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U . - NBSTRACT

‘The ‘educational experiences of Chinese Canadians in

Alberta from 1885 - Yo 1947, a ;period of legisiated .
, : . & - . ‘ . ~. ot
discrimination for this_group, are examined in the sxudg.

Official restrictions through natlonal 1mmlgratlon pollcy,f;m
exacerbated a general negatlve attltude towards Canad1a§g of]gii

,r —

Chlnese descent, and encouraged dlscrlmlnatory prov1nc1al and{'f?

‘eduoational scene‘in‘the province‘,The the51s documents thﬁ

* | h“
local reaction to them. Such emotlons permea;ed 1nto ,the~

L A;'<-¢y'f-

educatlonal revelatlons through oral hlstory methodology

A

collaboration w1th convent1onal archival resources‘ f}égi;;”

The early Chinese immigrants to-Alberta. posseesed some
formal . rudlmentary schoollng from” the trad1tlonal
institutions of 1earn1ng in Chlna. They broughf w1th them B

hlgh' regard for*education wﬂ%ch prompted some to send thelr,r

" children to Chlna for schooling and others to establlsb

L4

| with developments in that country.

-

t—. N Q y{g\"“,.
Chinese language schools in Canada. The exper1ences of tbbbe .

who received an education in China’ are examined together
‘\

. . . . f‘;, : 'v\\, I
The Chinese language schools in Alberta durlng tﬁel\.'

period of study were largely aff111ated with rellg1ous or

s K

.

polltlcal groups but ‘they ult1mately served to mﬂ;ntaln the‘x -
Chingse culture and‘xlanguage Self esteem and a sense of

p’lde in their herltage were nour1shed through Chlneﬂ?

N = .
education, elements - the publlc schools of Alberta didA$

RY




foster. o . L ’

v
-

The klnds of experlences Chlnese Canadian students;'had

in the publi sthools are recreated in the the51s. Their: .
) » - . 1
1 ~ftreatmen‘c"and association with non-Chinese peers tended to

be affected'by'prevailing negative sdtial_attitudes towards

Chlnese"%§Canad1ans The experiences prompted . varied
1mpressaons and responses accordlng to 1nd1v1duals

Ty Ma]or ghstltutlons such as the school and church sought
; N g
to Canadlanlze new 1mmlgrants and espec1ally the chlldren of

r

the newcomers, buty@s¢an‘A1bertans were not the maln' focus.
A few Chinese benefited from ‘the “evening English as a Second
‘Language progrems established by public sc¢hool - boards for.

European immigraers.’ These classes and thoseJorgenized by

* missionary' Qroups fer purposés 'ef\ evangelizatienG are
S , , .

~ l examined. The léaucationel egperiences of Chinese Canadians

irt Algerta prio;.to 1947 :ere eontinuelly shaped by such

external forces.

vi
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©, In recent y;l;;jﬂa growing awareﬁgéf and appreciation

-

. | . N N - 5.
for our -multicultural society has seen a corresponding

increase in the.sc¢holarly and popular &riting of the.various

_ ethjic  groups 6f Canada, including ”Chihesg' Canadians.

]

' A
Several excellent studies have already been completed om the
general histcry of the Chinege in Canada.' Unfortunately the
g Lo » - .
interest in this '.group hagfinot carried over to historical

fucatiofl rasearch in Alberts. It is the afm of 'this

tthé€sis tb fj the void. R ' . -
o ' - N, ] : ]
- i K \\ ¢ V
Topic and Scope : \ : o
N The history of the fo:@;&‘ education of Chinese

Canadians is ’an aréf—_of research that ha

overlooked by g?ucatioﬁal historians in the p

‘.

Alberta library, shelves abound with educatibnal studies of

1 4

mény» of the province's other immigrént groups,, there are
none on the Chhgese. Sﬁudies of the educati alu experiences
of ' Oriqptal :communities in coastal centres. such as
Vanéouver, .Victoria, and San Francisco héye  £§25a1ed
“attempts to Eegreqaté th;gze children in schools and to

curtail equal educational opportunity. ~My interest t

0
___________________ -

-

' For examples, see Edgar Wickberg (ed.), From China to
Canada: A History of the Chinese.Communities in Canada,
Toronto, McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1982; Anthony’ Chan,
Gold Mountain, Vancouver, New Star Books, 1983; or James
Morton, In the Sea of Sterile Mountatns: The Chinese in
British Columbia, Vancpuver, J. J. Douglas Ltd., 1974. -

1 S Y

| R > (

>

been " *long
A2

vince. While

+

/



investigate the situation in Alberta arose from reading of

these incidents. A |statement made in one article claiming

that prior to fhe 1940s féw Chinese received an education in
Alberta furthér éﬁallenged me to initiate this‘study.z
The readings posed several guestions which are to be
addresééd: Were Chiqgée Canadian children in  Alberta
subjected to the same mistreatment as their neighbours in
.British Columbia? What weré fhe political, economic, and
social . forces that affected the Chinese experience? To what
extentA\were policies ' of integr;tibn and segregation
© practiced on Chinese students within the‘educational system?
whayl,educational provisions 'wégeu made for the Chingse
newcomers‘to édapt to a new language'ana culture? . . -
" The periodJQf legislativé ‘discrimination againsftwthe-
Chihese is the one with which this thesis is concerned. From
ﬂ885 until 1947, at which time the federal law excluding
-Ehihese' immigrants to Caﬁada was finally repealed, various
- Fggtrictions were imposed on this group. 1885 also marks the
fyear: %n which vthe Chinese made their first attempt at
'permanent residency in Alberta. Their -expepiehces in - both
the ‘private and public secﬁofs in tﬂé;ufban centres of
_:Edmdnton, Calgary, and Lethbridge will ‘be) explored. These
experience§ include tpose iﬁ the Chinese'language schools,
in the pubfic school systems, and in- Ehglish as a Second

Language classes.

2‘P‘aul Voisey, "Two Chinese Communities in Alberta: An
Historical Perspective" in Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol.. 2,
No. 2, °December 1970, p. 24. ‘ o
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‘Review of the Literature <
, The amount of literature available which specifically
concerns the education of'Chinese Canadians in Alberta is‘f

extremely limited. The available information deals primarily

Q- v
with the status in British Columbia.,Published works by Mary

Ashworth are perhaps the only materials that focus on the

public schooling of . Chinese. Canadlans in the country. One

major study can be found in a chapter of her book, The

Forces ‘Which Shaped Them: A History of the Education of. '

‘ Minonity GCOUp~Ch47dPen in British Columbia. This éecailed

‘and informative work on the Vancouver-Victoria situation and

!ger previous article, "The Segregat of Immigrant Children

in Bripish Columbia Schools" have bcen useful to this thesis .

for comparative purposes.
The only other comprehehsive attempt to record the
educatlonal experiences of Chlnese Canadians 1is Gordon. R.

Taylor s 1933 unpubllshed Master of Education the51s "An

Investlgatlon of Chlnese Schools in Canada". Taylor credits

these schools in the early twentieth century with maklng a

valuable social and cultural contribution t% \\\) Chinese

community. His study was- partlcularly useful in. prov1d1ng

<

_cross-references and collaboration for ‘the oral histories

conducted for the present study. .

Some other writings thet have been useful references on

. the development of Chinese schools in Canada are: "History

of the Overseas Chinese in (anada" by David T. H. Lee (Lee

Tung-hai), - A Survey on Chinese Education in the Rrairie



<

Region (W/th Reference-to Other Regions in Canada) conducted
by the Manitoba Ad Hoc{ Commlttee on' Chlnese Education
Studies in 1979, and é;gar Wickbe:g's "gpme Problems ih-
Chinese Ofganizét{onal :Developméﬂt' ;A Ca a 1923~193%".

‘Lee's - work was published in the Chine: len. ace but the

Secretary of State Translation Bureau has . ace available a

o

draft rﬁ.Engllsh The chapter Lee has wrltten on culture and
‘educatlon 1ncludes ‘a brief descrlptlon of the Chlnese school .
iﬁ Caléary. and accords the one in Edmontonran honourable'
mention. While information on the Alberta Chinese schools is
not extensive, | the. s£udyc reveals the. development of,
. schooling for Chinese Canadians.in genefal from the 'late
nineteenth century 5nward§. The Manitoba Ad Hoc Committee on
Chinese Education Studies survey deals primarily"with tg;
;contemporary situation.’ Wickberg's article has been
instructive concerning influential factors in the format:ion
of Chinese schools. | . .
What is largeiy available on the educatioh of Chiheseva
Q/Qapadians are bits and pieces of inférmation which tend to
berrepetitive and scattered throughout general works on the
'history‘ of . thé ‘Chnese iQ:Canaéa; An eXception to this ‘is
From China to Canada: A Histony of the Chi.cse ‘Communities
JIn ‘Canad; edited by Edgar Wickbefg'which includes a more
in-depth overview of the educational scene. For a; general
history,‘tbe type of informatidﬁ*{t contains”onieducation is
substantial and'$ignificant1but_if pertains primarily to the

Vancouver-Victoria area. It iis wrdtten in a scholarly manner



and“makes¢a\i§nscious'eﬁfort_at impartialipy. ‘ ‘~;

. Ban séng Hoe;s' Structural Changes of Two Chinese
‘Communities in AZbePta, a publiéation of tﬁe Canadian Centte.
for,FolkNCulture Studies, aiso provided general backgrépnd‘
ihfothation. It is perhaps the oi' pubiiShed monograph that

is specifically on the Alberta Chinese. In Hoe's examination
ST PR , o !

- of the various Chinese associations in tHe cities of Calgary

X

and Edmonton, he touches briefly on thé origins of the
‘Chinese Public School in Calgary and the Chinese United
Church School in Edmonton. |

have been helpful as background material as well,  Palmer's

studies on nativism and anti-Oriental sentiment in Pattgrns

A,OF Prejudice: A History of Nativism in Alberta and

y

!

"Anti—Orﬁental Sentiment 1in Albefta ,1880-1920" have been

l

valuable. The' article mentioned in t:the previous section

regardinq the educational attalnment of‘ChineseFCanaaians

o~

4

prior'to the 1940s is the one which Voisey wrote on the
Chinese communities of Calgary .and Vulcan, entitled . "Two
Chinesé Communities in Alberla; An‘Historical Perspective".
Among the general works avaf&able concerning Chinesé
Canadians in Alberta-are articles by Gunter A. Baureiss and
.J:’Béian“nayson. Baure?ss has written "The Chinese Ophmunity
in Calgary" énd Dawson .authored "The Chinese':Experience in
. \ . . . .
Frqntier . Calgary:  1885-1910". Their unpublished
dissertations also contain information - -Sh educational

matters. Baureiss' sociological study, "The City and

.
9



i . & : A . :
Sut-community: = The . ‘Chinese - of Calgary" includes a

descr1pt1oaqgf the Chinese Public School as 1t yas in the
19705 ‘In Dawson's urban communlty h1story, "Chinese Urban
- «~Communities in, Soutlern Alberta 1885 1925" the discussien .
—ot .educ§%10ﬂ is conf1ned to a limited everview of‘the
' Calgary Chinese Publie.School and the classes provided by

the local missiens. \‘Q

(=

—

The most comprehedaive study exclusively on the
education of a Chlnese community in Nortt America 1is Victor
Low's The Unimpness:%ie Race: A Centuﬁy of Educat fonal
Struggle _by the Chinese in ‘San Francisco. It‘ 1s
well-documented and well-researched, covering the education
of Chinese American yeuth and their subsequent efforts at
gaining entry into the educational profession in that «city.
Rarallel American studies such as this one ‘have been

"informative and valuable for comparison purposes. ~

Sources of Data
-

The findings of this study stem primarily from oral

histories 'of Chlnese ganadlans who resided in Alberta prior

“to 1947, and which were collected over the three summers of

12

1984, 1985, an 1966.° The coltéction includes both Chihese
Canadians who iﬁmic;ated from China and those who were born

here but khose forefathers were from China. The task of
D

collecting these oral ‘histories was initiated after an-

> See Appendix A for questions used in the oral history
interviews. The guestionnaire was also 'translated into
. Chinese. . '



investigation into the availability ant
sources relating'lto theigeduéation

s

citizens proved meagre. What+ hiftle information is available
~agencies, archival

i

. ‘. ‘ __“' . (A‘;,\. B - .
at the various librariés, media:

institutions, school  boards,  and Chinese  Canadian
2 organizations h&s, ™ however, provided sufficient

collaboration for the.oral histories. Having deduced that
. K A ' ’
the majority of the elders who were early immigrants would

be in their 70s, 80s, or older since no Cﬁineee immigration
was ellowed-in'Cahade after 19234, 1 feltri% was imperative
that the experiences and impressions of these early pioneers
be recorded, not gply for rcﬁe immediate study, but for

future generations. Although the oral histories were

collected in Edmonton, Calgary, and, Lethb;idge,' the three
5 .

-,

largest urban centres of Alberta, not all the interviewees

were native to those cities; some' had “been small town

residents.

Oral history can provide’fin-depth‘ aﬁd " revealing
information. upattainable elsewhere. The nature of this type
of.}esearch is, however, K very time consdmihg-—involQing
preliminary planning, meetinqep‘ the interview itself,

post-deliberation, and .follow-up meetings. Oral hisfory

3 +

collecting in the summer of 1984 prerd both productive‘and
rewarding but was overwhelming for one pefSon. The extent

[}
and success of "the oral history‘collecting would not have °

~

been possible if not for the support of thelChinese Canadian

-—— " ——— = ——— -

* See Chapter I for more details on the 1923 Chinese
» Exclusion Act. '



National  Council (Edmontpn‘i Chapter).‘ Through this

S 1, : L :
organlzatloﬁ, funding was granted 'by the federal Summer
‘ ) .« : T . ) J
. Employment Experience Development (SEED) program for ” the
: . ' . - ‘ ; S .
- employment of summer students to carry Oral History Project

I (1985) and Qrai History-ﬁroject_ll (1986)i°® Some funding
B Y ) .
was also received from ,the Summer Temporary .Employment

> Program (STEP) in 1986. :' : ' By

—— — -

e

- Oral History Methodology

-

Oral history -methodology involves the recording and

-

preservation of the knowledge and attitudes of the past as

: experienée@ and told by participants.® It i% a "historical

<

research technique that - relies on the memories of its
subjects.’  Oral .history can exjst in the realms oﬁ\soundﬁ

* Oral -History Project I11's official name for funding
.. purposes ,was "Hlstorlcal Tapes Collection, Project”.
N ¢ Oral history, ‘as we know it today began omly “within the
- past few decades. Broadcasters were the first to record
reminiscences of the "movers and shakers™-or "elite". For
-more information, see Neil V. Rosenberg (ed.), Folklore and
. Oral History, St. John' S, Newfoundland, Memcrial University,
Neéewfoundland, 1978, p. xiii. The first oral nis*ory project
. was one conducted in the 1920s in the Unitec States which
interviewed illiterate former slaves. For a thorough
* discussion of this project, see David Henige, Oral
Histor iography , London, Longman Group, lelted 1982, p.
116-1T17.
’ Jan Vansina, a well noted oral hlstorlan\p01nts out that
in societtes where oral rather than writtén communication is
‘the rule, oral traditions serve not only as artistic
expressions which transmit cultural valtes but also as
3carefully maintained carriers of specific historical data,
Quoted in Ibid., p. xv. Even today it is not uncommon for
legends, family history, and historical’ events to be passed
on from generation to generation by word of mouth.
-* When the tape recorder was made readily available to the
public in the 1940s, the idea of "oral history" crystalized.
The technological advance meant that the process of soynd
.recording was no longer difficult, costly, or restrlcted to
the broadcasting industry.

w
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and vision as wel . ac printed form. Most oral’h;st i es é@

. \ v

—tonducted on reel o: cassette tape “but  a /‘ﬁéYe :bu

recorded on video tape. The;oral histories conauc ed for

<

this research were captured on cassette tape. There follows

"(

a br1ef discussion of some of the methodologlcal advantages’

/«f‘

and pitfalls of this research ‘ter anique.
< .

Eghnic groups make excellent sources for orelihistOry
studies. bec ause of the drastlc changes and adjustments they
often 'have to make _in - accommodating themselves to North
American society.’ Their history in Canada has too often
been neglected and inaéequately documented} thus: there is a
lack of eonventiona} sources ., and official Xrecerds.
Immigrants yere excluded‘>from the record because they did
not have the leisure time tc memorialiée tbéhselzes.‘“ Not
onlx was fhe ethnie experience not»recorded, the eﬁperience
of ethnicity ;s‘nOt eastb:pocumented th;;hgﬁ tiwe regular

. sources.'' Oral history is able to reveal emotions that are
not readily found 1in official records. It is the most

effective vehicle for collecting opinions, attitudes, and

impres%ions; Our understanding of a people can be greatly
A o

enhanced by oral history.

The case of the Chinese Canadians is a good example of

a gyoup whose contribution to Canadlan society is not often

> James Hoopes, Oral Hlstony An Introduction for Students,
Chapel Hill, The Unlverskty of North Carolina Press, 1979,
p. 48.

'* Robert F. Harney, Oral Testimony and Ethn/c Studies, The
Multicultural History Society of Ontario, n.d., p. 2.

"' Derek Reimer (ed.), Voices: A Guide to Oral History,
Victoria, B.C., Provincial 2rchives of British Columbia,
1984, p. 56. '

le
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recognized in history bocks and ‘texts. In th?j past the

Chinese community has not had the resources to record their
4 - )

experiences in Canada, ard consequeptly, as it often “Happens:

-~

with reference books, the newcomer is seen through the eyes
~of the assimilators, controllers,  and explditers. and- is
regarded as a dangerous and unreliable mute.'? Coverage of
the circumstances of Chinese Canadians was simply “not a

k‘ QY . ' ; . .
concern of Caé&ﬁlans in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.'® Since there are relatively few

. \ -
written records on the Chinese Canadians, it makes the task
. - . . \,. 3
of recordinc the oral histories of the survivors.of the

early period all that more urgent amd” essential, %ﬁeir.

memories are the only remaining source for first hand
oL . s
3 :

‘ihformation on. their experiences and those aof others fhat
they knew. br..J. Widdowson,'in describing the value of oral
histories to’Newfounaland history, states it ﬁé poSsible to
reach back a Span of 120 years if g person who is in his/her
80s can reéall hat a grgq@péfent told him/her about the

: 4 . S
same grandparent's youth.'* Ideally this implies that we
- ’ ‘¢ ,
should be able to collect 1information on the earliest
o » \
Chinese immigrant through oral history. Research on the

hist-ry of the Chinese Canadians would lack depth and be

almost impossible withgut the use of oral - history

'? Harney, p. 2. L\

' For example, the-Chinese were not incIuded in statistics
reported in thé newspapers on men who died workiang on the
Canadian Pacific Railway in the late nineteenth century.

*¢ Dr..John Widdowson, "Oral History in Canada: The
Netwfoundland Contribltion", Sound Heritage, Vol. -2, No. 1,
Canadian Aural/Oral History Conference, October 1974, p. 51.

-y
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techniques.

One area in the field of ethnic studies that can-be
very successfully pursued through oral history is the _issue

"of the identity problem among minoi‘ities?n‘R Alice Harris, an

oral historian, points out that everyone needs a past of

. | ]
their own:

" that“you can't live in the-future unless you
know where you come from, and in that sense it's
especially important to reconstruct or create myths
about your own past which may or may not be true

. to know where yQu came from is one of the reasons
why immigrants develop and retain stories of their,
own past."'*®

. Oral history can help pfovide that sense of.identity.

Questions about the Tntensity of “ethnic feeling and the

impact of psychic and culthral baggage from’fﬁevold‘wOrld on
A : ‘ 3 :
all aspects of life in North America are important'’ and can
_ _ < .
be explored through oral history.

This research technidue. can be éhlighténing but Fomg
precautions also need to be made. The raw material of oral

. ' _ ' .
history is the humdn memory, and memories may be consciously
- L2

or unconsciously exaggerated, ‘understated, or .forgotten.
& : .

Just as written sources need to be substantiated, oral

sources neéd to be checked ;znd ‘documented as well. Oral
history must nevgt be a substitute for exhaustive analysis

of hdocumentary’ sources; rather, it serves best as a
'$* Oral history can alsd:provide insight. into the related"
‘study of cultural and generational gaps between immigrants
~and their first generational children, :

'¢ Alice Kessler Harris, in "It's Not the Song, It's the
Singing: Panel Dlscusi*on on Oral History", 13 April 1973,
Chicago, Illinois, ‘Aonald J. Grele (ed.), Envelopes of
Sound, Chicago, Precedent Publishing, Inc., 1975, p. 67.

'’ Harney, p., 1. o

. e
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complement to the written récord.;“gyen if the recollectlon
o

is of doubtful verac1ty, how someone recalls the® ‘past can

still provide reveallng.lns1ghts.

v

Oral history, JIYk% all other resources, should be

scrutinized for its’ degr'

of objectivity. The goal‘of
‘attaining objectivity begins in the preparatory work that
‘precedes ‘tSev interview.?® ‘In the "creation of a sound
"document, the interviewer or historién should demonstrate

the highest' degree of detachment or neutrality.?' What

‘o - e . .
“happens in the course of an interview affects the conteft

and therefore the historical value of the tape.?? Taking
such precautions will help guard objectivity, but the Highly
personal nature of oral history makes it ihpossible)to

remove all subjectivity. However, Tit 1is this personal
__________________ .

** Evidence should be found to verify oral data This can
also be done through obtaining dozens of accounts of<thes
.same event or experience. For further discussion, see Willa
K. Baum, Oral History for the Local History Society,
Conference of the California Historical Societies, 1969, p.
Te )

"fThis issue of whether it is the objective truth, the

' individual truth, ‘truth in terms of attitude or feeling or
the truth of an age that is valuable is explored in "It's
Not the Song, . . . ™.

*° For example, the questions to be asked must be carefully
~worded so.as to not reveal biases or make subtle
suggestions.

' "Neutrality, if properly used, expresses interest, not
disinterest in a narrator's experiences and ideas. See
Hoopes, p. 9. It is important for the. interviewer to realize
that the sole object is to elicit information from the
narrator, and not to correct, debate, or educate. See Cullom
Davis, et. al., Oral History: From Tape to Type, Chicago,
American’ lerary Association, 1977, p. 19. Voice
inflections, tonality, and fac1al and body gestures must be
consciously controlled. Even the type of clothes worn and
"the level of formal language usage may’ bias the

interviewee's words. » - £ “1
** Alice Kesgler Harris, "Introduction”, Ronald J. Grele
(ed.), Envelopes of . . . ", p. 2.

e
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quality that makes. ral-'history gathering ’ worthwhlle.
Through it, the inner sources and mot1ves‘%eh1nd a person S

th&ughts'and actions can be Tore ea51ly‘revealed. People are

moré likel to be spontaneous .in talking about their

o

feelings tHan in writing them.2??" T
Since oral history is ’so'thighly' personal and
humanistic not only does 1t tend to be subjectlve, it ‘has

~the. potentlal to v1olate\the privacy and confldentyﬁifty of

the narrator. This danger of. breaklng a -Qgﬁ%;iﬂ,
N SRR

1nterv1ewer( and 1nterv1ewee,‘and p0551b1y certain pornts of
law, can cause irreparable harm to a variety of people.
?Friends and Rrelatibes ot'the narrakor or eten-the narrator
Zhimself'may be _psychokogically hu}t or even physically
endangered. [V MCandid 'information‘ gained .through an oral

history interview. A written guarantee of privacy is- always

highly ° recommended to protect both . the oral’
N ' v ’
historian/interviewer "and the*intervieﬁee." Even though the

_historian may be protected By the written waiver, sometimes

certain materials will_Lfrequire ' furthert ~and  deeper
consideration aldng ethical 1ines;.Such data may need to be
carefully used or perhaps even omitted altogether SO - as to
not hurt certain people. The'exciting and revealing evidence

ghat oral history technique provides can be appreciated only

*3 Hoopes, ®. 17. ’ -
*4 A consent form printed in English and Chinese was used in
the Chinese Canadian Nationa! Council gral history
interviews. In the agreement permission is granted for the

« interviewer to use the information. The consent form

protects the historian in cases of accusations of copyright

infringement. <
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when it s extracted and syn;hesizéd appropriately.

= N

Significajce of the Study

The rlesearch undertaken for the de&elopment of 'this
- e [ . . g ) “p
thesis as -not only expanded the data base for the many

dimensions of ethnic ‘theory but ™ for 50c1a%\«historical
research in general. Tﬁﬁtoral hlstOfy tapes collected will

be a valuable addition to any arch1va1 collectlon. It

~

would be gewardlng to. this author if the ava1labllkmy of the

oral ,hlstory tapes,- or anyf-othet;.part of thn% study,

. J
=

stimulates and generates future inveétigatiows, \themselves

adding to the body of literature on ethnic studies in

1

multicultural Canada.

Current trénds:.and issues in society. are offén-shapea
) by hjstorical events. 4fhe direcfiog_;}g; education’ today
towérds the preservation of heritage langﬁzgggﬂghd cu{thres

can be better understood =~in this 1light. 'This historical
7

i

study will be 51gn1f1cant in facilitating such an‘end. Slncé

school boards often seek the support of the community which

&

serve, it 1is to their benefit to increase community

naerstanding of programs cffered. Wider awareness of the

mainspring and merits of heritage education-“suc® as a

bilingual-Chinese program which appears to benefit orly a

e e e e

1% .The oraluhlstory tapes of.Chlnese Canadians will pe Dart
of the Chinese Canadian National Council (Edmonton Chapter)
Library that is in the process of being established. At the
conclusion of this study, copies may also be donated to the
" Provincial Archives of Alberta. Gertrude McLaren, an
archivist at the University of Alberta has expressed an
interest in the tapes becoming part of the unlverslty S
collectlon.

-
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few but affects a much broader : parameter--can bring about

reinforced support from the majority.
y - '
The present .study will benefit individuals within the

o :
educational’ system as well. Not only will it provide

-substance for effective curritu"um,uiégting"and upgrading,
('1 ' - :

<.
_particularly in the <ubject area of Social Studies, :but

y

hopefully it will help teachers broaden .their perspectives
when teaching in alclassroom of children from various ethnic

backgrounds. Improvement in these respects will contr¥bute

° t
to the elevativn of the teaching profession.

Enlightened 1nstructors‘\1n turn, can be nothing but

beneficial  for our students. In the homes of dsecohd
generation children and immigrant parents where cultural

gdps may often a ify generational gaps, a better knowledge

IS

&f one's roots may help avert certain potential conflicts.

As one respondent expressed

. . we need to somehow gome to gr1ps with belng_
able to have our younger ganeration understand
Chinese Canadian history. .I think without that, °~
someday if we run 1into drastic changes in our -
soc1ety, they will become a lost generatlon nae

"

-~

Moreover, th}g study will contrlbute to brlnglng about the

enhancement of” students' self-esteem, sense of identity, and
/l .
cultural pride--all of which, without afaoubt, contribute to

higher student achievement levels and improved student

behavior and morale. Bedefits of the study will not be
confined to Chinese Canadian students; an increased level of

__________________ AN . ’ !
3

©. ** Chinese Canadian Natlonal Councll Oral History Interv1ew

(CCNC OHI) 86-34, Edmonton, Chinese Canadian National
. Council, :

-
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tolerance and understanrding for differences in our ‘society
among ALL youth will help us to live in harmony and for the

‘betterment of Canzda.
kS o

‘)
’ Outline_of the Study R ‘
| A:sﬁud} of tﬂe history of théw education of a people
would be incomplé;e without an;accouﬁt of their bri@ins.
Consequéptly thetfinsfﬂchapter is a summéry 6f:.the history

v .

of Chinese Canadians in Alberta. The historical background
: . ] ! ) e

provides an indication of the type of atmosphere and social
environment that the Chinese found themselves:compelled to

accept in the'earlyxyearsw Tﬁis is important -as it will help

B ) . » - d
us better ynderstand the . progress —of, = educational

t

‘development.
- The Chinese came from a society that held ‘education in

‘the highest regard. Chapter Two describes the traditional
ST . . . ; , .
Chinese educational system “that was familiar to the first
) b / o V N .
immigrants , and the second generation of Canadian-born

children who _were sent to China for schooling. It depicts

the\zypg of system‘that affected the attitude and response
: . A . - .
to Chinese education in Canada.

¢ Chapter Three traces the efforts of the Chinese in
. . ] L s

Albérta to ‘méintain their cﬁlﬁufe;aﬁd language throudh the

2] v .

.fpfmationzof their_own‘schoolsf It deals with their‘ growth
-ﬂ/%&‘ " concert ‘with the objectives of their sponsoring
@ . : ; Lo

organizations

a/ o '
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Chapter Four examines the experiences of Chinese

v

Canadians in the public " day 'schools of AlSérts where
(prejudice and discrimination were not uncommén 'occurrence;
for the children. H
Chapter Five outlines the services that two ~major
&n;titutions, the school and church, provided fcor adult
immlgrants to learn ﬁhe English lénguage. The chapter also
accounts for the develdpment of the publ}c school eveniﬁg
classes and the Chingse mission sessions in liépt of
nationalfétic‘and evangelistic purposes.
The last chapter is the "Conclusion" in which attention
;18 directed tol the doverall educafional experience of the.
Chinesé in Alberta. The,significéncé of poliéical, economic;
and social factors is highlighted along with ‘their impact on

the Chinese experience.



1. THE CHINESE IN ALBERTA (1885-1947): AN HISTORICAL'

BACKGROUND

"One time ‘when I was working in a restaurant, two
white quys asked.me for someé ketchup. I brought them
a whole bottle of it and one of the guys drank the
ketchup from the bottle. I told him he Shouldn't do
that. He didn't listen to me; 1nstead he got angry
and was trying to hit me. One of- the’ guys 1in the
restaurant told him not to hit me because he might-
get in trouble. . . . Then the guy turned around and
told me I shouldn't have said that to the guy. He
said, 'You Chinese, we white people. You can't say
this to me.'"’ - '

Late nineteenth century Western Canada was
characterlzed by an increasing proportion of immigrant

settlers who spoke neither Engllsh nor French.? The Chinese

were one of the first immigrant groups to settle in Alberta,

making their first ef'forts at permanent residency in
1885.° Although their numbers were never significant as a
proportion of. the total populgtion, their presence - was

viewed with suspicion.* In fact, the Chinese were perceived

as the most undesirable immigrants of all.

"' Chinese Canad&an National Council Oral Hlstory Interview

(CCNC OHI) 85-39, Edmonton, Chlnese Cana&lan National
Council.

: Neil SutherXand, Children in English-Canadian Socrety
Framing the TwentietR Century Consensus, Toronto, University
of Toronto PreS;J 1976, p. 203. Sutherland includes
population figuxes. See also, Gerald Friesen, The Canadian
Prairies: A History, Toronto, University of Toronto Press,
1984, p. 244.

* Newspaper references to the Chinese suggest this as the

.earliest date of settlement.

‘ See Appendix B, Table I for the Chinese populatlon in
Alberta, 1901—1941 o

* Howard D. Palmer; "Anti-Oriental Sentiment in Alberta
1880-1920", Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol, 11, No. 2,

..pDecember, 1970, p. 31.

P
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‘Most of the unfavourable' attitudes were carry-overs- -—
frbm the earliest day%% of Chinese immigrétion in British
Columbia. In.that provintg fears were raised’ that Aéién
~ immigrants- would undermine a "White Canada". On the grounds
of the undesirability of the "yellow peril"”, and its threat
to the Canadian economy, the:federal éovernment was Stéadiiy
pressured . to’ restrict or comple;eiy | halt Chinese
immigraticn. The result “was a string of discrimiratory

_pieces of legislation directed against the Chﬁﬁése
| throughout .the_ late _Hnineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. These lawg'ffkad broad and far-reaching
ramifications for the p@iiticél, economic, social, cultural,

and educational life.of Chinese Canadians. While British’
| Columbia remained the Vcentre of anti—OrieH%al activity in’
Canada, attempts were also made in Alberta to restrict that
group's freegpm

The Chxnese experlence in Alberta wa® strongly affected

by official and unofficial forces during the perlod 1885 to
1947. Sources of hostility were both internal ané‘ external
to ¥the province. Moreover, qnti Chinese sentiment and the
events 'and institutions arising .frgm it in A'berta were
based prfmarily 6n grounds cf racism. It would ngt be‘%n
exaggeratlon to saJ that ~ during this per1od the Chgﬁesé
throughout Canada were victims of oppression in varying ;

degrees administered by all levels of government and

supported by public opinion.
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Early Chinese Immigration 1858-1885

) "“ o .20~

N -

2

The arrival date o6f the very. first Chinese  in North
America is unknown. Thefe are reports of expeditions having

~

been ifnt £rom China in»§58 A.D. and reaching whatiﬂis-ahow
British Columbia but no recordsA exist of any efforts to
establish Chinese éettlements on Cénadian.shores.‘ "here are
also reports of some Chinese arriviné in Canada in 1277;
these were the troops of ﬁhe Yuan Dynasty or Mongol Empire
cérried over by the currents.’ The first confirmed contact

between the Chinese and British Columbia occurred 1in early

June of 1788. Captain John Meares, an independent dealer in

.

‘the Pacific Rim fur trade sailed from the 1island of Macau.

and landed at Nootka Sound with a crew of 30 Chinese. They
_ ) , ,

returried in September of the same year. L

The date of arrival of the first Chinese to settle

]

either téﬁporarily or permanently in Canada is generaiiy_'

considered to be 1858. On 25 ‘June ’1858, 300 Chinese

. disembarked at Fort Victoria, Vancouver 1Island, from the

sailing vessel, the "Caribbean". These early immigrants
- e «

sailed from San Francisco® after hearing that gold had been

* Edmonton Sun, 25 June 1978; and "Buddhist Columbia"(@?
Raincoast Chronicles, Issue No. 2, No. 1-6, 1972-76, p-
15-16. It may have been highly undesirable for these early
Chinesgf explorers to establish settlement since during this:

period China was enjoying the splendors and benefits of

being -one of the more advanced and developed civilizations
in the world; the frontier shores of British Columbia may
have seemed primitive and unworthy of settlement.
* Vivian Lai, "The New Chinese Immigrants in Toronto" in
Jean Leonard Elliot, Immigrant Groups, Minority Canadians 2,
Scarborough, Prentice-Hall of Canada, Ltd., 1971, p. 121.
* They had originally emigrated from China to the California
gold fields in the 1840s.

Q
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discovered on the Fraser River. The Carlbou golq\ rysh

b

~attracted prospectors from all over the world. Other Chinese
.prospectors from California undoubtedly made_their way north
of the forty-ninth 52Eallel by land during this period as
?ell.‘

Following 1860, Chinese immigrants hoping‘to strike it
rich sailed directly from Hong ¢ Kong to Victoria. In the
Atwenty year period between 1860 and 1880, relatively few
‘Chinese emlgfated to Canada. By .866, most of the mines 1in

British Columbia had been exhausted and many Chinese were

’

returning to China or the United States. v

‘The '18805 saw large numbers of Cbinese ‘coming.to~
" British Columbia to build -“e Caﬁadian Pacifig Ryilway.' The
quinion government estimated that at leaét T0,000
able-bodied "men were needed to build the British Columbig
section alone and 'the province, with jts population of"
35,000 whites, coulg\ not provide the 1ab9ur.‘° Cq%nese
manpower was used in- the building ) of the Americ;;
transcontinental railway )and had proven .economical ?and

efficient.'' Consequently, approximately ' 15,000 to 17,000
—_ _ ’/\ .
Chinese  men were brought in under contract as a source of

) A )

cheap labour for the cohstruction of the CPR (1881-1885).
_________________ -~ rd

' By 1880 there were approx1mately 5000 Chinese in Canada
with the majority residing in British Columbia. See Heather
Harris and Mary Sun, The Chinese Canadians, $carborough,
Nelson nada, 1982, p. 8.

o Plerr - Berton, The Last Spike, TorontQ» McClelland and
Stewart, Ltd., p. 1870, p. 189.

'' For information on the‘Chlnese contribution in the g
building of American railway lines see, Jack Chen, The '
Chinese of America,.San Francisco, Harper & Row, Publ1shers[
1981, p 65-78.
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" Their lower. wages and  dependability'? enabled thjg'

transcontinental railway to ba completed)on schedule and at

v

a lower production cost. Consignments from American railway’

consbrmctlpn companies,'?® and direct consignments from China

were recruited.

’

The majority of the Chinese labourers .who came to
Canada can be described as from a “"peasant proprietor”

background'* from the province of Kwangtung in ‘China.'? At

.

that time, China was in a state of social and economic
- disruption as a result of Western military and economic

domination ;which"dhad increased significantly after 1840.'°¢
"2 Gee David Lee, "Chinese Construction- Workers on the
Canadian /Pacific", in Railroad History, No. 148, Spring
1983, p. 50. Lee reports that employers valued the Chinese
‘ because they were tractable, rellable, hard-working,
uncomplaining, adaptable, ‘honest, and seldom indisposed. He
also includes a comparison of: the workers made by a
subcontractor of Cache Creek in a diary in 1883: 'I had pay
day last week; I've some men on two gangs——Amerlcans, '
British Columb1ans and Canadians on my section who have not
done a stroke of work since & I don't expect them back till
all the.money is spent. The Chinése have not lost a-day.
They have no black Mondays, don't stop because it looks

" rainy, are ready for special work at nights or on Sundays,
have no fete days & altogether, tho phy51cally unequal to
the white man are more depended on .

