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ABSTRACT .

This 8 tudy 13 aa analysis of the ideology of. Franqois Duvalier
48 set. out in his essays and speeches. :

. Duvalier was a product'of the U.S. Occupation's successfll‘progrqm
to credte a.Haitian_middle cdqss._ This embryonic middle class, elthodgh
partially drawn from- the previously ascendant mulatto elite, sended
to be don#nated by blacks. A nationalistic movement grew oet of this
middle class. At first {ts wrftings focused on the removal of U.S
Occupation forces from Haiti A split between the upper mulatto class'
and the black middle clqss occurred after the U: S withdrew. The
mulattoes resumed their social.economic and politicsl policies. " A
group.- of black middle clebs intellectuals, 1nclud1ng Duvalier, blamed
the mulattoes for alJ the past ills of the nation and the poor living
conditions of the peasants vho made up two thirds of the. nation The
blacks demended an end to mulatto exclusivism and thé rise offan
"authentic" black leader aligned with.the hlack peasant mssses

The first part of the study (1789-1804) sets out the historical
soeial economic and political backgrsund of the mulattoes the black
middle class, and the black peasants. The second part (1804-1915)"
then examines mulatto hegamony after independence and the socio-
economic system that evolved prior to 1915. The third part (1915-1946)
discusses’the U.S.—Occupation, the rise of seﬁarate mulatts and black
nationalist movements, the struggle between the two.and the eventual

o

seizure of power by the black middle class., The final Section examines



in de'tail'l-‘ransois Duvalier's contribution to the intellectual movement
in tHe >19;0's and 40's by analyzing his writings. The studyr _concludea‘
with an ancl);s'is of Duvalier's writings as a key to undetstfhding his
political hact.. '

o . ) [
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INTRODUCTSON. |,

This study examines the evolution of Frangois Duvalier's social
nnﬂ.political thought. No oone, I think, will disagree that one may
gain a clearer understanding of President Duvalier, as well as of the
black middle class twat brought him to power, by a careful review of

Duvalier's writings. Tbis thesis attempts such a review, in order

"v

to examine Duvalier's ideas as thev are éxpresseh in his workse It
is not generally‘recogniied that Duyhlier was part of an intellectual
movement, to which he -activelv contributed by his writings; ‘on the
contrary, people temd to associate him solelv with his repeated use *
of t;rror’and of voodoo. Thus the popu;ar image of Duvalie; is that
of a voodoo witch doctor, a political mystic resorting to brute force
to maintain his position and power.

In order to put Duvalier and his vears in power in a proper
context it is necessarv to carefully analvze his writings. In them
can be found kevs, to his political acts which make him not a myvstic
voedoo witch doctar, but a human being caught up in, and a produ;t
of, haiti's_attempt to develoﬁ‘politicallv and socially. On a broader
scale the studv is meant to illustrate the dynamics of the process

: :

of cultural identification in the face of a threatening colonial
heritage.

The study of Duvalier's works poses some difficultiqs; the
principal Jf which is his writing style or technique. Duvalier wrote in

an 8ntequa',‘n_ Louis X1V style and the majority of his publications

consisted of scattered essays which were nei& collected nor



satisfactorily edited. This thesis requirea as a prerequisite,

therefore the nfnthelil of these literary fragments. .

1 believé this essay is the first attempt by any student to trace
his (dea- to their origins, although David Nichollas 1n his numeroys

articles, comes close. at times to acconplilhing the tnsk Much of
’

my analysis is historical. The importance of history to the mulgtté

~_/

and black power pontendera will, I believe, Decome obvious to the

reader as the study progresses.

a

There is very little recorded information on Fransdis puvalier's
childhood. He was born in 1907 in a lower middle cla;s district of
Port-au-Prince. His father was a primary school teacher who later
begame a magistrate. His mothéé was a barefoot bé;ery employeg. 0ld
timérs of Port—au-Prince, who remembered the young Duvalier, charac}erize
him as a "quiet introverted boy, who did not play gaméé [and who] liked
to be alone ..."1 \ _ '

There was much'political~corrup5¥on and instability 1n‘the society
which formed the blackgrohnd of Duvalier's youth. For example, the
Dtrector of the National Bank had embezzled one milliqn dollars with

the assistance of three former cabiqpt ministers. A Haitia? debt to

certain international banks, at the beginning of the Twent eth Centur\

-~

1. Bernard Diederich and Al Burt, Papa Doc: The Truth about
Haiti Today (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1969), p. 35.
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was responsible tor cont inuous gun-boat threats from French, German
)
and U.S. governments,. Furthermore, German nationals ljiving i{n Hattdi

instigated re political instability by their practice of underwriting

1y

revolutiods for as little as $30,0()().2
Died%fibh and Burt's.description of the numerous presidential
. [

changes in the first eight vears of Duvalier's life summarizes the
} &

violent chae- and {nstabilitv inherent in Haitian politics. They
wrote: .

when Duvalier was one vear old (General Antoine

Simone overthrew Alexis. He was four when a revolution
ousted Simon and five when an explosion reduced the

old wooden palais national and President Cincinnatus
Lecoute along with it to splinters. Duvalier was six
.when President Tancrede Auguste was polsoned; his funeral
was interrupted when two generals began fighting over his
succgession.... One Michael Ofests got the job, but he

was overthrown the Pollowing vear bv a man named Zomapr.
who in turn fell a. year later to Davilmar Theodore. ...

As a boy of ‘eight, Duvalier had a front row seat to the
American Dccupg\t‘ion.3

Although Duvalier was perhaps too young to grasp the political meanimg

behind this chaos, nevertheless he cannot have failed to sense the
! ’ B -’
turmoil of his environment. -

buvalier attended local schools, finishing his secondarv education

in 1928 it the Lycée Petion. he completed his medical training at

.

the EBole de Médecine at the Universite de Haiti. Dr. Jean Price-Mars.

and Louis Holly, two of the founders of tne Haitian Noiristea

N M 3 v ) Pl

Robert I. Rotberg with Christopher k. Clague, Haiti: The Politics
of Squalor (Boston, Mass.: Houghton Mifflin €pmpany, 1971), p. 104.

. -

3. .
Diederich and Burt, Papa Doc, p. 30.

Discussed in Chapter 111 below.
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-
muvemenl.;aud Dumgrsafe Enttm;, Jhu was to bouomtlp;;lldenl (in 1946)

-;8 henJ of the bl-ci social revolution, were }hree of Duvaller's high
school teachers. D;valler was greatly affected by the Nitlop‘?ﬁl( ..
writiags of the Price-Mars apd qulys; seo that their phll%}bphv too became
a part of his intellectual environment. .Prir:-Mars wa@ an outspoken

L. .
rrgtic ot the parasitic elfitds which disdained the masses, and his
< h

ethnological aund hiseorical study of Lhewéei;nnts and their folklore
tincluding their voodoo) was fundamenta} LofDuvalie;'s intellectual
'schooltng. Hollv's writings also were signifdcant in ’Duv.alier"e\' .
earl?}perceptfon& of societv and poliLics.b Jk)llv wrote on the oglgins
of 4 nation's menta[iié (charaqter). and he urged‘;ha Republic to

transform its mentalite from a Gallo-Latine to an African one bv destroving

) N
.

French culture and outlook, and bv adopting the social svstem of the
natfon's majority. This ‘meant a éhaotic/mIXIure-of tﬂo foreiynvdominaeed
Roman Cagholic Chu;ch.with that svmbol of the massés. voodno._

The views of his two Eeacherg were further impgessed upon the

.

twentydtan\:ear old”Duvaller by his meeting with Lorimer Denis. Denis
. » R

. R ,.’

was described by Rotberg as a twentv-four vear old voodoo mvstic. .

This contact marked the beginnidg of Duva%}er's serious interest in

tHe Noirjiste movement”. . R .

> g . -

v

Discussed in Chapter 111 below.

Discussed in cg;ap:er 111 below.

~1
-~

Rotberg, Politics of Sih#lor, p. 13, =




Using Price-Mars' ec;EZ;ogical_and historical works and Hglly's
writings on the Haitian mentalitée as their basis, Duvalier and Denis -
wrote many essays diséussing the causes of the Republic's continuous
political instability and corruption. Their articles also.dealt'wfglgw
»the changes needed to restore order. _?he theories of certain_European

1y “
ethnologists and sociologists were used to ;upport ihei? coﬁéiugibns.§~
Thgar'texts also formed tﬂe ideological base_for the nascent black
middle class in Haiti, which puréued politifal power but was erevented
from seizing/t b& the ;xisting mulatto elite, a group which owned
its position in part to an ideology which tended to exclude blacks.
To combat mulatto elitism therefore, black ideology was forced to
counter the mulatto dogtrinésj The mulatto dogma relied extensi;zly
on an interpretation of Haitian history accorgégé to which mulattoes
were the only ones fit to rule. The black ideology attempted to
disprove this self-prociaimed hegemomny not only by counteriﬁg with an
alternative historical interpretation, but also by a supposedly more
scientific explanation of historical and social facts. |

Agxitudes to color are the base of fhese two ideologies, although

S .
the mulattoes réfuse to admit to this. The black masses 'have a creole

proverb ''neg riche ce mulat; mulat ce neg'" (a rich negro is a mulatto;
a poor mulatto 1is a negro)g, which expresses not only the value placed

upon color, but a public awareness of the situation. Color attitudes,

-

Discussed in Chapter II1 below.

~ David Nicholls, "Biology and Politics in Haiti,' Race, XIII,
No. 2 (October, 1971), p. 304.



it will £e seen, have-their roots in the earliest coionialldéys and
in the struggle for independence.

One cannot understand Duvalier nor the black middf; class tﬂét
brought him to power without a knowledge ;f Duvalier's writings. Thtg
is not‘to say that there was a completely réasoned philosophicvl
attiyude behind his dictatogihl and terroristic regime. Clearly,

.

Duvalier's ruthless actions were mocivated.primarily by his desire

to remain 1n power. However, he did use his writings (which émphasized
the significance GT\the colof schism)nas effective poligical weapons
against the mulattoes. All the 1lls of the nation were blémed on the;
mulatto and his traditional color prejudice. Duvalier's government‘
which emphasized strong dictatorial leadership, and his version of
nationalism, which eulogized the peasant and his voodoo religion,

were first verbaiized and givip fespectibility‘in his writings.

The first chapter of this study provides an historical description
of the social position of the mulatto and black slaves in colonial
Haiti. 1t is followed by an analvsis of the role played by both groups
in the struggle against France ébr Haitian independence. The
significance of this background becomes obvious to the reader in the
second Chapter, whichtdescribes the social system that developed after
independence. The mulattoes found themselves in control of the
political and social system even though they did not plav a significant

role in the fight for independence. This situation resulted in a

deliberate re-writing of independence and post-independence history,

v



to.show that the mulattoes were leadefs in the independence struggle,
and to eulogf}é the mulafto leaders while criticjzing the black leaders.
This "history" becomes part of the mulatto ideology which is also
examined Briéfly‘ﬁn Chépter Two. .The role of certain black 1égdérs
is also discussed, sin?e a number df black presidents become important'
to the ''black legend" expounded by DuQalier and Denis, a legend
examined in the ;hifd chapter of tliis work.
Chapter Three analyzes the riée gf the nationalist movement which
followed the U.S.-Océubation. and examines the color~sp11t withiﬁ
this nationalist movement; it deals with the return of mulatéo
presidencies and-their policy of'exclusivism, an eveﬁt coincidi?g wiﬁh
the rise of a new black miédle class which seized power in 1946.
Chapters Four and Five analyze Duvalier's social and political
thought which is fundamental to.the black 1déolog& and aisb compares

?

briefly his ideological writings with his .later actions as President
. . : S

of Haiti.



CHAPTER 1,

There are two'principal aspects of Haitian polificai development,
an understanding of which is necessary to the present study. T£e first
is the tlass or caste type OIQSOtio-economic and political system.
that emerged prior to the 1915 u.s. Occupation of the island. The
second is the contrasting ideologies and world views of thc elite and
the peasants. Analysis will show that the class division yas based

prlmarily on color of skin. Ehe lighter-skinned mulattoes occupied

» -~

all important economic and political.positxons, with the majorLty of
the blaeks excluded from any leadership except the military. It will

be necessarv to describe ‘how the mulatto hiscorlans re-interpreted

Haiti's struggle for independence in order to legitimate their socio-

economic and poltical authoriry.
This re—interpretation of history'is‘imbortant when we consider
the numerical strength of the slaves: and the significance is

eaders

particularly pointed when we realize that competent black
like Téussaint L'Ouvefture, Jean-Jacque Dessalines, and enri Christophe
were the‘key actors in Haiti's indepgndence struggle. In\wi of the
latter fact; ‘the mulatto s interpretatlon -0of historical events is
insupportable as an hlstorical-account. lngtead, it is an histori;al
exegesis transformed into dogma to justify the mulatto oligarcﬂic system
of government'and "to encourage Haitians.to unite under the leadership
of the most ‘patriotic, civiljzed and technically qualified group

in the country, to legitimate the mulatro ascendancy 1in the social

and economic field and to,lend weight“to their claim to guide and



control developments in the political sphere."l In other words,
their “"historical analysis" was absorbed uncritically into the whole
of mulatto folk ideology.>

This use or abuse of histéry by mulattoes becomes in turm a key

theme in the rise of the black middle class and their successful

.
-

chéllénge to mulatto elite hegemony following the political coliapse
of Haiti in" 1915. For as Rény Bastien points out, "national .disaster °
usually calls for a reappraisal of the socio-qultdral Qalﬁés which
failed to avert it. Thé past‘§s put in the dock’and found guilty
without appeal."3 In this c#se, mulatto folkehistory :hé\socio—
cultural values are tried.and condegned. The n;w black mi&dle‘blass,'
created in part by the Americans" successful educational progfgm; set
itself to write a co&trasting‘view of the Haitian history, and_its social
and political institutions. | .
Ciearly, what is required by the reader wishing to under;tand
the class struggle of post 1915 Haiti, is a factual understanding qf
Haitian célonial history. This involves an appreciation of the acfual
role played by the mulattoes and blacks during the chaotic struggle

for independence from 1789 to 1804; the type of rule practiced by

Dessalines, Christophe, and by the schismatic mulatto-contrplled south;

- &
1. &

David Nicholls, "A Work of Combat: Mulatto and the Haitian
Past, 1847-1867, "Jourmal of Inter American Studies and Werld Affairs,
XVl, No. 1 (February, 1974), p. 24,

»

A~ 2. .
This ideology will be discussed in detail at the end of tnis
chapter together with the world view of the mulatto elitc. The black‘s.
self image will be}contrasted with the mulatto ideology at a later point.

3. . )
_harold Courlander and Rémy Bastien, Relipion and Politics ir
Baiti (Washington: Imstitute for Cross-Cultural Research, 1966), p. 54,

-




and the events in seventeenth~century Haiti which resulted in the
creation of two nations, one a predominantly utban, mulatto Eutopennizedv
cultured, Catholic, French-speeking netioa in control of the economic

and political institutions, the btbet 1 “gely a black, rural-living,

African-centered voodoo-wo;sﬁlpping, C eole spd\?ing g;oup that

lived in isolation frﬁm the affairs of fthe nation and the international world
"Haiti, in/{ts colonial period (16‘7 1804) know as Saint-Domingue,

.was at the time France's wealthiest colony. A rigid colonial caste

' systém existed there, in which admixture of white..and"biebk blogd

determined social status. The population was made up af_follows:

(1)  The bureaucrats of the colonial government who administered

the financial and administrative affairs for the absolute
’ monarchy. These officials did not allow any form' of
pdlitical participation by the grands blancs, the petits
blancs, or the mulattoes. They openly despised the petits -
blancs, the mulattoes, and the slaves, while merely *
tolerating the grands blance. \y
O »

(2) Grands blancs, Frenchmen born in France, or in Haiti (creoles),
government officials, important whites - owners of large
plantations, wealthy merchants; and the patits blancs who
‘were men of smaller means and less social importance -
"shopkeepers, artisans, small planters with only a few slaves,

ittle people busily engaged in social climg}ng, and *
shiftless whites lazily slipping downhill.™ :

(3) Affranchis (mulattoes) or freedmen,5 were sons of white
fathers and African or mulatto mothers. They were often
rich landowmners, who sent their sons to France to be educated.
However, they were excluded from public office. It is important

(2]

4'J ‘Gd Leyburn, The Haitian People (New Haven: Yale University

Press, 194 ). P 16

.

5. These free people of color achieved their emancipation under
the 1685 Code Noir, Article 59, which specified that when a slave
secured his liberty, either by cash purchase or as a gift of his
white master or parent, he was to be regarded as a full French citizen.
He might own land, digpose of his wealth as he pleased, vote, bear
arms, travel where he wished, embrdce any career and own slaves or
freg them. ibid.



e

“« "v\ .
Le to notice that many of these gens de cauleur had not known
A slavery for_at least two ggnerations by the time of the

‘ Revolution.  ~Many of "these mulattoes had formed close social
and economid’ associations with the grands blancs since the -
Code Nolr ‘had enabled them to become quite wealthy through

i - inheritance and economic enterprise. Their ownership of
h large plantations and slaves was to result in bitter
’ Jjealousy by petits blancs. It is estimated that by the
time of fhe Revolution in 1789, the mulattoes owned one third
of the land and .one fourth of ‘the slaves in Haiti, .
. . F E
‘ » .

(4) ‘Slaves. This includéd both household slaves and field hands.
These Africans were 1ndiscrim1nate1y herded together on
plantations without distinctioy of language or social culture.
Thus they were a very uncohegive group, haxiﬂg only servitude
and color in co

The social relationship between these groups became increasingly

strained up to the eve of the Revolution. The 3£ands blancs feared

the petits blancs' incteasing jealousy while the getits blancs disliked

- this class of large white plantation owners and ‘the equally privileged

cultured-mulatto class. The jealousy and anger of the petits blancs

b ’

against the mulattoes culminated in the gradual establishment of racial
laws directed against the muldttoes and rescinding the rights gained
for thein under the Code Noir. Rodman accurately summarizes the

erosion of the mulatto position:
- B

One by orie - The mulattoes' rights in the Code were
abrogated. He might not fill any responsible office
either in courts or the militia, for that would elevate _
him above the white perBons. Certain careers, such as °
‘goldsmithing, were closed to him because they brought
wealth; others, notably medicine and the apothecary's
art, were forbidden on the grounds that whites might

" Ibid., p. 17.

7 Selden Rodman, Haiti: The Black Republic (New York: Devin-Adair
Co., 1954), p. 7.




o

be poisoned; law and religion were.barrés to him because
of their public and honorific nature. Colored women were -
, . forbidden in"1768 to marry white men. In 1779 began a~ :
Y - sertles of)ﬁiys designed to humiliate the colored persons
‘“ai\in publici his clothes must be of a different material and
';’cut from the white person's; he must be indoors by nine
‘o'clock in the evening; he might not sit in th same
section of churches and theatres with whites.

L~4

]

In any case the azands blancs must have concurred at least passively

with the successful petits blancs campaign to lower qhe'sultusrof the
highly Europeanized mulatto. Colonial adhiniétratbrs and thé large
white piantation owner; undoubtediy feared the w?althy mulattoes.
MedeTric-Louis-Elie Moreau de Saint-Mery estimated the population's , = .
Qake—dp in 1789 as: . . .

Whites 40,000 ' ( 8%)

Free men of color (mulatto) 28,000 ( SZ)Q
Slaves 452,000 - . (87%)

The French Revolution not only caused disintegration within France,

it brought about the spread of a dangerous ideology to colpties such

. ] C
as Saint-Domingue. Both the petits blancs and the mulattoes did
nothing to allay or even recognize the seething discontent among the slaves.

The petits blanés betg_in the vanguard of the democratic attack

on France's economic and political domination of the colonies. At the
beginning, the settler aristocracy joined this movement against French

authoritarianism. The mulattoes, because of the pet#ts blancs' exclusivism,

-~

$

8. Ibid., pp. 19-20.

3

+~ 9+ MEderic-Louis-Elie Moreau de Saint-Mér&, Description Topographigue
Physique, Civile, Politique et Historique de la Partie Francaise de 1'1sle
de Saint-Domingue (Philadelphia, 1797), I, Pp. 28. N




.

opposed the two white grqups‘and took the metropole's side in the

dispute. However, eventually the grands blancs were to join with

the mulattoes against tie petits blancs, an alliance which resulted

eventually in warfare.

. In 1789, the petits blancs gained the right to place 37 delegates

in the National Assembly.” The mulattoes in turﬁ attempted to establish

equality with the whites under the "Deglaratioﬁ of Rights of Man'',

demanding that they be allowed to select some of tﬁe colonialndelegatiyn.

The Amis des Noirs, a movement struggling for abolition of slavery,

-

-

fought the mulattoes'case, in the belief that mulatto emancipation

<

was a first step in the fight to eliminate slavery and racial discrimination

entirely from the i1sland. The Amis des Noirs succeeded partially in

thelir cagpaign on behalf of the mulattoes, for .the National Assémbly

. . { * .
. passed a resolutifn which, while apparently granting political rights
L ’

-~

-

to colored people, nevertheless left the 1nterp}etat10n_of the grant
, :

to already-existing colonial authorities. . The petits blancg would ¢(
] : - .

not allow theymulattoes to take up their six seats. The large white

. v, . -

’ ~
settler class and the white bureaucracy acted in what was to be an

exceptional and rare alliance to back the petits blancs objection.

The numerical strength and superior econbmic positioq of the mulattoes,
coupled with their interest in the new libergl ideology, must have
prompted this unusual coalition. Equality of mulattoes with whites might
lead to eventual loss of the whites' economic and political hegemony.
Mulattoes in alliance with slavgs'cannot have been an attractive

'proposition to the whites, who feared the possible independence of the island.

~ -
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However. the Ogé affeir deMOnstrated forcefully that the mulattoes
had no intention of changing the lleve planmgtion system. Vincent
Ogé's actiona are of crucial importance in ‘the conflicting interpretations

of the class struggle generated in po-t 1915 Hait}, and for the

blacks' 1nterpretetion of Haitian history. Vincent 0gé and Marc

Chavannes were two mulattoes who 0ttenpted in vain to pleed the
case for full citizeanhip under Article 59 of the Code Noir, inc
representation in the Netionel.A-lcnbly. ogé's utter frustratie
him, in‘1790, to take up arms with 700 mulattoes against the co
1t is significant that Oge did not 1nc1ude any slaves in h gY .;e
In fact, Ogé's letter to the Provisional Assembly 1in ':&

his posftion.clear regarding the slaves' emancipation. ﬁe‘ﬁrote
"that he wanted the gens de couleur included in the instructions of
‘March 28 and that he did not '{nclude ... the Negro in slavery!" 10
Oge's force was quickly defeated by the whites. The bruFal execution
of Ogé and Chavannes by white authorities was followed by a purge that
resulted in 200 more executions.ll Ogé's death stirred up bitter
feelings in Paris. He became a popular hero among Frenchmen , who

now agreed with the Amis des Noirs that the National Assembly should

~ £

take action on the "Mulatto Question and grant them their rights.

3

A decree of May, 1791 (granting some mulattoes full rights) was

1nterpreted by the white colonists to mean all mulattoes. Colonial
deputies, while acting energetically to have the act repealed were
at the same time able to frustrate a mulatto decision to follow Ogé's

example en masse; a serious insurrection was averted. Heanwhile, during

A\

,10’ Thomas Ott, The Haitian Revolution 1789-1804 (Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 1973), p. 37.

11. 1pi4.



these two years 1789 to 1791, the slaves remained on the side-lines

watching the progressive chaos and anarchy that resulted from the

¥
:
St

Colonial Adminiqtraiion's inability to solve the dispute raging among

the three factions.

-

In 1791 atother event occurred, one which would.have a significant

R .
effect on Haiti's hjstory. 1In that year, a slave named Boukman, from

-

the Northern.plain, "[used] the informal network of vodun (voodoo)

priests, and the mystery of ritual, to acquire and retain the support

wlZ

of 40,000 slaves throughout northern Sairt-Domingue. "These people

embarked upon a rampage of revenge and revolt, killing whites, raping,
pillaging and burning plantations. Ott declares that Boukman's slave
revolt "spread like wild fire and that perhaps as many as 100,000 were

involved in the Northern province."13 There is very little detail

4

known- about tﬁis ﬁprising. 1t has been somewhat romanticized by

» >
Haitians. However, as Leyburn writes:

The cértain facts are there: on the night of August 14,
1791, at a pretended Vodun cerémony in the woods of

the Turpin plantation, during a violent storm, several
wily and powerful slaves laid plans for a general
uprising. Their iritentions were communicated apparently
by drum signals, to neighbouring plantations. Six days
later the attack began, the blacks in that section of the
North indiscriminately slaughtering every white man, woman
and child on whom they could lay their hands. From this
center the massacre spread, accompanied by general arson,
until practically every plantaiion in the fertile
northern plain was a shambles.

Thus voodoo established itself as the communicative device uniting

Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 4Z2.

13. Ott, The Haitian Revolution, p. 40.

¢ T
4. Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 23.
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Africans of quite diverse social and geographic origins. Shortly,

all the rural areas of the colony were dominated by roaming ;oo;ely—
coordinated ?lave bands. Ig the conflict, the brutality of the blacks
was countered by a similar savagery on the part of the whites.

On the rople af the mulattoes during the slave uprising, quﬁan
states that "the muf\tcoes, with no alternative, tried at first to
swake friends with the ieaders of the Blacks and turn the insurrection
to their advantage."15 However, many mulatto;s on seeing the utter
anarchy in the situation joined the whites. The rationalization for
coming to the ;1d of the whitgs ig well expressed)by Ott. He writes:
"Many gens de couleur of Le.Cap Frangois unexpectedly-tame to the |
aid of the whites, took firearms from the king'§ store, and killed many

ﬁnsurgents. After all, equalityv with whités might be their reward."16

AndrérRigaud is prominent in the annals’of the Haitian independence
struggle. This mulatto led a group of his own-people and thousands
of‘slaves and maroons (''the Swiss")lz. in rebellion in the Western
Provincé. The mulattoes' alliance with the blacks was to prove
merely a move of expediance,however, and twq incidents of late i]91
emphasized the mulattoes' continuing intention to gain equality with

the whites while maintaining the slav‘lsystem. The'fac;s offer additional

evidence to contradict the subsequent mulatto legend which depicted

.

. , .
15. Rodman, Haiti: The Black Republic, p. 4.
16. .
Ott, The Haitian Revolution, p. 49.
17.

The maroons were known as''the Swiss'" in imitation of Louis
XIV's bodyguard. ibid., p. 51.



the mulattoes as in the vanguard of the independence struggle. Ott
writes:

On September 13, 4,000 mulattoes laid seige to Port-au-Prince,

last major stronghold of the whites in the West Province. But

the gens de couleur found it distasteful that the sl ,

their comrades in arms, might gain equality with them.  They
‘wanted to join the grands blancs, not destroy them. Therefore \y
the mulattoes offered Humus de Jumecourt and Coutard,

leaders of the white planters their assistance in suppressing

the slaves. With this agreement, ''the mulattoes turned o

on all the Neégfoes who had come to their aid." Among the
whites, the petits blancs found the new alliance most
objectionable. Yet with the black men storming the walls
of Port-au-Prince even they saw its immediate necessity.

On Seéptember 14 the gens de couleur gave a public dinner
for the whites, and afterwards thev went arm in arm to

Mass and sang the Te Deum. The bargain became official for
all Saint-Dominque on September 20 when the Colonial
Assemblv not onlv recognized the May Decree, but apfgied

it to all mulattoes, regardless of their pgrentage.

No sgdper had the whites and mulattoes fought off the attack then

the whites forgot their promise of equality. Hence, once again the
mulattoes of the West Province joined the blacks.

The white; feared almost certain destructffg;;hen this armv of ,
1,500 mulattoes and another 20,000 slaves pressed toward Port-au-Prince.
The whites quicklv resurrected their promise to the mulattoes, but
with the provision that the me}attoes turn over their faithful allies

to the whites. Ott comments ''the new agreement was not

"19

"The Swiss'
without dishonor for the mulattoes. The black revolutionafv '"Swiss"

vere subsequently executed by the whites. This event will be seen

- as fundamental to the black historian's interpretation of the

.2 r

18.
i1bid., pp. 17-18.

Ibid., p. 52 .
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independence sguggie. This per\)d (1792 to mid-1793) can be summarized
‘ *

by stating that conditions of civil war and anarchic violence prevailed.
4

All attempts at negotiating some sort of settlement or det¢ente among

the grands blancs, petits blancs and mulattoes ultimately failed. At

the same time, the lack of black leadership excluded any possibility

. r

of a military settlement.

-

By mid 1793, however, three new elements had joined the struggle,
4
the first of which was intervening foreign powers. England, tearing

J
that the slave rebellion would spread to Jamaica, invaded Saint-Domingue.

¢
Spain, seeing the rebellion as a chance to gain possession of the

/

Western end of Hisbanlola. began giving ald and encouragemerit’ to the

slaves' rebellion. The'secqnd feature added to the chaotid sttuation
was Toussaint L'Ouverture. Toussaint was an -éducated black &lave
who» quickly became the leader of a new emergfng black army. His armwx

and such subofdinate officers gs Jean Jacques Dessalines and Henri
° -

Christophe joined whe Spanish, who offgfeq the support the blacks'
|

bid for freedom. The third new dimension was the arrival of a Jacobian
Commissioner from France named Lé}er Felicite Sonthanagx. >Sontnanax .
believed the only wav to bring stability to the colonv was to ''root ~

out roya@ism".zo The relentless purges carried out bv Sonthanax

drove many white to look to England for securitv.q Sonthanax reacted to
the whites' overtures to the English bv attempting to gain mul.téo stpOrt
through such measures as: (1) making Rigaud Comman&er—in—Chie{ of tne
South and allowing-ﬁqg‘to kill whites, and (i"offering the slaves

freedom in return for their support. , This emancipation ofter

20.
ibid., pp. 67-68&, -
s



- was made official by the National Convention on February 4, 1794 after much

prodding by Sonthanax.21 Historical reporting of Toussaint s role in

the colony's struggle for independence must ‘be carefully scutinized.
@e‘ mulatto historians of mid nineteemth cenr:ury Haiti,.}n:gued

that this black general was a '"tool of the whites'" and that he harboured
"a pagsionate hatred of mulattoes".22 In fact, the mulatto historia&
J. St. Rémv would contend that the mulatto general Rigﬁud rather than
Toussaint was "the true radical - enemy of the whites and the advocate
of fullffgdependence."ZB. 1t has already been seen that the new
black middle class of the U.S. Occupation later disputed the mulatto
interpretation of Haitlan history.

The American historian Thomas O. Ott, in his carefully researched

" book, The Haitian Revolution 1789-1804, cites Lacroix' Mémoires in

referring. to the exchange of French for Spanish allegiance. He writes:
"The Convention's abolition‘of slavery, according to Lacroix, 'persuaded
Toussaint to join Laveaux, for now France had taken the lead in the

24

Negroes' interest'." Ott adds that Toussaint was both a power

seeker and an abolitionist who believed he could control the old .

