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'!*hn excavation o! vllla ctructurec ot three clearly dafined

Afrxcan Red SJip and Phocaean Red Sli&;fine/wares date

the site. Through asﬁocxations'and relative datlng provided"
'-by‘mhe contexts, the study Qf these warea ‘has yielded L
" 1mprovements to\what was prev1ously known about the dat;ng
of the. forms and fabr1cs._ N " |
The analysxs ofA:he contexts of the ‘site also allows a
great deal of accurate 1nformat1on to be obta1ned about the‘
- typology and chronology of a prevaously unpublzshed pa1ntedv -
common ware native’ to southern Italy, wh1ch domlnates the |
late horlzons of the s1te. ‘ | |
| In the second half of the fifth century 7’D;; the
1mportat1on of Afrlcan Red S 1p/dropped markedly The
| success of the reglonaI pott'ry 1ndustry 1nd1cates that

' dlsruptlon of prev1ous pol1t\cal and economlc t1es between _

southern Italy and North Afr1c

~d1rect1y encouraged the
economlc autonomy oﬁ southern Ita_y, which ev1denfly

ma1nta1ned 1ts prosper1ty 1n the econd half of the f1fth

@ .

o century A D.



' 'archaeologzcally because 1t 1s an und1sturbed

. ) ) } X
"\“ ’ . “‘ ‘ "-\ " . . S ' . - . .

‘This thesis demonatrates the potential of tho analyais of ’
'«_pottery from a well-excavated stratifiod cite to increase

’ knowledge about particular waros, about ‘the character of the
. 4 4 .
site mtulf and. about (he economit and social hiystory ot the

i

'particular period.

, More spec1f1cally, ttqﬂeals w1th the 1mported f1ne

B wares and the pa;nted common ware from an 1n1and rural sout_',f

-,

»'Italzan site San Giovannx dai Ruoti, durlng the ‘late
occupatlon of the, 51te, and thh the. econom1c and\ o @
soc1olog1cal implxcat1ons of the fxnds in these wwrbsﬁ4Thev

f,late 51te at San G1ovann1 has unusual potent1a1

well-strat1f1ed site thh a sequence of construction'

perlods, so that the depos1tlon of ‘many of its contexts ca

-_be dated to relat1ve1y narrow tlme perlods.

The contexts 1nd1cate that the 11fe of the late 51te

covers the era from the mlddle of the fourth to the early

, E 51xth century A.D. 'bhe f1fth century marks the tran51t1on

from the end of the ancient cla551cal world'and the ‘ '\’1‘?%*
. domlnatlon of the Roman Emp1re in Europe and the » | _ |
;.Medlterranean to the beglnnlng of the Mlddle Ages and the
"pofft:;;T\fragmentatlon of the earller un1f1ed world

There has been- a dearth of - excavat1on and publicatlon |
of stratlfzed.s1tes in_the Medlterranean,areakln this

. ’/’

vi



‘ .oruoinl'period;Vkew tltth~ocn?ﬁry'lltea‘have been "
wpurpocetully exoavqted. Apart from fine van.s and ampho:la.
e b

~very littlp material from contemgorary sltel relevant to the

pottery flnde at,San Giévannl ﬂbs been peblished. All ot the ,

| :fine vares from thﬁse excavations have been. included 1n the
comprehensive studies of . J. W. Hayes on late Roman £1ne
,wares (see note 8). Published material of this perlod
generally congists. of arhitrarily selected p1eces from
[unstratxfxed sitea or surface levels, 80 that their
h_usefulness as. comparative mater1al is m1n1mal When’v
reference to these serves a useful purpose, they w1ll be
’:noted in ‘the text. ' :
In my oplnlon only a very few Medlterranean 51tes of

,thls per1od have both produced enough strat1f1ed pottery and
"been vell enough publlshed to be useful sources of

,flnformatlon in and of themselves. Only one of these 51tes is

‘ 'Itallan° Lambog11a s publlcatlon of his excavat1on at

Ventlmxglla' was a model among Ital1an archaeologlcal
publ1cat1ons when it f1rst appeared but although the

' excavatlon uncovered materlal in its h1ghest levels whlch

can now - be seen to be of fourth and flfth century date,'

Lambogl1a s suggested dates for these wares and " for hxs late _o

l'contexts have proven to be much too low. The modern model
"pub11cat1on in Italzan archaeology is that of ‘the Un1ver51ty

"'of Rome team s excavatlons of the 'Terme del Nuotatore at

‘Nino Lamboglla, Gli. Scavr 1 Alblntimllium e la cnonologla "

della ceramica romana I, ( rdlghera, 1950)

vii
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. *The fifth century pottery hals been p

: o ) v ! 4 ' .
Ostia.' Although thy Ostido}cn\mtion includes very little’

material qt the tourth ‘and £ifth. conturinn A.D.,. theon
piacbl are made tmporthnt by the careful mothod vith wvhich

N\ - \

’ they are: discusned.‘ AN . ,
* The most important n&cently publiohed site 1n the
Mediterranean w1th contexts of the fitth-century A.D. is
Conimbrxga in Po:tugal YA nUmber of tenms from eeveral
'countrxes have excavated f1fth-century contexts at Carthage,
in an 1nternat1onal rescué\effo t co—ordinated by UNESCO.,
The most comprehen51ve publ1cat1q? resultlng from these |

. excavat1ons at present is the ﬁmerzcan team 8 work ¢

§
= Publ1catlon of the resultefof the eXcavat1ons of the Brltxsh ‘

K
_and Ita11an teams are awa1ted ‘Two very 1mportant older

--excavat1ons whlch deal W1th mater1a1 of thlS perlod are

aThe" results of several excavat1on seasons have been PR
‘published as a series of volumes of Studi Miscellanei. Vol.
13 (1968) = Ostia I; 16 (1970). = Ost la II; 21-(1973) =:Ostia
TII, in two volumes,,23 (1977) = Ostia IV.:

3Pottery relevant. to San Giovanni appears in Fouilles de
Conimbriga IV: Les Sigillees, by Manuela Delgado, Frangoise
Mayet, and Adilia Mout1nho de Alarcao (Paris, 1975), and in’
"Fouilles de Conimbriga V La Cerami Lie

Alarc8o (Paris, 1975?

bllshed by J. w. .

- Hayes, in "Pottery: Stratifie Groups\ and by J. A. Rlley,
in "The Carthage System for the Quantfification of Pottery"
pp. 47-124 and 125-156 in Excavations|at Carthage 1975
Conducted by the:University of Michigan I, ed. J. H. -
Humphrey, (Tun1s, 1976). Some later m terlal is pyblished by
Hayes and Riley in "Pottery:Report-1976", Excavations at.
Carthage 1976 Conducted by the Unrveﬁ$ ty of Michigan, (Ann

Arbor, 1978), ed. J. H. Humphrey, pp. '47-124..An article by
. Lucinda Neuru of the English-speaking Canadian team, "Late
. Roman Pottery. A Fifth-Century Depos1t\

from Carthage" . .

appeared in Antiquités Africaines 16 ( QBOH pp. 195- 211' a
-further paper on the same deposit, "Some R marks on Afrlcan
" Red Slip in the Early Fifth Century at arthage", was read
by. her at the conference of the Archaeol glcal Institute of
_Amerlca 1n New Orleans, December, 1980..

» i
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| ‘}Potentiq; ”Trnmorttntvlteliun aitou o!‘theﬁiongﬁb i

| oootutyﬁ_ ch | hhve beon or ‘are. being exeeeatod,‘butxuhve)not

“ y'ot b«n Mihhcd inolm%hc 'Cutrum' iewm&tion m un

) Italim tuu at uetuponto lmd the vuu *itu at. nmino L
uowme& by S?tnﬁhm nyuon. Mnternl oz uhin one alao |

'hy oiuliam "roceo at Calu ﬁi *l‘ricarico. '!*o date, no vilin

‘gites certoinly of the ;
,pubkished with any record of artitacts. The stratitied

V;th century A.D. have been

. contexts of ‘the . late s1te at San Giovanni represent an

'  unparalleled opportunity to analysefpottery horizons of this

- and Roman Tableware from North Syria” in

period -in aouthern Italy, and thxs analyszs is the first

.'major goel of the thesis. R - |

‘,' ’j Up to the recent past, stud;es dealing wzth Roman
pottery of the fourth to sixth centurles A.D. in T o :

.,systematlc wey, especaally 1n regard to materlal §¢1eVant to

-Italy, have been all but nonexistent Thxs study could not
_ *The .two most 1mportant publ1catxons are H. S. Robxnson, ‘The

Athenian Agora V; Pottery of the Roman Period, Chronology .,

. (Princeton, 1959), and F, 0. Waage, "The American .
Excavations in the Athenian Agora, Pirst Report: The" Roman P
‘and Byzantine Pottery ’ Hesperia 2 (1933), PP. 279 328 and A

‘pls. VIII-X. ,

‘The pottery was publzshed by F. 0. waage 1n "Hellen1st1c

Ant ioch-on-the-Orontes IV, Pt. I: Ceramics and’ Islamlc

. Coins,- (Princeton, 1948), esp. pp. 43-58 and pls._VII-XI

- "The article is entitled "Osservazioni sulle ceramiche in
Puglia tra tardo-antico e altomedioevo"; Annal i della Scuola

Nonmale Superfore di Pisa 7 (1977), pp. 75-89. ,

ix



, 7ve11-understood ceramic material.

"'Aifican Red Slip ana 'Phocnean Red 5119 wares as abeolute

duting criteria for excavation contexta that might ‘fg

'prevzouely have been undatable due to ] lack of coins or

@
L}

Because of Hayes work a caretully e:cavated .

*stratified sxte wxll yxeld 1nformatxon about associat1ons

and sequences whxch can date any new pottery type found and

;provxde dhecks and rev131ons on thg sYstem of pottery dates

whxch already exlsts._naiing of the late contexts at S@h

Gzovanni 1s not therefére. unquestionxngly dependent on the

 ;present concluSzons of Hayes, s1nce the assemblages of the

-~

uf1ne vares in the relat1ve1y sequenced strat1%1ed contexts

- - - o - o -

~ *J. W. Hayes, .Late Roman Potter'y A Study the Fine Wares,

(Oxford, 1972), and Supplement to Late Rbman Pottery,

-(London, 1980).

g



wis ehe second sajor gnnl o! thl thesis
ware at s-n Giowgnni hnn a th.oroelcal nad

- conncction to 'hmu&ﬁ*linc and aurrew«lino {Wingdd wares'

of ucdieval contdktl in-oouthetn Itnly. Thcciﬁucrou are
tentutivcly dntudlto the fitth to ninth and the ninth tof
fouttoqnth centuriea €,D. rcnpoctivoly. To medieval
archaeologists, a relative chronoloqy of red-pa1nted pottery
is potentxally the nost promising means of dating the puriod
between c. 500 and c. 1000 A,D.'* The presencc of quantxties
of paxnted common ware in ccntextl ot the fifth cnntury A.D.