13 yeteran Chinese railwaymen from the Southern Pacific and
Northern Pacific Railways were enlisted.

'* The term peasant is often used to describe the Chinese
immigrants but it is not entirely accurate. They were
actually members of the  agricultural class of whlch some
owned their holdlngs

'* In Mandarin romanized form, the prov1nce is spelled
Guangdong. Kwangtung is located on the southern coast of
China. For a detailed map of the area from which the/early
Chinese to Canada emigrated from, see Edgar chkberg (ed.),
From China to Canada: A History of the Chinese Communities
in“Canada, Toronto, McClelland and Stewart Ltd. and the
Minister of Supply and Services, Canada, 1982, p. 8.

** For a background of China's dlfflCUltleS durlng this era
see, Immanuel C. Y. Hsu'%The Rise of Modern China, (Second
Edition), New York, Qxford University Press, 1975, p.
220-405. \
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¢ . .

Poor 1living conditions and overpopulatioﬁ made it lucrative
- for Chinese men to leave their families and homes to earn a
living 1in North America, the continenﬁ they referred to as

" "Golden Mountain". Furthermore, China seemed to be 1in the

)

midst of a series of natural disasters, such as famines and

R

floods[ﬁfurther' persuading: many to seek a better life:
elsewhere. The family structure of Chinesé society enabled a
man to leave, knowing that in ﬁis absence his family would
be cared for by clan ﬁembgrs.‘7 These jactors_ encouraged

emigrationi but those who left usually. intended to return
[ ) 2, . .

one day with sufficient capital for retirement.

-

In¥ November of 1885, the Canadian transcontinental
railway was completed. Thousands of Chinese labouners were

left . unemployed. Some possessed enough funds to pay for a
. ] , » . ) ‘ . -
return passage to China and a Zew :=2mained in Canada by

choice, but many found themsel /et stranded, with no source®

of income in a hostile society characterized by a radically

different culture. !

The commercial- quilds that had recruited them, and
which had acted as intenmediaries during the-constrﬁction of
the failroad, did nothing to remedy the "situation. The
Céhédian government also refused Yo take part°in any effort
which would have hélped acéommodate the displaced Chinese.
In fact, in 1885, the very year the C?R was completed and

#hinese labour was no longer essential, a head tax of $50
"'7 For a discussion of the Chinese clan structure, see ‘
Hui-Chen Wang Liu, The Traditional Chinese Clan Rules,
Locust Valley, New York, J. J. Augustin Incorporated
Publishqf, 1959, - B

' ¢ Y b /

~



T : 24

was placed on every Chinese person entering the country.'
Throughout the build;dg of the.railroaé, there had been much
oppdsition to the Chinese being hired, but  the governmeht,
reélizing the' value and necessity of the Chinese, was too
~ pragmatic to e#clude them until itl was completed.'® No
‘attempts Qere made to assimilate the.bhinese or even ease
theirladjustment to Western'society. The majofity of the
Chinese labourers remained in British Columbia with many
returning to Vancouver and Victoria. Others settled‘ in a
string of towns scattered élong the CPR, while“still others
moved east of the Rockies and settled in what is né; Aibefta'
"and cother provinces.
The Chinese Population in Aiberta s
| The early Chinese settlers who trickled into Alberta

fram British Columbia in the mid-1880s lived almost

exclusively in the larger wurban communities with a few 1

scattered -in smaller' towns. There were Chinese in Calgary

J

and Lethbridge by = 1885 and in Edmonton by 1889. In 1926,
85.5 percent of the total Chinese population in Alberta

ljved in urban centres.,'® Often 1in the smaller towns, a,
‘* Berton, p. 195. ,
"' J, Brian Dawson, "Chinese Urban Communities in Southern
Alberta  1885-1925", (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis),
Calgary, University of Calgary, 1976, p. 38. Paul Voisey,
"Chinatown on the Prairies: The Emergence of an Ethnic
Community", in Selected Papers From the Society For the

- Study of Architecture in Canada, Annual Meetings,. 1975 &
1976, Ottawa, p. 46, reports that "nearly all the Chinese in
the prairie provinces lived in cities or towns from the time
of their arrival."” He further states that "census figures
indicating a steady movement from rural to urban areas
simply reflect the incorporation of towns rather than any

w r
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Chinesa community meant one‘man who ran the local laundry or
restaurant,’;

In i885 the Census of the Northwest Territories
recorded eight Chinese in the proQisiqnal district of
Alberta.?' With the introduatibn of.the head tax that yaar}
Chinese immigration Meclined slightly and then resurged.??

< The head tax was later increased to $100 in 1900 and $500 1n
1903.2° These actions wa;e meant as deterrents,, but when

they were found 1ineffective he government imposed an

- i
A}

Y - .
additional condition that every Chinese was required to have
$200 in his péssession upon arrival in Canada.?* The Chinese
‘ s : . LN
) . in ATberta contlgbed to grow in spite of these immigration

restrictions. Chiness immigration, on the whole, continued

to . climb steadily ‘and the measures were considered a

nt'd) shift on the part of the Chinese." In 1901, 61
87k of .the Chinese population in Canada as a whole was
L IgksYtied 'as urban; in 1931 it was 80 percent.
*sgﬁ“maﬁi@enne ClarkSOn, "Poor No More , Today, 7 govember
- ,‘1.'5. S/
1§85 Nor'thwest Territories, p. 10.
kg, p. 43, for graph showing immigration trends
;& uaxes d1d benefit Ottawa and British Columbia in
aiﬁ%{a revenue which Alberta and other provinces
b 73 From 1885 to 1923, about $26.5 million was paid
“;f}ﬁ&xey by Chinese immigrants. For more information on

dehire guflerated, .see Marris, p. 32; and Peter S. Li,
ol pproach to Efhnic Stratlflcatlon The Case of
8 Canada, 1858-1920", British Columbia Studies,
>’ (%1973 ,"P. 326. The Chinese were allowed to
s '-“‘tQAChlﬁa tor visits but if the visytation exceeded a
certa#n. time pifiod, they were required to pay the head tax
‘agaln _Upon_ réﬁj»alng to Canada, they were required to stay
fgks -or "pig houses” as the Chinese called

them which o teﬂ lted in waits of days to weeks while
* fheir paperg}‘na”‘ er documents were verified.

.2 Order ingskg Unc;l P.C. 926, 9 May 1910, ifi Government of
" Canada, Documéngs of Camadian External Relations 1909-1914,
:x Vol. 1, Ottawa, Depantment of External Affairs, 1967, p.

; 609. .. - oL

3 -
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“n

gr®wn to 235; ten §gars later the figure stood at 1,787; and

:a

1921 it had grown to 3,581, Although‘the total Chzkhsé

population in Alberta increased séeadily, it always remained
. A Y . -

a tinyp fraction of the total prqvfncial population.?** In

fact the Chinese population was never more than one percent
of the total provincial population in the decades prior to

the Second World War. The enactment of the most outragéous

<
]

piece Wof anti-Chinese  legislation--the 1923 Chinese
Immigr;tibn Act--caused the percentage to gradually decline.

Alberta supported tﬁg series Bf federal measures which
led hp to this act but the measures camé primarilx as a

result ~ of constant and intense lobbying from British

[e)

Columbia where the majofity of the Chinese. population in

Canada still resided.?’ The Chinese Immigration Act or, as
s See letter from Assistant Chief Controller of Chinese
-Immigration to Secretary, Minister of the Interior, 29 June

- 1914, in Ibid., p. 653.
*¢ See Appendix B, Table I for percentage of populatior
being Chinese.
7 Anti-Oriental sentiment began in the 1860s in British
Columbia, intensifying- and spreading throughout the
following years. In the mining industry, for example, the
Chinese were looked upon as competitors at a time when good
mining claims were difficult to find. Social pressures gnd
discrimination restrié¢ted the Chinese to mining on claims
that had been well-worked over and subsequently abandoned by
white miners. Yet even these claims, if they proved the
slightest bit productive after long hours of toil by the
Chinese, prompted indignant outcries of "Chinese takeover"
from the white majority. Those who engaged i1 other
occupations, such as merchants, laundrymen, vegetable
peddlers, cooks, and housebqQys, were accused of undermining
the wages of white workers by accepting lower wages. .
Industries that took advantage of Chinese labour actually -
brought on benefits to both white workers and employers;
lower wages fqt the Chinese meant higher wages for the white
workers without a cut in profit for the employér. Products

. produced by Chinese labour at lower production costs placed

faﬁgire." In 1901 the Chinese population in Albe;ta’bad_w

9
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it was colloguially-referred to, the Chinese Exclusion Act,
effectively prevented any Chlnese from enter1ng the country

wlth the except1on of diplomats, tourlsts, merchants??®, or

r

students. During the years 1923-1947 only 44 Chinese were

»

oggiiially:allowed into Canada. Aiberta's Chinese population

during this period fluctuated between 3000'and,4000. The‘
legislation now made it impossible for Chinese men to bring
their -families over, and this was to have a\déastic:éocial

effect on the Chinese in Alberta and else =re in Canada.

-
-

The Albertan Response to Chinese ImmigratYon
When the Chinese arrived 'in- Alberta, they found
unflattering preconceived images /of them already . well

o
established.?® In spite of the fact that there were so few

27(cont d) the employer:.in an advantageous position over
_compef&tors It also afRkwed for a hlgher frequency of white
workers to take on 1nte',h-1ary administrative or overseeing
positions. When Chinese Y@pur was brought over for work on
the CPR, anti-Oriental serftiment grew even more pronounced.
It was argued that white labour would be excluded.due to the
large numbers of available Chinese workers and their lower
wage scale. The thoughtf@@ Canadian dollars leaving the
untry witl¥ those who g&turned to China further aggravated

the anti-Chinese sector. For further discussion of the
persecution of the Chinese based on economic term$ in
British Columbia, see Peter Ward, White Canada Forever,
Montreal, McGilY¥-Queens University Press, 1878, p. 3-35.

28 "Merchant" was very narrowly defined: " . . . a person
who devoted his undivided a@%entlon to mercantile pursults,
who had not less than $2500 invested in an enterprlse
importing to Canala or exporting to China goods of Chinese
or Canadian origin cor manufacture and who had conducted such
a business for at least three years." See Freda Hawkins,
Canada and Immigration, Montreal, McGill-Queens University
Press, 1972, p. 90. . _

20 These images are described by Dawson, p. 130; Palmer, p.
35; and Paul L. Voisey, "Two Chinese Communities, in Alberta:
An Historical Perspective", Canadijan Ethnic Studies, Vol.
11, No» 2, December 1970, p. 21. L
N 4 CoT
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Chinese in Alberta, they sjkll found themselves the subject
:of dellberate disoriminatﬁon although they were spared the
frequent v1rulent outbursts . of opposition typical of British
‘%olumbia.‘° Howdrd Palmer attributes this partly to the

large-scale infl

tended to 4

. AR
Nevertheless, t

ntion away from ; the o Chznese

3

_evalent attltudes ana freatmgnt of the

L4
1

4 se
delegatlng them to a p051tfog of thlrd

A

Chinese amounted

EEE

class residents. The Chlnese of LethBrldge were even llsted
separately as "Sundry Ch1naqen at the“back of the 1912
local director'y.“‘z In complaining about claes differences
and snobbery in Calgary at the turn "of the‘oentury a
olean&ng yoman declared she was "neither, a pig or ta
Chinaman".’® The Chinese were distinctly placed at the
bottom of the sOciaI.SCale.

The Chinese in Alberta never posed a &h:eat in numhers
but ‘in British Columbié theit sheer number vespecially
aurlng the rallway constructlon years, was 1tse1f con51dered
a threat/ by the whlte population. It was feared that the
"yellow peril" would soon outnumber the whites. The slogan

"Keep Canada White" was a favouriteoamong anti-Oriental

groups such as the labour. unions.,** |

——— e - e -

*? Diprectonry of the City of Lethbnidge 1912, Complled and
published by ‘Businessmen's Association, Printers &
Stat1oners, 1912. v ,

2 Quoted in Catherine Rose Pii®lip, "The Women ©f:/Calgary

" and District 1875-1914", (Unp 'ished Master of Arts
Thesis), Calgary, Unlversity oﬁaCalgary, 1975, p. 88-89.

¢ The oann1zed labour sector’in Alberta was never as large:
as it was in British Columbla,ynor was it ever aroused

3 .
K

. of Eastern Europeans at that tlme which™ |
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€ampaigns - were  launched by the coastal ‘provincé's

Anti-O:ientaiists  to = "educate" the east about the Chinese

Y - ’ . . ' N N
threat to the foundation and security of a white Can%daq”

‘In 1892 a member of the Vancouver Anti-Chinése Lgégug,

'deksley Lucus, travelled to Calgary and attempted to form a
local chapter.*‘ His initial efforts were“successful and he
even convinced the mayor and two town councilleors to serve .’

on a provisional committee for the organization. Before the

.new branch became soundly established,‘however, Lucus lost -

his credibility and his campaign came to a "farcical"

ending".’’ He was the subject of public ridiclile after

preaching against emplojing.chiﬁese labour- and ‘then hgving
been discovered patronizing a ;Chinese laundty. To ﬁaké.
métgers worse, he was suybsequently suspected of a staged
suicide. attempt and charged 'with the offe@ce. The whole

*{cont'd) against the Chlnese to the same extent as ip-

" British Columbia. The Alberta Chinese were seldom resorted

to ‘as strike breakers as- they often were“in British Columbia
industries. See Ward, p. 48-49 and Palmer, p. 39, Instead of
incorporating the Ch1nese into the unions .so that they could
not be used as strike-breakers, it was seen as more
profitable to use them as scapegoats. The unions hoped that
by doing this they would gain increased acceptance and
support from the general populace. Palmer, p. 39, reports
that while~the Trades and Labour Congress.of Canada was not
to allow Orientals into its organizations until 1927,
District 1B of the UnltedeMlne Workers of America, which
included all of Alberta, "decided to allow Orientals to join
their union in 1909 as an alternative to exclusion from
‘Canada. : ) ,
** Patricia E Roy, "Educatlng the 'East': British Columbia R
and the Oriental Questlon in the Interwar Years", in British
Columbia Studies, No. 18, SOmmer 1973, p. 50-69, ‘

¢ See William Beahen, "Moo Law Could Not Prevail"™, in
Alberta History, Vol. 29, No. 3, Summer 1981, p. 5; and
Palmer, p. 33. _ :

317

Beahen, p. 5.

———
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.affaif became a "big joke"**® and -~ anti-Chinese league did

-

not gain a foothold in Calgary
The f%;st outburst of physical hostility towards the

Chinese in Alberta occurred in June 1892, a few months prior

to Lucas' arrival in Calgary. The <citizens of Calgary. .

_reacted .dramatically to the discovery .that a Chinese

resident had contacted small pox. ‘Strict guarantine measures

‘were immediately enacted and the residence ® of  the

. unfortunate victim = was quickly burned. Despite those

measures, nine persons were to cdhtact thé disease,'qf.which
three died. On the evenlng of ‘the second of: ngust a mob. of
more than three;hundred men, blaming the Chlnese commuﬁ?}y
as -a whole for the deaths, gathéred to rid the city of 1its

Chinese population, and destroyed several Chinese resid_.-es

in the process. 4On1y the interference of the Northwest

" Mounted Police, who dispersed the‘riot, prevented a lynching

!

from taking place.?

On Chrlstmas Day 1in 1907 the Chinese of Lethbrldge were
also victims of phy51cal.v1olence but this 1nc;dent_was not
as widely supported as the Calgary riot. The matter arose
wheq a Chinese reéfaurant ownef tried to evict an 1insolent

’ : . . c : : v )
customer from his premises. In the attempt, *the customer was
: , A ,

"struck on the head with a hammer and false rumors circulated

that this led to deatH® The next evening an intoxicated mob
. . !

’% 1bid., p. 6. _ - » S
>’ Gunter Baureiss, "The Chinese Community in Calgary",
Alberta Historical Review, Vol. 22, No. 2, Spring, 1974, p.

3.. ,
. 1Y
4
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demolished two restaurants and reacted violently on some

Chlnese resthnts.,

The Chinese 1n Edmontq§ ‘were more fortunate and did not

-experrence any_ comparable

~

l violent outbursts. The lower

populatlon number and thé further distance from the

1nten51ty of British Columbian influence undoubtedlf helped
. b ‘ :

make anti-Oriental sentiment in Edmonton weaker than in the

v
southern part.of Alberta.*'

Local . governments in Alberta expressed their

‘intolerance .of: the Chinese by attempt ng to restrict their

" activities largely through taxes and bylaws. In Calgary, the

Doy

Chineée were subjected to legalized discrimination as early
‘as January-1886. At thar time, the town was merely. an
outpost yet it already had an appointed district
comptroller of. Chlnese immigration. &.fee of $5 was reun &d
.of every Chinese residing in the area, along with a medic
certificate stating that he was frez from leprosy and other
-cont%gious dieeaées."

On 23 May 1903 Edmonton Town Council followed the lead

of the town of Macleod 1in imposing -a taf'%xclusively on

‘*° Accounts of this incident can be found in Palmer, p. 38;
and Howard D. Palmer, Land of the Second Chance: A History
of Ethnic Greups in Southern Alberta, Lethbridge, The
Lethbridge Herald, 1972, p. 57.

‘' Palmer also contends that anti-Oriental sentiment was.
stronger in Southern Alberta. See Palmer, "Anti-Oriental
", p. 48; and J. Brian Dawson, "The Chlnese Experience 1in
Frontier Calgary 1885-1910", in A. W. Rasporich and Henry
Klassen (eds.), Frongier Calgary Town, City and Region
1875-1914, Calgary, ‘Gniversity of Calgary, 1975, p. 132.
42 Calgaﬁy Herald, 23 January 1886. (Quoted in Dawson's
thesis, p. 8.) ‘

!

»
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Chinese laundries to discourage Chinese entrepreneurs.*‘® The
| $25'.annual tax on all ’Edmonton laundries, however,'was
successfully contested by .those afﬁected. Throughout . the
fir§t decade of the twentileth éentury, ther§>were persistent
attempts by the ﬁon—Cﬁi ese’ citizeﬁs of Calgary and
Lethbridge to confine  Chinese  laundries to one area. In
1904, a motioﬁ5wa§ﬁ%ﬁccessfuily passed to préhibit any more
Chinece laundries on any major business streé;s in Calgary;
The Chinese naturally contested this bylaw and it was nevér
" put into effect.* ‘ _ N

Léundries were not  the only operations affected by
prejudice - and discrimination. There  were | strenuouv® ’
objections to the eéstablishment of any Chinese buéiness in
1910, with the citizems of Calgary pressuring City Council
to withhold buildinzikpermits from Chinesé applicants. The
rationale used wasAthgt the presence'of Chinese would reduce
property values. While most wanted the ségpegation of the
‘Chiﬁeseﬁ;s long as it was geographically removed from their
owa residences*®, others preferred to dispe..e them about
the city; And of course, there Qére those who 'wanted the

Chinese completely drivén out of the city.

Other methods of restricting the civil righ&s of
¥ .

<

Calgary's Chinese citizens were contemplated by the local

\
government. In 1913, for example, the Cdlgary Chinese
“3 In 1901 a $100 tax was levied on Macleod's Chinese
. laundries.- '
‘4 See Baureiss, p. 5. : v
** Ibid., p. 6; and Dawson, "The Chinese Experience . .’ . "
po 138. 4 . B
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sucEessfully.convfnced_the City Counfii toldiscard its plan

~of assembling all Chinese in the city for the purpose of
photographing and finger-printing them as a means of

. .9 _
identification. Such measures, coupled with QEE\QSE?ral

social hostility, denied the Chinese the privilege of living .
o2 ‘
a3 :

'frééiy as other residents did. S

Legislative restrictions did not appear , at the
v ' [
provincial level in Alberta as they did 1in many other

Canadian provinces.*‘ Attempts were made to disenfranchise

. the Chipese in Alberta but this was Unsuccessful.*” An

‘ i

_Albertan of Chinese gndestrygégn‘recall with digtinction his¢

< 4

determfnation "dering the time of Rberhaig" to make usé of
w YRR

EJ° yeérs of ‘age .

r

his franchise as ~soon as hezjtugﬁed

-

specifically because ‘not all’ Chinese Canadians -had the

T

‘¢ British Columbia was the most active of -all Canadlan
provinces, in ‘passing discriminatokLy legislation against
Chinese residents..As early as 1878 the Chinese were:. banneg
from employment on any public works of that province. The;
privilege of owning land was later denied in 1884. For more
information on British Columbia and other provinces in. this
respect, see.Jin Tan and Patricia E. Roy, The Chinese in
Canada, (Canada's Ethnic Groups, Booklet No. 9), Ottawa,
Canadian Historical Associagion’ With the Support of the
Multiculturalism Program, Govermmient of Canada, 1985.
+7 gee Palmer, Land of . . . , p»~ 57; and Palmer, ~
"Anti-Oriental . . . ", p. 38-39. Many occupations relied on
the resident being on the voter's list as a means of issuing
licences. .In British Columbia, -for example, since the
Chinese could not vote in the provincial elections, they
" were excluded from professions' such,as law, pharmacy,
accounting, and.public school teaching. Not being on the
provincial voter's list also effectively denied them the.
federal franchise, for the Dominion:Elections Act o
automatically refused anyone the vote who did not have 1t
provincially. Prime Minister John:A. Macdonald personally
attempted to pass an amendment "to the Franchise Act that
would prevent any person of "Mongolian"'or Chinese race from
voting in federal elections. See Ward, p. 40. :
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privilege.** Although he and his siblings were Canadlan born
‘they were 'still considered Chinese. To this day he still
highly values his vote and never misses an opportunity to
cast a ballot.

Alberta politicians fully exploited the anti-Chinese

-

sentiment during electionttimes and made 1t inqo a popular

i

political issue. Each one claimed to be the most

anti-Chipese, as this was found to be a useful method of
_3$wwinning-votes. Candidates would accuse each other of trying
to win the Chinese vote or would deny accusations that they

' received or even wantec -he Chinese vote.*’ When negative

aspects éf the Alberta Chinese commﬁnity could not be found,
politicians drewiﬂ.argpments from British Columbia or
,gglifornig propaganda. The fear of losing a white Canada was
‘-19—baséd. more on apprehen51on than on fac*, and conséquently

seemed“much greater than 1tﬁacjually was®°--especially in

PR

_Alberta. B R . -

The subject of Qriengalf‘buéinessmen employing white
. females was an issue in Alberta and the town of Lethbridge
Iwag succgssful. in 1mplementing an officiél regulation on
1t.*! 'Th% inane belief  that the Chi%eée male possesséd;a

certain powerl 0V7f young women®? and would lead these

-4+ personal”Interview (PI) 27°October 1986,
‘* For examples of such incidents sﬁe Palmer, p. 38.
so patricia E. Roy, "The Oriental 'Menace' in British

~ Columbia", in Susan Trofimenkoff, The Twenties in Western
Canada, Ottawa, National Museums of Ganada, 1972, p. 255.

' See Palmer, Land of . . . , p. 57.
. %2 This notion is well developed in Emily Murphy, The Black
Candle, Toronto, T. Allen, 1922, ‘ N ,

A
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In reality, the application of head taxes could not help: bgt

.
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.t

innocent beings into white slavery, an addiction to drués,

or other unmentionable deeds prompted Lethbridge to pass

t
stch a bylaw, as other provinces did.®® The act was

impLemented‘prior to t?e 1953 Chinese Exclusion Act and at
@ : . : i
the time when the severe head taxes were 1in effect. -

Obviously the head taxes were not con51dered -severe engugh'l

for the ‘response of oge government official to 'such

legislation was:
o . . if it was apparent that the Government had
made a serious effort to limit this class of

immigration the Provincial Government would be
likely to attempt to enact drastic Legislation. "

further de@radehthe Chinese in Canada and perpetuate further

abuse,

e

\Implicationé For The Chinese in erta

A " . .
The restrictive ivmigration laws severely distorted the
Chinese male and female ratio. in Canadasprior to the Séqond"

World War.®® In “1911 there were over 1700 Chinese men. in
Alberta but only 20 Chinese women.*®**‘ -This discrepancy’

1 .2
. R

continued throughout the‘d cades in all Alherta cities.

*3 Similar 1eglslatron was enactéd in Saskatchewan Manltoba

ard Ontario. Females in Manitoba were not even’ permltted to

reside or lodge in, or frequent any restaurant, laundry, or

other places of business owned, kept or manaqed by any -

Chinese or other Orierital person. See, Docu@agts of Canadian
. . , p. 621, 644-645. :

s+ 1bid., p. 653.

s See Appendix B, Tables I to IV for male to. female ratios
in three Alberta urban centres--namely Edmonton Calgary,
and Lethbridge.

. °¢ See Appendix B, Table I. ' -
7 See Appendix B, Tables II to IV. Also see, F. “Quei Quo,

"Chinese Immigrants in the Prairies", ¢A Preliminary Report‘

')()
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N . : ' r
Any péssibility for a.balaﬁEing of the ratio was totally
prevented by the 1923 Chipeée Exclusion Act. As early as
1885, 'the éoverpmenﬁ had received a Royal Commission report
‘recommending that Chinese women not be allowed to immigrate
~“to Canada., : | |

The head taxes ‘of 1885, 1500, and: 1903 made it very
expénsi?e énd rarely possible for Chines%'men to bring theit
fgmiiies to Alberta or elsewhere in Canada. Not only was‘thé
cost a deterrent, Canada seeme® a highly. undesira%le‘ place
for  a Chrneée man to raise a faﬁily in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuriesa. The 1902 Roya} Cbmmission on
Chinese Immigration recorded these views of a Chinese
wipness: »
| "A large 'proportign. of them would é%ing their

families here were it not for thé unfrien¥ly

reception they got here during recent years, whigh

creates an unsettled feeling."®*

12N -

Most Chinese men in Alberta were either bachelors or
.ma>ried but separated from their wife and family in 'China.
When enough .money could be saved, &he "married-bachelors".
returned to China to spend short periods of tIme with their
fémilies. Even this p;ag;i;e Qas. capitalized on by the ..

Canadian government. Each Chinese returning to China was’

required to pay.a fee in order to obtain a certificate of
, N

State, Ottawa, Canadg), Burnaby, Simon Fraser University, 30
November 1977, Table I-2, p. 6. :

st qf Peter.S. Li, "Immigration Laws and Family Patterns:
Some Demographic Changes Amohg Chinese Families in Canada
1885-1971", in Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol. XII, No. 1,
1980, p. 63. e ,
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There were few second generation Chinese Canadians in
Alberta since the growth ‘in their members was seriously

‘inhibited by the absence of Chinese women. In 1911, for

*
[y

example, only 11 out of 154 Chiqese in Edmonton, or 7
percent were’ born in Cahadas’; in 193} the percentage
declined slightly, with 32 Sut of 467 beirg Canadian*borﬁ.

The foreign-born Chinese remained in the majority éven'after
g-century of Chinese presence 1in Canada.*® The“ general_l
absence of Chinese women was to have profound effects on thé~
social and family lives of the Chinese men. The feélingg of
one elde; are expressed: " . . . back then females were not
allowed to come to Canada--it was pure torture . Lo

Although it was stsiblé for Chinese meu toointermarry with
non-Chinese women,‘ and a few of these unioﬁs did occur, jt

was largely prevented by social prejudice and hostility.

»

When dﬁé such marriage occurred in 1900 in Edmonton, notice

was made of it in the local newspaper which reported ' the

event as a "Russo-Chinese Alliance".‘®
Chinese organizations such as the Chinese Benevolent

Associations and clan societies‘’ arose to provide emotional

. : «O‘ R

and social support for the majority of men who were deprived
¥ :

of a family life, as well as for those individuals who were
53 See John Patrick Day, "Wong Sing-Fuen and the Sihg Lee
Laundry", (Paper prepared for the Historical and National
Science Services by Edmonton Parks and RecPeation),
Edmonton, Edmonton City Archives, November 1978, p. 7.

“° See Appendix B, Table V, on the Nativity of Chinese in
Canada, 1881-1971. o

¢' CCNC OHI 85-34, " K

¢** See Day, p. 7.

“3 The first appearance of these organizations in Canada is
discussed in Wickberg (ed.), p. 77-79; and Tan, p. 5.
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unable to\FOpe.with the problems imposed by prejudice and

discrimination. In essence, they were formed for social,

. fraternal, and benévolentrpurposes: Political groups like

the Chinese Freemaéons and the Chinese Nationalist Leagques
also fulfilled fhese_objectives. Branches of each could be
found iﬁQ_Edmontoﬁ, - Calgary, * and Lethbridge early in the
twentiegh century. These organizations served as brotecfor
and afpiter in theatChinese community. They provided
diréction and acted as.spokesmen when necessary in dealings

with the rest of Canadian society.. N

The Chinatowns of Alberta urban centres were partially

a prodhct of the constant hostility expressed by non-Chinese

Kl

citizens, not unlike Chinatowns elsewhere in North America.

§

They began ya& distinct areaé .Qf Chinese residencetand
evolved into refuges from social discrimination. The
boundaries of Chinatown provided protection from éhe
* \
persecution wreaked against the &hinese.“ Chinatown™ "was - a
place that provided a social life and some features of a
familiar culture with a certain amount of security. The
Chinese stayed in the thnatown because they were generally
hot accepted outside of them. In Chinatown they were assured
of p%otection in numbers and were comforted with sympathy
and hndefstanding from others suffering from the same
plight. The Chinese were. caught in at’vicious cycle of

suffering from prejudice, clinging together and becoming

tnbred and fearful, which made them an even readier target

*¢ Dawson, "The Chinese Experience . . . ", p. 134.

14
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of hostility.

An unpleasant product of the 1erge1y ﬁale:=Chinese
society was -the formetion of gambling;dens, brothels; un£fay
rooming houses, and anrinvolvement in drugs. The " image of
the Chinese enddging in these vices was soon ex;ggerated and
publieized as typical of all Chinese. 1In reality, the
majority of the Chinese had little time for phe pursuit of
these,ﬁorvany other types of leisu;evectihities.“‘ Tpey‘were
forced to keep long busineSsbhoﬁrs to meet cpmpetitipn and
have any hope of making'evenje small profit; their daily

routine was almost completely made Up of working, eating,

and sleeping. In order’ to realize even a small proflt a

N

Vsmall cafe on the Pralrles had to operate long hours every .

day for 365 days of the year with substantial cuts in prices

to meet competition.
v

The Chinese’ of Alberta were recognized as law-abiding

citizens despite the sensationalization of their different
custogs and habits and the involvement of a few 1n opium and

gambling. & Calgary alderman remarked:

-

" . There is one reason the Chinese are
unpopular and that is that they have got along so
well . . . Those discriminating are against them on

the grounds of rel1glon and race,"*’

In 1907, Edmonton Judge Emily Murphy wrote that it was wrong

to keep out law-abiding workers and noted that the Chinese

N

crime rate was below average. She maintained -that in

reality, the reason for anti-Oriental sentiment was:

¢ Clarkson, p. 16.
*¢ Dawson, p. 133.
f’ gf Dawson, p. 138.
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" . . the Chlnaman is too smart for us. Their
1ndustr1ousness “sobriety, frugality, intelligence,
and strength make them formidable competitors. The
problem is the Chinaman's virtues rather than his

vices."*¢? _ @g
3 N .

Thirteen years later, however, in her book The Black Candle,
e
Murphy highlighted the Chinese role¢in drug-trafficking and

warned the™public of the possibility of the black and yellow .

It

races taking over Canada.

-“dictated by the varied expressions of anti-Orientalism. Many
1
./ professions were slow

Occupatlonal tendencies of the Chinese were largely

,_(:';f’ ¥ .

L0
it

for the “Chinese in Alberta was confined primarily to the

service ‘d S/

bk
washlng were

c@ept thé Chinese. The job market

abtered industrial~/sectors.t Cooking and
| 3t ed .aomsstic and female work b}rthe
predominantlfowf'? {e:society at the timo and it ‘waS’
acceptable fotwthe Chinese to take on these duties. Some of
the Chinese who did not have the”capital to‘start their own
business found jobs as laoourers in mining camps or workers
in the sugar factorles of' Southern Alberta. Many others
worked in the food service 1ndustry as waiters, dlshwashers,
or any other positions aVailable. Chinese cooks and
ho%ssboys could be found in many urban households, farms,
and ranches. They were considered indispensable’' because of
their industriousness and also because they were looked upon
as status symbols for the wealthy. in Alberta. Some were also
seasonally employed as cqyboys on Albetta ranches.

-——— - ———— e e - - - ——

‘* qf Palmer, "Anti-Oriental . . . ", p. 41

o~



‘double that of their counterparts in Ontario but they could
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In "Alberta, a general refusal to accept the Chinese at
an equal or higher economic ‘o: occupational status was
prevalent. It had been a popular belief that the Chinese
were oniy useful as a source of industrial labour because of

their iypposed inferiority. This argument was often used as

<

w

a defence for Chinese immidrabion by employers who required

. Chinese labour 1in British Columbia. The Chinese in Alberta

C

and throughout the rest of Canada were tolerated as long as
they wefe confined to subgerviﬁnt labour and their own
‘ethnic sector.*’ A ‘- tenuous foothold® by the Chinese iﬁ
British Columbia in skilled labour was gradually undermined
and tkey were eventually expelled from it.’° The Chinese
were Gten forced to {eavé the regqular labour &harhet' and
enggﬂ into the marginal or periﬁgﬁﬁé vmarket}" taking jobs
unwanted by the " white sectér? Féf exanple, in Calgary the
wages'of housemaids at $15 to $30 a month was well over
not attract or hold white workérs for 1long.’? These
vacancies were filled by the Chinese who were willing to
éccept‘domestic wbrk: |

"The Chinese were forced to accept practically any job
at lower wages and working conditions. &fually the Chinese

men had families in Chiha to support and could not afford to

refuse employment. At any rate, the lower wages.usaa{{y
* Li, "A Historical Approach . . ..", p. 329.
° See Ibid., p. 328 for statistics.
2

“

Ibid. _ , _
Henry C. Klassen, "Life in Frontier Calgary”, in Anthony
W. Rasporich (ed.), Western Canada: Past and Present,
Calgary, McClelland and Stewart West, 1975, p. 46.
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. : C et
amounted to more than they would have earned 1in China, and R

thus were readily étg;pted. What made it 'possible for
émploye;s to pay lower- wages to the Chinese was also the
fact that the Chinese hadAnovbargaining power and émployers
simply refused to pay equiﬁable wages to a people whom they
considered facially inferior, Thﬁs; in Alberta the Chinese}
came “o be labelled as a source of "cheap  labour”
| fulfilling part of the stereotype image British Columbia ﬁad
‘promuléated. ; | |
Chinese Canédian life in Albéréé“wremaineé relatively

unchanged: until the second half of the twentieth century.
¢ : '
Chinese Canadian participation in World War 1II, although

reluctatitly accepted by thergovernment” was instrumental in
the successful repeél of the 1923 Chinese Immigration Act in
1947.;‘ The 1949 Communist-takeover in China had the effect
of convincing those Chinese who had refused to accept Canada

as a permanent home to now do so. Moreover, the nqtion’of a

superior race was discredited during the war’® and»ﬁhina had
b - N . . .

been an ally. The plight of the people in 'China wunder-

- v
Japanese aggressors also won sympathy from Canadians.
"3 See Patricia E. Roy, "The Soldiers Canada Didn't Want:
Her Chinese and Japanese Citizens", in Canadian Historical
Review, Vol. 59, Summer 1978, p. 50-69; and Carol F. Lee,
"The Road to Enfranchisementy: Chinese and Japanese in
British Columbia", in British Columbia Studies, Vol. 30, p.
44-76. -
"¢ The Chinese Canadian role in the Second World War is
documented in Government of Canada, Uncommon Courage:

“Canadian Secret Agents in the Second World War, Ottawa,
Veteran Affairs Canada, 1985. .

s Morris Davis.and Joseph F. Krauter, The Other Canadians:

PPoflleiiof Six Minorities, Toronto: Methuen Publications,

- 1971, 67, examines how the«deter10rat§bn<9f prejudice has
'affeéted the Chinese and Japanese and vice versa. ,

y
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Consequently, the following vyears saw .the mellowing of

Canadian society in its treatment of Chinese Canadians.’*

Concluding Remarks

The Ofgrmal and informdl sanctions directed sat the

‘Chinese in Alberta during 1885 to 1947 were, by and large,y

expressions of racism on the part of its white citizens.

'Anti-C.ingse sentiment in the province was perpetuated by

the - parallel movement in B#itish Columbia. where it

originated. The threat of "White Canada" and its economic *

" base belng dlsrupted by a "horde of ‘the yellow peril” lacked

groundsvof substance in Alberta..The Alberta Chinese were
small in number and engaged largely in industries ahUnned by
the whitéa. Still, hostility-‘gave rise to a host of
discriminatory measures from federal and local governments,
which only reinfarced the concept of inequality and promoted .

prejudice and injustice. All aspects of Chinese Canadian

life could not help but be affected. The evolution of the

Chinese community" and: the lifestyle of its members were
products of the discrimination. The Chinese in Alberta -

endured the severe and prolonged era of racial intolerance

and adapted ﬁsi’best they could. :

¢ Laws regulat%ﬁg Chinese immigration were not on equal
“footing with other racial groups or nationalities until 20
- years after the repeal of the Chinese ExclusionrAct. It was

not until 1967 that Canada adopted the use of the ‘p01nt
system" for evaluating all persons wishing to immigrate to
Canada regardless of race or country of origin,
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“that bériddibalong with a chanée

11-‘TRADITIONAL'EDUCATIQN IN CHINA AND CHINESE CANADIANS

, %?rior ‘to the mid-twentieth century, many Chinese

Canadians recef®ed some or all of their -education 1n

Kwangtung, China.‘These:people, and their experiences, may

be divided into three distinct groups representing different
N ,

periods of educational development in China between the

later Hblf' of the nineteenth certuzy and- the first ‘half of

P

the twentieth century.