General ftienne Laveaux more easily than he could tne Spanish. Hence
Toussaint swiftly attacked the Sp;nish in early May, 1794, aftervard

making his change of allegiance official in a letter to Laveaux.

2l 1bid., pp. 82-83.
Nicholls, "A Work of Combat," p. 23.

23. 1bid., p. 30.

24, ’
Nr+ The Haitian Revolution, p. 83.




“"In this document marked for public consumption; Toussaint claimed
that he had gought on the side of the Spaniardsyfor Negro freedom.
The Spanish, he maintained, refused tq liberate the blacks and 'have
’ .
caused us to fight each other in order Fo diminish our members:and
to overwhelm the remainder with chains.' Toussaint alsa made it
clear that he had respect and sympathy ‘for the quffering whites."25
Toussaint showed himself to bé an excellant-miiitary commander
against the Spanish wﬁile Rigaud'conducted & campaign against‘the
British in the Sough. By the beginning of 1796 Toussaint-dom}nated
much of the Northernm and Western provinces_.26 Meanwhile, Rigaud,
thé mulatto comﬁander in the South, was defeating the British.
1t has already Eeen mentioned that Tougsaint sought wet He
aspired to fill the power vacuum that began to appear as L. Op@&an
.domipgnce'gradually deClinea in Saint-Domingue. Thus by 1796 a power
struggle had begun to develop between thg black géneral Toussaint and
the mulatto general Rigaud. Ott offers the reader some interesting
evidence that Rigaud, at the height 6f his influence,‘"began‘to demonstrate
the qualities of command that marked:him an inferiof to Tduésaint."27
Unlike Toussaint, Rigaud was not able to unite the mulattoqs, whitgs,

and blacks in his zones of occupation. Furthefmore, he did not believe

that all colors deserved equality in Saint-Domingue. Ott desfribes

|
!

5. Nicholls, "A Work of Combat', p. 30.

26. e ' o
T The Spanish officially ended their participation 3 qply,l795.

27. otr, The Haitian Revolution, p. 85.




Rigaud's color prejudtce in general terms writing:
. L 24

.Rigaud personified the mulatto drive for vengence and.
saw little use for blacks or whites. When mulatto forces
lost a battle, he would often blame defeat on the whites
in h}s ranks; sometimes he even resorted, to mass executions
of the "traitors'". KNor did the blacks fare much. better.
One .ipsurgent leader, General Dudnait, was so angry, at
Rigaud and the mulattoes that he offeregyto join the
British to destroy the gens de couleur.

Tonussaint advocated a policy'of unification:until the eve of open ciz}i
warfare against Rigaud and thevmulatFoes in 1799. 1t was at this ;i;g‘
that Toussgiht made his famou;-énti-mula;to sﬁeech in the cathedral.
Rigaud wanted to guarantee mulatto supremacy, and saw that the
French Governor Laveaux was the basis of Toussaint's rising' power.

Rigaud turned for support to Villatte, a mulatto commander af" Le Cap

Francois, who had failed to remove Toussaint .~ «Rigaud and Villatt?

[
-

now planned to imprison Laveaux. Ott reveals that there were ""two

clear impljcations 1in the plot: the mulattoes planned to inherit the_

former po$ition of the whites and that slavery itself uight b; restored."29
The mulétto thfust turned into ahdevastating defeaF %or them, and

a powerful victory’ for Tbussainf, who led an army of 16,000 men to

the gates of the ﬁrison'and deﬁandéd the Franch. Governor's relea§e.

The mulattoes released Laveaux agd Villatte fled. The grateful Governorzg

action in making Toussaint Lieutenant Governor, further thwarted
Tk ,

-~

Rigaud's rise to ppwer. Toussaint was now able to build up his military

strength. He was able to persuade the aginé'covernor to- take a

L]

8- 1bjd., p. 86..

29
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position as the island's r;presentative in Paris. Laveaux's departure
would have put Toussaint:iﬁwsupreme cgptrol of the colony 1if the
Jacobian Sonthana£ had not then returned. -.

Sonthanax, the emancipator of theiélaves, posed a threat to Toussaint s
drive toggpuer. However, Toussaint capitalized on his hatred of the
whites whom Sonthanax believed t6 be royalists. 'Unlike Toussaint, '”!
Soﬁgaanax-did not consider that the future of Saint-Dpmingue depended
upon both black and whi£e."30, Toussaint was able to promote himself
to the Paris couqéil, as the sole defeﬁdsr pf Ffanch intefests.- Hence
Touésaint'shdiploeetic suctess, cohﬁled with anti;Sonthanax sentiments
in the Paris Coq‘cii, resulted in the Commiésionef's recall to France.*
Sonthanax~de§p¢;ate1y attempted to prevent the ;ﬁﬁihentvqollapse of
his power by ﬁaktﬂg.TouSShint Governor-General in the'plgée of the’
de;;rted Lgveaﬁ; in May, 1797. ‘But Toussaint did notoalter his plan
to have Sonthanax removed from the colony, and the latt;r was returned
to France in the dubious role of island representative. By l799~only
Rigaud remained as a threat to Toussaint s control of Saint-Dominque.

. The dispute which finally sparked the civil war was Rigaud's

accusation that Toussaint was dislo&al to France. This charge by Rigaud

was founded on the treatv between Toussaint and the British,vending
hosti.lities against tl?e colon.y in iepu@}for Tougsaint's promise not

to invade Jamaica. Toussaint in'return accusediRigaud of insubordination.
Rigaud refusea to éccgpt ioussainé's self-assumed legal authority.

I 4

Finally, the South under Rigaud byoke off relatfons with Toussaint in




M |
the North and prepared to fight.) The speecggs of the two le;ders
»éo.tﬂeir foll?wers both attempted to demonstrate beyond a doubt thaé
the civil’war was a class conflict based on color. Here 1;$hqw General
Rigaud inflamgd the people of Saint-Domingue: "Bfothers of the Soufh,
know it well, there exists in the countryj 0 classes.of;men, the
disgusting and incapable, class, and the sympAthetic and intellig;nt
class.» lvt us e of the latter, and let us chase th; formér to the
mountains where its home is destined to be, so ;di froh.our 1ife, among
inferior beings.incaPable of society. . .431 Le&burn offers us an
understanding of the people whom Rigaud spoke. He yrites that “in 1793
when the French.Commissioners'had abolished sla&ery in Saint-Domingug{ﬁ
the action had been as Aistastegul to the free colored people ag it was
to the whites; both_gfoups ;;nted to continue to own slaves; e gens
de coulgur merely wanted their share also in governing the colony
in their opinion, thé-sweruggle was getting out of hand. They gave their
allegiance, consequently,_’yt to Toussaint, but to their own man, ®igaud."
Contrast the Rigaud)speech‘wich éhaé of Toussaint delivered ip the

church of Port Republican where he qﬁsgpded the pulpit and said: ’

- People of colour; who since ;ﬁ; behinning of Ehe tevdlution:

have betrayed the blacks, what do you want today? No one

is ignorant of 1t; you want to command the colony as masters;

you want the ;xtermination of the whites and the enslavement
of the blacks' . . . . . But. consider it, vou perverse men o

{

‘ George F. Tyson, Toussaint L Ouverture (New Jersey: Prentice
Hall, 1973), pp. 166-167.

3z2. Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 25. 4
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forever dishonored by the deportation amd then the g gh:er

of the black troops known under the denomination of "Swiss."

Have you hoaitated to sacrifice to the hatred of the petits

blancs those unfortunates.who°had shed their blood for

your cause? Why have you sacrificed them? It is bBecause

they wére black. Why does General Rigaud refuse to obey

" me? It is because I am black. It is bécause he has

- : sworn me an implacable hatred because of my colof. Why
else would he refuse to.obey, a French General like himself,
who has contributed more than anyone else to the expulsion
of the English. Men of color, because of your foolish pride,
because of your perfidy, you have already lost your share
of political power. As for General Rigaud, he 1s lost. I
‘see him at the bottom of an abyss; rebel and traitor to the
Country, he will be devoured by the troops of liberty !
Mylajtoes, . will he continue? I see in the depth of your®
souls ‘that you were ready to rise against me; but althgugh
all the troops are incessantly: leaving the Western p
‘1 leave there my eye and my arms; my eye (o wath}y6u,
and, my arms that will know'how‘to strike you....- :

After he had shattered the resistence of the myléitoes, Toussaint
A %
turned the struggle from them and rooted the Spanish out of Santo

L}

Domingo ~ the Spanish section of “the island.-

Y

Toussaint‘consolidated his hegemony over all the island under

his Constitutioo_of 1801. This Constitution made him Governor-General
"for lifewith the power to name his successor. It abolished slavery
although forcing the former slaves.to work on the plantations for a
‘share of the piofito; ‘A special provision was also maoe for Catﬂolicism,-
.
which became recognized as the . State religion. Voodoo, the religion
wkose communication network was used in the 1791 uprising was to be
abolished. ((oussaintahimself was a devout Catholic). ‘Believtng that
. . .

the whives were necessary for their administrative %nd technical

abilities, Toussaint invited them batk to the island. "Although

-

33; Tyson, Toussaint L'Ooverture, p.167. ° ‘
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distrusting the nulattoeé for their refusal to ally themselves with
the rising blac!.,.Toussi‘nt had no plans to exterminate them. Finally,
the Comstitution did not grant independence to the island.

Toussaint maintained the colony's dominion status altpough there
was no ptovision for a French’ agent. This lack of .~representa‘a§e

‘e
from the metropole was interpreted as a direct challenge by Napoleon

Qho bq;ieving that Toussaint was leading the island to_complete -
indepenJgsce, sent in an invasion force. .
It is important to emphasize that the mulattoes in the beginning
were of considerable aid to the French invasion forces "Alexandre
Petion and Rigaud, along 1 with other mulatto exiles, were utilized by
the French for their knowledge of Saint-Dominque and to organige the
g___ de couleur against the blacks. n3b However, the French General
. Charles Victor Emmanuel LeClerc alienated Rigaud "and other mulattoes
and these gens de couleur subsequently took up arms against the French.
After much fightigg Toussaint surrendered He came to terms
with LeClerc because some of his- best generals, including Christophe :
and Dessalines, had defected, and also because-the newly declared
peace in Europe meant that France could direct all her military energy
toward the récovering of Saint-Domingue. /gguéCZZ, black secondary

/4"' /
commanders continued to fight agajnsf/Leclerc

¢
eﬁidemic of vellow

e and more on the defectors

fever forced LeCl fid his army to-rely

essatfﬁe;/:;d Christophe for th ecution of secret policies. These

//
,-/

34,

© Ottt e Haitian Revolution, p. 147.




bqlicies 1ncluded disarming of the whites and’ bllcks, and, eventually,
the repeal of Sonthnnnx s 1794 dgcree abolishing slavery. . (A policy

of which Dessnlines a;;‘Christophe were totally unaynte). But the
kidnapping and deportation of Toussaint by LeClerc alerted .many

blacks to LeClerc 8 aim of re—enslaveme;t._ And at chis point too, the
mulfttoes joiged the growing number of rebels against the French
General. Ott suggests that it was the increasing cruelty of the French
~ which drove the mulattoes to the side of the blacks.35 The French
.bécame_desperate, plagued figuratiVely by ~ﬁ! increasing tebellions

and literally by yellow fever. Dessalines, with the British as allies,

was able to eiimingte the French and declare Haiti's independence

on 1 January, 1804.

35. Ibid., p. 149. . ‘ : '



CHAPTER I1

The itrugglé for 1ndepend§nee between 17891804 involved three
g;Pups. At the beginning, hoping to secure equality, tQ\ 3___ de
couleur or mulattoes fought against the whites. The slave- entered
this dispuéi.in 1791, and for the following two years, violence and
property destruction ?y all three gtoups vere .common eﬁenig.' By
1795, the black ex-slave Tousbaint gi;rcinid supreme Leadership-in
the struggle, a nd had eliminated the foreign powers, briefly feturning
to economic prosperity and re-establishing social control after the
military defeat of the mulatto Gene:al Rigaud Toussaint paved the
way for the country's independence, which was accomplished by Dessalines
in 1804 with his victory over the French army. This last struggle
left the country in a state of economic weakness. The plantqtions
and sugar mills were almosé completely destroyed; Nevertheless, the
slaves ana mulattoes had now asserted their independence and were
faced with the‘opporthnitf - and the respoﬁsibility -~ of building a:
new social order. |

This section of my study analyzes the emergence of the mulattoes,“
who coptrolled the politicai decision-making and the major vea;th
of‘dﬂe country, while maintaining the black peasants as almost a
.separate nation. An understanding of the mentalite’or wor}q—view
held by the peasants:and mulattoes prior to the 1915 U.S. Occupation,

together with some examination of the socio—economic and political

- 27 -
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. history of Haiti, will illuminate the intellectual, social, and N
politiéal'dileunl of the black niddie class vhich was to emerge.
This bnciground 1is Yital if we are to analyze the militant ideology
of Fransois Duvalier. |

V'Jeaﬂ Jacques Dessalines.(180&-180§),'and'Heﬁr1 Chrigtophe (1806-1818),
his’80ccessor, wvere the-first two black_rulers of independent Haitt.
Their type of rule ﬁnd sociai system was in contrast to the seccesqxonis€
Southern’kingdoﬁ of the mulattoihlexandfe Petion (1806-1818). 'ﬁhen
the country was re—-united in 1820 under tge mulatto President Jean-
Pierre Boyer (i820—18é33, it adopted the southern social system.‘
Dessalines and his successor Christophe attempted to return Haitil
to its fofmer position of wealth. To this end, the newly freed slaves
were reiegated to their former subjugation. Strict laws, enforced by

“Z~Fhe'-111tary, forpade any idleness or diasept; however, the whip

‘of colonial days vag eliminated and the blaci laborers were supposed
to receive a one-third.share qf ghe profits.li Dessalines was more
tyrannical than Christophe, and his preference for force rather than

'peysuasion eventually led to his assassination, possibly at the hands of

. |8
the mulattoes led by Pe'tipn.2 In contrast, Christophe ruled largely

L4 .
by his persuasive powers, and only JTater in his regime did he resort
to tyrannicdl practices to prevent blacks from deserting to Petion's

southern ddmain:

Mulattoes occupied most of the adminlstrative and diplomatic position

1. H. P. Davis, Black Democracy: The Story of Haiti (New York:
The Dial Press, 1929), p. 97. )

2- Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 37.




in this autocratic state, simply because they were able to
read and vrite.3 No attempt was made during the.reign of Dessalines
‘to create an educational program for the laboring cllss.a In conirnat,

Christophe went so far as to import teachers and inaugurate a limited

‘.,

educ;tion program. However, the children of tﬁe aristocrats were

the only ones to' benefit from these measurgsz since the childrén of

cultivators were busy on. the piantations.5 |
This type of economic system, which bound the workers-to the land

in a state near serfdom and withqut educational opportunities had
. " h :
) [

serions social repercassions. Use of the military to enforce the

mulattoes' adminigtration made worse this social patterh of suppression

and violence. Leyburn saw clearly the implication of this situation

when he wrote:

Here lay the basis of a persistent Haitian attitude of
mind: to work with one's(hands i{s to show oneself a -
member of the masses; to direct others is the
distinction of the upher class.

Thus the direction of the two leaders fixed the shape of Haitian life.

N

It is true that their rule brough?\vwosperity to the is%and once again;

. ’ [} -
but it was to be a short lived prosperity at best. The nation under
Petion -and Boyer would not follow- an economic policy based on discipline,

hard work and feudal control. Instead, the Petion-Boyer ruling system

"of persuasion, laissez-faire, and small properties”7 was to prevail.

.

3. Rodman, Haiti, p. 16.

4. Leyburn, The Haitiamn People, p. 41.
5. Ibid., p. 49.  *

6.

1bid.



Pé&ion_led his mul;ttoei in rebeliion against Christophe followihg
tge assassination of Dessalines. The''mulattoes had agrged among
theméelvés ‘% they had enough of rule by 1gﬁornnt éx-élaves."e Petion
remaigs one of the nost respected presidenta'among the.blqgks because
of his 3de policy. . ‘ .

THe‘ﬁajority.of southerners were serfs liéing under Dessalines'
militaristi. reign., Howéver,.by the time of Peiion's death® twelve
years later, the aouth?rn blacks had become peasants. This new social

status was creoted by Petion s order to break up the plantations, a
policy which comenced with the return to the mulattoes of land
confiscated under Dessalines. Soldiers too were given fifteen acres
each of the state's lands. t"Eventually most of the rest of the public
&pﬁain was either put on sale at such moderate prices that thou;;nds
of hymble Haitians might purchase their bit, or was effectively occupiea
‘by people who squatted' far up in the hills, out of official view

At the same time two policies were introduced, to maintaipn the
large’ estates or plantations in the absence of slaQefy, and also to
conform witg ?e&ion's dislike of force. One practice was the securing

"of labor through a crop-sharing system; {t was thought that with coercion’

~

eliminated, the tenamts would gladly work on the estates. gBut this

removal of coercion fgiied to motivate the workers, who tended their
<

own vegetable gardens and in some cases deliberately sibogaggd the

plantation system.lo The use of daily labor to operate the plantations

-

Ibid., p. 42.

I1bfd., p. 56.
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met with no better success. Proprietors were used to a slave or forced- .
-

labour system, and Pétion's lavs protecting the worker offered no “
simple method for handling liberated’work-force. Leyburn cogently
summarizes the dilemma of proprietors and their solution:

Finding it expensive to maintaln sugar machinery, impossible

to engage docile workers, and necessary to finance

*sqcial security, most of ,the aristocrays simply took the

easier path of leasing their estates;gdnto small subdivisions

getting out of them what they could.

Pétion's svstem of persuasion, laissez-faire and small properties thus

resulted in eroéing the economic power of the mulatto class, and the
creation from the former slaves of a new peas;;t class. The economy
of Haiti was also drastically altered; wild untended coffee plants
and improperly cultivated cane sugar became the major export crop. 2
The decline of sugar as the‘major source of hgrd currency was followed
by g decrease in both the value and producttviéy of property, especially
so with the continued subdivision of the land and the disappearance
of forced labour.

The mulatto Boyer came to power in the South following Pétion's

death in 1818, and reunited the Republic in 1820 after the death of

Christophe. Like Pétion; he believ that a laissez-faire attitude

without use of force was the method\best suited to creating an industrious
working-class. This policy led to the quick breake=up of the state-owned
lantation systems ék Christophe's north.
Bofer persisted in this policy until 1825 when, faced with the almost

)
total depletion of the state coffers, he finally admitted that his

ll'Ibid., P- 59 .
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economic policy was a failure. The ideal of a¢nedf"1ndultrtous common
folk" had failed to emerge as expe?ted. Politlcai pressure was brought

ad
to bear on Boyer for the immediate return of the masses from their

vegetable gardens to the';lantations. Bover took the insistent advice
of his aristocrat land-owning cabinet and passed laws re-instituting a
coercivé system of agricultural labour; This legiélation appeared as
the 1826 Code Rural, and was very similar to that of Dessalines and
Christophe. The intention was to regulate the newly created peasapt's
life by forcing him "to engage himsélf By an authentic contract to
the service of a proprietor or lessee for not less than three vears
and not more than nine years."13 The government official, craftsman,
large lando;ner, children of the land laborer were not allowed to
leave the land either to attend school or to apprentice in a town, without
the written permission of a court. As it had in the earlier regimes of
the black presidents, the army was to enforce Bover's svatem. The
workers were to receive a proportion of the crop as wages.

ieaction to the Code by all workers was one of indifference and
general apathy; no one - not even the mili}arv - ok the act seriouslv.
Leyburn suggests that the soldiers' unconcern might have been due to
the peace treatv signed recently with France, a document which’emphaticall\'o
excluded the possibility of any further invasion by the French..lA
Another reason for the failure of the Code was that moég of the large

/
plantations had been divided under Petion's regime. A revolution might

have re-united the divided lands.'but the Code Rural failed totallwv.

13. Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 67.




Money for the national coffers w7é/lacking. The fall of world coffee ~
prices worsened the govevnment)% situation, 15 and already-depressed

land values sank to the ﬁoint ere the elite moved to the tounq,

leaving to the "squatterd' iti's major econmomic resource - its
agriculture. The stat%) ayés soon followed this pattern as well, and

by 1842 not ‘a single pla tation of the size common in the colonial era
remalined 1ntact.1 { |

-

i

Boyer's color p011¢y waiuas mucb a failure as his Code Rprnl He
was not as skillful gs Petion had been in moderating the soc1a1 antagonism
i betw;en mulattoes and Biacks.17 In fact, during £1s twenty-five year
rule ''class distinceiohs becaﬁe fixed, in large part although not
wholly, on the basi$ of COlOIw"lS

The class sepafation between mulattoes and blacks was,'inkthe
main, a function of the agricultural policy of Petion ;nd Boyer; tb 8°
lesser degree it aroée from the inadequacy of their public education
program.lg. The absence of a mass—education scheme resulted in‘the
fixing of social status upon the black ex-slaves, ; status froﬁ which
little "vertical" movement was possible. For it was from the educated
group that positidhs in the\gqvernment bureaucracy were filled. At

first, Boyer did attempt where possible to put an end to jealousies

Iby consistently promoting a black for every promotion of a mulatto or

15 1pia., p. 69,

16 1bid., p. 75.

17- Ibid., p. 6. h
18- 1bid., p. 79.

19,

1bid, War 81.
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- &ther light. skinned person. His intentions were inevitably frustrated .

. however, when the system failed to supply educated blacks for the vacant

3

posts. This-situation left Boyer y&xh no other choice than to promote

men of his own qomplexion;zo

L

Meanwhile, the peasant class coptinued to grow, unimpeded-by
attempts to return the country to”a forced labour system like that
of Dessalines or of Christophe. The land continued to be subdivided,

until it was reduced to  the present day minifundia system.21 ‘The

geomorphology of Haiti = namely that of a moull'xtainous' co rv with .

isolated valleys - allowed the peasant to maintain his isolation and

v

develop and protect his ‘culture. At the cent%) of his ¥e were

voodoo beliefs and the Creole ‘language. Voodoo, Jthe folRrreligion of

‘ the slaves, “embodies a core of deebly rooted Africanist beliefs and

mode of cognition."22

r

uniting the slaves in their rebellion of 1791. This informal and

It.will be remembered that.wvoodoo was the medium

-

decentralized religious system was sforcefully suppressed by Dessalines
and Christophe. But under Boyer . and Petion the religion went largely
unchallenged in the isolated mountains. Nearly all of the Cathdlic

. - \
clergy had left the island with the defeated French in 1804 and thev

did not return until the signing of a new Concordat in 1862. Hence,
the peasant religion had more th: ‘'wo generations in which to implant )
20. - .

Ibid., p. 79. : .

» L
21. Note that today the land has been divided and re—-diyided so
much that over 50% of the peasants own between 1 1/2 - 6 Heé!;res of land.
Paul Moral; Le Pdysan haitien: Etudes sur la vie rurale en Haiti (Paris:
Pichon, 1961), p. xv. T ;

22. Courlander and Bastien, Religion and Politics in Haiti, p. xv.



itself without hindrance‘in th;_ﬂaiéian.countgyside. ‘The virtual
absenée‘df an edugational system prior to'thé return of the‘church
missionaries ali@wed ihe Cfeole iadguége go r;placé F;ench as the
medfum oficommunic;fioﬁ among‘ihe predbminantly black class.

The black.peasaht‘shunneQ ghe government. With his persqnal
éitle to‘tbe.Iand ;gry much in dispuﬁe, and wich the memory of a harsh
.piantation system still vivid, he considered it be;t to remain aloof

olitically as well as socially. The'peasant saw 1o need for.edUCation;

to own 7/§mall piece of land was sufficient. As Robert Rotberg’
| summati#ed it, ".. \Haiti becane a land of small holdings black, Creole-
speakiqg peasanﬁs; more interested in subsistence than in producing ‘
for the cash economy, divorced from the mulatto-dominated towns,

and isolated from the main currents of change elsewhere."z3

o
From this contented ignorance and tribalism the mulattoes emerged

as an unquestioned elite, for whom thé colour of skin was an obsession
‘. and a measure of high society. Endogamous marriégea"bedgme the social
rule of this elite to perpetuate their light skin and the family name.
This group did not wish to ldentify ifgelf with the'blacks on the land.
Questions of economic dévelopment through education of the predominantly
lower-class black pehsa#t did not concern the mhlafgo; réther, he
identified himself with France and with French culture,'and occupied
himself with the affairp and "spoils' of g;vernﬁent. Playing the

game of politics for financial gain (such as tgat derived from
government monopolies like tkie cus‘s housgs)_ ;:as his only concern.

The poli&ical game included the black genetaISZA anly in so far as

23. Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, pp; 62-63.

rd

. . . ya
24. The military was the only institution where an illiterate Negro
could advance to senior ranks. ° '
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they served as "front" men for ‘the mulatto elite. The social historian

James G. Leyburn best characterizes the control exercised by tht‘

~ mulatto elite over government and finances.

The envied ninority, jealously guarding their distinction,
were generally conscious of prejudices which they rationalized
N _yith pronouncements gbout superior mentality and inngte
. ggalities. They would concede the difference between an
educated black and a mere peasant, but would still cling
to the ¥eeling that all the culture id the world on;d
not make the educated negro a peer of the mulatto

.

The mulatto claims to 1nte11ectual superiority and to possession of

‘innate qualities were reinforced by the exclusion of the black's

versjon of Haiti's independence struggle frot history books appearing

bepeen the years 1847 and 1867. Thees'hiatorical accounts, written

- by mulattoes, were 'designed to legitimize the mulatto ascendancy in

s

_ the economic and social field, and to reinforce their claims to polittcal

)
leadership or control."27 They were an attempt to replace the tribal,

oral and/or metaphysical justifications of racialisg with a mdre

e

literate historical version of their dogma of s cy.
e

Beaubrun Ardouin and Joseph St.ignmy were the two major
p , .

proponents of the traditional mulatto—elite interpretation of the past.ZE
These writers wanted their histories to reflect, if not actually to

Ed

25. Leyburn,'Thé Haitian People, p. 80. Emphasis in the original.

o

26. See David Nicholls, "A Work of Combat: Mulatto Historians and
the Haitian Past, 1847-1867," Journal of Inter American Studies and
World Affairs, XVI 'No.(l1 (February, 1974).

¢ 27 Yypid., p. 19.

28. “1pid., p. 21.

——



create, -a national unity and a vindication of the mulatto ascendance. .
’ . .

-~Colbr, class 6: caste distinctions betueen Haitians were denied. Instead:

2 -

they" stressed the notion that all Haitians belong o a ‘single family

and all ate descendanta of the African rsce. Ardouin wrote of his

‘.

refusal to accept the term "caste" to describe the Haitian social

system after independence: 'During the colonial regime it was possible’

:‘vs’ ) - s
fgf‘to speak of castes, but after the abolition of slavery in 1793 'the

S ' e 2
interests have always been the same for all men of the black race'.""9

He affirmed the irfesponsibiliky.of those penple who conclpdeda on the
basis bf,s few isolated incidents, that a general‘rivalry existed
benween blacks and mulattoes.?o He subscrined to the use of the words
"black" and "mulatto¥ only in a‘descriytiﬁe categorical sensexand not
as terms &enoting_a_social division. .Ardouin argued that the French
continually fostered antagonism between blacks and whites to maintain
their hegemony in the colony. The French perpetuﬂted tngir supreme
posision by a policy of divide and rule. Tousssint was gesc:ibed/as
the major tool of the whites for the 1nstigation’of class antagonism
between mulatto and black. 3 |
It is important that the reader recall here Toussaint's crucial
role during the struggle for independence, in order to recognize the
task"facing'the mulatto hisfbrians. For they hed to neutralize

Toussaint s sigdificance arnd portray the Affranchis or mulattoes as the

real liberators and guarantors of the nation s independence, first

o

29.
added.
30

“Ardouin as quoged in Nicholls "AYWBrk of Combat," p." 27, ‘emphasis

s quoted in 1ibid., p. 28.

l',—gﬁogin as quoted in ibid., pp. 27-28.



diluting the.image of their social and eéononic position during the

colonial regime. (Thé Affranchis-hndAin fact owned one third ef the
land and one quarter of the slaves; a pajority of mulattoes enjoyed a

prominent poéitiqn when compired with that of the slaves, most of whom.

‘,

" ‘were black.. Mulatto historians must uomehqw'bbscure thcqe.facts;)
Afdouin admitted that the Affranchis shared common economic
'1nrere$ts with the blancs. Both groups owned plantations and slaves

- and thérefqre both had "an 1n;efest in maintaining the colonial

n32

regime. However, this dual alliapce or allegiance of the Affrahchis

could be explained by "the racial discrimination under which they

laboured, which. bound them to 'the unfortunate slaves'. This meant
that the Affranchis had a powerful inte:est in being reconciled with
the latter (the sléves) and uniting with them to break the colonial

n33 Ardouin maintained that the duality of interest of the

. yoke'.
mulattogi explains why théy played a';ole fér ggé:agains: thé slaves
.:during the gevolutionary struégle. According to this 1nterpretation,
‘théir loyalty to the slaves ulfimatély provea the-stfongef "and

_ although thig gr&up had to act in a manner which was politic, its

4

predominant interest was in overthrowing colonialism,‘which’was a

n34 St. Renmy's

constant fact influencing its actions and commitments.
account of the social and economic role of the Affranchis is even

less accurate than Ardouin's. He describes this group aé being 'composed of

32- Ardouin as quoted in ibid., p. 28-

33. Ardouin as qgotedblh ibid.

‘?4' Ardéuin as quoted in ibid., p. 29.
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mulattoes and blacks'" who wefé.éngaged in small-scale farning aqutﬁ‘:‘
( -
manual uprk, thus seriously misrepresenting their true social a

economic Eituation. Like Ardouin, he over-s;:.aset ‘the harsh disabilities

—

l, .

suffered by thiﬁ "poor cxsfj/gf/;oioured peop%\ " in comparing then to

the slaves. 3? in brief, Ardouin and St. Rémy describe the Affranchis .,

as a suffering and oppressed grogp and not as a prosperous ally of the

blancs. Thev continue their analyses- by suggesting that Toussaint s

rdle ihaﬂaitian tndependence was a detrimental one. Ardouin depicted

Toussaint as '"the blind instrument of metropolitan polic;,"36 and

accus€éd him of being a reactionary ‘and a principal of the counter-.

3

revolutionaries, basing these allegations on Toussaint's absolutist

rule and his attempt to restore the plantation system with the aid of.
the wh{tes.37 .

kY

St. Rémy's descriptionlis noi as harsh. He draws an ambivalent
picture, both admiring and condemning; he strongly criticizes the black

general's prejudfce against - the mulattoes and his "league with the colonists

to re—estabiish élavery under the form of the glebe.";8 He' goes on td

write that the mulatto Rigaud, and not Toussaint, was the true

revolutionary, the leader in the sfrugglé for independence from the white§.39

St. Rémy as quoted in ibid., p. 29 . ' . .
36. )

Ardouin as quoted in ibid., p. 30 -
37. o

Ardouin as quoted in ibid.
38. . '

St. Remy as qudted in ibid.

