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\
o ABSTRACT

v

| The development ofdchildren's public library services in the city

.of Edmonton, Alberta, in”the years between 190; and l967'is’the subject
of this study. Contextdsl{material that.pntlines'the major events.in |
‘the North Americanﬁhistory of‘children's.public library'services‘is U

b - . . N

prbVided, as is information on Edmoriton's social, cultural and
educational milieu during'the yedrs under iﬁVestigation.' Particdlar
attention is‘givenrto Edmonton's school library ssfﬁices and to the
interplay between the school and the public library. ”%our time spans
within the sixty-year span are demarcated and described in some detail.
The first period following the passage of Alberta's Public Libraries
Act in 1963 and the opening of Edmonton s first two public library
bnildings in 1913, was one of establishment. Completion of a new main
1ibrary-building (partiallpvfinanced by the Carnegie Corporation)'in
1923 highlighted the beginning of the second phase, a period of growth
in children s programming and service despite finaneial restraints. The
third time span, encompassing the.yGQFS_IQAQ to 1955,vwas.characterizedr
, A , RN N . o ,
by the expansion'of service to children»through”bookmobilesvand branch ~
libraries,-as-the'Edmonton fnblic Library‘strnggled to{keep up.with_a
rapidlp growing}population. :Increased contact-with schoolranthorities.
presssre'for'a new main building, the opening of several more:branch
libraries and the - onset of a disturbing decline in the circulation of

'

children s books marked the final decade.

iv.
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Chapter I
THE PURPOSE

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of thio.-tudy is to trace the development of public
librnty service to ?dmonton'n Jhildren in ‘the years between 1901‘nnd
1967. - This time span covers the active years of‘groéth that fall between

. the passing of the Public Libraries Act ty the Alberta legislature in .
1907 and the closing, in 1967, of the Carnegie building that served for :
many\&earg as Edmonton's main library. .fhe Edmonton Public Library was

chosen- for this study Secausé it is one of two major Alberta libry

with a well-established tradition of community service (the othe
" the Calgary Public Library).
Description and analysis of service to children, against the general -
-background of Edmonton's social, cultura; énd educational character, is
the major focus of this investigation. ‘Since the 1930'9 library
- . historians have been gradualiy shifting away ffbm purely antiquarian
research and toward research based on the belief that libraries must be
studied in the context of societal influences.l Classic studies such as

[

Jesse Shera s Foundations of the public librarx_have been based on this

’,belief. Similarly, this study is based on the premise that public
,iibrary work with children should be examined not only within the
framework of the public library movemént, but_aiso within a broader
cultural context. The puﬁiic library, as described ann interpreted by
Shera2 and accepted by the writer, is a social-;gency which is determined
by the pattern of society. Anothet social agency, and ope that has had

&

1
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a particularly wmiucm: impact on the history of public library
\  service to child i{s the school. Because of this close public
“1ibrary/school rR:iomMp. s dimcussion of Edmonton's ach&ol library
services was seen to be an intsgral part of this examination,
It is mport;m:‘ that Alberta's libx:nry history be recorded and
analysed. Too often such research is neglected totally or left until a
time when Ehe process itself is seriously hampered by the dispersal or
diuaépcarlncc of people and documents. Little work has been done to
this point on ¢ollecting, organizing and publishing material related to
the history of Alberta's public libweries. While many 4ndividual
libraries in the province have ;ollected archival ;itctinl relevant to
&3 4 their growth, few attempts have been made to publish in-depth accounts
‘\ of edrly 1{braries or librarians. In 1964 the Edmonton Library
Assocation initiated i project which was to culminate in the publication
of a history of Alberta lib;ary development. This project was turned
over, in 1966, to the Alberlp Library Association (with its larger
membership and province-wide scope) and a committee that included librarians
E.J. Holmgren, Margafet MCCallum‘and Eugene Olson began wérﬁ.
Unfortunately,-t£e project had to be abandoned because of the

Association's commitment to other activities(3 This gap in the recording

of our history does a disservice to those peoﬁle, some of whom are still
living, who pioneered library service in Alberta. for librarians now
1nyolved in public 115rary service in the province, a lack of knowledge
about their "roots' must surely be seen as a loss, for retrospective
examination is critical to future érowth.

. . . a knowledge of history is esse;tial to the librarian's

complete intellectual equipment . . . history is the logical
starting point for almost every inquiry Ynto the nature and .



.

function of the library as social agenéy.4
. . . . 1

Nowhere. is this kpowledge more germane than in the area of childfen's
public ;ibrarY'seryidés., Problems of declining circulatidn,

understaffing and underfunding are forcing children's librarians to re~

>

examine their roles and there is no better place to start than at. the
. N - N

beginning,

~ We say blandly, confidently, "Children are our hope for the future."
Are they? Are we making that possible? '

Perhaps children's librarians can help make it possible through ‘
;/ deeper understanding and revitalization of their historic mission
and through‘déeper understanding of the consequences of social
change and its meaning for childhood.  With many aspects of our
society showing strain and instability, there is no service in the
public library- more important ‘than children's service. It is the
. base, upon which future library usage depends.5 '

i

Y

. Historical Background

“?ublic library éervice to éhildreg'pad its North Americaq begihqiﬁgs
ih\the §ears betwegn i%??’and 1900'ﬁ§é;'6rganized efforts to:iﬁprové
chil@ welfare led to a desire ;oﬂimﬁ;ove the dpporgﬁni%ies children had
to ;e;d worthwhile literature. Reading rooms aﬁd qircﬁlation desks were |
6péneﬁ to child;en amd tﬁe need{for professional guidance‘in the

¥selecti§n‘of juvenile books began to be‘recognized. This moVement'fof
increased: access by chil&ren to p@blic library materigls wag first
promoted withjvigor'in larger centres in north-easte?n United States .in
ﬁpé decade followin§118%6, with eastern Canadian'lib;arians téking’ug'the
banner in the years closer to 1900,-(aﬁd'thé western provinces following

3

suit several years later).

: ' : & ’ '

In the twenty years following the turn of the century, children's
work was developed across the continent by piqﬁeering librarians who

established service tq.children on a departmental basis and extended it

H



¢ . , .
into branch libraries. Criteria for the evaluation of children's

literature were determined and individual ehd'group methods of;readiog
Aguidance initiated. Thie rush of activity rn the early twentieth |
century Wae spurred on by the advent of recognized training progrems
“for chil@ren's librarians. During these years preesure was also being'
put on public;and parochial“échools to provide ﬁore learning resources

for their.students}>rn a. movement awayffrom textbook centered study and

oA ) i

toward actibrty—based iearﬁfhé;{fﬂot always were educatbrs wiiling'or‘
able,fﬁowever, toiessume the responeiofliﬁy for providing the meterials
needed for change and theyresouroes of the public library were:often
overgexeo By the volume of reference work being-oarried out by pupils at
both secoodary and elementary levels. Patterns of shared'library/school
responsibility began toéemerge in response to these pressures. Exampleé
of this cooperation inciuded bulk book‘loans toiclessroom teachers,
regularly scheduled visits of children s librarians to schools and, on
- occ331on, the establlshment of a branch llbr;ry in the school, prov1d1ng
1Service‘to_the adult community as well as ‘to the children.

fhe thirty years following,l920 were years,of;consolidation, S
standardizatlon and “the exploratlon of new horizons in chlldren s llbrary
service. Greater numbers of chlldren were using librarles and there were
.even greater demandskfor materials for school assignments,_demands thatv
.oere difficulr'ro meetvbecaose of the drasticall& redueed"budgets of the.
- 1930's. During these years special rooms and book ooilections for
teen-age readers began to appear, as did the preschool or picture book
story hour. Professional associations’of children's librarians, which
had‘been orgaoized in earlier yearsi grew io numbers and influence. In

ﬁhebschools the need for improved library service, particularly at the

W Py



higﬁ schoql ;ével, was aeknowledged-and steps were taken to upgrade
resources. . _ ‘ : | o e

dSideel950,behiftidg populatidn dovemedts, the arrival of television,
dand tpe,realities of ecenomie apd'educatiodal dieadventage have:presented
the;fuﬁlie 1ibraty with dew ehallenges; Many city centree areﬂoceupied- °
by;the poor, while . the suburbs are often p&puiatediby youné, financially
.5eechre femilies{ .While\preéchool_story»hou:s hé&e ﬁloutieﬂed‘as a strong

o

family contact, children's libfatiahs have had to undetrtakenew directions

L}
1
~

ih,admiﬁistration and progtamming to effset declining circulation.
'Finelly,~andﬁﬁost‘importantly,,changes in seciety are‘bringing'about

an epperentféhange in childredﬁ; a>change thet children's librarians are
just beginning to assess as they:prepare to meet the challengee of the

future.

Methodoldgz

, Both prlmary and secondary resource materlals were used in the
preparationvof this study. Louis Gottschalk in his well- known book on
the art of Qritingdhistory, defines a primat§‘squrce as "the testimqny 
of an eyewitness, or of avwitneSS by any other of the senees, or of a
mechanicel devicevlike thendictaphone.ﬁ7' Most of the primery materiél‘
used in this stddy hes been culled from the archives of the Equpton‘
~Public Library and includee the minutes of tpard meetings, library
catalogues, peWSpaper articles and annual reports. - It shouid be noted
that "annual feports for the years 1923 to‘l940 were missidg frem th@
archlves, along w1td reports by the children s librarians for theee
vyearst Another source used was the personal interview wity individuals

directly involved 1n Edmonton S llbrary;development. Although not a

»
P
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primary document as such, the interview does stand in the same

4

relationship to the original event and its value in recapturing some of
the past.’cannot be'overlooked.. Whenever possible, written accounts of:
events that were ‘published close to the date ofﬂthevactual event were
used and accepted as more reliable than later reports, particularlv

* those that were written for posterity.

Secondary sources were chosen\io\\their usefulness in augmenting
v \

~.

primary materiql; Facts ‘become more significant when they are considered

: Ty
against their social, political and economic background. Included among

these seconte) sources are books and articles that deal with Edmonton‘s,
growth as a city and material that examines the general history of,North

American public library service to children.

Definitions

"Children s library services" are, for thebpurposesiof this study;
defined as the means undertaken by individual public.libraries.to achieve
the overall obJectives of services to children. These objectives; which.

. were developed commonly accepted and often quoted in the years under

investigation, have been stated by Harriet Long, EmerituS'Professor of

1~

0

.CasejWestern University's School of Library Science, in 1953 as: 1) to
make a wide and varied collection of books easily available; 2) to give ///

guidance to children in their choice of books and materials; 3) to share, //.

-/
4

extend and cultivate the enjoyment of reading as a voluntary, individual‘/
: _pursuit; 4) to encourage-lifelong education through the use of public
library resources; 5) to help the‘ hild to develop/to/the”full his’
personal ability and his social understanding, 6) to serve as a social

force in the community together with other agencies concerned with the



.7/

child's welfare.8
»"Chrldren" are, for the purposes of this study, defined‘as

‘individuals between the ages of %ive and eighteen, encompassi?g, as well,
the "young adult" category. - Within this study the term "main iibrary"
refers to the 1ibrary first opened on Edmonton s north side, which was
housed' in the Carnegie building on Macdonald Drive from 1923 to 1967. The
."children s department" refers to the area and the personnel in the main
1;brary,-or ih,any of the branch libraries, which provides children's
serv‘vi’ees' . ’ -

- , . . 1

t
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Chapter II

- LY

SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE

Service to Children in North American . T \ o
Public Libraries. N . .

The development of children's services in North Amerﬂcanubublic.
. . R

: C - ‘ o .
~libraries has been given some treatment in the literature, although only

0" ) N ) . . . l
a limited amount of this material directly concerns Canada. -Perhaps the
best historical outline of the American past in children s library-

S P

service is found in Harriet G. Long s Pubiic Library Service to Children; «

o

Foundation and Development.2 In addition-to tracing the,status of

childhoOd from colonial-times on, Long attempts to place service to
.children. in historical perspective by examining political, social and .
economic factors. Particular attention is focused in this study on the

f growth of service to children by the Cleveland ‘Public Library. General
/

i

outlines of the ise’of'children s libraries in the United States can also
//”//_//_//,,r

»—f*”””;’;/bgrfound in a number of journal articlesr Manuel D. Lopez s_article, )
"Children‘s Libraries; Nineteenth Century American Origins";3 focuses on
the early years of development,‘nhile Elizabeth Nesbittfs "Library Service
toChildren"4 and(Sara Innis Fenwick's “Library Service to Children and
:Young PeoPLe"S both cover a broader historical spectrun and conclude with

an examination of current trends in the field. It is noteworthy that

both of these latter articles comment on the close relationships between the
school and the library. This relationship is examined in greawer depth

din borothy M. Broderick's article, "Plus ca Change: Classic Patterns in.

]

- -
,Public/School Library Relations."6
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1

: Ahother avenue of approach to 'the topic of”childreﬁ's serQices is
the investigation of the history of a particuIQr‘library's work in this -

area. OneAexampleﬁbf this approach can be found in Eighty Years of

Service: Atﬂistégy of thé Children's Department of the Seattie Public
’ Lib:agz, by Linda J. Bt8§é.7' In this study, the role of the children's
department in the social, culﬁur#i’hnd éducationaI hiétory of the city
‘is assessed.in'somé detail. . |
RegrOSpective inte;pretations like the abo;; become more valuable
when psed in conjﬁﬂctigﬁ with accounts fromlobservers or participants.

.

" The United States*Bureau of Education's'report,of 1876 on Public Libraries

in the United States df America contains a special éection titled
| "Publi; Libraries and the Young"8, in which Wiiliam I. Fletcher raises
cfucial queétiqns abdutrthe public .library's responsibility to the-youﬁg.
As ii#rary work'with children dévéloped in the foliowing years,
librarians began to prepare surveys that wéuld provide an assessment of
tbeiﬁétate of“Lhé aft"f"Boﬁh Caroliné Hewins ‘and Lutig E. Stgarns,were
ﬁgrtiCulgrly active in this\régard, and Stearns' "Repqrt on Reading
.for the Young",9 published in 1894 which surveyed 195 librarie‘sk in the
United States and Canada, is a valuable source of information about eafly
conditions. vTopics covered by this sﬁrvey iﬁcldde age reétricﬁion policieé,

school use of public library material and techniques that individual

libraries use to encourage young readers. AliceHazeltine's ﬁibra{y Work

with Children,lo which appeared in 1917, is a useful work that reprints
papers and addresses from key~figures in the Americaﬁ children's library
movement such ‘as Carolihe Hewins, Annie Carroll Moore and Fré£ces'Jenkins
Olcotf. |

On the Canadian scene, L.C. Burpee's article, 'Canadian Libraries of



11

Long Ago",ll‘provides some background on libraries in the West during the

- fur trade years, although their possible use by ghildren is not discussed.