‘The first group consists of the earliest Chinese

[}

‘arrivals who came before 1898 while . the Ch'ing Dynasty

(1644-1911) was in power. ' Although littﬂg is known.about

their actual educational experiences, tHe school program

that ~ was familiar to _themvwould have been centred around

f b

China's ancient imperial examination system for recruiting

the ruling bureaucracy.

Those immigrants who arrived in Canada from about the

turn of the century to 1923 make up*the,secénd-group.,DurinQ

~

<

.in government, China's

~educational  system underwent a ‘transition from classical

I

teachings to a*more Westernized curriculum. The rural and
village schoolks: of Kwangtung, 'howevery' were slow - in.

implementing the modern subjects and ' new educational

‘practices.- Like. the first group, attainihgua%functional

_leﬁel‘df literacy was about the extent that they received

A : :
before emigrating.

44
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"Receiving a Chinese education retained its importance

1 AT

‘ even after settlement in Canada, as shown by the efforts the
‘rgghinese immigrants made in trying to have their children
‘receive similar schooling. One route that was taken to

‘acgomplish this was to send their children back  to

N .
Kwangtung. This first generation of Canadian-born Chinese,

whe are now middle aged or older, make up the membership of

the‘third‘and.last group who received an education in China.

They are largely proficient in bdth English and Chinese; but

having their Cénadian education interrupted = in order to
study in the Chinese Republic has produéed mixed  feelings
regarding their parénts‘ decision on this matter. The
experience of s;hooling‘ in China ddes, nevertheless,
illustrate the transmissiog across the ocean 'of the

centuries-old high regard for learning, which in effect

shaped the upbringing of Canadian youth of Chinese antestry,

The First Chinese Immigrants: Rud%menta;y 'Schooling ;Undef

the Traditional Chinese Educational System

The type of education. the earliest Chinese immigrants
to Canada reéeived,‘ before coming to "Gold Mounté{n" was
undoubtedly that of the traditional system which dates back-
to the second cehtury'A.D. For centuries the Chinese have

' G. R. Taylor in "An Investigation of Chinese School§ in
Canada", . (Unpublished Master of Education Thesis); Montreal,

'McGill University, .1933, reports that the length of school
‘attendance among the Chinese in Canada at the time varied

from a few months to 8 years. The average period of study
was 3.76 years. His survey included "some old Chinese" who,
it is presumed would have® been aged 65 or over at the time. -
For more information see Taylor, p.'5 & 100.
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held education andjthe educated male? in the highest esteem.
The educational Sysﬁem was theOfetically the only éhannel
for social mobilityJ and governing officials were selected
‘from the literati”on ﬁhé basis of their pg;formanée‘iq civil

service examlnatlons. " The "three great examinations"*
* The education of girls in Ancient China was not a priority
and only a few from the wealthier classes were ljiterate.
Although women were considered inferior to men, iﬁugatioﬁ
was not completely denied to them. Arthur H. Smith in Rex
Christus: An Outline Study of China, New York, MacMillan
. Company, 1907, p. 171 reports that the educatlon of girls
was in no way opposed to the theories of the Chinese but
only to their practice. Those families that could afford to,
educated their girls gn China--but only after the education
for the boys in the f§ily was provided- for. Most Chinese
parents were reluctant to send their daughters to schools as
they feltqthat any assets acquired would be lost to the
family of the man to whom she would eventually marry. The
following analogies were quoted in Pat Barr, %o China With
~Love: The Lives and Times of Protestant M rsglohames in
China 1860-1900, London, Secker and Warburg, 1972, pv 60:
"To educate a glrl was like sowing a field of some other man
or like putting a gold chain around someone else'ss puppy."
Evelyn S.Rawski in Education and Popular ther'acy\m Ch’ing
China, Ann Arbor, The University of Michigan Press, 1979, p.
6, reports that regional variance.in female literacy was
probably great and cites the province of Kwangtung as. an
"example where high levels of female literacy was existent in
the late 1800's. Her assertion is based.on 1896 census
statistiecs for Hawaii where 25 percent. of. the Chinese women
immigrants were literate. Sally Borthwick,.Education and
Social Change in Ching: The Beginnings of the Modern Era,
Stanford, Stanford University, Hoover Instltutlon Press,
1983, p. 114, notes that South Chlna;aand partltularly
Canton seems to have been particularly eqlaghwéned in its
provision of school facilities for the educatibn’ of- Women.
She points out that a nineteenth centufy woman m15513%aryba
had personally visited two Chinese girls' schooks in South
China and knew of 31 other such schools.

? For information on social stratification in China- durlng
the Ch'ing Dynasty, see.Charles O. Hucker, China’s ImpePlal
Past: An Introduction to Chinese.History and Culture, »
Stanford, Stanfdrd University Ppess, 1975, p. 337-342; and
Immanuel C. Hsu, The Rise of Modern Chfna, (Second Edition),
New York, Oxford University Pregs, 1875, px 95-110.

"¢ For informatiom on the Imperial Examinati n .System see.,ﬁ;vf'iv

L.- Hawks Pott, The Emergency in China, Néw York, Missionary
Educational Movement of the United States and Canada,v4913¢‘gA
Harlan P. Beach. Dawn on the Hills of Tang(Rev. ed.), New .~

+
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standardized the eugriculuh throughout the .empire ahd.were
the only avenue to the governtpg class. Consequently,# the
nature of the Chinese éduhatlonal system was to hrepare
students to wrihe these examinations.

Although the early immigrants who came from Kwangtung
to Canada receivedv some rudimentary schoolihg’I ih'this
system,\\t i's unllkely they ‘had any real aspiiatiehsv of |
com;\ttnd in the exalinations; or’if they did, Their hopegku
were probably abanéoned upon emlgratlng On _the wholé, 1t
was benef1c1al for even a farmer to have soée schoollng but

farmers . and the poor do not have far-reus~hing

ambitions; they. do not expect their sons to %9 more chan,

several hundred dharacters and Toughly - Kknc . the .

~meanings."* Literacy enabled the common people to efend

el 2 . ‘ .' «
themselves from extortions of the letteredq and t:- avoid
family humiliations.’ In addition, it facilitat~J the.
necessity of reading official documents, recelpts, or

bills.® More importahtly, literacy or just evef having a”son'
*(cont'd) York, Student Volunteer Movement For Forelgn
Missions, 1905; .Pat Barr, To China With Love ;, . . .; and
Charles K. Edmunds, Modern Educatlon in China, Washington,. =
D.C., Government Printing Off) e, 1919, A description of the .
Canton Examination Hall may L~ found in Rev. John Arthur - =
Turner, Kwangtung or Five Years in South China, Hong Konggw
Oxford University Press, 1982, (First published by S. W. o
Partridge & Co., London, 1894) p. 159-160. For a photograph.‘
of th examlnatlon halls see, Stephen Endicott, James G. :
- Endicadtt: Rebel Out of China, Toronto, University of Toronto,
Press, - 1980. L) '
* Peylor, pv 5. Also, see "Jade in the Mosaic: The East“’
AsianExperience in Canada", (Transcript), Ideas, Montreal,
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporat1on 1986, p. 2.
“ gf Rawski, p. 49. Also see Chinese Canadlan National
Council Oral History Interview (CCNC ‘OHI) 86-19. B :
’ Borthwick, p. 27. ‘ g
* Ibid. See also Rawski, p. 13-22. Rawski provides a

/



Pt}

e

N e X . :
N\ : B - ‘48
;n;scﬁbOI,’ enhanced not only that person's status but the
‘kntire family's standing in the community.

5y '

The traditional educational system of Kwahgtung

" required. severe discipline and' complete - submission to.a

rigid program of studies. It emphasized rote learning and

‘the memorization of Chinese history, Confucian ethics, and
, e
: wd
‘the classics. The classics were so h1ghly valued because
’

,they represented the ideal to be followed--the golden'age of

_;Yaolvand Shung,‘usually’dated'ln the third millenhium B.C:'°®

13

as formidable as the rote learning and memgﬁization‘ may

seem.ﬁ: schoolff did  involve ‘more  than book-learningf

-

. Appropr1ate classrcom conduct was con51dered mosx essentlal

"reinforcement in éyeryday life.

\

for. ‘students ‘ Ethlcal pr1nc1ples ,were expressed in
r1t'a115t1c act1v1t1es practlced in honour of ' Confucius or

othen amfestors at regular 1ntervals by the teacher and his

.U

students." ‘The themes of f111al piety aqd proper behav1or

3

toward family _members ‘were the ba51c element of the

"3

,Confuc1an teach1ng conveyed in the elementary schools In \\
: - 7 N
add1t1onJ respect for t%ﬁ@hers and other elders was taught. A

"Su¢h JValues - became almost ingrinsic '4through _constant

" s
i

g

<\\

. &)
& 0
0

(cont a) thorough dlscu551on on the advantages farmers and
’v1llagers saw in 'being literate and the condltaons of the

~Ch'ing Dynasty that promoted it.

* Rawski, p. 21. = ‘
**Arthur Henderson Smith, The Upllft Of China (Rev. ed.),

. New York, M1551onary Educatxon Movement of the United States

- '' Ibid., p. 45 "3' ‘; _ o

and Canada, 1912, ps 61. 7

' 1bid.
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Ecademically, the course of study was dividéd into

- -

thrge stages.'® The first‘stage was restricted:to commigging
the canonical books'*‘ to memory and learning how *tb write
characters. A Agj}igent student devoted his entire dayhtb
review work, recitation; reading, and writing. Missionaries *
have observed that school often began at dawn and lasted

@

until 8:00 a.m. when the students went home for breakfast;

they returned for further instruction until dinper, &Hich

. was at 2:00 p.m. and then, their time was spent studyihg
. : ' ¢

until sunset.'® At some schools meals were served at school

expense.,'* One school in Kwangtung was noted to have. begun

2

its daily program at sunrise -until, 5 p.m.: w.ithg3 only an
"

hour's interval.'’ A popular teachi method* used at the
time was termed "backing the books", in which p&ssages were

chanted aloud hour after hour by the student “and then

TR

repeated from mémOry with his back to the teachef;“ Few

Chinese immigrants to Alberta. would have advanced’ passed
. ’ ' \ : ) ]
this stage as it occupied the first 6 to 7 years of

schooling. In fact, few students in China ever got beyond
the first- or second stage'® of study where explanations of
.
the textbooks were finally provided and the art of ,
'3 Pott, p. 144 4 ~ | ” ¥ ,é?
"4“These canonical books refer 'to the "Four Books" which aréb”q
The Analects of Confucius, Mencius, The Great Learnlng and
The Doctrine of the Mean; and the "Five Classics" which are
The Book of Odes, Book of Documents, Book of Rites, Book of
Change, and The Spring and Autumn Annals. .
s Edward Wilson Wallace, The Hearnt of Szchuan (Rev. ed.),
Toronto, Methodist Missions Roomsi#1%903, - p. 146.

‘¢ Rawski, p. 44.
’ Turner, p. 157. - . é ¢

'* Barr, p. 98; and Turner, p. 158.

* Pott, p. 144. ~ o S
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v-.composition was ‘taught. The '?inal program- of study"’
encouraged'"students to read -mure, widely, especially the
works of famous scholars. At this level students practiced

composing the” type of essays: and poemé required by the

~ \ —

imperial examinations.

As the government examinations were open to youths of

3 ]

eve}y social rank,?° "educational achievement across the
empire was -encouraged. Every parent in Kwangtung who could
spare the expense would have sent his child to school?’ but
since education was a private enterprise, ‘the ~aristocraky
made up the majority of the - student .class. Those who

received an education were considered privileged. Even among
the poorest, nevertheless, the slightest sign in a boy of a

L

capacity for book 1earniﬁg was watched for by all in  thé

*

district.?** Funds requiredgfor continued studies wei;.often

readily provided by a patron or members -of zthe' clan or

.t

~district since a candiddte for the exam1natlon obtalﬁeg a
lasting honour for all byfis success. o : ELT

- Alberta's earliest Chinese immigrants attended private
schools 1in 'Kwangtdng._-There were four kinds of private
schools available: the family school, clan schooi, village °

school, and the privatg?academyg Kwangtung was noted for an
)

enormous number of schools during\thé‘ fifteen century--for

__________________ : ’ \

~2° Only the sons of jailors, executloners, scavengers, and °
actors were 1ne11g1ble to compete in the imperial
examinations.
*' Turner, p. 157. :
12 Herbert A. Giles, The Civilization of China, London,
Williams and Norgate, 1911, p. 127, .
13 Ibid.
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every one academy there were 11 schools.?* Economic and

geographic resources dictated the Quality of e@ucation these
’ o
private institutions provided. The +amily school and its

N 3 . . ~ D -
tutors catered primarily to the wealhy official and gentry

classes, and the clan school was generally open only to

children of the same surname. The teacher of the clan school

¢

was often a clan elder who possessed sufficient knowledge of

Chinese reading and writing to pass on these skills. Fees at

. the villagen school were oharged according to what the

paregts §ould afford. This type of school was the most

commonly attended by the early emigrants to Alberta. These

schools were organized and sponsored Sykleading families of
. _ ' i

the village. They were sometimes referred to as "cbarity

"héllsf or "charity schools" and were located in sucg/public

‘

' places as temples and ancestral halls.?® The last category

of private -'schools, the academies, offered high-level
academic studies in large cities or ' isolated locations of
éxceptional natural beauty and employed nationally known

'r
scholars as ' instructors. Encompassed 'with an elaborate

netwog& of academles, the Canton?* basin in Kwangtung ‘was

one @f the most academically prestigious areas of the

*4 Frederic Wakeman Jr., Strangers at the Gate Social :
Disorder in:South Chlna 1839-1861, Ber%eley, Un1ver51ty of
California Press, 1966, p. 184,

25 China Handbook Editorial Committee (Compilers), Education
and Science, Beijing, Foreign Languages Press, 1983, o

(Translated by zhou Yicheng, Cai Guanping, and. Lou

Huzhang.), p. 3. Also see, CCNC OHI 86-18 and 86-10. See
Wakeman Jr., p. 64 for information on the usage of school
buildings in the militia. :

¢ In Mandarin romanlzed form, Canton is Guangzhou

1



Q

1S

country.?’ It contributed to establishing the reputation of
the capital city, Cantbﬁ, as being a lively intellectual
centre in the 1820s and 1830s.?
N o ' ‘ P
S .
Educat1onal Reform and the Pers1stence of Tradition

The period between 1898 and 1923 saw significant

changes in the educational system of traditional China,

although not all the emigrants who left for Canada during

this period experienced the new curricula becauger of the

tardiness with which the reforms reached rural i ~angtung.

Curriculum and methods were slow to change in the rural

. % .
schools but the emigrants were able to acquire a level of-
litgracy that later enabled them to maintain contact with _
their ., family 1in China when they reached Canada. StepS to

change the system were actually initiated decades earlier'in_

response to Western imperialism but were neither extensive

nor successful.

Humiliation and losses from the Opium Warsz"convinced
a few progressive-thinking Chinese officials that - in order
P

to acquire ‘the superlor weapons of the West, the Chinese "had
*’ Wakeman Jr., p. 181. Also see, Rawsk1 p. 11-12 for
information on lxteracy rates in Canton. '

** Ibid., p. 181, :
** China's international policy under the Ch' ing Dynasty was
that of a closed door, with he exception of the port of
Canton which was open to tra e with the West. This

restricted access into China remained until the military

'might of Great Britain, during:the Opium War of 1840 forced

a change in policy. The series of "Unequal Treaties" that
followed opened five ports to Britain and granted a number

of . othe@roﬁltable concessions to that country. For more
n

informa on the Opium Wars, see Edgar Holt, The Opium
$Wars in Chma, London Putnam, 1964. '



53

to be trained in{Western learning. For some time, Western
learning was availabie only at-mission schools?®® and the few
gonernment schools which had been.established in 1862.’; The
reformers 'regretted that the_traditional educational system
had lost contact with reality, becoming instead an empty
literary exercfse, inadequate as ‘a Dbasis for‘recruiting

officials to meet China's changing needs.“‘- L

The process of educatlonal cta~ge was an extremely slow -

i

one because the newer type of learnlng did not prepare the
students for the civil service examlnatlons which paved the

way to the highly desired ruling ranks. A shortage in

‘qualified personnel to  teach the new subjects was another

*® None of the oral history interviewees réceived any
education in the mission schools. Missionary education in
China began in the nineteenth century, offering an
unwelcomed alternative to the centuries-old traditional |
system but did not gain the acceptance of the Chinese until
decades later. Its purpose for existence was to evangelize
and the program was initially cé6nfined to religious
teachings and rudimentary Chinese. The student populace at
. the time was mainly composed of beggar boys. As missions
gained more adult converts, the mission schools aimed
towards providing an education for the children of. the
converts. The curriculum gradually expanded to include an
increasing number of Western subjects. By the late
‘nineteenth century those wishing to acquire a knowledge of
Western subjects sought the services of mission schools. For
more information, see Hilda Mah, :"The Development of Mission
Sthools ,in China in the Nineteenth Century", Unpublished
aper, Edmonton 1984,
. Reformers were eventually able to secure government
'%%gnthorlzatlon for the establishment of a few military and
1plomat1c training academies that were based:on Western
educatlon, these.were known as the Tung-wen Kuans. Such *
4ﬁn;yat10ns wereué ossible only because their promoters were

3

Wi o justify rimportance of the schools to China's

Fha® defence.®Wr more infermation, see: Knight .
g¥erstaff, The Earliest Modern Government Schools in o
Chzna Ithaca, New York, Cornell.University PBress, 1961, p. |,
75. ‘ ‘

L 32 William Ayvers, Chang Chih-tung and Educat ional Reform in
China, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1971, p. x.

-
9
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handicap to the success of reforms in Kwangtung and

elsewhere in China.?’ Any proposal for educational reform

was, furthermore, usually resisted at the highest levels of

- o

government since the proposals threatened the traditional .

4

system through which the the rullng ranks had attalned the1r

positions;- in essence,‘thelr credibility was at stake. In

Kwangtung, crucial support from provincialgofficials and the,’

local gentry vwas- also lacking.®* Resistance to Western
teachings emahated from the populace -in Kwangtung.’®

Students of the first non-missionary Western-style school in

Canton had to contend with jeering in the skreets®* until

that type of schooling became more popular.

Attempts in 1898 by Emperor Kuang Hsu to institute

-

reforms officially were unsuccessful.ﬁhn the brief period

called the Hundred Days Reform from June to September 1898,

A

.@%forts were made to 1ntroduce changes in many' areas of

Chinese life, including eduoatlon. ” The. proposals advocated
Q )
the abolition 'of the imperial examination system,

replacement of the .Confucian classics with practical

33 yor more inform n, see Edward J. M. Rhoads, China’s
" Republ ican Revoluti 1,895-1913, Cambildge, Harvard
University Press, 1975, p. 52-54.

*¢ Ibid., p. 36. .

2% In contrast, a Western styie’schoor in"Bejjing (Peking)
_1n the 1890s was reported to have attracted more students
than it could handle. Seﬁlgbrthw1ck p. 63.

>¢ Ibid., p. 63 prov1des ®n account of a former student's
experience during these times. For other revelations of the
harassment prevalent in the new schools see, Rhoads, p.
176-177,

7 Forty reform edicts were issued. Other aspects affected
by the Hundred Days Reform lie in the bureaucratic system,
the military, media, national budgets, agrlculture roads,
and transportation.
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subjects, the promotion of study abroad, and-theforeatioﬁ?of

‘modern schools. The imperial edicts were rescinded by the

Empress Dowager._' . . Joo
It,was not until seven years later_ that the Empress
reinstated the’ reforms, prompted by the Boxer Rebellion of

1900 ‘which brdught about thg*slaughtef' of many Westerners

and Chinese Chrlst1an5,,amd.saw China subsequently invaded

by armed forelgngrs.,lt te ﬁ'theée :catastgophic events' to

convince 51gn1ﬁ1cant hbers of 'the Chinese ruling class

>

. that tradltlonal 1deas, instltutlons and methods were no

longer capable of protect1ng the country

In 1907 ‘modern educatlon .was - advocated‘ in- all

St

government schools.’’ The nen'gyStemi.was ‘modelled on the

A3

Japanese one which called {orﬁspeoialization after middle

Lo e - _ o
- school to produce specialists- for _government seérvice.*'®

Changes occu;red more readilY‘ at the hxgher levels of
education as it was easiert Qo’ estab11sh colleges than
primary schools.*' ngher, eduoation nas actually ./given
priority over“felementary SChooIing, in etfect creating a
weakness at the base of the systemf;"This, hoyever, did not

3. B1ggerstaff p 93.

3 The modern government schoc; " eong1nued to be ~upported
by the Republic government that succeédeo the Ch'ing Dynasty
in 1911, R

‘° John K. Fairbank and Edwin O. Re@schaué} in China:
Tradition and Transformation, Bostonj HOUthon and Mifflin
and Company; 1978, p. 393, assert thax Chxna looked to Japan
for curriculum and teachers because" Japan 's language,
literature, and customs were close to fhat -of China's. Also,
China-had already established a relatic- “ip with Japan

since 1896 in terms ~f Chinese student¢ . 1g to Japan to -
study. For more information, sef Fairbe o. 393,
‘' Ibid.:

‘* Ibid.
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deny 'lite;acy to .those who acquired primary schoéling. It
" has, been determined that students who attended school for -2

or 3 years were eqguipped to' read and-wri;é simple materials,

”

.since in the first year of schoqling as many 'ésq 2000
characters could be included in theyreﬁding vocabulary.*’
Thus, the majorify of Chinese kimmigrants in vAlberté
possessed a relatively high degree of functional literacy, a
characteristic which had provided the foundation for China's

o Pae, . s
wcenturies-old complex political, social, and economic

L) . .
institutions.**

<

Under the Chinese Republic whiéh succeeded the Ch'ing
‘Dynasty in 1911, the educational system was sub-ect to
further reforms. Efforts to resgructure fhe organization of
‘schools and modify curricula to imitate those of Westefn'
'hétions were hastened by the new government.k Foreign ideas
and methods Qere‘introduced to China by guest lecturers such
as John Dewey.** Ideas of "compulsory education and mass

education began to take root, and to aid their development

"7Rawsk1 p. 53.

i+ For further discussion of the role of functional
literacy, 'see Rawski, p. 1-27. Rawski estimates that 30 to
45 percent'Qf the men and 2 to 10 percent of the women in
Ch'ing Chind possessed some ability to read and write. She
also notes thaf in the rural districts of Kwangtung in the
early nineteenth century, it was highly probable that not
more -than 40. to 50 percent of the men could read as compared
with an estimated 80 to 90 percent male literacy rate in the
provincial capital of Canton.

¢ Lu-Dzai Djung, A History of Democratic Education in
“odenn China, Shangha1 China, The Commercial Press,
Limited, 1934; p. 9. Djung reports that other eminent
scholars who lectured in China and established contacts with
Chinese intellectual leaders and students include Bertrand
Russell, Paul Monroe, G. R. Twiss, W. A. McCall, and Helen
Parkhurst. " . o

. N
a ¢
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the adoption of pei- hwa“ in textbooks was encouragedﬁ

N e

it Pept
Gradually Western learnlng became more 5qd ,{'

university examinations. A change in attltude of the Ch1nese
people towards foreigners and modern education contributed
td’the progress. The fact that the leeder,of the nation, Sun
Yaeksen, was a gfaduate of . Western e?ubational

inst¥tutions*’ helped to establish the «credibility of the

L]

educational reforms. By the 1920s many university
examinations even inclyded rigid tests in English. Not many
‘of the emigrants, however, received formal instruction in

English prior to sett}ding in Albersm.‘® AR
4 _ . v
Under the previous Japanese model, complete schooling

‘fgom p}imary school to.university was to last 26 years.*
The new system established by the Republic shortened the
length of SChooling to 15 years. It consisted of 4 years of

cempulsory lower primary schooling, .3 years ot higher

‘¢ Pei-hwa, a version of spoken Chinese, was used to
encourage wider literacy. See Djung, p. 9; Edmunds, p. 25;
and Wickberg (ed.), p. 171. Chinese books and literature had
previouslyibeen written in three .styles: the Wen-1i, the®
Kwan hwa (Mandarin), and the Tu-hwa. The wen-1li consisted of
‘the classics ad commentaries whi_h expressed soc¢ial,

ethical, philesophical, and historical thoughts of the
nation. This style tould be read only by scholars. The Kwan
hwa consisted of novels and kindred literature. The Tu-hwa
included the provincial dialects, novels, and kindred
literature. See George E. Hartyell, "GPaﬂéry of Heaven",
Toronto, The Committee on Missionary Education, 1939, p. 39.
‘7 sun Yat-sen, father of the Republic attended school in
Hawaii and Hong Kong. See Hsu, p. 550-591.

"4* While a few were taught some English vocabulary ‘and how
to count ih English by visiting overdeas Chinese or other
people in the village, only one elder claimed to have been
*taught Engllsh as a subject 1in school.

4 Chlna Handbook . . ., p. 6.

. ‘
o \ - £



: Y:

pr1mary, 4 years of middle school, énd between 4 to.7 years
of post ‘secondary schoollng 5° The’ average length of study
spent by the second group of emigrants prior to coming to
Canada is approximately 5 years;‘ranging from at least 2
fears to fO years.5 o | |

The signifioeht'aspect of educational development in
China during the first twohdecades of this oentury is not

" the ‘actual changes but . the fundamentalirshift in  the

formulatlon of educatlonal policy.*? For ‘the nation as a
wnole,~ thé tradltlonal pattern persisted, and the.modern
schools exisred-in addition to,‘rathenghan as substirutions

for the 1:radrit\ior-1al'"schools."SJ It was in the; rraditional -
Kwangtung’ schools Before andaafter the turn of the cenrury

- that the majority of the Chinese emigrants to Alberta

received their schooling. As one elder recalls: *

" ., . . We just memorized the words and didn't know
the meaning. We had to read a whole chapter without
understanding . . . the teachers in China taught us

~'dead words', old poems. They didn't even explain
them to us. We didn't know what it meant; but I'm .
sure when you get up to a higher grade, like 7 or 8,
they would have explained what it meant.”"*®*

Even the traditionally long hours of school operation
continued during this period: ' : .

"As soon as you washed up you went to school. Then
*° For an organlzatlonal chart ,?-see Edmunds, p. 15.
' This ‘1gure is base@ on the dral histories examined, of
which 22 1nterv1ewees récelved an educatlon in China before
emigrating.
*? Chang-Tu Hu (ed.) Chmese Educatlon Under Communism
(Second Edition), New York, Teachers College Press, 1974, p.
19, ' ‘
2" Ibid., p. 18.
%4 CCNC OHI 86-30, 85-27. Similar recollectlons were
expressed in €CNC OHI 85-20 and 86-19.

-
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4 - went home and got somethlng to eat.'After you

vo
ate, you would go back until it was dark. Then " you
would go home and sleep."*®*®

L]
-

Yet it was this rigid- schaol system “that the emigrants

respected and tried to provide for their children.

A ﬁBrokenkEducation" For the Native-Born Generation

Those “early immigrants.who could afford to, sent the1r
childrenfback to rheA homeland for an education. These
children attended school in China primarily throughout the

, 1920s 'and 1930s during the rule of the hhinese Republic.

They spent their time in Kwangtung under ‘a lative's

guardianship or under the care of one parent while the:other

"

remalned in Cana@a, as this- Chlnese Canadlan experlenced:

" . . . 1 feel that they wanted us to learn more .
about Chinese tradition,  culture, and customs
because if it wasn't, they wouldn't have taken us
back to China. My mother took us back dad stayed
here and ran the business. ‘

N

There have also been cases where ‘the enrire family moved ' to
China Dbecause a parent passed ayay. While .there were
children who travelled ﬁo China aS preschoo1ers, more often
the children were oneshwhose Canadganveducation'was_"broken
off"‘in the elementary or junior high years in favour of a

Chinese one overseas.?®

‘ ~

. ®% CCNC OHI 85-37. Similar reports of attending school from
dawn to dusk were made in CCNC OHI 85-37, 86-23, 86-5, and
86-19, A : o

¢ CCNC OHI 85-8. ’ Y
57 Ten of the Canadian born Chinese whose oral hlStOfleS
were collected attended school in China. They were born
between 1913 and '1930.
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t
The system of education that -they entered after,'1922

was particularly Americ oriented. Thef organ1?atlonal

structure was modified to foNow the Ameridan "g-3-3 Plan",

that is, 6 year$ of primary school, 3‘yeara of .junior middle/

l

school, and %3 years of seniorA h1gh schoolr5 omplete
ol R

“*schooling from primary to unlver51ty .trthe ,new_‘system-

‘lasted 16—18 years with, 2 to 6 years 1h unlver51ty

o

which included applled : sc1en%es,J' forelgn.,languagés’

N v

and 1ndustr1al sign: flcance - Iﬁstruct1on and read1ngs weue'

J

. ;;/m' X ~ Geneowml
made ¢nn the vernacular 1nstead of the “many dlﬁferent
I L A )b/ ’
classical Chinese forms. Thé method of 1nstruct1oﬁ«€hat was
! ' fd/l, -

promoted was learnlngjyby«,rat;onallzatlon rather than

k) r'd N e o N A

-prlmarlly memornzatlon

Althop@% . Confucian classigs were abolished, an
. r;“j o

';empha51s on ethlcs ?was nﬁintained:<ﬁcharacter. development

"&‘, — I .
'unﬁkr the Republic was built onfthereight cardinal virtues

.on loyalty, f111a1 paety, benevolence,}—loJe, faithfulness,

‘v

;rlqsteousness, peace, and harmonyr ® 'BEnsuring that their

‘v . ,5 A‘ $
-chlfaren ‘were ralsed on}}h@*prope% Confucian pr1nc1ples of
G T
f111al ey qu&ranteed tgat the parents would b&/ looked

** For 1nformatlon*®n§other’changes related to educaETo///

~after 1922, see: Dgung, p. 36-40, 52-68, 79-81. These

include developments in compulsory schoollng, women's
education, co-ed classes, in the primary grades, special
education classes, new readers, language policy, and teacher
training. ‘

**' Edmunds, p. 16

*° Li-Fu Chen, Chinese Education Durlng the War (1937-1942),
Q.p., The Ministry of Education, 1942, (Reprinted 1943), p.
5. ’ ; :

4
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5~‘c%rr1culum expanded to%iaﬂf ultrdlsc1p11nary one

[ 2

vocational education and swbjects Qf ’study hav1ng social

TN



61

7

after in their old age; as Confucius says) "0f all which a

filial son may attain to there  is nothing greater than

" honour in- his parents." This was a desirable asbect of the

Chinese educational system .that causee 1t to be favoured
over the Canadian‘one. : , - ®
Providing a Chinese education for their children was;
also petceiyed as preparation for Ehe realities of ‘eafly
twentieth ethury;-Canadian‘ society which iimited Chinese
Cana@ian participation in various areas of social,

¢

political, and professional 1life. One of the many people

with a broken educetionj tries to explain his parents'

decision to send him to China for schooling:

”

-+ . . 1 can give their reasons but I couldn't give
yoy, mine because I had no control over it. . . . at
the time, they&@elt from their percept1on life 1in
this country was. limited in opportunities for thelr
ch1ldren to really grow, and be able to maximize
their w@alnlng or education; or even to achieve
thei. maximum in:the learning process. Because of
the heavily structured prejudices that existed

they felt that it was impossible to overcome, so
they regigned to that fact. . . . 1f you feel
hopeless about a situation, you don't want to fight
the system me N

While a thnese education overseas enabled the native
born to functlonusuccessful]y within the conflnes of the‘
Ch;nese community; '~ some encountered difficulties in’
readjustihg to Canadian society.*? Being native-born,

fluency in English was expected from them but this ability

“'* CCNC OHI 86-34. Similar sentiments were expressed in CCNC

tOHI 86-10.

¢ A rec1procal reaction by the local v1llagers in Ch1na was
noted by one interviewee, that is, differential treatment
was dlsplayed towards her because of her lack of knowledge
of the Chinese culture and language.
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was.lest during the yea}s in‘China‘wnere there.was no chance
for them« to practite"their‘.English f"Upon returning to
‘Canada some found themselves attendlng English classes like
:thelr‘ fathers 9nd grandfathers ‘had  done when‘they first

immigrated. A natlve born descrhbes her feelings upon

returnlng after an absence of 11 years

"o . you feel llke you're sort of reborn.

‘During the years in China, 1 didn't have anyone to
speak English to . . .. When they started asking' me
guestions at .immigration, I couldn't answer them.
Some words. I could catch, .and some I couldn't. I was,
scared . . . . It sort of came back to me little by
little . « . .. I'm glad that I did get some. Chinese

‘education, and 1 think it changed my whole
llfe-—belng in China . . .{(though if I hadn't gone
to China) I probably (would have) received a higher
education here and gone to better things."**"

“The feeling that the broken educatlon they recelved hlndered
the1r progress and opportunlty in Capadian society is
expressed by another member:

"The only thlng that bothered me was my (broken)
schooling and I felt I didn't have enough so I could
improve myself here. (For example . . . ), you fill

in a.- job application and they see that your last
grade was 7°. . . when I was in the army, I was
doing well in every aspect. I was working in officer
training school but when they looked at my record,

my grade 7, I was out. . .'. so I felt handicapped -
because of my-education . . . "f°® !

For another native-born who was an honours student in his

first six years of:schooling ianlberta, an interruption of
~** The native-born who had to learn or relearn the English
language Lpon return included Personal Oral History.
Interview (POHI) 84 7, CCNC OHI 85 41, 85-15, 86-34 and
86-10.

** CCNC OHI 86—10 Other interviewees also experienced.
difficulties in readjusting to Canadian society upon their

return. See Personal Interview (PI)25 October * 1986 and CCNC ' ...

OHI 86-31. | | N S
*s CCNC OHI 85-15. Similar views are expressed in CCNC OHI =
86-34. ' : ; g
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several years in China resulted in a loss of interest: o

. . . s o
continue his studies upon his return.**

The proportion of the native-born who‘electe@>to’pursue'

careers in China were either spared “such disappeointments or

did so because -of them. Alberta newspapef5~0cﬁasionally

. N i .

reported stories of Chinese Canadians having gone to China
, : ‘1

to do Jjust that before 1949.¢" This was actually .a
propensity - that’ the Republic governmeht had.m,.hopEg, for

through their efforts 1in encouraging overseas Chinese, to

send their cKildren back to study 1in ;Chiha. The Chinesé

”Republic‘ saw the potential of the»overseas Chinese in the
future developmgnt, of the Republic ‘and . the role ﬁhat
education could play -in securing loyaltiesn'to ﬁhe home
government. *’ The Repuglic even formed é- Commission on
Overseas Education yhidh looked éften_the géucationai needs
of Overseas Chinés; both in and out of China. Special
classes or schools, ofteni with “better standards, were

»

established for }Hé children of these emigrants.*®’ The

Chinese in Canadavthéﬁselves have'donated generously to th§;%

building of many “gchools and colleges . in China.’® One
¢ CCNC OHI 86-23. This interviewee completed 3 more years
of study in Alberta, reaching grade 9. . \

¢7 Some examples may be found in the following Alberta

newspapers: Edmonton Journal, 11 September 1917, 12 February

1942, 31 March 1943, 2 April 1943, 22 May 1943, 4 April
1944,. 21 June 1944, 9 April 1946, 7 December 1946; The
Albertan, .23 December 1934; and Calgary Daily Herald, 13
April 1923. A report also appeared in Chinatown News, 3
December 1976. Also see CCNC OHI 85-6; and PI 27 October
1986. . : .

¢+ Chiu-Sam Tsang, Nationalism in School Education in China,
Hong Kong, Progressive Education Publishers, 1967, p. 133,
¢s pPI 24 October 1986; Tsang, D. 133; Chen, p. 14.

o pPor more .information, ‘seet Ching Ma, Chinese Pioneers:

A Y
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Canadian-born éhineSe interviewed received some schooling at
an Overseas: Chlnese School in . Canton.’”' Contributions .and
5upport from overseas Chlnese for Qarious charitable and
pOllthal causes date back to the 18805. The opportun1ty to
educate the overseas children allowed the’ Republic to
promote nationalistic sentiments end contributed to thej,

formation of . the bond between the overseas Chinese and the

mother country.