‘at San chvanni allovs the 1dent1£xcntxon of fomns,

~ *Hayes himself calls for the publ:catxan ot carefully
excavated stratified sites as the only means to expand the
present  state of knowledge of the fine wares of hxs study;
Hayes, Supplement (1980),. p. 479.

'*This question is discussed in detail in Chapter VI, "Late
_Roman Painted Common Ware". The importance of the quest1on
"is best summarized in 'Red—Paxnted and Glazed Pottery in
Western Burope from the EBighth to the Twelfth Century”, ed.
J. G. Hurst, uedleval Anchaeology 13 (1969), pp. 93 147.



'ﬂﬁn styles and manzfacturxng techn1ques of a spec1f1c

”’::assemblage wh1ch may even ually be seen as the early po1nt

*Fxn an - exceedingly long l1ved contlnuum. Thg\?ore spec1f1c

§\Lj5the analy51s of the ware at San G1ovann1ﬂ the\\o{e\accurate-
the formulatlon of theprles about 1ts later development can
e U ‘

.;__A;be._.\ e OO A
“,”_ There 1s general consensus among archaeologxsts and
hxanthropologlsts that the study ‘of art1facts from: a spec1f1c'
's1te merely as dat1ng tools -or. merely to 1dent1fy\the‘
'characterlstlcs of the artlfact class more closely,?w1thout
an attempt to 1nterpret artlfact flnds to characterlze the
A:_people and the soc1ety that used them,vm1suses and 1gnores
the product1ve potent1al of artlfact 1nformat1on to achleve
:the alleged purposes of archaeologlcal research The third
v?major purpose(?f the thesxs is therefore to con51der the |
" meaning of the assemblages of the pottery in the varlous o

‘Adated contexts in terms of the economy and soczology of the

'.“Very little publlcatlon of excavat1on results. in a form
. which actually represents an attempt at soc1olog1cal
_ ana1y51s can be pointed to'in Italian classical archaeology,
recent work which I feel properly answers to this.
description has been done by Andrea Carandini, beginning
~.with his article "Produzione agr1cola e. produ21one ceramica
. nell'Africa di eta 1mper1ale. appunti sull’ economla della
. - .Zeugitana e della Byzacena", in Studi Mlscellanei
~ . (1969/1970), pp. 97-119. “The concluding section in Ostla III‘
(1973), pp. 658-696, by Carand1n1 and Clementina Panella, is
a model of the use of pottery evidence from excavation for
economic 1nterpretatzon of its period. A number of articles
in this vein have also been pub11shed in the series Papers
in Italian Apchaeology Vol. I, in two parts, is edited by
H. McK. Blake, T. Potter and D. Whitehouse. (British :
‘ Archaeolog1cal Reports,,Supplementary Series 41, London,
~.1978);-Vol. 1I is edited by Graeme Barker and Rlchard Hodges
- (BAR, London; 1981) :
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o Abbrcvxatzqas, Correspondences and- Synbels
'nAbbrev1at10ns for t1tles of per:odxcals and Journals follow
"'those used in L’Annee Philologique For ancient authprs, i‘
'\‘follow the Dxfond Class;cal Dictionany (an ed., 1970)

TOther abbrev1atxons used 1n the thesxs are as follows,”

| A/b ”;;/v | s1glllata chlara A/D, an Afrxcan Red Sl1p
| | 'fabrlc of the thxrd and fourth centur1es A. D.;
ddeflned by Carand1n1, and characterlzed by a

ﬁsomewhat coarse paste and poorly adherzng

‘creamy orange sl1p = SG ARS F2 h

ARS ; | rdAfr1can Red Sllp wares :
"B(ii)' v.t '_Late Roman B(11) an Afrlcan Red Sllp fabrlc ofja

o | f{; the fourth and flrst quarter ‘of the flfth

| :centur1es A.D.. deflned by Waage, and

characterlzed~by anf;ne paste and soap smdoth
llght red orange s11p SG ARS F3 | | -
B(iii) "g Late Roman B(111) an African Red Sllp fabrlc
o ‘of the fifth' entury A. D. and later, deflned by't
Waage, and ch racterlzed by a coarse paste,

' dark color and sh1ny red to orange 'slip = SG

~ ARS Fs, F6
bd E base d1ameter“
: o
BG : " Black- glazed wares .

- C : ' terra: 51911Fata chlara C, an Afrlcan Red Sllp
.fabrfc of the third and‘fourth centuries A.D.,

" defined by'Lamboglia,randncharaCte:ized by a

xxvi T e



ct

c2

C2

E C3*éﬁ;

C3

ca
[Coxn
Cox

7

c8

fine 11ght red paste, soap smooth ted lep and

very thxn walls = SG ARS F1

-Context 1 =’Perlod I,Construction.in”zQpe‘B =

P20

:slglllata chlara C2 an'African Réd Slip fabric.v

of the third and fourth centur1es A D., defined

;~by Carandlnl, and characterxzed by a flne llght

red paste, soap smooth red sllp and very thln

Y

walls = §G ARS F1

éontext 2 = Perlod I constructlon in Zone 3 =

P1YF

Context 3% = Period I destruction under Midden4 .

1 = PIYD
‘sigillata chiaravCS,\aﬁ‘Africah Red Slip fabricl

~of the 1ate~fourth and earlj fifth centu:iés

A.ﬁ,, defined bY”Caraﬁdini, and characterized

- by a slightlyicoaise’dérk red pas;e; dark red .

slip and very thin walls,='SG ARS F4

s Context'4_= Period 11 constructipn‘in Zone 2 =

P2R

‘Context 5% = Early occupation of Period II =

Lower~°Midden I = PZMAL"l

Context 6*>= Late occupation of‘Period i1 =
Upper Middenki = P2MAT | o
Context 7 = Period i,destructioh and Period II.
dccupatipn_=,P1D S : S

Context 8 = Period III;buildup'and floor in -

.’XXVii



A\ e . e L B
| .zone 3= PBBFZB t“;,- R T
’C9 If. s 'Context 9 = Per1od III bu11dup and f}oor 1n

| ;jZone 2 = psnrzz | s

Socto o ‘\'Context,10 . Period ITI*ocCupatioh'in‘zenelfﬂs_Ag

P3BOZ2 .

=,ﬁc11;I‘ifU'.chntektt11” _Pefidalili ecdupaticn in. Zone 3=
'emé;ﬁ, B 'ﬂ'Cdntext 12£-=:pg¥iéd'1ii dccapatioh,=_middenf;v.'
B
iCIS* 1"‘.{ Cehteit”I3* Perlod III destru¢t1on ='PBD
bi4fﬂ,fe-”3t-Conte§t'14‘5 Top5011 = TO | T
._:Cdéx" alie Coarse ware bowl w1th burn1shed 1nterlor
»CW L - Coarse ;ares _’_h | B |
5D~'Av:: ~'f_terra‘51gillata;¢ﬁiara Di 'vgrOup ef«ﬂfficah’
“ . ‘Red 811p fabrlcs dated from the thlrd to theﬁ
seventh centur1es A D., def1ned by Lambogl1a, o
=;~¥and characterlzed by a paste rough in
| comparlson to that of terra 51glllata chlara C ’flI
. ~ffé 5G ARS. F2, F3, F5, F6 ' ‘
13532;7 .‘_:' Eastern 51glllata B2
E1f4’36 ’;”‘ISan.Gldvannl-Fabrlcs 1 to 6
:GA |  ,4*{ A Gaza’amﬁhora , Palest1n1an ahphora type,”' 'xa
qu. ‘ ,'I“Hellen1st1c grey glazed wares B |
_ITé" Ital;anrte;ra;slglllata wares'
mai;,[ ‘> ;maximum_diameter_v o |
M1 B Miédéni: = Early‘oecﬁpation‘of Period 11 = P2MA

MIT 7 SyMidden II : Occupatlon of Perlod III in the ‘
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N area of Room 42, Ns _Q, o

f

- MIII i' I'deden III = 0ccupat10n of’Per1od III 1n the e

: area of Room a1, NS f'/‘""

“V*fMIV | “'fI<-‘MIdden IV = Perlod III occupatlon = P3MB

“rivNS'i‘f'"{fj.fNot 1ncluded in strat1graph1c ana1y515 of 1980

"v’P1D -.'; : -tComputer,code‘foerontext 7 -

'é1¥D, ':-u; -Computer céde~f§rf€ontext,3*ﬁ}f-
PIYF éom’pﬁtefivéod’év ‘fvbrv 'Cop't-éxt 2. R
'5Péb.v f'_”I “ComputerIC6de7fo£ICdn:extf1'
”P2R4Iff” 'u’!ComputerchdéIféf'Céﬁ;extg4'
7?2MAL fﬁ:;'fComputer'cééeIfor;Contextk5*
?2MAT . :-"fCthufef’bédg'fqr Context 6*”*>
,PBBF;' . ,I(CQﬁépte}fbddéIfér’Contexts 8 and 9
éféb-;'_""riééhpuﬁerfcédé:fbijontexts 10 and 11
‘ P?Dif i,, .7’Cohputer;code,fo‘Context 13*

- p3MB . ;ComputerzcbdeIfor Context‘TZ*'.I

'ﬁ, PCW_/F . : ’Late Roman palnted common ware

VPCWIJ‘-{ | jLate Roman palnted common ware wIth 1nc1§ed
. = decpratlon~x;I SRR .
. PLa L 5‘PIainf§éréé« | \
PR f‘I:. Pémﬁéiahlhed-Slip‘wére'
IéRS S N IPhocaean Red Sllp ware'= batéfkoméﬁ C wafe*I
.ﬁkf~ = o Red amphora = spathelonA- 'éélla_Plécidia'
o :;amphora : o
rd . o f r1m dlameterv
os6 - II:.<SanfGiovanni~dI'Rudti", 'I:‘ “. o [ o

‘7O, o - L ‘CdmpUtér?coae fbt!Topsoil

oxxix -



tsc

ows

73

ftherra sxgillata Chiara. a somewhat arbitrary

“term used by Lamboglla to retet to certazn LL}»;;i

,///i,/fﬁ

‘fFRoman wares, 1nc1uding the xfffoan bowls of theiﬁ
H. secoﬂg to seventh centurles A D“ o

wf“Th1n walled wares

‘twelght .'  _i\Q§:t” Qiiﬂ::

lwall sherd R |
ZOne 2 R i

. LY

'Zone 3 Con

'jDeSlgnates closely dated contexts Hlth a 1ow ‘f-” .

