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ABSTRACT

Africa is plagued by problems of deforestation and environmental decay. The
International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) is researching the potential of
agroforestry as a solution to some of these problems. The study Women and Agroforestry
in Kabale District, Uganda: An Exploratory Study of Social Issues Affecting Women's
Agroforestrv Behaviours and Production was designed to explore and identify the issues
that affect women farmers in Uganda and have an impact on their agroforestry behaviours.

Thirty two women from Kabale District were interviewed about women’s roles in
Bakiga culture, responsibilities and expectations placed upon women farmers, issues
affecting women farmers, rights and access to land and trees, and changes in women’s
lives over time. Six general themes emerged from the interviews that were reported as
factors that influenced women’s land use decisions and actions. The themes were
identified as: 1. Land and tree tenure, 2. Population pressure and land availability, 3.
Alcoholism and family violence, 4. AIDS related illness and death, 5. Household demands
and women’s resources, and 6. Female community solidarity. Five of the women were
chosen as case study participants and detailed life history information was collected from
them to illustrate how the themes manifest themselves in practice.

The information collected during the course of the study was integrated into a
human ecological framework. Women’s triple roles of reproduction, preduction and
community maintenance work, together with the social manifestations of gender, were
considered to create a theoretical model of the interaction between rural women’s lives
and agroforestry systems. The model shows that agreforestry is not only a biophysical

farming system. There is a human component in agroforestry systems that fluidly interacts



with other components to determine, in part, the end product ot the agroforestry system.
The conclusion was drawn from the study that not all rural Ugandan women are
unempowered victims of circumstance. Rather, many women have some degree of control
over their labour and resources, and are in a position of decision making control over the
land that they cultivate. Agroforestry programs need to be designed that work in
conjunctioa with the current circumstances of Bakiga women. Furthermore, collaborative
research and development programs are needed to address issues that directly and

indirectly affect agroforestry production.
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION
Introduction and Problem Statement

Many rural peoples in developing nations are involved in or depend on some torm
of agroforestry or forestry practices for subsistence and income. Agricultural communities
often supplement their resources with forest products. Forests provide many necessitics to
communities, including food, fodder, fuel wood, craft and weaving materials, medicines,
natural crop fertilizers, and canopy shelter for people and livestock. These needs, coupled
with increasing population pressures on resources and competitive commercial production
have resulted in mass deforestation, soil erosion and general ecologic imbalance. In an
effort to combat these problems, development programs hold much hope for reforestation
and agroforestry programs (Flora and Santos, 1988; Das, 1989).

Agroforestry, as an approach to reversing environmental degradation, is
particularly favourable due to its holistic approach to land use problems. Agroforestry
initiatives in the tropics have successfully intensified land use and increased the human
carrying capacity of land. The resources provided by agroforestry aid in decreasing the
pressures cn natural forests, thereby helping to conserve natural forest stands (Maydell,
1985). Since agroforestry can be practised in garduns and around homesteads, and fuel
wood sources can be integrated with agricultural production, these programs are
particularly promising for poor rural communitics heavily populated by women
(Dankelman and Davidson, 1988). Particularly in Africa, it is the women that are

primarily responsible for agricultural production.



Women produce the majority of the world's food. They are the universal carriers of
water and gatherers of wood and plants (Bryceson & Howe, 1993; Davidson, 1993). In
many African cultures, it is the woman's sole responsibility to produce and prepare food
for the family (Sorenson, 1990). Usually, women make use of the no:i-commercial and
indirect benefits of agroforestry plots; however, with the economic crisis found in many
southern nations, and the migration of men from rural to urban areas to find paid work,
women also take over the commercial agroforestry work done by men (Fortmann and
Rocheleau, 1985). A study by Watson (1994) indicates that in some parts of Africa
women may hold different values and preferences for tree species and use than do men.
Not only are certain trees considered men’s or women’s trees, but different parts of the
same tree may be gender specific in use. Thus, women have strong interests in
agroforestry programs and their knowledge and beliefs pertaining to such matters are
important determinants in the success or failure of an agroforestry crop. As Woodley
(1991) aptly states, local ecosystems are best known by those who depend on them.

Research to date indicates that tenure systems are complex, fluid and highly
specific. Rights to land and tree use and ownership are shaped by dynamic and evolving
cultural, historical and gendered processes (Fortmann, 1988). These rights to land and tree
use and ownership ultimately affect individual behaviour directly associated with the
success or failure of an agroforestry system. In post-colonial societies, where the formal
legal system and traditional customs may contradict one another, it is important to
distinguish formal from perceived tenure rights. This research focused on: 1. investigating

both the perceived and the formal rights of women to land and tree ownership;



2. determining the effect these rights have on individual and household resource
management decisions and behaviours, and; 3. identifying social issues pertinent to
agroforestry resource production and use'.
Purpose of the Study

This study examined the role of women's perceived tenure rights over land and
trees in agroforestry resource use and production. An emphasis was placed on data
collection at the individual level for purposes of detenﬁining how perceived rights, beliefs
and norms influence the behaviour of women farmers. Other social issues that affect
agroforestry behaviour were also explored during the research process. The behaviours of
interest were those which are crucial to the success of an agroforestry initiative, such as
planting, care and maintenance of tree and plants, and the uses to which direct products
and derived income are put. The locus of control of household agroforestry resources
(both products and ircome) will certainly affect the decisions made regarding their uses.
Thus, examining how strongly women perceive their own authority to be in regard to
decisions concerning resource use and production, and how women view their tenure
rights is crucial in understanding these behaviours.
Theoretical Framework of the Study

Three broad disciplinary approaches characterize most conventional paradigms of

agroforestry: environmental ecology, economics, or socio-cultural studies. Occasionally,

1

The term agroforestry production refers to the adoption or continuation of agroforestry
practices within plots of land used for agricultural production, including home gardens.
Agroforestry resource use includes small scale commercial sale and domestic consumption
of trees, products from trees, or agricultural crops.
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variances of these three are examined, such as the socio-economic aspects of agroforestry
systems. Frequently, these dimensions are discussed in terms of the changes experienced
because of agroforestry and forestry initiatives (Wilson, 1985). Despite the inextricable
nature of these three components, they are consistently presented as distinct and merely
related elements that have some undefined relationship to agroforestry. No model has yet
been proposed to conceptually identify the arenas of overlap and influence of socio-
cultural phenomenon, economic systems and activities, and the biophysical environments
on each other and agroforestry systems.

Empirically based research views agroforestry primarily in terms of production and
technological potential, discounting or ignoring the role of indigenous knowledge and
cultural elements in successful farming. Studies that address the human dimension of
agroforestry frequently focus on documenting the use of agroforestry crops by indigenous
peoples, or the impact of introduced technologies on the local socio-cultural and
econom ‘air and Olpadwala, 1988; Wilson, 1985). Such interdisciplinary
approaches ai¢ c.couraging; however, these impact studies are frequently blind to the
gender relations of farming and insensitive to hidden activities, particularly those of
women and children. Wilson (1985) notes the tendency of impact models that focus on
economic and social implications to produce ahistorical, apolitical interpretations that
ignore the complexities of social inequalities based in relations of class, gender and
ethnicity. By virtue of privileging economic relationships over social relationships, the
meanings of agrarian change have been greatly oversimplified. Wilson acknowledges that

it is not easy to divorce the social milieu from the economic sphere of life and the



relationships of influence are not one way. While approaching an integrated view, Wilson's
model does not include the important elements of ecology and environment.

A similar view is expressed by Flora and Santos (1988) who claim that much of the
farming systems research in developing nations, particularly as it relates to women, has
been undertaken from the perspective of critical sociology. Systems of land ownership and
the social relations of labour are the focus of these studies, thus linking the division of
labour to gender and economics. Accordingly, the definite nature of women's involvement
in farming systems is difficult to assess and consequently is undervalued. To further
expand on these studies, Flora and Santos propose "a holistic analysis of existing farming
systems, undertaken with an understanding of the containing social and economic
conjunctural situation" (p. 208). This promises to be a useful tool in documenting the role
of women in agroforestry, however, it too is limiting itself to social and economic factors
rather than the whole system. The ultimate goals of this theory and research are to
produce programs that provide the needed resources without further stressing the natural
and social environments. In their call for a Rationally Robust Paradigm in agroforestry
research, Giles et. al. (1993) encourage the exploration of alternate ways of knowing,
including what they term heuristic convergence. Since deductive methods of learning
provide scant insight into rare or unique events, intuitive, contextual, sensory and
inductive ways of knowing need to be legitimized as valuable additions to science.

An Ecosystem Mode] of Agroforestry
To fully appreciate the systemic context of an agroforestry system, all of the

components can be seen as embedded in a human ecological framework. Human



ecological theory is a specially adapted version of general systems theory, in which all
systems function as a self-stabilizing unit. Input into the system reacts to produce
throughput and output, which in turn have varying degrees of further influence on the
system through response mechanisms and systems exchange (for a detailed discussion of
general systems theory, see Whitechurch and Constantine, 1993). A human ecological
framework conceptualizes humans and their structures in systems of dynamic interaction
with near and far environments. A basic premise of this approach is that the world's
ecological health is a macro-level determinant of the quality of human life. Human
decisions and actions at national, communal, familial and individual levels, in turn,
determine the health and sustainablility of the earth's resources (Bubolz and Sontag,
1993).

Figure 1 portrays an agroforestry ecosystem within broader level systems using a
technique Vayda (1983) calls progressive contextualization. In this technique, layers of
detail are defined and made explicit. Progressively contextualizing systems aids in
understanding the theoretical distinctions between system boundaries and system
interaction. The fact that certain systems will intentionally cut across the boundaries of
adjacent systems to take advantage of particular subsystems is acknowledged. One
example of this approach is making clear how national and global economies penetrate
local economies to access market subsystems and social systems to take advantage of
needs subsystems. Progressive contextualization may help to develop inductive, rather
than simply deductive, systems classifications that are sensitive to these t/pes of

phenomena. This model adapts the four tiered human ecology classification system
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Figure 1. The agroforestry ecosystem.



suggested by Bronfenbrenner (1989) {see Figure 1). The immediate agroforestry system
consists of interacting micro and meso systems. The widened context consists of exo and
macro systems.

The first system level, shown in detail in Figure 2, the agroforestry microsystem
consists of the objective agroforestry elements: trees, plants, animals, soil, land, marginal
tracts of forest, growing seasons, local and imported species, nutritional water needs of
the organisms, and all other concrete elements of an agroforestry system.

The exosystem is the adjoining environment that provides a context and directs the
micro and meso systems. The exosystem directly influences the agroforestry system, but is
external to it. As is shown in Figure 1, the exosystem consists of the three variables
discussed earlier, environmental ecosystem, the :ocio-cultural milieu, and the most
immediate levels of the economy. While it can be argued that economy is an extension
(and indeed a construct) of the socio-cultural system, in research analysing the various
aspects of agroforestry systems, economic and social considerations are often treated as
related but distinct components. To illustrate the point of the interdependent, overlapping
nature of these influences, the economy is trea!=d as a distinct component in the model.

The agroforestry macresystem, as implied by the name, is the larger environment
to the agroforestry system. While the macrosystem does not touch the agroforestry system
directly, it can have profound impacts upon it as in the case of the global economy or the
national or global environment. A primary purpose in depicting the macrosystem is to
locate the exosystem clearly within a region of equal overlap between the natural and

human constructed environments, in the hope that one set of values will not be privileged
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Figure 2. The agroforestry microsystem and mesosystem.



or considered more important than the other.

The success and continuity of the agroforestry microsystem are dependent upon
the interactions within the mesosystem which consists of two dimensions presented below
(see Figure 2). The mesosystem is usually depicted as the intangible aspects of human
systems. Some models actually show the mesosystem as above the other more concrete
dimensions of the system.

The first dimension of the mesosystem in this model is identified as the social
relations of production mesosystem. This crucial process component enables the
objective agroforestry system or microsystem to be transformed into usable resources.
Included within this level are such factors as knowledge, both indigenous and scientific;
ability and willingness to use technologies; division and responsibility for labour, care,
maintenance and harvesting of agroforestry resources; gender relations; cultural
restrictions and expectations; access to and coritrol over land, livestock, trees and their
resulting resources; and decision making power. Inter and intra household resource use
and management practises also occur within this level. The successful production of usable
resources from the agroforestry system, and what is done with those resources, depends
upon the events occurring within the social relations of production mesosystem.

An example of this interdependence of the microsystem and the social relations of
production mesosystem is clearly depicted in a case about cash crop tea farming in
Kericho, Kenya (Sorenson, 1990). Being a commercially oriented pursuit, tea bushes
cultivated for the export market are primarily a male interest. As a result, the land on

which the tea is grown is controlled by the male head of household and any income gained
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from the tea fields belongs to the man. Tea farming, however, is extremely labour
intensive. All but the wealthiest of farmers thus depend upon their wives as a vital source
of labour to maintain and pick the tea. In cases where males were unreasonably spending
all income on themselves, and not contributing sufficiently to the household expenses, the
wives withdrew their labour. As the traditional responsibilities of Kipsigis women are to
directly provide food and reproductive labour, women maintain the right to refuse to
participate in cash cropping initiatives. When the women withdrew their labour, the tea
bushes died or became overgrown, thus halting production. In this manner, the social
relations between males and females heavily dictated the succe:s of farming initiatives.
The other identified dimension of the second level is the mesosystem of resource
utilization. Whether resources are available to be used for domestic consumption, trade
or commercial sale depends upon the outcome of the social relations surrounding the
production and the decisions made about the material assets of the operation. As shown
from the example above, whether or not the agroforestry crop ever becomes a usable
resource depends significantly upon the influence of the social relations of production on
choices for the tangible aspects of the agroforestry system. Unequal or invisible social
relations of production take their toll on the lived realities of women and children within
this mesosystem. In rural African households, women are responsible for the reproductive
tasks associated with maintaining and reproducing the family, regardless of whether a male
head of household exists. What varies from household to household is the amount of time
spent by women on income earning activities (Engberg, et. al., 1994). Female heads of

household in rural areas are responsible for both subsistence production and income
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generation. At issue is who benefits from the resources that are produced. The
implications for the priorities for specific agroforestry resource production of these
households thus depend upon the labour available, the willingness to take risks, the long
and short term goals of the participants, and competing demands, particularly on women's
time.
n's Involvement i res

While a full range of human relationships within agroforestry is included in Figure
1, this study is particularly concerned with the lives of women and their ties to
agroforestry systems. These issues are most notably contained within the social relations
of production mesosystem and in the socio-cultural exosystem, particularly in the
norms and expectations of the larger society. Gender plays a crucial role in the
perception of individual rights to trees. Gender relations and the sexual division of labour
are important considerations in identifying the specific circumstances faced by women as
agroforesters and why these issues must be addressed to ensure success of agroforestry.

Ecofeminist analyses of women's roles in environmental health show there is a
strong link between women's activities and the local landscape. Sachs (1992) notes that in
many locales, women have promoted biodiversity and sustainability through indigenous
seed selection and forest conservation practices. Alternately, the contribution of women to
the degradation of biosystems can be linked to the pursuit of resources for household
consumption (Collins, 1991). Exploring the knowledge systems of women could be a
fruitful activity for agroforestry researchers, as the women may have an unique and

detailed knowledge of their environment unknown to local men.
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Gender analysis has shown there to be differential access to and control of
resources, and inequality of labour responsibility between women and men ( Fortmann and
Rocheleau, 1985; Moser, 1993). Women are known to have distinct knowledge about
resource use and production that is frequently undervalued or dismissed (Cashman, 1991;
Collins, 1991; Sachs, 1992). Also, woinen may even hold different preferences for the
type and species of resources produced and used (Watson, 1994). Finally, women cannot
be considered a homogeneous unit of analysis. Marital status, social class, age, religious
beliefs and cultural history are among the many interacting factors shaping the reality of
women's gendered lives (Spelman, 1988). To produce a comprehensive synthesis of
wor ren's relationships with agroforestry systems, the agroforestry system itself must be
defined as an interdependent, interactive system.

In chapter VI of this thesis, the lives and responsibilities of Kabale women farmers
are located within the model in order to depict the inter-related quality of agroforestry and
many other aspects of their lives. Using the life history information, their triple
responsibilities of reproductive, productive, and community work are identified and one of
the life history participants, Mauda, is used as a case study to construct a human
ecological model of her life. The model is presented as an approach to understanding the
lives of rural farm women and an illustration of how individual women’s circumstances
atfect their greater surroundings.

nder Relations i rofor
This study was not about gender, it was about women. However, women’s lives

are largely defined and constructed around cultural concepts of gender and social
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relationships based on gender. One’s selt concept, as well as one’s perceptions of where
one fits into the social structure is a product, in part, of gender socialization. Thus, gender
identity and gender based relaticns are considered in relation to the theoretical framework
of this study.

Gender identity is a complex social construction determined by the interaction of
many aspects of an individual's life. Gender relations are constructed similarly, therefore,
gender cannot exist as an independent social category. Race, class, religion, sccio-
economic and cultural history act together to influence the factors that determine gender
(Spelman, 1988). This notion extends to the concepts of gender relations and sexual
divisions of labour, or the control that men have over women's work (Wilson, 1985). Just
as gender itself is defined through various other factors, men and women do not interact
solely based on gender. While the broad category of culture may contribute insight into
particular modes of social and economic responsibility, it is imperative to know
historically and socially s zcific information if an accurate profile of gender relations is to
be drawn for any particular community.

Various examples from developing southern nations show that labour divisions,
while defined as gender based, are influenced by associated factors. Access to land varies
by class, gender, and marital status, as does land use. Age can also be an influential
variable. For example, the transgressing of gender boundaries to allow women to own
land and participate in cash cropping is socially discouraged in Kipsigis communities in
Kenya. In those cases where women have forged ahead and established themselves as cash

crop farmers, younger women met with much greater social resistance to their new roles

14



than did older women (von Bulow, 1991).

Political and economic systems can have obvious or subtle impacts on the
gendered division of labour. In Latin America, for example, the greater the capitalist
penetration in an area and the more a farming unit is integrated into a market system, the
less segregated is the division of labour by gender. The better paying jobs are taken by
men, regardless of the traditional norms surrounding labour. This transformation has,
however yet to diffuse to the reproductive, unpaid realm:

... both men and women assume that men cannot do women's jobs. Women still

cook and haul water. Women and children still gather wood. But wcmen also sell

their labour to pick cotton and coffee, and due to temporary male migration, they
are also involved in subsistence production on the small plots. The poorer they are,

the more likely they are to be doing this (Flora and Santos, 1986; 211).

To fi'ly understand where women fit into ** .- matrix of agroforestry practice and use, the

-r*~ us mechanisms that act to construct ge . er identities and determine gender relations
must be considered. While gender is not equivalent to sex, it is a social phenonemon
closely related to the sex of an individual that affects individuals and groups. Figure 3 is a
conceptualization of the interacting social variables that contribute to the construction of
gender. It is important to emphasize that Figure 3 represents a social process. This
process operates equally within male spheres of socialization as in female spheres of
socialization to create gender relations and community expectations.

At the centre of Figure 3 is the individual and her self concept as defined by

gender. A gendered self concept is considered here to be the roles, expectations and
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values placed on one’s self in :elation to the immediate social system. The individual is
closely surrounded, and thus affected by social relations that operate within her society.
Encompassing and creating both rules and norms of social interaction, and individual self
concepts are the social, cultural and economic factors that continuously interact on a
larger, more abstract level to produce social systems and relationships. All three
components, in their relationship to individuals and communities, act to produce practical
manifestations. These practical manifestations are individual lives and actions.

The variables that impact on gendered divisions of labour manifest themselves
within the responsibilities of women's multiple and competing roles. Many of these
responsibilities are considered 'natural' and 'women's work', and therefore are undervalued
and invisible. Drawing an accurate profile of gender relations is important in the study of
agroforestry systems to illuminate the tasks and responsibilities that are central to success
of an operation but nevertheless have been made invisible through gender relations.

Moser's (1989) concept of the triple roles of women provides a useful tool to draw
out those activities that are most likely to be invisible. She sees these three areas of
women's work as reproductive, productive and community. The demands of and skills
required for each dimension are unique. A useful addition to this concept would be the
element of social meaning attached by women to their roles and the priorities they place
on their responsibilities. Issues of meaning largely determine the practical manifestations of
gender relations within a given community. Social meanings can often be identified
through discussion with women about the elements outlined in Figure 3. Constructed

meaning can then be useful as a springboard from which to identify and assess gender
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relations. Combined with the knowledge that gender relations consist of scores of factors,
this concept of triple roles can be a useful tool in detecting who does what in potential
agroforestry plans. Careful examination of gender relations and women's roles provides
the necessary information from which to assess interests, needs, and barriers in
agroforestry production.

Utilizing the concepts of gender relations and gender identity within a human
ecological framework, the knowledge and values of women agroforesters can be identiSed
and analysed within a relevant context. Women's perceptions of their own tenure security
is one place to begin searching for the interests, needs and barriers in agroforestry
production.

Objectives

The objectives of this research were as follows:

1. Through analysis of relevant documentation and interview material, to document the
rights of women farmers to land and tree use and ownership, both customary and formal;
2. Through analysis of documentation and interview material, to identify other important
social variables that have an impact on women's agroforestry production;

3. To explore how knowledgable women actually are about their rights to land and trees
as reflected in the statements of women farmers;

4. To determine the priorities, values and social meanings women ascribe to their
perceived rights to trees and land from life history accounts; and,

5. To analyse life history, non-participant observation, and interview data to identify

relationships between women's perceived social reality and agroforestry production
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behaviours and resource management.
Rationale and Significance of the Study

The insights gained from this study are of both scholarly and practical value. While
knowledge of how perceptions and beliefs shape community life is of theoretical interest
to social scientists, the practical applications of the findings of this study are useful to
administrators, planners and agroforestry extensions staff interested in reforestation and
agroforestry production initiatives. Social scientists, development workers and
government agencies concerned with alleviating poverty and oppression in rural African
communities, particularly as they affect women and children, will also find value in this
study.

As noted in the introduction, agroforestry is considered to be a promising
approach to solving problems of environmental deterioration, resource shortages, and land
use. However, without a detailed knowledge base of the social issues affecting individual
and household behaviour related to agroforestry production, the adoption of agroforestry
programs and the ensuing success of those programs may be at risk. Changing marriage
and divorce patterns, unstable economic and political conditions, and other factors have
contributed to the increasing numbers of female headed households in contemporary
Afiica (Horn, 1994; Lauras-Lecoh, 1990). Women not only must continue to produce
food and other necessities for their families, they must generate income and tend to the
jobs previously done by men (Fortmann and Rocheleau, 1985). Women's access to and
control of resources at the household and community levels, as well as how they perceive

access and control inevitably will affect how work is prioritized, what work is undertaken,
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and how the benefits of work are utilized. Who utilizes the benefits of women's labour is
also a critical issue in these decision making processes. Social and economic policies must
reflect these realities if they are to be effective in encouraging the adoption of sustainable
and equitable agroforestry practices.

Community educators and extension agents will find further practical value in the
information pertaining to women's perceptions of their rights and their actual guaranteed
rights as they relate to local education issues. In many cases, not having access to or
knowledge of institutionalized rights is paramount to not having those rights.