Concludino Remarks
The syétem’that orovlded Chinese immigrants to Canada
with a functional level“of literacy had a diuergent effect -
on the following generation of native—bornf The interruption
in thelr formative years in Canada may . have equ1pped them to

succeed within the Chlnese soc1al structure, but it placed a
*

~_\

hand1cap on some of those who those the Canadlan setting in
which to pursue their careersk..’Ad‘vancement° in Canada in
terms of socioeconomic benefits and privileges became even
more difficult to reach_amongst the legislative restrictions
and social barriers; ‘The Chinafeducated members of this
generation exterienced 5 broken education not unlike the
experience of their fathers and grandfathere whose schooling
was halted when they first came to ‘CanaQa. Ultimately,
however, the overseas schooling helped ChinesefCanadians
come to terms with their cultural her1tage, facilitating a

"®(cont'd)* Materials Concerning the Immigration of Chinese
to Canada and Sino-Canadian Relations, Vancouver, Versatile,
1979, p. 63-64; and Wickberg (ed. ) p. 195 & 231,
e PI 25 October 1986
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need the Canadian educational system did not provide for

ethnic group children. As a rétff 7”~student admitted, "I

X

e e e

"2 Edmonton’ dour*na’ﬁ 14 ::Septemvb'é'r‘ 194 1.
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111. THE CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS IN ALBERTA

The early Chineseb}mmigrahts who could not afford to
send .their children fo China for an education, or who
preferred not to do so, and yetj'sfiii - desired their
offspring to- aéquire certain culturgl heritagel traits,
worked towaz@s the estagiishment of a Cbinese Alanguagé
school in their locality. Such establishments operated
independently from the regular school systems, offering only
supplementary leafnhng rafher than alte;native programs.
They were sponsored by va:iou§ organizations, both from

within the Chinese community: and éxtranébus to 1t. In

' The exceptlon to this may be the Chung Hua School founded
in Victoria in 1909. It was partly formed because of British
Columbia leglslat1on which disallowed Chinese children from
attending public schools. The aspect of segregatlon in the
Canadian public school sector will be examined in more

detz 1 in Chapter IV. In the United States, private language
schoo.s served as alternative schools because Chinese
children were not allowed into the public systems. For more
information on the American situation, see Kenyon S. Chan
and Sau-Lem Tsang, "Overview of the Educational Progress of
Chin=se americans", .in Don T. Nakanishi and Marsha
Huar.o-Nakanishi's The Education of Asian and Pacific

“Americans: Historical‘\Perspectives and Prescriptions for the

Futur2, Paoenix, The Oryx Press, 1983, p. 44; Victor Low,

‘The Ur ‘mpressible Race, San Francisco, East/West Publishing .~

Company, Inc., 1982; Raymond K. Jung, "The Chinese Language
School in the United States", School and Society, Vol. 10§ pp
No. 2342, Summer, 1972, p. 309—312; Mely Gio-lan Tan, The'® '
Chinese in the United States: Social Mobility and ' ‘
AssimiTation, taipei, Taiwan, The Orient Cultural'Serv1ce,
1973; Lonnie Chin, "Chinese and Public School Teaching", in
Chlnese Americans: School and Community Problems, Chicago,
Integrated Educational Associates, 1972, p. 58-59; and ’

Charles U. Smith and Charles M. Grigg, "Public School

Desegregation" in C. Wayne Gordon (ed.), Uses of the
Sociology -of Education, Chicago, The National Society for
the Study of Education, 1974, :

66 .
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Alberta, ?Eligious’and political groups were the most active

~in " this respect. The Chinese schools accorded. Chinese

Canaéian children the'opportunity to learn not only the

lanéuage, but ° the  traditions and epstohs of fheir
ancestors. ? It vas an opportunity not fully appreciated by
the stedents at-the time, bet their. parents' motives and
efforﬁs have since been recognized. ." 3
Early Development ofﬁthe thnese Language Schools T

Chinese  language ihstruction began prior to 1885 in
- Canada, as fiﬂdicated.'by ~an occupational survey of the
Cﬁieese in the province of British Columbia in 1884, which
rlisted eight Chinese ‘teachers living in Victbria, .New
westmihster,'Nanaimo, and Wellington.’ Wealthy merchants 1in
Chinese %ommﬁnities »hireav private instfuctors f;om the
homeland to teack their chiidren the cleesics and the

g ' , -
language. ClaQ%es were held in the back ‘rooms of stores ar

in private homes. It may well have been the intention of

‘these 'parentsk to have their ;childreq return to China to

write the Three Great Examinations in an attempt to gain

entry into the ruling class.

.2 The instruction of language has been found to be

1nseparable from the imparting of cultural knowledge. See
Richard L. Warren, "Schooling, Biculturalism and Ethnic

. Identity" in George Spindler, Doing the Ethnography of
School ing: Educational Anthropology in Action, New York,
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1982, p. 402.

3 David Lee, "Culture and Education of the Overseas Chinese
in Canada" in A History of the Chinese in Canada, Vancouver,
Freedom Press, 1967, (Translated from Chinese by the
Department of the Secretary of State, Translation Bureau,
Foreign Language Division, 24 February 1971), p. 2.
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A few Chinese clan assoc .. _i1. »perated schools

»

in Canaaa.‘ Children Aof ~or families ~-r small _clans}
however, were denied th® s oprortunity as the ec -ly Chinese
were not only deeriy clas: -conscious -ut - also
"clan-conscious".® Mo éla" a§sociations merely provided
financial assistance t exictirg schools n tle <ommunity:;_

‘n 1899, a Chi :  Scnool open to e public was
eStabl&iPed by the Chinese 3enevclen* Assoc’ _ion (CBA) in
{ Victoria}\klt was the first Chinese =~ = in Canada,‘called
" the Lokﬂ}Kwen Free School.*® It did not charge any tuition
fee, being comblétely fihancedfby thé CBA and the rest of
the Victoria Chinese community. The Lok Kwen Free;School

began with a staff of two teachers. and an enrollment of

\

40-50 students. Its structure- was modelled after the
xrqditionaf'educational system‘of China, and it served as a

model for other Chinese schools in Canada’.’
Other language schools were founded wherever there " was

an interest- expressed by Chinese residents. Schools were
‘* The Wong clan in Vancouver, which founded its own school
in 1925, claims to be the only‘clan schonl in North America
in its brief published history. See Lee, p. 13; and
Lascelles Ward, Oriental Missions in British Columbia,
Westminster, B.C., Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
~in Foreign Parts, 1925, p. 77. One person recollects
attending a Chinese class operated by the Mah Society in
Edmonton as a youth. Personal Communication (PC) 26 October
1936. '
 Lee, p. 3. Overseas Chinese throughout the world have
formed clan associations in their localities, such as the
Mah Society, Wong Society, etc. (based on surname) to help
their kinsmen adapt and adjust to life in the new land.
* In.Mandarin romanized form this was the Lequn Yishu.
" Lee, p. 3. Also see, Cdgar Wickberg (ed.), From China ‘to
Canada: A History of the Chinese Communities in Canada,
Toronto, McClelland and Stewart, Ltd., and Minister of
Supply and Services Canada, 1982, p. 76. '



1

BT ‘ . ’ 69 .
.é‘ . .‘ . . '
Q

" established. in the early decades of this“centu:y&in cities

such as Edmonton,;Calga;y, Moose Jaw, Winnipeg, -Montreal,

Toronto, -Windsor, Ottawa, London, Hamilton, and Quebec
C N o . . ; . : I,
Clty I‘,‘,T-é K

The parents were not thefonly ones who wished™ {o foster

P
both the Chinese schools and tradlt;onal e&g;atlon. The

I
P

first decade of the twentieth /century saw the initiai
~wefforts of a Chinese government to particigfte 1in Canadian'
Chinese® educational act1v1t1es: The C ﬁ%ng government, anav

A ' 4

later the Ciinese Republic, despite be&ng thousands of miles »
removed, encouraged ‘Chinese schools abroad for the same
political reasons’ that educatidnél institutions  for
ovefseas Chinese were promoted on the mainland.

In 1908 an .inspection of the Chﬁn;se schools in British
Columbia .- was conducted by -”the Chinese educational
commissioner Leung  Hing-Kwai.'® gﬁiatér, the Boara of
Educatién of the Republican Government officially recognizedﬁ

.
three Canadian Chinese  gchools--those in Victoria,

v

Vancouver, and Toronto--as b.f;g comparable to the 'schools

33

in China. 211 Chinese schools were encouraged to register

with the sOverseas Chinese Affairs Commission'' of the

*Taylor, p. 50-51.

* See Chapter II regardlng the fostering of nat1onallst
ser :iments and engouraging contributions from overseas
Chitese. More information ongthe involvement of the Chinese
govarnment in Chinese education in Canada may be found 1in
the ‘irst chapter of Stephen Fitzgerald, China and the

Ove, zeas Chinese: A Study of Peking’s Changing PQlicy -

(1 1978), Cambrldge, University Press, 1972 which covers
the ‘Lerlod prior to 1949; and Lee, A History .of .

'° His name was Liang Q1ngku1 in Mandarin romanized form

"' In Taiwan, where the Republican Government retreated
following the Communist Rake over in 1949, the promotion of

k]
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homeland which offered to supply teachers textbooksfwagnd

general expenses._Some schools accepted tnls aid, espeﬁgaégy 'C‘fj

h

durlng the Depre551on years of the 19305. 4 '7 . Wi e

Y =

// . ) ) f iy
Chlnese Canadlan polltlcal organ1zations“’u~ also

__________________ N 5

"(cont'd) overseas Chlnese educatlon ‘i's still con51d%red
one of the most important tasks of this commission.” I'n 1967
a peak of about 5300 overseas Chinese schopls was reached.
See A Collection of Articles-in Memory of lLate President
Chiang Kai-shek’s (sic), Republic of China, Overseas Chinese
Affairs Commission 1986 (PUbllShed 1n Chinese and
English),p. 39-42, 138-140 ; : .
"2 wlckberg(ed ), p. 172. i N
'* Chinese Canadlans established political 5001et1es as
early as 1863. See Wickberg(ed.), p. 30. Such organizations
provide a kind of "mobility pyramld" that probably adds to
the satisfaction and morale of members of the ethnic.
community. See Andrew M., Greeley,”"What is"an "Ethnic?" in
Emanuel Huritz, Jr. and Charles A, Tesconi, Jr , Challenges
to Education: Readrngs For Analysis of Major' Issues, New
York, Dodd, Mead, and Company, 1972, p. 344. Greeley
contends that substructural mobility is 'very helpful for
those who manage to achieve influence,'affluence, and
prestige that might well be less possible for them in the
larger society. Also, since.virtually ‘all of the immigrants
had. families back in China, they were naturally concerned
about China's political situation’. The interest in China
politics was encouraged by Canadian laws that disallowed
Chinese - part1c1pat10n in Canadian politics. Rejection by
Canadian society profipted Chinese Canadians to direct their
energy and allegiance to China, -the country that welcomed
participation from its overseas Chinese. Chinese Canadians
not only supplied financial and moral support, they .
willingly contributed actual manpower to specific causes.‘7
Military units were set up, in 1915 and perhaps earlier, in
Alberta and Saskatchewan to recruit and train volunteers to
fight for“the Republlc. See Wickberg "(ed.), p. 105 and F.
Quei Quo, "Chinese Immigrants on, the Prairies", (A
Preliminary Report Submitted to the Secretary of State,
Ottawa, Canada), Burnaby, B.C., Simon Fraser University, 30
November 1977, p. 46-47. In March 1917, 210 volunteers went
abroad to. Ch1na prepared for actual battle. Quo, p. 44
identifies two reasons for the North American Chinesg:

interest in politics of the o0ld country: the presencé of /f¥
.rebels among the early immigrants and the need of an . X
identity. Furthermore, Gunter Baureiss, "Chinese L

Organizational Development--A Comment" in Canadian Ethnlc .
- Studies, (Vol. 12, No. 3, 1980, p. 128, .points out that

"Chlnese communlty dominance was so strong and anti-Chinese
feelings \so widespread that non-compliance would have meant
-1solation Canadians as well as from thé Chinese”

A 4
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. L
expressed support for the fbrmation<o£ lanéuage échools. In
the eafly yeéfs, the Empiré Reform Association was active in
providing anueducation for the Chinese in Victoria. bThe_
Chinese Nationalist Leagues of North ;mer{ca, alsé called
the Kuomintéqg; w?{gfprominent supporters of Chinese schoois
across the contaﬂ%nt'as well.

Througﬁgs{’the 1930s and 1940s "a great number of
schools;\\commdnly reférred to as the "Patriotic Séhools",
appeared across Canada. Supply:, however, clearly exceeded
“the demand as'mény schools had only a few students.'* Dﬁring
this period China continued experiencing domestic and
ext;rnal difficulties which fostered nationalism -aﬁd
patriotism among the overseas Chinese.'® In the schools both
teachers and students engagéd in nuéefous patriotic
activitiesy such as organized ﬁhoirs aﬁd dramatic troupes
performing anti-Japanese propagénda.‘; Politics may héve
been a reason for the emergencé'of some ‘of these schools,
but ultimately the schools served .the Chinese community in a

much larger capacity. ¢

'* Edgar Wickberg, "Some Problems in Chinese Organizational
Development in Canada, 1923-1937" in Canadian Ethnic
Studies, Vol. XI, No. 1, 1975, p. 94. In Alberta the low
enrollments were due to the Chinese being scattered
throughout -the province. Census figures in Alberta for the
year 1936 indicate there were 190 Chinese children between
ages 5 and 14; in 1946, there were 90. See Appendix B, Table.
Vi. : , .

'* Lee, p. 16. ~ '

-'¢ Lee, p. 14. Anti-Japanese propaganda was brought about by
the Sino-Japanese War (1937-45).
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'The Value of a Chinése’ Education
The value of a Chinese education was indirectly
promoted by the social and economic conditions existent for

Chinese -Cénadians q?n@ the early " decades of the twentieth

, century Segregat1on of the-‘Chinese in the Chinatowns,

whether' official dcw unoffn,lal‘7 ‘Tmas a facf of life in
Alberta Urban'cenéres Wthh, in effect; fesprictedfnot Only.
edﬁcational 6pportunity bﬁt‘ the amount of contact with
non;chineéev. citizens. With' social  ac£ivities' and

interactions limited  to almost entirely other Chinese,,the

language school represented a practiéél need.

—————————————————— K\ o

v Objectlons to the Chlnese renting or buylng houses or

---businesses in "white areas" were often expressed. See

.

Chapter I regarding the development of the area of Chinese
‘residence known as Chinatown. Also, see George Cho'apd Roger
‘Leigh, "Patterns of Residence of the Chinese in Vancouver"

in Julian V. Minghi, Peoples of, the Living Land: Geography
of Cultural Diversity in British Columbia, Vancouver,
‘Tantalus Research Limited, 1972, p. 67-84; Howard D. Palmer,
"Anti-Oriental Sentiment in Alberta 1880-1920" in Canadian
Ethnlic Stgdies, Vol. 1I, No. 2, December 1970, p. 35-36;
Gunter Baureiss, "The ChlneSP Community in Calgary" in
Alberta Historical Review, Vol. 22, No. 2, Spring 1974, p.5;
J.. Brian Dawson, "The Chinese Experlence in Frontier
Calgary: 1885-1910" in Anthony W. Rasporich and Henry C.

_Klassen (eds.), Frontier Calgary: Town, City and Region

1875-1914, Calgary, University of Calgary, McClelland and
Stewart West, 1975, p. 137-140; Graham E. Johnsen, "Chinese

‘Family and Community in'Canada° Tradition and Change" 'in

Jean Leonard Elliott (ed.), ,Two Nations, Many Cultures:.
Ethnic Groups in Canada, Scérborough Prentice Hall of
Canada, Ltd., 1999, p. 360; and Alex Johnson and Andy den
Otter, Lethbrzdge A Centennial History, Lethbridge, Clty) of
Lethbridge and the Whoop-up County. Chapter, Historical: :
Society of Alberta, 1985, p. 86, 99-100. For an analysis of
more recent movements in re51dent1al segregatlon, see- T, R.
Balakrlshman, "Changing Patterns of Ethnic Residential
Segregation in the Metropclitan Areas of Canada", in \
Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthnopology, vol. 19, No. '
1,,1982, p. 927110, ) e

I_ o
» ‘K,
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For those Chinese Canadians who surmounted the many
obstacles in “the way of an equitable or eQen juSt adequate
education," there were.other baqriers to overcome. :Unﬁil
4 thee*193OS or even laéer, Chinese girls \were still not

'accepted‘ for nurses' training in Calgary and Edmonton
~hospitals.'’ Oral history interviewees have expressed

dlfflculty in securing p051t10ns such as teller, bookkeeper
‘ . .

secretary, and salesman in Alberta. Occupatlons open to the

Chinese in Canada at the time were largely confined to
. ' o ' &=
either jobs shunned by white society or those in the

Chinatowns that did not require knowledge of Englis%bbut
Mlnstead a pnof1c1ency in Chinese 1o The language schools
"occa51onally offered teachlng p051t10ns to Ch1nese Canadian
graduates of the §anadian normal schools when  municipal

.schools would not employ them.?'

't See Chapter 1IV. ' :

*: palmer, p. 83; and wlckberg (ed.), p. 185. .
2o Wickberg (ed.), p. 170. For an examination of how
institutional racism affected the occupational choices of
Chinese Canadians, see Peter S. Li, "A Historical Approach
to Ethnic Stratification: The Case of the Chinese ip Canada
1858-1930",in BPItISh Columbia Studles, No. 18, Summer 1979,
p. 320-331. ‘
21 Gordon Taylor, "An.Investigation of Chinese.Schools in
Canada", (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis), Méntreal,
McGill University, 18933, p. 77. Many profe551ons e1ther
denied Chinese Canadlans entry to them outright or worded
their qualifications policy so that Orientals were excluded.
For example, some employers stated that in order to be hired
the candidate had to have the right to vote; the Chinese,
~being denied the franchise, aid not meet this criteria and
therefore, could not be hired. Consequently young Chinese .
Canadians who may have successfully attained the necessary
education requlredffor a particular profe551on were not
“allowed to practice it due to their racial origin. The job
“histories of a group of early Chinese immigrants are
_.examined in Peter S. Li, "Chinese Immigrants on the Canadian
‘Prairie, 1910-1947", in Canadian Review of Sociology and
. Anthropology, Vol. 19, No. 4, 1982, p. 527-540. See also,
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In order to further themselves®some Chinese Canadians
educated in this country turned to China and  sought

eipIOYment there. In China, their skills and kqowledge were

4

respected and welcomed. Feelings of frustration and futility
were expressed as enelryoung Chinese Canadian in British
Columbia wrote in the 19305:

"Even for. the most hlghly educated Chinese there 1is
little desire in many cases to study hard,” because
if a person intends to stay Ia,th s country, the
amount of education received will® fidt decide: the
‘type of work one will get. There is no choice/for
the young people here as to what they will do, fit's
just a matter ' of taking whatever turns up, or
remaining idle: No matter what highe ambitions are
held by the young people, unless they leave for
China to realize them they will never be realized.
After many repeated setbacks here they feel
disgusted and glve up hope. The situation as it
stands, where voung people 1live 1in a state of
shattered hopes and ambitions,  is deplorable,
because instead of an aggressive, quick thinking
bunch of "Chinese Canadian youths, one finds a
submissive fatalistic - group of young people. A few
do save and go to China in search of better things.
The opportunity for university students 1is no
greater. Because they expect more than the average
person, they all' see a time when they will be in”
"China, using the best of their ability to help both
themselves and China. If they remain too long after
graduation in this country, they also begin to
resign themselves to their fate and 1lose their
ambition. Jniversit graduates  are granted: a -
prestige in China whic hey do not receive here.?

The Chinese schools in Canada .enabled them to acquire a
basic knowledge of. the language and culture and helped to
lessen the difficulties 1nvolved hn“adjustlgg%.-o, Chinese
society. : L RS

-_gp ______________ ' . .

'(tont'd) L1, A Hlstorlcal Approach . . "
17 gf W.‘A. Carruthers, "Oriental Standards of Living", Part
I1 of Charles H. Young and Helen R. Y. Reid, The Japanese
Canadians, Toronto, Institute of Pac1f1c Relatlons and
Canadian Institute gf International Affairs, 1938, p. 287.
\” ' Q

b4

]
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Chiniese Language Schools in Alberta

The Chinese schools in the cities of Edmonton,.Calgary,
’ .

and Lethbridge were Primarily sponsored by Chinese Canadian
'politicai organizations or religious groups.?® In eomparison,
to _some British Columbia Chinese communities, those east of
the Fpekies_were'smaller and therefore had fewer financiali

resources. Thus, it was not uncommon for the Chinese schools

: <@
to be comnected to some religious-or political organization.

- The schools in Alberta‘citieé were started by these graups
but many schools elseehere sought affiliation with Tsuch‘
organiiatidns in order to avoid collaﬁse due-tQWfinancial or
other difficulties.?*

Women's Mission:ry Societies in many parts of Canada
set up kindergarﬁens anc ~aught elementary characters to the
‘c_hildren.;25 During re 1%30s and early 1940s in Calgary, the
Chinege Miesioh.had a "Kindergarten Room" bat the avallable,
sources do not reveal whe:zher English or Chi“QSé,Qas used as

the language of instruct.on.?‘ The United, Presbyterian, and

— o - —————

]

23 The only except.or that this writer has uncerredvis a
school briefly run "y the Mah clan association in Edmonton
in the late 1930s. Ar interviewee (PC 26 October 1986)  #
recalls the private c.asses were held in the Mah .Society
Building on 97 Street and 102 Avenue. Another: respondent . (PC
8 December 1986) s-ated that there could not have been more
than 6 students at the clan school. The existence of the
school is hlghly probable as the Mah's is the largest
Chinese clan in Edmonton and the city is known in Chinese
communities across Canada as the "horse stable" of the
country. ("Mah" means "horse" in Chinese.)

24 Wickberg (ed.), p. 171,

*s Taylor, p. 77.

2¢ See Alberta Conference Branch, Women's Missionary - '
Society, Advisory Committee M;nutes 1936-1957, 2 March 1937,
Edmonton, Provincial Archives of Alberta, Acc. 75.387; and
letter dated 11 May 1942 from Grace M. Tinder to Thomas )
Underwood, Chlnese Mission Correspondence, Thomas Underwood
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Cathollc Churches were the most act1ve17 of the religious
qroups .whlch prov1ded educatlonal services, w1th ‘the United

';Chdrch belng.the most respon51ve in Edmonton and Calgary.

" The ‘Edmonton Chinese United Church School
g | o L o '
’ In Edmonton a Chinese school was 'started in " tHe

eafly 19305 by Reverend Fong Dickman, the third Chinese .

’\\\ minister to come to the city.?® Rev. Dickman arriVed in
\ .

' (o}

-Edmonton in October 19302° and served as the first
. , .
pastor of the Chinese United Church when it openeddin

]

1933.2° The previous two Chinese ministers to come to
Edmonton, Rev. Mah Sung from China and Rev. C. P. Leung .
. : ‘ . ZE

from Moose Jaw ‘served as missionaries in the Edmonton: *

Chfnese community;" and although they were 1nv@&ved 1n7‘

organizing a youth group among the Edmonton Chlnese,

no recorded efforts were made to initiate language

instruction classes.?®?

/} _

¢(cont'd) Papers, Calgary, Glepbow Musé%5 and’ArchivesA
*7 Wickberg (ed.), p. 172. 7.

40 A short blography of Rev, chkman can be found in Rev.
James Ko, et, al. (eds.), 93rd Anniversary of the Chinese
UnitehChurch, Vancouver, B.C., 1888-1P81, “(English
Edition), Vancouver 1981, p. 17. . o
** Edmonton Journal, 11 July 1941, - .
>° Edmonton Journal, 24 June 1964. ' .

** Edmonton Journgl, -11 July 1941, ° L

>* \This was the Chinese Young Men's Christian Association
(YMCA) formed in 1921. See Ban Seng Hoe, Structural Changes
of Two Chinese Communities in Alberta, Ottawa, National
Museum of Man, 1976, p. 209. The existence of such a group
was confirmed in PI September 1984.

> One interviewee, however, recalls attending a class
taught by Rev. Leung before she started primary school,
placing its existence prior to Rev. Dickman's arrival. PC 9
December 1986.

.
e 4 9\
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Rév. Dickman'§ :f;rSt class in 1532 consisted of a
few adults and eight children.’* His -daughter, Lavina
Dickman nelped conduct the class once a week around the
dining room .table in his house.’® The physical
surroundings of Lné Chinese school in Alberta have often
been described és merely "sitting around a table” |
this simpLe yet functional arrangement was possibly due

to low enrollment or to insufficient financial

resources,®’ x

According to a survey -taken in the ~1930s the
majority ofk Chinese schools in Canaaa wefe situated in
rooms of" buildings ‘used for many other purposes.®® It
stated that the rooms_Wérevneither set up nor decorated
4w1th the neéds of students in mind. The physical

‘@9 environment of the rooms where classes were held was

wvery unattractive and totally unsuited to learning. Most
Q
: rooms had poor lighting and were poorly ventilated and.

heated. 1t alsq made the observation that the furnityre

*

in some‘séhools was comparable to that of schools 1in
China during the Ch'ing Dynasty: the chairs and stools

had no backs while tables and stools were bu1lt hlgh S0

4 Hoe, p. 214, '
’s pC 9 December 1986. Edmonton Journal, 26 August 1935
reported Dickman's daughter kept louse for him.

3¢ CCNC OHI 85-4 and 86-29. Also PC'9 December 1986; and PC
26 October 1986.
.27 No records on enrollment or“;1nanc1al status of the
Chlnese United Church school during the period of concern
are available. The eafliést written record concerning the
Chinese school is dated 13 January :1963. It reveal#
students, fees, f1hanc1a1 status,vand donatlons f i

3 Taylor De 61

s . . L



D

78

>

that the feet-dahgledﬁabove the floor.?’ Usage of the

¥ blackboard was not given much prominence until influence

of the Chinese Republic's educational reforms’ rﬁaéhed

Chinese Canadians.

[

Dickman's Chinese class was disbanded in 1933 due

to a podf‘response from the- community.*® It was not
.

until six . years later in 1939 that the Chinese classes

were reopened by Rev.. Leung when he returned to serve as
minister of the church., Rev. Leung's class had an
init?ﬁl enrollment of 20 students. Lessons were given

two  hours a‘.day,'five days a weék, in the house'wheré

church services were held.‘? There was no charge for the

+

classes and the church supplled all necessary materials.

Efforts were made in 1944 to raise fundsﬁgrom w1th1n the -

Chinese community for improving currlculum resources.

z

Over one hundred donations were made, totalling

$875.75,4% reflectjng the positive suppgrt of ~ the

Chinese “community for the school. I'n the égld 19405 the

school managed to secure the services of two teachers
from China.*® It was not until 1953 that an actual

church 'building* was erected and classes were then held

in the basement. The school to this day ié% still in

hbperation and continues to be run by the church minister

[}

3* Taylor, p. 63. Of the schools surveyed, it was noted that
the Chinese schools of Victoria and Calgary were exceptions
to this arrangement.,

‘° Hoe, p. 214. -
ot This house was located on 96 Street and 102 Avenue beside
the present church structure,

‘? Hoe, p. 214.

‘3 Edmonton ‘Journal, 7 December 1946.

ok
-«J,—



and some volunteers from .the congregation.

[y

The Calgary Chlnese Public School

5.

The Calgary _Chinese Public School, establ1shed in

J

1920 was a much more formal organization than the - .

Edmonton Chinese Unlted‘Church School. It has been the

most successful, continuous, and longest-running of all

the Alberta Chinese . schools and provided a more

-conventional lilooking classroom. Its beginnings also 1lie

with the 1local Chinese United Church, although .it waé.h

subsequéhtly administered by an indepéndenr‘board.

In April 1920, parents of second generation Chinese
Canadian—children, who were'also members of. the church
congregation, approached’the mngionlboard'for sba;e in
which'to hold Chinese qlasses; The board agraed to reht
the M1551on Room " . .. ror $10 per‘month, for thé use
of teachlng Chinese language to ‘the children for rhe

-~

hours from 5 to 7 p.m."“.The flrst Chinese class . was

. -

held five days a weekﬁafter,regular‘échool hours andjwas

reported to have had an enrollment of - only  six

4
children*® while mission: board mlnutes v~ have revealed

‘* Chinese Mission and YMCA Board Mlnutes 22 Aprll 1920,
Calgary, Chinese United Church.

*s Gunter Baureiss, "The Chjinese Communlty of Calgary in .
Canadian Ethnic Studies, Vol. 111, No. 1, 1971, p. 51;

Gurter Baureiss, "The City and the Subcommunlty The Ch1nese
of Calgary", (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis), Calgary,

University of Calgary, 1971, p. 99; John W. Friesen, SChOOIs

as a Medium of Culture, Léxlngton, Mass., Ginm Custom
Publishing, 1981, p. 118; John W. Friesen, Schools With a
Purpose, Calgary, Detsellg Enterprises L1m1ted 1983, p.
132; and Frank Dabbs, "Chinatown Developnient Foundatlon
(Draft only--Unpublished manuscript for the 0i Kwan
Foundation Time Capsule, 1986) p. 6.

79
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there were 11 school age children in che community atd
the time.,*¢

In 1923, classes were held briefly in an old bern
behind the Missi.on"property'.‘7 A more permanent location
was sought after theﬁ school fGrmed a Society in 1939

under The Alberta Societies Act. Reverehd Yee You Tong,

- the church ministef, along with fourkactive members of

the congregatidn initiated the reg{stration.“ In 1942 a_
small house which became the Chinese Public Scﬂool
.bUilding was purchased. .1' L -
Since the schdol's official inception. as a
‘non;proffe-brganizatﬁon in 1939 it has been administered
byla Board of Directors that is_elected annually: These
volunteers make decisions regarding tﬁe curriculem, the-
feaching staff, and the maintenance of the building. For
decades the Board of Dlrectors was primarily composed of
members of the Chinese United Church. Annual 4reports

reveal that dd;atiOns from parents of students continued .

to make up the largest part of the school indome.*’

Enrollment for the six years following 1939 fluctuated

between 39 and 53 students.’® Saturday programs which

included musi® lessons were added for various age

*¢ Chinese Mission and YMCA Board Minutes, 10 June 1920.

¢’ Llasses may also have been held temporarily at Knox

United Church nearby. -See Chinese Canadian Natlonal Council

Oral History Interview (CCNC OHI) 86-13.

‘** The mémbers were: Ho Lem, manufacturer, Luey Kheong,
merchant, David Woon, tailor, and Charlie Lam Kwong,

merchant.

** Calgary Chinese Public School Society Annual Reports
1943-1948, \

30

Ibid.



groups.

The upstairs of the schOoi served as living
accommodations for the teacher while the l1v1ng room and

8 d1n1ng room of the house were used as classrooms. On the
walls of these classrooms ‘were hung photographs of ghe

. donors to the school treasury.®" The flag of the Chinese

. Republic.wag displayea alongside the Union.Jack at the
front of at least one classroom near the teacher's
stand®*?, suggesting the organizefs nere also sympathetic

to that government'.®’ In fact, it was not until decades
later that the school officially resolved to break its

J
afflllatlon with the C&}ﬂese Nationalist Leagque.®* The

5 1

This tradition of fund ralslng where a photograph of the
dpnor is placed on display as acknowledgement is not an
%pcommon practlce among the Chinese in Alberta. The more
“t#cent immigrants, however, seem to generally prefer
aiternatlve methods such as banquets, raffles, auctions,
etc. One source reported that the historical photographs
which once igraced the walls of the classrooms were.discarded
by a new board in the 19705 because the photographs were
seen as self-serving.
2 personal dntérview (PI) 27 October 1986.
*3 When the school building was torn down in 1978 to make
way for a new structure, many of the school's learning
materials were donated to'the Glenbow Archives. Included is
a Chinese Nationalist flag but upon discovery of this by the
serving president at the time, the archiveg was told that
the flag should not have been donated and that "if
displayed, it should not be associated with the school in
any way". See Frances Roback, "Report on Chinese Public
- School Materials", 8 November 1978 Cultural History
Department, Calgary, Glenbow Museum and Archives.
s+ 1bid. This occurred in 1972. Later in 1979, a highly
publicized power struggle  occurred within the Calgary
Chinese Public School. A group of new immigrants /challenged
‘the o0ld directorship that was seen to be controlled by
" people who were also connected to the church elite. The
dispute was’ also related to politics surrounding the
redevelopment of Calgary Chinatown., For more information see
Chinatown News, 3 April 1979, 18 January 1980, 3 March 1980,
and 3 April 1980; Frank W. Dabbs, "The Shaky Throne of
George Ho Lem", in Calgary, Vol. I No. 7, March 1979, p.

<
¥
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Calgary Chinese Public School presently operates out of

a new building with modern facilities and continues to

be overseen by an elected Board of Directors from the

Chinese community.

The Lethbridge Chinese Schools

The Chinese Nationalist League and the Freemasons -

“started Chinese schools in Lethbridge in the 1940s.°**®

The hours of operation were very similar to that of 'the

egalgary Chinese Public School.‘ The Freemason Chinese

School apparently started with a private tutor teaching '

the chlld%%n of thev Leong famlly upstalrs above the

famlly stére ‘where the Leong Family Association had its

'~..

oﬁflce *'A class was later opened at the Freemasons
Hall a;d eil chxldren oﬁ'members.of the Freemasons were
welcomed to éttena. |

The h%rlng of tutors by a Ch1nese resident for his

children qu probably a more common occurrence 1in the

smaller ggwns of Alberta where there were fewer Chinese.

Other nafive—born- Chinese Canadians in Alberta have

______ A —— = ——— -

*‘(cont'd) 23-33; and Friesen, Schools as a Medium . . ., p.

122,

** Discrepancies exist regarding the exact time period the
schools actually started. Daisy-Chang, et. al., Our Chosen
Land: A History of Chinese Canadians, Edmontdn, Chinese

Can

;ﬁlan Nation#® Council, 1984, p. 48, states the schools

begadn in 1944-4% Mary Bailey, "Chinese Language Schools in
Lethbridge", (Unpublished paper), Sir Alexander Galt Museum
Arthives, Lethbridge, alludes the starting date”was in the

“ late 1940s to 1950. Primary resources _examined do not reveal

.‘an exact date but suggest the Freemasons school originated .

"in the late 1930s to 1940s and that the Chinese Nationalist
League one started some time after in the 195Cs. Also see,

Personal Correspondence, 11 April 1887,
** CCNC OHI B86-26 and 85-14.

]
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recalled being taught Chinese by a private teacher.?’
The available sources indicate the Chinese
Nationalist League School was . started after ‘the
Freemasons School. Children of the Freemasons attended
the Freemason School and children of the Nationalist

League -members attended their own school. The basis for

.

the existence of two Chinese schools in Lethbridge was

not to,accommodate high enrcllments, which were in fact

v non—existent; but was the result of ahimosity between
the Freemasons and the Chinese Nationalist LeagLfe.S

During the first half of the twentieth century a

f*andful of Chinese children, with their families, lived

__._‘g ;— ____________

37 ngf OHI 85-4 and 85 5.

- ** Th& animosity between the Preemasons and Chinese
‘Nationalist League dates back to the days of Dr. Sun Yat-sen -
and the founding of the Republic. The Freemasons, also
called the Ch1kungtang or Muncheetang has been active for
hundreds¢of years in China. It was formed shortly after the
Ch'ing ﬁﬁgasty was established and was essentially an
anti-Manchy organization seeking to restore the M1ng Dynasty
or Chinese¥rule. The Freemasons supp$) “Dr. Sun's
revolut1onagg cause to overthrow the thus but when the
Kuomintang was formed rivalry beganﬁ Séewﬂln Tan and
Patricia E. Rag The Chinese in Canada~ Ottawa, Canadian
Historical Assogjation with the supporf of #he Multicultural
Program, Governm#nt of Canada, 1985, p. 6% Voon Yuen Fong,
"Social DlSCOﬂtan%YﬂeS irn North American Chinese
Communities: The Case ogﬂthe Kwagn dn Vancouver and Victoria
1 1880-1960" "in Canadian ReV I&waof,S0ciology and Anthropology,
Vol. 15, No. 4, 1978, p. 443-451% 4nd J. B. Dawson, "The

" Chinese Community of Lethbridge", (Unpubllshed Synopsis of
Interviews of Mr. James Leong, Lethbridge, 1-3 August 1984);
Wickberg (ed.), p. 30-32, 226-228; and Bailey, p..3. In
Lethbridge Chlnatown the rivalry between the Freemasons and
KMT was very evident in the early years. Chinese residents
who purchased. items from the Freemason storekeeper would be
verbally abused by the KMT storekeeper. The Leong children
who helped in the family store remember having to deliver
groceries for customers because the customer did not want to
be seen coming out of the Freemason store holding package;
by the KMT storekeeper across the street. CCNC OHI 86- 29J3

J:(
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amongst a- majority of eitﬁer‘vsingle men or married
_bacheLoré in Lethbridge;Chinatown. A residentv who grew
up in the 1§205 and 1930s Of'Lethbridgé feminisceﬁces
about the makejpp of the community:

n

. . . In those days,'Chinatown——the Chinese
~ community was made up of middle-aged or older

men .. . . these old men . . . spoiled us kids.
\ They were really good to us. . . Some of them
weren't -~but most of them were . . . it was just

like having 16 fathers . . . Everybody wused to
keep after you."®’ : ' ’

Both Lethbridge Chinese schools were relativedy
short-lived compared to those iﬁ“Edmonton and Calgary. A
local newspaper reported their closure 1in the earlj

1960s. ¢ °

The Role of Cultural Transmission

While the schools founded by the religious  and
political groups may have attempted to pass on théir
sponsoring organization's iddas and values; the instruction

they provided ultimately fulfilled the role of cultural

,'
.Acr_%, .
Inald

transmission. The textbooks used were ones transplanted from .

China. Subjects that were included iq\the Alberta curriculum
and taught in the municipal schools were excluded from the
Chinese schools.“ Such subjects included arithmetic, music,
physical education, dréwing, nature study, hygiene, and

world geography.

—_—— e, - ——— -

*? CCNC OHI 85-14,

‘° Lethbridge Herald, 11 November 1967, reported the schools
had closed in 1963.

