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The gorgon and gorgonelqn were pepular motifs for arch1tectura]
terra-cotta decoratnon in’ tﬁe Med1tenﬁ§nean area espec1a]ly as ante-
fixes that adorned the roof t11es Desp1te its preva1ence this type"
‘ of decoratlon has only recently come under study Th1s ‘thesis dea]s
w1th gorgone1on anteflxes ing khe area of Lucan1a in Southern I'taly,

'and in part1cular a recent‘t1hd from the site of Roccag?br1osa
address1ng the prob]em of the1r d1str1but1on deve]opment and use,
and speo1f1ca]1y how thelr product1on ref]ects the - 1mportant avents 5%
the IV and 11t centur1es in Lucanla. ‘The antef1xes are found along

kthe va]leys of the Basento Bradano and Ofantd rivers, that were the

; maJor trade and conmunlcatlon routes between the Qreek cities: of the
Ionlan coast and 51tés on the Tyrrhen1an sea ‘In the IV and V centur1es
the gorgonelon antef1xes from Lucan1a were c]ose]y‘t1ed to the productxon

yof the Greek s1tes of Metaponto and Taranto The IV century, however |

" sees a change in th1s close connect1on to Greek models, w1th a m1x1ng of
1nfluences, an 1ncrease 1n ‘the number of s1tes that produce antef1xes
as well as a p0551b]e mod1f1cat1on 1n the use of" these antef1xes Thesenh

"changes are’ perhaps a- reflect1on of the rap;d-EECEIopments occurr1ng at ‘:'

o xthe Lucan1an centers at th1s tlme wwth an 1ncrease 1n the number of

'vfort1f1catipns and ev1dence for a move toward the centra]1zat10n of

RS
£

‘1ﬁ:these settlements. Th1s tr format1on appears to p01nt to the develop-
ument of an'"ethnwc“ strength among the Lucan1ans at th1s t1me that 1s if.

”reflected in the gorgon anteflxes when the ]oca] art1sans confer on |
.the1r products an 1dent1ty and a character that can be d1st1ngu1shed

- from every other productlon
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The gorgon and gorgonelon were popular mot1fs for arch1tectural :
N .

decorat1on in the Med1terranean area, espec1ally as anteflxes wh1ch
’

adorned the roof t1les Gorgon antef1xes have been found in As1a

Mmor the ma1n1and of Greece Magna Graec1a and S1c1]y, as wel] %‘a?;s ‘

. 1n the 1ndlgenous areas of Italy such as Etruria, Campan1a Daun1a,

°

~and Lucan1a
'? Desp1te the1r prevalence arch1tectural terra cottas, and 1in
part1cu]ar gorgon antef1xes have long been neglected in, favour of =

the more artlstlcally s1gn1f1caﬂ!bped1menta1 scu]pture and re]1efs ! £

g

‘and hpve on]y recent]y come under study The ear11est wdnk to deaﬁ g,
g

q—

r
w1th these terra cottas was Kekule 5 Das Terrakotten vOﬂ S1c1l1en of.

1884 The f1rst study to dea] Spec1f1ca11y w1th arch}tectural terra—

I
-

cottas was Das Terrakotten aus . Campan1en by H. Koch 1n 1912 whlch

1ncluded a deta11ed and carefu] catalogue of" the mater1a1 from th]S B g;1~

~area as-we]l as exam1n1ng the techn1ca1 proo@sses 1nvolved Th1s 1

ﬂ p1oneer work was fo]]owed in the 1920 s by :E. D Van Byren s tr1ad of

B books on the subJect F1gurat1ve TerravCotta Revetments in Etrur1a and

Lat1um (1921) Archa1c F1ct1le Revetments in S1c1ly and Magna,GraeCIa ,‘d -

(1923), andtﬁreek F1ct11e Revetments in. the Archa1c Perlod (1929),

' wh1ch cdnta1ned a d1scussmon and cata]ogue of these arch1tectura1 terra-‘

T

cottas accord1ng to S1te.1iﬁ

. Unfortunately these\works,Tﬂalthoughiéxceiient,Studjes;'areﬁiﬁmitédﬂ},

g i ', S . :,‘ B .



i N . . ' . . B
‘ - : ut
. .

by thelr early publ1cat1on dates, and therefore omlt almost f1fty years o

of excavat1on A more recent study ‘was* Arv1d Andren s Arch1tectural

Terra- Cottas from Etrusto Ital1c Temples of 1940 which as the tltle

: suggests contalns a d1scuss1on and catalogue of all- types o? Etruscan

terra cotta decorat1on (I"EV tments acrot

g lncludes a br1ef d1scuss1on f As1a M1nor,

antef1xes), -but also"

the Greek malnland Magna—

Graeciﬁ Slc1ly, and Campan1a Ake Akerstrom in 1966 publlshed a.more

'Jrecent study of these decorat1ons from As1a M1nor in D1e Arch1tekton1schen

'Terrakotten Kle1nas1ens.| All of these works have been supplemented over o

the years 1n scattered publlcat1ons by var1ous authors, in particular

C Lav1osa on Taranto p.. 0rland1n1 s stud1es in Slc1ly, and most recently ‘

R w1nter in Etrurla, but no comprehen51ve study ex1sts on these archi- -

tectural decorat1ons for all areas. ‘

B O SR S

‘ ThlS same lack of a study of arch1tectural decorat1on and 1n part— :
A\

1cular the gorgon antef1x, 1s also noted‘for Lucanla more understandably

ujf51nce excavatlons in thlS area have only recently been undertaken. For ..

'_;fthe area of Daun1a as well there 1s no extens1ve study, and although the

";female head types have been exam1ned by M. Mazzel, a S1m1lar treatment

"\, o~

'v”of the gorgonela 1s warranted In Lucan1a~§1ovanna Greco has done some

“T'extens1ve»work on- gorgon antef1xes from Lavello and Serra d1 Vagl1o but

fﬂ a true comparat1ve study and"h1stor1cal development have not yét been ‘»717\

’fattempted and the maJor1ty of antef1xes have only been g1ven br1ef

Tf,ment1on 1n excavat1on reports.} It was out of thlS lack d1scovered 1n

"5an attempt tO'C]aSSIfy a fragment of a gorgon antef1x from the recent

73fﬁexcavat1ons at Roccaglorlosa that th1s thes1s tOplC developed Us1ng

"«?;Greco s work as aﬁbas1s thxs theSIS w1l] be an attempt to study these »ﬁ

ER
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antefﬁxes as a whole in order "to exam1ne any 1nterest1ng features of ‘ /
L}

‘-ythe1r d1str1but10n deve]opment .and usage and therefore to f1t ‘the
‘RoccagWOrxosa gorgone1on 1nto thlS scheme Unfortunately thlS study

"w111 be 11m1ted due to the ava11ab111ty of pub11shed matertal the' .

number of antef1xes that have actua]ly been pub]1shed as we]] as ; R

cons1derat10ns of ]ength 1 have depended on. the studies of others -

for -some of the 1nformat1on as personal observat1on of these pleces

was 1mposs1b1e In addition, some of the antefixes have only been)"

Y »

exam1ned from photographs and thus descrapt1ons of these pieces have

been limited. .~ . o o i' ~ S

\ R . . -

Before exam1n1ng the antef1xes in deta1l a br1ef d1scussion of the
‘generag background of the sEbJect, such as or1g1ns and technlcab features,f
pws in, order° S1nce antef1xes in Lucan1a cannbt be treated as 1solated
phenomena -an thlS f1rst qhapter a d1scuss1on of" t e types of antef1xes,
v‘and 1n partlcular gorgone1a, from other reg1ons.w l] also be lncluded

'w1th partncu]ar attent1on and deta11 focused on_those areas that had the -

most 1nf1uence on Lucan1a. Chapter Two w11] ea] w1th the antef1xes .

-

".found in: Lucan1a dat1ng from the VI to the/;II centur1es B C Unfor- tf

-

Atunately, as was stated above th1s wa]] be, rather l1m1ted but from 7

3the ava11ab1e mater1a1 a good samp11ng ‘ gorgonelon anteflxes from

the area of Lucanla has been acqu1red Chapter Three cons1sts of

7tobservat1ons -and trends that have be_n noted from thls study of gorgon

| L antef1xes that conf1rm a]ready ex1 t1ng 1deasrabout Lucan1a 1n the

tvar1ous per1ods as wel] ds ra1s'ng new quest1ons. The fourth chapter PEEIeE

.‘1s g1ven to a study of terra cotta gorgone1on from the recent excavat10n5~

S af Roccaglor1osa and 1ts p]afe 1n the deve]opment as a whole.,_ 1ﬁpffj;[;fjﬂ

-
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- - I. GENERAL BACKGROUND

ORIGINS

‘The practice of'covering buildings wifﬁ a revetment of terra-cotta
began at quite an early date, due for the most part to technical consid-
erations. L In order to protéct buildings made of perishable materials
such as sun-dried brick; wood, or loose cut stbne from the elements a
system of terra-cotta sheathing was developed that also served to decorate
the various architecturaf parts. The woodén roof which was the most
exposed area was also provided with the protection of terfa—cotta slabs.

Based on the }iterary tradition, part{du]ar]y Pliny's Natural
History, and archaeological finds most scholars be]ieve.that Corinth
either ipvenfed.this architectural decoration or further developed-and
then widely distributed to other areas certain types of revetments that--
were origina]lx from Asia Minor. 2 In this systém of decoration, -along
with revetment plaques that covered the architrave and cornice, there
de{eloped‘a need to in some'way decorate Snd‘aisguise the joih;hgé'of
the cover and pan-tiles whfch served to protect the roof. These arch-
itectural ornaments, which weré called ?ka]yptérS" in Greek, and later
“antef%xes" in Latin, took the form of both decorative (palmettes, spiéals)
ahd figuratiyé motifs‘(femqie heads, silens, gorgons). One of the eé}]iest
temples té;be decorated with this complete system ofltérra-;otta decor- ‘

ation wés‘the:témple of Apollo at <Thermon dated to~620,B.C.. '
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The develo\qx\\

pmenthof figurative terrd-cotta antefixes is again

cred1ted to Corinth in the literary trad1twon w1th Pl1ny in Natural

History XXXV, 12 stat1ng that Butades of S1cyon a potter working at

Corinth, invented the art of modelllng clay and was the first to place
the form of the’ human head on . the end of cover- tiles. To this point in
time, however, no f1gured antef1xes have surfaces at Corlhth On the
oonfrary,_the simple palmette,lsometimes combined with a lotus blossom,
is the dominant type of‘Corinthian antefix. 3 Modern scholars, however,
see the inspiration for figdra}ive antefixes in the use of male and
female heads as decorative elements in Corinthian pottery 4 and verifi-
cation of the Corinthian ohigin by the presencerof theseytypesbof '
antefixes at afeas“in Northwest Greece under Corinthian influence.
Kalydon, Korkrya, and Thermon have antefixes in the form of human heads
and gorgons for the1r architectural decoratiopn thgt are believed to be
based on Cor1nth1an prototypes > It is, however, poss1b1e that the
colonists themselves developed these types of antefixes, albeit based .
on their Corinthian traditions, or even that the idea for this tyoe of

decoration came from elsewhere.

“Ohe of the most popular types of‘figurative antefixes was.fhe gorgon
protome or'gorgoneion. This motif is certainly'Greek in origin and was
probably developed from an Egyptian of Syrian‘form;‘6 but there is no’
definite‘agreement on this. Althoughtthe-hythologica1 gorgon was fam%liar'
to the poets- and -appears in Homer (0dyssey XI, 634, Il1ad v, 741 XI, 361)
and Hes1od‘(Thngony, lwnes 270 ff.) 1t d1d not have a dlst1nct1ve,‘

o]
formaIIZed,representat1on\1n»art until very early in the VII‘century

B.C. when the traditional'image apoEars in the;Corinthian sphere,'often‘\
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being depicte& on Proéocorinthian and Cofinthian vases. This gorgon

had a mask-1like fﬁce.with é;grimacing mouth, tusks, pendent‘tongue,

small ears represented in.fdl} view,‘and snakes as hair. It is not'

our place here ‘to deal with thékrgligisus or psychological ipterpretations
: 6f this creafure, but it is enough to say that the mask was brobab]y a\(

personifikation of a natural phenoﬁenon of aniﬁal which afted as a
llprotectivé agent against évi]. 7. The sh;pelof this device was éasi]y.

adapted to antefix decoration and its apotropaic quality served both as

a spiritual and‘physibal.protectién of the building. ' , -

Pliny in Natural History XXXV, 152 states that the art of modelling

cl;y was jntroduced into Italy,by;phe Greek_artisans who accompanied
Demaratus when ﬁe~%1ed to Etrﬁria from Corinth: in 657 B.C. Archaealogica]_
excavations have.spown'that the system of terra-cotta rooffng‘was intro-
duced into Italy around the middle of the VII century B.C. Roof tiles
from this period found at Ifalic sites A;e based on the Greek system tﬁat.
spregd frpm”the Greek co}onies, a\thoﬁgh they often combine a flat '
Corinthjan‘pan-tile with a_turqu Laconian -cover-tile, 8 ‘Antefiiés were
.also part of this\deéorative séheme, with fidurative'mqtifs being fhe.
most'prUIar‘both among thé colonists ;nd the Italic peoples. 'These
| were ﬁ?obab]y'ihtrodqced into Italy from the Corinthian sphéke through
-fKorkyFé;'ﬂhich as a geographical land Bridgé to the méinland abbeé}s fo‘
" have had artistic ties to the west. 0. - -

' .o . . o~ )

Some schq]ars; however, disagree with this origin, 10 Iﬁstead of
: . . . ‘ : i . . b

- a Corinthian invention, they propose that antefixes with figurative

~motifs were developed in italy by combining-the strong Italic tradition

)
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of using heads as a decorative motif 11

’form. These antef1x motifs were adopted by the Greek colonles of
the.west‘and then spread-to the main]and; .EVidence for this is'the
early dates of head anteflxes from the recent excavations at Pogg1o
C1v1tate. These antefxxes date to 650 B C which predate those from
the Northwest sites of Kalydon (630 B.C.), Thermon (620 B.C.),
nKorkyra (QIQ-GOQ B.C.). It is also possib]e‘that gorgon antefixes,
as well as those with female heads,‘deve1oped first in\the west and

then spread to the east through Taranto to Korkyra 12’as‘it was
definitely a more popolar motif earlier in southern Ita]y'than in
Greece both among the colonists and indigenous centers These
questwons of orlg1ns are still a top1c of much debate wh]ch must be

rdther briefly passed over here. ) )

4

' I l“

Ly ’ *

TECHN;CAL‘CONSIDERATIONS

Antefixes generally have the‘form of'a round or semifcircular disc,

usug]ly somewhat. larger than the dlameter of the t11e "This tile was
elther attached to the upper part of the antef1x So- that the 1ower '
port1on hung free or the lower part was attached.so that the upper

port1on prOJected above. Antef1xes of large s1ze usua]ly those from

Etrurla and Latium wh1ch cou]d be up to 48 cm. #ﬁgheIght and 14 Em. in

w1dth most of wh1ch was taken up by the. she]l frame1 were somet1mes

: attached to the t11e by struts for added support.» In the Greek sphere'

-

. struts were rarely used- as the antef1xes were general]y of‘a moderate :

size (25 cm. 1n dlameter) 3

W1th the new]y 1mported antef1x~,_
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Moulds were used in order 2o facilitate product1on of antef1xes,
W 51nce more than one was needed in decoratlon They" were usually moulded

R ‘\

in one plece together w1th .the eover t1le } To make the mould ~wet clay

was pressed in layers onto the archetype until the des1red th1ckness

was obta1ned After removal fromfthg,agcheﬁ}pe the mould was toiched

up w1th a modelllng tool and then f1red The ~relief of the antef1xes

_was often accentuated by v1brant colours commonly red, black, and

white. Since moulds were. sometimes used to produce other moulds, jt‘
ﬁ’p is p0551ble to work out a sequence of generatlons among related terra-

cottas by measuring the s1ze differences that occur due to the reductlon

B o

result1ng from the shrinkage of the clay dur1ng f1r1ng and dry1ng

Thus a terra- cotta can‘be placed within a fam1ly of moulds whose ‘ | "., ‘

14 . ‘ ‘

-

ancestry can be traced back to a common source or model

This ‘use of moulds for antef1x fabr1cat1on fac1l1tated ‘their:
I&

d1str1but1on as we}l as their product1on ’ Moulds could eas1|y be,

exported to other areas, . often over great distances. A notable .