¢

Mary Saxe's article "With the Children in Canada"12 presents a
pefsonéiized account of‘early library c&nditions across tﬁe nation in 1912.
A study of children's libraries by Gwendolen Rees > publishe&“in‘l924
focuses on libraries 1n.Great Britain, the Briﬁiﬁﬁ Empire, the United
States and continental Eu;qpe. _Canadian children's work is discuésed in

a chapter that emphasizes work in the province.of'Ongario after the turn
of the century. During the 1930's, a Commission of Inquiry Into the
Lib?afy Situation'in Canada,rchaired.by John Ridinggoq,IA published its
findings.' Special attention is given to library services for children in
this report and the Edmonton Public ﬁiﬁrary is one of'the major
metrépolitan libraries discussed. ‘LouiS¢‘Riley's article "Fifty Years of
Library.Servicé in Albert:a",15 presents 5 two page overview'of public
libfary growth ip urban and ru;al Alberta from 1907 td‘l954., An Informal‘

¥

History of Library Service in British Columbia by Marjorie C. Holm.es,16

published in 1959, presents highiights_inAthe development of the
prdvince's libraries from the time of the fur traders up to the late'1950's,

giving some attentidn to services for children. As We Remember It, edited

by Marion Gilrdy and Samuel Rot:hstein,l7 delves further into the history

of libréry development in British Columbia by presenting a number of

interviews with pioneering librarians. Once again, there is some

discussion of children's work. Violet Coughlin's étudy, Larger Units of

Public Library Service in Canada,18 discusses’ the growth of library service

-

in rural areas with particular reference to Prince Edward Island, Nova

Scotia, and New Brunswick. All three of these provinces have similar
\ ;

economic conditions, and Coughlin provides an analysis of each area's

N



growth in rural library se}vices, noting;:he variations in}amount and kind
of service actually provided. A brief discussion of public library:
iegislation and professional leadership in the West, as well as in the
East in the years between 1882 and 1960 brecedes‘the case studies, but no
‘httempt,is made to document'the histofy of urban librery services. An
ambitious-examinatioe of Canadian libraries was completed several &ears
later by Elizabeth Hdmer Mortoh in her thesis, "Libraries in the Life of
the Canadian Nation, 1931—1967."19 Liﬁited coverage is given in this
docement to the history of pubiic libraries in Alberta's major centres,
and to their work with children. The article by Harry Newsom and Marian

Richeson, in Canadian Libraries in their Chan g g Environment,20 is

similarly limited since it surveys all types of library service in each of

the prairie provinces. Alberta Rural Libraries Project,21 released in

1974 by the same authors, presents a detailed look at rural library
.services in Alberta, but once again the focus is not on the cities. This
focus is provided, with particular reference to Edmonton, in Glenn

Mel}er's non-thesis project of 1979, "Edmonton Public Library, l923f1967;

the Carnegie Era",22 which'tracee‘the history of the main librafy in some

.
Vr

detail. This study covers the years from 1923 to 1967, but children's
services "are not dealt with in debth. ’Ka;hleen Bowman'e non—;hesis
project, "Hietory of the University of Alberta, Extemsion Library, 1913-
1945",23 gives some discuesion of liBrary service.to rural Alberta

children. " Currently in progress in Marie Matiaszow's survey of services

12 -

fo,cﬁildren in Alberta public libraries,.z4 which will document the level - -

of services to children for the 1980 fiscal year. This survey will
include the Edmonton Public Library, but the study's purpose precludes

any discussion of historical,development.
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Chapter III

H
i

A

THE CHILDREN'S LIBRARY: A MORAL FORCE
IN THE COMMUNITY

Social Reform and Children 8
Reading

North"America, at the tsrp of the century, was characterized by

expanding industrialization, bprgeosing metropolitan aress and far some,

a rising ssand;fd df;livieg. Many parensn were able to %evote more time
and monéy to the improvement of their children's lives. vIt was a tlme of
social reform, a time for an increasing awareness qé children as future
citizens and poteﬁlial upholders of the demoeratic state. Child rearing
became a subject of intense scrutiny and soul-searching and the theories
of influential psychologists like Dr. L. Emmett Holt and Granville Stanley
Hall‘yere topics of discussion for the largely -middle-class child:study

\
l

N ngups that sprang up all over the continent. Holt's book, The Care and

S

Feeding of Children, went through dozens of editions betweeh 1894 and

1934, and Hall's two volume publication, Adolescence, was the first
intensive examination of the teen years.

But not enly middle-class men and woman were invelved\in_this turn of
the century social reform movement. The working class was also active in

this movement, for industrialization had brought them more than their ?:41
- ‘ . ;

shsre of problems. an clties, families were crowded

into haStily;built tenements and unscrupulous employers exploited women

and children. If there were compulsory school attendance laws, they were
/
seldom enforced and many children rarely saw the-inside of a classroom.

AN -

lg)x»»”*Unibns began to take up the cause, lobbying for control of child
15
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immigration, for limitations on the ages un@ hours for young workers
and for changes in the aducational nytt-m.z
Along with this apparent concern and appreciation for children, an

avareness of the influence of reading in a child's life dqvnIEbeh.

Parents in Canada, as well as in the United States, were exhorted to guide
their children to "suitable literature".

Parents in this Canada of ours have too little concern in what
children read. It is in the training of the children that

the hope of our country lies. If children's minds are kept
pure in the early stages of their growth, fewer preventive

laws will be needed for adults. b

But where to find this material? Prior to the 1850's the Sunday School
libraries were often the only libraries (with the exception of private

libraries) that were available to North American children“ and their

?

collections left something to be desired.

The trouble with the Sunday School lib¥aries' is that those who
buy the books for them are unable to distinguish between good
fiction and bad and hence tabvo a great deal of the best of
the world's literature by condemning all fiction except the
story of the boy who got converted and went as a missionary to

the Fiji Islands.? .

Mechanics Institute Libraries, because of the technical nature of their

c;llectidns, were of limited value to children. Also generally out of

the reach of children were the subscription libraries popular in North
~pmerica ir the 1800's which pooled bookﬁvpe;onging torindivfduéi’memberé
[ghgtpaid,aﬁfannﬁEI”féé'fo maintéinwéhe collection. There were some

public libraries in existence at this time, but most of them also turned

a blind eye to the reading needs of children by fixing a certain age,

usually twelve to fOurteén, below which youthful borrowers were

6

prohibited.’

The situation was not static, however, and by 1876 the grandwork



'

. was being laid for the openinb of American public library doors'to

children. The influential fébdrt on Public Libraries in the United

States (op. cit.) was published in that year. 1In addition to a compilation

N : . 03 ) ‘ ) ] . ‘ - I3 : /
of statistiecs, it included articles by .eminent librarians on the role

of the public library in American life. Prominent‘among these articles

" was one by W1lllam I. Fletcher tltled "Public lerarles and the Young'

Fletcher condemned the c1051ng of "library doors to the young, clalmlng

that it should be the: publlc llbrary s task as an educatlonal

o
o

library, working as an édjunct of .the public schobl system,‘had a

&
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»,1nstitut10n to accept the young as early as possible. He stated that the

mission to sélect'only‘the best from the world of juvenile literature and

to encourage '"youthful demands for culture'.

To the thousands of young people in whose homes there is none of
the atmosphere of culture or of the appliances for it, the public
library ocught to furnish the means of keeping pace intellectually
with. the more favored children of homes where good books abound
~and their subtle influence extends ‘even to those whe are too young
tcz read and understand them.. If it fails to do this it is hardly
a fit adjunct to our.school svstem, whose aim it is to give _every
man a chance to be the equal of every other man, if he can.’

It is difficult to assess the direct impact of Fletcher's article,

‘but his plea for, cooperation between public libraries .and scbool§ was

answered, in part, by ‘the course of events in the vears following 1876.

Changes in teaching and in subject matter called for additional study

resources to supplement fagtual textbooks and more fictioﬁ books‘were‘

needéd to foster the appreciation f6r~good literature'that was being

encoufagg@ in the classroom. Cooperative arrangeﬁents, such as special

loan privileges to teachers‘and small deposit librariés in schoolrooms;
, o

were common in the United States in the years up to l9OO.8 A special

department for service to schools was opened by the New York Free
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‘Cirgulatory Libréry'as early as 1897. 1In the following year, the
Buffalo Public Library, with thevcoopefation of school authofities,
devised a similar plan.9

Growth of Children's Librery Services

in the United States and Canada
(See Table 1)

3

These arrangementis with schools were gradually overshadowed by ﬁhe
public liBrary's growing commitment to more.direct forme‘of service to
children. An outstan%?ﬁg/;ioneer in ehis early puﬁlic librarylchild:eﬁ's
work was CarolinevM?.Hewins, who in 1875 became librarian at the Young
Men's Institdte,_a sdbscription libraryvin.Hertfordh Connecticut.-
Cenvinced that children should be reading worthier Books than those
written by%;atiof Alger and Oliver Optic, she began ‘to build a |
children's book collection. The list of recommended books she developed
in 1883 was welcomed by librarians and parents eagerbfor some kind of
profess%dnal guidance.’ In 1893 the much enlarged Young Men's Institute
'~¥ibrar§ became the free Hertfogd Public Libfary and Miss‘Hewins‘
intensified her work with children. Stofies were read and eometimes‘told
to'g;oups of children end,public‘schools were visifed. 1In the decéde
between 1882 and 1892, Mies Hewihs also presented reports on her surveys
of-public library service to children to the Conference of Librerians.
Response to her 1893 survey was heartenlng Of the 146 public libraries
which responded, one—fourth had no age llmlt at all and flve already had

special children's rooms, the first one be1ng opened in the basement of
the Brookline_(Massachusetts)_Public Library in 1890. 10 One'year later
Lutie Stearns ef the Milwaukee (Wisconsin) Public Library delivered a

paper titled "Report on Reading for the Young" to the 1894 conference of

the American Library Association. She urged librarians to abolish age
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limits and to provide special rooms for children with designated

attendants. It was at this conference that the first general meeting
,./

devoted to a discussion of'library,service,to'children'tabﬁ/piace,

Children were finally being recognized_as a part of the public whose
needs could‘be best met bpbtheir own quarters; tﬁeir own book
éoilection and by a staff whose sole duty was to serve them.

There was no shor}age af dedicated staff members for these
children's libraries, as‘was’evidenéed by the organizatiqn in 1900 of
a group known as tae Clut of'Chaidren's Librarians, chaired'by'Anne
_CarrollvMpore of the Pratt Institute.ll Avshert time.later this group

‘becaﬁe the Section for Children's Librarlans of the American Library

Association. In 1906 Moore was, appointed chlldren s librarian’ at New

A

York Public Library, where she was to remain for many years‘developing
staff and services; and doing outstandingiwork in the area of seiection
criteria.far children's literature.12

Children;s serviee was no longer considered an eaperiment and»byi
1908uthere were‘children's rooms or departments in many American cities
including Cleveiand, New York, Philadelphia, and St. Loais;;s in Canada,
the'progreseion followed a similar path ’with school/library arrangemente
pav1ng the way for chlldren S serv1ces in: publlc libraries. Ontario,
which introduced the first free publlc llbrary 1eglslation in 1882, 14 was
perhaps the furthest ahead. The Sarnia Public Library introduCed open
access and initiated a story hour in 1906. Within a few years
approximately a'ddzen Ontario'libraries hadvopened their doorsvto
children, with eight of these libraries maintaining separate Ehildren's

rqoms.15 Added impetus was given to this trend in 1908 when the Ontario.

Minister of Education appointed Miss Spereman, the Sarnia librarian

0



"as an:itinerent childten's-services eonsuitant.l6 Library programs for
children soon became firmly established in Toronto, Fort William,
Kitthener and Ottawa, with Toronto leading the way }n’the_development

of innovative programs. In 1912 the Toronto Public Library had only

one childfen's‘department, but byl1924 it could boaét»oﬁ;fifteen (one ¥
at each Btanch). Guided-by Lillian H. Smith, head ef‘the ﬁqys' and

Girls' Division, and the firSt qrained'Cahadian childten's lihrarian,

. the Toronto'libraty established a ﬁrogram of services for'child&ii o
featuring school visits, story hours and reading clubs. . Miss Smi h, a
graduate of Victoria College in Toronto and Carnegie Library School in
Pittsburgh had come to Toronto in 1912 at the request of George Locke,
the Chief Librarian.17 Weekly round table conferences of children's
iibrafian's that focused on bookvselection and ﬁébgfam ideas were also
institute.d.18 |

Although Quebec was one of the ptovincesvwithout eerly public

' _ o _ ot <,
library legislation;l9 there was some development in childreh's services

dufihg this time.  In the English-speaking Montreal eubhrh of WEStﬁount,
a‘speeially'deSighed‘children's room waslopened‘inv19ll. The chief
n;ibrar{an had persuaded’her committee to build a wing for chiidren, with.
low bookcases and furniture and a eeparate enttance. Children ‘who could
sign their names were. allowed to take oup-two books at -a tlme.z*O The

w
' McLennen Travelling Library from McGill Uniyersity,'which had been founded'
i;-IQOl, offered some service to rural Quebec.families.%} ’ ‘

Public library legislation, moéelled.on the Ontario protbtype, was
passea in British Columbia‘1189i), Manitoba (1899), Sashatchewan_(l906),

and Alberta (1907), and services to children developed at varying rates

in these provinces. In British Columbia a system of travelling libraries

'



A b } _
was started in 1898 and by 1905 there werev90 libraries in circulation. o

Thede libraries were sent out to applicants who paid $6.00 for a locked
- case of literary.gems. Users included séhools, Women's"Institutes,
‘librarf societies and reading rooms. For those who'lived in Vﬂctoria,
Vancouver, or New Westminster, a public library was available from 1891
on. Victoria s first library had two qeading rooms, one for the general
22

'vpublic and the other for women - and children.

fl

Many of Canada s early libraries were made possible by building .
grants'from the American Carnegie Corporation. \It has been estimated |
that between 1901 and 1917, Carnegie gave $2,500;000 for library buildings
in 125 Canadian Cities and space forlchildren was always included in the
plans. lThe adult book collection in these libraries was generally at
one end of the main room and children's books at the otherh with a loan
desk in the centre .to serve both.23

Alberta also had a small network of travelling libraries in use at

about the same as its public libraries were beginning\to'be

oranized. Albert Otteugll4‘directgr of the University of Alberta's
Department of Extension, initiated these libraries.and by the fall of

. 1913, 25 of themkWerevready for circulation;24 In rural areas, as well,
reading and the establishment of small local libraries run by VOlunteers
was encouraged by associations like the Women's Institute; the‘l.O;D.E.
and the Women's Christian Temperance Union. Prominent suffragettes like
Nellie McClung“also did much to promote the enjb&ment of éood literature
vby women and children. Mrs. ﬁcClung; for example, organized a reading
club that met ror a number of years aronnd 1914 in a small Edmonton

' bookstore.25 The public library movement expanded slowly but surely in’

. the newly formed western@provinces. By 1912 there were fully fledged



24

public‘libraries operating in Regina, Winnipeg and Calgary.26 The
Calgary Public Library, which.opened in 1911 under Chief Librarian
Alexander Calhoun, quickly developed a strong children's department.
Ruth G. Hopkins of Brooklyn, a Specialist in children's york, took over.
the Boys' and Girls' Department in October, 1913 and in later years,
other highly qualiried children's librarians, including writer Louise .
Riley, carried on the tradition of service.2

Criteria for Book Selection and B
Specialized Training |

The leaders wbo began to emerge in the field of cbildren's work
wasted little time in confronting the controversial subject of book
selection policy. Their viewpoint, as expressed by'Clara Whitehill Hunt,
Superintendent of the Children's Department at Brooklyn Public Library,
was clear and unc0mpromising. |

We claim for the children's library the possibility, the duty,

of. being a.moral force in the community. . . . We know that

every book we give these boys and girls will have some'effect
in changing, shaping, strengthening their ideas and so moulding
their habits and characters.
Although a bookjs ethiealvqualities were -to be considered first in the
selection process, literaryqualities were not to be overlogked. Caroline
Burnite of the Cleveland Public Library, another early leader in the
field, stressed the need for knowledgeable librarians who could steer
boys and girls away from the popular, but shallow, Alger books and
"silly boarding school stories' 129 toward classics in juvenile literature
like Treasure Island Unless’guided in this'manner, she stated,

%

children would perversely insist on reading a poor class of book.