~*' The only exception to this practlce in Canada was perhaps
the Victoria Chinese School which taught all subjects.

¢
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The .exact curriculum varied with each individual

o

school“?, but generally it included iﬁspruction in‘the
geading and writing of Chinese characters, . China history,?\b
geography,l and literature. Character writing included
tracing, copying, and dictation. Lessons also includbd'using
thg, abacUs,' bookkeeplng, composition, and letter writing.
‘Being able to wrlte a ietter appears'to have been a common
. measure . by whlch Chinese " Cénadians used to determine a
personfsi lével of literacy.‘® Homework was assigned.
regularly. Students were usually let out a couple of weeks
earlier than fhe pdblic school term to allow them to study
for the regular examinations. The school term corresponded
to that of the municipal schools but a' summer session of
Chinesgyschool was not uncommon,

In the twérror ‘three hours that Chinesé classes vere
held after dismissal from the regular school, the schedule
of a beginner's <class in the Chinese échool usually
alternated b%tween a leséon on new characters, tracihg'(with..
a Chinese writing brush), reading,,paraphrasing the prévious
lesson, ,COngpb,_ and. dictation.** The teaching'Jof‘ the

philosophy &f . Confucius, who was considered the "model for

~I

~——

all teachers", was comtinued even in the Canadian Chinese

schools. Confucian ethics were emphasized along with,
¢? Schools that followed the Chinese Republic Board of
Education guidelines were likely to have had an uniformed
curriculum.

‘> This, along with being able to read a newspaper was
commonly made reference to 'in the oral histories. See also,
Taylor, p. 81. ’ Q;

‘‘ For examples, see Taylor p. 79. Alsqg CCNC OHI 86-28,

. 85- 4,,and 86-26, . <
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loyaliy, martial spirit, and'harmdny,
‘ A
alism' 1

A3

7

.A sense of Chinese nation teachings also
) . . . Al

°

.j'éry Cﬁ?bese Public

‘

. . Vs §
persisted, as. an ex-student of the¥

School recalls:

"You hear the older generation Chinese tef{ you ...
.they keep reminding you . . .'Remember, you're not
Canadian. You may be born here, got .a birth =
"certificate here, but you're not Canadian; so look
in the mirror--you don't have a Canadian face . . .I
didn't have a WASPY (Anglo-Saxon) 1look, I guess
«+ « . we went to Chinese school and I .thin® that had
a certain influence . . .(we were) reminded about
our Dbackground- and w felt a stronger loyalty to

e.
¢hina than tO'Canada,or*Eo the Commonwealth at the
time,"*¢? g . A ‘

The older generation of Chinese reinfodted . the view

—

maintained by white society that the Chinese were not real
. ’

Canadians.

Since the majority :Qf the older generation came from
the province of Kwangtung, that “ province's prevalent

dialects of either Toi-Sunese‘* or Cantonese were szt
likely usé&d as the language of instruction in ‘the schools.
« - .

. e C e ol e e o . .

Supplementary instruction  in Esbl'¥sif was.first providedhby
instructors who knew how to speak English themselves an¥
likely had Eurasian students in their classrooms.‘’ For the

most part, the ‘instructors insisted on using Chinese onl,

even . though - some of the native-born  had difficulty

understanding.‘® One ex-student from a small Alberta town
_ | , .

e A A 1

“* CCNC OHI 85-6. v o .

‘¢ In Mandarin romanized form this is Taishanese. The:

Toi-sun county is one’ of the Say-Yup (Sze-yap or "Four,

Districts™ from which an overwhelming majority of theé early

immigrants originated. ‘

¢7 Taylor, p. 72. ‘ /

“¢ Ibid. - ‘ o
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recall’s using the English phoneticy system “to help o her
remember the Chinese characters: N
' "We'd write -our English baside’ it (the Chinese
" characters), We memorized it, afid the next lesson,
he'd (the teacher) ask us what "*'; all "about. He
'didn't know we 'had written Eng_..h beside it and we
memorized it- 1ust like we "knew it by heart."*®

> Al

NS

Chinese readers or textbooks presefved, at the Glenbow

Archives reveal that students of‘the Calgary Chﬁneae Public
School ‘also wrote.pranslatiohs in EngliShrbeside the Chinese
characters. | |

The conserQative method~af rote-learniag\populafiied'in

¢
Chinese  educational  system persisted

_throughout"’fx the alborta Chlnese schools. "It involved

%

substantlai memor‘21no and rec1t1ng an individual and
class ba51s. An ex-student describes his experience'

"You have a book, you take it, -and you read. And you
read it to.yourself, you read i out loud, he (the
teacher) reads it, (and) you read (again) Then
after a while, you start writing the characters. And
that's all you do over and over agaln. It's all
memory; — they drill it into you. Here's how you say
it, here's how you do it, (and) here's-how you write
.it. Again, again, and~again."’° T

This = practice seems to haver. been very widespread”’

throughout Chinese schools in North -America, as illustrated

" by an American writer in recalling her childhood days during

the 1930-40s in the Unitethtates:

"After American school, we picked up ‘our cigar

bbxes, in Wthh we had arranged books, brushes, and

an inkbox 'neatly, and went to Chinese school, from -

5:00 to-7: OOﬁﬁy There we chanted together, voices
“* CCNC OHI 85-4 ﬂ '
"° CCNC OHI 86-287 Slmllar descr1pt1ons were made in CCNC
OHI 86-6, 86-28, and B85-4.

' See also, Taylor, p. 76.
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risings and  falling, 1loud and soft,. some _boys
ﬁpouting, everybody. reading together; rec1t1ng
together and not alohe with one voice. When we had a.
s.memorikation test, the teacher let each of us come
3lhls desk and say the lesson to  him '’ privately,
while the rest of? the class practiced.copying or

.tracing,\’? N o S ,

‘ap

3

This descrlptloh//closely parallels the Chinese Caradian :

experience in Alberta “ . T N

-

Various .‘technlques- " for sgpplementihg the

memorizing-reciting method were introduced by, teachers who
‘ »

enjoyed some professiohal training in- one of the normal

- schools but were considered unwelcome innovations by the

~

] o ; :
pictures and wr1t1ng the‘ characters below, crayon .and

. free-hand drawin , and ther elementar act1v1t1es7‘ that
1ng Y

rbedagogical standards. ) : .

~

are considered quite ‘common and ordinary by; . today's,

>

In spfte of the rigid: program of studies which the

S~

Chinese schools .advocated, some did offer non- academ1c

acti 1t1es for thelr students. - The édmonton and Calgary
. t

~schools  often held various extra-curricular -eventsysin

older, instrqcﬁo;s.” Such> devices ' included -cutting out

conjunction with the affiliated churches. Although there was

no Sports Day. or Track and Field Day, picrtics whlch 1ncluded

-

non- competltlve game\ and races were he1d° for‘ parents
' !

teachers, and- students. Other occasions involved choir
L~ ;

-

. . " . . 2 #
singing, Chinese-dancing, various team. spor®s and drama

i : - =

"2 MaXine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a
Girlhood Among Ghosts, New York, Alfred A. Knopf 1977, p.
167. | o ;
'* Taylor, p.. 77.

74 Ibid. o ,

<
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~and ther China-born. Their ages ranged from five

make ah attempt to qontlnue their Chinese studles in the

't Ibid., p. 70.

N | S 89
’ R :‘. ; N “‘D »"J,.

productions. Whife one' or twe schools- in Canada had a = -
: ' S 4 ' -

Students' Cou?c1l ‘the Ahberta Chinese schools never hgd .

A N
enough students’ to support one,? !

=

The Students and Teacheks = Ly :

The. students who attended the Chlnese schools were of

three d;fferént backgrounds- the natlve born the Eutésians,

v e
to :
»

mid-teens. Of the oral histories=~off Chinese Canadians

examined, 15 interviewees received Chinese, instruction‘ iNe

: Alberta at some time durlng their early llfe, ranglng from a/)

" half'a’ year of instruction to no more than 4-6 years.7‘ They

"

‘are all ‘Cahadian- -born ©f Chlnese parentage w1th the,‘

t

I

- texception of one Burasian. This finding corresponds to a

study ;compieted in the early 1930s that found the largest
group‘of}students‘in the Chinese schoois\yas'the native-born.

followed by the Eurasian children.’’

the case “of the
: .

- -Eurasians, it was almost always the fa her vho was Chihese.

| The oral histories do not reveal any Ch na-born students and

Tay&or s study did note that they were “few in number.’® Tne

Chlna-born jstuder;s were the boys_’iho “managed to enter

Canada before 1923 when the doors to Chinese immignat‘on o

™~

closed completely They came prlmarlly to work but scme. did

T , _.
____________ M -

’* Taylor,‘p. 87. . , -

7¢ Only four-native-bornlstated they had not ever attended
Chinese classes in eithe ina aor Canada. . L

" Taylor, p. 32. v o .o o3

~
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)

A hierazchy ‘appears to have ex1sted amohgst the three
' groups.’The natfge—born regarded themselveS"as 1nf1n1tely

5uperior‘ to the Euras1ans and the Ehlna born regarded the

_nablve born "with a: p1ty amountlng almost to scorn when they
recall that ‘the natlve born have been denied the opportunxty

of even a.little schoollng in Ch1na "7% The cderlswe label

n

juk- sing" meaning “hollow bamboo ‘has been used to

-

dEbCflbe the nat1ve born who look Chlnese but generally lack *

\ —_

a thorough knowledge of -their parents’ culture ard who are
'not prof1c1ent in the Chlnese language 'e Today, third and
fourth generatlon descendants\ of the old immigrants are

Vst1llvheld in contempt to some extent by thezelders:for- the
, : ' - - Y. :
. same reason.

The elders of any Chinese community _have ,alyays béen

highly '\resoected. ~They - were .ften consglted regarding

'* Taylor, p. 71. A conf1dent1al personal communlcatlon w1th-
a Chinese Canadian of m§xed parentage confirmed the.
differential treatment the Eurasians in Edmonton received
from both the Chinese and non~Ch1hese communities. The ,
hurtful incidents as a young child were many and they still
bring about ‘unpleasant memorie¥. Eurasian children were
subjected to the racial slurs of the nationalities of both
the mother and father. {(PC 10 December 1986). See also, CCNC
OHI 85-28; and W. A. Carruthers, "Or1enta1 Standards. of
Living", Part IT1 of C. H. Young and Helen R. Y. Reid, The
dapanese Canadians, Toronto, Institute of Pac1f1CoRelatxons
and Canadian Institute of International Affairs, Un1ve551ty
of Toronto Press, 1938, p. 287.

*° Other labels used to describe .the nat1v€ born 1nc1ude
"Siwashes" ahd "Ny doy". The term Siwashes ‘compared the
native-born to the Canadian Indians who were 'lo%ing their
culture and original ways of life. The term ‘"ny doy"
compared them to the Ukrainians whose .culture was encroached
upon by the Russians or perhaps the Ukrainian immigréants in
Canada who were be1ng a551mﬁlated by. aégre591ve government
pollcy , ,

A
g
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“varxous school matters, such. as the h1r1ng of teache_i"'

¢ . : ‘ :
Chinese - teacher as just somecene in the

teachers of the Edmonton Chlnese school for ﬂhe most part

mfrom the communaty--usually thpu

‘Most Chihése lschools %éast ~of the Rockies usually

'selected thelr teachers from the 'loéal Chineéé_.cdmmunity&

These 1nstruetors~vwere\ chosen either because of their
. ; ‘ S B .

Superior‘educatipnl their prominence in ' the community,. or

A g P cooe T R
(in the casé of schools dperated by political groups), -for
B ) . . ~ ’

their ‘devotion . tof party pr1nc1ples and - interests.%*
A L

_Qualifled and profe551onally trained Chlnese teachg§€ were

gcarce. Maqy ex- students,' part1cularly the ones from

3

“described ‘their

Lethbridge and.other 1little towns,

= ) - | |
unity who was'a
, 4 ) e :
bit moré versed than the rest andgwilling to teath the local

» ' - . )

"= children.*? The <Chinese schools in Alberta were  not

-

recognlzed by the Chlnese Reﬁubllc s Board of Educatlon but

'those eysewhere in Canada that were, had to- employ ‘only

teachers 'Qhose« 'Qualiﬁiéatiohs “the ”Board récognlzed,'

[y

Graduatestgf Victoria's gverseas Pblmary School were popqlar

. candidates across Canada wign teacher supply was low.

Teachers brought in_from China in the late. nineteenth

: - L . . - %
siand early- twentieth \cénturleS'to serve af engagement were

“ .
'S ) - ‘ Lo : P

', PI.4 August 1984.

-

e Taylor,-p. 68.

": CCNC OHI 85-3, B85-4,,86-29, 86-26, 86-25,and 85-4.

?
\ N
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likely_;scholars ‘'who - studied uhsuccessfully‘for the.Three

‘,Great[Examinations.‘These men ofﬂknowledge, deSpite failing

" the examlnetlons, ‘were still hlghly respected by: Chlnese—*

2

soelety and held.p051t10ns of - 1nfluence. ' _
" The Calgary Ch1nese PUbllC School ﬁromdits'heginning;‘ N
was. concerned w1th securlng @xperlenced or tralne teaghers.;,l“’r
iiAt'.the~ board meet1ng~ oﬁi the Chlnese Missicon in whlch. 'L;ﬂ

.. W S ST : R \.yl?
classroom space' was. officially - granted fof%»jhcidlngy;:4~'

,1nstruct1on, another motlon was m%de, . C S

". . . ﬁhat the Board undertake tQ see the
Government- autho ities in regard to importing two
'Ch1nese~lad es from Canton, as teachers for- the
Chinese " children in Calgary and District and that .

» all the expenses necessary in connectlon be borne by\ e
the-Chinese School Authorities". o T

h . Sl

Two months later a board discussion of this mattér revealed .

NRE . ST \ oo
that a meeting of thelchlnese families had been,held and the . -

consensus was that the expenSes' of 'securing _bonds and

‘ guarantee for ‘the.teachers from China would be very heavyﬁhsqfll

there vere few chlldren of school age at the t1me )
TS —— } N ¢

The salary of teachers from abroad durlng“ thev

L

t1920—19305 ranged from eight hundred to twelve hundred f

dollars ‘a year whlle those hlred from the communlty rece1ved
4 . t >I‘<;~'.",

two-hundred *to three hundred dollars less.** Transportatlon 515“

< -

'from Hong Kong to the school in Canada was usually pald for:<”'

by the school.‘ The teacher s first year .was usually

»

probationary .year. .Some . schools ‘p&id-‘ thezl return

‘ L

transportat1on to Chlna f the teacher's serv1ces were no’

"
| e e e o e - o ——

Chinese Mission and YMCA Boan Minutes, 2? Aprzl 1920,,
Chinese Mission an8 YMCA Board Minutes, 10 June 1920
See Taylor, p. 69.

-
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Reflect1ons -on the Chinese School Exper1ence
The typé%?f teachers that taught at the Chinese schools.
and ev;n the physlcal sett1ng of the school had some bear1ng

on the oﬁlnlons of students ~regard1ng the classes One

..
ex-student ‘describes - his experlences in the late 1940s in

,lbathbridgetas;'e." L o . o .

" . it wasn t'realiy like a.school. 1 think it
was more like ;tbaby sitting service for a couple of .

hours everyda .-we all just sat at' the maln

room; around a few tables. There might be,. say, a {
"dozen or 20 of us kids and the teacher went from one N
f person to another. We all did the ' same thin )
There's these words that were already printed in’ tg -

book, and you just go over them- with a brush to
learn the strokes . . .There was no recess or
anything. I& wasn't really a school, but they just °
tried to teach us'a few Chinese things."?*’ ’

An ex-teacher who taught at this particular school cited
Y '

» . )
incidents related: to dlsc1p11ne as, hlS reasons for leaving

the Sositien/.pfter a. brief engagement 's The respect the
older/genenation had ‘for the‘educated individual, that - is
Chinese-educated- was‘ not; adepted by;yghe géneration of
Canadianfborn.xc "g :. L |

The Calgary school also - wa not without its

-

difficulties. in staff1ng and discipline.'One interviewee.

. 4

A , . A A v

w7 CCNC OHI B6- 29 L “ *

** PI 28 October 1986. The ﬁact that some of the students

were his own brothers and, 51sters may ‘have affected thlS
decision. '

__——.1 _____ P ——— e - o IS

.** Oral histories of ex- students from the Calgary Chinese

Public School contradict Taylor's claim that the puplls
there had not "forgotten the reverence which has always
characterized the Chinese in thelr attitude to’ thelr

. teachers.™ Taylor, p. 85-86. < , v -



recalls: =

. . , : :
)"The Chfnesefteaqhers were . . . choser because ¢ =y
knew a - few words . and they could write ard -ad a
little better than anybody else . ., but t ey w. en't
ormally trained tgachers and I’don' th 1k the 0t
their respect from/us . 'They had ¢ _uu
.~ disciplinme problems. "’°fn

(O

On several occésions,%he Calgary school was l>sed bec. .se-—

no teacher was aviﬁlable *' “The high turn-over 1. t‘{ ni g

staff which occur;ed almost every year re~ulted i & choof
contlnuizy in what wasvbelng taught. »

Moreoveg, the task of having to sit attenrive v in

~Chinese class after several hours of streruous reqgular

school probably a;counted for- some of the unrest, as
. ’

~ expressed in the following quotations:

"Well, it was quite natural, too, because after .
. ~you go to school from 9 o'clock in the morning to
4 (o'clock) and . . . start (Chinese School) at 5
"o'clock . . . we ﬁéver have supper until 8 o'clock
at night .-, . so you're anxious to get out . . . We

went through «hat all the way through our primary
~grades."’? : . :

"We got an empty room at the Chinese Freemasons Hall
and everyday after school, now, we got off at 4:00
(from reqular school) and by 4y 30 ve had@ be up

in the Chinese school . . . It ,was- much too
difficult because 'it was too close toge€ther and we
"didn't have enough time . . . we-were going to

English school all day and then: you have to tear
home and you can't even do your hcmework or anything
yet; . . . " . ¢

"You don't eveén have enough time to. dump h\Ti\‘all _
your English stuff and then turn your mind around to \L‘
Year into Chinese. Dad realized that too, 'because '
one ‘time he said, 'It's pretty tough, isn't it?' I
said, 'I dori't know about the others--but for me, it

- ——— “_—_—'k'_'

"? CCNC OHI 85-4. See also C§NC OHI 86-11. )

' Baureiss, "The City and .. .. . .", p. 99.

? ZCNC OHI 85-12,

® CCNC OHI '85-4.

* CCNC OHI 85-14

3 : (‘ N
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Another student expressed her feelings about attendiqg
. . R . ’ - .-a . . N .
Chinese school: =, ... . . _

~"{1) went to theé Chinese school . .. yuk! (laughs)
That puts & big. dent 1into your playlng' hours,
doesn't it? 7-9 (o'clock)every night for three years

. For a kid, that's the pits because you want to

'go out and play Saturday morn1ng§h—9 to 11. What a
day! It didn't really hurt, but I mean, as a child,
. you wanted to go out and play moe A

‘One reason givenxfoq\the dislike of the Chinese léssons //

v

was not wanting to be different from their - ngA-Chinese
«‘/

peers:
"We wanted to be like everybody else . . . UWe felt
we ‘were like anybody else. We @idn't  feel we were.
different than anybody else when™ we were younger.
(We) played with the same kids all fthe time, so..
! that's why wejdidn't .want (to learp Chinese)."?’
N ' " Q

However, there was little or no reaction expreqsed by the
. v

nonijinese"friends about the native-born hav1ng to attend
o .
Chinese school other_than feeltng sorry for their triends

havi?g the commitment.®® )
The value of a- Chipese edutation‘was not generally
'recognized by tte §tudents >ddring /thefr. chtldhood. While

/< several are indiffergnt abougf th%ir éhinese school

experiences, some have mentioned their regrets of not being -

fluent in a Chinese dialect or not being able tb,a,”

¢wrfte Chinese.’’ A few Chinese Albertans who st a8

. language actually did so-as teénagers or adults an@$ 

" CCNC OHI 85-17,

»¢ CCNC OHI 86-28. ’ ,

'’ CCNC OHI 85-4. ’ : g
'* CCNC OHI 86-31, 85-4 and 86-14. - |

** CCNC OHI 85-12, PC 10 December 1986, and CCNC OHI 86-14.
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own aecord; Most students’in the language 'schools. and

T

private tutorials -did not vauire the ability to read and
write Chinese"to any significant degree. At best,k«a former
. ¢ ,’. L. ; \ . '
student ~ can recognize " enough characters to understand the

o ~ . . “ A
gist of a sertence. - . ¥ 3 N

~ . o . -

v?o the. older . generation, however, whatvmattered_more

was. not the teaching of reading and writing but ' rather . the

| "instilling of .a sense of pride and dignity in the Chinese

.‘

heritage and a sense of personal identity in their children. %\
-

An intérviewee. recalls. her father s pride: Qg:)
. . N

‘§§. " . . Dad, in his gentle way always 1mpressed upon '
. us, our. culture. He was very, 'very proud of our 3
culture ‘and being old-fashioned like he was, he -
always :had the time to sit and talk to us . . . all . '
+ I know is, that he was very proud of our heritage i
He wanted\us to . . . lea®n what we could of it."'°:

Chinese Canadians withstoad systematic pre]ud;gg with
° : - .o N ; . ¢

tolerance and refuted the ideas of inferjo%ity imposed by
. - »

Canadian society It is not to be wondered at then that the

Chinese parents were adamant about their children learning
the thousands-gf—years olad ulture and langua;e. Many
parents did not allow English to_ge_psediat,home,' insisting
their chiX¥dren cdmmunicate inkChinese. Sing Lim's account. of
his childhood on.the West Coast in;the early -part :
" twentieth century is repre@gntative*?f the e{perience and
attitude of many Chinese Canadians in Alberta:
"I . was not allowed‘to speak Engliéh at home or with

-other children. Our parents suffered so much racial’
intolerance they did not want to be part of Canadian

'°° CCNC OHI 86-32 and 85-40. ' - | AL
'°' CCNC OHI 85-14. - . N
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Whiie their - rel ctance: to be part-;;>CanadEan cu{tdre, or
attempts to preserve tne Chinese, one througn‘zthe - Chinese
L school lhave been - 1nterpreted - as tres,istance to total
- a551mllation‘°’, it was.partly a.respbnse'made to- adapt to

‘discmimination.’® R | o -

Concluding Remarks'

f“‘*“~~%~The‘»Chine$ew»langgage schools in A’berta served to

N ° T ‘-
. -

Soncgm ~
facilitate the transmission of Chlnese g;dture to youhg

A

Chinese Canadlans who might otherwise have been 1gnorant and -

.‘p0551bly even resentful J‘f their cultural ‘heritage. 'lf

provided the additional training )for those who found it.f

necessaty to travel abroad or ' femain within _ the’ Chiéese

communit}. to- pursue a career. The teachings oﬁ thefsahool

extended beyond reading‘ and ﬁriting;—encompassing

4

fraditional ethics and more 1mporEantlj, a sens@?of pride

and self- respect at a time when the Chlnese and other ethnlc

groups\\iéﬁe 1ooked upon ahd treated as second class
’}.

‘ c1tlzens. Given the m111eu of early twentieth century Canada

that dented Chinese Canadians many rights and_beneftts t he

- s ’

language school represented an essential institutior Lo the

Chinese: community.

'°? Sing Lim, West Coast China Boy, Montreal, Tundra Books,

1979,/p. 26. See also CCNC OHI 86-3°, 85-14, and 86-28.

'¥? _Kwok-hung Leung, "Ethnic Schools and PUbllC Educatior: A
2, Study of the Relationship Between Ethnic Schools and Public
,““Educatlon in Alberta"”, (Unpublished Master of Education
wwhe51s) Calgary, Un1versi;y of Calgary, 1984, p.1.

«J"( - ‘g
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IV.,CHINESE CANADIANS IN THE PUBLIC.SCHdS;S OF ALBERTA
7 . | - . :

/ j "Torment€d by Whites--Chinese Pupil Stabs

.r
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The -practice, which has apparently <“heen

. prevalent for some time, of the white scholars of

the Publig¢ School, anpoying the Chinese schelars, o

. was this morning severely condemﬁed in thg police - .o
‘court. Waen Quong How, a- fourteen-year-old. Ch1nese :

boy, appeared before Justlce acDo l and Heap on « *

a charge of stabbing William: Douga in the back
with a knife. , ) e
& P}eaaing uilty to the chErge, the boy §Eid ST
ggg{ the four Jboys in the court, William McDougall, - RS
eorge Ddwsog, Wilbert Scheer and Denald Ringland, ’
licked him he- got scared’/and used his knlfe as
there were too m oys on him, gg her \
al}eged that on other occasions the wh1te oyd”

kicked and beat him. Chief of Polich Lawson, in a .*

statemewt to the Court, said that no doubt the - knife . - ~
was used under great provocatlon the time, and h -
himself had noticed that the Chin >se children o
being cortinually pest by the white .boys. AHe, = -

however, wished the hlnamen to clearly understand
that they cannot,use the’knife.
Both the Jﬁgtlces then gave,the four w boys ™
present a severe lecture on  the pracfice of
tormenting the Chinese and. tbld them that if the
Dractlce were not stopped - they would be bpseverely
‘dealt '#®ith. The accused Boy was then told that he
would be let owt on, suspended sentence oOnm_ this
occasion, but that he must not use the knife again,
and in the event of anyone tormenting him, he was to
tell -the Chief of Police. “ N
Dr. Bruce and Mr. Matthews, two of the Scghool
Trustees were also present in Court and at the close .
of the case Dr..Bruce addresSed the court, . saying -
that .- he. was very .pleased to see the attitude the
court had taken in’ the matter, and added that every
Boy in the school, with the exception of the four® -

then in the court, had been severely reprimanded
about the contlnual abusing of the Chinese scholars .,
and had been informed that if a  further repetltlon t
of this sort of thing takes place, the offenders '
will be severely dealt with, eithar y the school
trustees or the Court. - ) .
The wound received by young McDougall was not
.of a serious nature, having only penetrated the A\
flesh,a short distance. ; &\
-—Mac tator, 2 April 1914 ‘
e
- 1Y
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Waen Quong How wa just one of many Chinese'victims of
rac1al dlscrlmlna ion and prejudice in the public schools of
,Alberta although few known 1nstances of phy51cal retallatlon\
were as.violent as this one. Chinese Canadlans were subject
to differential treaiment,,throughout the school systems
'because of their racial origin. A derogatory, stereotypical
imaée of the Chinese prométéa ‘abusive treatment' of the

.Chinese in everyday life. |

Uniike segregation movementﬁtwhich féfmed  in Brifish
Columbia, the relativeiy émall Chinesefpdpulétion in‘Aiberta
helpedl prevent .popular _nétivistv jvieQS from becoming
-‘transléted iato official policy in the‘province's public
;chobl  sysfe%s. The issue was relatively shoft—iived
compared to “the situation in;British Columbia and did not
command much‘atfention'in the press. School ”authorities in
Albérta at the time were beset with meeﬁing the educational
needs of large numbers pf eastern European immigrants,
’leavgngv the ‘Chinesé to adapt themseiﬁés as—beét théy could
vithin. the -regular program. The  school experiehce for
Chinese ‘students in Albe;ta was a mixedﬁ 6né, 'varying

"according to individuyals.

It should be noted that in doing so, however, it was not
policy- to seek the approval of minority groups regarding the

- educl@tion of their children. Ethnic groups were not provided
the opportunity for participation in -decision-making in
school systems or other educational processes.

¥
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A Backékeund of School Segregation:. The Schools of British

Columbia

_systematically denied equal ‘aCGESS to public education,

either directly through policy, or indirectly as a result. of

the ethnic stratification? that existed in  society. Since,

the early 1880s there have been Chinese children in the

’public schools of British Columbia.® 1In Vancouver and

Victoria, Chinese barehts were forced to fight tfor the

rights of their children to receive an adequate education in
thegpublicyschobls. During the first . > decades of the
twentieth century the issue of school segregation for Asian

children was repeatedly debated.*‘ An outcry -for segregation
.
was first heard publlcly in 1901 in the Victoria area but it
%2.For a discussion on the status of the Chinese and other
immigrant groups in Canadian society, see: Howard Palmer,
Patterns of Prejudice: A History of Nativism in Alberta,
Torénto, McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1985; W.. G. Smith,
A Study in Canadian Immigration, Toronto, The Ryerson Press,
1820; D. H. Avery, "The Immigrant Industrial Worker in
Canada 1896-1919: The Vertical Mosaic as-an Historical )
Reality" in Wsevolod Isajiw (ed.), Identities: The gq:;Ct of
‘Ethnicity on Canadian Society, (Canadian Ethnic Sfud\eg .
Association, Vol. V), Toronto, Peter Martin Associate
Limited, 1977, p. 15; C. J. WOOdsworth, Canada and the
Orient: A Study in Internattonal Relations, Toronto,
MacMillan Company of Canada Limited, 1941, p. 91, 289; and
W. Peter Ward, White Canada Forever: Popular Attitudes and
Public Policy Toward Orientals in British Columbia,
Montreal, McGill-Queen's University Press, 1978, p. 5, 20.
* Mary Ashwqrth, "The Segregation of Immigrant Children in
British Columbia Schools”, in Working Teacher, Vol. 1, No.
3, p. 7. : .
* The 1ssue of segregating Chinese chlldren was also
prevalent in the United States. "n the U.S. segregation of
the Chinese in public schools cor:inued as late as 1926 and
segregated schools were not vutlawed until 1947, See Lonnie
Chin, "Chinese and Public School Teaching", in
Chlnese Americans: School and Community Ppoblems, Chicago,
Integrated Educat1onal Associatioh, 1972, p. 58.

Chinese Canadians 1\ British Columbia - were’
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faile‘d to arouse much ’gublic" interest® until the labour
oréanizaﬁidns _furned it into a serious political issue the
following -year.‘ The issue was}réiséd oyef»tkp ‘e :é of ’
about sixteen Chinese children  in ‘atténdaﬁce o ef 108
Chinese»chiidrencof schooiiage'in the city.’ .
Anti-Orientalists  put forwardv - various  arguments
purperting tb éhbw thé'"dahgers" énd "evils" of.permftting
Chinege_children to‘remain ‘in the' public s%hools. These
agCusations /jncludéa - stories ‘of the 'Chinese being
unsanitary,-demoral;zing, carriers of ”loathsqme " diseases",
and - initiators of _ érime who would "lower the surroundihg
influences of school life".® Littlg heed was paid to >th¢
'repgft of the Superintendent of Schools which declared the

' " Chinese children te be "obedient, attentive, studious,  and

often setting a good example to othef children."?

2 -

A Early efforts to place Chinese children in separate”
classrooms  did not satisfy the  more radical

Anti-Orientalists who felt separate buildings were needed,

The creation of a .new school district in Victoria's

&

* Ward, p. 62\ . ‘ ‘
¢ Mary Ashworth, The Forces Which Shaped Them: A History of
the Education of Minority Group Children in British -
Columbia, Vancouver, New Star Books, 1979, p. 58. -

’ Ashworth, "The Segregation . . . ", p. 7. By 1907 there
were 50 Chinese students in Victoria's public schools and
240 by 1921.. See Edgar Wickberg(ed.) >fprom China to Canada:
A History of the Chinese Communities in’'Canada, McClelland
and Stewart., 1982, p.133. Wickberg also includes fiqures
for Vancouver schools in the same years.

* Ibid., p. 56-58. More argumentssfor segregation may be
found-in Patricia E, Roy, "Introduction" in Hilda
Glynn-Ward, The Writing on the Wall, Toronto, University of
Toronto Press, 1974, (Originally puglished in 1921).

* Ashworth, The Forces . . . , p. 592

Y

i
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Chinatown in 1904 was an attempt- on the part of the school

board to segregate the Chinese without admitting that

intent, as school boards were adyiseaxﬁng to discriminate

-

between children 'in regard to colour, creed, or race;'® the

‘ - - ¢ ) .
-reason.’ given “for ‘the move Whs T"overcrowding™ -in other

. [ .
schools. In 1905, just one year after - opening, the

segregated school was-forced to close because of the refusal
by many Chinese parents to send their children to it.
Two years later, the segregation crisis in Victoria

prompted the Chingse community to examine seriously the

k.possibil%ty "Qf assuming - complete -, responsibility for

eddcating their own children if they were to be barred from

Vigkoria <Chung Hua School, operated by . the Chinese

”Coksolidated Benevolent Association, offering both English

and Chinese language instruction.'?  Further efforts to ¥

) |
exclude the Chinese from public schoolskwere made in a 1907

motion which stated pupils who did not understand English
could not be admitted. fhe act was directed solely at the:

local Chinese population. The Chinese -pursued legal action
) < .

-énd were successful in halting 1legislated - segregatien but

@
»

> . . 3 .
unsuccessful .in rescinding the above-mentioned act.

A

Public Instruction. See Ibid., p. 62.

"' Meanwhile the Chinese were still required to pay .the
reqular property taxes to support public education.:

'? This school has also been referred to as the Victoria
Chinese Public School and Wah-kiu Hokhao (Overseas Chinese
School). Its Mandarin romanized spelling is Huagiao Xuexiao.
For information on this school, see Wickberg (ed.), p. 77 &
129, o :

-

-

/,
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Other stipulations which Chinese students in Victoria - ®

[4

\

had to contend with inéluded:vén}y senior Chinese stuaents
were glloweé%go g§ to the white:schdéis without éntérf@gence
of any kind, students had to reach’thé fourth grade before,'. Yo
being per@itted to jQﬁn fhe white classes, Chingse students. ~ .
beloﬁ fhé fourth graae who were able to speakv Eﬁglishvmyéil

could receive ‘a special permit to attend the white school,
- , . ‘ Y

i

and épecial permitg -could. be given to students 1in the
segregated- schools whom the. teacher thought would profit by
going to a white ‘school.'?® During this same period the

segregation issue gurfaced in Vancouver as well, and
_ , . .

measures of partial segregation were implemented.'* '
”/\\\&\ Fifteen.years later,  in 1922, talk’ of segregation’
~ s ? , N - .
reappeared in both cities. Anti-Orientalists wvere not

successful in impleménting the ‘policy 1in Vancouver, but-

. P

<

another 'boycott of segregated facilities (or the "chicken

cdop"“ as the Chinese derisively called it) occurred in
Victoria. When principals tried to implement the polidy fh\\~/)
September they were met- with determined resistance from the

°Chinese f®r the en-ire schooineaf. It was not until the
following Septembe~ when the Board conceded not to segregate

all Chinese studencs but only those who were ‘truly b;}ipd in
d .

theite work, that. Chinese students returnedAto the public

schools.'* ‘ - .

'? Ashworth, p. 78,

"4 See Wickberg, p. 129. . _

™ qgf Ibid. . ’ ‘

'¢* Ashworth, p. 80. It wds noted thatenot all students who
had enrolled in June 1922--before the segregation issue had

arisen--returned in September 1923, An examination of
0 .
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Dlscramlnatory practlcesu mm Brztlsh Columbla dlrected

aga1nst Chinese Canadlan schooﬁ chzldren were not 11m1ted gg/f\\\'

ﬁ .
school segregatlon. Other overt acts of pre]udlce were

Z_ existent within 1ts school systems. For example during the

v

Depress1on’ Years ‘ali‘ elementary school ch11dren were '
prov1ded filk for nutrldlonal purposes except the Or1ental
» chlldren. ’ Slmllarly, &l chlldren wlth the exceptlon of
'Orientalst‘recelved arrangements for dental care if an

'examination by a dentist revealed'any defects. The Oriental

children were merely told to(?pass on a message to their
) L * ’

parents.'® The school experience in British Columbia was.

indeed a challénging one for Chineseﬂstudents.
5 . e

-

The Chinese in Alberta Schools. . - _ :

3

Alberta’s . small Chinese population; ~and thus ‘even
smaller school-aged. Chinese* populatior, 'helped keep
N agitation at . a minimum, '’ Prevailing attitudes to

¢ immigrétion that is, the "hierarchyT of ., preferred

- ‘e

1mm1grants"2° in which the Asian rested,on the bottom as the
“(cont'd) student gnhrollment figures of Victoria's Chinese

schools during these months would probably reveal a
corresponding increase.
'’ See Rev. James Ko, et. al., (eds.), 93rd’ Anniversary of
The Chinese United Church, Vancouver, British Columbia .
1888-1981, Vancouver, 5 May 1981, (Engllsh detlon) p. 5. -
+'s 1bid. ' '
' See Appendix B, Table VI for the nimber of Chinese under
21 years of age in the cities of Edmonton, Calgary, and
Lethbridge in 1926;. and Append1x B, Table VII f®r the
d15tr1hutlon of Ch1nese in Alberta according to age groups.
In Victoria schools in 1902, however, a mere total of only

./ 20 Chinese students in attendance did-not. deter the white
citizens from advocating for segregated schools. v
20. This hierarchy ?gemed to be based on skin plgmentatlon

" with the Br1t1sh on. top, followed in respective order by

. =
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"undesired" immigrant, set the climate in which educational
. ,. . . .

provisions 'Qeie a@ministeréd.' Schodl" authorities did not

B : gt
7 . 1

concern themselves with the "small nymbers -of Chinese

scattered thrdughout Alberta - schools. Méréover, it was
commonly believed throughout Canada that the Chinese 'wgse,

unlike oOther immigran}s, non-assimilable, nor was such a_

process desirable.?" The attitudé was that "even if the
-

Chinese is intelligent and educated to Canadian customs and

standards, _' . . . the barrier of race is insurmountable,

~and he will never be assimilated.’'"?? Goverffments and school

<

authorities were preoccupied with Canadianizing-the Eastern

and Southern European groups who %mmigrated in large numbers

to Canada before the Flrst World War.?*® With the exception

?