: example is the movement of Capuan moulds and p0551bly even craftsmen 15
R

as, far as H1mera in S1c11y. Here radlal antef1xes~w1th female heads,

palmettes and gorgonelon mot1fs dat1ng to the f1rst half of the V

century B. C have been dIScovered that are surrounded by a n1mbus in’

" the Campan1an manner. 16’ s }l.‘
ANTEFIXES FROM OTHER AREAS ‘kl_f T s ~Z : L
i AN R B K
o '« "’ o ,' P 'f!""t?.f

o
L

In order to study the gorgone1on antef1xes from Lucanla and in .

partxcular from Roccaglor1osa 1t 1s f1rst necessary to d1scuss br1efly

. ’v’



antefixes from other areas’ of theKMediterranean and in'particulafpltajy.

QYeece

CEtruria’and Latium o~

‘\~“‘. ;

%

Antef1xes wh1ch 1nc]ude gorgone1a are limited in f1ct1]e decorat1on

in the Greek ma1nland to the archa1c per1od Before the middle of the:

VI century B.C. there' Js a tendency to. reduce the figurative‘decoration '

of the temp]e to the metopes and acroterla wh1le sty11zed pa]mettes ,‘:

were used for the antefixes, f1rst in terra cotta, then in stone After

- the end of “the VI century B. C flguratqve antef1xes ‘do not appear ‘at a]]

infthe natn]and' 17

It is poss1b]e, howeyer that anteflxes may have

been used for m1nor bu11d1ngs made from wood and have not survived.

In the Greek areas of . As.a M1nor the gorgon was a]so a popular

s

]"mot1f for antef1xes with eXamples from S1nope M1]etus and Larisa.

These anteflxes continued to be used up‘to the Hel]en1st1c age,k18 h

~—

The Etruscan terrltory, or1g1na]]y the area. of modern Tuscany,,
‘-
eventual]y extended ty means of conquest and settlement 1nto Umbr1a
: .

to the north and south 1nto Lat1um, the area between the Appen1nes;and

~ the Tyrrhen1an sea.'f , L ""_M_}.'.. O “-;e,

- vd1scovered at Vlgnanello,

"~

+

t

Early examp]es of gorgon antef xes.in Latlum and Etrur1a have been hft

fRe 7

omg, and Pogg1o C1v1tate dat1ng as early as



ttrave and on the horlzontalage1son

575 Btb; Thislearlyhdate,7which is conte oraneoustwith orjmight?even'
predate gorgoneia from‘the sites of Northwe t\Greece that fell under

Cgr1nth1an mnfluence and those from 51c1ly, has been g1ven as evidénce
for an 1ndependent Ital1an development forgxhls type of antef1x These .

gorgons, however are. related to Cor1nth1an gorgonela deplcted on Proto- e
) '

'corlnth1an and. Cor1nth1an vases 19 They are all unframed and are

rendered more .or less in the round Soon after th1s, under the 1nfluence

2 of Campan1a, the Etrusco- Latlal antefixes’ develop a n1mbus around the

¥

"face of" the gorgone1on In time, however, this shallow d1sc surrounded

t e

by tongues 45 further developed in Etruria and Lat1um into a shell like

‘frame of hlghly decorat1ve effect ‘and the deep shadows created by the ‘
ucav1ty brlng the~head out in full relief. The‘Etrusco—Lat1al gorgon

was always of‘the horr1d type accentuated by polychrome decoratlon

exempl1f1ed by the f1ne examples from Ve11 In. Etrur1a antef1xes

‘encont1nued to be used unt1l the Roman age and numerous models of templeS‘

-

-and shr1nes portray antef1xes used on the long s1des, along the archl-

(\

20

.. -Campania

-

»
A L

Campanla l1es between the Appen1nes and the Tyrrhenlan Sea extend1ng*

;south from Latlum to the Surrent1ne promontory. In Campan1a he oldest
‘ ‘type of gorgonelon 1s paralleled by the. earl1est types found in Magna l"w‘

"-,vGraec1a espec1ally at Taranto and probably derlved from the same

21

“fartlst1c model- Protocor1nth1an and Cor1nth1an vases. Tarant1ne

K}

";'connect1ons to Campan1a can also be seen 1n the female head type ante- S

":;flxes., Examples from Capua and M1nturnae of ¢ 580-70 B C apparently f,'__

‘e



’\ ‘.v ’ "f‘ ‘ .‘ . ) i ",
drew 1nsp1rat1on from Taranto

-

bearded face common]y represented on Capuan gorgonera'1s an’ lconographlc

22 g Heurgon however, states that the

| attr1bute of Greco- or1ental provenance 1ntroduced by the Cha1c1deans S
1nto the’ west 23 N1th the passade of time there 1s a tendency toward
,more elaborate polychrome decorat1on in Campan1a and durlng the f1rst
{ha]f of the VI° century B C the gorgone1on antef1x derlved from the }f
Greek mode] beg1ns to be surrounded by a nimbus of cordoned tongues
a style- that becomes veny popu]ar at the end of the VI century and on.
vThese gorgons had star1ng eyes, sma]] h1gh]y set ears 'Ejtr id nose,
‘a curved grinning- mou th w?ih raised l1ps expos1ng two rdWs of even |
teeth, sometlmes w1th four‘po1nted tusks, a pendent tongue a- beard o

ED

of f]ame 11ke tufts and ‘a row of ha1r locks around the a]mosta£1rcular

24 There 15 a deve]opment from a very f]at mask w1th clear cut:

25

face.

features to a more p]astlc but ]ess feroc1ous form In the per1od

-after 480 B C Tarantine 1nf1uences appear agaln in Campan1a at least

Bl A

in types other than gorgons Pa]mette anteflxes from Pompe11 show a

26

new. sty11st1c 1mpu]se from Taranto, and at Fratte de Salerno Tarant1ne

1nf1uences appear in fema]e head anteflxes in the course of the V

27, In some gorgonelon anteflxes of - the laten perlod more

Y

‘"Itallc“ representat1ons appear,\fo]]ow1ng the invasion. of Oscan j\‘,

fcentury.

speak1ng Sabe]l1 1n the late v century B C For example an antef1x

from Capua presents a'"deformat1on" of the Greek form 1n an 1nterpret-l

atlon more sulted to the 1oca1 taste,‘gg' '_ffa‘f-u;'h;;'._‘ “35, : f“i‘v‘ﬁ”

Campan1an antef1xes appear to have been used nm1nly to decorate

‘sacred bu1ld1ngs The numerous antef1xes from Capua\decorated the

bu11d1ngs of the sanctuary at Fondo Patture111. In Campan1a as: we11 as ;f{ff



us1ng gorgonela for antefmxes they were used also as fronta] decorat1on

on smal] shr1nes, a practlce that is documented by surv1v1ng examp]es

of these "antepagmenta“ as weTT as representat1ons on votlve models. 29

[

Daunia’

That area of southeastern Italy north of Lucan1a that 1s bounded

- on the south by the r1ver Ofanto by the Fértur river. to the north, and ’

the Candelero r1ver to the east has beén ‘included in our study of

Daunia. R Con S SR L

Lo on pr1nc1paT types of antef1xes from Daunia can be g1st1ngu1shed-

Cur
.

~.@ female head w1th a n1mbus of the Etrusco- Campan1an type and the 'Magna

Graec1an c1rcular gorgone1on The former seems to be found more

| frequentTy in the northern part of Daunla wh1]e the Tatter 1n the south i

o " a d1v1s1on that corresponds WTth a cu]tura] d1fferent1at1on That occurs .

J —

% at the end of the VI— beg1nn1ng of the V century between the north that

-has’ connect1ons to Campan]a and the south centra] and coasta] areas that

e
appear tg,have had more t1es with the P1cen1 and the centers of the L

Adr1at1c coast The gorgone10n anteflxes wh1ch are our concern here,

g

”

@

from the ear]y per1pd at Ascol1 and Ordona ref]ect these 1nf1uences and fzu

are reTated to the Metapont1ne sphere These examples also have '‘an J

aff1n1ty to the antef1xes that w111 be d1scussed “in Chapter Three from f?i';h

- the Melfese terrltory 1n southern Ba5111cata a rapport that 1s aTso

antef1xes cont1nue to be Ll

reflected 1n ceranuc wares. The gorgongsﬁ'

. »\e,_

produced 1n Daun1a unt1T the m1dd1e of the IV}’entury B C foTTOW1ng




gorgonela,/the "caTm" type or the "pathetlc“ Medusa 30 Ind1genous

/

vers1ons/of these Greek forms are also represented in Daunla 1n the

I3
i

Iater/per1od exemp11f1ed’by an antef1x from Arp1 that reflects a

"deformatlon 'and abstract1on that ‘also takes p]ace in Lucan1a and

Campan1a at th1s time. 3}

Unfortunate]y owing to the nature of the1r d1scovery, often

from pr1vate coT‘ect1ons, it is’ not p0551ble to secure]y def1ne the A —

\

: use of these antef1xes.‘ They were‘probably used for smaT}er sacred
bui]dings as in other areas, aTthoubh only‘a few sites in Daunia'haYev'

y1e1ded buildings w1th a def1n1t1ve sacred Rature.. 32 ther7uses; such‘
: o
as for domest1c archltegture can onTy be hypothes1zed

Sicily -

In S1c1ly antef1xes were 1nfrequent]y used on temples, since the‘

preferred type of decorat1on ‘was the ]atera] s1ma, but they were often ‘

L

used for minor buf1d1ngs in the sanctuary zone such as "thesauro1" and -

33.
na1so1‘. ‘ These antef1xes generaTTy have a round or sem1 c1rcular

' — ‘a

| form w1th the gorgone1a be1ng a common mot1f aTthough pa]mettes, 511ens, .

and other mot1fs app11ed only in pa1nt are a]so found 34 The gorgon

"appears 1n S1c11y as’ ear]y as the m1ddle of the VII century B C 1n the
35 that was e1ther used as fronta] |
- (o]

decorat1on or as a. metope but the ear11est antef1xes date to the VI

_...

form of a plaque from Syracuse

- century B C._and th]S type of decoratlon cont1nues to be used 1nto thelf'f

IV and III centur1es B C The S1c111an gorgone1on has many Var1ants-""' s

w1th or w1thout beard enc1rc11ng snakes and tusks, but always w1th a
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grinning mouth and pendent tongue. ‘36‘ These antefixes generally have .

[

close connectlons to types from Taranto on the ma1nland wh1ch appears

to have been the source of most of the models The 51c1llan anteffxes

\

hlfollow the chronologlcal development of those ?/om Taranto, but the
;‘“calm“ or “pathet1c" type of gorgone1a of the late Class1cal Hellenlst1c
‘lpper1od does not seem to be represented ‘in antef1x product1on but th1s
‘jmotlf was used on small d1scs applled to pottery 37 Dur1ng the IV and
iIII centur1es, in part1cular at Gela there is- actually a tendency

towards an archalz1ng of style for gorgon antef1xes Wlth the/rev1val in

38 S )

‘the use of moulds of the VI and V centurles B.C.
« "\ } : ‘ “ ‘
The 1ndlgenous settlements of S1c1ly also used gorgon anteflxes

based on the Greek models. Examples from Monte Bubbon1a and Morgantlna

Care local productlons that reflect 1nfTUences from the Greek centers, 3?

Greek Centers of Southerh'MaHnland Italy

v
e

o ‘ | Q) | _
At the Greek s1tes of the mainland, as 1n SlClly, antef1xes were

‘k usually relegated to the mlnor bu1ld1ngs‘bf sanctuar1es, w1th the lateral
, S
--s1ma be1ng the preferred decorat1on for temples. Therefore at most of

-

| ,these 51tes the d1scovery of antef1xes 1s rather 1solated Two s1tes, ;_

”however, are noted for the1r product1on of antef1xes The vast number

"fof antef1xes found\a\\Taranto (nearly 120 d1fferent types from almost

fp800 p1eces conserved 1n\the museum) along w1th 1ts strong trad1t11h

”"fcorOplasttc product1on of statuettes,v"protoma1", and rel1efs have g1ven B

'“lllts workshops a’ certa1n pr10r1ty 1n the product1on and exportatton of

";antef1x moulds among Magna Graec1an centers,and—4nto the \hter1or. 49

Vot
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ARE Co ' TR R N o
Antef1xes found at Ruvo Clro Medma Cau]onla ‘and Regglo Calabrla
resemble Tarant1ne types and may. be rep11cas or 1m1tatlons of these ‘fft”'
Other areas oser to Taranto are a]so connected, such as Po]1coro Ui.;j -
anc1ent S1r1s/Heraclea and Gioia del Co]]e 42 Metaponto as well, has “f‘“
y¢€1ded a number of gorgon antef1xes wh1ch a]so have connect1ons to ‘
Taranto bu’n the. ear]y period th1s' 51te is now|beheved to have had ’.-}‘ ,

more 1ndependence in- 1ts antef1xe product1on and much more 1nf]dence bn

| —— ‘ ~ o
' '

' the 1nter1or s1tes in the VI and v Centur1es B C. o e t' ‘ IR
) B ‘ PR ) [ ' | R o ' ¢
' i ///
It was w1th Taranto and Metaponto that the LucanIan settlements
came 1nto contact in the VI century? copy1ng the1r manner of bu11d1ng R
1 decorat1on and borrow]ng sty11st1c models It is therefore necessary BN

i’ !

to study the1r products in order to understand the Lucan1an anteflxes,

7 wh1ch in ‘the ear]y‘per1od.were either imported from these 51tes-6’f' :

Lo

cop1ed and in the later per1ods, 1nterpreted by the 1o?a] art1sans’

from the.models 1nher1ted from the Greek~co]on1es /)-
e Taranto : R ' . f‘ . |
Taranto a co]ony of Sparta was founded in about 706 B C. along
‘the Ion1an coast on a pen1nsu1a wh1ch Juts out 1nto the Gulf of Taranto
Thls pen1nsu1a acted as a protect1on of 1ts 1nner harbour‘ the Mare i

'.f‘q; P1ct01gst<A]ong w1th th1s flne harbour the area also possessed natural

trad1ng advantages in the many r1vers that rUn a]most parallel from 'f[“‘

the 1n1and\mounta1ns of anc1ent Lucan1a 1nto the Ionlan sea wh1ch

prov1ded routes of. trave1 1nto the 1nter1or. Taranto s p011t1ca] as
well as art1st1c 1nfluence was not very wtde spread dur1ng the VI |
__V.N[J century, when 1t remained a sma]l but prosperous c1ty, although 1ts 'j:

i
}n

“'1.’
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issue of incuse coinage implies:an“eEOngmic relationship with other

Greek colonies. 43. Not‘untiJ the'beginnghg of the'vﬁcentqry did it

start its expansion‘into,thé’territory of“the Iapygiané”and Messapians,
and.on]y‘after the victory over Iapygia around the’midd1e of that
centooy did Taranto'§ arcistic aod.cu1tural expansion in southern:
Ita]y ‘take p]acet 44V‘At”tﬁis time also began its influence on' the

indigenous centers of the interior.
i} ‘.“ "'."“‘ . L ‘ ..

Tarantlne antef1xes as a whole are quite varied, and contaln
chlefl{ gorgonela and faces of Io and Artemis Bendis. The shape of

thelantef1xes Aare semi- c1rch\r semi - e1]1pt1ca1 and c1rcu]ar and .

re made from moulds in the usual manner, ;The Tarantine clay

is .her fine and compact with little or no 1mpur1t1es varying in

ﬁfp g_twang]er in Roscher Mytholog1e who began the classification of

' Qb ?ons in 1886. The first is charactér1zed by an enlarged face with

and%;usks haﬂr 1n t1ght curls or in styllzed waves , and a beard
W

The Eéﬁoﬁd has a rounder face with an almost tr1angular forehead and

rather 0b11que eyes w1thout the beard and with a corona of snakes around
”-thekface. The first. type 1s probab]y the oldest at Taranto, but.both
.types developed side by Slde, thh the type of gorgon used determined
v-more by ‘the. form of the p}aque. The f1rst type was usually applied to

a
DY ‘.'

e , | / ) &"‘.I
o . o
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the semi-elliptical or semi-circular plaque and the second to the

circular plaque.