39- 5¢. Rémy as quoted in 1ibid.



.\Inek\2£ggigi£;:rDessalines and Christophe were paradoxically

cribﬁcized and lauded with équal vigor. wh11e the mulatto presidents

Peyion and Boyer were described as proponents of juseicg‘and liberalism,

D¢ssalines was hpnored as the great father of Haitian 1ndependenceao

s

lnd at the sune time pictured as a brutgl, despotic, and fierce opponent

of the free' men of color. St. Rémy commented on his tyrannical government

3

by writing that "the black masses of our countryside . in the

I 3

AN .

impartiality of their. understanding, in the recesses of their hearts,"

could not but celebrate his death with _j.o'y.l‘1 It will be remembered

-

by the reader that Dessalines confiscated most of the plantation property

and forced the former slaves to cultivate the crops. Hence this
. ¢

appraisal of public sentiment agdingh Dessalines may not be too greatly

.

.exaggerated. The same can Be'said of Christophe. He was described as

arbitrary, unpredictdble, color-prejudiced, and conspiratot1a1.42 The

mulatto historians .contragt<his form-of rule in the North with that of

Péiion in the south. Christopheéwas arbitrary and autocfatic while

Petion was liberal and democratic.. St. Rémy uroté that Christophe had

adopted a ''despotic' regime in 1806 and that he clear}y had no respect
for liberty. In Christophe's system St. Remy saw reflected the French

colonial one. In contrast to Christophe,.P€tion was "almost a god to

his fellow citizens."[‘3 Ardouin eagerly pointed to Petion's'generous"

éo' Ardouin as quoted in ibid., p- 31.
41"St. Réhj as quoted in ibid., p. 31.
42 o¢. Rémy as quoted in ibid-

43"St. Réhy as quoted in ibid., p. 33. E l



program of land distribution

Ardouin insieted

was not l war

v

of color or caste.’

and sale as pfoof of hi

that the civil war between these
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Ardouin wrote in detail regarding the mula&tto ascendancy:
As ‘these citizens formed the most enlightened class
ir the natibn, since the independence of the country’
they were naturally called to occupy & large. number of
public offices, in concurrence with (he added,srgrhnps
as an afterthought) those emancipated in 1793.

‘.

Thus these writers justified their control over the economic and political
ijnstitutions on the grounds that their system was- democratic and
egalita}janf | .

1t has already been pofnted @ut that the mulatto elite chose
the European éystem or model to be imitated. More particularly, lt was
decided that H#it; should use France and not Africa as its example. The

reasoning was not founded on notions of racial inequality; the elite

-

believed that there existed no marlked difference between the numerous
" branches of the human i‘?ily. St. Rémy argued that

the mixing of civilizations and races leads to strength
and progress. Reférring to the countries of Western .
Europe, St. Rémy demanded: ""was not the primitive blood
of the races of these differgntsiountries mixed with the
blood of the conquering races?" ;

Neverfheless, while the hiatoriaﬁa insisted that there existed.no

superior races, thev did recognize superior civilizations. Ardouin
has reported their views on European civilizqtidn: . '

Religion, family life, and the ‘property system lie at

tne base of social 1life. 1In these matters the civilization
which. Haiti must aspire to ‘folloWw is that of Christian
nations, and of France above all, rab@’r,thad adopting

or encouraging the customs of Africa. . Coe

.

21 Ardouin as quoted in .ibid., p. 34.

22 St. ﬁéﬁy as quoted in ibid., p. 35:

>3+ Ardouin as quoted in ibid.
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Ardouin aimed directly et-moodﬁo religion, portrnying it as a
aurvival of barbarisw and superetition. He believed thac the cult

. should be "rooted out" on the grounds that 1£ deterred progress and
civilization. "It perpetuatee perbnrien in the black Q;pdletion,"
Ardouin wrote, adding however that superstition was not r?ptricted only
to the black race but was also found in earlier Europeans.54 In br;ef.
not only woodoo but all Africap institutdons and customs were believed
to be~barbarous or at best primitive.

Blaok-inteliectuals'like Janvier, Firmin, and Charmant(were to
duestion and defend their black African heritage'later in. the hineteenth
century.,mBut their writings are in the nature of a defenseidirected
egainst the charges of racial inequality with the mulattoes. Janvier
went.so far as to deny the existenee of the voodoo religioﬁ, so keen
was he to prove td his redders.than Haiti was a ci\:iiized'countr_v.55
All of thedﬁriters supported the mulartoes' contention that a Europeén
model was the one to follow For them, the issue was merely !Elgh

European example should be chosen - the Gallo Latin or the.Anglo-Saxon

Fraqgois Duvalier and his school were to lead a real defense.of
. .

" Africa and to declare open preference for the African model. The choice
was based partially upon their rejection of the mulattoes' historical
" account of events between 1789 and 1843 But further Duvalier reacted

against the propoganda of the colored elite, with its distortion of

events between the so-called "1843 revolucion‘ and the 1915 American

4, Ardouin as quoted in ibid., p. 35-

", Janvier as qdoteé in ibid., p. 36.
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Occupqcion. Duvalier and Denis outlined a different version of events,

the black legend, in their book. ProhAeme ded Clesses a travers 1' Hietoire
d'Haici. 36 Their work was eppealing in that it proposed a worknble

?
design for arguing historically the superiority of black lepdets 11ke

Toussaint, Dessalines and Christophe. The Duvalier group wished to

portray Pierrot, Soulouque, Salnave, Salomon, Sjmon as the true
representatives of the maeses, while depicting the mulatto presidents’
and politicians (often acting behind an aged and illiterate black

puppet president, La politiqpe de doublure) as petray;ng the people

.while using political office.fq; Personal mOoRetary gain
- < .

Little would be ‘gained in this study by tracing the succession of
Haitian presidents and revolutions from the 1843 mulatto.rebellion.to‘
the 1§15 U.S. Occupation These seventx—two years from.an era of ephemeral
governments, duaring ‘which twenty-two heads Df state-took nnd gave up

office: three died in office, two retired' three were murdered;

-seventeen vere driven out by coups d'etat, and eleven served terms of

less than.one year. It would be more useful to analyze the regimes of
those presidents receiving‘special attention byiffangois Duvalier,and by
Loriher Denis, an occassional co-author of Duvalier's worﬁs.
Duvalier and Ben;s gave parficular attention to the black’;residents:
Faustin Soulouque (13?7*1859), Sylvain Salnave (1867+~1869), Lpdis Lysius

Feiicite’Salomon (1379-1888), to exclusion of Boisrand Canaf, Boyer-

Bozelais,Aand Antoine Simon (1908-1911). Duvalijer describea these

56. Francois Duvalier and Lorimer Denis, Probleme des Classes a
travers 1' H1¥;oite d'Haiti (Port-au-Prince: Au Service de Jeunesse, ,1948)
Also sge Duvalier s first volume of Oeuvres essentielles. 1. Eléments -
d'une doctrine (Port—au-Prinee: Presses Nationales d'Haiti, 1968), for
further black historical interpretation of the period from 1789-1915.
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presidents as: ''men of action'", 'democratic men', 'revolutionaries',
(iovers of the masses', "fighters against the evii tendencies of the
bourgeoisie",57 and he placed them in the golden pages of Haitian history

Q .
rather than in its black annals. These presidents, along with Toussaint,

Dessalincs, and Christophe '"constitute the living continui;y'of the Haitian
nation".58

The «i-niticant point is that the Duvalier schpol be}ieved t he
mulatto presiden}s, like Pétion and Bover, ruined Haiti; for the elite
politicians on the other hand, Haiti's misfortunes are to be tracéd to
the often semi-illiterate black presidents who ruled Haiti int;rmittently,
from 1843 until the U.S., invasion of 1915.

1f the‘U.S. historians of the period are consulted on the regimes
of thé black presidents, their accounts will be seen to tend toward
the mulatto interpretation especially when compared with the more recent
U.S. historian Murdo J. MaclLeod's careful re-evaluation of President
Faustin Séulouque. In any events, these two contrasting versions afford
an opportunity to assess more fully the historical position of Duvalier
and Denis.

The mulatto historians viewed the schism in their caste, which had
led to the reyolution of 1843, as one of the greatest tragedfgh in their
racial history. A power struggle, initiated by younger mulattoes

I'd

discontent with the continuing economic stagnation of Haiti, induced the
\

largely negro army to enter the dispute as a contender for power. The
57. . ) N ;
Duvalier and Dbenis, Probleme des Classes, p. 66.
58 '

Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, p. 244.

>9. Nicholls, "A Work of Combat", p, 24.



split evolved simultaneously vith rebellions among the frustrated black

masses in the South. Thepé'two jncidents resulted in the emergence of

“"the color factor which h;d played an important but subordinate role

in Haitian politics since colonial days", and which now assumed major
propoftions as "the arbiter of events."60 The dissent was also instrumental
in the elevation of the semi—illiterase black generals, who became the
rulers of Haitd for all but eight of the next seventy—two years. Mos;

of these presidents had their power curtai}éd under the revised 1843
Constitution, a document providing for a parii;;entary iovérnmene,

and subordinating t?e military to the civil powers. Such democracy was

too radical for either elite or army to endure, and this constitution

was often modified. <

The first two presidents we illiterate black generals, neither

of whom lasted more than a year al Charles Herard, 1843-44; and

General Philippe Guerrier 1844-45). President General Jean-Louis Plerrot
(1945-46) became president at the height of a racial crisis. Pyblic

feelings were 'soO inflamed that Pierrot found it nedessary to {ntroduce

a "Race Relations Act" to prevent the use of colorbas a political weapon

.

.bv various elite groups jousting for power. The Act stﬂ

° Any pefson whatever who indulges in idle talk about
color likely to spread dissentfon among Haitians
and to provoke citifens one against agqther will be
‘arrested and delivered to the courts. ’

The legislation.was aimed at peasant jeaders like Louis Jacques Acaau and

his opponents. The retirement of the aged Pierrot brought General Jean -

-

60. 1bid., p. 18.

1. | d
0 These two presidents died natural deaths while in office.
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Baptiste Ri¢he to power. His attempt to reinstate the’1816 version of
fey :

the consgtitution (whichn§119wed the president to rule for life) was\

never debated jgince he died a naﬁural death eleQen months after

+
assuming the esidency.

The U.S. historian Selden Rodman describes these four black presidents
of the period 1844 to 1859 as 1ncdﬁ;:;Lnts, one of whom, Faustin Soulouqu_e,?3

was notoriously so. In a similar manner, the eminent social historian

-

James G. Leyburn characterized Soulouque's assumption of power as "marking

the beginning of a twelve year nightmare “for Haiti."64

The following account is typical of the U.S. histor;ans' descriptions
of Soulpuque's regime. He was chosen president only after the Senate was -

unable to agree on a successor, ''whereupon one Senator proposed the name

of an ignorant, entirely unillustrious black General-Faustin Soulouque."65

The choice was supposedly temporary and it was made on the basis that

the Senator "saw in this complete nonentity a chance for another

government of undérstudies";e6 Soulouque suited the need for "a man

167

who would be completely subservient to his sponsors.

According to legend Soulouque had often been the victim of
jokes by Boyer and athers. Hence, those who were sent to
inform him of his election had an extremely difficult

task convincing him this was not yet another practical joke.68

62. Madiou as quoted in Nicholls, "A Work of Combat', p. 19. ’
63. Rodman, Haiti, p. 20.
64, v

Leybuyn, The Haitian People, p. 91l.

y

65. Ibid. .
66. : ‘

Ibid., p. 91, emphasis in the original.
67. Davis, Black Democfacy, p. 120.
68. | ol

Some sixteen years before, when news was brouggto ‘Bbyer that an
insurrection had statted against him in the South, he h Prophesied a period
of disorder and is said to have remarked that "any man in Haiti may become
presidént of the Republic, even that stupid negro over there, “"pointing to
Soulouque, then an officer. of the guards. Soulouque is reported to have



Unlike his predecessors, however, he did not become a tool of the elite.
fkjfact; Soulouque suppressed an attempted mulatto coup in the first year
and fbrutally" massacred every mulatto connected with the plot. One
individual described the Country after the massacre by stating that "the

Republic had the calm tranquiiity of a tomb."69 Soulouque consolidated
‘ q

LA

his power by purging the army of mulatto supporters and replacing them
with men loval only to himself. He removed mulatto cabinet members and

w0 e

appointed’'less qualified darker-skinned men of his own choice.
organized two new forces-to prevent any further attempted coups. Oné of
his innovatibns for social control was a secret police; a second was a
parliamentary terroristic group called Zinglins. The capital lived in
fear of Soéloudue and his machinery of Lerror which included the use of
assassination as a political weapon and the arbitrary murder of
distinguished persons critiéal of his regime.7l Soulodque in a sense
exemplified all the qualities of a cunning politician as well as those

. "of a merciless tyrant. He revived the title once assumed by Dessalines
and tﬁr;ed himself into Emperor Faustin I. But he went one step further
than.DessqL}nes, in that he actually set up a court. LeyBurn
ées?ffbés‘this court -as '"'merely outward pomp which was given no

g

economic functioms to perform but which'was just to gratify

g

I T .
?fo 68. Con't. answered, '"Please, Mr. President, don't make a fool of
<" me." Ibid., p. 119. ok

69'_Jean Pierre'Gingras, Duvalier, Caribﬁean'Cyclone (New York:
Exposition Press, 1967), p. 42. Also quoted in Leyburn, The Haitian ¥

People, p. 92.
70.

Nicholls, "A Work of Combat,'" p. 20.

71 Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 84.7 . -
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”—‘]the Emperor's own vanity."72 Soulouque algo enhanced his prestige with

the masses by allowing the ppen practices of voodoo.73 It is also reparted

that he practiced the religion in ‘his palace and paid homage to the goif:

(loas) while visiting various paxts of the country:

<

MacLeod argues that
.

certain paradoxes and incongruitiés exist in these tl
historical accounts of Soulouque's regime: Why, for « (/’
example, were his potential enemies so quickly eliminated
after his election? ‘Was he.a much abler politician ’
than- ras been supposed, or did he.find a surpriging
amount of support for his policies among the general
populace? . . . have Soulouque!s attempts to
incorporate the Dominicaf® area been so condemned, but
not similar attemg’g by other leaders? The final and
most obvious inconsistency . . . is how this alleged :
dullard, given to posturing, frivolity, viciousness and -
adventurism managed to stay in power for twelve years, T
‘'when other able Haitian presidents, some using force, some
trying perm’zsiveness, found it difficult.to“sutVive
for months. : :

MaéLeod suggests that at the beginning Sougeuque did folléy the pattern
set by the ageg)blacﬁ'generals who had ruled since Boyer's fall, and

who al%owed the elitist bureaucracies and mercantilg urban groyps an
impiicit 1f.not én explicit power. Whatever his original design however,
Sdulouque did not maintain this pattern apd as‘we havegseen, quickly
consolidated his own positiqp secure from mulatto control. He was
sensitive to his uneducatéﬁ servile past aﬁd disliked having to submit

himself to the riditule of.the educated domestic and foreign community.

- -

N

72, oo
: Lgybs,"‘ghe Haltian People, p. 92.
73, ﬁ. '
¢ It wi be remembcrgd that this peasant religjion had been

-harshly censured gpder Toussaint, Dessalines, and Christophe and onlv
tolerat under Petion ahd Boyer's mulatto rule. :

74. Murdo J. MacLeod, '"The Soulouque Regime 1in Haiti; 1847-1859;
A Re-evaluation, "Caribbean Studies, X, No. 3 ( er, 1970), p. 3%
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This feeling was.reinforqed by constant .warnings from the black military
leaders ''that he was rapidly losing the support of his own people.’ w75
‘Soulouo:e beeame alarmed at the vulnerability to foreign interests

of the fsctionfridden fragmented state. Rebellions within the country

" had drastically weakened it in the past four years. It is- ;lso probable
-that Soulouque' s ex-slave status made him obsessively insistent upon
Haiti's 1ndependence from foreign (white) rule. 76 Ag a result, Soulouue

believed that his'ftrst to protect his completely exposed

Da ‘the sccessionist Pominican Republic
/ - ~

MacLeod 1is pethaps correct in suggesting that Soulouque has been
singled out by most Haitian and U.s. historians for‘h{s massacre of the
mulattoes.?7 'This does notvimply-that MacLeod condones cfuelty and

violent fyranny; she asks simply why Soulouque 1$ singled out, while
_his successor General Fabre Geffard who conducted killings*sixteen at ’
a time, is not. Why are Geffard's murders "an execution" while Sbulouque
are tesmed a massacre"’78 MacLeod suggests as. a possible answer that
"in some foreigners" condemnations of Soulouque-these are heavy racial

overtones, and a great deal of frustration at his surprising lack of
‘v

docility in diplomatic negotiafions. w2

75. ibid., p.- 38, emphasis in the original.

« 76. There was some concrete cause for his concern - the slave-owning
United States, at the height of its Manifest Destiny, had recently seized,
an unoccupied island of Nsvasse ’

77-. " " -
MscLeod, _Soulouque s pP.”4l.

,79' Ibid. .
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The European Cdﬁonill powers and,.£>v¢4holders in the United Stetes‘
vere also anxious because of Soulouque s Pan-Africenism. ﬂis
encourqgement of Africans, Indians and freed men from the United Stntes~
to settle in Haiti, and his dénial,of the privilege to whites (who'.
" could neither own prdperty nor'becoee citizena)uceuld not fail tov
,JantaggQize ) | ‘

Both Nicu ollsso'and MacLeod81 heve denied_ that Soulouque was racist,
suggesting that ‘the mulatto program has led to this verdict on Soulouque.
I their argument they name several ‘mulattoes who held posts in

'Soulouque 8 cabinet. However, Nicholls does admit that ‘Soulauque
followed "the black tradition .82

SOulouque s decision to change the small country 1nto an empire
with himself as Emperor Faustin .1, met with ridiezle at home and
abroad. One historian suggestethhat this\type of government had a
certain appeal to the peoplex and reminded his readers that Haiti was -
"only half a céntury Temoved from slavery, a slavery where the only truly

- o
emnncipated'class had been ehe bearers of titieq;af noﬁility. it'was,
therefore, a symbol of true lndependence to see their new leaders, ‘hny'

of them ex—slaves, now holding noble titles of their own. w83 However,

most historians have taken Leyburn's position, stnted eariier in this

80. Nicholls, A Work of Combat', p. 19.
81. S .
Macleod, ''Soulouque’, pp. 41-42.
82. Nicﬁolls, "A Work of Combat", p. 19. .
83.

Dhormoys, ... as quoted In MaclLeod, "Soulouque', p. 43



stuey.c MacLeod convincingly arguen lgain-t the claim of. Leyburn et al
thet SOulouque 8 court was entisely frivolous. She writes that "1t was
’mo-tly an office holding cleus, with cabinet menberl,_lecalgconpnndere
and generals becoming transformed into dukee, counts a&nd Harquiies."84

‘ .

These titlea wete, in face, given to anyone of 1nf1uence or importance,
anyone who could comhand a following of any size, including rural
' leaders, nerchants, membera of 16cal voodoo hierarchies all of who-
thus became officially attached to the regime. anLeod cuggeats that
most\of these people existed on selaries"pitifully small" and that many
vere being rewarded with ptestige rather than cash and this visible
preatige made it much mpore difficult to revolt against the Emperor. n85
" In any evenc. MacLeod mainteins thet Fabre Geffard's regime was ‘probably
a ‘greater drain 6n the national coffers than that of Faustin whose
"bread and circuses". were somewhat balanced by his frugal coronation
'eetemony im 1853.° =
Soulouque ] open support and encouragement of ¥odoo is judged by
anLeod as a- demonstration of the Enperor s pragmatic‘reality about
; resources of power and influence inside his nation. "86\ She suggests
that whatever Soulouque 8§ reasons for supporting voodpo, whether from

personal convicticn, his wife's influence, or from tattical considerations,

the religion was.a valuable~instrument of social control. It will be

84. Ibid., P 44,
i N ‘ ¥z
85.. Ibid. - . R v
- 86. Ibid.
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renemgcréz that the mulatto elite did its utmost to withdraw from the.
"barbaric" rellgipﬁ ;nd even to dcqy its exi;tence to the intern-tiédnl
communiﬁy. whuté;ex the reason, Soulouque's open support of the religion
"did pring tranquility to the nliion for a decadc."as Th?g,tn by the
United States’, by the French and British, including gun-boit'diplouacy,.

did not encourage Haiti to repay foreign.loans:

Using the skilfull Duc de Tiburan aqg his nationalist’
Minister of Finance Etienme Felicite Salomon, later
to be president, Faustin was largely successful. Constant
- pressure, visits from men—of-war, forced signing -of agreeaments.
-on the Prench indemnigy and loan, accomplished little
for the three powers. ) ’

9

Soulouque’, although his foreign policy was largely a success, was unable
to match this diplomatic success with a miditary victory over the

. o '
Dominican Republic. He was utterly inadequate as a general and his
. [ J

’;hiré Dominican defeat (1855-56), coupled with the coffee crop failure
and the decline of international prices resulted in a shift from "harsh
repfeasion of all dissent" to complete'indifference in Soulouque. General

. . a

Geffard Eapitalized on Soulouque's belavioural inconsistency and carried

ouf a succegsful coup.

MacLeod concludes her carefully”researched examination of Soulouque
by stating (I beljieve correctly) th#t hithough the Emperor was a cruel
and t?rannical ruler, ﬂe

showed hihmself to-be far more than the clown which we

usually find depicted .... Jn every case we must conclude
that Faustin Squlouque was 'a man of high intelligence, a

88 1bid., p. 45, . i

Ibid. L 5
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realist, a pteg-etic, and a superb it ruthless .politician
and diplomat. There is' no denying his gatrioti-n and his
ebility to impose, doneltic tranquility.

We shall later find that’ Duvelier also attacked the derogatory nuletto

interpretetionl of Soulouque s reign.

‘.

. A nilitery coup in 1859 tinelly ended Soulouque s rule. The two

°

issues-.that led directly to his collepge were the decline in the economy

-aﬂé the more immediate "{ll-advised and disastrous"’’ military campaign

)\/ )

waged against the Dominicens. General Febre ﬁicdlas Geffard, who led

the succeseful coup against Soulouque, succeeded to the presidency in

-

1859 and allowed the mulattoes an ofportunity to regain the political
LY . . .
4p;edom1nance'unich they hed lost folloving the 1843 split. Probably
the most important event to occur during Gefferd s rule (1859-1867) was
the signing in 1860 of a Concotdat with the Vatican. This document made
] way ior'the tetutn,of'the clergy and their teeching orders. Geffard‘s

%& dispolution of the legislature in 1865,'and his assumption of the
pregidency for life, eventuglly resulted in a successful coup led by
General Sylvein Selnave ‘1‘67h1869)

Salnave's ptesidency, according to'some writers, signals. the point
at which Haiti began to fgllow,théftypiCAl Latin American pattern of
domestic politics.gé A politician gained tne.presidency.ueually through
force, after accusing the incu-bent president of having assumed dictatorial

rule. These fights for suprenecy rerely involved other constitutional

principles than the tength of the term of office. In the 1870's, there

90 1pi4., p. 47. , .
e i N 3
91. 1pid., p. 48: , ,

92. William W. Pierson and federico G. Gil, Governments of Latin.

America (Mew York: McGraw-Hill ,1957), pp. 167-170.




e@erged the Liberal and the National fartig-. The main dlltiﬁguiuhing
fenture,of'the-c tgo.pnttico was that the Liberals favorc& a parliaﬁcﬁ;ity
iystc;‘witﬁ a heavier emphasis on the v&te and responsible Cabinet
coverﬁneﬁt. while the Nationnli.s; believed in the sole rule of a

. L
23 The Liberals, 1nA4dvocat1ng';xtendod suffrage, were '

sq;éag dictator.
' paradoxicai when.one considers that on&‘bf their baiic‘éenetl was that
"men were not created equal{ rather than cert,in men (the elite; vere
élearlyfthe superiors of others."96_ The'cdpcat;d‘Lib;rnlt'(muldttogs)
intended to use the can;titutioni, laws, codes, lna q.batinl chamker

to legitimiie their comtrol over the black generals.

Rotberg describes Salnave's governﬁeht as being.reducfio ad absurduth.95

Salnave changed his role within a few weeks as a member. of the

provisional government and became "Protector of the Republié” wieldiﬂh

96

-"the powers of a dictator."™ He was later elected presilent under the

4

.hewly—revised g;nstitu;ion which again aboligﬁed the lifetime presidency
and fixed the term of éffice ;t four years. )
, .

Salnave soon encounte;ed difficulties with the legislatutg, whose
members he accused of being in sympathy Qith the mulatto rebe1§1¢2Hé led
his guards info the &aiional Aésembly and put‘an end to its operation.
He agsumed complete dictatdtahip - sgspendihg the cbnstitution and

v .

re-establishing the prepidency for-life term. Riots followed the policies

93. Dantes Bellegarde, Histoire du peuples haitien: 1492-1952J
(Portiau-Prince: Imprimerie de Compiegne, 1953), pp. 188-189.

94.

Leyburn, The Haitian People,'pp. 220-221.

95.

Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 90.

96.

Davis, Black Democracy, p.- 127, emphasis in the original.
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in Port-au-Prince, and the lcgillatorl retarned hene to gather an

°

atmy-ngaih-t this new dictator. His chaotig, short-lived regime was

destribed by one -historian ns_n continuous civil war in ehich vafioue

fectione attempted to elininete hi-.g? The one new pbliticel feature

. <

1n:roduced by Salnave was the use of E!EE!o undilciplined. untrained -
pensant; from the north who. under local leaderahip,»fousht vith little
'kdowledge of ;he 1eeuel involved. LEven with the support of the 22522'
ﬁeﬂeveiﬁ‘Selneve succumbed eo'Geheral Nisslge Seget,and was _executed in 1870.
?ro-.187q £¢V1§2§ Haiti experienced thrée more presiden:-,'two .
of whom were soldier—etetesmen vhile the chi%d wvas a civilien. In 1879
Salomon became the country's eleventh presiaent since the 1843 rebellion.
He was elected with the support and prograﬁ of the ﬁationalist Party,
defeating the Liberal candidate Boyer Bozelais.
Salomon was characterized by\the_epinend.huletto historian Dantes
Bellegarde as one of the beat-qualified men of his generation, possessing

an excellent educetion and extensive administrative. and diplomatic

experience. However, Bellegérde qualified this appraisal with the remark
that Salomoh lackea the flexibility needed at that time. This
quallficetion vas based en Salouén‘é performance during the traglc,deys
of 22 and, 23>September 1383, vhep he instigated a mulatto blood bath.98

Thelﬂaitian_historian'? estimate of Salomon tends to coincide with
that'ge;erell§ accepted sy nﬁlettd U.S. historians. Salomon provided
the country with its firet nltlonel,bank (1881) | whose perpose wvas to

give the governmerit some central control, as well as to undermine the

. ‘ . ’
37. Rotberg, Politics ‘of Squalor, p. 9l.

‘98.

Bellegarde, Peuple haitien, p?¢ 198.



- 57

small foreign—own-d finence and credic ogenciee which hed oprunp up

within the country and uhoee operations the government found difficult
to regulnte.. He also linnideted.the'country'qhoutntlnding debt to. France;
nad: reforms in education and the military with the use of borrowed
l"‘)ench personnel; instituted ~improvem‘enta ian coununicetion' '(enpecinlly'
telegraphic links); end engineered the country's participetion-in the
Universal Postal union. .

‘Salomon'é agricultural laws are looked upon favourably by some'
historiads. Theae allowed any Haitian to become & landowner if he
would undertake to cultivate coffee, sugar cane, OF other co-nerciallv
viable crops. Leyburn vriresethat “cricics of Salomon point out that )

. ‘

these conditianalygrante were designed to make of the peasant a simple
fiscal norknnn for the state, to force him once more to labor for the
public rather than for himself. T legislators were preoccupied not ¢
with the welfere of the peasant but solely with the incrense}of
production and of fiscal reveriue. 99_ Salomon's law recreated Boyer s
Code, although the former was founded with a different intention. 'Rayford
Logan describes the effect as disastrous since the state did not allot-
funds for the support of\farmers whiie they wnited for a first érop.}oo
In any event, the peasants "ignored the laws. |

Bellegarde s earljer comment regarding Salomon's lack of flexibilitv
was made in reference to the President s handling of the Boyer-Bozelais
insurrection in'1883.4 This attémpted coup was the culmination of more

\.

than twn years of periodic, abortive attempts by the Liberals to overthrow

-

. 9. Rayford W. Logan, Haiti and the Dominican Republic, (London: Oxford
B University Press; 1968), p. 110.

100- 1pid..
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Salomon.' The tension between the classes, partially sustsined by color , :

differences,’ be::ne'quite'violent. 1t should be emphasized that this
' [}

color line was indistinct, consider for example, that lom; of Snlomon's

principal enemies were black, that he was married to a whica P:upch

wife and had a mulatto dAughter.lo1 Neverthcleas. <he stru;gle for °

power was marked by violence and bloodshed based at least partly upon .

color and class distinctions. The negroes ransacked ‘those aread of tk;. )

capital occupied by the colored bourgeoisie. 102 The nymber of 1nnocent N

mulattoes executed in reprisal was. conaidqrable, and buninens came to a

" virtual halt in the capital.103 Boyer—Bozelais was killed in the uprising,

his da;th marking the permanent end of tﬁe Liberalsi;nd ;Hevso—calle¢

Parligyenta;y Gov;rnmenc. Salomon's extensive campaign against the

mulattoes revived a color préjudice equal to that of the Soulouque e?a.

Salomon himself was forced into exile Mn 1888, whem he nag the constitutton

- amended to permit his immediate re—election

General Antoine Simon (1908—1911) was the last of the ephemeraI
ptehidents of.;h)s period "and one .whom Duvalier considered among "the e

principle artisans of - national independ ."10“ Simon was a nearly

jlliterate peasant who had followed the standard path from the mud hut
to the palace - through the ranks of the army. Gingras-describes him

as totaliy obsessed with the idea of develqping_the country "to give

101.

Ibid., p- 109.
. g J
102. Ibid.
103. Rodman, Haiti, p. 22.
104 '

Duvéiier Qnd Denis, ProbiEme des Classes, p. 66. -~




the unemployed employment, to sign commercial agreements with the great

105

powers, and to build a railway." Simon made a number of commercially

‘harmful loans and financial agreements with foreign countries in order
to carry out his industrial ochemes.{yh;tﬁgincluﬂed a railwgy.106 ‘
Nevertheless, he did pave some streets, install electriciti in the
capital, and modernize the docks. It is of 1;lerest_that éimqn,_like_
Soulouque, gave_pqsitiVe support to voodoo, Bastien remarks that there
is not e¢nough information available to ascirtain whether Simon controlled
the cult or whether it do;in.ted him.lo7 His regime lasted only two
ﬁears and seven months and was terminated bv another military coup. The
seven' years prior to the U.S. occupation, beginning with Simon's
presidency were characterized by anarchv and chaos.