2°(cont d) the Northern Europeans, Eastern and”Souﬁhefn.

. Europeans, religious groups, Blacks and then the Asians. For

more information on immigration pollcy, see Palmer, p.
22-37.

21 Jin Tan and Patricia E. ‘Roy, The Chrnese in Canada,
(Cafiada"s Ethnic Groups, Booklet No.“9), Ottawa, Canzdian
Historical Association with the support of the
Multiculturalism Program, Government of Canada), 1985, p.
21; also see, K. Paupst, "A Note on Anti-Chinese Sentiment
in Toronto Before the First World War" in Canadian Ethnic
Studies, Vol. 34, No. 9, 1977, p. 56; and Roy, p. xxii; and
W. G. Smith, "Can the Oriental Be Assimilated?".in Building
the Nation: A Study of Some Problems Concerning the Church’s
Relation to the Immigrants, Totagnto, CanadianfCouncil of
Missionary Education Movement, V922, p.-143-149."

%’ Ro& p. xxii. .
2 There was tremendous’ growth and diversity in Canada S

population during this period. By 1921, persons "having both -
. parents alien born" "formed 41 percent of the total
.population of: children under ten in Alberta. See Gerald

Friesen, The Canadian Prairies: A History, Toronto,

~University of: Toronto Press, 1984, p. 242-273; and Nell
. Sutherland, Children in English Canadlan Society: Framing

the Twentleth Century Consensus, Toronto, University of

‘ Toronto Press, 1976, p. 282-215. The concern of school

authorities over the education of these immigrants was
enough to establish the role of 'Supervisor of Schools Among
s' to ensure that non-English speaklng European

w



of re ts on schools in the ‘large ethnic settlements®* and

the Japandse Evacuee Children in the 19405”5 the Department
of Educatlo Annual Reports seldcm‘mPntloned the rac1al. or

ethnic ‘backgrounds of children attending the day schools,
Q : .

usuélly referring to them as simply "New CanadYans" or

>
"foreignersf.

Thé number of Chinese.ip Alberta was miniscule tqmpared
to British Columbia.?* Forn-éxample,_-in 1901, British
Columbia's Chidese‘poéulatioﬁ of 14,995 Qas é3 times greater
~ than. Albtrta‘s count of 235 Chinese. The cqastal brovince's

: A ; _
Chinese popul;tion prior to WorldtWar I1 alwdys remained at
ieast six timegvlaggeraz’ Schgglvaged Chinese =thi£dren on
A thg Prairies were relativeiy few durihg -the first two
decades but'a cohtemporarj journal of the earlf twentieth
centurf reharked that "almost every té&n‘SChOOl numbered six

. , , : ‘ /
or more Orientals among its pupils".?® ,( _

In 1926 Alberta had 341 Chinese between- the ageS°of 5

to 19 (who‘maY.or may not all have been
)

compared to a total of 150,014 school-aged students between

attending school)

the ages of 6 and 21 who were enrolled in publjc schools.

) 1mm1grants established the proper school systems‘
in their/communities. This position was initiated in 1907
and eyentually phased out in %he early 1920s. See Province
of Alberta, Department Qf Education, Annual Reports,
1906-1930. ‘

24 Annual Reports, 1907-1922. ' ‘

*s Annual Reports, 1945-1946.

*¢ See Appendix B, Table VIII for a comparison of the
Chinese population in British Co.umbia and Albérta.

?7 Based on Census of 1901, 1911, 1921, 1931, and 1941"

* Irene Keane, "The For ign Element in ©Our Schools" in The
Farm and Ranch Review, 20 April 1914, p. 319,

*2 Census. of the Prairie Pnovrnces, 1926- .and Annual Report
1926. - : )

.
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With .restrictions o Chinese immigration ,via ' the 1923

Chinese E&clusion Ac*t and the general disproportionate male
“ A
to female rat10’° the poleat1on flgures of those under 24

began to decllne Ten years later in 1936 the figure was
down to 357 and by 19@5 it had dwindled to 144, '
Population f1gures for urban centres suggest taat ‘the
| Calgary school district likely had @ higher propOrt{on of
Ch1nesi“students thah the school d1str1cts of Edmonton or

Lethbridge.”? In 1326 there, were 99 Chinese under the age of

v‘ .

21 in Calgary while only 56 resided  in Edmonton,

Lethbridge‘s school aged Chlnese populatlon was ]USt 16 and
0 gee’ Chapter I. ' S
' Census of the.Prairie Pnov:nces, 1936, 1946.

'? See Appendix B, Table VI. The Calgdry and Edmonton school
districts were organlzed in 1885. The Lethbridge S¢hool
District No. 51 was organized in 1886. The burst-o activity
in education was caused by an ordinance passed in the 1884
Legislative Assembly of the North ,West Territories--the
"Ordinance Providing for the Organ1zat1on of .Schools in the
NWT". It allowed commupities with ten children or more

. between the ages of 'five and twenty to creatg their own
school districts supported by compulsory taxation. For a
history of the Edmonton School District No. 7, “see M, A,
Kostek, Looking Back: A Century of .Education in Edmonton
Public Schools, Edmonton, Edmonton Public School Board,
1982; and G. A. McKee, Edmonton. School District No. 7,
'1885-1935, Edmonton, Edmonton Public School Board, 1935, For
~a history of Calgary School District No. 19, see "Historical
Notes on Calgary's Schools", Unpublished Manuscrlpt

Calgary, Calgary Board of Education; Calgary School Division
19, 1885-1935, (50 Years Anniversary Booklet), Calgary,
Calgary Board of Education; Phyllis Ellen Weston, ' "The
History of Education in Calgary (Unpublished Master of
Education Thesis), Edmonton, - Unlver51ty of Alberta, 1951;

and Robert M. Stamp, Schoo] Days: A Century of Memorles,
Calgary, Calgary Board of Education, McClelland and Stewart
West, 1975. For a thistpry of che Lathbridge School District
No. 51 see Jetsuo Aoki, "The Development of Lethbridge
Schocl District No, 51 to 1860", (Unpublished Master of
[Educatioen Thesis), Edmonton, University of Alberta, 1963;°
‘and Aydrey S. Balnes, Lethbridge School District No. 51: The
First 100 Years from Cottage to Composite 1886-1986,
Lethbridge, Lethbridge School District No. 51, 1985,
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if all were attending schools they would haeg consgifuted

0 65% of the student populatlon. B

Chlnese puplls were attendlng Edmonton public schools
by 1910 or perhaps'exen earlier." No less than 178 Chinese
. < t .
. » . *o - .
pupils attended Edm&ntoﬁ public schools between 1912 -and

£§47. A large proportlon of these. studehts had the surname
\” . -
"Mah".®® Those schools closést °to the local Chinatown. -

naturally had the highest enrollment of ‘Chinese students,

«

but there “were Chinese students attending schools in other

~

'parts' of the city.?** Of these students those borq in China

¥

— e e e i ————— ——

*? Calculated from the total enrollmen{ reported in Annual
Report, 1926.
..** This was as indicated by a manual search Ry common
Chinese surnames through the Edmonton Public Schools Pupil
Attendance and Progress Cards, 1900-1949. Students who
attended earlier may have been omitted .in the files. The
curator .of the 5rmonton Public School'Archives pointed out
that cards 'may Pe missing from the very early years when the
school board implemented the card system and from the 'end
years' when a new system began. . (Marlene Smith, Curator,
PersonalwConversation, 46 January 1987.) It should also be
noted that surnames which are not common may,have been
overlooked. To add to tHew-difficulty, yvery often the Chinese
_student's name was phonetic ly translated into English with
the common or first name miftaken by school authorities as
the surname. In Chjnhese th€ surname comes first, followed by
the mlddle name afid then the common name. For example'
"Moon" in the name Mah Ngyok Moon may have become the family
name in school and even in immigration records, when "Mah"
is actually the correctcsurname. Since the record cards
indicated the nationalities of both father and mother, the’
problem of mistaking names which are common to both Ch1nese
 and non-Chinese families was avoided. (For example, the
names Lee and Gee.) 6 «
*s Eighty-six of the 178 Chthese students counted were
Mah's. The label of Edmonton being the "Mah (Horse) Stable"
of Canada undoubtedly originated from the very early years.
’¢ Queen's Avenue School which has since been torn down had
the* greatest® number ‘of .Chinese students registered during
the 35 year period of 1912-1947 followed by Alex Taylor
School, McKay Avenue School, and then Klng Edward School
located on the south side of the c1ty

~

o>
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outn.mbered the native—bora?*% .The native- born\ seemed to
have remalned in school longer thgﬁ the forelgn born Chinese
students.®* Post- secondary education ‘in an uq1ver51ty,
college, .o}' vocationaY and technicel institution, however,
‘'was a Juxury that few Chinese €anadiafis Vcould agford iﬂ
Alberta%_ before the mid-tweneieth‘ centhfy;.TIn_‘1935 'en
-Edmontoﬁ newspaper reported there were 74 Chinese 'etudeqfs
in .Canadian.universéties of whom two were at the~aﬁivetsitz
of Alberta, 14 at McGill, and 28 at the Universify of
‘British Columbia.®® There were.Chinese students regietered
at the University' of ""Alberta in 1923 and perhepseeven
. earlier.*® fhe lack of financial resources -prevented mépy
whe would have liked to have pursued higher e@ucation:froé>,
doing so. A shortage of funde in the family even coerced

some , to join the work-force as a teenager, preventing them

[*N

from completing an high school education.

o

The China-born students were often recent arrivals to
Canada. Eveqnthough rmany of them wefe;already in their teene
they were esually placed 1i1n primary classes * which had
children much youngef'than them in not juet ege but social,
menfal, and physical development. Little attention was paid
to the determinatior of-the specific educational needs of

Oriental children. It was hlghly 11kely that the native- born‘
7 Seventy three were Canadian born, 98 were China-born, and
the rest were of unknown orlgln.

** Based on oral history interviews and- Edmonton Public,
Schools Student Attendance and Progress Records.

** Edmonton Journal, 3 September 1935,

‘° Report of the Board of Governors of the University of  ,
Alberta, Edmonton, University of Alberta Archives, 1923.
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did not requ1r any spec1al programs, as they adapted well

in the integrated classroom but attention _was needed for
the new -a;r1vals who Caﬂ? £ ‘learn Englxs;t”?heir'presence
~and progress, however, did not go entirely unnoticeq by
schdol authorities. The 1915 ‘Inspecto}‘s Report

Trustees in Edmonton indicates such awareness. MlSS

‘Queen Avenue class was descrlbed as,
. ( . _ .
. . .a large- class and contains a number of
foreigners, among whom are four Chinamen. The
- Xhinese are older than any of the other pupils .and
-are better up 1In number ‘work than 211 the others,
but they have the language difficulty to contend

with, 'and with the “exception .of one of them they
read poorly.’ * ‘ ) ‘

"

“~ ) . L -
The attendance of these older boys in a classroom. of
much younger stul®ents left .an impression on a  non-Chinese

student of the early 1920s in Lethbridge: ¥

Lol

"I can remember in Grade IV, ¥ can see the classroom
and I can see the teacher but her name escapes me at
-the moment. . . . At that time we had four Chinese -
boys in the class and they were not. boys, they were
young men--(aged)19, 20,. 21. They were obviously
there to learn Engllsh and 4t seemed so strange to
us at the age of 10 being in the same class ‘as these
tall . . . Chinese . . . and being so surprised
because you don't expect to see . . . you. certainly
expect to see Chinese children but these weren't
~caﬁldren . . . dressed in western suits,"*?

Being placed in a younger, or the "basy class" as. it
was often® referred to by the feenagers was an undesirable
but necessarf exercise in orde g learn English; The
students bofn in China,. on average, femained in school from
a few months to two oE’three years with very few finishing
high school. Financial status was ‘a crucial* factor in -
-

‘v gf Kbstek,-p. 227. T - '
*? Personal Interview (PI), Lethbridge, 28 October 1986.
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"determining e “du;ation of schooling for, these goung men

. v I P, .

who often wapted to pursue an education bu: Zcould not

because they had to work'tb’gupport theﬁseives ané}b«family
¥ ' ¥ T

in China: . )} :

"Everyone wanted an education. My'generafioh did not

get the chence. We had to work to. make  money «and

(make) a living to raise a family."*? ' ﬁ
we

Another common reason given for qulttlng SChool was the %@ct
that they were placed in unsuitable tlasses:

" . . When you('re) 20 (years old), it was
dlfflcult to be in a classroom of 10 years old and
12.years old."**
{

"I was in school for about one- to two years, why I
stopped after the first couple of years is because.
in a small' town, when I came, I wag _13-years old,
“and about this tall. (Demonstrates height.) The kids
in Grade I were about this tall (much shorter than
he was), so I said, 'Forget it--I'm not going to
school anymore.' That s why I started working. When

I first started working I was paid $35 a month."*%

"I spent two years at school and then I worked. I
was quite old when ,I started school here. My
clagsmates were much younger than me. I always ~elt
as amed of myself, so I quit and started worklig "

3
it

only attended two years (of) elementary school.
wo to three years (and) then I vgquit because thev
said I was too big . . . I learned the alphabe*
first and their pronunciation. I spent one year 1in
Macleod learningd’ English. I spent another year ir
Lethbridge. I was 16 when I was in Lethbridge. 1 was
asked to-skip a few grades because I got high marks
in arithmetic. I was promoted to Grade VII. However,
my English was 'bad; I couldn't catch up, with the
requ1rement recess time, a classmate came and
talked to me. He said I was much bigger than the
‘teachers. I was big enough to go to work So I quit
school and went to, work."*”
Chinese Canadian National Council Oral History Interview
CNC ORI) 86-38. .
Personal Oral History 1nterv1ew (POHI) 84-3.
'CCNC OHI 85-27. _ 5
CCNC OHI 86-30. :
‘CCNC' OH¥ 86-19,

- & v a2 (D) w
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" The China-born @bo attended school *~ <aled the English‘

langqgge were to.cause an-attempt ‘o ss%segate all Chlnese
chlldren in the publlc schools of a southern Alberta c1ty
*. ~ -

S - 2

An Attempt at School Segregation, in Alberta .
. ‘*%B o . -
Efforts in Alberta to keep Chinese children separated

from their white peers in the public schools were never as
. v
intense or severe as the measures which British Columbians

employed. Objections to Chinese renting or buying in "white"

areas resulted in their physical and social confinement to a

= A

certain sector of 'ézberta urban cen¢res"; namely the
Chingiowns, producing a deprivation in .educationad
opﬁortunities. Residential nsega'gation @etermines such
factors as access to centain schools'’--schools which méy'
have better facilities, higher operating budgets, lower 4:\

teacher-pupil ratiosf or beéter' qualified teaching

persénnel. A {ﬁ: T v oo
An  overt atéehp;, in southern Alberta in 1914 to

segregate the Chingese \students{was made é:er a concern of

, \

‘* See Chapter 1I. ‘ d
** Other elements affected are student achievement, the
development .of student attitudes and their sense of control
over the environment. See Ann PatKer Parelius and Robert J.
. Parelius, The Socicdlogy of Education, Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey, Prentice-Hall, 1978, 'p. 306; George Eaton Simpson
and J. Milton Yinger, Racial and Cultural Minorities: An
Analysis of Prejudice and Discrimination (4th ed.), New
York, Harper and Row Publlshers, 1972, p. 205; Vivian Tong
Nagy,"Famlly Characteristics, Attitudes and Values", in
Harold B. Gerard.and Norman Mlller School Desegregation: A
Long Term Study, New York, Plenum Press,'1975, p. 261; and
-Hilda Mah, "Schooling as 1t Affects the-Community and
Politicalglnvolvement of Chinese Canadians", (Unpublished
paper in possession of author.), Edmonton, 1984

, .

)
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the age difference between Chinese and white scholars; and

it was rifelwith racist overtones. It was the 'Lethbridge

“Women'=s . Civic 4Club that raised the question of whether.

Ch1nese chlldren should be allowed to attend publlc ‘schools

\

along w1th- chlldren'lofr the wh1te, populatlon. The Club

advocated that the .Chi nese students be taught by a special

teacher in a- spec1al room.

The members of the Club admitted~‘that they had no

specific case on ‘whlch to base their request; they merely
objected to the Chinese boysw mixing 1ndlscr1m1nately with
white . children, partlcularly the g1rls An excerpt of their

communication” to ' the. Lethbrldge* School -Board reads as
follows:
- "One of our members made ‘a point of watching
the children going home from school and-found there
- weré five’'Chinese. boys, who were practically ‘young
men, in one of the prlmary classes, this class be1ng
d1smlssed at 11:30 and 3:30, and upon each occasion
found these boys going ‘home with the same little
girls. The conduct was perfectly all right and the
play and fun quite harmless, but it was what this
would lead to that caused us-alarm, D
' These .Chinese . boys, ~orr young men, are not
gover\id by the same standards of morals as we are
and we  cannot &attempt to judge them .and -furthermore
they are brought up with men only, and we feel it is
‘ngt right to haye them mix in this way even ‘with our
smaPl boys, let alone the girls.

"1 might® state here another .case brought up was
~where " one of ‘ouf members stated ‘Her son had
complained that the odor from one of these Chinamen
whoesat next (to) h1m was Sso offeP51ve it made him
Sle ¢ : ’

AN % We wish to f1nd out 1if somethlng could not be Vo
. doﬁ% to have these Chinamen in a class by themselves
with a spec1al eacher, or same equally good method - -
adopted Adhere they wpulgd not m1x so freely w1th L
our children."3? S

-,

‘_;____l;________J_ ) . ' A

Lethbr'rdge Daily Her'ald 10" January 1914,

o
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Their fears of the'Chinese were not recognized by the school

board.
Thelresponsefof the board as a whole to their proposal
wa's _non—supportive and school Board Minutes reveal that the

letter from the Women's Club was merely acknowledged an-

filed for record.*®' Some comments made by board members in

the discussion of the i1ssue were as follows:

"Superintendent Hamilton--I hardly think it could be
done. We have Chinese pupils all the way from Grade
"1 to Grade VIII. Next year we will have a Chinese
pupil in the High School. "I think this latter pupil
is as hlghly regarded by his class members as it
would ' be possible {for any pupil to be. If it is the
problem of the schools to assimilate the foreign
populatlgn I don't -think we should put.them in a
refrlgerator away by themsélves, '

0

Dr. Thomson--1 don' t think the question is one that
should be discussed at all.

“ Chairman 'Higinbotham--The very fact that they attend
the ppblic schools shows their stamina. They know
they will have to stand a «certain amount of
persecution from white children. I think as a whole

they are probably better behaved than our. own
children."®?

' .ese views contrasted sharply.with. thosé of many school
trustees ‘in British Columbia dufing ‘the same era. The
response of the local media was also tame in cpmparison to
our neighbour proVincé.53 The Lethbridge Daily *@erald__
reported - the incident with.the headline: "Chinese Will Be

Treated As White" and without negative editorial comments.

Kl

N

s* Lethbridge School Dlstrlct No. 51, Board Minutes, 7
January 1914, :

s2 [ethbridge Dalfy He/"ald 7 January 1914,

*3 For examples of British Columbla media reports see
Ashworth p. 58 84.
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The Lethbridge attempt to segregate the Chinese in

Cm———
-

schools was likely 1influencea by racist activities 1in
British Columbia. No similar efforts were made in either the
Edmonton or Calgary school districts " despite their higher

Chinese "pupjl enrollments.** The coal-mining €lement of the

/

£ . . é . .
"Lethbridge economy and that industry's closeness to labour:
unions, which very often publicly voiced their anti-Oriental

stand, may have been a factor in this incident.®®

Informal and Subtle Discrimination in Schools

The absence of legal acts of segregation did not deter

S

some white citizens from mistreating the Chinese children in
the . school system. The "children were often informally
discouraged. from attending public school. As the Lethbridge

School ﬁoard Chairman pointed out in a quotation previously

AR

mentloned the Chlnese children probably did 1indeed expect

a certain amount of persecut1on from white children". Some
** None of the Alberta teachers and administrators
interviewed who’ taught in the first half of the twentieth
century can recall any proposals to segregate the Chinese
children. Their claims are confirmed by school board minutes
in both cities which do not contain any reference to such

~incidents. See Edmonton Public School Board, Board Minutes,
1914-1951; and Calgary Board of Education, Board Minutes,
1894-1947; Calgary Board of Education, Annual Reports,
1925-1947, < _

** Aoki, p. 33, reports that the influence of labour union
tendencies was felt early in Lethbrldge history. J. Brian
Dawson; "Chinese Urban Communities in Southern Alberta,
1885-1925", (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis), Calgary,,
University of Calgary, 1976, p. 23, reportsothat " . . .

- readily distinguished ethnic group sentiment was pronounced
'in the Lethbridge area.” Lethbridge expressed not only
anti-= erental sentiment but anti-Mormon, anti-Mennonite, and
ba51&ally anti-ncn- Anglo Saxon sentiment. For information on
the anti-Chinese act1v1t1es of labour unions see Ward, p.

48 49, 120122, 136 -163. :
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children considered it ﬁ%%t of the process of growing up:

"But we used to wonder when we went home, why does\

it happen? . . . Well, I .suppose in those days 1)
"took things with a grain of salt because we knew it
was there, and we accepted it as.a fact of life. ., .

. It became part of life, part of  our growing up)

and part of reality. I.was optimistic things would
change."®*¢ - -

Racial name-calling was a.common Eccurrence in Alberta

9

schools and the reaction téo it ranged frem ignoring the. -

incident to physical’ confrontation.®’ Those who tried to '

—.

overlook the racial néme;callihg as "just teasing", "minor

incidents", or "nothing to éQﬁplain about*_did not considef‘
it derogatqry and did not allow such..inCidents to _setf up;
barrie;s in their association with non—Chinesé peers. A
respoﬁdent recalls a préctice commonly employed in her

family to not let the prejudice bother them:
" Q%ese little rhymes and songs, . . . that
they 8%ed to sing about you (the Chinese)--when 1
‘was really little, it used to bother me. Then, as I
grew up . . . I tried, you know, you put up a
barrier and you think they're ignorant . . . My dad
used to always say, 'Well, consider the source. Just
pretend they are a mental case and they don't know
what they're saying.' . . . It's just like he says:
 'They're crazy, they're foolish. Don't 1listen to
what they say. Just close off-your ears and v .u
don't \have to fear.' So that's what we always uced
to do . . . every time somebody would make fun of us
_or something, this would go througi our head, 'Stick - «
_your fingers in your ears and just pretend they're
‘nuts. They don't know what they're talking
~about.'"** : '
One interviewee recalls not 'reacting to ‘the acts of

discrimination simply to avoid further conflict:

¢ CCNC OHI 86-9: S
°7 This was experienced by virtually all Chinese Capadians

who were interviewed for their oral histories.
5 8CCNC OHI 85-14. .

5
ER L
RN
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"Once in a while, t%ey "1l call you names ¥and all
that., But you just ignore it and it would all go
away.” You didn't retaliate. . There's no . use
retaliating because when you-retaliate“all you have

'is a problem., You just let it go in one ear and out

the other and it solves the problem. The problem
will go away."*’- ' o

all Chinese children took the petty insults calmly:

"Once a white boy called me 'Chink Chung Chinaman'.
I fought him. That was in winter time. We fought in
the snow., A Mr. Mah from a Chinese restaurant came
out and asked the white boy to release me..In. those
days people always called us "Chink _ €hung
Chinaman',"*® '

" . in publlc schgols from Grades I to VI, I
used to highly resent naﬁgrcalllng and things like
that, and I can remember getting into the odd ffight
and hassle, and having my father have to explain to

the other parent why I beat him up or things 'like

that . . . As I'got older, of course, it got . less
and less. I was.able to take out frustrations like
that e (in football agd other sports)."*"

| "I‘fought a lot when' I was a child, but I didn't
when I was an adult. When people poured water over

me or called me names, (I fought them). (As 'an
adult), I just forgot about them. If I knew how to

fight (as a child), I would have fought many (more)

whites, "*?

‘ﬁ%ch or- what white children said and thought, whether

fully comprehended their actions or not, was a carry-ove

existing ethnic tensions particularly between adults

incidents have been described as ones of common antago

between playmates:

"I sometimes fought with others when I was a student

After the fight we were friends again . .
they laughed at me because 1 was Chinese. . They
called me names, so I fought them."*? :
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86-19,
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On occasion some Chinese chlldren were excluded from 50cia1-

events or other activities. Such an experlence 1s descrlbea

"Her best frlend had invited her to a b1rthday party
and - she was so happy. Because she was going to this
party, she had bought the present, signed (the card)
and given it to the girl to take'home Her (the
birthday girl's) mother looked at ‘the card and said,
"Leong? What kind of: mMame is that?' She replied,
'Chinesé’ , and the girl apparently came to school
crying saylng, "My mother says you can't ‘come to my
party. tMe 4

Chlnesé“students who did pat7adopt contemporary ,Western

faghion was subjected to Qprther abuse: .
" « . Just usug} . . they teased you. They sing
the1r funny little songs, hymns, and of course, I
suppose in those days, 7 1looked a 1little bit
stranger than the other kids because of my typical
bowl haircuts, 'clothes that weren't really what you
would call the latest style, or whatever, you know,

- kids tended to pick on you a little bit . . . Lots
”of kids wouldn t play with you at that time."*?®

4 3

Although there were not any dress codes in the public

"schools, the Chinese girls and boys at Norwood School iég

Edmonton have been noted as "usually dreséed in western
clothing but would wear Chinese slippers".** Square haircuts

were typical of the gitls while the boys often sported

e

' . iy , ‘ .y ‘
crewcuts, *’  Chinese childfen whko used to wear traditional
: T

clothing to>the,LethbridgerghQOl atthe. beginning of the

century sparked a local folk tale entitled "The Ghost At

Bowman School"” yhich has ‘éven been broadcasted on Canadian L

Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) Radio.**¥

¢4 CCNC OHI 85-17. , . -

¢5 CCNC' OHI 85-14, L g ' ’

‘¢ Lenore C. Holychuk, "Norwood: Then and Now", Unpublished

Manuscript, Edmonton, Edmonton .Public Schools Archives,

November 1983. , o '
’-1bid. S : ’ \
¢t See Appendix C for the story.



| 119
N

Albertans' Perceptions of the Chinese Student -

| The wim_age of ‘the Chinese that waé passed on to white
cHildrén by the{r parénts -wés of the threatening coolie
dressed in a traditionalrl ng éown witQ a éleaming smile, Fu
~Manéhﬁ‘mustache, long fihge ail§, ahd'; cleaver drawn from:

a wide sleeve.‘’ White children were warned against going to

.

Chinatown or a Chinese friend's house for-fear of "never

_getting out" or "just dropping out of sight". It wanfelt,by
' .. v . o . o
some that Fpis was something the white children learned ‘from

‘adults and didn't really understand:
4’ . v
"Well, they would make derogative ~remarks but I
don't think they meant what they said. It was more
in"fun-and jest than mean or that sort of thing."’®

"The' .only bad parts are what the children get
probably from their parents because children can't

. make up things. like that. (For example,) Once in a
while 1'd say to some of my friends, 'Well, I can't
come over to your place to play because my mom says
‘we have to come home in 10 minutes :and we have:
chores . and things to do. But would you like, maybe,
to come to my place and I'll ask my mom if you can
come over and play?' And they'd say, 'Oh, no! My mom
would never allow that. You know, you guys-got these
great big trap doors and when we walk through there,

. they'll open up and drop you 1in there and you'll
never be seen again.'"'' ' .

ot )
A non-Chinese Albertan recalls chanting a racist ditty with

friends as.a young boy and not really understanding why‘they

g

—— = — = . ——

** CCNC OHI 85-14; Personal Communication (PC) 10 December
1986. For more information on North American misconceptions
of the Chinese in contemporary works see Glynn-Ward, The
Writing On . . . ; William Speer, The Oldest .and the Newest
Empire: China and the United States, Hartford, Conn., S. S.
Scranton and Company 1870; James S. Woodsworth, Strangers
Within Our Gates, Toronto F. C. Clarkson, 1909; and Emily
Murphy, The Black Candle, Toronto, T. Allen, 1920.

7% CCNC OHI B85-8, CCNC OHI 85-22,
’; CCNC OHI 85-14,
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"We uld run  up to the door and shout the rhyme
hroug it--just yell and run. It was a daring thing

do., One Chinese man got very disturbed all the
tyme and the other was cool and calm. ‘It was

enseless because all the kids in the village were
/\e/ireated well by the Chinese. In fact every year at

(\ Christmas we would be treated to free Christmas
' pudding." "% ' .
The racist comments were undoubtedly hurtful,, all toq

~
1

common, and remembered by many to thlS day.

. Although the Ch;nese were generally thoeght of as
eooperative and studious students a few did appear 1in the
Puniéﬁment Book of Queen's Avenue School in Edmonton. ™’ As
early as 1910 e.young Cﬁinese'boy was given "16 strokes"”
(straps on ehe palm .of the hend)‘ Forn:the. offence of
"disebedience"." However, no further defadls of the.
incident were recorded so it is not known if. the " boy

\~understood enough Engligh to amend to diécipline. In 1917 a
Graae III Chinese stﬁdent'.caught playing En the ;ailway
tracks at the back of the school was given four straps(on
each hand alohg w1th his non-Chinese playmates * In 1922 a
igroup of 13 boys which included a 1@7 year old Chinese
student in Grade V was punished for(%playlng over on (the)
girls' side (of the) playground".’* Other’ogfences recorded

~in the‘Punishment Book included: ‘"migbehavior in lines"

: & - :
"disturbing lines", "filthy conduct", "scuffling in hall",
—————————————————— . ’ ’
'? Confidential Personal Interview (CPI) 19 January 1987.

73 Queen's Avenue School, Punishment Book, 1906-1931,
Edmonton, Edmonton PUbllC Schools Archlves Teachers were

requited to record every 1nstanq§ of corporal punishment in
this bgdok. ' Y,

"¢ purf§ shment Book, p. 49. '

* Ibid., p. 90.

"¢ Ibi ~p. 116
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and gthrowing snowballs aﬁ girls on (the) way home from
'school".’’” There was no refereﬁce_ tb‘ any pupil being
punished Qor making racial slurs against fellow students but
it was noted that one young Soy was punished for what the

teacher interpreted .as "swearing in (the) - Ukrainian
“language".’?® ‘ B .

A

Alberta edﬁcatofs generally ;iewed Oriental students in
a positive light, as reported in é 1914 issue of Thé; Farm
and Ranch Review: "Thége Chinese or Japanese studenfs; Eyﬁ
the way, make almost the <‘st type of scholar, indusfrious,
intélligent, aleft, polite, é;reful. They wish to learn, and

usually,'suééeed remarkably well."’’ This stereotype of the
‘ i

Chinese student with its positive and negative effects, was

to*last for decades and has survived to this day.

’? Ibid., p. 135, 129, 141, 145, 163. For more examples see
Punishment Book.

'* 1bid., p. 146. :

'’ Keane, p. 319. This observation was certainly in contrast ;
to accusations by pro-segregationists in British Columbia
that the presence of Chinese pupils subverted classroom
order. $ee Ashworth, p. 62. Such popudar views existed in
British Columbia despite the fact that the teaching.staff
maintained its assertion that Chinese students in the
classes produced no dissension at all. No statistics from
prior to the mid-twentieth century are available on the
levels of achievement of Chinese students in comparison to
other children although the earliest study on the
intelligence levels of Chinese and Japanese students was
conducted_in Vancouver  in 1926, See Phillip E. Vernon, The
Abilities and Achievements of Orientals in North America,
New York, Academic Press, 1982, p. 509. Also see, Morrison
G. Wong, "Model Students? Perceptions and Expectations of
Their Asiafh and White Students", in Sociology of Education,
Vol. 53, October 1980, p. 236-246. ,

?
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, ) . :
- Chinese Students' Perceptions of Alberta Educators

The teachers and admlnlstrators of Alberta schools have
%
generally been highly regarded by Chinese Canadlans. ° They

have been described as patient, resourceful, dedicated, and

possessing a wide range of pedagogical skills in their
dealingg with' Chinese students. Many devoted aftdr-school

-
« hours to help newcomers learnlgnglish and some teachers have

been especially © remembered for their intolerance -of

;derogatory and racist name calllng at school.

S

L

~There have been’ veducators, nevertheless, who uttered.

N

rac1al slurs themselves A few students spoke of teachers

0
€ s

%%o were not ‘as. sympathetlc to the Chinese:

, the one major thing I was dissatisfied
one English teacher. He had an arrogant
I remember that in elementary he kept
T that the English were controlling the*
X-Hﬁt the Chinese had long f;#ﬁernalls

~ j;.ﬂ

2 3t'0f students were not always perceived as

3o 5 ﬁ% iﬁﬁ ' Y

1 . .J1ég§‘mFor example:

R A oo
MWell ‘»p@ﬁdﬁ&o have & teagcher who used to .

H..;w ‘only’ the oOrientals if they did
sopiet R Qrow1ng an eraser, You know, if the
b %bi% el (9 &3 threw an eraser, he was not

- Y, ,% an Oriental kid did that’ he was
_vﬁkhlg;. always p@nlshed a strapped "ez

fE%; because of his bad experiences;
-Qfa Canadlanfforn ho was educated in China and found

1e§@h English ‘as a teenager when he

.

- ISR -V g i VU .’

*° Baséd .on views from CCNC odal Hlstory COlgéif on,
1985-1986 and personal interviews, “é

*' CCNC OHI 86-31. \ T _ &
*? CCNC OHI 86-11. . - . , - ,

' Q% §

g%and" He Yecalls w1th great resentment qettlng hit with

AT
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and within a span of five to six years he had had

‘3§yégéht to nine different teachers.®® Educators, like any

other people, varied according to their beliefs and biases.
P @ . : ’ .

%) . ‘ ;
Concluding Remarks

Although Chinese Caqadian students in Alberta prior to

" the mid-twentieth century were not subject to any official

restrictions concerning access to an education in the publiec
N . :

schools, it did not exemptotheﬁ from obstacles having to do

with Zheirf Ethniéity in déily school iife.. The school
segregation movement that sb{lt over from British Columbia
was ﬂshort-lived and primarily part of nation wide
anFi—Orientai sentiments. Any further development of the

issue was brevented by the relatively small and stable

Chinese population in the public schools, particularly after

. immigration of Chinese to Canada was completely halted in

1923, ' - g

X | _
A higher educational lszs} might have bFen attained by

the China-born students if the school system had been !Ebre

v

~accommodating and sensitive to their needs. The native-born

Chinese students in Alberta, however, coped well in a system
that stressed Anglo-conformity and British loyalty.” For the
most part, those who encountered and endured discrimination

have not retained any resentment about the incidents. They

‘> POHI 84-7; PI 17 August 1984; and CCNC OHI 85-41.
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‘haQe memqries that are difficult to erase but tﬁey did not
allow the unpleasantgess to - hinder their pfbgréss and
determination fo succeed. The extent to which the Chinese
students weré affectéd by discrimiﬁation is imboséible to

measure but the future ambitions and visions held by Chinese

Canadians at the time could not help but be 1int. .snced and
modified.

Y



$ V. ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR THE CHINESE .

= . e X o3 K
During the 1lat nineteenth and first “half d%xxhe e
i b A, D “j_ K

twentieth centuries, adult Chinese immigrants in:5$lbeﬁ§a’
Q@ e

s - D . . .. A . ' .
urban centres wishing to acquire proficiency in the English

language' had three avenues available to “them.? The first

e’

was  private instruction where cost and possibly the

!

availability of willing and cooperative tutors Aere

‘deterrents:~—The-second avenue was to learn their limited

»

English on  the job and not receive any formal
instruction.* The third avenue and the one most “commonly

adopted by the Chinese was to pursue evening classes in
.

basic English offered bysboth the putlic school boards {and

Few Chinese immigrants knew English before they came to
Canada. See Chapter.II, : .

! Some of the early Chinese Aimmigrants learned English on
their own, by what they have described as "listéning and
memorizing" from their job situation and other experiences, -
Many also used a Chinese-English dictionary. One oral
history interviewee recalled carrying a card which had the
name of his destination printed on b}y a friend. Another
interviewe worked in a restaurant memorized the written
menu and meYely(had his cystomers order by pointing to the .
desired selection, For examples, see Chinese Canadian
National Council OFal -History Inferview (CCNC OHI) 85-26,
85-35, 86-38, and 85-5, . ' o f

< : : o
* Only one oral historyIintervieweﬁgﬁentloned having élred a
a

#OHL 85-2. Another
gentleman related how a neighbour w ﬁ‘asked to give private
lessons but no mention was made about] remuneration. See CCNC
OHI 85-5, ‘ "

‘ Three oral history interviewees fall into this category:
CCNC OHI 85-26, CCNC OHI 85-35, and CCNC OHI 86-38.
> At least six of the oral history interviewees attended the
churches' English classes (CCNC OHg® 85-37, 85-42, 85-2,
86-5, 86-4, and Personal Oral History Interview (POHI)
:84-6); and only one attended the public school night class
) C e -
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tutor to teach him English. See CCNE:
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classes the schooi and church hoped: ultimateiy to ensure

—

natioﬁal unity‘ "~ in language, rel1glon . and

culture--Canadlanlzatlon and Chrlstlanlzatlon

r ~
- [
foy

Attaininé Canadiamization Through the Night Schools

'Anglo-Canadians in the early twentieth centqry“ were

deeply - concerned about the- hundreds = of thousands of
non-English speaking European immigrants * Their fears that
the English 1nst1tutlons of Canada would deterlorate nd be

taken over by the "foreigners" prompted Anglo-Canad ns to

embark on a program designed to assimilate or absorb the

immigrants.  The " school board was one of the agenties that
wae lecEed to assume the responsibility -throughout “the
early Aqecades. Schools were to be deveioped as eommunit}if
centres and as instruments of'Canadianﬁzation:’

Educational leaders took for granted tnatfimmigrants

_ were to become Engifsh-speaking, develop  pro-British

a .

sentiments and. adopt Anglo-Canadian cultural identities.