" One of the earliest examples dated to the beginning of the VI
century B.C.is semi-circular with a very wide .face, which almost
covers the entire plaque, the hair in snail7)ike curls, and a beard,

45

, : ‘
rendered by reqular lines. At about the beginning of the V century

pedr] tresses appear along with a more plastic treatment of the face, k
especially the nose and cheeks, and a more wispy beard.
Contemporaneous to the appearance of the semi-circular.antefix is
the development at the end of. the VI century of the "rotunda" antefix
with ¢ smoather modelling\of the face, a triangular forehead and very
vbb]ique almond-shaped eyeé. The face is crowned by writhing snakes and
placéd on a semi-elliptical plaque. 4 Analogous eramp]es of tnis type

; 1;7“ “t

V.W?ﬁheggjo Calabria. In the early V

are found at Ciro, Metaponto
century this type is represented w1th two large serpents at either

side of the face, a motif that }s found at Grammichele, Syracuse, and
Camarina, in Sicify; as well ae nearby at Ruvo. 48 Around the middle of

the v century B. C a-softening of the features begins, with a humaniz-
‘ »

at1on of the eyes and nose, and-the. 1oss of the feroc1ous character. 43

During the second half of the V century the archaic gorgon of the

"horrid" type gives way to. the beg1nn1ngs of the "calm" gorgon of the
later period. The face becomes eéxcessively round and is placed on

v
a c1rcu]ar plaque, the ears are p]aced very h1gh on the head, the eyes

are very close together, the cheeks are reduced and the mouth no longer

has its wide grim@ce, but is almost c]osed._50
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'This "calm" type of gdrgon continues to develop into the IV century
B.C. and is d1st1ngu1shed by a rather round, serene face with human eyes
and well developed eyelids, a.mouth with fufl 11ps closed almost in a
smlle, and no pendent tongue. There is a corona of styl1zed‘serpents
- around the face. °1 At the end of the IV‘centdry and in the course .
of the III the “pathetic" of “"beautiful" gorgoneia of‘the Hellenistic
age evolve.A52 Now a.totally humanized face is placed on a semi—e]]iptiea]
plaque, the mouth is closed inla slight grimace and the rather inset
eyes have a vaguely melancholy expression attributed to Scopaic
influence. .The hair has taken on a decpnative‘effect, the thick tresses,
among whjch are writhing serpents, undulate in waves as if b]ownhback
by the wind. | |

One problem withlthe evident}Tarantine‘prominence in antefix
eXportation éither of matrices or models, is the lack of matrices
for anteflxes at the s1te of Taranto itself.' While the'CorOp]astic
workshops are wel] attested by the presence of matriees, wasters from
the kilns, and even signatdres on the.matrices, there is no such
evidence for.t2e workshons.fdr antefivxes.’53 Possible explanations
for this may be that these moulds for antefixes were constructed
different]y from other types, s%nce‘antefixes were probab]y not in as
much demand as the votive’ statues, thus calling for a more per1shable
type of matrix, although matr1ces do survive from other areas such as’
Etrur1a and Lat1um. These workshops for arch1tectural terra cottas

_may a]so have been 1ocated outside the city wal]s due to space |

", requ1rements for_ the product1on of these 1arger pieces and have

-¢herefore not yet been excavated

+
\
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The size of these antefixes is rather reduced the largest reaching
a diameter of 25 cm. and al] lack the sheitborder that is so common in-
Campania and Etruria. This sma]d size would exclude these antefixes '
from temple decoration and they appear to haué been uSedAtu decorate
the buildings of the necrqpo]is, expecially the "naiskqi“ which are

well attested from vase paintings. >4

An .interesting feature of these vase paintings is the occasiona]
representation of gbrgoneia or»styliied circles in the pedinent_of the
"naiskoi". It is possible that the circular-shaped~antefixes may have

. been used as central acroteria or the coVers of.the “columen" of these

55

smaller edifices. An argument against thlS use is the fact that no

models from Greek cities from the mainland of south [taly with th1s

type of decoratlon have been found, 56

but the vase palnt1ng examples
cannot be ignoredi~\The§e ahtefites ;per se" mtght not haue been used
for this burpose, since the numbers found as well as their unity of
‘design po1nt to a use as true antefixes, but archaeolog1cal confirmation
of these dep1ct1ons may ex1st and a cloéer study of the f1nds from
“Taranto may y1e1d such a d1scovery. Aside from the "na1§k0)" of the .
burial areas there is also the»possibility that antefixes uere used’

on prlvate bu11d1ngs at Taranto whlch wou]d be Just1f1ed by their
presence in each zone of the %1ty, wh1le other types of arch1tectura]_'

decorat1on are limited in- their dlstr1but1on. 57

Metaéont
Metaponto was founded in the late VIII or ear1y Vil century B. C.

on rich arable land strateg1ca]1y located on the trade routes of the

A\
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Bradano Basento river va]]eys for east west trade with Poseidonia.
Metapont1ne commerce flourished on these routes up to the middle af

S the V century with a d1ffus1on of—Metapont1ne products ‘in the interior,

.;;usltes a1ong these river val]eyS'SB.that cont1nued unti]‘the ascendancy

of Tarantoﬁﬁn,the area after the foundation of Heraclea in 433 B.C. 59;

The antefixes from Metaponto are not as well documented as‘thel |
. Tarantine, which may be due to a Metapontine preference for revetment
“ decoration, .although there‘is eyidence that antefﬁxes wene actua]]y A\
used for‘temple decoratfon at this site. Both the semi-circular andj
cTrcuiar‘forms are found The Metapontine clay is oran e in colour.
The evidence for the act1v1ty of the workshops for a)th;Eectural terra-
cottas 1s much c]earer at Metaponto than at Taranto and it appears
to have been a conduit of l1nk between the Ion1an sphere and Taranto, »
especially in simae and‘other‘reyetnent production. 60 : .
Ea}ly examp]esvof‘Metapontine antefixes have a strong affinfty
to those;from Taranto. OneAhas a wfde, honrid‘face ckowned‘at the |
" front nfth cur]s‘and:pearl‘tresses.at the sides and resehbies Laviosa's
- no. 1, but has wider eyes and large;'thiek tusks. Another exaﬁple‘has
;.fcurls at the‘fo?ehead-and pear] tresses at the side‘”but with a smaller
'? ‘face and very sma]] eyes (compare Lav1osa 'S no. 3)'!61 | |
[ . .

A plaque of a gorgone1on w1th serpents “found at. Metaponto §2 dated .

to the mlddle of the VI century shows a development of the rotunda"'
type,of gorgone1a before those from Taranto which are dated to the end
of‘thevVI'century.‘ This type.was also applied on a large scale to the
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fictile decoratlon of temple D as anteflxes as well as a decoratlve

e]ement on the s1ma ?3 This . "rotunda" gorgoneion became widespread ‘
in the f1ct1]e product1on of Magna Graec1$1and Slc11y at the end of

vthe VI .and through all of the V century B.C. and is w1de1y produced

at Taranto as has been noted above. It appears that in the middle

vof the VI century the 1conograph1c mot1fs and models for these anteflxes
matured,at Metapontdj and then spread toward Taranto, whjch at this time

64

was a much less powerful city. - From the-Ionic temple B, 65 dating .

. from 500-480 B.C., QgTe\a\nujb:;dof‘theée gorgoneia surrounded by
suiriing snakes ‘with two row _curls at the forehead, a round face

of. rather smooth featurés, small a]mond-shaped-eyeé, and a 1arge'grinning“

mouth. exposing teeth and tusks.

" No gorgoneion antefixes’ appear to have been found dat1ng to the ‘

fIv century B.C. and on at Metaponto but female head anteflxes from the
site are c]oée]y connected to Tarantine examples of ‘the IV‘century 69 '
- and therefore the gorgon antefixes, if'they'existed at all, probably "

followed Tarantine production.
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GENERAL BACKGROUND

—
\

*Abbreviations are according to those listed in AJA, 82, 1978, p. 3- 4
and 84,u1980; p. 3-4.. Others are ]1sted as (Her_‘?ter c1ted as ...}

~ 1.

E Douglas Van Buren, Greek F1ct1]e Revetments in the Archa1c‘J
Period, London 1923, .p. xvii R '

Arv1d Andren, Arch1tectura] Terra- cottas from Etrusco Ita]1c Temples;,

‘Lund, 1940, p. Txxvi, (Hereafter cited as. Andren), also Ake Akerstrom, -

Die Arch1tecton1schen Terrakotten Kleinasiens, Skifter Utgivna av,

10, S
o of Pogg1o C1v1tate“, RomM1tt 83 1976, PP 1 29

-
- Al Wintery. "Arch1tectural Terracottas. with Human Heads from Pogglo
"4f¥C1v1tate (Mur]o)",,ArchCl 29 1977 pp 23 24 .

-Svenska Institutet I Athen, 4, XI, Cund, 1966, Introduction, @

(Heréafter cited as. Akerstrom) _For the inspiration for th1s type
of decoration’not the fac1ngs of burnt brick or glazed tiles used

on Assyrlan buildin

Cle]1a Lav1osa,l"Le antef1sse f1tt111 di Taranto" ArchC],]G, 1954, §ﬁ

p. 225, (Hereafter cited as Lav1osa)

N.A. w1nter “"Archaic Arch1tectura] Terracottas Decorated with
Human Heads", RomM1tt 85, 1978, p 29, (Hereafter c1ted as N1nter ‘

(1978))

. Andren p cx1ii, Lav1osa p.. 225‘ I do not ‘wish to enter the fray :

about origins, but. I do fee] that Corinthian influences 'might be.
somewhat ‘overrated. - The belief in the Corinthian ‘invention of all

‘things terra-cotta has.incited scholars to make statements such ‘as.
H"Though this style hastnot been found at Cor1nth there .is no doubt

it is Corinthian:", T.J. Dunbabln The Western Greeks, 'p. 269, in

“reference to a revetment de51gg of a Magna Graecian colony Perhaps
more 1mag1nat10n and creat1v1ty shou]d be credlted to the co]on1sts

.. H. Payne Necrocor1nth1a Oxford 1931 p 79

:For a further d1scuss1on of th1s see T P Howe, "The Orwg1n and
" Function: of the Gorgon ‘Head", AJA, 58, 1954, pp. 209 221 -and A.
‘G1ul1ano,'"Gorgone“ 1n EAA pp__ZBZ 85 - : . o
. Winter, (1978) P32 -

.afLav1osa p 224

See: N1nter (1978), pp.. 29- 32 and J Nells,'"The Terracotta Gorgonela

For example a bronze mask from Chu151 and varlous canop1c urns. N.

S

D ,

T SRR
L



; 12.
13..
4.

VA

s,

S T

" 16.

17.

.18,

ee

o
‘;}EZS;

V19,

21.

R

2.

2

- A-Reconsideration of Some Coroplastic

20.

frzo‘ '

N1nter (1978) 'p..30, and M Goldberg, “Archa1c Greek Acroter1a"
AJA, 86 1982 p. 208 ‘ ,

Andren p clxiv , : ‘ . - o o ‘NM
Q. | | SR o “ii'
These mould ser1es can be partlcuiarly 1mportant for the study of:.

Undamentals", BSA, 47, 1952,

pp. 217-226 and R. Miller, “Medma and-the Exchange of Vo tive Terra— .

."exchange of terra-cottas. See R.V. N1Ehols, "Type, Group and Series:

- cottas", Papers in Italian Archaeo]ogy, Part IV, C]ass1cal and Med-

ieval Archae61ogy, pp. 10-11

‘Martin Freder1ksen Campanla, Oxford 1982, pp. 176- 77 bel1eves
that actual teams of artisans trave]]ed w1th their moulds in,

~order to fabricate and assemble their. decorat1ve schemes

/

Nicola Bonacasa, "L'Area Sacra", Himera I, Cahpaéne di Scavb; 1963~
1965, Rome, 1970, pp. 220, 223 ‘ T *

.\Lav1osa p. 224"

Akerstrom, pass1m

For a discussion see M. Go]dberg, AJA, 86, 1982, pp; éo7-8 and J}
Neils, RomM1tt 83, 1976 p. 25 R ' ' . ’

See Romolo Stacc1o]1, Mode111 di Ed1f1c1 Etrusco- Ita]1c1 I Mode]11‘
Vot1p1, Florence 1968 pass1m, (Hereafter c1ted as Staccioli)

Accord1ng to M. Frederlksen Campan1a, p. 175 see also J. Floren, ‘
Stud1eh sur Typolog1e des Gorgone1on Aschendorff 1977 pa551m -

Nlnter (1978) p 32

J Heurgon *Recherches sur 1' H1sto1re la Rellg1on et la C1v1l1— fﬁ~t
"sations de Capoue Preroma1ne Par1s 1942 p- 350 g

Andren, pe. c1xv111

Ibld see a]so D M Rob1nson, "Etruscan Campan1an Anteflxes“, AJA
27 1923 pp. 1-12- ‘ : ‘ S LT

.(/

M Freder1ksen, Campanla p 177

P, C Sest1er1,'"Sa]erno, Scoperte archeo]og1che 1n 1oca11ta Fratte",*
NSc, 6 1952 p. 95 flg 5 : . . « .

Terros1 Zanco, "Un antef1ssa a maschera gorgon1ca del Museo Archeo- -
- logico.Provinciale di Potenza", ‘ParPass,. 98, 1964, pp. 369-370, f1g
‘4, and P, 0r1and1n1, "Aspett1 del'arfe 1nd1gena in Magna Graec1a"
Att1 Taranto, XI 1971, P 284 o , S

See H Koch Dachterrakotten aus Campaneln, Ber11n 1912 pp. 73 76
Hereafter c1ted as Koch), as we11 as’ Stacc1ol1, pass1m e
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21
Informat1on from M Mazze1,”“Appunt1 prel1m1nar1 su]le antef1sse

fittile 'Etrusco-Campane' nella Daunia preromana", Taras, I, 1981,
pp. 17-33 and "Importa210n1 ceramiche e influssi culfural1 in Daun1a

el VI a V sec. a.C.", in'Papers in Italian Airchaeology, IV, Part

© 31,
32.

"33,

3.
"’ 35,
3.

- 37.

. 40,

111, Patterns in Protoh1story, Pp. 274 77

'vOrland1n1 Att1 Taranto, XI 1971 pp 285 86-
a'Mazze1, Papers in Italian; Archaeology, IV p. 270

See Chapter Three .

P. 0r1and1n1, "I] nuove anteftsse s11enche di Gela e 1] loro
contributo alla conoscenze del” corop]ast1ca che11ota“, ArchCl,

6, 1950, p. 251 . | -
Ibid. - | - B
Giu]lano,'"Gorgone" in EAA; p 984" \?

Andren P cx11

: P 0r]andin1 "Mater1ale archeo]og1co Ge]ese de] Iv- II sec. a. C nel
"'Museo Nat1onale di Siracusa", ArchCl, 12 1960 p. 61 CRREE

T

P. Orlandtnl, "L espans1one d1 Gela. nel]a‘51c111a centro-meridionale",

-Kokalos, 8, 1962, p. 86, and E SJoqv1st S1c11y and the. Greeks p.
32, T1gs 21 22 23

" R.A. H1gglns Gata]ogue of the Terracottas in" the Brltlsh Museum, -
" London, 1954, p. 336.  This preference for‘p1ast1c antefixes at

" Taranto has been credlted by. R. Martin in'"L'architecture de.

41..
‘ f"-Graec1a London 1923 p. 142 no. 2/ and Lav1osa, p 226

‘“Pv42;:: .
Sl el ;G1o1a del Co]le ~B.M. Scarfi, Nsc, 16, 1962, pp. 201-2,.fig. 181 =~
43,

e

Tarente", Atti Taranto , X, 1970, pp..'311-342 to ‘its apparent t1es

-,to the east>w1th the N'rthwest co]onIes and As1a M1nor R

E D. Van Buren Archa1c F1ct11e Revetmegts in S1c11y and Magna

Pol1coro upon persona] observat1on at the museum at the s1te,

“P. wu111eum1er, Tarente des Orwg1nes a 1a Conguete Romawne, Parls<;t‘t‘
"Par1s, 1923 p 260 S

'_G. Greco, “Antef1sse gorgon1che da Lave]lo“ RendNa LII 1977h‘“”

p. 140, (Hereafter cited as Greco,."Lavello") S0 F Sartor1

"ei;“Eraclea di Lucana:. Prof1lo Stor1co" 1n Herak1e1astud1en II

_ hﬁi}f;nemdelburg, 1967, p. 19
‘3446,f1

N
«Lav1osa,z

¥,

-
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48
29.
50:
51
. 52.
53,
54,

55.
56.

57,
58,

59.