30

Librarians in the United States and Canada were also encquraged to

study the latest yorks in child psychology, the better to cope with
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their young charges. M.J. Black, a librarian in Fort William, Ontario,

‘urged her fellow workers to make use of Hall's book on adolescence.

It is unfortunate that the only book that adequately covers the
specifi¢ phase of adolescence is Stanley Hall's bulky two volume
one, as the beginner 1s apt to be frightened by its size. That
could be avoided by confining one's attention to the preface,
which gives a short history of the subject and to chapters eight
and fggrteen, which consider particularly the question of the
girl.

‘Guided by their ideals, children's librarians began to inveétigate
methods that would motivate children to read high quality'literature and

that would also provide a framework for their own professional guidance.

‘Anne Carroll Moore of the Pratt Institute introduced the highly effective

story hour as-early as 1896 and it was soon a common feature in

children's library programs.32‘ Reading ‘clubs for children, often led by

community leaders with special interests or hobbies, also.flourished.

Cooperation with schools and other %ommunitY‘agencies was actively

pursued by many librarlans In fact, the entire. agenda of the- 1909 and

1910 meetings of the Sectlon for Children's Librarians of the American

Library Association centered on the value of cooperating with other K}JM,

agencies and individuals concerned with the welfare of children.33 It was‘

I I
not uncommon for branch librariqs to be located in elementary school

» buildings and classroom visits dy librarians, who introduced the library's

services or gave bookktalks? in%reased.

As the role of the.children's librarian eXpanded, the need for
epecial training became more and more apparent. A" course for the training
of children's librarians began at Pratt Institute Library School in 1899.
and‘a year later Frances Jenkins Olcott of the Carnegie Library of |

Pittsburgh began special classes for children's room assistants. Within

‘a year the demand was so great that the informal Pittsbnrgh classes were
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.

reorganized as a formal training school for children's librarians.
The curriculum was expanded,iwith financial encouragement from'Andrew
Carnegie, into a two year course.

Canadian training courses began some years later with four week
summer courses offered by the Ontario Department of Education. By 1919
the course, now known as the Ontario Library School, and housed in the
Toronto Public Library, had expanded to three months.35 Lillian Smith

was one of the instructors, bringing her enthusiasm for children's

literature to librarians in training.

Figures Show Growth
An early report compiling statistics on the extent of public library
service to American children appeared in a 1906 issue of Library

36 : . ) '
Journal. Results were based on the responses to questions sent in

"April of that year to the public libraries of 100 large U.S. eities.

Seventy-six libraries sent'fuil responses to the questions which dealt_.
with the budget, organization and operations of children's rooms and

departments. 'The'number of children between the ages of five and fourteen

averagedvsixteen per cent of the total population of each of the cities

Of the sixty-seven libraries which report adult and juvenile circulation

separately, Juvenile circulation averaged thirty-one per cent of the total.

[

Forty-four of sixty-two libraries reported that they had one or more

agsistants who gave their full time to children's work. ‘Of the seventy-

five libraries that responded to the question of age limit, thirty—six had

ne age limit twenty-three required the ability to read or write, or both,

v and,gixteen set a definite age limit. All but four of the seventy-five

libraries required either a ‘guarantor or parent signature on the.juvenile

26
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application form. Most of the libraries charged the same finé for
overdue books for both adulﬁ and juvenile readers (often two cents a day).
Tpirty-seven liBfaries had a separate collection of books‘forbnse '

in schools. in keeping with the emerging commitment to stringent book
selection standards, libraries’reported that great care was taken in
‘choosing books. One library replied that "all kﬁown methods of
criticism and censorhip" were used and that as a last resort every book
was '"'prayed ovér". Magazines were also provided in many of the

children's rooms with St. Nicholas, Youth's Companion, Birds and

Nature, Little 'Folks, and American Boy being the most popular.
L .

This survey showed that within a few short years the idea of
children's services had pgken a firm hold in American puh&}c li?raries.
‘The movement, however, was not without its critics.‘ Caroline Matthews,,:
a non-librarian obsérver, complained c;ustically about the growing °
teqdency to "over—emphasize the children's side."

Special attendants are in readiness: to meet him the instant he
comes into the reading room and station after school hours.
Thoughtful women are assigned to overlook and guide his reference
work. Entertainment is offered him in the form of blocks to play
with, scrapbooks to look at, story hours to attend. Books
spec1fically selected with regard to his supposedly individual
needs are placed on his shelves. Picture bulletins are made for
‘'his use in the schools. Where he is not segregated, he is
allowed to monopolize tables and chairs. I find no corresponding °
effort to reach the adult, to reach the yOung mechanlc, to draw
to the library the parent.

But Mrs. Matthewsf complaints‘wefe\pp little avail; the,gauSe that those
"thought ful women'" believed so.strongl;\i£m§5§‘beingmé§§en up across the.
'land and there was to be no looking back. -

Even iﬁ Edmonton, where in 1908 there was not yet a public library,
'the.writing was on the wall. The capital city of the newly formed

-

province of Alberta was teeming with recent arrivals, many of them with
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< young families. There were also eigns that the way was being prepared for

the opening of a free public library.
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Chapter IV . : ' -
EDMONTON AND ITS CHILDREN

"The Land of Their Children"

September first, 1905 was a day1iong to be remembered by Edmonton's
children. City streets were crowded with visitors who had come to take
parﬁ in Alberta's provincial inaugu;ation ceremonies. The weather was
pgrfect; just right. for thévﬁammqtﬁ parade th;t the childrenhhad been
anticipatiﬁg for weeks. Nine large floats carried three hundred small
school'éhildreé down Jasper Avenue. On the sides of the floats were

mottoes that reflected the youthful vitality of the children and their

. ! '
province: "We'll grow", "The coming citizens", "Young Canada", "The

-

rising generation', "The ‘hope of Canada." Twelve hundred older school

children marched on foot, four abreast, as the parade wended its way

toward the fairgrounds where the official ceremonies &ere to taﬁé place.l
As the parade dispersed, dignitaries gathered on a platform in front of -
an audience of twelve thousand peoplé. Speeches were delivered by Maybr‘

Mackenzie, Governor-General Earl Grey and Canada's Prime Minister, Sir
\ ;

Wilfred Laurier. Laurier spoke of the promise that\bhg future held for

. ™~
Alberta and its citizens. He welcomed new immigrants, exharting them to
- ! ‘\\
N

become Canadian-and British subjects.

s

We do not want nor wish that any individual should forget the land of’
his origin, or the land of his ancestors. Let them look to the past,
but ‘let them look also to the future. Let them look to the land of
their ancesters, but let them look also to the land of their
children.? ' :

For many of those péople,listening to Laurier's speech, Alberta was
to be 'the land of their children" and Edmonton, temporary capital of the

32
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new p;qvince, was a popular destination for many newcomers. In 1905.
it was é young city of séme 9,000 residents, many éf them récent
arfivals, whé sought for themgelves and their children the oppbrtunities
and-wealth asséciated“with new urban communities. Across the North |
SaSkatchéwan»River, S;rathéoﬁa, Edmonton's sister community, with a
populétion of approximately 3,000;'was grow;ng'too, but not as quickly
as the capital. |
Crowing pains developed'as Edmonton struggled to provide services

:for'its ﬁé& settlers. The new provincial Departméﬂt of Eduea;ién
st;uggledifo keép up with commuhity demands, but in expandiﬁg centres
like.Edmontoh there were problemé. G.E. Ellis, school igspector”for
the Edmbntéﬁ disﬁrict, reported in 1907 that there was '"'a very abnormal
growth in the school population of'Edmontoﬁ,‘making nécessary a great
deal of building."3 Building éould not keep up with demands andvthis lag
led to crowded. classrooms. Edmonton Public Schoql.Sﬁperintendent Jasper
"McCaig reported in 19Q8 tﬁat Norwood school had an enrollment ‘of 51 per
-room and thaﬁ Aléx.Téylor averaged 49 students per rdom.4 Students in
thesercrowded classrooms reflected thg cosmopdlitan nature of Edmonton's
épbbulation. Avvisitor at one'school in Edmonton‘fbund Rusgia,'Australia,
. Germany, New Zealand, England, the Unifed States, and three of Cénada's B
- provincesvrepresented.5<.Although there was a cémpulsory school attendance

‘égf, it was seldom enforced and attendance was often irregulaf.‘ The “

,Department of Education did its best by offéring grants toigaﬁividual
‘schools for student afteﬁdance: fi&e cénts per school day for 50-60 per
cent, ten cents for 61-70Q per cent, and so on up to 25‘cents for 91-100 .

per cent. The effect of these incentives was minimal, at least in the

early days of Edmonton area public and separate schools. Indeed, on a
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province-wide basis only 50.8 per cent of Aiberta's school-age children

by 6
_-regulaxly attgnded s;hool.

‘If they Qere“not attending school, where were these children? In

, "

rural areas it is probabie that many were helping at hoﬁe, with some
5 ventﬁring‘intd nga;by_urban ceﬁtres to‘findrjobs.'7 Nafional_figures for
189; show that 13.8 per cen; of ;ll CénadianQChildren between ;he'ages
of ten and fourteen were employed and it»was sﬁill a,fac;or in 1921 when
-.3.2 per cent of the same age group were_working.8 Thriving communities
like Edmonton probaﬁly offered more thaﬁ their sharg of jobs for willing
ydung worke}s. In 1905, for example, three coal miﬁes opehed in the
Edmonton area, and it is(perhaps not just coincideﬁce ‘that in :hé
following year §n amendﬁent was intrd&uced to the Alberta Coal Mines Act
which faised the age limits for boyslﬁorking in'ungérground mines from
twelve td.éixteen.g As lété as 1913, C.B. Sissons, in'discussing ﬁhe
problem oﬁ educafion; notedvthat many schdoL—aged children were working,
either at home, in stores, or in ;actories. "The future of the West lies '
in their children. Tﬂ;usands of these, at a time wheg their‘bggght, young |
" minds should be moulded, are drudges for.helpless or Short-sightéd ﬁarents
or for greedy employers."lo

But not.all of the educational probleﬁs could be blaméd on "short-
sightediparénts"\gr "greedy employers', for in some instances it Qas the
consequences of rapid. urban growth and poor'planningvthat kep& éhildren.
away from school. At one point in 1905, forfe#amp;e; some Edmonton
residents removed theirrchildren“from scticol because there Qas np sidéWalk
and because the school was near a dump, a slaughter house'and several

_houses of ill reputell - hardly the setting fow the moulding of bright,

~young minds.
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Concern for the welfare of children had been growing at the national
and pxqﬁinéial level for years and it manifested itself, not only in
<

private action, but also in public legislation. The 1907 Statutes of

é;pggggyoutlinéd the Public Health Act which ﬁrovided for a Provincial
" Health Officér who’waé to supervise the areas of charity and relief and
inspect ﬁospitals, jails, orphanages and\reformatories. Two Vyears latér
_the Children's'PiQtect§§h Act, a key piece of legislatién, was passed.
Under this Act, empquéfs who employed children undef the age of sixteen,
after éix o‘clock in the evening éouid be pénalized. This prpvision was
bolStered by a new truancy act wﬁich came into effect at about the same
time-"This acﬁ pﬁgpibited the employment of school-age childfen during
school hours. The Children's Protectién Aét cailed for a Superintendent
of Dependent and Neglected Children who was urged to assist in the
establishmén; of children's aid societies. Municipalities with'a
_populétion of 10,000 or ovér were also réquired to maintainka children's
shelter.12 Public resﬁonse to the Children's Protection Act was
enthusiastic. |
The recent amendment to the Children'é Protection Act of 1909 make
it the most up-to-date piece of child legislation extant and enable
the Province of Alberta to cope with the neglected and dependent
child problem in such a manner as to add valuable citizens and
retard the development of criminals~in the state.13 o
_Edmontdn's Children's Shelter, which was opened in the Ross Flats
area, cafed for children ranging in age-frbm babies just several days old
.to sixteen year old boys.and-girls. The majority of these children were
neglected chiid;en éligible for adoption, but the Shélter also handled
delinquent children awaiting trial and children whose mothérs were

hospitalized. Regulér schpol classes were conducted by a qualified teacher.

employed at the Shelter. Staff members were graduate nurses and an

\
)

-
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outpatient clinic was operated which offered ffee treatment for poér

cﬁildren.14 Careful screening was given pr05§éct19e foster parents,

particularly those who had applied for a child between the ages of twelve

and sixteen. As a lécal newspéper reporter remgrkéd, " . . . the
épplicatiéns are scrutiﬁized_carefully, és there is a tendency for people
to také children of this age<ﬁerely for tﬁe sake of obtaining cheap
15

Another important piece of legislation was Aiberta's Jdvenile ngrts
Act (i913) which called for:evéry village\o;gr 560 to establish a juVenile
court  and to ﬁrovide probation office?s. This Agt was cfucial sinée it
bfought into force the nationai'Juvenile Délinquents Act of 1908 which
took.effept only after provincial'governments’had established déﬁeh&ion

homes and had desigﬂéted”or esfhbiished_juvehile courts. In turn,AthESe

.courts were given, under the terms of the Act, wide powers in dealing with

cases of juvenile delinquency. Delinquehcy itself was defined as an act

)

piéformgd by aﬁy.boy or girl under the age of sixteen that violéted any

federal, provincial of municipal.ordinance; or any other act for which he

or she was liable to be committed to an -industrial school or reformatory.16

But mischief Vés only one choice, fbr Edmdhton offered 'its young

'peoplé many opportunities to expend.cheir_energies in prqduétive and non-

delinquent ways, opportunities that ranged far‘béyond daily attendance
at public or separate schools. . For parents looking for alternatives to
the regular school system for their children, there were a number of

private schools. Alberta College, the largest of these, was founded in

1903 by the Methodist Church and by 1913-it had atregistration of over

1,000 students. Instruction was offered to high school age pupils from

its headquarters at 545 First Street. Classes were available in general
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matriculation subjects, music, shorthand, bodkkeeping, typewritihg, o
phygical culture and elocution. The College's advertisements, ai;;d at
coﬁcerned_parenté, warned that é‘child's destiny was fi#ed Setwegp the 03
ages of ten anq eighteen years and that Alberta College offered to prepare &
boy "for the duties and responsibilities'of manhood" and a girl for "a |
life of usefﬁlnéss in the homg."l7 Westward Ho! School, a private boys'
échool located af 532 Third Streeﬁ, prepagea young men for university
or Roygl Military College. Robertsqp CoLlege, founded by.the'
Preébyterian Church in 1910, provided theologicai training.18

There were also 6pportuﬁitiesifor'evéning classes. A Ukrainian
Girls' Night School, c#tering to aéeslthirtgen to éighteen,_épened in
1901 on the thirdvfléor of ;hevold St. Mary's High School. Sessions were
held from eight go nine—thirty,'with'English,Jreadipg ahdtwfiting being
taught;lg . Later, after the 1912 amalgamati&n of Edmonton and Strathcoma,
night Clasées,open to immigrants and othér’young people who wanted to -
improve their.education;‘were offered in south side échgols. A deep
respecfvfor learning Qﬁé shown'ﬁy many Qf Edmonton's newcoﬁers,
particularly the Ukréinian immigrénts WEO,‘by 1912, were publishing théir

own newspaper, The New Society.20

4

Informal recreational activities for yéuné people flourished along
wiﬁh the ﬁore fornﬁl.%ducatiohal opportunities. iBoth»cheiY.M.C.A. and the
Y.W.C.A. were firmly entrenched in Edmonton by 1908. These éganizatidns,
'in addition to operating residences for newly arrived young men and
women, dffered swimming lessons and other social éctivities. Typical
Y.W.C.A. actiﬁities between;l910 and 1912 included literary evenings
addresse&wto topiés such as '"the making of a ﬁerbine“~and showers to raise