A brief review of these black presidents reveals.that they were
all dictators, and sympathized with, er openly supported the black
oriented Nationalist Party. Soulouque, Salnave, and Salomon alte;éd

the constitution to permit lifetime rule. They governed.dictatorially

and did not allow themselves: to be used as "front men' for the mulgpﬁg
R i”‘.\ .

. . -8 . ) z
elite group. In fact, Soulouque and Salomon carried out brutal uas;gcreiﬂ?:i-
A ) [T 31
. . ..“‘ - - :‘ , -““\\,\;
of mulattoes who challenged their power. It is also significant that . 5"%%;7
2ot 4 R &
Soulouque and Simon openly supported voodoo. An attempt has‘been%maq’: ‘iﬁ
¢ — — ' i 2 B P
105. ] . AL :
Gingras, Caribbean Cyclone, p. 49. TN
106. . s
Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, pp. 105-106, )
107Cour1ander and Bastien, Religion and Politics in p.fSZ. *
. B h)
t=v :
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here to give U.S. (which signifies mulatto) analysis of their regimes,

so that the reader may appreciate Duvalier's argument that the class
»
problem in Haiti was essentially linked with that of color.



CHAPTER I11

L]

L& SN

The U.S. Occupation (1915 - 1934) was responsible for the evélution
of a new b{ack middle class and its rise to political power in 1946. By
1946 the Haitian blacks had won an ideological struggle as well_as a
political one. Tﬁf‘ZEAQg class, which had made péséible ﬁumarsais Estim;is
regime (1946-1950) also helped to guarantee Franéois Duvalier's victory
in 1957. It was a class quite distinct from the mulatto eiite,'not only
in terms of sotcial status and wealth, but more importantly by virtue of
its distinct ideoclogy. Black ideology developed out of the amti-American

nationalist movement and the disdain of the blacks for the mulatto goverhngnts
of President Stenio Vincent and his successor President Elie iescot.
The immediate background of Duvalier's political writings uas'khe' .

mulatto led Nationalist Movement Qf Price Mars with fts new interest in

—

e s
the folklore of the Haitian ymsSes - Duvalier and other hlack intellectuals

split ﬁith the Cultural Nationalists and ghe subsequent struggle between
these two groups merits . attehtion,'as does the anti-supeéstttion campaign
] and che Soriety for the Haitian~Amer1can DPevelopment of Agriculture
(S.H.A.D.A.) land deal [explainedlbelow]. The climax of the political
turmoil of - che period wdas the victory of the new black middle class and
_ﬂthe defeat of the mulattoes and their ideology.

Many justifications of th% U.S. invasion and subsequent occupation
of Haiti hav;‘been offered. Insolvency cdupléd with German—financed'
political chaos have beeg'suggested as direct threats to U.S. hegemony
in the Caribbean. Haitians were pledging 80 percent of government

revenyes tg debt service on the eve of the U.S. 1ntervention.1 Anarchy

1. Hans R2% Schmidt, The United States Occupation of Haiti 1915-1934

New ‘Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1967), p. 43.
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was, encouraged when German businessmen floated loans at exhorbitant
interest rates to presidential eandidates forming caco armies. To

finance these mercenaries, income from the

ative customs houses

s of the incumbent

’,

and other tax gources was divet’fd to th
. President.2 Some social scieptists have ested that economic

imperialism was the major reason for U.S. 1nterventioq, "that American
fu.s.] capital expected té7exploit Haiti and turn it into another Cuba

3 But the U.S. historian Hans Schiidt has given what is

or Puerto Ricc."
probablv an accurate explanation for the occupation. He statks that the
kev rehso:i/ﬂéeré strategic and more specifically milicary."“ Large
scale inVéstments of U.S; capital in Cuba and Puerto Rico,‘plus the
construction of the Panama Canal, demanded\U.S. milita%y control without
French, German, or other European influence in the area. TCE U.S.‘wished
to turn the Caribbean into a large American lake, an ambitién requi;ing
financially and politically stable goverrment’ without European
affiliations. Economic penetration was considered only a lucrative
by-product of the intervention.

An anti-U.S. nafionalist movement followed quickly upon the arrival

of the occupation forces. At first, however, many educated mulattoes

welcomed their stabilizing influence. But the gratitude was short-lived;

~

ro

Davis, Black Democracy, pp. 149-151.

3. Courlander and*Bastien, Religion and Politics in Haiti, p. 53.
4 Schmidt, U.S. Occupation, p. 56.
5.

1bid.5 p. SS5.
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even the mulattoes could not tolerate thgrﬂ.s. policies and attitudes.

- e <

The marine administered government was operated by paternal—huthoritarian'
-~
colonial precepts, which emphasized maintenaneé of law and ordér, and

showed no undg;standing of native problems., The ruling policy was
l’ -

founded upon the 1de§; of the Proéressivi>keform Movement in the United
States and on models such as that of éhe enlightened British colqnial
policy in Egypt. The rule of thé Mexican dictator Porfiro Diaz was the
model for the U.S. blueprint for remodelling Hait1.6 The strategv was
to pull the Neéro nation up by the bootstraps with great dependence on

prégress through technical efficiency:

American efforts to uplift and ''civilize
emphasized material achievements, technologica
modernization, organization, and the cultivation
pragmatic as opposed to esthetic or spiritual atti

in material achievements, was at first well-received by a few Haitians
4
But their inherent attitude toward manual work, and certain other such

tradttional values, were not to be éuppressed. Conflict soon arose with
the occupations racial and cultura%fejudices. Marine Commander and
militia Commandant of Haiti, Major Smedley Butler, recognized that

o

his governmént'swlission 'was to make Haiti a first class black man's

8
cauntryv."” The way to accomplish this was to establish an authoritarian

-~

6. Ibid., pp. 13-16.
7+ Ibid., p. 13. ;
b. )
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regxﬁe that would initiate decisions for the good of a people who,.
presumably because of their prima facie racial inferiority and
primitiveness, were incapable of self governﬁent. These racial and
cultural pre—suppositions, coupled with the revision'of nigg}eenth
eentury Eggzgfor forced road building law, ciubd notufail to result’

in the emergence of an active anti-American atienalist sentiment.

Racial and cultural,intolerancei;ere not evident at the beginning
of the occupation, and became so only after white'Américaé/women arriQed
in Haiti in 1?16.9 From this point on, all contact between U.S. citizens
and Haitians was virtually terminated; hotels, restaurants, and clubs
catering to U.S. became segregated and off limits to Haiéians. This

policy extended even to the very white-skinned, and wealthy mulattoes.

~

The U.S. made no distinction between mul@tto and his black peasdnt

countrytien. .
v
That these racial attitudes were shared even by the most senior

officér in Haiti is suggested by the comments attributed to €olonel

Littleton W. T. Waller

These people are niggers in spite of the thin varnish

of education and refinement.. Down in their hearts ey
are justlbhe same happy, idle irresponsible people we
know of. -

Brigade Coméandem Cole in 1917 made the same sort of comment regarding
the educated mulattoes:

The Negroes of mixed type'(mu;attoes), who constitute
the majority of the educated people and politicians,
have the general charactef!st*‘s of such people the
world over - vain, lovi?ﬂ[pre;se, excitable, changeable,’

E4

9. Rotberg, Squalor of Politcs, p. 138.

10

quoted in Schmidt, U.S. Ocougattﬁ‘n?p. 79.
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beyond belief 11idgical, and double faced. Many
of them are highly educated and poiiahed, but their
sincerity must always be doubted."™ ",

These nofions of racial inferiority ﬁqre held by the Americans even in

the later 20's and’not only in the early years of the occupation. High

‘Gommissioner Russel commented in 1939 that: "The Haitian mentality only

(ecognizgd force, and appeal to .reason and logic 1is unthinkable."l2

s -

The social historian 'James 6. Leyburn accused the United States of

deliberately sending marines from‘the southern states to Haiti in the

- early davs of the 6ccupation "on the theory that they would, from long

13

acquaintance with Negroes, know how to 'handle' them." Schmidt has

argugd agginé%ﬁ&eyburn's éccusat{on but does admit that '"Southerners
and Séuthecntracial codes were conspicuOus."14 Of fended mulattoes
rgtaliafed with~expressions of their own cultyral racismf They made
fun of the uncultured and boorish American who could not speak French
and who seemed.to always drink alcoyﬁl to excess.

The Chief Ame;ican‘Adﬁiniétrators, Waller and Butler, strained
even further éhe cultyral relations betweeT’the:educated mulattoes and .’
themselves by tﬁeir open disdain for the concept of elitism that was ?
bas{c“to the;igfial and economic pogition of the mulattoes in Haiti.

é
U.S. concepts such as democ?atic'egaliigrienism tended paradoxically to

draw a sharp distinction between the masseé of Haitian peasants and

_ ;%Z Cole to H.S. Knopp, RADM, USN, Military Governor of Santa .
Domingo, May 17, 1917; Senateé Hearings, 1922, pp. 177-185. as quoted in
Schmidt, U.S. Occupation, p. 146. )

12,

SD 838 00/288%, Grumman to Stinson, August 29,i930, as quoted

4n Schmidt, U.S. Occupation, p. 146:

;3' Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 103.

14. Schmidt, U.S. Occupation, p. 145.
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the elite. The Americans loathed the aristocratic oateniatiouanesa of
the elite, while expressing affection for the uneducated. fbese
preferential values had a considerable impact on the type of educational _
and economic prograﬁ instigated by the occupatio;al jovcrn-nnt.

Programs were planned to favor the peasants and to weaken the

15 In fact, the U.S. deliberately set

'priveiggediposition of the elite.
themselves to create a middle class.16 There was an:nppntent.conftadiction
in thgir policies, however, in that the h.S. us?d the well-eduéated
mulattoeé as client-presidents, so that for thHe first time since 1843,
the mulattoes again controlled the presidency. The mulat;o‘domiﬁation
was t; continue until the advent of the new black middle class in 1996.

The marines' re-establishment and enforcement 6f a nineteenth
century law which compelled the pegsﬁdts to work for three_or four d;ys

. _

per year on the roads in their immediate area; transformed the polite
téte-a-téte between peasants and the U.S. {nto a bloedy guerilla war.
It is true that this conflict involved only the peasants and the U.S.;
but the atrocities committed pn behalf of thls forced work sysiem by

“a

U.S. military tacticians reéulted in the_émergence of a strong Haitian
Nationalist‘hovement whose main uﬁiting force was_the deéirg to drive
U:S. troops from Haitian soil. The American atrocities had included'not
only inpressment of peasants into the service of the state, but expulsion
from their houses in the middle of the night by the marines, who

transported large nuhbers far from their own areas to work for months

on the toads before being released.17 The marine methods depended

13- 1bid., p. 147. :

16. A.C. Millspraugh, Haiti Under American Control 1915-1930 (Boston:
World Peace Foundation, 1931), Pu-163g

17. New York Times, Oct. 15, ”orf

‘Ancient Corvee System Increased Bandi:
. ey

R ]




up brutality and extended to roping together the constantly guarded-
labyurers in a manner recalling legends of French colonial slave gangs.la
This policy increasgd tension among the inhgrently indepéndeni land-

holding pen.@.‘ until violence was the only possible rétease. The
¢ R

-
-

U.S. occupation reacted to the intermittent outbreaks by issuing an
7

order r;scinding the law. However, the order was disobeyed by local untihe
commanders, and the practice of forced laber continuedJiQ until finally,
1p'1919; the caco 1eh;gr Charlmagne Peralte led some 40,000 followers in

a massive uprising against the Occupation. His aim was to push the U.S.
off theuislaﬁd; but because the marines had successfully disarmed nearly
all of the Cacos in 1915, the fight was an uneven one. Marines armed

with modern rifles and war planes struck back at Peralte's armory of
machetes, knives, picks,.a few pistols, and two or three hundred rifles.zo
The marines used hunt and kill tactics to root oﬁt the guerillas, and
thﬁ;e was4ﬁvstr1king imbalance between Haitian and mirine casualties;
duéing'the first five years of the occupation (3,590 Haitians died, as
compared witﬁ 14 to 16 marines).21 The insurrection was quickly halted

in 1919 after the marines sﬁccessfuliy assassinated the peasant 1gade§

Peralte. In 1921, a(U.S.f{nate investigation psas held in answer to

-4

° 18. Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 121,

19. New York Times, Oct. 27,1921, p. 40. "Forced Work on Roads'
as reported to Senate committee by Colonel Hooker.

20.

chpidt! U.S. Occupation, p. 102.

.

21. 1pid.,*p. 103fn.



newspaper allegationl and Haitan protelts that prisoners h.d'becn
massacred b(\’nrine soldiers and 't American planes had’ strafed and
bombed Haitian villagcl.zz This investigation eventually reaulted in

. the withdrawing of U.S. occupation forces.

An urban based nationalist movement began to manifest itself in

" ~Hatiti &uting the guerrilla campaign. The «failure of ihe guerrillas was
féllowe&rﬁy a vigorous opposition by the dﬁlltto elite on whom the
occupatiog;had had a monumcntll effect. These "fofeign materialists"

' had shattered Haiti's image -o:jits special poaiiion in the world as the
first free b{ack nation and-as the second independent nation in the
western hemisphere. The mulattoes' socio-cultural values were destroyed
along with theiric0untry§c prestige among foreign natioms. A state of

spiritual and intellectual crisis arose from the U.S. humiliation and

Isuppression.
Mulatto intellectuals who had o;iginally;supported the U.S. Occupation,

like Jean Price—M&r923 and Arthur Hollyza were shocked into thelneed for

a realistic re-appraisal of the nation's cultural history. For the French
) Giy,-the French instigutions, and the French culture had failed.the | \

Haitians. Several years of chaos had culminated in loss of sovergignty,

in misety and de.ponde#cy. Haitians had beén wrong to emulate'Europein

culture rather than the African. For Price—ﬂnra, Holly ahd other<ince11¢ccualé.

imitation of the European model had resulted in loss or denial of

responsibilities to the "rural masses" who were transformed "into a parasitic,

>

22. New York Times, Oct. 27, 1921, p. 40.

23. Jean Price-Mars, La Vocation de 1l'elite (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie
Edmond Cheret, 1919) and Jean Price-Mars, Ainsi parla 1'oncle: Essais
d'Ethnggraphie (Port-au—Prince: Inprimerie de Compiegne, 1928).

24.

Arthur Holly, Rapport entre 1'1not1tut10n, llgg;ycholqg}el et
1' ecat social (Pott—lu-?rincg- I-ptin.rie Ed-oﬂd Cheret, 1921).




superficial and prejudiced clique."25 Price-Mars end Holly reacted by
rejecting their French heritage and turnin; instead to the traditions

of tne people who,scorned and neglected for over a century, had retained
many fcatures‘of their African folk culture.26 The vritin’e of these men

began a 1iterary and politicel debate which'wel ‘to rage through the 19
”\

and 40‘5, centering on such themes l!" (1) the peasant's economic and <

political struggle for survival, (2) the failure of the mulattoes'
ipgtitutions and culture, (3) the huestion of a biological foundation
for racial differences."FranSois Duvalier"nd Lorimer Denis_ later
adopted the position of Price-Mars and Holly invordgrrto argue against
the dogma of such eminent mulattoes as Antédror Firmin27 and Hannibal -

Price.28

Firmin and Price had maintained that nlthough Hnitians were black
and Afriben’by blOOd; the Haitien‘mentaiite was French. Thus they
stressed the French European and not the African influence as a model for
Haitian development. They tried to degonstrate that inpate differences
between the races did not exist; that, in fact, peaple of all races are
.
fundamentally equal. Firmin pointed to the great'achievements of the

ancient Egyptians who he supposed to be of black Lthiopian origin. He

went on to refute efforts by European anthropologists to prove that thqﬁgA

-~

25- David Nicholls, "Biology and Politics in hHaiti," Race, VII1
(October, 1971), p. 205. .

'
26. ¢ L. Coulthard, Race and Colour inm Cnribbean gisgigture
(London: Oxford University Press, 1962), P- 6&. ¥y

27. P

Anteror Firwmin, De l‘egalise des races humaineg(Paris: Pichon,

X

1885).

®
28.
8 Hannibal Price, De la Kehabilitation de 1 xece oire par la

Rrgubligue d’Haiti (Port-au-Prince: J. Verrollat,

13
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ancient Egyptians wgreavhite. efforts whose wmotivatioa according to

a

Firmin stemmed from their racial ptejudiCCl;29. Price-Mars maintained

th;t tﬁe theory of racial<dnferiority wvas a carfy;ovcr from the slave-

oriented aotic;y.3°

In opposition to the inferiority theory he proposed
that of a great- and highlyicimﬂlized Africgp past. His aim wli not to
deny the importance of European civilization but to argue "that black

2

people were‘fundamentally the same as Europeans and the differences

1'1031

between the races are only superficia As Firmin wrote: "Men are
. ' .

qverywhere endowed with the lamé qualities and with the same faults,
without distinction\?f colour or of anatomic‘fo%m."32

Holly was the first to argue against the long;standing mulatto
tiadition. He rejected European values and institutions while promoting
voodoo and other African traditions. He argued that African culture was
an inevitable manifeatation of Hait! since the majority of the Hait}an
people belonged to the negro race, and he stressed the opinion that
"each race has its particular genius which is reflected in its

psychological attitudes."33

He emphasized the ngcessity of protecting
those traditions, maintaining that this could beAnccomplished only if
Haitian 1e§ders and not European priests controlled the educational
system in Haiti. He believed that the voodoo cult.should be accepted

as a valid national institution because it was a true reflection of the

cultural and religious life of the black people.

29.

30.

31. Nicholls/ "Biology", p. 205.

3. Firmin, De l'egalite des races humaines, p. 662.

33. Holly, L'instruction, la psychologie et 1'etat social, p. 19.
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Jean Price-Mars, even more than Holly, waorked to arouse the new
generation from its cultural sleep. His definitive ethnological work,

Ainsi Parla 1'Oncle, published in 1928 (thirteen years after the U.S.

ogcupation had begun), constituted in igself a veritable manifesto

for the cultural and political revolution to follow. This writing
s:I;hiated. and continues to stimulate, its readers to aﬁhere to
cultural and political 1ntegrity.. Price~Mars' aim in writing the book
was to urgé the elite to abandon false French-European values and to
accept thelir African backgpeund, preserved for them in the Haitian
black folk-culture. He began this task by an investigation and
romanticization of Haitilan félklore, religion and even language;
eventually he believed that he had succeeded in tracing‘Haitian origins
to advanced civilizations in Africa in order to demonstrate tq the
mulattées that blacks had a history of their own. His work appeared
simultaneously with the founding,of a new wave of literary journals and
protest movements.

Le Revue Indigene, founded in 1927 by Jacques Roumain and other

4
poets and novelists,3 was formed to encourage the study of Haiti's
dominant black heritage and forgatten peasant najority. The editorial

aim was to end flat, servile literarv imitations and to seek a truly

: ‘ 35
autonomous Haitian prose style.
&

The early trend in this search for a Haitian poetry and literature,

34. The editors were Normil Sylvain, Carl Brouard, Philippe Thorby

Marcelin, Emile Rouman, Antoine Viewe.

33. Edith Efran, "The New Movement in Haiti," Caribbean Quarterly,
IV (January, 1955), p. 20. ,

-



decried the imitation of French verse found in sd nany Haitian
lyrics. Valmy-Boyse remarked that

The old wotla sky. hovers over the poetfy. and

often through the imagery with which it i{s bedecked,

we see arise not a West Indian langscape, but a

village on the shore of the Loire. ‘
Hence, the choice of topics by poets and novelists before the occupation
reflected the®colonial heritage of the group and perhaps a'feeling of
racial inferiority. For as A. C. Hardouin remarks, "if for the

European the second half of the nineteenth century was marked by

expansion, glory, and industrialization, for the peuples des couleur

it was the era of Gobineau.”>’ Arthur de Gobineau, sometimes called
the “father of racist ideology”, 38 wrote of Haitlans in 1853 that "their

manners are as depraved, brutal and savage as in Dahomey or among the

39

Fellatahs." Gobineau believed that whatever the origin of the human

race, "it is certain that the different families are today absolutely

separate."ao‘ The black race is at the''foot of the ladd’er."l‘1 and is

2
"incapable of civilization".““ Thus perhaps the impact of the colonial

heritage (the elite going to France for their education) and the writings

of Gobineau were influential in the choice,df topics and styles by

3. J. Valmy-Boyse, Conference sur la poesie francaise chez les
noirs d'Haiti (Paris: Pichon, 1903), p. 41.

37. A. C. Hardouin, "Haiti: A Study in Regression,'" Mexico Quarterly
Vol. 11 (May, 1963), p. 78.

38. Michael! Biddiss, Father of Racist ldeology (London: Wiederman
and Nicholson, 1970).

. 3% arthur de Gobineau, The Inequality of Human Races, trans.
by Adrian Collins (London: Heineman, 1915), p. 41.

4C- 1bid., p. 133.
41. Ibid., p. 205. e
42.

Ibid., p. 212.



Haitian poetg and novelists. . \;
4 ~

When the elite rejected the peasants and their folklore as topics -

. N

worthy‘of discussion, they did so in part to defend their countyy from o

B *
unfair and at times vicious attacks from abroad. In his malicious two- “

.

volume work 43 published in 1884, the retired British diplomat Sir Spencer

St. John used the 1864 Affaire de Bization as a climax to his historv

of Haiti. The Bization incident involved the atypical and unusual

.

sacrifice of a child by a demented group of peasant men and women.
These people were quickly brought to trial, proven guilty, and executed.
It seems that Sir Spencer researched this and other évents, accepting a
good deal of hearsay. Levburn charges him with having collected such
material uncritically, /
to prove that voodoo (Voodooism he called it) was the
real religion of the Haitians (which it was), and that
it was compounded of the vilest superstitions and most
fiendish practices, of which the most essential was human
sacrifice of '"the goat w&EhOUt horns" followed by a
cannibalistic communion.
W.B. Seabrook was another author who wrote deliberately defammatery
works, using such phrases as "blood-maddened", "sex—mad%sned", "god-
maddened" to describe the mental state of tne people participating in a
4
voodoo ceremony. > Sensationalism of this kind no doubt discouraged the

sensitive mulattoes from using folk religion as a literary theme, in some

cases to such an extent that they denied its importapce or even its

43. Sir Spencer St. Jonn, Hayti, or the Black Republic (London:
Scribner and Welford, 1884).

44.

Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 132, emphasis in the original.

45.

W.B. Seabrook, The Magic Island (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1929),
p. 42. ¢
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very existence. Mulatto allegiance to the Catholic¢c Church, Qnd deference

to whjte European culture, alsoa;ffluenced theii.decisioh to decry

so-called "barbaric" practices. I.n any event, the critical reversal of ’
fhia tendency in the ethsegraphic works of Holly, Price-Marg, and others

had a major impaot upon the literary minds of the Republic. Haitian

poets and novglists discovered the peasant and his Africanized

institutions, which suddenly became fitting and exciting literary tﬁeme..

The peaBant and his struggle against drought and eroded land were the

subject of Jacques Roumain in his best known novel, Gouverneurs der la

Bpseé (Masters of the Dew).“b This work, which has been translated into

several languages including Creole, deals with the peasant's constant
. B ’
struggle for survival in a drought-stricken and impover ished land. The

hero, named Manuel'retufhs home after cutting cane in Cuba for fifteen
. N &

years. Belng now'a “"man of the world" Manuel does not bel ieve in the

voodoo ceremomies nor in the supernatural causes which af’ said to prolong

the feuds between families in his home-village. Manuel discovers water

and puts an end to the village feuds; but when he is eventually killed

his burial -is aceompanied by a voodoo ceremony.
) »

A careful studv of Haitian folklore and voodoo ceremonies, b

.

Pierre and Phillippe Thorby-Marcelin is eviaent in their novels

7

‘dealing with peasant and provincial-rural life. Their award winning

novel Canape Vert, which was translated into English bv Edmund Wilson

7
under the title All Men are Mad,h f0cus!9~on the provimcial elite and

- N

-

Jacques Roumain, Gouverneurs dg la Rosee (Masrers of the Dew)
trans. by Langston Hughes and Mercer Cosk (hew York: Réynal and Hitchcock, 1947) .-

4.

47,

Phillippe Thorby-Marcelin and Pierre #arcelirn, Canape \erc
( All Men are Mad) (New York: Faryar Strauss and Giroux, 1970), trans.
by Edmund Wilson. - . :
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ridicules their promiscuous behaviour.. The novel is set in the year of

the anti-superdtition campaign (1941) conducted by the Roman Catholic

Churcht with the;knowledge and aid of the Haitian government. .The Church

. ,‘
espite their knowledge of “peasant

e

~
attempted to confront the vbo:ji;;FLigion by burning its alters, sacred
trees, drums and ot?i;dpbjec;

‘folkways the work of_the Marcelin brothers, perhaps because of their mulatto

eliris: '~ ackground, is notable for its lack of political or social

commit tment.

v ; .
Jacques Stébhen Alexis takes a very clear social position in his

-

navels. His characters also exist in historically realistic settings

and are in constant confrontation with the government. His novel, Les

. T 48 . .
- Arbres musiciens, focuses .on peasant {;fe during the anti-superstition

a

camphign ané tﬂE S.H.A.D.A. land transagtion (1941-42). The American

owned S.H.A.D.A. Company had purchased land from the mulatto-controlled

go@itnment for the construction of a great rubber planiation that would
' *

. help the country economically. The land had been occupied for over one

»

hundred years by peasant; squatters, wvho refused to leave their land to
[
make way for 'progress'. .One scene in the novel involves a conversation

between the Americaif Ambassador and the Archlfighop of Port-au-Prince,

.

where the two officials decide to collaborate in ousting the péasantsa'
from the land and bulldozing the voodoo cgremon£\1 objects. o

Jacques Stephen Aléxis' novel [bmpate Genéral- Soleil, 49 portra%s

- . .o
th%_never-ending struggle of the urban poor for/;ﬂrvival. His characters

.

48"J‘acques Stéphen Alexis, Les Arbres ﬁgsiciéps ¢(Paris: Gallimand,1957).

49.

Jacques S'tephen Alexis, Compére General Soleil (Paris: Gallimand,1955).
~ A} . -
’ ~
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are concerned entirely with'earning enough money to eat. The arrival of
each ship could mean a chnnce to earn a small® sum as a longshoreman, or
to dive for small change in the case of a passenger liner . His characters

see a way to lighten their misery through the establishment of unidns.:

‘.

« But these are crushed by the businesses with the coopera;ibn of governmeng

forces. We also see the advérsity of the black lawyer who,is forced

-
to drive a truck for £ living because he- cannot compeg; with the mulatto
~ L 4
elite for clients. At the novel's end, the h!ro and bn‘yffe £ grom
[
the cane fields of the Dominican Republic with the g;rooQVf 'ﬁill‘

in pursuit. This period (1937) marks the Trujillo progTam of slaugn;ertng
. - ' ! o v
“all Hailian cane cutters in the Dominican Republfc.. ~ : -

-~

This brief review of literary tpemes has not,done justice to all ¢

- .

ndvelists nor éven attempted to cover the many Haitian poets and their

N ¥ ® : - . o .
orks.sq However, the readér will note the'shift in Yditerary theme .

-

fron Freqch romfticism to Haitian sotial commenc. It will also\be
. by

» ~
clear r.hat Alrican folklaresdfid, .'voodoo were’ no longer r.abu ‘!ubjects,
e

but had become the objezg !?Fserious ethnologigzl studies. Intelleccuals
were at last openly emphasizing the Republic s debt to Africa and the ’
influence of its custong’and beliefs upon the life)Lf Haiti.

. These literary and ethnological writings had a reinforcing effect N
on the political protest 3ovements, whose main unifying theme was. /:D
still the desireJto end the occupation. vHowever: there:eperged a

e

definite split in the'nationg}ist movement afte§,1934. I eology/ﬁ;s

>0. The reader is referred to G.R. Couthard's Race and Colquv~ig_& .
Caribbean Literature (London: Oxford University Press, 1962), for E T
review of the new trend in Haitian poetr\ . i vt e

o - :
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"at the basis of the schism. In 1929, a group known as the Trois D's

began ﬁo meet. Its leaders were Louils Diaquoi, Lorimer Denis, and
Fransois DuValier: The crucial difference between these men and the
intellectuals of the literary movement was the non-elite beckground of
_ ’

the former.51 They wére part of the embryonic but emerging middle class,
and they éh&tinued to explore. the folklore symboiism associated with
voodoo and ‘tts significance for all of Haiti. Thé group was reoréqnized
by Dia&uoi in 1932 with Denis and Duvalier as foufiding members; it also
attracted the two poets Carl Brouard and Clemeﬁt Magloire';nd the

-
socid-political critics Kléber Georges-Jacob and Arthur Bonhomme. The

movement called itself les griots.52 In their learned journal, La Revue

Scientifique et Litteraire d'Haiti, they begaﬁ an investigation into the

~ o - -
social, psychological, and cultural peculia‘ities of Haitians, examining

first the African Civilization. Duvalier's article "L'Essentielle de la
Doctrine des Griots" best describes the essential points of éﬁ; “Griots

doctrine” and of the group's methodology. He writes: : ’

Since the dogma of racial inferiority is attached to.one
of the composite ethnic groups of Haiti (the blacks), we
have examined history, anthropology, ethnography to place
the facts of the problem on a scientific base - . . . The
historical study of the colonial milieu has permitted us
to study the evolution of the African eleme in its new
human and physical environment.... We must ke a bio-
psychological approach in order to develop a tional
doctrine which would speed ¥g the fusion necel.d‘§ to
devélop the Haitian genius.

b

-

S1. David Nicholls, "Ideology and Political Protest in Haitt,/&930—46,"

Journal 'of Qontemporary History, 9, No. 4. (Pebrary,1974),p.5.

. 52'“The group took its name from a Q;;dicional African institution.
The Griot is the poet, the Storyteller, the Magician ‘&¥ the Tribe, who
perpetuates tribal customs and beliefs. .1bid., p. 5. :

) ' .
. >3 Frangois Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles: Y Elements d'une doctrine; -

~ (Port-au-Prince: Presees Nationales d'Haiti, 1968), p. 40. My translatiom.

Sy ~ o



Their position, then, was similar to the né&ritude !ﬂeylogy being
~developad in Paris in the 1930's by the interaction of.iredch-npeaking'
African and West Indian students. It can frobably be itgued that these
Haitians IOOk;d upon the U.S. Occupation as constituting~a'?olon1a1
episode similar to that experienced by Africans. Hence the Griots
movement is somewhat comparable to the Eégritude protest so far as there.

existed the same emphasis on Africa, the same rejection of European

values and the same belief in the existence of a §pecifically African

Al

- psvchology, which iqtérﬁrets thé~wor1d in a yny'different from the
European. The Griot 1is ghardcteflsticalli distinct. from negritude, ,

however, .in that it takes an anti-mulatto position apd_acceﬁts a

\ . s
. ) .
black interpretation of hi as outlined by Duvalier and Denis. Furthermore,
-, [ .
thcti/ig/a\§:::i::‘1mporta aced upon the biological foandation of
ractalt dif feren ion. Thesg differences have led one author to.