Setting of the Study: Kabale District, Uganda

The study was conducted in Kabale District, Uganda. Kabale District was chosen
because it is the site of an ICRAF/AFRENA research field office. The activities of the field
office are reviewed later in this chapter.

Uganda is a land locked country surrounded by Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Zaire
and Sudan. It covers a span of 241,038 square kilometers, 17% of which is made up of
lakes, rivers and marshes, including half of Lake Victoria. The vegetation is diverse and
varies from savannah to tropical rainforest. The ethnic composition is equally diverse, with
over 40 distinct tribal groups. Uganda is one of the least urbanized African countries, with
close to 90% of its population residing in the rural areas (Barton and Wamai, 1994).

Political History

After gaining independence from the British in 1962, Uganda’s political climate

became characterized by dictators and violence. The first elected government of Milton

Obote was overthrown by the military, under the direction of the Minister of Defense Idi
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Amin, in 1971. More than 800,000 people, many of them from the educated elite, were
murdered under the rule of Amin. During this political era, the Asian population was
expelled from Uganda, and the economic ba:e reverted from one of export production to
an economy reliant upon subsistence agriculture.

In the midst of a war with Tanzania, Amin was ousted from office, and the
government was again taken over by Milton Obote. The suceeding period, known as
Obote II (1980-1986), is now considered to have been bloodier and more despotic than
the Amin years. Political murders, corruption and economic decay typical of the Amin
regime continued. The National Resistance Movement (NRM), headed by the current
Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni, overthrew the Obote II government in January of
1986. Lateef (1995) characterizes Uganda at this point as;

...a nation shattered by years of gross misrule, civil war, political instability, and

ethnic and religious strife. The economy was characterized by high inflation and

intense balance of payment pressures resulting from severe macro-economic
imbalances. A once impressive economic and social infrastructure lay

devastated by war and lack of maintenance. Farms and industrial enterprises lay

abandoned as farmers, workers and managers fled in search of safety... (p. 20).
Since 1986, the internal security situation has greatly improved, especially in the central
and southwest regions of Uganda (Barton and Wamai, 1994 ). However, inflation and

unemployment continued to plague Uganda. In 1987, the NRM government signed
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economic structural adjustment agreements? with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank in an effort to stabilize the economy. Economic growth in the last
nine years has been dramatic, but wealth is not always distributed evenly, and there is
growing evidence that a large segment of the population are at or below the subsistence
level (Barton and Wamai, 1994; Obbo, 1991). Due to the subsistence nature of the
economy, and the associated lack of internal tax revenue, Uganda is still highly dependent
on external funding sources. A new constitution was adopted in October, 1995 and an
election in May of 1996 re-elected Yoweri Museveni to the presidency.

Uganda is divided into a number of administrative regions, termed districts. The
districts are further sub-divided into counties and sub-counties. Within the sub-counties
are parishes that usually consist of a main village and the surrounding farms. The village is
the smallest administrative unit of the current system of governance.

Resistance Councils (RCs) were introduced by the NRM in an effort to br.ng
popular and participatory democracy to the country. The RC system operates through
elected committees and councils at village, parish, sub-county, county and district levels.
Each RC has nine members responsible for issues such as health, gender, children, and
defence. Every council must have a female member in the position of Secretary for
Women. The RC is responsible to identify local problems and development needs, and find

solutions for these needs. The village and parish level RCs are also the first rung of appeal

2

Structural adjustment programs (SAPs) are defined as “...the sustained pursuit of a
programme of policy reforms that is designed to reduce economic and financial imbalances
arising from domestic or external shocks and to address policy deficiencies that are
impeding progress towards accelerated economic growth.” (Lateef, 1995; 20).
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for legal issues such as land disputes and family disturbances. If the dispute cannot be
resolved at these levels, then it moves up into a higher level RC.
Kabale District

Prior to 1990, when district boundaries were redefined, the districts of Kisoro,
Kabale and Rukungiri comprised one district of Kigezi. Kigezi was the last district to
come under British rule, in 1912. The first Europeans settled in the area in 1891, and the
civil administration headquarters were moved to the present district capital town of Kabale
in 1914 (Purseglove, 1946). The current district spans approximately 1, 827 square
kilometres of land, of which 1, 680 square kilometres are arable. Kabale District has three
counties and one municipality. Kabale town acts as the administrative centre for the
district, as well as a major employment and trading centre.

Kabale District lies in the extreme southwest corner of Uganda, in the foothills of
the Virunga Mountain chain (see Figures 4.1 and 4.2.) It is a rolling, mountainous region
of lush, green vegetation, with annual rainfall averages of 1000 to 1500 mm. The altitude
of the region varies from 1500 to 2700 m above sea level. The mean annual temperature
is 17 degrees C, with a mean minimum of 14 degrees C, and a mean maximum
temperature of 22 degrees C. It is usually cool and humid with heavy fog in the morning.
Prior to deforestation of the region for agricultural purposes, the hills were heavily
blanketed with bamboo and tropical rainforest vegetation. The soils are volcanic in origin,
and extremely fertile. The treeless hillsides are a patchwork of small, terraced plots, used
primarily for subsistence production.

The staple crop grown in the district is sorghum, and other main crops include
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Figure 4.1. Map of Uganda.

Figure 4.2. Kabale
District, southwest
Uganda.
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sweet potatoes, Irish potatoes, climbing beans, peas and maize (Kabale Department of
Lands and Survey, n/d). Plantain bananas and garden vegetables are often grown together
in household gardens. Most of the land is under small scale cultivation for household
consumption and petty trading use. Much of the swampy valley lands have been drained
for either cultivation or dairy production. A few well-to-do farmers keep dairy cattle for
commercial production (Place, 1994).
mographi

The population density of the district is estimated at 246.1 persons per square
kilometre (Statistics Department, Uganda Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning,
1992). Dense population is not a new phenomenon for the area, however, it has
intensified during recent years. According to Purseglove (1946), in 1943, the population
density of all of Kigezi was 359.8 people per square mile (138.9 people per square
kilometre). A resettlement scheme initiated in 1946 relocated communities to nearby, less
densely populated areas, temporarily helping to alleviate the pressure. The population in
the District continued to grow. The average annual population growth rate for the period
1980 to 1991 was 2.17 percent (Statistics Department, Uganda Ministry of Finance and
Economic Planning, 1992), indicating that the population pressure in the district is likely
to continue increasing in the future.

According to the 1991 housing and population census, the total population for
Kabale District is 417, 218 persons. Of these, 204, 271 are rural females. The rural
females account for 49 percent of the total rural population. The population éyramid for

the district is very broad based, with 59 percent of the female populatién between 0 and
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19 years of age. Thirty three percent of households are female headed, and the average
family size is 5.0 persons, with an average birth rate of 6.5 children per woman.

Eighty five percent of households in the district are engaged in full-time
agriculture. Of this segment, 84.6% are dependent on subsis. *1ce agriculture as the
primary source of livelihood. Eighty five percent of the able bodied population in Kabale
are agricultural workers (Kabale Department of Lands and Survey, n/d). This figure is an
aggregated estimate. Since Bakiga women’s cultural role includes producing food for the
family, the figure ior women is likely higher.

Itural Con

The dominant cultural group in the area are the Bakiga. The Bakiga are a Bantu
group, thought to have originated from what is present day Rwanda (Nzita and Mbaga-
Niwampa, 1995; Purseglove, 1946). They are characterised in much of the literature as
being a hard werking, industrious, conservative, and suspicious people ( Clayton, 1993;
Kigula, 1993; Nzita and Mbaga-Niwampa, 1995; Purseglove, 1946). They speak Kukiga,
a Bantu family language. The literature on Bakiga culture and social norms is scant and
lacking in detail, but some generalities have been stated by authors.

Traditionally, the Bakiga were organised into clans. Each clan had several
patrilineages, with each lineage having a head, the Omukuru w'omuryango (Nzita and
Mbaga-Niwampa, 1995).

The Bakiga are a polygamous society. In the past, the number of wives any man
could have was only limited by the number of wives he could afford. The more wives a

man had, tke greater was his security; therefore, it was not uncommon for a senior Bakiga
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man to have as many as eight to ten wives (Kigula, 1993). The basic social unit was the
xtended family, thus the Bakiga highly valued a large family for purposes of security of
the lives and property of its members.

In acquiring new wives, the man was expected to pay a brideprice and he had to
provide a plot of land for each woman. Each new wife received her own share of land and
was responsible for her own household. Co-wives lived together within the same
stcckaded compound, with individual households for each wife and her children. Today,
co-wives may share a household, but this is uncommon and usually is due to poverty and a
general lack of resources (Kaloni, 1995). Most co-wives maintain their own residences
and do not share any resources with one another. The literature on Bakiga culture states
that in the past, successive wives received smaller portions of the existing wives share of
land. For example, a second wife will receive a émaller portion of that held by the first
wife, a third wife will receive a small parcel from the lands of both the first and second
wives, and so on with each new wife receiving increasingly smaller parcels. It is a common
perception within Kabale District that this practice still occurs (Guinand, 1995). However,
interviews in Kabale district and a review of court files indicate that "senior" wives will not
typically tolerate having their land taken from them and given to another woman. Rather,
the husband is responsible for finding new land for the new wife.

Bakiga marriage involves payment of a bridewealth to the bride's father. In the
past, the marriage would be arranged between the fathers or uncles of the bride and
groom, on their behalf. The brideprice agreed on depended upon the wealth of both

families, and consisted of cows, goats and digging hoes.
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In contemporary times, marriages are now willfully arranged by the bride and
groom on their own behalf. Bridewealth is still commonly paid, and is ofien in the form of
cows, goats and a sum of money. It is considered bad luck to sell the cows acquired from
bridewealth, but families may use the bridewealth from a daughter to pay the bridewealth
for a son. In cases where the woman's parents have died, bridewealth is not paid. If a
couple are residing together, but no formal marriage has taken place, the man must pay the
bridewealth to the woman's parents if she dies before they marry (Karwemera, 1996). The
practice of polygamy still occurs, but is becoming much less common due to the influence
of Christian religions, westernization, and lack of land and resources.

Divorce was a common occurrence in traditional society (Nzita and Mbaga-
Niwampa, 1995). Husbands or wives could approach the village elders for a divorce. If the
disagreement could not be resolved, the divorce was allowed. Usually, the bridewealth had
to be returned upon divorce. The wife was permitted to remarry, but she would fetch less
bridewealth the second time. Contemporary marriages that end in divorce, especially those
in remote rural areas, may require a return of the bridewealth to the groom. Although it is
not widespread, this practice still acts as a potential barrier to women seeking to escape a
bad marriage (Mubiru, 1995).

Bakiga women are the caregivers of their society, and as such, are responsible for
the care and upbringing of the family, including food production. In contemporary times,
the responsibility for generating school fees often falls on the women. In Kabale District,
60% of rural women are illiterate (compared with 40% of the rural men). As one may

expect, the percentage of illiteracy increases with age. For the 10-19 age cohort, 47% are
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illiterate. The 20-39 age group are 54% illiterate, while the 40 to 64 bracket are 87%
illiterate. The largest group of illiterate women are the 65 and older cohort, with a 98%
illiteracy rate (compared to 82% for males of :he same age group) (Ministry of Finance
and Economic Planning, Uganda, 1992) . Clearly, primary education for girls is still an
unmet need in the region.

Agroforestry in Kabale District

The Bakiga are intensive agriculturalists with a history of shifting cultivation in the
area. Goats, sheep and chickens are commonly kept, and many of the wealthier
households also keep a few cows. The established land practices, coupled with
overpopulation has lead to intense land pressure, increasing plot fragmentation, cultivation
of very steep slopes (some as steep as 50 degrees), and reduction in the use of fallow. As
a result, there is a grave concern in the area about declining soil fertility and increasing
erosion having an impact on crop yields and the future productive capacity of the land
(Olson, 1995). Since 1987, the International Centre for Research in Agroforestry
(ICRAF), in conjunction with the Agroforestry Research Networks for Africa (AFRENA),
have been working to promote and develop agroforestry in Kabale as a potential solution
to the land degradation problems.

Aside from the karutusi (Fucalytpus sp.) woodlots that dot the hillsides,
deforestation for agricultural production has resulted in a virtually treeless landscape.
Karutusi is an exotic species, first introduced during colonial times by the British Colonial
Agricultural Officers. Karutusi as a timber crop has become the most widely desired

species for planting (Peden, 1992), replacing the black wattle (4cacia mearnsii), which
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was once the most common tree species planted by villagers (Purseglove, 1946). Most of
the indigenous forest species have disappeared, and there is now a chronic fuelwood and
timber shortage. According to Peden (1995), there is a 40% deficit in fuelwood
production in the area, and over 90% of the wood used by villagers is from karutusi
woodlots. Thus, increasing fuelwood and food crop yields are also primary goals of the
agroforestry programs. Since 1990, ICRAF/AFRENA Uganda have been distributing
multipurpose tree seedlings to farmers and women’s groups in Kabale in an effort to
encourage tree planting and agroforestry practices. A follow up study of the success of
these seedlings was being undertaken by ICRAF scientists during the data collection
period of this study.

Although Bakiga women have always been the primary agricultural workers, it
was less common for them to plant trees. In 1989, in an atterrpt to encourage women to
start planting trees, the Ugandan Minister of Environmentai Protection stated that it is a
right of women to plant trees. Since that time, many women’s groups in Kabale have
approached the ICRAF/AFRENA project for assistance in establishing and maintaining
nurseries (Peden, 1992). The groups were met with initial challenges of lack of skills to
run a nursery, and gender constraints to tree planting. Community men, whose traditional
land tenure and feelings of dominance were threatened by the women’s activities,
uprooted seedlings and grazed their animals on them (Kemerwa et. al., 1994). To
overcome this barrier, men were welcomed into the groups, and the Two Wings
agroforestry groups were formed. Since that time, the women’s agroforestry efforts have

flourished. Many of the groups have increased their cash income and their supplies of
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fuelwood, fodder, fruit, stakes for climbing beans, vegetables, and herbs, and have
improved their farming skills. “They have gained self-confidence, improved their planning
and management skills, and even learned that they have legal rights. Agroforestry has
opened doors to a wide range of development projects” (Kemerwa, et. al., 1994; 16).
While most rural women in Kabale District are farmers, most are not members of
Two Wings groups. Thus, it is important to gain an understanding of the issues affecting
average village women in their daily activities. The decisions that a woman farmer makes
regarding the land determine what is grown, when it is grown, and how it is grown. Thus,
an exploration of women's decision making power over land use, and the factors that
impact on the decision making process, is a vital step in understanding the entire farming

system and its links to the surrounding meso and macro sy tems.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Anthropologists and sociologists have documented how gender determiried
divisions of labour and access to resources operate and differ in various cultures and
locales. Ecofeminists have articulated the link between gender and the environment
through women’s roles in work, family and community. Time use studies documenting
women’s work in southern nations clearly show the strong relationship between women’s
contributions and the survival of rural indigenous communities.

These studies indicate that knowledge of the gender based differences in work,
access to resources, preference of resources, knowledge base, and social and economic
constraints to farming are essential if a meaningful understanding of rural farming systems
is to be gained. As well, women's access to income, decision making authority and
spending patterns are important indicators in understanding household structure and
dynamics. For example, studies have shown that women and men do not exercise the same
amount of control over income expenditure, nor do they make similar decisions in how to
allocate household resources (Chimedza, 1990; World Health Organization, 1990). All of
these factors are strongly influenced not only by one's gender, but by race, ethnicity, social
class, status, cultural background, life history and social history.

There are strong indications that in the translation of academic knowledge to
practical action, important information is being lost. Farming systems research and
extension (FSR/E) in developing southern nations often excludes women and does not

account for their importance in rural farming systems (Chimedza, 1990; Fortmann, 1986;
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Fortmann and Rocheleau, 1985).

Women are often the primary users of agroforestry products, conserve and use
much of the traditional knowledge of farming practices, and act informally to manage
communal natural resources. In addition, women are the primary caregivers of their
children and responsible to provide and prepare most of the family's food. In areas where
male out-migration is high, women are also doing traditionally male defined agricultural
jobs (Fortmann and Rocheleau, 1985). "As the primary food producers of the world,
women are closely linked to the land. As the fuel gatherers and household cooks, they are
linked to the forests. As the universal water carriers, they are linked to aquatic resources"
(Davidson, 1993; 6). It is with this perspective in mind that the relevant literature is
reviewed.

Agroforestry Systems

Agroforestry is a land use system in which agronomic, animal and tree crops are
raised on the same parcel of land, either in sequence or simultaneously. The crops can be
indigenous or imported species and planted or naturally occurring growth. In tropical
southern nations, where agroforestry practices originated, farming is typically small scale
and subsistence oriented (Woods and Ostermeier, 1985). The traditional method of
agroforestry farming involves clearing a small area within a forest by cutting and burning.
The land is cultivated until the soil is depleted of nutrients. The farmer then clears another
area for planting, leaving the former plot to reforest naturally. Called slash and burn or
shifting agriculture, a plot of land would be left to rejuvenate for 15 to 20 years. This

practice provides maximum production per unit of land, and is ecologically sustainable
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providing that the fallow periods are long enough to allow the soil to rejuvenate (Woods
and Ostermeier, 1985). Although population expansion, economic crisis and the shift to a
market economy in the developing world has caused many shifting cultivators to adopt
other farming practices, it is still a widely used technique. According to Fortmann (1986)
slash and burn agriculture is practiced by 300 million people on nearly half of the
agricultural land in the tropics. Other types of agroforestry commonly employed in
developing nations include alley cropping, contour vegetation strips, natural forest
foraging, living fences around home sites and crops, and home gardens combining trees
with plants (Nair, 1992; Rocheleau, Weber, & Field-Juma, 1988).

Agricultural communities often also depend upon forests. Resources derived from
forests include food, animal fodder, fuel wood, canopy shelter, fertilizers, medicinal herbs
and plants, fibre for handicrafts and weaving, wood for artisan work and other necessities
related to economic, social, and cultural life (Fortmann, 1986). As noted in the
introduction, the Bakiga are intensive agriculturalists with a history of practicing shifting
cultivation. However, few farmers have enough land to practice proper fallow methods so
this technique is no longer practical. Aside from the intentionally planted woodlots, tree
planting is restricted to home gardens and field boundaries. As such, there is no other
recognizable traditional systems of agroforestry practiced in the area (Place, 1993).

Land and Tree Tenure: Definitions and Issues

Issues of tenure largely focus on long term access and ownership of land and trees.

As pointed out by Fortmann and Bruce (1988), having control of a parcel of land does not

necessarily mean that one controls the tree resources growing on the land. Rights can be
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highly specialized and complicate¢ with particufar rules applying to specific tree species
or parts of trees.

Factors influencing the nature of tenure in a particular African community include
farm size and layout, inheritance customs, and gender. Long term investments by small
scale farmers in land (including the planting of trees) are more common when the farmer
owns larger parcels of land (Brokensha & Castro, 1984; Scherr & Oduol, 1988) and the
parcels are closer to the house (Place, 1994). Other farm characteristics influencing tree
planting behaviour are variat-le and location specific.

The most common method of land acquisition in sub-Saharan Africa is inheritance.
Land is typically passed from male to male; however, the descent pattern can be either
matrilineal or patrilineal. Matrilineal systems, which pass land to males following the
mother’s family tree, is thought to create a disincentive for men to invest in land (Place,
1994). Either pattern creates long term insecurity for women, who typically farm the land
ultimately owned by their husbands, in-laws, or fathers. In the event of a death or divorce,
women can and often do lose all claim and access to the land they have worked
(Rocheleau, 1988).

Women in sub-Saharan Africa lack secure rights to resources and are typically
granted only secondary rights as a wife, regardless of who invests the most labour
(Fortmann & Rocheleau, 1985; Rocheleau, 1988). Work by Caveness et. al. (1993) in
Senegal indicates that land ownership and availability of labour are the two most
significant factors contributing to a sense of security for farmers, and hence, adoption of

agroforestry practices. Increasing incidence of separation, divorce or abandonment of

35



women are also factors discouraging women from investing in trees and agroforestry
plots. Studies by Watson (1994) and Jacobs (1993) show that if there is a risk of losing
access to trees and the resources produced from trees, women are less likely to plant
them. A study by Francis (1987), however, concluded that Nigerian women’s lack of
labour resources is more influential in impeding alley cropping adoption than is insecure
land tenure.

Insecure tenure discourages investment of time and labour (Place, 1994),
however, there is a body of literature indicating that farmers may plant trees with the
purpose of strengthening tenure rights to land parcels under insecure ownership
arrangements such as tenancy or communal plots (Fortmann & Bruce, 1988). This activity
is typically done by men, as women usually lack the social power or presence to assert a
claim (Place, 1994).

Tanzanian women suffer several social constraints to tree planting. These include
needing their husbands’ permission to plant trees, lack of tenure rights, little involvment in
land use decision making processess, and lack of control over their own time and labour
(Ghamunga and Msangula, 1993). A similar situation exists in Burundi, where a woman
must have ownership, as well as access to land, in order to plant and manage trees.
However, women have no principal right to claim land and are excluded from succession
(Guinand and Hitimana, 1994).

In Kabale District, land tenure is predominantly customary (75% of arable land).
Slightly more than two percent (2.4%) of arable land is estimated to be held as freehold,

while the remaining 22.6% is leaseheld land (Kabale Depariment of Lands and Survey,
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n/d). Farmers may apply for legal titles to customarily held land, however, due to the
bureaucratic process of doing this, and the costs involved, few farmers ever apply
(Guinand, 1995). Land is traditionally passed from father to son, or through the
patrilineage (Kemerwa, 1994; Purseglove, 1946). Women have the legal right to own land
as the only titleholder. According to Place (1993) women do not usually receive land
through inheritance, and women’s rights to land are derived almost exclusively through
the rights and entitlements of their husbands’. Widows and their children are entitled to
remain living on and cultivating the land alotted to them by their husbands. The Intestate
Succession Law states that 25% of land be given to the widow, while 75% passes to the
couple’s children. Legally, the family are protected in their claim to the land following an
intestate death (Place, 1993). There are data about the land ownership status of the
members of some of the Two Wings agroforestry groups. In the sample interviewed by
Guinand (1995), 15% of the women own some or all of the land they cultivate. The
husband or another family member own the land in 75% of households. Of this sample,
22% are de jure female headed households, 24% are de facto female headed households,
while the remaining 47% are male headed households. Eighty six percent of the women
cultivate customarily owned land, and only four percent is leaseheld. Data of this sort are
not available for the female population of Kabale District as a whole, nor could any
written material be located about tree tenure systems.
Women in Agriculture and Forestry in Developing Southern Nations

The literature about women's involvement in various farming activities is

incomplete and occasionally contradictory. However, it can still be said with confidence

37



that women play a large role both directly and indirectly in farming systems in developing
countries (Feldstein, et. al., 1989). Fortmann and Rocheleau (1985) report that women
comprise 17.5% (Central and South America) and 46.2% (Sub-Saharan Africa) of the
agricultural labour force. In Latin American countries, census data reports between three
and eleven percent participation of women in the agricultural labour force. However,
according to Davidson (1993) the bulk of the world’s food supply is produced by women.
The collection and transport of fuel wood for heat and cooking is solely and universally
women's work (Bryceson & Howe, 1993), as is the collection of fibres for handicrafts,
cloth weaving and dye stuffs. Women use forests and agroforestry plots to obtain food,
fodder, medicinal plants and herbs, and materials for religious purposes. Studies also
show that women's uses differ from those of men. Getting water for irrigation, human and
animal uses is also typically the women's responsibility. While men are involved in the
commercial benefits of agriculture and forestry, the indirect and non-commercial benefits
are often utilized primarily by women (Fortmann and Rocheleau, 1985). This fact may
explain the low statistical numbers reported in census data; however, other explanations
such as changing work roles and social definitions of what comprises agricultural work
may also contribute. |

"z & study on women's roles in agriculture in Peru, Deere (1987) found that while
Peruvian census data matched that of other Latin American countries, the actual workload
of Peruvian farm women indicates much higher rates of involvement. Deere attributes
these differences primarily to changing census definitions and faulty conceptual categories

for measuring women's work.
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Deere also found that women's agricultural participation directly v« «ndes upon
class and the class position of the household within the process of social differentiation. In
Peru, poorer peasant women participated in familial agricultural activities more frequently
than wealthier women. The tendency for poor women to participate in agricultural
activities is linked to rural poverty and the social importance of agriculture. As peasants
lose access t¢ land and agriculture becomes less important, agriculture becomes less of a
male activity. As men cepend more heavily on off-farm employment to generate income,
the responsibility of subsistence agriculture shifts to the family, particularly the woman. In
areas of Africa where male migration is high, women have also taken on previously male
oriented employment in agroforestry projects (Fortmann and Rocheleau, 1985). Thus, it
is reasonable to assume that women have potential for significant influence over areas of
resource conservation, as they are the people most directly affected by having to go
farther to find water, fuel, food and fodder.

