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ABSTHATT

The ob:ect of the present researcr was to’;ot-
ermine whether tnoé: are any mentally re tarded sch901
axe chxldron ,n Edmonton who do nat have access ¢ an
educational progras. Related 1thraturo -no-a trat
there are many rot.rdod children 1r tre V.5, wr.. reve ¢
ro opporturity to venefit from an educational prosram, N

and there has been 1NCreasing litigation 1n that country

- related to the fact.

| Investigation shows that there 18 no (:‘:ntnl reg-
istry of retarded individuals in Alberta, s8¢ that there
ir no way .of knowing how many such people there are, let
~alone whe ther or not they are enrolled in an educational
program of any kfﬁd. 1t therefore seems entirely possidle ~
that there could bde childro$ in Ed-ontoﬁ 'ho nrd unac -
counted for by the c,ducat-h*nl system, and who therefore
are being denied access to }ree publicly supported ed-
ucational prsrad . A ’

In an attemspt to determine whether such children ‘* *
»0!1.‘ in Edmonton, data regarding -.itiha lists and the
reasons for placement of children on these 1ists were
gathered from individual facilities Yrr-Edmonton which
prqytdo educatiomal .orvicco for mentally retarded school
age childrtn in Edmonton. To further add to the availabdle
evidence, data regarding retarded school age individuals
who had besn voluntarily ‘registered at the government

agency of Services for the Handicapped as residing in

v



tdmontor. and having ar unmet ggucnt{mna: reel were
coll‘ctod. An attlempt was alsc made %o tetermine Ire
reasons why tre educational needs of tr- regisgerec
*1ﬂETVXdunls were un.ct\at trat tyme, ard tc letermine
the xinpl of proxra- for wrich the 1ngividua: ~ad a
neea . - } ' '
.iajor findings wére, ‘1. trat rere are current-

— S
ly i8>~ crildren of scrool ase or wa:tirs .18ty f0r some
type of oduFCltxoml facility 1~ the :iscnto- area;

‘20 that )1 of the childrern or trese wailirg lists are

currently rocoxvizg no educational program at all;

) th.t‘=-ny of the crildren on waitinsg listas require

bonnvior-i management programs; and, (< tAat thonlar~

Rest propqrtxon of the children with unnot‘oaucnt;onnl
needs are severely and profoundly retarded, 15-1" years

SR

of age, and male.
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b
I SRR T

he ob ectlive of the present ."tuly was Lo Jetermgpe
4 . .
whether there are mentally retiardety crnid frer ¢ Cereol
X c - .
Afe 1nftkamontor who have unmet educatiural neeas, and,
1f 80, to try t{p estimate the number cf suck crildren

at various age and retardation levels. Ar attempt was

also made to deter-ino_sénc of the’reasons for the educa-

f .
*ional requirements of any such children being unmet. [t

-aa‘hoped in this way to obtain ar inlication as to the
areas in which deficiencies in the educational system

for mentally retarded children 1in Edmolﬁon seem to lie,.

Education for the present purpose was consjidered
iQL\to be as Roos (1971) defined it--

--the process wheredby an jindividual is helped
to develop new dehaviors or to apply existing
behaviors, so as to equip him to cope more
effectively with his total enviricnment. It
should te clear, therefore, that when we

N speak of eduication, we do not limit ourselves ’ -
to the so-called academics. VWe certajinly
include the development of basic uolf—hclp
skills (Reos, 1971, Pe 2).

~

?ﬁh

*Topics to be dealt with in th;q,accargﬁ“tncluaen
1. the occurrence of children with unmet oducafionnl
nesds in the Uni ted States: 2. the peraissiveness of
Camnadian oducntlon-l"logiclntlon and its present status
rro-;nrébinco to provinces 3. the moral, legal, and ec-

onomic aspects of the proﬁicnn 4. possible educational



goals for the retarded; %..an overview of Famonton fac-
ilities for children at 3} different levels of retardation R
(borderline and ®mildly retarded; trainable or‘-odorntcly
retarded; severely, profoundly, o« -ultxply‘handxcappod
retarded); jnd. . a sSummarization of the problems.

The basis for suspecting that there may be children
with unmet educational needs in Eh-onton is, first of all,
that there are such children elso;hort. apd that the pres-
ent status of Canadian eduratXOnﬁl legislation could all-
Ow some retarded children of scr.gol age to be unaccounted
for {n schools. The 1-portanco of providing for the ed-
upational needs of the retarded hopefully will become ap-
parent after a brief examination of the moral, legal, and
ecomomic aspects of the issuc.<> lnd 6r the educational at-
tainments which it is possible for the retarded to adhjeve.
The possibility of gaps in educational services for tge
retarded may begin to appear in the discussion of avail-

able facilities for the retarded in Edmonton.
. \

The Occurrence of Chjildren wjth Unmet Educationgl Needs

The S: tion Elsewhere

As anyone who has a neighbour -Ltn‘g retarded child
at home all day knows, there are some chlldron who do ﬁot
&C to school, or who, indeed, do not take part in gny sort
of orgnnltod training or educational program. The num-
ber of children who are or may be involvcu is indlcatcd
by the following: in Pennsylvania., in 1971, 18,267 re- .
tarded children were out of school for one reason or

R
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another (Gilhool, 1973)5 in 1969-1970, 74€ of excep-
tional children in Alafama were not receiving an educa-
tion appropg}.to to their needs (Russell, 1973): and,
Reynolds (1971) and Goldbersg (l97l),p§xnt out that 1in
the U.S. in 1966, the number of chtldfﬂn‘enrolfed in
special programs was less than half the nusber estimated
to need them. There is no reason to believe that a sim-

ilar situation does not exist in Canada.

Permissive Legislation in anada
In Canada, as of 1969, virtually all pf the legis-

lation for oxcoptlcnnl ch,ldrtn was permissive rather |
than sandatory in nature. All provinces had cla'ooo for
slow learners and the educable retarded, but .,u allowed
schools to exclude indefinitely or not to require
attendance of a mentally deficient child (Ballance & ,//
Kendall, 1969). ' ) -
Prince Rdwprd Island--As of 19‘;2. there was as yet no
legislation providing lp‘«:itlcﬂly for the retarded, but
'the Lt.-Gov.-in-Council could make provision for thesm.
By 1975. r‘.pannibtllty for the educabdble and trainable
nmd ro-tod -ith the pudlic school boards.!
!lg&}g!l--ly 1971, llnltoht had assumed pudblic respon-

sidility for all retarded children, and legislation was
"pn-_l'cd to make it mandatory to octabucﬁ classes wherever
" there -or."nougn children in need of special help
(Ballance & Kendall, 1972); The number of children re-

quired is not known to the author, as no available i"ntor-



mat) R 1nd;-ated 1t,

New Brunswick--By 1974, tutoring was provided for hoi;'i

bound retarded children, with the undoretandin‘ that
eventually it would become the responsibility of the
school b s. By 1975, the trainadble mentally retarded
were prov ded for in special 21..-.- spon:ortd‘olthor ~
by_lch&bl‘bocrd; or by Associations for Retarde®
Children.? | |
Newfoundland--As of 1972, pubdblic school boards were
given the authority to estadblish classes for re tarded
children and had assumed responsibility for programming
for the ooviroly retarded chlldron~(aall§ncc & Kendall,
1972).

t Columbia--As of 1975, all schools for the train-
able retarded -ori un?cr the Juri:diciion of the pubdlic -
school boards.> \

Quebsc--As of 1972, school boards were responsible for
oducutlyn of the trqlhlblc retarded (Ballanc; & Kendall,
1972). ' B |

- Ontario--As of 1975, achbol boards were responsidble for
educating the trainable retarded (Ballance & Kendall,
1972). . D

Albertg-—The mandatory school attendance age ih-Alyorta
was 7-16 years as of 1969, but the Public School Act of
Alberta, 1970, enabled boards to lower the entrance '
age. The act @i.o allowed boards to exclude children
from classes “until special education could be arranged.”
That time, for many, was "never.” As late as spring |



1975, vague "temporary exclusion™ clauses -ixil existead
to cover cases in which hoalthf§§J00haviornl problems
exist, or gonornlly._to take in those children deemsed
“incapable of profiting” from an oducu&;bn progras
(Alberta School Act, Sec. 134-138). In other words.
Alberta still has non-compulsory education.’

Since 1969._t§gii haye been a number pf additions
iipdpfévltions for p:c;ptionql'dﬁilhrqp. but most of the
legislation is still basically permissive. |

The I-portnnco of B ‘thg the_ Retarded -

?hcro are a number of moral, legal, and\oeononic

~

1ssues J‘&ch point up the need for concern ahput the pos-
sibjlity that so-o children -ny not be r.c-;ving an od-
ucation. _ . _
The Morgl Right - ' : .
The Universal Doclaratlon of Hu-nnxntsht.. (Art. 26.
U.N.), states that 'ovoryon. has the right to oducation'
but so.cho- this basic "right* seeas to have boco-n lost
in the shuffle with ro;;rﬂ to its applicationg td the
retarded. .

lega) Trends

So flr, as was pointed out earlier, schools have
been somewhat slow in providing “equal opportunitico“
buﬁqﬁs Cameron (1972) has stated, “a zero reject policy
is %hnplnc‘ (p. 9) which will dclnnd an yducational
oppcrtunity for !!!;!ggg an‘ we nilht as well be prepared.
If educataors do not initiate reform, it is possible that
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‘ \
the courts will. The trend in other countries has been
Just that. In Japan and in many states of the United
States, laws on.; sandating o;uc.uon for gl] msentally
retarded, gltnouqh not all of these laws are fully in
effect yot. In the United Statog in the past five y'.rt:\
there has been a WA jor upsurge in legislative action -
concerning the rights of the retarded. Aimost seventy
pcrconi of the States now have manda tory educational
loctalnuon. At least for the trainabdle and oMbio
groupc. and the courts have affirmed that gll]l children -
have a right to educational programs, no matter how
handicapped they are, or if they are in an institution,
(Abeson, 1972). According to (1) Pennsylvania Assoc-
iation for Retarded cuilml\ vs Commonwealth of
Penneylvania, 19713 (2) District of Columbia (Wills ve
Board of RBduydation of District of Columbdia, 1972)s and
(3) Louisisna (Lebanks vs Spears, 1973). ‘no child can be
oxclM froa free pudblicly supported education dy reason
of a lnnlnenpphu condition (Casey, 197)). |
' Canada seems to be moving very slowly in a direction
similar to that taken by the United States/” So far, two
-provlncop have taken steps to oium an oducatlongl
opportunity for mll school age children, regardless of
handicap. Inmove Scotia. by 1973, regulations under
‘the Edwcation Act made-it sandatory for school beards
tosprovide for all mentally handicapped children.5 In
" seskatohewan. by 1971, mahdatery leglslation existed to

4
. i . -



2.

require all schéool voards o provide educational programs

for the retarded by sean: of apecial classes and services

or by contracting with another board, .rQNQ‘f or institution.
The board has no financial responsiblitw for children

placed in public institutions whose princinle respon-

sidbility 1¥Lnog education.®

Only two provinces, then, have made an unmistak-
able move to mandate that school boards provide educa-
tional programs for all retarded children--Nova Scotia
and Saskatchewan. By the spring of 1975, in all of the
provinces except Alberta, school bodrds had reportedly
assumed overall responsibdbility for programming and
providing at least for the education of the trainabdble
retarded, but it is impossible to determine the extent

to which these provisions have been pﬁt into effect at

this time.

-

Bcon e

Institutional care for the retarded is expensive.
As reported by the Pinancigl Pogt, Janmary 26, 1974, the
inetitutional care for twenty people for sixty years was
three times as expensive as commmnity care and supervision.

However., in order to get a job in order to becoms even
partly self-supporting, some minimal degree of skills,
and thus, some sducation are required. Occupying a use- .
ful, productive position in life r-q:nn- sonps degree of



% \
~
acceptance by socilety, ard A1 “urefulnenuy” anr~t Accrue

unless, as Yolfensberger (1972) states 1%, nOWe normaliza-
tior nf tre indiyidual occura. [te rnorsalization proce
involves "utilization of means -hxcz ‘re as culturally N
normative as possible to establish and/or -nknﬁpin per-

sonal behaviers and characteristics which are

Plly normative as possible~ (p. 28), If a re ‘
is denied an educational opportunity, he has vie
no chance of being successfully integrx d%2i~z‘
and the job market. lack of provisionfs e 1§ "
perpetuates a poor public image and results in conzinuod
lack of acceptance (Weintraudb & Abeson, 1974; Crabtree,

1973). This, of CBurse, means continued inadequacies in

educatiomal provisions and a *vlcléo- circle™ is estadb-

lished.,

®
Sugmary ‘
It would appear that there is certainly a sora ]

N

basis for giving the retarded an educationmal opportunity
and the legal tr‘ﬁd appears to be in that direction in

other countries, and lately, in our own. Bcenomiocally.
it would be to everyons's ccv.n;lan i1f more fO@.t‘od
individuals were able to obtain education and training
to the point where they could becoms at least partly
self-supperting and in sems e..oi. dompletsly so.



Poesible Educational 5ogls for &he Retgrded ’ - -

It seems that, as Uybdbwad (4972) states, "our ten-
dency to provide educational services for certain ed-
ucational ‘gKroups® nas led administration to perceive
the ‘others’® l; ineducabdle” (p. 99). The ~“others™ are
most often those who are profoundly, severely, or sul-
tiply handicapped rg:’rdod children, and traditionally,
the treatment which has been offered to them has con-
sisted of custodial care only. Reasons for their exclus-
fon from educational programs have been NUBSrous. Among
the reasons given ares the child’s not deing toilet
trained before application, poor mobility, behavioral
problems present, no program availabdle ir the child’s
geographic area, and so on.