—
. , . 21
money for magazines for residence girls.
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Sunday school activities were well organized in various parishes

_ around the city and their childfenfs services were well-attended. The
messages delivered at'these.sessions by adult guest speakers werevgraphic
and to the ﬁoral_point. R.B; Chadwick, Alberta's Superiptendent.ofv
Dependent and Neglected Children, until his death in 1915, was a popular
.guest lecturer. In.the fail of 1912 he'addressed the children's service
- at Metropolitan Methodist Church. Chadwick told the story of some of the
boys who had come under the care of his department - good boys who had
fallen into bad company - and strongly urged his audience to avoid
trouble by choosing,theit associates carefully.22 Tae‘folloeing féar the
same‘R.B. Chadﬁick was appointed censor of moving picture films.
Edmontoh ﬁad, at this time, abqut a dozen movie theatres'and they
attracted many young patrons. ‘The Bijou, one'of the most act%ve of
these theatres, had a matinee at 2:30,'as well as:an evening showing at 7:30.
Regular admission was ten cents, but children were admitted in the |

afternoon for five cents, an attractive prop031tion for the school-bound
boy or girl. 23

- For the child old enough to accompany his parents on evening outings,
theie was a lively entettainment scene. A sample week's choice in the
fall of 1910 included,‘in addition to movies, a musicalncomedy at the
L?ceum and a performance by Madame Nellie Melba, world famous opera diva,
at the Thistle Rink. There wete, of course, parks, skatiné and curling
rinks aad athletic teams as well. But whateyer the activity was that
interested Edmonton s young people, they were never far .from the watchful
eyes of their elders. 1In 1901 Edmonton's. city council, with the welfare

_of its children in mind, closed down Happy Land;, a private miniature park

: 2
with a tainted reputation, and banned the sale of ice-cream on Sundays.

-
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Several years later, Dr. John Park, a.éity school trustee, advised
"teachers to be tota; abstainers, reminding them ﬁhat it was their
respgonsibility to teach students that the use of alcohol‘wodld destroy
their bodies and spoil their minds.25 To its citizens, Edmonton had
become the "1aﬁd.of their children!. They were doing their best to
make it a good place to live.

Forerunners of Public Libréry
Service - ‘ .

Ffom the/beginning, books were a part of Edmonton life. ﬁuring the
fur trade years Fort Edmonton, like other principai posts of the Hudspn's‘
Bay Company, maintained a library for employees. Some of their
apprentices were very young. Eéch year it was the cpmpany's 3réctiée to

—Vsend out a sélection of the best current books, along with‘bound volumes
of poﬁulaf _periqdicals.26 ‘This literary tradition continued in later
years as the population ofythg Edmontoﬁ area grew and‘the sister. |
communities.of Edmonﬁon and Strathcona developed. In February éf 1897, the
Strathcona Literary Society wé; formed for the purpose of the "improvemént

. 1

of its members in public speaking, literaﬁy.and musical and culture and’

recreation, having‘in'view the establishﬁenf of a‘reading and public

librafy."?7v0ne of thé leéding businesses that catered to the,"li;efati"
ﬁln the early 1900s was Kenﬁeth Mackenzie's Book Store. The local citizen

could not only buy books for his personal iibrary at this sfore and others

like it, but he also had the option of reﬁting books from small, |

circulating libraries.

‘ Circulating libraries catepedrto.popular reading fastes with a rental

fee or annual due being charged to borrowers.28 Adcording to Henderson's

City Directory, several of these libraries operated in Edmonton during
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the.eérly 1900's, although their exact nature can only be speculaFed on.
The l908’directory lists a Cambridge Lending Library #t 136 Jasper
Avenue West; there is a 1909 listing for Book Lovers Library.at 243
Jasper Avenue West. In 1912 a Citizens' Circulating Library located

at 111 Windsor Block is noted. The Hudson's Bay Compény aléo operated a
circulating library out of their store, éharging two cents er day or

fifty cents a month for access to "all the latest fictionm and non-

qfiction."29 Two typical titles were A Modern Chromnicle, by Winston

Churchill and Where‘the Sugar Maple Grows'(Sketches of Rural Canadian
IEQQEQ, by Adeline Teskey.. |

That books were’availabie‘to early Edmoﬁtonians from bookstores and
fee libraries cannot be denied, but how many of these,bookﬁ wére
,appropriat; for, or ever reached children? Jesse Shgrars study of eariy
American circulating‘lifraries found that seven of the eleven surveyed
'ﬁad no juvenile books; one had one per cent and three .had less than. one
per cent.30 If Edmonton library development:garallels that of the United
States, it is unlikely that local youngsters made much use of Edmonton's
circulatihg libraries. For older children, the Y.W.C.A. and Y.M.C.A.
offered some services, with their literary programs and geading rooﬁs.
The south side Y.M.C.A. reading room, situated upstéirs on Whyte Avehqe,J
opposite the Dominion Hotel, was well—patrohized.3l Younger child:en were
ﬁrefty‘wellvleft to'their own devices. If they attended Sunday School,
there might be a small colleétioh 6% books available there, or, if they
‘were fortunate.énough to come from a liferary home, theylébuld choose
books from the family'libra;y. For most‘of the child%eh, however,

the school was probably the only source of reading material.

Aﬁter Alberta became a province in 1905, all school districts were
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required by laQ to spend a fixed.portion of thejr annual government
~grant §n librﬁry books selected from a list authorized by thé.Departméht
| of Educatiqn;32‘ &n 1905, there were 602 school districts in Alberta.
.The total number of volumes found in tﬁeir iibraries was 9,496, an
average of 15.7 volumes for each school district. By 1906 the
vsituation had improved-someﬁhat, with 13,956 volumes for 746 districts,"
or-18.7 volumes per dist:rict.33 Thé.principal, or teacher, of the school
was designated as the librarian,‘and it was his duty to prepare a
catalogue of books. Each pupil could téke out one volume aﬁva time; for
a two week period, &ith fines levied for overdue or damaged‘books. Books
N inithese school libraries were covered with stout wrapping paper and
numbered on their backs. | -
Pupils in this era were also given the bonus of "free readers".
Alberta and Saskatchewan had‘authori;ed the preparation of new readgrs'énd,
iﬁ 1908, the Alexandr; Readers were distributed free to the student as
reqqired, bécoming his absolute prigsrty.§4 This arrangement pleased
those concerned citizens of the time who worried abéut the tranSmissién
of unhealthy virusgs from student to student via books.
Problems sooﬁ arose with the grant system for school‘libraries.
There were purchasing difficulties; cheap editions were sometimes obtaiﬁed
' ' ) A . .
wﬁich fell apaft. There were also annoyiné complications with import
duﬁies. Bf 1913 the system had thanged, making it‘permissible for‘the
Department df Education to withhola thé book grant and to supply the actual

books instead. A School Libraries‘Branch, which reported to'Fhe Deputy

Minister of E&ucation through his assistant, was set up for this purpose;35

In Edmonton, school libraries began to’ emerge slowly; but surely. An

»

Edmonton Bulletin report in the spring of 1914 stated that the public

-0



schdolé of the south side each had a library. A reading room had also
. been started at the high school. King Edward School had 300 books, the
high school,235b;oks, Queen'Alexandra, 175 books, Ruthérford, 134,
Ritchie, 50, and ﬁennett'School, in Galiaghgr Flats, 40 books: These
\L books were generally éupplemental reading material on classroom subjects,

R

but, as the Bulletin stated, there Qas nothing to prevént parents, or
their adulgifriends, from reading books that the pupils took home.36
Not too‘magg adults took advantage of this opportunity, however, for by
© 1914 bpth adults. and children had another‘optiqn available. Citizéns
striving to iﬁprove "the land ofitheir children" had suécéeded in
bringihg about the opening of two tax-supported public libréries in

Edmonton.

42
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Co . Chapter V

WORK WITH CHILDREN IN THE EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

establish a free library, if three-fifths of the voters were in favor of

, fégrporation'for a building grant of $100,000.00.

"A Very Fair Beginning'', 1913-1922

In March of. 1907, Alberta, under Premier A;C. Rutherford, passed its
first Public Libraries Act. This Act stated that any municipality could
|
it. Municipal councils were given the power to levy a tax not exceeding
one mill per dollar on the assessed value of all rateable‘real and
personal prope;ty.; The apﬁointment and nature of library b&ards was
outlined, and c§uncils were given permission to rais; moﬁey for building,
by issuing séecial debentures. Grants on a dqllar fofAdollar basis, with
a ceiling of $300.00, would be provided by the provincial government.
There wduidfal;o be a $50.00 reading room grant.

Withip.a year. of thé-pgssing'of this iegislation, John Travis—-Barker,
an Edmonton businessman, E;A éirculaCed th?AreQuired petition. Not
égoﬁgh signatures were collected iﬁ this first attempt. A second
pétition was needed, in l9lO;H£o obtain adﬁifional signagqrgs before

Trévis-Barker's efforts were eventually successful.2 Edmdnton city

council passed the‘necgggary bylaw and appointed its.first library boafd.

Prope;ty'Qn*Cbllégéf§§énue, overlooking the river was purchased By the

board in’June of 1910. Negotiations were also opened with the Carnegie

3

- Acrogs the river, Strathcona, Edmenton's sister city, was taking

- similar steps, and their librafy board had also entered into correspondence

¢

with Carmegie. Frustrated by slow progress in these negotiations, the
N ]
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" Strathcona Library Board decided to ask council for $25,000.00 in
ddebentures to- finance a municipal library.4 The civic bylaw passed and

.construction of the Strathcona Library began® in 1912,

Edmonton's negotiations with.Carnegle had also reached a stalemate.
The situation was complicated further by the passing, in February of
1912, of the Edmonton-Strathcona Amalgamation'Act, conbining the two
eities under one munieipal autbority.5 The two library boards contlnued
to exist, so that both could clear up outstandlng business. Ironically,
it was the Strathcona Library, closer to being a reality, that was to
become a branch of the main Edmonton Library The pressure was on, and‘
the Edmonton Library Board hastily made arrangements for temporary

quarters. The Second floor of the Chisholm Block, 10357 Jasper Avenue,

was rented, books were ordered and staff enlisted. This north side

'library,opened.to the,pnblic, with little fanfare, on March 13, 1913.

Ao

Wil : 6 .
Home loans began several weeks later. o

Construction of the Strathcona Library had been completed in -
February of 1913. The offieial openlng ceremony,Aattended by ex~Premier
Rutherford -was held on the evening of March 13th. J.Jr Duggan, former
mayor of old Strachcona, and chairman of' the library board, presided over
the event. In his-opening address, Duggan outllned the library's brief
history. He pointed out that the stock of books piovided would ‘benefit
not only children, but all classes of people., Mr. Rutherford noted that

the south side library was the second tg?be established in the province,
%

~ the flrst belng in Calga&y, erected at.gicost of $100,000.00 with the

a
< %

assistance oi a Carnegie grant. jEdmonton, he stated, 1ntended to build

I
'

one mven better than the Calgary edlflce57 What Rutherford could not
', o

knowféTs that it would take ten years, and several moves, before A S

=
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Edmonton's main library was finally settled in a new,building. But, for
the time being, Edmonton's citizens were more thap satisfied, for tﬁey
now had two libraries at their service. The Strathcona Librafy Board .
was dissolved. E.L. Hill, who'had been appointed librarian for both
boards in the fall of 1912, beéame the librarian fof the Edmoﬁtbq Public

Library Board.

had been'born in

" Ethelbert Lincoln Hill, Edmonton's new librarian,
Oxford county, Ontario, on September 29, 1863 ¥

rd

taught science in several Ontario collegiate imStitutes before moving to
Calgary with his young family in 1907. Libraries had always interested
Hill“; from 1903 to 1907 he served as secretary to the Guelph Public

Library Board - and this interest followeg,him West. Althbugh only in

L3N

Calgary from j’ 3968, he served as secfetéfy—treasurer of the Calgary

In<1908 Hill was appointéd‘Provincial Inspector of
% . . . . .
N 4Strathcona Inspectorate. Hill also completed a Master of

)

Science deg “é’at;éhe University of Alberta in 1911. Ffom 1911 to 1912Y
- he served on‘the Strathcona Library.Board: When a committee was being
formed to select plané fof'thg new Strathcona Public Library, Hill had
eage}ly volunteered his services. Ly
Edmontonians were pleased with pheif-new_libra:ian’s efforts. The

Strathcona Public Library cost $33,000.00 to build and furnish. Its

opening day collection of 4,827 volumes, 37 monthly magazines, 17 weekly

publications and 25 daily ngwspapérs was‘impressive;- The Edmonton Jourmal

B

was delighted with the comfortable, noise-deadening cork flodging, the

modern electrical lighting system, the fumed oak furniture and the white

enamelled steel bookracks.9 Therevwere three reading rooms to appeal ﬁo

’
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different groups - one for ladies, one for the generalipublic, and one
for children and young people. Although the main libréry's quarters on
the north side were not nearly as impressive, its openiﬁg day,collection '

of 3,000 books (with another 3,000 in preparation) was well-used, its .

reading room wds always busy. : \

From the beginning, E.L. Hill encouraged children to come to the

public library and come they did. - , ‘ ‘ \
A very fair beginning in regards to the number of books used at the
library yesterday when ninety-four volumes were given out.: Of this
number, forty-two were juvenile works and thirty-two fiction,
leaving twenty of a general nature. To the children of the south
side, the inauguration of the library has been a delight. This
morning scores of them could be seen in the reading room set apart
for them and also examining the many spendid boys' books. Not a

few girls were around either, but they seemed to prefer a more’
advanced class of fiction . . . At a later date it has been thought
that lectures to juveniles will be established with the object of
thereby giving the youngsters an insight into the arts and

sciences.