In Uganda, women do most of the agricultural work, including planting, digging,
weeding and harvesting. Women are responsible for finding firewood, fetching water,
preparing the meals, and caring for the children. Tree planting, once the domain of men,
has also begun to be done by women (Kemerwa, et. al., 1994; Peden, 1992). Several
studies indicate that the average Ugandan woman spends 15-18 hours per day working to

meet the needs of her family (Nalwanga-Sebina and Natukunda, 1988; Costigan et. al.,

1990).

Women's Indigenous Knowledge

Ecofeminism has produced ideas about the role of women in environmental
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conservation and the relationship between women and nature that may be useful to
agroforestry research in developing countries. Through the process of deconstructing
existing knowledge and recognizing alternative sources of information, ecofeminism has
created new perspectives on women’s knowledge and new approaches to understanding
women’s lived realities. Feminine epistemology is not only knowledge. It is a way of
knowing, of organizing the knowledge system, of teaching and communicating this
knowledge. It is a function not only of knowing, but language structure, use and
understanding (Cashman, 1991). Techne (embodied, concrete knowledge) and episteme
(disembodied, abstract knowledge) represent only two possible means of knowing (Apffel-
Marglin, 1992). "I am convinced that there are ways of thinking that we don't know about.
I take those words to mean that many women are even now thinking in ways which
traditional intellection denies, decries, or is unable to grasp" (Cashman, 1991; 56). While
many forms of ecofeminism are acknowledged to exist, only those ideas focusing on
diversity, connectedness and alternative forms of knowledge about the environment will be
presented and utilized. These forms were chosen as they are compatible with a human
ecological framework, are directly relevant to the research question, and may assist in
identifying unique knowledge and practices that may otherwise be overlooked.

Through ecofeminist analysis of women's roles, the existence of an essential link
between women, their work, the social reproduction of rural households and the long term
viability of the resource base upon which household production depends has been
recognized (Dankelman and Davidson, 1988; Sontheimer, 1991). According to Sachs

(1992), women's indigenous knowledge and their grassroots participation work to ensure
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the survival of families and villages.

In many places, women have promoted biodiversity and health through indigenous
seed selection and forest conservation practices (Sachs, 1992). In other locales, women
contribute to the degradation of biosystems through activities oriented towards attaining
the resources needed to provide for a family (Collins, 1987). These resources, such as
fuelwood and water, are no longer readily available due to changes in economic
structures and land use. Ecofeminists have defined sustainablility as "...the success of
processes of social reproduction. It refers, in other words, to how people living in a
particular locale manage resources both in order to maintain themselves on a daily basis
and to ensure that they have what they need as they move from one annual cycle to the
next and from one generation to another" (Collins, 1991; 33).

Women's indigenous or traditional knowledge is pivotal in developing an
ecofeminist approach. The world view of many groups of indigenous African women
includes the belief that humans exist in conjunction with nature, not opposed to or above it
(Cashman, 1991). Since the self is a continuous part of the environmental network, it is
human nature to work with the environment, rather than conquering it. Likewise, an
exploration of tenure knowledge can contribute to this body of understanding, as the
notion of property itself may respresent a link between the material and the ideological
aspects of life (Hirschon, 1984).

No literature addressing women’s knowledge or worldview in Uganda could be
located; however, is has been recorded that property has been traditionally owned by men.

Women can legally own property, but their notions of what it means to own property have
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not been explored.
Female Headed Households: Resource Use and Management

Research into the human dimension of farming systems has lead to an interest in
household structure and function. Most census questions and survey research treat the
household and the family as separate units, with family loosely defined as a social
structure composed of people bound together through ties of kinship, marriage and
parenthood. The household is considered to be a residential unit with concretely defined
boundaries. Household members are those co-residing together for purposes of
production, reproduction, socialization and consumption (Moser, 1993). These
assumptions have lead to the stereotype that the household is the fundamental socio-
economic unit, comprised of the family living and working together (Moser, 1993).

Although families and households may overlap in some societies, particularly those
that are Western and urban, in others they do not. Wide variations in marriage and kinship
systems influence residential and conjugal arrangements. These vary both spatially and
tem rorally Internal factors relating to the nature of the marital contract, patterns of
inheriiunce and the different stages of expansion, consolidation and contraction in the
family life cycle influence them. In addition, a diversity of external socio-economic and
political factors are also impcstant (Moser, 1993; 19).

There are several working models of households in the literature. Martin and
Beittel (1987) define the household as the primary unit responsible for reproducing the
labour force. The continuity of the labour force is ensured within the household through

the function of the household to organize the consumption of collective resources. This
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unit may be related to family composition, kinship structures or co-resident dwelling
groups, however it is different from these structures. Therefore, the household does not
identify with them. This definition accounts for non-family household n ‘tibers and
exchange relationships, but underestimates the familial content of socialization,
nurturance, and security found in many households. As well, intra-household
discrepancies in allocation of resources and decision making power are not apparent in this
model. A comparison of male and female spending patterns show that men will spend a
greater proportion of income on personal expenses, while women will direct the majority
of income into family and household expenses (Chimedza, 1990) In most households
where a male is present, the male exercises dominant control over household income,
regardless of which household member earns the most (World Health Organization, 1990).
Research by Rogers (1993) shows that household structure, function and income levels
are directly influenced by land tenure patterns. In turn, consumption patterns are directly
affected by income. Martin and Beittel do suggest, however, that one criteria to be used to
distinguish household types is by collection of data of how households pool income in
order to reproduce themselves.

Engberg, et. al., (1994) propose an ecosystem model of the household in
consideration with market and non-market production. The "whole" economy is
considered as interacting with the household to produce gender relations. Since household
composition changes over the course f the family !fe cycle and yearly labour seasons and
individual households, Engberg et. al. call for ite 2ad time specific data collection. This

model is focused on economic activities thereby ignoring the other, often more important
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social functions of households. Also lacking in Engberg et. al.’s model is an account of
the socio-historical factors in the formation of household structure and dynamics.

Feldstein (1986) offers a useful view of the kousehold as a system in which
resources are allocated between individuals. Goals, benefits and resources may be equally
or inequally shared by individuals. Alternately, some goals, benefits, and resources are
independent to members, or cause conflict. F " 2 this model, it is the task of the
researcher to uncover specific goals, resource., ..ud benefits of the household, how they
are shared, how they differ individually and who has control of what.

A history of household formation in southern Africa has been reported by Martin
and Beittel (1987, 221-22):

[FJirst, the structural integument of the pre-colonial community failed to

survive...Second, new relationships to the broader political economy were

constructed... This happened not simply through the addition of a new layer

of colonial authority, but through the remoulding by these new local powers of

pre-existing chieftaincies and the creation in many instances of new chiefs.

At the heart of all these processes was the fitful emergence of a smaller

social group-a smaller set of social relationships which we call the household.

As an organizing node of these new colonial relationships, the household became

responsible for producing the labour force...Household formation in the midst of

these broad-scale processes of the incorporation of pre-capitalist people was

hardly homogenous or linear. Certainly, different pre-colonial social and political

structures, and different patterns of resistance, played a great role in shaping the
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divergent outcomes across the region.

Following from the hypothesis that historical influences have produced new forms
of culturally determined household structures with different goals in mind, Clay and
Magnani (1987) conclude that the variations in farming systems found in small, relatively
homogenous countries are largely the result of variations in the human ecology of the
region caused by numerous potential factors. Data based studies show that the
agroforestry activities of female headed households will vary within a village (see Watson,
1994). Likewise, Moser (1993) states that there is considerable variety in the economic
status of female headed households based upon the marital status of the woman, the
social context of female headship, access to land and resources, and the composition of
the household. Women with access to the income of a migrant worker may be in a better
situation than a woman with a husband at home. Unmarried mothers, widows and
diverced women all may be subject to varying social sanctions or resource restrictions.
Women and men do not relate to the household economy in the same way, nor can
households be conceptually separated from the extended family (Engberg, et. al., 1994).
Absent members of the immediate family do not necessarily exist related to but distinctly
outside of the household boundaries. Resource flow and exchanges between family
members occur that impact heavily upon the household, particularly in cases of migrant
husband and child workers, or widows dependent on their husband's family.

In Kabale District, there are increasing numbers of female headed households.
Thirty three percent of all rural households are headed by women. Eighty four percent of

all female headed households in the district are dependent upon subsistence farming as the
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main source of livilhood (Uganda Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, 1992). The
absence of adult men has had an impact on the amount of labour available and also on the
capacity of the household to conduct non agricultural activities. According to Olson
(1995), particular male responsibilities, such as purchasing of land, defending land
boundaries, and home and fence construction are not easily performed by women. As well,
female headed households in Kabale are the poorest in terms of agricultural production,
amount of land and animals, and income earned (Olson, 1995)

As is shown by the extant research and literature, women’s agroforestry behaviour
is influenced by a variety of factors. Women are important participants in agro‘orestry
farming, both on a subsistence and a commercial scale. Likewise, the welfare of the
household is largely dependent upon the work of women. However, access to and control
over resources do not always reflect these realities. In rural Kabale, many female headed
households must cope with the responsibilities of producing food, clothing and educating
the children, and generating income. How women are doing this, and what issues they face
that may impact on how they achieve their goals, is not currently well understood. It is

with these issues in mind that this study was designed.
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CHAPTER ITI
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND METHODS
The purpose of this study was to examine the social factors affecting women's
agroforestry resource production and use in Kabale, Uganda. These factors were identified
through a two phase study. The methodology underlying these processes was qualitative
grounded theory. In the first phase, a series of individual discussions were held with
women farmers and other community members to identify relevant issues. During the
second half of the study, deta. il "istories and stories were collected from five local
village women. A number of data collection methods were used in this approach in order
to produce a holistic profile of individuals and households in the study area, including non-
participant observation, open ended and focused interviewing, farm walks and life history
interviews. Content analysis of available documents and a review of the secondary data
were also valuable sources of information. The study was conducted over a period of six
months, from August 1995 to February 1996.
Methodology : Qualitative Grounded Theory
Qualitative research is defined as research findings arrived at through means not
employing statistics or other types of quantification (Strauss and Corbin, 1990). While the
data may be quantified, the analysis is not. The ultimate goal of this approach is to
discover the social world as it exists in reality (Layder, 1993). This can best be achieved
by first hand observations and participation in natural settings. One approach to qualitative
methcdology, and the one employed in this thesis, was grounded theory.

Grounded theory is an inductive approach to knowledge construction developed
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by sociologists B. Glaser and A. Strauss (Strauss and Corbin, 1990) in which the theory
emerges from the data. Unlike positivistic theory testing endeavours that start with a
theory and collect data with tie intention of supporting or disproving it, the grounded
theory study begins with a topic, a problem or an area of interest. The theory emerges
throughont the study as an interactive process of data collection and analysis. Two kinds
of theory, substantive and formal, are distinguished. Substantive theory applies to a
specific area of interest, such as women in development, mental health issues and so on.
Formal theory is broader in scope and relates to a formal area of sociological inquiry,
including age, gender, socialization, etc. The interest of this study was to develop strong
substantive theory which explores and identifies the issues impacting on women’s
agroforestry resource production and use.

Strauss and Corbin (1990) list four criteria for a well grounded theory: fit of the
theory to the research area, understanding of the theory by both the research subjects
and the researchers, generality of the theory to other, similar phenomenon or people, and
suggestions for control in regards to actions towards the phenomena studied, especially in
terms of change facilitation or social activism. Producing good substantive or formal
theory requires not only scientific rigour and control, but an element of creativity in
exploring and collecting unusual data. This element of creativity gives grounded theory its
appeal; it is not constrained by limiting the process to only using established methods of
data collection.

Methods

As stated, a number of qualitative techniques were utilized to collect the desired
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information.

Interviews with local women farmers, village members, and Resistance Council
members were conducted to generate information on local tenure systems, household
resource use and management, acquisition and control of property and income,
agricultural and forestry related activities of the women and their household members, and
the responsibilities and priorities of the women farmers. . general outline of issues and
questions was used during the interviews, however, it was trequently modified in order to
suit the flow of any particular discussion. The interview schedule ou. .ne can be found in
Appendix A. The interviews were conducted in Rukiga, through the use of an interpreter.
Simultaneous translation was done during the interview, and detailed field notes were
taken by the researcher. The interviews were also tape recorded, and the tapes were later
transcribed and translated into English. The transcriptions were compared to the field
notes to ensure compativility and consistency of the information.

Accessible law courts documents from the Kabale High Courts office pertaining
to women's land and tree tenure were reviewed and content analyzed to identify actual
rights of women farmers and the ‘egal criteria used to pass a judgement on land and tree
ownership. In particular, land dispute cases involving women were reviewed and the
criteria used to come to a decision in the cases were used to identify formal tenure systems
and legal attitudes towards women.

Interview and court documents material was supplemented with secondary data
from locally available documents and literature.

Life history “stories” were collected from five women from Butobere village. Over
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the course of several visits, the women w »re asked to talk about the major events in their
lives, and tell storics about themszlves or their community related to land, farming, trees,
and family. The same techniques were used to record the life stories as were used to
record the interviews.

With both the interview participants and the life history women, some rapid rural
appraisal (RRA) methods were employed to facilitate the collection of holistic data. Non-
participant observation and farm walks were uselu! in gathering information about daily
life that women may not have thought relevant enough to mention in an interview. Farm
walks, in particular, were a useful tool for inducing the women to talk freely about
themselves and their property. Often, seeing a particular field would jog a memory of an
incident that may have otherwise been forgotten.

Resource mapping, a technique in which participants are asked to “map” out
certain aspects of their lives, or important areas of their village, was attempted with some
of the women from two separate villages. Usually, resource mapping is done using paper
and pencil, stick and dirt, or whatever is available and appropriate. A group of research
participants are asked to produce a map, independent of any input from the researcher. In
this case, the technique was adapted to suit the individual interview situation, and women
were asked to draw out their household, village, fields, places of importance to them, and
where they may spend alot of time. Paper and coloured pens were provided for the
exercise. Of the 10 women asked to try this, not one was willing to draw the map on her
own. In both villages, the interpreter had to draw the map according to the woman’s

instructions, and usually the interpreter directed the woman as to what she should include.
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In one case, the participant’s husband directed the drawing of the map. The researcher
uncertain why this technique was unsuccessful with all participants, as some of the
participants are quite well educated and comfortable with paper and pen. Others are
illiterate. As well, neither interpreter was given instructions to assist in drawing the maps,
and no amount of training of the interpreters to explain the exercise to participants in
various ways seemed to have any effect on the situation. The resulting maps drawn by
each interpreter look remarkably alike. While the process itself was educational, the results
from this experiment are not considered useful, and are therefore not used in the analysis
of the study.

Local village women were hired to act as interpreters during the interv:. s process.
Residence in the village study site was one requirement of the interpreter, as it was
considered necessary to hire a local woman in order to facilitate accessing women
respondents in a timely manner. While living in a particular area does not necessarily give
one any “special” insight into the social character of the entire community, having a
familiarity of the local culture, social practices, and residents did make locating willing
respondents an easier task. As well, it was the opinion of the interpreters and village
women that the village women felt more comfortable and willing to talk to a woman they
already knew, rather than a stranger from another village. Other qualifications required by
the interpreters was having adequate literacy in both English and Rukiga, and possessing a
basic understzading of local farming practices. Both interpreters hired fit these

qualifications.
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Validity and Reliability of Qualitative Data

Validity and reliability take on different, but equally important characteristics in
qualitative research as compared to quantitative inquiry. The perspective held by the
researcher is that “the social world is an interpreted world, not a literal world” (Altheide
and Johnson, 1994; 486), and how knowledge is gathered and interpreted influences the
content of that knowledge. This includes issues of researcher bias in t*- collection and
analysis of information. Qualitative data that are considered both valid and reliable ::c an
accurate reflection/description of the realistic social situation or characteristic that they
claim to describe or explain (Hammersley, 1992). In the analysis of this study, the
interpretation of the respondents - the Bakiga women of Kabale - was sought and
presented.

Determining the validity of the data collected for this study was done primarily
through verification of the interview material (Spradley, 1979) Interview material was
verified by conducting multiple interviews with informants, asking similar questions in
several different ways and comparing the responses, and researcher observation of tasks
the women reported on. Purposive selection of informants by the researcher, particularly
for the life history segment of the study also helped to ensure validity of the data collected.

Reliability was established in part by the researcher learning as much as possible
about the context of the study and consistently reflecting on the situation and personal
biases and assumptions held by the researcher (Lincoln and Guba, 1986). The researcher
also periodically approached other researchers ia the area and local Ugandans to comment

on the data. Another method used to ensure reliability was by providing a detailed
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description of the study participants for comparative purposes with other similar studies,
and by comparing the data set to secondary sources gathered in the field.
Research Sample
Study Sites

The interviews were conducted in the villages of Kicumbi and Butobere. Both
villages are located within 10 kilometres of Kabale town, in the county of Kabale. The
villages were chosen based on their accessibility to the researcher, the prevalence of
subsistence level women farmers, and the potential for the researcher to access these
women farmers on a regular basis. The work b ‘gan in Kicumbi, but was discontinued early
in the study. Therefore, only the data from single visit interviews with elder women from
Kicumbi was used as historical context in the analysis. These interviews focused on
historical changes in the nature of farming, land acquisition, and issues affecting village
women. The case studies and interviews used for the thematic analysis were collected in
Butobere. There were two reasons for discontinuing the work in Kicumbi. 1.First, there is
a large Two Wings agroforestry group operating in Kicumbi. This group has had alot of
interaction with the ICRAF/AFRENA project in the past, and therefore have specialized
knowledge of agroforestry exceeding that of ‘average’ women. 2. Second, the interpreter
selected from the village was not satisfactory. She was a member of the Two Wings
group, and repeatedly selected study participants on the basis of her own interests.

The 1991 population of Butobere parish was estimated at 1, 726. Of this, 875
(52%) were female. Data on specific age cohorts for the village were not available;

however, statistics for the municipality county, of which Butobere is part, state that 30%

53



of the female population were between zero and nine years of age. Twenty five percent of
the female population were between the ages of 10 and 19, while another 32% were 20 to
39 years of age. Only 3.2% of the women in Butobere were over 65. Data on marital
status specific to Butobere was not available, however, for the entire district of Kabale,
72% of women 20 years of age and older were married, 12% were widowed, 11% had
never married and four percent were divorced or separated.

Study Participants

The study participants consisted of 32 women in total; twenty interviewees for the
thematic analysis portion of the study, five women from whom detailed life histories were
collected, and seven elders that were interviewed one time each about historical changes in
the nature of farming, land acquisition, and issues affecting village women. None of the
study participants were members of Two Wings groups during or prior to the study
period. Single interviews were also conducted with the Women’s Representative of the
Butobere Resistance Council (RCWR) and the director of the Uganda Women’s Tree
Planting Movement. The material from these interviews was included in the thematic
analysis.

The 20 interview participants were chosen through initial referrals from the
Butobere RCWR, members of the Butobere Women’s Development group, snowball
sampling, and random visits to farms. The RCWR was originally asked to identify ‘typical’
village £..mer women engaged in subsistence level farming. The five life history
paticipants were selected from the women interviewed during the first part of the study.

The criteria used to select these women included: 1. subsistence level farmer from one of

54



the three lowest socio-economic categories (described below); 2. considered to be
representative of a ‘typical’ village farmer, and; 3. willingness on the part of the woman to
participate. The elder women were chosen randomly, by simply visiting farms to see who
was home and willing to talk that day.

Ir rder to determine the representativeness of the sample (n=20), and for the
purposes of subsequent analysis, the women respondents were classified into wealth
categories using :he information gathered during the interview process. The wealth
categories used were those identified by women members of Two Wing agroforestry
groups in other village e district. These categories are described by Guinand (1995),
and a deta”’~d descripti. . each category can be found in Appendix B. Five categories,
identified by Kabale women, were utilized in this study. The categories are: 1. “these
people are nowhere-they have nothing”; 2. “people who don’t have soap”; 3. “the ones in
the middle”; 4. “the ones who have - the rich”, and; 5. the richest”.

Twenty women from Butobere vsere interviewed during the first phase of the
study. The breakdown of the number of women in each socio-economic category,
together with thei~ marital status is presented in Table 1 below.

The five life history participants are described below (see Table 2) in terms of their
marital and socio-economic status. An effort was made to include participants who were
as representative of the village as pos ‘ible. According to available data, the majority
(> 50%) of households fit into categories one, two and ttuee. No exact figure was
available during the study period. This estimate was arrived at by juxta positioning the

census data for household size, education and occupational levels on t¢ the categories
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Table 1. Marital and Socio-economic Status of Butobere Women Interview Respondents

(N=20).

martial 1. “They have 2. “People 3. “The middle 4. “The haves” 5. “The richest”

status nothing” without soap” ones”

male headed 2 6 3 1 1

household

defacto female 0 0 0 0 0

headed

household

de jure FHH 0 0 1 0 0

-never married

de jure FHH 1 0 0 0 0

-divorced/

abandoned

de jure FHH 1 3 1 0 0

- widowed

total 4 9 5 1 1
Table 2. Socio-economic Characteristics of Life History Participants (N=5).

1. Stella 2. Perpetwa | 3. Mary 4. Mauda S. Lois
marital status male headed de jure FHH de jure FHH de jure FHH de jure FHH
and household household widow widow abandoned widow
headship status | first of 2 wives second of 2

wives
socio-economic | 2. “People who | 2. “Peoplewho | 2. “People who | 2. “People who | 2. “People who
status don’t have” don’t have” don’t have” don’t have” don’t have”
age 30 38 70 47 +65!