Ibid. nds %3 9, pl. LXXI, 2

'Van Buren Archalc F1ct11e Revetments in S1c1ly and Mggna Graec1a,

’Lav1osa;‘no 12 pl. LXX 5

lpidi,‘no; 17, pl. LXXI, |

Ibid., nos."18-20, pls“LXXI 5 and LXKIL, 1,,“2'\ o
Ibid., nos. 21- 25, pls. LXXII 7 4, 5 and: LXXIIL, 1,2

Ibid., p. 233

1b1d., p. 221. The greater number of antef1xes have come from the
excavations of Nuova Citta which was the site of the ancient necro-

~polis as opposed to the.old part of the city where the acropo11s and',
’temples were located. " * , ‘ :

As suggested by Koch pp 2 10

Lav1osa, p 219

id., po22t

Greco,;"LavelTof,fp..14 Funerary egu1pment found at Montescagl1oso
. Miglionico, Timmatri, Pis®icci, Garaguso as well as antefixes from
‘Serra di- Vagl1o and Lavello, whlch will. be discussed 1n the next -

chapter, denote Metapontlne connect1ons

Adamesteanu Mertens and D' Andr1a Metaponto I Supplemento;‘NSc,

.29, 1975 p. 55, footnote 153 ‘j o ‘ =

' 60.
6l
62

- 3.
R
Y‘ 65.

o:no the Excavatlons at. P1zz1ca Pantanello (1974~ 76) Metaponto“, Supple-l;,j
\ "{mento NSc 31 1977 p 456 no. 28 f1g..31 R

G. Andreass1, "Il D1batt1to", Att1 Taranto X, h970 P 421

6. F Lo- Porto, "Metaponto Scav1 e recerche archeo]og1Jhe", NSc,‘
721 1967 p. 150, f1gs ‘1"and. 2 ' , :

G Andreass1,\"S1me f1tt111 TarantIne con gronda1a gorgon1ca" |

vRolitt 79,. 1972 p 183 .

“D. Adamesteanu D Mertens ahd’ A De S1ena, "Sanctuar1o d1 Apo]lo .
v.,tTemp1o D", BdA, 60 1975 p 26 fwg 43 ‘,J‘,. R R A

iGreco;‘"Lave11o“, p. 140

: vAdamesteanu Mertens, and D Andr1a Supp]ementp NSc 29 1975 .fn;
h'f.p.v108 f1g,l105 _ | it Mu~.’j”f

' ‘o .

Ib1d., p. 108 fwg 105 a]so J .C. Carter,'“Pre11m1nary Report on
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~Serra di Vaglio

T

~I1. GORGON ANTEFIXES FROM LUCANIA.

;—/<‘

Lucanla was the area of Southern Ita]y held by Oscan speaklng

‘ peoples that extended from the h1nter1and of Metaponto and Taranto to

the Tyrrhen1an Sea bounded by CampanIa Apu11a, and Samnlum to the south
‘and Brutt1um to the north The maJor arter1es of trade in the area

were the river. val]eys of the Bradano Basento Cavone And Agr1 wh1ch
were the routes of-communwcat1ons between the Iénian and Tyrrhen1anr"
seas. . — : o f - | G’ 5 h A L

; R . o - ‘ . - . W
" Hellenic influences ‘had been penetrating Lucania from‘an‘ear]y

“period ; At the end of the-VI century the 1nd19enous popu]at1ons

a]ong these maJor r1vers began to decorate the1r sacred bu11d1ngs
accord1ng to the Greek system with forms and even moulds from the

Greek c1t1es of the coast A]though the ]oca] art1sans relled heav11y

~on Greek mode]s and even matr1ces, they d1d however, preserve a certa1n
autonomy by produc1ng loca] varlants of these 1mported Greek forms that

: are un1que to areas and 1nd1v1dua1 sett]ements. (See f1gure 1 for a

5. Lo

map Of the Sltes d1scussed 1n th1s chapter.) 7"'“

_THE VALLEYS OF THE BASENTO AND THE BRADANO RIVERS

The mounta1n of Serra (ht 1092 m ), at the center of modern ,h

Bas111cata, 1s s1tuated at the confluence of the T1era 1nto the Basento f‘f-‘

i



—

river Huts 0ccup1ed the s1te at the end of the: Iron Age the f]oors |
‘and relat1ve tombs of wh1ch were d1sturbed by the 1mpos1t1on of structures
in the course-of the V] century B.C. Th1s archa1c settTement 51tuated

. at the center of the level p]a1n that constltutes the summlt Qf Monte

. Serra appears to contlnue through a large part of the v century and o
"-cons1sted of an, organ1zat1on of bu11d1ngs aTong a system of streets 2
k( Archwtecton1c f1ct11e decorat1on, 1n the form of gorgone1a ‘and pa]mette
hantef1xes, is one of the character1st1c eTements of ‘the excavatlons at Fuf

, Serra di Vag]1o and offer ev1dence of d1verse bu11d1ngs that show a. ]eve]

S of soc1al organ1zat1on and contact w1th other sett]ements 3 }‘f‘

" Al oféthetdorgon antefixesﬂfrom Serra’di Vag]io are of‘theb"horrid"
.type and are of . small 51ze (18 20 cm. ) Twe]ve d1fferent var1at1ons from
' four d1st1nct types have been 1dent1f1ed by G. Greco 3 1n her study of |
approx1mate]y forty fragments for the site of Serra d1 Vag]1o and the
surround1ng Bra1da countrys1de The two most popular forms are the semw-"!
e111pt1ca] plaque w1th sna1l l]ke curls at’ the forehead and the type on ‘
. a round p]aque w1th a corona of snakes around the face ‘ The sem1-c1rcu1ar '
xp]aque was also used although not as frequent]y The antefvxes were 'J:‘,
T’Tenhanced by co]our usuaT]y ochre br1ght red brown and somet1mes»

. , Y
“.yeJTow No matr1ces for these antef]xes have yet been fOund but the

z=,’presence of ]oca] 1m1tat1ons and var1at1ons of Greek forms po1nts

~“*,'.'to some ]oca] production. Unfortunate]y, for the most part these

\A‘

‘*:.antef1xes cannot be attr1buted to weTl determ1ned bu1Td1ngs elther of-'

-ipubl1c of pr1vate use a]though recent excavat1ons have produced some

'm:results in th1s regard ¥

2
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L

! "platela" bordered by DUl]dlngS decorated by anteflxes was adopted ‘

/ .

In the first half of the VI century the Greek plan of a grand )

4

g at Serra di Vagl1o A sacred area used durang the archalc phase that ' ‘

Z “was probably also decorated w1th terra- cottas also ex1sted outs1de the

§
f

“walls on the - slopes of Serra (the Braida country 1de) These antef1xes

,‘recall completely the ' Greek sphere and more prec1sely the Metapont1ne

! ®
Var1ant II 7 whlch lS c1rcular w1th small, almond- shaped eyes a broad

:nose and a corona of plast1c snakes dated to the VI century resembles .

\‘z_all of the external per1meter of bu1ld1ng A w1th a greater dens1ty

“:*f‘of the establ1shed var1ant IV were found

'{Metapont1ne examples, 8 but is br1ghtly coloured accord1ng to the local

~taste. ;

In the A century local’ productlon of these antef1xes‘beg1ns
that sees a’"degenerat1on" of the Greek models wh1ch are st1ll well
Q ented\at‘th1s tlme. More recent excavat1ons (1978) have determ1ned
}‘l1shment ahd system1zat1on of the bu1ld1ngs perta1n1ng to that '
A lengthened rectangular bu1ld1ng dlscovered durlng these o

" s, 23 50'm on the long s1des 7. m. on the short called

"7jf=bu1ld1ng A has two open1ngs on'the east s1de and an 1nternal d1v1s1on
‘fklland was allgned on the street ax1s : Parallel to A 1s bu1ld1ng B. of

'”J1dent1cal d1men510ns equal orlentatlon and allgnment Around almost

'fon the long 51des numerous recognlzable fragments‘of gorgon antef1xes :

10 Th1s type is d1st1ngu1shed o

o by a sem1-c1rcular plaque w1th a bearded face but W1thout snakes. Two JT,f

~ th)other types of antef1xes w1th a sem1-ell1pt1cal shape that 1s also

H‘il?V century.v One has two rows of curls at the forehead

5?7bearded and lacks the snakes have been dated to the f1rst half of the

11 the other has

C o f / .
M t T ’. o o R R ITL N
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‘1 tat1ons of orig1na] Greek elements

AN

‘pearl\locks,

12 \AT] of these types-appear to be 1ocal imitations

prbbab]y of Tarantine modelsg13 ‘which. ref]ect a Soften1ng of the

f . ~

best1a1 character1st1cs of .the archa1c type A]though\there 1s no.

/

provenance for these other anteflx types it can be assumed that some

of the bnlldlngs contemporaneous to A wege decorated in the same manner

\

o

—_—

There is a caesura of act1v1ty at Serra d1 Vag]1o at the f1rst

half of the Iv century, w1th ‘the apparent destructlon of the f1rst two 14

phases sudden]y fo]]owed by f1re.»14. After the second half of the‘
s
century as, far as c. 250 B C the frequentat1on of Serra 1mproves and ‘

«

rebu1]d1ng occurs, but w1th a d]fferent constructton techn1que and in f

- d1sorderly fash1on no longer respectlng the. street axes. 15 At th1s

t1me a ]arge dra1nage cana] was bu1]t a "baso]ato" pavement that was

probab]y used as a meet1ng place as we]] as a large c1rcu1tous

B perhaps the cruder ]oca1 representat1ons can be p]aced here,

defens1ve wa]] ‘of. approx1mate}y 150 hectares + 16 Unfortunate]y no . .

; antef1xes have been attr1buted to th1s phase at Serra d1 Vag]1b but

17 as th1s

per1od 1s noted by the presence of a 1oca1 Sp1r1t w1th 1ts own 1nterpre-.'
18 Perhaps antef1xes adorned the

bu11d1ngs around the "baso]ato", as wel] as at other areas at the S1te.

TR s : i s o - . .
v ‘_‘,‘ ) B Lo i '. s W "
. . S . . .

ai marked on]y by a necropol1s of “fossa" tombs.v There 1s aga1n as at

Lo Oppidg Lucaho T B P TR

S

Oppldo Lucano 1s s1tuated 1n the loca11ty of Montrone, an 1solated
h111 on the left bank of the Bradano rlver.v A nuc]eﬂs of huts ex1sted

“ ¢

here from the IX VIII centurles B C The archa1c phase of the s1te 1s
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VI - . . . ' N

A |
) o A,
other Lucaniah‘stles, a caesura of activity from the m1ddlefpf the V
to the middle df the IV centuries, when a vast habitation is built over
_the zone first occupied by the necropolis. In the course of the first

half of the ]l centurx the frequentation of the area of Montrone ends. 19

A semi- c1rcu1ar anteflx representing a gorgoneion, withla base
of 25 cm. and a helght of 19 cm., and two fragments of the»same type
haVe been found at th1s site. 20 The particular interest of these ante-
fixes 1is, their ﬂprovincial" character that is derived from archaic
examples dfnthe type that ex1sted at Taranto in the middle of the VI
century. 1.'Here the curls of the hair are reduced to large blobs, the
tongue is*thiek and bilobate, and the serpents have diminished to deco-

. ¥ ‘ .
‘ ratjve e]ements . The border'is unusual, with a thick outer e‘!"f011owed

.§§§vert1cal ]1nes E ” v

ra

U& two th1n ones around, the face The bottom of the plaque has thick

o “

¢ Y . . b
‘No precise comparisons for this type have been found, but local
7 C
;‘1nterpretat10ns of Greek types have a]ready been noted at Serra di Vaglio.

TW%E "prov1nc1a1" character1st1c also points to local production of

* mqulds and fabr1cat1on of these anteflxes 22 No def1n1te date has

been asS1gned to the antef1xes from Opdeo Lucano, but the1r der;;atlon
fgpm Greek anteflxes of the archa1c per1od 1nd1cates a similar time frame, .
“and are’ “given the date of the beginning of the V century by thelr
excavators when local productlon begins to occur at othen/s1tes in
~Lucan1a The strange representat1on with its unusual border as wel]

—

':as the "archa1z1ng“ tendency 23 may a]so po1nt to.a later date of the

- <l century when local 1nterpretat1on takes on an added impulse (see below)

&
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and ‘thus these antefixes may belony to the IV century habitation.

]
Q ) .

Irsina

n

A
From Irsina comeS‘a4gorgoneion of a circular type surrounded by a

corona of snakes with curls at the forehead and almond-shaped eyes. The

lower portion of the face is missing. A triangular cover-tile is still

24

attached at the back. This example is very similar to an antefix

. ‘ ' .
from Metaponto,25 as well as type Ia from Lavello 26. The similar

typological and stylistic characteristics denote a provenance from a

single matrix that seems to haig_trave]led from Metaponto up the Bradano

27

all the way to Irsina. This antefix is dated to the end of the VI

century B.C. and is assigned to a sacred building of the Greek tybe. 28

1
3

Tofrettg di Pietragalla

Situated almost at the source of the Bradano river, this site
contro]?ed the routes from the Ionic coast to the Vultura area and
;he basin of the Ofanto riQEr. The~major_occupation of this site
occurred in the iV centarj B.C{-'A snmlii;ecropolis of the VII-VI
centuries haﬂ“bgsn found, but with no apparent conngctioé'to the 1ater
phase. The-summit of.the‘hiT] is enclosed by a wall of squared blocks,
"and the plain on the'east side isAprotected by anothér wall with a gate

guarded by a tower. No structures or necropoli-have yet been found. 29

From thi;}site comes a fragment of a‘gorgoneion of local interpre-

tation of thd advanced "calm" or "pathetic” type developed at Taranto.
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It has a very small, flat, simplified face, with a straight nose, and
eyes that-have been -outlined to give the effect of being deep-set in the

30 The face is framed by twp

manner. of the Hellenistic Greek models.
contorted snakes and the entlre gorgone1on is set in what appears to be
the beglnn1ngs of an almost she]ﬂ-]1ke frame. Stylistically this piece’
ﬁelongs to the local interpretattons of the later IV century and therefore-
this antefix was probably used to deconate some.strocture‘of‘the Iv.

centuhy settlement.
THE VALLEY OF THE OFANTO RIVER

Lavello

Lave]To is situated to the south of the Ofanto.be n Venosa and
- to the west between the cities ot Melfi, Rapollo, and<;:j:2ro. .The
historical record of this site is rather scarce. Ceramic material and;'~
metals found in the period of the Iron Age reveal eanly cultural con-
tacts with Daunia. In the VI centuhy the centra] habitation was'formedv
by_sma]l agglomerations that were scattered along‘the‘hill of Gravetta
that is\pOSitioned to the northeast of the actual central settlement.

A vast necropol1s was identified in the loca11ty of San Felice, wh1ch
was also probably a cult: p]ace that cont1nued 1n'use unt11 the IV :

century The architectural documentat1on does not extend beyond the -

III century, when ‘the occupat1on of the site probably ended with the ,

foundat1on in 291 B. C.‘of the Latin colony of Venosa. 31

Some-of?the major finds from the site are numerous gorgon antefixes
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32 Unfortunately,

~ that were recovered from-a‘priuate collection-in 1965.
ow1ng to the nature, of their d1scovery, it is daff1cult to assTyQ these
‘antef1xes to exact bu1ld1ngs or even exact: locat1ons The antefixes
are all circular in shape On the reverse are preserved trlangular
settings for the Cor1nth1an cover-tiles, and in some cases the tiles
themselves This presence of the cover—tiles, the reduced size (18- 24
cm') the unity of type, ds well as the numerous examples of each type
points to the use of these antef1xes along the sides of bu1ld1ngs and
not as frontal decoration. . These were probably small sacred buildings,

"naisk01 , or other funerary ed1f1ces 33 No matrices for these

antefixes have yet been found

It is possible to determine two possible types of gorgon antefixes

at Lavello.‘ The first group is basically of the "rotunda" type, with a

‘ .
horrid face, small eyes, triangular forehead, a grinning mouth with

pendent tongue, and a corona of sn?kes A development of this type

can be d1st1ngu1shed in the flerce archa1c characteristics chang1ng to

a soften1ng\of the features in an almost car1catur1sh manner ‘in the course
of the V century Thesergorgon antefixes from Lavello find cdmparisons
w1th the archvtectural terra- cottas of Metaponto and the nearby locallty

, of San B1ag1o \ The type Ia, with 1ts less plastic and more conservatlve
features, is closely tied to the orlg1nal type® 1mported from Metaponto 4
and one example ?5 may even come from a Metapont1ne matrlx but w1th
v1brant colours added in accordance with the local taate. A gorgone1on ‘
from Ir51na is also very s1m1lar to Ia and appears to have. come from
:the same matr1x that travelled from Metaponto up - the Basento r1ver

valley to Irs1na and then overland to. Lavello. 363 w‘-i" : d} -



Some exaqples»of type I,
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however, have variations not found elsewhere

eXcept at Lavello, such as a row of looser curis k"lumachella") around

the snail- l1ke curls at the forehead which show ocal 1nterpretat1ons

of Greek models. These var1at10ns revea] that a]though at this perlod Y

there was an acculturatlon of the 1nd1genous popu]at1ons, the local

37

artlsans stlll preserve their own autonomous artistic sphere an

event that is para]le]ed at this time also at Serra d1 Vagl1o ‘The

car1catur12at1on of these gorgone1a in the course of the V century is.

probably also the local 1nterpretat1ons of the soften1ng Qf features

that occurs }n the Greek centers.