Canadianization was equivalent, to Angle—conformity, which

"t

was ' desited for all newcomers to the commonwealth Qf Great

e, e o

*(cont'd) (CCNC OHI 85-29).
Although Anglo-Canadians awere also concerned over Ehe

4

3

‘Chinese, Asians were not included in the nation's plans for

assimilation or Canadianization. See Chapter IV; and W. G.
Smith, Building the Nation: A Case of Some Problems

,Concernlng the Church’s Relations to Immigrants, Toronto,

Canadian Council of the M1551onary Education Movement, 1922,
p. 124-153,

"Report of Delegates Attendlng The National Conference on-
Character Education in Relation to Canadian Citizenship held
in Winnipeg", 20-22 uctober 1919, p. 12, Edmonton, Edmonton

Public School Archives (EPSA), FILE No. 1246.

a
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Britain.® Aereugh the.focus was on the’ children of ' the
immigranrs, " provisions for adults were not completely
ignored.’® The public night school was the major agency
engaged in this work. - | |

School authorities throughout Canada, and particularly
in " the .foreign domlnated communltles,' were ‘strongly
. .

encouraged to establish a basic English night class'® to
2 For further discussion see, Raymond Breton, et. al., "The
Impact of Ethnic Groups on Canadian Society: Research
Issues™ in Wsevold 1sajiw (ed.), Identities: The Impact of
Ethnicity on Canadian Society, Canadian Ethnic Studies
Assoctation Vol. V, Toronto, Peter Martin Assoc1ate§
Limited, 1977, p. 191—213

’ More empha51s was placed on the children because 1t was
thought that the suecess rate Wwould be higher in this‘age

- group. The consensus was that children are easier to mould
than adults whHo had pre-established values and ideals. See
J. E. Rea, "My main line is tHe kiddies . . . make them good
Christians and good Canadians, which is .the same thing", in
Isajiw (ed.), p. 3-14; Gerald Friesen, The Canadian |
Prairies: A HlStOFy, Toronto, Un1vers&ty of Toronto Press,
1984, -p. 345-346; and Marilyn Barber, "Canadianization
Through the Schools of the Prairie Provinces Before World
War T: The Attitudes and Aims of the English-speaking:
Majority" in Martin L. Kova.s (ed.), Ethnic Canadians:
Culture and Education, Regina, Canadian Plains Research
Centre, University of Regina, 1978, p. 283.

"'° Day classes. were suggested in both Edmonton and Calgary.
The Edmonton Public School Board reje¢cted the idea in 1921
and the response to such a proposal in Calgary in 1913 is

- not known. See Edmonton School District No. 7, Minute Book,
January 1921 and Calgary School District No. 19, Minute
Book, December 1913, The:concept of the 'public school nlght
classes in Alberta emerged after the turn of the twentieth -
century. Classes. held at night enabled those who held day
jobs and thosekwho were not within the school-age range of 7
and 15 an opportunity togobtain educational advancement. For
information on age requirements see, "Extracts From the
School Attendance Act as Amended 1919", (Unpublished
Manuscrlpt), Edmonton EPSA; and Sectlon 3 of "The Truancy »
Act" in Province of Alberta, Department of Education, Annual
Report 1914, p. 130. The Alberta government was highly
supportive of the evening program and stated SO in its -
Department of,Education Annual Report 1914, p. 64-65: "They
have just as é

education. of people of such ages as have those who are able

uch claim on the public money expended for the



128

°

accoqmodaté%the working immigrant. ThevEnglish as a Second
Language '(E.S.L.) ciasses, as they would be known today,
were intercﬁangeably cailed '"English for Non—English“ or
WvEnglisb ﬁoF Foreignars"; and 1a£er renamed ﬁEnglish for New
Canadians™, or "Canadianization Classes". They wére -often
:_assighéd to _schode board departments’ such as "Continuation
Classes", "Technf@al ﬂEducation", or "Night Ciass
Committeess. Such provisions in Alberta were made almost
exélﬁsively fothhe,non-English—speaking Eur pean immigrants
who constituteé}fnot only ths majority of the immigrant
‘ population,‘but in contrast to the Oriental were considered
bofh more désirablg and assimilable.'' The Chinese, however,

were . permitted to‘/ﬁﬁke advantage of the organized public

evening classes, which some did.

'°(cont'd) to attend the educatlonal institutions prov1j1ng
instruction during the day. Because a student above the
'compulsory age limit cannot attend school between 9 a.m. and
4 pim. is no reason why he should be deprlved of the
opportunity to'receive suitable instruction when and
wherever it is practicable for the educational system to
arrange for its provision." In November of 1914, the ‘
provincial government formulated official pd!?cy to render
financial aid-to. cqmmunltles for promotlng technical
education, including night class instruction. Special
government grants were awarded to school districts to help
~maintain night school classes. See Annual Report 1914, p.
50; and "Report of the Delegates . . .", p. 12. There was
also a concern regarding the best teaching pedagogy to
utilize when teaching English to the foreigners. See, James
T. M. Anderson, The Education of the New Canadians: A '
Treatise on Canada S Greatest Educational Problem, London, %
~J. M. Dent, 1918, p. 116-142. In 1914 the Edmonton Public
'School Board made special note of its retainment of -"four
expert Berlitz teachers" who coached the night school staff.
See Superintendent of Sch@%ls, "Report No. 3", 15 October
1914, Edmonton, EPSA. ‘

1 gee Chapter IV. | : . :

'?* In Vancouver 1908, the first English as a Second Language
Class (E$L), was established for the purpose of separdting
older Oﬂ&iatal pupils from whites. See Mary Ashworth, "The
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Only in Lethbridge did the local school board establish
classes specifically for the Chinese.'?® Lethbridge's night
class-program opérated only on.an ad hoc bai;s when there

P

were sufficient pupils reéegistered.':* "The - school board's

b

efforts began in 1913 but oniy 1as£ed for that 6ne year.
Night classes dia néf redume until after World War I.'® Had
classes been organized in Lethbridg¢ in 1914, the Board
_ ;would not have been able to pay its teachers.“ The Board

was ofily willing to furnish the classrooms and provide heat
o 5 '
and light.

Basic' English evening classes in Edmonton  were
inauguratea on 30 October 1912 along with other evening

classes, and had a total enrollment of 19 students. These

-

students  were divided into three levels--elementary,
intermediate, and advanced, The foreign-bofn made up the
majority of the elementary class but records «were not kept

of their ethnigzty." By 1914, classes were distributed- over
*(cont d) Segregatlon of Immigrant Children in Brltl_,
Columbla Schools, in Working Teacher, Vol. 1, No, 3, Winter
1978, p. 8. ‘ :
' See Province of Alberta. . . Annual Report 1920, p. 112.
'+ Annual Report 1915, p. 57.
“* It is not known whether 1t was the war effort
“.insufficient enrollment or insufficient funds that was the
primary c¥use for the night school's closure.
'* LethbrFdge Daily Herald, 23 October 1914, In the
discussion the school board had over the p0551h111ty of
classes being held, it was decided that should 'there be
classes, teachers were to have been responsible for making
their own arrangements with pupils for remuneration.
Instructors in previous years were paid by the Board.
1?7 The intermediate and advanced classes taught Practlcal
Arithmetic, Business Erglish, Penmanship, Spelling,
Dictation, Stenography, and Bookkeeping. Classes at all
" levels were held three evenings a week for two hours each
evening., See Superintendent of Schools, "Report No. 10 on
South Side Schools™, 31 October 1912, Edmonton, EPSAs

¥

1



from the evening non-English studentsx,was noted in the.
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seven different centres throughout the city ~and _arithmetic

Y

and civics were added to the teaching 5% ba51c Enqlfsh;;j

Calgary was. the f1rst' of the three Alberta'.urban

~

centres to open English for Non-English classes. In the fall

of 1911 these classes were instituted and an healthy

-
enrollment of. 315 students was)pquickly attained."‘The

program in Calgary continued to be very successful hav1ng
expanded to several centres before the outbreak of WOrlq War

One . . 1 i
The fee of $2 {ber"term was charged‘invAlhertalanéﬂf'
G . S ' . .
. ’ : L E 1/\( . R
appears to have been kept unchanged uﬁtll tee. 19304, In

Edmonton, 1t was actually a. depos1t requlred of each student
which was returned if ‘the attendance of the individual was

over 75 percent.z‘lstudents'were also allowed tollpay “in

installments. In Calgary 1925, difficulty in collecting feés-

o

School Board minutes.?? The Board 3[instructed' the*

c ) o .
Superintendent to have teachers obtain signed promises to

< AR _
pay from such students if they wished? to continue .in the

classes. ' .

't Annual Repont 1914, p. 75. S :

1o Calgary School District No. 19, Mlnute Book, 14.November
1911, The Board's involvement in other nlght school classes
datés back to 1902. For.information oh the development of
evening classes see, Leroi Allister Daniels, "History of
Education in Calgary”, (Unpublished Master of Arts Thesis), -
University of Washlngton 1954, p. 180-186.

*° See Province of Albérta . . . AnnuaihReport 1912; and

" Calgary .". . ., Minute Book, August 1912,
If the attendance was only 50 to 75 percent, then half of °
- the deposit was returned; but if it was below 50 percent

21

the total deposit was forfelted
*?* Calgary . . . , Minute Book, January 1925

5
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\Some years l;tér; during the late 19305' or early
1940s,?* the Calgary School Board agreed to establish free

classes in English gof.adults'of European éxtfac;ion. Such

‘classes, however, did not materialize because even with
advertising there was not ;nough registrants to warrant its

operatioh, | : (k

in“_contrast, a request. thnty years Qérlier by an

e . ) - R . .
. Edmolifon Chinese community group for instructional material
£ T

N

f#as;nof.accommodated."" In 1920 the Chinese Nationalist
Leag;e on Edmontqn wrote to fne¢§chool Board asking for a
guppiy.of readersfkor thgif eveningqclasses. BoafdA Minutes
indicate the'itém was brféflyfconsidered bﬁ£ the request héd
to be denied for féars of a shortage of readers for school

) needg.’?iThe_letter was moved to be. filed and no records

S
.n-exist ofvany reply.

-

L £
“The Chinese Enrollment

+ . . The “ éhinese 'ma%e up a minute portion.of the students

registered'in-tbe evening English for Non-English classes. A
. o _ >

'tbmprehensive-‘suryei of student characteristics such as age

‘distribution, gender, occupations, and nationalities. was

. — P L ) ‘vﬁ R
H TTTTETT T cr===="

*? This 'was described as "some years ago" in "Report of the
Superintendent of Schools For Januaty 1944", Calgary,
Calgary Board of Education. _ '
** Communication from the Chinese Nationalist League to
- Edmonton Public School Board, 10 May®1920, Edmonton, EPSA,
. File 4816, There were also efforts by other ethnic groups to
. ‘start their own classes., See communications from the years
1915 and 1917 in Edmonton, EPSA, File 1246. SO see ' .
references in Edmonton . . ., Minute Book, 21 January 1930,
11: February 1930, and 23 December 1926. ‘ - -
*s Edmonton . . . , Minute Book, 17 May 1920. ' o

[4
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y
conducted in the 1914-15 school year' in all night - school
centres of Alberta.?* It revéaled that the Chinesé made  up
1.5\ percent *(a9 :out of 3203 student5s) of the provincial
total.27 Any person over 16 years of age was ., eligible to
attend the night classes byt students vere usually in their
20s or 305 with the majorlty belng male ’“\Attendance rates.
varied from extremely low te above average

. \\ . -
Of the total night school enrollment iMall classes Nn . L
= : ‘ .

Edmonton tha% school year, only 2.5 percent or 15 students :
"@erel Chinese.” The majority of night school reglstrants i C:
were enrolled 1n English for Non- Englzsh classes % By the
::-;Q;-;;;;;;—;l;; 1nc1uded information on names of ¥ K
instructors, size of classes, and duration of courses. It T

~Y

revealed statistics on Alberta school districts that offered
‘basic English classes for the non-English; these included:

Edmonton, Calgary, Medicine Hat, rdegg, Bridgend,
Passburg, Bankhead, Coleman, Frank 1Bellevue, Canmore, and
Taber. See. Prov1nce of Alberta . - Annual‘RepOPt 1915, p.
58-63. '
*7 Calculated from figures in Province of Alberta
Annual Report 1915, p. 72.
** Sge Province of Alberta . . . Annual geport. 1915 p. :
58-63 for median ages’'of .individual classes- R
** 1bid., p. 2. Other nationalities attending included: 73 :
Russians, 12 Bulgarians, 31 Itakians, 44 Austrians, ‘1 Greek,
27 Ruthenians, 10 Galicians, 7 Swedes, 129. Germans, 4
Maltese, 12 Poles, 6 ,.Norwegians, 29 French, 20 Hollanders, 4
Swiss, 18 Ukrainians, 1 Icelander, 18 Hebrews, 51 Engllsh
15 Scotch, 8 Irish, 28 Canadians, 6 Americans, and 6 o
Unclassified. Also see, Edmonton?School District No, 7,
"Reports No. 1, to 6--Technical School Classes” andqﬂReports
No. 1 to 20 Inclusive Regular Clagses" of "Annual Statement
of Night Class Instruction" to the Province of Alberta,
Department of Education--Technical Education Branch,. 12 .July
1915, Edmonton, EPSA; and Superintendent of Schools, "Report
No. 7" 4 August 1915 Edmonton, EPSA, p. 3.
*°.In October 1914 n1ght classes opened with a total of: 212
students spread over four schools, of whom 163 were in
classes for the non-English speaking. See Super1ntendent of
hools, "Report No. 3", 15 October 1914, .Edmonton, EPSA
Tie enrollment was as follows:'Queenfs Avenue School-113
(106 non English, 7.academic), Parkdale School-¢3 (all

- non-English), RichieLSchool-ZG (all non-English}, and Scona
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" end of the.schopl term_a total of 1606 students had been in
attendance of whom 37, or 2.3 percent were Chinese.*' No#
~all the Chinese, enrolled were in the baS1c Engllsh classes
some were students of Bc51ness English a;d Math, Mechanical
Drdwing, ,Building' Construction Drawing, Wood&prk, Academic
Enélash, and Commercial'Engl}sh; ;
-Edmontcn was the only centre in the province ghat
experienced an expansion that year in nigkt school

enrollmeﬂt, offering 15 English for Non-English classes.®”

Calgary, even with its higher'Chinesevbopulation, was only

able to ‘attract 11 .Chinese students into its curtailed
1

program of five classes. . They represented 1. of the

‘\.

total student population of''974.°® Serious disruption

ercen
in the

‘night class progrém was felt in all other Albey®a entres

‘ eve3'7with the financial aid from the provincial government
which began in 1914.°* War time cond%;ions for the next four

‘'years not only had a negative effect on the range and
®(cont'd) High School-50 (8 non- English, 42 Commercial). By
~ the end of the month enrollment jumped to 575 pupils of whom
326 were non-English learning the English language or
creasing their proficiency in 1t. Superintendent of
ols, "Report No. 4 Fall Term 1914", 5 November ‘1914, The

acadepic subjects. See Edmonton ‘. . ., Board Minutesy 7 May

i\nce of Alberta . . . Annual Report 1915, p. '68.
Statements at Edmonton Public Schools note 40 Chlnese among
a total of 1499 or 2.7 perqent.
>2 Edmonton did show a decline, however, in the number of
classes and. in enrollment after the war. In 1919 only two
schools offered the class with enrollments of 10 and 24. In
1920 there was only one class operating with enrollments

S\ between 20 and 30. See Superintendent of Schools, "Report

" No. 90", 1 December 1921, Edmonton, EPSA. | )

33 Calculated from f1gures in Prov1nce of Alberta
Annual Report 1915, p. 69. :
*¢ Ibid., p. 57.
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variety of programs school boa<§; had to offer buti on the
attendance record-as well,?®3

School. ~ boards often wused advertising to recruit

students for the basic English classes. In October 1919 the

<

Edmonton Public School Board authorized the preparation of

announcements of the night classes 1in ' different languages .

. g . »
for distribution' among non-English speaking people. The
o -

avallable sources, however, do not reveal if any were

publlshed in Chinese.

Advertising was not the only method'cf recruitment used
by fhe Al;;rta schooi_-boards. In May 1914 the Edmonton
School Board requssted from the City a list of names,
addresses and nationalities of all non-English speaking

people for Wse in the formation of night classes in the

following school term.®’ 1In another instance, a Calgary

principal conducted a survey through the pupils of his

school to gauge the level of interést of parents and other

adults in 1mprov1ng thelr Engllsh 3% This part1cu1ar agtion
>* The evening language instruction classes operated
successfully in Calgary until the outbreak of World War I in
1914 when the number of courses offered was 'gradually
reduced. In the fall of 1913 the Calgary Board offered 37
different technic¢al night courses. By the end of 1915 only

continuation courses for Grades IX and XI studengs that were

fully self supporting were avallable as evening classes. All

classes were discontinued the following year. See Danlels,

p. 183. The Annual Report 1915 noted that enrollment in

these English classes of Calgary were only about one-third

of what they had been the previous winter. Province of

Alberta . . . Annual Report 1915, p. 57.

*¢ Edmonton . . . ,Minute Book, October 1919,

*7 Ibid., 7 May 1914

** The pr1nc1pal found 30 adults who were 1nterested in

enrolling in an English class. Based on this data, the Board

adopted. the Superintendent's recommendation that such a
class be provided to operate two evenings a week for three

s

Vad
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* arose out of the expressed concern of English-Canadians over

the role of the  public school 1in providing elementary

English and Canadianization classes for the non-English.?®’
; o
Community Support

| Support \far basic ‘English classes ‘came from many
community . éroups, and particularly from women's

. . -%

associations.*® 'Members of ~one Edmonton organ}zationawere
quite anxious to further the afforts of the board and even
offered to proyvide a variety of services .¢hemselves. They
communicatedﬁto the school board their"willingness to sefve
meals to some gf the classes, procura charts for
instructional use, and survey factories and other places in
search of foreignérs for the'scho;l board classes.*’

General community suppor£ contributed to  the
continuation of the basic English classes thfoughout the
1920s. An aggressive assimilation policy continued to be
followed in the public schools of Alberta throughout the

\ \ .
add beyond.** A late 1920s Annual Report noted a

decade

marked. 3€mand for classes in oral and written English from

’/”(cont'd) months in the Langevin School. For more
information see, Superintendent of Schools, "Report of the
Superintendent of Schools for January" Calgary, Calgary
Board of Educatlon 8 & 10 February 1944
** Ibide
‘° The Young Women's Christian Assoc1at10n, Women's Canadian
Club, Women's University Club, and Adult Education Committee
of Edmonton and Calgary were among such groups.
‘' Communication from Women's University Club to Edmonton
Public School Board, Edmonton, EPSA, File 2863.
‘2 Neil Sutherland, Children in English Canadian Society:
framing the Twentleth Century Consensus, Toronto, Unlver51ty
of Toronto Press, 1976 p. 213

. -
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recent immigrants of non-English speaking countries.*® By
this time the Chinese Exclusion Act had halted all Chinese

Q

immﬁgration to Canada, which undoubtedly diminished Chinese .
¢enrollmént.
Economic condifiéns in the Depressisn years brought
’abgut budgetary festraints in sil,Alﬁerta school boards and‘
ths'night school program was again curtéiled. Enrollment in

all centres showed a corresponding decline. Edmonton School

Board policy permitted students on relief to attend evening

claséiéffree of charge.** Documents do not specify 'if the ™

Chinese were includéd in this generous offé; but during the
1930s relief payments to the Chinese were certainly unequal
compared to amosnts awarded to whites.**® The general*decline
in enrollment was also attributed to the drop in immigration

and the availability of similar programs offered by other

a

organizations.**

‘> Province'of Alberta . . . Annual Report 1928, p. 69.

‘¢ In 1931 the.English for New Canadians class was down to
38 students from 99 students of the previous year. More than
half of the decline in the overall night class enrollment
was due to the drop in classes of English for New Canadians.
The decrease from 1931 to 1930 in enrollment was 115, of
which students of Engllsh'%or New Canadians accounted for
61. For more information and figures see, Superintendent of
Schools, "Comments on Evening Classes", 27 January 1932,
Edmonton, EPSA. L

‘s For more information on,relief payments to the Chinese,
see Howard Palmer, Patterns of Prejudice: A History of
Nativism in Alberta, Toronto, McClelland & Stewart, 1982, p.
145-148., The .Chinese were being allotted less than half of
what whites were receiving.

*¢ Both the YMCA and Robertson College in Edmonton South at
that time offered such classes. Robertson College actually
began conducting their classes in 1917, It was located on
11118-80 Avenue. See Communication from the principal of
Robertson College to Edmonton Public School Board, 8 January
1917, Edmonton; EPSA, File 1246; and Superlntendgpt of
Schools,,"CQ?ments on English Classes", 27 January 1932,

3
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~ essence, Christig
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Teaching Epélish in the Cause of Evangeli%ation

AN . . .
Similar . English classes, although evangelical in
, ﬁ ' ¢
nature, were operated by various church groups in Alberta.

f - : . .
These classes were 1in progress even before the idea was

conceived by public school boards. It  was perhaps not so

ch‘>an act. of generosity as it may seem for the lessons

/

whe immigrants to be able to

reéa/ the Biblical scriptures; Edgcational services evolved

from the conintlon of _the Church that it could not

Christianize 'Wi%?qf*ﬂ~ r' vice versa; in

Canadlanlzatlon were

synonymous.

Immigrants represented a challenge for the Protestant

v

Churches; and missionary workers, compelled by a sense.of
mission or "God's calling", were _appointééf/;herever new
Canadians could be found.*’ M{ssions were established for

virtually all immigrant groups, including the Chinese.*® In
‘¢(cont'd) Edmonton, EPSA,

‘’ W. J. Campion, et.-al., The Erst Fifty Years: The '
Training and the Work of Women Employed in the Service of
the United Church of Canada, Toronto, The Committee on the
Deaconess. Order and Women Workers, The United Church
Training School and the Women's Missionary Society of the
Women's Missionary Society of the United Church of Canada,
1945, p. 12,

‘* Missionary work among European foreigners in the
northwest began in the n1neteenth century. For information
on the work among Ruthenians, Ukralnlans Poles, and other
ethnic groups, see Elizabeth McKillop, "Ploneer Missions in
Southern Alberta™, in Pioneer Mission Work, Presbyterian

.Church, Alberta, Edmonton, A. Bryden, 1915, (Authorized by

the Women's Home Missionary Synodical Conference of o)
Alberta), p. 13-18; A. McLarfen, "Pioneer Missions in Eastern
Alberta”", in Ibid., p. 19-22; Annle G. Foote, "The Early
History of Western Presbyterlan Missions", in Ibid., p.
23-30; J. H. Riddell,  Methodism in the Middle West, Toronto,
Ryerson- Press, 1946, p. 272-275; Finlay Family Papers,

- 5]
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‘the case of the Chinese, missionaries were genuinely '

concerned about their physical and ﬁgiritual welfare, but

these feelings wére in conflict with an underlying scorn of

ce:téih'aspects of the people and culture.*’

—— o - ———

**(cont'd) "Newspaper Clipping File", Edmonton, Provincial
Archives -of Alberta (PAA), Box 3, .Acc. B84.155; Ministerial
Session of the Fifteenth Session of the Alberta Conference
of the Methodist Church, 29 May 1918, p. G.S. 65; and .
Michael Owen, "'Keeping Canada God's Country': Presbyterian
School-Homes for Ruthenian Children", in Dennis L. Butcher,
et. al. (eds.), Prairie.Spirit: Perspectives on the Heritage
of the™United Church of Canada in the West, Winnipeg, The
University of Manitoba Press, 1985, p. 184-201, ’
‘’ This paradox in Protestant thought: 'is ‘&kscussed in W.
Peter Wagdf "The Oriental Immigrant é%&gcgséda's Protestant
Clergy, 1858-1925", in British Columbia Studies, No. 22,
Summer 1974, p. 40-55; and mentioned in Edgar Wickberg
(ed.), From China to Canada: A History of the Chinese
Communities in Canada, Toronto, McClelland and Steward Ltd.
and Minister of Supply and Services Canada, 1982, p. 124.
Not all Christians believed the Oriental should or could be
assimilated. Writings of the time discussed the vices and
virtues of the Oriental. For examples, see’Rev. J. C. Speer,
The Story of China in Canada, Toronto, Department: of
Missionary Literature of the Methodist Church, 1906, p.
40-67; Smith, p. 124-153, .

*° Missionary work among the Chinese in Canada began in 1859
in British Columbia. A missionary school for the Chinese was
established in 1860 in B.C. The first Chinese Mission was
opened in New Westminster in 1883. A Chinese Rescue. Home was

founded in 1887 in Victoria. For more information see,

Twenty-Fourth Annual Report of the Women’s Missionary :
Society of the United Church of Canada 1948-1949, Toronto,
The United Church Publishing House, p. 92; Rev. James Ko,
et. al. (eds.), 93rd Anniversary of the Chinese United '
Church, Vancouver, B. C. 1888-1981, vancouver, United Church
of Canada, 1981, (English Edition), p. 1-3; Malcolm C.
Magdonald, From Lakes to Northern Lights, Toronto, The
United Church of Canada, 1951, p.- 91-94; Jean Gordon Forbes,
Wide Windows: The Story of the Women’s Missionary Society of
the United Church of Canada, Toronto, The Literature :

" Department, The Women's Missionary Society, The United

Church of Canada, 1951; and Edmund Oliver, His Dominion of
Canada, A Study in the Background, Development, and
Challenge of the Missions of the United Church of Canada,
Toronto, Women's Missionary Society and Board of Home
Missiops of the United Church of Canada, 1932, p. 225 & 231.
Also see, Rev. A. B. Winchester,‘tWhat is Being Done for the
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extension of the evangeiistic zeal of the times,
particularly of Protestant missionary efforts in China which

‘had - bequn in the early nineteenth century *'  Chinese
5°(cont d) Chinese in Canada?"™ in Presbyterian Record May
1904, p. 235-237; and Speer, p. 50-52, 64-66.

3 The first appearance of Chr15t1an1ty in China occurred in
about 505 A. D. as part . of the missions of the Nestorian
Church. Later in.the 51xteenth century Catholic missions
were sent to Chiha. The first Protestant migsionary arrived
in China in 1809. For a concise history‘see'Kenneth Scott
Latourette, A History of Christian Missionaries in China,
New York, Bussell and Russell, 1929. For information on
early misgionary work in the province of Kwangtung see John
A. Turne®, Kwangtung or Five Years in South China, Hong
Kong, Oxford University Press, 1982 (First published by S.
W. Partridge & Co., London, 1894). Some sources state that

Canadian missionary work in South China was actually brought
about by the Chinese who had come to Canada from the Canton
district. These missionaries in South China concentrated on
bringing the gospel to the families and friends of the
Chinese in Canada and on following up on converted Chinese
who had returned to China. See Campion, et. al., p. 10;
Forbes, p. 6z; and Alvyn J. Austin, Saving.China: Canadlan
Missionaries in the Middle Kingdom 1888-1959, Toronto,
Un1vers1ty of Toronto, 1986, p. 126-127. Educatlon was a

~service provided by missionaries in China to accomplish
evangelistic goals. The school played a fundamental role in
missionary efforts to reach the Chinese. The minimum

. Objective was to have every convert able to read the Bible
for themselves. Christian influence was probably strongest
in education. See John K. Fairbank (ed.), The Missionary
Enterprise in China and America, Cambridge, Harvard
University Press, 1974, p. 13. The educational work in the
evangelistic efforts of missionaries, however, was often
subject to debate prlor to the 1870s. The secularizing '
effects of this provision, partlcularly the use of English
in the schools was feared. More so, they feared the
evangelistic cause would become secondary to--education;
®here was a danger that Christianity might be expected to
grow out of educatien rather than the other way around. In
China during the late, 1800s, with trade and commerce
flourishing in the treaty ports, the use of English in -’

- schools was pay icularly associated with learnl@ for
personal gain.*It was/acknowledged in 1885 that "som@ mission
schools' high turnover of pupils was due to the fact that
students only stayed long enough to learn sufficient English
to obtain lucrative employment. For more information on the
issue of including English instruction in missions in China-
see, Irwin T, Hyatt, "Protestant Missions in China,
1877-1890: The Institutionalization of Good Works" in
Ar2rican Missionaries in China: Papers from Harvard

o *
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missions in Canada, along with missions .among native

Q

s (&) :
Indians, French C83nadians, and Eastern Europeans, remained -

“under ‘the Jjurisdiction of,'the Church's Foreign Mission

Boards well into the twentieth century before becoming an

~ entity of tne Home Mission Boards.®®

: . . ¥

Of the four Protestant denominations that were the most
active in providing . services for the Chinese ‘in .
énada——Presbyterlan Methodist, Anglican, and Baptist--the

ﬁgrst two were the most prominent in Alberta.®® The United

(Qhurch of Canada, which formed 1in 1925,%¢ continued to

encourage further work among .the Chinese throughout the

country. By the 1930s it could boast of 25 Oriental missions

[

of which two were in Alberta.®®
*'(cont'd) Seminars, Cambr1dge Mass., Harvard East Asian

. Monographs, East Asia Research Centre, 1966, p. 52; and

Evelyn E. Rawski, "Elementary:-Educatioen in the Mission
Enterprise” in Suzanne Wilson Barnett and John King Falrbank
(eds.), Christianity in China: Early Protestant Missionary
Wﬂrtlngs, Cambridge, The Committee on American-East Asian
Relations, 1985, p. 136.

*¥ See Margaret E.' McPherson, "Head, Heart, and Purse: The
Presbyterian Women'® issionary Society in Canada
1876-1925", in Dennis L. Butchér, et. al., (eds.), PPaiPie
Spirit: . . ., p. 147. '
*? Macdonald, p. 92. Macdonald suggests that it was probably
the work among Orientals that the two churches had their
first experience in cooperation and sharing a mutual
responsibility.

It was an union of the Presbyterian, Methodlst and
Congregationalist Churches. For more informatiop see,
Macdonald; Forbes; and Oliver. :

** For locatlons -0f the other Oriental Missions, see map in
Atlas of the United Church of Canada: In Christian Servzce
for Others in Canac . «nd Lands Abroad, Toronto, The
Missionary and Maintenance Fund Committee and the General
Books of the United Church, n.d., p. 6. It was not until the
1940s that mission work among the Japanese was initiated in
Alberta. See Twenty- Founth Annual Report . ..., p. 50, 66;
and Oliver, p 283, ° : ]
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Endlish Classes and the Founding of Chinese Missions

The popularity of English classes contributed :to the

N b ‘ .- N A ’ . ' )
foun@inb\of.é@o Chinese missions in Alberta. They- were
located in the wurban centres of Edmonton and Calgary and

were the beginnings‘of,thQ'ChinéSe'United Churches in those
cities. Although an Oriéntal mission was not established in

’the Lethbrldge area, missions for other ethﬁﬁc and cultural

groups had been operatlng for some tlme ¢ One mission in‘

“Alberta 'reported that .its com9051tloh included many
‘nationalities: Chinese, 'Russiamé, ‘ Gefmans, Italians{
Bulgarians? Swedes, Norwogians,bEnglish; French Canadians,
and others.s’ | S ( |

Activities which led to the formation of the Chinese
. . : ‘ ' .
missions in Edmonton and Calgary foll%wéd the pattern

adopted in many \British Columbian localities.®® Initial
activities such las street-preaching, home visitations,
church and SundayiSohool'services,'social and recreational

activities,®’ and educational services for adults and
¢ The Presbyterian Church home mission was launched in 1892
~over the concern of Mormons settling in the area south of
Lethbridge. See Home Mission Report, Presbyterian Church
1892, Edmonton, PAA, Box UC 196; and McKillop, p. 13-18.
57 The Home MISSIOI"I Pioneer, February 1912, Vol. VII, No.
12. Less than half were Engllsh with almost an equal number
of French Canadians.
** See Lascelles Ward, Oriental Missions in Br‘ltlSh
" Columbia, Westminster, British Columbia, Society for the
Propagation of the Gospe‘ in Foreign Parts, 1925, p. 86; and
S. S. Osterhout, Orientals in Canada: The Story of the Work
of the United Church of Canada W uh Aszatlcs m Canada,
Toronto, Ryerson Press, 1929,
°*’ The Young Men's Christian Associations were usually the’
primary 1nstlgators of recreational activities. A Chinese
"YMCA arose in both cities. The Edmonton YMCA was organized .
in 1921 and included instruction in both English and
~Christianity. The Calgary YMCA wasefounded by Christian
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childggn were sponsored by~varioué established congregations

-

'in Ehéfﬁﬁty to attract the Chinesg“°VWheh 1t was possible,
%E%iese graduates of other miséions who knew English*' or
%ﬁih?%ea hissionaries from missions in China,'werevrélied
‘péoh'to cérry'on the‘programs. Both Edmonton and nggéry
: received the - services of cohverted Chinese Christians aﬁd‘
Calgary has been noted to have had thé aid of returned

missionaries from China.*?

A

J The English instructional classes had.excellent teacher

to student ratios¢® and usually while no fees were required,
donations to the mission were welcomed.“.Ciasses were held
either in the sponsoring church or. in the homes~ of the"
church ministers or volunteers. Once a regular ﬁumber 6f;

attendants was attained, a rented room or building was
**(cont'd) Chinese in 1914 and received much support from a
variety of religious denominations. See Chinatown News, 3
December 1979, p. 6; Frank Dabbs, "Calgary Chinese Mission",
(Draft only--Chapter of Unpublished Manuscript for the 0i
Kwan Foundation Time Capsule), 1986, p. 4; and Macdonald,.p.
93, ;

¢° Some churches that were active in this respect were the
First Baptist, Knox and Wesley Presbyterian, and Central’
Methodist Churches of Calgary; and the Westminster
‘Presbyterian and McDougall Churches in Edmonton. See Dabbs,
. "True Sons in the Faith", p. 6; "Calgary Chinese Mission", |
p. 3; Ban Seng Hoe, Structural Changes of Two Chinese
Communities in Alberta; Ottawa, National Museums of Canada, -
1976, p. 209; W. Peter Ward, p. 44; and POHI 84-6.

¢' Wickberg (ed.), p. 95. ) o
¢* See Frank Dabbs, "A Great Cloud of Witnesses", p. 5.
¢3.J. Fraser Perry(ed.), They Gathered at the River,
“Calgary, Central United Church, 1975, p. 194, reports a
ratio of 1 teacher to every 5 students in one local church
that spoﬁsbred English programs. Interviewees from the oral
history collections also reaffirm the low ratio, often
speaking of only 2 to 3 students per instructor. .
‘4 Oral history interviewees recall that a donation was )
sometimés given. Dabbs, "Calgary Chinese Mission", p., 2,
states that students of the Calgary Mission were charged a
nominal tuition fee of %}.
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sought.‘5 Thé rented space provided a regular meeting place

for nﬁghtiy adult sessions and weekend preaching.

The Edmonton and Caldgary Chinese Missions
Mission wofk ~and English classes among the Edmonton
Chinese were initiated in the first decade of the twentieth

century. As early. as 1904 Crinese immigrahts were‘offered

Sunday School classes at (.2 Westminstér Presbyterian
Church.*‘ Teachers and_pupilé‘of the Alberta College‘’ began

- mission =w@rk' among the Chinese shortly after its

founding.‘* The local newspaper reported their ‘objective was

AN

to eduqate,. "civilize", - and ultimately éhfistiéniqe the
‘Chinese, altﬁough it was also hqtea that the majp;it& of. the
’ c1tj 's Chinese did not pay much attention to the mission.*’
Inv 1908 ten or more regular attendants were taught read1ng,~
b“spell1ng, and wr1t1ng in Engllsh in addltlon to ,the‘ B1ble'

and New -Testament scriptural readmngs. Centrally located
: ‘ .

. L. -~ : .
__________________ . ' , 2

‘* In Edmonton thlS was the house on 96 Street and 102 Yo
Avenue which became the first Chinese United Church. If1 . .~
Calgary the first rented space Was in the McLean Block' on - - 5%
8th Avenue S.E. ‘near City Hall; then the missién moved to .a ’
rented building on 10th Avenue S.W. . . : t

*¢ Hoe, p. 209; and Dabbs, "True Sons in the Falth", p 6.

*7 The Alberta’ College was established in 1903 by the ,
Methodist Northwest Conference to promote ‘higher education.

For its history, see Ninetieth Anniversary Booklet, 1961, -
Stutchbury Family Paper$, Edmontop, PAA, Acc. 80.230 S.; and'
Riddell, p. 273. . [ : .
¢ . Edmonton Bulletin, 23 May 1908 .

