increasmgly, schools came to be percetved T

LMt

"uébec/Amerrque 1977) p 247

) | '3 For the sake of srmp11c1ty, Canada East and Lower Canada wrll
. be referred to as Quebec e



- f’ The bellef' in the mvaluable functlon of the school in relnforcrng thej‘: S

prame West Even more than m Quebec where French

expanslon of educatton m Quebec dunng the last half of the nmeteenth‘ N

‘ .‘ constltuted the majonty of the populatlon the creatron of schools that

’ Norih- West In the twentreth century, French

T rely mcreasmgly on soc1al organrzanons and on r ugr_ )

| would allovw the free expresSron of the groups relrgrous and cultural

_ _..'.'values\was crucral for the survrval of the French speakmg mmonty 111 the
“‘-'-..-;_I;':West as rellglous and language ng}{/could no 1' nger be obtalned and

' upheld through the polmcal process Once the mﬂu gof Errghsh speakmg

EUAPTS .msntunons to: assure la: survzvance Schools played a pnmary role

. : s

As in Quebec, separate schools were orgamzed and drrected by the

- church and staffed in- large measure by the clergy or by mer/nbers of

g rehglous orders*—kt—the—seeondary, level prrvate schools offered the

'_ :factors that gave rise

‘“possrbrltty of obtammg an entlrely French Cathohc educatron srmrlar to
_'f' the type of schoolmg avarlable m the classrcal colleges of Quebec

S Although these mstrtutlons were prrmanly mtended for boys as the

o e of garls It is the purpose of thls chapter to outlme the dezvelopmefnt of the
L ,Catholu educatronal system m the North West and to show the ‘
e relatronsmp between educatron and the survrval of the Frenchaspeakmg

- _'_,mmo,rmes on the p\g?es by ﬁrst exa.tmnmg Quebec-educanon and the

this archetypal Cathollc schoolmg n |

° . A . . - R

_' g and educatronal

rehgrous and cultural values of the church and famlly spurred the'

e

\ ouc mmorrtres had to | _' L

. : century and accompamé‘d the development oP the school Syiem to the

anadlansif‘fg’ S

- :"-i;',:: and other 1mn¥1grants changed the demogfaphrc composmon ‘of: the ‘:'

2

' :,century progressed such schools were deemed essentral for the educatlon S



e 'ffor radlcal change by truncatmg the mfluence of the llberal pente-’"

o 3 Mason ‘Wade, "
'Macmlllan 1968) p 93

C——y

The begmmng Of the ascendancy Of the church in Quebec was
£ ] o
,marked by the Rebelllons of 1857 38 Earl;emn the century, French o
. -;_:_Canadrans faced a serles of upheavals Crop fallures a Shortage of};

{.'"_";v'economrc cr151s French Canadrans were: as well con{nually\frustrated o
2 ‘pohtlcally as a result Qf thelr 1nab111ty to attam the self—government..,l; -
- .embodled 1n -the constrtutlon of I79lp Fueled also by the hberal and :
' fdemocratxc European currents that accompamed the Industrtal"
Revolutlon the dlscontent erupted in rebelllon The upnsmgs revealed a .
f.. profound dlssattsfactton with the somal and polmcal order 3. : S
| Although the rebelhon was promptly quelle$ the reperc.ussmns of ¢ -

: vthe defeat persmted and the fallure of the uprlsmgs was for the hlstory of |

o

polmcal somal and educatrenal structp'es parallelllng those hberal

,s'ecular arrangements that had developed in the western! world followmg;t ﬁ..

»

Quebec hlStOl‘lanS ‘do not. agree on the. consequences “of the

) ’_Conquest and of the" Rebellron Those of the Montreal -scliool: -
_‘contend, like Momere that the *modern development of Quebec
'--_was arrested by these events, ~Others, following the traditional .
;hlstonogra,phlc school “claim that the very ‘nature of the French )

. -
S

E TR

'1‘. ‘. .

5 ‘Vo}u’l -f(frq’roh'te;_.}?_, il

arable Iand and hlgh unemployment had preCIpttated by the 18305 an R

' French Canadlans as s1gmf1cant as “the Conquest had been For 1t" e

A_‘relnforced the developments of 1760 and marked the end of the demands/ B S
B bourgeozsze the somal class hkely to have encouraged the development of o
.- . the Ehhghtenment and the Industnal Revolutlon The defeat meant that S

‘»:“.‘ 'few 1mped1ments weres left in the way of the ascendancy of the church -

| hlerarchy ¢ The Quebec clergyg-although always an 1ntegral part of S



17()0 5 Whlle some church property had been destroyed durmg the'! .

_— %&eConquestﬁ S v R .,_‘ R

S e T L R I R A Lo K ot o . L S
B T G e L . _ R A T

= 1 _9} .

i

L -‘f rench Canadran socrety ‘had had to accept a llmrted role espec1ally after\_' o .

f
!

o ‘Conquest and some conﬁscated the greatest logs had been felt as a result
. - e

, of the restnctr'o ,:'mposed on the clergy Wher s few L1m1tatlons had

- bcen placed on fem e congregattons recrultment of new members of the,,, L

k . ‘Jesurt Rgcollet and Sulprclan orders were dlsallowed And many cler1cs

.about ‘one thrrd of the clergy, made thetr way back to France followmop

R

The reduved numbers of cle'rlcs certalnly mpered the work of thé -

2 'church Therr dutres and responsrb111t1es however d1d not change They R

- were. "o evangelrze the Amertcan contment to 1nstruct the 1gnorant helpl. o

' 'the poor; care for the s1ck gu1de chlldren on the nght path of llfe 0'ver e

L the whole face of thlS rmmense contlnent "7 ThlS mlssron became more L

"_'feasrble after 1840 wrth the reorgamzatlon of Judrc1al socral andr‘.

-,

R

educatronal 1nst1tutrons As well the nom1nat10n of Bourget as B1shop of -

'\,.' s

/‘{'

B C,madlan character “the rellance on the cIergy, the feudal system -
~of land ténure, 4etc precluded modern developments from takmg e
',place N I '

4.

Momere op crt p7/8 79 - S :

v .

5 Before the Conquest the clergys role was also hmrted The

.'habttants Were, 1rrehg10us,1 many did not . tespect Lent or Siunday

_Mt"and some refused to pay the tithe. .The influenct of the prrest',, T

“in their. daily life was minimal. At the begmnmg of the 19th
. century, many. parrshes if they had a church, often had to make
~due without- a priest. In 1712, the clergy and members. of - '

religious orders represented/only 1.6% of the populauon Of 3'12. —

. members, 196 were nuns.. In 1730, only 20% of :p,arrshes could
boast of having a resrdent clerlc Moniére, . op.cit; p.67.

‘Roger Magnuson, ‘A_Brief "Histor uebec Education (Montreal:

~ Harvest House; 1980.) p.12, gives slightly hrghep f1gures 1In 1759,
'there » were 196 mhmbers of the male clergy ; ;

A



Montreal encouraged the ascensron of t*he clergy to posmons of power and".-'f A

k 1nﬂuence

Bourget along w1th Mgr Lafleche Brshop of Trors Rtvreres was:"

-the pr1nc1pa1 proponent of ultramontamsm a: conservatlve 1deology that o

pemntted qts adherents to make sense of”the many changes occurrmg m et

turbulent century and to _]UStlfy thetr respons S to these events Thrs ‘

1deolog1cal current had resurfaced m France in the mrd mneteenth

century, as a reactlon to the hberal soc'{ alrst and anarchrst movements that.

= grew out of the mdustnal and Napoleontc revoluttons These 1deolog1es~f

~

and workmg class deference and called mto QUestton the very fabnc of the‘f'}'::

| challenged the’ nottons of hterarchy and order based on noblesse obllge‘,»~ L

soc1al order Pressed by fear’ and uncertamt}’, CathOlIC leaders turned to_ S

Rome for guldance 8 Insplred by the teachings of the encychcal Mmarr B
Vos the ultramontane school objected to democratlc 1deals and Trecdom .

,of opmton rejected the separatlon gf church and state and mststed on."

obedlence to the church and to the governmg ‘body of. the state.?
: Proponents env1saged the eventual restoratlon of a theocra}:y allowmg> the
Pope Jurlsdtctmn over the Chnstlan world as had been the case before the\
Refonnatton L ' ' | | | 4 ‘ -

| Thts ultramontane ldeology was mtroduced in Quebec through the
works of Louis Vetllot 10 As. in France ‘the French Canadran version

condemned all forms of modemtSm naturahsm and rgtronallsm One

’. R 3
S For a d1scuss1on of ultramontamsm lookmg beyo d the
mountams over -the Alps: to Rome," see ‘Susan Man Trofrmenkqff

ﬁe Dream of. Natlgn (Toronto Macmtllan 1982) :p-

9 Mon1ere op cit., p179

10 Momere 1b1d pll§



necesxanly antt natlonahst since nattonallsm }n Europe was hnked to _' -

way of l1fe, 1t served to Jusufy the status quo Ultramontanes promoted
harmony and umty based on the sanc‘nﬁed 1nst1tutrons of the famtly and L

o v._ichurch 1 On these foundatlons the French Catholtc natlon had been bullt'-‘;if-f: o

adaptatxon however w'as requrred In France ultramontamsm was"'f an
republlcamim and to the ultimate evrl revolut1on In Quebec for

a¢ :"o be: nattonallst Thts natlonahsm however was nelther radlcal'. SR
ressrve Based as 1t wa‘s upon the glcm&@wn of Quebec S

‘ msm to combat hberahsm and secure the support of the pe 0ple c o

g and these mst1tut10ns m turn, would ensuge for French Canadlans @

S "-.:,destmyvfar more grand than that of Enghsh Canad1ans The lmk betwe%n R

language reltgron and natronalrty was largely constructed through thlsfiﬂl,}-"ﬂ’-‘

L ultramontane perspectwe,12

And it was thts dwmely ordered conservatlve Cathollc 1deology-_.

| thal promoted and tled Quebet to a form of educatton dlfferent from th&-;'_..

K

' ,type developmg m Englrsh Canada 13 Attempts to mtroduce Brmsh and

| :Amencan 1deas m the Quebec educatlonal system ended W1th a séries.of

'.jschool acts passed dunng the 1840's and 18508 Th1s leglslanon enabled

L mumcrpahttes to create school hoaxds and to raise taxes locally for the' -

' constructlon and mamtenarrce

Educauon was- abollshed and replac d by the Councrl of Publlc Instructlon

MY

Momere opcrt p- 181 y

12 M'omere ibid., p182 Srlver op. c1t p226 andTrofrmenkoff, |

op_.cit'._,_-p704 e D B S

—3 Sil-\{er, op,cit.,.-p.24‘1. R .. “

schools In 1875 the Mmlstry ofr, |
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S : Whlch allowed both Protestant and Catholtc commrttees separate and

o complere Junsdlctton over therr respecttve school systems Brshops could

22

7

; and dd become board members thereby assurmg clencal dommatron ot
i the Cathohcsectron(.l“’ RETER _' B o i 'ﬂ' T

A multlphcanon in the numbers of schools was made posstblej '.

- j}"of the century, a hrgh prOpOl'thj\ of school age chtldren In eftect

-

S number of workers W1llmg and able to devote thetr hves to a varlctygof

YV“‘-

* Magnuson, ‘op.cit., p26

'It is 1nterestmg to note that the’ denomtnattonal system was

"created in response to a petition
” tequestmg ‘¢ducational gua%mees 0

. % cit., p: 3&

15

A Protestants in Montreal -
mlnormes Danylewycz

»Mane Paule Malom ‘ Les rapports entre lécole prtvee et F'école

- publique: lAcademte Mane Rose au. 19 sfecle in Fahmy Eld and
« Dumont, o de- '

p78

_1‘6' Mawgnuson op Clt p39 55

da

\ A ' . . . ' ,.; o I

' % ,followmg the reorganlzatton of. the educatton system The mcrease was'- PR

3 necessary to prov1de schoolmg for a populatton that contamed by the endf
although the blrth rate declmed shghtly after the 1860 $; Quebec could ) :"

| ;A'j westem world 15 Between 1853 and 1867, school enrollment doubled
from 108 284 to 208 030 and contmued a steady, 1f unspectacular
mcrease m the followmg decades 16 The expanded network of schools:fi‘_'v_:’-
| requrred staffmg preferably by members of. the clergy or rehgtous'»i -
5 orders Bodrget used hlS mfluence to have the prev1ously 1mposed bans' |
' on the recrultment of clergy revoked He encouraged French orders tof',‘ o
5 mrgrate to- Quebgc a%ﬁj supported the foundmg of mdtgenous rehgtous K

o commun{hes In thls manner the church anned 1tself wnth an. 1mposmg :

.-

still boast a rate of forty btrths per thousand one of the- highestin tlteif‘".i;"fr -
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- ,causes assocrated wrth health and socral servwes lersure actlvmes and,,-_ S

S more lmportantly, educatlon 17 —e

The renewed reltglous fervour and v1gour that these new members’; - P

| .-'mfused mto the ecclesrastrcal body allowed the church to extend its:

- mﬂuence outs1de Quebec It now became posmble to carry the mlssmn of% '

B '.clergy to arrive in. the North West was a secular prlest named Jean-ﬁ" R

H'»:._'Baptlste Thlbault After a br1ef visit in 1842 he returned to’ Samtf -

. Bomface He was back the followmg year to establrsh the mlsswn of Lac =

'_-_"Samte Anne on the shores of Devil's Lake 50 mlles west of Fort

Edmonton In 1844 he was Jomed by. Father Joseph Bourassa Together-

- they served the mrsSton and the surroundmg area unul 1852 when they"-

= ‘were replaced by Father Albert Lacombe 19 The clergy s manda\e was to -

Dunylewycz op.cit., p49 : ' '
M'lijl‘lC Keith, *A_ Brief History of Teachmg Orders Of Women in
Quebec," ‘M. Ed thesrs Umversrty of - Mamtoba 1948

18 Raymond JA. Hucl in Gestae Del Per Francos The French |
“Canadian Experience in. Western ‘Canada" contends that this = .

. missionary zeal was' a’ legacy of monarchical, Catholic’ France, 'the

“deeds of God through the actions ‘of the French' or' 'Gestae Dei Per |

.".FErancos!. A%e;&ﬁ"by the - anti-clericalism - of the French -
.Revolutlon ¢ dreams of fulflllment were transposed to New:

- France and’ extended to the West. in Benjamin G. Smillie “¢ed.),

.Vrs19ns of the New Jerusalem: Relrgroug Settlement on the ‘Prarrles.

_(Edmonton NeWest Press 1983) p39 40.

- EJ. Hart "'The History of the French speakmg Commumty of
. Edmonton 1795 1935 " M A. thesis, ,Unllvers_lty. of Alberta, 1971,

~p.12-15. el

- E.O. Drouin, e-Anne kahi an (Edmonton' E"ditions de

T Hermitage, 1973) p.10.

_‘Joseph Etlenne Champagne Les MlSleﬂS Cathoquues dans lOuest T

oA
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to the French-speakmg ‘settlers.
i Edmonton Samt Albert and Fort ‘Sas .
o 1885 the majonty (60%) of the non-Indl'
| (‘ French speakmg 20 |

. . . S e
< : :

ST e e s

K evangehze the Indlans to Tevive the Chnstran farth and French Canadmnv .

v culture of the Metrs and in the followmg decades to brmg the sacr'rmen[s L

.......

/vpopulaﬁ,_oﬂ of the_ __regro_n was

The French Canad1an presence in the area was recogmzed in the '

. North West Temtorres Act of . 1875 Thrs legrslatron contamed_
provrsrons for the estabhshment of separate schools in keepmg wrth -
A sectron 94 of the Bf’ltrsh North Amerrca Act 21 An amendment in- l877 -',' _,
; jmade French and Engltsh off1cral languages of the courts and temtorral - |
o councrl Relrglous and language nghts were further strengthened by the'_:_ ;
. ",-school ordinance of 1885 Resembhng the Mamtoba School Act this |
-_—ordmance granted the North W'est a dual school system on the Quebec‘ B
" modal. The board of educatron consrsted of twelve members d1V1ded,’;f ‘
; ,,"v:,_‘between a Catholrc and a Protestant Sectlon ‘each responsrble for the‘- B
o ‘management and mspectron of 1ts own schools for lrcensmg its teachers : ( B

-and for the selectron of textbooks The language issue was not mennoned' R

) Qanadren 1818-1875_ (Ottawa Edrtrons des Etudes Oblates and

;Edrtlons de lUmvemte 1949) p86

 Donald B Smrth A History of French Speakmg Albertans 'i,nl' SR

~ _'.'Howard and Tamara Palmer (eds.) ‘Peoples of Alberta: Portraits of
- Cultural Drvermy (Saskatoon Western Producer Prame Books '
~1985) - p.88. e |
© . -Out of a total population 5f 2599 there uwere 582 whrtes and 940 R
o Metrs Also in’ Hart, op.cit."p.23. . o

Manoly R. Lupul he Bg a Qa:hg ic thrgh angiﬂ the Ngrtb
: : (Toronto: Umversrty of Toronto

“The latter began to move to the



' m the ordrnar;ce the assumptron prob&b y bemg that French would be
‘used as a language of mstructlo‘n in schools servmg ‘a predommantly |
'French~speak1ng populatlon _ ' _ 4

, . By 1891’ however it became apparent that the brlmgual promrse of - '@
:"'the North West Terrltones Aet could not be fulﬁlled as an influx - of
T '_ 1mm1grants of vanous lmgurstlc and cultural hentages to the area changed

- the status of the French speakmg populatlon to that ofa mmorrty 2 The

~precar10us‘ lmgulstrc and’ relrgtous srtuat1on of the communrty was well R "

BE understood -by the church hrerarchy Blshop Grg:mdrn of Samt Albert sent
lrmpasswned plea‘s to the Quebec church askmg the clergy to encourage‘ -
4 emtgratlon to the West to fortrfy the ranks 50 that none would thmk of | |

- enactmg extraordmary laws potentlally dangerOus to French Cathohcs 23

.,-' The Quebec hlerarchy, although syytpathetrc to the phght of westem‘v‘,." : -

; ; the populauon threatened the survrval of the French Canadran ho melan d i

K _\\0

] ~1tse1f 24 Mlnorltles outslde were encouraged and expected to takelactron o : L

: "1901 there were -7000 settlers of French origin out of-a total
' -populatlon of30,070. Lupul, 1b1d p.7. Huel, on the’ other hand.
-writes that in 1891, ‘there were only 1543 French Catholls.s out of
: a populatron of 60, 799 Huel op.cit., p44 : :

23 Lupul op.cit. -p57
\ The hrerarchy could not however prevent the movement of
‘people out of the- provrnce There simply was not enough '
agricultural land. to satisfy the demands of a rapidly expandmg

- population. - Rather than_seeing French Canadians flock to the .
factory towns of New" England in search of employment the clergy )
advrsed) thos;: determined to emigrate to go West. There ‘at least, = "
French Canadlans could practrse therr true vocatlon of trllmg the

E French Canadrans farled 10 respond appropnately to the requests The’5 Sl

: church in Quebec dlscouraged em1gratron altogether for any dechne 1n"; o

Populatron estimates’ vary Lupuls figures mdtcate that by , o



R RO
on thelr own behalf - resourcefulness and a htgh bll'th rate were thef: ,; )
'~proferred solutlons 25 S T } S |
= An mcrease 1n the brrth 3rate could not equal or stem the ude of non_f : -
o 1 French speakmg 1mm1grants to the North West Nor could 1t prevent thev,_

_ backlash of Enghsh Protestant nesentment and fear at what seemed tobea”
. renewed French Canadlan nattonahsm Followmg the R1e1 Rebellron and:;-" o
E .‘the Jesurts Estat’;gAct of 1888 the alhance between the ultramontane. =
R .'_;.'church hleran:zhy @nd John A Macdonald‘s Conservatlve govemment that
- had thus far guarded French Cathohc 1nterests proved unable to prevent' ‘
the move by both Mamtoba and the North West to restnct the use of-7’ 4\
L French 26 In 1892 the temtorlal assembly abohshed the use of French as ;
janguage of the leglslatlve chamber and as a language of i mstructton in o
both the pubhc and separate school systems Subsequently, French was‘
| jallowed toBe taught only as a prtmary course”for the first two or three t
' ‘-‘years of schoolmg to chtldren whose mo&er toague was French 27 o '.
| Between 1892 and 1905 a sertes of(ordmances also placedf' o
f‘numerous restnctlons on separate schools In 1892 educatton was ..
| '_ _.centrallzed with the creatron of a Counctl of Public Instructron replacmg :

‘--the denommatronal Board of Educatlon.- Teacher exammatton
- (

'land while at the same ttme carry out thelr evangellcal mlssron

. Dean R. Lauder and Eric ‘Waddell (eds.) Dy Continent Perdy 3

: I'archipel retrouvé. - Le Québec et ['Amérique francai se (Québec o
" Les Presses de lUmversné Laval 1983) p83 N L

25 Lupul‘ op. cit., p.57.
_SllVCl‘ op.cit., p.104.

| 26 Sllver"'lbtd p.180. . “ f
-_Wade 9pc1t p424 ’ T

27 Smtth -0p. crt p90
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: 'ame the responmblh_; &l‘ o,

. ' .. _':3\." ': A
L -Autonomy Act of 1905 when the fedeﬁ govbmment granted Albert?a and
'_'_Saskatchewan provmé‘lal status 28 The 1nfluences of the clergy in - | , -

B educatlonal matters. were thils effectlvely curtalled As Father L}educ“ t

| .claxmed in Hosnhtv Unmasked a tract composed asa rebpke to the: 1892

: Ordmance no essentlal dlfference remamed between the pubhc and
U-‘separate schools Accordmg to h1m Catholtc schools ex1sted n name-'_}v}
'.only AE. Forget one of the two Cathohc representatlves on the

> Comﬁl of Pubhc Instructron in 1892 and an: opponent of the measuresll |

;"be*pressed h1s objectlons to" the new admxmstratlve requlrements 1n a.

v ','memorandum to the federal government lt was he wrote, a strange - |

| spectacle [ to have] Cathohc schools managed and mspected by protestants

and in whrch the programme of studres is fixed and the textbooks are

carefully selected accordmg to the adv1ce of a protestant supermtendent .

'of educatlon "0 .' : 7—% | , \

.-The Cathohc hlerarchy was ‘little consoled by the fact that separate o

_schools had not been abolished nor had Cathollc taxpayers beenf_

overburdened with double taxatlon It was mdlgnant at havmg its

natural nghts over educatlon restramed and v1gorously campalgned

agamst the 1mposed hmlta_tlons. The hrerarchys Ob_]eCtIOIIS sterﬂ'medr

‘2.le L it., 79' - PR o
upu op cit., p. - ‘; : I
: s : (v ] B
29 H Leduc Qstlhty Llnmgske (Montreal Beau’chemm and Son,
1896) p2 '

30 Lupul, op.cnt".,-_'p.lOI.

[
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| ‘dlrectly from the church s ultramontane 1deology and lts attendant theor‘y BaE
- of schoolmg as deflned ina senes of encycltcals and apostollc letters

o i'begmmng in 1864 These outlmed the role of the fam1ly, chur h and staté s

" in educatlon

Accordmg to papal dlrectlves the church had a dwme mission to -

"eduoate Not only must "God's mmtsters travel the length and breadth .
._ of the earth .to preach the word of truth [to] adm1mster the '
"‘sacrarrrents [and] edrfy by thelr word and example the dlrectlves also

R _stlpulated that mstructlon [belonged] entlrely to the church "31 The ::

i f"church was to agf, as the 1ntellectual and moral guardlan of Cathollc-.‘

- chlldren Thts precept was based on the bellef of the prlmacy of the'
- famlly as the fundamental umt of socrety The social orgamzatmn of the e

f'famﬂy preceded and superseded all forms of éiwc or state authorlty ’The o

- child, bomn of a famlly, was essentlally depengent on paternal authonty |

| :.'}and became a member of somety only through the mtercessron of the :
s ~parents Although educat1on was, accordmg to church law prrmanly a
.;functlon of the fam1ly, parents had %&esponsxbﬂlty to delegate the

educatlon of therr chlldren to the church which acted as the extensxon of

the farmly n somety Thereln lay the foundation for the church s clalms;', o

B of havmg natural' rlghts over the educatlon of chlldren 32

'contnbuted to, the formatlon of

a “j"ArcbleCCSC of Edmonton 1884 1960 " M. Ed 'l“hesrs }
- A]beﬁ W . ." . ‘. L X

Schoohng as. ‘the extens-"' n thhe famlly and of the church' k

X P legt Chnstran, the ultrmate o,;i;,‘ of

; 31 Plus 1X in Allgggpgn to.. the German Lrterar ocrety (1873) in.