38

In the IV century the gorgons of the second type at Lavello are

produced, which. are characterized by the loss of the herrid features all

- . together with the face assuming the aspect and Tinearity of a .normal

femalewfaqe.‘39 The renqering‘of the hair has-changed to straight

tresses pulled away'from'the face, the forehead is no ]onger triangular,

the eyes are rather 1nset which accentuates the pathetlc express1on

and the ears are’ now cencealed by a mass of hair. The corona pf snakes

’

hascbecome purely stylistic, tied in a knot at_ the bottom, and serves -

as a ‘decoration to frame the face. No precise Greek models can bet

identified for these antefixes that can only be seen as indeiduaf local

. products.

c it

.. Banzi.’

f.f' N From the VI to the IV centurwes this 51te cons1sted of small

ot

.

1solated nuclei that are almost exclusive]y documented by the



2
_ disposition of"hecropoli These nuclei were concentrated 1nto one
settlement only in the course of the III century when the Romans took an
1nterest 1n controll1ng the traff1c between the Ofanto basin and the
»Bradano Ev1dence from the finds of votive materlals also’ 1nd1cates
that in the course of the IV century a Tocal sanctuary, Fontana dei

40
Monac1, was in use..

From thlS sanctuary comes - an antefix with a gorgon protome 41
The whole face 1s preserved -but the top port1on of the hair is missing.
The face has no beard, small, almond- -shaped eyes w1th l1ne% for eyellds,‘
a gr1nT1ng mouth with four tusks, and a. pendent tongue of the archa1c
‘"horr1d“ type that’ appears to have d1sappeared at ‘other sites by th1s
time. 42 Around the face are what appear to be verv styl1zed snakes
- followed by another row of decoratlve sw1rls "The shape'of the plaque,
which is almost round w1th sl1ght edges at least as can be gleaned from
“the surv1v1ng port1on, is very—uﬂusual—~*51nce this antef1x is sa1d to |

belong to the sanctuary, its date would 'be 1n the IV century B C..

Mol (P1sc10lo) S

The chronolog1cal 1nterpretat1ons for Melf1 come exclus1vely from fr ‘:.

- necropol1.‘ There 1s ‘some ev1dence for 1nfluence and 1mportat1on from |
the ‘area of Puglla and Daunlan culture from—the Iron Age to. the m1ddle ‘L,w~_;hu
!J' of the v century. From the m1ddle of the Iv century, however, the rltes - :;ﬂif
Of bur1a] and the funerary equPment attest to the Oscan1zatlon of the, _";‘:Iv'




3.
| From the P1sc1olo area of ‘the reglon where only a necropol1s has
‘been d1scovered comes a gorgone1on antefix of the c1rcular type that is
also found at Serra d1 Vagl1o and Lavello (type 1a) based on models
:from Metaponto and therefore is probably datable to the VI century
vThe gorgon has a row of curls at the forehead a gr1nn1ng mouth with
. tusks and pendent tongue ‘'small, almond shaped eyes, and arched eyebrows
vformlng a l'V"‘ The face also 1s ‘surrounded by a corona of serpents in
the usual manner, but this example dlffers 1n that the antef1x is
'extended by an add1t1on around the snake border 44 ThlS may have
.lbeen necessary due to reduct1on that occurred 1f th1s antef1x was taken

rfrom another antef1x as opposed to an actual mould
NERTREN L

| L COASTAL LUCANIA

"Paestum: 'The“Lucanian Period

_ UL | e >

The Greek per1od of Poseldonla 1s well known and documented by the
imagn1f1cent temples. These temples seem to have been exclu51vely | .
1i‘decorated by lateral s1mae and no antef1xes from the earl1er per1od ,
o have surfaced even for use on “na1sko1", and thus the s1te has nothf
?jffbeen 1nluded 1n the chapter on Greek SItes. At around 410 B. C however,
"nyjPose1don1a fell to the Lucan1ans and thus belongs 1n the sphere of 1ts %

{fculture from th1s date..p jllf»iﬂ SR “f;‘. ,’.hr '; ‘f L _Vf.;f ‘;lv'“

A very unusual antef1x, dat1ng to the IV century, represents a

»*;,}gorgone1on. 452 It 1s rather small W1th a preserved he1ght of only

f:igflﬁ cm. and length of 16 5 cm., although much of the border appears to be ﬁf_},féi
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‘ mlss1ng The back is attached to a seml cyT1ndr1caT “coppo" ' The clay
1s v1v1d orange w1th numerous 1nclus1ons | Conserved 1n “the Tower part
‘of the'face is a trace of red co]our The antef1x is made from a mould ;‘ﬁt
" and touched up in the usual manner. " The face is’ round and squat with |
ta]mond shaped eyes and ears in full view‘adorned with dlsc -earrings.
There is a trace of a n1mbus above the ears. The mouth is opened with
the trace of the upper teeth show1ng and the t1p of the tonque Jutt11? ;'\\ ‘
out. The ha1r is combed in sma]] Tocks covered by a "sphendone“ or T\‘\\;li’,\‘

‘d1adem w1th two protuberances, whlch may be h0rns, at. the height of “

the temp]e.

Only very general sty]1st1c compar1sons can be made for th1s
4 Sl

antefix.. Tarantlne antef1xes of the IV century 6 have resemb]ances-

with some features of the face but these do.not have the protrud1ng

¥

tongue wh1ch 1s a feature ‘more of the "horr1d" type ' The ha1rstyle and
1the "sphendone" or d1adem w1th horns reca]l the Tarant1ne Io or Artemls“
Tauropulos antef1xes from the mlddle of the IV century The treatment

_of the face aTso recal]s Campanlan terra—cottas 47
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© GORGON ANTEFIXES FROM LUCANIA

~,1; E T Salmon The Maklng of Roman Italy, Ithaca, 1982 P. 15 - For
example, the-Lucani wrote their Tanguage right to Ieft 1ike other, -
'Sabe111, but used the Greek aIphabet and not Oscan. ‘

: 2. P1er Guzzo Le gitta scomparse de]]a Magna Grec1a, Rome 1982¢jpp.
' “354 55, (Hereafter cited as Guzzo (1982)). ‘
' f3.;“GJovanna Greco "Lo sv1]uppo di Serra di Vag]1o nel V e VI sec. aLC.";
~ MelRome, 94, 1984, Part I, p. 67, (Hereafter cited as Greco, "Serra
di. Vaglio") R T S o
4. Ib1d

5. Guzzd (1982) PP 131 355

6.. D1nu Adamesteanu, “Scav1 e r1cerche archeoIoglche in Ba5111cata" .
© - Antiche Civilta Lucane, Atti del Convegno di-Studi Archeologia,
- Storie de1T1Arte e déT'Folhore 1975 (Hereafter cited as AEL), :
7. Guzzo (1982), p 83 f1g 7
.8. J C. Carter, Supp]emento NSc 31 1977 p. 455 f1g 31 as well as
. those from temple D d1scus"d in Adamesteanu Mertens De Siena, -
- "Sanctuario, d1 Apo]lo Tempio D“ BdA 60, 1975 P. 26 f1g 43
: 9.:‘Adamesteanu "La Bas1]1cataj/ Att1 Taranto Ix 1969 p 221 fiﬂ '
;IO.q Greco, “Serra d1 Vag]1o",,p 71 -see note 5y p. 68 for a descr1pt1on
» No 111ustrat1on 1s ava1lab]e R ‘ ‘ o o o
,fﬂ 1. Ib1d > p. 68 note 5, var1ant VI No 111ustrat1on is ava1]ab]e
. IIZL TIb1d . p 68 note 5, varlant VII No 111ustrat1on is ava11able
dv.I%{g;See Lavigsa, nos 14 -16, pl LXXI 2, ‘3 ;:ff’_vl f';;" B p:, FERRREI |

e . Lot : e
R ¢ . . . T T e

-,qu;ftAdamesteanu ACL p 20 »'.‘:}‘-‘n.‘ ,‘:‘;;gﬁvﬁnhf;:.?:p
:hiﬂJ§;1;1b1d., also Guzzo (1932)’ p. 356 : . R )
" 162 Guzzo 1“982) 3 . 356

‘?117;“Greco,'“Serra di- Vagllo", p 68 note 5 varlant VIII— a sem1-,-~,V"
Lo elliptical ihdigenous version WIth the~ha1r rendéred "a raggiera" .

‘around - the-plague,: with small;, close-set. eyes, XI- the.same- var1ant

: with.$lender shakes’ around: the ‘plaque, and XII- a semi-circular. =~ ERRY

i _g;glague w1th the” resses of: the ha1r rendered by the backbone of a [ﬁ““" ,
PR B . o o < R Gl
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18.
19.

Adamesteanu ACL p. 21

‘Informat1on on the site from Guzzo (1982) p 362 and Lissi- Carona
"1 rlsu]tatl di tre campagne di scavo ad 0pp1do Lucano", ACL pp

U 143-47°

L 20.
: 21,
22.
" 23,
o
25,
2.
27.
- 28.
" 2.
30.

BRETY
32.
33
© 34,

3.
"r"364

_'RendNap LII 1977 PpP. 131-46 . B R : ",“.

.Greco,,"Lave]lo", 132 Guzzo (1982} wou]d see them as beionglng o
© to the sanctuary of San Fe11ce p. 365 SR g L

,:jNumerous examples from the Ion1c temp]e pub11shed by La Cava ant—"
" cited by Greco, "Lavello", p.‘142 and 111ustrated as’ pl VII f1g
j”13 and ‘pl.:VIIT, f1gs 14 15 I 4 . _

'-Greco,‘"tavello",\pl W, Fig. 7 .‘;'f,fri?f"~f‘szf."pfn“a* -

. PBSR, XLIII 1974 'p. 64, cites evidence. of ‘an ‘ancient route from

Greco, "Lavello“, pl V f1gs. 8 9 and pl VI f1g. 10 ;;]gifi“;fﬁ3f

‘L1551 Carona, “0pp1do Lucano“ NSc 34 1980 p 263 flg 205

Lav1osa,_p] LXIX 1 o
Lissi-Carona, NSc, 3, 1980, p. 263 B

”-See Chapter Three on Ge]oan archa1z1ng and th1s trend in Lucanla

Greco,‘“Lavello", pl. VII fig. 12

!

See Carter Supp]emento NSc 31 1977 p. 455 _no. 27 f1g 31

l

‘See. Greco, \:ve]]o", p. 143 1

‘tbtd.‘ ' kt\h;{

Carter, Supp]emento ﬂﬂE 31 1977,t p 456

N

'Informat1on on thlS s1te from Guzzo (1982) p 263

»Terros1 Zanco, ParPass, XCVIII, 1964 p 369, fig. 2 Only a

photograph ‘was available for the study of th1s antef1x and therefore j
there is. no detalled descr1pt1on ' ‘ '

‘Informat1on on’ thlS s1te from Guzzo (1982) p. 365

A study of the anteflxes from Lave]]o has been done by G Greco 1n

N

'.."lu ‘

-

Ibid., P 143 R J. Buck in “The Ancient ‘Roads’ of Eastern Lucanxa", jhwn:ﬁT
Irs ina. to Venosa wh1ch 1s d1rect]y north of Lavel]o.gy-p
Grec°’ "LaV91]°"’ p- 11 - For example. Pl L, fug..1;;';*if L

For examp1e, those from Taranto. See Lav1osa§ no.&12 p] tXX;;SQ"
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41.

42.
43,
44,

45,

46
a7,

Guzzo (1982), p. 367 . ' . .
Unfortunately the descr1pt1on of th1s antef1x is based only on a
photograph in Guzzo (1982) p. 367 and’ thus no measurements are:

‘avaw]able.

\The "grotesque" nature of th1s "horr1d" type is actua]]y'more

reminiscent of Etrusco- ~Campanian product1on See Van Buren,

‘Figurative Terra-Cotta Revetments in Etruria and Latium, p] I -

and‘Koch pl. XXT, 2 ‘
Guzzo (1982), p. 365 f R P
0rland1n1, Att1 Taranto XI, 1971, pl. XXXVIII, i Aga1n this

‘description” is based on]y on photographs and no other’ deta1]s C
can be provided. < ‘

E. Greco and D. Theodorescu Posejdonia-Paegtum II, Rome,71983,
' p, ‘135, no 250 f1g 82 o . ‘

The "calm" type, Lav1osa p. 235 no 19, pl. 1 and 2

{E Greco and D. Theodorescu, Pose1don1a Paestum II p 135.
Perhaps !pe sl1ght trace of.a n1mBUS 1S Campan1an 1nfluence as

well.



II1. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

From the above research on the ava11ab]e ev1dence of gorgon
anteflxes 1n Lucan1a certa1n observat1ons can be made about the1r
d1str1but10n deve]opment, and usage

Firstﬂ gorgon antefixes or any other types offantefi;es, haVe'hot'-'

vbeen d1scovered at a]] s1tes Thds of course may be due to the fact

S that they have not yet been recovered and‘may come to 1lght w1th future

‘rexcavat1ons In Lucanwa tombs~have been the maJor obJects of excavatlon
and on]y recent]y has research of habltatlon areas occurred - Also many
:antef1xes that have already been d1scovered may not yet have been 'pub-
]1shed and are thus unava1]able for all to study These factors must
"of course be taken 1nto account in 11ght of any . conc]us1ons that may o
;be made S | '
,‘pISTRLQUTION o |
| The anteflres are 1oglca11y d1str1buted at s1tes along the maJor ~ 
',trade and commun1cat1on routes between Metaponto and Taranto on the |
. Ion1an coast and the Tyrrhen1an sea, 1n part1cu1ar Paestum, that ran e

| a]ong the Bradano and Basento r1ver va]]eys through the 1nter1or of

o Lucan1a (See flgUre 1) From the Bradano the Greek models moved up the _;‘.f{

y“‘Jcourse of the Ofanto rlver.v From here there 1s also ev1dence that the

'\*,ﬁ;j through Auscu\:m and Herdon1ae to Arpl. ik”“

v“'f:fGreek models spread beyond the Ofanto to northern Daunla 1n the V century;fﬁf:f

%




T
'15 the_earlier period (Viev'centuries) gorgon antefixes are found o

at on]y a few 51tes along these nxver routes (see f1dure Z}- but in the .