1

65+ is an estimate. Lois cannot remember her exact age. Based on her interview replies,
she is likely in her 70's.
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outlined by the village women. Gaining access to respondents of categories three, four and
five was the easiest, while accessing women from category one was very difficult. This
was because people within category one were usually socially marginalized. They were
considered “lazy” and “undesirable”; therefore, they were not found in the usual public
places, nor were they well known to other community members. In order to create a
picture of Butobere women as representative as possible, women from categories three,
four and five were included in the interviews for the thematic analysis but they were
intentionally excluded as life history participants.

Limitations

There were several limitations to achieving the ‘ideal’ fieldwork conditions. First
and foremost was the language barrier between the researcher and the respondents. This
problem was managed by hiring interpreters and tape recording conversations.

Some concern was expressed by ICRAF staff about the appropriateness of the
villages chosen because of the close proximity of both Kicumbi and Butobere to the town
of Kabale. While a remote rural village may have provided women with different sets of
circumstances, transportation to the area and accessiig the women ©n a repeated basis
would have been problematic and difficult in the time available. As well, several visits
were made by the researcher to villages in various parts of the District during the initial
few weeks in the field. Based on these visits and the opinions gathered from other
researchers and development workers in the area, the researcher decided that the
differences in the economic base between an isolated agricultural village and a village

located closer to town and to paid employment and trading opportunities was not deemed
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to have a significant enough impact on the sociological realities of women farmers to
warrant choosing other villages.
Ethical Considerations and Community Compensation

Doing fieldwork in the social sciences is largely an extractive process in which
informants must be treated ethically and the knowledge of informants must be
acknowledged and respected. Likewise, a genuine attempt should be made to provide
some tangible benefit to the community from the research.

All respondents were informed that participation in the study was completely
voluntary and participation may be withdrawn at any time, at the participants' discretion.
While a consent form was originally designed at the outset of the study, it was abandoned
on advice from ICRAF scientists that it was not necessary, and may intimidate some
respondents.

Out of respect for respondent anonymity and privacy, only first names were used
in the life history case studies. No individuals were associated with the thematic analysis
done on the interview material.

Tangible compensation was made directly to the women for their participation.
After discussion with interpreters and local ICRAF/AFRENA personnel, the decision was
made to pay the women for their participation. This decision was made by the researcher
for several reasons: 1. it was implied to the researcher by interpreters and
ICRAF/AFRENA staff that the researcher would not gain access to women participants
unless agreeing to pay them; 2. the interviews and farm visits required the women to lose

time usually spent working, and; 3. Kabale district is becoming a popular place to do

58



research, particularly with rural farmers. Many farmers have expressed resentment at
researchers who come to visit, take up their tirnc and knowledge, and then leave The view
of some of these farmers is that the researcher is the primary benefactor of the research,
while the farmer and the community receive little benefit or compensation. In some cases,
farmers would falsify or withhold information from researchers because of this perception
(Taturyatemba, 1995). The payment was set at 1,000 Ugandan Shillings per participant.
This rate is about the equivalent of 1 US dollar, and the average daily wage of a low

skilled agricultural worker.
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CHAPTER IV
EMERGENT THEMES RELATED TO AGROFORESTRY PRODUCTION
The working day begins before dawn for the women who inhabit the mountains
in the Kabale District of southwest Uganda. It starts with a steep climb, up to 6 km,
as the women head off to help on a friend’s field. If they finish early, they move
to another field. Then they disperse, to search for firewood on the marginal lands
2long the roads and paths. At dusk, they return to their homes, just in time to fetch
water and cook for the family. What’s left from that meal will be eaten by the
family at breakfast and lunch the next day. Some women return at dusk to find their
husbands are drunk, demanding food and attention from their wives. The children
are malnourished, lacking clean water and schooling. It is up to the women to find
solutions to their problems - to provide food, water, medicine, clothing, school
fees. This task is not easy, but the women believe that the solutions may start with
agroforestry.
- Kemerwa, et al., 1994; 15.
This excerpt refers to the women involved in the Two Wings agroforestry groups. As
mentioned in chapter I, many of these groups have been quite successful in developing
their own tree nurseries, gaining new skills, and generating new sources of income for
themselves and their community. But what of the vast majority of women who are not
participating in a Two Wings group? Their problems may be the same, and so may their
solution - agroforestry.
However, the notable ahsence of trees on the hill slopes of Kabale indicate that not
all women are working towards solutions in the same manner. The 20 interview
respondents who contributed information to this portion of the study were not, nor had

they ever been, members of a Two Wings agroforestry group. Of the study sample, 13

women (65%) were members of male headed households, while seven women (35%)
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headed up their own households'. All socio-economic categories of women were
represented in the interview material (see Appendix 1B for category descriptions),
however, the majority of respondents (90%) were from categories one, two or three.

Six distinct themes emerged from the interview data. Many of these themes have
been alluded to in the introduction above. The themes, which include land and iree tenure,
population pressure, iznd availability, house:.xld demands and women’s resources,
alcoholism and family violence, AIDS related illness and death, and female community
solidarity, were derived from content analysis of transcribed interview material. Secondary
data, identified during the course of the study, was used to supplement the thematic
analysis. The contemporary and historical manifestations of the themes are described
according to the findings of this study and related literature. Interview quotes from women
respondents are presented at the beginning of the discussion on each of the themes. To
conclude this chapter, the themes and their implications for agroforestry behaviour are
summarized in terms of how the themes have an impact upon the decision making
processes of women farmers faced with varying situations.

Land and Tree Tenure

Land Tenure

“In Bakiga culture, the man is supposed to take away everything you owned together
when you divorce, but that was long ago. It is different these duys.”

“It is not possible for me to lose control ¢f my land because when my husband died, he

1

This sample is close to the estimated number of male versus female headed households in
the District. According to the 1991 census, 33% of households in Kabale District are
female headed.
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left everything in my hands.”

“J get worried because they [in-laws] consider me as a woman and the land was given to
my brother. So they think they have a share on this land...I would report it to the elders
and the big people to stop it.”

“Some men are cheaters. They take away the land from their wives. Here the woman has
to report to police.”

“The giving of land to girls in the present generation has changed because girls also
contribute to the well-being of the family.”

“Even if it [land)] is small, it has to be divided into equal parts among the sons...Elder
girls are also given some land when you feel your daughter really deserves your share.”

In the past, it was not customary to give land to female Bakiga children. Rather,
fields were given to male children under the assumption -.:a: ti*e lund would be divided up
among his wives to cultivate for the benefit of themselves and tlieir children (Nzita and
Niwampa, 1995). However, like the larger culture that surrounds them, systems of
customary land ownership and inheritance among the Bakiga are not static and rigid.
These systems are adapted and evolve to meet the needs of the people. As well, actual
behaviours regarding land practices are a reflection of traditional customs, not a strict
conformation to the rules. In particular, “[i]n situations of rapid change there may be
considerable discrepancy between what is happening in actual transactions and the norms
as expressed by elders or other informants” (Brock, 1969; 3). It is important to keep this

point in mind, as there are some discrepancies between what Bakiga people claim are the

2

A related point to be made here is that there is a monetary cost associated with having an
allegation looked into by police. The standard “fee” is about 5,000 USh (about 5 US
dollars), however, the more money one has, the faster an allegation will be pursued. This
is a problem for cash poor women.
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land inheritance practices, and what village farm women tell as their stories about how
they received the land they cultivate, and who makes the use decisions over that land.

Land tenure in Kabale is predominantly customary®, with only 2.4% being titled
holdings (Kabale Department of Lands and Surveys, n/d). Lands are still frequently passed
from father to son, and priority claim to a parcel of land is held by the male children of the
owner*. When the child receives his share of land depends upon the decisions and
resources of the parents. The most common pattern is to give the son a piece of land upon
marriage. The parents retain enough land to be able to feed themselves. The remaining
land will pass to the son after the death of the parents. Often, an aging widowed mother
will give all her land to her adult children, and the children are then expected to provide
food for her.

Girl children are given land when both parents have died and there are no sons
available to take it. This applies in cases where a son exists, but does not live in the areza,
and has no intentions of coming home to resume cultivation of the land. Rather than leave
the land in disuse (which may make it vulnerable to a take over attempt by another
farmer), it will be given to the daughter. Married daughters can inherit land from their

parents, but it is assumed that she will have access to land through her husband.

3

Customary land ownership is dependent upon the owner’s ability to demonstrate use of
the land over a period of time (Kigula, 1993). Community members usually know, through
historical use, who owns which parcels of land.

4

In cases of polygamous marriages, the son only has claim to lands owned by this father
and cultivated by his mother. Land cultivated by other wives is entrusted to the children
she has from the marriage.
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Therefore, single and widowed, divorced or abandoned daughters inherit land more
frequently than married daughters. It is also not uncommon for a divorced, widowed or
abandoned woman to ‘borrow’ a piece of land to cultivate from her mother or brothers if
they have enough to spare. In cases of married women inheriting land, the land remains
her legal property and cannot be taken by the husband or his family.

There are no legal barriers to land ownership by women (Place, 1994). Women
have the right to purchase and inherit land and property, and these rights are protected
under law. Chapter 4, Article 26.1 of the 1995 Constitution of the Repubiic of Uganda
states that “every person has a right to own property either individually or in asscciation”.
Articles 21.1 and 21.2 state that all peopie are equal before the law, and that no-one will
be discriminated against on the basis of sex, religion, race, ethnicity, tribe, birth, creed,
social or economic standing, political opinion or disability. “Women shall be accorded full
and equal dignity of the person with men” (Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 1995;
30).

As noted in chapter II, the Intestate Succession Law protects a widow’s claim to
her deceased husband’s land, and Article 31 of the Constitution states that “Parliament
shall make appropriate laws for the protection of the rights of widows and widowers to
inherit the property of their deceased spouses...” (NAWOU, 1995; 33). However, having
rights does not necessarily mean that one can or will exercise those rights, as Kigula
(195 notes that legal disputes involving women are common in Kabale District. The
subject of land disputes is discussed in greater detail at the end of this section.

According to Mukoza-Kifuse (1991) (cited in Barton and Wamai, 1994), only 7%
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of Ugandan women own land. It is not known what criteria were used to define ownership
in this particular study. Such an estimate may be accurate of formal ownership®, but it is
misleading in terms of control that women have over land. Given the expectations of use
accorded marriage and the legal protection given to widows and wives, one does not need
to own land to have some control over it. As one respondent stated, “/ own the land
through my children. They are my protection and claim to property” (Anonymous, 1995).
Many other women respondents reported being the person responsible for making use
decisions regarding their agricultural land.

Polygamy is declining in southwest Uganda, and polygamous marriages are not
considered legal®. In cases of polygamous marriages, upon arrival of a new wife, the
husband is responsible to find new land for her to cultivate. He cannot take land already
being worked by his previous wife and assign it to the new wife. Men have attempted to
do this in the recent past, and law courts documents show that neither the women nor the
courts will tolerate it.

Many women in Butobere are aware of their legal rights both as a wife and as a

sole property owner, and will not hesitate to take the matter to the community elders or

H)

It bears repeating here that formal land ownership in Uganda is not a common form of
ownership for men or women.

6

According to law courts documents reviewed during the course of this study, the church
definition of marriage, as per English law, is used to define legal versus illegal marriage in

Uganda. Therefore, polygamous marriages are not recognized as legal unions for purposes
of property ownership and benefits.
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the Resistance Council (RC)’. In densely populated areas, such as Kabale District, land
disputes are a common occurrence. Place (1994) reports that the most common reason for
disputes is land boundaries, while Kigula (1993) claims that intra-familial disagreements
over succession rights and division of plots are the most frequent types of cases.
Interviews with RC members and a review of the courts documents® supports Kigula’s
findings. Staff members of the Kabale High Courts office estimate that at least 40% of
land disputes in the district involve women’®. It is not unusual for a woman to sue her

husband for attempting to sell or give her land to another person. Widows challenging

7

This is not to say that a// women will pursue the matter. In cases where the woman is
widowed or abandoned and she is living in a district that is not her natal district, the
intimidation she may feel from her in-laws and the other villagers for being an outsider
often motivates her to abandon the land and return home. Also, some women believe that
the land is not worth the emotional exhaustion and social trauma that a fight for it can
cause, so she willingly backs away from land conflicts. Finally, RC members must be paid
for their services. If the community elders are not able to solve the conflict, and she cannot
raise the money, she will not receive any assistance with her problem. While no
quantitative data is available to determine how often women will or will not pursue a
claim, it is the opinion of the researcher that the majority of women will exercise their
rights, at least to the level of the community elders and RC.

These cases were taken from the High Courts office. There is a hierarchy of legal levels in
Uganda. A complaint starts at the village RC I court. If it cannot be resolved, it goes to
the parish RC II court, then the sub-county RC III court. The next highest level is the
Chief Magistrates Court. The High Courts and Supreme Court are the top levels. Land
disputes rarely go up to the Supreme Court. However, according to Kigula (1993), the
informal RC courts levels are not taken very seriously by people in Kabale. Therefore, a
large number of cases end up in the Chief Magistrates Court and are appealed in the High
Court.

9

Statistical estimates were not included in the studies reviewed on this topic. The Kabale
High Courts office do not keep separate records on the numbers and types of specific land
dispute cases. Therefore, calculating statistics on the percentages of cases involving
women and the types of disputes was not feasible during the field season for this project.
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their mothers-in-law or brothers-in law for rights over the deceased husband’s land was

also a common type of dispute encountered in the court files.

Tree Tenure
“ A man was the one i «<ponsible for maintaining trees and taking care of them. This
responsibility has now changed. Women can own trees and take care of them, when they

are hard working or i* ! ¢y are widows.”

“There is no other pla:: *%:2y can plant trees. But there are no reasons to stop her from
planting trees.”

“Women can own land and irc2 s because these days they are hard working, they do
business and they are consiciered in land inheritance. Threats to women owning land and
trees are not many, except these from their husbands and people who want equal division
[of the plots]. These women spend a lot of money in police court trying to fight for their
property. There are laws to protect women in their problems, such as owning property.
An association called FIDA, which is the Uganda Association of Women Lawyers assist
women in personal problems.”

There is no recognized distinction between land tenure and tree tenure among the
Bakiga. The frequent response to questions about tree ownership was that if one owns the
land, then one owns everything that is growing on it, regardless of when or by whom it
was planted.

According to Place (1994), there is no specific legislation in Uganda pertaining to

tree tenure'®, Trees, however, are viewed as an indication of land ownership and can be

used to manipulate tenure. In numerous land dispute cases in Kabale District involving the

10

The only exception to this is the case of the Mvule tree (Chlorophora excelsa). The Mvule
is a premium hardwood tree used for timber and high quality furniture. As such, it has
been declared government property and a permit is required to harvest this tree regardless
of where, when and by whom it was planted. None of the women interviewed in Kicumbi
or Butobere mentioned this law in the interviews, indicating that they either are unaware
of it, or the law does not immediately concern them.
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ownership of a piece of land, the court officials physically went to examine the land in
question. In those cases where the land had living trees, village members were questioned
as to who planted the trees. The planter of the trees was taken as an indication of the
owner of the land. Older trees growing on land were considered to be stronger indications
of ownership than trees recently planted. Uprooting of seedlings planted by women in the
Two Wings groups were reportedly uprooted by men for this reason'' (Kemerwa et. al,,
1994; Guinand, 1995; Peden, 1992; Place, 1994). This was not mentioned as a problem
by respondents in Butobere. In other cases, trees plantc . on land that was in dispute were
uprooted by a participant in the dispute in fear that the courts may side with the planter of
the trees as being the owner of the land.

Respondents commonly stated that trees were a household resource, to be used by
all household members. Only in cases of cuiting a tree were women from male headed
households required to receive their husband’s permission. The most common uses
reported by the women as 1. es of trees were timber, building poles, cash sale, and
brooms'?. None of the wc *-en respondents claimed fear of losing rights of access and use

to trees they may plant as a . zason for not planting trees.

1

An additional reason given by the women for the men’s actions was that the men were
simply jealous and could not stand to see the women (even if the women were their wives)
become successful and gain more than they had.

12

Firewood was infrequently cited as an important use, unless it was firewood for
commercial sale. The women usually used charcoal, corn and sorghum husks, and fallen
branches for fuelwood.
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Population Pressure and Land Availability

“I'would like to plant some eucalyptus trees, but do not have enough land. I cannot plant
trees on the fields. They are needed to grow food.”

“Peoplc are so many now, they have to use all of the land they have. The children receive
less land and land of poorer quality.”

“If parents cannot add to their land for their children, then poverty will not be solved”

“In the past, problems were simpler to solve. If we needed more food, we would grow it.
Now, less land and more children means we can’t grow enough food anymore.”

The population density of Kabale District has already been described in detail in
Chapter I, therefore, only a brief review of the current situation will be given here. The
total population is 417, 218 for an expanse of 1, 827 square kilometres. Thus, there are
approximately 246.1 persons per square kilometre in Kabale District. What are more
important than the statistics, howeve: are the effects of population pressure on
agroforestry production of women farmers. Lack of land to plant trees on is repeatedly
given as the main reason for farmers not planting trees. Obviously, population density is

closely tied to the issue of not having enough land".

13

A related factor frequently mentioned in the literature for Kabale District, but not
specifically dealt with in this thesis, is the plot fragmentation that results from Bakiga
inheritance practices. In order to provide each child with some land, the plots are
repeatedly divided and subdivided. “Fragmentation first acts to reduce an already small
total farm size into tiny plots on which farmers are reluctant to grow trees for fear of
ruining yields. Fragmentation also exacerbates the problems of off-season grazing,
disputes, and damage from fire. Herders that would like to respect others’ plots and graze
on their own land nonetheless have to cross many others’ plots in going between his [sic]
own plots. Fragmentation also creates a large aiea of boundaries and coupled with tiny
parcels, shading and root competition on neighbouring plots is a significant problem.
Fragmentation also increases the likelihood of fire destruction on neighbouring plots as a
result of burning one’s own land. Finally, and perhaps most importantly, most do not have
the desire to travel and work on the more distant plots” (Place, 1994; 54). There is some
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Since agroforestry is an integrated approach to maximizing land use, it represents a
potential solution to the problems faced by farmers in Kabale District. Why, then, are
women farmers not introducing agroforestry practices within their overcultivated plots?
This is largely an issue of perceptions, knowledge and priorities. Trees cannot be allowed
to take up growing space on plots of land needed to grow food. Women view agroforestry
trees as taking up space needed to grow crops, rather than as resources that share space
with the crops and can potentially contribute to increasing the yield. The Bakiga women
respondents were primarily concerned with providing for their children. Producing as
much food as possible for consumption and sale represent avenues for feeding the children
and generating income for school fees and clothing.

Alcoholism and Family Violence
“He requests for [sic] food when he comes back home and if the wife fails, he beats her
up. These problems are brought about by husbands drinking alcohol. They can’t stop

drinking. This is affecting a large number of families.”

“Young women today have husbands that are not understanding. They spend their time
drinking, and then come home and beat their wives.”

“ They need laws to also control women. Some women disturb their husbands and drink
too much.”

“Women's laws should be put there so that they stop misbehaving. They [women) have
started going into bars and spending the whole day drunk. So laws should be put there to
protect both sides.”

The brewing and consumption of alcohol is an accepted fact of life in Uganda, with

roots in historical practice. Traditionally, births, marriages, naming ceremonies, burials,

evidence that this practice is diminishing, as about half of the interview respondents stated
that since their land holdings were already small, they would give their land to only one or
two children, typically the first born, and the others would have to fend for themselves.
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and other public events included alcoholic drinks. Today, many women earn cash income
through the brewing and sale of local sorghum beer ang waragi (banana leaf gin) (Barton
and Wamai, 1994). This practice was evident in Butobere during the field season of this
study.

One elder respondent remembers drinking first becoming a problem during the
colonial period of the 1940s through to the 1960s, when public drinking establishments
first opened. During this time there was also an increase in paid employment opportunities
and men gaining access to their own cash income. This was also a period when the district
was experiencing the effects of population pressures, families were relocating to new
districts, and agricultural yields were declining.

Alcoholism is related to family violence, erratic behaviours, and irrational
expenditures. According to Barton and Wamai (1994), brewing, selling and over-
consumption of alcohol is largely a consequence of poverty. According to the women
participants of this stvdy, alcohoi. ¢ ; . *uating poverty and keeping families poor. A
few small scale studies were do~: . " . g, during the 1970s and 1980s (see Barton and
Wamai, 1994). The studies documented that male alcoholism is a significant influence on
family disruption and dissolution, including domestic violence. Male alcohol abuse is also a
contributing factor to the rise of female headed households in Uganda.

There is little known about family violence in contemporary Africa, except that it

exists and is becoming an increasingly bigger problem'®. The evidence that exists, most of

14

A search of the current literature (done in Socio-File) did not uncover any relevant studies
addressing alcoholism and violence in rural Africa. Often, injuries caused by violence are
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which is in the form of qualitative information, suggests that alcoholism and family
violence are positively correlated with each other and have a significant effect on resource
use and management. For example, in Burundi, men have been known to repeatedly beat
their wives until the women can no longer tolerate it, and leave. According to local
custom, since the woman chose to leave her husband, she subsequently has no claim to
any of their common property, including land, and the husband is entitled to take another
wife (Guinand and Hitimana, 1994). The issues of drunkenness and the behaviours related
to drunkenness, especially violence and abandonment, were raised as often as the issue of
land availability by respondents in the study.

Economically, alcoholism can be very expensive to a family, draining household
resources that are needed for school fees, agricultural inputs, labour and food. As
previously stated, many alcohol abusers have sold land to finance their activities. Crop
cultivation may be affected as farmers may use their land to grow cassava, maize and
millet for brewing, rather than crops for home consumption or sale (Barton and Wamai,
1994).

Alcoholism is rot the strict domain of men. Alcoholism ame:gst women is on the
rise in Uganda, and is often attributed to their involvement in the beer and spirits brewing
industry, especially in urban areas (Barton and Wamai, 1994). In Butobere, respondents
attributed the rise in female alccholism to emotional trauma inflicted on women by the
AIDS death rate within their families, general depression and having no land to cultivate.

As violence was not the focus of this study, little else can be said about the topic,

reported as “accidents” (Murray, 1996).
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except that it is an area in desperate need of research. Domestic violence can be viewed as
a constraint to development, including agroforestry development, since women in abusive
situations will often become isolated from the larger community (McHugh, Frieze, and
Browne, 1993). Women that are intimidated and controlled cannot act on their own
behalf, nor are they free to bring new ildeas home, participate in community events, makc
decisions and perform actions to further themselves and their family.

AIDS Related Illness and Death's

“I'wanted to start a business, but I had to take care of my daughier. She was sick. Now
that she is dead, 1 can maybe save some money and start a business.”

“I used to have two other plots of land. I sold them when my daughter got sick.”

“I'would only sell my lands if there was no-one to take them over - or if someone got sick
and needed medicine.”

Acquired immuno-deficiency syndrome (AIDS) was first recognized in Uganda in
1982. Since that time, the NRM government has taken a proactive stance on AIDS by
establishing the National AIDS Control Programme (ACP) in 1986. This body was
responsible for overseeing AIDS educaiion, home care, counselling and monitoring of the
epidemic. In 1992, the Uganda AIDS commission (UAC) was formed in order to
approach AIDS from a multi-sectoral perspective. The UAC has the view that AIDS
afiects all sectors of society, and the areas of health, education, development, agriculture,

and economics must become involved in order to control the spread of the virus.

