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BACKGROUND TO THE STQRY OF THE OPERA

The "Ballad of Baby Doe" was first performed in Central City,
Colorado, in 1956. This opera is based on real characters and events in
American history, and due to the popularity of both the subject and the music,
“The Ballad of Baby Doe" has already achieved the status of being an opera
"classic".

The story of the opera centers on the life of Horace Tabor (1830-1899)
who went to Colorado along with his wife Augusta during the 1859 gold rush, in
the hope of striking it rich. After twenty years of poverty the Tabors went
from rags to riches, after the discovery of silver, and Horace went on to
become a legend in his own time as one of the richest bonanza silver kings
and as one of the most powerful political figures in Colorado during the late
1800's.

The story of the opera begins in 1880 at the peak of Horace's success.
The action spans a period of almost twenty years, focusing on Tabor's struggle
to hold on to his crumbling empire, and on the two women who helped to shape
his destiny, Augusta Tabor and Elizabeth "Baby Doe". What begins as a
harmless flirtation between Horace apd Baby Doe ends in a deep and abiding
love which culminates in a scandalous marriage; the eventual price of this
marriage, however, was the ruin of Horace's political and financial empire.
After Horace's death in 1899, Baby Doe remained true to his memory and spent
the remaining years of her life in poverty, living in a shack at the
Matchless Mine where in 1935 she was found frozen to death.

Two historical figures briefly appear in the story, Chester A. Arthur
(1830-1886), twenty-first president of the United States, and the unsuccess-
ful presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan (1860-1925). These men
reflect the larger American political issue of the late 1800's concerning the
fight over free gold and silver currency, an issue which divided the country
into east versus west. Bryan's political defeat at the hand of William

McKinley spelled the end for silver and ruin for the silver mine owners.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Douglas Moore (1893-1969), American composer of songs, operas and
instrumental music, is best remembered for his vocal works. After studying
in New York with Horatio Parker and in Paris with Vincent d'Indy and Nadia
Boulanger, Moore taught at Columbia University and in 1951 was awarded a
Pulitzer Prize. Two of his operas, "The Ballad of Baby Doe" (1956) and "The
Devil and Daniel Webster" (1938), have become modern American "classics" and
enjoy frequent performance across the United States. Douglas Moore's total
operatic output consists of ten operas, many of which are performed regularly

but none of which have enjoyed the popularity of "The Ballad of Baby Doe".
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