_percentage of reszdual pleces

1

"elDes1gnates shetds 1llustrated 1n the the51s '
’ Before or after the date of a stratlgraph1c _}'
; context des1gnates that the lower or upper'ni?

o 11m1t of the context 1s sealed s v;‘,” :»¥' 
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- I. The 81te and the Pottery nethodology

Hmen the summer of 1977 a team from the Department of
'_:Classzcs at the Un;vers;ty of Alberta, headed by Dr. A.lﬂ.nh
:“‘Small and Dr. R J Buck began the excavat1on of a S1te at e
l"San Glovannl dx Ruotlpta rural 51te in the prov1nce of .
Potenza 1n south Italy. As. of the summer of 1982 the »“f
: excavat1on 1s in 1ts 51xth seasoné a f1na1 excavatlon season'
‘hls planned for the summer of 1983 ,”, FRRE p" R

"TA The San G1ovanni Slte . . ‘
San Glovann1 11es far 1nland the mlnlmum dlstance fromT

the 51te to the sea 1s seventy kllometers to the Tyrrhenlan yv

as. the crow f11es, but many more by any feas;ble land route.if'

It is almost equ1dlstanf from the Tyrrhenlan, Ionlan and

‘e;7Adr;at1c shores, in a mountalnous,‘rugged and comparatlvely - .

=t

flnacce551ble reg1on of southern Italy (see Maps I, II and~h,

f"m) c
. . . R ¢ . -
The 51te 11es at 650 meters elevatlon on the southern

exposure of a long, open and cultlvable slope wh1ch leads
'Jdown to the seasonal stream ‘now known as the Flumara d1

Av1gllano (see Map III) The f1umara draxns eventually 1nto
v“Perm1551on to excavate the site and to study its artlfacts ’
- was granted by the Soprintendenza Archeologlca della . :
Ba5111cata, which was headed by Prof. Dinu ‘Adamesteanu in’
1977 and. by Dott.ssa Elena- Lattanzl from 1978 to 1981. The -
excavation has been- funded in ‘its entirety by the Social
‘Sciences and Humanities Research Council ‘of Canada. The"

"UmunICIpIO of Ruoti has offered the team living. '

accomodat1ons, and has occa51onally funded extra Itallan
labor. | _ : o



Z:the Tyrrhen1an Sea by way of the Platano, Tanagro and Sele.

K’Dra1nage 1nto the Ofanto and the Adr1at1c and by way of the

'jgnasento to the Ionlan also or1glnates w:thin a few

, [ R o
’k1lometers of the sxte.. R : o g

“ H1gh mountaln ranges to the north west and south 11e ’
"’1n the way of traff1c to th& Tyrrhenlan- and the . Platano
“‘1tse1f wends 1ts way through an 1mpassable gorge. In
'contrast the r1vers dra1n1ng into the plain alono the .p
: Ionlan shore (the an1, Agr1, Basento and Bradano) prov1de
inatural l1nes of commun1cat10n southeast to the Ionlan Sea,iil
.fand access to the Apullan plaln 15 relatlvely open and easy.
Accordxng to ‘dates der:ved from the pottery found in f'
Jstrat1f1ed contexts dur1ng the excavatlon, the site at San ;'v%
Glovann1 was. 1nhab1ted durlng the full extent of the f1rst :
'and second centurles A D After belng abandoned in the thlrd
:’and flrst hal?gof the fourth centurles A. D., 1t was‘aéaln o

'b.1nhab1ted from the second half of the fourth to the

z’beg{nn1ng of the s1xth centurles A D.“ In th1s the51s, the
fearller occupatlon sequence 1nd1cated by the pottery f1nds
' 1s referred to as the ' arly 51te and that of the fourth to

>,¢ slxth centurles_as the 'late 51te

"iBrief general reports on the 51te by A. M, Small and R. J.
Buck have appeared in Classical News and Views 22 (1978),
pp. 5-8; 23 (1979), pp.. 22-25, 24 -(1980), pp. 28-30; by
meall,fBuck and J. 4Freed 25 (1981) pp. '33-37.
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The vadence of the erld Survey

. : \'\\
characterlzed by scattered settlement in antiquity as 1t 1s
. today The ev1dence of the, f1eld survey to date" shows
twelve other sites dated by pottery to the fourth or f1fth
.‘century,A.D;:vlth;n a seven_kllometer-rad1us;from the San
2Giovanni;site.‘The‘closest”spacingfof;these sites; which mayi
represent farm houses or v1llages (vlcl) 't is about one
k1lometer apart, wh1le a spac1ng of two or more kxlometers

1s typlcal ’ » | ’ o |

/ In terms of den51ty of 1dent1f1ed sites," “sitescof the.
fourth or flfth centuries AID. w1th1n thlS radlus are about ’
~ as numerous as those of the first century A, D., but only
about half as nuﬂerous as sites of the second century A.D.,.
wh1ch was' ev1dent1y a perlod of relat1ve economlc prosper1ty
for the area.vThe fleld survey 1nd1cates that the

abandonment of the 51te at San G10vann1 in the thlrd century

- AL D may be part of a larger plcture, for it has uncovered

no certaln ev1dence of th1rd century occupatlon Wlthln the

N . Ps
e - e

"The field survey 1s be1ng carrled out: under the d1rect10n
of Mlle Claude Roberto. My remarks here follow "Ricerca
topografica della zona intorno a.S. \Glovann1 di Ruoti" by
Roberto and S. G. Monckton, to be 'published in Lucania
Archeologica, and discussions with Mile Roberto. They
reflect the progress of the survey as of March, 1982,

'3The pattern of Roman . settlement suggests farm-houses
rather than villages; C. Wickham, Early Medieval Italy,
.Central Power and Local Society, (London, 1981), p. 98.
'*The number of sites 1dent1f1ed by the field survey ‘must of
. course be regarded as m1n1mum flgures._

The area 1mmed1ately surround:ng the sxte was rural and .
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~ seven kilometer radius of the site.‘3 The fourth and fifth

centuries experienced a revival of rural settlement,
» !

reachxng a level roughly comparable to that of the first

century A.D.

The Buxldlng Hxstory of the Slte ‘

The bulldlng hlstory of the 51te 'is quite compllcated

(see Maps 1V and V). The remalns of a Roman villa plan of a

.'type familiar in the Repub}1can.and early Imperial perlod

take up the:western-haif ef the excavated area. This
building is the mejer structure,dfjthe early site. In 5
contrast; the late site has three construction periods.'* In
this the31s, the"terms‘fPeriod I, Peribd:II' PeriOd II1
used w1thout further dlfferentlatlon always refer to the

construct1on perlods of the 1ate 51te only.

.'7Four sites have ylelded Afrlcan Red Sllp dating to the

late second .or early third centuries A.D. (Hayes Forms 196

~and 27). Oneé of these also has a’sherd of - Form 50; another

has a sherd tentatively identified as Form 42. Very
‘comparable material -occurs ‘at San Giovanni. Examples of
' Hayes Form 50 at San Giovanni are dated to the second half

'of the fourth century A.D. by Hayes- cf. Chapter IV, "The

Late African Red Slip Wares"
'3The evidénce for the dlfferent structures and dates of ‘the
late site is presented in detail in Chapter 1II,

»"Strat1graph1c Analysis of the Late Site"; I follow Alastalr:

M. Small, "Gli edifici del periodo tardo- antico a San
Giovanni",  a paper presented at the Tavola Rotonda on San
‘Giowanni held in Rome, July 4, 1981, Papers of the
conference will be published shortly. Excavation in the
summer 'of 1982 has revealed important new ev1dence for the
structural sequence, which I have 1ncorporated in"this text-
on the basis of discussions with Small in- September,'1982

- An earlier paper by Small, "San Giovanni di Ruoti: Some ,
Problems in. the Interpretatlon of the Structures", p. 91-109 -
in Roman Villas in Italy, ed. Kenneth Painter, British

Museum Occasional Paper noé. 24 (London, 1980), is now
partlally outdated by subsequent excavatlon. ' '

.



During the fxrst occupatlon of the late sxte, around
.the m1ddle of the fourth century A, D., the v111a plan of the
early‘s;te was rehab111tated on its western 51de and at
‘least one new outbuildihg was constructedginVZone 3. The
complex of ‘Rooms 5, 7, 8 and 18 was constructed durng Per1od'h
I as well- the eastern ‘part of the early villa had to bei .
demollshed to make way for the constructlon of these rooms.
'Perlod 11 beg1ns thh the constructlon contlguous to. these
rooms 1n the southwestern part of the 51te (ZOne 1) of a
‘pPaetOPlum with a western apse. M1dden mater1a1 of the late
fourth and First ‘half of the flfth centurles A.D. (M1dden
"I), dates the occupatlon of Period II from c. 375 A. D to,as
late as c. 460 A, D a

Period II occupatlon may. have contlnued untll the
construct1on of the bu1ld1ngs of Perxod III which took

'place at some t1me around 460 'K.D. It seems p0551ble that

the construct1on of the pﬁaetorlum of Perlod 111 was meant

. as a d1rect replacement for that of Perlod II- the 51telof

the earller pﬂaetorlum is a. slope wh1ch has proved to be
very vulnerable to eros1on.

The major strutture of Period 11T is a:large apsed’
. bu1ld1ng (about 32 by 10 meters), and a number of structuresr
are attached to the south andusouthwest"the foundat1on of
‘the praetorium itself was leveled by cuttlngv1nto bedrock
and all these very substant1al bu1ld1ngs were constructed in
amortared stone. The occupatlon of Perlod III was contlnuous

‘to the end ‘of the site, wh1ch dates to about 530 A. D.,

1y



judging by the latest detable'pottery; S

B erld Methods and Recordxng .Jf[‘i ,jv;" o t;*
San G1ovann1 .is the flrst late _Roman villa 51te 1n
Italy to be excavated and recorded in. such a way as to make
4p0551b1e stratlgraphlc analy51s of the 51te and dat1ng og
contexts and horizons by pottery types.pThe San Glovann1
site was recorded ‘on-a gr1d system of two meter squares.'
Before the beglnnlng of the flrst excavat1on season 1n 1977
a magnetometer survey was carrled out by a team headed by
:Rlchard L1n1ngton of the Fondaz1one Ler1c1 in Rome." Actual
’excavat1on was begun in test trencées in. the flrst season
-and‘ln larger'open areas, stlll,reCOrded byggrid squares, in
1978vand'1979 A‘smallflimited*excauation in'f980 focused on
‘the materlal underlylng the mosaic floor 1n Room 15. In all
seasons, the soil was carefully dug by layers, ‘and all
‘ev1dence of the excavatlon was con51stently recorded
In four seasons of excavatlon, perhaps half of the
71bu11d1ng area orlglnally 1nd1cated by the magnetometer |
suryey was,dug, The_5011 cover over bedrock JS not very
"heavy in the area-'in:most‘trenches; natural or bedrock was
- reached before the close of the excavatlon season _—
¢