It is interesting‘that the Bulletin reporter should have noted the boy/girl
\ [

\

dlchotomy in reading tastes, for 1t was a phenomenon that had been
troubl;ng parents and librarians for years. Madge Berton, wrlting in the
late 1809'3, had cautioned against this spLit in juvenile literature,
claimiﬁgithat "what is right for a woman is'righ; fof_a man and- a giri
should read the same books her brother should read.”ll Too many girls'

| : '
bopke, Me?ton‘claimed, were filled with dolls and tearful scenes. C(loser

to home, Gertrude Balmer Watt, Edmonton author and columnist, bemoaned

not only'fhe-proliferation of vapid juveniie‘sefials, but also the
L : ‘ o
dearth ofﬁnoteWorthy Canadian books for girls. Canadian publishers, she

_stated, wére at fault for not publishing_the works-of their'own authors.
If I\were a millionaire I would one day have a great bonfire and I
woulj gather together all the Elsie books and all the other tommyrot

yarns and have them utterly consumed. In: their place I would"
substlitute first a diet of Beatrix Potter for very little kiddies,

|



next Kipling, Louisa Alcott, Frances Hodgsdn Burnett, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Mark Twain, Oliver Hereford, Lewis Carroll, Isabella
Mackay, Sara Jeanette Duncan - for then these women and others have
added their store to the general treasure, My philanthropy having
made possible what business-like publishers in Canada have never
been .able to accomplish.l2 ,

‘There is no doubt that E.L. Hill was well aware of these book selection

problems. The Edmonton Public Library s Fiction Catalogue for 1913

lists three basic selection aides of particular relevance to Juvenlle
literature.13 Children's titlag ipcluded in this catalogue are

generally of high quality. Noticeably absent are any of G.A. Henty's

.popular boys' stories. Those Delightful Americans by Sara Jeanette

Duncan and House of Windows by Isabella Mackay-are listed, along with a

number of titles by Nellie McClung. There can be iittle'doubt, as well,

51

that the library had.books on its shelves that did appeal,to young people,

- for jﬁvenile airculatian figurealfor tﬁe‘first’ning—and—a—half months of
operation were higﬁ'(see Table.ii).‘ At ;he main libfary, 19.3 per cent
of the total circuiation was juvenile. At the Strathcona branch the
percantage was »even mdre significant at 25.4 per cent. The 1913 Annuai’
Report.notes that 3,445 borrowers were, registered af the Strathcona b:anch
and 6,867 at the main‘library, Sut the number of'those‘borrOWers wﬁo
were children is not recorded. |

Hill seemed particdlarly interesﬁed‘in ext;nding the library's
services to childran. His firstiannual report stresses the'r
accomplishments of ‘the Yodng Peopie;s Departmeat. Enphasiziﬁé the care
taken in book selection (''the library seeks to bring the child into
contact with the best in art, as well as the best in literatm«”},l4 Hill

pointed out that a special "Clean Hands Collection" had been ¢z 5lished

in a closed case at the Strathcona Library. Clean hands and a promise of
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special care were dehanded before children could look at these choicely-
- bound and illustrated books. A story hour had also been started at the
Strathcona Library on Octéber 4th and attendances were high. Conducted
by Grace Sanders, the chief assistant, these hours featurgd é reading or
recitation, stories from a particular author or period, with a short talk
on b&bks or book care. Fairy and“folktales were often featured, with
lantern slides to illustrate éhe highlights. During tﬁese éarly fears,
volunteer story tellers from the—community often.made guest appearances.
On one occasion a Qery propér looking ﬁamaﬁ conducted the story hour for
children at the Strathcona Library‘wighout deigning to remove éither her
gloves or hap.15 After the‘story hours, newcomers wére eppouraged to
apply for borro&e;'s cards./ ’

Edmonton's population, which had peaked in 1914 at‘72,516; had
dropped by‘the 1916 census to 53,846. Children between-ﬁhe ages of five
and nineteen made up 26.3 per cent of this total{'andv18.7 per cent of
these children were classified as foreign—bofn (see Table III).lG‘
According to Hill's firsﬁ annual report, many of these f&reign-born
children were regular library—users./ Some of them had'”;ead‘an
astonishing number of good books during the year."17 The parents of many
of these children had a aeep respect for learning, which no doubt
encouraged this avid library use. In-February of 1916, the Edmonton
: Public‘Library Board received a petition from Russian 9itizens.requesting
that some Russian booké be piaced in the 1ibfary, The Board responded by
approving the éﬁrchase of $50.00 worth of materiél in the Russian
language.

During these early yeafs the Edmonton Public Library also served its

young community by'providing small deposit libraries. Loan deposits for

7
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Edmonton's militéry'gamps and the Y.M.C.A. were authorized by the Board
early in 1915. Five years later deposit stations were set up, at the

request of local groups, in a number of 1o¢ations, including échools, a
church and a drugstore. The Amnual Report of 1922 indicated that five
deposit stations with a combined circulation of 14,792‘were operating.18

Librarian Hill continued to stress the importance of children's work

and on Jpné 14, 1916, the Board approved the provisional. appointment of -

Miss Fife as children's librarian at Strathéona. Her salary Was set at

$45.00 per month, with an additional $3.00 for extra work involved in the

53tory hour program. Cdmmunity support for the library's work with young

people was noted. in the Board minutes for March 15; 1918. "In view of

increasing .interest and favorable comment the Board expresses its approval

of the work with children and appreciation of the services of the ladies
who are devoting much time and energy in this connection."19

The cultivation of support from school éuthorities was also
characteristicbof the libfary’s early years. Late in 1918, after the
children's departments had been closed for several months because of the
infiuenza epidemic, the chairman of the Library Board spoke of the value
of.suggested reading courses for school pupils; A motion was passed in
"favor of the linking up of the libfary boards in the province with the
Depaftment éf education."zp The Board also went on record as favoring
the e&ucatiogél extenéion of the 1library.

Asvthe library expanded, the neeh'for ﬁore forﬁalized staffiqg
procedures became evident. The first labor agreement between thg Civic
Service Union Number 52 and the Edmonton Public Library Board was approved

on March 9, 1920. The minimum salary for 'a children's librarian was set

by this ééreement at $110.00 a month.
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Despite the success of its services, the main library was still only

- a transient collection plagued by the lack of permanent quarters.

Negotiations with Carnegie floundered while the library moved from one

insuitable location to another. In late 1914 the library moved from its

original rooms in the Chisholm Block to the first two floors of the Roberts

Block at 10212 - 102 Street. Determined to reduce its rental expenses, the

. library moved again at the beginning of 1918. It occupied the ground

o ,
il

floor of City Hall at 10202 - 99 Street for several months before being
ousted to the second floor to make way ‘for the consolidation of several
civic depart;ments.22 Despite and transience of the main library, chiddren
still sought out its books, particularly during the summer months.
Edmonton—born.children's writer Audrey McKim remembers these early years.

. . I think I received my first library card in 1920 when I was
ten or eleven. I don't remember winter or autumn visits. Darkness
. fell quickly after school and I was expected home by four-thirty.
Saturdays were for outdoor play.  Durding the summer months, however,
if we weren't at one of the lakes, I remember the long walks on the -
hot pavement from 102 Avenue and 107 Street to the Civic Block east
of 101 Street. . . . After the glaring sunshine, the library always
seemed dark, as I searched for interesting books along the shelves.
Allowed only one fiction and two non-fiction books at a time, it
‘was frustrating to choose. Most of the books looked alike as they
were rebound in brown leather. The non-fiction fare suggested school
to me, so I was haphazard in the selection of them. My favorite
stories featured British orphans and school girls. It was a rare
delight when I discovered such American books as Rebecca of ;
Sunnybrook Farm, Pollyanna and Freckles. I would hurry home to spend
the rest of the afternoon in a hammock, sipping a lime juice drink
and lost to the everyday world as I read. It was at that time that
I began writing my own stories. They were always in the form of .
chapters of books written in a ten-cent scribbler. The first three
were about - you've guessed it — orphan heroines. :

The City Hall location was the library's last temporary resting place, for
a few years later a ray of hope appeared in the Board's dealings with the

Carnegie Corporation.

Writing to the Carnegie Corporation in November of 1921, the Board



had appealed to the committee's humanitarian instincts.
By the establishment and maintenance of a free public library, tie
youth of the city are afforded facilities for acquiring a taste
for good literature, as well as for supplementing their education
after having in many cases, been compelled to leave school at an
early age.
Whether it was the eloquence of this appeal that made the difference, or
perhaps just the sheer tenacity of the Edmonton petitioners, the Carnegie
Corporation finally responded with an acceptable commitment. They would
contribute $112,500.00 for a new building if the city would raise
$37,500.00. Fortunately, the local economy was healthy and the civic
administration wasted little time in approving the expenditure. The
makeshift days of Edmonton's main library were soon to be over.

"Hopeful Activity" and Some Hard
Timee, 1923-1939.

4
Construction of the new library building began, in June of 1922, on a

site overlooking the Saskatchewan river valley that had originally been
purchased by the Board in 1910. Architects H.A. Magoon and G.H. MacDonald

designed the building, using the plans for the Carnegie library in

”j.Someruille, Massachusetts as their model. " Materials chosen for qﬁe

"v:;"( w, ‘ 4 *
Qullding WErchream brick and Bedford stone, with reinforced concrete

The fioor plan itself was designed, upon agreement of the

i f (72
order to acgommodate changlng conditions. The main floor was one large

Qpen room with departments diV1ded only by book stacks and barriers.25

* The reading room and refetrence department occupied the south half of this
- A -

floor, the circulation department the north half,  Natural light streamed
in from north and south windows, as well as from a large skylight

overhead. A book hoist from the two floors below and the main
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switéhboafd‘were also locg;ed‘on chis flobr. The ;ground floor housed the

o staff robms, cétaloguing depaftment, a small lecture room, the'brahch
.libraries office and the children's department. All of these room§;were

~ arranged around an ingenious double-tier stack area that occupied at

[N

central position under the main floor. This stack room would provide

space for the expansion éf bookstock for years to come. The basement
housgd the boiler roqm,‘ﬂh; fuel roem, ghe machinery room, shipping and
receiving and thg bindery.

| The new iibrary's‘hol&ings vere substantial, 66,000 voluﬁes in the
stacks, 5,006 in the childfen's department and 35,000 pn.the.main floor,'
with provision for futute growﬁh.26 . It was an attractive and dignified
bhilding that delightgd those Edméntonians who gathered fsr the openipg
cerémonies on Auéust 30,;1923. The building was officially openéd By
Premier Herbert Greenfield AndKEdmonton MayOr D.M. Duggan, with the. opening

. 7N
éddress‘given by‘Dr. George H. Locke, of the Toronfoqublic Librar§7> Dr.
Loéke stressed tﬂe'work that librafies could do with yoqu people, felling
of the work of the Boys and_Girls House in Toronﬁo, and of their st;ry
hours, emphasizing their value as tfaining grounds fo; cbildren.27
) ‘ . :

- Trainable children were in abundance that fall .in Edmonton as schools

struggled to keep up with the growing mumbers of children. Fifteen school

" rooms had been added since the previous year amd they were all full. The

problem was particularly acute in‘the_high schools and Highlahds-School

was Qaétilyfcdnverted int® extra high school rooms. A new "lighter"

course was introduced for .rade nines, composed-of courses in English,

v

lscience, history, mathemat . s, a language and ph'ysica'l;/training.28

. It was obvious that the Edmonton Public Library was dedicated to

serving the reading needs of these studious young peopié, In his 1922 _
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report, E.L. Hill had called for increased space in the children's

e

s

department. - : : ' ‘ o .t

' The need for larger and better accommodation for the children has” "
become increasingly urgent during the year. Once more it should

be emphasized that no portion of our library activity is

productice (sic) of larger or more far-reaching results. The
judicious handling of the problem of the child's reading calls

for the wisest and most mature judgment. The Children's Dep?rtment

is one of the features of our work that cannot be curtailed.?9

Weekly story hours were being ‘held in both libraries, with an, average-

.ﬁ .
attendance of 136 per week for each November and December session,30 '

~while the 1ibrary's reference department daily helped scores of students
with‘their essays and debates. Child;en's Book Week was an annual
observagce, with the library displaying ”tﬁe better types of childreﬁ's \
books" and offering advice to parents on gift.Beqk selectien. In the
professionai°j0urnals, North American libra;ians were being urged to be
mindfu%\of the form end appearance of children's books. They were also being
.cautioned agaiest letting their”chéices Be‘ruled solely bf»budgetary
considerations.31 Clara Whitehill Hunt, a%noted American children's.
| libratian,»wae particularly outsﬁekeﬁ on this subiect. Y
There are two "prineiﬁlesu of selection ehaﬁAchieflyAdeterﬁine the
juvenile book buying of an appalling number of American libraries .
They are a cheap price and the children clamor: . Recent letters. °*
(1923) from most of the Secretaries of Sudte Library Commissions

tell of children's rooms stocked with cheap trash. . . .. Much of
this modern trash comes in the form of interminable series.32 '

2

Librarian Hill's plea for more space for children was answered
in paft by the 1923 opening of the new Carnegie building. .The spacious

!

children's area on the groqhd level, with its new oak furniture and
glelming,battleship linoleﬁm floors, was an immense improvement after

[ .
years of cramped, temporary qﬁérters. But for the.Strathcona Children's

Department, space was stilh a problem. Poor heating in the basement ruled
B . . ]

|
out its use for children'7'work, so the situation was handled by
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modernizing the shelving system to free more space.

Late in 1923 Miss Jéan Hennessy”WasAofferéd the position‘of
children's librarian aﬁ the ﬁain library, but within a short time she
submitted her resignation. Apparently there was dishatmo#y amongst the
staff memb ers gnd the Board, after a review of events, reappointgd Miss
Hennessy.. ﬁf: Hill was advised té take sfeps to restore harmony, as ,f
rumors circulated that his inability to del;gate author{ty Qas the major
soﬁrce'of dissensipn. Misé Henne8sy stayed only a few months after her
reinstatement, but it appeared that staff morale had been restoréd in
August of 1924, Miss Dorothy Richards was appointed children's librarian
at Strathcongagnd several years later the Board minutes note that Miss
Violet Burden was to take charge of the main library's children's
.department on Decembef 1, 1926. |

PértQtimevpagés assisted,in‘the day to day operation of the

¢

children's departments. Grace McDonald; daughter of J. Hamilton McDonald,
. . . -

the former editor dfvthe Strathcoha Plaindealer, began working as one of
thése pages at fhe main library in Her last year o% high school. When
Miss Burden asked for a transfer to the adult seétion in Septembet of
1929, thé Board recommended that Miss McDonaid Vshoﬁld dndertéke, under
the Librafiaﬁ'é direction, an intensiye course of study with a view to
prepafing her to fill the position of children's librarian."34 While most
éf this pnéparation took the form of othhe-job trainiﬁg provided by Mr.
Hill, books such as Jenny Flexner's outline of cichlétion procedures

were used as well.35 Work days were generally split shiftszﬁwith
. ’ ¥ i
either a morning-evening, or afternoon-evening asslgnment . Children who

could write their names and were in grade one received a library card for

‘a charge of five cents. A parent or guardian's signature was also . i
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required and the card was intended to be used up, fo the eighth gradé.u
Noon hour. opening of the main library's Children;s department encouraged
visits by séhool‘children from the -103 Sﬁreet, Donald ROSS, Tal&ud
Tprah, Aiéx Tayior,.§acred Heart, Queen's and MgKay Avenue schools and
from thosé parents Qﬁo worked nearby. = School énroilmehts in these years

were growing rapidly{ particularly at the high school level since fewer
\studeﬁts-wére‘droppinglbut. In 1906 the percentage of Alberta's entire

school;eligible population actually in high échoéls was only 2.4 per cent,
bug by 1928 this figure héd climbed‘to 11.44 per.éent;36v, ‘

Libiafy associations‘had begun: by this time, to be organized across
Canada. In December Qf 1939 the fifé§ conferenc; on 1ibrafy‘servicés A

) ‘ A : . :
for Alberta was held in Edmgnton, &i%h délegates from 22 libraries
atten&ing. A provincial libraryhgésoéiation was formed at.this meeting,
with its proclaimed aims being to iﬁprove librafy standards, to promote
préYince—wide library servicé“and to encourage the qooperafive effort of
all library agéncies‘towgrds these ends.37 E.L; Hill and Gracé McDonald
- were members of this group fr;m its.incéption.“

Although the Alberta Library Association's goals were admirable,
their acﬁievemént was being hampered by the economic dépreﬁsion gﬁa;
grippéd ali of North América in the eérly 1930's.d ?dmonton'é population
in'1931 was 79,197,’with 14,573 of these peéple drawing relief benefits.
By 1934 the-city itsélf owed the Imperiai ﬁank $2}5‘million.3§ The Bo;rd
pared expéﬁses to the bone by discontinuing deposit stations, freezing
salaries and cuttihg back on;éxpenditures. |

These cutBacks'had a significaﬁt effect oﬁ the level of Ed&dnton's

library services, as was made all too clear by the findings of the

Commission of Enquiry into Library Conditions and Needs in Canada. The



Commission, chaired by John Ridington, described Alberta as "a land of

‘hopeful library éctivity" but the Edmonton Public Library's book .

collectioh of one volume per capita was judged quite inadequate for a

city of 80,000 people.?9 The children's section was assesged as being'

notably weak (as were children's libraries all across the provincé) It.

was also noted that littlé work with the schools was done. The Commission

conceded though, that were prospects of improvemént.' A new spiritlof
optimism had been growing and the need for better children's'librafy
seérvices was considered vital.