According to Cruikshank (19%8), the severely retard-
ed cannot "learn” in the sense that normal children can,
anyway, dut they can be trained. If{ educators were to
follow this line of thought, it is nevertheless obvious
that some type of educational facility would be required
for retarded children with ability below that which is
traditionally referred to as the soderately retarded
level, so that they may be “trained-.

It may well be that many severely and profoundly
retarded children may have deen ladelled “urieducadle” or
“umable to learn” sizply because they have never been
given the oppertunity to use what abllity they have.
Perrest ot al (197)) have stated that fhe “overull

-
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functioning of at least supe of them can be srgni frcantly

1mproved® (p. 177), and furtherwmore that
an approach which assumes, often
on the basis of a once and for all
test of meneral intelligence, that
certain achievements are by defini-
tion beyond an individual‘s capa-

’ pilities and then preceeds to deny

his any opportunity to acquire
thea 18 nr{ msuch a self-proving
prediction (p. 173)

Evidence in the case of Pennsylvania Association for Re-
tarded Children vs Commorwealth of Pennsylvania, 1971,
has shown that ‘;1 retarded individuals can learn to o
some extent., since some change in behavier always results
from an organised, concentrated effort. Bvldonoo‘glvon
in the Pennsylvania case also suggested that the great-
est number of rctnr'doc children can become self-suffic-
fent or can attain some degree of self care. .

. puller (1978) reports success in teaching children
with IQ°s in the t-;nuoo t0 reed with comprehension
and even to transfer that unbi).ity to other matsrial.
. She devised a schems in -uiohq. circle, a line, and an
angle N\pronnud the letters of the alphabet. The
me thod -u Gubbed, the “ball-stick bird* sethed.
Some with I\'\o h};tho thirties learned as rapidly and ,-u‘
as tac.o in :;;/“.unn. -She nm that communication
and speech 1&:-...;.' some' children eventually learned
to write and seemingly endless recking stopped.
Porest et al (1973) seea to Wmck up theee findings, as

they state “pregress in learning. especially where

I

~
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particular skills gre invelved dese not oerrelate with
1Q %o anything 1ike the oxtent that was ferwmerly
believed~ (p. 17)).

It say be pessidle te accenmplish far aere with the
Severely mentally retarded than anyeme has delieved
until uoo.uy. Dr. P. Wilsen, of the Scheel of
hhblllhun Medicine at the University ef Albderta, whe
was invelved in setting up a “pilet sere re joet” prejest
in the state of Missouri. tells of g m which
iavelved thirty chileren with IQ°s under thiryy. sest
«n-muxuuyww._ !l.m--. to %eash
varieus types of setien, self-help and ool f-entertainment.
At the omd of eme year. mest of the ehildren were at-
Seupting self-help and many were W and mlking. The
mh- .u‘-? 2..- oxpanded. ‘

- Oustedial care waed to b all At we oxtendsd Se
Tetardsd children at e wainsble level tee, but great
*irides Mave boen made in WMat ares in vesswt years.
Wanks te rescareh findings sueh as e fellpwings
Kirt, (1957) repeste Wat wrainable mentally retarded
ehiléren dovelep at eno-tisrd to eno-half ‘pnﬁ-t ,
-mmm-c-.muqaw-c .
abeut eight years. mu‘tﬂq—-n:m,,um
fer self-ears, m-. séms dagree o€ susesestul
cum od justment, and are potentially M n-o-
M wnder -.-ntgu-. nna.- n.-u wat m .t

: - 3 o e

b

P
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this leve)l of retardation retain iafermation sloest as

well as nermal ehiléren and Mmr that vhen aatched on
chronological age with normals. rourdnuo do poorly
at the beginning of training in meter skills, Nt‘.hu

replé laprovensnt, and 1f the sk is net tes ¢iffiemit,
Ay oVeR cateh wp with nermmls. Skeels and Dye (19%9),
Sheels (2902) and Kirk (1958), all effer testimeny that
I8 inereases --u-ny when a child is submitted te an
oh.tu-lm xtooo--mt.&u.ﬁnn- .
wwmmxm mmu’mhmo e
lea’n asre han w have isagined. - ’ ) o~
Nowswer, it 'is all very wll uTun‘m

oéusatiomal fadilitics £ 411 nw childres,

¥ -

fhﬁhd‘cmcuﬁtﬂ“ﬁmm

m-ﬂmm. u—u--umhu-h )

-bnﬁnu-mumrmq.umuumu
hm&u-mmmmxmu '
mmmmnmu.lmmt-nu&un
ie nesded. - wmnmun. &'Ml-un'x
-ﬁ‘.'ﬂlm.‘mnottrm.umlnm-

‘lnm. -tamuumunmum»-

mmqmmn.ummuu'

-».-m--.mcm«u-mum

-~
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)
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mammmu htm

;mmmmmmmm
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merits which were formerly thought to be impossible for
~the retarded: all they need, in mAany cases, is the

~ opportuni ty. d

igitions

‘Por purposes of this study, the following classif-
ication of IoQols of retardation has been o-ploz’da

Borderline to Mild Retardation (BMR) IQ 50-75

Noderate or Trainabdle (THR) IQ 2J9-&9
Severe . ~lQ ~20-35
Proiound_ ’ IQ -20

A brief d¢u¢}iption‘5f the characteristic traits
of tho;c children found at each of the levéls of retard-
.ntion as i-ployod in this p‘p:r it\ll follo-n-.
Profoundly Retgrded s total medicsl nursing required;
little or no self-help skill in matters such as toilet-
ing. feeding, dressing: non-verbal; no attespt at relat-
ing Ut/o others or to environmsnt; motor control severely
attcc;.dl |
Severely Retardeds minimal self-help skille in tollet-
ing, feeding. dressing: requires 'tuporviti‘on in self
helps regular —Men; care reguired m of physical
and/or wmental disabilitys some modilitys communication
and socialisatien attempts r:n‘@u and largely emotional;
oxiiou.ly limited ‘attention spans sminimal speech;
'Bederately Bewarded (Trajnable): cen ususlly learn func-
tional academic skills to fourth grade by late teens in

13.
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special classes; ambulatory: capable of self care under
supervision; able to relate to others in structured
settings; more ihnn average medical supcrvis}on_ro-‘
quired: )

Borderitne to Mjldly Retarded (Educable): can reach in-

dependence in all areas; requires only same average a- .
mount of medical care as non-handicapped pény{s can
uaually achiavo roughly to grnd. € level by late teens;

problo-n in ad justment to adult socioty.

Overview o mmu_m
There have been nny prograss estabdblished in the

past for various cat.gpries of rotarqtd childrer:

school boards have set up oppartunity room progress (or
the educabdle -a_nt;lly retarded, social agencies have set
up their programs, and various parent groups have sstabd-
lished progrems as well. The result has been a great
mixturé of facilities, few of which sees to be co-ardi-
mud with others. Until recently. in the Sémonton
area. educational prograss availadble for the retarded g
‘have been almcst cxelulvoky for the Muo and mm.
ablé retarded groups, to the ‘exclusion of the unroly.
profoundly, and sultiply h-nnlcappod retarded. Oonly in
_the past 2§ years or so, has mm-n er.niud
progran fct the latter group of oulm As yot, theee
new thcllitioo such as The Bdmonton Rehsbilitation Society
Child Development Center and The Activity Center for the

=F]
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Dependent Handicapped, are saall and struggling. but at
least they are trying to help the énildren whom everyone
else 'ooo-‘ to have ignored. 4As Ballance and Kendall
(1972) 'put it, programs for seversly/profoundly/multiply
handicapped retarded "have csrtainly Bo,n developed in a
few cinura. but there is a dearth of intor-'nti"on or re-
ports about these~--or--"about the number of children for
example, who have been excluded from special education
prograss b*auaq_thoy are multiply handicapped. Ve know
mt’mu children ‘oxict. and that some of thes are not

receiving service” (p. 30).

e » ne g 141y We d n

Edmonton Public Schools as well as those of St§
Al_birt and Strathcona County accopt-idA the riapmibllity
for o'ducatlng the ma jority o; those termed t‘ducjblc
mentally retarded. However, Qvn are parents whose
children do not fit ‘ln.t_.o the opportunity roos programs
provided by the school boards, so referrals are made
elsewhere. “Elsewhers” could be any one of a number of
places, and the reason for the rﬁﬁtﬂl could bde . be-
havioral -mp-ont problem which would interfere t:oq
- much with cmtﬂrwxlm. lnullmnéc level too low to
_ m‘pfit from the particular program offered, and so on.
L.Y.Cairns school, as the chief Bdmonton facility which
serves DMR children from the ages of 12 to 18 years,
under the jurisdiction of the Bdmonton Public School



Hoard, may encounter children who do r.ot “{1t™ there
either, and referralé giy then be made from that school
too. No record of such referrals is kept. There is no
system of feedback which helps to pﬁah the school boards
to aid the parents in finding .cco-odatlan for their
chil . If a parent is ﬁot‘peraistont. his child may
sit at home with no program at all. There is -no regula-.
“tion which obliges school boards to ons;rt that each

child who is brought to them receives aid.

The Traingble o tely Retarded gfii1d

At the next lower level of roxarﬂation..thq trntnnb;o
level, there are similar problems. The two main schools
which service children at this 105;1 are private p.roni
association schools: V¥Winnifred Stewart Scho‘ol and .,Robln»
Hood School. These schools offer motor and sense training,
.olr-hoip training, and academics. Children -hooo‘p‘r§ntc
have initially npprétchod on§ of th§ =a jor tacilltlo.‘.;ch
as linntif.d Stewart School, may find that their child
is non-admissible because he or she 1.:con}iao¢ to a
wheelchair.  The .school's architecture is mh that it ,
_is virtnally inpocaiblo to nrov}lp for the use of Ilo.l- :
chairs. This lun- mn. as m usual altermative,
‘Robin Hood School, which can cope with two wheelchairs
porelu.roo-. but as thcromenl;.uroa-.. thoprcb- .
lem ias obvious. Anor those two nmun. have been
exhausted, there is virtually no place for the ..ch.ud to
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€0 for an educatiomal progras. V¥innifred Stewart School

also 'doo- not ﬁccopt _}:num '-‘ho are not toilet trained

although Robin Hood School does so on a part-time bdasis.

. The capacity of Rodin Meod School, however, is only fifty-
siz students. Thus, 1§ Winnifred Stewart School has
turned the ehu‘\lm\ and there is no space at Robin Hood
Sehool. the child must be put on a waiting list for an
indeterminate length of time. |

Older children (16 years and up) who are at tho
trainable. .outuly retarded level usually may progress, if
they se duuv. to the mm Industrial lto.urch qnd
muuu Center, where my can mm specific mdo -un.

.with an oye %o pﬁuluo full or part-time future employment.
MHewever, lt tuu'o u an emetiomal disturbance mant."

, um.trouod seisures, or umn types ot mucu
disabilities present, the child is uswally not
sdniseadle, becames of the many dangers involved

‘in working arcund machinery. There is almost no alter-
native fer uoh children. A.La at this level of retar-
dation, muummotmmmmxu
vmtumwyhn-mcnydomhﬂawm'
uwmmxemmmmmm«-m

thoculdunmllyianm

Pacilities for theee M“‘o are doemed profoundly
or severely retarded or waltiply mwnw\xn.

) £
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clude. ﬁric Cormack Center, the Edmonton Rehadiliitation
Socloty‘Chlld Development Center and the Activity Center
for the Dependent Hnndicappod. As far as is poesible, a
| one-to-oho teacher-pupil ratio is used, so that each
child can have some motor ir;lninq. self-help training,
and at the Activity Center and Child Development Center,
as much ac;donié work as he or she night be able to han-
dle. Ilny'xd-onton children who arﬁ retarded to this de-
gree are sent to various Calgary fnc;lxtios.nnd 6tnort
to !otaiklwln Center, which is set up to tknin and give
_ custodial care to #everely retarded children. Por those
children who nr€>bod-riddon. profoundly retarded, irtc
CorI-ck Center handles up to ninety-six ca.ou. and gets
: »u- rofomlc rro- thc Regional Office of Services for
the Handicappod. The Activity Center und the Child Dev-
elopment Center hnndl. 25 and 35 children respectively,
and d-u mainly -1th tho -utiply Mlcappod. ™he latter
wo facilities receive referrals from every meuo
source and thoy. 1like Cu-ck Center and Wetaskiwan
Canter, have wmaiting lists. , ' : .

' »n..~--p-eo---m-uea is so oquoil_l. “that n-u-n
® facility director who has recsived asseesment mmterial
from Glenrose or from some. 6&& source on ‘a prospective
client, will report that the parents and chud “did not
-uruuu- mutmaw-n.-dotomm
child down because the waiting 1ist 1s lengtay, and twure
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are many i‘o are literally in desperate need. The spot
would then be given to someocne else on the list. Once
‘again. there is no feedback to the referral source, and
noAfbllo- up to see if the original applicant was event-
ually enrolled in a program. Parents who can cope ﬁl‘
ho-ovvith tho child are encouraged to‘do‘ao for as long
u they can, to give otnort with greater need for family
rql;or a chance to enroll their child.

Other [ IK-) hcnlt ‘e

. Anldc from these -Jor facilities, there ‘rc var-
fous -—11 facilities availadble. Two examples of this |
kind of facility would be the Atvoiyn‘ Unger School .tor
FW and mmh"c ‘Development, and the mion
School for Autistic Children. These facilities service
N ea.ly a .-n rember of children all told, and they have
 fairly specific onm roqnu'o-p.nh.#oo that they are
of wse to a relatively dlfttront portlon of the retarded
mum whose -jar mu is often not one of
um%lcn.