15

The figures and discussion refer to cases of AIDS illness, not HIV infec.’on. Due to the
nature »f the illness. the rates of HIV infection are considerably higher than that of AIDS
cases.
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Currently, Uganda has one of the highest reported AIDS rates in Africa, and it is
the leading cause of death amongst adults (Barton and Wamai, 1994). Based on the
number of reported cases, it is estimated that 2,314 of every 1,000,000 people has the
disease'®, however, due to th2 behavioural complexities of AIDS transmission, the costs
involved in diagnosis, and the difficulty in reaching people that may have it, this is a
conservative estimate. The actual number of cases is likely 5-7 times greater (Barton and
Wamai, 1994). 91.8% of cases have been adults, while the remaining 8.2% are children.
Of the adult infected population, 80% are between the ages of 16 and 40. Fifty two point
three percent of AIDS victims are women.

Young women are particularly vulnerable to contracting AIDS. Reports indicate
that within the 15-19 age cohort, females are six times more likely to contract AIDS than
are males (Barton and Wamai, 1994). Numerous reasons are given for the slightly higher
overall infection rate of women. These include biological considerations, formal and
informal polygamy, inheritance of widows, weak. decision making powsr of women over
their own bodies, poverty and prostitutior., and unarticulated cultural sexual expectations
placed on women such as the myth held by men that having sex with young women will
protect one from contracting the virus (Barton and Wamei, 1994).

Women also tend to bear the Lrunt of responsibility for coping with effects of the
disease (Barnett and Blaikie, 1952; Barton and Wamai, 1994 ). As the primary caregivers

and providers for the family, women are expected to care for ill family members both by

16

As of June, 1993 (Barton and Wamai, 1994) .
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the community and the afflicted relative.

In Kabale District, AIDS is a serious issue that is causing family disruption and
contributing to poverty in rural areas. Middle aged and elder women are selling plots of
land and sacrificing resources to buy medicines for their dying adult children. Orphaned
children are at risk ol becoming urban street chiidren if there are no other relatives willing
or able to care for them. Grandchildren are typically left with the grandmother (if she is
willing) or a sister of the mother. Feeding these children often proves to be difficult, and
schooling them becomes near impossible.

AIDS has serious implications for the demographic, social and economic viability
of Uganda in the coming decades. In addition to the sharp decline in the productive
population (16-40 year olds), an HIV-positive mother has a 30-40% chance of passing the
virus onto her children. Most of these children die before the age of five. Of non-infected
children of HIV-positive mothers, 18% will be orphaned in early childhood or die from
diseases and health problems related to lack of «::

Rural farm children contribute much to the family in terms of their labour power.
Barnett and Blaikie (1992) examined the impact of AIDS on farming systems in terms of
the loss of labour capital for subsistence farms in Uganda. The study notes that farming
systerns that depend upon immediate family, as opposed to extended family, for farm
labour are more vulnerable tc dramatic effects of AIDS deaths on their production. Such
nuclear family oriented farming systems are found in Kabale District. The rescarchers
found it difficult to anticipate the impact of labour loss due to AIDS deaths because of the

resourcefulness and flexibility of rural farmers. Farms affected with reduced labour supply
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tended to compensate by increasing the working day, intercropping, staggering
agricultural activities, labour sharing arrangements, switching to other economic activities,
reducing consumption, and rural-urban migration. A switch to other economic activities
and reduced household consumption were the compensations noted by respondents to be
prevalent in Butobere. Also, it was noted in the study that innovations that may require
additi- nal labour v °xecute or maintain were avoided by farmers. The planting and
maintaining of trees in agroforestry systems is one such innovation that may place
additional labour demands upon a farm household.

The AIDS epidemic effects not only local subsistence production, but the national
economy. As well, resources that could be channelled into other, needy sectors of the
economy are being used for AIDS activities. Plots of larnd are sold to buy medicines for ill
children and labour intensive crops are being replaced by less intensive (and often less
nutritious) crops (Barnett and Blaikie, 1992). Women are forced to cut back the number
of hours they spend on agricultural and income generating activities, including the planting
and care of trees.

In social terms, the epidemic is slowly taking the lives of the productive, the skilled
and the educated human resources who are needed to lead Uganda into the next century,
as well as the young parents that are needed to raise their children.

Household Demands and Women’s Resources
“The money I earn is spent on food, clothes, house rent and socp.”
“Men hide the p.cney they work for and let the woman do all that’s needed in the home.”

“I have no husband. I am the one responsible for everything at home. I think this is true
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Jfor most women who don't have husbands.”

“Most women are responsible to provide everything for their families. Men don't care
how their children are looked after. Men don't know the value of children.”

Preceding sections of this chapter have already profiled the household demands
placed on Bakiga women. Thus, they do not bear repeating here. The lack of househotd
resources, or lack of access to resources, were also influential factors in women’s
agroforestry behaviours. The household deniands commonly cited by women as most
important included providing enough staple foods for household consumption and
generating sufficient cash income to pay school fees and purchase household items and

-5, The relationship between household demands and agroforestry is indirect, but
1 puitant nonetheless.

The study data indicated that it was the household demands and level of resources
available and accessible to » ‘voman for her famii= = .- ". Ziuenced how she set her
priorities, how she spent her time, and what she did - ith her land.

The household system may have had additional resources, such as the wages
earned by a husband or other family member; however, it is evident in the responses of
many women that they were responsible to provide food and other items for household
members in addition to their children. While these household members may have been
employed, they were not obliged to contritutc vesources to the household.

Female Community Solidarity
“The only solution to little land, less food, no money, and poverty will come from the

women working together in the women's groups and deciding for themselves how 10
manage their lives.”
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“A lot of women have developed a lot from what they have learned from women's groups.
They can look after their families well compared to the past.”

“I have gotten cups, mattresses, >lankets and saucepans from being in the group. Some of
the members have learned digging. Some of the women that could not read or write have
learned how to do that”’

Unlike the other themes discussed in this Chapter, women’s groups are not a
restriction to women. Rather, they have become a fundamental development and support
network. Various groups have been initiated by churches, local development
organizations, and small groups of local women in order to generate financial capital and
educate the members'’. Craft production, farming, baking, credit and savings programs,
literacy classes and tree planting are a few things some of the groups do. Two examples of
grassroots organizations - the Butobere Women’s Development Group, and the Ugandan
Women's Tree Planting Movement - typify the spirit and potential of women’s
organizations in Uganda.

Within Butobere, the Butobere Women’s Development Group (BWDG) is a
success story for its founders and members. Formed in January of 1994 by a small number

of village women, the initial goal of the group was to establish a credit and savings

society'®. The group then branched out into handicraft production, but quickly abandoned

17

The Two Wings agroforestry groups are not included in this discussion, as they have been
covered elsewhere in this thesis and in detail in cilier studies (see Guinand, 1995).

18

Credit and savings clubs are very popular within Kabale villages. Usually, the club has a
bank account to which each member contributes a small sum each week. The capital is
then used to finance loans and purchases of household items for the members.
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that pursuit due to a saturated market'®. The group has undertaken such diverse activities
as baking, basket and mat weaving, literacy classes, and vegetable farming. Currently,
vegetable farming for market sale is the grcup’s primary activity™.

The group is governed by an executive committee of nine annually elected women.
They have a bank account that is manraged by a treasurer. There is 3 membership fee of
3,000 Ugandan Shillings (1JSh) to join the group. If a potential member cannot afford the
fee (which is the case for many group members), she can raise it by working for the group
and other community members. Funds are raised from the membership fee, missed meeting
fines, and the sale of various group products. The group is not engaged in agroforestry,
but has some interesi in integrating trees into their vegetable garden and teaching the
members about agroforestry*.

The BWDG has strict rules about attendance at meetings. The members meet
every Thursday moming to work in the BWDG’s fields for a few hours. They grow
vegetables for market sale and use the money to further the group’s activities and raise
capital for members to access as loan funds. Sunday afternoon is the administraiive
meeting and lasts one to two hours. If members fail to come to a meeting, they are fined

400 USh. Missing more than 3 consecutive meetings or not paying a fine can result in

19

The members still produce handicrafts for their own use and on order but it is no longer an
organized group activity.

20

The group owns a large garden plot that was donated to them.

21

Specifically, the group has an interest in planting fruit trees, such as oranges, avocado, and
passion fruit.
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expulsion from the group. This system appears to work, as they have grown from 23
original members to 52 as of Octobur, 1995, and they have only lost three members within
the last two years.

The group has attracted a wide range of women members. According to the
president of the group, most of the women are subsistence farmers who own very little or
no land. They range in age from late teens to 70+. The majority of the women are from the
lower socio-economic classes (groups one through three of the wealth ranking categories),
and many are the heads of their households®. Interviews with group members indicate that
the members have gained substantially from the g-oup, both in knowledge and material
items. In October of 1995, the group received a sc¢ -2n million USh loan from the Uganda
Government Poverty Alleviation Program (PAP). i h= funds are being used to provide
loans to group members to purchase plots of land.

A second example of women’s group activities is the Uganda Women’s Tree
Planting Movement (UWTPM).The group was created in 1985 to promote afforestation,
tree planting, and environmental conservation by grassroots rural women’s groups®. The

UWTPM believes in and supports grassroots efforts and the self empowerment of rural

22

These statements are estimates based on information given by group members and
community members. Exart figures were not available for the group.

23

The founder and current executive director of the UWTPM is a midwife from southwest
Uganda who saw the need for trees as a health issue impacting on the nutrition of women
and children. Without an adequate supply of firewood, it was difficult for women to cook
the more nutritious fcods, such as potatoes and beans. Thus, even if the women grew
thess foods, they did not necessarily have access to them for their own consumption, and
tended to eat more simple, easy to prepare (and less nutritious) foods.
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women by facilitating their projects, but not “doing it for them”. Other services available
to rural women’s groups includes business and proposal writing seminars, woodlot
management education, literacy classes, financial planning services, family planning
services and AIDS education. The UWTPM is aware of the interconnected nature . *
environmental degradation and socio-economic factors, and hence aim to increase
awareness of the environment and motivation to plant trees through addressing other key
needs areas identified by the women’s groups. The UWTPM has collaborated with ICRAF
and CARE in past initiatives to promote tree planting and soil conservation in Kabale
District. According to the executive director of UWTPM, there is a general awareness of
the environmental issues facing Kabale District, but the lack of property ownership for
women, and population pressures on the land in general are preventing women farmers
from doing anything about the problems.

Women’s groups are a vital development resource and a potential means through
which to promote agroforestry, not only in Kabale, but in other parts of Uganda as well.
The groups recognize the inter-relatedness of socio-economic factors on agricultural
production and are addressing these issues to create situation specific solutions. As well,
the groups recognize and understand the demands and constraints faced by the women.
Thus, they are in a strong position to address these demands and constraints.

Summary of the Issues: Impact of the Themes on Women’s Decisions in Land Use

In this chapter, six themes affecting the agroforestry behaviour of women farmers
have been identified and discussed. They include land and tree tenure of women farmers,

population pressure, land availability, household demands and women’s resources,
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alcoholism and family violence, AIDS related illness and death, and female community
solidarity. These themes are not mearly abstract issues to be considered; they are
substantive concerns that have a tangible impact on household and agroforestry systems in
Kabale District.

Having access to land is the most important variable identified in terms of ones
ability to plant trees. This land can be ones own, but land acquired through marital
channels is also eligible for tree planting. Having adequate access to staple foods, and then
cash income to meet family needs are the next order of priorities that women seek to meet
with their land use behaviours. Drains on the household, such as an ill family member,
newly arrived children (grandchildren, nephews/nieces with deceased parents), domestic
violence and alcohol abuse problems complicate household needs and often result in
channelling of resources to meet these requirements, at the expense of potential
agroforestry practices. Women’s groups help to alleviate poverty problems and empower
women to learn new skills.

When confronted with the decision of whether or not to plant trees within a crop
or home garden system, these factors are considered during the decision making process.
In chapter VI, this process is conceptualized and modelled in the form of a decision tree,

and applied to a specific situation.
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CHAPTER V
BAKIGA WOMEN: 5§ STORIES OF LIFE AND LAND

This chapter details the life stories given by five women participants; information
about themselves and their communities as they told it. The five women were chosen from
the group of women interviewed during the first segment of the study based on their
individual and family socio-economic attributes. These attributes included having the
characteristics outlined in wealth categories two or three (see Appendix 1B). The intent of
the researcher was to choose five women that collectively comprised a representative
cross section of the women farmers that live in Butobere. This objective was believed to
have been achieved by the group of women presented below. All of the women werr.
residing in Butobere parish and making their livin - as subsistence farmers at the time of
the research. The women wished to be identified by first name only.

Throughout the course of the data collection period of the study, these women
were visited several times at their homes, in their fields, aiid during community events or
group meetings. In order to ensure the accuracy of the information and the clarity of
meanings, similar questions were asked on different occasions and in different formats.
The stories are complemented with information about the women and their families gained
from researcher observations and conversations with other community members.

The stories were initially desired to be presented in the first person, with the
woman as the narrator. However, since information was complied through a combination
of translated interviews, conversations with villagers that knew the women, and researcher

observations, presentation of the information was considered to be more appropriate in
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the third person. As well, the conversations were conducted through a translator.
Therefore, the information presented is a combined reflection of the interpreter’s
translation of the women’s words and the researcher’s interpretation of what the translator
said, rather than the women’s actual words.

Every effort has been made to reproduce the stories as closely as possible to the
direct transiation. Changes in words, sentence structures, and grammar were made only if
necessary in order to clarify the meaning of a sentence. Therefore, the writing style of the
following passages may be inconsistent, grammatically incorrect, and lacking a smooth
‘flow’. As it is the intention of this chapter to chronicle the iives of Kabale farm women as
they currently are, the narratives are written in the present tense. In order to give the
narratives structure and allow for ease of comparability between the women, the individual
narratives are subdivided into six sections each; personal information, household
composition and available resources, labour responsibilities of household members, land
and trees, perceptions of rural women’s constraints, concerns and priorities, and changes
over time in women's lives. However, as each woman chose to discuss different things in
detail, the categories differ somewhat from person to person, and thus are not directly
comparable.

The life story data collected from the women were analysed as case studies and a
summary is presented at the end of this chapter. What has emerged from the case studies
is a contextual account of the realistic manifestaiions of the themes described in chapter
1V aud their effect on the lives of kabale farm women. Individual variations, as well as

similarities, are discussed in the summary.

84



Stella
Personal Information

Stella is a young woman of 30. She has completed her studies up to primary
seven'. She came from Kitanga village in Mparo District, but shifted to Butobere when she
married chout eight years ago.

Her husband is from Butobere. He is a motorcycle mechanic. He works -vith two
other men. This is the only motorcycle fixing shop in the District, so they are usually busy.

The Household: Composition and Resources

Stella’s household consists of her husband, her three children, her younger brother,
who is studying in Butobere at the secondary school, and her sister. Stella’s eldest child is
in school, while the others are still too young. Her sister is sick. Stella’s elder biother also
lived with her for awhile, but he left. He is in Kampal: now, but Stella does not know

what he does there.

They liveina tir =~y mud house with a newly acquired iron sheet on the roof,

where the thatch - 2aracd the money to buy the iron sheeting partiaily
from her wr some from selling second hand clothing in the village.
The yard ‘tchen area, and a garden space. In the garden

1

The Uganda: ~m is modczlled after the British school system. The first seven

years are at the primary level (p 1 through 7). After primary school is secondary school.
Secondary school has six levels (s 1 through 6), after which one is qualified to write
entrance exams for post-secondary education. School fees for primary school are 9,000
Ugandan Shillings (USh) per semester. There are two semesters in one year. The school
fees for secondary school are 30,000 USh per semester. These fees do not include books,
supplies or uniforms. Not all villages have secondary szhools, therefore, those that can
afford to go may have to leave home.
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space, there is a plantain banana plantaticn {(matooke) in which pumpkins, sweet potatoes
and climbing beans are seasonally grown. The matooke trees were already growing there
when Stella came to live in the house, so she only has to maintain them and plant the
seasonal vegetables.

In the classification of women into socio-economic categories, Stella was placed
into category two, “People who don’t have soap” based on the amount of land she owns,
her income generating activities, the agricultural yield she produces and the educational
status of her children. Her actual charactzristics are a mixture of categories two and three,
and she is somewhere in between. For example, her compound has a pit latrine, she owns
some household items, and she occasionally will hire labour to fix her house of dig in her
fields?.

Her weekly household income is approximately 20,000 USh®. Most of this is spent
on food, school fees for her son and younger brother, and charcoal. Of this, she earns
about 18,000 from her various activities. The husband sometimes contributes some extra
money. Food and charcoal are her greatest expenses. Health problems and occasional
illnesses also take up a lot of money.

Stella is the one who decides how much money is to be spent and how to plan for

2

The hiring of casual labour appears to be an element of social status within the community
in addition to being a productive necessity. Many category 2 and 3 women who hire
themselves out to dig will also report infrequently hiring a day labourer on the occasions
that they can afford to.

3

Estimates of cash income are vague estimates, and should be approached cautiously. The
women often had considerable difficulty estimating their income, as it is inconsistent, and
often circulates through the household rapidly. This is the case for all five women.
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her home. Her husband contributes some®, such as food about twice a week, but
otherwise, she is responsible to provide » ~vthing. No one else contributes income to the
household.

Labour Responsibilities and Time Use of Household Members

Stella is the one who does the food preparation and cooking for her family. She
usually cooks two meals a day, but when there is not enough food, she cooks one®.

Each meal takes about one hour a day to prepare. She cooks about one half of a
kilogram of beans and one cluster of matooke® per meal. The food is cooked over charcoal
because she has no tree plantation. Her charcoal costs about 600 USh per day. She can
also buy firewood, but it is much more expensive, so she does not do this. A meal of soft
foods requires about three pieces of wood to cook it, while a meal of dry foods will need

about five pieces to cook it. Prior to 1995, the family had no land to cultivate’, and

4

Stella’s husband has a consistent source of cash income, although he claims that it does
not bring in much money.

s

According to Stella, it is not as common anymore to not have food, tecause of the land
she bought, but before the land was purchased, the family suffered without enough food
several times during the year. It usually happened in the wet season, when the crops were
not yet ready, but last season’s food supply had been depleted. Therefore, there was not
any extra food around that they could get from neighbours. It also happened when there
was not enough money.

6

Plantain banana.

7

Stella is a member of the Butobere Women’s Development Group. From the Ugandan
Poverty Alleviation Program (PAP) loan they received in October 1995, Stella borrowed
120,000 USh to buy a plot of land she had periodically rented. She plans to use the money
generated from the sale of excess crops to make payments on her loan. This land is her
property, and her husband has no control over it or claim to it. “She s smart to buy that
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therefore used to buy most of their food, except for matooke and vegetables from the
garden, and some staple foods that v grown on the plot of land she sporadically rented
when she could afford it.

The children assist with household tasks by fetching water, but no one else assists
with the food preparation. The children are too young to do very much except fetch water
and sweep the house. The eldest spends most of his time in school. After school, he hangs
around the mechanics area with his father or does things she does not know about.

She earns income by selling charcoal, sweet potatoes and some other kinds of
vegetatles by the side of the road, and digging in other’s fields. She also sells second hand
clothing in the village and in town when she has enough money to buy some cheaply from
the markei in town. This activity does not bring in very much money.

On a typical week, Stella spends her days selling things if she cannot get work
digging. She buys the things she wants to sell on “credit” and then charges more for them
in the village. After they are sold, she pays back the loan®. Stella started doing all of these
activities right after she was married and left her mother’s home. If she can get work, she

will spend about half of the day digging. This pays her between 700 to 1000 USh per day,

land. Now, if something happens to the husband, she won't be left with

nothing "(interview respondent, Butobere). Stella intercrops maize, sorghum, sweet
potatoes and climbing beans on this land. Now that she has land to grow staple crops,
Stella plans to grow other vegetables in her garden, such as tree tomatoes, cabbages, and
carrots, to sell.

This type of petty trading was reported by many respondents as a means of earning
income on an irregula: basis. It is an activity that can be undertaken when there is spare
time, and the credit is extended informally by people the women know.
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depending on the size of the field, and the amount of work she does. Then she will go
home, prepare a meal, and do other work around the house, like washing clothes, weaving
baskets, sweeping the compound, and selling things.

Stella is a member of the Butobere Women’s Development Group (BWDG). On
Thursday ang Sunday she goes for group meetings. She also rents a plot of land for 5,000
USh per sexson. She only rents one plot at a time because she has no money to pay for
more. She grows beans, maize and sweet pciatoes. This rented plot is cultivated in the
time available between the other activities.

nd and Tr

Stella and her husband own the land the house is standing on. They received it as a
gift from her father-in-law when they married. She has been in that house for six years,
and intends to live in it until she grows old. Then, it will be given to her sons. The girls
will be married by then and will not be given anything.

Now that Stella owns some of her own land, she is better off. She bought this land
from some poor people that needed the money. There is still some land around to be
purchased, usually from poor people or old people. Since she bought the land, she is still
poor, but at least she has something of her own. If her husbands dies, she will be left with
this land, even if her in-laws try to take away everything else, inclﬁding the house and
garden space. Stella has already signed a document saying that when she dies, her eldest
son is to get her land. She signed this document in order to avoid future conflicts in the
family over the land.

When Stella bought the land, her co-wife complained, because she [the co-wife]
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thought the husband had bought the land for Stella. According to Stella, most co-wives
become jealous and complain to the husband if another wife does well and gets something
for herself, even though the husband cannot do anything about it. The co-wife cannot do
anything to Stella or claim her land; she just talks and is jealous. In Bakiga culture, some
women will use charms and cast speils over other women if they are jealous of them”.

Stella would like to plant some Calliandra' trees around the boundary of her plots,
but does not have very much room to spare. She also does not have money to buy the
seedlings.

Stella uses trees to get building materials, but it is the men that do most of the
building. She usually buys whatever materials are required for her compound, such as
timber poles and fencing materials. She has no access to trees that do not belong to her.

Perceptions of Women’s Lives: Their Constraints, Concerns and Priorities

When Stella marrned, she expected to have land. She also expected other things,

9

Witchcraft is a part of Bakiga culture, and is often used to harm others. Mary women told
stories of other people they knew who had been bewitched and had died, been blinded,
lamed, or burat because of it. The Bakiga, especially the rural people, tend to hold many
superstitions ard have a belief in the power of charms made for witchcraft

(Taturyatemds, 1995a). The contents of the charms and spells are not openly discussed or
told to outsiders. A survey undertaken by ICRAF staff in the area inquiring into the types
of indigenous trees planted in home compounds, and the reasons for planting those trees,
disce:+ved that more than 50% of trees were planted to either provide antidotes for local
poisons. or ward off evil spells (Peden, 1995a).

10

Calliandra :: « multipurpose tree (MPT) commonly used as a hedgerow in Kabale. The
Kabale ICE. “: - “FRENA project is actively researching the potential of Calliandra as an
agroforestry sjsucies, and encourages women’s groups to plant Calliandra as a boundary
marker in their fields. Research indicates that crop production may increase on slopes with
Calliandra boundary markers. It is also a common animal fodder and used by women
farmers for stakes for climbing beans.
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like getting rich, but it did not turn out that way.