Annette - Ramrattan "The - Theory of Catholic- Sch¥8ling ‘ig

2 L



| '.'l'human exrstertce For the development of the chrld to be complete the o

whole envrronment had to "be permeated wrth Chrtstran ptety "33 It was |

N therefore crucral that the church mamtam compl@te Supttl'VlSIOn OVCY all

B aspeéts of educatton Thts was also necessary because the hlerarchy'f

| fbeheved the weakness of chmren mde them at the same trme extremely

"'maleable and easﬂy corruptrble La farblesse meme de l'enfant nous drt. ’

| avec quelle délrcatesse, quel dorgte 1l faut mamer petr1r cette c1re molle et " :
capable de recevoir toutes les formes "34 Wh1le cumcuéum and textbooks |
had to offer the rlght combmatlon 'of moral rellglous and academlc; :

L 1nstructron ‘the church had to be absolutely sure t.hat teachers who acted

"as gurdes and role models to the chrldren were 1mbued with - genume ,

B Cathohc spirit. - QFor the church to attam complete control the state‘ .

'necessanly had no place n the school Its only role lay in protectmg the

: fmterests oftl‘fe church o ‘:" ST oL S T 'f

The’ 1892 and 1905 ordmances on language and rehglous educatlon 1
i 'ran counter to many of the churchs educattonal precepts and the
hre.rarchy was forced to deal with the 1mmed1ate repercussrons of these |
‘ ;"ordmances One of the mo% pressmg and recurrmg aggravatlons -
L concemed teacher certrfrcatlon After 1893, a teacher could only be:-"
'_.granted certrfrcatlon by the Board after the successful completton of an

T academtc exammat‘ton in Regma and. upon the presentatlon of a normal '

vschool d1ploma or the 1nspectors conf1rmat1orr of th’ee successful years

:..
. L
.

. 53 L& Xlll in Mrlrtantes Ecclesiag (_1897) quoted 'in R,_,am.rattan,i

op.cit., p40 L o e
:.'.24 v'a S!;rvrvangg opcrt  *., =




B -_ rehgaous orders to teach These women the clergy belteved had talents

e . thls institution was small Only 907 had been 1ssued by 1939 Attendance,“f“ |

_,_1,‘ m.' . ,«-

G e e e 30 4_
o ,fvof teachmg expenence m the North West 3s. The separate schools had %
"drfflculty ﬁndmg teachers who could fulﬁll these reqmrements Part of W

' fthe dlfﬁculty lay m the hlerarchy s 1n51stence on obtalmng members of

| and apntudes that m de them 1nvaluable in the schools As Leduc wmte m o "gf;

| "MMM@ they devote themselvzes entlrely, w1thou"t a desrre o

o i'to Change and ensure order and the most\perfect morahty "6
R There was however a demded lack of French-speakmg teachmg’_“:.'

» .Slsters They had to come from Quebec a provmce that had; by 1888 s

: .only one normal school f0r women and the number of dtplomas\lssued by

' at normal school was not requlred to obtam teacher certrftcanon in”
o Quebeo.. After nme years of elementary schoolmg, a few added courses in " RN
| -pedagogy and completlon of the exammauon set by the Board of-_‘f"

‘Inspectors a successful candtdate was granted un bg:vet d enselgnement S

o Wthh allowed her to teach 1n e1ther the pubhc or prlvate Cathohc.j_-;‘

o systems 37 Tlns certlftcate, however was not accepted by\ the school
T vadmmlstratxon of the North-WeSt ' |

The snuatlon was further aggravated by the fact that tl'*e srsters m |

B the Noﬂh West consrstently refused to attend the normal school sessmns' R

of the Counc1l of Pubhc Instructlon later the Department of Educatlon S

-"smce thts would requlre them to mmgle wrth members of the opposlte o

L 35' Lupul- op.cit '»p' 88 |
| Leduc op cit., p33 e ~ -_ S o “'\ -
,f37 Le COlleCtlf CllO op c1t 2 314 R



o ‘f.'sex 38 ATChblShOp Langevm attempted fo uni)rove the srtuauon m 1901‘ U

| 41 The hmtted number of quahfted teache

AR '.ﬁand asked the order of the Falthful Compamons of Jesus to set up d normal;

. "school in the '{’emtones For unknown reasons “the s1sters refused ThlS:""'

5o angered Langevm that he felt it necessary to. refer to them as 'les S

R i
o Infrdeles Compagnes de, Jesus '39 Eventually, a compromtse cerved to

- -"parttally resolve the problem of certrflcatlon The teachmg SlSterS P

: 'numbers perrmttmg, were allowed to hold normal sess1ons in thetr own g

R convents 4 The shortage of quahfred French speakmg Cathollc teachers

o ;as well as the rehance on Quebec teachmg orders however contrnued'- -

- well mto the twentleth century 41’ L o
| i Cat e
- The church hlerarchy was convmced tha\ the 1mposrt1.on of

. @nctwe langdage a'nd rellglous leglslatton in the: North»West and the |

> diffie ultres resultmg from these measures were part of the ant1 French; .

' 'antr Gathohc machmatrons of Ontano Freemasons and Orangemen 42"'7 e

:' .‘.3'8 ' Leduc 'opfcift" p78}._ ) | B _
39 Lupul op cit., p.-'1‘6'0.. e P 00‘" L
40 Tbid, p89e o ._-f.. o

{ for the Francophone
6 as well as in- 1954 A‘ :
n chef .au Ministére de - o

 schools of the West was problemattc in:1
- letter from A, W, Gorman, mspecteur

Nt Instruction Publique du Quebec " to. . A.S.V.; - dated 10 aout, 1926;_
o retterated the dtffrculttes 'Depu1s longtemps et encore '

' ;_mamtenant “ministére a beaucoup de difficultés -4 trouver: pour
“les écoles . etabhes dans -les- groupes franr;als ‘des.institutrices -
possédant*a ‘la fois les ‘deux -langues et’ toutes J_;.es qualrflcatrons

pédagogrques exrgées de .tout “le, personnel enseignant dans- les

- écoles de I'Alberta.” Provincial Archrves of Alberta (PAA),

~ Collection des Soeurs ‘de I"Assomption de 1a Samta Vlerge
- (SASV)/50/1, box .13, 73. 80 Shanngn frle contammg
..COrrespondence from Jan. 1949- 1970. '

A srmtlar;‘g concern is expressed n~ a letter wntgen on. the 24 e



R %5.', .

L school model threatened the s Irvi

- West! Ul(rmately thls would 'an the demrse of the altema);rve vision of ey

':.';_;beheved represented the only geo raphlcal and\polltrcal egcpressron of
ThlS @olatlomsm had been.,-_'v‘:,{ o

o the French Canadlan natronaltty
i ',accompamed by an absence of concem fv&the l'!rench mmormes in the E

-y

;'vThe accusattons unphed thkt more than rellgxon was at stake The new ',
: f’school leglslatton, by hmrtrng the use of French and Submrttmg all schoolsf e

L toa umform secular system of educatlon based on the Ontarto pubhc

b

.-\

o 'Canada the hrerarchy beheve was ei‘nbodred in the Confederatron'tf f;"'_'
x '_agreement of 1867 R R S K = |

-
e Quebec pohtrcal and clencal eltte had oﬁgmaél percerved

Confederatlon as’ a guarantee\of provmcral autonom,y, the Sepatatron‘: S

. _assunng French Canadlan survrval The pmvmce of Qu.ebec 1t was

rest ‘of the country Thrs ‘posmon of 1nd1fference however was short-:‘“;‘,‘?'
' lived. The Riel Rebellion (1835), the Manitoba and North-West school '
f-..Aquestlons (1890 1892) ‘the 1912 Ontano school legISIaUC’“ and thev”: :
e _.Con8cr1ptlon cnsrs (1917) served to anlmate the ant1 Catholrc, antt- :
_E_-_;French sentrments of the Enghsh Protestant elements In tUm the L

- onfhcts contrlbuted to the development of a French Canadlani g

t'- .

U v.'February, 1954,. “by the Mother Supenor of the S‘ A SV in- Nlcolet

to Abbé. René Jacob of - the parish of ‘Sainte- Anne Edmonton o

les vides [ two teachmg ‘nuns recently passed - away]” qu ‘elles
v,larssent .doivent. étre comblés et les. recrues de 1'Alberta...rares. ST
Clest. vous dire .que les. sujets. pour lenselgnement font défaut nU

PAA, - SASV: /50/2 box 14, 73. 80,- Shannon file contammg

o correspondence from Oct 1926 - May 1935 SRR ___~.--.

a2 Lupul opcrt p81 TR l'.--a o

c ,43 Gerald Frlesen I_e_ngia__P_a_m (Toronto Umversrty of
: 'Toronto Press 1984) p261 =

) L J_ Oy [ ‘

'al of the French Canadlan fact in the ..



nattonaltsm based on the need and the 1n51stence to marntatn the dual -

partnershtp of the constttutton 44 o {"\,,'}ﬂ Lo e

1867 had guaranteed them the nght to thetr language reltgton and schools

"‘tthrdughout the Domtmon That the btcultural and blltngual equahty'- -

, ,gudrantees had been overlooked and language and Cathohc rtghts_-

o trampled upon was ev1dence enough to convtnce French Canadtans that :

B 'they were not equal partners in Confederatton ‘They were rather ohly o

. By :

' grudgmgly tolerated and as a result, felt betrayed besreged and 1solated o
-For the clergy and laity allke the betrayal translated 1nto a dtstrust of "
anythtng Engltsh and Protestant and to a rejectton of modemtsm
'matenaltsm and hberahsm For all ‘these ‘were 'assoc1ated W1th the
- 'Amencan Engltsh and Protestant world and as such endangered the way
,-.of ltfe and the very character of French Canadtans These feelmgs of =

Voppresston also led to a greater degree of mutual support between -

Quebec the homeland and defender of’ ;French Catholtc mtnortttes and

~4

: _the French Canadlan communmes out51de the pt'ovmce » o
‘For the French Canadian nﬂ{n&my, in Alberta as elsewhere in. the P
“‘country, the- support that Quebi cdhld offer was - largely symboltc

-.Survwal ﬁor these commun1t1e§ was’ depend.ent not SO, ‘much on the

. poltttcal process as on the eSt (tshment and mamtenance of orgamzatfons

'-., 44 'tSilver._,fop.'Cfit".,b Plll S A

“and mstttuttons that rom" Cathohcrsm the French language and

f' : French Canadians, %ﬁmong the earltest associations es,tabhshed was an

‘El\“o N

French Canadtans asserted that the constttutlonal agreem@'\t of "'-: e



Edmonton branch of la Soczete Samt—Jean Bapnste Created in l8 4, la -
o Soczete Saznt-Jean Baptzste d'Edmonton was modeled after the parem'
orgamzatlon in Montreal and professed the same goals the protectron of ji

"Nos 1nst1tut10ns noge langue et nos drorts 45 Durmg the followmu

o decades a plethora of groups with similar aimis made thelr appearance in

the c1ty AmonT these were lAlltance Natzonale and les Artzvans_,'. :

'_-l,.,Canadzens frangazs [ Assoczatzon Catholzque de la Jeunesse Canadzenne- '

frangatse le Cercle Jeanne dArc . le Club Natwnal and I Umon ”

Frangazse de 1"A1berta 46 In 1925 [ Assoczatzon Canadzenne Frangat se de =

k l Alberta ‘was created to represent the mterests of the entrre French-"-,‘

speakmg populatlon of the provmce 47 These groups were further.

supported by a number‘ of French Catholtc neWSpapers the most;., :

' tmportant of Wthh was. La Survwance 8 - L

T Although these orgamzatlons were necessary to remforce the sense-
of natronal sohdarrty, they were not nearly as’ v1tal to the survrval of

«language and rellgxon as were schoo]s Untrl 1964 when legtslatlon

allowed the use of French asa language of mstructton from grades one to - : o

nme French in schools had been restncted to one hour of mstructron per BB

day a9 ln separate schools however French language mstructlon

contmued surreptrtrously or at least wrthout govemment mterventlon 50

5+ Hart”"o'p‘ cit., p. 40. "Nos, mstrtutlons notre langde et nos dror
was the motto of the socrety L “ SRR N N

A6 E} Hart "The Emergenc and Role of the Eltte in. the Franc

Albertan Commumty to 1914," in Lewis - H Thomas; (ed.). Essays-g |

 Western Hrstorv (Edmonton Umversrty of Alberta Press 1976)-
P- 168 169 o :

47 Huel opcrt p45



35

- "l".hls ﬂexrbtltty came to an end shortly after l910 wrth the appomtment of - o
"'McNally as Brshop of Calgary 51 ThlS marked the begmmng of the

- ; :;dcclme of the- posmon of the French speakmg CathOllC hlerarchy in th e" : o s

| 'iWest 52 For the Englrsh speakmg clergy, French was a sub]ect to be ’

taught in schools not a language of 1nstructron Thereafter ‘a complete‘_-"v_ Y

_educanon in. French became more d1fflcult to obtam For FranCOphone'
' 'parents determmed to pass on their herltage to thelr chlldren prrvate j‘
| ;schools became the only v1able altematlve - R 4
v . Establlshed before World War I, these schools tramed‘a new :
""Franco Albertan elxte In’ l9l0 the Oblate order founded le Junmrat/
.')'S’amt .Iean and in l913 the Jesults opened le College d Edmonton Both .

: ';jmstltutlons offered a clasmcal educatlon modeled on the Quebec system 53

For glrlr a decrded lack of secondary schools exrsted until 1‘926 when at

~ . the invitation of rhe French Canadran commumty, the 31sters of the order .

) of 1 Arsomptzon de la Samte Vzerge of Nrcolet Quebec estabhshed a-
‘ boardmg school in the city. 54 Thts mstltutlon the Penszonndr Assomptwn‘~
, offered glrls the- educauon and trammg that would enable them to tal\e -

. on the very 1mportant dutles of w1fe mother and educator As 'the‘ ‘
. . . " N N '\ . ‘ . .

51 The appomtment of Blshop McNally ‘was off1c1ally announc d
Apnl 14, 1913, ‘M.B.  Venini Byrne, From_ the ' «
: “'(Calgary Archtves and Hlstoncal Pubhshers, 19733/p 108. . e

52 Huel, opc:t ‘p48. e A

.~ The change in the composmon of the clergy in thz West,

< particularly in- the. Edmonton archdrocese 1s studled more a
| Aextenswely m Chapter 3. ST

‘5‘ Hart opcrt pll7

S Soeurs de lAssompnon de la Samte Vrerge (SASV) Prlvate
. ’,Collectxon (PC) docl untltled not dated ' o



E numben of cultural and socral organli'atrons that would enable them to_f

., 2' Y, ‘- L . . - ., o ;' N .

bearers of culture and the preservers of tradmon therr contnbunons to

8

la survzvance ‘were, of prtmary 1mportance to the French Canadmn |

commumty 5. . o g " o .~_, .

'-'.

=8 B In Summary, the. French Canadtans of the dtaspora did not sever:
thetr tles to therr homeland To,’ the new settlements they brought l
reltgton and the mstltuttons of the church I was the clergy thttt,"

mmtstered to-the splrrtual needs of the cqmmumty, protected langudge";-”

and reltgron and educated the young In the ‘North: W‘st the churchy_ f.

SRR rretam the1r natlonal character Foremost among these was tne Cat.rolrc S

encouraged accompamed and often preceded the commg of the settlerx. o

hrerarchy set up schoo‘ls that resembled the Catholtc schools of Quebec '. L

But ah mflux of. non French 1mm1grants" to the area that later became .

known as Alberta correSponded wrth and g%e rlse to an Engltshf'--i’-

[y

natronallst ann Frenoh movement that eventually served to c1rcumscrtbe"'_:'i" B

French language and Catholtc rcl&lous nghts The French speaktng",-"f -
communtty came to rely mcreasmgly on prlvate French language qchoole.;- o
admmrstered by the clergy or by relrgtous orders for the educatron of ltsf '.

Chlldren and for the matntenanoe of the French Canadran character ln -

westem Canada o t R .

;.l '
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% T CHAPTER3 0

The Clerico-nationalist Ideology and the fmage of Women

. To understand the 'nature of the education offered in the privately-
| sponsored rehglous schools of the French mmonty grﬁrps in Alberta and
m other French Canadran commun1t1es across the est, it -is" no't' o'nly

: necessary to know about the multrphcrty of factors .that gave nse to the _

_-'ascendancy of the church n Quebec and to be famrhar w1th the structure o . )

E lof the educatlona] system that evolved under the authonty of the church 1t ‘7'
s also’ cruc1al to have a good understandmg of the dommant clerrcal and _
| v'secular 1deology of the penod For the ultramontane church in Quebec

proposed drstmctly reltglous measures that would d1ffuse the threats of_.-
o assrmﬂatron and 51multaneously assure the survrval of the French -
L Canadran natlon R 7 , s
| '_ ’l"he hlerarchys proferred solutlons rested m large measure on'
e

" 'mculcatmg in chrldren approprrate rellgrous and natlonal values The '
freld of actron was the’ classroom There chlldren ‘were prepared for

- their future roles as preservers of language and Culture and as defenders .

o of the farth For women a dlstrnct role was env1saged and a dlfferent, e

education grven After a brref study of -the - 1deology of clerrco- o |

. }_'natronahsts thrs chapter wrll examlne at length the 1mage of women - |

"L"presented by rehgrous nat1onahst 1deologues dunng the perlod of the o

'-church S emmence f“ om 1840 to 1960 and attempt to determme whether

thrs 1deology restrrcted the educatronal opportumtles of women 1n.
' RS 37 . |



i cucumstances and events in mld-mneteenth century Quebec allowed the o

e LT 38‘

Quebec Thts will set the stage for the study, in-a subsequent chapter, of;é‘p :

¢the Alberta mamfestatton of th1s rehglous and natxonallst educatlon of

“J N

© - worien. - '-,_

"‘.~ Lt

As noted m the prevrous chapter the: convergence of a senes ot

W

Cathohc chﬁ’t‘ch to ‘g_ n‘ ascendancy over many sectors of soc1ety The,

. o
poImcal reorgamzatlon éonsequent to the 1841 Act of Umon the polmcal "

' and economt Weakness‘ of the French Canadian bourgeome the creation "

of the denommattonal ‘system of education as well as rehance on Rome and: .
. _.»acceptance of papal pronouncements agamst hberahsm set the stage for_--
'vthe clerical offenswe _Other factors such as the depressed econom:c o

e s1tual10n in rural ateds, the strength of the church and the efﬁmency wrth

Wthh 1t promoted its mvolvement m commumty affalrs and the close '

| lranson it was able. to estabhsh with the state contnbuted to the church 5
| accessron topower.‘ SRR ST : o :.. .

Llfe in the rural areas became mcreasmgly arduous as the century- N "

o

'Lprogressed Soll exhaustlon the shortage of arable land and X
‘:.'unemployment meant that. for many people there were’ few altematlves
" for overcommg the 11m1ted economlc snuauon thle the mtgratlon to,"_ i
‘___'c1t1es held the promlse of a better. llfe for some, others chose a more
'secure course of actlon and Jomed rellglous communmes The rise in the. A
_number of both male and female vocatlons durmg the pertod of the:-
. church.s eminence was phenomenal Although nuns outnumbered male |
5 :members of rellgtous orders and of the clergy three to one, statlsttcs ora

o the nse of female vocatrons glve an mdlcatlon of. the. magmtude of the =

mcrease The numbers of nuns went from 260 in 1841 to 13 570 in 1920.’ :

)

\ -

. l: g ‘
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Thrs strong church contmually env1gorated by new members

energetlcally promoted control of educatlon and socral welfare In_ o

~ schools, churches and through the press +the. clergy pers1stent1y argued

L that as guardran of the falth the d1rectlon of these serwces ‘was a natural

i -

2 state Polmclans were fully aware of the fmancral beneflts to be reaped

extensron of the churchs dutles and responsibilities The. Catholrc .

hlerarchy also contended that the church, by dlstancmg 1tself from party
polmcs achieved polmcal lmpartlahty Wthh rendered its management of -
educanonal and social servrces freb of patronage and nepotlsm 2 |

The extenswe control the. church was able to- achleve, however

resulted in large measure, from the partnershlp it cultlvated wlth the

from concedmg the responsrbr’lmes of educatlon and soc1al welfare to’ the
church Such an arrangement freed a I¢ rger proportlon of pubhc money
to 1nvest in more renumeratlve enterpjses such as rallway constructron

As well the govemment anxlous to avord a reoccurrence of the turmorl

of 1837 38 hlghly valued the mamtenance of pohtlcal and socral order o

that the hegemony of the church prov1ded 3 The most prlzed contrlbutron -

-of the church however was contained in 1ts natlonahst message As a
vanguard agamst the assmllatlon of the French Canadlan 1dent1ty, the
ehurch estabhshed 1tself as an mdrspensable component of Quebec socrety

Smce the early days of New France, the church had advocated a

central role for rellglon?}#the hves of. the people In the nmeteenth

—

R Danylewycz, op. cu p21 22 v. S

2 Danylewycz, op. crt p44

3 Ibid., p4l

J’Qo’ )0, L

’ 4m.

S 'ér gj , . . |
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| 'cenrury 1t extended th1s assoC1at10n and clalmed that the very exrstence Qf
: ‘the raCe depended on the surv1val of the. Cathohc fatth The church :
., appropnated the natlonahsm of the Patrlotes purged 1t of its hberal*

and dcrnocratlc components and grafted 1t to the clergy § view. of Frcnch:

o ._Canadlan Cathohc1sm."4 Workmg from thls secular natronalrst'_f, "

R | ‘perspectrve the church set up an elaborate program to counteract Enghsh

s Canadlan and Amencan mﬂuenqes and to' guarantee la survzvance

The clenco natlonahst 1deology and strategles for the survrval ot

'the French Canadlan nat10"1 ur\derwent few modlflcatrons for the perlod »

- spannlng more than a century from 1840 to 1960 Both the clencal and P

| lay ellte expouuded an 1deology based on the glorrﬁcatlon of the past a : ;.

tlme when French Canadlans were masters in therr land And valued were |

: those cultural partlcularltles consrdered to have thus far prevented -

asslrmlanon The clenco natlonahsts advocated the return to a rural hfe |

-‘-‘based on agrlculture the preservatron of the large famrly, h

o 'mamtenance and punﬁcauon of the French language and the re- adoptron ,

_'_'of rellgrous values and morals that the clergy attﬁbuted (to the ploneers L

”"T'and heroes ofNewFrance _:' I ,./ R '_

Consequently, natlonalrsts v1gwed w1th alarm the urban Shlft > They o

'c0nt1nually compared the mtrmsrc values of, hfe in the rural areas to the' e

o glarmg materlahsm promoted m cmes - As agnculturahsts the colomsts

‘had held the quahtles of 1ndependence resourcefulness and courage as e

g 'well as being 1mbued w1th supenor moral character These ancestors had'

. mever neglected therr rehglous and patnotrc dutres and so had assured the L

»

',][.4 Danylewrcz op cu p48 '

5 Mona Josee Gagnon, opcrt p.-14._ Lo i-._ .
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contmuatron of the race by producrng large, rehgrous mdependent

healthy, drll’gent mild- mannered happy and patnotlc famrhes A move . \

three bastrons of soc1ety the famrly, the pansh and the school would be_

| weakened "Tout’ départ de la campagne-lmplique presque mvanablement

famrlle la paro1sse lecole en sont ebranlees

C1t1es accordmg to clenco-natronahsts drd not prov1de the proper

1.;.-_,,_. -

away from the land 1nvar1ab1y would mean soc;al degeneratlon since the L

_,une decheance sociale.. -Nos. llgnes de force .nos 'trois bastrons la.”

o envrronment for the estabhshment of exemplary famrlres ‘The urban». :

AT A

. l’

R

areas offered many dlstractlons such as mowes and dance halls that

threatened {6 erode the solldanty of. the family. Chtldrenf no longer,
under the watchful eye and authonty of parents busy workmg outS1de the}

home were prey to. dellnquency Parents, on t‘he other hand, engaged in

the mdmduahstlc pursurt of material goods neglected their famrhala; '

oblrgatrons proof rested in the sy aller size of urban famrlres -and thelr‘ g

, relatlonshlps often drsmtegrated mto d1vorce Clenco nat1onallsts l1ke

Groulx feared that French Canadtans were becommg Amerrcamzed and

that m the process would lose those rehglous arid social pattems that had‘ '

charactenzed ‘and protected French Canada " The standardrzatron and

homogenerty of cmes would lead ultlmately to. assrrmlatlon

A retum to an agncultural way of llfe and the mamtenance of socral S

and cull)tural charactenstrcs such as the fam1ly, the French language and " SR

the Catholic faith forrned the nucleus of the clerlco-natronallst program ,:

for the survrval of. the Frentch Canadran race. Women frgured"' :

N~

6 Lronel Groulx Parglgs a des etudlant (Montreal Edltlons de
lACllOﬂ Natronale 1941) p28

7i T.roflmenl\off,- op.cit., p.225; :

- .