Smmary ’
xt-o‘-unrw.&-tm-ahmmxmn
‘whe have becoms “lest in the shuffle" sinve thers is no
mnmawcmuumnomm
u-“mn.omcm“muam-

5-. !tum“’ndmu.t.nhnymu\'
'
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picture eof the numbder of children wno are on waiting lists

for the various facllities in Edmonton because some may be
on more than one uii. and facilities, out of respect’for
the nﬁnu privacy, do not compare wmaiting lists. Since
there are schools operating under so many different author-
itles. swch as parent associationé, school boards and the
Department of Health and Secial lopment, it is difficult
1f not impessible to ce-erdinate /criteris and activities,
‘and to ®et wp and -xmu -gpecifie om Some

schools say not be adequately pregrammed, but who is to
Judge? ‘

‘A child may be considered to have an unmet educat-
jonal need if he or she is currently snrolled in no 0a-
ucational m or in a progres yMca is deemed 'by
the facility director to be inapprogriate for the child.
- wim view of the tlct‘mt (a) thort are chilaren in
the United States who are not enrolled in sny edwoation-
‘al progras. (b) that legislation regarding education is
permissive in Alberta and in most of Canada, and that
(c) control of facility management anéd referrals is eo
fragmented in Bdmontom, it ncd’ 1ikely that there may
be retarded children in Zdmonton who are hot receiving

any educational pregres. » . 3

DENALY
xthoaywtu. mn.a“twdn“‘-n
umtmt(l)m.nmnwmlmm '

N



the lini1ted ‘tatesn ANd may well he 1IN ’tar.mda. ! O
Rre not metting an educational opportunity; and that
{(2) there is almost no mention by the pfovincea of spec-
ific educational proviliona for the severely/profoundly/
multiply h‘ndlcipped retarded. Saskatchewan and Nova
Scotia, at least, have supposedly assumed responsibil- '
ity for educatihg these children too, but there is no ‘
indlcation“ns yet as to how this has been or will be im-
Plemented. Purthermore, (1) yetarded children may have
the legal and/or moral right/ to an cduca;ional opportun-
Aty (&) countries outside &f Canada, as well as some
of the Canadian provinces are moving ailey but surely
towards assuaing public responsibility for the education
of all retarded children; and, (5) fctardod children
are capadle of profiting from an education and such
tr.lning and education would be of §onorlt to themselves
and to the rest of society. Pinally, there is th§ dis-
tinct poesibility that enough gipc exist among tho educa-
‘tiomal facilities for the retarded in Edmonton that some
ch}10r0n~-y ﬁo totﬁlly without an educational program
of eny kind. ' '

. The main nypothesis of this study, then, is that:

v ] n ‘ wh
Wm The specific questions
which til. .tuﬂy,iill_atto-pt_to qn-i;r.on the basis of
the information available are the followings |

-

A
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1. whether or not the EKdmonton area seems to have a
greater or lesser proportion of dependent handi-
capped children, when comparsd with Caneada in

general;

2. whether there are subdbstantial numbers of
retarded children in Edmonton currently on
waiting lists for some educational facility
in the city, regardless of whether or not they

. are currently enrolled in some educational
program, and with respect to these,

(a) -hothoi' there are proportionately more

children at any one lo:ol (EMR, THR, or
’ -ovoroly/pro{oundly retarded) who have
unmet educational needs;

(b) whether there are proportionately more chil-
dren at any one age level who have urmet
educational needs;

_ (c) whether there are proportionately more chil-

“"_[ dren of one sex who have unmet educational

needs;

(d) sowe of the reasons why these children are

| not presently in an educatiomal program;

(e) the kinds of programs for which the largest

proportion of children are witing:

3. whether or not a large proportion of retarded
children who are considered to have educational

needs are currently enrolled in any kind of



ANd,

.,

iy e,

educationa. programng . 8

to what extent the complaints and opinions
of involved authorities and of some parents
of retarded children reflect the actual defici-

encies in the educatiomal provisions for re-

tarded children in Edmonton.

23,



The Bdmonton oub-

qQuately met . B of 1?75.

region ity eof Edmonton,
plus an -1 ’ les radius around
Edmonton (see The criteria far

being classified as a Child whdee educational needs were
not being adequately met were: a) that the child was
not at the time of‘ tho survey enrdlled in.an eduwcational
prw. or, (bd) that the child
‘rem, But the director of that preg
the muity was incapadble ef provic
for the child's needs at the surveyed.

The Mtxm Just mentioned was sampled by ssams
of surveying all facilities in Bdmonten listed in:

-



- S, by Secial Planning
otien, ial lorvlcn. Clty
of Bdmonten -\

88 providing educational services for re ed children,
‘and by msans of obtaining from the E.d-ont_m (Ro'uml)
Office for Services for the Mandicapped, a list of chil-

dren in the Edmonton sub-region who have unmet educa-
u«-x needs.

Part of problem of determining the propartion of
school age childgen who might. hnv; uneet educational ngeds
is that nowhere does there exist a co-ploto list of men-
?ully retarded children in the Bdmonton area, or in the
province for that satter. Services for the Nnndlcappoﬂ.

& goverrment agency, haas montly been involved in conduc-
ting a study to determine the number of retarded children
Who have urmet needs, educational Needs among thea, so
that office seemed the ugt one from which to try to elic-
it lnt“uon for the present study. It was anticipsted
m: Anformation from this source would de corroborsted
by that odtained fres indiviewal educational flclllty
aamm. with regare to the level of retardation at
which the greateet propeortion of el.llﬁcn have urmet o@u-
catienal needs. Selicitatien of mcr-una and opinjons
from an astherity u the field. and frem parents of re-
tarded ohiléren was “tilized as & msans of cempleting e
picture as to the mt lmln in eucational’
provisiems fer the retarded.

2s.
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Services fer Whe Mandieapped 15 a2 geovermment of
Alderta agoney which has cempiled a 1list of all retard-
ates identified s¢ 1t by referral -moo uun-gxu |
tmﬁw qu ucauuu. parents, community
ohlig dovelopment pregrems, pudlic health wnits, group
hemse, auxiliary hespitals, sursing bemee. and 80 on.
All chiléren registered with Services for the Mandi-
Wum‘n“uwmtlnt ie u.tnro
included in the sample. and there were actuslly three
sources of data fres that agency: (1) the Dependent
Nandicapped Survey-197); (2) the walting lists for Eric
Cormack Center and Wetaskiwin Center; and. ()) the Needs
Survey-197s.

The specific Infermation obtained from the préviously
sentiewd sources congisted of the following:

Repsmdent Mandicaneed Sgvey

Souree e ws the gemersl results of the Dependent
AndMMSERSY BNCYSY. cempleted by Serviees fer the Mandi-
m 'u‘w. lm. and shewing the comparison be-
ﬁua the prepertien of nm huxcamd indiviémals

ruonu-a-uuu(wx.nm 2), and the
m-t-.lhﬁ-.-.wo. acserding to
Camsdisn Aseecistion fer the Nsutally Retarded statistics.
m-m-w“utuhqm intividuals with
~~.muu~mwdmmw

. .
- - . . u‘
Y -
-
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multiply handicapped or dependent handicapped. =“Dependent
handicapped” -n.'dofthod as: thoee individuals who are
*severely or profoundly rgtcrdod. 80 that a great deal of
supervision 1‘0 rl,quirod. and even some ward care. In mest
cisoa. there is significant physical impairment which will
be present thféu;hout life. Not included in the survey
were persons currently served in the region, L with a
family base outside.

It was intended that an examination of this information
would suggest, at least in part, an explanation for any
apparent ;dqquacy or inadequacy in educational provisions
for dependent handicapped retarded children in Edmonton,
since larger or smaller numbers than tho'national average
might have some bc.rtﬁg on the abdbility of existing facil-
ities to accommodate §hoqo dtrondont handicapped children
with educational requirements.: o

Eric Corpmck Center and Wetaskiwin Center Waiting Lists

The two tlcllitlil for the profoundly and -onoroly

o retarded in the Edmonton area are the Eric Cormack Cen-
.ter in Edmonton, ooﬂin(tho profoundly retarded, and
Wetaskiwin Center in Wetaskiwin, serving thc. severely

retarded. Both accept all their refe ls through Sorv-"
ices for th\o\ Handic)ppod. so the ni;z iists for both
are. virt‘t“hlly complets at that off ;o. ‘Intor-tion ab-

nké 1n§1udo. that on

. N
tained with respect to-’?:x:/h ce



‘children aged six to eightsen years, wnose Zamilles

reside within tne Edmonton sub-region only, and the data

o~

o

£

Needs Survey-l -

is up to date as of April 1975. ) A

A Survey of Needs (1975) of the mentally retardea of

school age, -h,o:n'rt voluntarily registered as explained

previously, at Services for the Handiéappod. yiol.aed indif

vidual information for children in the solerate, mild,

a/nd borderline retarded group. A a
The folloylng information was obtained regarding the

xmuvmdu énlldrin voluntarily listed by parents, doctors,

schools., associations, etc., with the Sorvico‘. for the

Handicappod office as having educafional needs, and refers

-

to thooo cluldron included in .ourco- two and t.hroou (a)

the age, sex, and nurthtion level of each cnuau (b) the
facility or type of facility for which each is nitlngz

(¢) the reasons why some of the children may not pre- N
sently be in the program to which they seek admigsion; |
blnd. (d) ;h.'thor or not each is in any educatibnal pro-

gram while anizing admission to another. All levels of
retardation were considere- «ith respect to as -ny ot the

abave polnta as possible f . each individual.
informmtlon presented in tables three to_nine thon.

was obtained from the waiting liets for Cormmck and
Wetaskiwin Centerd: and from the Tni«- Surwy.

| It was anticipated that information about the chil-
dren who are on -uui.. l1ists would provide an indication
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as to the level ai which moet adequate provisions for the
education ofhtho retarded oxist, the age level most affected,
_the type of program which-appears to 5. in -hoftq.t‘tnpply.
and most important of all, the nuaber of children who are '
cufrontiy receiving no educational program at all. Agair,

it may be that there is some overlap among children on
-aiting lists, but at the moment, this type of informa-

tion is all that ls_nvailablo.

Educational PFacilities 1ﬁ Edmonton

By means of interviews with directors of facilities

listed in Appendix 2, the kind of clientele served by
the establishment and any difficulty in accommodating
those who apply for admission were determined. The pre-

' ceding was determined by means of eliciting responses to

questions concerning the féllo-lng items: (i) description
of students, including ai. and level of retardation, (b)
type of program offered and numbder of ahildren served, (c)
.ouréos‘ot referrals and f‘ndl@c. (d) whether or not there
is s waiting list, and (e) information about children on
those waiting lists. . |

The main concern was with the children on waiting
llat-. and tho following Lnx{"htion was oou.ht in relation

" to thems (a) tao nuaber of childrtn a-itlnc admission;

(B) the age, sex, and retardation level of these childrens;
" (c) the reason why ‘H: child could not immediately be ad-



mitted; and, (d) whether or not each child is enrolled
in jnothcr.educatlonal progras while wajiting. In addi-
tion, complaints of facility staff about educational
provisions for the retarded in Edmonton were olicitod;
An attempt was made to include in the la-plo the chil-
- dren who had been rejected for adaission by thi-indi-
vidual fncilitio-. but“this could not be done because

files of those re jected were ret retained.

With respect to the children inclulied by all three
information sources at Services for the Handicappod. as
well as those on the waiting lists for anividual
facilities, some -tro.pro-cntly enrolled in educational
programs, but were considered to have unmet educational
needs, because the program they ‘ﬁro cur;-ontly in -:.

not entirely appropriate to their needs, acgcording to
‘Ii[lbors of

the assessment made by professional n;af
individual facilities. Other children included by the
various information sources as having unmet cduéitional
needs hnd no current program placement ai all.

It should be noted here that although Wetaskiwin
Center is not actually in me tropolitan Edmonton, it is,
within the Edmonton area, and all referrals are handled
through Services for the Handicapped, so it is possible
to odbtain relevant information rignrding Edmonton child-

ren on its -aitin¢>11-t.
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A total of twenty-eight children from the waiting
lists of the individual facilitiés and one hundred forty-
eignt tro. the Services for the Mandicapped list comti-
tuted tm sample. Although thon may be an Lndournimblo
amount of worlip‘um.n the facility lists and the
Sorvico- for  the Handicnppid lllt..thc sampl ing procedures
{(did idontity a group of children who could provioo some
ovidonco regarding the deficiencies in cducatioxal provi-
sions for the retarded in the Edmonton area.

Parent Interviews

Pour 'paront. of children currently enrolled in two
facilities--the Edmonton Rehabdilitation Society Child
Dovolop.ont Center and the Activity c;nur for th:h De~
pendent. lhpddcappod--nro interviewed in order to deter-
aine tbotr feelings of satisfactyon or  dissatisfacrtion
with the present educational syetem for the retarded.

' Por example, it was attempted to discover whether or not
they felt timt they would rather have their child enrclled
in some other facility, and if so, the reason why; and
-o.t especially, mu— opin.lals were -ouuat with respect
to the procedures they had gone through, other -orvlcn
they -u trtod previcusly, and @0 on, before tbci.r chud
was tu-uy -mu“ in the mnt muny. e

Parents of shiléren on .lm un- could not dbe
u:urvlmd vecsuse facility du'ocm were understandabdly
reluctant to put the author in touwch with thes. Although
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it would have been desirable to Rave interviewsd more
parents, this was not Possible either. >ecawse under the
regulations set out vby the respective am‘of Directors
for tho various facilities concerned, initial contact
-i- mads in one cuo by -.m of the facility director
sending letters of explanation home with the children
om-ollcd. glving the parent tho option of contacting mo
writer, and in the othcr case, by means of the r-euny
director phonln. parents of children enrclled there, to
determine who would be willing to co-operate. In all,
four parents rd.ponaod. and were interviewed at their
homes.