According to Stella, her problems arc many. They [the village women] face many
problems because they are in rural areas. Stella thinks that the husband is less concerned
about his wife in rural areas. They [the husbands] spend the whole day drunk. So they
come home and disturb their wives about children, family affairs, food, and such things.

As her children grow up, she will try to stay with them and try to provide
everything if necessary, especially education. This education may be able to give them jobs
so that they can look after themselves by being able to buy their own land.

hanges in Women’s Liv.

Her mother was very hardworking when she was Stella’s age. She (the mother)
would cultivate her land, grind sorghum, fetch water, cook, collect firewood, and other
kinds of things. Most of her life was spent working on the land and for the family. She
(Stella) cannot compare her life with her mother’s because Stella has had no land for most
of her adult life.

The lives of her children are different from when she was a child. Her children do
not have enough food, no clothes, and not enough school fees to educate them because
she is poor compared to her mother's life. Stella attributes this largely to having no land to
cultivate.

Since she joined the BWDG, there has been a noticeable change in her family.

There has been some development"! in her home, in particular, her family is better taken

1

'Development’ is a translated term used often by women in the village women’s groups.
According to the women, the term refers to initiatives and education that aid the women in
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care of and have more material items because Stella can get household items through
working in the group, and she can borrow i..oney from the group. Other groups also lend
the BWDG money for ‘development’. She has acquired cups, bowls and matiresses from
working in the group.
Perpetwa

Personal Information

Perpetwa is a 38 year old widow originally from Ruhama village, Ankole
(Mbarara) District. She moved to Butobere when she married, in 1980. Perpetwa’s
husband died in 1983. Ever since then, she has been staying in the compound her husband
left her in.

Perpetwa attended school up to primary three. She stopped going ‘o school
because her parents could not afford tc send all the children, and she could contribute
more staying around the house. She cannot read or write in Rukiga, but she has attended a
few literacy classes organized by the BWDG.

The Household: Composition and Resour

Perpetwa lives in a two room mud and thatch house. She lives there with her three
school aged children. She had four children, but one of them disappeared last year. It was
a girl of about eight years old, and she did not come home from school one day. Perpetwa
has no idea what happened to her. It is not common for children to disappear like this, and
Perpetwa is still looking for her.

Perpetwa’s household economic characteristics are similar to those in category

lessening their poverty and providing material items for the family and household.
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two, except she can afford soap and her children appear to be reasonably healthy. Her
monthly household income is estimated at 100, 000 USh. She earns this money through
her participation in the credit and savings activities of the BWDG, selling any agricultural
surplus, and selling some of her trees for building poles and firewood. She gets about 500
USh for a bundle of wood (10-15 sticks of firewood), and earns about 30,000 USh per
year from the sale of tree products.

Perpetwa’s household has no other sources of income. She spends most of the
money on food, hospital costs'?, school fees and clothing. She usually purchases soap, salt,
and maize flour when she runs out of the supplies she gets from her fields. She does not
buy things such as sugar and milk, because these things are expensive and her family can
do without them. Approximately 10,000 USh per year is spent on hospital costs'.

rR ibilities and Ti f Househol mber:

Perpetwa is a member of the BWDG, so she spends Thursday mornings digging in
the group’s plots and Sunday afternoons at the group’s administrative meetings. Outside
of these times, she usually goes to dig in her plots every morning, Monday through
Saturday. On Sunday, she usually goes to church in the morning, unless there is a funeral

or it is the wet season and she has to plant. During the wet season, she spends more time

12

“Hospital costs” refer to visits to the doctor and the occasional purchase of medicine when
someone becomes ill. People in Butobere frequently complained of health problems and
being “sick”.

13

This expenditure tends to vary over time depending on the incidence of illness in the
family, the severity of the illness, and the amount of money available to spend on the ill

person. It is not known what priority is given to illnesses in deciding how to allocate
household income.
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in her fields planting and weeding. In the afternoons, she will go to dig in someone else’s
fields for money.

Perpetwa lives up in the hills and she fetches water from the valley below. It takes
her about 30 minutes to walk to the river from home. Her children assist her in fetching
water. Every child carries a small jerry can of water. They fetch this water normally in the
morning, or in the late evening on school days. When it rains, they are happy because they
can collect rainwater that falls from the roof into big drums, so they don’t have to g0 so
far to fetch water everyday. This is usually when the rain is heavy.

The children are home weekends and in the evenings, after school. Their work at
home is washing dishes, and sweeping and tidying the house. Perpetwa will give them
work according to gender if they are old enough. Very young children do what they can,
such as fetching water, regardless of their gender. Older girls will wash the dishes, and
clean the house, as well as fetch water and collect firewood. The boys are expected to
fetch water and gather firewood.

Land and Trees

Perpetwa has four small fields, including the one her house is built on. She also has
a eucalyptus plantation. She did not acquire all these fields at once. The plot that contains
the house was given to her husband by his uncle before they were married. The tree
plantation and a piece that lies down in the valley was purchased by her husband after they
married. The other two fields she acquired from her father-in-law. She used to have an
additional field that was given to her by her father-in-law after she married, in 1981. In

Bakiga culture, when a man gets a daughter-in-law, he gives her land to cultivate. This
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land was later taken away from her by her brothers-in-law, after the death of her
husbar

Her fields are far away from the house and from each other, so she finds it difficult
to cultivate and supervise them. It takes her approximately an hour to reach them.
Travelling the distance to dig every day is tiring, especially if she has to carry things such
as seedlings and a hoe there with her. It takes her at least one and a half hours to walk ‘o
her woodlot.

In the fields, she plants maize and beans. After this is harvested, she piants s:/eet
potatoes, and then she plants sorghum in the following harvest. All of her fields are s,
except the one contaww’  ~ woodlot.

Not all of the shie acquired from her father-in-law was taken by the brothers-
in-law. She gave them one plot, but fought for the others. The fields she was left with
were left to her because she was assisted by the RC and the elders, who considered the
land to belong to her based on some documents she has. In the case of the one plot, she
did not want to go against her brothers-in-law any further. She thought that the brothers-
in-law would never leave her alone, so she decided it was easier and less stressful to
simply give them some of her land than to keep fighting them for it.

Perpetwa knows of a few other people who have had similar conflicts over their
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Land that is the most vulnerable to a claim by in-laws after the death of a husband is land
that was given to the couple by the husband’s parents. Although the law clearly states that
the land is property of the widow and her children, many in-laws feel that the land belongs
to their family, and therefore, they are entitled to it if the son is not alive to benefit from it.
Land purchased by the couple after marriage is not included.
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land. One example is a woman whose husband died severa! years ago. When the woman
recently gave birth to the child of another man, the mother-in-law was so enraged by this
that she destroyed the woman’s house and tried to chase her off the land. The house had
been given to the woman’s husband by her father-in-law, and she remained living in it after
her husband’s death. The mother-in-law destroyed it as a punishment for the woman’s
misbehaviour with her brother-in-law. The woman has reported the incident to the RC, but
it is taking a long time to get a decision. This case is difficult one to solve, because
everyone is in the wrong; the mother-in-law for destroying the house, and the weman for
having a child from outside the family.

She has a problem with her far fields in that they are grazed on, and when the food
is ready it is stolen. This especially happens with her Irish potatoes. It is the young
children that are supposed to be grazing animals on fallow land, but their animals end up
grazing on people’s crops while they are playing their own games and not paying
attention. She has planted maize and beans in her home garden surrounding her house &+
does not have any banana trees.

There are no differences in male and female planting of species of trees. Men and
women choose the species to plant according to its intended use. Even cash and timber
trees, primarily the domain of men, are planted by women if the household has the land to
plant them in and decided they want to grow these trees. There is also little difference
between the uses of trees by men and women, except that men used trees for commercial
purposes, such as brick making and as building materials, while women use them for home

purposes, including firewood for cooking and brooms for sweeping.
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Possible barriers that may inhibit Perpetwa from tree planting include lack of
money to buy the scedlings, and lack of'land to plant them in. Barriers to tree survival
include children uprooting them or grazing animals on the seedlings, diseases, and drought
[during the dry season]. There are no solutions to these problems except fencing', as
reporting to the police and the Resistance Council costs a lot of money.

Perceptions of Women’s Lives: Constraints, Concerns and Priorities

Perpetwa claims to have no problems, except the usual home problems of poverty.
She finds it difficult to pay her children’s school fees. She doubts if they will be able to go
back to school next term. This is because the fields have decreased in their usual yield, so
now there is little source of income to buy books, pay school fees, and buy school clothes.

When her husband died, she had wanted to go home, but her mother had refused
her. Ankole is better than Kabale, as they grow enough foods like cassava, beans, bananas
and sweet potatoes. These things bring in a lot of income. Now, she is overworked in
order to look after her children. She decided not to leave, but to stay and cultivate the land
she already has.

Also, she feels that taking her children to a foreign land would be difficult, as they
may not be accepted in the new village, and her in-laws might complain‘®. Perpetwa tiad

considered leaving the children with the in-laws, but she feels that nobody cares about
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Due to the continuous movement of soil downwards on hill slopes, fences are not built
around agricultural fields. Fences were observed around some of the home compounds in
the viilages in Kabale District, but it is not a common practice.

16

Given what Perpetwa has to say about her in-laws following this statement, it is not clear
as to why they may have complained. Further questioning did not provide an explanation.
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them enough to look after them properly, so if she were to leave Butobere, she would
have to take her children with her. When her children get sick, none of the in-laws bother
to come see them, nor do they greet her children on the street'”. The in-laws do not get
very involved in her or her children’s lives.

Perpetewa thinks that men are not very concerned about their families, so the
women carry the burden to look after their families. Men do not assist in anything. Even if
they get jobs and are paid, they can’t contribute anything. Men will hide their money from
their wives. These men drink a lot to the extent of selling their own land without the wife
knowing about it. It has never happened to her, but this is common.

Perpetwa believes that the laws in Uganda that apply to women and children do
not need to be changed. They can stay as they are, because women can now go to the RC
if they are being disturbed. However, the rights of women and children are limited,
because men can still sometimes punish them and disturb them. When men are drunkards,
they bring a lot of problems into the home. There should be equality and respect for one
another; men need to learn how to treat women.

Changes in Women’s Lives

When Perpetwa’s mother was Perpetwa’s age, she also had some land that she had

gotten from her husband. That land was her mother’s sole source of income, and it was

enough to provide for the family.

17

Greeting is a very important part of Bakiga culture. To not greet a person you know, or
someone of higher status, when one encounters them out in public, is considered very bad
manners and an insult.
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The responsibilities of children have changed since Perpetwa was young. When she
was a child, she had someone to advise her in the things ske did. Now, so many children
are orphans with no parents, or the parents are separated and poor. They have no one to
guide them as they grow older.

Mary
Personal Information

Mary is 70 years old. She is originally from Butobere. She was married when she
was 20 to a man from Nyabushaby village in Kabale District. They decided to live in
Butobere as it is located near town for them to open a business. Mary’s husband died
several years ago.

Mary has never attended school, and has not learned how to read or write in
Rukiga.

The Household: Composition and Resources

Her household is large and complex. She gave birth to 10 children, six of whom
have died at different points in time. Over the years, many people have moved in and out
of Mary’s household. It currently consists of three of her adult children, their spouses, and
five grandchildren. Two of the grandchildren came to live with her after their parents died.
The other three were born here and still have their parents. The grandchildren are the only
ones that are there on a regular basis. Of her three children and their spouses, they are not
always around. They stay in different places, but usually come home after a few days or
weeks away.

Her aunt's daughter and her sister's son also used to reside with her. She educated
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these children to primary four and primary five, respectively. The girl came to live there
when her mother abandoned her to go find a job somewhere else, but the girl left to find
work at the age of 20. The nephew came to live there when his mother died and his father
married another woman. The other woman was unkind to the boy, so Mary decided to
take him in. He also left to find work elsewhere when he was old enough. She had, at one
time, care of her other nieces and niephews. Her sister went to Kenya, and had left her
childien there, but reclaimed them when she returned. Mary's mother is also residing in the

household.

Mary is the second of two wives. There is no contact between her and her co-
wife.

Similar to the other women in this study, Mary’s household socio-economic
characteristics most closely resemble wealth category two. Over the course of her life, the
amount of land and resources she has had access to has varied somewhat, but has
generally stayed within the boundaries of category two or some aspects of category three.
In some respects, Mary also resembles category one, and thus, she is the poorest
participant in the study. Her greatest asset is her woodlot, as it is currently full of mature
trees.

The household earns about 7,000 USh per week. Mary earns the bulk of this
money. Of the children, only one works regularly. This one is in Masaka and sends money
home only occasionally, approximately once per year. The sum is somewhere around
100,000 USh. The other children do contribute, but only a very small amount of money

from odd jobs and tasks such as digging.
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Spending the household money on food and needs for the grandchildren is Mary’s
responsibility. She decides what is needed and then buys what she can with the money she
has. She tries to pay the grandchildren’s school fees, but she cannot always manage.
Because of this, the children frequently miss semesters of school.

Labour Resrensibilities of Household Members

Mary cooks two or three times a day. Meals take about one and one half hours to
prepare and cook. The family typically eats beans, sweet potatoes, groundnuts, Irish
potatoes, peas and matooke. For one meal, she usually cooks about one kilogram of beans
and a big basket of sweet potatoes. She cooks every new meal, and not once for the family
to feed on for the rest of the day, like most women do. The food they eat is what they
produce. She has some land, so she gets what they need from her garden and fields.

They do not produce ground nuts, meat, salt, sugar and milk. These things are
purchased when there is extra money. Salt is the most common purchase; the other things
are not necessary. More important staples such as millet flour, maize flour, matooke, Irish

« beans are also purchased when they don't have enough. Food is the greatest
and most important expense for the household. Cooking is done with charcoal or
firewood, both of which she must purchase. One meal requires about 500 USh worth of
firewood or 300 USh worth of charcoal. She prefers firewood, but uses charcoal when
there is none.

The children all leave the farm to work everyday. They are often at home on
weekends. The grandchildren dig in her fields, collect wood and water, and do other

chores when they are not in school. The boys do day work on other farms, look after
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cows, cut wood and wash clothes. The girls fetch water, do housework, cook, help bathe
and look after the younger children.

Mary earns income by digging in other people's fields independently and for the
women's group. She does this everyday, and tends to her own housework and field work
on weekends and when she has spare time. Thursday mornings and Sunday afternoons are
filled with BWDG activities. Although she would like to attend church regularly, she does
not usually go on Sunday mornings. Sometimes, she has problems finding time to dig in
her own fields because she has to work for others first. Earning money takes priority as an
activity.

Land and Trees

Mary owns three plots of land. They are small plots of poor fertility. Two are close
to the house, within an hour's walk, the other is in Nyabushaby, a four hour walk to reach.
She grows sweet potatoes, beans, and peas. The food grown on these plots is consumed
by the household. There is rarely any left over for sale. She used to have more land, an
extra two plots, and this was enough to provide for the family, but the town council took
it about 20 years ago and rezoned it for municipal building purposes. These two plots
were given to Mary when she married by her parents. It was their will to give their
daughter land, as they liked her. The other plots were purchased.

She also has a small tree plantation in addition to her agricultural fields. The
plantation contains mature eucalyptus and black wattle that were planted in the 1970's and
1980's. There are about 30 mature trees on the woodlot. She is planting more trees in the

woodlot now, and has seedlings in various stages of growth. She buys her seedlings from
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the town council. She planted the trees herself, and now that her husband is dead, she
owns the trees. The trees are used for building material and firewood. When the trees are
needed for timber, or are not big enough to be cut, then she buys firewood. The children
also use her trees for firewood and building materials. Their use is controlled by Mary and
the children must ask before they cut a tree or take any products.

Places she cannot plant trees include in the fertile fields, as the land is needed for
food, and near the house, as she is atraid that the trec may fall on the house. At times,
some people from the village will complain if trees are planted on fertile land.

Timber and firewood are the most important tree products she uses. She also uses
brooms made from trees. Drought, uprooting, and grazing are problems that she faces in
having her trees survive, but Mary is very matter-of-fact about these things and does not
view them as problems, but rather as occurrences that she must deal with and solve. She
would like to plant more eucalyptus and black wattle trees, as well as some casuarina'®.

Mary does not know of any differences in species planted by men and those
planted by women, nor does she know of any gender differences in use. On the farm,
women do the cultivating and harvesting in the fields, while men go out and hire labour
and do other such jobs.

Mary also rents some land, one or two plots a year depending on how fertile the

land is and what she can afford to rent. This land is more fertile than the land she owns.
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Casuarina (Casuarina sp.) is a MPT planted by farmers for timoer, soil fertility
enhancement, shade, and aesthetic purposes. It is an agrofores:ry species of interest to
ICRAF researchers in Uganda.
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She rents it for one season at a time. These plots are about two hours walk from her
home, in Makanga. She does not use any other land other than that owned and rented, and
neither she nor her husband have ever sold any lard.

They used to own cows and goats, however, most have died and now they are left
with only one cow. Mary cares for this cow, which generates income through the sale of
milk.

When Mary is too old to cultivate her land, she will pass it on to her children. It
will be divided equally amongst the children. She foresees no reasons why she may sell her
land, as she figures that if she encounters serious problems, she can rely on her children to
help her out.

When her husband died, his brothers tried to reclaim the land that they had
inherited from his father. They were going to take it and share it. Mary reported it to the
RC and the elders, and paid them some money to deal with it. The RC spoke with the
brothers-in-law, and explained to them that the land was Mary's and to leave it alone. They
had already been given their fair share by their father, and he had given that portion to
Mary's husband and his family. This intervention worked and the brothers-in-law left her
alone.

After the land is passed to the children, Mary will no longer use it, as she will be
too old, and her children will then provide for her. She will still be able to use the trees,
but the children will cut them for her. She will not harvest things herself. She is not

permitted to use any trees owned by the community or town.
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rcepti men’s Lives: Constrain ncern o]

When she married, Mary expected her life to become easier. Her husband would
look after her and she would educate her children. This was not possible because some of
her children died, and for others, she could not pay school fees. After marriage and
children, she was responsible to provide food and school fees. She was not always
successful in providing enough.

The most serious problems faced by women today are family problems, particularly
where the lack of contribution from the husband is concerned. Producing too many
children is another serious problem for women. The reason that this is happening is that
men have failed to work together with their wives and so this has caused many problems
in families. Men don't know the value .. children.

Mary has been a member of the Butobere Women's Development Group for one
year. She joined in order to develop hersel{ .nd learn from other women. She does not
miss meetings except when she is sick. The most important activities undertaken by the
group are digging vegetables, learning, .nd developing her family. Also important are the
learning and the development of the w-men as a community that takes place as a result of
the group.

When asked about laws protecting women from their husbands, Mary responded
that women must listen to their husbands no matter what, even if he is a drunk. Women
should respect their husbands. Women of the past had to accept whatever situation the
husband gave them, as he was head of the family.

The introduction of the RC is a positive change for women, and if women have a
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problem they must report it to the RC. The laws do not need to be changed, as they have
helped a lot of women as they are. One must pay, however, to receive help from the RC.

Women can legally own land, and if a woman has land from her husband, then no
one should come and interfere with that land. She knows that the law states that if a
woman's husband dies and leaves land, the wife and children should take the land with
nobody interfering, including the in-laws or a second husband of the woman.

Changes in Women's Lives

Mary sees improvements in life in general from her mother's generation to her
own. When Mary's mother was her age, she was not educated. One such improvement has
been in health, sanitation and home economics education. Mary's mother didn't know the
use of cleaning food and not cleaning food. She had to go much farther to get water.

Mary thinks that there has also been a change for the better in the women’s skills
to organize their homes and manage their money. She never attended school, but she
learned all these things from the women’s clubs and the ¢ .urch. The church, women's
groups and fellow women have helped to teach each other about household issues, caring
for the family, planning and managing money.

The biggest change in children's lives from when she was a child is the reduction in
land. Now, families have to share land, and there is not enough to go around. Also, today's
children are not as well behaved as they were in the past. They do not want to go to
school or work. Parents used to educate them. Today it is the same, but they are hard to

control. Mary is not sure of why these changes have occurred.
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Mauda

Personal Information

Mauda is a 47 year old farmer whose husband has abandoned her and married
another woman. This is not a traditional situation of polygamy in which the husband
remains the husband of both wives. Rather, he chose to disassociate himself from Mauda
and their children. He left them about three years ago, and has not contributed anything to
the household or well being of the children since.

Her husband is from Bugongi village in Kabale District. They used to stay in
Bugongi before the husband left. Now, she is staying in Butobere with her mother who
gave her some land. The husband chased Mauda away and refused to let her continue
using the small amount of land he has.

Mauda was educated to primary two when she was a girl. She stopped going to
school because it was not regarded as important in those days for a girl to be educated.

The Household: Composition and Resources

Members of her family are five children. They are her children; two girls and three
boys. She has three grandchildren from her first born girl. She does not stay with anyone
else except her mother, her children and her grandchildren. Her first born is 20, and the
others follow with a difference of two years.

The eldest daughter is married, but the rest are of school age. Her daughter does

not stay with her husband at present because she is seriously ill'®. She left the husband's
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Mauda’s daughter died of AIDS in January, 1996, after these interviews had been
completed.
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place to come stay with Mauda when he was not giving her enough care.

The other children are often at home during holidays and also on the weekends.
Two of the boys are in boarding school, the other one stays home but he is schooling in
Butobere. The girl stays at home because the money available for schoo! fees was not
enough. It was the children’s decision which one was to stop studies, and she was the one
who decided with the boys to stop going to school. She saw the ways her mother worked
hard for them and then decided to stay home and work with her. The ones in boarding
school are in secondary four and secondary six.

She has relatives in Nyagera village. These are her elder sisters and brother. She
also has another brother in Mbarara. She has nieces and nephews staying in Mbarara
whose parents have died. They stay with her every holiday and go back home when it is
beginning of the school term. The children in Mbarara are her eldest brother’s children. He
died at the same time as his wife of AIDS. There are three children - she does not know
how old they are. They are all still in school. They are staying with no one else in their
house.

Economically, Mauda’s household is described as category two. In the past, she
experienced circumstances closer to category three, but due to a variety of problems and
additional expenses, she is managing with less now.

In a year, she gets about 360,000 USh. This money is earned from digging and
trading bananas and sweet potatoes. She is paid 800 USh per day when she is digging. The
other amount is earned from the group. She earns about 1,000 per day, which is consumed

immediately to buy things. The profit from what she trades is very small.
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The children do not earn anything for the household because they are young and
still in school. No relatives assist them by contributing money to her family. The money
Mauda earns is spent on food, hiring occasional labourers to work on her land, and
hospital expenses.

She used to have two cows, but one died. The other was sold for school fees for
the boy who is in secondary six. She kept these cows for more than three years. She sold
the cow for approximately 60,000 USh. In one year, the cow brought in an income of
about 100,000 USh from the milk. She used to use this milk money to pay the children’s’
school fees. She used to have goats also, but due to other problems she gradually sold
them off. She sold about 15 goats to buy medicines for her daughter, pay labourers to dig
in her field, and pay school fees for her children and grandchildren. She still has one goat
left.

r Responstbilities of Household Member

Ma 1a does most of the cooking for the family. She says that this is because the
children are young and not ready to look after themselves. Her mother has ill health and
cannot to do much work, but she still helps with cooking. She cooks one kilogram of
potatoes and two kilograms of beans a day ard this supplies the family with two meals.
She purchases things like sugar, rice, and salt if there is extra money. She buys also foods
she does not produce on her own, such as ground nuts, Irish potatoes and vegetables.