S .



| prommently 1n thts 1deolog1cal donstruct. Thls naturally followed from. J -

the assumptlon that the farmly, especrally the rural farmly, constrtuted the -

base “upon which the natron was bullt and upon which rested the,,survwal'_ -'

-_ of French Canada The central role of women as wrves and mothers and‘ "
as the pre_s_ervers of relrglous values and cultural tradmons had been - |
greatly pralsed by ultramontane thinkers. These quahtres combmed wrth
women 'S fertlhty that assured the physrcal contlnuance of the race were
held in sdch esteem as to confer upon matemlty and motherhood quasr- : :
mystlcal charactenstlcs As mdrcated by Mona- Josee Gagnon in her work o

‘on the /age of women the veneration of women reached new helghts in |
Quebeec society. The extent. of thls phenomenon has seldom been seen

even 1n Catholic countnes where the role of women 1s defined in terms of -

motherhood and the famxly 'Sl les soc1etes cathoquues ont en generalf"

. - enormement valorrse la maternité- et la mere la. mythologlsatlon de 1a

mere quebecmse est sans doute un phenomene umque au monde "8 |
The role of women 1n natronahsm was frrst outlmed m 1866,by.
Abbé Lafleche in his pubhcatron on the family, church and state, Quelgue

- consrderatlons sur les raDDorts de la somete crvrle avec la religion et la

famrlle 9 Lafleche s cgnéeptlon of women s role was derlved from the
| ultramontane doctrlne' 'onﬂthe farmly The famrly, church and nation were . -
vdlvmely_. ordered_ patrla-rchxes following natural pr_mcrples- of au{honty. I

o  Just as the Pope had authority over the'_king'and the_ king over man, so did

IR

Mona Josee Gagnon op crt p;-18. . Lo 7

-9 Abbe Lafleche ‘

- Sénécal, 1866)

v 5
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o m'an have authonty over woman .10 Man S dutres and respon31b1ht1es as

N head of the famtly, however could not he fulfrlled w1thout the support of

‘the:” spouse She was thus called upon to mamtam the hlerarchlcal
g .construct by actmg as her husband’s partner 11 As'the educator of thelr' j

'_chrldren she also suppoﬁed the hlerarchy b‘ guaranteemg the

,‘reproductlon of rehgtous and moral values from generatton to

v - "

generatlon o SR k. et "‘ o

-~ .o

‘To these trad1t1onal u]tramontane precepts Lafleche added the'

"partrcularly quebecozs element of lmkmg reltgxon and nat1onahty 12'; .

B Women s.role i in the surv1val of the natlon was central as a result of the ST

pivotal nature of her role m.,;hﬁ famlly and those same female L

charactenstrcs of devotron selflessness and: renunmatlon that served to S

' successful m the propagatlon of the race and in the preservatron of

language and culture

For the next century nat1onal1sts repeated Lafleche

L

= _"-t“;could envrsage a soc1ety wrthout the famlly at’ 1ts centre And the'.».

c*.‘contrxbutton of women was to hold the famrly together._u'

- 'eloquently stated:

.
Yy

e

Lafleche op. cn p86 o b
Sherene Brookwell ‘in "Les TInstituts Fam111aux p8 to lO also

'charts the evolutton of Lafleches 1deas on’ womens nauonahst
role.

w“ o _mamtam the natural somal order allowed women to be partlcularly_

conceptlon of R

T .'_the role of women in French Canada Nerther re11g10us nor secular ehte.;ﬁ- oA
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L'homme sans. doute et cest lordre voulu par Dleu est le chef R

“de la famille, mais la femme en est I'Ame, le coeur, le noeud SRR

S vital, Sans Ta femme; et la femme toute femme, la femme. épouse :
SRR et mere, et seulement femme, la famille nﬁplus de vie ou. elle -
.. . na plus qu une vie mcornplete mcoherente B - |

!. : B . .
- "'_.;,..

e As late as. 19@1 the 1deology drd not entertam any role for women outsxde

- the home ft text pubhshed m that year and approved by the Cathohc'}‘v_ o

'Comrmtteef tor the Counc11 of Pubhc Instructlon and written with the_' .

.‘?purpose ‘6‘1’ preparmg young gt"fs for thelr famlhal and soc1a1 role

' _.-desen d the-farmly as "la vocanon fondamentale de la femme "14 The
7total umverse of a woman was contamed w1th1n the home -Thlﬂ'

v
1\ .

o _. ;'f'f_her the tttle of reme du foyer 't 15

The label gwes an mdxcatlon of the duallstrc nature of the role of

vf,”jwomen in the fam11y as deﬁned by clenco-natlonahsts Although they
. p]aced women clearly w1th1n a separate sphere they as a- whole never?
| ‘percerved women as passwe 16 Womens dutles and. obhganons were

PR AN -
L

- 13 Henrl Bou.rassa, La famllle canadtenne franealse - ses penls
. som salut",.La amrllg " nada 1’
(Montreal Seerétarlat des Semames Socrales du Canada 1923)

irestnctlon however d1d not prevent 1deologues from be tuwmg upon o

Marthe Salnt Pler;re

ne fille
'eb& o

A ona~Josee Gagnon, op c1t., p23 » o RN

‘. . k : ) -
16 An exceptton was: Bourassas :deas of women Hrs ‘were " more -
, ‘ m llne with: the 19th - century bourgeoxs concepuon of ‘women.
vl W ‘He saw women as‘ beirig: delicate, gentle, romantic, charming, . - .
o forever ready to. use thetr femmme gu;le to mﬂuence others. - - . -

o ) S Mann Troftmenkoff ' "Henn Bourassa and the Woman .
EETER s Questlorr)l ‘in', h ’ Vol 1; (eds.) S. Mann

P . . M . v L L T e S S

N
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,'fnumerous and the1r assrgned task 1mmense If they were to fulflll these
R '_f'they could not be weak and helpless Groulx S v1S1on of the femmlne 1deal
represented thxs 1dea of women “His conceptton corresponfded to the

rural pre mdustrlal femmme reahty of an agrrculturahst peasant

j
sOClety 17 Groulx studred the hlstory of New France and speculated about

"the character of the worrien in, the colony The herorsm and strength of .

IR resourcefulness authorltarlamsm and even a male resolutlon" he

ln effect all of these tralts and more: Were needed to. accomphsh

- 'that whrch was deemed to be’ woman s work A woman S dutres mcluded

: Canada By 1920 there were fewer French Canadrans compared to’
I .Enghsh or other ethmc Canadians yet the bnth rate was hrgher m Quebec

o ! than in any other provmce 19 It was strll belleved however that the most -

- .
. + ¥
.

.’,‘ — - ‘ I‘_ . / :
. o X

oS Mann Trofrmenkoff Henn Bourassa and the Woman
. .. Question™ in The Negle
‘ 'Troflmenkoff and Altson Preritice - (Toronto McClelland and

Vol 1,-(eds.) S. Mann s “_“

Stewart, 1977)~ p.108. = 7

17 Trofrmenkoff "Les femmes dans Ioeg’vre de Groulx " Revue

hlstg ire de lAmérlggg fra_QM.Q 32 (3) dec 1978 p394

l18‘ Trofrmenkoff 1b1d p3 89

""‘9 Trof:menkoff Dream gf Natlg op crt p‘.222.~'

s women facmg 1solatlon and mnumerable drfflculues, the1r tenac1ty, _

P 1hose of wrfe mother and housekeeper Natlonallsts partlcularly valued Y
-l:’f,the reproductwe functrons of motherhood As members of a mlnorlty, ,

o »they were greatly /womed about the proportlon of French Canadlans in .

)

8

e
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e ,'1mportant safeguard for the race was 1ncreasmg numbers 20 Groulx

.'statedtheneedmthese terms \ :

. ',Il n'y a davemr pour un peuple une natron que stils se
- . recréent sans cesse, se refont sans cesse.des enfants, des -
femmes ‘et des- hommes .Pour vivre, .pour. garder nos
- positions...nous ne pouvons compter que sur nos berceaux et
surle courage de la Canadlenne frangalse 2t e

o A woman's patnotlc duty was to bear chrldren to enlarge the populatlon

'.Matemrty was her natural functlon and hke fher ancestors who had by

their. contnbutlon assured the contmuance of the; race, she should not tum Z. .

Lo ,her back on her responsrbrhtles A woman producrng a dozen of more

.__'.chtldren was pralsed for her herorsm Whlle "empecher la famrlle"

a -

oman s pamotlsm It was however but her fﬁ:'st contrrbu,tron 10 the

. l

-

20 Mona Josée Gagnon contends . that French Cana-dlans _ .
belleved in ‘la’ revanche des ‘berceaux! ‘because: they had not yet
concelved of polltlcal solutlons to guarantee “minority - rlghts
The clerico- nalrst elite, however had consistently pursued
'-'polltrcal means™Po achieve survival even though members of
the clergy’ Mmed party politics. . . :
Mona-Iosée Gagnon op. crt - P. 18 e

| " Lionel Groulx La C n Fr ngai (Nrcolet Soeurs de ;.
S lAssomptlon de la Samte Vrerge 1950) p 17 e

.
g et

8 227 ML) Gagnon OpClt p19 o v
" The need for larger families was a partlal explanatlon for the -
k natronalrsts ~opposition “to- woman's - work outside :the home and
_to the process of urbanization. Women living and- workmg in -
the unsamtary and dangerous conditions of the: city could not
- but give "birth* to sickly offsprings, -that is, if . they bothered
) ,havmg chlldren at all M -J Gagnon 1brd

becameakmtotreason R o) 5’, B ‘

To procreate plenhfuﬂy was perhaps the most vrslbie ev1dence of a |



o f".--__parental responsrbrhtres of edtrcatmg chlldren Wlth the Propef rellgrous

o j«.day lrmrted hrs role as edpcator those functlons were assrgned to the

B ';mother She was to shape the soul of her chrldren by dlscovertng and

' encouragmg the development of quahtres placed there by the Creatof to

el them from Protestant chlldren but that along wrth la g

L form their character and actlvate their conscrence by teacl@ng \Hem
L ;'-drscrplme chanty, love honor, a sense of duty and self—control as well as
tnfuse m them an. apprecranon of knowledoe and aesthet1cs 23 Mothers

'1mbue’ﬂ therr chlldren with the relrgrous values that not onl ( d1fferent1ated

- tradmons made them full members of a supenor race Frenc , Canada |
g clenco natronalrsts belleved was a natron wrth ‘un chmat moral presque L
exceptronnel " 2. , \ Ea | _ | '_ |

. A mmorrty natton under the threat of assu‘mlatron cannot srmply

| count heads and expect to win the democrat1c game.’ "25 To resrst an C

endangered people must have pr1de and the collectwe Wlll to survrve o

And what better way to assure this than by glortfymg those characterrstrc‘

-"that 1dentrfy the group and by encouragmg the’ transm1ss1on of these

across generatrons” Women were assrgned the task of teachmg the French

| -language and the cultural tradrtrons of French. Canada to the1r chrldren

- and of mstlllmg in them a ﬁerce loyalty to the race and an ardent love of -

L. Desbrens "Le role de la mere canadrenne au foyer in La-
;'Socrete ‘Saint-Jean- Baptlste de Montréal, La_Saint-Jean-Baptiste. ‘_
Eéte l@ tronalg es Canadiens Frangais: Le jeudi 24 juin 1943, . * .-
~ La Mere an dienne (Montreal Secretarrat General 1943.) p._76'.. ,

(Jroulx g g:anadrgnn op crt p5

: °S. Mann l‘rofrmenkoff (ed) Abbé. Groulx Varratrons% a .'
Nanonahst Theme (Toronto Copp Clark 1973) p.16. o
. Q L .

: the home for much of the -



£ 1 4 .

oo 26 Troﬁmenkoff 1b1d p74 L ., ur i
,- 27 Groulx J_Qmm Opc1t p23 i \‘ .

28 Trofxmenkoff Groulx op c1t p,.73._

e s

everythmg bGQueathed them by the1rancestors S e e

o~

Clerlco natlonallsts urged mothers to speak French to ll’lelr_"‘_‘-::5:';:.:_1:' .

chlldren and: stressed the unportance pr the language as an mstrument of BT

I A

natlonhood Language camed ideas, feelmgs customs and the teachmgs e

- of the Cathohc church It was the " expressmn of. the soul "26 Mothersf " "

w%re to 1mpress upoﬂherr ch11dren the beaut)x the umqueness Cthe

superlor qualmes and the umversahty of the language As Groulx_”,".

forcefully adv1sed "Apprenez lui surtout que‘sa langue est une langue de - ¢ |

grands cw1hses et qu il n'y a que les "beej’les les oranglstes les

font1onna1res federau:@ et quelques tnbus;.sauvages a ne pas la Savoir. "27 .
, Of course “childr en who lost the ab111ty to use the language
v. K denat1onahzed chlldren also lost thelr&‘natlonal character and became no | " |
| S))&tter than the uncxv1l1zed the 1mbec1les Oranglsts, federal bureaucrats}: ; - |
and others who had never learned French Accordmg to Groulx these I
chrldren were actually mfenor to others of any race They and thenr"_'f
parents, eSpec1ally the mother had falled as a result of lazmess and'-‘v.v-:-'v a

g apathy, to uphold the cultural legacy the ancestors had worked so ha'rd to g

mamtam and transmlt to succeedmg generatlons 28 S

A
Ay

B T
Groulxoand other natlonahsts*cons1stent1y remit ded French

Canad1ans of thelr respons1bll1tles to thelr ancestors.i,-l ,:j_" T f S

We are- the representatlves of former ge"?' Rt
task is to weld the past to” the future The i ‘} entance we now

.l‘. .
T -

‘ ‘}',lv ,

.
&



AT I ¥

haye was accumulated over three c'entuqt;s/we:d'o:not ;have'__‘_" o
the nght to foss 1t to Le Wmds T A

future A knowledge of one s past was ﬁrst acqurred in the home under e

;The fmk wrth the past was an afftrmatton of the ablhty of the race to e

ff,survrve And hrstory aISO provrded constants and dlrectrons for the T

& the tutelage of the mother She made sure that the tradmons passed on‘, R

from the precedmg generattons Were honored m the home and shefl

E encouraged the re ado‘ptton of customs that mrght have been forgotten or

" neglected over the years. She also explamed the hlstoncal s1gntﬁcance of '

}-vf:such ceremomesoahd celebratrons to her chtldren Through her, they

A = learned to love the heroes of}the past and to take pnde in thetr deeds 0 |

- 'fcherlsh therr culture and become ardent patnots forever on guard agamst

./ TEw . . . "_ NP v . N N

K2R i&@

- threats to the nat!on |
"By mvokmg the 1deals of the past women were to socrahze all :

R 'f:chrldren 1o bﬁ/de\fﬁ‘ﬂl strong, courageous self~sacr1ftc1ng and patr1otrc B

B '/::"":.""'T’l‘ltey were to mo,ald "des e’nfants des hommes de haute quahte "30. But as -

- ,:j';'these words of Groylx mdlcate what nattonalISts wantegl most of all weref'_,:

2?75 LA

great met} ,an ehte eager to take on the leadershlp of the French Cathohc. o . ,

o ffnattonﬁarniil\eep the pat,lottc frres burmng In a speech addressed toa

gup of male and female students, Groulx exhorted them to excelI 1n all- o

bJCC'[ areas French Canada he contmued needed experts m all",'i_ o

dtsmplmes ;great polmcrans great doctors, lawyers poets phtloSOphers-

: and great- samts He added for the benefrt of hts female audlence "def .

grandes mstrtutrrces de grandes rehgteuses de grandes meres de famrlle

Troftmenkoff 1b1d p75 S e T
30 Groulx L g:anadlenn op crt p22 o » ' ,_/_f
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0‘

Q'de grandes femmes "31 Women he ‘was 1mplymg, were not to become L

' leaders themselves but/were to foster the development of the male c7zef\
_'.and» support thetr ve‘ntures wheﬁever called upon to do so Indrca%e of

, thls 1s the fact that women were not granted the vote provmcrally unul- |

',!".

£ ke

f ‘- a

el '_thelr represen‘tataon of women hardly corrcisponded to realrty, 1o one

oo

o

Women ] dut1es accordmg to clenco nanonahsts were at the samc ;

i 'tlme glor10us and secondary, thelr actwmes crucral yet hmrted 3 Whlle‘:

- ,,’doubted that women could’ hve up to the 1dea1 After all God and nature R -

L had endowed women w1tl1 a collectlon of attrrbutes that made therr o

) ;_:mrssron at least feasrble if, not easy Mpch of womens work in fact 1 -

allowed them to satrsfy thelr natural tendencres For example a slmple_‘l s

domestlc task such as dustmg served to gratlfy a woman s mnate desrre for_‘

. 2 T
order and cleanhness Dust drrt and clutter made women suffer cleamng‘-. SR

) :up, on the other hand brought hberatl.on from unpleasant feelmgs Tha['-'-?- B

o housework could provrde such salutary beneflts for women was ample_-j

: Iev1dence to ascertam that th1s type of work naturally belonged to women

';Clenco natlonahsts remforced thrs natural' dlstrlbutlon“T labour by
'Ifdescrlblng tnv1al as Well as’ not so trrvral household functrons m lyrxcal
| xterms '. "Tenue par des dmgts‘fémlmns, Une argurlle devrent une sorte de

baguette maglque "34 Assrduously done rromng and mendmg became

)

chef-d oeuvres and domestlc work was held up to be ‘un’ sport.,,_‘"f_f;-'Aff""':f

o
ISP i .
S " - - W e : B B -\) o . e - - . A §
R . . e '; s A '%w-.‘ B e
S L P )

Groulx Loles op cn p60 N o

32 Le Collectlf Cho,fop crt p 349 » 4 ! B ’

| .;:.33 Trofrmenk.off Les femmgs op c1t p393 |
34 Albert ’l;esswr 1n M —J Gagnon Op cxt p 15



st
,_; passtonnant 35 | S . | 3
| _‘ The 1deologues drd not economlze e1ther 1n thetr effusrvepmse of
B woman 's role as w1fe mother and educator Representatrves at the 1943
: congress of the Somete Samt-Jean Baptlste euloglzed women and stressed
thelr superronty : "La mere canadlenne francalse nest 1nfer1eure a
aucune autre en her01sme et elle est meme superteure au plus grand
nombre "36° Of course women CQuld not but be accomphshed admlrable '

- mothers and wrves After all 1t was thelr natural vocatlon And only

through motherhood n; both the physrcal as. well as the spmtual sense of Co ;

the word could women obtatn satlsfactlon 37 Fortunately, they had been B
granted generostty, tendemess the ab111ty to 11sten and to- forglve the
spmt of renuncratlon and self-sacrlﬁce attrrbutes partrcularly useful 1n
the fulflllment of thelr mrsswn And as the preservers of the falth they
had been approprrately blessed w1th splrltuallty and a refmed sense of
moralrty s ‘- e e e . .'4-

ORI . - 0 RN

A woman s alleged supertor abilrty to dlscem the truth to choose

not only her chlldrens moral well bemg but her husbands as well
Tradmonal rellgrous natlonallsm clearly defmed the husband as.
rrrespon31ble when 1t came ‘to moral 1ssues He 11ke hrs chlldren |
depended on the womans value Judgement and adv1ce 38 thhout her o

lovmg and enhghtened gu1dance he would hkely never f1nd salvatlon He

SO Ibid, p2l o = E |
L lbid.,. 'p.'-1'9'., F T Al N PR TR
a1 Ibld p24-.'_ e | | H



lresponslblhty for h1s own forbles | As long as’ women were the’ o

SR I UL e e 0 e g

L was as Susan Mann Trofrmenkoff pomts out absolved from acceptmo o

e redemptors then men could engage 1n all manner of scnmlous acnvmes -

o thelr nastmess would always be tempered by the opposrte qualmes mi-.' o

- ”women and somal equrhbrrum would result"39

| socrety,_ was prevalent throughout the penod m questron 40 Durmg the B

l .4‘

Th1s 1mage of women as the agents of redemptton of man and' } L

o 19405 and 19505 the representatlon of women was a‘dapted to fit the ;;',.i'. '

| reahty of an 1ncreased partmpatron of women m the. publrc spherel The-yl_‘f. |

| v.rdeologres Stlll sanctroned motherhood and woman S place in the home

. act18n work L1ke the femmtsts at the tum of the century, they were S

: yes: clenco-natronallsts had to take 1nto account reduced famrly size, \~ three_ ey

. orfour chlldren - and the mass marketrng of. labour—savmg household -

w"@- :
e A CCS Women were tO volunteer any spare tlme and energy tO SOCldl

| :.-‘5 expected to extend their moral mﬂuence beyond the home and clean u»p";- o

- ;socrety Socral problems accordmg to clenco-natronahsts were abovc allv'

'rehglous and moral problems and women as® moral guardtans were*_

appomted to fmd solutlons They were to gurde and purrfy the polrttcal.i"

- :,process mostly by mfluencmg men‘ to vote properl_y, support the nghts.’;-v_p‘ o

: _'."ancl 1mprove the workmg condrtlons of women teach them therr dutres .

; ‘protect ypung gtrls and adolescents and provrde care for orphanedv o

S _ chlldren 41

:_:40 Ibld " "

Trofrmenkoff "Bourassa opcrt p114

. C .

.l _f"__.“" Troflmenkoff I.LCS femmes, Op cxt p.392. g

k%



K 'also mothers of the natton 42 As the welfare and moral status of’ the_ :.'-"“' '

Women were not 31mply mothers of 1nd1vxdua1 fam111es they were‘;-_‘?: ‘,

\..a

_'»;-_famrly rested 1n the mothers hands $0. was the condltlon of socrety__."..'
- .. ‘_ dependent on women sosfandards of morahty Women could rrot be a ITA
”c'.constructrve force w1thout bemg a potentlally destructlve one as well and -
: the rehgtous natronahsts feared that' "if female behavrour changed so —

. "'_-would socrety "43 Women represented the affectlve realm that Wthh was '

; _etemal and 1mmutable They were the c(m‘}ervatrve and stable element'

DLt

-~ that by 1ts dally routlnes 51m11ar over: trme anchored a people toa

'natron 44 Thelr place in, the home was crucral and ‘the clergy felt'_"_ L

E .'compelled to appeal to women to mamtam the tradltronal role and also to . |

~' L over—emphasrzed As Troﬁmenkoff succmctly stated

43 Troflmenkoff gg op cit., p 230

: -'444 Danylewycz opcrt p7

' wam them .of the temptatlons that mtght entrce them away from therr :

“'-.;famlhal responsrbllmes Certam natronahsts msmuated that the problems X

i of Quebec socrety had women thelr vamty, wordlmess and lack of
.'thrrftmess as the cause 45 Natlonahsts saw the frequent need to remmd

: women of their patrlotlc dutles and ratled agamst, those who fa11 o

follow the prescnbed norms for farlure to do SO could mean“

: ;-_‘drsrntegratron of the whole rehgrous natlonahst construct

‘The 1mportance of women in the tradttlonal 1deology cannot bej

French Canada needed the mexhausttble strength and energy,
the courage, the rellgrous conviction, the sense of duty and - .
mlssmn the W1ll to survxve the very assurance of contmurty o

42 Trofrmenkoff Agtlgn Francalsgs opc1t p.82.‘_

: ., 45 Trof]me_nl(O'ff, Le§ _fg'mm_g' §>, 0pglt,p390-91



across nme that only women could provrde 46 ', o

Women had a dlstmct momentous natlonalr‘ tor p]ay and pamcular-» .

characterrsncs such as prety, sa@nflce devotlon and herorsm were -

requlred m the fulf1llment of thelr patrlotrc duues These were

consrdered muchTo 1mportant for the development of an approprrate o

S "femmme personal y'to be left to the vaganes ‘of nature or m the untramed_.v -

. »",har‘lds of parents As the twentteth century progressed rehgtous and‘- |

= secular natlona*hsts ahke 1r$asmgly promoted the need to prepare grrls i

‘Vfor the1r future domestlc, 'social and natronahst role m educatlonal

’ ‘1nst1tut10ns 47 :

Before 1900 educanon for the majonty of glrls ended prtor to the S

'_‘v.;_school system 48 For a few the daughters of the ellte, or of parents

46 'Trofimen'koffADreg"m‘ o‘p cit. p.230;

47 Lucrenne Plante op c1t 1968

o completlon of the seven years of pnmary schoolmg offered by the pubhc 3

BELE Several sources on the educatron of grrls in Quebec 1nd1cate DR

 that few records, if any, exlst llstmg only the rate of school -
enrollment_of girls for the perrod in question. Le: Collectif Clio,

.-op.cit., p.314 and. Nadta Fahmy—Eld and M)rchelme ‘Dumont "Les o
' ‘-_',rapports femmes/famllle/educatlon au- Québec bilan de la.

- recherche,"” ‘in Nadla ‘Fahmy-Eid and Mlchelme Dumont (eds.)
Martrgssgs ~op.cit., p.29." Although there are no ‘separately
- listed. statistics for_girls,. it is passible 0. deduce -a certain-

* pattern from the rate of enrollment" of both boys. and grrls
';Magnuson in A Bngf Hlstggy op.cit., ' p.55, claims that school

T enrollment 'in Quebec, at ‘the “turn’ of the century, compared o

the - enro.llment in other Cé}adlan provinces. - Although about .
80%: of .children were listed -as attending schoal, these frgures

. reflected school - re 1stratron rather than -attendance. "‘Magnuson

 further states. that" the: .great ‘majority.. of children -at’ the time.