IV century there is a sllght 1ncrease in the number of s1tes that yleld“

anteflxes (see flgure 3), such as. Torretta di P1etragal]a and Banzx

| Thls may be a ref]ect1on of the 1ncreased prosper1ty of this century

and the move toward urban1zat1on

| p—
. o

Another 1nteresting feature of the d1str1but1on s the apparent
~: “lafk of gorgon antef1xes a]ong the Cavone r1ver va1ley, wh1ch 1s 1n
- the v1c1n1ty of Metaponto at s1tes such as P15t1cc1 and’ Garaguso
In add1t1on there 1s a dearth of examptes‘from s1tes that are nearer
‘ the coast and the Greek c1t1es The gorgone1a seem’ to be concentrated
'.more in the h1nterland of Lucanla.' One p0551b1e exp]anatlon may be‘a\
“:local taste in thrs part\of Lucania for th1s type of decorat1on that has
!tles to the Etrusco Campantan sphere wh1ch also has a r1ch trad1t1on
.\1n gorgon antef1xes, but with these. 51tes borrow1ng the models from
"‘_the more access1b]e Greek centers of the Ion1an coast | |
\L = | |

' DEVELOPMENT '

| In the ear]y archalc per1od thé\Lucan1an centers 1mported or

:;copled moulds for the gorgone1on anteftxes from the Greek centers The;ar
'hhiearly antefixes from Serra d1 Vagl1o, Lave]lo and Me1f1 show d1rect

| "llnke to Greek types, espec1a11y Metapont1ne, and some appear to have

':fbeen taken dlrectly from Greek mould ; These antef1xes belong to the ﬂ:&fﬁ'

thfper1od of culturagfunity 1n Lucan1a that r sulted from the f1rst contact |

:Qh~w1th thehGreek centers
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‘Infthe v century there 1s-an‘attempt by the local artisans at the,

f1rst reg1onal 1nterpretat1ons wh1ch resu]t 1n a "deformation“ of the )

'Greek models 3 that is seen 1n‘the local var]atlons from Serra di Vagllo

and Lavello Th1s may be the outcome of the "stas1s“ that occurs in-

y Lucan1a at thms time, reflected in the caesura of act1v1ty at some ' '’

s1tes & wh1ch would see a break with Greek contacts and a rel1ance ;“

by the artisans on local ideas.. . . . Sy

! . . v ' ' " . ! ' , v

0

.There 1s a reawaken1ng in Lucania around the mlddle of the IV

Century, a per1od that is character1zed by the constructlon of - fortl-

-

f1cat10ns of the Greek type as well as an. 1ncrease of cult places

;(Rossano di Vaql 0, Armento Fontana . Bona d1 Ruot1) 5 There is a

6
rise, 1n the creatlthv of the Lucan1an art1sans and an ass1m1lat1on

)

of Hellenic 1nfluences Z, The result is a second cultural “koine" in

wh1ch "lo Sp1r1t0 locale e permanentemente presente"

[

ThlS local sp1r1t 15 also reflected 1n anteflx product10n and in‘ WL'

fpart1cular for our study the gorgpne1on anteflxes "The' s1tes of Lucanla

: in the IV and 1nto the III centﬂ?ﬁes produce thelr own 1nterest1ng local

o f1nterpretat10ns of the Greek models w1th an 1dent1ty all the1r own that r"v~”;ff

‘a—, e ’,

"”?t,vappears to be the result of not only the “hellenlzatlon" of the area,'\

- but also a3 "melt1ng pot" of art1st1c 1nfluences from the Greek world

:’??currenés com1ng from the Ion1c coast v1a the Bradano Basénto,‘from

‘tLIDaun1a by the Ofanto valley, and the EtruSco Campan1an Sphere through

"Tthe Candela pass.;? For th1s reason exact sources cannot be found for

1appears to have been an\area of convergence for cultural and economlc :

‘vz Campanwa Apul1a and Lucan1a 1tself "Th1s part ofvnorthern Bas1l1cata

. ."H . ' L :\“" : S e .
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E | - aﬁ%"’_&

" the 1oca1 products of thlS period, but thEy must be seen as a- tomb1nat10n
, -

ofs forms. In the examp]c from Lavello an 1nterpretat1on of the "calm" |
(n
gorgon 1s comb1ned with its own un]que border of stylized snakes. A o

similar trend‘can be seen in the example from Banzi of an~un1que “horrid"

Al

BN . ) '
type, which'gey,have ties to Etrusco-Campanian production, that also

A

has its own déhorative border " The Paestan example sees a meldﬁﬁé of
both the "calm“ type from Taranto with elements of the "horrid" gorgon

as‘well as Campan1an 1nf1uences In this example the “sphendone or

‘t

+diadem of the fema]e head antefixes from Taranto is; placed on a gorgon
head.. The examp]e frOm Torretta di P1etragalla also has it own 1nter-

. pretation of‘&he "pathet1c" Hellenistic type produced by the undercutt1ng
\i

of the eyesy10 agaln with an original framing element, perhaps under
Campanian influence. R

‘ 0
These antefixes also reflect the tendency of the indigenous artisans

) "geometriie"fdr‘"make abstract" the plastic "humanized" represent-

ations of: the Greek models- "dall'organicita all'astrazione". 1 This

abstraction can"alsovbe seen in other architectural terra-cottas, cera-.

)12

mics’, bronze work and statuetteg”‘ . This process of "disintegration"

or "deformat1on" of ‘the estab]1shed‘forms,'hOWever,<should not neces-

sarﬁ]y be seen in'a negative‘iight and.artiStically “non priva di una

sua personalwta ed eff1cac1a" 13 These antefixes do, however, ref]ect,

"trends in Hellemstlcgrt in the inclination of the eyes, the volum-

o /
y tr1c d1spos1t10n of the head and the ba]ance of the forms. 14 , ,
tl . ) | : v . /_ A )‘/-\

- B
R

4

Although most of the antef1xes from Lucania show 1nf1uences‘ju§{////
?
r

'Hellenlst1c art be1ng 1n£erpretat1ons by the art1sans albeit in thei

"f, ‘h /7 ¢ o . _ ‘A : \ . .

.},
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own manner, either of the “caIm" or "pathetic“‘type sdme examples stIII
retain elements of the "“horrid" gorgon of archaic art. This is. partl—~
cularly reflected at Paestum and Banzi (and perhaps Oppido Lucano if

a later date is accepted). ’Ihe 1nhab1tants of Serra d1 vVaglio also

s / . .
appear not to have used the more humanized form of gorgoneion, bud
i B i Y '

preferred the "horrid" type into the'lqtef period. At Taranto and

other Greek centers of the mainland at this point in time this type is

; ’
. i 3

no longer produced.

There is, however, at Gela atreviVaI in the use offarchaic forms
in the recolonization of the city atltHe middle of the IV century B.C.
following the Carthaginian destruction of 405. During the age of

. A . .

Timolean and subsequent tyrants the material from Gela and the
sup(éindind area displays a.taste for the imifation of antique models -
in terra-cotta statuettes, 15 ceremics; 16 and also in gorgoﬁ antefixes.
From Gela comes a gorgoneien 17 that has been “archaized"; possibly
éven taken from a matrix of an original archaic antefIx of the Geloan
type of .the end of the‘VI, beginning of the V, with added details .
in the Hellenistic taste;-such as circumflex eyebrows It\eppeers
that the new coIon1sts recovered archaic anteflxes dur1ng the rebuilding
and reused them, 18
in Gela between tde IV and III cenguries B.C. and besides antefixes the

 motif was used for small terra-cotta discs that decorated “"cisterne e _'

pozzi". These discs'are.idenficgl to the antefixes, even in their -
19

-

An antefix from Heraclea Minop'of the second half of'the_
IV century 20 that is aIso archaized suggests that -this trend of a
return to archa1c models mlght be even more w1despread in Sjc1ly. 2l

shape.

+

These “archa1zed" gorgone1on models are very diffuse .
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It is possible that the example from Paestum may owe its “hbrnid“
tendencies to Sicilian influence. In this penjod there are many con-
nections between Paestum and Sicily in.ceramicvas weT] as other'terra-‘
cottas such asAstatuettes. 2? There is a]So increasing archaeological

evidence for a Sicilian connection with other sites.a]ond the western
coast such as Laos and Roccagloriosa. Didngsius of Syracuse (405-367 .
—B-C)is—believed to have had‘an‘understandjng with the Lucani as they
were moving'into Caiabria, even defeating the Italiote league in a |
battle near Caulonia in 389. B.C. There is also the possiblity of
a hypothesized later treaty;ot Agothocles of Syracuse (315—289 B.C.)
with Velia and Naples. 23~yIt may be that the Paestan examp]e has been
influenced by the_archaizing fron Sicily in combination with the Hellen-
istic trends coming out of Taranto §erra di Vaglio and Banzi possib]y"
:may have some connection to Paestum (as a]so might 0pp1do Lucano wh1ch |
is nearby) There is growing ev1dence that at th1s later period Lucanta.
" was gravitating more to the western coast than the Greek citfes of the

Ionican coast due to disturbances in that area. .2

The archa1c nature of these antef1xes from Lucanla may be due . to
a particular preference at these sites dependent on the att1tude of
the1n inhabitants. This tendency to archaize is also found in other
vtérra-cQttasifrom Lucania,”particularlyafrOm re]igious and funerary. :
contexts; The archaizing of.these types bf'objects ts pfobab]y‘due to
»their:ﬁeligious~nature, whichvéften‘tendS'towardAconseruatism; ‘The :
antefixes may-also be representedrin'an archaic manner:because of their
app11cat1on to rellg1ous bu1]d1ngs as the examp]e from. Banz1, but there'

1s ‘no ev1dence that the other examples were used for sacred bu11d1ngs and



there is actual]y a move towar ‘a more pr1vate des1gnat10n for these -

: decorathns (see below). Apart from a: strlct]y re11g1ous basis for

the archaic taste at this time, erhaps th1s tendency was -due to

a desire of the inhab1tants at these sites to express a "nat1ona11stic"‘
isolation from-the mainstream arti tic currents by embracing motifs from
the past in order to emphasize thein own ancient traditions. 25 Aside
-from the archaic tendencies, this individualization of,reoresentations
is expressed in all the antefixes from this period, an event that |

coincides with the increasing centralization and ‘systemization of

ﬁites in Lucania from the middle of the [V century until romanization.
USES - ' -

Unfortunately in most cases it iS'diffi\ult to assign these ante-
fixes to any exact 1ocat1on owing to e1ther the state of preservat1on ",
of the site 1tself or the nature of their retr1eva], somet1mes from
pr1vate collect1ons. By 1nference and compar1son however a system

can be worked out for their app11cat1on to buildings.

In tlmes past the discovery of antef1xes and other archltectural

.terra cottas wou]d 1mmed1ate]y result in. their ass1gnment to a- temple, .
whether the actual structure was detected or.not.  This 1dea has now.
' been tempered—to the use of antefixes for other bu11d1ngs, although they

 are. usually sacred in nature In the Greek centers antef1xes were:

commonly used to adorn the ‘minor- bu11d1ngs of the sanctuary zone, most - y .

probab]y sma]l "na1sko1". In Lucan1a th1s use seems to be s1m11ar.

 Those from Lavel]o are sald”to have decorated smal] sacredfbulldmngs,¥"



-

) ' some probably at the sanCtuary of San Fe]ice 26 a]though'the‘nature

of . the1r recovery makes it 1mp0551b]e to state thlS prec1se1y The Irsina

. examp1e decorated a sacred bu1]d1ng of the Greek type, as d1d possibly

“some of the anteflxes from Serra di Vag]1o. At Ban21 the antefix a]so

* comes’ from a sanctuary locat1on, Fontana dei Monaci. A smal] “sace]]o"“'

decorated with si]en and gorgon-antefixes was discovered at Armento, but
the examples are as yet unpublished. 27 - - N |

¢

There dis a]so ev1dence for an alternate -use for antef1x decoration -

-

on pr1vate and public bu1]d1ngs in other areas of Italy that .is also

‘reflected 1n Lucania. At Taranto 1t has already been suggested‘that
28 '

b

~antefixes may have been used for pr1vate archltecture. At H1mera o

‘ antef1xes have been d1scovered in the excavat1ons of the residential
area, and at Morgantina houses may also'have'been decorated by
antefixes' 29‘ ‘At Aquarossa a stoa- l1ke set of Jrooms thdt seems. to ﬂe
a civic centre was decorated ‘with antef1xes that 11ned the f]anks of
the eaves of the port1co . S R o
Some SItes 1n Lucanla a]so reveal that anteflxes were used for -
vbu1ld1ngs that were other than: funerary or sacred in nature. At Serra

di Vag]1o antef1xes adorned the bu1ld1ngs that l1ned ‘the axes of streets_

‘of the hab1tat1on area. of the archa1c phase. In the v century in part1-

‘cular there is ev1dence that the. rectangular bu1]d1ng A was decorated.

'w1th gorgonewon antef1xes. The exact use of th1s'bu11d1ng has not yet :

45"

" been determ1ned but perhaps 1t cou]d have had a publlc use, such as the:,u,5‘

structures of Ac}uarossa.,31 ‘No- anteflxes from~$erra d1 Vagllo have been7

‘ tprec1sely des1gnated to the IV century bu11d1ngs but perhaps a structure ,{f‘»f

-



‘such as a per1sty1e around the “baso]ato" was adorned w1th anteflxes .

0pp1do Lucano as we]] has yielded anteflxes from what appears to. be a

hab1tat1on locat1on These antef1x§3 were found in a cistern area 32

S0 they may héve been ‘used for the decorat1on of a. domest1c structure.

a

Unfortunately the other antefikes can be assigned‘with even ]ess

certa1nty to def1n1te buildingsy, but is can be assumed that they were

o used for both publ1c and sacred bu1ld1ngs One 1mportant po1nt to note

about the IV and III centur1es in Magna Graec1a ‘and. S1c11y, and’ probably

also in Lucania, is the 1ncreased use of antef1xes in publlc (port1cos)

and private bu11d1ngs (houses) . 33
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- IV. THE GORGONEION FROM ROCCAGLORIOSA
BN
Durlng the recent excavat1ons of the s1te of Roccag]or1osa in the :

summer of 1985 a fragment of a terra ~cotta gorgone1on was recovered

ThlS gorgone1on may now be added to our d1scuss1on of the character1st1cs

iy

is decorat1ve mot1f of Lucania. . ,«"

DESCRIPTION OF SITE
Roccaglor1osa is located in western Lucanla twenty flve kllometers

' :south-east of Ve]la in:'the. 1ower C1lento reg1on on the 11mestone r1d§$

he M1ngardo and Bussento r1ver va]]eys It was protected

b

"to the southeast by a natura] drop of the crest of the r1dge of over

:“tha‘ d1v1des »

'}3e1g ty meters,‘and on the west by a ma551ve fort1f1cat1on wal] bu1lt
the m1dd]e of the IV century B. C to create a fort1f1ed areach

szith{n' Th1s wall has been def1ned for more than 1200 meters and has

‘.)

‘isevera] gates. As1de from hab1tat1on areas WL%bln the wa]] traces of
5 'scattered hab1tat10ns have a]so been found on the sma]l p]ateaus s]oplngfi‘

'f_ﬁto the east toward the Mlngardo r1ver 1 The s1te was occup1ed ma1n1y

QF:“1n the IV III centurles B c ; although an. Iron age hab1tat1on of uncert‘f‘f:,,T

fmffain slze has been d1scovered on the northwest COrner (Carnlneto) Qﬁ-the ‘1Q;"l

2 s well as some early materxa] such as 1nd1genous

'.deefens1ve area

I

ﬂ:<~of the}'ourtyard of the‘central plateau area (See f1gure 4)

- 'tacular findsi

'tatIOn area wh1ch concerns us here. has been under extens1ve

"iﬁparnted pottery 3 and post ho]es frqm an- Iron Age hut to the northwest ;ff}ff}'”

Roccag1;r1osa has:been under excavat1on from 1977 w1th some spec-,"yﬁi';w

:hrom,the tombs of the La Scala cemetery area The hab1-;-’“"'“




s

excavat1ons from 1982 and is centered on the area on the top of the u‘
‘1~ r1dge to the east of the so ca]]ed eentral gate, surrounded by the ashlar
:wall. o L ,'f _ '-:i"l h 'd p ‘ ;.“ S - ]‘t o

—_ I . ' : m"" . )
The central plateau is noted by the d1scovery of structurES‘dated—
to ‘the 1V century of a maJor "ar1stocratic" res1dence 4 centered on a-

large courtyard of “basolato ' (See f1gure 5) ' To the north of thlS

pavement there appears to have been an 1ndustr1a] area separated from
the central area by a t1le wa]l that 1s 1dent1f1ed by the presence of
dra1nage canals, a p0551b1e sett11ng tank for c]ay, and a wel]-pre—

- served kiln with a poss1b1e waster dump In the area east«of the paved
court a ]arge wa]l,of cut stones was dlscoveted wal% B whlch acted

.9 as a back wa]] for an L shaped port1co around the courtyard and the
structure of whlch (1ts s1ze and careful construct1on Jn a manner to

' counteract the s]oplng ground) supports the 1dea that 1t carrled the

| east Slde of a p1tched roof whose west 51de was supported by wooden ‘p'i
posts set 1n the b]ocks of the paved court 6 Th]S portlco surrounded;f oy
the central courtyard.on at 1east two 51des ’or1g1na1]y three.p?fﬁAai;jlfffn'
SGF]ES of rooms ex1st to the south of th1s centra} structure that ap-;qtafijg

| pear to be used for hab1tat1on but the exact funct10ns of wh1ch have;ifdﬁd"

;f}' not yet been conf1rmed These rooms were orlglnally bel1eved to haveﬁ-iy*

belonged to the comp]ex w1th the centra] courtyard but more recent'
excavat1ons have shown that there 15 a passage way between rooms 1 2{{}
and 3 4 that d1v1des the ex1st1ng structures 1nto two separate com-i?f.
« p]exes., An 1nterest1ng feature of the paved coutryard is the dlscovery':
of a vot1ve structure and dep051t "F 11“ that underllnes the importance

of thlS area and 1tssFtransformat1on 1ntova publIc center“ at th1s




5.1-'”
"‘per1od 8 Th1s "shr1ne“ was located on the northeast corner of the paved,‘
area and IS a square structure covered by a gab1ed roof of pan and cover—‘jf
“:ft11es Hlth an open1ng pn the west side that was found closed by a 1arge
‘»‘tegula.‘gr The courtyard wlth 1ts shr1ne probab]y had a re]]g1ous focus,
g and apart from rellg1ous functlons thlS area probab]y served as an adm1n;

1strat1ve and pol1t1ca] center 10

) The monumental1zat1on of th1s area of the s1te w1th the paved court
f‘and port1co takes place in the 1ate Iv century B C ‘an event that con-
forms to the deve]opment 1n other 1nland areas of centra] south Ita]y 1n
.‘both prlvate and put]lc bu1]d1ngs %1' Th]S type of structure also has a
"kpara]lel at the s1te of Roccag]orlosa in the DB area out51de the wa]]s ‘f
‘twh1ch has a paved area bordered hy a l1ne of ashlar masonry that has only ‘t d‘
‘. j'been sl1ght1y exp]ored'and 1s also dated to the second ha]f of the IV

'“w.century An a@éa excavated 1n 1977 on the southeastern p]ateau has the

"foundatlon of ‘a large rectangu]ar bu1]d1ng dated tb the flrSt ha]f of the |

‘f'd IV w1th a paved court added in the secono ha]f of tf

”.'fcame the central f0cus of the complex.g,l2 (See fIgure 4) "“ djfrV',‘{ﬁf:‘ p

" 'STYLESTIC CONSIDERATIONS AND DATING .~ .~ = .= "

Slnce the monumenta]1zat10n of the centrcl courtyard denoted by the L;h}_*

°;>;presence of “10uter1a" as well as the vot1ve structure is. be]1eved to havejgﬁf

“;fEtaken place at the endyoﬁ the IV century B C then 1og1ca1]y a terra- '
'“-“}cotta gorgone1on found 1n th1s area m1ght also be con51dered as part of
;‘Hd:thls monumenta11zat10n, and could therefore date at 1east to the end of

V';fthe IV century B C., as\1ts use at an earl1er date would be an anomo]y 13”ﬂﬁff
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LThTS presence of an antef1x at the s1te of Roccag]or1osa paral]e]s the

.ncrease 1n the occurrence of antef1xes at other Lucan1an s1tes at th1s¥[f'
t1me.
The styT1st1c cons1derat10ns of the p1ece also f1t into th1s t1me ‘

frame in T1ght of the other examples from Lucan1a that have been dis-

- cussed‘above Ope of ‘the f1rst d1ff1cult1es w1th the plece s ‘that only"'

a smaTT port1on 1s preserved The ent1re top wh1ch woqu glve an 1dea

‘ rcf the type of ha1r eyes etc 1s m1ss1ng, and thus ]1m1ts our d1scus-l

"sion. The’ surv1v1ng fragment however wh1ch cTearTy shows a gn1mac1ng'

,\‘.

antef1xes have been ass1gned to th1s per1od ThTS type of gorgone1a

mouth, the sllght trace of an upper row of teeth, and a pendent tongue, :
does g1ve ‘some dete1]s to be studied.