Questions which were asked and which were pertinent
to the present ltudy referred to: (a) a dqocripuon of
the child’s age, sex., level of retardation, (b) length
of time required bvetween application and adnl_.tlo'n to
pPresent facility, (c) other m in which the cAuua
Right previously have been ~§‘nrollo§ and reasons for .
leaving, (d) whether the child is on a waiting list for
any other conﬁr. and if so, why, and, (e) complaints
regarding present facility or with general system of
education for retarded children as they see it.

It was hoped to odtain tro- the interview results,
io.. idea as to where parents _fnl the shortcomings of
u‘qvhia- for educating the retarded lie, a picture
of the process which parents of w«mZ:nmn &°
through in trying te earcll their child in a progras.



Interview with an Authority in the Pield

Dr. John Church, Director of Special Education for

Alberta, seemed to be the best resource person to
qQuestion with regard to tbo"ﬁod'ucat‘_lon of retarded Chudr'o’n'
in Zdmonton, and an interview was duly m«. Infor-
mation sought lay in the following éatogoruu (a) legis-
lation ronrdxng education or the rotardod in Alberta, |
(b) present or ruturo plans to set up educatiomal programs
within the public school -nu- for other than those
children already accommodated. ' |

?hli interview was an attempt to determine whether or
not there is any current or planned legislation which
vwié make it -Mitory that‘al“l retarded children be
‘XVon an o‘ucationnl opportunlty. and whether there is any
aove Dby tao govermment which would seem to be a step in

that direction. ‘ Such lnfor-tion would givo at least some

‘indication as to whether the gmrn-.nt 1. moving to delete

some of our apparent educational inadequacies with regard
to the rvtardcd.

it was anticipated that the preceding information
would provide some basis for determining 'hich level
of retardation demonstrated the _lar;ght proportion of
unme t oduc.tiqlnl needs, some of the reasons why children
are on waiting lists, and mtau- or not there is any
other program available to those children who are waiting.
It was anticipated that the data thus gathered on these
topics womld rolntci-co that collected from Services for

3. -
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the Handicapped, and it was hoped to obtain from the
complaints of the facility ouﬂ & picture of where the
people directly involved feel tbo inadequacies lie in
provisions for educating the n-ﬁma. |

-

Information Gethering
| The information of interest was gathered by means
of inspection of Services for the Handicapped records on
individual children. by conducting interviews -with direc-
tors. of lndiv1.m1 facilities in Edmontor, and bdy
having a sample of the b‘nnu of some retarded cril-
dren coaplete an interview-questionnaire, i1n which a
s tandard -otaot Qquestions was asked of all thc parents.
In addition, the preceding method m supplemssnted dy |
means of an interview with Dr. John Church, Director

of Special Education for the province of Alberta.

, frocedure
Procedures involved in g:u'ryinj out this study, then,

involved: (a) making contact with the Services for the

Micap.pod office and obtaining permission to use infor-
mation regarding children rocuund'tMro as having
educational needs, (b) carrying out several interview
sessions with employees there to list information about
children concerned, (c) identification ’qf facilities in
Edmonton for education of the retarded, (d) comducting
interviews at each :.ciiity. (¢) location of parents
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-uun‘&o be interviewed and solicitation of responses
to an interviewrquestionnaire, and (f) selection and
carrying out of .ﬁ xntorvlov~-ith an authority 1n the
fleld. Althougr the xntor-t(on gathered cannot -supply
a completely accurate account of deficlencies in educa-
tional provisions for retarded school age children in

the Edmonton area, it does ngqcar to be sujitable for
purposes of determining whether deficiencies do exist,

and to provide at least some idea o0f the magnitude and

kind of deficiencies which may exist.

)5.



CHAPTER II1 >
RESULY

This chapter presents the information gathered

for the purpoee of answering those QqQuestions poeed on

page 22 of Chapter 1.

®
The order of presentation will bde as follows:

1. comparison of results of the lependent Hand)-

capped Survey for the Edmonton region with the Canadiarnr

Association for the Mentally Retarded statistics for

incidence of lower levels of retardation i1n Canada in

|aeneral

Presentation of data odbtained from Services for

the Handicapped concerning

and,

(a)

(v)

(c)

number of children who have unmet educa-
tional needs in that they are on waiting
lists for various facilities or types of
prograss, classified dy age. sex, and
level of retardation., and according to .
whether or not they currently have a pro-
gran)

reagsons why children may not presently de
in a pregraa:

age. sex, level, and kind of program for
which the largest proportion of children
are on waiting lists;

(4) xind of program for which the largest pro-

6.



portion eof children are wmaiting as related
to munr or not they have a program at
present) |

). data obtained from individual educational facil-
ities in Edmonton concerning

(“.)..cllonulo served; ‘

() whether or not there 1is a waiting list,
and 1if so, the number of children on it

(¢) reasons why some applicants have been denied
immediate admission; and,

() complaints with respect to facilities
preeently availadble for education of the
retarded;

8. responses( from parents of retarded children when
asked what they feel general oducq:uocnl needs are as a
result of their experience with their own cl\ld. and’
prodlems they encountered in uon\m.olm to & pro-
gras for their child; and,

5. responses from an authority in the field of educa-
tion for retardates. when Questioned regarding possibdble
future plans for more extensive educational programs and
diffieplties of establishing same.
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Comparison of Resylts of Dependent Wandjcapped Survey for
- Edmonten Region with ]mgdoﬁ e _of lower [evels of Retardg-
tion in Cangde® ‘

Tadle I

Estimated Incidence of All Ages of Roderately, Severely, and
Profoundly Retarded Individuals in Netropolitan Edmonton
(Population approximately five hundred thousand An.1974)
Using Canadian As.ochtlon for the Mentally Rolmd Statistics
Compared with Incidence Pigures for All of Canada.®

Degree of Camadian Per Cent of zou& Estima ted Pop-
Retardation Incidence MNumber of R d vlation of Ro-"\
. tarded of All
" Ages in Edmon-
ton Using Bas-

¢ : _dc 1%
'od%.’i‘. . ” ” - 10 Soo
Severe .075% Lo o ' 375
Profound ’ .0258 SR . 129

Total N 128 - 2,000

-

SAccording to most recent Census of Canade-1971

Table one shows the estimated mmber of individuals of all
ages in meticpolitan Bdmonton, including Strathcoma and v
Sturgeon, who 'mn into the three lower levels of retardation.
Camadian moc;gtxon for the NMentally Retarded figures estimate

-

that 0.4 of the Camadian mudn falls within the )
‘lower levels, and btased on an Rdmonton population of

38.



five hundred thousand, taken from Census of Canada stat-
) i , .

. i &
istice., 1971, this means that some two thoueand ae tropol-

itan Edmontor individuals are expected to be in this

groups, one thousand five hundred or .)¢ of the Bemon-

ton pdpulation at the trainadle retarded level, taree

hundred and seventy-five or .075% at the severely retard-

ed level, and one .-hundred and twenty-five or .025% at

the profoundly retarded level.

w

w

o
4

Iadle 1]

Incidence in REdmoniton Region of All Ages of Noderately,
Severely, and Profoundly Retarded Individuals as Determined

\\by Dependent Handicapped Survey Statistics Compared with

Incidence Pigures for All of Canada.®

it

39.

L

Degree of Number of Per Cent National
Retardation Individwals BRach Categery Incidence
Iéentified Cens ti tutees of ) Levels
in Survey :f Bdaonton ‘'of Retardation
“ -
Vd ' lation of All
—AKRS :
l?‘.l‘l“ 29Y) «031 . |
Severe 151 .019 .075
Profound 197 ".028 .025
Total 601 -.0?h l b £

—

8According to most roéoat densus of 0“-1971
Table two shows the number of individuals of all ages

in the lﬁanon region (see Appendix I ) identified by the



Dependent Mandicapped Survey am Nluﬂur in the group

termed mederately, severely, er profowndly retarded. In

veing theee figwree, a coaparisen can de -St with national
incidence statistics. m statistics for the pro- v
foundly nhr‘o: coxuel“ very clesely with those fer
Cemsidered--0.020% in the Bgmenten region as compared with
0.0258 in matienal statistice (see hlio“!l). T™he inci-
dence of severe retardation was 0.019% for both rural and
wrtan Bdmonton, compared with 0.075% in mational statistiocs.
Prevalence of medsrate retardation was approximately Q.031%
fer the Zémenten regien, with 0.3% overall in
Canada., se 1t 1s ia i r pertion of the survey tht
thd most indiviemls bly beon missed. It is aot
too mm that theed figures cencerning the profoundly
retarded ceineids clessly. since theee imdividwals are
1ikely $e be the mest visible of the retarded--the ones for
when parents and relatives are mest likely ‘to need help,
M“.G‘Wmmuu agonoies adout. It is ‘
umun‘uuoh. however, Mtﬁtnmu of the De-
Pondent Mandicapped Survey shewsd one hundred and ninety-seven
wvu-u in the mfc-lly retarded group, while '
m muhu- td' the m Retarded and unm
'"mmﬁ« t that metrepeliten Bamenten ceuld be ex-
’ootu te mw e w and Mty-ﬂwo

S




entire !d-ont'o.n region (see Appendix '] ) as well u
se tropolitan Edmonton, it would seem logical to @.ou-.
then, that roughly -cionty-txvd or 38% of individuals
who are profoundly retarded live ‘outgide of the met-
ropolitan area but still vithi‘n tha i:i-onton region.

The survey, as thorough ;. it appears to be¢, under-
esfimated the incidence of severely retarded individuals °
by .05“ and the number of moderately rbtaﬁhd by .269%
as compared with Canadian Association for tbo\ Nentally
Retarded statistics and mational d‘un-. The parents
and relatives of these individuals are ‘probmbly less
likely to require .u in the care and ;nmuin( of people
at this lonl. so that those mmtos and individuals
amo‘.chcd by surveyors would be lou likely to be aware
of them. As a result, any estimation as to the sise of
omum deficiencies for the retarded may appear to
. be much smaller than it actually is

Al though tl.irolj representing the néhool age popula-
tion of the dependent handicapped in the Edmonton region
were included in survey results, there are nho such figures
available at national levels, 80 a comparison ot Edmonton
region and mtlunl statistics on th.u pom is not poe-

sidle. There were, however, uccordl.ng to survey ro-ult-’.
‘ 13 -qdontoly retarded school age chumn. 65 severely .
retarded, and 108 profoundly retarded. mu children re-

\'i

present roi’ocuvi‘ly.'SZasi. b)‘. and %.Mﬁ tn#-'.c \

“lo'
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- . '
individuals of all ages identified as naving each

degree of retardation.

/A\' . .
nfo tion Re di fhoqo’ffzz/ R_Residing in ton

Sub-Region Who Are on Waiting Lists for Eric Carmack Center

and Vetaskjwin Center and fhg!o Identified by Needs Survey

(1975).




3.
' vle II
m:' of School Age Children Reslding in Eamonton Sub-
region, Classified by Ap. Sex. Level, and Whe ther or not
 Enrolled in Anothet Educational Program Vhile on a Waiting
List. y )

;

e J¢x
:c:lg!! Severe m&z ms ._ge_-;uz:
6-8. ' Ped 3 1 0 Py 10
b R U (. Y 1 ]
9-11 Pub o~ 1 ) 2 o 19
) 1 r 7 ) °
vITH 12-18 Pwi2 2 1 » g 0 29
. PROGRAN =17 o 2 ? o _
. 15-18 Pw1? 1 0 s ? ) 59
a2 0 1 16 26 0 *
-4 g 117 bx T Y7
Tota) W-78
. L4 & ‘
6-8 p=) 2 1 ) o s
5 2 2 0 0
9«31 P=0 0 0 0 o 0 2.
N2 ) o ) 1 0 - .
WITHOUT 12-14 Pu$ g 2 ° o 0 ?
PROGRAN o2 0 2 o o
' 15-18 2 ° 1 IS 2 18
2 0 1 2
’ Sub- *i?ﬁ 12 3 L3 ‘_E_—‘!% b}
Total W14 - .
‘Grand Pes6 720 1) 53 60 2 188
Tota)l W92 . -
6 . ' . .
r'd
.:Qf t S d

] hblo"?»roﬁ shows that thoro were ono h-ndrbd and ta-ty-
oint -chool age culmn in the Zdmonton area (lnclndi.ng
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bls,

Sherwood Park and St. Albert), who were ldo'nt.ltlod‘by sesans
of the Needs Survey (1975), or by their presence on' tho_
waiting list for either Eric Cormack Center or Vetas)iwin
Cefiter, as :aving unme t oducgti,o:\il needs.

It will be noted from data presented in Table three,
that the majority of children, one hundred and seventeen
of the one hundred and forty-eight or 79%, who have cduca-
tional needs do- hhn Mloducatioml progras somewhere -nn.
they are on the' \‘ﬂi@‘ list for some other facility.