) -in ‘the rates of attendance .as. the twent_leth century ,progressed

-~ did ‘not attend school past the age’ of twelve. and that - there wast"" |
oas well," a 'progressive “decline in the stanidards of | education and



: ‘cooklng, sewmg, needlework and the rudlments of art drawmg pamtmg_t, o
. 'progresswe adaptatron of the cumculum to the needs of)vomen whof*
: stenography bemg offered 30- j (RN

'”.trammg A normal school for grrls was opened 1n 1856 yet few women" ‘

"j?.;_.ralse the boydlng and tumon fees a’ secondary educatlon could be',_- v

f'obtamed at pnvate convent nsehools 49 These weret ﬁmshmg schools w1th_ P

e

&y Iabour and able to O

the objectwe of preparmg glrls fqr marnage for convent llfe or for. - 'A

_of eleven years of schOolmg, the graduates could boast of havmg a'

B "_,moderate knowledge of the arts and scrences relrglon grammar g

,also exposed to zoology, botany, mmeralogy, geology, aStrorl’omy andi_" -

©and music. Durmg the last half of the mneteenth 9entury, there was a

| v
There were few altemanves open to women at the end of this

H"'Brookwell o'p"cvit p.32, 61, states that by the tlme schoolmg :
was . made compulsory in 1943, "most Quebecers ‘still. did. not_
”_acqmre more than the very minimum amount of educatlon

She goes on to' say’ that 77% of children’ did not continue past
grade seven and that even as late as 1961, 85% ‘of Quebecers
did not. attend school beyond grade nine. As well, the - post-

primary schooling women obtamed was often from domestlc

L_ﬁ-educatton schools S R S

L 49 Le COIlCC[lf Clio, 0p. cit., p 181, Attendance at convent
- schools was not restricted to the bourgeorsle Many ‘parents. -

exchanged agncultural products or cords of wood.,. for the
convents fees. . ' L _

eammg a modest 11vmg should both.other avenues faxl At the completlon . o

. ‘hterature ancrent and modem hlstory were emphasned The glrls were - .

B vhyglene To the program were added instruction in the domestlc skills of

=m1ght be entermg the workforce W1th bookeepmg, typmg and



' ?-'i_ 54 Claude Galameau Les

P ** e 56

attended smce normal school trarnlng was not necessary to teach in the.f i.~' N

publlc schools As w.ell the gradual clencalrzatlon of the teachmgi__; "

professxon hmlted the detnand’ifor lay mstructors 5i. Whrle at the tum of - ERR

the century twenty teachmg orders of nuns accounted for half of all;.

female teachers ﬁfty years earller teachmg srsters had comprlsed only- |

one-tenth of female mstructors Dunng the twent1eth century, takmg the_ R
verl became most comrnon form of entry mto the profe,ssron Yet_

zteachmg still remamed the prmc1pal form of employment for educated lay A

women smce pnor to 19()8 they were barred from the classrcal colleges s

the prerequ1s1te to umversrty entrance and the llberal professrons 52

By the tum Of the century, ihe need for a classrcal college for gll‘lg' S

was artlculated by such promment women as Marle Germ Lajme who m,'-- -

consultat1on with smfer Sainte- Anne-aMarle of the SlStCI‘S of the._ S

Congregatton lobbled and obtamed permrssron from the churchf
hlerarchy, for. the srsters to set up an accredited program 1n Montreal 53
The College Marguertte Bourgeoys opened 1ts doors in 1908 54 Afflhated!v

w1th Laval Un1vers1ty at Montreal it offered the second cycle of 4 |

classrcal educatron Shortly after, m 1910 the rellglous communmes -

already offermg a secondary educatlon 1n thelr conv nt schools were ;-

granted penmssmn to adapt these to allow thelr students to complete the

51 f‘ ibid " P 216‘
‘ 1b1d p211

L : : ) :-»’»'1;'3' ) :

o093 Marle Germ Lajore was a- promment Quebec feminist and o
co-founder of la Fédératlon nanonale Samt-Jean Bapttste See'- g
footnote 63, : - o

-

. (Montréal: FldCS 1978\)/1;%8’/ T



- women 58

.."'
R

- _.frrst cycle of the classrcal program \These four-year courses of study?‘lff_
L were grven the prestlgrous desrgnatron of cours umversztalres but were_ )
}'gthe equrvalent of the 1mmatnculatron oLEnghsh hrgh schools 55 .
S The classrcal educatron offered grrls hke the program for boys o

w ‘was based on‘the: ratro studlorum a program essentrally grounded on the;'- .

._":study of classrcal languages and llterature From these students t

- progressed to’ the grammatrcal analysrs of ancrent as well as of modem Gl

S -~‘<.:
IR

| 'languages rhetorrc phrlosophy, hlstory, geography mathematrcs musrc‘f
i -'v'and drama 56 The sc1ences (chemrstry and physrcs botany, brology and

“‘,-f[‘,mmerology) were added to the cumculurn onl ”t'?rn the 1930 s. 57 Durmg

!

’{the frrst few years followrng the creatron oﬁéhe glrls program the
v r,
Co syllabus replaced Greek w1th the study of a modem language such as

German or Spamsh Thrs was requrred by the clerrcal admmtstrators of

| "C_‘,the parent mstrtutton Laval Umversrty to drfferentrate the program from

‘o the ‘one offered boys When Greek was added in 1‘1922 the courses of L

?studres of the classrcal colleges were rdentrcal for both young men and

There were as one mrght expect many objectrons to the-

L estabhshment of classrcal colleges for grrls The 1dea ‘even when not L

adamantly opposed was often treated wrth densmn as 1llustrated by thls o

,"__statemen_t Quand madame séra manee elle présentera a son marr de la

These courses wére known as lettres sczen.aes in Montreal
and przmazre supérféur in Quebec Le Collectlf Cho op c1t

P3IS.

Galarneau op 01t p_1v66_68"-‘1_
57 ibid., p.180.. o

- 5% Plante, op.cit., p.103.



»,'_.j soupe aux alphabets latms ou grecs'"59 The opposmon however was

;‘:':"“_‘.,'usually more emphatlc Some crmcs s1rnply dtd not see the tlhty of a W

:classmal educatron foi gtrls After all the ultlrnate goal of such an ‘.

educauon was to form pnests, lawyers andjdoctors all careers closed to'

'_women 60 Others felt that women by trymg to 1m1tate men lost thetr_.'_

"femlmmty 61 Mostly, 1t was feared that women removed from the home |

o would be seduced by the mtelIectual hfe and rerSe to accept mamage,

_. 'motherhood and the responsrbrlmes of the farmly 62 BRI

The resrstante did not however sﬂence the demands of women for - |

- Q.

?"v,‘fi__"-'hrgher educatlon Mlddle class women such as Marre Germ Lajme )

v'J“i':',-;'.""_Josephrne Marchand Dandurand and Carohne Be1Que members of the"f"" o

_""F ederatzon natzonale Samt-Jean-quﬁste an orgamzatlon founded in o

SLQQ? umtmg a vanety of womens groups wanted thelr daughters"
L 35 . s—(

_..,'%,:\' e

- "_.59 D1ansa Begahger? Lu01e Rozon Les reh’,"’ es au Québec -
(Montreak‘ Edmons lere Expresswn 1982) p 181

i 60 Plante op Clt p27 R
"'-62 Antonme Gagnon op crt p130 -

K ‘63 Le Collecnf Cllo op c1t p329 Orrgmally, members of. la
O F édéranon - had" been 1deolog1cally ahgned with' femrmsts of - il
.. the” Engllsh Canadlan and: Amencan movements They almed to
;'reorgamze society- thrOugh thelr work in phllanthroplc
“--associdtions. ~ The clencahzahon of- these -organizations’ in - .

" .:.._;..'ff“%dlzics%ated 63 The lack of women s colleges in French Canada forced them -

* Quebec and the fierce ‘anti-feminism of- the clergy served to ".“.

relegate French Canadran femlmsts to' a purely’ suppomve role

“in benevolent organizations. . As; well “the . 1deologtcal constramts'

of Cathollcrsm and nattonahsm 1mposed limits on. the - femmxsts N
.and la Fédératton . failed to propose radrcal modrﬁcanons to .
© the role and status of women " The. ‘majority. of femxmsts




,‘::fi to send therr daughters to Enghsh secular 1nst1tutrons lrke McGlll or to |

L ;the Umted States and Europe to study. On Apnl 25 1908 the newspaper*'

o La Patrre anneunced the opemng in Montrealof a, secular "lycee de Jeunesjv R -

"' frlles ned" This pnvate rehglously neutral mstrtutron proposed to respond

to, the needs of these femmrsts The church hrerarchy reacted qu1ckly to"'

o thrs attempt at: undermmmg the absolute control of the @hurch overv'f

&
3

L educatron and acquresced to the formatron of a classrcal college for grrls

'--under the ausprces of a rehgrous order .

srmply a concession to the spmt of the century 65

¢ ergy qurckly dlscemed the expedlency of these developments -‘Af“ |
classrcal educatron was as the hlstonan Galameau contends in his study of R

o ,classrcal colleges by its very nature an expressron of the French Cathohc o

RN

ﬂ’g Kl

cssgncc and the keeper of. the rrenc culture. 66 Classrcal colleges were in : |

themselveg%a,cultural legacy the ﬁrst havmg been founded m Quebec c1ty. e
“ini 1636, 67 Baséd as 1t was on the study of the Latm and French character o
thef(vhole perme‘atedywrth the moral teachmgs of the Catholrc rehgron

-thrs type of ed‘ucation ‘was a perfec? vehrcle for clerlco natronalrst_ o

_'teachmgs The xole %g class1cal colleges was to prepar‘an 1ntellectual_~‘ |

o 'arrstocracy that upomg’l’aduatron would propagate the farth protect the - o

B supportedg the élerrco natro sts deflnltlon of femrmsm

“;,64 Le Colectif, cno xb;dr., o
o 65 Amonme Gagnon Qp Clt p 172 ,.', d S T o / ,' |

',,,..,66.. Galarneau op cit., p234

"v"{morale femmme A Planve op. cit,, p39

- lemancrpahon de- plus e Jus effectrve de la personne E

o

.va-\l

h

67 Plante opcrt D.ll.

,'[fhe clencal hierarchy s acceptance of hrgher educatron for women R



i

.' 'nghts and ﬁbertles of French Canadlans and mamtam the socral order.

ngher educanon for glrls also had nauonahstrc ends But these "

rgoals were very much in lme wrth the clenco-natlodahsts 1mage and role._i'; D

| of women The canon of Laval UHWCTSlty outlmed the role of the

. educated woman in h1s address at the openmg ceremomes of the Coll@:ge . .,
B Marguerrte Bourgeoys She was to protect her farth and to contnbute to o
| the formatton of an; mtellectual ehte proteger le ﬂambeau de sa for et

”f__partrcrper a la formatlon dune ehte mfellectuelle/\anadlenne-

p

-..'ffrancals% "68 His words mdlcate that the motlvatlons for the relrgrousf" L

'nattonahsts support for hrgher educatlon was not to produce mtellectual

‘_women, nor was lt pnmarrly mtended to. p;epare them for umverstty'; gn

"entrance Antomne Gagnon 1n her study of the classrcal college of Notreeljf{ S

o v.-Dame de lAssomptlon de Nlcolet glves as evrdence the fact that in her’ SR

. mtervrews wrth former students they often mentlonned the lack of career

_onentatron and mformatlon offered in the school 69 She adds that thed o

-fpurposes of a femmlne classmal educatron were to fully prepare young_.-'-_i. o

o ..grrls rehgiously, morally and 1ntellectua11y for thelr roles of wrfej L

, mother and teacher Furthermore a classmal educatron gave a woman the.‘_.l" e

N ,_';opportumty to prove her femmlty by senously embracmg and preparmg_ o

. for. her m1ssron as educator ¥ T s S

"Elle do1t prouver qu elle ne renonce pas a demeurer
: femrne, qu'elle. ne ‘trahit pas son, étre profond mals au
. contrarre qu’ elle envrsage sa mission déducatrlce avec

N

- ,‘><_5'8 Plante, P Clt P 78

69 A f‘qnnnn‘ ARt ‘an



gravrte et qu elle desne y apporter une preparatron e ,.
adequate '70 4 : IR s

As long as educatron drd not render wnfncn pedant1c vam and selﬁsh and' =

;-_‘:they ntin ea to wrllmgly accept therr fam111al respons1b111t1es hlgher .

'3'educat10n would meet w1th approbatron and was commended for'_’ RO

. '_icontnbutmg to the formatron of a supenbr race Thls was ev1dent in such;
) "_b‘staternents "L'unrversrte dev1endra le foyer dune race plus forte parce '
: "qu elle sera1t p1u° 1nstru1te and des femmes superreures feront une L
. ‘cmlrsatlon SUperleurc 71 i RS T .
It.can be sald in conclusmn that untll the 1960s educatlon fbr e
women contlnued to be gum d and lrmrted by thce? clenco nat10nal1sts 5
notrons of women s place in socfefy Women S mcreased part1c1pat1on n’
B the 'workforce durmg the Depressron years of the 1930’5 and durmg the'-‘
jSecond World War 1nten$rf1ed the fe’trs of the elltes They hnked what*l
N they percelved as the dlsruptron of the. socral order to the dlsmtegratron of

' *v'ffamtly lrfe and reacted by vehemently demandmg a return’ of women to

- j'the home They offered a retreat to tradmonal moral values as an; antrdote

M.R

Y the dangers of soc1allsm commumsm, rampant Amencan materrahsm'. e
"and to all m° ners of - modemlsms All these 1rre11grous and smful:‘
2 ‘mfluenéés could be ulllﬁed by womens moral mﬂuence in the home and

in socrety.!.‘ o

0 Ibid, pIL " - I RO

Plante op c1t p 77 78 and p: 128 |
i DTS
__ _72 \Nlcole Thrvrerge "’L ensergnement menager 1880 197(;;.

| _ Nadia Fahmy Eld and Mlchelme Dumont Maltresses op cit.,
't.p126 P : - S .

.
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L
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o CHAPTER4

‘H’} N v

Factors Leadmg to the Foundatlon of the Pensronnat Assomptlon '

and the Program of Study

‘::_""/"«' o S T

The educatlon the Cathohc church brough' to the West was sxmllar

m structure and content to the educat1on that nad evolved m Quebec under ‘

e

_ the leadershxp of the ultramontane clerlco nattonalrst ellte As tlns. |

L chapter“wrll mdtcate it was not possrble to dupltcate the 1deology in 1he

' separate schools of Edmonton for as the century progressed the sepamte
school board was. dommated by Enghsh speakmg membe}s not always

B sympathet1c to the educattonal needs of the French speakmg commumty

o ‘ln an effon o-,:protect and- mamtam 1ts rehglous and natlonal legacy, the :

. church and_l:hé:Francophone commumty founded pnvate schools that

.'-"alrrrkd 1o’ pfepare young people to defend the fatth arrd preserve thetr -

‘ nulture bv mculcatmg in them the tradlttonal moralwalues based on the

B pr1macy of the famrly, _church and natlon Thls chapter wrll examme the

. 'condmons that led to the foundmg of one such school the Pen rtonnat

,'v.jlj"-Assomptzon . dztlme the schools program of study and deﬁne the

" r“"'.teachers concepu n of female educatlon

For Franco Albertans World War I and the mter-war years 1919-

' .'1939 were partrcularly dxffxcult ones The perxod marked /\or the
1 Edmonton .commumty the begmmng of the gradual declme of the group $

| 'Tstrong sense of 1dent1ty and" 1nfluence> Durtng thls twenty ftve year

penod the abthty of the French speakmg commumty to surv1ve was '

vl

T 62

TN
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o tested repeatedly Demographrc and socro economlc changes
reorgamzatrons w1thm the provmcral school system and wrthm the"j .

Cathohc church rtself prov;,ded numerous obstacles to la survzvance

gt

Whatever cordral relatlonshlp French Edmontomans had prevrously ) i

estabhshed wrth therr Engllsh speakmg nerghbours becar;ne stramed B
durmg the Conscrrptron Cnsrs of 1917 The reluctance of the Quebecoz§ S
to enhst m the flghtmg forces for servrce in what was perce1ved to- be an'

1mpcthst war was met by accusatlons of treason from Enghsh_:’ﬁ'ﬁ ‘

Camdrans Although French speakmg Albertans contnbuted to the war'j, e

o ctfort wrth as much enthusrasm as therr Enghsh counterparts, they d1d not':.;j L

escape the anti- French attacks because of the1r assocratron with Quebec 1

Wrthm the next two decades the. composrtron of the French- '4

- speakmg communlty and the transfonnatllon of urban llfe brought about_-__":'i} o
by such mventrons as the motor car and movrrfg prcture shows further'. P
threatened the sense of. cohesrveness of the commumty The declme of "
F rench speakmg 1mm1gratron to the West dunng the war, combmed with"; B
the clergy's. campargn to prevent rurar exodus durmg the Depressron : ST

years meant that ; a greater proportron of the French ethmc populatron had , \

been bom and ra1sed in the commumty 2Thls generat1on growmg upina B

culturally mlxed envrronment drd not have the natronal conscrousness of '

1 BJ. Hart "Th-e Hrstory of the French speakmg Commumty of

S Edmonton 1795-1935", M.A. thes1s Umversrty of - Alberta, 1971

.p.128." ~Hart: clarms that no figures exist.on the enlistment of - :
French- Canadrans by pr/ovmces but that on the eve of conscrlptron_“
-in 1917, “half the number of French- Canadrans m the forces came
from provmces other than Quebec

. '_:'2" Ibrd p.187.. In. 1931 in an attempt to prevent the o R
drsmtf.gr-atlon of rural _parishes and unemployment in the cmes R
the clergy began an appeal to. 'le retour & la terre.” - ‘ ) ?{
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.P o

: -.j-.the prevrous generatlons Therr commrtment to the1r cultural”l‘egacy was{..- -

.'~‘.A‘_further threatened by the lrberated attrtudes that accompamed the advent.f", S

.::.jof the car movmg prctures aﬂd dance halls These new forms of

o entertamment drew young people away from the tradmonal famrly. ,

: -‘ gathermgs and parrsh sozrees thnt had served to b1nd the commumty

- together The economrc hardShlps of the Depressmn further weal\enedv. Rt

_-'::_those bonds as the need for Ph}’srcal su,rVwal superseded cultur'tl and::'.-'*f-,'. .

s ethmc concems3

Cied The 1920's a}so w1tnessed a decreascr in the numbers of French -
,speakmg clergy ThlS rprOVetho °be a ,slgm\l‘cant alteratton in the N
'_composrtron of the corpmu'mty s ehtc,‘ From the earlrest days of the tur-];'

| f tradmg settlement the chU%h hqerarchy* had staunchly supported the L

' _mteres’fs of the commun1ty and carefully ~nurtured and protected dtse

o 1dentrty " ‘The h‘lgh Propértron of French speal(mg clergy servmg the
@“5“0“5 Catho‘llc Paﬂshes made fhls work poss:ble In 1920, the Catholic -

g B
archdrocese of Edmonton comprrsmg 28 3"72 souls of whrch 18,094 were R

l Frcncb speakmg, _was seﬁ/ed by 98< prrests 72 of French orrgm 4‘..

& .»Followmg the death of"Blshop Legal and the appomtment of Henry o

: ".-O Leary as head of the drocese, the numbers of French speakmg clergy |

»:qu1ckly declmeg, By 1931 there were only srxteen left to serve a French ”

N populatr?n»of 25 933 5

3 Ibid.:; p 164. .
Lauder and Waddell op crt p 82

4 LS _ ' 5 sept 1934 r } .

.5 Ibi g I)g 1931, “the total number of PUCStS was 80 gnd the' | |
_:Enghsh-speakmg populatlon of the: archdrocese was, lrsted as

10 v‘



T‘ne move by OLeary to recrurt fewer French prrests was a

; ‘l)f the hrerarchys decrslon to replace the mrssronary pnests

A -6 s

_ mafsﬂ ]ﬁthe French Oblate order w1th secular clergy in urban parrshes 5‘:’_;,.

The changmg role of the church however was not the sole rmpetus fori B -

—

;thrs reorgamzatron T was as well a stratagem by whrch the Engllsh_- e

speakmg clergy, m the contlnulng struggle for corw of the church in the

o '.West almed to wrest power from the French Canad1an hrerarchy 7 The S

: ensumg tensron and the declmlng number of French speakmg clergy left

- French Canadrans feelmg assailed by forces wrthrn the church 1tself<v}.‘;;

o Drfﬁcultres also arose between Enghsh and French speakmg Cathohcs on»‘

o .the Separat' School Board From 1926 on, only two French- speakmg -i S

nteld the 1nterests of one-thrrd of the Cathollc populatron

L Fhesa neprese
' "hrrmg wh WAS conS1dered to be by the Francophone commumty, _
sufflcrent number of French- speakmg teachers 8 The proposals for the )

. :fconsolrdatron of schools frrst placed before the leglslature in 192Q, also .

'aﬁves were unable to obtam from the Board approval for : _""“ :

:“'womed the commumty Thealready weak vorce of the French speaklng S |

. * trustees ayould be lost in larger boards 9 Also lost would be the. autonomy'_‘ L

_ ‘that had perrmtted school boards in- 1solated commumtles to allow the | . :

surreptmous use of French as a language of mstructron 10

Ibid, pl46 T s

Huel op crt p48 49 ‘ L _
9-’ Hart op.cit;; p. 191 . .A ' L e
:59 LLSL{DY.L!M 31 Janv 1939 and Hart op ert p.l9v5'-1}9v6,'-1‘v

-' J Hart opcu p195 .



g In the wake of the drffrcultles expenenced by - the communrty"_
' followmg the Frrst World War French speakmg Albertans came to rely," -
- mcreasmgly on schools to ensure the mamtenance of a separate qdentlty -

: .The emphasrs was placed on 1mprovmg the standards of French taught ln |
the. schools provrdmg a secondary and post—secondary edu Canon m" :_‘.‘. s
" 'colleges, and mcreasmg the number of certrfred brlmgual teachers Ther. {

. . need for blhngual teachers was most pressmg On September 1, 1925 the;: " ;

3 govemment of Alberta put 1nto effect an educanonal ’oﬂl that authonzed' |
the teachmg of French in schools one hour per day ThlS supplementedé 0 :_

."the 1905 Autonomy Act that had allowed French to be used as a Ianguage

.)",
&

- of mstructlon 1n the first. two years of pnmary school i The corhmunﬂy';—i x
,. ;. welcomed thrs new leglslatron and qurckly set up appropnate Pl”Ogr dms.m o : .
_".the schools In the predommantly French panshes of Samt Joachlm ‘and L
o I’Immaculee Conceptzon keepmg the schools staffed wrth quahfled} -
; brlmgual teachers proved to be consrstently drfﬁcult The elite turned to | |
- the réligious order of les Soeurs de I'Assomptton de la Samte Vzerge of S
B Nrcolet Quebec to, obtam quahﬁed te”hers L '
| ThlS tea@nng order was well known 1n Alberta ln 1894 three_‘- -
.'-,-_"srsters had joumeyed to the mrssron of Notre-Dame des Sept Douleurr in -

: Hobbema and there establlshed a boardmg and day school for Indran_;.;: "
3

) T

| ,chlldren 12 Dunng the same perrod the order had founded a number of - n
o mrssxon schodls across tlte prame provrnces m Alberta at Samt Paul des '

- ‘Metzs (1899) and Wetaskrwm (1912) in Saskatchewan at Omon Lake *

'.‘o'-'

Hart 1b1d AR o
12 PAA, SASV/IS/ 73, 8@ "D_ecrfc’,;;_cs/visitesifv} ‘box 8, item16, 13 -
a0l 1894 - R R R A
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( 1 891) Battleford (1893) and Deln)as (1901) 43 "Iﬂle ,grder l'lad sts, ongm ’ -r':'".

i Quebec 1n 1853 It had been founded by,xAbbe }e@tr"l-lgxger and fot;r

young postulants to expressly answer the educatronﬁl‘needs of a small

."A ﬂ';

L rural parrsh 1n the dlocese of Nlcolet 14 By the turn of the éentury the

orde; had 750 teachers in 83 schools across the’ provmce 15

Les Soeurs deDL’Assompszon S a\towec@dedlcatron to westem

; Catholrc mrnorrty groups,, Indlans Metls and Francophones 1n

%'predommantl;y Protestant mllleux mfluenced the Fr‘enoh speakmg

S commumty S request for therr servrces 'I‘he nuns made French a pnonty

in their many educatlonal endeavors and were well prepared to fulfrll the

mandate set’ by the commumty 16 In 1924 the order accepted the

8 mvrtatlon of Abbe Lepage un pretre colomsateur and Abbe Bernier, the '

L

_ cure of the pansh of 1 Immaculee Conceptzon to set'up a congregatron in

e the crty a7 The srsters were to allevrate farst of all the shortage of

PAA" SASV:' ! Chronquues' "box 4 1tem1 pa_per grvmg the .
hrstory of the mission. titled "Mission de Delmas 28 jan 1960

.. and . SASV/lS/Sl 73 489 Chromques 1899 1921

4 Germarn Lesage Les Orrgmgs des Soeurs de lAssomptmn de l
Sainte Vierge (Nrcolet Edmons des Soeurs de l‘Assomptlon de la '
Samte Vterge 1957) p239 o L e e

s Marjorte Kerth ‘A Brief_ Hrstorv of Teachmg Orders of Women TR
Quebec. MEd. thesis, University. of Manitoba,1948, p.102. |

QPAA SASV box 14, item. 50/2 Shannon f11e letter from :
_ Provincial Superror to ‘Mary Laframboise, 23. mai, 1962."