———-—————-—_—_..'—v————

w;"A paper "La prospe21one magnetlca a 'San Giovanni" was
”presented by L1n1ngton at the Tavola Rotonda on San Glovann1
<-in Rome’on July 4, 1981 and will be publlshed with other
Apapers of that conference..’ ‘



&.' The field recording syetem was set up by. Dr. Small and
f reyised slxghtly 1n eech sedeon to 1ncorporate improvements.
«AThe record1ng system has generally answered well to the
requzrements of the pottery ltudy. In the field each site
”supervxsor kept an excavat1on d1ary, not1ng the sequence of
eVents, a descr1pt1on of each layer as 1t ,was. dug and a.
rough descr1pt1on of the art1facts dlscovered A prov1s1onal
elayer record, on. mhlch flnds vere, counted and prov1s1onally‘
descrlbed, w3s f1lled out 1ndependently of the 51tebook

' y All f1nds were then sent on to the workshop, 'and from
that po1nt I had full respons1b111ty for the pottery flnds; _
| of the seasons from 1977 to 1980 In the workshop, the ‘

: pottery was washed and the materlal from each layer was -
cla551f1ed Pleces from Whlch 1nformatlon could be derxyed
on form d1mens1ons, technlque of manufacture or decoratlon-‘
were separated out. - The vemalnlng p1eces, malnly wall |

. s _ Co .
'.sherds, were . sorted 1nto groups by | ware o S

«
“ -
~

‘ A flnal report form on the pottery in each 1nd1v1duar\”
layer was then fllled in, On th1s form, pottery pleces’ , |
. selected for catalogu1ng were a551gned an 1nd1v1dual number‘
from a runnlng l1st and brlefly but clearly»de5cr1bed \The

.remalnlng pottery from ‘the layer was llsted by ware and
‘counted under head1ngs of rim, base, wall s erd handle or
g 11d knob. An estlmated total of 50 000 p1ec s of pottery was
fprocessed by th1s method in the four seasons from 1977 o
1980, ﬂuo 1dent1f1able pottery was dlscarded Subsequently,'

the selected pleces were 1nd1v1dually catalogued



c. Ains, Methods and Limitations of the Pottory Study
Thil thosis is basod only on ceramic material excavated

in the soasons from 1977 to 1980 and on the utrntigrnphic
analysis done in 1980 of the areaoloxcayatod in those
seaaons. Whilefexcavation of the site és continuing, the
‘stratigraphy'and the'pottery matorial of the subsequent
seasons have not yet .been analysed,

' The thesxs is also based almost ent1re1y on 1nformat1on
: derlyed fromvcatalogued p1eces.»Thls approach is necessary
because of the fragmentafy state of most archaeological

pottery material. Any sherd preserves partia evidence at

\ A\
best for the form of the otigiﬁbl;yessel, whil

the
chatacteristics of fabric can also be‘a#fected b_ various

factors. On the other hand, sherds from an. excavdtion thati

preserve evidence of form or decoration.ﬁecessarily-also \\Q
carry thé traits of the assoc1ated fabric. Such sherds are
therefore the ones whlgzi%epay concentrated study. « o
Cataloéuing

J
The follow1ng 1nformat1on Qas con51stently collected on
_the catalogued pleqes- 1dent1f1catlon ‘number grld square
(trench de51gnat1on) and layer; wafe; type (either a form
/number from a pub11shed typology of the ware or a
_descrlptlon of;the vessel's original functlon), shape
(ordﬁoarily rim, wall sherd or base); eight possible
measuremente including rim diameter and wall thickness;

color in break; interior -and exterior surface description;



interior and exterior applied or incised decoration;
sddition of handlu, thumb rests, otc.‘, and notation of
comparable material on and off-site.
 Selected piccoq'vo;e drlwn.ind photographed in'cich
season. Rosemary,Aicher, «draftsman for the excavation in
1979, 1980 ;nd 1981, is responsible for the majoriﬁy‘of the
draﬁingu used in this thesis: a number were drawn by myself.
Pieces which are illustrated in the thesis are starred each
time they are mentioned. Complete profiles are itiliciied..
Mpe profiles of pieces catalogued in the 1978, 1979 and 1980
seasons weré also sketched at 1:1 scale on their individual
record sheets after 1977. | | |
This recording system was designed to collect
information consistentiy and to make the maximum gmohnt of
information on the site pottery finds available for wo;ﬁ in
Canada, since it is legally impossible to take Italian finds
out df the country. Because of timg limitations, the pieces*i'
catalogued fell short of the number which were originally
. selected and labelled with runningﬂnumbers. All examples of
fine wares which had evidence of form. were catalogued
because of their importance as evidence of date. Even w&ll
sherds of,amphoras, which were very rare, were often
' catalogued, since evidence for the occdrence of the type
might 6therwise'not have been included among the catalqgued
" pottery.
Such‘exhaustive selection of piéces of interest was not

possible with the common and coarse wares. To insure that

A\
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h _
* the pieces chOSen ﬁere~in'factbrepresentative; I sorted the
selected and numbered pleces ‘into form class fications |
p

wrth1n thelr ware before a second select1on o] pxeces that .

 would actually be recorded in detall The number of the

originally selected'vessels thatuwere in fact'catalogued'and'
eventually‘entered in the.c0mputer prooram“isxsixtyrelght
percent of the number,which might have_been processed underef
‘an ideal system,.run withsno;time or'energy limlts;’
The Problem‘ofélre Definition

In the stUdy ot'potterf, associations,Of form and
-fabric .result in a‘definition of ware. New ware definitions .
must be’general'and.tentatire; because theywére\necessarily
based on a llmlted sample of the orlglnal production of a
workshop. |

- The 'fabric' of a ceramxc vessel is determlned by four

'factors Wthh affect the chemlcal or phys1cal comp051tlon of
the clay, the comp051t10n of the paste,‘the appllcatlon of
paint or sllp, the f1r;ng_method and the firing temperature.

‘Form', on the_otherlhand,’is determined by the
'relationship between the-various dimensionslof the vessel;
the form of a pottery vessel is the concrete representatlon

of an abstract aesthetic 1dea Whlch the potter ‘imposes on

the clay bypman1pulat1ng~1ts spatial p051t1on.
. ¢

—— s - ——— ——— —— - —

°In 1977, 814 pleces were. ass1gned specgal piece numbers;
~in 1978, 1093- in 1979, 872; in 1980, 12 numbérs were :
a551gned Of these 2791 -pieces, 1897 were actually recorded
in deta11 and entered 1n the computer program.

.
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Hayes recogn1zed that var1at1ons in form are more

~diagnostic than varlat1on5'1n fabr1c.;f ThlS is true because
Tfabric and form are»largely independent ent1t1es.-The potter'if
‘has his clay from the fixed phy51ca1 resources of an | :
- individual workshop, his 1ntent10n in regard to form depends
to a great‘extent on flexible human intelligence and w1ll. '
The.greatest_weakness inithe origjnalesystem‘of}r ‘
cataloguing was in the*description of.fabricé grainrfize,'
inclusioné and'degree.of‘hardness were not consistently“
noted . 0f course, their unreco‘ded observat1on was 1mp11c1t
~in the a551gnment of the piece to a ware cla551f1cat10n. It.

was necessary to set up a method of retr1ev1ng thlS

1nformat1on in 1980 to achleve a more adequate def1n1tlon of

“:the fabrlcs and wares on the site.

In this thesis, the use of the term.fware' is therefore
as correct as p0551ble on the ba51s of the present ev1dence.§'
:;Def1n1tlon of - fabrlc ‘traits is essent1a1 to. the def1n1t1on
’of ware; on the other hand the ev1dence of the range of 27'

- form and fabrlc prOV1ded by one excavatlon is too l1m1ted to

allow comprehen51ve def1n1t10ns of ware.

The Problem of Quant1£1cat10n

| The present work is based on a selected sample of

» pottery from the 51te' that is, the pottery which was
‘selected as dlagnostlc and catalogued I belleve that" the
catalogued pleces are representatlve of all 1dent1f1able

*'Hayes, Late Roman Pottery (1972), p. 15.

[P



; types of‘pottery‘on:thehsite. (A‘nunberVofdcross?tabulatlons}
of.catalogued pleces_appears'ln Tables'I—VIII;)l |
.l-rCataloguing‘offflnefwares,Lofvamphoras and of late
painted'common-warembowls;'because of.thelr‘special |
y:lmportance as dat1ng 1nformatlon for the ware,_stands at:
close to one hundred percent. Catalogulng of the rema1n1ng

'common ware and of arse wares bears most of the effect of

the necessary select1_n.vI est1mate that only about one= half
to two thlrds of the d1agnost1c p1eces in these wares were
catalogued however, those pleces whlch were catalogued were'
selected from cla551fyed groups and the range of forms and
| fdecorat1on styles 1s therefore st1ll ]ustly represented
| Quantlflcatlon ‘in pottery analy51s at present generally:—
_relies on counts, whether by sherd or welght of the
.complete collectlon of pottery excavated The purpose of
7guant1f1cat10n is to express accurately the relatlve
'numerlcal 1mportance of 1nd1v1dual wares or- pottery types ong
'_a partlcular 51te, and to prov1de the potentlal of .
comparlson of one 51te agalnst another, The two approaches
‘VI see as most valld are: a count by dlstlnct rims of the"
orxgxnal number of spec1f1c types of vessels (the methods
used in this thesxs approx1mate-this goal). nd counts of_all
'sherds or the welght of all sherds 1n dlst1nct wares. |

Obv1ously, the second and more generally used method doesd’

L ———— s oo e o

j”The issue is dlscussed by J. A. Rlley in "Quant1f1catlon

of Roman* Pottery of the Mediterranean” in Computer = _
Applications in Archaeology 4 (1976), pp. 53-57. Riley. used .
quant1f1cat10n in his publlcatlon of pottery from Carthage- ‘
see note 4 in the preface. - . :
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not necessarlly make f1ne dlst1nctlons of analy51s of . type
v;or form. |
I th1nk sherd counts have a certa1n valid1ty, and 1

'-1ntend to use them in the flnal publxcatlon of the late

-__pottery, but I do not bel1eve that exhaust1ve counts would

H contrlbute s1gn1f1cantly to the goals of thlS thes1s, whxch
are orlented to an understandlng of the spec1f1c 51te. Data
on the number of catalogued vessels versus the ware sherd
‘fcounti exlst for Mldden v (Context 12f),»the pottery in
Mldden Iv was also welghed Table 1 shons how these counts
compare.v\ |
»Computerxzxng the Data “hu )