A mother, a child and a good book are three of the greatest forces
,for good in national life. The public library can inspire and
supervise this work in every community and can, through youth and
adult life, lead into realms of adventure, interest, contentment
and wi dom through books.

Edmonton's public‘llbrary,'ﬁnder the direction of E.L. Hill,

_continued tol|expand its children's services in spite of hard times. 1In

. this expansio

his report t the Board in November of. 1933, Hill called attention to

s stressing that it was crucial that more and more attention

be given to children's needs. His staff struggled through the busy 1930's

-with small salaries and few fringe benefits.

..
At
,

physically handicapped children. _ o

Edmonton's school libraries grew little during these years, although

\ .
fresh attempts were being made by school authorities to provide for the

ethical'and‘phyéical needs of .the city's childreﬁ. Bible readings were
i?froduced into the public schools in 1930, along with a school savings

1
i

system modeled after Ontari§'s School Penny Bank. By 1934 $27,923.65

‘was on deposit for the boys and girls of Edmonton's public schools.41 A

sight-saVing class was established at Queen's Avenue School in 1931,

-In 1934 a-travelling teacher was. appointed to give home instruction to
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By the early 1930's there were other temptations vying with books
and library programs for the time of Edmonton children. Movies had
aryived with soundtracks to enhance the action and the films of stars

11ke Ken Maynard, Douglas Fairbank%~fgﬁrie Dressler and Greta Garbo

N.'

‘idier;sted the children, as well as their elders. A 1933 gtudy which
sampled the l%ﬁsure time” pursuits of 661 children in grades six to ten

in 12 Edmonton and 6 Calgary sch00134 indicated that 42 per cent of the
children sampled preferred going to the movies to{eiiher reading a book
or playing a gamé. Once a Qeek movie attendgnce was the average for
361per cent of the sample and 8 per cent went more often. Cowh0y and
western movies were the most popular, with love, war and gangster films
following-much further behind. It is interestinéyto note that this study
revealed a definite decline in movie popularity with‘the older §tudenté.
Movies get nearly SOVber cent of thé votes in-grades éix and seven,vbut in
the higher grédés, the proportion oi‘votes for‘games) by the boys, and for
books by Fhe girls,continhously increases, untilim high school, themovie
is ih’§econd place, forboth boys and gitls.  Many of thése high school o
" students in Edmont;n'were making goqd use of the public library's study .

and research facilities. The Board was more than ﬁilling to give thm‘

<

*priority treatment.

. attention is ealled to the difficulty in securlng adequate‘
space at the tables in the Reference Department for the students
who require one or more volumes at a time for study purposes.
This difficulty is caused by the desultory readers constantly
using this seating accommodation. 43 ’ .

The offending’ desultory readers hadt their épace cutfback as the Board

passed a motion to keep at least one table reserve%;fof'studen;s only
v R "’ﬂ 3

from 4:30 to 9:30.
'Fér younger children the library offered fall;ﬁgyenile library weeks -

N

B
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"~ with colorful new books and speci l,displa‘s arranged b ss McDonald
a | y y

and‘o;her staff members. The new books for 1938 included The Magic Hill

by A,lA. Milne, Kate Seredy's The White Stag, and Wee Gillis by Munro
Leaf.qf The average daily circulation that year for the main children's
'departﬁent was over 300 books.. The weekday hours were 10:00 to 1:00 p.m.

and 3:3Q until 7:30 p.m., withuSaturday operation extending from 10:00 a.m.

until 7{30 p.m. without a break.: Perennial favorites with the young

patrons included Treasure Island, Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels,

Tom Sawyér, Alice in Wonderland and He:i_di.(’5 ‘Children were also

instructea in the use of the card catalogue and good behavior was stressed
at all times. When behavior got out of hand at the main library,
offenders were asked to study an illustrated poetic scroll that summarized

all the rules:
.o : g

When you enter the library door N v

Just turn your eyes to the f}oor,

And wipe! your feet upon the hat;

If you're a boy, take off your hat,

‘See if your hands are clean - if not, .

Use soap \and water, good and hot.

Don't push or crowd. Remember this,
Good manners never come amiss.

No talk, np laughter, please try,

To be as silent

No eating
No nuts or

If you should movel, we would like to know,
The address of thelhousé to which you go.
Protect your|books \from rain and mud.

Don't tear or drop them with a thud. '
From @mears and pend¢il marks and ink, '
You well can keep them if you think .

That each of them is|like a friend.%46

E.L. Hill's 24| year association with the Edmonton Public Library came

”

esignation in November of 1936. He was seventy-three

1

to. -an end with his

=

.‘ ‘when; Vith his wiféﬂ he retired to the milder climate of Victoria,

=
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British Columbia. Because of the library's stringent budget, the Board
decided that it was unnecessary to "incur tﬁe additional cost of a new
librérién."47 Grace Dobie, a long-time employee, was appointed Acting
Head Librarian'at a saléry of $2,000.00 per year. According to zég

Edmonton Journal, Miss Dobie wés being accorded a rare honor as ''one of the
' - ' ’ 48

few of her sex to h;ld such a position of like size in America."
The honor(was a short-lived one, howeﬁer, for in Féb?uary of 1939,
Alexander Calhoun, Calgary's public library head, was asked by the Board
to survey the Edmonton system. His specific duties were to suggest
improvements iq public service areas and to assist in the sélection of a
‘new head librarian. Calhoun's report on"the library's level of se;vice
was particularl& critical of the referenée dep§rtment which he found to
be functioning inadequately-Qith a limited number and range‘of books. »
' The Board, now fully cognizant of the need for direction, responded b;i'ﬁ

. setting the wheels in motion for the hiring of a new chief librarian.

" Advertisements were placed in The Edmonton Journal, Edmonton®ulletin,

Winnipeg Free Press, Vancounver Province, Toronto Globe and Mail and the

N

, Libra;ngournal. ‘ A ' .

In June of 1939, Hugh Gourlay, then Librarian ét McMaster'University
in Hamilton, Ontario, wés offered the Edmonton position. He was to begiﬁ
in September at a salary of $3,000.00 which would increased by $200 per .
year to a maximum of:$3,800.00.49v Gourlay had graduated from Queen's
UniversityAwifh a bachelor's degree and from the University_of Michigan
with a Master of Library Science degree in 1935. Althoughnhe was oniy.
thirty-six years old,'Gourlay had worked as a reference librarian, as a
circulation department head and as the assistant to the chairman of the

Advisory Group on.College Libraries for the Carnegie Corporétion. This

- .
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breadth of experience would serve Gourlay well in the years ahead, as he
workea to rebrganize and éxtend the services of the Edmonton Public
Library. Nowhere wt#ild his energy be more valuable than in the area of
'_éhildren's work.

Soon after Gourlay took over his position, The Edmonton Journal

reported that children were becoming more book conscious. A total of

5,220 ch;ldfen,outof a possible l43000,§ereenrolled at both libraries

and siﬁce school opening in the fali of 1939, more than 500 had taken out
ards at the main‘library, more than double the number who hga'joined in the

s mg'periodrthe,previpus year.SO Teachers were'encouraging\;oung people

td read books-other than their textbooks and to use the libfary to obtain

material for school assignméhts. Children flocked to the library armed

with intriguing questions. Staff dembers at the Edmonton Public Librafy

coped with thegonslauéht as best they could.

Innovation and ngansionl‘l940;1955
Kﬂugh Gourl#y had innovative ideas about the role thé publié,lib;ary
éhoulﬁ play in a growing coﬁmunity and he wasted little time in making
them Apown. Soon Aftér arriving in Edmonton, he told a meeting of the
Edmont n‘branch of the Canadian Business and Professional Women's Clﬁb
that, although the book collection was excellent, the city's library
distribution facilities were sériously lacking. Edmonton's populatioﬁ
- was now\Ppproaching 90,000 with many areas out of reach of e}ther the
main lib*gfy or the Strathcona branch Gourlay was especially cohcerned
that of ﬂ possible 14,000 city school students, only 5,500 (39 per cent) Lu
were -enrolled at the library NeW'and used bus prices were being

investigated since the new librarian felt that books could be put in

every city school if the means of transportation was available.
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Edmonton's school libraries were poorly developed at this time and

Gourlay was convinced that the public library had an educational role

~

to fulfill The Library's nonchalant approach to older children also

[ 4
]

bothered Gourley.

. although our children's department is fairly up-to-date,

we have no section for the inter-legiate or teenage boys and

girls who are a little old for the younger books, yet not mature

enough for the adult library. Toward a middle library we are

working. 51 '

Circulation of juvenile books had peaked in 1939; more than 84,000
books had been loaned at the main library's children's department, an
increase of some 10,00@ over the preceding year,52 but Hugh Gourlay

was determined to enhance the library's work with children even

more,

In January of 1940, a three year program of internal reorganization
and evaluation began, with the full support of the Board. A departmental
system was introduced, with the heads of the cataloguing, reference and
children's departments being directly respon51ble to the chief librarian.
Goals for each department were formulated with the children's department
being:

responsible ultimatelylfor all work with children, both in the
library and outside agencies; giving individual attention; treating
children as citizens of the community entitled to such services;
guiding reading, providing reference service and helping to find
books whether for enjoyment, hobbies or special interests.53

Providing reference service to children kept the staff in the library

busy, as an article.by Grace McDonald in The Edmonton Journal indicated.

School enterprise assignments accounted for many, but not all, of these
questions. 'These queries included the predictable ones: What do

elephants"eatz anthhe,not so predictable: Mary had a red book last

time, all about a fairy princess, may I have it please? Standard reference

*
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works like the Britannica Junior and~WOr1d Book were used, along with

common sense, to answer questions and a gpecial school collection made it
easier for the children to help themselves.54
Summer reading clubs were poﬁular with the children. In November
of 1940, the second annual National Book Week, with its slogan ''good books,
good friends'", was celebrated. Special invitations were sent out to
Edmonton school teachers, encouraging them to bring their‘classes to the
library to see the displays. Late iﬁ';hat same year MisgAAnna ﬁalone, a
McGill University library school graduaté, was named acting head of the
children's department, with Grace McDonald designated as her first
assistant. At the same Board meeting, plans to redecorate the aain
library's children's room were revealed. New shelves and a new fireplace
.were the main improvements. Tﬁis work was completed in April pf 1941.
Gourlay's idea for a mobilellibrary'materialized in chober, 1941 when
' a reconditioned streetcar went into service. The car, which had been used
in the city's transit system for over 900,000 miles, had been refurbished
‘at a coég of approximately $1,700 and rented from the city for $1.00
per day plus the wages of the motorman required to oberage_it.ss It was
an experiment whi;h attraéted iﬁterest locally and natiénéiiy. Several
thousand volumes were carfied by the'streetéar, with one side reserved for
children's books. Childfen; iﬁ fact, outnumbered adults in the‘use.of

this mobile collection. Special spur lines had been laid so that the car

" could remain in one spot for any length of time. The fifst stop was in théw

Calder district at 127 Avenue and 120 Street, where the bright- royal blue
car with silver and gray trimming was parked from 3:00 - 9:00 p.m. on
Fridays. Response was enthusiastic. On its first Calder stop, 700

residents (mbre than half of them new borrowers) visited the car. More
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than‘73"per cent of these borrowers were children‘.56 A Wednesday stop

1

" was established in North Edmonton at 66 Street and 12& Avenue. On its

7first visit there a total of 576 ‘books were borrowed Four hundred and

twelve of these books were borrowed by children andof the 424 new cards .
issued 348were to children 37 Margaret Auxier and Grace McDonald;

the librarians in charge of .this collection, did their}best to

T

» . .
on these reader's choices: books about airplanes) submarines and other war-

cater to the childrenisg&eading demands. vThe:war was‘%aving an influence

. . BN
related subjects were becoming more popular. By early December the

streetcar library had.loaned 9 515 books and had registered 4, 210 new

"adults and 1, 020 children . \ ) h;' ’

g

On a typical day the streetcar would first serve early afternoon
adult readers, with primary grade children arriving soon after. After
4:00 p.m. the older children would appear, often in search of materials

forischool assignments. Staff members would eat in rélays during the

‘supper hour lull before the evening visits of adults and high school

students. “There could be little ddUbt that Gourlay s»experiment was a

success, " The novelty of his idea had spread the news over Canadian

borders. Articles appeared>ih the American periodicals Library'Journal

I

and Architectural Forum and the streetcar library wdg even the subject of a

. .Paramount newsreel short.

" ‘ (
Under Gourlay, improved public relations beeame a priority for

'

Edmonton 8 public library Several radio programs were initiated: 'Mr.

Information" referred questions frdm the publicQto the librarxy staff, while

the "Town Talent" program‘for children under'fourteen was held on

3

Saturday afternoons. Performers applied through the library and were

-

. auditioned by ‘Evelyn- Baker, a musical staff member Worthy‘children were

LA .
R ’ |
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escorted to the %tation and back to the library,‘with prizes being awarded

by the library.58

" .
J

o - Nor was the "middlellibrary" that Gourlay had'envisioned forgotten.
A new youth section designed for fourteen to eighteen year olds,
labelled "Books for Youth" opened in September of 1942 Although the
oboks were chosen mainly for recreational‘reading, books on more serious -

subjects were also included. Titles like Exploring Today by Lincoln

Ellsworth, Mapmakers, How Music Grew and various books on crafts and

&

hobbies were placed on the shelves along with such well-known fiction
' ' 59

standardé as The Yearling,.The ThreewMUSketeers; and A Christmas Carol.
¢ »Linrary memberehip\continuedito grow. Senen—thousand; seﬁen—nundred

and for%&-five‘of thé 13,320 Edmonton children in gradee one to.eight in

1943 were library memners,“an increase of.SOO over‘l942360‘lDuring the

eﬁmmergmonths, story -and musié hours gﬁre neld outside on the library lawn.'