- The! letter to Mary Laframborse stated ' that "knowledge of both
French and Ertglrsh [was] ~one of thefmecessary conditions fos ‘a
-young girl to be admitted to [the] @r,cfer In. reahty, however
only the l\nowledge of - French was. a prerequ151te :

17 ‘Prétres colomsateurs or colomzmg pnests were placed in’ .
Quebec and 1n the Eastern Umted States to promote em1grat1on to»



""':" ihe Canadran West"
Hart op c1t p33 ‘

FS 9

B French-speakmg teachers 1n the separate schools the frrst three to amve- o

@ were to estabhsh and operate a pnvate boardmg school for grrls 13

f'r glrls in the crty There were already two 1nst1tutlons provrdmg hrgher

educatlon for bes Le Junzorat Samt-.lean under the drrectlon of the

Oblate order had opened in 1910 and le College des Jesuztes d Edmonton‘ S

m 1913 19° All attempts to estabhsh a grrls school however had farled i

In 1920 the c0mmun1ty had mvxted the Srsters of Samte Crorx f;om o

Samt Laurent Quebec to estabhsh and drrect a school After obtammg’
pledges from lay supporters to ﬁnance the venture the commumty had_,'

been frustrated by the church hlerarchy s farlure to grant approval for the._", o

prmﬁect When perrmssron was fmally granted the srsters declmed to-:
dlrect the school 20 Fmally, in 1926 Blshop O Leary gave hlS consent Ie\

Soeurs de 1 Assomptzon had agreed to commrt thelr serv1ces and the _
. . N - . . B . ; I . N

~

Sbeurs de lAssoﬁptlon de la Samte Vrerge (SASV) Prlvate o
Collectron /@C) "Doc.T, -untitled, not dated.’ o
It is also’ recorded in: the Chromques that nuns. from the order
began to- teach- at- Sacré Coeur school in- 1925 . :
PAA SASV/.5/'l/ box 6 20 0ct 1925 .

t

19 Ha:rt opcrt p117

In prevrous years two other orders the Slsters of Samt Anne 0
and les deéles Compagnes de Jésus ', ha,d also trred but farled 10 -

' " 8stablish-'a' boarding sthool.

SASV PC, -Det.1, op.cit. -and also‘m the Prwate Collectron a booklet _ "
- written: by Eloi; DeGrace, "La’ Parorsse de I'lmmaculée Conceptlon '
1906 1981" (Edntonton La PaIZOLSSe Immaculée Concepuon 1981)
P 7@ FORE R SRR S B :;J; A

i )

1 taught at Sacre Coeur school for one yeﬁrtbut therr exphcrt mstructrons s

The commurnty had attempted smce 1913 to found a convent school SR
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: PenszonnatAssomonn was able to open 1ts doors September 26 1926 210

In that f“ St )’eaf of 0peratron, SlXtY Stlldents Teglstered and attended i o

- 'the C()uvent de I'Assomﬁtzon d Edmonton . as the l;\oardlng school was v

' '._formally called Approxrmately half of these students came from .

e outlymg French-speaklng commumtles and were boarders at the school

- The others res1ded in the c1ty and attended as day students Four teachmg |

i sr(ters looked after the educatronal needs of these scholars of grades one to

teri. Durmg the next decade the hlgher grades 10 11 and 12 were taught - : -

. 'mtermrttently accordmg to the demands drctated by student enrollment

a After 1935 all grades were COns1stently offered 22 By 1960 the flnal:_"_ L

| ‘year of the study, the school had a student populatlon of 164 and employed oot

'erght teachers 23 Membérs of tl;re teachmg staff were nuns belongmg to - L

the order }The SChOOI emponed few 1ay teachers. ' One was ‘hired in 1926",":-':" e
. and others came on staff in 1939 40 and 1955 56 24 As 2 rule a lay

-\

B IR

o The order with fmancral help from the commumty, pu.rchased '

~ Z.tﬂe Hagman Hotel on: the corner of 98 St. and 108 Ave.." Situated
in the parish of llmmaculée Conceptton Loin proxlmlty of the

‘,”church the Hagman ‘Block ‘was rdeally located : -

) A lack of: space forced the nuns ‘to, restnct enrollment to grades, :
-'4 to . 12 durmg ‘a frve year perrod pr;or to the expansmn of 1960-
'.61 o :
SASV, PC "Lrste du Personnel Ensetgnant Depurs 1926" |

L unclassrfred

23 SASV PC Pensronnat dEdmonton nﬁmbres déleves par "
grades depurs 1948 " unclassrfred : o : :
' . _ ;‘-'“"""' :
S Ty

ChS



- _‘ .‘,teacher was employed only when the order c_puld not fmd a quahﬁed nun..-‘ |

_f‘ to ﬁll the posmon and was released as soon as one was 'found 25

It is. 1mportant to note at thls pomt, the relatrvely small number ol:'ﬁﬁ o

o glrls attendmg the penszonnat and the selecnve hmlted character of the o

_;‘mstltutlon The 1936 Census of the-‘f"f: '.rame Provmces the most' .

) “ appropnate populatlon data for thexéarly years of the study, mdlcates that.'f TR
| f‘"m 1936 there were 32, 192 French-speakmg Albertans 5 077 of whom.' B s

o were school age gtrls between the ages of frve and nmeteen years 26

o .iGrven that the nun’tber of students at the school was less than 80 m 1&36 it - o

o is possrble to est1mate the rate of enrollment as approx1mately i 6% of the:i
s -‘.’total number of Franco Albertan school age glrls 27 _The ftgures for

S .;'”1960 the: closmg year of the study, show a 51m11ar propomon students of :

.+ the penszonnat accounted for only 12% of the ehglble female S

: ": .'populatlon 28 The expense of tultron and boardmg fees certamly deterred _V; o

“The orders practlce of ‘not- hmng lay teachers qurte apart fromq_: ’

the 1deologlca1 ‘conflict these" mlght have posed,- was fmancrally

_-,_'motlvated ‘The school, although exempted. from taxation; did- not

" receive either government or school board subsidies. . The only
- 'source of - revenues came - from the - students room board and’

: ,tu1t1on fees and from pnvate music lessons - gtven at: the school
With ' this money, the nuns_paid . thelr custodial staff but: they,
R themselves did not recelve salaries. Lay teachers, on’ the. other - _
. hand, had to be paid; - the added. costs dtscouraged the nuns from A
.hlrmg them even when' they ~were short-staffed. . g
co SASV PC "'Hrstonque de ’lAcademre"- 1963 p2 unclassrfred

1936 Vol I "'Populatron and

R -_".;Agrlculture' " Table 57 et

S "1946 47, Report of Inspectors of Schools," 'unclassrfled ﬂe
,report gives the number of students as 84 g

‘The 1961 Qg nsus_of g:angdg does not: pr,ovrde data on the 4

fnumber of school -age. Franco Albertan females But glven that



71

'.-V‘fi"b-..many parents from sendmg thelf daughters

L twenty dollars boardmg and tuttton fees A better mdtcatlon of the costs‘f‘;.-
’ borne by parents are the 1961 rates Extemals and boarders pa1d a yearly i ‘}
L "._admtsswn fee of ﬁfteen dollars and tuttlon fees of $15() Boardlng feeS{ |

were an a d d1t1 onal $350 per month 29 Wh11e the costs of attendtng the ‘
X - school were relattvely 1nexpensrve for extemals they were prohlblttve for"f-v ':_f "
boarders Francophone parents n- E?imonton would not have been-ﬁ o

dtscouraged by the expense of sendmg a daughter to the penszonnat but» '

,.the school I 1926;_;}

o extemals were charged four dollars a month for tuttton boarders pald;‘“‘ o

o only daughters of the wealthter famllles ltvmg outs1de the capttal crty_- i

- :could have afforded to attend

All glrls at the penszonnat whether urban or rural nch or POOI":»}:J .

had to adapt to- l1fe at a convent school and accept the rthurs of thej'f-.

L Program of studles a Program whrch remamed relatrvel)’ unchanged;f o

. ) durmg the penod 1926 1960 The boardmg school had been created asa ',

'j_'-response to’ the needs of the commumty these vaned shghtly over thet: B

: years - and had been gtven a cleat' mandate The school was to equtp:f". s

) .J'"lyoung gtrls thh the necessary mtellectual and language SleS 1n e

) .--,'_preparatlon for thelr future VOcatton as teachers in- French speakmg o

P _commumttes A c1rcular requestmg ftrfanc1a1 support from partshloners S

there -were 83 319 French speakmg Albertans and assummg that

L half were. women and one- th1rd of these females were ‘children

,t{ tween the ages of 5 and 19, the number pf glrls attendmg the [

o penszonnat totalled approx1mately 12% of - gchool a,ge women in’ R

B Alberta

. R - ’
29 For, younger students tu1t10n fees were §¥)0 yearly and

: boardmg fees :$300. monthly. - Intervrew with®Sr. Anne- Marte :ff', - |

‘ ; ‘Mireqult former. student
. August 22 1987 ,

teacher and pnnc1pal of - the penszonnat

L T
.‘,j.:



Al Lo

o *’]stated these exphclt goals of the school "De cette mstltutron devront

\

"-.jsortrr Ies Jeunes personnes formées et préparées a aller elles-memes "

o _'enselgner dans. nos parorsses de langue francalse et dans les groupes

-:-canadrens elorgnes ou 1soles "30 To accomphsh thlS Ob_]CCthC the grrls :

sfu:st of all had to garn entrance and graduate from one of Albertas _
o _f'nOrmal schools The penszonnat therefore had to offeroa currrculum i

; i‘-whtch fulﬁlled the ex1genc1es of the provmce s Department of Educanon L

- -“whrle prov1dmg at the same t1me the pedagogrcal dlrectlons and cultural S

;»envrronment that would promote the use and enhance the knowledge of " . SR

. 'l..'the French language

Drawmg from years of educattonal expertence m Quebec and from s

. _': the already Well estabhshed hnks between the order and Laval Umversrty, =

'."'.the d1rectors of the penszonnat sought to afflhate the school S program of -

B studres w1th the Quebec unlversqty 31, Perrmssron was obtamed durmg the: S

o first year of the school's operanon and the unlversny was thus allowed to'. o

cover wrth 1ts authorlty the programs .of studres 1mprove these';v L

-,Programs [and CO}Ordmate plans and methods "32 As m Quebec convent; ‘

v.schools the course of study offered was the cours unzversztazre przmazre-{f‘_ o
L ,:-"superzeur leadmg to the completton of the ftrst cycle of the classrcal i

o 'f-}'}_educatlon program The afflllatlon would not only assure a good:; S

- pedagoglcal orlentatlon and a sound mtellectual and moral formatlon

30 ‘PAA, SASV/SO/I 73, 80, box' 13, Shannon flle '"Fondatron du
; ‘Couvent Canadlen Frangals dEdmonton, : Alberta" : not dated '

The post prrmary educatron prov1ded by the order in Quebec

i had been under the’ aegis of Laval University - since 1914.

e ."SASV PC "Afflllatron a lUmversue Laval" unclass1f1ed not dated

- 32‘ ) Ibld y tran‘Slauon ;

. lv.



the certtflcate granted would allow the student entrance to Quebec normal f S

f o fschools and umversmes 33

’l‘he Alberta Department of Educatlon only reluctantly gave_'__ e

‘.applzoval to the schools program of study Govemment off1C1als, had’f-

o -repeatedly vorced therr ObJCCtIODS to the grantmg of equtvalent CI'CdltS for o

R ""stud),es done in Quebec durmg the numgrous attempts by the French- A

o ’.'speakmg commumty to o,btam accredttatlon for teachers tramed 1n that, -

L 4'prov1nce 34 Representatlves of the Alberta Department of Educatron.}‘ o

. clarmed that in Quebec, mathemattcs the scrences the arts and ﬁnglrsh:'_'

’_’were neglected 35 They 1nsrsted that the penszonnat s currlculum, ST

e ..;'.'conform to the guldelmes for pnvate schools set by the Mlmster of '} ; s

L Educanon It had to substanttally follow the program of study propoS€ q
,by the Department devote a requrred amount of mstructlon t1me t01 o
c "’approved subjects and apply t the same teachtng standards as those. expected" '

m the publrc and separate schools Teachers had to have valld Alberta”‘ B

"_

. ;33 Abid, After19§44 the c‘Burs umversztazre pnmazre supérleur S
i~ underwent- a number “of modlflcatlons among these wasFa .name .
change They became known ‘as  cours, Iettres scrences f':"‘:".t,';;‘\\.
: rln 1914 ‘the Mlmster of Educatton J J Boyle had granted the
‘_.recogmtton ‘under certain circumstances, of . normal school
~certifiecation from Quebec ‘The ‘teachers could teach if they had ,
o suffrcnent Enghsh -skills and followed a five- week course at .one of
Alberta's' normal schools. ' Hart, op.cit., p.119. _
" In a 1926 letter, however, -there is ‘mention’ of a move by the S
“Association Canadienne - Frangaise  de 1 'Alberta “to push for the
. adoption. of teachmg certificates from Quebec convent schools
'_',;PAA SASV/SO/I 73 80 box' 13; _Shannon file, letter from Sr..

ST, Marte Ange Drrectnce Ecole Normale de

Ntcolet 9 oct., 1926

ﬁg lbtd Sr Marie- du Crucrfrx does not spec1fy Wthh arts were
hought to J)ave been neglected L A



el teachmg certrficates or acceptabIe equlvalent certrflcatron and the school_ .' .
s ';{_;was SllbjCCt to regular mspectlon by the Department 36 | o A’ | ,. .‘
| Satlsfymg the pedagoglcal and Cu“rrculum rgqutrements of both the_’.,.;._;i_.'f;
| 'Alberta Department of Educatlon and the Quebec umversny requrred a L

‘-number ofi mnovatlve practlces from the students and staff of the';_l.'jt e

:..'.L‘inst'ruCti . nch As reported by a s1ster superlor in 1966

_-lexceptlon de langlals toutes les matreres s ensergnalent en francars "37 " :

'%‘F .j‘vi "‘:

Mg gh only one hour of French per day was“auQWed

fattonal prov1srons of 1925 the school offered allf

"];'Thts fact of course was concealed from govemment OfflClalS S

?Inspectors reports only made reference to two half—hour pertods of

. ",‘-‘versron presented m the: French language presstdtd not reveal the full-ff |

-

""-36 SASV, PC; Doc 23, "'Prtvate Schools Regulatlons 1946 These .
stipulations were: part of the amendment to’ the Department of

'Education Act of 1945 that regulated the establrshment operatlon i

" ~and supervision of private ‘schools. Alberta Education. Planning

*Services, "A Study" of ‘Private Schools in. Alberta " Edmonton 1984 L

- p.12. - Although there was no such’ stnngent legrslatron prior to

-.1945, the -inspectors’ reports of private ‘schools for the years o

,’"_precedmg the . implementation of the amendment stressed” ™

“fact, that the standard- of education | offered was generally in aceord';.i.
. with that outlined by “the - Department .. -as was the" generally

acceptable quahﬁcatlons of the teachers." Leroy Sloan, "A " Policy -
e ‘Analysis of Legislation’ Permitting Public Private School _
Agreements for the Provrsron of - Educatronal Servxces " Ph D

(e thesis, Umversrty of, Alberta 1980 p48

o SASV PC, Doc 10, "1926 1966 Quarante ans au service de la o
vpopulatron franco albertaine”, 1966. The fact that French was ‘the
L __v_language of instruction was- frequently repeated and rs contamed

'm many wrrtmgs about the school

8. Ibid,, "1946 17, Report of . Inspectors of Schools unclassi;fied;- N

HE. French per day, from nme to. ten oclock each mommg 38 Even the R



»

&\
' _jwho camé from homes where French was strll spoken would generally

f than students boardrng at the ﬂschool» Y%t one can assume tha" "
boarders, who were nnmersed m the lahguage twenty-four ho
' -,":'wouchnot have been totally shlelded ftom the mfluence of the *Enghsh :
- v";language as 1t mﬁltrated the mner sanctdm of the penszonnat through the.' B B
&y Sm dents o o B ,..»‘ .’ e R -

) LR il

- '::.return to an Enghsh world at the end) of. the day And even those studentsf';'-, 4

l' 'have\encountered mo e drfﬁcultles mamtammg ﬂuency m the language ff';-_';ﬁ_
",the.-"' e

PO

| . The avant-gandzstes however, tended to reJect the vahdlty of the’se't{
?explanatlons and attrtbuted the shortcormng to apathy and toa lack of‘f
patnotrsm "Pour etre smcére, concluOns que c est a cause dﬂnanque de
volonté et de patnotlsrne "18 Nevertheless, they extolled the advenrtages of
e havmg two Ianguages as well as remmdmg students of thetr dutres to

B j,-parents natlon and church when sohcrtmg therr co-operatlon durmg the

vlanguage contrlbuted to the aesthetxc and mtellectual development of oa
’ g

language of one of the countrys two foundlﬁg natlons brhngualrsm 1t >

o SASVPCBmderopcn Noel1947.. TN

dlssomate th,emselves jrom the wm:ld outsrde the school Although-v -
= F:ench was to. be the only fanguage use'ﬂ m]the school day students had to'."f s

| _'.'vcampax ns Th avqnt-gardzstes asserted that learnmg the French -
: & ‘i ung S

: stude;:tﬁ It was clalmed that those who leamed that most elegant and‘.ji :
b "'vharmomous Of languages were more llkely to apprecrate the beautlful and |
“the. reﬁned andthat by, obtaf’;___‘__" ga thorough knowledge qf one s oWn : |
e :_';language ‘learn'mg"a seconl _' anguage became easrer Another mcentrve f}:fi e
) glven in favour of leammg t‘e language was more pragmatrc S\l—E‘ee o

- 1-,;-:" French was recogmzed as an mtematronal language as well as bemg the



,\was clalmed would unprove a stu'dents prospectwe career opportumtles : | “

2 and future statron m hfe.19 Thene was no mentlon of the fact that dunng
" 'thls penod brlmgual French Canadrans belonged on average to a; lower g
3 'soc1o economrc status group than d1d -unrhngual Enghsh Canadrans and
o | _that the ab111ty to speak two languages tended to be an m31gruﬁcant1f not a B
'."}negame factor 1n the acqursmon of wealth and socral status 20 f‘ o
: N Career opportumtles, however dx‘d not- rank as: the most 1mportant Q
mg the languagé The glrls were never allowed to forget L
that language lmked the past to the future and that the contmulty of the
French fact m the West rested upon t\h?lr ablhty to acqulre and trans:mt
the- language to thelr descendants One student expressed the sobenng

” responSrbrhtles of the task in these words SR »:;ﬁf-z o

La survivance de notre lan e si chére, la langue de nos FRel T
*aleux la langue de nos peres, 13 lang‘ue canadlenne-francarse oy 2
oui- lalangue qufest bien prés de s'effacer’de nos foyers'si - } Co
~ nous, les jeunes; nous l'espoir de demain ne- sav1ons réaglr- L
combattre et‘se dépenser pour cette dlgne cause 21 :

The members of the Avant-Ga_r(de d1d not shun thelr °dut1es and e
eagerly promoted a number of actlvmes to ac)neve thrs t,end One 1n ‘,
pamcular seemed to have been a’ favorlte of students an;irCachers ahke SN _

The nuns had recerved mstructlons about the use of thls p: cular method

-

from the motherhouse m Quebec 22 It had been used effectrvely m ~
. . ] -

19 SASV PC Bmder op c1t "La Jeune Canadrenne, Jum 1937

20, Marcel Rloux yebec " in Ques ""‘n‘ translated by James Boake | ,h .
(Toronto* James Lewrs & Samuel 1971) p96 -97. et &? R
SASV PC mlnutes Op Clt 18 nov., 1935 ‘_- : } - x

' ’. 22 PAA SASV\, Shannon ﬁle letter from Sr Ma e- Ange asv . f”“
Nrcolet to Edmonton order 22 JUID 1933 A x B RN

: U S



e

week recelved a small pnze at the Avant-Garde meetmg In ththvay, the"" e

game prov1ded a constant mcentrve to speak well

Many of the other actwrtres demanded commrtment' and
mvolvement well beyond the weekly rneetmg hour The avant’-gardzstes
were regularly called upon to dlSCllSS or present summanes of works by-
promment Cathohc and r}atronahst authors Thetr weekly tasks also
mcluded readmg "La Survwance des Jeunes a supplement to“ the
newspaper La §urv1yanc anned at the young Francophone populatton -
and the ofﬁc1a1 organ of the provrncral Avant Garde 23 A cercle of oIder -"
- grrls wrote and pubhshed a newsletter, La Jeune Canadtenne durmg the
o -: : '5 school year 1936 37 Other Journahstxc endeavdurs followed wrth Le
Jaseur m 1945-46 Assumpta in 1947 48 and La Vozx de l'Asspmptzort n
de la Samte Vzerge from 1945 to 195824 S e E , ‘.‘ff'_

Not all act1v1t1es of the Cercles de l'A‘vant-Garde were dedlcated |
» to the pursutt of lrterary and hngurstrc excellence WhrlEQﬂrmted m

'_ number some acpvmes were pohtroaHy m0t1vated By takrng actlon, the
\ students and the nuns as mstlgators of these prOJects hoﬂto 1;1 uence
the world outmde the c0nfines of the school They studled the school and
language rrghts of the French rmnonty group to be ready when~called

upon to defend or extend those nghts An opportumty to. act carne‘m _:

""23 '"La Survrvance des Jeunes R voll nol rnal, 1934

24 SASV PC See Bmder for the mdrvrdual rssues 9 S



. __»j-_:school boards suggested a course of actron more 1ndrcat1ve of th”'
| "“-‘T'}_,_"‘students and nuns approach to polmcal questrons 26 Specral prayers._.-_.-_

were requested to brmg matters toan acceptableik’se

AT .'vallantly fought to preserve

1934 Eéach cercle wrote to'ane Mlmster f{ B iBennett reafﬁrmmg fhe 2
nghts of Frcnch Canadxans and demandmg support for French language’ '
radro programmmg m the Wbst 25 The report of a 1936 statement

rqmmdmg students of the potentrally'damagmg repercusslons for Frerich '

Cathohcs of a proposed educatlon b111 concernmg the consohdatlon of B

Prayers, letters to pohtrcrans hterary actlvitles and language;-zif

S ;, ’games, .}here all-dlrected to snmulate the patnot1c feehngs of the students '

. udgmg by the effusxve and emotlonal tone of much of the students prose,_:f“.'-:i

i ;j‘the actlvmes of the Avant-Garde seemed to have been successful m;}"' :

':‘-!f}stlmng therr natlonal splnt Often, the avant-gardzstes exuberantlyf" T

L expressed thelr zeal to malntarn the herltage the1r arrcesfbrs had so'

i . '_'--',-‘Ql.ll de nous n est prete a conserver notre langue" Qu elle est

. celle qui serait assez liche de mentir 2 1a face de Dollard en

: -»mepnsant sa langue en ne la parlant pas ou 1a parlant
oy mal 2l T - . .

Jhe strength of thelr commltment was proportlonate to the sense of“fz

= 'Students who refused to uphold thelr hnguxsnc tradmons were traltors to E

L therr race They 11ed unashamedly to thelr ancestors in t}us case to the.é'»:'..:'

s Ibrd 14fev, 1936

' _-'".‘*hero of Long Seault by refusmg to carry the battle sword m defense of‘ .

s -;-25 SASV PC, "mmutes,"‘op crt., 27 avnl 1934

o Ib1d 6 déc., 1935 ;--;.“':;:ff":*i" e } .



.;ft.* Ibid, 23 0ct,1936, 5 tév., 1936.. The cath 1o’ the flag: "Salue a
T i;ftox noble.. ‘drapeau. Canl]on Sacré*Cocur Redls-nous la foi. et 1a -,
o vmllance de nos ancétres Et_sur ce sol de’l patne fms Ic




filfbattle of Canllon | or ;chonﬂeronga vW‘here the French under Lév1s ‘afi
- Montcdlm had defeated the English anfies of Abercromby 1758, wa
- | ’f-—duphcatcd by the students dunng i deba.te ‘on t.he hlstory ' :_,f Canada-under-;_
B _?;.the French 32 The propornon of soldrers m the French.‘and nghsh cartm
;. Lwas mﬁmtamed. One student represented the 3000 French soldlers whrl‘
. the pthers portrayed the 15, 000 men of the Enghsh forces By declanng
B the French camp v1ctonous the studerits also falthfully l'eproduced the,.""f*; |
L ,.'._‘-'":_;l'OUtCOI'nC of that hlstonc battle 33 9" : T e T

T "_.",_f.'{thrs nme m a game on the proper use of French grammar and vocabular_y
o Two camps were. formed each w1th a caPtam and a complement .‘Of
.‘ o ‘v__vsol diers. The object of the game was to remove the enemy soldler from
"_' the pattleground After ten errors, a soldler was taken‘ pnsoner, ﬁfteeni‘:v
o T'errors wounded her and she was declared dead after twenty 34 The'f’-"» ‘

. _conespondence between the unage of the,soldler dcfendmg New France,._" . ".‘ e

. :,'1‘_ standar i ‘purported to have been flown at T1conderoga in- 1758

"':'.7.iﬁ}relrgtous-natlonahst abbé - at the Semmary of Quebec Wade

32 F{ancxs Parkman
’»-"_'.V1kmg Press. 1984) pp 352 370

At another Avant-Garde meetmg, stuzwnts agam becagne‘ soIdxers,ij __"

- ‘,'-and the student flghtmg for the survwal of her language was further: . )

,‘ 'vi_strengthened by the use of ana}ogles For example the collectlon of fo "

S o, A T

“ but’ was - actual{y the early twentleth century creation ‘of ; A

s

i‘-'-:_(?Maitkham;‘fCiiz’té.rio;.'.i_-‘- S

33 S)rSV PC "mmutes, ; opclt 27 avnl 1934

> _34 Ibtd 6 avnl 1936



o ."_-'j',_.was Groulx's. and' was" the maxim of,

) ""V".i_é'fvenu le sa!ut.v, .

x 'f','.msante," thlﬁ mlssxon wouId always be arduous % It was N

to_' arm young people, who "fhad ilttle or no mtlm:f

Ibld., ”mmutes du Cercle Jcanne-‘u
1945 uncIass1f1ed".f R RIS

-

G 4

31 bed P 151

L 38 SASV F C' Bmdgr, P .c1t ' "Echos s 24 nbv 1948 Thc phr&

"En" Amérique, dang cetté atmosphére saxomsée et saxomsante, .