‘.

- These rema1ng deta1Ts do- show that th1s gorgon represented a

-

"horr1d" type Th1s p1ece, if 1t does come from the end of the IV cen-e :

tury, 1s unusuaT 1n that 1t does not represent the Sty]TStTC trends in .

the 1nf1uent1a] Greek center of Taranto, ‘as weTT as rn some areas of

Lucan1a As has been noted above in. th1s perlod at these 51tes—the

'"horr1d" type of gorgone1on has been rep]aced by the "caTm“ and HeTTen-‘v7

1st1c type The TocaT 1nterpretat1ons of these types, such aslthe ex— Tfj
amp]es from LavelTo and Torreta d1 P1etragaTTa, reflect an attempt to i,i:f

portray a more humanlzed form of the gorgonelon

Tﬁe “horr1d" type of gorgone1on 1s represented however at some u~"ﬁ
s1tes of Lucac1a at thls perlod Serra d1 Vagl1o apparently contlnues

to produc”‘the "hprrld" type 1nto the IV century although no def1nite

I ;
B I Lo . o '*.
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is found also at Ban21 w1th1n the IV century and perhaps 0pp1do Lucano 1f1

..

a Tater date ‘is accepted fon thJS‘p1ece as well as 'a comb1nat10n of

' 1ncluded ln the Lucana1n sphere It is w1th these sates that the Roccagg‘-

‘ 10r1osa gorgone1on has ltS c]osest styl1st1c paral]eTs, althOugh none are‘

-

i

very exact

Unfortunately 51nce no antef1xes have been pos1t1vely ass1gned to

' ~

'

of the examp]es and the descr1pt10ns are T1m1ted these examples can not

be d1rect1y compared ATT that can be sa1d is that the s1te 11ke Roc— ;.

:cagTor1osa, seems to prefer the archalc form of gorgoneion even 1nto the

?'Tater per1od

The Paestan gorgon has an upper row of teeth and a pendent tongue '

13as does the Roccaq]orlosa example but chu_‘tne tusks wh1ch m1ght be: a
"flocal var1at1on The Roccaglorlosa gorgon aTso has a rounder face than
‘f;ithe Paestan exampTe wh1ch more close]y represents a human face, prob-,
‘:dably under Tarantlne lnfTuence., Unfortunately the nose of the Paestan
Tafgorgon has been broken and the RoccagTorlosa gorgon TS m1551ng the ent1re

‘j;‘upper port1on so these eTements can not be compared

The gorgone1on from Ban21 1s a. true "horr1d" type w1th a. gr1mac1ng o

j"calm/horr+d" type from PAestum in Campan1a>that from 410 B C. can now%bef,

-thTS per10d at Serra di. Vango and photographs aré not avallable for many |

*i?mouth and tusks aTmond-shaped eyes, and heavy eyeT1ds The Roccag]or- ;3‘."‘
thOSa gorgon does not seem to have the qu1te so'"grotesque"-features of e
f;{the Banz1 example, but a more softened form The border of the antef1x* SR

;‘}from Banz1 does have some comparlsonS'WIth the'RoccagTor1esa example 1n]-ﬂ.
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g “w. !

1ts c1rcu1ar shape w1th s]1ght edges, but 1t ls much more elaborate ,'It
/0 L

5 appears that in th]S perlod as wwtnessed at Banz1 as well as Lawello and 1
Torretta di Pletraga]]a the 1oca1 art1sans developed the1r pwn framlng

—

"’”des1gn accord1ng to 10cal tas te’

: Also in S1c11y and in part1cu1araat Gela the archa]c gorgon form ap; §
pears at thls ]ate date Perhaps the Roccaglor1osa gorgon was wnf]uenced’?L‘
1n th1s trend through Paestum whose ‘art1st1c connectlons to the s1te are
only now be1ng understood There is, 1ncreas1ng archae]og1cal ev1dence of
S1c111an t1es along the western coast w1th the 51tes of Laos and Roccag- ,j
]or1osa 14_ The votive terra- cotta from the shrine and pottery—from the

tombs at the site’ revea] S1c111an connect1ons 15

The archalc nature of the. qorgone1on from Roccaglor1osa may also be

: exp1a1ned as' a persona] cho1ce on the part of the ar1stocrct1c famtJy

M

- whose “res1dence" 1t adorned to return to o]der forms 1n order to estab-’.”“

115h or. reemphaSIZe the1r own trad1t1on ‘16‘ Th1s conservatwsm can a]so

be seen 1n some of the tombs, both 1n the manner and style of bur1a1

’

The protome/plnax”heads from tomb 15 in part1cu1ar are trad1t1ona] and e

conservatlve in the1r sty]e and form and seem to represent the tradl-ﬂ?”“

t17

t1ons of an older estab]ished e11te Perhaps th1s conservat1sm 1n

tombs 1s also refdected 1n the hab1tatlon '

b

+

‘V‘ The fact that no exact parallels—can be found for the Roccag]or1osa;gyﬁﬂf
gorgone1on but only vague sty11st1c connect1ons and 1ts unusual border
can best be exp]a1ned 1n 11ght of the other examples from Lucan1a As 5

was d1scussed 1n the prev1ous chapter 1n the VI an V centur1es it was »:T‘Liwﬁ
g 4 “‘-U‘":'I“ ‘ ‘ ' - ) \':";_"‘. “"i.“” o
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. . S N
posstble to state that antefixes were imported or closely copied from
Greek originals:m_ﬂy the IV century and into the III the 10651 artisans

had dere]oped their‘own interpretations of these types and no exact

—-«par&lie%s~from.the Greek .centers or otper Lucanian sites can be ident- .?*

ified for these{representations. 18 This phenomenon has possib]yrbest

* +--been explained by Giovanna Greco, who states that at this time period

s elaboraﬁo qu1nd1 prodott1 che non possono essere etichettati sem-

™

p11c1st1camente, e che denotano invece una ricchezza di istanze e di

creativita" 19.

The Roccagloriosa gorgon-also fits this modeT in that
it'Ts a representation of.a gorgoneion . made accord%ng to the local ar-
tists ﬁdeas and 1nteroretation of various Tnf]ﬁences; This strong lo-
cal artistic tradition is also seehvin some‘of the statdettes from the
vot1ve depos1t, in the terra-cotta heads and Jewelry found in the tombs
20

and 1n the small terra-cotta discs found in the sett]ement
1 9 e

USE

\
- ©

| . The gorgoneiop was unfortﬂnately found'out of context, built into .
. the long wall extendlng to the south that was probab]y part of the later.
rebu]]d1ng The gorgone1on ‘thus appears to be part of an earlier
structure. It poss1bly could have been an anteflx that was used to
decorate the port1co around the central courtyard The portlco is be-
lleved-to have,had a lean-to}roof, and was probably built of wood which
would necesgitate the use d% tiles, both’ pan and‘cover.-in the usuaT
manner, and therefore, if this area was. to be the,focus of the complex
the roof would be decorated with antf1xes in order to add a certain =

[ <

sense of monumenta]xty and grandeur. The appT1cat1on of anteflxes

4
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around the portico of the courtyard would conform to the increased use of
this. type of decoration on public and private buildings in’the 1V, be -
ginningjof the 111 centuries B.C. that is noted.in other arees of Magna
Graecia and‘Sicily..21; In Lucania the site of Serra di Vaglio appears to
have had suehta use for antefixes in the habitation area in the early
period of the VI-V centuries and the presence'of‘the‘“hasolato" in the

IV appears ta be similar to the construction at R0ccagforiosa, but no
definite use of antefixes for this area has been documented. If this is
indeed the case at Roccagloriosa it is important for the uhderstanding

‘of the architecture as well aé for the use of antefixes among the Lucan-

ians in this period.

One of the problems with the use of gorgoheiohs as an antefix is

that only one has been found. A]though one should not argue from nega-
tive evidence, it does eeem unusual that"ho‘others have come to light in
the rather extensite excavations in the area. Sites such as Serra di
Vaglio have yielded forty fragments of antef1xes If the-portico Sur-

rounded the courtyard on three 51des then it would stretch 20 meters and

‘,would call for qu1te a'lerge number Qf antefixes. 22 Another problem is

. . ‘ , RN
the size of the gorgoneion. The surviving fragment has finished\ edges

along two sides and it is possible therefore to project a diameter

'~ around 17 cm., which is rather small. Measurements of cover-tiles at the-

site have a diameter of 16-16.5 cm. Ant1f1xes should ideally project-

- ——

some d1stance beyond the cover-tile in order to obtaln a better f1t

Perhaps this "antefix" had an alternate use than as a decoration for the

cover-tiles. 23,



Gorgoneia wre also used as frontal decoration throughout the Med-
1terranean be1ng 1deal]y su1ted for use a plaques to decorate the ped\
iments of buildings or as acroteria, because the1r circular shape was
.. the easiest to tit within the triangle of the pediment and the motif was
easy ‘to render as it was already established in art. 24 Early examples
. of gorgons placed in the pediment are found at the Northwest Greek sttes
of Kalydon, Thermon, and Korkyra at around 570 B.C. 25 Also in Southern

Italy and Sicily in the VI century there was a strong tradition of using

gorgoneion plaques a pedimental'decoration with examples from Selinus, Sy-

racuse,' Gela, Akragas, Camarina,‘Himera, Metaponto, and Hinponion, 26
as well as a representation.of a gorganeion, here placed on the apex of
the pediment, on a pinax from Locriv 21 and a "naiskos" model from Sabu-
c1na which has a gorgon in the pedlment 28 ~Gorgons were also used as

acoter1a in Sicily. 29 Also within the VI century in Campania gorgoneia

were used in the pediment, €ither painted or in low relief on a terra-

cotta p]aque.30 This type of decoration was also used in Etruria from

31

.an early period. At about 480 B.C., however, the use of gorgon

. laques for temple decoration died out at the Greek centers in favour of
carved pediments :32‘ A similar occurrence took place in Etrurla with. the

,.1ncreased use of pedlmental sculpture 33

Yet there is ev1dence that thlS type of decorat1on continued to be
_used both in Etruria and Southern [taly in the later per1ods, if not for

temple archwtecture on small shrines and other bu11d1ngs 34 Vot1ve

\

'_ models from Capua of the IV century and at Teano as late as the second

half of the IT century depict faces and c1rc1es in the ped1ment 3 . f

[

’
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From Fratte de Sa]erno comes a terra- cueta "cllpeus" with the head of
Ache]ous of C. 450 and a circular plaque of Heracles and the Nemean\
Lion of the IV century 37 that were used a§ cevers of the "columen",
There are also examples from Capua of a gorgon for frontal decoration
of a later period and a female head of the Hel]en1 tic age. 38 One of

the stongest ev1dences for the continued use of th1s type oj decoration

are the numerous representat1ons of "na1sko1" on. southern I allan vase

pa1nt1ngs which contain mask-1ike faces of gorgons. in their pedlments.39

On account of its single provenance and unusual size, perhaps'thia
gorgoneien from Roccagorosia was used for fronta] decoration {h a ped-
iment or as an acroterium of, the ‘ y fo‘the central courtyard.
Thefe is evidence for two doorfays h the east side of the portico,.
buf their thresholds are much louer than the fbaso]ato"'and are probably
from an eariier phase. The main entrance ef the monumentaldzed phase’
wa§ prebablyfoh‘thehnow-destroyed norfhwest sfde‘whichAaligns with the
orientation of the "shrine" F 11, for which sucu a decoration would_be'
suited. It.is important to note that palmette antefixes have also been
found near the?"baso]afo"fand may have suppiemented the gorgon as.dec4,
- orationjaraund the-poetjco, but these ahtefixes'are a]su‘uhusual in their
.%orm,bae Ieast as can be defected from a drawihg,'as'first hand examin;'

ation was not poss1ble Thesepa]mettes appear to curve lnward‘!whlch does
not paral]el other palmette antef1xes from Taranto or Lucanlan Sites |

.- 40

such as. Serra di Vagl1o which are complete]y flat The unusua] curve

of these palmettes also p01nts to acroter1a more than antefixes and they

may have,been»used for's1m1lar decorat1ons. Although there is no direct
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evidence for this type of decoration at other sites in Lucania, there:
does appear to be a decrease in the number of antefixes from theé sites o
in’the‘later period ,??- Perhaps a similar pract1ce was occurrlng at

other sites, and as this type of decorat1on was used 1n ne1ghbor1ng

‘areas, such - as Campanla into the IV and III centur1es and was to become

popular among the Romans’, the p0551b1l1ty of 1ts use in Lucan1a is

warranted. Eb/ﬂﬁ | j 0 | - : -

LOCAL PRODUCTION | : S
\‘ ’ .
From the study of other terra-cottas at the s1te and the 1nd1v1dual
nature of the gorgoneion, it is probable that Roccaglor1osa 1ndeed pro- . °
duced its gun_tenna-cottas The mechanlcal process 1n terra cotta pro-

duction is relatively simple and onily requ1res the presence of craftsmen‘

and notartlsans,‘42 although Roccaglor1osa s 1ncreas1ng 1mportance as a

'

_ 51te, ‘reflected in the rlch f1nds of Jewelry, f1ne pottery and the im-

-site, and 1f this trade was, practlsed terra-cotta f1r1ng would also be

press1ve settlement itself, could attest to the presence of at least .
travell1ng art1sans The presence of the kiln that contained the pottery '

dump to the north denotes that ceram1c ware was be1ng produCed at the

poss1ble A poss1ble s1te for this terra cotta product1on could be the

DB area on the plateau out51de the wall where some k1nd of 1ndustr1al

'act1v1ty was d1scovered Th1s area has y1elded d1sturbed klln rema1ns-'

J .