For children confined'to‘the Universit% Hospital, a story hour was

hosted by the children's department on alternate WeQnesday afternoons 7

. _ "
Late in 1944, after the demi;e of t:i "Town Taleng program, the Board
)

" decided to inaugurate a radio program that would stimulate interest in
reading among children.’ The program,_called ”ﬁoys; Girls and Books”, which
originated from the cbildren s room of the main library, was heard every
Saturday morning ove{ C.F.R.N. radio. - .h' )

Music had, by this time, become an important part of the Edmonton ,

~ Public Library's program. Nicholas Alexeeff, a caretaker with a colorful
musical background hadbeen appointed music director by Gourlay in 1943
Alexeeff had begun building a collection of recordings, the‘

forerumner of the library 8 strong audio-visual department and 1C}

recorded“concerts had become a regular‘library attraction. Young people

_,r
o7
"



were encouraged in their musical pursuits by the library. A series of
| \
;' Sunday afternoon student recitals was organized by Alexeeff in 1946 and

the Fine Arts room with its collection of recordings was open to all

ages. JachdFoWlﬁm, a winner in the "Tonn Talent" contest three years
. earlier, conducted a-junior orchestra which met regularly in.the
1ibrary.61' Popular musical tastes were not neglected either, as the
library co-sponsored a Library Week, program in the fall of 1946 with the -
. Junior Chamber_of Commerce. "About two ‘hundred teen-agers swayed, rocked

-

and stamped to a record program of sgolid jiye‘and bouncing‘boogief/
Fyoogie."62 Whether the young people took time from their swayiné and
rocking to look at the books and classical records displayed by ‘the
11brary was not»noteds .
: 7

A sense of professionalism was becoming increasingly evidentf;ithin :
the ranks of Alberta's children's.librarians, Librarians from Calgary ahd
Lethbridge cooperated with Edmontonqublic librarians.in the preparation
of a selected list of reconmended children's'books Arrangements were made
with the Department?‘& Education to have a portion of this annotated llst. .
published in a catalogue of books for elementary schools, while work began
on a list\of titles suitable for junior high schools._ But, laudable as
rthe Edmonton Publig‘Library's»efforts;were in serying school needs,

- financial constraints cou%d not be overlooked.

the

Refqrence service relating to school curriculum has reach
point where our present book appropriation is inadequate. ghe number
of requests from teachers for classroom library loans for th school
and recreatidnal use emphasizes the desirability for some ffnancial
g agreement with the school board.63

A report on service to schools‘presented to the Board on Ja wary- 20,

~
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at the Strathcona branch) and that 120 teachers had, in the same year,
borrowed collections of books for classroom use. 64 A meeting of Edmonton
Pubﬂic Library Board representatives, children's department staff members, city
commissﬂoners and cﬁé Superintendents of the Separate and Public School

Boards was held in 1947 to discuss the problem of providing books for

school needs. The suggestion was made at this meeting that it would be

more e;onomical if the library were utilized as a distributing depot for;

books required only seasonally for school enterprise projects and that

the school boards should provide some financial assistance. Neither of

the school boards could agree ‘to the idea, however so the issue was

dropped. = .

came change. The city's electric transit system was phased out in favor
of diesel buses and with it went- the public library shstreetcar branch
Mobile library service was continued with a reconditioned bookmobile
obtained in 1947 and a second‘one purchased in 1948. . The 1947 bookmobile‘
was the only one of its kind in any Canadian city. It distributed books
to more than 400 children and adults daily.” Working on a six day scheduleg

.

it served the disfricts of Forest Heights, Bonnie Doon,{Westglen, Glenora,

!

Jasper Place;“kllendale, King Edward Park, Ritchie, Riverdale and ‘7

Highlands.  The truck, piloted by driver Jack Fearon, carried 1,500 books,

and volunteers helped with“&ﬁeir distribution in each district. Three of

the stops were alongside:- schools wheretphildren were sent out to get their

books according to.grades. ‘Two of,the‘most popular books with children,

»

I
@ : ¢ <
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were Paddle to the Sea and Homer-Price.
Librarians from the Edmonton Public Library also_ventured out into

the community in ways other than by bookmobile. School visits with

15 minute book talks were standard and librarians were often invited to

speak to parents groups. 'Comic strips and their influence on young minds

was one of the most popular topics of discussion.\ At a March, 1948‘

meeting of the University Home and School Association, Aleta Vikse, a

librarian with the Edmonton Public Library, reviewed the elements of

./comic strips which appealed to children, erplaining'how.these elgsents

" 66

‘were being used in books;to attract children to better types of reading,

Despite this-reassurau hat ébmic strips, or at least their format,

‘had some merit the- public remained convinceﬁ that the library was

an ally in the battle against the comic book. 'wga ‘
. N iy -
"Young Canada Book Week" should provide a useful and effectﬁgé
antidote to the iniquitous publicationsidealing with sex ,and ..
violence which are misnamed 'comic books. It is admitt®d everywhere
that these so-called "comic books" exercise a dangerous and
perverting effect on children. Juvenile crime has been traced, in
more ‘cases than one, to the influence of these publications. But it
is admitted, too, that little can be done to mitigate the effects of |
these cheap and tawdry thrillers unless something is provided to
take their place in children 's affections.67 :

School library service took an important step forward in 1949 when
‘ -

' Miss Alma Webster, a former high school teacher with a Bachelor of Library «

Science degree, was hired by the“}@monton Public School Board to organize\

a library for'Victoria Composite High School Because the budget provided was’

‘so limited MissWebster made many visits to.the main public library, to use
its professional tools and to pick up reference books no longer needed by
the 1ibrary As the collection grew at Victoria Composite, a noticeable

\

decline in the use of the public library' streference department was

g§served : “ I
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The immensely successful Puppet Club began at the. Strathcona ligbrary
in 1950. Blanche' Irvine, head .of the branch's children's department,

had explored the idea in Bachelor of Library Science classes at the

. G
University of Toronto and was anxious to put her interest into practical

use. Every Saturday afternoon about 40 children hetween the ages of
ten and fifteen met at the library to make theirahn1nmrionettes and .
puppets. The children wrote and produced thelr own plays, basing their .

. . v ! ' . Sewd Nv; ’§'
ideas on library books they had read.69 Betweenfl950 and 1951, the S v@éﬁ

Puppet Club presented about 20 plays to overflowing audiences in thef
‘\) .

basement of the Strathcona Library.7 Renovations had been complete:$,

s

the basement which now housed the children s depl

patrons, who could make use of the enlarged faC' 4 ere’ sought

. e ' 4 T .
Library undertoo ’inter—school children's membership drive. Staff

At the main library a children's music hour which was hél' every
Thursday at 4:30 began in November, 1950. Particia Kerr, of the library's

music department, organized these music appreciation hours for upper

elementary and junior high age students, Summer\reading clubs continued
Zee W5

to attract a steady following, with the 1951 tlub at the main library
drawing over,250 registranté. The most popular books, with these summer

readers, were ones on scouting, woodcraft, sports, outdoor activities and

hd¥r— to-do—it pro_]ects.71 o i }

Although the library's attemptsé’b solicig financial support from

»Edmonton'sVQChoolpﬁoards had been abandoned, at least for the time being,

»

the cooperatiom of school personnel was still given a high priority. A
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special .open house for ﬁeachérs.was held .in th '£él¥'of-1951 in
cdnjunction';ith Young Canada Book Week. Abou 1,000. teachers attended
‘the eveniﬁg which was designed to‘aCQUaiht th , with the facilities and
se?vices‘ofbthéﬁlibrary. The school/lih:ary rrlationship was stréngthened
even further in the next year wﬁgﬁ a library orientation Srogram for a
number of grade éive classes was:conducted by GQrace McDonald, who had.
become Head Childrenfs Librarian in 1945, and Alixe Ly’ns. Five separate

and eleven public schools adjacent to the libraries participated. Each

v

cfﬁ@@ attended three lectpreé; the first was i troductory and covered the

care of books, arrangemerrt of the library and #he_classifiéation;system;

. . w \ N .
the use of the cataloguej‘ The final visiﬂ%included

1
£

the second dealt with
. . ‘mﬁ- , N 72 ) k, \.
a practical rewview and“% catalogue game. ‘ , “@.
, ; _ _ . o 4

As the years went by it became obvious tha& Hugh Gourlay's efforts at
: : S i

extending library service to Edmonton children were not in vain. By

November of 1955, 65 per cent of Edmostdon's schopl children had library G§

‘ cards73 -.a greét improvenént over the 39 per cent enrolled when Gourlay

had first joined the staff. Circulation of juﬁéﬁile books had,also climbed
’headily during the Gourlay years (see Table IV). It had bécome apparent,v

as well, that two libraries, and an overtaxed mobile.sefvice, wef%

‘inadequate to meet the needs of a growing city. The Board had started to

‘investigate the opening of additional branches as early as:»1948. A formal

inquiry commissioﬁed by them was completed by Noel Dant, an Edmonton city
planner, iﬁ,l952. Six brénches were propoéed; four to be on the north’
si@enof the river and fwo on tﬁe south.74 Within a year of the report

the Sprucewood iibrary opéned, in é renovét%d church, at 11824 - 85 Street.
VThéngﬁt%deonton;Bﬂéineés Association funded interiorjremo&elling and

- : ) . . '
Elizabeth McCallum was appointed head librarian. Hundreds of neighborhood

°

R
)
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children flocked to the new branch, putting a strain onthe limited
coilection. For the first six weegs after its opening, children were

"allowed only one book and after that justvtwo books, one for school and
one for pleasure.

In Edmonton,vand in Alberta generally, there were more encouraging
signs‘of profeesionalu%fowth in tne‘library field. An Edmonton Library
Association; which worked at extending library service to hospital-bound
children had been formed. The Canadian Legion provided funds to
establlsh a library for ~young polio patients in St. Joseph's Hospital.
Gtace McDonald of the Edmonton Public Library was appointed chairman of

mihe buying committee. The library, which was christened "The Junior
Booksnelf", was formally presented to the'hzspital on November 28, 195%4.
The provincial government had agreed, in 1947, to give the‘fledgling
Alberta Library Assoeiation an annual grant and oy the early,l950's it too
had.undertaken-a'number of projects. A committee from this'ASSociation
éave assistance to the Reading Committee of the Home and School Association.

e '
Talks on the library profession as part of high school career sessions were

" initiated in 1955.

Fl

In February of 1955 Hugh Gourlay submitted his resignation to the
R .

Board. A stroke had seriouslyﬂimpaired his health, leaving him no longer"
able to perfor* his duti?s.effectively. The'program of innovative and v
imaginative reorganization and enpansion that Gourlay had spearheaded
remained, as nis leéacy to the ;eople‘of Edmonton. Long—time employee
Aleta Vikse wae appointed‘hcting Head Librarian.f In the annual report for
that year, Miss Vikse noted that the demands on the 1ibrary would be even
greater in the future, because of the probable amalgamation of Jasper

Place and Beverly with Edmonton. Nor was there any significant slowdown in

y -
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the library's work with children. Grace McDonald, in the same report,
commented on the increased number of requests for books by parents‘qf
pre-school children, as well as by kindergarten and playschobl leaders.
Friday morning visits to schools had been consistently car;ied out aﬁd
weekly stofy hours had been'held at the main, Strathcona and Sprucewood
libraries, Attendance at these story hours was down somewhat frbm the
previous year, perhaps becauée of time conflicts with telévision programs,
a new attraction for Edmﬁnton youngsters. At the Strathcona Library a
special youth section provedvpépular.l A total of 20.543 books were

-

borrdwed from this collectien of caréfully chos%;‘volumes, on topics such .

¥y

< 7
as sports, personal development, adventure and science fiction.

The years since,l940 had been onés of energetic expansion in the

Edmdnton Public Library's service to children and the future looked
promising. ' ) : ‘

- . 1o,
< - L ¥

In the fall of 1956, Morton Coburn, Edmonton's third public library

head, took over‘ﬁrom Aleta Vikse. Coburn was an American who had been

selected to fill the position from a short list of 20 applicants. Born in

Chicago, Illinois, in 1921; Coburn received a Bachelor of Science degfeé

in 1949 froﬁ the University ovallinois, gfter having’served with the \

United States armed f;¥ceé’duri%g World War II. In 1950 he complefed a

Master of Library Science degrée a; the same yniversity, before going to

his first full-time library ﬁoéitiq&, as.assistant refefence'libratian, at f-j)

the University of Kansas. Pri;r tb'gbming to Edmonton, Coburn spent four
¢ 2 -

yéars at the Ohio State University’Libfary, in.g#olumbus, as head of the

gift and exchange division and the book purchase division. At an informal

>
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réceptiqn on August 30, 1956, two days before officially taking office,
he was igkroduced to library staff, Board and civic dignitaries.77,

Morton Coburn'é arrival in Edmonton came at a time of unabated
growth. The 1956 census tabuLated the city's population at 22,549. The -
Edmonton Public Libfary,-with its 32 service points (the main library;~3d
Branches and 29 bookmobile stops) struggled to keep up with the'demaﬁds.78
With a total budget of $309,987.00, more than doﬁble that of 1951, the
‘library circulated over a miliidn volumes in 1556; with 47.4 per cent of
these borrowed by adults, and 52.6 per cent by youngsters.79 A new Public
Libraries Act which became law on March 29; 1956, gavé some increase in
financial assistance, as did an imprpved government grant a year later,
but on a pef capita basis ;he Edmonﬁon_library was still receiving only
minimal support with qombined municipal,and/provinciai gfants.so

gike his predecessor, Coburn first turned his energy toward \

_streamlining the Library's operations to conform with his own ideas of
' |

organizational efficiency. A key part'of this plan was the formulation of \

an "administrative staff conference'", compésed of senior librarians which
was to serve.as a committee of investigators and advisofs to the library‘
administration.81 The library ordering was changed, from a semi—annual'
to a semi—mqnthly schedﬁle. As wkll, a Book Order Divisioﬁ, that would
receive input from the newly formed Book Order Committee;‘ﬁas created. To

report progress within the system, Coburn began News Notes, a'monthly

newsletter, whose first issue appeare&/in October, 1956.

. \

As these changes began to takg eff@ct, the Library's gtrk with young
pedple-carriedton. ‘The tgen-age department at the main:libfary_offered
appfoximately;3,000 books to youné readefs. Romances, or stories concerned.

with professions, were popular with girls, while boys chose mysteries or

i



space storles. Although this collection was supposed to'be‘restripted

to those fourteen years or older, Mrs. Blanche (Irvine) Friderichsen,

h ‘
i

the acting head of the circulation department at the time, remembers one
eager, under-age girl who, with the authorization of a letter from(her
parent;, was allowed access to the teen collection.82

: Very early in his career with tHe Edmonton Public Library, Morton
Coburn expressed concern over the strain that school use was putting on
the.library's limitgd resources., Only three of the city's high schools

had library collections. Elementary schools fared even more_gggz}y;///
Young Canada Book Week, in the fall of 1957,wasanvappropriate time for .
the Library's new director to begin his campaign for eﬁiarged facilities.

- Our branch libraries are as much a part of our school buildings as
the classrooms themselves. ‘The extensive growth of our school

. population, and our inadequate number of branch libraries works to
the disadvantage of both teathers and their pupils. When citizens
vote againgt libraries they, are voting against girls' and boys'
education’.83 - .

Fourteen out of twenty-eight stops in the library's 1957 bookmobile

schedule’ were at schools, but as Coburﬁ stressed, the need for new branch

libraries, to replace ﬁobiledserv;Ce Fas urgent.

Another urgent need was also becoming apparent at the main library.