.. 'nous le savons maintenant:"nous :"~gommes reStés cathqhques parce‘

- ~que.DoUS sommes’ réstés Frangms A

- The text-read:




: patrrotlsm

: fstudents requrred them to draw, upon the1r knowledge of Groulx s, Chez

.

',;'jfknowledge of the 1and of thelr ancestors, w1th the lessons of hrstory

'.f‘-“':,:;_'__-Throughout the penod the Avanr Garde a:nd other natronahst clubs

orgamzed meetmgs and darly, weekly and even monthly actrvmes that

':f'_f centred around the study of hrstorrcal themes, cultural tradrtrons and

- if‘:notable aneestors. On the more forrnal occasrons “the, students of the

: S 'fpens1onnat _]omed the scholars of the Jumorat Samt-./lean and of the
o Collége des Je.surtes to observe la Semame de Frerte Natronale and la

: .’ Fete de. DoIlard 39 Along Wlth other members Of the French-speaklng

"'-';commumty, they celebrated therr natronahty and renewed thelr

darly and weekly hxstory lessons that had always been an mtegral part of

Harde the nuns had mcorporated elements of natlonahst educatron in the

;_cumculum l)rrectrves emanatmg from the motherhouse m Nlcolet

In one mstance a convent-wrde( hterary contest for classrcal educatlon :

@cetggs, t0 wnte an essay, "Selgneuresse pour drx mrnutes o It f

, asked the students fo. unagme and descnbe lrfe as a chatelarne in a manor—

’house ofNew France 41 i ’ I R Vo
. % La Survivance, 12 déc 1951 ‘and SASV PC Bmder opcrt
= "Echos." ‘1950 51 ‘ PR R o

PAA SASV/50/I 73 80 box 13 Shannon file letter from :

motherhouse in- Nrcole) fo Sr Marre-du Crucrflx, Edmontdn 10

ki AA SASV lb'd , "Concours Littéraire", mai, 1935, =~

e educatron of grrls at the penszonnat Before the creatlon of the Avant-

But these were specral festrvrtres that only served to remforce the f-' -

TR

encourag&l the- nuns to mculcate in therr students "le culte des ancetres -'40 S



T of Paris in 1763 @ o

4

L understand ﬂlé‘feper?" ss1ons for New France of the s1gn1ng of the Treaty.:.

As on ,'

The orgamzauon of the Avant-Garde allowed for a more sustamed .
and systemanc natronahst educatlonv Thls often seemed to. have been o

‘ " :/-‘" ";"ljnecessary Seveml student surveys convmced the ;nembers that there were
: "glanng deﬁcxenc;es in the sum’ and substance of the knowledge of therr st
e .'hlstoncal past The results of a. 1938 survey mdrcated that half of the
"-:l'fthlrty-five grrls who had retumed the questronnalre knew who Jacques -
Cartler, Champlaln Malsonneuve Do]lard des Ormeaux Louts Hébert‘-‘-‘_
| \and La Vérendrye were but could not name the dlfficulttes and successesf;

i - of thelr exploxts The other half reeogmzed only Cartler as theg dlscoverer 55'; :'..,:
of Canada Very few of the total number of respondants had heard of the

o - Seven-Year War, coy d name the causes desenbe the pl'mCIPal battles orj 38

9? °ther occasmns the students resolved to study more

EE ”}-,,closely the penod of French dommatron in North Amenca t0° exafmneti Lo

2 \the hves and accomphshments of promment ancestors, and fo research the - ¥

L _‘ftradmons of New France The actlvmes of a week in - 1936 sponsored by""'jt'jf;:f-;_}-;

| ':‘42 SASV PC "mmutes de l'Avant-Garde op CIt. 9 oet. 1938

""""""

i the Avant-Garde Notre Semame Canadtenne xllustrate the students f"{‘
I ,approach to the study of hIStory a3 Each day was dev ote " o . pMcu}ar};; |
: penod 1n the hfe of New France The students summanzed works on thef"t \
.' | : S“bJeCK They learned about the;drscovertes of Cartner, the foundatlon of |
| = .iQuebec and Montrea! the Woﬂt of the Jesutts Recollets and Ursuhnes, the;'_'{
- = qums threat the voyages of Marquette Johette and LaVémdrye’ the
deportatton of the Acadlans and the battle of the Plams of oAbraham | The e

o)

= .v"f',,43 SASV PC "La Survlvance des Jeunes ; vol II no 16 av’nl 1936




Lo ::_-"hxstoncal events were, however but a backdrop, a stage upon Whlch the

.-,_,_'..j.:,-.‘.-f‘,_;ancestors played out thelr heroxc deeds L RERTIE N
| Andherorsm was defmed in very narrow terms It meant devotxon:_«,.."ﬁ“-

o ',‘-:_tO the Cathollc c}tu;ph and to the Frenqh natlon ln NOrth Amenca i_ ; :

; 3 acques Cartrer was adm1red as much for prepanng the natlves to T ecexve "
';‘.'the word of God as. for clanmng m the name of France the lands along the_f ;

St LaWrence, % '11 a découvert un pays 11 a auss1 préparé les ames des.v‘?-- :

B | /sﬁuvagcs a recevornla dlvme sernence "44 'I'he martyrs, ,René GO“IE’11

” 'f':?"Gabnel Lalemant and Jean de Brébeuf were adrmred for thetr m1ss1onary

| V‘ 'zeal and for thelr wﬂlmgness to d1e for thelr falth 45 But the most revered;"

| | Ahero was Dollard des ijeaux Intensely rehglous he dedlcated h1s hfe‘f_'

‘ B i ,to his country Through prayer and the sacraments he found the courage’:_. 3;'.'_""'.‘ :;

B to thhstand and dxffuse a fonmdable IIOQUOIS attack at the cost of fus own'-tvi'-" : * |

L 'hfe 46 By .éombmmg plety and patnotrsm tHe 1nd1spensab1e quahtles off .

| »' v"the 1dea1 French Canadlan he personmﬁed for: natlonahsts young and old ER
- \ ahke the w111 of the French natton to sura('kive on North Amencan sod

- . e Dollard's courage to res13t t111 the end, his determmatlon never tol ','.f

\ '_ retreat-nor to beg for mer%y hlS plety, all these qualmes were held up as;'i_ |

' inspiration for young French Canadlans And they were en°°“faged o

N 'i}.‘emtﬂate his @xemplary behaviour. An avant-gardwte in. 1938 noted the Q.'f.

P mﬂuence» of the hero "Domard persomﬁe pour nous, le brave qu1 a putsé_..;‘-';'i.':fi::"::_

| . - _sa fonce dans le Chnst [Il] a sacnﬁé sa v1e pour sa patne Il a pns sa;" e

s 44 "‘.I_bid'f ‘_

. ‘:';'46 Robert Holller RS r" (Montréal Les
* “Editions de lHonzon, 1963) Bl et SR
: ~L10nel Groulx, Pollard _u _i h '7‘ (Montreal Fldes 1960) AR




__ -"_f'.-'_:plous and thnfty colomsts possessed all
- {_,cultlvafe and they were frequently helj;" ‘. : odels A work on Loms , e
s Hébert was necommended to avant-gardzstes Wxth the explanatron” "Cet
;”ouvrage rapportant la vxe et la mentalité»de ce brave colon, mdrque et
"':i.'..?f_touche de prés le yrai espnt des Canadlens francars.... ‘Ce. hvre est

recommandé a l'usage des malsons d,»é’d, canon, pour que, a l'ex\emple des
e Hébert notre Jeunesse s01t courageuse persévérante eF arme de "la R

L - All ancestors were revered m "le culte des ancetres Even 'the o
it ':_;_,';L‘::,most obscure progemtors had performed herorc deeds After all theL

- had- assured the survwal of the raee. If French Canada was. stlll Cathohc"j:‘j- .;' j' :
o -'f'.and French 1t was due to thelr perseverance, prety, strength bravery,:"__-;,:_E.f::,‘f";f;:.:

S Vn_:,_[generosrty, resourcefulness and w111 to survwe 0, In other words, to'{ff"_-f‘

2 | fthelr herolsm The natron «Cvould endure only ":'young peOple m no

e fﬁ‘?""‘sAsv‘ 15"C thirfutes de l'Avant-Garde op cn "La Féte de
& e Dollard des Ormeaux , not dated‘ ' : Nk AR

\".-

\48 SASV pc Bmder, opmt "La'.zFéte de Dollard" '2‘4-max, 195 1 i

S ‘49 SASV PC mmutes ,de l'Avant Garde op cit 26 ia“ 1934
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ERI accepted therr dutres and hved by the moral codes set by the ancestors P

They were to pattern therr hves ﬁef "l'hérorsme qu1 leur ft& légué "50 o .p

- e An ‘address:by the provmcml superror urged the grrls to hve by tlus creed

S "Soyez fideles... F@éles 2 vos ancétres! Darant toute Cette année, vous- ’ |
" avez contemplé par Iétude de "Nos Heros' Ihéroisme des fondateurs et

3 des sauveurs_ de la patne canadrenne Souvenez-vous que vous appartenez-'-',f'

i ette lignee. ' braves et que Jamals l’on "__e compte de traltres pamtl"“"
vous "51 She mtlmated that to devrate vf_l.om the eé'tabhshed pattern;
S . '..amounted to: the demal of one s ancestry andv_ meant the refusal to carry on |
S -lfthe herotc ﬁght a treasonous course of acnon, no lessa :

i On the other ha.nd acceptance of on&'s ob gatlons granted full

' ._;,'_"access to 0ne of the greatest cwlhzanons of the modem world To =7

S ,sweeten the burden of the task envxsaged the glrls assured thernselves 0 5’- 7

the ment of the undertakmg by clalmlng_that the French culture w,' }ﬁx,.f ‘

: 'ii_'actually supenor to all others | "La .culture 'francalse est aussr grande qu : ﬁ -
A greque et la latme elle leur est meme supéneure parce qu elle et E

profondément chréuenne "52 ’I'hey, as French Canadlan women had” :
| been blessed by God w1th the responmbrlrty of keepmg the ﬂame of ttus":'_i“ -
:v,_Canadran mamfestatxon of "la plus belle c1vrlrsatlon qur fut Jamals
| 'I };:_burmng m the home 53 And smce noblesse oblt’ge ; they woulff not turn ]

‘:"."";'-Z‘away from thelr dutres 54 5_ \ ;".:'" w—v\ e '\\" e NENET .
" "‘50 SASV PC | Annualre Souverur,' op crt p I\I(i | ST

' AR 19 Jah 194{

) ; '.’52 SASV PG Bmder, op crt,

**’53 SASV PC Doc 21 "Am;cale de I'Assomptron 1926 36 " '__?-:'-._;]
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'I'Eo reserve the 'French s

; e lee (ﬁlelr,foremcghersi the students were

deplcted cultural scenes from the past, most were°lmked to the observahce g

o of rehglous ntes 57 Even some apparently secular customs sueh as la Tzre,_’f’f

; 01 ,

7 *56 SASV PC "Mmutels de l’Avant-Garde . 22 dec ,,,1936 e

L’Epluchettes-;wa a com,shucklﬂx '3001?]“88th¢m‘8» la
Gmgnolée.f;i-}'_ house o-house collectmn for the poorf-,a,.;-C.' mas




like Ia Crzee had dlrect rehglous srgrnficance An auctlon of baked goods

5 held for the purpose of rarsrng money to buy prayers for the souls 1n

R p.urgatory, la Crzee showed accordmg to the students the nnportance of

the supematural in the darly lives of thelr forbears 59§\Others such as

| 1'Angelus,, Ia Crozx du Chemm le Stgne de. la Croix, la Przere en o

famzlle, Ie Saznt Vtatzque a la mazson and Ia Benedzctwn’du Jour de l An '

- were. purely reltgtous observances 60 The re- mtroductlon of these in the

~and Ie G’Zeau des Rozs were celebrated on rehgrous feast days 58 Some B

""home not only strengthened the lml& between twentleth century Franco-

S -
g Albertans and therr ancestral past ,{t seNed also to re estabhsh or’ to
,_'remforce the mtlmate place the ch’h held 1n the hves of Frénch

- Canadlans

ancetres almed to. mculcate in the students a strong alleglance to the .' ‘

/

s 'Cathohc rehglon and to the French Canadran race The glrls accoug‘t of
‘thelr efforts and the1r statements of cenv ctlon 1nd1cated that the -
t .'natronahst ed,ucatron, suc,ceed‘;'_ i 'makrng them more aware of ﬁgem

58 8" On the 25«
'__patron saint. of ‘s ts; children made toffee.  Le Gateau des '
*- Rois - was: made to celebrate ‘Epiphany, the feast day to.

- commemorate the day the Three Klngs presented their glfts to the[*
- infant Jesus - A pea’ was hldden in the cake batter and the chlld to j ‘

: fmd 1t was declared kmg or queen for a day

. '59 SASV PC Bmder "V01x de IASV" Noel 1948

-

60 L’Angelus - was'a prayer uttered mormng, .noon and mght and Ry

o ~le Saint. Vtauque ; the grantmg of the last rites at_home.  La

'Bénédzcuon du  Jour de I'An - “was | the tradmonal benedlctlon

grven by the patriarch of the household-on- New Year's Day. cq@ the"-"" o

’. _name of God the Father he gave hls blessmgs to hrs flock /\

N

'Fhe emphas1 on thestudy of hlstory, tradrtlons and "le culte des -

ovem er, the feast day of Samt Catherme the . /



T

o i",'}.'-g..}_,.‘rehglous hentage Theu' wntm’:‘j_'

ollectlve past and more mchned to pneserve ’_ e1r cultural hnguxstlc and g '

however, revealed a cértam:' R

: amblvalence about thetr role as French Canadtans in an Enghsh Canada SR

L ‘f Thens was n{g e radlcal natlonahsm of the Queb'a: rehglous nattonahsts"_:‘* e

" nor was 1t of the same mtens1ty as,the nanonahsm”’ f some of t:he most

_m111tant western Francophones Unhke the Franco Mamtoban Jesuttff. o

] educator who clatmed that pour un pettt Francals l'anglalf nest Jama;s .

o f_lessentlel the students reco%mzed the necessrty of leammg Engllsh

B " even to the pomt of neglectmg French 61 On several occasrons, theyiﬁvt“:'.}f'- :

' Proclalmed the1r alleglance to theCanad1an natlon in these terms ' "Le'“ e

.:’-pamotlsme pour une Jeune Canadlenne francarse s1gmf1e l'amour du N "

' : Canada 11 81gmﬁe de plus 1'amour de conserver son coeur et son esprtt_ :

_‘francals Nous alrnerons a cause de cela mteux le Canada que ceux qu1 '

-

/ :posmve force that would enable them to become better Canadlans

. n'ont m notre sang n1 notre langue "62 Natlonahsm, on one hand was a

In some ways the nuns recogmzed the unposmbxhty‘of denymg the' 5 s

é‘léhsh character of the world outs1de the penszonnat and at tlmes","-'f,

R advocated a more hberal nattonallsm By havmg the students partxmpate-i}-f‘ﬁ_j-“" -‘

» "_ -in, the Klwams mus1c fest1va1 for mstance they showed a certam degfee‘.?f

'of wﬂhngness to expose thelr stu‘dents to the Enghsh env1ronment 63 And-

L at least in one instance, they were wxlhng to use the means provrded by an_'. .

f.js_‘f'.Engllsh Protestant assomatlon to further the educanonal prospects of thelr S

fa :

BN 7 DU : RO

SASV PC "La Surv1vance des Jeunes , avnl 1636

. A62 SASV PC Bmder "Echos 4o, 1950 o
63 SASV PC Doc 4 Flore Hou%, "Les Soeurs de l"Assomptlon de la
,‘Samte V1erge a Edmonton opc et I A, R
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:_"}: StlldentS In 1942 three of thetr students apphed for the Marshall'-f:.: -
f'-".:scholarshlps pnzes offered by the Impe'nal Order Daughters ‘of the"'"_ |
':'._A-Emprre 10 help defray the costs of attendmg an Alberta normal school 64 o
~ The convent students did not wm, three of the four pnzes were awarded".
| | r..to glrls thh dlstmctly Bntlsh surnames Nevertheless the very act of"’.':“._.'

" applymg showed a certam degree of openness as well as w1111ngness 0 ’} S

g ‘proﬁt from the c1rcumstances

I“ the ﬁnal analYSIS, however one can detect throughout the.'-"i"

T students wntmgs, the forebodmg consequences of: neglecung Ia patrle . ’

L | »The gms camed w1th them the. potentlahty of becomlng Groulx s B

R f»;];;—monahzed chxldren Havmg lost thelr Ianguage and hentage they L
g : "-wou]d certalnly become farlures m both Enghsh and French worlds ‘~_' N

o »_JSuccess for French Canadlans could only be attamed by remalmng true to"', .

= i“:'theu- French herltage They had been bom French Canadlan women and

,. E only by developlng the "hlghest quahtles of French culture " by bemg true‘v_i i

' ' L to. thelr natlonahty, would they fmd happrness 65 The theme of the 1949 :.;. .

._Semame de errte 4Natzonale 111ustrated thlS behef "Tu réussrras dans '

= ”i.'.'la vie- dans a mesure ou tu. seras Canadlenne frangalse "6 By promotmg;»

: the work of. the natlonahst clubs, the nuns mamtamed the rellgtous and -

LA 'cultural ldentlty of thelr students a prescrlptton for %uccess that also

i : ',embfaced the need for the glrls to conform to the1r femmme na Ire and to‘ ' :

- the role ascnbed by husband and church ",.‘f@- L A
:54 SASV PC Doc 24 Bursary apphcatxon to IODE June 1942.‘;;--‘ e

"'.;"_65 Troftmenkoff m_& op cn p73
o '7'{;66 SASV PC, Binder, opit. 23 mars, 1949

e



s comfortable home for the farruly ﬁd guaranteed the Spu'ltual the;”;':" P

| 'f‘h'.'-‘me TOIC Ofmwomen m socrety They percerved women as pnmanl ,wrves_ o o

- TSASY, PC, "Ammuas

. The Religious and Feminine’ Educatlonof(}lrls S

The preparatlon glven the studentS‘ at the penslonnat not only _’
T served to fashlon the gxrls' sense of respons1b111ty for the survxval of therr._
'-,_"culture language and hlstory, but also was mtended to prepare them’ for_ - : T
R 'thelr role as auxlhary to husband and church The nuns envrsaged for;‘-’. '

'women a purely supportlve role As wrves and mothers, they made a

o "phys1ca1 well-bemg and therefore the happmess of those around them In' : :
- socrety, they supported the cause of rehglon and of the natlon Educauon '." >
. for women was geared to enhance. the V1rtues mherent in the 'femmme o
o ,".;nature, quahtres that in tum they would need for thelr SUPpomve an d
v- L subserv1entrole | R ., o - o '

Les Soeurs de ! Assompnon clearly artrculated thetr conceptx of | ’

"-‘J"and mothers Nmety percent of thelr students, they estlmate‘ would»,‘ B, f,_
EE i -_marry 1 As the glrls mentors, the nuns had a responsrbihty to assure that«'
" their charges were well prepared for thelr future funct i‘ls' S

L homemakers "Qum de plus essentrel pour la Jeune ﬁlle, they wrote L

! '.'.b

_"ouvenir, op.cit., P 13
105 :

..-';.' \Zl:;’?' - Coe

| que de.l'lmtler aux travaux de cmsme de coupure 2 Ia bonne tehue d'unefv SR



S »marson‘ "2 Thrs trarmng confonned to the paren\ts expectatlons for ﬁey

¥ : :also percerved housekeepmg sktlls as a necessapy and essenttal component

" _:']""j‘\fof the complete female educatr“ n. One parent expressed h1s grantude to

S n»the nuns for hrs daughters educatlon

Dans cette mstttutlon ‘vous avez

= .,"".:.;‘_".f""prepa & nos ﬁlles pour une v1e compléte plutot que de preparer ces: eleves

L 'pubquues en Alberta "3 A good educatron drd not necessanly prepare a ,.'};"f o

A gagner leur vie' comme 11 se rencontre dans presque toutes le‘s écoles

| bR '.:gtrl to enter the labour force For her hfe held. a dtfferent prormse

. Andno mstructron the nuns affirmed was more nnportant to thelr

' charges future well-bemg thana sohd tratmng in the domestlc scrences

106

SR 'Inmatlon in the skrlls of cookmg, sewrng, the prOper care o‘f the house and .

o "_resourcefulness and. self-sacnﬁce they ad\\/ocated as the key to happmess .