-
brand the Griot mb‘kment as oirisme.sa A more complete analysis

of the noiriszc pMlosophy, *s exemplified in Francois Duvalier's

[ 3

writfngs, will be made in the next chapter. ¢

There developed a conflict between the "bourgeois' . cultural
LY
nationglists and the noiristes. The issue was that discussed in Chapter

Two; the nationalists opposed Africanism on the basis that it destroyed’

» : b

national unity by emphasizing race above nation.s5 The riationalists .

concurred with the noiristes' call to end cultural parasitism, and with

4. ,
> L. Kesteloot, Les ecrivains noirs de langue francais: naissance

d'une litterature, as quoted in Nicholls, "Ideglogy and Political Protest,”
Pe. 5. ’ s . ‘

35¢ Ibidi, m. 9.
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the noiti.te_reli_ance’ on the peaa-neT

and his folklore for literary
inspiration. Buﬁ fhe nationfliit. veheni;tly oﬁpooed the noiriaste political
ideology which placed responsibility for the 1915 Occupation upon the

deép qplor diviiionatwithin Haitian society. -The'noiriotes;udvocatgd,
consequently, that the ﬁzver Qe removed from the mulatto elite and placed

in the hands of an authentic black leader having the support of the

masses. In contrast, the nationalists denied the conclusion thgt all

Haiti's problems centered on the importancé of the color ques;ioh in.

the history bf the Republic, and mintaint as they had long done, that

‘political power should be in the hande of the most knowledgeable sectlon

»

. "

-

e n&iox\- which meant mulatto hands. This ideological struggle

became the lel(ing LQ‘t following the 1929 student strikes which marked
.

the and of the Occupaty)n,bd the return of corrupt mulatto rule. P
The cultural nationalist':, or "the yoﬂ ‘rurks, scions of wealthy
Sourgeois families, educated abroad,ar\#untr__fai with rxist theories.”
organized the political lttikes which. brought about :‘séllapsﬂof the
occupatidn.‘ Termination of the Occupation. also ended the guperficial

ideological unity of the ttaditioﬁa,lly disparate Haitian groups. While
Y

N

most of the nationalists “"guccumbed to the‘h.xre of the plush jobs
in the corrupt and authoritarian mulatto government of Stenio Vincent
K

(1930-1941) the noiri-:es,"to whom the demcratizing effect of the

~ American Occupation upon education had giv&n fteer access to higher.

learning and the liberal professions" ,58,‘ continued studying, discussing

\ * » .
36. Courlander. and Bastien, Religion and P'o_l_i tics in Haiti, p. 54.
- 57. . - ‘.

Ib;d. , & - <

Ibid.
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and writing about folk tradition. It was not untg 1941-42 that the

JQint‘c_ampaign of the Chutth and the nulntto—conttolled ;ovemcnt

¢,

against voodoo ‘brought the Noiriste and the Bourgeoin Nationalist ’
—————— ’ .

.
ldeologies .to an open clash.
The occupation continued w?thout any violent incidents in the
1920's. The.Americans continua their pragmatic program with its -

emphasis on .such mter&listﬁ: projects as roads, bridges, airports,

irrigation projec,ts, wharves, $chools, and hospitalq.

3

and economic decisﬂ*—mktng prqcess temained und

with the'use ‘clieg-prelidents and educated mu

‘There was absolutely no effort roaden the po cal base to

give Haitians positions of r The student strikes

demonstrated ihe young Haitisns p‘roval of government plans tso'
- Y . .

"u:bthe number of scholarshipl, and acted as the catalyst to long

2 , e

suppressed Haitian' frustrations. The strike quickly spread to other

.gectors of the society.. The U.S. State De ment, at the time .

pg
-pursuing Good Neighbor Policy, nctéd ‘fa tablv to the demnds of the
strikers nd quickly made plans to end the occupation and turn the government

over to the Haitians. The mulatto Stc’nio Vincenf ‘(1930—1941), the N

cliw-puﬂent at the time of the strikcs, took'office officially from
<%

the U.S. in 1934. A re:renchnent ‘of the privileid slite followed, }mt/

&,

Vincent made no attempt to broaden the power structure. ‘Rotberg writes

that'the political base .#s, if anything narrowed. Sectional and class
9

4

- -

distinctions wc*-ore rigid, and the iupc;rtance of color. vas re-emphasized.”

»

59. potberg, Politics of Squaler,,p. 167. . , ‘ .

59



In 1935, Vincent used the referendquto acquire consent for the transfer

of euthority over all econonic matters from the legiulcture to the -‘ s
executive, He foXlowed thia by the removal of eleven henltﬁwu. including

ahis 1934'opponent Jean Price-Mars. Then he personally t-ilg;eq the .

constivution eo that "the president became the 'personification of the

- K4 .
nation' with powers to dissolve the legisldture at will, to reorganieé

the ranks of the judiciary. to appoing-ten of the twenty-two senators
(Jtd o suggest the other eleve s to the Chn-bir of Deputies),"60
The judiciary and the legialoture vere to act in a-servant capacity to

the executive and not as a check on its powers. The president was also

permitted ta pass legally-binding decrees

.i}ng.the Assembly's recess.

LN

e Constitution also extended Vincent's

- date (due po expire in 1936)

by a futther five years. He justified th:!g acq;ong by referring to his

pannmount role in liberating Haiti from the U.S. Rodman cgmnents: "Vincent
N,

celling himself Haiti's'second liberator » benefited an e elite caste
' »
aeemed firmly in the eaddle for the fd&eeeable futuxe.

incent ui:i//
9 N
censorship,<,!bitrary arrest, and indeﬁinite detention without trial
N

to enforce his rule. Vincent's narrow end exclusive!'rule reinforced
the views of Duvalier and ther Griots .that the tuling uiu.l”toes were
parasitic and self-intereqted. Vincent was aware of the Grﬂgt'noqition,

and he expreesed his contempt for their intellectual writings
-y
Their headquarters was in Paris. But which of them would
\\ have dreamed of travelling around the Soudan or the Congo
to come into close contact with the soul of our-ancient
- ancestors, the Mandingos 6r the Banilus? D6 you know of
. . >

1Y
Ibid., p- 154.. ' L.
61, - )

. nodun. The Blgek ugu_bigc. p 26: ' ‘i'
. - ’ . v‘ v

e

60.

.
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‘. ua,
a linglc’gnc who has made this pilgrimmage? I don't.
What 1 do know is that they prefer the Boulevard des

. Italiens to the svamps of6§.hr-e1 Gazek or the
mountains of X{lYmanjaro. .

Vincent, likc many of the ‘elite mulatto clal.“\d not. tnke the -ovcncnt

’ w ef
seriously; thhy sav 1t nerely as the 1nte11¢ctu¢i p‘sttnc of an unrealistic

group who seemed to vant all Haibians “to return to Africa. Vincent

reluctantly Jleft office_ in 19‘.1 urder U.S. dqu&ane presaure. - The
;»refu-nl to unction Vincent for a third term ude way for the pruidont s
‘§‘nd&a*‘k.d mufatto successor, Elie Lescot (1941-46).

: Lescot cohtinued the pattern of rule reintroduced by his

predecessor Vincent. He disregnrded denocratic prodai;cs andl with
y - TN - aw Lagal
other mulattoes in high pos;;ions. exploited the presidential office

»

for personal financial gain. ‘.he governmcntal policies concerning
voodoo and the peasants' land brought an end to nulltto rule (except
for the brief eix-yedt teniure, 1950-56, of self ltyled caudillo

Colonel P. Magloire and the ultimate victory of black power. Jhe

r

‘background of these two events must be considered in the light of the

emergence of a new bl.ck midd}e class, wnich ‘won a decisive political

. ’

) viccory 1n 1946 when the educated black Dumarsafis Escime assuned power.

u o

> The Catholic church which vas dominated by foreigners condtted the

canmpaign a;cinst voodoo with support from tire state in 1941-422 * It

was tlie first time in H@itian,hiqtory“th;t an Haitian president had given
: . . .

ez N ' . ' -

- 3 sténio. Vinccnt. En Po.ant les Jahans (Port-au—?rince. lmprimerie’
de Compiegne, 1939), pp. 153~4, ag quoted in'G. R. Coulthard, "Re-enrch
Comslentary: Negritude -- Reality ahd Mystification,” Caribbean Studies,

X, No. l(Fcbrulry.1955). p. 44. .

63." Rotberg, Politics of Squnlor, pp.'l66-169
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complete cooperation to Catholicisa against voodoo.i President lescot stated:

Q\\\ . We, Elie Lescot, President of the Republic, poruon‘lly

recommend to the protection of the civil and ailitary
authorities of the Republic, the Revd. PFather Carl
Edward Peters, Missionary of the Company of Mary, and
we entirely approve the aission which the Revd P‘athcr 64-

Feters has undertaken to cosbat fetishism gpd supbrstition...
The c'lcrgy'- methods involved the confiscatdon ‘of ritual p-rnphctnilh.
the destruction of cult ccnteri, subjection of the cult leaders to

intimidation and ridicule, and the forced renoum;_ilti‘n of their faith

q'vars.,“ Nationalist writers joined with the Griot

’ [ '
group, Roumg$s ‘ancf,'the ethnologists to vehemently atcack this outrage
against thqw\ﬂture. For‘*the black intellectuals, the church'ﬁ

. s, - .

by wqod

-

',, ’b‘t.ﬁp."ﬂ \_reo'doo vlﬁ,n L'gttq-pt bv a foreign-dominated body“ to eradicate
, re0goo0 ¥ "

PR _.&116‘11.. 5_.““1:1011;."

L

a ttaditiq{\'-

'\ch bound the Haitian masses. The blacks believed that

the clergy" Ay latto elite had engineered the joint venture “to

\méqrﬂ-ns ih”Aflricun elemgnts of Haitian culture, replacing them by
' PO

67 The foreign clergy had beé‘ﬁ attempting to
A - . - o '
t French tradition since the signing of tha Cgécordat in 1860, and

they had had at laast one 'effective,toof for the purpose, in their

'

control of the educational q'yltem.68

Y
XY T
[ b

‘ N . .
64. C! Peters, Lumiere sur le hunfont (Port-au-Prince, 1941), p. 4,

as quoted in" gid’nil;hoﬁs, "Ideology and Political Protest', Ry d2.
-~ es. '

66. By 1924, sixty-four years aftér the signing of the Concordat,
there were only five Haitian priests working 1in the Republic, out of a
total of nearly two hundred priests. By 1957, still less than one-
quarter of the priests working in Haiti were nationals! and all five
dipcesan bishops were foreigners (Mmjor Rémy Augustin, & Haitian was an
auxillisry bishop), David Nicholls, "Politics and Religion 1in Haiti,"

Canadian Journal of Political Science,. 3(September, 1970), p. 403.
67 1hia., . w05, | S

68. Duvalier and Denis, "Ensignment de 1l'Histoire", pp. 103-119 in

Osuvres essentielles, Vol. 1. .

Courlander and Bastien, Religion and Politics in Haiti, pp- 64-65.

\
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. )
Bastien maintains that in earlier years the French J;urchncn

were, in fact, assigned the secret mission of "creating a cMmate of
opinion favorable to & voluntary sssociation of Haiti with France."69

The tactic used to achieve this ;olitical goal was to_conccntrgto on the
education of tﬁe upper class, to indoctrinate Haitian students with

" grnnd,d: of ?r;@:i"_and to exﬁboe them "to 1n-1nuntions.nhoug the
bnckwt;ane.- of thcir‘counc:y and its incapacity for uelf—ryle."70

The scheme was discontinued oque the in the 1899'-; ydi’the foreign clergy,
cohuotvntive in chnracier71, continued an informal relationship with the
elite whose té.dition- tended to set it apart from fhe black peasantry.

. The clergy even maintained the elitist point‘pf view on the "fo;klorique"
movement and'mofe than one priest spoke publically against its African
empha?is. Duva}icr onqgge criticized such a sermon; saying of the

| clergy that 'not being content to delay the woral unification of the.

nation by poor-quality instruction, not content to attack our principal

cultural institutions, our traditions,they still extoll the maintenance..
. . .
-

.

of our rural masses in their state of Lgnorance."72

fhe anti-superstition campaign was interpreted by the black

A

1nte11gctunls-as another colonial war. Nicholls quotes Roumain and Petit:

1f the American is the adversary of our material
independence,''cried Jacques Roumain and Georges Petit,
“ehe wvhite French clergy is the adversary of our spiritusal
independence, and one. of the means of bringing us under
the colonial yoke." The Republic of Hgiti has known

69. ~ourlander and Bastien, Religion and Politics in Haiti, p. 45.
70. '

Ibid.

n. Most of the clergy were from Breton, a very conservative
. province in France. -

. 72- 1'evenir du piyn et 1'gction Nefaste de M. Tosset" (1948),
pp. 407-408 as quoted in Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 166,




«
three wars, declared Gerard Goyot: the war against
the French colonialists, the war against the Americans
("les colons en kaki"), and finally the was3...1n.t
"les colons breton ou colons en soutanes” . ©
CN, 9
The issue became more explosive by virtue of Ahe fact that it coincided

approximately with th’ S.M.A.D.A-U.S5. controlled land specilation.

President Lescot a?cepfea the U.S. offer to develop rubb;r productioﬁ

for the Haitian governmamt, which expropriated 200,000 acres for S.H.A.D.A. "
by brutally expelling peasant squ;iters from land which thev had

cultivated 1in the past and froﬁ which they gained their entire
livelihood.“ Fruit trees and cultivated plots were destroyed to make ‘
way fq;)ghe wild shrub whiip was reputed (1ncorrect1§, i{t turned out)
to givewlatex. This cqinciaence of events forced the Government to end
‘the extreme anti-voodoo activities of the clergy. Shﬂts fired io the

oyt

Catholic chspel of Delmas duriﬂg celebration of Sunday mass in February

1942 dfamatically terminated the campaigh. It was d earlter

.

that the .anti-voodoo campdign occurred.lk a point whea the social structure

A

of the country was rapidly chlnging;?fﬁith this fact in mind, the

e R 2

Campaign must b; understood as a dedp;rate attempt by the Francophile
mulatto elite to preserve its hegemony in the cultugal field, under the
tﬁteat of an.expanding vorking class and a peasant movement mobilized by
black middle class intellectuals like Dugal;er. The failune of the

campaign demonstrated the potential power of the opposition, and was an
- A

73. Nicholls, "Religion and Politics in Haiti," p. 403.

ot
74. Gingras, Carlbbgan Cyclone, P. 75.



{ndication of the imminent bourgeois nationalist def;at in 1946 at the
hands of the new black middle ¢lass.

There has been mush debate conccrnigg the precise po{nt at which
this new middle class emerged from an embryonic state intolrhtecognlzlble
social stratum. James G. Leyburn dismissed the middle class as a poi.ible
power-céntender, a}}pwing it just one paragrabh in his social history;
"for the present aﬁd the near future it £a safe to say there will be no
more blacg n4b—e11te prelidbntl.f75 Two U.S. sociologists, John Lobb
and George E. Simpson, concurred with Leybﬁrn's assumption. Lobb did
admit that a middle class would eventually emerge'"with the broadening
of educationdl'opp;rtunitigs". for "it may be anticipated that theA
culfurnl barrier will be lowered, and from the merging of the Elite
'fringe' and the upper ;tratum !slig tpere will Qevelop the necessary
middle cllss."76 “Simpson's doé{hl analysis is somewhat more trenchant
than Lgybﬁrn'u orlLobb'a since he at ieaat acknowledges the existence of
a middle class. However, he di-misies this social stratum as a "diminstive
middle . . . con;idérablf -u;llcr than the elite . . . relatively \

W77

unimportant in the life of the ‘nation.’ Price~-Mars' criticism of Leyburs,

that he failed to recognize this new class, La Générati!“\gg’19é3,

may also be applied to Lobb and Simpson: "it is incontestible that

*
L4

-—

75f Leyburn, The Haitian People, p. 101.

’6. John Lobb, "Caste and Class in Haiti,' American Journal of
Sociology, 46 (July, 1940), p. 30, emphasis in the original. ‘ N

7. Georfe E. Simpson, "Haiti's Social Structure,' American
Sociological Review, 6 (October,1941), p. 642. '
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this class exists in respectable numbers."78 While the middle class

may have been unrecognizable to most U.S. writers, it did in fact

exist, and was recognized by the more perceptive social commentators.

As examples, Roland Wingfield and Hernerel. Parenton79 have made
some insightful observations on the characteristics and attitudes which ‘
set this class apart from the mulatto elite and the peasant masses. )

: [4
Reviewing these distinctions will help us to understand the character of ;!

4
-
Duvalier and other intellectuals, as well as their mogives for seeking '

‘\* “

power. )
The new black middle class, unlike the well-established mulatto,

la’ckcd traditions and values .which wodld unite 1its members. Their ¢

p‘ossessi'on of an education, mastery of French, non-manual occupation and

wmoderate 1nc~ allowing a style 8f 11fe above that of the masses,

all suggest thng the class had more in common with the upper elite

than with the masses. Yet the realization that "many of this upper

» “

echelon are 'light-lkinned' and can trace their heritage back to
~a

8
the Affrknchil in thé colonial era aharply sets the two 'classes _apart." 0(‘_)

These two differences tended to influence the hlack class deeply for it

wvas as a ‘group socially insecure, self-conscious, sensitive and

-

suspicious. It also exhibited a latent inferiority complex in face of

the mulatto bourgeoisie, resenting them and accusing them of a codor

18. J. Pricc-Hnrs.«De 1- rehistoire d'Afrique & 1l'histoire 'd'Haiti

(Por(-cu-Ptinco. Imprimerie de Comwpiegne, 1962), p. 210, as quoted in
David Nicholls, "Ideology and Politie.l Pro:oot." p.25.

’

,'.'-4 » 7‘\ Roland Wingfield and Vct:pon ,J2.Parenton, ''Class Structuu and
fouflict in Haitian Socfety, *g;&l ’61‘CII. 52, (March, 1965). pP. 338-ln

' ~Bo. Duvalier lﬂd Deni;. Pfoblm dco Classes, p. 96.

P N
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discrimination which the middle class olbjln the sole factor éreventlng it

&

from enjoying elite status. For the bla fpiédle class, thcé, family
prestige and color came to .play a -ecoﬁhi?;‘role. while the securing of
material wenlth,lin order to acquire status was of paramount concern.
: ‘9

Since the governmént had traditionally acted as !ﬁe largest eﬁployer.
'politics became more important for fhis black class ip the 1940's and the
Noiriste writings more sighificant ipsofar as they formed an ideological
hasis On‘which the middle clna--might~formu!;te a picture of the past
and a design for future political and social action. 1t will be seen in
the next chapter that Duvalier and Denis specifically outlined and
justified the need for an"authentic black' leader who would exercise
control over the Republic in league with the blatk intellectuals for

'
the welfare of the masses. President D. Estime became that leader in

1946, and Duvalier in 1957. The movement's supporters were black,

educated, anti-mulatto, and very nationalistic.



CHAPTER 1V

Duvalier viewed the mulatto rejection of African values tor

(2]

Gallo-Latin ones as a tragedy. He set out his writings to justifw

and create a 'philosophv of the Haitian man','" to "modifyv Haitian

character” so that it would reflect a true "collective psvche'. He

believed that his analvsis was accurate since he "placed the tacts

ot the probler on a gceientitic base.'

"

e terr science' as used here seems to larvely reflect the
theertes of Comte and Durkhelrn. Auguste Comte had arpued that "tin
Selence Oof Gociety was the necessarvy basis for the realistic art o

pelitics. Acadermics of the first two decades ot the twentiett,

century maintained and claborated tomte's view that ran "must recognize
his own responsibility for tne re-making of his own societv and for

Lo . T . .

his own destinv, Emile Durkheim was a follower of Comte who apreed
that a social svstem was in "equilibriur’ or "dis-cquilibrium' depending
upon its adaptation to its environment. Durkheim emphasized rhe search

tor tile culture's "social tactw" as a prerequisite to fultilling the

soclial needs of the particular societv. The "needs" reterred to hers

wele those soclal phenomena whicn pring "narmony’, "tunctional intepration'
"social solidarity and equilibriur’ to o social organisr. . statesman':
[ 4

e

politicer tctivity should consist of maintaining "the normal state, i

Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. 1, 1. 40

Auguste Comte, "Plan of the Scientific Uperations Necessary for
keorvanizing society,” Mav,* 1822, as quoted in Ronald Fletcher, The Crisis
of Industrial Civilization: The karlv Essavs ot Auguste Comte (London:
Heilnemann Educational Book- Ltd, 1974), p. 1737,

BN .
Ibiv., v. 13

»



it is threatened, of re-establishing it, and of rediscoveging its
/

o . : 4 . .
conditions if thev have changed." Durkheim described the role ot 4.
cond ens 11 they ranged
Statesman as similar to that of a phvsician; his duties are "not to

push his societv toward an ideal which seems attractive to him," but

<y

rather to "prevent the outbreak of illness by good hvgiene.'" Hence
the politician, to tormilate wise policyv, must have detadled knowledge
N . . . . . .
toeomprenension of the "social facts" and their interconnect iomn.

Selence wan the basis tor prudent prediction and guidance 1n hi:

rolitical action. This "knowledpe tor action" was achieved throusi,
“solentitic procedure and accurace of method pained bv careful

observation, description, gonoraliéﬁtinn, classitication and comparison

\

et the social phenomena using the hvt}nnuvh»vivs of all tne social

SCl€ioenm. Durkbeim acknowledged the possible é;bd to o outside the
- b3
society to discover the model or organization for a particular institution.

Thus the metrod in suc: cases is historical and comparative. For an
historical decount wili-explain how a soctal fact has come to ke, in
terms of antecedent social facts. ltielr emphasis on historicism

cddpests tndt these dutnors place neave derendence on building o concentual
9 .

scheme tnreugh the use of a1 evolut jonary perspective, t.volutionary

studles could give valuavle Insight 1nte the orliyins ! instiltullon:.
V. '

As Ronald Fletcher wrote, the term evolution was used tor- tonurpose

of ddentifvin, the "pasic bio-psvcholopical and associat il element:.

.

Emile Durkheim, The Kules'of Sociological Metnod, ed. bv G.L.C.
vatlin, trans. bv S. Solorav and J. Mueller (New York: Tne rree lress,

1935), v. 795, emphasis addec.

Inid.
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which were (alwavs and evervwhere) the primary causes involved in , R}

(o)
institutionalization". It was what Durkheim called "soctial

solidarity", while Comte labelled it "consensus'.
This notion that each society or civilization possessed a unique
character was not founded on différences of origin as Gobineau suggested

- . .
but rather on differences of development. Durkheim in his social

writings stressed the creativitv of group or social psvchic forces. He

gave special consideration to socio-psvchological processes and their
mportancee 1n an associational science of societv (social psvchology),

e,
For the associational processes are psvchologicallv creative-and engender

cellective elements of human experience and -behaviour which go into the

ver. vreation of individuals and which cannot be saild to have existed
A ]
~
in individual minds before the association took place. Possiblv

bDurkheim carried his notion of <collective representations too far bv

insisting that thev are quite independent of the individual (i.e. cause

and effect interdependencies). In brief, it was one of Durkheim's

rules for tracing the culture's historical''facts" that one searched
Q
"in the internal constitution of the social group" for the beginnings

of any crucial social processes. Durkheim believed that identifving

1

these social "facts'" and discoveriny tneir functiona: significance tc

the societv would produce causal laws pertainin. t¢ tne soclets . - -

&

‘ \

Ronald Fletcher, The Making of Sociologv:=A Studv of Sociological
Theory, Vol. II (London: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1671), p. 795, emphasis

sneory , , ;
added. - -

7. . -

Talcott Parsons, "Emile Durkheic', International Encvclopedia of
the Socjal Sciences, Vol. 4, pp. 311-310C. T

Fletcher, Sociology, p. 377.

burkheir., Rules, p. 113.

7

10
I forris Glnsberg, "The Outlook of Sociology at the Eepinning o

the The\gleth Century"” in his book Evolution and Progress, Vol. II:

(loronto: William Heinemann Ltd., 1961), p. 167. .
'




These laws would command the same rCSpecg-as do laws in the natural

sC I’GICOS .

The theories of Comte. and Durkheim will give the reader a

greater appreciation of Duvalier's "scientific' analysis; his methodology

and éssumptionq are without doubt influenced by these two sociologists.

Three others, to be noted later in the discussion, had a particularly
. -

important impact on Duvalier's thoughts - Leo Frobenius, Georges Montandon (/
and Alexandre Bbaschmakoff.

In- his introduction to Veuvres essentielles, Duvalier attem?ted to

O

torestall the criticism that his method was "amti-scientific''. For

Inivalier argued that a scientific aporoach”meant that one searched for
answers to a nation's political and social problems bv examining onlv

phenomena within or related to the culture in questjon. He defined

) o . 11 s .
culture as 'a particular form qf <ivilization'. Civilization was,

in turn, defined as "a svnthesis of human creatiens and acquisitions

o . 1z . 1 )
both on the spiritual and material plane.” Duvalier viewed civilization
from an evelutionary perspective: "of people's stages of progress.

13

Consequentiy culture will be inferior, averayc, and superior."
Superior cul:ture was defined in terms of "tne highest level which

collectivities (cothnunities) can attain 1in tne fielc ol spxrltual matters.

. 3

-

1. Duvaliér, Oeuvres essentielles, p. 71.

12 Ibid., p. 72.

5 e, ) ~

I ibic. ' .




“Thus bDuvalier did not sustain the netion that culture was "unilateral',

>

On the contrary he saw each societv as autonomoos and original since
L,

.

- _
it was characterized by different traditions and cubtoms. He wrbtesthat

//// "Modern humanism, while acknowledgin%\the innate unity of human nature,

15

should place equal emphasis upon original particularisms." Duvalier

posited thatya pluralitv of psvchologies logicallv followed this acceptance

- -

ot a scienri‘ic humanist position, meaning that he felt each cultuyre had
a particular psvchology which developed over time. The culture should

develop on its own without incorporating aspects of foreign culrures,

. s’
«e.g., in the Haftian case, French culture. A necessarv condition for
. <

this development to take place in Haiti was the emergence of an

. .
"authentic” black leader. This condept had significant consequences
for Duvalier's new Haitian man. "No longer will there be . . . one

unique civilization [French] which 1s opposed the barbaroushess and

. wlt
savergv o1 a backward population [Haitian}. ’ He argued, then, that

those individuals who support the forgﬁr position, a unilinear approach

to culture, and who judge their values as barbarous and superstitious

are on the peripherv of true humanism.
buvalier insisted that the Catholic Chugch was one group whicth
-

. wronglv supported a universal or classicalsfiumanism which emphasized

<

the seventepnth and eighteenth-®ntury Captesian notion of reason

~

(the sy esis of the experience of t species through time). The

clerics denied such segregated factors\as race, environment, and histéry. L)

2\ 1o, ibid., p. 121. (by ”particulari‘ buvalier was refefring to
aspects of a particular culture that were unique to it and cofild only

be altered over a long period of time.)

16. Ibid. .

- (

/ -
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. They sustained, instead, the notion that development of every ethnic
(
group, and of hq?anity itself, passed from the stone age to the age

of eteam and electricity and to the atomic age of todav. Further

, discussion of Duvalier's basis for this concept will be outlined

¢
later when Leo Frobenius ig discussed.

tcceptance of this d;finition_of scientific humanism guite
lopically led Duvalier to argue that {t was wronp for a nation to look
outside itself for a solution. He warned of the dangers in accepting
gencral explanations that do not relate ¢losgelv to the people's character
(§373§3£91155}. »Ihis is whv as well it is just as anti—srientifir‘-
to coﬁfer as we please such and such a~orm of government on a human

W7 o , ) .
proup. The forwm pof government must ""evolve }tself and is closelv

. - . 8
related to the degree of the people's character.'1 He sugpested that

Haiti's history exemplifies what can happen when a people dpes not
'follow the spiritual ideas of the community::
.xhother centurv of instabdlity has marked our evolutiom
to lead to the failure of the 1915 period, in the course of
which we diverged from the path of our TSStiny to play
the role of a civilization not Our own.
There was a need, then, to investigate the countrv's historv to uncoier
the causes for the republic's instabilityv, a soclal weakness which had

provoked doubt and scepticism among 2 larpe number of Haitians.

17 Ibid., p. 53. o, '
18. Ibid.
14

Ibid., n. 52.
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buvalier, with his colleapgue lorimer Denis, set out.to prove

.
that the nation’s character (mentalite: community or group senti{ment,

[}

thou‘hts and a{tions) was African and not Gallo-Latin, and to propose

the adoption of African morals and traditions. His historic/ethnologic 0

¥ 20
methad of research involved a comparative examination of African

cultures to locate and extract supposed '"survivals' in the customs of
* »

Haiti, and the fitting of these arbitrarilv into "stage’ sequences

leading back to origins. Duvalier and Denis commented on their approach that

it was necessary for us to make historical science f
the basic element™f our investigations. The Haitian
man has thus been placed back in his original cvcles 0y
of civilization [sic experienced bv him at given times.”

-

Thev occupied themselves with pre-history, then,

in order to understand better the past and grasp at —
the same time our mental structure, our fundamental
"1, all steps leading us to the development of the
philosophy of the Haitian man. " .

Their analvsis relied heavily on Jean Pr#e-Mars: Ainsi parla !'oncle

. 23
and Georges Hardyv's Vue Gen€rale de 1'histoire de 1'Afrigue. Duvadier

and Denis sided with Price-Mars in deriding the Haitian elite's attempt

all?

to claim descendency from the Indian. '"Evervone wants to belieV

*

Afriqpn'slaves and their descendents were killed on the piantat

the blacy

24
or disappeared.’’ The authors insisted that vou cannot eras

x ..

20 . . .
Frangois Duvalier and Lorimer Denis, 'La Civl ion haitienne:
notre mentalite est-elle Africaine ou Gallo-Latin?" Revue de la Societe’
d'Histoire et de Geographie d'Haifi, VII (May,1936), pp. 1-31:

21.

Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. 1, pp. 52-53.
22. v
Ibid.,. p. 135.
23 . . ' )
Georges Hardy, Vue Generale de 1'histoire de 1'Afrique (Paris:
A. Colin, 1948), 5 ed.

24

Duvaliereand Demnis, '"Notre mentalite," p. 4.



AN

race in one or two generations. Hardv's remarks are given as evidence
for their position. Hardy, in his historical analysis of French
colonial Africa, had criticized France's'policv of educating negroes
to administer the metropole's policies. He claimed that
the negro educated in France does not hawe the
+ ideals for the evolution of his race. Their behaviour
ifs false modernisms and their rejection of tradigion

is more apparent than real and alwavs temporarv.’

