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“Digital storytelling blends the ancient art 

of storytelling with modern technology to 

empower individuals and Impact communities” 

(Flicker and Hill, 2014, p. 267)



Metadata is the story 

of a resource



Community 
contributed 

metadata as a 
form of digital 

storytelling

● Community contributed 

metadata

○ Enables communities to tell 

the stories they wish to tell 

about their resources in the 

ways they wish to tell them

○ Unsettles traditional power 

structures around the 

representation of knowledge

○ Gives voice and agency back to 

communities



Institutional metadata

Chemawa School Bakery, circa 1909

A photograph (lantern slide) showing the interior 
of the Bakery at Chemawa with workers. Circa 
1909. 
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https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/chemawa-school-bakery-circa-1909



Community metadata

https://plateauportal.libraries.wsu.edu/digital-heritage/chemawa-school-bakery-circa-1909



Implications for metadata processes

● Recognizing the right of 

communities to see 

themselves appropriately 

represented in metadata

● Acknowledging that 

one-size-fits-all 

standards are not 

effective

● Engaging communities in 

ongoing processes of 

metadata design, 

application, assessment
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Thank you!
sharon.farnel@ualberta.ca
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