The children also assist her in cooking. She uses firewood, about three pieces for
every meal. She gets firewood from other people's plantations, especially where she can

find fallen branches. One is not supposed to do this, but she sneaks and hopes she does not
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get caught. Others in the village also take fallen branches without permission, especially
from the school’s woodlot. She buys some firewood, about one bundle in a week. A two
day supply of firewood costs 10,000 USh. When the girl stays at home, she does the
digging, washing, and cleaning the house.
Land and Tr

She has land of about two acres (five plots) in which she £rows sweet potatoes,
sorghum and climbing beans. She also has a home garden where she plants vegetables and
beans. Her fields are far from her house and from each other. It takes her about one hour
to walk to them.

All these plots were given to her by her mother. Her mother saw that Mauda and
her children were suffering, so she decided to give her part of the land that her dead
husband had left her. The remaining land was divided amongst her other siblings who live
close enough to cultivate it.

She sometimes rents lands because most of her plots do not grow well. She uses a
rented plot of land for a year and if it is fertile, then she uses it for more time, The amount
of rent she pays depends on how fertile the land is and where it is; if it is fertile and located
in a good place, then it is more expensive.

The land will be given to the children. All children will be given some land
urrespective of their gender. Each will receive an equal share of land. When she gives out
this land to her children, she will not have any right to use it at all. Before she gives them
land, she says she will educate them to the level she can, and then give them their freedom.

She has a plantation of trees and some trees in her fields. She has planted trees, but
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they are used mostly for sale in whole tree [timber] form. The tree plantation will also be
given to her children in the future.

She has planted some trees for cutting for sale. She has trees in her home garden
and others which act as medicinal plants. These trees are eucalyptus only. She is the one
responsible for those trees. She does not allow any person in her family to use them. The
only people who have a right to cut the trees are her mother and her children. Before they
can cut a tree, though, they must ask Mauda’s permission. She uses trees for firewsod and
building material and others for selling. Most of them have been sold in order to get
money for her daughter’s treatment.

if she had more land, Mauda would like to plant more trees. She would prefer to
plant eucalyptus because it grows quickly. The reasons why she wants to plant these trees
are that they add fertility to the soil, prevent soil erosion and also because vou can save
your money in them and if you get any problem, then you can sell them.

Mauda .ias experienced problems with uprooting and grazing over tree seedlings
that she has planted in the woodlot, usually by children tending cows or playing games and

not paying attention to what they are doing.

As previously mentioned, Mauda has problems of sick children and lack of school
fees in her family.

Mauda is aware of the fact that a woman can own land, and that no one is to
interfere with her ownership if she acquires it through the right procedures, such as

inheriting from parents, the husband dies and leaves it in your hands, or when she
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purchases the property. Relatives used to take way property when the husbands of women
passed away. This was not right. Today, women have the right to claim for property left
by their relatives, especially parents and husbands.

Also, if a person were to cut Mauda’s trees without permission, she would report
it to the police or RC member of her village. It is better if you can catch the person red
handed, but if it is just suspected, then it can cost you a lot of money for nothing. The
police or RC's will work on her case quickly and thoroughly if she pays some money.
Without money, one cannot get anything done.

Problems rural women face are lack of capital to start businesses when they have
nobody to assist them. In the future, she thinks she will encounter problems paying school
fees for her grandchildren.

Changes in Women’s Lives

During the course of the : -erviews, Mauda did not provide any information

relating to this topic.
Lois
Personal Information

Lois is a widow of approximately 65 to 70 years of age. This is an estimate, as she
cannot remember her age.

She has been living in Butobere most of her life, and has been in her present house
since she married when she was a young woman. Her husband was from another village,
Nyakyishenyi. She lived in his village for a very short time after their marriage, then the

couple shifted back to Butobere when her father-in-law purchased land here.
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Lois gave birth to seven children, but only two daughters and one son are still
alive. The two eldest died when they were young children. One daughter died in Kampala.
Her other son and his wife died of AIDS two years ago, within a few months of each
other.

Lois did not attend school, nor is she able to read and write in Rukiga.

The H hold: Composition and R r

Lois lives with and provides for six of her grandchildren. Her son died 2 years ago
and his wife died sliortly thereafter, leaving her with the children. She has two adult
daughters living in town, and a son.

Lois’ husband died many years ago, leaving her with the land she has now. Her
father-in-law used to reside with her, until he died several years ago, leaving her with all of
his property. She no longer has any other in-laws, as they are also all dead.

Lois and her family have a standard of living quite similar to that described in
wealth category two, with the exception of a few things, such as the animals she used to
own and the large banan-. plantation surrounding her house. Lois has lived like this for
most of her life.

She has a two room mud and clay house with a thatch roof. Her compound also
contains a small mud and thatch kitchen. She owns two wooden chairs and a few kitchen
utensils such as a cooking pot and a few cups and bowls. The family typically eat and sleep
on woven papyrus mats. The items have been owned by Lois for many years.

All of the food they consume is produced on her or her grandchildren’s fields. The

children must cultivate the land owned by their parents if the family is to have enough to
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eat. Some of her crop produce is occasionally taken to town and given to her two children
that live there. The daughters do not make much money and sometimes need help with
food.

Lois has no source of cash income. She digs in her own fields only, and often finds
that she is too tired and weak to do much work. She is teaching her grandchildren how to
dig so that they can assist her and assist themselves when they are older. They cultivate
their own food, and the children are involved in UNICEF sponsorship programs for school
fees, soap and clothes®.

In the past, Lois used to keep one cow and a few goats. She received the cow as
bride wealth when her daughter married about five years ago. They have been gradually
sold off over the last two years to pay school fees for the children, and buy clothing and
household items. The household still has one goat, and the children keep a few chickens.

L Responsibilities of

Two of the children are in school. Their school fees are paid for by an UNICEF
program. Currently, the grandchildren cultivate those fields in addition to the land
surrounding Lois’s house. The children spend their days in the fields; digging, planting,

weeding or harvesting depending on the season. They are also responsible for caring for

20

It was not clear exactly which sponsorship programs the children were involved in (if any),
as Lois had difficulty discussing this in detail. It is only known that “school fees for the
children are being paid by other people. These children are the ones who bring home
things like clothes and soap being given to them by people who look after them”
(interview transcription, December 23, 1995). During the researcher’s first visit to her
farm, Lois asked the translator if the researcher was with UNICEF and had come to put
the other children in school. Since she knew of UNICEF’s sponsorship programs, it is
assumed that there has been some contact with them in the past.
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the goat and chickens.

Lois does most of the cooking and food preparation at home. The children assist
with food preparation such as shelling beans and peas, diguing potatoes, etc. and fetching
water. She cooks one meal a day, in the midday, and it feeds the family for the evening
meal and the next day’s meal, until she cooks again. The family typically eat beans, sweet
potatoes, matooke, porridge or posho™.

Land and Tree

Lois’s house is up in the hills, about a 45 minute walk from the main road of the
village. Her fields surround the house. This land was given to her by her father-in-law
when he and her husband were still alive. After their deaths, no one challenged her for the
land because all her other in-laws were already dead. She has a large banana plantation
and three average sized plots. Unlike many home gardens in Kabale, there are no other
plants intercropped among the banana trees.

Lois also used to cultivate an additional plot f . lley land that was owned by one
of her sons. The son received it from his grandfather®. This plot was further than a one
hour walk from home. It was sold many years ago to a person that wanted it for a dairy

farm because the son had no children at the time®, and therefore did not need to keep it

21
Cooked maize flour
2

Giving land to grandchildren is not a common practice in Bakiga culture, as usually there
are many children waiting for property.

px}

This same son now has nine children.
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for inheritance.

About one fourth of a kilometer away from her house is another, smaller house. It
was the house of her son that had died from AIDS. The house is now locked up until her
grandchildren grow old enough to take it over. The fields surrounding the house also will
belong to the grandchildren,

Since Lois has three plots of land and the children have three or four surrounding
their parents house, and the food they produce is used for household and family
consumption, Lois believes she can spare some land. She leaves one plot fallow, usually
for one season at a time.

In the future, Lois’ house and fields will be given to her remaining chiidren, the son
and two daughters that live in town. Her son will get the house, garden and a plot of land.
The girls will receive one plot of land each. Both girls are married, however, Lois plans to
leave them a share with documents stating that the land is theirs. This is to keep their
husbands or their husbands’ families from trying to take over the land. She will pass the
land onto her children when she is too old to work it herself. Then, the children can care
for her.

Prior to Lois’ husband’s death, he had sold a piece of land to a neighbour. After
the husband died, the neighbour tried to extend his land holdings by encroaching on some
of Lois’ adjoining plot. In order to stop this, Lois’ son* planted some eucalyptus trees

along her plot border to indicate the boundary of their plots. This strategy worked, and he

24

This is the same son who lived nearby and died two years ago.
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stayed off her land. However, since the death of her son, the man comes and cuts the trees
in the night and steals the firewood. Fortunately, he does not do it very often. Lois
believes it is because he is afraid of being caught. Sc far, he has stolen two of her trees.
Lois states that if he does it again, she will report it to the RC.

Lois does not have a tree plantation, nor has she ever had one. She uses corn and
sorghum husks for firewood, and buys charcoal from the village. She would have to
purchase building materials if she required them for her farm.

rception n’s Lives: Constrain ncerns and Prioriti

The problem of ill health and children dying are common in families. This was a
problem when her children were young, and it is still a problem now. These are problems
that will never end.

Women now need more money that they used to. Most women get money from
joining the women’s groups and going to dig for it in other people’s fields.

Changes in Women’s Lives

Lois does not know of changes in women’s lives. She has worked as hard digging
her land as her mother did, and her children have just as many problems of health and
dying children.

She does have concerns about the future well being of her grandchildren and their
ability to provide for themselves. Since the children will not receive a full education, they
will not find jobs and will be dependent on their land. The land they have is not enough for
six, and it is of poor quality. They will have to keep working very hard for less and less.

When the girls marry, they may gci more land from their husbands, or they can join the
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women’s group. As for the boys, they will have to share what they have and try to earn
money to buy more.
Summary

These are stories of women from Butobere parish, Kzbale District. In spite of their
differences in age, history and household structure, these five women are quite similar; the
themes discussed in chapter IV are evident in greater or lesser degrees in each of their
lives. They all have slightly unique circumstances, and face different challenges everyday.
These individual variations provide context for the themes identified in chapter IV, and an
understanding of how the themes function in reality to affect women farmers, their
decisions, and their actions.

These women have not been drastically affected by issues of land and tree tenure.
With the assistance of a women’s group, Stella has purchased her own land. Mary and
inherited some land from her parents, while Perpetwa and Lois both own land that czame
from their husbands’ families. Thev do not own a large amount of land, but what they have
belongs to them and how it is used is under their decision making control. Mauda’s
experience of receiving land from her mother is an example of how women are able to use
their available resources to capacity to solve a problem, and how Bakiga families will
assist women in difficult circumstances.

As noted in chapters I and II, household structure and headship is an area of
considerable interest to development agencies and scholars. It is widely believed that
women from male headed househclds have different issues to grapple with than do women

who head their own households. In many southern nation locales, the evidence certainly
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supports this hypothesis. However, in Kabale District, a significant observation that
emerged from these interviews was that the presence of a male head of household did not
necessarily impose different circumstances for women farmers in terms of their subsistence
production capabilities and constraints. The similarities in roles, repsonsibilities and
excpectations placed upon women with and without husbands can be attributed to the
social expectation of women as responsible for the family and household, and the tendency
of Bakiga men to expend their resources outside of the household. In wealthier
households (wealth categories three, four and five) male earnings may be contributed to
the upkeep of the home and children, however, average types of households do not
receive much in terms of male head of household contributions. The one area of potential
significant difference is in land holdings of people within wealth categories two and three,
as married women may be more likely to have guaranteed access to land from their in-
laws.

All five of the women were within wealth category two. However, the data
ce'lected from this sample indicated that having a husband, being a widow or being
abandoned did not seem to have a substantial impact on the resources available to the
women, or their responsibilities. Husbands of women from wealth categories one, two,
and three have been identified by the Bakiga women as being less likely to help their wives
and contribute to the household and family maintenance than are wealthier men. This is
evident in the wealth categories described in appendix 1b, and is was evident in this
interview material from Kabale.

AIDS was having an impact family resource use, particularly in Mauda’s case. Lois
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as well has been affected by the AIDS epidemic and has had to alter her resource
management practices to provide for her yrandchildren.

Women’s group involvement has been a beneficial influence in the lives of most of
these women. In addition to material items and cash, being a member of a women’s group
has provided women with moral and social support networks, and an informal institution
for learning.

What is perhaps the most important insight in terms of the purposes of this study is
that these women are managing to survive**. They have land, and a desire to work hard to
provide for their families. With appropriate education and support, it is possible to have

these women implement agroforestry into their fields.

25

Alcoholism and family violence are conspicuously absent from the accounts. While many
women respondents raised the issue in general terms, it was never discussed specifically.
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CHAPTER VI

THEORETICAL MODEL: HUMAN ECOLOGY, GENDER AND BAKIGA
WOMEN’S TRIPLE ROLES

The Human Ecology Framework: Integration of the Model and Women's Lives

The theoretical framework adopted for this study was a combination of human
ecology and gender identity. Thus, it was the ultimate goal of this project to create a
substantive theory in which Bakiga women’s lives can be understood in terms of their
gender identity and roles and placed within a human ecological model, which could then
be embedded within an ecological model of the agroforestry system. The conczpt of triple
roles was instrumental in identifying women’s responsibilities and priorities and placing
them within 2n appropriate socio-cultural context.

To illustrate how a human ecological approach, combined with an underst: - ing
of the social manifestations of gender constructs, can be used as a tool to comprehend the
inter-related complexities of farm women’s lives, Mauda’s circumstances were placed into
the human ecological model. Mauda was chosen as a case to model for the simple reason
that her life was considered by the researcher to be interesting. Any one of the other four
participants would have been equally suitable candidates to have their case modeled.

Human ecology, gender identity and Moser’s model of the triple roles of women
have been discussed in detail in chapter I. In brief review, a2 human ecological model
conceptualizes humans in systems of dynamic interaction with both near and far
environments. The individual or group can be analysed from the human ecological

perspective. A basic assumption of this approach is that the ecological well-being of the
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natural environment is a macro-level determinant of the quality of human life, and that all
human decisions and actions have an impact on the health and sustainability of the earth's
resources (Bubolz and Sontag, 1993).

Gender is a social construct that results in individual concepts of self and notions
of social interaction. Hence, one’s social roles and expectations are largely related to
gender. Since roles and expectations are associated with other social factors, such as class
and age, the work and responsibilities of women may be considered a natural extension of
their gendered self and therefore become invisible.

To make the invisible visible, Moser (1989) proposed viewing women’s lives in
terms of their triple roles and identifying each task associated with the roles of
reproductive, productive and community work. The male counterpart of these roles is
primarily in the productive, as the primary income earner and in community
leadership/formal organization at the political level. The reproductive roles of men are not
clearly defined, nor is reproductive work considered to be within the framework cf male
responsibility.

The Triple Roles of Bakiga Women

As noted in other chapters of this thesis, Bakiga women from varying socio-
economic classes faced different circumstances and had access to differing levels of
resources. In spite of this, some generalities of the roles and expectations for women have
been stated. While these roles and expectations may hold true for all classes of women,
they were particularly applicable to ‘average’ farm women that lived in conditions

resembling wealth categories one, two and three.
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Reproductive

The reproductive realm of women’s responsibilities includes all of the aspects of
childbirth, child raising, and household work that ensures the sustainability and
continuation of the labour force. This role can include food production and preparation,
housework, and caring for the children.

In Kabale District, the household and children were the primary domain and
responsibility of women. The women undertook all the digging, planting, weeding and
harvesting associated with crop production in Kabale District during the period of this
study. Occasionally, a man worked in the fields, but his work was usually in the capacity
of day labourer for another land owner, or clearing a new plot of land for production. “4/
agricultural work is done by women” (respondent, Butobere village, December, 1995).

Women were also responsible for all the household tasks, such as clearung,
sweeping, and having repairs made to the house. If the repairs required hiring lat our, the
women often paid for the work. Children assisted with this work, especially in fetching
water, sweeping, and washing dishes.

Babies and small children were tended to, fed and cared for by their mothers. The
women took their children with them most of the places they went, including the fields.
Men did not typically care for babies or small children.

Productive

The productive role refers to income generating activities and commercial market

pursuits. The prodpctive role comprises work done for cash or other forms of payment.

Ar, activity, whether it be a part of the formal or informal economy, that generates
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income is considered to be productive work.

For many women, particularly those from wealth categories one, two and three,
income generation to pay school fees and buy household items was a part of their daily
activities, whether or not there were other income earners in the household.

Activities commonly done by women included selling and trading small amounts of
surplus crops and charcoal in the village, agriculiural labour, and activities associated with
a women’s group. Aside from scheduled group meetings, these activities were done in
conjunction with one another and consumed a lot of time. For example, women often
spent the morning of a typical day digging in their own fields. Then, they worked in
other’s fields in the afternoon. If they could not find work digging, then they set up ‘shop’
on the side of the road to sell things, or, if they were at home preparing meals, items for
sale were displayed outside the house for sale to anyone who comes by.

Woodlots used for commercial production, once considered to be the work of
men, was being undertaken by women. In female headed households that owned a
woodlot, women planted trees, maintained them, and cut them at their own discretion.
Many women from male headed households also did this work; others had to consult their
husband before making tree related decisions. This largely depended on the personality of
the husband.

Community

Community management activities are an extension of women's reproductive role.

It is unpaid work which ensures the continuance and well-being of collective community

resources, such as water, education and health care.
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Since this study was concerned with the impact of women’s responsibilities on
agroforestry practices, less information was collected about these activities than about the
reproductive and productive realms. While the women of Butobere may have been very
active in community projects, such endeavours were not readily observable during trips to
the community as the focus of visits was on the home and fields.

The care of sick children and AIDS victims was an essential and demanding
community service fulfilled by Bakiga women. This included not only providing and
administering medicines to the ill person, but also preparing meals and spending time
caring for the person and any children the ill person had.

Teaching children (especially girl children) agricultural skills such as “how to dig”
was the occupation of women; usually the children’s mother or grandmother. Women in
Butobere also spent time educating and supporting one another, particularly the women
that belonged to women’s groups. In addition to digging and other income generating
activities of the groups, women taught one another skills such as basic literacy and baking.

The results of this study clearly indicate that within the roles and expectations of
Bakiga women in Kabale District there was considerable overlap between their
reproductive, productive and community management work. For example, while
generating school fees was a productive activity, it often became the woman’s
responsibility because it was associated with the care of children. All labour tasks, except

for building', were being done by women, thus placing considerable demands upon their

1

Constructing houses, fences, granaries, etc. was the occupation of men. Women did not
report doing any building, nor were they observed doing so.
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time.
Application of the Modzl: Mauda’s Life in cological Terms

Mauda’s life was first conceptualized in terms of her own human ecological reality,
using Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) model of the developmental environment of the individual.
Bronfenbrenner’s model identified four nested levels, with the individual at the centre.
Within the most immediate environment, the microsystem, are the relationships and
activities that are present in the individual’s daily life. The next layer, the mesosystem, is
the processual, interactive layer. It represents exchanges between the microsystem and the
exosystem. In this instance, the mesosystem operates as the decision making process of
Mauda, and how the decisions she makes based on her life circumstances impacts on her
farming system and how she utilizes her land. The exosystem contains more distant
influences that have a direct influence on the individual, whether or not the individual is
present or aware of the influence. The outermost structure, the macrosystem, represents
the influences of the larger society and the encompassing context of values that comprise a
culture.

Figure 5 is a depiction of Mauda’s life within a human ecological framework.
Mauda is at the centre of the system, surrounded by the tasks, relationships and
responsibilities that comprise her triple roles. These include the needs of her children,
grandchildren and mother, all of the responsibilities associated with provicing food and
income for the household, her women’s group activities, and the demands placed upon her
by her daughter’s illness. More distant but tangible influences include historical

occurrences in Mauda’s life, development agencies operating in Kabale District, the
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Figure 5. Human ecological model of Mauda’s life circumstances.
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environmental conditions of Kabale District, the local fuelwood shortage, the church, the
parish Resistance Council, Bakiga patterns of property and land inheritance, and people
grazing their animals on her fields. The majority of exosystem factors operate at the
community level, as opposed to macrosystem factors such as the Ugand:n legal system,
guaranteed rights of women, national and global economic conditions, and the AIDS
epidemic which operates at national and international levels.

Figure 6 shows the interaction of the most immediate levels of Mauda’s ecological
system with the agroforestry micro and meso systems. In this model, the microsystem of
the agroforestry system is its biophysical components®. An important point to note is that
there is a difference between the microsystems cf an individual and a farming system, and
that the human components of a farming system are operating within the farming system’s
mesosystem, rather than in the microsystem. The microsystem elements of Mauda’s life
create the social relations of production and resource utilization decisions and strategies
within her household. The social relations of production are comprised, largely, of the
elements found in Mauda’s microsystem, while the resource utilization decisions are a
product of the social relations of the microsystem and occur within the mesosystem.
Taken together, these relations, decisions and strategies, impact upon the agroforestry
microsystem in terms of how land is used.

The Mesosystem: A Decision Making Process

The processes occurring in the mesosystem are shown in Figure 7. This figure

2
The agroforestry system is described in detail in Chapter 1.
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depicts the impact of each £ the themes identified on the decision making process and
typical outcomes of land use associated with basic resources women claim to need and
frequently lack. The model is a generalized conceptualization of the issues considered
when making land use decisions. Mauda’s circumstances are presented in the model,
showing how some of the issues she contends with work to constrain her from practicing
agroforestry.

The technique of ethnographic decision tree modelling was used to construct
Figure 7. Ethnographic decision tree modelling is a research method in which the
processes of decisions are identified, through ethnographic fieldwork techniques, from an
emic perspective (Gladwin, 1989). In this case, however, the decision tree model is used
as a tool for analysis, rather than a research method.

The decision tree presented in Figure 7 is a post-fieldwork model. The model has
not been tested or revised in the field, as it would have been if the method had been used
according to Gladwin’s specifications; however, it does outline the possible decision
making process used by Bakiga farm women and suggests an approach for future
research. This directive for further researcli is revisited in a later section on future research
and planning mitiatives.

The criteria included in the steps of the decision making process, as well as the
order in which each item appears in the process, were determined from the interview and
observational data. Each step of the decision model is comnlex and could potentially be
fragmented into a series of micro-decisions that create the macro-decision of each

subsequent step in the model. For example, the criterion “Does X have relatives to
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contribute support” (Figure 7, level three) includes situaiions of family members that send
cash remittances home, relatives that give gifts of food, a brother lending a tract of land to
an abandoned sister to cultivate, or a mother who takes in her widowed daughter and the
children. Each circumstance creates individual outcomes of need with subsequent
individualized decisions. However, in terms of identifying particular issues that impact on
agroforestry behaviour, and the relative importance of each issue as articulated by women
respondents, Figure 7 is an appropriate model of group behaviour with testable decision
outcomes.