Hardv condyaﬁed that one can change lanpuage, dress, and mabits, but that

‘one generatién cannbt eradicate what centuries istorv have
. 3
imprinted. The veneéT of Europeanization, for Har " "simplv an g
26 . -
artificialitv. Hardv referred to the''positive and national” British ‘
colonial policv. Britain, unlike France, did not assume itself to be
/

the "apostle of law and justice' in the world. This difference in

* thinking,according to Hardy, was evident from the British institutionalizati

-
of a colonial policv which took inta account the African's past culture
and the socio-ethnic climate. 1In conclusion, then, Duvalier and Denis

supported Hardv's argument that the Haitians must cease their white
|% g
*

pretence, and begin to consider seriouslv their African heritagpe.
. -

Duvalier, in his article "Ouestion d'Anthro-Sociologie: Le

27 .
IDeterminismv Racial", further elaborated the argument that the origins

of cultural and social differences among the races were biologicallv

1}

25. .
Fgggég slﬂuvalier and LorMhper Denis, ''La Civilisation de !'Afrique

noire et le Probleme haitien,” Revué\ de la Société d'Hsitoire et de
Géqg;qphie d'Haiti, VII (January—Apr;l‘l936), p. 35.

26. Ibid., p. 36. /

“27. Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. I, pp. 91-97.



determined.

» \

its psychology, which in turn determines its'collective personality'.

In his own

words:

He insisted that the biologv of a racial graup determines
N N

-2

'
Psychologists,for the*r part, are categoric: biological
heredity corresponds to psychological reality . .-

Psyct

the mixing of peoples, through thoysands of vears, Hence

ogical characteristics have been transmitted, despite

psvvhnlogicqé determinism, conditioned either by hereditv
or historvy,” ' )

Thus Duvalier mnaintained that a genetic causalitv rather "than an.

>hv1rnhmvntal one must be applied to interpretation of the differences

between

~

races .

Atter setting out this oxplanafion and showing the Haitian mentalite

to be African, ne asked his readers,

tow they can we explain the actions of a certain section
of our group which, in the face of the accomplishments of
science, persists in the negative attitude of believing

that

the Haitian people is an absolute starting point?

Others influenced by letters contend, déspite all logic,
to be operating a process of selectjgn in their heredity,
bv adopting the Gallo-Latin element” .

The ”Corkain group' referred to was undoubtedlv the mulatto elite.

Duvalier reinforced his biological argument by taking wholesale

sections from several social scientists who had addr‘gsed,themselves to

the question of

racial determinism. The remarks of these writers: must

. ; ?
&v reviewed so that the reader mav have a better aporeciation of

buvalier's

their theorv or

intellectual background; for Duvalier did not explicitly cite

its proofs, he merelv incorporated their theorv into his own.

» )




Amony those writers he incorporates, Jacques Soustelle concluded that

-~
races were 'no more that aggregates produced by history.' Guvenat

atated it differently: "each population is the heir of generations which
3
have preceeded ft; each is the daughter of historv." ! fonttamww to

these scholars, Georges Montandon acknowledged "the existence of collective
. N { : I",“
hereditv tor larpe racial proupings . (white, vellow, black). br.

Theoris 'at oricallv stated that it was a prave hiolopical error and

.

~

a mortal amputation for a people to separate itselt frow itw past and

to forsake 1ts oripins.” And "Henrv Berr, in resuming the thesis of
Pittard (1n Les Races et 1 'Histoire) admits t he existence of biologroal
heredity but onlv in terms of evolutionarv characteristics of. the human
, . o3

beiny. He even appears to place historv as the predominant factor.
Jolivet Castellot, in F}}gu@;if@g}gﬁopﬁ}gysﬁ_fi_Egiegijflqpyﬁ, asserted
that "it is impossible for us to get rid of the authoritv of hereditv,

: : . n’BL " : :
the guardian of the future of society through time. And ''the traditional
psvchologv of Gustave LeBon has alwavs admitted the existence of hereditv

»

“in transmjtting psvchic characteristics.’ Auguste Sabatti , who

Duvalier called a "christian psvchologist', reveals himself to e even
P 4

30. Jacques Soustelle quoted in ibid., ©. Y.
31. . 0 . .
Guvenat L51cw quoted in ibid. ’
3= Georges Montandon, quoted in ibid.
33. . .
Dr. Theo¥is quoted in ibid.
3.

Jolivet Casfellot guoted in ibid., p. 93,

"i; Jolivet Castellot quoted in ibid.
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more Hositive tn hiiw reliance on psvcholopteal determintam, "the
heredity whitch the irresistable wefght of the lives of my ancestors

\
tmposes upon me, the political order which emcloses me 9 ifs rules,
y

customs which with time become second nature, historfcal tradition
and the witness of my fr-llow—m.n which {n time and place vnl‘rg(' my

persenal conscience to the limirs\f humanitv's moral expewience

’
He o conc Tudes that "no one can asolate himself from his race and his

e . .
social cradle Dr.o Rene Marttal, iy Race, Heredtty nd Folly,.

places sach a value on hictory and psveholopy that the de tnition of

race can be made onlvy throuph these factors. Moreover, psvchological

' .
characteristics are so Strong thag thev seem, despite hereditary mixing,

to be resistant to change . In his conclusion, Martial emphasizes t he

*

impoftance of historv as the Instrument which has enabled the race t.

preserve 1ts guidine or motivating concept of life.
~ 4

‘ Te ‘r"m Inde his research of historic sources Duvalier turns to

the work of Alexandre Baschmakoff, who hf'll'PV.ed‘ that a nation's "decline:

1s achieved through abandoning its language, its character, and the
,°
. . v 38
vonsclousness of its past.
.

Duvalier concluded - then, that(Haitxans must begin a search ot
their historv for the nation's collective personalitvy. He ends his

discussion in an historical-determinist manner, warning the republ:

that,'Wwithout a new orientation of our social education, with the obiject
of improving this character essentiallv colonial and of bringing ourselves

back in time to our spirituality, we risk missing our mission in history."”

e
Aupuste Sebastien quoted in ibid.
37 .
Rene Martial quoted in ibid.
3.
Alexandre Baschmakof f quoted in ibid., p. 95,
3o,

Ibid., p. 97, emphasis added.

;

1l
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o bDuvalter and Denis affirmed that accepting the predominant iy

Afrigan historical cultural herttaye instead of the callo Latin was
/

t.'lr,tumoun( to accepting the rural peasants as manifestations of the

9]
Hait {an mpn[all(._-’_l‘ e authors pointed to the elfte's unwillingness

‘.

-
to believe that the negro race was intellectuallv dvnamic, or that it

oripidal history and culture had been preserved in Hattr, or that t%

1o, 1o e bad a0 potentially ereat dest ln\'.ly.l Voodoo, 1t particualar,
e the relivion of the masses, had constantly been made an ob tect ot
sname, a4 result of the elite's teelings of infnrihrlt\."'~ The mulattoe:
viewed the religion as a4 nproduct of magt. and pross superstition. 1t

wAs barbaric, lackine anv hasis i reason, any refinement learning o1

.

»
artisti. (creative) gnergies. Duvalier attempted to refute the elite’

charactertization of the masses and voodor
buvalrer ang les Griots gained support tor thelr drp'ments with
. S 3 . .
assistance from the translated writings of a terman histrrical

ethnologist, Leo Frobenius (18731-1938). This African explorer gnd writer

- 4 -
was also greatlv admired bv lLeovpold S. Senghor, Aime Cesaire, and

) 4
ntners whoe founded the V(;S‘l’i[udt’ movemen® ditriny the 193« 1n Paris.

Sengnor prohably explained most a curateiv the enthusiasm o! the Hlack

.

ntellectuals for Probenius when ne nointed out tha: "1t wa- Frobenius
/ _ .
v - t Kl N ,'l
tuvalier and Denis., '"~otre mentalite, v, 13,
bid., p. Jt. ’ : b 4

huvalier, Ueuvres essentielles, “oli. I, . 13

Leo Frobenius, Histoire de la civilization Africaine, tran-.

hv H O Back and I'. krmont (Paris: Gallimand, 1933,. an b
Leo ¥Yrobenius, Le Destin des civiliaations, tran=. bv .‘:\."‘(.uterma'

(Far:<- sallimand, 1947,.
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el
a culture, the laws governing its course, the relationship between man
and’ culture, and the meaning and goal of historical development."

He opposed the view of linear culture, believing instead thg! cultures

A ]

aa,

were unique closed organisms possessing their own individual soul and

«“,

character. In other words, he affitmed thermotion of diverse ethnic

[

yroups characterized bv separate ""feelinps and ideas, their myths and

R ologies, their customs and their institutions.' Furthermore,
e credited to every culture as independent set of laws that determined
ite devejonrent, larvely independent of {its particu.ar members, His

se sroh tor these laws tocused his attention on a "spiritual center of

a4 culture', tror wh{«ﬂ‘itu irpulses are generated from whence all

actions »f the culture were controlled. lie nared this spiritual center

the''paideuma’) the soul oY culture, which engulfs men and provides a

direction and goal tor thier actions. '"kverv race, then, has its own
"paideuma'. That is, it» own particular capacitv for and manner of
b

being "possessed'. Frobenius was a product of the atmosphere of hi:

tie.  C(onsider the following statements from such eminent anthropol onists
dano N B Radylifte-brown and RKutn benedict. radcliffe-Brown, in hi:

- .
writing , talked about tingineg "necessary conditilons ot existence to

[
T

meel Une Lurviva, aterests o!oa soclet. 1o pertorm this task, he

Helmut Straube, "Leo Frobenius,'" Internatjonal Encvclopedia
ot Soctal Scaiences, Vol.o o Pr. 175Jw. S

’

.
.

duoted by Senypnor in Haverland, ed., lLec Frobenius, p. xi.

Cucted v o Senghor 1n ibid., p.oxi..
L (\‘
e 3 .

As o cuoted 1n Felix M. Keesinyg, Cultural Anthrono'c
solence of Custor (Toronto: Holt, reinenart and Winston, 19t 7, . 195,
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believed one was justified in looking for generalized processes
underlying historical events, In like manner, Benedict arpued ''that each

culture came to have its own chatacteristic 'purpose’, 'emotional anq ’
intellectual mainspring', ‘configuration’, 'goals' which pervade the

. . 50
behaviour and institutions of the society concerned."” Thus there is

L

a probing of culture to locate "pasic' or "focal' values which provide
control and powerful motivation for behaviour.

Frobenius, like Radcliffe-Brown and Benedict., trcated culture as
if it had an independent existence, while he regarded the individual
much as a passive material upon which culture, the active element, was
impressed. Frobenius, then, was supporting not onlv the theorv of

( N .
cultural determinism but that of cultural relagivism as well: cultural
determinism casting the individual as a passjfve element, arnd cultural
relativism claiming the individual is dependent for existence on certain
-
focal values.

Frobenius while not dismiss e scientific process, i.e. methodology,
altogether discussed the 'primary importance (¢ "intuitive reason' vis-a-vis
"scientific" reason (fact). In Historv he wrote:

More than anv other living organism, man is capable

of receiving reality . . . . Receiving realityv means

the facultv of being moved bv the essence of phenomena

- not by the facts but bv the realitv which gives rise

to them, or, in other words, by the essence of the facts.

1n Historv and other books, he compared and contrasted what he referred

.
to as the 'real' and the “"fact', the sense and the sign:

——

50. . . .
Ruth Benedict, Patterns of Culture (New York, 1934) as cuocted
in ibid., p- 158.
51, "
* As quoted bv Senghor in Haberland, ed., Leo Frobenius , p. Vviii.



) The essence of facts, that i{s their significance, which
;;:/be perceive symbolically in the tangible qual%Eies of the
things and doings which underlie these facts.’

In Civilization, he writes, that ”fn feeling, sensitivity is thought
what wg call civilization is offen the expression of the spicrit, the
language of the spirit, at least when it concerns men whose thought is
still ahd primarily intuitive.”53 He goes on to state that art finds
its inspiration in feeling or emotion. This was a radical idea %or
Frobenius' academic generation. "It is superfluous' he states #n History
“'to explain that art is the sense of life and that bv penetrating life

54

stvles we also approach this essence of these stvles." He continues,

- This means that art is primarily the perfection of
the essence of life, of that spiritual energv in the

other which causes emotion. And note that man when
moved, begins to "act', to relive the other - plant,
animal, -star (etc) -.first to dance’it, then to,sculpt

it, paint 'it, sing {t. The essence of life, I said,
which is characterized bv the intermal form and its
behaviour: its rhythm. 1t is this '"possession' of the
ego bv the Other which explains the difference in stvle
between different artists and —Sghis is what interests u:,

here - between different races.
"PaidJ;;a" is at the centre of the artist's re-creation. It is the

spirit of #he culture.56

Frobenius asserted that '"Man first lives civilization and mvth and

w7

is later capable of expressing th~r. He went on to point out that

the differq'ce is not of the mind, but between/{he understandine and the

P k|

spirit: \ ’
52.
Ouoted bv Senghor in 1bid.
53, . '
Ouoted by Senghor in ibid., p. viii.-
£ o .
Ouoted bv Senghor in ibid., p. ix.
55 ) Sl
Ouoted by Senghor in ibid.
5t
See below for more information on this concept.
57

Quoted by Senghor in ibid., p. x.



It is a question of the limitation of the faculty of

human pefcepéion, which is on the one hand intellectual

and conditioned by the senses and on the other paideumatic

. . . and conditioned by feeling. This opposition

betwéen the most important organs which unite us with life

may correspond to a fission of the world which surrounds us
into a realm of factual phenomen.and a realm of real phenomena.

‘o

In other words, myths should be perceived as both works of art and as

part of Nékritude's values.

Duvalier affirmed the impeortance of Frobenius' view of primitive
man for -Haitian culture, firstlv because the ideas are crucial while the

" ) |59. LAJ 1
Republic's culture "vet remains at a primary, inferior stage, ' Leaders",

Duvalier wfites,
must understand this scientific truth: alwavs ccrnform ali
socio-political organization or activities to the evolg&ionarv
style of the group thev have been called upon to lead.

Secondlv, the work of Frobenius allowed one to affirm and interprét the

usefulness of the voodoo religion. N -
Duvalier posited two techniques for scientific research. He stated
that the two methods were opposed to one another. One method involved

the rational observation, classification, and the systemization of facts
while the other, more recent technique "tries to grasp through the
multiplicity of facts the transmutation of phenomena, the inter}peﬂaﬁal
! _ ' o, o
permanent reality. This - latter format was Frobenius' conceptualization
of science and was what Duvalier called "in-depgh vision of the world
r

and humanity."

>8: Ouoted bv Senghor in ibid., p. ix.
59. '
9 Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. I,%. 135.
60. Ibid. . '
61.

Ibid., p. 139.
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"Paideuma" or power of feelings stated Duvalier, allows one to ''operate

at a higher level than that of the absolute or pure reality."62

Perception of this reality, however, "{s in man a function of temperament

and degree of cilization."63 Privileged groups such as children and

.

primitive men have this ability "to go further than we do" since thewy

treat the world without timidity "as if the secrets of the reproductive
; b4 ®

forces were immediately accessible to them." Duvalier noted that

Frobenius and Lucien Levy-Bruhl were in Kzfeement with what the latter
called "primitive mentality", a theory Levv-Bruhl himself was later to
6 ~ '

Bl -

reject.

Feeling, one of the predominant forces fromearliest times expressed

i~ .

itself in art, which was the creative force of primitive cultures. The

"paideuma"\%llowed man to touch the essence of his subject - tire phenomena

of expression. Cosmic peality provoked this expression of emotion or

feeling. Voodoo, declared Duvalier, has its base in primitive cosmology.

* v
Reasoning and thought were eventually substituted for the "paideuma',

ushering in the era of large-scale exploitation,

The techniques of thé¢ animal engendered harmony.

The techniques of the plant engendered agrigulture.

The feelings of cosmic reality engendered astronomy.
Similarly, the primeval spirituality of humanity was
denegrated throug:>£2e ages to prostitute itself in

modern materialis#

6= Ibid., p. 140. re
03 Ipid. N
o4 Ipid.

Ibid., pp. 148-14%.

v
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This represents what Frobenius had galled the metaphysical cure for
knowledge. Duvalier warned the reader that evolution does not always
ideally follow "this sequence. Similarly, the modafities of prelogical

.thought persist 1in the depths of the modern mentalite’ Dﬁva}ier suggeited

that o
. . . -
Even more, serious scientific thinkers. of the metropolis,
\\ after having delved into the past for many thousands of
! years, and having penetrated into the levels of the human
soul, seem to be proposing to the civilized of this
century, who are snitten with positivism, certain .~
- manifestations of the primitive conscience, as an ideal
to which they must return if theyégo not wish to unlearn -
the meaning of primary realities.

Duvalier refers to Frobenius, who exhorted the German peneration of the
Versailles treaty to geturid of its borrowed mentalite’ and to withdraw
itself in order to grasp, by contact with its intimate reality, the goaKﬂ

6 . . ™~

of its mission in history. ? in like manner, Duvalier called\pn his

P . Y L .
own people to look to the grandé25/of the ethnic past, and the spiritual

potential of its traditions. He also admonished Haitians that

. Only ethnic past, spiritual traditions are capablé of
revedling to us our inger psychic identity and the meaning 69
(diregtion) of our orientation among the concert of peoples.

Duvalier next attempted to prove that voodoo was part of the Republic's

original past and was }herefore a vital force in creating a specific
o - , 0 ,
Haitian thought 'and” a regnifying national soul.7 He begins his proof

by stating that there existed three major cultures during the middle

61.

Ibid., p. 149.

68 Ibid. ,
69. 1bid., p. 150.

70.

ibid., p. 161.
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_ stone age: the Ethiopians of Combe-Capelle, the whites of Cro-Magnon,
and the Negrdidhp}'crimbaidi. and that the negroid paleolithic culture
was on par ;ith the others. Duvalier continued thqt"recent investigations
had disclosed the existence of an autonomous and'independenf culture,
callfd tﬁe e;uatorial culture, which develé%ed during the l;te stoné
age. This cﬁlt;re had bgen ’Eund in three blaces in the world, one of
which was West Af;ica.

What was ;he spiritual concep;ion and world view of this culture?
The author makgg a distinction between North-west Africa, wh;re the
Lamite-Berber civiliz;tion dominated, énd West Africa, where* the Negro- . .
Ethiopian civilization was dominant. Each culture had a different world
view; the first.Duvalier calls the Hyperb?rean (North European) and the
second Equatorial.

The Hyperborean world view makes a clear distinction between the
"1" and the world. Man is subject and the environment object. Man acts
in his environment, with the uée of fo;ce and magic. Man aiso distinguishes
between body and soul. The sgul must be freed from the body and only

the soul can gq from one body to another. The ''divide and rule' dogma

féllows naturally érom‘this concept. Spirits of the environment are
considered to be independen£ of one another, and man can uSe-some spirits
as ailds. Magicians, then, became verv powerful. This culturg‘emphasized
"will" and the play (jeu) of will. 1In contrast, the Equatorial world
view conceives the universe from a '"totalist' perspective. There is no
éeparation between body and soul. Decomposition of the body does not
imply separation of the soul; rather, from the ruull a new litfe mg;

grow, like a germinating seed. Life must be lived in h3rmeny with nature.

a



~ 109

-

The decline of the body is linked to the phase of the moon. The culgure
. - B
emphasizeg "abandonment” and the play (jeu) of abandosment -~ mystical
rather than magical.
Tﬁus, although both cultyres believe in a supreme move;,btheir
applications of belief are divergent. The H&perborean feels that his
animating spir{t is capable of acting upon the universe and as a

consequence he affirms his personal}ty in opppsition to the natural
environment. Duvalier then continues to show how voodooism is
directly linked to an Ethiopian conception of the world.

These two concepts of world and humanity have evolved to reach’
subl ime he;ghts in.moaern bhilosophy, where today, thinkers adhere to
one of two schools regarding matter, life, the é;ul, and the individual.
These are spiritualism and positivisg.

To paraphrase Duvalier,the spiritualist, whose native idealism was
close to that of the Ethiopians, declared that matter is above all,
tendency and virtuality, or force '"all -these characteristics are only
compatible with é proper spir}tual existence.."71 In contrast, the (//
pd%itivist, in whom the Hyperbo}ean will to dominate has been exchanged
for the factual mentalitej affirm the futility of human attempts to
comprehend the absolute. One possible procedure remains: to discover
the laws which govern phenomena, for the puip;sc of dominating matter.

Duvalier concluded his treatment by suggesting that, if these

two traditional representatid&s of the world and of humanity are the
t

s
essence of individual temperaments, that is, the highest expression of

-

1. 1pid., p. 160.
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the inner conscience of a people, then they should be assignable to one
. A
of two major groups, depending upon which view is dominant: these groups

are the Hyperboreah and the Ethiopian, that is the caucasian and the negroid.
‘ t
Duvalier, then, asked what practical conclusions these speculative

Cbnsﬁperations hold? He answered that in the light of such data,

voodoo appears in no way to be a product of magic or

gross superstition. Deweloped on the soil of Africa,
reflecting 1its agonizing mystery, an achievement of a
spirituality going back toVa legendary past, it noﬁetheless
remains the transcendental expression of the consci’ace

of a race in the face of the enigmas of this world

VQ?doo is essentially'cosmologipal, philosophical and spititual: cosmological
because it demands from surrounding nature the symbols to render concret;
the plax of cosmic forces; philosophical, because voodoo reflects a
Conception‘of lifé, of matter, and of tge soul; spiritual, because it

proclaims the survival of the Soul by making divine the spirits of the

. 73¢ .
ancestors. . .

And {f, as the sociologists claim, the Haitian people have(gn "emotive"
constitution (Dr. Price-Mars), if, thev are withdrawn and their everyday
life is steeped in the subéonscious, this is merely because thev are
profoundly subservient to the determinism of the race.

Duvalier concluded his rationalization of éoodoo by proclaiming that
although it does not pleage wéstern;oriented mulattoes, it can create
a specifically Haitian thought ard reinforce the nation's identity.

He also pointed out that woodoo "by perpetuating for the present the

archaic forms of prehistoric cultures, by presenting genetic relationships

72
" Ibid., p. 161.

3. Ibid.

74. Ibid.
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. with the oldest teligions of humanity, bears witness that
civilization is a homogeneous 'all'; which since the beginning has never,
in any of its components, lost its human.links. And even when it seemed
isolated, it has never lost contact with co?tinuing human‘fnp}itutions."75
Duvalier insisted that in order to understand voodoo, it w*s necessary
of its peoples.

the countgpv's
M 2

tage could

to understand Africa and the moral and socio-political 1i

The roots of the Haitian fajlure, for Duvalier, layv
"Meavv psvcho-biological heritage".76 This pathological |
be traced back to the type of social system which_  efjerge
colonial period. He characterized the 'present &

. as a prolongation of colonial societ}:."77 For.Duvalier,,iﬁen, 1804
represented an evolution and not a revolution, since revolution for him
is tantamount to a profound transformation of the social mentalite”

The chénge of mentalite can only occur through an alteration in values
and institutions so far-reaching that the modification constitutes a
new national conscience. He insisted that education play a key role
in this transformation.

Education was considered a 'basic institution' and it was imperative
‘that'the elites give it primary consideration. Duvalier felt that change

in the political and social order could only occur "if their substance

is alrczdv germinated in the spirit of the culture."78 He referred to

75 Ibid., p. 161.

7. Ibid., p. 53.

77 Ibid., p. S4.
. Ibid

78 .

Ibid., pp. 64-65.



the Third Reich and Kemal Ataturk as two examples where 'spiritual
Schooling, then, was the crucial superstructure on which to erect a
national identity and culture. The type of instruction must conform
to the nation's traditions and morals 'which remain essential and
permanent because they find substanc; in [a@ historical past."80
Hence, history was the subject upon which to base the education of a
people; for 1t'1mparted the nation's morals and traditions~and, in effect,
created ; national consciousness. Educators performed an important role
in teaching the correct mental attitude. v

Duvalier sttongly opposed the Republic's contemporaryv educational
svstem. He considered it a '"mon-integrating force f the race.”81 The
irrational educational-system had resulted in a deénial of the people's
African origins. History and geography books wrongly described the
negro as gulturally and intellectually inferior to the white race. The-
nation was ashamed of its &frican heritage. Duvalier warned that the
people's rejection of their African past tended to create'a dangerous
feeling of social inferiority, a mental climate which prevented the
formation of a true collective conscience, and stressed a false one
based on European values.

The first step toward solving the problem; Duvalier stated, is to
nationalize education both "in a national and racial sense.' The term

"racial” implied the removal of white Francophile religious teaching orders.

Duvalier underlined the danger of these orders both in the past and in

’

79 Ibid., pp. 62-63.
80. Ibid., p. 66. .
81,

Ibid., p. 63. ( s
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the future of Haiti. He demanded "ls it not generally contended that

the missionaries came here, not primarily to evangelize, but rather to
) 2
Nurture the French influence in this small country of negroea?"8

Duvalier requested the immediate secularization of teaching, particularly

‘.,

©of courses on national history, followed eventually bv secularization
Of‘the total \educational svstem. He based ‘his insistence that the clergv
be dismissed on the claim that it had falsitied and denatured the
teaching of Haitian history and placéd it in a postition subordinate

to that of French historv. Thus the values taught bv the clergy "gperate

w83

to the moral and cultural detriment of our students. History above

all "must be taught by indigenous people in whem vibrates the soul aof
84

the nation and the race.

Ibid.

3. Ibid., p. 105, .

84 . Ibid.




CHAPTER V

It might be useful to summarize the foregoing analyvsis of buvalier's
{deas before turning to his written history of Haiti and his subsequent
blueprint for political change. It is significant that Du‘.i‘er operated
within a cultural-determinist and cultural-relativist framework as»dld
Radeliffe-Brown and Benedict . Speaking the languape of the historical
determinist, he arpygd that the nation's continuous political tnstabt™ity
had resulted from the fagilure of the Republic torrealize its proper
historical destinv. As opposed to the false colleetive ngﬁﬁll}ff("
conscience which had mislead Haiti: one promoted bv the foreign francophile
white teaching orders and bv the mulatto elite, Duvalier argued the
ethnological and historical theories of lLeo FrobBnius, Georges Mantiadon,
and Georges Hardy, to exonerate voodoo and the folkwavs of the peasantry,
and to establigh them as intepral components of the 'genuine' Haitian
culture. Hf also denied elite claims that tyy peasants were an ‘ignorant
and illiterate '"horde’ . Using Frobenius and Hevv-Bruhl as primarv sources,
Duvalier maintained that the blacks were not intellectually inferior but
that thev functioned sociallv up&n a pre-logical "trita!" level. Finallv,
he also called ypon Alexand re Baschmakoff and other psvchological and

P
anthropological theorists to support his thesis that mentalitefls determined
by biological factors which in turn determine the psvchoiogical
characteristics of a people.

The defence of the blacks which Duvalier and Denis adopted was an

.2 -~

intellectual offensive against the mulatto elite. Duvalier an®Penis, in

a series of articles published in Chgntiers during 1946, challenged the

_11~_



o~
mulattoes' inteypretation of the colonial struggle, topether with thet:
o

dismissal Gf Toussaint and Dessalines tn favour of Petion and Kover, and
-

thelr aswertion that the period between 1843 1915 was a political
4
catast rophe because ignorant {lliterate black penerals governed the

Republic. Two essays by Duvalier and Denis, which appeared in book form

under the title Probleme des (lasses a travers !'Histofire d'Hafti, are

crucial since thev (with Duvaller's (‘_t_'Allfoﬁr essentielles, Vol., D)
constitute the "black legend' and part of the dogtrine for the new

»
black middle ¢lass.

Miore than half of the political-sociolopical analvsis of Haftian
¢

N ~»
historv in Probhleme des (lasses a travers 1'Histoire d'Haiti is.devoted
to the vv{ts and personalities of the colonial strupple. The authors

give, as their reason for this, that one must consider the societv

beginnings (to determine its present psvchological and socinlogical

r

“behavior.” The historical research in preparing their essavs led then

to the conclusion that Hait1's backwardness was due in part to its heavilv
. 3 . :

colonfal heritapge, a legacv which mantfested {tself in serious

misunderstandings between the mulattoes and the blacks. The two writers

insisted that to explore and resolve the problem the gquesticn of color

must be openlv discussed and subjected to correction bv appropriate

4
educational and social policies. The appreach used in finding ''rationa:l

Duvalier's two books were originally journal articles onlv later
published in book form, without having been edited bv the authors. The
present writer has attempted to extract Luvalier's essential ideas from
the 'oeuvres inedites', a task never before attempted bv social scientists.

~

Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des (lasses, po. 3-4.

Ibid., p. vii, Introductior. {

Ibid., p. viii, Introduction.
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solutions'" to their problems was based on the employment of "scientific"
tenets.

Duvalier concluded that two lessons had emerged from an analysis
df1g?itlan colonial struggles for independence; first, that color is an
lsﬂue, and second, that the tendency of the elites was always to
disassociat;\themselves from the masses. The consequence of these conditions
was alwavs failure. He concluded also:

(a) That what was needed was a ''politics of equilibrium";

(b) fhat the behaviour of the black chiefs proved that all

revolution, if it is to be profound and durable, must be
aimed at redeeming the masses;

(¢) That there’is a need for an "authentic' leader alligned

with the masses:

(d) That all governments which rely upon popular forces incur

the displeasure of the elites.
Even a brief outline of Duvalier's inter;r~~tation of colonial events
demonstrates whv he characterized the mulatto elites as exclusionists.
_Duvalier and Denis begin their analysis in the manner used by other
authorities 4n Haiti, with a description of three classes in Saint
Domingue: that of the large colonial landowners; that of the freemen;
and finallv that of the slaves which contained a majority of blacks and
a minorityv of mulattoes. They described the social and economic position

enjoyed by the mulattoes as 'an outrage againét human dignity." The

Affranchis owned ore third ¢ the land and one quarter of the slaves.

Ibid., p. 104.

. o 1 Nosisewrnc ancrcontiollsc Vnl T n 43
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The cruel behaviour exhibited by the mulattoes toward their slaves was
8
carefully documented with examples. The gens de couleur, moreover,
were losing the rights gained fer them under Code Noir. They attempted
to regain these rights following the 1789 revolution in France. Duvalier
and Denis bitterly attacked the mulatto's role during the first days
of the revolution: ' ’
When the first hours of demands for justice struck, one
had a right to expect, both from a biological and a
political point of view, that the legders of this
intermediate class would merge their interests_and their

future with those of the great mass of blacks.