“* Historically, missionaries fﬁ{Chlna represented a

disruptive force to traditional Chinese: soc1ety The fact

that Christianity accompanied Western Imper1allst measures

was also a factor. See Arthur Sch1e51nger Jr., "The - ©
Missionary Enterprise and Theories of Imperlallsm" in John.

K. Fairbank (ed.), The Missionary Enterprise . . . ,:p.

336-373; and Lascelles N, Ward, p. 79-83,
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churches” Iike the McDougall Churéh also offered English

classes on Suﬁﬁays.’° Missionary work among +the Edmonton

Chinese led to theé, establishment of a Chinese Church in the

early 19305'7‘ ’

b

Oral histories reveal that the main purpose of Chinese

1mm1gxgn£§ in frequenting the churches was to’ }earn some - _

‘x.

English. Canadian Protestant missionafies geherally‘ faced

- much, difficulties in trying to attract Chqdese members

When Rev. Dickman was enqu1red about hlS ‘difficulties in

1935 he - was quoted as saying, "I visit all the Chinese

. N ' 4 '
people in Edmonton. Whgn_l ask them why they do not comej‘ts

. my church they say they are too busy."”?® That year the

“1° CCNC,QHI 84-6. , ~ | _
. '' See Chapter III. Support’and assistance from the United.

.Church of Toronto helped maintain the small Edmonton
cHurch's existence. See Edmonton Journal, 26 August 1935.

’? These problems are discussed in Ward, p. 44, Also see
Edmonton Journal, 3 September 1935 regarding the
difficulties Rev. Dfckman had in trying ‘to convince members
of the Chinese community to attend his church services. In:
addition, the existence of various denominational bodies
confused some Chinese, See Malcolm Macdonald, p. 96 in which
a Saskatchewan Chinese 'is quoted as saying "You Christians
funny ,people. Four Churches and one Jesus."” Converted
Chinese Christians also encourtered ‘v e difficulties "For
example,, see Speer, p. 54-56. '

73 See Edmonton Journal, 26 Auqust 1935. Early statistics .48
" not reveal religious backgrounds of ethnic groups. At the

turn of the twentieth century, the Census of Canada did not
‘even suivey Eastern religions. In 1911, 0, 66 percent of -
Edmontoh's total population claimed affiliation with Eastern

: religions- the figures for Calgary and Lethbridge e 0480 .

percent and 7.23 percent: respectively These figures

undoubt®dly included Moslems, Hindus, and Sikhs. See Census

‘of Canada, 1921. The 1981 Census-of Canada shows that 4.54
percent qf the Chinese in'Edmonton are Buddhists, _
Confucianists, or Taoists, 15.2 percent are Protestant, 12,2
percent are Catholic, and 61.8 ;percent have no religiousb
prefeﬁence. See William C. H. Cheung, "The Chinese Community
“in Edmonton: A Demographic Analysis™, A paper/presented at
‘the "Building Our Potential"™ Seminar, Edmonton, Chinese
Canadian National Council (Edmonton Chapter), September

144
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‘parish’boasted of having 35 members:’* o

Galgary's.Chinese Mission, with its longer history,75

. A
expquenced a larger congregatlon and wider expans1on than

A
yltswcoynterpart if Edmonton ‘This was, to some extent, due

: L o
to. the. greater 1nvolvement and support of some local white

’

;.c1tlzens who wllllngly spokgaup for the Chlnese in pUbllC in
tlmes of need"‘ Another facﬁ%r was Calgary s higher ChYnese
"populat1on, partlcularly 'the Canadlan born who werex&luent

inVEnglish and more famlllar‘ w1th Canadian institutions.
These people were. able to conduct themselvesy more
‘\/ I N P

_aggre551vely and successfully in promotlng the work of the !

'Ch1nese M1551on and other such prOJects.

D ('_ N
'_,x

ﬁ Engl¥§h classes fcondUCted for the Chinese'in Calgary.

"date’. back to the early 189057° when classes weng 1n&t1ally

B T SR ol ,,

13 (cont'd)y 1984, p. 5. - oo S !
"+ Edmonton dournal 26 August 1935, ¢ ' \

CTS A catalyst to the establishment of,Calgary s Chinese ' \

mission was the'.1892 Small Pox Riot (See Chapteg’ I):ir which

¢/ ‘the. local Chinese were blamed f 5spread1ng the disease. The - \\
"Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyt ‘rian Churches ‘formed the

Cariadian Chinese Assoc1at1on after the incident’ to .promote

.an_interdenominational Chrlst1an m1551oh among tﬁe Chinese.

'See. Frank..Dabbs, "Calgary-Chlnese Mission"

ul;"?The few allies the Chinese had during the small pox

. déevelopment of the .Calgary Chinese Mission are Rev.tJames
" -Herdman of Knox Presbyteridn Church who became the-

. incident were members of theé clergy and other Christians.
See Calgary Herald, 14 Octdber 1910 for another 1nc1dent
where some of Calgary s ehite citizens spoke up for the
Chinese. Among the prominent people who helped in the

—

Superintendent of Home Missions for the Synod-of Alberta and
British Columbia in 1902, Thomas Unéerwood, a Baptlst '
building constructor who was later elected mayoP of Calgary,
and William Porterfield; a Baptlstzgrocer. C

T Members of -the Chinese. Mlssion jwere key flgdres behind

' such projects as -the. Calgary Chlnese School, the Oi Kwan.
'Foundation, the Wai Kwan Manor, #nd the: Chlnese YMCA. See
Dabbs, "A Message to the Future "Calgary Chinese MlSSlon"
- -and "Chinatown. Development Foundat1on “
"% Perry, p. 193; see also "Central Methodlst Churgh Before

_q
CES
-
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held at Central’Mefhodisf Church.”” They continued * for so
mMany decades that the room where they were held is still‘
known “as the "Chinese Room" *° A Chinese Department in the‘
Sunday School ‘that cons;sted of 25 to 30 young men grew out

of the missionary act1v1t1es.

©

. N . FOETE
The Calgary Chinese " community organized its  bwn

\

church®' in 1901 which. provided separate‘ eoucationa}
programs. It opened with two Chinese boys;*? and by‘1903
twenty—six Chinese of'wh%ﬁ 18 were baptized Chrisgians_,were
reported to be-attendingbsnnday services.*® In the 195%;

evening classes conducted by the city's Chinese Natidnalist

"(cont d) World War One" in A. W. Rasporlch and Henry
Klassen (eds.), Frontier Calgary 1875-1914, Calgary, 5
McClelland and Stewart West, 1975, p. 181-189. t
’* The Central Methodist Church (1905-1925) evolved from the\
McDougall Mission (1873-1883) and Calgary Methodist Church
(1883-1905) and is now the Central United Church (1925- )

*° Perry, p. 39.

*' One of the reasons why separate churches for ethnic

- groups were organized and promoted was to ‘encourage the
people to conduct missionary work among their own group-:
members. More important, however, was. the fact that few
Chinese would even go to an Anglo Saxon Church by
themselves. Or if they did, they may not have felt
completely welcomed, as J. I. McKay expressed in The World
in Canada, Toronto, The Committee on Missionary Education,
- The Women's Missionary Society--Literature Department of the
United Church of Canada, 1938, p. 12: " . . . The Church is
sometimes guilty in:this matter of ma1nta1n1ng and w1den1ng
the gulf between people of different origin. We have given
our meoney, and offered our prayers for the heallng, helping
and Chrlstlanlzlng of black and yellow people in Canada and
far away, but it is a question of whether n and women' from
Africa, or ‘from China, or from Japan, be éﬂiy ever So
Christian, would be entirely made welcome -in a good many of
our churches in this land.” s 6 '
*? "Calgary Chinese Mission Church"; Unpublished: manuscrlpt
in Chinese Mission Correspondence, Thomas Underwood Papers,,
Calgary, Glenbow Museum and Archives [GMA). ‘

. *? Presbyterian Acts and Proceedings, Board of Foreign :
Missions, 1503, p. 113, (Notes taken by Dr. Michael Owen, at "
the United Church of Canada Archives, Toronto.)

!
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League ‘were halted 1n favour of ones 51multaneously of}ered

he Ch1nese M1551on. ‘ SerV1ces at the Chinese Church
cont nued along with those of fered by -the Chinese Department
at Methodlst Church wuntil 1930 when the Chinese

Department dispersed follow1ng developments in the Unlted
Church-Union:‘s By 1941, the average ' attendance at the

services .was approximately 70 for the month of March.

¢

Although the Calgary Chinese United Church was more
successful in terms of attracting hsupport of the local
community, in a letter to the Superintendent of Oriental

Missions, a Calgary sponsor of the local Chinese.Mission

e

criticized the Chinese minister for not being "spiritual"

enough: . G ' -
" . . . when he makes these long trips an8 I have
told. him before, he doesn't stay long enough in one
place to do any spiritual work at all, he gets the
money and leaves for the next point whlch I think is
entirely wrong. . . . The spiritual part of our work
in thé Mission is not being pushed enough to suit

. 'me. The young people seem to think~it is some kind.

of a club in placé of a Church . . . (He) never
comes to see me unless it 1% about a meetimg or some

- work that he wants to get done, never speaks about

- spiritual things . . . '*7 :

0

Many Chinese took advantage og?the Engllsh 'classes of the

Chinese Mission and in later years contrlbuted f1nanc1ally
; D _

** They were rep aced with Chinese language pub11c speaklng
classes. Calgary erald, 15 October 1923,

' Perry, p. 77.

*¢ Rev. Yee Tong, "Missionary Report for March 1941",
Chinese Mission Correspondence, Thomas Underwood. Papers,
Calgary, GMA. Calgary's Chinese population at the time was
at 799.

*’ Letter dated 17 December 1936 from Thomas Underwood to S.
S. Osterhout, Chinese Mission Correspondence, Thomas
Underwood Papers, Calgary, GMA,



’

S
gﬁga

e
.

4

148

to it.*?

Concluding Remarks

The school and church were  recognized as powerful

c

agencies for nationaldstic purposes. In trying to

Canadianize and Christianize new immigrants, €anadian

society .was, to a certain degree, facilitating:  the

]

ok

4
é?i

R
S

educational needs of the 'néwcomers. ~English-Canadfians

Ty

““welcomed the assimilation of white immigrants but were -

dubious of the Orientals? ebiiity to do so. Even}ng English
classes were operated by the Alberta public scheolAboaras
for theelarge nuﬁbers of European foreigﬁers but were .open
to the  Cﬁinese. The classes, however, would have been
restricted to those who were aware of ‘the sefvice and
‘familiar with registration pfocedees; A strong interest in
COntinuihg evangel;eal work by the Protestant Churches led
to  the organlzlng of Chinese Missions and the prov151on of

é.;

Engllsh 1nsuruct10n as a prerequisite to Biblical teacthgs

In contrast to the pUbllC school classes, students here were

aetlvely recruited by m1551onary workers,®’ Aside from these

LI
R

¢lasses, governments, churches, and social organizations,

. hY N
for the ° most part, neglected the education and .

—_—— e —— o — —— ———

** One of the minister's task was to travel through the
towns of South Alberta to gain converts and raise funds. See
Calgary Daily Herald, 26 September 1922; -and Frank Dabbs,
"True Sons .in the Faith", p. 3. '
** The oral histories suggest the classes offered by
.rellglous agencies were more widely attended than the public
evenlng .classes.
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Canadianization of the Oriental.’® Attendance -at these
classes no doubt ‘represented some relief from the total
immersion expected of them at work’. and elsewhére in

Albertan society. Few, if any, stayed iny these classes

beyond aoquiring an adequate working knowledgeﬁ of

Y s . "’
English.’? Ulterior motives lay behind the creation of these

O

two types of English instruction classes byt the§ did, at
| least, present an opportunity for the Chinese to overcome

their language deficiency. %

O

*® Smith, W. G., A Study in CanadlégiImmlgPatlon Toronto,
The ° Ryerson Press, 1920, p. 174-175,

’' Some Chinese 1mmlgrants, however, were able to secure
jobs ‘with Chinese employers and did not need to speak
"English or had co-workers who.could translate for them.

>? Whether any £Minese students progressed from the basic
English classes¥$o other types of continuing education
classed” is unknown and impossible to determine from the
statlstlcs,avallable. In 1923 the Calgary Chinese Mission
sponsoged a promlslng young scholar for theological’ study
overseas ‘but it is not known if the student acquired English
skills from the classes offered in the city. See Calgary

. Herald, 13 April 1923. .

I
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CONCLUSION

The .educational experiences of Chinese“Canédiane‘in
Alberta during the peried between their _[irst ;attempt et
%ermanent re51dency in the prov1nce in 1885 until the repeal
of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1947 have been‘diyerse and,
at times, . contentiousi Official political .legislatio%

—

R%against_Chinese immigration at the federal level aftected
the quality of life experlenced by the ‘Chinese in Alberta
'_ It promoted dlscrlmlnatory leglslatlon by civic governments
in the province which, in turn, effect1vely regulated much
of, Chinese Canadiansi social relations, = economic
ophgttunities, and inevitablf educatlonal experiences.
The unfavourable cohditions, however, did not diminish
the wvalue of attaining an education and may even have

prompted the efforts to preserbe their rich cultural"

heritage An appreciatien of the learned individual was a

valueéé%fd by Chlnese soc1ety for centurles and one that the
t

;lber Chanese pioneers reta1ned. Imbued with a classical
‘ J _sev‘r‘ed gtion from- t% village schools -of Kwangtung,
AR < 2 2 a8 " o
> Chlna' ang * Yeep cul al pride, %the pioneers sought a.

N

Chinese eaugetion for their children., ° v
, &\ v . Members of the second generat1on found themselves befing
$f;', sent to China to achleve ;uch an end. In do1ng so, their

schooling already in progress in Alberta Stheols} was

Qisrup%ed. When these Canadian-born students returned, some

- N . <150 G
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ironicaliY' found themselves in situations not unlike thoses
of ‘their immigrant‘ parents--that is, haviné to attgﬁa
English classes and having to adjust to a different sociéiy.
For the most part, their exberiences in China helbe@ develép

a sense, of pride and appreciation of their cultural

H
-

»

heritage. B I o ' >

i- The alternative to sending the children overseas for a
formal Chinese education.waé to establish Chinese language

schoels in Alberta. These schoois served as supplementary
places of learning to the regular day school, transmitting
basic sgeaking, readingn and writing skills gﬁ'the Chihese,
languaée in addi@?bg to‘a knowledge of Chineée customs and
traditiongl The extra 'after—schédl ~Hours and Saturday
classes that Chihese Canadian chilaren in Alberta: had *o
spend in the lagbuage -scgools, however, were‘not always
enjoyed. In the eyes of the childfen; sitting around a table
learning Chinese from ,a family friend or relative, as was
often the caSe,zdfa{ﬁUE/ coﬁﬁﬁh% the same seriousness or
respect ~as the public'school where each studen? %gt\in his
or her ipdividual desk" linedv up rigidly in rOWS.
Nevertheless, the Chinege sch&@& represented a vehicle to
. pass on knowiedge of their brigins. and accomplishments, .

i

helped maintain some self-esteem, and provided a sense of

[}
2

idéntity in the midst of racial discrimination.
The response to the/ﬂChinese 4in,Alberta was largely
dictated by nativist views./ Despite the myriad of political,

social, and economic barriers that emanated fromC;ashionable
. /

o



152
anti—Oriental~;sentiment at the time,‘the Chinese mahaged to

achieve a tenuous place 1n Alberta educational 1nst1tut\ons

Unlike - in some British Columpia. schools, efforts ‘to

2

segregate the Chinese failed tqjlbrrng forth ~any concrete

educational policy againét

Canadian students were, nexpecte 'tof‘infegrate with other

fchildren in the same classr%oms}; However this did”not
. exempt Chinese children from prejudice a discrimination in
the scbools. Encumbered by unfounded notions of negative
sterebtypical peculiarities aSS1gned by white Albertans,
Chlnese Canadian chlldren were confrOnted w1th petty insults
and sometimes phy51cal harassment because bf,jtneir racial
background Such attitudes regulated tbe‘bISCOpe of
1nteraction between Chinese children and their white peerssy
For the Chinese in'; Alberta pre]udlce and
discrimination also limited the economit rewards and
occupational standings that are. expected to succeed
educatlonal achievements.i Paul Voi . s statement as
mentioned in the "Introduction", that few Chinese 1nvAlberta

, 4

received an education in Alberta prior to é%e 1Q4bs may be

p—:‘ 1

modified to ascribe to higher education, ﬁor the Chinese

‘\

were not openly denied schooling in the prov1nce ’ Informal

‘ .
discrimination and financial constraints w he most
influential factors in deterpining the duration .. schooling

© ’ 0 ‘
for * Chinése Canadians in Alberta. This included the
education of Chinese immigrants in the Enclish as a Second
Language classes. The public night classes in Basic English

r

:'d ch1ldren- and Chinese

2l
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were organized primarily'for~the benefit of the largg number

of European immigrants butl'they were also open to the

Chinese, who made up a very small fragment of the classes.

oy

Local churches sponsc "ed their own English classes for the
Chinesé as part of their effofts to uphold a Christian
ivCanadgé‘Thé Chinese United Churches in Alberta had tHeir
i beginnings in these small gatherings‘ for language~ and
~religious instruction..The classeé were attractive becausc
théy were free, individualized instruction was accorded, and
the Chinese presence was desiredgiﬁnd welcomed by the
missionéry,teachers.
Theﬁéparse support that the Chinese received from
widely scattered sectors of Canadian society, such as the

missionaries, was comforting but ineffective in preventing

the far-redgching ramifications of federal legislation. A
447

generally hostile social atmosphere developed and the needs‘

of the Chinese ”yere‘bmereiy "igncred in a society where
\ié;ivist views&dfnéﬁngréonformity dominated. Sbared frbm
official 'proéincial f0;‘ local legislation that would limit
access go,education} thé Alberta Chinese, in turn, endufed
informal - acts of discriminationv and implicapions of
subordination in order -to receive the bénefi£s of both

Chinese and Canadian schooling. The psychological stfains of

such experiencerand.exposure were eased by the nurturing of -

a positive self-image through‘:teéchings of their rich

s

cultural ‘heritage in the Chinese schools they attende® and

at home,

—
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Questions Used in Oral History Intervie&§~

S

Biographical Data: | g !

What is.your full name?

Is this your official name?

What other names are you known by or have used in the past?
What, is your birth date?

Where -were you born? s, N A
What is your country of origin?. * : ' :
Tell about your family. (Family size, brothers, f'sisters,

occupatlons of members, ages, etc.)
What 1is your present occupat10ns7 Pre@lous occupatlons7

3

Comlng to Canada (Please.answer if applicable):

Ve

Who was the first member in Your family o cofe to Canada?
What were the reasons for leaving China and coming to
Canada? Purpose? How old were you? --
Who helped you to come over? (Financial and other:
circumstances.) ) . j

Did you have relatives here? ' :

Wwhat other people did you know of in Canada before you came?.
How did you feel about comlng to Canada before arriving?
After? &

What was the intended length of stay? * -

How did you communicate your needs on the way to Canada?

How were you treated on ‘the way? ,
Did you #ravel alone? If not, with whom7 -What were the
conditjions 1like? How long was youtr journey? How much money
diad yop have on you? ,

How were you treated at “canadian Immlgratlon and by the
local people upon arr1va17

What were your first 'imp 551ons of Canada7j

Did you know any English when you came? 1f pot, what were
the first English words you learned? What were ‘the
circumstances under which you ledrned them? How did you pick
up your English? »

Whén did you become a Canad1an c1t1zen7 Why‘ did you - take’
this step to do so? - -

-

When did-you come to Alberta7 How did you get here?
What* were the places of settlement? Length of stay in each?
why did you settle here? - .
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Were there any differences in the way you were treated by
whites in British Columbia as compared to in Alberta? I1f so,
what were they? S
Please explain any problems = 4 ma have encountered because
you are -of Chinese descént ors because of a lack of
competency in the English language: a) at work sites? b) in
restaurants? <) in stores? d) in,other public places? e)
when trying to find housing accommodations? f) at school?

Education: | : e

How many yeaws of schooling did you have in China? 1In
Canada? . " '
When did you begin attendinﬁ school in China? In Canada?
What schools - did you attend? Name of school, location,
dgsgriptyon of building, scho®l yard, etc. '

Diglgtt ibe the studedt population: size of classes, ethnic
Hakkgrounds, academic levels, age groups, behaviour in and
ot of sch.oul, -etc. . o :

Qgséribe ‘ he teacher population: staff size, male/female,
ade group per s;onality, etc. ~ '

‘How'ipany irm™ gyrant students were there in your class? How'

much Englisn did they know compared to you? !
What were the different .ways you were taught English®? Wh
teacher used your favourite teaching method? Why-was this
favourable to you? ' . :

What subjects were taught? \
What was your favourite subject? Why?
What subject did you like least? Why? N -
What were your marks/grades like in school? How did they

<

K .

+ compare with your Chinese peers? How did they compare with

your Canadian classmates? How did they compare with children
of other ethnic groups? ' , : :
Tell about other things yoy remember of your teac?}rs.

Tell about other things you remember of your classmates.

How were you treated by teachers? Classmates? Any °
diffetences? Any particular reason why? .

What extra-curricular activities were you involved in? |
who did "you ,play with Most at recess? At home? In the
neighbourhood? , . - .
Did you find any cf’ the curriculum offending as a Chinese
student? . ' ’ s
what ', language did you speak at school with your Chinese
friends?, o ‘ ' - /

what - lapsuage did you wuse at home? With parents? With
siblincpdiblatives?. /

Hﬁw dfﬁggﬁﬁur teachers, non-Chinese ' friends, gmd other
students respond to you speaking Chinese when they/overheard
it? . ' S

o /
‘Were you encouraged at home to .participate 1in; "Canadian.

culture"? How so? Were you encouraged at school (by teachers
and classmates) to do so? How? -
Were you encouraged at home to make many Canadian friends?
How? or Why not? - L '/1

;o0

- . ‘-
O 2 ’
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What did you usually do after school? -

How were the CHinese students treated by peers as compared
to Canadian children? To other, Engllsh as a Second-- Language

(ESL) students? 4

What did you hope to gA1n by attendlng school fo; the period .
of time égat you did in Canada? - .
What edu ional asplratlons do you haVe for your children

“and-grandchildren? Why? .

What do .you perceive to-be the changes in the educational
system for Chinese Canadians?
What improvements would you like to see in the educational
system for Chinese Canadians?

'Did yow attend post-secondary institutions? Why or why not?

Wwhat was the general public op1n1on of the value of
education in the local Chinese comgunity at the time when
you were a student? Now? _ .
1f you had attended school in Chira before, how did the
schools differ from those in Canada? '

How were they the same? '

How were you taught in China? In Canada?

Chinese School in Canada=

Did, you attend Chlnese school in Canada? ”
IF SO: S : i
Who operated thlS school?

How was it different from the English school? How was it the
same?

Were.there any non-Chinese in attendance at this school7
What were the hours of operation?

- Why did you attend  the Ch1nese school’ What did you hope to

gain?
Did your non-Chinese friends know you were attendlng this

'school? How did they react to your going?

What were the tuition anu fees? Were the fees reasonable or
affordable? v 3
Who was the teacher? Please tell about: h1m/her ~ How did
he/she compare to your regular Canadian teacher? (Teaching»
styles, discipline methods, patience, quallflcatlons
personality, etc.) Iﬁ!

What subjects dld You learn? How ch Chlnese do"you
remember?

How large were the classes? How' many levels were there’

Tell about your classmates. (Ages, sex, numiers, behavior in?*

"and out of Chinese school, academic . level, famlly

e

backgrounds, etes)
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‘paid?

- What customs 'did you-
against you?

. N I
Churchyf - = ‘ '
;J,s * . }
Did you attend local chUrch’services7 N T
IF SO, . S

What were ‘the circumstances that Ied you to do so’ -
Did the church offergEngllsh classes for the Ch1neSe7 For
other immigrants? - _

v

-How large were the classes?

How many teachers were there? What were they 11ke7
What were.- the hours of operation? | . .

What subjects were taught? = o ‘ ‘ .
What were the casts involved? Were you encouraged to attend‘\
Sunday Church services also? .

Life in Canada:

Did yog have a‘"good" chlldhood in Canada7 Why or why not?
Did ydu work as a child? What did you do? Hyw much were you~

Why did dome whites dislike the Chinese?.

what did you do for fun as a child?

. Did ybu ever .resort to phy51cal fighting w1th Chxnese or
" non-Chinese children? If so, how did it come about? .

Did this happen when you were an adult? Please elaborate.
What was life like for a Chinese person in Canada? Explain.
Was ‘the Chinese community a close one then? Explain. s it
now? Why or why not? -
Have you _kept in contact with your friends from the early
years. If so, please note their names and addresses7

What do you remember of the past? Why?

Referring back: to your pdst occupatlons, "what were the work
conditions like?

Were you paid the same as other employees_,doing ~the same
task? 1f not, why? _
Have you returned to Chlna since comlng to Canada7 When ang
for what purposes? .
What changes di& you notice in Chin® upon ypur visit(s)?

Did jou.r,nd money back to China? Why? How often did you do
this an’ what portion of your salary/ did the money
represent . R -

L

- Cubture:

Did -your attitudes, values, or perceptions of life change
after coming to Canada? Why or why not? '
What.i was the greatest difference between Canada and China?
What things were the same? \

How - -digd you dress when you came to Canada? What types of
fashion.changes did' 5 through while in Canada? Why?
Describe your home(s)¥ in China and in Canada. (Physigal
building, neighbourhgod, etc.) '

What customs or traditions did .you brlng over to Canada?
ractice that induced dlscrrmlnatlon

[V
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How did you—eelebrate Chinese New Year, Mid Autumn’ Festival,
Dragon Boat Festival, or other holidays in the early years?
How do you celebrate these holidays today? o -
What kinds of Chinese foods were available in Canada then?
Today? ‘ o %~v

Did you consider yourself a Chinese Canadian or a “Canadia

‘Chinese? Has this perception changed? If so, how so? :
‘What was Chinatown like in the early years? How ‘has it

changed?

Racism: ‘ ' A S

“What do you know about the year‘3923 in Chinese canadian

history? In 19472 How do you feel about these dates?
How did the whites relate to you? Describe your experiences,

‘Who did you usually'turn to for help? Chinese, non-Chinese,

organizations, agencies, etc.? :

.Would a certain. white person help you? wﬁy do you think this-

person helped you? Who was he/she?.

‘How did whites treat Chinese people in.relation to the way~
they treated blacks, East: Indians, or - other immigrant

groups? In relation 'to North American Indians?

How did you feel about the way you were th0ught of\éﬁd the

way you were treated? Explain and describe. How do you feel

- about this today? Did you accept this? Why or why not? .

why did you continue’ to stay . in Canada?

What do Canadians think of 'the Chinese today?

Do, you .think the attitudes have changed? Why or why not? =
Would you return to China Loday?

How did you react to the racial insults when you first came
to Canada? Has your response changed through~khe years? How

would you react today? If the reactions are ‘different, wh?;i'

is this so? , [ P

-

Do you feel your experiences, positive ™ and negative ~ones,

have been worth going thrdugh for the life you have today?
Head Tax: s |

Did you have to pay a head tax? How much was it?

At. the time, did you know why the Chinese were being taxed?

What was the reason? How did you feel about 1it?

Would you like the head tax returned to you today? Why of

why not? If not, what would you like done”@bout,the-head

tax? ' . ‘ : ;

What if today's government refusés to do*anything about the
) ( » N .

head*tax issue? e

v

S

Y

Y
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‘ i \,
- TABLE I -
‘The Chinese in- Alberta %
e - T
4 1901-1941 "
oL ; TN
YEAR - ' CHINESE TOTAL PROVINCE ,PERCENTAGE OF
o ~ POPULATION - POPULATION . CHITNESE ~
R ¢ L , # POPULATION
| [
qgore T i 73,022 ,0.32 %
1911 | 374,68 <« 0.48 %
1921 3 I 588454 0.61 %
, 1931 ‘ 731,605 0.53 %
DR N | s
1941 e \\796,169 ,0.39 %

kY

Source: Census of Canada; .and Edgar chkberg (ed.), - From
China to Canada: A History of the Chinese Communities in
Canada, Toronto, McClelland and Stewart Lkd. and Minister of
Supply and Services;, Canada, 19825 p. 300 301 . » -

Yoo
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& L4
o ¢ o « ) ¢ Q;
“TABLE 11 ;
‘The Chinese in-édmonton; - 3
\ ' . B
« N . } ‘;"W‘
w , ; ' SN - TR
YEAR V TOTAL . .- MALE. .~ FEM{\LE x f)? S
o . ‘ . ISR ;,POPULK'I’ION ",‘
[ . . . . - . . :‘</\ ' o _A"‘;;
1899 S 13 .0 {1*39
1911 o 154 L1507 .4 0049
1916, ' > . g 329 - ©318 -t 5046
1921 518 501 . B b SR 87'
1926 . : , 332 o302 - 300 nS00s1L. L
1931 467 440 ‘ 27 0.8
- 1941 384 =D N F N
18951 .. 7820 7 622 ' 160 ..'0.46 .
1961 "1,808 1,092 “ 7% - 0.960
1974 4,940 4 2,610 . 2,330 - 118 -
1981 S 16,7300 8,390 t7,915 2,50
\ N Q :},@EA—
. ' P

Y .
\\ L

Source: John Patrlck Day, "Wong Sing-Fuen and the Sing- Lee = -
Laundry", (Paper prepared for the Historital and National '
Science - Services by ~ Edmonton Parks and. Recreatlon)
Edmonton, Edmonton City Archlves agember 1978 Tables 5

6, p. 6 & 7; and Census of Canada, b
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\ | - Appendix B ’ | fo )
"’ s A ! ) " 4
,gﬁd o : " TABLE 111
R  The Chinese in Calgary;f
Y L .
YEAR ~ -~ TOTAL . WMALE FEMALE % OF
S - o POPULATION
1891 PO - 0 -
1901 . oL 63 63 0 - 1.54
1911 . 485 482 3 1,11
1921 688 ¥ 649 ©39 1.09 °
1931 1,054 7 -969 85 1.29
1941 S 799 © 694. . 105 0.92
1951 ' 973 - - 774 199 0.75
1961 - 12,232 ¢ 1,393 839 0.89
1971 6,000 - - - 1.51
1981 . 15,545 8,150 . 7,400 2.65
. N

Jl\
v

Soxrce: Gunter Baureiss, "The Chinese Communlty in Calgary
Alberta Historical Review, Vol. 22, 'No. 2, Spring 1974,
Table I, p. 3, -(Percentages calcuIated from flgures
provided); end'Census of Canada 1981. " >



. YEAR

1901
1911,
1921
1926 —
1931
1936
1941
1946
1951
1961
1971 .

&

<}

TOTAL

*30

108
170
Co122
;230
x142
248
146
298

413

615

" The Chinese ir

;A ';ndix ¢
ppendix By

/ .
- TABLE.iV,

L

M, LF

162
116
220

234
127
224,
259
355\

T avhbr wdue

- 10

14
16
74
154
. 260

' Denotes Chinese and Japanegg(population.

A

- Source:

Census of
Prairie Provinces,

Canada,
1926-1946.

1901-1981;

191

g OF

20PL .ATION

h’“

\

nd Cénsus of the
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YEAR

1881
1881
1901
1911
1921

1931 a

1941
1951
1961
1971

Source: Peter S. Li, "Immigratign
. Some Demographic
in Canadian Ethnic Studiesq Vol. .7

1885-1971",
1980, p. 64.
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TABLE V

Number)_Séx,vand Nativity of

CANADA

4,383
9,129
17,312
27,831

. 39,587

. 464,519
» 34,627
32,528
58,197

118,875

B

4+

1881-1971

- MALES PER
100 FEMALES
374

163

Al

Chinese in Canada

.
¢ ‘
PERCENT CHINESE AS
NATIVS,BORN % OF TOTAL
- _/POPULATION
/~ 1IN CANADA
v 0 0.10
0 0.19
- 0.32
3 0.39
7 0.45
. 12 0.45
20 0.30
© 3T 0.23
40. 0.32
38 0.55

. No.

192

Laws and Family Patterns:
Changes Among Chinese Families in Canada,

W

1,
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7 TABLE VI L s a2
- & ~ .
K Age® Distribution of Chipese 1n . \\;\J}.‘
s c\ .. B s _ *
. . Edmonton, Calgagy, and Lethbridge .

n -~
Fort!the Year 192§
- . ' X

E@monton ‘ Calgary * ‘Lethbridge

. o

 Total Chinese o 332 o C 122 4O
¥ . . l. ' ) ! % »
o , ) §
Under 21 Years - - 56 ¢ 99
21 Years & ‘- ) < '
Oven&Q | | 276 . 407 _
A = ﬂﬁ"ﬁ» ~
N ' {
' »
N

- . ' . R 5
Source: @ensus of the Prairie Provinces, 1926.



TABLE VII [ ' K

Alberta Chinese Populption by Age Groups-

86 .

g ) .
Ages ; 1926 1936 1946
. 0-4 _ 123" : 103 T~ 70
$-9 . 79 v 90 \ 34
10-14 g6, - 100 5%
14-19 176 } 67 .. 54
20-24 » 87 | F b 90 BT
25-29 248 176 . -~ 58
30-34 381 . 204 . 67
35-39 451 294 © 152
40-44 - 444 465 . 186 .
45-49 327 181 242
50-54 ‘ - 464 : 323
55-59 - 136 . 296 . ¢ 361
o 60-64 d as ~ 185 L. 268
65-69 C 15 59 )~A 184
70-74 i 17 ‘|
75-79 S e 32
80-84 .y -k o2 ~3
85-89 i - o
90-94 : - , . 1
95+ ) P i r._. -

Source: .Census of the Prairie Provinces %26, 193%, and
1946.
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_ TABLE VIIL ’
Comparison of Alberta and British Columbia
Chinese Populatfoﬁ; ’ 5 ‘
o ° B K3
3 A\ . BiS&ish Columbia ~ _ ‘d . Alberta
1901 ' 14,885 L 235
)/\% ‘ ~ . 9 ) ) ‘/ c
. 1¢ - {
APl | 19,568 . . 787
1921 “ \J 23,533 & , 3,581
1931 ] 27,139 ¢ . MB75
‘ \ , -
. 1941 8,619 | 3,122
r . «x

Source: Cengué of Cangpda. v
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Appendix .C

"The Ghost at Bowman School”
(As told by Carol Watkinson and Margaret Wheeler,
Lethbridge, 28 October 1986.)

Watkinson: The Bowman School is now the Bowman Arts Centre.
At one point 1. was the executive Secretary at the Lethbridge

Arts Council which operates out of what 1s-now the Bowman

Arts Centre. One evening in November about 10, 12 years ago,
I was locking the Centre up for the night and was alone. At
that time there were two bathrooms ‘in the Centre--ladies

‘bathroom upgtairs and the gentlemen's bathroom on the bottom
-3 _

floor. + ‘ -

v When I went into the ladies bathroom to check it out, I
suddenly became conscious of the fact that I could hear a
child crying, sobbing actually. And I thought, "Uh-oh . .
somebody hasn't picked up their child from the ballet class
or the art class .or whatever. So I went out and checked the
halls and went: down below and couldn't find anybody. The
building seemed .empty so I went back upstairs. I went back
into the bathroom and could hear the child sobbing again. So
this time I went and checked the -entire building again and

"tken checked outside the building and there was nothing
there. No one. I couldn't find anything at all.

And over the course of the next two or three months two
other people im the building said that they had-had the same

‘experience. Muriel Jaw was one and Joan Waterfield was the

other one. So we talked about this and we settled, "Well,
that's really interesting. We must have a ghost or a
gbltergeist or something." But.we were not serious about it
at, all.- e : - - ’ )
" And then one evening at a dinner party I told this
story at the table and a dear old friend of mine,. Thab Ives,
who 1is Margaret's brother said, "Oh I know who that-would
be. And (he) told me the story of when he was a young
student at”the Bowman School. I think that would probably be
the early '20s and he told the story. of a young Chinese girl
coming to school for the very first time. Now.this was in
the days when all the young girls ~would come to school
dressed in their pinafores-and their patent shoes and white
stockings '." . . (Discussion of the time period and ‘the
appropriate , girls' fashion at - the time.) . . . The girls

-definitely would have .come dressed in a. dress . . . no jeans-

. . . no girls wearing pants at that time. This first day of
school a young Chinese student came for her first day
dressed‘ appropriately for a Chinese girl in her best clothes

2



which would be trousers and a tunic, I pfesume.

At  some point she was let out_of her class to go to the

lavatory and as she was going thr8ugh the door of the ladies

washroom, a teacher obviously saw her trousers and presumed

it was a boy trying to go into the girls' bathroom, and
whomped her--but good! This is Thad's story, and I guess the

child was so upset that she sobbed and sobbed and sobbed and
sobbed. : - ‘

; , ; -

Wheeler: Well, = it would be strange--everything--to her if
she's Chinese and she's in a definitely white community. She
wouldn't know which end was up. .

Wa-kinson: Absolutely. Thad sai- never forgot this child
crying and the sound of the sobs this child. And her name
was Star and we don't know what her last name was. 50 he put
the two stories together. So that's the story of the sobbing
child in the bathroom of the Bowman Arts Centre--the Ghost
at Bowman School. I should add that nobody has heard her

o

since Bowman has renovated and they turned the gemtlemen's
bathroom  into a  craft room and moved the bathroom itself

upstairs and split this great big old bathroom into ladies
and gentlemen's and nobody has heard her since.
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