L _, ‘_for the prospecttve gardrenne du foyer S

ST » autant de vertus exrgées p%r les humbles besognes ma

' .the careful nurturlng of the attendant quahttes of cleanhness, thnft

NN

.' "Propreté économre débroulllardrse don génér

- du.foyer, mais qui releve’ déja de T'esprit et du coeur. Nof,
~_pensionnats se font yn devoir de les donnér 2 leurs éléves*» .
“pour le bonheur futur de ses jeunes filles - car la femme qui

o
. | :Tf“:

R — . les possedeadéja gagné la confiance et l'admuatlon de son S

| .ma'ri "

The grrls echoew thetr teachers understandmg of a womans

L }happmess as bemg drrectly related to the husbands approval of her

’ 3 SASV PC Brnder op cit., "Vorx ASV" mal 1957

:'.‘_* SASV PC "Annualre " .op c1t p13
g 5 lbrd



i 107..'.:‘ =
;;_:housekeepmg functlons In a short amcle m the school's newsletter-_i_.f.f"ﬁl. e
o Assumpta , grade nme student madvertently explamed the need for b
7. domestic educatlon 6. She declared that domesuc scrence, aclass penod o
FEE ‘..'-\,._:_fwhlch students learned to embrorder kmt prepare mterestmg mealstgand Tt
the general upkeep of a house was an appropnate subject for all young» o
grrls In a few years she added the husband of an ex-student nught;come'i_l,‘l"»"‘ e

o 5 »"l.‘-"_‘and thank the home economlcs teacher for the metlgulous attentron she.'f‘
S __';;__gave to "comment farre une tarte w The hnk between the acqulsmon of_"f‘""f‘ | ‘
I housekeepmg skrlls pleasmg the husband and a woman s happmess had:"’;.}
.rij.:_'*.-:been clearly understood . \,* R S RIS Ca
Néyertheless, 1t was st111 necessary to glonfy "les humbles besognes-‘ -
" imaténelles du foyer " to make these memal tasks attractwe to the gtrls 7 _' 3
S : TQ accomphsh thrs, the nuns mvoked unages from the past Durlng the
o '.""_'{weekly Avant-Garde meeungs, the students learned about the female'
"Aheroes of New France Although most of noteworthy women of the.' o :
- 4- penod were remembered for thetr puntyéz devotion to rehgtous hfe
L some, Irke Marle Ro]let, were sald to, have been excellent cooks o t
S ‘Followmg thetr presentatlon on the hfe of thls courageous ploneer, the.f'l
o students prepared dlshes that Mane Rollet herself mlght have c<6ked 8 e
L | By reproducmg the: work of thClI' foremothers, the glrls thus reassuredlv L
'-".j g 'themselves that therr housekeepmg dutles could have herorc dlmens' ns_ ' —

T The tradltlonal domestlc tools of the housew1fe were romanuctzed"' :
L ’to ﬁt thrs grandlose unage of housework A report of a demonstratton

5 SASV PC Bmder, op ert "Assumpta Pﬁques, 1948 |
J SASV PC "Annuarre, opctt p13

: ._ 8 SASV PC "Mmutes de l‘Avant-Garde),.f op clt 27#‘ avnl 1934




- o »;v‘-";i_%_-‘usmg an old 1ron heated on top of the stove desmbed tl"us apphance as "Ie

e 'v1eux fer, vrelllot et lourd passe comme ">e caresse sur le voﬂe des

commumantes 9 And m a song of the cen\rle Jeanne L'Archeveque- JE

| . ‘_Duguay ; \a fiterary club comprlsmg the oldest students of the school the
Py 'glrls expressed the desxre to become skﬂled u? the domestlc arts of therr

i -._.'ancestors Agam there was a romantlc attachment to housework and to R

the ancrent skllls of the housewrves of New France

-"Lamamaglle REEE, ST
» .. {Sachons conduire lemétler R A
'Etlerouetqurchanteetﬁle B
- ok lamééplem p,mrerl0
R T .@,

o - Inthls /son; prayer dedrca,ted to Mary, Mother of God the
+ - students "lal-s"

_plo»Ld her to he‘lp them carry out thelr domestrc Bhrdens

-

wrthasmlle-‘: ( o o —
LT :.»La tiche obscure 3a ge' G U S
IR -DevrentfacrleaUprésdetm LT ey

.‘ v \ L Sachons souru‘e o
~~X 0 Auplus mode tesdestravaux

" Tenons-gaiement la-poéle frie i R

’Balaxs plumeaux crochets aseaux'll e J |
As the verses mdrcate there was a reCOgmtron of the modest nature of
housework and of the often unsung or 1gnored conmbutro‘ns of the

- ‘. housewrfe But acceptance of therr dutles and ﬁdehty to the pa“t the song

Ibld 27 mars 1936

e -"." 10 SASV PC,”"Minutes. du cercl¢ Jeanne L'Archechue-Duglray," o
L _op.cit., "Chant du cercle,'.'»_ 1949 e e
Ib1d L



T e e 109 . f}_:
contmued would confer glory upon women and brmg honer to the

Pour notre. gloue, T e e s

" Et pour Thonneur decepays T S
...+ -Suivons I'éxemple méritoire .-+ . L0 T
ol Des samtes méres dejadls R e

'-“.',,'G1rls who later chose to marry could best fulflll thelr,__'::f;... L

| respohsrbrhtles to thelr church and natron and demonstrate therr"_' i

) allegrance to the past through motherhood The students were presented: g
-»-'w1th the 1deal of the large farmly.13 ;Fhere was no happrer destmy for
_ : "":"i"women than to have a house full of chlldren‘; "1a marson embelhe par de?' ,; _
e ‘"'Joyeux essanns denfants "4 The call for a. hlgh brrth rat@ reﬂected the?zl.;-
: -Catholrc church s doctrrne on the sanctrty of the famrly and its’ o

condemnatlon of any fOrm of brrth control There was, however, anff s

; funquestronably natlonahst element to the msrstence on large famrhes of S

B the Franco-Albertan commumty Several artrcles m _L' Survi

'.expressed the v1ews of the ehte One author deplored "le surcrde d'lme7 e

. race" as a reslllt of drvorce and the use of brrth-control methods 15

B .'vAnother prarsed large famlhes and rejected the contentton that gemuses,"

| ;__'.'. "'samts and by the same token leaders were more hkely to 1ssue from.'m'fv.vj-""‘_ .{:‘

E smaller farmhes that could provrde better condmons for the growth and'_ o :»'7':‘
i .f»fdevelopment of chlldren The author afﬁnned that the quahtres of a hero L

o '!13 SASV PC Brnder op crﬂ, "Vorx AS Vf',' Jum 1954

W e T

L 14 SA S V PC "Mmutes du cercle L'Archevéque-Duguay, o
OP Clt 1949 'Essarm is translated as swarm | ORI

i 7 fév 1945 and 23 avnl 1947




R jsupportlve role played by women

B \, K ST ' 1 10

b could not develop in an envrronment suffused by. the selﬁshness that drove L

L : légorsme un géme mtellectuel ou une volonte capable d'hér01sme "15

e ':'parents to limit famrly s1ze "Peut -on. afﬁrmer qu 11 sorte du frurt de S

ThlS statement reﬂected the preoccupatltm of clenco—nat1ona11sts_-’~ SR

'.'and of the French-speakmg collectrvrty for the creatlon of des chefs an | e T
o ellte that would m moments of cnsrs save the natlon and allow 1t to reach e @ o
) -full cultural greatness and unmor&hty 17 Women could not become desa N

5 3 therr dlfferent nature /de;med them leadershlp roles In an artlcle'

»‘

f,wntten to commemdrate the penszonnat 's twenty-ﬁfth anntversary, the' .

g .:nuns quoted Thomas Aqumas to explam why women S nature prescnbed‘ E

- »»for them a drfferent mlssron God he had said, d1d not create Eve from

. the head of Adam for the very reason that he d1d not want her to becor a o

T leader, il ne voulalt pas qu elle soit chef."18 Her role rather wasgo

: :‘helpmate to the husband and to the leaders of la pame

Th1s 1dea1 was embodied m the her01c women of New France ;"

They had been the strength the msplratton the dlscrete mﬂuence behmd__ o

- the valrant men who had founded and courageously defended tlus great'_ o

. nation. 19 A student recordmg a debate on the superlonty of French

.A-Canadlan women in htstory eloquently descrlbed the admlrable andf

z

o p—

__16 Ibid., 24 Jan 1940 : o S '
17 Groulx Lg Qa adlgg § Op cn p24 S -'d" u B
“18 SASV PC "Annualre, op@, p12 | n Lo

- 19 PAA SASV/SO/I 73. 80, box 13 Shannon flle letter from Sr

Saint- Casrmrr, Ntéolet to Sr Maxte du Cruclﬁx Edmonton 10 déc

Co 3 S e RS :
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S .Comblen de leSTl a-t-on pas dtt.:r.dans toute oeuvne de blen la SR A
I -;pnére et’le Sacnfice sont de premitre: necessité. Je Crois. ¢ oo
. fermemment que sans les pridres et les sacrifices de nos Jeanne. .~
- LeBer, de nos Catherine de Saint-Augustin, de nos Jeanne = =~
Lk '(.Mance, de- toutes nos rehgleuses, de toutes nos mamans, les AR

" “hauts: explolts de nos hommes ni'auraient été. qu'un feude ¢

- paille. On.noys répete souvent aussi sur.tous les tons - la part'i ’

- .la plus importante dans une ocuvre, c'est celle qui se joue
~.dans l'ombre, dans les coulisses - 'oeuvre cachée donc! ...
" Vraiment qui a-soutenu le courage ‘de nos colons, de- nos»

.. explorateurs, nos militaires si ce n'est nos femmes avec leurs. :

e roles The students understood the dxstmctl n .'

.. delicates - attentlons leurs bons mots leurs subhmes
l-if.-consells'ZO L g S e e S

Ihe strength of women lay 1n thelr greater rehglous fervour in thCll‘"’i" .'
ablhty to pray for others, to care for them and to counsel them Thelr ﬁ_v : ,-'. |
foremothers were not rernembered for thexr accomphshments but for the.vf“;.' |
unheralded SUpport they freely granted others In turn the glonﬁcatwn - _}
of women S supportlve hlstoncal role encouraged yowng glrls to IR

subordmate thexr taIents to sustam the achlevement of others, to support e

.,:

m Parthular. male endeavours i,

| Strength and W‘lllfllthSS were male chara,__ ,fstrcs and thef”:-.
necessa;y attnbutes of a leader Love and COmpas ! n,,” 'the qualltles of:;;.i‘,

the heart on the otheriland enabled women t'

supplymg the natlon wrth "des ho

coeur "21 In an 1ssue of the school‘ &

. £ SASV PC Bmder opait., "Le Jaseuf‘"% ”ﬁ‘l“"s 1946

.

SASV ‘!PC "Annualre, op.cn., p 13 The passage readS' "Au .
travers de'toute cette- atmosphére anghcxsante, il fau@rendre nos

 jeunes filles fieres de’leur origine et dé ‘leur caractére national, les "j’if E
~Tepdre aptes A. garder. 2 notre .peuple’ I'héroisme qui- leur fut légué s

- les “saines ‘et ‘saintes; traditions: du - terroir,_ prptes 3 lui: donner des
hommes de caractére, des femmes de coeut M :'::;_1 :

'111 thelr supportlve Gt
\"cu spec1al mlssxon of S
o ractere des femmes def“’

_ r, a grade eleven studentf’




R exhorted her co{leagues to accept the1r responsrbthttes as women and to e
o p,-epare themselves for future actton : "Savoxr que nous sommes fortes ne':‘-'f. L
sufﬁt pas Il faut agm Refuserons-nous a notre pays des hommes desf."

o cttoyens forts courageux, chrétlens" L'avemr dépend de nous, Jeunes SRS

- ﬁlles Nous sommes les gardlennes de l'ame du Canada'"22

It is not posmble wrthm the scope of t1ns study to determme how f S

_-many of them mamed? Dld they bear chlldren at an earher age than
L - other women" Dld they produce large farmhes’7 General statlstlcs on the': : -

A ethmc mmonty groups of the Prame provmces prov1de partlal answers to_. i

1 1 2:_'

L well these partlcular students actually fulﬁlled thelr obhganons How', o

o Some of these quenes A populatlon study taken from the 1961 Census." S

E ».'_ : ,-‘ women Based on a 20% populatton sample the table charts the number:»:_*:'-x | %
B of chlldren bom perthousand marned women by age and ethruc group 23 =

| Accordmg to the data Freneh Canadtan women had more chrldren than
. ;women of elther Enghsh or Insh ethmc extractlon For example at the .

o tlme éf the census, French-speakmg women m the 20 24 year age group,‘-g/“v~ 5

o '_ reveals mterestmg data on the fertxl;ty of westem French Canadlan‘_-f: S

cnl the contemporartes of the last grrls to graduate from the penszonnat for R

- the penod of concem in thls study, had 1. 588 chrldren pcr 1000 women as! o

'ﬁ"’pronounced as the age of the women surveyed mcreases French'"

oo :_-compared to the 1354 children of the Enghsh and the 1,444 children of L
. 'f:f"‘_.'the women of Insh ethme extractlon The dlfference m fertlhty is. more'!-» L

- canadran women m the 35 to 39 year age group, the cohort Qf the ;f_‘_;_";:
graduaties of 1941 to 1946 had 3 962 chlldren compared to 2 904 chlldren';f

[22 SAsv"“";c Binder, op crt "V01x de ASV"'Paques 1950

RIS M 1961, Vol IV, PartI Populatlon Sample, A,
. v_'.Ineome, Mrgratron and Femhty F R T



TR ;_»for the Enghsh and 3 067 for the Insh Canadlan womenf Women inthe

. N L B sl
. LT

oldest age group,-the 50 to 54:year—olds and the contemporanes of the » a
{_’-’_first graduates of the. penswnnat had 4 657 chlldren as compared to

L 'A : background For every age group, dlfferences are m &p

"'"'"2 600 for women of Bntrsh extracnon and 2 646 for the women of Insh

& _ronounced m B

' rurai areas than m urban centres The datanot only mdlcate that the

'.French Canadlan women of the Prames had more chﬂdrerrthan westem | v'
: :Enghsh-speakmg women but that they alSO had more offsprmg fhan
. another predommanuy‘ﬁamohc group, the Trish. Can the differences be >~ -
":f:_f',partlally accounted for - by the natlonahst 1deology that unbued the”_‘;_,;':_,

o “?:female functlon, constltuted but one facet of a woman s rmssron Once ai_' ey Ry
[ ‘mother, she Jaad the respons1b111ty to educate her chlldren and educanon v
“liKe n matemlty, was held to be wrthln the natural scope of a woman sf:”f f

o '."actlvmes A student repeated the words of Albert Tessrer to express gus T

o : 2 la femme, cest la dtffusron de la lurmere' L'Educutron ap arart commg,;_ 3

B de clarté et de persuasron24 ‘And the tralmng glven Didls, the

. .._'9

_- ‘trammg and the | yche of French Canadlan won‘rem o
Chlld-be ng, thlle certamly the most natural and unportant.v- L

‘.notlon of womens 1ntmt1ve skllls wrth chlldnen. 3 "Une excellence propre

s son domame naturel e]le s 'y meut a l'alse et trouvf. d'inss

ak:

Sl asSerte'd;fWould' s;harpen;thgsa '_ﬁnatur_al 3p;_r'e_'dispositi0ﬁ'.“;f’_; he ferhini

Lo 24 Ib1d Jum 1955 Albert Tessier was 2 Qronnnent Quebec
,lclenco-natlonahst "He founded and’ ‘directed “the domestlc
' education schools, .lés Instituts Familiaux-which he

SR 'euphe ristically called Ecales du’ Bonhaur ;. 866" Sherene

e -;-Brookwell "The Insntnts Farmhaux of Quebec", op cit p.75

v T e Ny

o educatlon appropnate for the mother‘ and educator thatfl stressed‘?
o _’-'_'_comprehendlng the essence of people and thmgs rather than a detalled‘-'f__‘“




.,'.c

L understandmg of the subject matter, beﬁtted—all women 25 It mattered";:-f :' 1'

httle what vocatlon a woman chose, for in fact, all women had to becmne

des femmes de coeur

“y 14 i

The nuns prOposed: to cultlvate these V1rtues of the heart by gt

teachmé the gtrls the value of affecnon, tendemess, the abthty to console"'i . S

and to. understand the patlence to =hsten and to wart and the courage to__'_ _

endure hardshlps Young glrls they contmued must be glven?

respOnsrbllrtles that requlred devotlon, self‘ acnﬁce and demanded an.'_-_

herolc self-abnegatron 2. They assuréd the glrls that they would flnd_',

happmess only by consecratmg theu' hves tor the welfare of others "

: "VIVCZ en vous dépensant pour 1e prochaln, cest a ce pnx que vousv . B

IR SR,

récolterez le bonheur " 27 LN

To help them hve up to thlS ;deal th&gtﬂs were pgsemed Wlth3 .

another model to emulate that of the Vlrgm Mary The p

I/',-r

ionnat - had: e

been dedlcat}ed to la Vzerge de l'Assomptton and the school celebrated an,.v"ﬂ, o =

the rellglous feast days assocrated with Mary 28 Thes,::‘

25 SASV,rPC "Annumre op c1t., P. 13 | "Ce qu elle a besom de

" savoir pour 'sa ‘mission: de ‘mere. et d'éducatrice " . c'est moms le

/détarl des choses que 1a moelle des chosesf " "?

'

Ibrd The passage reads "Dans sa formatron 11 faudra surtout

5;'-j-cuh1ver les vertus du. coeur, . cest a dire, 'l'affectron et 1a

" tendresse, le don: de comsoler’ et de " deviner, 13~ ‘patience. d'écouter

‘" la charité de supporter et le courage d'attendre 1 faudra surtout
-7 lui cenfier des responsabilites ou. S'exercera: le dévouement poussé >
]usqu au renoncement hérorque et conjtant Pl

L 21 SASV PC Bmder op crt newspape cllppmg from L_a o
S_ummge, 1954 _ R .o}. _-f.

- .~'.'.'“28 SASV PC Bmder 1b1d "Vorx de AS V.", ‘Jum 1954 ”

, iyjtie_s were

el :

oy numerous, In September a typlcal month the rehglous fetes mcluded la*» L



Ve '_"_i;j Natmte de Marze Notfe-Dame des Sept-DouIeurs'.* J

R ,."celebratlons were punctuated W1th semames martales le Mazs de Marze-j

g b otre—Dame de la:
'f"’f-l:?:Salette and Notre-Dame de Ia Mercz 29 Throilghout the year, these S

T and even partlcular years such as 1957 were consecrated to Maryt30_'"-

T ‘I‘hrough vanou} actlvrtres sueh as. the preparatlon of albums, R’sters, -

j’j‘.songs, the decoratmn of statues of Mary, Processwns prayers and'l'f;.

o medltatron the grrls professed then‘ dedlcatlon to the,Vlrgm Mother

e : '{.’Sunllar in structure and Purpose 0. other womens Manan som t1es thaf*- "
- had been born as a result of the Quebec devotlonal revolutron of the mld-."_: :

.Begmmng m 1926 all glrls at the penstonnat were OfflCIally'_'_;‘j”i.-'
| : consecrated as. members of les Enfants de Ma\he 31 Thls oroan _' : tlon wgs TS R

:., .f"v,:mneteenth century 32 R’catalyst of thls revolutlon had been the
B ‘;Promulgatlon in 1854 of the dogma of the Immaeuiate ConceIDtmn Th@

- ",-proclamatron of the mrracle of the vngm conceptton strengthened the
0 faitht of Cathohcs in rmracles and m the power of devotlonal exerolses, 50.

= "v-v'"..'};:ﬂlat the resolutlon of personal and soc1a1 problems was frequently

o : attnbtued to samtly mtercessron as a rpsult of prayers or devotrons to holy'_ih,

L ob;ects The devotlonal revoluuon was subsequently mvxgorated wrth the ER

L 'arnval of the Oblate order from ance Part 6fthe fathers mandate had

- LI EE
- been to extend and mtens1fy the devotlon to Mary and they proceeded to\

',f_'z9 Ibld,Noel 1950 o -

e 30 Ibrd "Afmée Manale au Pensronnat mal 1957’. :

SASV PC "Annualre 0p ‘cit. ’ "Mlettes d‘Hrstorre p26 27 The Ll

L records show that the shcrety was stlll extant in. 1954 ‘._.. Aty ER

e For a dlscussron of the devouonal revolunon and the

o ‘..?,,-A{ﬁf'j"the Vell " pcrt P53 to. 64

".'s18n1ﬁcance of the. Marian socrettes see. Marta Danylewycz, "'Takmg




.":.

do thrs by foundmg Manan socretres A number of afﬁhated ngllps, Ies o

Enfants de Marze soon made thelr appearance m convent schools The Sl
Chlldren of Mary were urged to scorn modem forms of entertarnment"’

such as. dancmg and the 'French theatre were encouraged to read only- ,'

What was the J,mage'of women represented by the doct:nne of theg

| rehglous Srders provrdes a de_scnptton of this 1deal 34 She clauns that by".‘_ :
- the middle of the last century, in‘an effort to re—estabhsh the mﬂuence of S

f

g attnbuted to her were 1gnored and 1nstead the clergy focussed on her:'} |

| the tmage of Mary represented supported and fortlfled mneteenth- |

' century 1deas on women The dogma of the Immaoulate Conceptlon she

_.ex‘rstmg»-socral lelSlOIlS Furthermore, 1t elevated the role of socral ’

~ .33 Ibid., p.65.

contrnued 'cast women in the role of. helpmate and sought to protect"'

- k socrety(ffrom 1deolog1cal currents and pohttcal movements challengmg |

s Ibid, pol-64 0

Mo

o K approved ’lrterature and we_re expected to be pure, humble, serrous and'- '
. M -vhard-workmg In summary, they\were to' pattem then‘lw after therr'; -
3 ymodel Mary the Immacula Conceptlon 3. S

) ,Immaculate Conaeptlon? Marta Danylewycz 1n her study on Quebec o
- - the church over a modemtst(c’ secular world the C'athol‘%uerarchy was L
. .r'mchned to dlscount the fullness of Mary s humamty The force strength

love, warmth and compass10n characterrsttcs that in the past had been SRR

. absence of sm, her passrv1ty and her obedlence Danylewycz a d ded that' -



T :guardlans and punﬁers to unprecedented hetghts whlle denymg womenﬁv'_». -

. ‘,v the nght to self-autonomy and equahty "35 Lolsane

At a specral mass, les Enfants de. Marte of the penszonnat" o

o :consecrated thelr servrces to Mary, the1r patron For the ceremony, they .

i '_"’.f_i w_ore whrte as a srgn of thetr punty Once members they had to observe- o

e - the manal code that requtred them to declare theu' farth in the dogmas of

B _'the Immaculate Conceptlon the Dlvme Maternlty and the Glortous;‘” o

‘i ,‘__;_Assumptlon 36 Thetr membershlp also requtred them to fulfrll certam Y

| ‘other obhgatlons such as recmng specml prayers and wearmg a;f'.""

o mlraculous medal of the Holy Mother and a scapular 37 Durlng the week g '

PR dedlcated to Mary, the rellglous actrvrtles Were multlphed and it was not S

R uncommon for them to spend evemngs in- prayer and to rec1te 'ave

. 'nombreux en montant aux salles de classes "38

The glrls were to pattem their hves on the v1rtues attnbuted 10

R “."Mary A student recordtng her thoughts followyng a consecranon.:

F ceremony expressed the desrre to attaln the perfectron of the woman ok
_ .

o 1ncamate que nos v1es sorent marquées de lefflgle d'une pureté

88 bed p64 "
Mai artlcle dated Saturday June 27 1987

~-"Theolog1an lose's hcence to teach " tells of the revoking of the
,".;teachmg license -of the first woman'’ “Catholic theology professor for -
o f'confestmg the virgin birth of Jesus Chnst The Roman: Catholic ~ .
-~ .church. w1thdrew the licence of the West German’ professor for.
. stating that’ ‘the. dogma of - the Immaculate Conception was "an

) ;offence to all’ normal mothers". and an example of: the clergy 5.
_ ann sexual and neurotlc tralts R : ~

36 SASV PC "Annualre op c1t ' "Enfants de Mane p 19 "
. SASV PC Bmder op c1t "V01x A s v " sept -déc 1954 |
3,38 Ibld Bmder "Echos" 8 mars, 1950 R |

S



0

s '-'.‘:,angehque d'une humlhté profonde et d'une chante mcomparable 39 On

several occasxons, v1smng clergyremmded the glrls of the unportance Of_; . o

the cult of Mary and of women s role In La Voz.x de l'A S. V a student =

| wrote of how the chaplam of thé school, an Oblate pnest stressed the - -
R

- 1mportance of the devotlon to Mary and encouraged the glrls to copy he'r o

Lo ,vm‘ues espec1a11y.her punty 40 Another Oblate at a graduatmg

erem y spo 9

| "Flmssantes

: genoux..ﬁ.";‘f, was msmuatmg that the natural posture of/@'nen was

‘of. the greatest contnbutlon Ofwwomen, prayer*'- z

' esard "rappelez-vous que la femme nest grande qua L

. . one of subm1ss1on as well as one of adorattpn A student umntentmnally W

- | ‘made the connectron when descrlbmg the scene she unaglned took place -

* when the angel from heaven came to announce to Mary her dlvme m1ss1on'

. ’as Mother of God ' ..C'est a genoux qu elle recut l'appel de sa subhme 3_'- .

" vocatlon attltude de soumrssron adorante mals cest debout qu elie en"
H‘Zaccompllt la grande 1mmolat10n attrtude de vaillance, d'mdlclble
"'courage Juscgu au bout"""2 There rested the ideal woman ‘She was one.“""‘ |
) ‘who dutlfully accepted her fate and yet had the strength to sacnflce =
'vherself in the name of her mission. L SR
. By teachmg the glrls to deny themselves for the good of others,ﬁ |

' self-sacnﬁce bemg the fundamental v1rtue upon Wthh a WOman S mlssronf -

SR vdepended the nuns remforced the tradmonal secondary and supportlvef

“ role of women. They effectxvely were assurmg that in splte of thelr sohd_ -

% Ibid,, Binder, "Voix ASV" ‘mai 1956.
;‘{O Ibld sept déc 1955._, o

41 Ibid,, mai 1956 B

42 SASV PC "Annualre op cit., p5

—



‘leducanon the glrls nevér lost thelr 'femuuty A womans place was

o '-._'_deﬁmtely in the home and the nuns constantly reafﬂrmed the pnmacy of s

f -"the fanuly in the lJ,ves of therr students To press upon them thetr futureff

'-':respons1b111t1es as ‘not only "la gardxenne du- foyer," but of 1ts heart and _‘I :'f
o soul they exposed thelr students to conferences and lectures on the-v.":
o Apsychology of Qomen and chlld' _.n and on, chlld-rearmg practlces a3 In "

addmon, the nuns felt lt necessary to permeate the penmonnat wrth a
famlhal atmosphere They referred to the complement of student and :

, staff as une famtlle etudtante 44 Slmrlarly, the penodlc evemnqgs of‘i",'.hff. |

¢

| 'entertalnment at, the school cons1st1ng of skits, songs and games, were_.‘v.-_ '_
lnownas soirdes famililes £ - i
| In fact very httle of tl'é mstrucnon a g1r1 recelved was mtended
- ._for her own Spemﬁc ends Even her physrcal and mtellectual tralnmg Was o ._
 geared to mould Her to fulfil the needs of husband, children, nation and
\ church A well-educated woman, the nuns asserted would be a bettcr..;:

spouse ¢ and mother By bemg able to follow "the mtellectual pathways of _-

her husband's mmd a W1fe became a more mterestmg and attractwe 3

: f compamon 46 Her mtelhgence and knowledge she used to help drrect her .

}hlldfeﬁ s Stlldles, to create a soothmg envrronment and a comfortable
home for the famrly She hp“l% kin her hands the emotlonal and physwal o

| e well-bemg of husbﬁnd and chddren $0 that she herself had to be.in perfect o |
= _ health to look after therr needs To keep a healthy mmd in a healthy body, 1 o

43 Ibld p14

o '44 SASV PC Bmder op c1t 1«5 Jum, 1949

>II L. .:‘:~ ’\"V:-‘ . \ ..‘ -. N ‘. -‘ i.v; :
4’5 Ibld ,t"Assumpta" Noel 1945 @ Sg S
b SRS S S



120;.:’_'?.'

these exercrses taught a young woman good posture and gave her anf-"_‘?_-.__'

= " ) effortless grace that along wrth modesty enchanted those dear to her And'v' :' L
L through therr happmess she would ﬁnd her own Joy and sansfactton 47 | | | ; ‘
G Even smgmg, an acnvrty the grrls mrght have partrcrpated m for the‘, L

0 Smgmg, they sald was to\ﬁrm-up the mouth unprove pronuncratron and.', s

. sharpen apprecratton for the beautrful and the reﬁned Songs also enobled“ "

' have a clear conscrence a good head and a generous heart" In turn

&L(‘FD _.