The"Oge  affair" and the "300 Swiss tragedy', however, are historical

examples of the elites' repudiation of the slave clas: “at Vincent
’

Oge” led an army made up exclusivelv of mulattoes 'w + « 50l of his
10

class.” He made demands onlv on behalf of his clas- The mulattoes
had planged to win back their rights under the Code Noir while retaining
the slave system. Their use of the '"300 Swiss" was nothing more than

a political maneuver to win full equality with the whites and a further
manifestation of Affranchis exclusivism. The death of\ﬁhe 300 slaves
also demonstrated the lesson ''that no sincere leader could be found in,
the Affranchis or mulatto class who would keep the interests of the

12
slaves foremost."

It was therefore necessary for a leader to arise
from the slave caste. The authors concluded in an historical-determinist

manner that it was the destiny of Boukman and Toussaint to act as the

8- Ibid., pp. 7-9. .
9+ Ibid., p. Sé.
10.

Ibid., p. 13.




designated martyrs for the regeneration of their black class.
Duvalier ;eferreé to Boukman's genius in using Qoodoo to '"fuse' the various
tribes.

Tougsaint and his role in the independence movement was c;refully
discussed to disprove that part of muiatto legené which belittled his
specfalhrévolutionary ppsition.JA Toussaint was described as the first
Haitign patriot, "a truly myséic centre i.é. public focus who ﬁrepafed
his people for independence and nationsl unity.'l'l5 He was a symbol of
the deep aspirations and the tendencies of the blgpk masse§ of §§} Doz=ingue
...."16 His efforts were frusc;ated bv the greed of the thtes and the
prejudice of the mulattoes. The Duvalier account pointed out that the
mulattoes joined the English upon hearing that Sonthanax had emancipated
the 51aves.17.‘Then the mulattoés fought against ‘the republican armies
of Toussaint. When Toussaint later defeated his rebellious Lieutenant
villate in the North, it was described as "a landmark in the fight of
the blacks for national independence."18 The victory prevented the
mulattoes from occupying the North althouéh they glready ﬁeld the South
under Rigaud. Duvalier and Denis dwell on the civil war betwe;n Touésaint
and Rigaud in, which the two belligerants represented the essence of the

class conflict - a conflict between factions separated only by color.

The two authors argued that Rigaud was jealous of the prestige accofged

13. Ibid,.

14. It will be remembered- that the mulatto historians wrote that

Toussaint's role in the tndependence movement was minimal and that Rigaud
was the real leader. See above pp. 35 and 40, Chapter II. Duvalier,
Oeuvrer essentielles, Vol. I, p. 129. °

15.

Ibid., p. 129.

16. Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des Classes, p. 46.
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4

Toussaint in his promotion to General de Division and General en chef

_de'l'arméé de St. Domingue.lg

When Toussaint and Rigaud spoke on the

eve of the civil war their speeches provided glaring evidence of the

¢
color and class conflict.

Toussaint spoke bitterly about Rigaud's

rebellious actions,. and asked the blacks, in his Catholic speech, why

Rigaud refused to recognize their common interest and obey Toussaint:

Whyv does General Rigaud refuse to obey me? .

It is because I Am Black. .

" Rigaud had stated

20 -

.

Brothers of the South, know it well, there exist in

this country two classes of men, the disgusting and
ie class and the sympathetic and intelligent

incap
class.

-

He then exhérﬂ‘d the mulattoes to join with the latter and aid him in

pushing "these inferior Beings incapable of societv'back into the

mountains. Duvalier and Denis\also compared ‘the abilities of the two

generals .as leaders, They described Toussaint as '"'the genius of our

race™ because he, unlike such mulattoeé_as Rigaud,'Péﬁion and Boyer,

did not base his government on exclusivist policies.22

was obsessad by the idea of uniting. the two classes.23

Rigaud was

For them, Toussaint

In contrast,

unfortunately blinded by the colonial ideologv and his
hereditary tendencies, he
to the level of these magnanimous conceptions of Toussaint,

19.

20.

21,

22.

23.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.
Ibid.

Ibid.

’

b

b4

30.

46.

51.

99.

51.

o2
”ﬁl

was unable to raise himself




.- ‘ - 120

Y .4

A
to combine in the same ideal of common rehabilitation -
the destiny of two hunia groups which nevertheless belong
. to only one race . . . ,

Duvalier and Denis, then, proposed that Haitians acknbwledge Toussaint
as an inspirational force and follow his visiom of a unified nation.

L

They also emphasized Toussaint's dreaw\of an elite dedicated to the real

interests of the pedple.
’ The brevity of Jean Jacques Degsalines' rule also emphasized their
conclusions .abput the elite's behaviour; the two writers observed that
the mulattoes weuld not tolerate a leader who set out-to make of the
masses a united whole, all on an eqﬁal footing, a charge in support of
which they produced a_statement by Dessalines:

Negroes and mulattoes, we have all fought agaipst the

whites, the property we have conquered with r blood

belongs to us all; I intend to see it divideld equitably.
Sentiments such as this, Duvalier and Denis stated, induced the elite
to abandon Dessalines. Quoting Antoine Firmin's history they described
how 'Dessalines was scandalized by their extortions, by the - pillaging

)

of the estates and other audacious peculations.’

27

Again making reference

to Firmin, Duvalier and Denis conciuded that the elite suppprted

24+ 1bid., p. 51. :

25. ' ‘
> An elite with both a political and social conscience was a major

theme in Dessalines' history of Haiti. More will be said about this later.

26.
Maidou, Vol. III pp. 247-248 as quoted in Duvalier and Denis, .

Probleme des Classes, pp. 58-59.
27.

Antoine Eirmin, Roosevelt and Haiti, as quoted in Duvalier,
Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. I, p. 324, .




- 121

. 35

Dessalines as long As he gav; them freedom to ravage the state.
Dessalines' eventual assassination was seen as a result of his "having
shown solicitous interest in the lot of‘the masses, in.return for
having made a reality of this principle of equity by demanding a just

28

apportionment of lands . . Duvalier and Denis end their discussion

of this "first Haitian socialist" with a salute to his martyrdom in the
cause of the masses. They demgnded that his life of sacrifice serve as
a model. Ix is interesting to note that there is no mention of
Dessalines' use of coercion to keep the ex-slaves on tﬁe plantations.

Jean Piefre Boyer and his Eégf.ﬁﬁﬂﬂl were Aescribed as '"'the prototype

of bourgeois exclusivism."29 It was asserted as an effort to re-establish

. b+
slavery and to create an aristocracy of the minority to the detriment of

.the p;;nciple of equality.30 'The essayists quoted the writings of Louis
Joseph Janvier, a nineteenth century economist who had described Boyer's
laﬁd policy as the most incredible social and economic crime ever committed
by aﬁy head of state. Janvier wrote that 'it conétitutes the enslavement
of the peasant which had been timidly started in 1821: i£ stops the
economic growth of the country, amd sterilizes Ehe nation."31 Meanwhile,
the elite moved fo the towns and were awarded civil-service positions

in return for their support of the Boyer regime. tis administration

represented the climax of the mulatto exclusivism.

~

a

28. Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des Classes, p. 59.

29. Duvalidr, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. I, p. 325.

30. : . . "
Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des Classes, pp. 59-~64.

31.

Duvalier, Oeuvres eésentielles. Vol. I, . 325.
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Q

The subsequent’ revolution of 1843 brought about by the mulattoes .-
with the support ogithe black masses once again demonstrated the ;reacher&
of the elite. They surrendered to the blacks' demands for ending

exclusivism by inventing la politique de doublure which consisted of

placing an 1lliterate black without personality in the pres‘aéncy as a ‘
"front man'' to‘reign while the mulattoes actually governed. Of the first
foqr presidents (1843-1847) only Pierrot did not conform to this politiéal
ﬁ.{’de. Guerrier, Riviere, and Riche were instrdments of the elite
and Aid not hesitate to slaughter blacks who rebelled against the system.
‘Pierrot's attempt "to incorporate the Dessalinean ideal' through agrarian
reform was quickly grusﬁed. Riche's death creafed a problem of succession
which was settled by bringing the illiterate Gen;ral Soulouque to power.
Duvalier and Denis characterized Haitian politics between 1843 and &

1915 as ‘chaotic. However, statesmen ''who were moments of the national

conscience' and whose actions manifested "the moral values of the Haitian

nation, "appeared from time to time.33 The author's use of the word moment
(instant) is interesting as a description of men who were landmarks in ' ’/‘
Haitian history. Soulouque, Salnave, Salomon, and Antoine Simon were ™
such moments. Duvalier and Denis characterized them as "democratic 6en”,
t ' ” l‘
"men of action", "revolutionaries', and ''lovers of the masses .2
L. g : _
The authors described Soulouque as an jlliterate but responsible

\ .
man who was able and cunning. ‘He refused to act as a tool of the elite.

Duvalier maintained that Soulouque's personality was a natural evolvement

33- 1bid., p. 69.

34. 1bid., p. 66. .
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[ 4
from his ancestors: 'Soulouque came from the depths of his race, since

he descended fgom the Mandinques, this tribe which was fertile in leaders

of the people . ."35

Duvalier defended Soulouque against the charges that he was a

brutal butcher as exemplified by his massacres of mulattoes, He asked

the reader what wrongs Soulouque had committed towards the country as
head of state to incur such extreme hatred? He answered himself, ''only

one, that of having refused to be the torturer of men of his class in
order to continue the privileges of the minority."36 Duvalier also
cited Firmin's defence of Soulouque's massacre. Firmin urged the reader

to understand Soulouque's political predicament, to note that blacks

’
too had been slaughtered, and that

although we deplore what happened during this affair,

we must recognize that Soulouque found himself in a |
"situation where he had either to let himself he dis'armed
by th§7bourgeoise or use force to impose silence upon
them.™ -

Duvaljer's rationalization and justification of Soulouque's heavy-handed

methods for controlling the mulattoes in building his power base possibly
offers us an interesting insight into Duvalier's vindication of his

own 1at&Tf presidential actions against the mulattoes.

0

Duvdligr also surmised from Soulouque's political ‘measures that

shis black president had understood the e{i;e'§ exclusivist attitudes.

A '
Nevertheless, Soulouque puysued a politics of equilibrium, which

2

Duvalier did not mean the'traditional social arithmetic compromise

J

35. Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles,. Vol. I, p.-327. - i i

36. Ibid., p. 329. ‘ ‘




- 126

the eve" of all cabinet meetings, three blacks and two mulattoes or vice
versa. It was above all an equilibrium between the internal forces and
not one between Ehe black military generals BRS the mulatto aristocracy.
cDuvaiier believed the latter form of government led only to a dispute

. ‘)
about the public treasury. Soulouque, then, created a "uniform
temperament and mentaliie’by not allowing the public office '"to be the
lot of a speci;l group of citizens under an ogtén unjustified assumption

of abiliey."®

Thus, Duvalier Foncluded~that Soilouque's rule affirmed
the generalizat{on that a "policy of equilibrium is required because
of our demographic structure and bécause of the exclusivist tendencies
of the ﬁinarity."Bg

Duvalier and Denis considered Geffard's mulatto government, which
replaced Soulouéue, to be a sémi—progressive government. Geffard tended
at times to practice a policy of equilibrium, wr9te Duvalier, but only
under pressure from various black leaders.

The Griots' choice of President Sylvain Salnave as one‘black leader
whe represented a moment of ''genuine nation;l conscience"” is a curi;us
one in the opinipon of the present writer. It will be remembered that
Salnave's governmént had been described by mulatto and U.S. historians

<+ 7 as two years of constant civil war. And black historians also have
failed to express enthusiasm for Salnave's brief tenure. Nevertheless,

Duvalier and Denis maintadined that he governed in the spirit of Dessalines;

and portrayed him as a 'lover of the masses'”. They did not accept the

38. 1pid., p. 328.

39 1pid., p. 329:
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traditional positidn that Salnave had seized power only to give lt up
réluctantly after two years of bloody fighting. Nor did Duvalier and
benis accep; the general academic view that Salnave was eventuglly put
to death by ahfiring squ;d because he defended the cause of the large
peasant class. Imgyfact, Duvalier suggested that Salnave ;ad volunfarily
retired from the ;residency because he desired to hold power only if
the people g:anted him the supreme position.bo Duvalier conclud;d that
if Salnave's government had not been destroyed by the mulattoes it "would
have ::ﬁ,all the chances of developing toward a demoﬁratic dictatorship,
isicy while his disciples would have evolved toward a Ha;tian liberalism."
The nefarious activities of the elite, however, prevented the development
of Salnave's government. Duvalier stated that the elite did not like
P
..Salnave because he allowed the “common people of our good country . . .
‘3}/p°°p19 whom persons of society or the elites and most politicians
carefully avoided",l‘2 to enter the'palace."3 The two writers submitted
that Salnave's continuous confrontation with the elites.illustrates an
axiom: "all government which relies upon the POPULAR FORCES incurs the
44

disapproval of the Elites of the First Zone."

Duvalier and Denis believed that General Lysius Felicite Salomon

"would remain the greatest leader of the Haitian masses'. Interestingly,
40.
Duvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol. I, p. 331.
41- 1pia., p. 330. ‘
“2. Ipid., p. 331.
43 Ibid., p. 330.
44 .

Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des Classes, p. 63, (by First Zone
they undoubtedly meant the mulatto elite.)

41
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thevy refer to his 1883 land reform policv as '"the great law'. It will

be remembered that all social historians had believed this reform to Se

.
a disaster and written in the wame spirit as Boyer's 1826 Code Rural. The
writers also praised his inauguration of civil service competitions

as a wise .measure '"to discipline impatient ambition."*’

For them, Salomon, as leader of the National Party, also displaved
the qualities of a "democratic man' by supporting the principle '"power

to the greatest number, while the liberals . . . claim power should go

46

to the most capable." Ddvalier and Denis vehementlv attacked this

liberal or mulatto elite doctrine «f '"power to the most capable'". Thev
asked their readers which characteristics these people possessed which
made them indespensible? The black writers responded:

The most capable were the sons of the bourgeois who
beanefitted from the great estates of the State to the
detriment of the exploited masses, and who therefore
had the means 25 sending his children to Paris for
their studies.

They continued their criticism by insisting that this class had failed
"at every crucial moment"‘q{\fhe nation's history including the "most

n48 Thev concluded with the statement

grievous moment (méaning 1915).
that '"the state does not represent the interests of onlv one group or

one caste, and the government is not the spokesman on one group oOr one

Ibid., p. 66. -

46, y |

47- Ibid., pp. 64-65.

“8. 1bid., p. 65.
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49
caste but of all people in 1its history."
Antoine Simon also was considered a "'moment of the natiomgl

conscie@'", "a democratic man', '"a man of action", "revolutionary",

.and a "lover of the masses'". He possessed '"good sense, love of country,

0 .
and respect for national traditions."5 He was described as 'on of our
chiefs of ‘state who fought the most against the evil tendencies of the

bourgeoisiel"51

It will be rememhered that Simon had'3orrowed heavily

to start a series of public works. He exercizea little control over

his projects and firms and individuals 1nvolve? received little or no
preliminary investigation. Nevertheless, Duvalier and Denis unequivocally
state that he éincerely worked for the well-being of the poor masses

and that "hatred, envy, and the spirit of gain'" exhibited bv the elite
destroved all his plans and projects.

Duvalier and Denis concluded that a review of Haitain history
revealed four fundamental problems facing a leader in solviny the class
issue. Their statement of the problems were translated into direct action
when Duvalier came to power. First, the ]éader is caught between the
greed of the elite and the furor of the masses who perceive the leader
as acquiescing to the elite's greed. Second, color prejudice is used
in political as well as social relations. The third and fourth difficulties,

&
which they describe as more scientific in character, were the absence
of any coordination between the bourgeois class and thg, af vet germinal,
proletariat class,<<?d.the problem of factionalism amoné t*c tourgeois

52
families. . .

49. rpid.

20. Duvalier, Oeuvres egsentielles, Val. I, pl 333.

51. ; X
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what cr\aW“d a leader need to be able successfullv
"
to integrate these groups and what should be the soci{al structures
adopted? 1t was shown in the fourth chapter how buval fer and benis
agreed th)\ the peculiar psvchologpical charateristics of a race
would have an effect on the form of suitable social structure and
povernnent. These laws of heredity, for Duvalier, dictated the permanence
ot sprecitic vhuraytoristﬂw%:nf their increasing abilitv to reonroduce
themselves in an unbroken line in the character of their descendents.
This line of thought occurred with Arthur de Gobineau's notion that
"distinct races do exist in the world, and that the distinction 1is
. . . ) . . -
basicallv a biological one. buval ier and Denis make few references
to this Luropean racial theorist althousrh thev seem to agree otten with
iis idems on the type of political leadership and institutions needed
in Haiti. Needless to say, thev did nqt agree with his racial slurs.
-
L]
Gobineau stressed that institutions which might be appropriate for one
N .
sacietv will not necessarily be adequate for other societies. 'Bad
institutions', wrote Gobineau,
are those which however well thev work on paper, are not
in harmony with the, national qualities or caprices, and so
do not suit a particular state, though thev might be vervy
successful in the neighbouring country. Thev would bring
onlv anarchv and disorder, gyen {f thev were taken from the
statute book of the angels.
Gobineau also maintained that the imp%ssibilitv of successfullv exporting
political institutions was an even greater problem where we are faced

bv an entirely differgnt race. Gobineau referred to Haiti and to the

Sandwich Islands as two examples of ''governments formed on European

- -

53.
°* Gobineau, Inequality, Pp. 37.

2% 1bid., pp. 41-4l.
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» X an
models by people difterent trom us |[white Furopeans] in race.

Gobineau criticizes the results ot the Haftian attempt to transpose the
Luropean model to Hafti while leaslpk "nothing Atrican ... in the
Statute laws." fe argued that {t would be more beneticidal to allow the

black man to return quite freelv to the despotic, patriarchial svstem

that 1s naturallvy suited to those of his brethren on whom the conqueriny

[ .
¢

)/
HMussulmans ot Atrica have not vet laid their voke." bDuvalier awxreed
with cobineau:; tne solution to Haitian problems must be uniquelv Haittan
and not a borrowed buropean one.

Juvilter also appeared to agree with toe (ount's ideas on politicai
leadershitp. Gobineau detined a "true spirit ot government' as knowiny
5k
"how to preserve the past while mecting tae needs ot the present L
Gobinecau sugpested that this need to reconcile past and present required
increasinglv sterner rule. It required an elite, 1n terms both of c¢lass
and race. The functions of this elite was to preserve, as far as possible,

3
not onlv itself but soctal order too, since laws and institutions were
allepedlv emanations from racial foundations. The elite, then is above
tae state and its political obligations are onlv to tne monarch wne

personifies the people. Gobineau wescribed monarchv asx the most rat 1ona.

manner of organizing government, and he explained his reasoniny thuss

22 Ibid., p. 46.
6 Ipid., p. wb.
> Ipid., p. 51.

Biddiss, Racist Ideology, v. 15%.
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a people always needs a man who understands its will and
epitotizes, explains and leads it where it needs to go.
1f he errs, the people resist and rises to follow him
who will not go astray. This is clear evidemce of the need
for constant interplay between the collective will and the
individual will. 1In order to get a positive result, it is
necessarggfor the two wills to unite. Separated they are

useless. » ‘o, .
i) .
Duvalier defined hig conception of an elite in terms of the
-

sociology of Saint Simon who argued the necessitv of a disinterested

+lite waich would rule for the vood otf all the nation. However, Duvalier':
\V

ideologv, which eulogized the masses and scorned the mulattoes, meant
that these political cadres ruled largelv in the interests of the masses.

In Duvalier's own words: \

Political power nust be considered as a means to an end,
namelv; to realize the happiness of the masses which make
up the basic entitv of anv societv. This ideal was that of
the most prominent thinkers of that time, since the
sociologv of Saint Simon claimed as its basic principle
that the given political system draws its strength from

the services rendered to, the [portion of]society which

66

forms the poorest class.
Thus Duvalier argued that an examination of the relations among the
social classes todav reveals no change. For the descendents of the
Affranchis, the mulattoes, continue to 1vnore the suffering and sorrow

b

. . . - 01 . ) .
of the proletariat in the town and countrvside. Duvalier explained that

X0

lbid., ;. lu4. Gobineau's aresument becomes clearer if one
understands that ne was criticizing tae Frencn nobilitv for tneilr
own general failure to understand their dutv to the monarch.

bl . . . N .
’ buvalier, Souvenirs d'autrefois (Bric- a-brac)l1926-1940 par

Abderahman pseud. tdition speciale n.d. Presses Nationales d'haiti.
! P

t) .

N -
Duvalier and benis, Probleme des Classes, p. 1

rl
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in speaking of this "pompous elite who have baptised themselves ‘with

the necessary qualities, we understand by this that they deem themaelves

oblig;d to COn}rol power" Sﬁﬁ have repressed the middle and peasant classes

nb2

as though they were a despicable lot. He suggested then that a

commonality of interests existed between the masses and his own class,
the new black middle class. He questioned the significance of this mutual

interest and its relationship to past black leaders like Toussaint,

Isn't it that we are actually living i€ anoth¥¢r epoch .
of our Historv when collective aspirations ar

crystallized in some self-conscious leaders of/ the

class so as to become the highest expon —. . emulating
the aspirations and traditiofis of an &ntire class of men?

-

Soulouque, and others:

Thus arguing from an historical-determinist view he concluded that just

as a Toussaint |arose in a ti@e of chags, or a Soulouque, sO also would
another leader. This <eader would providé an organization for the maafes
that would integrate the'peasants and workihg classes in the national
community in order to achieve ''the moral unity of the Haitian ethnic

[community]."bA In Duvalier's own words:
1f the collectivities are subjgct to the laws of historical
determinism, if our community i's truly confronting, at tne .
crossroads of its existence, a genuine internal disequilibriur,
a mixture of apparently chaotic events, there will spring
up, as formerly in St. Domingue, one of these representative

individuals . . who in his personal synthesis polarizes
the anguish, tb wes and also the will of a class of men,
[who incorporat: e spirit] of such men as Toussaint,

Dessalines, Christophe, founders of empire and nation.

oL . ) ' ,
Puvalier, Oeuvres essentielles, Vol.'l, ». 323.

6. Duvalier and Denis, Probleme des Classes, p.’&i.

0%+ Ibid., p. bt.
°2- 1ufd., p. 20.



Duvalier believed, then, that “the good leader would be primarily an

6
instrument of history and a partial creator of it.6 He referred to

the new leader as an authentic representative of the masses.

The type of leadership proposed must emulate the African mentalite

L

of the people. African government was popularly believed by many members

of the Griots to be founded on despotic and authoritarian traditions.

~

This conception must be understood in conjunction with their insistence

on’zhe importance of the organic community in Africa, and on the importance

which black Africans placed upon team work rather than on competition.’
individualism, then, was considered a manifestatipn of colonial rule.

The Griots have emphasized.in this passage the Haitian Combite - a system
of communal work ozyaction in the fields in exchange for the same services
by other members of the community.—'bavid Nicholls brilliangly describes
those Griots who stressed the need for arstrong political {eadership or

even dictatorship:

Carl Brouard stated that democracy is inapproriate for a
backward country, and K. Georges-Jacobs referred to democratic
and republican institutions as window~-dressing pesigned to
mislead the masses. Price-Mars was quoted by Diaquoi to the
effect that the democratic formulae enshrined in haitian legal
and constitutional documents wefte devoid of sense; belng out
of harmony with the custons of the people, thev onlv served

to justify the exploitation of tne masses bv the elite.
"Diaquoi himself referred to such institutions as freedon of
press, free elections, a constitutional opposition, and
democracy itself as sordid tinsel, while Rene Piquon
maintained that Haiti needed a strong dictatorship reinforced
by a myvstique of authoritg7which can sanctify force even in the
eves of those it‘(ﬁhes. :

S 061540, p. o le.

67 -
67 David iicholls, "Biology and Politics 1n haiti,” pp. 40-411.
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Duvalier's thougﬁts on leadership and its relations to the masses
written before he came to power had a fundamental impact on his behaviour
while president. of Ha{ty. tReviewing his speeches after heﬂcame to power
makes this clearly evigient.&"8 In the following énalysis no attenmpt is
made to document or excuse Duvalier's systematic elimi;ation of his

opposiﬁﬁon; the preéent inquiry deals only with his ideas ‘%Wnd their

reflection in. his handling of power.

These speeches given between 1957 and 1970 were written for an
insecure, newly formed, nationalistic middle class amrd an urban proletariat
audience; thev make repeated references to the past blaek Haitian
presidents and to academics whom Duvalier had cited in his writings. He
had4described his Duvalieriste Revolaution to a Mexican jourdélist as one

69

"born of . . . the middle class and bv the rural masses." The journalist

correctly noted that Duvalier's definition of the revolution referred
to the shift of power to the negroes from the mulattoes. Duvalier condenmned
the mulattoes as the worst of the Negro. Ho , he said that the
L . ", T W70
mulattoes were now in jail, in exile, or thr etres undergrouna.
In another statement, Duvalier débcribed his 1957 victory as one which
marked the decisive step in our national history. 1t

A
conceptualizes the indignant protestation of all scornec
and forgottem social classes upon the shoulders of which

. 71
repose the riches of an egoistic and privileged minority.
»
68.
These speeches have been puplished in two volumes under the ‘i_
titles Francois Duvalier, La Marche a la presidence (Port-au-Prince:

Presses Nationales d'Haiti,1966), and , La Revolution au pouvoir
(Port-au-Prince: Presses Nationales d'Haiti, 1966).

69. . . L. .
Duvalier, interview in Excelcoir

Report, Vol. 16, 1963 p. 869.
70.

as quoted in Hispanic Americar

Duvalier, interviewed in Excelcoir as quoted in ibid.

71, . . :
Diederich and Burt, Papa Doc, p: 123.
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He saw himself as the presidential leader of this black revolutiomn, the

chosen one,’who had an historic mission to fulfill. In his own word§:

1 am an exceptional man . . . the kind’ the country
could produce only once every 50 to 75 years. 1 will

always go forward because 1 am a revolutionary, more
than a head of state. 1t is not for nothing that I

labored over the pages in history, sociology, and

ethnology for so many vears. I did it because I knew

that I must fulfill a holy m%ision, a mission which’

will be carried out in full.

On November 12, 1964, he explained his duty to lead and prote

L

ct his

revolution to a crowd before the public execution of an armv officer

condemned for treason: N

Dr. Frangois Duvalier will fulfill his' sacrosanct

mission. He has crushed these plots and will always
crush the attempts of the antipatriots. buvalierism,

leaning on the living forces of the nation, will

crush any sacriligious invasion of the sacred sqil

of the fatherland . . . - Thus will perish the

antipatriots who want to put again the Haiti of Jean-

Jacques Dessalines under the whip of the colonials.

No force will st093the invincible march of the Duvalier

Revolution. . . . :

v

Duvalier's reference to Dessalines was an attempt to identify his regime

with the black tradition. 1t was also a means of attacking the mulattoes

while maintaining black middle class support. Witness the following

speech delivered to a crowd on the day-he_daclared himself president-for-

lifEF\\ *
What the government wants is that vou must fight
back, and watch the traitors . . ., those who
betrayed Jean-Jacques Dessalines the great, those
who betrayed General Salomon, those who betrayed

General Soulouque, SO that those traitors may know

that now things have changed and that Dr. Duvalier
is neither Dessalines, nor Soulougque, nor Gszeral
salomon, of whom he is, however, the pupil.

-

/-+le nouveau Monde, 5 April, 1964, empﬁasis added.
75.

Diederich urt, Papa Doc, P. 312.

74. 1pid., p. 281, eiphasis added.
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- Thus he made constant use of the black legénd, a part of the noiriste

ideology. ; .

Duvalier conceptualized -his form of democracy as one befitting
the traditions and mentalite of his people: *

Haitian [democracy] is not the German or French
democracy. It is neither the Latin American or

United States type of democracy. It is defined

in full according to the ethnic background.of the
people, its history, its tradition, its sociology,

all overflowing with humanism. . .in view of all these
/goals Haitian democracy is defined and redsgined as =
a rational discipline with the revolution. :

In a speech recorded by the July 28, 1964 edition of Le ‘Nouveau

o

Monde, he said that the tragedy of 1915 resulted from- the country's

.

adopting the wrong form of government. He insisted, then, that this

disaster "affirms the adapting of the system to their temperament and

their genius."76 Duvalier's references to Leo Frobenius and Alexandre

. : 7
Baschmakbff in various speeches (most of them to tlliterates and

the poorly educated black middle class) demonstrate just how obsessed

Duvalier had become with the writings of these two men. In a message
delivered to the nation in 1966, he declared that 'the Duvalier Revolution

is a human Revolution. It carries with it - remember it always - its
-

’

gods, its worship and its cosmogony in terms of the ‘philosophyv of

7 . T
Professor Alexandre Baschmakoff." in a general article discussing the

education of the masses, appearing September 10, 1967 in Nouveau Monde,

75.

Ibid., p. 187.

76. Le liouveau Monde, 28 July, 1964.

77 Francois Duvalier, "Messaée a la nation a l'occasion du cyclone
Ines et de la Prochaime Competition Electorale a la veille du i'an

X de la Revolution Duvalieriste " (Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de v
Campiegne, 1966), p. 55.
78.

Le Nouveau Monde, 10 September, 1967.

-~
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Duvalier referred to the German intellectual school of Leo Frobenius

and°“the existence of separate cﬁltures.and civilizations.78 Duvalier

°

seemé,.then, to be totally dependent upon his own tradition - his own

philosophic development as expressed in his works -. for the principles

3

of his rule. ‘ : .
C;rtain curious actions by Presidenf Duvalier in his attempt to
build‘g personalityv cult are foreseen by his ea;lier writing on leadership
which stressed ths need for a leader to embody tﬁe collective conscience
of the peasants -and the middle plass. For example, a government-supported
newspaper in Port-au-Prince features, on its front page, a two-column

3

montage of Christ with his hands on the shoulders of Duvalier. The

n79 This picture, and one with the

legend reads: "I have chosen him.
words "Ecce»H;mo" reflect the same motivation to be seen in the sale
of pl;stic busts or pictuyres o%rDuvaiier Ghich had to be prominently
displayed in the homes of all Haitians.80 The prominent square in the
capital was renamed "Plaée de 1; Revolution D:walier,"81 and the neon
lights near the capital's central common blinked the message:

1 am the Haitian flag, One, Indivisible. Ftangois Duvaligr.82

Le Catechisme de la Revolution, a book containing litanies, hymns,
prayers and doctrine was also an attempt to make Duvalier god-like byv

linking him not only with the Holy Trihity‘bug to the great founders of

A

’8. Le Nouveau Monde, 10 September, 1967.

9. Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 233.

80. Hispanic American Report, Vol. 14, July, 1961, pp. 606-607.
81.

Hispanic American Report, Vol. 16, September, 1963, p. 869.

i

Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 233.
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the Haitian natiJQL/ This book, as an example of personality~-cult
propoganda, deserves to be quoted in part:
(Qf Who are Dessalines, Toussaiﬁt, Christophe, Pétion "and Estime?

(A) _Deésalines, Toussaint, Christophe, Petion and Esgime’are five

L4 ot
founders of the nation who are found within Frangois Duvalier.

(Q) 1s Dessalines for life?