' and a mould for the product1on of a l1fe 51ze terra cotta head w1th a

zji‘“polos“.. 2

'near the north gate 1n the d1scovery of bronze slag

43 Ev1dence of manufactur1ng act1v1ty has also been found

- These fgnds~-.



po1nt to the presence of art1san workshops that were, dependent on the
ellte households or on the major settlement area. 45
‘The unusua] shape of the gorgone1on ‘for wh1ch novcomparanda has
‘been found, is also present in the manufacture of . other un1que ‘terra-
cotta ObJectS from the site WhICh also 1nd1cate iocal product1on No
comparanda for the protbme/p1nax heads in relief from tomb 15 that have
‘an unusual feature in the downward slant of thexlower edges to a central
peak 46 a design that echos'the edges of the gorgoneion ha&e been found.
This shape may be a ]oca] adaptat1on of the s1te Small co1n shaped |

’

terra cotta meda111ons have a]so been found on the 51te wh1ch also do
‘not have any parallels, -and po1nt to the of1g1nal1ty of productlon 4Z—l
There is also 1acE of comparanda for some of the terra cottas from the

,vot1ve shrlne and the ‘tombs,” and the Jewelry 48

The clay of the gorgone1qn a]so corresponds to other terra- cotta
mater1a] from the site. It is exactly like the c]ay from the llttle

votive- pots and some of the statuettes
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THE ‘GORGONEION FROM ROCFAGLORIOSA

1. M. Gualtieri, "Roccagloriosa, Excavations of the site of a Greek
~ Colony in Sduthern Italy", xgedition 22-23, 1197981, p. 36
2. Gualt1er1, “Excavations at Roccaglor1osa, 1982 83", EMC, 28, 1984,

- p. 190 : e ‘ : o
o ‘ S
. 3. Informat1on from H Fracch1a .

4. "Gualtierl, "Fort1f1cat1on and Settlemenggbrgan1zat1on An Example
from Pre-Roman Italy", forthcom1ng artlcle in World Archaeology, -

19 no. 1 Urban1zat1on p 36

| 5.' Information on the s1te from personal observa ion and from Gualt1er1,
‘ EMC 28, 1984, and EMC 29, 1985 . Y

6. Gualt1er1. Emc,_zg,_lgss,,p 261
7. Ibid. 4 p 258 |
. 8 Ibld., p 266 : ‘

aié Gualtlerl, EMC 28, 1984, p- 194

‘ 10 Gualt1er1, WOrld ArchaeolOQY. 19 p 37 -
11, Gualt1er1, EMC 29 1985 p. 253 \“
120 Ibid.. p.26 . IR

’ 3 These statements of course are made in l1ght of ev1dence from the :
‘ present excavat1ons and future f1nd1ngs may alter these 1nterpretat10ns,‘

f‘f 14,‘ Informat1on from H Fracchia ‘An 1nterest1ng note about the Rocca-‘,"

glorlosa gorgone1on is that its rather squat: and flat nose is similar
" to .those on the examples from Gela and Heraclea Minoa and not like -
the archa1c Tarant1ne gorgons wh1ch have rather long, stra1ght noses

Informaflon from H Fracch1a ,7%f'lj‘if ;f»f.hi_fuif-{"‘“v‘:Lf"

:'1516. iP Guzzo 1n "Lucan1ans, Brettlans and Itallote Greeks 1n the Fourth ’

la-neuve, 1982, P 244 states that the rulqng class: employed what.
it received:and ‘adopted from the Greeks_as ‘a sign of, dominance’ and

‘¢class. differentlat1on, and. that' these’ products served the functlon
of. expressingiprest1ge among;the el1te, p 227 : ;

Hendy Elliot i The'Terra-Cotta Plaques from Tombs 15 and 25 at
Roceagloriosa M%A*“Thesls Un1vers1ty of Alberta, P 66




18.

-9,
20
‘21.

Note for example the above. mentloned Paestan gorgone1on for thCh
its: excavators have been stretched to’ f1nd any comparanda

'bGreco, "Lavello", p- 145

Informat1on from H. Fracchla

’Strazzu]a “Le produ21on1 dal IV a] I' sec. a. C , (Le Terracotte

‘v‘Archltettoniche)"; p- 189

22

- 23.

At least two or three per meter taklng 1nto account an antef1x width .
‘between each antefix. - ‘ _

y :
‘The back of the piece is a]so comp]ete]y flat and from the rema1n1ng

portion shows no evidence for a cover-tile or the groove for one.

Usually the cover- t1]e would extend .to a point at least in 1ine with
,or below -the..nose.. .The reverse of the: antef1x a]so curves up to

- meet the tile, as they were usually moulded and fired together,

Some of . the curvature of the connéction to the cover-tile should stlll
be present ‘on our piece. (See Koch for the" reverse of antefixes. This

. has also been noted from personal examlnatlgn of antefixes at the °

Taranto Museum.) This" point of connection, however,’ 'would be’ the

A nweakest part and thus prone to—breakage but some ev1dence of curva- ;
. ture should still be seefi. ' S S

24,
ﬁQ

%L

2.

Cm
\b&@;

s

/ fAdamesteanu, “Copp1 con testate d1p1nte da Gela",,ArchCl 5;;1953;:
. :..p. 8 v e :- . T Lo _"
,\Swsmmwh wa m59p1Lwn5MpI@;mgﬁHLf
ol gTeano, p. 54 pls LIV LI S e

P, Montuqro, e or1glne de]]a decoraz1one frontonale" MemLihc,]sé};g"
' -6, 1, 1925, p. 294 ‘ ‘ o

;o

B Ridgway, The Archa1c Style 1n Greek Scu]pture Prlnceton 1977;" ,““
P 214 : , . R

—— . N . . R

See Montuoro MemL1nc, ser 6, 1, 1925 pa551m

“Helmut Pruckner D1e Lokrlschen Tonrelmefs Ma1nz, 1968 p 18 pl lf "

,"P 0r1and1n1, “Sabucina", ArchCl 15 1963 p 86 p]s XXVII and
‘AXXVIII T N B

‘”; ;f Montuoro MemL1nc, ser 6 1 1925 p. 292 Hf“‘rl -‘Q.,,{r”ifﬁffp"' i
“wmm p73 "' h el R
fJen1fer Ne1ls RomM1tt 83 1976 p. 21

Rmdgway, The APChaIC Style in Greek Scu]pture p 213 ';

Andren p cx111 7rQ333'“”
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37
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39,

40.

a1,

‘P,Cfﬁsestiefl NSc, 6, 1952 pp 90 91

fénzzd,(1982);‘ 198 1llustrat1on pp.’ 200 201

- Koch, P- 73

dThere are some examples from Hans Lohmann Grabmaler auf Unterita- f
lischen Vasen, Berl1n, 1979 p]s 38 and 39. - These date to 340-

3 B.T. ( |
_'See Lav1osa p. 248 nos. 1#4, pl. LXXVIII andvGreco:‘"Sefra di -
’T'Vaglvo"; figs. 18 and 19 ' “ ' o o

'Sites such as Ban21 and Torretta d1 Pletragalla appear to have on]y

yielded a few examples, but. this can not be stated prec1se1y as these

o antef1xes have not yet been pub]]Shed 1n deta11

| M Be]l Mqrgant1na Stud1es, vol. I, Jhe Terracottas, Pnineeten,'1981;'\

42
o .pp. 34 B |
43, Gualtieri, EMC 28 1984 p. 19 . |
~h‘44:f.6ualt1er1 World Archaeology, 19 p. 37 '
“qu; Ibid. [~'<,*1'}\’ N ..*‘:. -
.'46.d'wendy E]lxott M A.. Thes1s p 50 }
| ; 47. ;These are current]y under study by H Fracch1ai -
‘ :§'48;h Informat1on from H Fracchlavu |




“3,;monumenta1 sphere In the V century Taranto ga1ns ascendency 1n the :

© V. SUMMARY AND FINAL COMMENTS .

Greek 1nfTuences had been penetratlng Lucan1a from an ear]y perlod
.-through the river va]leys These 1nfTuences are ref]ected 1n the pot-

tery, metal work and terra cotta mater1a] found at 1nter1or sttes Our‘f
study of gorgone1on anteflxes a]so refTects thlS per1od of contact be-

tween the Greek centers of the Ion1c coast and the s1tes of the Lucan1an

d h1nter1and At the end of the IV century these 1nd1genous centers began

.‘to decorate the1r bu11d1ngs, usuaTTy those of a, sacred nature,‘1n a pure-

tTy Greek manner: Ear]y antef1xes from Serra di Vag]lo, LaveTTo Ir51na,
~'and Me]f1 have cTose ties to Mbtapont1ne product1on ‘ Metaponto appears |

to have been the major exporter of antef1xes at th1s tlme and there 1sﬂ

,a great dequTOn of 1ts c1rcular gorgone1a bordered by snakes In. the“* h
‘_V century ]oca] productlon of these antef1xes beg1ns, but the forms areTT:f"
‘st111 cToseTy t1ed to the or191na1 Greek models The conservat1ve na-

‘ture of these earTy anteflxes is probab]y due to thelr use: 1n a sacro—f ‘{llf

.....

'rarea and now most of the antef1x product1on 1n the hlnterTand TS basedu

"fis;on Tarant1ne 1nsp1rat1on espec1a]1y 1n the deve]opment of the "calm"

3 fj.gorgone1on ‘ The IV century, however, sees a change 1n thTS close con-“kf""'

"t{lnnumber of s1tes that y1er antef1xes as wel] asa poss1ble mod1f1ca-- e

’ g;nect1on to Greek models thh a m1x1ng of 1nfluences an 1ncrease in thef

tift1on in’ the use of these antef1xes _ These tran51t10ns fan perhaps be

W‘Q;exp1a1ned by ﬁ'§tor1ca1':evelopments
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In the IV century there was . an expan51on of the Oscan speak1ng pop—'

“-_ulat1ons who now controlled the area of Lucan1a that began tq threaten

the Greek centers Expand1ng to. the west these peoples captured Paestuml,“

“in c. 410 B. C and 1n 390 an alllance of Ital1ote c1t1es that was formed

Y

in response to th1s threat was defeated by the Lucan1ans at the river .

'TV' Laos. The Lucan1ans then §ucceeded in overtak1ng most- of southwest

¢

o Italy, 1nclud1ng modern Calabr1a. 1 The 1nstab1]1ty and d1sturbances ofi

thlS area are paralleled throughout Southern Italy with the expans1on of .

rSamn1tes/Sabell1ans 1nto Campanla and Apulia by 400 B.C. In the IV cen—‘ '

‘ry, therefore Lucan1a and most of Southern Italy was ln a state of

vaand movement The various 1nsp1rat1ons for the gorgonelon ante—

.;f1xes of the h1nterland can poss1bly be: explalned by ‘increased. Lucan1an

v

| ‘?@5ntacts with. othe areas w1th 1nfluences from Campan1a moving down "

‘from the north.2 and up‘from Slc1ly‘and the south, S R - "J‘ ',;;'

The archaelog1cal record shows an 1ncrease in the number of fort1-}»v

Af1ed 51tes 1n parts of . Samn1um, Lucan1a and Bruttium also 1n th1s per1od 3

lySome of these fort1f1cat1ons probably only had a deféns1Ve nature and

4

: ‘were used only asna refuge area.,. There 1s 1ncreas1ng ev1dence however, , _[ﬁ

.\'3 that the fort1f1ed settlements also denote a "mater1al expre551on of 1m--‘ afn;f

,-‘

'*‘y'pOttant economwc soc1al, and perhaps pol1t1cal transformat1ons"‘5“of77

) f251tes in the 1nter1or that sees a move toward "urban1zataon *

' wnof




_the paTmettes further confirms the focus of th1s area

e T

\

space marked by the bu1ld1ng of fort1f1cation walls, the placement of the

,‘necrop011 outsfde the wa]ls 8 and the centrallzat1on of the area w1th1n '

B

'the wal]s by the emphas1s on certaln more substant1a] bu11d1ngs 9 wh1ch

$

‘ seem, to'seﬁvé as a focal po1nt poss1b1y for: pub]1c funct1ons Unfor-
ltunate]y many of the habltat1on areas of these fort1f1ed s1tes have not ‘" '9'

"been excavated and know]edge of théir structures 1s T1m1ted For ex—‘-

ample at Torretta di P1etragalla no structures have yet been 1dent1f1ed

to. correspond to the wa]] q;rcu1t The area. thth the fort1f1cat1ons
‘at Roccag]or1osa has fortunately been under,extens1ve excavat1ons s1nce
,‘1982 and as has aTready been noted in Chapter Iv possesses features,

such as, the vot1ve "s hr1ne“, that po1nt to a centrallzatlon of the nuc- -

Teated sett]ement - The presence of the gorgone1on decoration as wel] as

&

The 1ndependence and autonomy of the 1nd1genous 51tes is a]so re-'

flected 1n the form. of the antef1xes themse]ves.‘ In the IV and III cen- -

,tur1es the Iocal art1sans and the market on wh1ch the depended appear

“.‘:to have deve]oped enough conf1dence in the1r own creat1v1ty Us1ng the .

'*_dbas1c Greek modeTs the conferred on thelr products an 1dent1ty and

10

= :~,_character that can be cTearTy d1st1ngu1shed from every other product1on, -

";f‘fan event that s paraTTeTed in other areas .

*,,:‘ducts 'fr , !'-Tf,; o

11 as wellﬁas nn‘other proe‘q :

1‘2‘

There TS posstbly-aJsowmod1f1cat10n—an the app11cat1on of th15

| m~cecorat1on, exemp11f1ed by the gorgonelon used for the central coUrtyard

R ‘_at Roccag]or1osa 0r1g1na11y a rellglous symbol often assoc1ated w1th

’~"wq“sacred decorat1on th1s motlf 1s now extended to the “pub11c“ sphere 1" }7{‘“5i

\‘. . L
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1ts use 1n thlS courtyard area, wh1ch also is part of .a. pr1vate residence
that has both T l1gIous and “c1v1c" funct1ons. Th1s is ev1dence for an -

o 1ncreased publ1c and pr1vate use for anteflxes 1n the IV and III centur1es

in Lucanla A]though anteflxes may have been used in such a capac1ty at

A

Serra d1 Vag]1o at an ear11er date most antef1xes have been ass1gned to -
sacred bu1ld1ngs The d1scovery at Roccag]or1osa is 1mporta 1t for our

understandlng of the. use of thlS type of decorat1on in the 1ater per1od

4

" An 1nterest1ng phenomenon of th1s ]ater per1od is the apparent '

archa1z1ng" of the gorgone1on form in Lucanla ‘ Th1s preference for T

IR

the archalc gorgon may also be a reflection of the 1ndependence of
7productlon w1th some s1tes ch0051ng to return to older forms The o
dlrect S1c1]1an lnfluence that th]S trend seems to denote espec1a1]y

, at Paestum and Roccag1or1osa, a]so warrants some study

o

Another avenue to be exp]ored is the poss1b1e use of fronta]

rgone1a in ther

decorat1on in Lucan1a The numerous “nalsk01" w1th :

ped1ment p01nt to the popular1ty of thlS decora Yon and actua] examp]es '

‘ of these “antepagmenta" or "columen“ covers. have been d1scovered in. ne1gh—'
bor1ng Campanta Perhaps not all of these gorgone1a shou]d be 1mmed1ate1y
labelled as "antef1xes"; SInce a]ternate uses could be p0551b]e.1 Perhaps;

——————the gorgonelon from Roccag]or1osa was used 1n such a manner.

ThlS the51s has‘been‘a rather l1m1ted attempt to set the gorgon

-

"V"Eantef1x from.Lucanla w1th1n 1ts archae01091ca] and hlstorical framework

1th spec1al attentlon g1ven to the fragment from Roccig]orxosa W1th

'fouture excavat1on5wand'f‘rther publlcatlon of those antef1xes locked in ﬁ*gb""



y o ‘

. the storerooms of museums perhaps a typology of these antef1xes may be
vworked out that can further add to our understand1ng of th]S 1mportant

".‘pemod of transformat\on in Lucama and the process 3f arch1tectura] 2 ';

monumental1zat10n with an emphas1s accorded to certain 1mportant

- spaces.
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- APPENDIX 1 \

DESCRIPTION OF,THE‘GORGONEION\FRAGMﬁNT.FROM ROCCAGLORIOSA
- R
" Max imum preserved width: -9 cm. '

Maximum preserved length: 10 cm.-

Fwum, thickness: 2 cm.

Clay:--Munsell 7.5 Y/R. . Many hard 14mestone inclusions. The firing o
o, - is quite low as. the c]ay is very soft. = R
ﬁx o _—

Only the ]ower portlon of. the face is. preserved broken off JUSt

v

T above the nd . -~ The nose is .rather squat and flat. The fragment also

“includes ‘a. gr1mac1ng mouth with the slight trace of an upper row of teeth.

- - -and -a..tusk on: the right 'side: The left side is broken off at this point.

As well ‘theré'‘is a ‘pendent’ tongue. Two finished edges are preserved on .
the’ deft side and bottom with a flat border of c. 1 cm. albng these edges. .
.. The ‘back of.,the piece is comp]ete]y flat, with.apparent finger rldges made .’
~;dur1ng the smoothgng of the surface. - There is no: ev1dence of added pa1nt :
to accentuate‘the re11ef as the surface 1s very worn L .