This is an important point, however, when one realizes t.hat
these children are on -uitinc lists bocausc their m-ont
progra- is inappropriate to their needs. Bvon more impor-
tant, however, is the fact that 21% or thirty-one’ of—»’t;o
_one hundred and forty-eight children on waiting lists ..
have no. educational pro;ru at all at present. ﬁ

" Among those who have no progi- at pr.olont. 32.3% are
bordorllm or mildly rourdcd. 12.9% are ‘-odmtoly re-
tarded ('r-n. but S4.8%, almost doudble the percentage for
any other group, are severely or profoundly retarded. Of
the borderline/mildly retarded group, 83.8% have & Treguam,
16.2’ do not; 03 the moderately rotnrdod group, 92.M8 h-vo
a m while 7.6% do not; but, of the -mroly/mtundly
retarded school age children, only ha.si have & program
at present, while 51.5% do not. By far the largest propor-
tion of wmet educational needs, then, sewms to lie with
muommumwmunw Ilmr.

u-.pmudatnrucruum one, tau.cmrom-
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sents the smallest expected wtdomo of retarded .
individuals in the Canadian pml.tion. The largest
group of retarded individuals, as stated in Table one, is
that of the borderline and mildly retarded individuals. As
is Mmud by hblo three, this is the group with the
mau‘ Mw.t 1ncidouco of unmet oducatioml mcda (16.2%).
m tho.o chlldnn who are on niting lists, dut
who are enrclled in programs at present, 44,u4f are in the .
mildly retardsd category., 41.8% in the moderately retarded
group, but only 13.6% in the novorol}/profoﬁndly retarded
level. _ . ~ e .
The majority of those both with and without a pro-
gram at present are in the 15-18 year age bracket. Chil-
dren in this ag. group represent 50.4% of those who are
preeently enrolled !.n an educational program, and 45.1%
of those who are not enrolled in any educational progras.
Of the 15-18 year age greup, 80.8% have a program at
present, while 19.2% do not. = -

7 m those without a program, the children in tho
9-11 year age btracket sees to be least artocnd. rcpro-
senting only 16.2% ot cuumn lavi.n‘ no progras at pre-
seat. The &ammaz-tbmmpmpomum-
sented roughly equally among tao.o without a progras.

© In _other -clfds. the greatest md for initial pro-
| gram eurelment appears te 1is at the 15-18 year age level,
and the yonntmd for more appropriate emrolment ap-
m_souc.t'nu.px_mxuf.‘ '



Tadble three shows that the ma jority of ghlléﬂn
with educational needs are male, representing 62.1% of
the group. It is also noteworthy that there are twice
as -ny sales as females presently cnrdol ted in oéucn%lolnl
programs, and that among those without programs. sh, 8%
'are male and 45.2% are female, »

" In other words, there are twice as many males as
females requiring more appropriate pr.ogra-. al though
the numbers of males and females 'proncntly in need of an
initigl placount are not such dlffcrapt.

To sum up the -oot 1-portant 1nfor-uon contuj.md
in Table three; the mauct extent of unmet educational
needs seems to lie at the 15-18 year age level, among
members of the male sex, and among the severely/pro-
foundly retarded.

It appears at first glance as thou;h the percentage
of r-tu-dod chudron with unfulfilled .mum needs
is very small. Using the Canadian Association for tbo
Mentally Retamded percentage figure which j.ndlcato. that
3% of the Canadian population may be mentally retarded,
_ and the estimated Edmonton population of five hundred
thousand, it is estimated that there could be fifteen
thousand retarded individuals in Edmonton. Those one
hundred and forty-eight school age children cited in
Table 3 as having unmet educational needs conatitute
only 1‘ of the expscted incidence of all ‘retarded indiv-
iduals, but it must be remembered that those included in
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Tabdble ) are listed on a strictly voluntary basis with
Services for ;ho Handicapped, so for various reasons,
children who have needs may not be listed, and an uﬁtoid.
number of these could have sducational requiremenSs. ‘

Por oi.-plo. using Carnadian Association for the 3
Nentally Retarded statistics, the total number of train- |
able ;\"Otlrdod individuals i‘n‘zd.lonton. based on an o.ti.—\j
ated city population of five hundred thousand, could X
reasonably bYe expected iovbo one thousand five hundred. \»
There are a total of 457 school age children enrolled in |
Rdmonton facilities for the moderately retarded, and fifty-
three on waiting lists. This 1Qﬁfol'n1no hundred and ninety
or 66% of the expected number of trainable mentally re-
tarded unaccounted for. | |

Using the same prociduro. the total ﬁuibor of sev-

erely/profoundly retarded in Edmonton could be expec ted

to be five hundred. There are a total of 152 such children
enrolled in Edmonton facilities, and 33 on walting lists.
This leaves )15 or 63% of the expected number of these
individuals unaccounted for. |

Oone eanaot be at all sure ta.t the small porcontngo
of cuildr.n on.-ltlnc lists -ro the only onoo who have
unmst educational needs. Such a 1nr|p proycrtlon of lndiv-
lcunln at the -odorutcly and severely/profoundly retarded

_1-v'1o are wmacteunted for im Bimenton facilities or on

T walting lists for thesm, thst tl.i'r'portion ot children
wvith wmmet needd may be far greater than anyone imagines.
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Enyelled in g Progras

Some of the reasons why children may not presently
‘be enrolled \n a program while asaiting entrancé to an-
other program weres in the case of the severely and pro-
foundly retarded, most of wvhoa were awaiting entrance to
either Cormack or Wetasiiwin Centers. no space was avail-
able gor ih;-n -hilc in the case of those at the moderate
and mild levels of retardation, no prograam exists which is
eloqo enough to their needs, e¢ither-bdecause of mll.cial
handicap coututlon.\. health prodless, or dehavioral
Mnt prodlems, etc. '

A behavioral managesent prodblem is deemed tO be
present Af the behavior of a child is so atypical when
compared with that -of other “average® chtlérvn'or‘hio
age, sex, and general status in school, as to interfere
with the nttontiv‘a..c énd lonrﬂinglubility of either
himself or his fellow pupils. Individual data as to
-poéxrlc kinds 6! handicaps., 'bohlvionl or health probd-
io- were not avaliladle. Each child’'s msajor unmet need

was indicated by listing the type of program for which

boorshom/ﬁidrtm.'

A8,



There are one hundred and forty-eight school age chil-
dren listed by Services for the Handicapped as having some
type of umt.oducuuonnl need, such as the need for place-
ment \n a program for a chfld who has no program now, or the
need for placemsnt in a more appropriate type of progras
than that which he has now. VWithin the group of one hun-
dred and forty-eight children with unmet educational re-
Quirements, Services for the Handicapped has designated
three main aub—a'oupoo (a) those children requiring
straight educational placement (Table four)s (b) those
wi th ‘unn behavior problems (Tabdble five); and (c)
those with educationmal nesds in conjunction with behavior
sanagesent prodblems of a less severe nature than those
among the children mentioned in (d), (Table siz). Tabdbles
four, five, and six comprise the toﬁl sasple of one ‘
hundred and forty-eight children listed by Services for
the Handicapped. .



\0.

!‘b!! ‘V
Number of School Age Nentally Retarded in Edmonton Sub-
Region, with Straight ducational Needs. Classified Ac-
cording to Sex, Age, and level of Retardation.
: | Teta! < That
e - s azm: e Caileren
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Porl those children adbout whom data is presented in
Tadble four, Straight educational Placement is their
greatest need at this time. It may be that they require
initial placement in an educationallprogram, or merely
that they are already enrolled in a prograa and require
& more appropriate placement.

Of the one hundred and forty-eight with unmet ed-
ucational needs, 66.87% require straight educational
Placement. Those cmu.a with this type of need are
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aainly in the 15-18 year age group (51.%%), while fre-
qQuencies at each of the other age levels is approxi-
mately equal. The majority of children with this type
of need are male (58.5%), compared with »1,.5% female.

The moderately nwc make up J1.)% of those children
with straight educational needs, while the mildly/border-
1ine retarded make up J)6.88, and the severely/profoundly
n“d comprise J)2.)8. The need for straight educa-
tional phco-nt then, -oo- to ;lnoot evenly dis-
tributed among the -ovonly/protmdly rotu-dod. -od.nuly
retarded, and mildly/borderline retarded categories.
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Nuaber of School Age Retarded in Rdmonton Sub-Region with
Behavioral Manageaent Needs Primary, Classified¢ Aocording
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Table five includes some children who are presently

enrclled in educational progrems and seme who
Any child included by the data presented on

i3 recorded as having a behavioral prodblems 30 severse

le

not.

five

that any educatiom)l u-m' GAn make very u,t_th head-

way wntil the behavioral problem e.yé amelierated. If
any of theee chlildren are in programs new, the “hviml
mnagessnt prodlem overrides the educational goals in its



‘ 10’1 problems are of parsseunt impertance, tbo ﬂj&&g

s).

impact on the child‘s Progras, 80 a more appropriate
placement, in which the behaviecral problem can be tack-
led foremocst, 1s neceseary.

It will be noted that chiléren with sals type of
need constitute twenty-two or u.m of tho re tarded
children tn Edmenton who are mer‘od as having wwaet
educati needs, -n;! that the majority (63.68) are -1-
The aildly retarded category includes 6).68 of thoee
whose behavioral manageaent needs are u;u- primary prod-
lem, while the moderately retarded lhélui.tod J1.5%,  the
severely retarded only &4.6%, and the nroro—uliy retarded
and barderline groups are not .nm.on.ud at all. It is
also worthy of note that 45.85%8 of those with out-tln‘m
behavioral management preblems are in tho. early adolesocent
years (12-14 years).. o » /

It appéars then, that of Shoee éuxma whose behav-

are in the -ndly retarded (EMR) group, ‘1., .ﬁu .; P AR
12-14 year age level. {0 tk,“ -
' . ~ 8 E.“' : .;:T«‘
! . ?"; v * a:';'*-'
Ly v W




w«mmuwmxmmmmub.
Regien with n—.u-&n n— Behavieral Neods, cu-unod .
Asserding te m. Sex, and lLevel of Rewardation.
— y
Total £ o2
A . s .::. gntire
2ERY A [V ] ,
-8 o 8 Vg ® 2, 1.3%%.
(A , .o .
911 e 2 0 o 2 1.398
% -
12-18 ) ¢ 2 ° ° s.008
»-s ,
15-18 Pobd b ] 1 1S *10.138
el
Tetal at ~? 15 1 Y 27
Eseh Retare- =20
atien level ’
S et CM1- Pa268 10.138 7.438 0.67% T 18,208
dren in Bash [ -
~) . o
stitete of . . - i
Sample _ . o :

uwumnﬁummwuwuo
have bslavieral masagensnt preblems as their primary dif-
fieulty, that is net %0 say that other retarded children do
net have behavier prehloms tes. Tuble oix insludes chil-
tardation whe have Winviersl smfingsusnt predlens in con-
m—uum“muwxmm
u-mntnm-ﬁm-mm
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. any progress they -i@}‘ko in an oduc;txwl procrn.
Such children constitute 18.248 of the ohe hundred and
forty-eight children sampled. Some of these children
may be ﬁrountly enrolled in an educatiomal progras,
while others are not. Int“ncn m not availabdble for
children at the severely and profoundly nm&_ levels
wi th thlp type of need.

 In thh imﬁnco. it appears that the -jortty of
chilaren -lth the coabined Nnvlml AM educational
'moa uc at. the soderately retarded level (55.%%), and
that the '-Joﬂty are, as in Tabdles four and five, male
(70%), and in the 'lAs-i,a"’jo.r age growp (55.98). The
age levels with least -nmunuuon in this grouwp are
6-8 years and 9-11 years.

"By far the largest properticn of chlltﬁu in the
mlo -ot mw and forty-eight roquu'! educational
placessnt ('66.87!)1. tut a notabdble mﬂm (33.138)
have ott&or{rylwan or 'looo' severe vehavior —-oi{-\
which either make placesment in an educational progres .
daifficult if not impessible. ‘or interfere with gny progress
ewch a child might make if by is alresdy registered in an
etucatienal progres. The largeat number ef children with
“wnmet educatiemal needs of any of the hree types are in
the 15-18 year age brachet, with the slight exceptien of
the u-uwu-m.“u.u-u“ma
mmw m-mwutnxwu“
are sale, and’ nu ie otw the mnu retarded (DNR)



,or mild (EMR) levels of retardation.

Tadbles seven and ol.dii present a more detailed break-

down of the kinds of placement which are roi;ulud by those
retarded children both with and vit.houi programs at present.
Since it would have made the tables very large and unwieldy.
information on levels of retardation has been included in
the text touovtng the tabdbles.

\ | Iadble VIl ' N
Nuasber of Chtlmn Seeking l’laco.ont. as lohud to Ag.
and Kind of Prw
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of total
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Table v;;;"'

Number of Children Seeking Placemsnt, as Related to
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.
Sex and Kind of Prograa. .
Progeae Ser Yoy 1 € that e:vr
wal el e rates ory :
.onert.turve
of Vsl
( Lsapple
Cormacs: “eni o 9 1,
% TV RN We?. ~¥im- " e WrT 3 [& [ (B A S
tiuvnal Ctrer L. o ~t:. ai )7 P -}
vecatlais, P Y ? 2
— e e e e ——————— . . . — ———— p— i ov—  ———. — o C—
Eduve.. - kcwcations 12 € 17
tiern_ . 12 Sa¥ KILIAE SRR
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Behav- Betav.otal
loral .
R - — — e ——— - = - -
PoRnav- sengvior. ! 16 . a 22 18,08
loral Kafnurescnt
Total = % % 1e 100000

In the sample of one hundred and forty-eight childres,
all ot these ltlttn. fer placemsat in Cormack c.at.r -nd
VYetaskiwin Center were profoundly er nnrol.y retarded;
39.)! of children amaiting al?-t type of educational
'w were moderately retarded, and )t.hl were muy
NW. Gndﬁmwnnvﬁm Mtnn
-11‘.1’ retarded and )38 woderately se.

NhM Mﬁ.-mw«mwu
ing w fall, as asatiened Mo‘-ly into the

-‘u'nhly and ndildly nw uualﬂu.

Of ceurse, sinoe

.mmzm.t“mdmu-um
.“ﬁtdmmuwcq.w
mumm '



8.