In the or191nal appl1cat10n to the Canada Councxl for
hfundlng for the excavatlon, Profs. Small and Buck expressed
the 1ntent10n of usmg a cox‘nputer 5ystem for ‘the proces"-

"

of the pottery from the excavatlon. The 1mple2entat1on of
thls progect was left to me. The Un1versaty'of)hlberta, 11ke_
' other large un1vers1t1es, has a strong computlng serv1ces'
"fac1l1ty, whlch encourages computer use and new appllcat1ons>
':by researchers assoc1ated w1th the Unlver51ty Inqulrres by
*Prof, Small on'the sort of system wanted led hlm toﬂRon

7Senda, consultant for SPIRES the major data-management"

"program used by Computlng Serv1ces at the Unlver51ty of -

—_——_—_——_-———--—.——

*3Riley has noted that weight counts are 1ntr1nsically more
accurate than sherd counts, but that in practice sherd and
“weight counts are generally comparable, Carthage 1975
'(1976) pp 128 and 131 ' >
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’Alberta.»:; o N o
SPIRES 1s an acronym for the Stanford Publlc
Informat1on and Retrleval System. Orlgmnally de81gned for -

ruse by l1brar1es, 1t 15 word or1ented and used from'

->g'typewr1ter eqquped termlnals whlch may or may not have a

”,'v1sual component. SPIRES has many useful features of the

- Y\“(:ﬁ" g

' standard-tYll;avallable 1n any good computer sorting system.v

| W‘Once a flle is bu1lt w1th elements (category names), under

whlch a certa1n type of 1nformatlon 1s stored 1ndexes are.

bu1lt on those elements, and - the 1nformat10n can be

" retrleved 1n a varlety of comb1nat1ons and formats.

Informat1on on a chosen number of elements in a g1ven data lr
“set can be retrleved 1n neat‘tabular form; Adaptatxon of |

B _SPIRES for our purposes requ1red wr1t1ng a deflnltlon of the»

elements relevant to a pottery study. I d1d the f11e “

' def1n1t1on and entered the data myself so as to understand

'_the.program better and,;ncrease my_famlllar;ty_ylth the'

pottery data.’ _ | ‘ | IR |

' The computer program allows control over the

1nformat10n on the catalogued pieces. wh1ch could not’

poss1bly have been achleved in any'other,way. g The program

e o e o e 0 o i e o o

:{Eyen the - best de51gned card f111ng system could not
approach the flexibility and ease of use of a c0mputer

- sorting system; Anna O. Shepard descrlbed an adequate card
filing system for pottery from.an excavation 'in Ceramics for .
‘the Archaeologist, (Washington, 1956), pp. 322-332. The

. system required coding, which, even 1f desi properly,
‘put the information at one remove from the rese rcher. Any
modification required that a new card be made Cards with
needed information had to be needled out, result1ng in
phys;cal wear and tear on the: ;nformat1on system.




:”allows accesé‘to any‘definable'group; for instance,rto all
‘ the catalogued vessels 1n one ware, all the bowls wlth a

"partlcular type of decorat;on, or all the vessels in a

‘-ppartlcular trench or group of trenches, in an almost

-1nf1n1te number of var1atlons and comblnatlons.

The 1nformat10n in the program can also. be edlted to
1ncorporate new knowledge. In the system of catalogulng used
: on the 81te, each sherd was a551gned to a 'ware :
c1a551f1cat1on'¢ The tentatlveness of any such worklng
Aasystem is one of the realltles 1n the study of anc1ent y

1pottery, it causes no part1cular d1fflculty as long as the
‘jrecord keeplng system allows changes of cla551f1catlon.j

*Computer data management also made it p0551b1e to tag each

_1nd1v1dual vessel w1th a label 1nd1cat1ng its context when o

H’the stratlgraphlc analys1s was co pleted

Y

De£1n1ng the Ev1dence Relevant to 'he ﬂate~slte

Thi’s the51s 1s spec1f1cally re strlcted to the analy51s
of the pottery of. the late 51te. W en the pottery was |
,or1g1nally catalogued and entered 1nto the computer program,'
all the pottery from the 51te was,catalogued on<the.samefl-

. , 1 S ,
terms wlthout pre3ud1ce., L S : s

The known late f1ne wares 1nd1cate an approx1mate date'
for thelr partlcular contexts, and the very dlstlnctlve :
fpa1nted common ware 1mmed1ate1y was 1dent1f1ed as 'late by

its’ assoc1at1on wrth 1ate f1ne wares,_but relatlvely l1ttle

~'new knowledge could be galned about ‘the’ late pottery types .
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W thout an“independentuclassification‘of the“conteatstof the
'1ate site based on the1r stratlgraph1c relationship to
structures.‘ |

Once the stratzgraphlc ana1y51s of the 51te as

!"excavated by 1980 had. been worked out and checked with the
datable pottery in ‘the. contexts, 1t became clear that the"
',1excavated material did not 1nclude sealed stratlfled pottery
t;oﬁ the 1ate 51te in Zone 1 (west of the CD line) (see Map |

, V}r although pottery clearly contemporary with the late

N 551te, espec1ally w1th Per1ods I and 1, occurs. in L

destructlon layers and top501l Late materlal in’ ZOne 1 1s

’ therefore essentlally unstratlfled, and there - 1s no p0851ble"

';galn in analy51ng such contexts 1h deta11 On the other

Uhand all the 1ate f1ne wares (Afrlcan Red Sllp and Phocaean -
xyRed Sllp) 1nclud1ng unstrat1f1ed p1eces, are dlscussed in .
'thls thes1s,_so ‘that the complete range of pottery datable; _
'fby external evzdence may be checked o
. Of 1897 catalogued vessels from the ent1re 51te, 1139
'“.lay‘ln stratlfled contexts of the late s1te (1nclud1ng the
'"‘1mmed1ately overlylng destructlon 1evels and topso1l 1n
'Zones 2 and 3)_ and 109 more were . 1n two mlddens,vwhlch
~while not tied to the stratlgraphlc analy51s, were- clearly:
'contemporary with the occupatlon of Per1od III judglng by
”‘the1r datable fine’ wares- that 1s, some 65% of the '
catalogued pottery of the 51te ‘was dep051ted dur1ng the late'”

occupatlon. Wh11e about ten percent of thlS maﬁerlal is "

re51dual,‘superf1c1al mater1a1 of the late 51te in Zone 1"



'has not been 1ncluded 1n this count, and 1t therefore seems
“that well over half of the catalogued vessels deposxted on .
the 51te date to the late perlod The vessels of the late
s;te are larger and’ heav1er on the average than vessels of
the early 51te, and therefore the. total we1ght of the late".
perlod pottery would perhaps be as much as two thlrds that'
‘vof the total of all pottery mater1a1 dep051ted on- the 51ter

in all perlods.

The Problem of Incomplete Excavatron
As I mentloned above, thlS theS1s i based only on
pottery excavated from 1977 to 1980 and on the strat1graph1c‘

3ana1y51s done in 1980" of the excavated areas"however .the

‘-‘excavatlon of the s1te is cont1nu1ng and new 1nformatlon is

~be1ng collected and recordedion pottery-and,other art;facts
and on the structures of the site.
No more than a third of the structures which have

: sUbsequently been=identified'as belonglng to Perlod II and‘

. only~ about two thlrds of the,area of the structures of

;Perlod III were . uncovered as ofvthe endvof the‘1980 season
(see Maps IV and V) Excavatlon in‘thelseasons of- 1981 andflr
' 1982 has revealed a great deal more mldden material
‘particularly of Per1od III in 1981,'and has’ come close to
doubllng the amount of pottery from the 51te.:__ | |

Wh1le thlS the51s does - not deal with all the materlal.
. that has been excavated from the San Glovannl S1te, the:

mater1a1 it treats has y1elded all 1ts potentlal of v

i



injormationﬂ The areas’of'the site which have been.e3cavated_f
haue,been destroyed( according to the.wellfknown laws of the
zarchaeologicalbpr0cess. No'more information can be'gathered
about them and nothlng can undo the strat1graph1c ev1dence
whlch has been derlved from them or change the
_1dent1f1catlon or the counts of -the pottery in those "
;contexts.; R ft;v'h : s
New excavatlon expands our understand1ng of the’ 51te
vﬂand can marglnally change prev1ous 1nterpretat1ons' but it
‘cannot be said to undo or to devalue the 1nformat1on which
was avarlable earl1er. For 1nstance, before the excavatlon
of the major-structures of Period'II Period 1I1I ?as known -
from thevexistence_of its occupatlon mldden.' | k h

- On'the other hand 1 belleve that the analy51s of
" excavatlon subsequent to 1980 w1ll result 1n the datlng of a
‘phase or phases w1th1n Period III. The completed excavatlon
lw1ll allow a much greater degree of accuracy in counts of .
pottery‘from the occupatlon of*Late*Perlodva‘to 111, and
therefore 1n estlmates of the relatlve populatlon of the
51te. When the excavation of the 51te is completed
quantlflcatlon and statlstlcal 1nferences w1ll be much more .
"accurate than they can be in thlS the51s, but it 1s very
\unllkely that my present 1nferences will be upset since
they are based on clear materlal ev1dence and result in a

very coherent picture of the vicissitudes of the late site.



19

The New Face of Pottery Studies of the Late Roman Emp1re o

| Hayes account of the fine wares and forms of the late\
Roman world marks an extremely s1gn1f1cant advance in the
‘understandlng of ‘these wares. Working with materlal from
many excavatlons as well as museum materials, he 1dent1f1ed‘
.the known forms w1th1n the major ware classes]and a551gned a
-tentatlve»range of dates and a chronolog1cally ordered |
’number to each form he'discussed}'Hayes'has thus brovided
'archaeolog1sts ‘of «the late Roman Empire with a much—neéded;
datlng tool. R | |
‘Even more s1gn1f1cantly, hls work has the potentlal to a

/

. revolutlonlze the analysis of excavatlon 51tes of thls/.