%) the grrls were gtven physrcal educatton trammg Accordmg to the nuns S

e -jx‘-jsheer Joy of 1t was grven a somewhat utlhtanan purpose by the nuns S

o 1the soul and fostet'ed the development of a young and pure personahty,'- -

o for after all they reasoned to smg well, was it not necessary to be pure to

. srngmg enhvened one 's labour, granted steadfastness and courage m th e .

face of dtffrculttes gave farth 1n the future and strengthened one sj_

T patrtotrsm 48

It is evrdent that the convent grrls were not betng prepared-.

.T ;pnmartly to enter the profess1ons, nor to find a place 1n the Iabour force s

. Actually, few career opportumtles were: avarlable to the students upon‘“' '1 o

‘ graduatron desplte the nuns frequent assertton that the bthngual and' S

L 'doubly-accredrted program of studles would open doors closed to theit -

‘Enghsh counterparts There is 'nd evtdence to 1nd1cate that a substantlal}..', v. B

»number of students later attended the unrversrty On the contrary, few ) _,-t B
fseemed to have enrolled In 1950 a student from Laval Umversrty and an e

na of the penszonnat vrsrted her alma mater and urged the glrls to

regrster at the Umversrty in greater numbers At the trme, she clauned t'o o

| " 47 Ibid.

s SASV PC "Annuarre " opcrt p25

 ~~
S



B ;U@ngersﬂy Of Alberta yet even there few would have attended sincea
- 'umversny tram1

s young 'women' teac
o L }uiﬂ’

s educanon These mcluded a teacher, a nurse, a lab-techmctan a hbranan e

... a secretary, a housewrfe anda woman who was to speak about a career mi

P e ;
e i R

have been mt only French-speakmg, female student from the We‘St .
t attendn% 49 Smce the program of the penszonnat was affillate d o Lav ﬂ
: - ,Umversrty 1t 1s poss1b1e but not probable that gu‘ls wguld have chosen to
: {:, attend other Quebee mstltutlons S0 More would havé enrolled at the:'

nursmg, takmg the verl and secretanal work 51 |
The restncted ch 'ce was sadly even if amusmgly 1llustrated by the' o

s followmg anecdote repo 1t d m an art:the that appeared m Q_Sgrv_n_/_@ge

Severa:l guests were invited to the school to speak ata forum on career e

U | :psychratry The fmal comment of thts woman representmg her husband' e

S ,professron, the recorder noted as "Mals si vous voulez une vié remphe‘.ff

“f’

Sty

R 49 Ibld Blnder "V01x de A S v.," 20 sept 1950

& 50 Further ev1dence to support this contentlon 1s the fact that e
. according to Antonine Gagnon, no -student from ‘Alberta enrolled in 7

- the-¢classical education program’ provrded by les Soeurs de”

e “Alberta. - Antonine. Gagnon, op cit., . P 97

| l'Assomptton _at their- college Notre-Dame de. I'Assompuon ,ji‘n'- g;_ _;""}_‘
* Nicolet. - Of the 325 students.-who. attended : between_‘the years’ L

1937- 1968 “only -eight camet from’ outside” Quebec none were from

Lol

Ibtd., "Echos,": 1950-51 m ; ;‘._;, \ L

Qanasta (Ottawa Informatton Canada 1970) pS9 fOi‘ ")W“IWW“aI o
i segregation by sex. B

was not necessary for the vocanons that attracted"f_- '_f' N
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d'mtéret vous navez qu'a épouser un pSychran‘e"'52 As late as 1960 the .-'_ ;

- '- étrls were led to envrsage partrmpatmg dnly mdlrectly in that professron.

Theu' optlons were hrmted to work that m fact 0nly served to

v _extend the motherhood and educatlve«role to tthe communlty Even R

Ten who were not blologlcal mothers were expected to perform the .

B - roleof sprntual mothers of the commun;_rty Thrs especrally was requlred‘ L

of nuns and teachers »but was, nonetheless, part. of the m1ss10n of all

) 'f women The chorce of a career sunply. meant that women could devotel . -
L thelr hves to others through varlous causes Whlle the nurse prlmarr1y,'
. ,:'__‘looked after the physrcal needs of her patlents she %ould brlng them :

spmtual solace as well. And the. secretary could do her part by- settmg an’ ;

. example Her plety and the fanltless fulﬁllment of her nanonal dutles'v T

e __'ﬁiwould 1nsprre others to follow in her footsteps 33 That the career 1tself o

~ was not the vocatlon and devotron to others was, is 1llustrated by the

i “-"-:":.comment that celibacy was an adrmrable vocatlon of dedlcatlon /to socral - ‘
; "","work "Le célibat est une VOcatlon aux oeuvres soc1ales, et les v1e111es o
. f.ﬁlles sont dlgnes de notre admrratton ST | s
| _ All women were also expected to be comm1tted to the work of the. X :
| church whether as lay apostles or as membérs of rehgrous commumnes B

' The clergy frequently sent 1mpassroned pleas to the students to comply .

R "-_"_:vwrth the needs of the church Durmg a. 1951 vrsrt to the penszonnat

| ‘MacDonald Archbrshop of Edmonton warned students that therr dunes','- 3

w52 SASV PC folder tltled "Festrvals Musrque (résultats)

.'.-Programmes chants: et musique, 1960-65." - The year of the '

S :“_chppmg is 1dent1f1ed as. 1960 but the exact date is- ‘not spec1f1ed

53 SASV; PC Bmder op. cit, ’"Volx ASV " Juln 1954
: v'._‘v54 Ibld 'chhos " 24 nOV 1948 : e

.
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embraced studymg the most pressmg problems of the church one of

i - whlch he 1dentxfied as the need for rehgtous vocattons He Subsequently
appealed to them to contnbute to the solunons 55 And as the mother

e supenor explamed durmg an educattonal week devoted to rehgtous

S 8 .vocatlons answermg the call of the church also took care of the multltude ‘ _' '-2: :‘

E Of needy souls who rehed on the servrces of. the nun, "les malades, les y
_,.’v1e111ards et les orphelms, les pauvres, les enfants, tous désrrent le ;,,i‘_s'

L _dévouement de la rehgleuse "56 By thelr work espeelally w1th chrldren m

o - 5 the. schools nuns lay the foundauon of Chnstlan hfe in the home and

o - therefore over all soc1ety 57 They thus strengthened the t1es between
L : ’rehglonfind educatlon an&through therr other services made themselVes . j_'
- :. md1s‘pensab1e adjuncts of every farmly 58 B R L
B But whether ornot the young students chose topke the vell they
‘ '.had to be taught to hve thetr falth fervently For the church felt

. " _threatened by the seculanzatlon of the penod before, dunng and after |

World War II and msrsted on the need for a greater commxtment and
s :_;" parumpatlon by 1ts lgy members Thrs penod also saw the begmnmg of a
- l‘dramatlc decrease in the number of new rehglo%vocatlons in. Alberta 59

Ibld 11 avnl 1951

’_;'_",516’ Thid., 25 avril 1951

57 “SASV, PC Bmder "Echos "y op cit., 11 avnl 1951

| '59' P AA SASV/13 73 80 box ll ltem 3 "Matncule . ,Thrs record

. "book. contains' a hst of gtrls who entered the order's noviciate in
. Saint-Paul between 1955-1962.-Of-a total ‘of 40 novices, half .-
- " chose to'leave: and return to a. “secular life. The crisis. in rehglous S
,vocatrons peaked between 1960 and 1970 w:th a 95% decrease '




| f d mstrtutnces catholxques, surtgut dés mstagltnces E'
o la pressp cathohque d'apotres de nds* écoles catholfque*'

'.vlsacrements "60 e A
“In 1935 la Jeunesse e

‘ pensronnat to answenthe appeal for "des chrétlennes conv*aincues v1vant
' 1ntégralement leur cathohclsme 61 Thmugh vanous actlvmes the
. students were to assume thelr responsrbrhtres as Cathohc women and leam

| to participate flﬂly in the redemptlon of the world 62 The J E c., hke its

_parent I'Acnon Catholzque , ‘Was part of the churchs extensrve program e

‘of Cathohc actlon Wthh almed to defend the place of rehgion m a

-

modem, 1ndustr1al and secular world and offered rehgrous and moral
- vSOl-thlOIlS Qto resolve all socral problems As educated women, the glrls
.E would be expected to pamcrpate in benevolent rehglous organ1zat10ns and
act as 1ntermed1ar1es between their less’ educated counterparts and the
 clerical and secular ellte "L'on dlsnngue toujours dans nos parorsses, la

‘ '{_ufemme mstnnte c est celle qu1 est la plus mﬂuente on la veut presrdente
des assocratlons et des comités. Souvent aussr, elle d01t se. farre

-'l mterprete des autnes auprés des authontés rehgleuses et scolalres Elle

‘Micheline DAllalre Y.L_2.L.atll.‘i_tifL_Q_l:l.S.l’r_Qh_(’»_L,.!.tZS.j gieuses du
| Qu.é.bs_c__llﬁ(l_l.?.&ﬂ (Montréal ‘Editions Bergeron 1983) p5()9

'.60 SASV PC, "Annualre, OpClt p3 R
Thid,, p16 26-27. | B |

62 Ibld p16 . \ ‘ .,
ST N e e
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| ';_'women played a prvotal role 1n the commumty for not only drd they

-+ reduoe conflict by interceding on behalf of the less fortu

ate segments of

. socrety, they also acted as- the conscrence of the more powerful by

I -remmdmg them of thelr responsrbrlmes

: : | devrent amsr, en quelque sorte le ptvot de la socrété "63 Qs the g O-between R

.. i ".

In summary, the edncatron that the students recetved at the ‘: .’: ;

B to fit the desrgn of church and natron The educatton they were grven had

, lrttle to do w1th the1r own personal needs and plans They were tramed

S ﬁrst of all to become competent\housewtves, personable companlons to

‘ _"thetr husbands and educators of thelr chtldren Secondly, they were

o to the needs of others whrle at the. same trme learn to deny thetr own 'I'he

L ?gxrls therefore, were presented wrth the 1deal woman a woman who

6 SASV,PC, Binder, juin 1953,

R ¥
Lyl

= L i . A, ET R oA
» R TR e -‘.‘. . L :
- ’

7! ’4?.“?‘

,‘ -.essennally LVCd only tthllgh the accdmphshrnents the happmess, the Z* :
o \_a,hves of others. In tum, the validity of the ideal was supported by the -
tot tradttlonal role women had played in the h1story of French Canada and the . o

SRR supposed nature ofwomen R

e pensronnat was a carefully crafted mstrument that would mould the grrls L

: expected 10 foster the mterests of the church and s1multaneously, the ; 2
- mterests of the French-speakrng commumty "To ensure that women could

B ; "fulﬁll all of the demands placed upon them, they had to become sensrtlve
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- .'CONCLUSION e

N'” .

As this thesrs has demonstrated the French Canadran mrgratlon to '_J i

the westem prames at the tum of the Qntury was accompamed by, or in

- fact was often preceded and encouraged by the Cathollc clergy The

| - hnerarchy in the West offered French-speaklng Cathohc 1mrmgrants the

y ;chance to further the church's mISSIOI'l of evangehzatlon of the North e

| Amerrcan contrnent ay well as the possrblhty of returnmg t% what it

_:"_"clauned to be the natural occupatlon of French Canaulans t1-111ng the land |
. '_To the new land the descendants of the habztants brought w1th them the' 3

8 lnstrtutrons that had ma& Quebec a drstmct culture w1thrh North

v Amenca The orgamzatrons that supported and staengthened the church

 the cultural tradmons of Quebec and a system of educatlon patterned on

the Cathohc schoolmg of that provmce were transplanted 1n the new

‘ communltles s

The movement of French-speakmg people to the West correspo‘ndedi e

to the penod of the church's pre—emmence in Quebec The hlerarchy was ,‘ :

thus able to- send mrssronanes and rellglous personnel to the newly created‘;

) . 'panshes and schools of the Temtones and safeguarded for a number of |

. years, the language and rehglous nghts of the French Cathollc populatlon

iy Dunng the early part of this: century however the area also. recelved an |

mflux of i 1mm1grants, new settlers who, by becommg assnnllated m the



ey

1 27, Sh

.» S Anglo-Saxon culture as Engllsh naklonahsts hoped would ensure the
[ \-__'-.extensron of Enghsh Canada and of the Bntlsh Empue fo the prames By.,, '{:;
. 1905 the year Alberta was granted provmcral status, Franco Albertans ;

)
/' ;

-"had become a mmonty, French was no longer a language of the

‘_Leglslatrve Assembly nor a language of mstructron 1n the schools beyond

the ﬁrst two pnmary grades At the same tlme the State gamed mcreased

. control over Cathohc educatton as part of the gradual process of the
o secularrzatlon o‘f educatron Teacher certrﬁcatlon the standardtzatron of
' _- textbooks and student tquluatlon were regulated by the state The

&

nnposed umforrmty ‘was comdered to be by the French Catholrc larty

: -'. and clergy alxke equtvalent to the abrogatlon of thclr rehglous nghts

The restncttons and the lack of polmcal power to redress the

percelved mjusttces left French Cana?hans feelmg betrayed and under _T "

-. | attack In 1ts 1solatron the group turned\onto 1tself as'a protecnve

s measure agamst assnmlatlon At the commumty level orgamzatlons that

: .‘_f‘_remft)rced French Canadtan tradlttons and culture and furthered

._,,_sohdanty betw'ben mdtvrduals and grouPSgwere promoted ’l’he most

B tmportant institution for the survrval ofxthe hentage were schools At\t{ v |

= pnmary level the school acted as ﬁr extensron of the home by matntamrng

" the language, traditions and moral values first instilled by the parents.. At

- thesecondary and post-secondary level 'sc ools prepared the future el;te

_' _of the community The prevatlmg mﬂuen f of the church m commumty

. 'hfe and the predommance of the clergg and. nuns m educatronal

- mstltutlons po%trons the hlerarchy remforced by f' king

) 'language and culture to the preservatlon of the Catholtc farth rneant that -
B . 5;”__,"these schools had a dectdedly rehglous character Pattemed on the

- jclasslcal colleges of Quebec, two pnvate secondary schools _for youn.g f,." =

thé survrval of
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i ’_?-,rnen were founded 1n Edmonton m 1910 and 1913 For glrls the

. _: Penszonnat Assompnon opened its. doors in1926.

ere the classrcal colle'",_ :f Quebec the pensronnat offered a;'

5 'frrgorous academrc tralmng

"""'J‘,_Ogram of study armed to satlsfy the \'fj_v

o }cumculum requrrements set by the'Alberta Mmrster of Educanon as well R

(-

- 'as fu'lflll the exrgencres of, the classrcal courses dlrecte ]_by Laval &R

: ;'V-Umversrty A sohd acadennc trarnmg was requrred 101) 'able the

. graduates to. attend Alberta normal schools and to consequently answer SN

th\persrstent needs for brlmgual teachers of the Francophone |

ke .communmes across the provmce Parents clergy and cornmumty ahke

= :_' f.'however valued more than the 1ntellectua1 drscrplme and the dlplomas S

The school was an mvaluable tramlng ground that served to mculcate m "-lj'

: the grrls nanonal and rehglous values appropnate to the female sex

In many ways, la survzvance as deﬁned by clenco-nanonahsts, o

PR was onIy possrble as long as women mamtamed therr tradmonal place m‘ L

f;or rehglous nanonahsts rehed on the mﬂuence of Womh as -

,w1ves, moths and educators to unpress upon chrldren the nature and. o

o srgmﬁcance gf thelr future responsrbrhtles as French Canadlans and to " :.'

"rermnd men of thelr dunes to the church and natron The educatron of o

'Franco Albertan glrls at the Pensronnm Assomptzon confqr)med to the e

expectanons of the clenco-nat/ onahst ehte The classrcal educatron;_v_v

:‘program of study complemented by the actlvmes of natronalrst clubs

i ._allowed the students to lmprove their langilage skrlls and to develop‘ anv L

B ) apprecranon of French hrstory and hterature Furthermore, the study of T

 the nanonal hentage was meant to mstr]l pnde in the studen and 1ncrte- o

| .them to. a mmtancy that would ensure the transmrssron of chenshed' "

: ‘values to the generanon they would later nurture And the‘hlstory of the o



generatlon to geheratlon and the cult of the ancestors also defined the |
' -,,_' . ‘

i to the fact that French Canadlans had been mtensely rehglous people o

Lt means of la sw'vzvance ’,;,’ :_ :-f

Hrstoncal events and the hves of the ancestors pomted prrmanly

L .‘5*-;: Cathohc1sm 1t was belleved was a- dlstmgurshmg feature of thc race

Rehglon set them apart from other Canatilans and m large measure 1t

S was held to have béen responsrble for the survwal of the natlon If the

S Cathohc falth wéé allowed to dle é ~French language a.nd French

"r._f»_';therefore was to safeguard her own : _

: ."73;150 exhorted to preserve rehglous and moral values m the home In-'large :

g -

.'.Canadlan culture would suffer a srm'- I

As m the past

- ,'greatest con utlons of 1 women to thelr race. was therr abrllty, 'through

‘ .measure, thls was to be accomphshed by encouraglng the observach of

-’prlmanly relrglous cultural tradmons dunng vacatlog home and m

L

e v;'future years to transmlt these to thelr own chlldren o R
., ' The study of hlstory also gave credence to the herorc rep\oducuve
ﬁontnbuuons of wornen and lent support to thelr tradltronal role in the

ome.  The foremothers had unselflshly produced large famﬂxes and

. 4‘ guaranteed the physrcal contmuance ef the race. Havxng a large progeny

also mcreased the chances of producmg des chefs men whose leadershlp

SR quahtles gave” added v1tahty to the mce and ensured 1ts .survrval At the
o penszonnat the glrls were taught to appreclate the nanonal slgmficanee

- -r_".of women s reproductrve functlons as they were encouraged to accept the

fate A woman sirrst __duty,

. “prayer to- bnng dlvme 1ntercessron to. thelr fellow men “The glrls were | .

ST ‘*home'as a womans domam. Housekeepmg, the‘“care of chrldren and the e



| S -1'3_0:.- :

the natural and most rewardmg occupatlons for women Thelr work in

the publlc sphere as nurses teachers and phtlanthroplsts was sunply an',

extensron of the caretakmg role of the housewrfe and mother

- These fundamental dunes 1t was beheved should subsume all other' |

-

occupatlons ‘and mterests Correspondmgly, the glrls were taught to

: ISubordmate their own needs to the needs of others to further‘ the interests -

. of church and nanon They were therefore encouraged to develop the'f o |

o qualmes that ‘would enable them to give of themselves wﬂhngly

t:_Affectron tendemess empathy,_ patlence courage devotron; self—

-‘sacnﬁce and self-abnegatgon were presented as the ideals and offered as .'

the key to happmess By incul¢ ~‘atang these values m the glrls, the nuns, as -

_'the re,presentatlves of the church and O'f the French Canadlan commumty, :

© were. creating women ready to accept their supportlve roles in soclety '

B -The secular and clen,cal elite would- thus be guaranteed complrant women

o wrllmg to mamtam the mstrtuﬁ}m of thé’famﬂy, bear new generanons of

. French Cathohcs and transmr’t‘ the. church's teachmgs and the nattonal‘

, hentage to their descendants

It 1s possrble to understand and to empathlze w1th the need of the

G

Lo French speaklng commumty for the 1mplerrfentatlon of draconlan )

- measures to prevent assnmlatlon As stat?m the 1977 manlfesto of La
. ?h N o
'-Federatzon des F rancophones Hors Qu bec Les Herltlers de Lord

o Durhar_n_ many of the language and educatlonal pohcres of pr@vmmal |

govemments outs1de the provmce of. Quebec furthered the process of -

" _Y assrmllauon 1 And it must be added?,/

' ._ff,?purely French Canadtan ch'a'v([c gtlc In fact Engllsh Canadlan'

. ‘. es hors Québec es Hérltlers d
7, p 48 54. -

1

R

i at nattonahsm has never ‘been a



| o ',Anglo-assumlatxon would undoubtedly, have proceeded at a much faster:;_

S natlonallsm in 1ts most conserVatlve and parochlal version has shaped | R

S much of the hrstory of thls country 2 French Canadrans contmually had to -

o be wary not only of assrmrlatrve pohcres ’out of the’ dangers to ethmc o -

. survrval posed by urbamzatron and exogamy Accordmg to Les Héntler :

de. Lord Durham these factors among a multlphcny of others resulted in

) _f an’ assumlatlon rate in the provmee as hlgh as 51 2% in 197 13 It was,the |

: gprecanous status of Franco-Albertans as members of a mmonty within a

rmnonty wh1ch made them susceptlble to adopt measures that proposed to

" keepthedangersofassumlauonatbay e N ‘

The ev1dence gathered m thlS research mdlcates that the nuns were :

o qulte successful in mstllhng in’ thelr students the des1re to mamtam thexr_

s Erench Canadlan character Thelr contrlbutton to the preservatlon of o |

. ’language and culture must be acknowledged For wrthout Francophone- :
hools hke the Pensxonnat Assomptzon and the dedtcatlon of teachers |

5 such as les Soeurs de I’Assomptzon de la Samte‘ Vzerge the process of '4

pace “The extent of the students commrtment tola survzvance however e

o 1s d1fﬁcu1t to. assess by lookmg only at the ﬁndmgs of this thesrs Further o

research is requlred m the nature of a longltudmal study to evaluate the’ |

g 'students French language competence and the extent of French Canadlan' o

= __:culture in their adult years Such & study, Wthh was to have mcluded o

:3;2 Ahson Prentrce Ib_LSQhQQLELQmeLi (Toronto McClelland and

"',Stewart 1977) In her work Ptentlce documents the nanonalrst

B mfluence on the nse of the publlc school system in’ Ontano

3 Les Hé ;19_1_'5 op. c1t p27 Accordmg to- the report one French g

. Canadlan in- three marries a person “from “a: -different’ lmhgutstrc ,
- gtoup, .Of the exogamous - Alberta mamages, 96. 2% choose Enghsh
‘ )-as the language of/ commumcatlon in. the home BRRR '




e @ .mtemews wrth former students had ongmally been contemplated as part

\' of thls pro_lect but was considered tgo extensrve to accornpany thls mquxry -
‘of the cIenco-natlonahst ldeology P ' B 5 -
:A Intervrews W1th former Students would also prov1de valuablef

.-‘.,mformatlon on the effects of the 'ferrunme educatlon of glrls at the

' penszonnat A study of thlS nature could answer quesnons on the extent of
. the students acceptance of the xdeology presented to them and outlme the.

S consequences of these teachmgs on thelr later llves Were they more o
- hkely to reject. a career in favour of marnage and motherhood than glrls L
m -other French Cathohc mstltutlons across the provmce?.' W_as the g

1deology presented at the selectlve pnvate penszonnat Sir'nilar to the
- -Atdeology offered in other Francophone schools" Were the career "
expectatlons and aSpll‘atIOIlS of the students of the boardmg school"
different than those of - students in Enghsh—speakmg secular schools" e
e _' .vBefore the femlmst rnovements of the 1960's, the lrves of all Canadran 1

" women 1rrespect1ve of ethmc1ty, were c1rcumscr1bed by thelr roles as |
- -'bearers of chlldren and helpmates to fathers and husbands In nexther_f
Francophone nor AngIOphone schools were ‘girls encouraged to become""_

.vmtellectuals and profess;onals Thls theS1s does not address the” |
- snmrlanttes mherentmthe subs1d1ary role of : women _f» L e

- The study begs as ‘well, the questlon of the natune of the. relatlonshlp .
| between the reproductlon and the evolutton of 1deology and socral change CA

h Whlle on one hand the French Canadlan hlerarchy called foran academlc .

o preparanon for glrls sumlar to the educatlon avallable for boys, it lnS1sted o
o ;v.‘l':on restricting women to a separate sphere The mherent tension in the L
contradlctlons between 1deology and practtce was bound to affect“ .

o women s understandmg of thelr place m somety The1r academlc success 3

.



Y

. ) f' -;‘geventually unpelled some to dernand entrpnce to the professxonynd an" o
o :*""-‘ 1mpr0vement to the status of women ,Whlle it is’ cruclal to understand o
- ‘how and why bducatlonal 1nst1tut10ns have mamtamed women 's.
' ”_'f'."_'mequahty, it 1s as. 1mportant to analyze the patterns wlnch have, i only,';_ !
'unw1tt1ngly, allowed somé women to further thelr asplrattons. Foritis. :
= 'only by understandmg the mtncames of the educatlonal system by bemg{ |
{‘;__'aware of both ltS potentlal for womens equahty and 1ts oppresswe
~- llrmtatlons, can we hope to mﬂuence somal condltlons to create & better‘ o

Coworldforwomen. i

Tt "‘.‘ .

_f"»_feoupled w1th the growmg recogmtlon of the}r mequalxty of opportumtyﬁ
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