Table seven shows that the greatest proportion of those
}mnnc pheo-nt are 15-18 years of age and seeking place-
-nt in .mum facilities other than Corwmack or
-omu-u: Centers, or placesment in a vocational tucuity.
The .-llo-t groups were those .oonac placemsnt in .
Yetaskiwin Center or in a voc.tianl./homiml prograna, and
the age level with least representation was that of the
6-8 year old children.

As is evident from Table owt. the mumber of males
_ seeking placement far exceeds the mumber of females, specif-
| ically in .muau. voeatxcul. and bdehavior mt
areas, um tho relative Mcu of males and ttnln
in o.ch euo is very listle utrcmt. The majority of
‘both males and females were muu admission to mum

Programs.
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vau nine clearly shows: that although there are sifyty-
one individuale smmiting educatiemal placesent (41.2%),
111ty or (81.968) of them are already in seme educatiomal

| pregram, and are msrely asmiting sere apprepriate place-

sent. hmmdﬁnmuw-‘l.nm-

-

»_»nm n-nth-.l. and bdehavieral -.-at
’*'uw s came helds trus—the majerity ef those
; mmmm mm in an eduwoe- .
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individusls ssaiting educatienal placesent (81.2%), ‘
¥ or (81.968) of thes are already in seme oducatioral R .
ran, mmmu—xmm.mu place- A

- In the case of the eéwcatierml/velavieral, veca-
al/vehavieral, vesatiemal, and bekavieral samageasnt
eirics, s same helds trus—the majerity ef those
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ies will Dbe o-t.b}iuhdd in existing elementary schools,
‘hildren msust be modile and toilet trained to gain

slon. AS yet, there is no estimate as t0o the nuaber
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programs which would §o-b;no ei ther educatiomal or
voca;fdhnl pPrograms -ith‘boh-vloral management. The
greatest proportion seeking placement, whether or not
currently ¢ 11ed in a program. are male. Almost one-
third of tﬁer seeking placement have behavioral man-

agément requirements to a greater or lesser degree.
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nf ion prd ilities ton Providing
Educationgl Progress for the Retgrded and Regsons Yhy

Children May De Plgced on a aiting List:
Iadle X

Degree of Retardation u Related to Mumber of Pacil-
ities Serving, Present Enrollment, and Total Number
of Children on Waiting Lists., Ages 6-18 years.

Mumber of - I 3 s 13
ties Se , . §
Present Enrcllment 152 857 1010 xbx,‘
Total Member on a2 ? ) 28

Yaiting: List

A school board counts as one facility, if its
provision is opportunity rooms scattered
throughout its systea, but if there is a spe-
cial school operating wnder the contreol of a
schogl board, it is counted as one facility,
in addition to the ceunt of one for other
provisions, swch as opportunity rooms, set up
by that board.

Information regarding the npn.nd sex of those
traimable nw children on a -nu‘ list was very
sketchy, and in seme cases, all the center had was a

. recommendation "by word of acuth” and ..cﬂld‘o name, 80

62.
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that a detalling of age and sex of these seven was not

possibdble., uww all were aged 6-18 yearg

In Table ten, the group of twenty-one severely/
profoundly retarded children, of age 6-18 years, on wait-
ing lists for specific facilities includes the same
thirteen children mentioned previocusly in Tableysix, re-

- corded at Services for the Handicapped, foqulrlng place-
MCM‘:& Center. The remaining eight were
swaiting placement at either the Child Development Center
or the Acuvity Conur. Twelve of those wai ting were fe-
amle and nlu were sale, while the single age level which
th:ln‘od the largest number waiting was 6 o Wwith
“séven children at that age. Of those thifteen childrea
awaiting placemsnt at Cormack CQntor. four were nlo and
nine female. and there were no more than three at any one
age level, that lonllhiu 6 yeaff®, while the rest were
roughly evenly spread from age 7-18 ysars. O0f those
eight children on the wajiting lists for the Chl;d Develop-
ment Center and the Activity Center, five were male and

63,

three were female: four were 6 years of age, and the re- é

_ maining four ranged in age from 7 to 12 years old.

Tabdble ten shows th-.t of those children recorded on
waiting lists at individual facilities in Edamonton, 75%
are in the severely and profoundly retarded m. loﬁoo‘n.
given for all of these being on the wai ting lih%u lack
of space at the facility with a program Mch'*@d de
appropriate to their needs. Since there are so few facili-



o

ties for the severely and profoundly retarded, there ‘
is no choice but to wait, as it is not even possible
to gain admission to an inappropriate programs. The
remaining 25% are in the moderately retarded group,
and are waiting., not because of lack of space at any
facility, but becawse of soms physical handicap or
health problem which presently prevents thea from being
able to withstand the rigors of the classroom. The
latter condition, in all cases, was expected Qvonmlly
to be ameliorated to the point where the child could
be admitted to Robin Hood School, which has a progras
.pproprl;to for thes. v

As :.l evident in the data odtained frem Services
for the Handicapped, information'elicited from
indivihl facilities indicates that the largest number
of children who have unmet educatiomnal needs m} those
who are diagnosed as severely or profoundly retarded.

Informants (usually directors) at individual facil-
xu;. were asked to comment on any areas of weakness that
they felt existed with respect to educational provisions
for the retarded in Bdmonton,. regardless of whether or
not their ecmment comecermed provisions for the pn.rue.w'
level of retarded child with which their facility dealt.

O&,



Prom those informants at facilities for the border-
l1ine and mildly retarded, including the pubdlic and
separate school bdboards, several coamplaints wers ci ted.
The most common complaints concerned (a) the lack of
facilities for the multiply handicapped: (bd) the lack
of facilities for children with emotional probdblems: and,
(c) the lack of facilities for those with bdehavior
problems. It was pointed ocut by soms informmnts that
although sany of the children with emotional or behavieral
prodblems are currently enrolled in educational prograss,
other types eof proc,raﬁ are needed to deal with their
prodblems aside from education. ‘

Certain of the informants pointed ocut that at this
time in Bdmenton, there are some programs run by school
boarda, sems run by the Dop.urt-nt of Health and Social
Development, and some dy wvarious association groups .
Some of those interviewed felt that existing programs
could deal more efficiently with more children {f con-
trol were not so fragasnted.

. One inforuant felt t%gt in erder for the retarded
student to come wp to his full potential, earlier
vecatiomal/eccupational training is needed--for example,
begimning at age 14 years. instead of the wsyal 16 years .
at present. | '

Other c“au centered around the lack of inte-
Eratien of retarded childres imte schesls attended by
nesual chilérea. “, this time, enly the educabdle men-
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tally retarded are intexrated into ngulu.pubuc schools
and some of the informants felt that progress in the '
public nccopnﬁco and support of the retarded could only .
be made Jf the more .ovor;ly retarded children were also
1nu¢r..ud into regular ocnoolrs.' In this way, people
could become better scquainted with and more M
about the retarded. l -

Prom these informants st nchklo- for the .u.r-\h
ately (trainable) retarded, one of the hgin complgints

. S~———

was the same as one of those previously mssntionsd: the
lack of facilities for the uluply nsndie.ppd. OtMr
comments by these individuals reflected the rather »ore
vocational flaver of prograss at this level. One such
comment was adout the lack of attempts by programs to
deal with the whole child rather than just with ritting
him for a specific job. It was pointed out that voce-
tiomally oriented » lly neglect such things as
social skills, whic m mo& Af one is tO become
guccessfully in ted u:tol the cemmunity. | '

c«-’uxn‘ from those inferuants at facilities for
the m}oly mto-atny retarded centered umly _
arocund the lack mmmm: of spase in tu?u-
ities for tr chiléren. It was remaried that urt}ctoat
funds are us ly allotted fer wages. but that there is
not enough left over fev develepment of nevw pregrams, and
so on. They mﬂm‘m.thtmotmallm (
enrclled in prograns at this level hvo/hohvl-\l prod-
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lems, Wt Shat there is lmrﬂcunt staff and &M\t t
. [y *
pregrea to deal preperly with them. ‘ “ -
xzmuumtuummtmnn‘ x
very great need fer additiesmal facilities fer tHe Gev- *© "ii
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In geasral, W parents u’m i;uuﬂtmd felt
that the oh-ud pregrams available fer their chil-
aron wore tol it amd uiss®, and that there ;oro-ny
-ﬁ is &t ) Mb‘. Chief ameng their cemplaints
socmsd to bo: (a) that precsure was subtly applied fream
vericus seuress, sush as friends, relatives, dectors, and
otaff of fasilitics with which they had had centact, te
koep Whelr ehild An She heme, htt‘tmtw_-ofh’-
pondadle paremtal relief was available; (b) that there
mmhdmﬂmmm the education of
Mrm ecopesially fer mmltiply handicapped ohil-
aren; .and, h) hat sinse ey Jay taxes. ﬁoyaant oot
'mmumwm.-.-momm
~ mm«mmmmm.vuuu.
}cMumWﬁdeuﬂum and
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Wum&mnm She had been at
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mmwumm--ummm
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into the program only half days far the first two memShs
of 1976, then taree days per week from Narch to ‘August.
since the facility was full at the time. Pinally ia
/Sopw_blnr. the facility was iblo to take the cn‘ud“ for
full days. Even thcugh ‘she new hes full time place-
ment at the Child Develepment Center. the parents find
_thnt the care th.t ohe requires ‘still places swch a
severe strain on t~u~ time, mrc and family relation-
qnln. that some kind of twenty-four lo-r per day place-
sent is needed. The child is now on the -nlum 1ist for
Yetaskiwin Center. a

* 2

Cage 2+ Child mumber two maltiply _mxe‘p”d.-.-n-
tarded and severely palsipg@S. The pareats ;”il“ to the
Chile Development Centey), in mc’:“u‘m chu."u presently
‘heard abeut ltun. as there was
At time, they did net have to wait.

‘omllo‘l as soon as

a space _.mn‘lo».t

m ‘chudmw\ mm*oatmtermm.
almest sinca the 111ty was eet . The  family was
referred there by Glearcee, -un the child was taking

‘physiotherspy. The child had previcusly attended Robip

Nood School, only m mmr week, since that facildty

-‘v'mmuwwtumu.nuottwumuot

,\}\‘Mchilhu. and at 1p-t6prttilt ’ for

-t-oculdna lhountawumus uttcr.uy‘
is ne M
’ .tmmt-uchmuucul The reasom tlrvnh-

4
L4
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arawing the child from Rodbin Mood was simply that the
‘child could get full time placement in the Child Develop-
ment Center prégram, but not at Rodin Nood.

{

Case )¢ Child rnusbder three was brain w(.t birth,
and had been at the Child Development Center for.omne .
mr;mmnuMNotmmmrMntriw

. and through the ao-ippor.,'m there was no wai ting

period at the time they applied. JPreviomsly, tbo chilg
had attended the Bvelyn Unger Schoal for:1¢ you-o. ﬂ’t ‘.,
did not seem to the parenta tp bde ﬁkhn\m .mcl&lc
progress, 80 she was enrclled at She School for Autistic
’Chudr;n.» Conflicts of opinion between parents and

staff members at the latter ncuuy as to the prw for
the child led to her removal. The parents felt that the
€Rild had seemed to De losing ground that she had

, urucr .:u-a. a0 thoy h.d been on the alert for a new

-

-mmmummmmm umum
‘- m.tmmmnmmnm.m-ﬁ\

prw !” mu u q}n the -uup list for any¥
- other progras, as tao mu feel that the Child Devel-
- opment Center is the hot'"muam at present. E ' \

Cage & Child number four m{,ﬁi years of dge. and |
diagnosed as severwly’ ntu-«bd. qmdriplogic. 'nf.. parent
otm-mummnmrmummrm .
tuuuutycmutmmuamu-. 80 there was .

-

+

thmthon.ctcumr mmm 'f:“w -
0 : . %'* R ’.'4.
. . % . .

o ° . ) - ~ c . L.
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» .
taken her to the Cerebral Palsy Clinic once per month
for troiﬁtnt as long u' the clinic was open. The child
then attended a day care con'ﬁr wntil age 6. the maximums
age level ‘accepted. She attended for half days only, as
. the center did net feel that their staff had- encugh time
to attend to her needs adequately for -oro than that each
m Pollowing this, she was enrolled at Rodbin Mood
School, but cnly attended three days per week until the
age of 1) years, dus to the schqpl®s heavy enrollment
and attempts to provide at least a little ecducatiomal
-~ progras for some children over and above their usual
enrollment, and some relief for the ‘parents of these
children. The child has since b.ot}yin the progras at
the Activity Center and is not on the waiting list for
any other center. ' : @
xtusmldbonoMbontMtthOImtoc )
élxﬂdron could odbtain only part time placement in scme -
Qé' m before bolnc enrolled in their mnt facility.
Inmmo. even after- nnti.puco-nt-i d,
the prograa was found to be unsuitable for the child‘s '
mds mumm. mmurmaa—--uu
not adequate fer the nnu.y'd welfare. The above infor-
-uumumﬁ-vmmwﬂm facili-

ties and from Services fer the wm‘d -ua' indicate

a crat W ot ntu-nnun pregrams for the children
whe are -N ml) hﬂm _ &

M~ s T T




DATA OSTAINED FRONM AN AUTHORITY, IN TME PIELD

Dr. John Church, Directer aof Special Bducation
 for Allerta, confirmed the idea that we in this prov-"
ince stil]l have a "non-compulsary” Qmum systes.
It xi‘ sandatory that every child of age 6 to 16 years
be provtdod by ochool voards -lth an educatiomal pro-
gras, bt Dr. Churen n.ld that there are still “weasle”
clawses which allow for the fact that some children
are, indeed, not being unn'mh opportuni ties .
(Sections 1)4-13)8, School Act). Por example, Dr. Churen
cited exclusiom clm mca don’t set & aaximus
4 on of 8 child from class. as

well as the -u-dlng mich “may estadlish®, has been uwsed
in the Schopl Act,,A/o that legislation regarding special

odmtiea el.;c‘o‘o 'u actually permissive r-tbor tlun
-

v ' in mm In other words, school boardh “may
estgblish” muxun rcr the retardéd if they wish to,

utnuutmmmtwuu.
Atﬁmh*nmumumﬁopw

'~Mmmmmummu-¢muu

mmrummmuwum htoc-
Mumum%mmm |
taen over. m.mmnmmw
uwmwuwmcmmm _
“_"a-a.mm-“mumm.;.
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Classes will be o-ublllhid AR existing cloﬁnhry schools,
and children sust be modbile and toilet trained to gain
agmission. As yet, thon is no estimate as to the numbder
who may request adajssion. Dr. Cfmrv;h sees this move
as a step towards a “zero reject" policy by school boards.
Yo further predicts, unt in ﬂn. or six years, all
educational facilities for the retarded will be under
public control. . .