. perlod 2¢ It is now generally p01ntless in regard to Afrlcan

'Red Slip and Phocaean Red Sllp to collect and publlsh a list
jof examples of comparable forms from other 51tes._Th1s
tradltlonal aspect of pottery publlcatlon.lmp11c1tly hadrtheA
‘intent'of establishing;the identity, date and'distribntion
»lof a reCognizable'form or‘warer'sinoe_Hayes has éstablishedu

~exactly this for the laté Roman fine wares, the way the

~ range of . fine'wares on a spec1f1c 51te fltS the broad
~chronologlcal and geographlc context can best be grasped by

"reference to. hlS work Thfs does not mean that Hayes can be
25Only thlrty flve years ago ' Waage believed that such a .,
‘guide was the final purpose of pottery study, cf. Waage, '

Antioch IV. (1948), p. 4. | -

*‘Stefano Tortorella's: "Ceramica di produ21one Africana e
rinvenimenti archeologlc1 SOttomarlnl della media e tarda
~eta imperiale: Analisi dei dati e dei contributi: reciproci”
MEFR 93 (1981), pp. 355-380, is an example of the useful -
kind of work Wthh can be done based on the typology and
'”chronology which Hayes has establ1shed. ‘
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followed thh slavxsh dependence or that work in. regard to
the late Roman fine wares is complete. The accuracy of the
Ldat1ng of the forms st111 leaves much to be’ de51red but, as
I have noted above, 1mprovements to Hayes_ system-must come.
*from strat1graph1c analysis of‘excavation. | o |

' It also rema1ns to establ1sh a systematlc def1n1t1on of;

L 1nd1v1dual wares 1n late Roman pottery,'one wh1ch 1dent1f1es'

them by fabric and assoc1ated forms and decorat1on, llnks
‘the defined ware to the geographlcally prec1se1y known
provenance of the;workshop whlch produced it and dates its
| éeriod of production. Only'a general study;_however, on the
sameularge scale as Hayes orlglnal study of the'forms can
prov1de a def1n1t1ve gu1de to the 1nd1v1dual wares of late
Roman pottery _ | |

| The study of pottery from excavat1on must now -
concentrate on the 1nterna1 analy51s of the spec1f1c s1tevto
-establlsh the - contrlbutlons to knowledge whlch can come from
it alone;for the perlodfof 1ts’occupat10n,’G1ven‘thls
"orientation}then,a.broblem’ofibottery analysisicannot be
’adeduatelyaanswered‘through analysie of the contexts of its
site or‘b§ reference'to Hayee, 1t then becomes legltlmate
"and requ1red to marshall publlshed and unpubl1shed - »
comparatave materlal 1n an attempt to solve 1t.A

—— e - o — o o~ —— ———

271This is not to say that fine wares from 1nd1v1dual sites-
need not be analysed in terms of fabric: Sagudb's study of’
~the forms of African Red Slip from Sperlonga by fabric is a
"helpful step in the direction.of establishing the identity -
..of particular wares, cf. Lucia Sagud, "Ceramica africana
dalla "vVilla di T1ber10 a Sperlonga", MEFR 92 (1980), pp.
471—544 : : S B S



While there is a certain am0unt of scholarly apparatus"
.:'1n thzs theszs, 1t appears only in. the intetests of the
| solutlon of clearly xpressed specif1c problems. most of the

'ga1ns 1n knowledge which can be realzzed from the late San

i‘“Gzovann1 31te ‘must come from a per51stent and search1ng

study of the materlals and contexts of the S1te 1tse1f
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11. Stratigraphic Analysis of the Late Site
‘A major step in the definition of the late site is the
correlation of the pbttery,series with the‘stratigrephic'

W

analysis based on the construction history of the site. In

the present chapter the evidence of the dated pottery‘seriee‘
. - :
is presented first. The stratigraphic analysis, including a

list of the dated stratigraphic contexts of the late San

" pottery.

1]

Giovanni site, follows.?* The two 11nes of evidence have‘

been brought together 'to define the- late site and the late

A. The Dated Pottery Series
The dated pottery serles on the San G10vann1 site

begins .in the fourth century B.C. It breaks off almost

immediately, resuming in the'late first century B.C. From

this point it is more or less c0ntinuohs toffhe beginhing'of

the third century A. D There is- no questldn that materlal of

thlS date is tied to the occupation of the early Roman v1lla
in the western part of the excavated 51te. | y

There is a break in the pottery serles from the‘
beglnnlng of the thlrd century A.D. The ser1es resumes with

——————— i ——— —— — - - - ——

28 The stratigraphic analys1s summarized in this chapter was

worked out by Dr. A. M. Small in the spring and summer of

1 1980. The dated material in the layers and contexts,

partlcularly the pottery and lamps, prov1ded a cross- check
on the 1nterpretatlon. Small's revisions, based on
excavation in the 1981 and 1982 seasons, have ‘also been
incorporated into this chapter. The excavations of 1981 are
the subject of a brief report by Small, to be published

“shortly in Classical News and Views.

S22
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pottery of c. 340 A.D., after an‘ovidtnt‘qap of nt.lcast one
‘hundred years, and proceeds w1th no nccellary dxscontinuity
into the first half of the sxxth contury A.D. It is thé
pottery series of c. 340 A.D. and later vhich was first
tentatively defxned as the 'late' pottery on the San
kGlovann1 site. | : |

A very distinctive painted common ware appears in all
the-layers dated by f1ne wares to the four;h, fifth or sixth
qent@ry A.D., except in a very few layers dated to the mid
fo;fth. ;h‘térms’of the ceramiﬁ ﬁateriai,‘it'is the
appeérance of this ware which most frequenfly and
vconclusxvely identifies ’ »

'late‘ Because an understand g of thx.

‘del1m1tatxon of the l%&? site in terms of area, structures
and contexts wvas set sdxas not to exclude any ev1dence for
the introduction of this ware.

- Many of;the forms in this ware undergo no signifiéant
‘qhﬁngé in the various stratigraphic contexts of the late
‘site. The lack of development in the forms suggests a
certé&n degfée‘of cnlfura1~uniformity over a periéd sf
‘neacly two hundred years and further justifies the‘sﬁﬁdy of

the late period as a cultural continuum.

~,



. B. The Strat:graph:c Analys:s

| Integratlon of the ev1dence of the pottery series with
"the\st:atlgraph;c.analy51s-preduces a more‘compl1cated‘
picture. - _ | o ' | ”

dn the,bédis:eflexcavation reSults_of.the 1977 to. 1980
‘seaecns, a.ﬁajor,eatly'bhildihg complex,:ahtypical early
imperial Roman:ville, was eeéiiy4distinguished from a much
later comb}ex,»a large’praeforlum:with édjbining’structures_
(see Map V). The early’impe;ial villa was'cohstructed in the
-thirdbquafter'of the first,centurf A.D.;and'occqpied.until
thé“early‘third.‘The‘pPaetOhium and its related,étfuctures
'werejbuilt in the third quarter of‘the‘fifth century A;D.
aand occﬁpied intovthe first half of the sixth,

The dates a551gned to the constructlon, occupatlon and
destructxon ‘of these clearly deflned bulldlngs by the
stratlfled pottery ev1dence do not however, account for the
accumulatlon of a pottery series of ihtermediate‘date
stratlfled over the destructlon of the early villa and below
the constructlon of ‘the pPaetonlum and. related structures.
-The ev1dence for the existence of bu1ldlngs constructed in
the 1nterven;ngpper;od was minimal befohe the excavathn
eeascn_of 1982{'whenithe praetorium .of Late Period II was
dlscovered | B o o

Prev1ously,,av1dence for bu1ld1ngs earller than Perlod

III 1ncluded some sllght remains of a smaller. bu1ldlng

predating Room 10 of the praetorium of Period I11. One wall

of this buildihg below ﬁoom,jovoveriies walls which seem
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themselves to helong to the late second century A.D. 'and
therefore to be part ofva-subordinate phase of.the eariy
1mper1a£ v1lla. The walls of the small 1ntermed1ate bu1ldlng
have a terfnus post quem c. 340 A D., accord1ng to a 51ngle
‘_:plece of datable fine ware found among the materlal
‘ assoc1ated with the constructlon ‘of th1s¢bu11d1ng. These‘
- walls ‘are among the earliest datable structures assoc1ated
"‘w1th pottery datlng after the resumption of occupation on
“the 51te in. the fourth century ‘A, D., and therefore are

;Jldentlfled as remains of a. structure of 'Late Perlod I'.

Before the 1982 season, a very -small amount of

h. comparably dated early fourth century materlal in the floor

. C€0152, CO0154, p.48.

of Room 24 in the southern part of Zone 'suggested that the
southwestern area of the early 1mper1al v1lla was remodelled
at the same’ time. Excavat1on in. 1982 has produced new
__ev1dence to conflrm thlS hypothe51s. A concentratlon of'
Constantlnlan c01ns in the 1mmed1ate v1c1n1ty will almost
certalnly eventually be shown to be stratlgraphlcally
related to the constructlongof Late Perlod I.

'Other traces of walls whlch:ev1dent1y represent a.newv
—vplacement of the eastern walls of the remodelled v1lla
“appear undér the later constructlon of Room 2. Material
'below floor ievel here 1s of the same m1d fourth century

date. In all three areas of the 51te reveal scattered

traces of structures wh1ch are certalnly 1dent1f1ed as

___-_-;____4____,-

.*’See Chapter 111, '"The Ev1dence of The Small Finds" C0150,



v belong1ng to Period I.‘_

Excavatlon 1n the areas of Rooms 5 7 8 and 18 in 1981

'establlshed that’ thlS complex of rooms was or1glnally SPEEE

: erected before the last quarter of the fohrth century A D.

T'As structural ev1dence 1nd1cates that these rooms predate

the. praetorlum of Late Perlod II these rooms also belong to

- Late Perlod I.

The pnaetorlum of Perlod II was constructed i _the'

- sOuthwestern part of Zone.1 Thls major structure of Late

Perlod II wastbu11t contlguous to Rooms 5, 7, 8 and 18,

wh1ch vere reta1ned as part of the late fourth century plan.

cAnother structure of Late Perlod II appears on approxlmately

the same orlentatlon in the southern part of Zone 3

wcomparlson w1th the scattered remalns of Per1od I, there are

’coherent plans for the structures of both Perlods 11 and.

11I.

The latest structures on the 51te are those of Late

Perlod I1I. The pPaetorlum in" Zone 3 and. 1ts ad301n1ng Rooms

2 and 3. in- the north of Zone 2 ‘were early 1dent1f1ed as

Q.bUlldlngs of Period III. Excavatlonlxn-the summer of 1981

‘-: showed that the structures of”Perlod III are more exten51ve

l

than - was prev1ously supposed as an unexpected complex of =

'frooms to the south of the‘p@sed bualdlng wa% unearthed._

B8
hols|

—

Whlle the pPaatorlum of P§w1od III was ev1dently bu11t as a

‘feplhcement for thatdof Perlod II, much of the Perlod II

'complex survzved and was adagted to new uses in Perlod III

Robm 5 was. remodelled and made 1nternally round Room %igas

FL
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unroofed and used as a dump (M1dden IV) and Room 8 became an
.fan1mal pen- only Room 18 was destroyed Seen as a uq1t the

‘structures of Per1od III form a. sllghtly larger and more

-_1mpre551ve complex than those of Per1od II

Stratlfaed pottery 1nd1cates a date c. 460 A, D for the
: constructlon of . the whole complex of Perlod III. The pottery'

‘ ev1dence suggests that the remodellln?'of Room 5 took place

- -

Perlod III the apsed bu1ld1ng w.ffalso gimodelled to 1nstall

’avmosalc-floor,ln Room 15, but although the area under the
~floor.masuexca§ated in‘1980,'no.pottery mater1al was found .
‘to date it closely. » ‘ o o

T Late Perlod III ends w1th the destruct1on of the

{' by flre. The end of Period III can. be dated to c.