Study.spabe was at afpremium, shelving in the public area was ‘inadequate

~

and there was no space for a proﬁe; étaff lounge.' Coburn was convinced
that it waé time for a ﬁew building.. Once agai§, he made his‘viewé
known.84 The new Sprucewoﬁd Branch, whiéh moves\fo enlarged préﬁiégs at
11555 - 95 Street, eased the press#re for new branches somewhat, but it

would be yegars before~the_necessity for a new main building was

g

y“s children's.departments enjdyed a’ record breaking

. (RN PO e . 3 \ .
fyear;in,l958J: Circulation, which was well over 700,000 volumes, had

&
§ >
v Py e

I
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doubled in five years, with the average number of books‘read hw each

child rising from 18.1 to 23.8, 85 The launching of Sﬁutﬂdk had sparked

a particular interest in space travel books, and they werelgﬁ continuous

circulation.86 Television was also§influencih$ children's choice in

' books. ~Canadian explorers like Mackenzie and Radisson, featured in

t

. televigion programs, became popular heroes with young readers. For the
preschoolere,'a trend had been started'with the publication of Cat in the
Hat, by Dr. Seuss, whose books were in constant demand. The bookmobile

service, now in its eighteenth year, had been expanded from 28 to 40

L

stops weekly, with its two buses manned by a gtaff of eight full-time,
and three part-time employees. - .
. ‘Although Nicholas ‘Alexeeff had retired in 1953 the Music

' Department's tradition of service to,children did not cease. His

s

successor, Helen Sinclair, a trained music librarian%,worked’at upgrading

the collection and encouraging music appreciation id young listeners.
. "‘ | N | : ‘
‘Music hours were organized for Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A/ summer day camps and

' ® 5 . i
children's wards of local hospitals. A series of music workshops,’

designed to help elementary school teachers, were also jointly sponsored-

by the Library, the Edmonton Public School B&ard and the Educati?n Policy
. —— / 7

Committee of the Alberta Teachers' Association. /
: / )
Several documents, released in 1959, graphically demonstrated the

Frerm e

inadequacy of -Alberta's school 1ibraries,'an inadequacy that/MortonVCoburn

ty

and other public librariaps'were only -too well aware of. A DepaPtment

of Education Library Sub-committee, which had been appointed several years

earlier, came out with its repo;t in May " .. some schools lack books,

g o s

others lack the necessar§ organization and personnel to. use the boohs they

have properly, while others are unable to organize llbrary service becauser



they lack space."87 These findings were echoed a month later by the
y

province s Royal Commigsion on Education, which also revealed a lack Ofv

\l" v

‘trained gthool library personnel as well as a lack of adequate quarters.,

-
w

The time for administrative initiative in the area of school libraries
"wahvlong.overdue, and’ these two-reports.provided the impetus that'was‘
needed. A“recommendation was implemented, in’éeptember of 1959 deeming .
libraries in new elementary scho?ls -and additions eligible for Department
of Education building grants. Proffssional interest was stimulated by the
First National Library Service in - the Schools Workshop held in Edmonton 88
One year later, the Edmonton: Public School Boardcappointed L.G. Wiedrick
vas its school library specialist. | ) | _ :
In 1960, the Edmontod Public Board's 1960 allotment for library books‘
..was'$80 000.00, allowing for an average expenditure of $l.40 per pupil in
established schools, with a sum, in ercess of that amount, in the new
ones.89 Teachers were expected to choose books for élassroom and library
use. To help make these decisions, they called.on the expertise available
at the Edmonton Public Libraryk A nine member sub—committee, underkthe
chairmanship of L.G. Wiedrick, was set up, with Grace McDonald acting in
an advisory capacity. The Committee prepared a: list of ba51c titles,
with annotations, grade placements, Dewey numbers, publishers and prices,
-:that was distributed in 196l. "'In 1962 ‘the School Board adopted an’
ambitious five year School Library Policy, with.the goal of increasing the
number of books per student from 6.5 to 10, and providing every school
with a library, and the services of a teacher—librarian.go' This flurry of*
activity to promote the deyelopment of school libraries, signalled the .

beginning of an era of rapld growth nationally, as well as locally.

The development of school libraries in Canada was accelerated in
the 1960's because educators realized that the new educational
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programs had littlé chance of succeedipg without the support of
- good library resources’ and services.9l

4

Reference 1ibrarians at Edmonton 8 main library quickly noticed the

improvement in local school libraries. The number of* school—related
i

requests dropped somewhat as students -showed familiarity with an
: ‘ . o - N . ‘

 increasing number of reference works.g2

As school library serviCe to Edmonton's children gainedtmomentum,

the public library pursuad its goal of keeping pace with one of Canada's

fastest growing cities.- The new branch libraries that Morton Coburn had

seen on the horizon began tQ materialize. "In m1d-l960, the Idylwylde

Branch opened at 8316f}\§8 Avenue. In the fall of 1961, the Library and

.y

the Town of Jasper Place combined human and-financial.resoumces to open.

the Jasper Place Branch, at the:north end of the Meadowlark §hopping

88

\Centre. Several years later,.when Jasper’Place'amélgamated with Edmonton,

this branch was integrated into the system. A renovated bungalow was the

flrst home for the Highlaﬁds Branch, in 1962, and a new:structure opened on

g ‘
the same s1te, in 1964. For the children of‘Edmonton, these branches meant

\

\

greatly enhanced-accessibility to library resources, as well as a marked
improvément oyer crowded bookmobiles or long bus”trips to and from the
closest library . |
Temporary rellef was given to the overcrowded quarters at the main
flibrary,‘in September of 1962, when a»portable structure that had been
constructed on the front lawn, to house the children's collection, was
.officially opened The structure, which;had@cost $30,000.00 was

:designed to hold approximately 35,000 volumes. It was connected to the

main llbrary by a nafrow passageway. 'An international exhibition of

children's art had been arranged to mark the opening, and a fair amount of

v
i
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libraries. l"I don t think there is any library system in: North America

' children s‘books",94 Coburn contended,.addinggthat this would only

89

radio} newspaper andrtelevision publicity was given to the event. The

old children's area was taken over by the Cataloguing Department, but ,
wt! v ] . \ .‘
space at the main library waS'still inadequate. ' ' . ‘

Children's library privileges were the focus of a controversy that'

erupted in October, 1962, when Dr. Metro Gulutsan of the Uniwersity of

Alberta's Faculty of Education, told a teachers' convention that the rules .

of the Edmonton Public Library "weren not designed to further the mental '

ey

stimulation of young_people."93 Basing his criticism on the‘experience B

of his own children,‘Dr. Gulutsan'claimed that the level of books children
lcould borrow was restricted, that overdue fines were too steep, and that
theiborrowing period'was too short. . Morton Coburn responded by refuting

‘some- of the eharges that were, in fact incorrect, but he stood firm on

-

'the Library s policy of restricting childreén's borrowing to the children s

»

which permits children to wander back and forth between adults and

discourage them bacause~the material would bevtoo diﬁficult for them.‘:In

addition, there was always the poséibility that they would pick books. that

 their parents would find objectionable. «Dr, Gulutsan countered by

pointing out that in Berkeley, Calfornia,'children s borrowing was. not

restricted The controversy simmered for‘several weeks. The’Edmonton

>Journal, curious about children's reactionS;to this dissension;tsent a

‘reporter to“this,main library to shadow'young borrowers; Thirty youngsters

\\n(only four of them girls) were observed choosing and discussing books.‘ In

a'five minute period, three cowboy books a story'of fighter plans, a

”subman%ne drama and a dozen p1ctures of cavalrymen, sailors and soldlers

A

. were checked out. One eleven year old girl defended her interest in

3



.

detective and horse stories.95 None of the children interviewed
expresqed dissatisfaction with ‘the choice of books available to them, but

since thE'sa;;Teruéd time span were so limited the "survey" had little

a

, galue,;aside from its human interest appeal to newspaper readers.

The Library s Annual Report of 1963 showed that Edmonton children

Y

y other period in the Library =]
2

' borrowed more books in 1963 than in

fifty year history. Significantly, it) was estimated that one-third of

o

* the children’s books in circulation,‘ t any ore time, were books of facts;

‘Even seven and eight year bld child n were showing an interest in

&

scientific t:opics.g‘6 Teachers and.oth' adults also made greater use of

the children § libraries. One thousand Jthree hundred and thirty four

school classes were given book talks, and 205 teachers brought their

pupils to the libraries for group instruction. Education students from

wt

the UniVersity*of élberta made use of.children s books in preparation faor
‘ . I N w ) »‘ L
their pra@tice training These demands were hampered by a serious

shortage of trained personnel; heads of branches served dual roles as.

adult and. children 8 librarians and the amount of quality of reading i

guidance to tndividual»readers were adversely affected. This shortage of
trained librarians,'together'with a‘changebin viewpoint that recognized

the young adults’ eclectic tastes, had brought about the cldsure

several years earlier‘of the main:library's youth section.97 ,Despite
the staff shortages, three joint projects were undertaken, and completed
by the children s departments of the main and branch libraries in 1963.

A number of bibliographies related to school enterprise projectf, were

7

compiled. Analytics were made up for the collective biographies in the

collection, and the children,s.staff manualiwas revised. A small
.‘9 - ’ - B : . .
collection of children's books in the French language had also been
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. 4
established. The’ local French—Canadian association donated the funds for l

- the initial purchases, while the books thems*lves were featured in Young

!

t Canada Book Week displays.
The year 1963 had also been crucial for the bookmobile service. Atﬁ
the beginning of .that year, fiVe bookmobiles had been providi'g service,

at 45 stops,'topredominantlyyoung patrons.. Ninety-one percent of the

405 319 books borrowed in 1962 were taken out by children98 but'a '

breakdown of the oldest bookmobile brought about a re—assessment of the
' , 1

"t’

entire operation. The Library Board, the‘twoggghool boards, andvthe

Library Sub-committee of the Edmonton Council of Home.and School

Ly

Associations cooperated in a major study that investigated the service ‘

and its costs. Fifty per cent: of the bookmobile stops were at public

and separate schools, but as a result of ‘the study, ‘an agreement was
reached, that this prefqgential direct‘school service could, and-should,
not continue. Too great a demand was being places on the resources of

the main-library A revised schedule was'Carefully drawn up &o that not

one of the 25 schools from which would be: withdrawn was denied a library

. outlet within a reasonablekdistance. The curtailment of service to schools

. : 4
didfseem to have an-adverse effect ‘however, for circulation figures.for

children's books in 1964 showed a. decline for the first time in many years.
Brief public innerest in book selection policies was generated once
 more in January, 1964 by the statement, by Margaret Beckman, a member of
”the Public Library Board in Waterloo, Ontario; that childr%n s series like
the. Bobbsey Twins, the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew should be banned from

school libraries. Grace McDonald stated that these books were not~found

in the public library system, because regulating books is like regulating

T-a child's diet", and that children who began with better quality books'
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‘ wpuld'learn to discriminate between gyod and, bad writing. The Library's

selection procedure was thorough, with main and branch representafives,
meeting twice a month, to review new juvenile books. The Edmonton Public
School Board's library speciali;t L.G. Wiedrick, had a different)opinion
about ‘the series, calling them "'bait books". He said that there was no
hard and fast policy on the matter and that,'in his view, each school’
library collection depended on the students and their needs.99 |

i

Another cutback in service -to schools occurred in the fall of 1965,
when class room loans to teachers were discontinued Morton Coburn was
convinced’that the two Edmontonlschool boards were not contributing their
share toward 1ibrary'cOsts. The public library was attempting to service
the city with a book budget of $147, 000 00, or only 45 per cent of the
$327,000.00 which:was the combined book budget of the public and separate‘
schobl systems.lOQ. Coburn was particularl; distressed with the library's
book budget because a new building ‘had finally been approved in 1964 as

»
the city s Centennial project. He was anxiouaﬂthat it nots open with

i empty shelves. The children's section on the lower level of the new

library was to be relatively spacious’(approximately one—fifth 1arger than
the old quarters). DPlans\called.for a theatre,.with a stage and seats,
for story and puppet houra,101 featurea that were sure to attract:greater"
numbers ‘f young readers.

As construction On.Edmonton's new main-library‘began, there were o
heartening signs of growth in children s library servicesg all across the
nation. Urban. public libraries, that, in 1927 numbered ‘only 640 with a
circulation ofy16;791,734 volumes, had Wy l965 increased their numbers to
910 and their circulation to 78,288,557;102' A Canadian School'Library

Association had been formed, at the Canadian'Library\Aesociation



Conference, in 1961. In 1966 the C. S L.A. deVeloped Standards for work

with yoq;gﬁpeople in Canadian public libraries. In Alberta a School

Libraries Council, affiliated with the Alberta Teachers' Association, was
founded 1in l9ﬁ4, and by 1966 a ?rovincial School Library Consultant had

been appointed. Approval had also been given to the establishment of a

School of Library Science at the University of Alberta.‘ In 19 ‘the
Y 1
" Edmonton Public Library increased its potential for 5)5&& } . vi.‘éfe‘n by
W
opening the Calder and Capilano branch libraries. s‘&* o

. k;wf

Offsetting these positive signs, however, was a disturbin shift in
borrowing patterns. Circulation of children's books at !ge Edmonton
Public Library had dropped again in 1965, and 1966. Although some of the
1decrease“cou1d perhaps be attributed to local changes; such as the
addition.of 4,000 names to the delinquent borrowers file, the
discontinuation of classroom loans, and the improvement of school
libraries, the aecline seemed, to be 4 more general trend; that had been
noted in many North American libraries. The popularity of telev;sion was
thought by some‘to be a contributing factor, but whatever the case, it
was becoming. apparent that outside forces were shifting and that public
libraries would have to adapt - ‘to the changes. For Morton Coburn and.
'Edmonton s children\s librarians, th7 completion of the impressive
Centennial Library, in May of 1967 heralded a challenging new era of

.

service.

Conclusion
.In the continuum»of’Canadian libraryvdevelopment, the history of the
Edmonton Public Libraryfs children's services provides a.representative

example of growth and expansion in response to community standards. and
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" needs. ‘hy examining such patterns of growth, we gain both a better

understanding of our roots, and information on which to build the future.

Between 1907 and 1967, the pattern that had been observed some years

¢

earlier in the history of American public library service to children

. \8
developed in Edmonton. Community concern for child welfare, combined with
. :

.

a strong belief in the value of education that was particularly evident

among early European immigrants, provided the social climate for the

development of children's public library service. In this climate, the

Edmonton Public Library provided service that responded to those

community needs. - w

Early reading rooms maintained by staff with no soecial background

in children's work were the forerunners of a;children'sudepartment

‘ supervised by librarians with specialized training. Service to Edmonton's-

children grew steadily over sixty years, particularly in the §Ears
following 1940 when Edmonton's population began to burgeon. Although the
techniques changed, the goals for this service remained stable.‘
! Edmonton s public libraries sought to provide children with a
collection of books of high quality, as well as to promote reading that -
would meet the child's educational, recreational, and developmental needs.
The responsibility of establishing sound criteria for the selection of
children's books was undertaken vigorously by the children's librarians
of the Edmonton Public Library. Community support for these principles
was evidenced by laudatory newspaper editorials, while increased
circulation gave credence to. the belief that popularity and high quality
in literature could go hand in hand

School libraryfservice in Edmonton developed at a slower pace, with

the financial and human resources of the public library often taking up
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the slack. As school libraries improde, a shift in emphasis occurredl
in the publif?librlry's reference services, *as well as in some budget

allocations. " Despite problems over the years, both agencies sought to

cooperatelin meeting the educational goals that they shared fd4 children,

Public librarians visited the schools, while teachers brought classes to '

¥

¢ " ) .
the libraries, often signing out books for classroom loans. Authorities

from both areas worked together on committdﬁn, seeking solutions to some
o o \
of the problems associatéd with rapid urban expansion. ’

A chronological history provides a convenient framework to trace the
‘ .
growth and accomplishments of public library service to the children of

Edmonton, but it is the energy and dedication ofvthe librarians who served
so selflessly that brings the story to life. Their efforts laid the

foundations on which library service to each new generation was built.
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