T™he following -chnptor will be devoted to a discussion
and examination of the data which . just been presented,

?



with national statistie¥’

- CHAPTER IV
BISCUSS) O

In general, data couoé'ud support the main hypoth-
esis of this paper: that there are ‘some mentally re-
tarded children of ocm;;ol age in Edmonton who are getting
no .cue.ucmi prw-muunr. and that the -_wrlty

of these children are unnly or protoundly nt‘rood.

showed that the ln_feo dependent handicapped
individuals in the f xR was quite coincidental
Rabdle tws). The incidence of
those dependent haridicapped who are mtoﬁa‘ly or severely
retarded mest closely parallels that of matiesal inci-
dence, but the nuabers of moderaifffiis retarded dependent
handicapped appear to be lower than oxpoctod u was
discuseed previocusly, mmy l.cnr Lnel‘.nco is
most likely due to the lmc:_ visibility mnw

afiaren at this level. If, by cosparison with other ’

Wﬂl‘m ﬁ.mnuuualdprm'

- be at .11 backward in the extent of its pravulca-, for

tho Wt mw it cuu uot. mtm. be

hl.ml uunmummw
oo e umnum



The apparent relative preponderance of profoundly
and severely retarded individuals of school age. as
compared with these who are moderately retarded might

poesibly De due tos 1) the greater visidbility of pro-

foundly. an? severely retarded irdividuals, especially
théee F; 8Grool age., making it appear that there are
more at tre school age level than at ctrher age levels:

2) an actual differerce 3lue 'o deatr at an ear.ier age
s

\

or those who are profoundly Fretardei; r, * tc otrer

YAri OuS UNRKNOWN reasons.

n < A3

-*yn  There are currently one hundred 'no forty-eignt

chil&’cn of school age on -ntunq listis for some tncu- .
tty. 30— of theee euumn (79%) are prounuy egroliea
in omumlw ut m awaiting pla in

BOre APpPropriste  programs, while Others (21%) at sent

have no edwcatiomal m at all (Tabdle uujoo).

. » - B

According to Table ohe, ased on an estimated aw-

" lation. of five hundred thousand in Bdmonton, and on

m Association for N&‘bn'mly Retarded statistics,
.pproxl-toly five hundred Edmonton individuals could be

expected %o fall into the ,c)-nlr/profounuy rcurdcd
um Since huo four shows tnt a total ot thirty-

t-o‘ochpol age cphﬂrcn fall into t_hnt.;roqp. this means
et only 6.8 of the o:nocud m-hor of Lnglvldugls

e

1

¢
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(1]

actually appear tc te scrocl age crildre- wro rave
S0Me Xinc of unmet educational need. .‘hxan ) seewm
to be a rather low estimate, especlally in view of tne
fact that there are waiting lists for all facilities
which service the severely and profoundly, retarded.

It {s Leportant to nnﬁhr that data for the .
-nvor’vly/profw‘ndly retarded in the Edmonton -ub-ngxo'n
is perodadly more complate than the listings for the TWR
ane W level chilaren, since the closest that REdmonton
&ge-no to having a central registry {or individuals at a
partieular level of retardation is the cqlou record
et Services tor the Mandicapped of tnm children wno
are oonnly or prefoundly mtcamd and who are
seeking admjission to oitl‘ .!rlc Cormsck Center or
Wetaskiwin chur. These two facilities are the largest
in the Zdmonton ares which cater to the needs bf the most
severely retarded children, and bdoth receive all their
referrals through Sor\‘vlcoo for the Mandicapped. The only
other facilities to serve caildren at this\level are the
Activity Censer fer the Duna‘ont Handicapped, and the
Chila Dtnlos-or.t Centre, with .mo for twenty-five und
t.hirty-ﬂn children mpoctlnly. The total member

enrolled at appropriate nei{itl-a is only. one hundred

and seventy-thres or .68 of the oxpoctod five hundred
individuals at this level of umum ln Bdmonton.

So, even uun; these neu into cqn-uonuon. the
estimated number of profoundly/sevexely retarded

o



children having unmet educational needs still seems
rather low.

There are a ruaber of possibdble reasons for this
1) children at the mors severely retarded levels may
not be regularly reassessed; 2) children are u-u’e
with Services for the Mandicapped on a voluntary
tasis, and ta.t.ofﬂco yields the best office avall-
able, oeven thouwgh it is undoudbtedly incompléte: some
parents 6y f“l that they neither need nor want their »
cnl'u”:' y ‘rc- home for even part of the day: }) there
is no wogru with adequate space for these chilaren
at the %\t. so they are poootbly not consjiéered to
be ﬂu\n‘ anytaing, and thus. not to have a “need™:
s) cfilldren at this level are ofter considered unadle
to venefit from Mucn. sc may not be perceived

-~
as having a.“need” tor {1ty many such children are 1r

xmumum}.un as o«mo-_-_.‘-.mu-:m Center, Albder-
ta School Hospital, or at the Baker memorial Sanitarium
in Calgary. snd parents are protably not abdout to
-'leio thelr phco"‘ by taking the. child out to try some

, ungmaranteed pregrea so the child in this case., =y
not be pon;Ind as "needing” access to any particular
. ." » ' ’

smmu. based c# fable one, approximately one

thousand five hundred Edmonton mnvuuu- could be ex-
pected %o au inte Whe -du-li. (‘!') catagory, and

um n'rn trc- fuble four, ﬁh .-nl that nm-

-

[ — . \
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-
three, or Y.5€ of the expected numbder at this sretardatior

ievel sppear to be school nx; chilirer w fave oG
xind of educational need. In view of the severa. fac-
flities avalladle for the TWMR, this figure is probatly

quite reasomadle, dut {t should de rememdered that data

&b«n those TR and ENR witr educational needs 1s alsc

ﬁgt.une on a strictly voluntary basis, wit" parents
or various facilities bo'xrw“ solely roomu:l;. 8c

that there couls bde -riy Ccre unlisted crildrer witr ur-
ast educatioral needs.

Sases >n Tatle one, approximate.) ! 3,00C Eamontor.
individuals could be expected tc fal. ints the aildly
ro.t_.rﬂod (IR} ca.qor;. Sixty-twe, or C.2% of tthe ex-
pected total numbder have been registered at Services Icr
the Handicapped as deing scheol age crilcren Raving some
Kind of edwcational need. The public school boards pro-

vide programs for retarded children at this level, and

@ln @APS are apparently very few.

; Por theee children who have either 1) bdehavioral
wt-m\’rl-ry. or, 2) combined educgtion and
behavioral samagessnt needs of adout equal urgency, the
mijettty are in the mederatély or mildlg retarded groupe.
It may be that tho*’clu.l:rcn who are profoundly or
severely retardgd are not mebile or vocal encugh to call
attention to the sams extent as thoee who ure lees re-
tarded, and so are not as readily phreeived as having

vehavieral problems (Tqbles five and six).
. . / ‘. : N

. E . V4
o o ' . -~
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Approzimately Ralf of thoee with unmet educatibaal
needs Of some kind fall i1ntc the 15-19 year age bracket
(Tatle ‘our’'. ©Che malority of those in the age group
+1%-1% are amaiting either straignt educational place-
sent . Y7?8) or straight vocational placemsent (28.7¢°
.Table seven,. As was pointed out earlier. over two-
thirds of thoee awmaiting placement are either mildly or
Boderataly retarded, so the need for ramedjate or
anticipated vocat@orml or for pre-vocational training
@Ay b partially responsible for the increased propor-

tion of 15-1 year olds asaiting puco.nt.

A’wou-\uly half of those with bo aan-
wnt needs %t s tm - u&,‘r pri .lsi)
or in combimafion with o‘.e‘”uclnl needs (55. 9‘) are in

12-16 ”ﬁt or ag® Wuauckests, respectively,
indicating perhaps. that Whe older and stronger and sore
nowledgeable a child decomes., the more likely he or
oﬂ is to b mtm as presentipg dehavior sanagesent
prodlems (Tables five and six). Perhaps. also, some of
these belavior managesasnt prodleas. minly in the
12-14 year age growp could be attributed at least in

- part to tbo commonplace turwmoil &ot\udn«m in our
scciety. and may fade as the ohild grews older.

39X . ,
With regard to sex, of those individuals reguiring
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educational placement of some Sype (Table eight). 02.1¢
are male. Of those people seeklng straight vocational
placement, 66.6€ are male, while )).»% are female.
Twenty-four percent of mmles with educational needs
require vocaticna. placement, compared with 17.35% of
femmles. -

v.nn respect to other types of .mxgt educa -
tional opportunities., the sex difference is not so
pranounced: $7.188 are sale and 82.9% female. MNow-
ever. within each sex grouping. the differemce is not
Quite as notadle as ons aight expect - 15.28 of males
and 12.98 of femalees require vocatiemal placemsnt.

Although males make ' 62.1%0f m -Aun sample
listed ae having any type of educatienal need, they
constitute 69.0%8 6! the groups ;vtu scme degree of
vehavieral sanagement need (Tablee five and six). P

ﬁMQ‘dmuuMdu femmles

—

is greater in the entire saaple of m.w and
uri'—oun children, and of those, a\slightly higher )
sroportion of males than females are seeking vocatiomal
Mtcmmumt“umm -
ssnt, r¢ ting perhaps, *-oom m to cenforw
%o secify’ yu-u-ut.-ba-uu. —
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were awmalting initial placessnt, lack of space was the
doterrent. Por those chiléren at ether levels with
other types of needs. the wsual predlea was that of
lack of an availadle pregres suited to thelir specific

nsedes. Sut the greatest proportion of these children

were already enrclled in a progres.

™e ma jerity of chlléren with wmmet odwoati enml
requiremsnts are seeking placement in a straight oﬁ;:.-
tienal pregres (“.l’i) (Table fewr), waile 14,068
(Table ﬂn) m sooking pregrams which weuld give thes
lrt*tu sohavier sasageasnt truining. and 18.208
(Table eix) require pesitiens in pregress which weuld
cembine Vehavier sanagessnt and dducetienal precessee.
' ameng these seeking educatismal plstemsat, 21.48 .
(Table seven) m‘ sooking muc-l plasemsnt, 16.28
vish admission u ol ther c--n Cenxter or Yetaskiwin
Center, and e wast -mw (“o.‘) soQuire pesi tiens
in oems other Yype of cdusatiomal pregres.
Itmr-.“.thtu-voﬁ-rq’-n“dmx
mtuutummuuoum ’
for mast n he ciildren whese sdwsational needs are
s M-t. ‘”*d&cﬂlﬁu“
.»,“ ummzmﬁ&i‘ﬁm* utunui
' uum,-mm.-mmmm

. s \
- - \ -

-
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cwrrent Enrelment ok laak of 1t \n Rementen Area Facilities
Of these children whd have educe tional needs, 20.9%
.are cwrrently not enrelled in .t,uu of eéucationmal
preogran (Tadle three). Nest otth;l.nndl'-a-oup
have a pregran at precent, even if they are on the waiting
list fer seme other pregres. This is No doudt due to the
fact that Shere are varicus pregrams available through
the Bénemten Seheel Deards, and by the Bémenten Aseo-
clation for the Nentally Retarded. There are approxi-
sately twice 88 many severely and prefoundly retarded
chiléren vitheut a pregras, cempared with the BN and
™R groups. and over half of the seversly/prefeundly
handicapped have ne pregres at all. ™he shertage of
mauuu-p’mu-mumuw
an“u.hmuuuf(u
the mumber of childrea at Whis level who de net have a
umxam‘umwumuuw
tained frea fasility éirestars, the st of Mﬂbll
ummmtumuuumun@u
-‘MM&.MMQMA-&
m«w—-mmwumnupmu
‘m.ummnﬂm-dunnUBh
pmﬂﬁ -wumm
50 @aum m“dm-tma'n' |
mun vehdvier wanhhe '
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are pmontly onrollod in an oduc.tioml prom- “dut thore

are -ort profouudly._roinrdcd chtldnn (61 s%) waiting.

for pluco-nt thm are eurronuy ina }PI'OCI‘II The *

‘other two -1_2\ t:pu of programs fcr Qn&h there are

: chudrouni‘;tlng who .M" no curront progras.are ‘voca-

tlml and oducttiml prom- other than -'ou-ktvin

Center or Cormack CQntu*. Chnmn whq are 15-18 years ,,‘

of age rcpronnt ‘roughly hnlt. of thon -homumntly ' .