As Figure 7 clearly indicates, having access to and control over land is a first level
requirement to the implementation of agroforestry; however, it is not the only
consideration. Fulfilling the family’s basic needs is the first priority of most women, and
the decision of what to plant in the fields and home garden space reflects these needs.
Plots tend to be used to generate sufficient domestic food supply and income to pay
school fees. If a family member falls ill, available resources will often be channelled into
the needs of the ill person. Women that have land (either their own or their husband’s),
who have their family’s food and basic income needs met, and have access to agricultural
labour, seedlings, and agroforestry education, are the most likely to implement
agroforestry in their fields and home gardens.

Mauda has access to land and is able to provide sufficient food for her family. She
is lacking in an adequate supply of cash income to pay school fees, buy clothes, and
purchase medicine and medical treatments for her daughter. She joined a women’s group,

which has enabled her to generate some cash income. In addition to this, her past
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experience of relocating after the breakdown of her marriage, and the cumulative demands
placed upon her and the household resources by the needs of her children , grandchildren,
mother and ill daughter have resulted in her gradually selling off livestock assets and
working as a labourer and trader to generate additional income. Mauda is operating within
levels one to five of the model. She does not have the resources to move into agroforestry
practices, which are found in level six of the model.

The issues of alcoholism and family violence are not incorporated into the model.
This is not to assume that they are insignificant influences. Rather, they are complex issues
that may motivate numerous different decisions and actions. If a woman is confronted with
issues of alcohol abuse and/or violence, the situation is further complicated in terms of
how household resources are utilized and who is making those decisions. Questions
regarding the quality and quantity of resources available to the household, economic
activities of household members, and personality characteristics of household members
factor into the process.

These issues cannot be adequately dealt with in Figure 7 because circumstances of
alcoholism and violence, whether it is the husband, the wife or other family member that is
the abuser, require their own decision model. As well, this was an exploratory study that
did not focus on the particular circumstances of households afflicted with alcoholism and
violence. There is not enough detailed information within the data set to develop a
reasonable theoretical model of these situations. In terms of Mauda’s life, she does not
suffer from these circumstances, therefore, it is not relevant in her case to speculate how

such occurrences would impact on her resource decisions and use patterns.
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Figure 8 locates Mauda, her micro and meso systems, and her interactions with the
agroforestry micro and meso system within the larger agroforestry ecosystem. The
agroforestry micro and meso system depicted in Figure 6, and the larger agroforestry
ecological model in Figure 8, were adapted from Bronfenbrenner’s model and modified to
suit agroforestry systems. Human ecological theory was chosen to represent these systems
because it provides a useful tool for graphically showing how human and biophysical
systems fluidly interact and influence each ciher.

In this model, Mauda and the agroforestry system are impacted by similar forces in
their respective exosystems. These forces consist of, but are not restricted to, local
development agencies such as ICRAF, CARE and others that address environmental and
farming issues, the local educational system, the environmental conditions of Kabale (soil
erosion and depletion, deforestation, etc.), land tenure and inheritance systems of the
Bakiga people.

Both Mauda and the agroforestry system are located within the same macrosystem
of the biophysical, economic and socio-cultural influences of Uganda and the global
environment.

Project Summary and Conclusions

This study investigated the social factors that have an effect on the agroforestry
behaviour of women farmers in Kabale District, Uganda. The original intent of the project
was to focus on land and tree tenure as issues that have a significant impact on women’s
behaviour; however, through the course of the study it became apparent that other factors

had a similar or greater amount of influence on the decisions women made regarding their
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MACROSYSTEM

EXOSYSTEM

Figure 8. Human ecological model showing the placement of human systems and
agroforestry systems within a larger environment.
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land and their subsequent actions. In addition to land and tree tenure, the elements
identified were population pressure and land availability, alcoholism and family violence,
AIDS related illness and death, household demands and women’s resources, and female
community solidarity. Some of these factors acted as a drain on household resources,
while others added to the resources available to women.

Five case studies were conducted with typical farm women from Butobere village
to provide detailed, qualitative information about the practical manifestations of the
themes identified. Many of the themes emerged within the life stories and were shown, in
varying degrees, to have had an effect on the decisions and actions of women farmers in
regards to how they utilized their agricultural land.

Human ecological theory, along with an awareness of gender identity and the triple
roles of women, was used to create a model of women’s lives that can be used to identify
the less visible aspects of women’s responsibilities and demands on their time. The model
also depicts how women’s lives interact with and affect the agroforestry system through
individual decision making processes, and it illustrates the interdependency of social and
biophysical environments.

The data collected during the course of this study suggest that Uganda isin a
period of radical change for women. Women are living their lives, and inducing change
through their actions, although the larger society, and even the women themselves, may
not be overtly aware of it. Change comes from action, and even quiet actions can have
significant impacts on social systems. The women of Kabale are not helpless victims of

circumstance whom have no control over their own lives, land or labour. These women
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are aware of their circumstances, and working hard to change them.

The interviews with farm women suggest that women have much more control
over what is planted on the fields than previously believed. They make many of their own
decisions regarding the land and are able to plant trees if they so choose without fear of
eventually losing them. While many women cxpressed an interest in planting more trees,
the main deterrent to actually planting trees was the perceived need to use the amount of
land they had to grow food. “Some people will complain if you plant trees on fertile land”
(interview respondent, Butobere village, January 1996). Basically, 2 woman cannot and
will not plant trees on land that is used to grow food crops. This view persisted amongst
women whether they possessed one plot or twenty plots of land.

A second, indirectly related point gained from the interviews was that perceptions
of rural farmer women’s lives varies between socio-economic classes of people. Ugandan
women from the upper socio-economic groups, and well educated women tend to hold the
stereotypical view of rural women as unempowered, marginalized, and helpless. While
these perceptions may or may not be true, what is notable is that they differ from the
perceptions and actions of the rural women themselves. Rural women tend to view
themselves as resource poor, but able to change their circumstances if they work hard.
Mauda’s persistence in trying to generate enough food and monetary income to meet the
needs of her family is evidence of this spirit of resourcefulness, hard work and
determination to achieve her goals of providing for her family.

With these conclusions in mind, it is important to look at the future of Ugandan

women in terms of their potential to become the developers of agroforestry initiatives,
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since the ‘average’ farm women are most likely to be the people who, collectively, can
implement agroforestry on a large scale. While no empirical numbers are available to
demonstrate the strength of Ugandan women, there are clear indications of future trends
emerging from the data of this exploratory study. Understanding the present is not
sufficient to plan for the future. Women's attitudes are changing, and they are teaching
new attitudes to their daughters, nieces and daughters-in-law.

Recommendations for Future Research and Action

Many of the influences on agroforestry behaviour identified and discussed in this
thesis are beyond the mandate, expertise and authority of ICRAF. Recommendations for
future research and programs are made with this point in mind.

There are many opportunities for detailed research into the issues presented in this
thesis, especially the problems of alcoholism and family violence, and how a woman
experiencing these problems will (or must) modify her agricultural production behaviours.
Specific quantitative data is needed to understand such questions as how much land and
res urces are being used to care for AIDS patients and pay for funerals?, How much land
15 sold to finance a drinking habit?, and What are the relationships between land holdings,
land use and resource utilization of subsistence rural farmers?. The decision tree model
developed as the mesusystem of women’s lives requires field testing and refinement to
produce an accurate model that can be used by program planners to anticipate the
decisions and actions of rural women farmers in Kabale District.

Many advocates of marginalized groups call for education as an answer to

overcoming poverty and disadvantage. Certainly, educating the marginalized group about
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available options is a useful strategy to overcoming poverty, but educating the dominant
group is also needed. “The men must be taught to know the roles and the value of their
wives and daughters” (Mubiru, 1995).

Future planning initiatives and agroforestry programs must acknowledge not only
women's roles in agroforestry, but their position of power and decision making control.
They need to be treated as the owners of initiatives, not simply as the major participators.

While it is easy to be enthusiastic about the gains made by Ugandan women, it is
also important to be realistic. Not all women have decision-making control over their land.
Some still do not have decision making control over the basic aspects of their lives, such
as marriage and child birth. Collaborative research and development programs between
agencies is needed to address these basic issues, as well as forge a link between grassroots
empowerment of women and agroforestry.

The biggest identified constraint to practicing agroforestry is a perceived lack of
land to plant trees on. Perceptions of one’s actual land holdings compared to one’s needed
land holdings is an area for potential future research, as it has been noted that most
women hold this view, regardless of the amount of land they have access to. The
hypothesis suggested by this observation is that women who do hold more than adequate
land to provide for their family tend to believe they need all of their land for food
production because of the surrounding economic environment. Obviously, ICRAF is
powerless to affect the population density and amount of arable land in the district, but
ICRAF can address women’s percepticas »f agvoforestry and trees, once it has been

determined if the women’s perceptions are an accurate reflection of reality.
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If agroforestry is to improve in Kabale District, there must be more land, more
domestic capital, and greater property security. Until the AIDS epidemic is under control,
it is a variable with a significant impact that must be taken into consideration when
evaluating the potential of agroforestry for a particular area.

Many of the studies referred to in this thesis repeatedly discuss the issues of
traditional land ownership patterns, women’s insecure tenure to land and lack of decision
making power over land use as b. » agroforestry adoption. This study indicates that
these elements do not always present barriers to women farmers, and there are a large
number of women in Kabale that have their own land, make their own decisions, and may
be interested in learning about agroforestry. The same applies to women that have not
purchased their own land, but have inherited, borrowed, rent or simply exercise decision
making power over land they cultivate as part of the marriage agreement. Changing
cultural norms and attitudes are beyond the scope of ICRAF’s activities. That is for the
Ugandans to accomplish. Thus, the women that do have land and make decisions over the
land they cultivate could be identified and targeted as potential program groups.

Given the amount of time the women already spend in the fields, and the amount
of time it would require to plant additional seedlings along terrace bunds and between
crop rows, integrating trees into the fields does not represent an impossible exercise.
Women who have already planted some trees as boundary markers in their fields state that
it is not a great addition to their labour demands and tree planting activities can be easily
integrated into their existing schedules.

Potential sources of resistance to planting trees are the general health status of
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women farmers and the energy they feel they have available for the task. Many of the
respondents in this study complained of being “sick all the time” and not having er ough
strength or energy to work as hard as they could when they were children. According to
statements made by the participants in this study, a decline in general health status and
enegry levels coincides with the birth of their children.

Finally, women’s groups represent the greatest potential avenue for addressing all
the related socio-economic factors shown to affect agroforestry production. ICRAF can
continue to work wirh the Two Wings groups, but there is also a need to develop
mechanisms through which other women’s groups with an interest in agroforestry and tree
planting can access the services and information available from ICRAF without becoming
a part of ICRAF’s direct programming. By keeping the women’s groups separate from
ICRAF’s programs, it allows the women to pursue their interests without losing the
autonomy of their group, while not placing any additional resource strains on ICRAF. This
approach is also advantageous in that the issues that impact on agroforestry, but are
beyond the scope of ICRAF, can be uddressed simultaneously by a women’s group for it’s
members, thus opening the doors for agroforestry practices on their farms.

In terms of concrete action, these arguments can be summed up as follows: ICRAF
and other NGO'’s designing current agroforestry programs should work with the sectors of
the population that can gain the most benefit from the activities. For example, Mauda is a
woman with particular circumstances that create constraints to her adopting agroforestry
practices in her fields. While she may, in time, change her situation to one in which she can

begin to integrate trees with her crops, it is not currently feasible. Therefore, attempting to
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involve a women’s group comprised of women similar to Mauda in new agroforestry
initiatives would likely be an inefficient and unproductive use of ICRAF resources.

Similar studies undertaken in different locales may assist in identifying women’s
realities and dispelling common myths about their lives that act to undermine development
initiatives by aiming these initiatives at inappropriate target populations. Through the use
of a refined decision tree model, women that are able to practice agroforestry can be

identified and focused upon as program participants in agroforestry programs.
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Appendix A. Interview Discussion Outline

The following list of questions were used during the individual interviews with women
farmers as a guide. Some women were visited more than once if time was not sufficient to
get through all the topics in one sitting, or the interview was difficult and responses were
not clearly understood. Questions were reworded and modified to suit each situation.

Land and Tree Tenure, Household Resources and Socio-Ec:; 1omic Attributes of Women
Part A ; Personal Information

1. What is your age? How much formal education have you had?

What village are you from?
-if other than this village, when and why did you shift?

2. Have you ever been married?
if yes: when were you married?
-what village is your husband from?

3. Who are the members of your household?

-ages and gender of children

-are the children still in school?

-are any of the children married?

-are there grandchildren living with you?
-how long have they lived with you?
-why do they live with you?
-ages of each, and are they in school?

-are there any non-family members living with you?
-who are they and why are they living with you?
-how long have they lived with you?

-are there any people that lived with you in the past that no longer live with you?

4. Who does the food preparation and cooking in your household?
-how many times per day do you cook a new meal?
-much time do you spend cooking each meal?
-how much of each food per meal?
-how much of the food your family eats is grown on your farm?
-how much of your food is purchased?
-how is your foed cooked?
-from where do you get your fuel supplies?
-how much 1s used daily?
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5. What do the children do while at home?
-are there gender specific tasks expected of each child?
-how do you think their lives are different from your life when you were a child?

6. How do you think your life is different from your Mother's life when your Mother was your
age?

7. How did you expect your life to change when you married?
L« “ 1 Land and Trees

8. How wuch and docs your household own?
-what is grown on each plot?
-where are the plots located?
-are they close together or scattered?
-how long does it take you to walk from home to your fields?
-is thi+ .. sufficient to provide food for your family?
-isits ¥ .«tto provide extra for market sale?
-how w. .ne land acquired?
-when did these acquisitions occur?

9. Are there any trees planted on the plots?
-where are the trees planted?
-what species are they?
-who planted them?
-who owns these trees?
-what are they used for?
-does anyone else use your trees?
-non-family members?
-who makes the decisions regarding use of the trees?
-are there any places you are not allowed to plant trees?
-what are the most important benefits to planting trees?
-are there any reasons why you would not plant trees?
-what type of tree(s) would you like to plant?
-where would you plant them?
-why?
-does your householc use trees that do not belong to you?
-have you had any conflicts with others over your trees?
if yes : elaborate

10. Are there different trees planted by men than are planted by women”
-do men and women have different uses for trees?
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11. Which farm and household tasks are done specifically by women?
-by men?

12. Do you have any co-wives?

if yes: how many, and in what order did the man marry them.

-how much land does her household have?

-how was this land acquired?

-how is the husband's land usually divided amongst co-wives?

-do you ever share land, food, income or other resources with your co-wives?
-with the co-wives children?

-does your husband give food or resources from your household to your co-wives?
if yes: what resources and how often?

13. Do you rent land?
if yes : where is the la.-d located?
-what do you use this land for?
-what are the terms of the rental?

14. Do you use any other land that you do not own or rent?
if yes : same as above.

15. Have you or your husband ever sold any land?
if yes : when and why?

16. Do you own any livestock? Poultry?
if yes : what and how many?
-who cares for the animals?
-what do you use the animals for?
-how much annual income do the animals generate?

17. What will you do with your land in the future?
-how will heirs be chosen?
-when will the heirs receive it?
-are there any reasons that would make you sell your land?
-are there other people - family or non family - that have a claim to your land?
-in-laws, co-wives or their children?

18. After you have given land to vour h-irs, will you still be permitted to use it?
-Could you continue to use any of the trees you had planted on it?

19. Do you perceive any differences bztwecn land ownership and tree ownership?

20. Can women legally own land?
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-How do women acquire their own land?

21. Have you ever been involved in a land dispute?
-or a conflict over trees?
-if you ever were in such a conflict, what could you do about it?

22. Are you aware of any laws protecting women from their husbands?
-If you were threatened by your husband, what could you do about it?

23. What changes, do you think, are needed in the laws pertaining to women?
P X Id Incom neration and Allotmen
24. Can you estimate your weekly/monthly household income.
25. What amount of this is earned by you?
-by your husband?
-by the children?
26. Are there any other family members that contribute income/send money home to you?
-if yes : who?
-how often?
-what is this income used for?
27. What activities do you engage in to earn income?
-how much time do you spend weekly on each activity?

-what activities do other income earning members do?

28. How is household income spent?
-who decides how income is spent?

29. Do you have a bank account?
-is it a joint family account?
-do you have free access to it?
-can you decide to withdraw and spend money on your own?
-do you have a separate account from your husband?
30. Of all your monthly expenses, which ones are MOST important?

31. What do you think are the most serious issues facing rural women today?

32. What do you think is/are the cause(s) of these problems?
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33. What do you think are solutions to these problems?

34. Are you a member of a women's group?
if yes : what is the name of the group? if no : have you ever wanted to
-when did you join? join a group?
-what were your expectations upon joining?
-what benefits have you received from being a part of the group?
-how much time do you spend per week on group activities?
-do you ever miss group meetings or activities?
-what reasons would cause you to miss a meeting?
-what are the most important activities the group does?
-what things have you learned as a result of being a member of the group?
-does your group plant trees?
-have you planted more trees since joining the group?
-if yes : where are they planted?
-what types of trees?
-why were they planted?
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Appendix B. Wealth categories of Kabale women

During an evaluation project of the Two Wings Agroforestry groups in Kabale
District, Guinand (1995) had the women do a wealth ranking exercise. The wealth ranking
exercises involved groups of five to eight women from each of the ten Two Wings groups.
The women were given a heap of beans ard told the following explanation;
“These beans represent all the members in your group. We know that the members in your
group are not all the same, some are different from others. We would like to know how many
similar groups of people you can think of exist in your agroforestry group. So please try to
classify people from your group into groups of people which are, in one way or another,
similar to each other” (pp. 3-4).
The women were then left on their own to discuss and categorize according to their own
criteria. The discussions resulted in the women ideniifying 18 different wealth assets
attributable to five different wealth classes. These classes are summarized in Table 1 below.
These resulting categories are used in this study to classify the study participants according
to socio-economic status. These categories were chosen because they are reflective of the

values of Kabale women and enabled the researcher to avoid reinventing the wheel by having

the women of Butobere undergo a similar exercise.
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WEALTH CATEGORY 1 CATEGORY 2 CATEGORY 3 CATEGORY 4 CATEGORY §
ASSETS “such a person is “people who don’t “the ones in the “the ones who have | “the richest”
nowhere” have soap” middle” - the rich”
“the lazy ones”
cultivable land -no land, or I plot -1-5 plots owned -5-45 plots owned - 15-25 plots owned - more than 25 plots
with the house on it <no fallow -no fallow -able to leave some owned
-borrow land to -borrow land if | -borrow land if plots fallow
cultivate if possible possible possible
-occasionally rent -occasionaily rent
land when funds plots to cultivate
available
degre= of -do not produce -do not produce -have enough for -produce surplus for | -produce 2hundant
sabsistence enough for domestic | enough for domestic | home consumption market sale surplis < o 2 orbet
consumption consumption and occasionally sale
surplus for market
sale
income generating -dig others land for -dig others land for -cash from own -cash from banana -commercial
activities food, clothing, food, money, banana plantation and fruit plantations | woodlots
moncy, alcohol clothing -dig other land to get | -brick makers -dairy production
(men) -handicraft cash for school fees, -petty trading -petty business
-begging production household items (grinding mill, etc)
-petty trading
occupation -day/casual -day/casual -subsistence farmers -farmers -farm managers
labourers labourers -casual labourers -lower level gov’t -gov’t employees
employees -communal advisors
-primary school -R.C.’s
teachers -secondary school
teachers
hired labour -no hired labour -no hired labour ~occasional hired <hire labour often <have permanent
labour hired labour
livestock -no animals -chickens -chickens -2-10 cows -more than 10 cows
-no cattle -less than 5 -3-7 goats/sheep
-less than 2 goats/sheep -zefo grazing
goats/sheep ~less than 2 cows
agricultural inputs | -no tools owned -have a hoe, but may | -have necessary -have all necessary ~can afford all
own no other tools tools, but may lack tools necessary tools and
fertilizer and other ~can afford fertilizer | inputs
expensive inputs
housing materials -grass thatch roof], -grass thatch roof, -iron sheeted roof, -iron sheeted roof], -modem housing
mud walls and floor 1nud walls and floor mud walls, clay/concrete walls, with tile, glass,
-multipurp-se clay/concrete floor concrete floor plumbing, ete.
housing for yeople
and animal-
clothing -buy cheapest clothes | -buy secoird hand -buy clothes second ~<anaafforda -can afford new,
from the market clothes from market | hand from market gomasi (busuti)and | expensive clothes
-have only one piece | -have only one piece | -can afford shoes silk belt and fabrics
of clothing to wear of clothing -have two pieces of ~can afford shoe- from shops
-no shoes -no shoes clothing - one for have more than one
weekdays, other for set of clothe-buy new
Sunday or formal clothes in shops
meetings
furniture and no furniture or -no furniture, only -have folding chairs -have all necessary ~westem style
household items houschold items mats for sitting and and a table for eating | household items and | fumiture
-have sleeping mats sleeping -have cups and furniture -all necessary
-have plastic plates plates -may have bicycles household items
and cups
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socilal security -none, live fromday | -none -may be able to save | ~may have some -may have a bank
to day from occassional informal savings and | account
sale of surplus food access to informal -have land and
credit systems business for
<have some land and | collateral
perhaps a petty
buisness as collateral
formal education -none -primary 4 or § ~can afford to -can afford to send -send childron to
-frequently fail to educate all children children to college and
pay school fees to p7 sccondary or higher university
-some may be able to
goto 84
number of children | -more than 10 -more than 8 -less than 8 less than 8 <less than 8
eating habits -eat what they can -feec .hildren with -cat what is -cat what is -cat what is
get unfermented sorgum | produced on-farm produced on farm produced on farm
-often lack bisics as a subsistute for ~can afford to buy
like salt and sugar milk some luxery goods
health care ~children suffer from |} -no money for -use traditional -can afford to go to ~can afford hospital,
malnutrition hospital or modern medicincs hospital and medicines, etc.
-no money to go to medicine «if necessary, will pharmacy
the hospital or buy -use traditional sell land or some -look very healthy
medicine medicines asset to pay for a and fat
hospital visit
sanitary and -household lacks -houscholds lack -have a pit latrine -have a pit latrine -pit latrine or indoor
hygenic conditions basic sanitary basic sanitary plumbing
conditions facilitics
-cannot afford soap -cannot afford soap
-diseases are very -diseases commeon
common
social conditions -many men have -many men with -men frequently -legally married -legally married
alcohol problems alcohol problems drink -huband and wife -husband and wife
-abandoned women -abandoned women -sometimes legally work together work together
-widows, divorced -widows, divorcees married -usuatly wealthy
women -orphans -wift usually family background
-orphans -disabled people manages the farm
-disabled people -not legally married
-not legally married | -polygamous
-polygamous marriages
marriages
social status within | -not taken seriously -overlocked or -"their voices are not | -are respected -hold political
the community by the community exploited by the heard’ -traditional leaders positions or family
community -do not t:ke part in «church leaders members are
political and working for the
sdministrative gov't
dacisions affecting
the community
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