?Afthe date of the latest piece of_datable pottery on

e e - »1 :

3°The. stratlgraphlc analy51s of structures. and contexts of
“Period III directly south -of the praetorium. of Period III in
"Zone 3 excavated in the summer of 1981 may p0551b1y reveal
phases within Period I1I which can be correlated w1th the
installation of the mosaic |floor.

3'The excavators have suggested that the destructlon by flre
of the apsed building.of Period 111 may have oc¢cured as an
~early event in the Gothic Wars, which began in 535 A.D. See
Alastair M. ~Small, "Gll edifici del periodo tardo-antico a
San Giovanni", a paper presented at the Tavola Rotonda on
San Giovanni held in Rome, July 4, 1981. Papers of the
conference will be published shortly. ) SIETEN.



| C. Occupatxon uaterxal of the Late Sxte ;'1fff J
S Destructlon rubble from the Late Period 1 walls .
1mmed1ately to the north of - the complex of Rooms 5 7 8 and
18 was . subsequently sealed - by the accumulat1on of mldden
,mater1al of Late Perlod 1. This midden ('Midden I') is a
large and strat1graph1cally 1ntact depos1t of pottery of the'
m1d fourth to the m1d f1fth century A D. Midden I is d1v1ded‘x
1nto upper and lower strata by a th1n layer of llme.-The
ceram1c materlal below the llme layer has a termlnus ante
quem of c. 425 A. D. An 1dent1cal range of f1ne ware . types of
the same date accumulates above the 11me layer, whlch | |
loglcally rules out a break in occupatlon at thls p01nt. The;’
Iatest pottery in the layers of the upper stratum dates to
‘c'. 460 A.D. . R B |
Mldden I was laxd down’ before'the constructlon above it
of Rooms 2 and 3 the two northern rooms of'the range of & |
outbu1ld1ngsrad301ned to the west'of»the«apsed bu1ld@@@._ he

latest dated material~in the upper stratum ofaMidden,I'is'

the ‘same per1od as the latest datable pottery in the floor
layers of Rooms 2 and 3 and 1n layers assoc1ated w1th the'v
. constructlon of the pPaetOPIum of Perlod III ThlS fact
shows ‘that the greater part of the complex of bulldlngs off-
Per1od‘TII 1s almost exactly contemporary e . ‘ ',{
As I have noted materlal in- Zone 2 wh1ch forms the
floor layers of Period III. 1n Rooms 2 and 3 forms the
uppermost stratum of a long, und1sturbed stratlgraphlc

: sequence, made up ofvdestructlon material from Late Period I .

o
=,



‘and two levels of occupat1on mater1a1 of Perlod II (Lower '
and Upper Midden I) In.-the area of the praetonium of Perlod.m:
‘ I1I, howeven, the bulk of the mater1al 1ncluded 1n the
constructlon 1ayers dates from the early 1mper1al perlod
| and materlal from the fourth to m1d flfth centurles A.D..

forms al fa1r1y small percentage ‘of - flnds 1n the context.
:Thzs is because ‘the- area under the bu1ld1ng was leveled and-
cleared before its construct1on, uncoverlng mater1al 1 |
contempomary w1th ‘the early s1te, whlle Rooms 2 and 3, whlch

lie down slope 1n relatlon to. the natural contours of the

_”j51te, were‘bu11t above the mldden of the precedlng Per1od

II. |
Midden 1v, 'whichncollectedhin‘Room'7 and the area of
IIRoom 7 represents by far the greatest concentratlon of

h occupatlon materlal of Perlod III whlch was uncovered in the

_excavatlon seasons from 1977 to 1980 Materlal 1n Mldden IV

- is dated to some po1nt w1th1n the per1od from- the second

;half of the flfth century to the early 51xth century A, D
The datable mater1a1 in the destructlon layers of
'Per1od III suggests that the. 51te rema1ned 1n COntanOUS use
until about 530 A D. As the mater1a1 in top501l is nowhere»

f;later; thlS date marks the end of the occupatlon of the

3%

site.
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.'h D; Stratlgraphlc Contexts of the Late 51te

' The orlg1nal constructlon and 0ccupat1on of the early
'-1mperlallv}lla is not relevant to the present study.
,;Although the plan of the v1lla of the early site was
remodelled and reuSed in Late Perlod l, almost no strat1f1ed
“'ev1dence of late occupatlon was uncovered rn the area‘of
i_ZOne 1 excavated from 1877 to, 1980 | e
‘ The area cons1dered relevant to the late perlod for the -
ipurposes of thls the51s ‘has therefore been dellmlted to the

- grid east of the CD llne (see Map V). Th1s does not 1nvolve7
the loss of any s1gn1f1cant stratlfled mater1al of the late

' perlod from the excavat1on seasons of 1977 to 1980 All theri

o

,layers and therefore all the pottery excavated w1th1n this
1iarea can be grouped in contexts stratlgraphlcally related to
_bu1ld1ngs of the late 51te, except for 1solated sondages and
‘dtop501l | ' ' |
| f', Materla} in test trenches 1ncludes two late mlddens 1n

fthe‘areasrof hoom 41 (Mldden III) and Room 42 (Mldden II)

_whlch could not be related to the stratlgraphlc analy51s of
the area excavated from 1977 to 1980 the characterlstlcs_ofd
Jthese m1ddens are descrlbed below. |

'The remalnlng materlal fell into fourteé% stratlgraphlc

vcla551f1catlons of which f1ve are partlcularly 1mportant

. because. they conta1n a large amount of pottery dated w1th1n

a l1m1ted perlod of t1me. Re51dual p1eces forﬁ‘flve percentj

. ‘v)
or less of catalogued pleces 1n these contexts Topsoil.

finds from within the~del;m;ted area have-been grouped as a
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‘content They'are relevant to-the study.as-they fOrm a- check
on conclus1ons about the latest occupat1on of the site.
The date of each context 1s determined by the range of'
dated pottery in the context and the strat1graph1c "
' jrelatlonsh1p of each- context to the others- it is. therefore~b‘
R the deposition date of the materlal 1n the context.yj ‘
Stratxgraph1c ‘termlnl post vel ante quem are 1nd1cated by
'a slash. d o | | ‘
»df the five dates '(é. '340,' c. 375, c. 425, c. 460 and

c; 530 A.D: ) which result from this analy51s, two, c. 375
'fiand c. 425 A, D., are. flxed w1th1n a very narrow. range. The
.tnumber of factors taken 1nto account suggests that the
-‘actual p01nt in t1me whﬁch they represent falls w1th1n 375

to 385 A.D. and~420 to‘430‘A.D-,respectrvely. Eor 340 and
460 A.b,}‘the real date falls yithinfthe‘yearﬁcited plus\or
Vminus_ten.years._The_sugoeSted end dagepfor,ﬁhe'site of‘530
A.D. is a tehminﬁs posf»qUem. Itlfgiless secure; because it -
"lS'partially'baSed on a‘lack of informatlon'ethat'is, the:"
comblned ev1dence of stratlgraphy and- datable pottery
.vprov1des no basis for a later date, but m111tates agalnst a
'ss1gn1f1cantly earller one. A date at some. p01nt in the
’second quarter of the s1xth century A. D _1s very_lrkely on‘ﬁ;
_the basis of the present ev1dence. “ o |

| In the follouing summary the. flve most 1mportant
contexts have been starred The context number 1s fcllow“'
by the deposltlon date, the computer code’and the total |

.number of catalogued vessels, the number of catalogued



32

pieces of African Red_Slip later'than the Seeond.centnry
A.D., ofvfhogaeanoRed Sllp‘and‘of'thevlate painted common
- ware.>? The Stratigraohic description and.dated pdttery
materral of each context ‘is brlefly descr1bed to- establzsh
its horlzon, date, and relatlve 1mportance in terms of the
late site.? ’ » ‘
J'»Context 1 - l_ S -'/¢. 340 A.D.

Perlod I Construct1on in Zone 3 (P2023) |

12 pots AR 1 - PRS0 °  PCW O

There is a very small amount of mater1a1 below floor
levels of the walls of the Per1od 1 bu11d1ng wh1ch underlles
Room 10 of the pPaetOPIum of Perlod TII. The only plece of
fine ware stratlfled here 1s an example of Hayes Form 50 B
in terra 51glllata ch1ara C'_suggestlng a teﬂmlnus post quem'
in the middle of the fourth century A.D.
Context 2 o - /c. 380 A.D.
| Perlod I Constructlon in - Zone 2 (P1YF) .

10 pots  ARS'] - BRSO BCW 0

A few pots areAassoc1ated w1th floor levels of Perlod I,'
in the area of Roon 2 and Room 38 The one p1ece of- Afrlcan
Red Sl1p is agaln an example of Hayes Form 50 B in terra
's1glllata ch1ara C, 1nd1cat1ng that,the context 1s.exactly‘

o o e o o

~ 3?Tables II to VI present the wares 1n the contexts in more |
detail.

33pottery dates are ba51cally derlved from Hayes, Late Roman
Pottery (1972) and Supplement (1980). Occas1onally evidence -
from the site has requ1red a revision of Hayes' dates; these:
revisions are discussed in detail in Chapter 1V, "The Late
African Red Sllp Wares™ and Chapter V, "The Phocaean Red
"Slip Ware ‘ o
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contemporary~with‘Context .o D ' f
Cdntext 3+ | B .c. 375 A.D./
Per1od 1 Destruction ‘under Mldden 1 (P1YD) ‘
91 pots " ARS 11 'PRS 0 - PCW 8
| The'material in this context is rubble and leveling
« material from‘the demolition”in the fourth century A.D. ‘of'
“the remodelled rectangular v1lla plan of Late Period I. The‘.
)context is stratlgraphlcally sealed by occupatlon materlal
.of Period II (Mldden 1) that accumulated above it.
The fine ware 1n.thlsccontext 1ncludes'three examples .
~of African Red Sllp Form 50 B,. two examples of Form 61 A,
‘two stamped bases of late fourth century type, an example of
" Form 52 B, another_fourth century base, and.one example of
: Form 61‘B lhe date'range»suggested by these pieces is from
the early to the late fourth. century A D. All the fine ware
p1eces except the example of Form 61.B certalnly could
pre date 375 A.D. and this is the probable date of the
dep051t1on of the context. v‘-/ T
Context 4 = c. 375 A.D.?
Period II7Construction in Zone 2 (P2R)
11 pots  ARS 1 - PRS 0 | PCW 2
‘The analysls of the stratification agrees very well'.
with the analysis of the pottery in the defined contexts in

almost every case. This context is the exception. Floor

leVels.stratigraphically defined to be those of Period II in

Room 7 have eridently_been'disturbed. While an African Red
Slip base stamped in the style A(ii) suits the previously

-
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.suggested date forwoonstruct1on of Period II ra pa1nted
‘common ¢ ware Jug w1th a rldged rim (as SG Forms 9-11) does
not otherw1se appear}xn‘contexts‘earller than 460 A.D. It is
| therefore likely that there has been a major intrusion here |
‘ into_an.earlier context. A - ‘ b'\ | |
Context 5% '. - /c. 3765-c. 425 A.D./ -/
Early Occupatlon of Per:od 11 (Lower Mldden I)(PZMAL)
80 pots ARS 20 . PRS 0 -~ PCW 20
P This mater1!t is part of a 1arge midden, def1ned
'stratlgraphxcally by the hlgh organic. content of the 5011
.Whlch lies above the destruct1on rubble of Perlod I and
which underlles Rooms 2 and 3 of Perlod III and therefore
preches them, ﬁayes Afr1can Red Slip Forms 61 A, 53 B, 61
:B, 80 B and'QI B suggest a date range_forrthns_context C.