. have no program (fable threef: ‘

' It is intproctt,n‘ to nou that among tao.o vhd hmﬁ

.W mod-. 79% m ﬁrtncntly ‘cnroliod in .o.i |

#ind of an oducatiml prom- but m cansidered to

“have omuml mods because thoy are in a promn

which is ‘lm‘pproprhu for them, in thp Judgment of the

staff at the facility they attend and at the office of

Services for tho Handicapped. ﬂ;nvo‘r. -fhoro are |

: currcntly no lcr- appropriate prograss availabdle ta'

them. All of the culdrn\ but one with behavioral

_ mnt problm are tn’ this category. ‘f,’ o

There are¢ several um of tncuitioo for the

‘unh.uy ro%rdod in Edmonton, to cover a wide ranc-

of problems moel.‘atod with uat’l retardation, and

o.ﬁhulhoa'by a mumber of .dimunt groups. Jud;ing' S

_from Table ten, hnd from the fact thatihere is vir-

tually no waiting u.t for m Pacility for the edu-

cabdle nnt;l_ly nhrdod, and nry_ little for the train-



‘‘they have a

N o e
able mentally rotnrdod. there seems to ‘be no particular
fuclllty .hortagn at ngo.o lcvoll. All dfroe&orl of

o
facijities tor chudron with these lovoll of retardation
' indicated that the only usuai problems preventing '
‘nduobioh would. be a health problea requiring close

nalul rvuion. seisures, or phy-ical 1-»111:,.

Robln Haod Schoql is tho only .ehool oqulppod~ to;,mc

'childron M{n these problems, but they can ncco—i‘au
~only tnlvo.fthd those at the m. lvol. At prilont s
N .

1 qudtn of such cas . ,

" The facilities .'-hiizh' try to provide an educational
program tor ‘the. ucvonly/protonndly retarded are roln- _
uvoly new and tncludo Cox--cl COnurs the Rchabluntion
Socioty Child Dovolopont Center:; and the Lctivity
Center for .tao Doyondontv)‘hnd;cav\pod.v All may be termed
"cdmﬂ“l" in the ';mo that ai"l attempt to teach
ulf-bclp -nn-. toilet mird.ng. some social and -otor
skills. Bric Cor-ck c.nur has a hl@h proportion of
bed patidnts, but the staff .;(hgpu-to teach the pre-

‘viously mentiotied skille. These three centers in

Bdmonton (plus Wetaskiwin Center) are the only ones which
t.ry 10 ‘CARry ou&nn frnniud type of educatiomal prom-
for *nuly/protouuny retarded childron in the

’

) ld.ontau -r«. but all four centers have nlunc uct-.



. Gomplafnts {row People Involved
F mn\obuinod froa Su-vi.cn ror the mucappod ani
-hoving a shortage of tacuiuoa tor those childron who
are sdverel§ or profoundly retarded’ (Table 7) hre mpmﬂ‘
by co-plaintl ncoivod from di.rcctora of fncluttoo T
, corvlng all lonh of ntardod children: coqlalnt- about )
" the lack, of m;uuzu for the protoundly/uvoroly nandi-: ~
cdpped and -ultiply Mndicawd. - . |
Purther d-tn obuimd (Tables four and flvo) .hm a
-horno of space md proa-- for. ehndron ‘who have

. €

behavioral: -innn-ont problems and lntgrvton -l‘th dimtoﬂ
of facilities brought out co.phinu adout tho same
problen. ' ,

Co-pliinu re ing poor vo::atlunl oppo:ie(miu“ -
'boua the nuaber and type availabdle - also support data
cited in Tabdble 'vvon of u\for-uon from Services rom- the
Handicapped. . ‘

Information tro- Services for the l.hMlqnppod iden-
tifies three -jor areas of need: i) ‘prelrl- for the
unro{ly md profoundly retarded and mltiply r-ndiuppodt
2) programs” for cunmu with behaviar m-nt
‘problems; and 3) voention.l proa‘- \ An of these poo« A
were reflected in the complaints cu-d by facility. aipecs

tars, and by Dr. John Church, Diregter of Special Bduca-

>
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ummmhmmmcmunow@._-‘

.wmumuwwxedaumm

m.,& -u ww to mhly nm

L 'm-bqr- or-eboolu*cnlmwom-—t o“u-i! :
.muiltutun-hr-hoah-nnuydomt. anmt B

tu-t co\nd r dm. mrotm. me- to mo c.u-u

Nentally a.mu u-mmb at umum -umuu. ,

_c.mu n-n.ue- plus olmdun mocunon ror tho T

estimate tbojm-b.r of nw chudrin at d.ch lml . ,‘

-hocauldbooxpoctymmm.uucwwm-

}bor-itn upu-bcr‘houn been u.uaummmn o
- educational roquu-o.ont-. How close m .muu

mwi..inmhm.mtmmtmuﬁt
"1t is the best -nu.uo. B B
‘ Inthomootthmchll&on-homonuitm
un- booauo my are muy in m lmmo-~ '
;ruu ror them, it -a vu-mn,y 1w1uo to know mt
xmumm*mm.mnmumm
mmudu Wiﬂ‘w mu-ntan.-
nndonu were .ul.’ cuuxnu a8 hm in an inappro-
mhm l&tmtspml‘hnhnnm
mhhn.ut”ﬂtymlhbhhﬁ. B
xtuoai‘-uumm&umwm.u«n
MQWWMMmym
hard to find. pmmmmumm«r
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m lut umoo wmtu whieck ch mu cases

' do mot pnt momm in iu-oct ccnmt with their

.. \

eu.nu. .
| n m -numd mvimly. thoro oxl-u t.ho pos- o

uuuw nc mhp m the -uuu u-u of some m- _
,"uxuu. Nt at’ lll"llnh mu lists emumu tM Ihst |

 data uuuabh with mpct to uhool age thlmn -n.o

. C o

; o .
) have unmet vo?llml needs. ~ . . (. |
N ‘ : , o . . ' A o

J
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- 1. mro are eumﬁuy one hundred qa forty-eight .
chudrcn of uhn\m on waiting lists for some ‘type
. of .m«_um ftclll.ty in the Mton area.

2. Twenty point nine percent or mrty-m of the
chu.dron on waiting lists are currcnuy rocctvin( no
ccucauonnl program at all. The majority or_ thpu m‘
.female (5h.8%). The u- group with the largest nuaber
is the 15-18 year age group, (4#5.1%) and most are )
profoundly retarded. o e
3. The level or roturdod rnvlu the urp-t pro-
m of children with umt elducational needs is
that of the severely and profoumdly rdearded, althougn
tho larcnt humbers are at the moderate and mild lovola
. of roturd-tlon. . ' N
| &. The -Jerlty of those with unmet educational

t_uodh of any type are also in tho 1;—18 year age group’
(64%), followed by the other -p mp'in docuuinc
ﬁoquoncy ‘with descending age. MNost _(62.i$) are male.

I l'hirtj‘-throo percent ot those children with
unmet educational needs have bon-vior sanagement prob-
lems to u. degree. ¢

 6. The ma jority of children sooking oducatioml
pucmm roq\u.r- a .muat educational program,
lmolvin. ‘placemsnt at Cormack c.ntor. Wetaskiwin Center,
vputiml tralning, or some other typo of straignht

\

-oducationu placo-nt. o L -
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75" Por all of those children at the profoundly and

-‘oovonly nurdod lwol who oumntly rdy. %o oduc.tlolnl

procnl the reason h lack of upco Ln oxloun; pro{-

~ grams. Por the chlldron .t that l.. 1level who are

.. currently in’ xmwuu ‘programs, there is simply ’

no place else ‘for them to go. The number of chlimn 1n

each om two situations ie almost oqul. T
8. Por those children at the up.

vast majority of" needs were due to

phcount-. rather than to lack of space.

9. Authorities in the field and parents appear to
have a roua:qbiy.iccmu picture of the gaps An the

educational syster fo(tj the retarded in Rdmonton.

/



/lnto ons of ‘the categories in the group considered to be

‘1

Since there are at lo;ut one hundred and forty-eight
retarded children of school age in Edmonton’'who have been .
. . - ’ i

u'ud {fth Services for the Handicapped as having unmet

educational needs, ‘there are obviocusly some deficiencies

~in the systea of aveilable oducitun. It is qulto pooauno

that there are many more dases of oﬁucauoml need than
are recorded.

cxéhy. some way is needed to account for m children
to determine whether or not they are enrolled in a school
somewhere in Alberts other than in the Bdmonton regiom,

or elsewhere, whether or not the child in any way falls
¢

retarded, and what his current unmet educational needs

are, if any. [t would seem worthwhile to attempt to devise
a -tllod whereby this could be done, so that greater
accountability for the education of the retarded could
be established. o .

’ Thirty-one children are currently receiving no educa-
’tiw program at all, but since these are known about
only through a volnntnry listing, there could be many more.

There is at present no way of knowing how ‘many nt-rdcd
/

children there are in the Bdmonton area. so not all can

be said to have or even to not have a prograa.
It is clear that some additional specisl provision

s mn&nd for those retarded children who have behavior

mtnoblo—.ummmumum:-mtrd/o

-
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of the childrem listed are Q?'Ghlt type.

The most severe shertage of .fwmhu prograns
seems to lie at the -oior-ta and -fld lovnla.‘oo it
would appear that additional racllltto- with axtorn-tlvo /
prw are needed in the th area for these ~
chllqran. It would sees vnlu.blo to survey the individual
cases of those children who are doo-d to have “inmappro-
priate™ educatiomal plnec-tnt anordcr to dotcralno

exactly what further Go!icionctol may exist |4 labtle
educational facilities for the retarded in Bdmonton
area. '

Since the numbers of profoundly l‘:ld"nnx;oly-ulhrdo& '
children with .ducationni needs are smaller, itlvould‘
eem that they should dbe more quickly and c..lly?inkon
are of. Perhaps additions to existing facilities such
as Bric Cormack Center and Vetaskiwin Center are called
for, as well as added provisions and space for facilities
such as the Child Development Center and the Activity ‘\\}
Center. | ‘ ‘
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-8ditleonal espasity ia appreved suddivisieas

QIReC astinstes, June 35, 1970)
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The Rodcn refers to tho touo-mg houth unitse
“Nepte Jasper, ld-en. Stony Phl.u-hc Ste Annes
- Bagte llorthmtom um. Ii.nlnra-'.muen. Vomvnloa
3 ¢ Lleduc-Strathoona, and the northom mn- of
: ‘ﬂT 'Albomomt cont‘ul '
* Nerths Sturgeen, Athnhoca. I.D. 10. I.D. 283 and
~ Rdmonton City. npuunon base of this region at.
tha time of the nu-ny m ‘approximately 81o.ooo.
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Information nprdlu school mentally rct.rdoé

chtlmn dntanud as having unmet sducational needs
by the lloodp Survey (1975) includeds

. .1.
2.

..

Se

) T

age '- )
sex " ; oo \ ('
retardation level L

-mltlc t.cnity chilad is nitlu tor or - typo_
of taculty chnd mod-

rOAson uot m in multy

-n.m:- or not child m w pro;rn while
nltin;, and if .o. 'horo



dmonton ties Vis d ~

ncunxn where an .tu-pt was ngde to obtain

interview material were:

1.
. 2
© Je
b,

Se
6.

7.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12
13.

Edmonton Separate School
Bamonton Public Schvol Boerd
Apuvlty Center for the Doyoﬂflont‘ Handicapped
Bdmonton Rehabilitation Sociqty Child Develop-
ment Center ‘
'i.nnlfrcd Stewart School
Bric Coruack Center
Robin Hood School - L»,.
L.Y. Cairns Vocatiomal School _
Wes tern Incn-trm Rounrcg: and Training Center
Glenrose School Hospital

St. Albert School Board

County of Strathcona School mvuion

Summer Dovolop.nul m-nopu't.nt of Health -

_ and Social Development

b U2

15.
16.

Evelyn Unger School for Learning & language Devel-
opment - |
Bdmonton School for Autigtic Children

¥.P. Wagner High School

An{imterview could 'uot ve. coimwua with The Summer

Developmental Progras p.r.ml. as that lrcm- was no
1onpr I.n mntien.

»
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n t ndivid cilities §in

Inf-d;-tion obtained at each facility included:

1. type of client--level of .retardation or other ' -
" description : T~ " ) ‘

A R L
_ 2, ages of clientele ) : -

’

3.‘,,;,{/n'unbor served
lo.b program offiud - )
5. source of nt;rrzln arid/or admissions
6. funding S ‘s ‘
7. whether or not thers is a waiting lists and if sb,
‘wherever possible 't'o obﬁin |
--age of child at interview .
--date |
--where referral came from
--level of retardation of child
--reason why child is on niiing list s
---m§ child is doing while waiting (eg. in a pro-.
gan?) |
8. vhotﬁor or not there is a record of children
" turned down | ﬂ
It had been hoped to odtain the same information h‘n!'.
as for #7, but all facilities indicaﬁ that no }rcccrdlb
is kept unless child is put ca waiting list.
9. complaints about educational provisions for mentally
retarded children

. A | N
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\

Dats g.bggm frep Parents Interviewed

Parents who cmonud' o o interviewed were asked

a standard set of quo-tlgm about their retarded chil-.

arens

9
10.

11.

12.

3.

'e | “

ages

eex) ‘

diagnoeis of child’s problem;
c.\l-o. if known;

how lm child has been st
who referred them to the 'ﬁ' o b
-'hnt route was taken to get cl;ud adiit‘t.odl
how long it took to get child in from the time of
initwml 'dwucauonl

other children? their ages?

whether or not the chig is on s -iltinc list for
any other ‘conh'n

whether parents had in mind any particular facility
which they wished éuld to progress tojg :

what goals parents hope the child will be able to
reachs | . '

vcuplnlnh__ with present neillty or with systea of
minuo education for their child in general? °

f\
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