(A) Yes, Dessalines is foy life in Francois Duvalier.
RN, o

This same question and answer were listed for the'other_fouf historical
figures.

(Q) Do we conclude then that there are six presidents for life?

(A) No, Dessalines, Toussaint, Christophe, Petion and Estimé are

five distinct chiefs of state but who form only}on&-and the same
' president in Frangois Duvalier.

4 .
There are pictures of the flag, of the president and his first lady,

followed by the "Lord's Prayer':

Our Doc who art in the National Palace for life, hallowed
be Thy name by present dand future generations. Tny will

. be done at Port-au-Prince and ’in the provinces. Give us
this day our new Haiti and never forgive the trespasses
of the antipatriots who spit every day on.our country;
let them succumb to temptation, under gge weight of their
venom, deliver them not from any evil.

The writer demonstrates Duvalier's temarkable abilityv and in a literary
sense unique_approach to exploring and using all the means possible

to link his leadership wiPh.others of the black tradition whom Duvalier
_considered moments of the "collective national conscience’.

The cdlor issue dnd Divalier's blacl. revolution are officially

incorporated in the new flag (1964), tnhe new coat of arms (1964), the

83. Diederich and Burt, Papa Doc, p. 283. '



- 138

statue to the marron inconnu (1969), and the new Constitution (1964),

all discussed below.aa These actions, which were further attempts by

a

were to guarantee

Duvalier to put his {deological thought into actior

him the support _of ¢ lack middle class and masses.

There are conflicting stori concerning the cofors of the

original flag. 1t appears that the ite portiop of the French tri~-color
L

was removed in 1803, leaving a blue and re lag with vertical stripes

of equal size; the blue next to the pole. Dessalines is credited with

having later changed the blue portion to black. This black and red flag

remained that of the black King Christophe's northern‘kingdomr(1806~1820)

3

while the mulatto president Alexandre Petion's suces;ionistASoufhern
Republic (1906-1818) retained the biue and red colors. Petion's qolbrs
‘ran horizontallv. The mulatto President Jean-Pierre Boyer reunited the
island after Christophe's death and retained the blue and ‘'red with the
colors. Duvalier changed the blue and red flag in 1964 to black and red
with the coiors running vergically; the black portion of the flag was
placed next to the flag pole. Thé positioning of the black mext to the
mast symbolizes the dominaﬁce of the blacks over the mulattoes. A
statement by Duvalier best summarizes h{s reasbn for chanéfng the ffag:,

Afga time when the Haitian people give total adhesion to a
mystique which joins that of the country's forefathers
we must again consecrate this emblem. No standard can
better express the joy of the nation of finding again the
strong mystique, the’faith gg its ancestors, than the black-
and-red flag of Dessalines.

AN

N

84. . .
This was the constitution that made Duvalier president for life.

85. Duvalier as quoted in Diederich and Burt, Papa Doc, p. 277.
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Duvalier also changed the coat of arwms originally ‘designed by
P€tion. The new design was a.guinea fowl perched on a conch (the

lambi which called the slaves to rebellion) at the uwper left corner.

The statue commemorating the marron 1hconhu, represents all those
slaves who escaped from their masters in the colony of Saint Domingue,
and is -yet another attempt by Duvalier to win mass support. He
declared at the unveiling of the statue .that

We negroes of Haiti constitute for the Negro-African
masses of the unlverse the highest exponent, or a kind of’
common denomination of all national and racial consciousness.
In other words, the marroh symbolizes the black masses and their determin-
ation to be free.

Article 197 of the new 1964 Constitution credits Duvalier with
making possible the reconciliation of the political factions strongly
opposed at the .wnfall of the 1950 regime; and with

realizing economic and financial stability of the
state in spite of the pernicious action of the
combined forces of the inside and outside, .and of
undertaking and completing the alphabetization of the
masses and thus fulfilling the aspirations o§7the
small and humble for more light and welfare.
The above reference to 'the pernicious action of the combined forces
of . . . the outside" is an oblique reference to U.S. interference.

Duvalier élso.dealt a severe blow to the Roman Catholic Church

and to the various teaching orders. 1t was stated earlier that

Duval}er and Denis had criticized the Chﬁrch for their reachimaf of a

false national consciousness and their traditional support of the elite.

86. Frangois Duvalier, Hommage au Marron Inconnu (Port~au-Prince,
1969), p. 56 as quoted in David Nicholls, "Embrvo-Politics in Haiti,"
bovernment and Opposition, Vol. 6 (Winter,1971), p. 85.

87.

Duvalier "as quoted in Diederich and Burt, Papa Doc, pp. 282-283.
. . ] .
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The Church's. role in smashing voodoo artifacts was considered by the
Griots as a direct attack upon the black's authentic culture. By 1957,

still less than one-quarter of the priests working in Haiti were nationals,

and all five diocesan.bishops were foreigners.88 Clerics and bishops

came under attack on severél occassions in 1960. The Church was said to
. .

support groups opposed to Duvélier. The result was the expulsion of

several priests and an archbishop. Reasons for the expulsion of Msgr.
k4

Robert in 1962 were of interest inasmuch as they reflect Duvalier's
philosophic position. The reason given for the expulsion was Robert's

constant campaign against the practice of voodoo in his diocese (Gonaives),

and also the role which he had playéd in the campaign of 1941. The

New York Times, December 1, 1960, reviewed this role: “Udder the cover
of the anti-superstition drivé, Bishop Robert organized or tolerated
the pillaging of archeologic#l and folklore riches of his diocese."89
In 1964, the Haitjan government did not renew its contract with the
Canadian Jesuits. . The years 1962 to 1965 witnessed more gxpulsions of
nuns and pries;s,and also the expulsion of Bishop Charles Voegli of the

Episcopal Church. Duvalier clearly felt that enough had been accomplished

» by 1965. In 1866 a rapprochement occurred between Pope Paul VI and

Duvalier. During this year; a native Haitian was enthroned as the first

native Archbishop of Port-au-Prince and Haitian bishops were to fill all

8. .
8 David Nicholls, "Religion and Pdlitics in Haiti,” p. 403.

89. New York Times, November 17, 19¢2, p. 11.
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other sees. Duvalier jubilantly reacted to these chaﬂ‘és,by announcing:

In all hamanity, we consider today's ceremony as a

further proof of legitimacy of our causes. The nation

had gained chgosupport of the highest moral authority

in the world.

puvalier had not only brought the Roman, Catholic Church under his

control, but the voodoo cults as well. This decentralized organizatlon
had hougans and bocars (voodoo priests) acting as relativelv independent
politically strong leaders in their districts. Such individuals were
influential in shaping public opinion in the communities. Duvalier had
successfully won their support by his action against the Roman Catholic
Church and his promotion of their cult. Through both congenial methods
and force he was able, liké Soulouque before him, to unite these traditional

lLeaders under his control. Often the hougans or priests served. as

leaders of Touton Macoutes (a group which acted as one of Duvalier's

‘personal body’guards).91 it is debatable whether Duvalier sincerely
believed‘the voodoo religion to be an internal part 6f the Haitian
culture. Most auchors ignore his early writings on the subject and
emphasize only his manipulation of the cult forlpolitical pufposesi In
any‘event: his emphasis on the voodoo beliefs won for him the political’
support of the black illiterate masses whom he ofte; had "trucked" into
Port-au-Ptince for scheduled and unscheduled Mardi-Gras. It would
appear, after a close examination of Hajitian history, that no ruler
since Dessalines (except possibly Soulouque) had so thoroughly
personalized the state and nullified the effective influence of the
traditional ruling class, with its repositories (both institutions anqg

informal groups) of European civilization. *

90. New York Times, 28 November, 1966.

91. Rotberg, Politics of Squalor, p. 216.




- 142

BIBLIOGRAPHY

BOOKS

Abderahman., [Duvalier, Prnn;ois] Souvenirs d'autrefois (Bric a brac)
1926-1948. Port-au-Prince: Presses Nationales d'Haiti, 1968.

Alexis, Jacques Stéghen. Les Arbres musiciens. Paris:GCallimand, 1957.

Compére General Soleil. Paris: Gallimand, 1955.

Alexis, S. The Black Liberator: The Life of Toussaint L'Ouverture.
Translated by William Stirling. London: E. Benn, 1949.

Ardouin, Beaubrun. Etudes sur 1l'histoire d'Haiti, suivies de la vie du
General J. M. Borgella. Port-au-Prince: Cheraquit, 1924-1926.

Aristide, Achille. Quelques aspects du probleme de 1la population en
Haiti. Port—au-Prince: Imprimerie de 1'Etat, 1955.

Aubin, Eugene. En Haiti, planteurs d'autre fois negres d'aujourd'hui.
Paris: Librairie Armand Colin, ¢1910.

Bellegarde, Dantes. Histoire du peuple hajtien (1492-1952). Port—-au-Prince:
Imprimerie de Compeigne, 1953.

Pour une Haiti heureuse. Port-au-Prince: Cheraquit,

1927.

benoit, Pierre. Cent cinquante ans de commerce exterieur d'Haiti.
Port—-au-Prince: Institut Haitien de Statistique, 1954.

Biddiss, Michael. Father of Racist Ideology: the Social and Political

Thought of Count Gobineau. London: Wiederman and Nicholson, 1970.
\

Bonnomme, Colbert. Revolution et Contre-Rev tion en Haiti de 1946 a 1957.
_Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie de 1'Et 1957.
Kouchereau, Madeleine Svlvain. Haiti et ses femmes. Port-au-Prince:

Less Presses Libres, 1957.



-3

Celestin, Clement. Compilations pour 1'histoire(1956-57).
Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie Theodore, 1958-60.

Cook, Mercer. Educatjion in Haiti. Washington: U.S. Government Printing
Office, Office of Education, Bulletin 1948, no. 1.

- ‘.

Coulthard, G.R. Race and Colour in Caribbeam Literature. London: Oxford
University Press, 1962.

Courlander, Harold. Haiti Singing. Chapel Hill: University of North
Caroline Press, 193%.

<

. The Drum and the Hoe. Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1960.

and Bastien, Reémy. Religion and Politics in Haiti.
Washingtonyg Inst e for Cross-Cultural Research, 1966.

Dale, George A. Educati
Government Prin

Republic of Haiti. Washington: u.s.
ice, Officer of Education, Bulletin,1959.

.

pavis, Harold Palmer. Black Democracv: The Storv of Haiti. New York:
The Dial Press, 1929G. °

De Gobineau, Arthur. The inequalitv of the Human Race, Iranslated by
Adrian Collins. London: Heinemann FPress, 191°.0.

beren, Meva. Divine horsemern, tne Living boasﬁﬂal:‘. lvew YoOTrk:

Tnames ana Huason, 1935.

- -

De Young, Maurice. Man and Land in tne Haiitan Econom. . Gainesville,
Fla.: Universitv of Florida FPress, 195¢c.

Diederich, Bernmard and Burt, Al. Papa Doc: In€e lruth Apout Haiti Todav.
New Yorr: Mcitraw—-Hill book Compan- . 19

borsainvil, Eoiie. Manuel d'histoire d'Haiti. Yort—-au-Frince: henr.

Descnamps, 195C.



TN

3
?

Durkheim, Emile. The Ryles of Sociological Method. Edita? by G. E. C.
Catlin, Free Piess, 1938.. -

Duvaliefr, Frangois. Messgages a 1a Wation. Port-au-Prince: Presses
Nationales d'Haiti, 1966.

¥
L)

. Oeuvres assentielles. Vol. I. Blements d'une doctrine.

Port-au-Prince: Presses Nationales d'Haiti, 1968. T .

. Oeuvres essentielles. Vol. I1. La Marche a la
presidence. Port-au-Prince: Presses Nationales d'Haiti, 1968.

la Revolution au pouvoir. Port-au-Prince: Presses
Nationales d'Haiti, 1968.

)\\\\ and Denis, Lorimer. Probleme des Classes B travers
1'Histoire d'Haiti:~8qgiologie, politique. Port-au-Prince:
Au service de la Jeunesseyn 1948.

Fagg, John G. Cuba, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic. Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice-—-Hall, 1965. -

Faine, Jules. Le Creole dan 1'univers. Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie de
1'Etat, 1939. ’

s

Philogie creole. Port—au-Prince: lmprimerie de 1'Etat, 1937.

Firmin, Antenor. De l'eéalite des races humaines. Paris: Pichon, 1885.

Fletcher, Ronald. The Making of Sociologv: A Studv of Sociologpical theorv.
Vol. I1. London: Thomas, Nelson and Sons, 1971.

A 2% )
. ~The Crisis of Industrial-Civilization: The Early Essays
of Auguste Comte. London: Heinemann Educational Bogks Ltd., 1974.

Fouchard, Jean. Les Marrons du Svllabaire. Fort-au-Prince: Edition Hewr:l ...
Descnamps, 1953. .
- ‘
Franklin, James. The Present State of Havti. iéidon: John Murray, Albemarde
Street, 182¢t.




» - 145

) Frobenius, Leo. Le Destin des civilisations. Translated by N. Guterman.
Paris: Gallimand, 1940.

1

. Histoire de la .civilisation africaine.'Translated by
H. Back and D. Ermont. Paris: Gallimand, 1933.

LN
Greene, Graham. The Comedians. New York: Viking Press, 1966.

Gingras,_Jean—Pierre 0. Duvalier, Caribbean Cvclone: The History of
Haiti and its Present Government. New York: Exposition
Press, 196.. ‘

Haberland, Eike, ed. Leo Frobenius: 1873-1973: An Anthologv. Foreward
bv Leopold Sedor Senghor. Wiesbaden: Franz Steiner, 1973.

Hagen, Everett E. On the Theorv of Social Change: How Economic Growth

Begins. Homewood, Illinois: The Dorsey Press, 196..
Hastings, James, ed. Encvclopedia of Religpion and Ethies. New York:

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1925.

Herskovits, Melville J. Life in a Haitid;_VZTTni, New York: A.A. Knopf,
1937. ) ‘\\\\

Holly, Arthur. Rapport entre 1'instruction la psvchologie et 1'€rat
. social. Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie de Campiegne, 192..

honorat, Lagértinlere. Les Dbanses folkloriques naitiennes . rort-au-Prance:
impramerie d'kraz, 495Z.

hHuxlev, Framcis. Tne Invisibles. Lonaorn: rart-Dbavic, 1%t<.
L 4

'

Jonnston, harrv K. Tne Negro in tne New wWorlc. London: Metnuen anc
(ompany, 191C.

¥ v

rrause . waitter. cconorcic bevelovoment: Tne Unaeraeveloped woric¢ anc tr-
AmMericsn Lnterest. lowz: State Lniverslitly c: 1owe. 1&...




-9

- 146

LaRoche, Jacques. Leadefﬁh&p ahd(ﬂiiigion. Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie

de 1'Etat, 196&L1\

. Years X of the Duvalier Revolution, Year XXI of the
Duvalier Era. Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de 1'Etat, 196n(/
: ~—

’

Leyburn, James G. The Haitian People. New Haven: Yale University Press,
1941. o

Logan, Ravford. The Diplomatic Relations of the United States and Haiti,
1776-1891. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1941.

Haiti and the Dominican Republic. London: Oxford
University Press, 1968.

N

Lubin, Maurice A. Du recensement eé Haiti. Port-au-Prince: Institut
Haitien de Statistique, 1951. ‘

Madiou, Thomas. Histoire d'Haiti. Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie Chenet,
1922.

a

~

Manigat, Leslie F. Haiti of the sixties, Object of Intermational Concern.
Washington, D.C.: The Washington Center of Foreign Policy - ’
Research, 1964. . .

Marcelin, Milo. Mythologie Vodou. Petionville, Haiti: Editions Canape

Vert, 1950. 2 vols. ) 4
Marcelin, Philippe-Thorby and Marcelin, Pierre. Ali Men are Mad. | Carnape
Vert]. Translated by Edmund Wilson. New York: Farrar,

Straus ,nd Giroux, 1970.

Maxmilien, Louis. Le Vodoy haitien. Port—-au-Prince, Imprimerie de 1'Etat,
1945, ~ -
' S 3
&Y~

'McCrocklin; Jimes H. Garde d'Haiti. Annapolis: The United States Naval
*

Institute, 195¢. »
4

Metral, Antoine. Histoire de l'insurrection des esclaves dans le norc
de Saint Domingue. Paris: F. Schenff, 181c.

= &




- by
X; .
T
v o

Metraux, Alfred. La Terre, les hommes, et les dieux. Neuchatel: La
Bonconniere, 1957.
" ;

. Le Vodou haitien. Paris: Gallimand, 1958.

. Makihg a Living in the Marbial Valley. ‘Baris: UNESCO,
1951.

Millspraugh, A.C. Haiti under American Control 1915 - 1930. Boston:
World Peace Foundation, 1931. ;

BL. 2% 9o . ‘

.“"_ ; lt[ o

Montague, Ludwell i;.“gftl and the United States 1714-1938. Durhax,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 1940.

'

Moral, Paul. L'Economie haitienne. Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie de 1'Etat,
1959. :
. . Le Pavsan haitien: Etudes sur la vie rurale en Haiti.

Paris: Pichon, 1961. )
Moreau de Saint Mery,K Mederic L.E. Description Topographigue, Physiqye,
Civili Politique et stoirique de 1la Partie Francaise de

1'isle St. Domingue. Paris: librairie Larose, 1958. Original
edition, Philadelphia, 1797. .

Ornes, German E. 3 Trujillo: Little Caesar of the Caribbean. New York:
Thomas lNelson and Sons, 195t. '
o’

ott, Tnomas C. TIne Haitian Revolution 1789-1806-~. rnoxvilie: Universirts
of Ilennessee Press, 1975. -

~.

Paul, Emmanuel. Panoramgjdu’iolklore haitien. -Port-au-Prince: lmprimerie
de 1'Etat, 196C. '

Pierson, William W. and Gil, Frederico G. Governments of Latin Americe.
New York: McGraw-Hill, 192°7.

Pompilus, Pradei. La Langue Francaise en liait-. Paris: 1lnstitut ces
hautes Etuces de 1'Amerigue lLatine, 1¢e .




, ; - 148
’ o
Pressoir, Charles F;‘ Debats ie creole et le Folklore. Port-su-Prince:
Poprimerie de 1'Eca, 961.

>

Price, Hannibal. De la rehabilitation de 1la race noire par ll‘
Republique d'Haiti. Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie de Campiegne, )

1900.

Price-Mars, Jean. Ainsi parla 1'oncle: Essaig d'ethnographie. Port-au-
) Prince: Imprimerie de Campiegne, 1928.

- De la prehistorique d'Afrique a 1'histoire d'Hafiti.
Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie_ de Campiegne, 1962:

- La Vocation de 1'€lite. Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie

Edmond Checet, 1919. . : o

»>

Rigaud, Mile. La Tradition voudoo et le voudoo haitien. Paris: Editions
Niclaus, 1953.

e

Rodman, Selden. Haitj, the5glack Republic. Nethorkzﬂbevin-Adait Co.,
1954, . :

Rotb;rg, Robert 1. wiﬁh‘Christopher K. Claque. Haiti: The Politics of
- Squalor. Boston,Hass.f Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1971.
:
) -
. Roumain, Jacques. Masters of the Dew . lehverneurs de la Ro J. Translated
bv Langston Hughes and Mercer Cool:. New York: Revy: % and

Hitchcock, 1947,

kouzier, Semexant. Dictionnaire peogranhiocue ¢'lLaiti. Faris: C. Bloz,
185C.

St. John, Sir Spencer. havti or the Black Republic. London: Scribner
and Wilford, 188%. )

Saint Surin, Jjacoues. Indices demographiques et perspectives de i:
pooulation d'haiti. Fort-au-Prince: Imprimerie de 1'Eca:,
196C_. ’ - o

Scnmidt, hans E. Tne United States Occupation of Hait:, 1915-193-.
hew Jersev: kutgers University Fress, 1%c..

¢



' - 149

Tyson, George F. Toussaint 1'Ouverture. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1973.

Seabrook, W.B. The Magic Island. New York: Harcourt Brace, 1929.

(9

Valmy-Bayse, J. Conference sur la paesie ffancaise chez les noirs
) d'Haiti. Paris: Pichon, 1903.

Wood, H.A.H. Northern Haiti: Land, Land Use and Settlement. Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1963. -

.

Alexander, Richard. "The Hell of Haiti." The Nation. CXCVI,(February,

1963), 98-~99. C{i'

Alexis, Jacques Stephen. "Du realisme merveilleux des Haitiens." Presence
Africaine. No. 8, (June - November,1956), 245-271.

)

ARTICLES

"Modern Haitian Thought." Books Abroad. 30.
(September, 1956), 461-465. .

Antoine, Jacques :C. '"Literature From Toussaint L'Ouverpure to Jacques
Roumain.” in iercer Cook. An Introduction to Haiti.
Washington, 1951. 93-120. ’

Bastide, Roger. '"Variations on Negritude.'

Presence Africaine. No. 8
(1961) 83-91. :

Bastien, Remy. 'The Role of the Intellectuals in Haitian Rural Society."
‘Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences. LXXXIII1, (1960),
846+862.

. "Haitian Rural Family Organization.’
Studies. X, (December, 1961), 478-510.

o .

Social and Economic

Breathett, George. '"Catholie Missionary Activity‘and the Negro Slave
in Haiti." Phvlon. XXII1, (Fall, 1962), 278-285.

Bfede, Jereme. 'Life in Haiti: Voodoo .and the Church.” The Commonweal.
LXXVIII, (May,1963), 241-244.




‘" =150

Brown, Robert K. "The Plot Against Papa Doc.'" National Review. XIX,
(January, 1967), 91-92. ‘

2 o . s -

Carey, Alida L. "Our Choice in Haiti: Duvalier or tlye People.” The
" Commonweal. 75.\5Harch, 1962), 587-590.

L]

Comhaire-Sylvaine, Suzanne. 'Creole Tales from Haiti, ‘Part 1." The
Journal of American Folkiore. Edited by Ruth Benedict. 50,
(July-September, 1938), 219-346. )

. "Creole Tales From Haiti, Part II." The
journal of American Folklore. Edited by Ruth Benedict. 51,
(July~-September, 1938), 207-295. :

“

Coulthard, G.B. "Research Commentary: Negritude - Reality and Mystification.”
Caribbean Studies. 10, (April,1970), 42-51.

Q
"Rejection of European Culture as a Theme in Caribbean
Literature.”" Carfbbean Studies. 5,(June,1959), 231-245.

Courlander, Harold. "Gods of the Haitian Mountains." Journal of}Negro

History. XXIX, (July, 1944), 339-372.

<

Dale, Ernest. "The Terror in Haiti." New Statesman. LXV, (May,1963),
. - 706, 708. ’ : .
DeYoung, Maurice. "class Parameter in Haitian Society."” Journal of

Inter-American Studies. 1, (October, 1959), 449-458.

Dumas, L.G. "Jean Price-Mars (1967-1969)-n'est plus." Presence Africaine.
71, (1969), 3-23. .
Duvalier, Francois. ''Message a la nation a 1l'occasion du cyclone Ines
et dé la Prochaine Competition Electorale a la veille“du 1l'an
X de la Revolution Duvalieriste." Port-au-Prince: Imprimerie
de Campiegne, 1966. .

and Denis, r. "La Civilisation hditienne: notre
mentalite” est-elle A ine ou Gallo-Latin?" Revue de la
_societe’ d'Histoire et WP Geographie d'Haiti. VII, (May,1936),

1-31.




' ) - _' - 19

Efran, Edith. "The Movement in Haiti." (Caribbean Quarterly. IV,
(January, 1955).114-31.

i

Friedmann,.John R.P. "Developmental Planning in Haiti: A dritique of °
the U.N. Report." Economic Development and Cultural Change.
1V, (November, 1955), 39-54. .

Ginsberg, Morris. "The Outlook of Sociology st the Beginning of the
Twentieth Century." in Ginsberg, Morris. _Evolution and
Progress. I1II, Toronto: William Heinemann Ltd., 1961.

e
.
~_

v Gold, Herbert. "Cdribbean Caudillo: Magloire of Haiti." The Nation.
CLXXX, (Pebruary, 1955), 118-120.

- .

Gray, E, "Haitian Bogeyman.'" Wedtern Folklore. XXI, (April, 1964),
¢ 120-121. . . '

Greene, Graham. '"Nightmare Republic.” ‘The New Republic. CXLIX,
(November, 1963), 18-20.

Grossberg, Lynn. "Haiti Drifts Towards Explosion." Minority of One.
- 1V, (February, 1962), 10-11.

. "Haiti, the Explosive Buffer.” The Nation. CXCL,
(August, 1960), ®3-85.

. T
o L

Hardouin, A.C. '"Haiti: A Study in Regression.”" Mexico Quarterly Review.
11, (May, 1963), 77-86. I :

Heinl, Jr., Robert Debs. "Haiti - Next Mess in the.Caribbean.'
Atlantic Monthly. CCXX, (November, 1967), 83-89.

The

. "Haiti: A Case Study in Freedom.' The New
Republic. CL, (May 16, 1964), 15-21. ’

Herring, Hubert. "Dictatorship in Haiti." Current Historv. XV,
(January, 1964), 34-37.

~N

‘Hill, Dr. Adelaide C. "Revolution in Haiti 1791&20." Presence Africaine.
7 20, (June-July, 1958), 5-24. . :



- 152

Burbon, Laennec. "Incidences culturelle et pplitiéuo de christianisite
dans les Masses haitiennes.” Presence Africaine. 74,
(June-July,1970), 98-110. '

[

‘Latotue, Gerard P. "Haitd, Chaotic and Corrupt.” The Nation. CCI1II,
(November 2, 1966), 539-341.

‘y
Leyburn, James G. "The Making of a Black Nation.”" Studies in the

Sciences of Society. Edited by George Peter Murdock. New Haven:
1937. 377-394. ‘

Lobb, John. "Caste and Class in Haiti." " American Journal of Sociology.
46, (July, 1940), 23-34.

Lubin, Maurice A, "Quelques Aspect de 1'Economie haitienne.” Jourmal
of Inter—-American Studies, 1, (July, 1959), 425447 .

MacLeod, Murdo J. “"The Haitian Novel of-Social Protest.”" Journal of
Inter-American Studies. IV, (July, 1962), 207-221. .,

. "The Soulouque Regime in Haiti 1847-1959: A Re—evaluation."”
# Caribbean Studies. 10, (October, 1970), 35-49S.

Mirabeau, Roch L- "Can Haiti be helped, Backgt;znd to Chaos." The
Nation. CXCVI, (May 18, 1963), 416-4X8.

- o« .
Moore, Ernmest. "ls Haiti Q;xt?" The Yale Review. LI,'ﬁdctobet, 1961),
254-263.
Morisseau-Leroy, F. '"La Litterature haitienne d'exnression creole son
avenir." Presence Africaine. 16-17, (Lbecember, 195c-

January, 1957), 47-57.

Nicholls, David. "Biology and Politics in Haiti." Canaddan Journal
of Political Science. 3, (September, 1970), 339-41a.

. "Embrvo-Politics in Hatiti." ‘Government and Onnositionj .
6, (Winter, 1971), 75-EZ.




- 153

“Ideology and Political Protest in Baiti, 1930-46."
Journal of Congenporary History. 9, (February, 1974), 3-21.

. "A VWork of Combat: Mulatto and the Baitian Past, 1847~
537 w Joqml of Inter—Ameriean Studies and World Affairs.
XVI, 1. (February, ii‘i), 15-35.

‘

Parsons,Talcott. "Emile Durkheim." International Encyclopedia of the
Social Sciences. (1968), IV, 311-319.

2

Pierre-Louis, U. '"Le Roman frangais contemporain dans une impasse
perspectives communes ¢u romain d'Haiti des peuple noirs et
des }'Amerique latine.” Presence Africaine. 27-28, (April-
November, 1959), 51-65.

Price-Mars, Jean. "Lumba-Petro: un culte secrete; son histoire, sa
localisation geographique, son symbolisme." Societe Revue
Haitienne d'Histojre er de Geographique d'Haiti. I3,
. (January, 1938), 12-31.

Rigaud A. M. "Le Role du Voudou danﬁ'l'independence d'Haicl."”
Presence Africaide. 18-20, (February - March,1958), 43-67.

Rosenhouse, Harvey. '"Come to Haiti and Meet Papa Doc's Palace."”
The New Republic. CVLI, (March 11, 1967), 10~11.

. ,
Roucek, Joseph. "Haitl in Geopolitiks." Contemporarv Review. 204,
(July, 1963), 21-29.

Simpson, George E. 'The Belief Svstem of haitian Voau:..'  Aperacar
Antnhropologist. 47, (Januarv - Marcr, 1945.. 35-=-..

“ "Baitian(ﬂﬁgic.” Social Forces: 1%, (Uctober,19407,
T 97-98. \ .

. ) IS -

"Haitian Peasant Economv.'" fTne Journal of Negrc
Historv. XXV, (Octopber, 1940), 498-51t.

Haitian Politics." Social Fortes. XN, (May,1942;,

Lb-5~. r 4




RN

T 154

. "Haiti's Social Structure." American Sociological
Review. 6, (October, 1941), 640-649. :

"Sexual and Familial Institutions in Northern Haici."

American Anthropologist. 44, (October-December,1942), 655-674. -

L]

. "The Vodun Service in Northern Haiti." American
Anthropologist. 42, (April - June, 1940), 236-254.

"Peasant Songs and Dances of Northern Haiti.("
The Journal of Negro History. XXV, (April, 1940), 203-215.

R and Cintess, J.B. "Folk Tales of Haitian Heroes."

Journal of American Folklore. LIV, (July-December,1941),

- 176-185. - * <
Straube, Helmut . "Leo Frobenius." International Encyclqpédia of

Sacial Sciences. (1968), IV, }7~20-

.- ’

Taylor, Paul S. '"Can We Export 'the New Rural Society'?" Rural
Sociology. 19, (March, 1954), 13-20.

Underwood, Frances and Honigmann, Irma. "A Comparison of Socialization

and Personality in Two Simple Societies." American Anthro ologis}k .
: P

49, (Jdly-September, 1947), 557-577.

Valmy-Bayse, J. "Trends in Recent Haitian Literature." Journal of

Negro History. 32, (April,. 1947) , 220~231.

Wingfield,R. and'Parenton, Vernon J. ''Class Structure and Class Conflict
in Haitian Society." Social Forces. XLII1, (March,1965),
338-347. )
[
%>.

UNPUBLISHED STUDIES

Wingfield, Roland. "Haiti, A Case Study of an Underdeveloped Area."
Unpublished PhL.D. dissertation,-Louisiana‘Stacg University,1967.



- 155

Young, Chester W. "A Sociological Study of Rural Life in Haiti."”
' Un%:blished Ph.D.dissertation, Louisiana State University,1930.
! [ ]

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES.

Hispanic Amerjcan Report. November,1948 - November,1964.

New York Times. January, 1915 - January, 1971.

°

Le Nouveau Monde. January,1956 ~ January, 1971.

Le Matin. January, 1945 - January, 1950.