340 to c. 425 AsD. The material in the context was~actually

laid down after.375 A.D., since that~is the late date in the E

gunderlying‘destruction materia; of Period I.
Context 6% o o y o ,/cf 425—c. 460 A D /
| Late Occupatlon of Perlod II (Upper Midden I)(PZMAT)
124 pots. v‘; - ARS 24 - 'PRS. 6 _' PCW 37
Mater1al in.the upper stratum of Mldden I partioularly
in its western extent, 1ncludes pottery dated latervthan the
'latest materlal in the lower layers of Mldden I, asiwell as.
pottery datable as early as the mld fourth century A.D.
-Examples of Hayes Afr1can Red 511p Forms 61 A, 61 B, 53 B,
SQ, 64 and a variant of Form 80 B are. very similar to the

range of fine wares which appeared 1n4Lower Midden I, but-
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' later forms 1nclude a small var1ant of Afr1can Red Sl1p Form
97 and an example of. Form 87 C plus four examples of
Phocaean Red 511p Form 3 C rims and two bases. These later
~forms taken together suggest a date in the mid- f1fth century
‘ A D. ‘The same range of late forms appears in the mater1a1
from bu11d up and floor for the Per1od II1I bu11d1ng complex
df(Contexts 8 and 9) The date range for the mater1a1 1n this
context is therefore c. 340 to c. 460 A D Slnce the
mater1al stratlfxed below thlS context in Lower M1dden I is
sealed C',425 A. D., the actual date of depos1t1on of the
material is c. 425 to c. 460 A.D. .
Context 7 “ . 380-c. 460 A.D.
Per1od I Destructlon and Period II Occubatlon (P1D)
77 pots . ARS 3 ~ PRS vt/ PCW 9
The destruct1on layers of Period I stratlgraphlcally
" defined by thlS de51gnat10n were at the surface in Perlod
11, and the latest materlal in the context is contemporary
1with mater1al 1n the upper stratum of Mldden I, a fact yhlch

o~

suggests that they were- perhaps covered over by topsﬁ%&_in'
Perlod III ’ y o

The earl1est type of late f1ne ware found on the 51te,.
\’fan'example of Hayes Form 50 B in the thlrd and fourth
century fabrlc terra 51g111ata chlara C 1nd1cates that the

materlal stratlfled here began to accumulate in the flrst

“half of the fourth century A. D.; but Forms 61 B, 91 B and 80 -

'vB,‘also characterlstlc of nadden I, 1nd1cate the late fourth

':and flrst quarter of the fifth century A D.
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The 1atest pxece of fxne ware stratlfxed 1n this
context is an example of Phocaean Red Slip Fdrm;3 C, whxch
isit&e latest form‘to appear in the uppet level of Midden I
and in the material stratified below the Period III complex;@F
The material in the context datee from c. 34O to o. 460
A.D., and there is no means of narrowing:the date of the
context further. - “ | | _ e
Context 8 = o . c. 460 A.D. /

Per1od I11 Buildup and Floor in Zone 3 (P33FZ3)
204 pots - o ARS 8 "PRS 6 PCW 12

The materlal under the apsed bulldlng of Perlod III in
Zone 3 (Context 8) is extremely mixed. Includlng tentatlvely
typed coarse ware; 91 p1eces OF- 45 percent of the 204
catalogued vessels in this context can be dated to the f1rst
or second century A.D. of the seventeen pleces of African
Red Slip catalogued, nine are in terra sigillata chiara A
and belong to the second century A.D. This is the m1n1mum

number of residual pleces 1n~the context and probably well,v : ;

over half of the pottery which underl1es or represents floorf}g,é

layers in the large apsed;bq1ld;ng in Zone 3 1s’mater1qlr

the early 'site. There is also some residual material

contemporary with the occupation of Period II, including
three joins with materidl of‘Middenel."This'distributidn

suggests that some soil from Midden I was used in the

levelling of the slope before tne construction.




up only six percent of all the‘catalogued pottery; the ware
makes up thirty percent of catalogued pottery in Context 6
(Upper Midden I) and forty-one percent in O$ntext 9 (Period
t11 Cozatruction in Zone 2).
The Iatest material in the context, however, are pioces
of Phocaean Red Slip Hayes Form 3 C and an example of Hayes
\ ‘Afrxcan Red Slip Form 87 C very. sxm1lar to those in Contexts
\ 6% and 9. They again suggest a terminus post quem c. 460
' a.D. ‘ o “
Context 9 - /c. 460 + A.D.
Period III Buildup and Floor in Zone 2 (P3BFZ2)
98 pots . ARS 6 " PRs 0 PCW 41
There is a rather large amdunt of material associated
with éeriod III build-up and floor in ZOne’2 inside and in.
the vicinity of the Period III western range of rooms (Rooms
2, 3 and 5) (Eontext 9). A great‘pércentage of the pottery
comes from Room 5. The floor of Room 5 was disturbed to

%’é‘ ’ ﬁ‘ ' ‘ L

v h. natural at the time of the remodelllng, and tﬁe mater1a1
AR W3

‘de§051bed in51de the walls is cons1stently of the second

ek, ““"-‘

L_half of tﬁe‘f1fth century or later The latest certa1nly
ated f1ne wares in the context: are Hayes Afr1can Red Sllp
5Forms ‘76 'and 87 £, which suggest a terminus post quem c. 460
gA D. The appearance of two examples of Gaza amphora, wh1ch'
owas found otherw1se only in Midden v and in the destructlon
context of Perlod III may also indicate a date |
s1gn1f1cantly later than 460 A D. The ev1dence suggests that

the remodelling of Room 5 may be a subordinate phase within



“f’Perﬁbd 111, and that the mater1a1 here/was depos1ted at some.
:11m1ted per1od 1n the second half of the fifth century A.D.
Context 10 . jrﬁh 7,ff»c, 460 + A.D.
Perlod III Occupatlon 1n Zone 2 (P38022)
21 pots ~ © SARS 0 BRSO PCW 3
In general occupataon materlal on the San Gxovannl
" site is found in mlddens where refuse was del1berately
‘-,collected~rather’than appear1ng~1n' occupatlon layers ovet
bthe 51te. ‘The small amount of materlal stratlgraphlcally
11dent1f1ed as occupatlon_matetlal whlch is not from mlddens
aisjactually,ftom‘COntempotary yalking surfaces. As this
_material Qas eiposed'tokcontamination in.Period 111, the
h.context 1s dlfferentlated from the. constructlon layers.
There 'is no 1dent1f1able f1ne ware in Context 10;‘the
.three examples of palnted common ware 1nclude a w1d;Lmouthed ‘
jar (SG Form 43) and a wadll sherd from a cLosed form
decorated w1th any comblng Neither type appears in other
contexts ‘dated earller than 460 A.D. |
*Context 11 ‘7 | "‘ [ o \'cu 460 + A.D.
: Perlod 111 Occupatlon in Zone 3 (P3BOZB)
20 pots ARS1' PRS0 PCW 1
The only materlal w1th th1s stratlgraphlc de31gnat10n
TS the walklng surface of Room 40 to the south of the apsed
bu1ld1ng The latest datable f1ne ware in this context is an
example of a’ bowl in Afrlcan Red Sllp with a stamp pOSSIblY

- of Hayes Type A(l) the type dates to the fourth century

A.D.; a good deal earller than the date of Period III
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- . 5“ . . ) _ -“'C‘s' 0 I ’ . . ‘ - .
constructlon.vA painted common ware Jug with a-rldged rim

(as SG Forms 9 11) suggests a date not earl1er than 460 A D.

Context 12* ‘ o : '.'/cr 460 c. 530 A.D
- Period III Occupatlon (M1dden 1v) (P3MBZZ) i
183 pots 'Ans 0 éné 1 »;‘M PCH 83
A great deal of the occupat1on material which. postdates'
the constructlon of the Perlod III bulldlngs was excavated
in a m;dden’(M1dden IV); whlch 1s_stratlgraph1ca11y deflned
by soil type. Midden IV liesﬁcver and in the near vicinityf
of the ru1ns of Room 7 of Period II and is not otherw15e
"fstratlgraph1cally assoc1ated w1th a bu11d1ng per1od
The pottery matarlal/ls very consistent in type,»a factn
‘.bnhich‘may 1nd1cate that 1t was laid down w1th1n a relat1vely B
short per1qd.‘Datable flﬂ; warefln the-context 15 limited to
lda fen_exambles’of Africa/ Red Slip,Hayeé formsd99 B and 8?
c, aan imitation‘of Aﬁs szes Form 97 in a reglonal ware, and
‘ an early example of Phdfaean Red Sllp Hayes Form 3 F, all of
wh1ch are conSIStent w1th a date for the midden in the

‘ second half of the f1th century A.D. Form 99 is very common

_in destructlon contexﬂs at Con1mbr1ga, Whlch glves the

appearance of the form a teﬁmlnus -ante quem of 465/468 A.D.

vThere 1s'therefore good reasonhto.belleve that thlstmldden
,began to accumulate soon - after the constructlon of the_
-buildings ofAPerlodVIII, the terlnus post quem for whlch
hasfbeen set c. 460JA.D; by the evidence of Conte;ts}G*fand’

. - 8 P v
) . - o



Context 13 B ‘3/c.'53dHA.b./

: Perlod III Destruct1on (P3D) S U - o
1126 pots’ ’-','t ARS 6 o I PRS 2 . ~'V"pcw§51

Rubble from the destruct1on of the Perlod III bulldlngs

‘1ncludes a small amount of flne vare whlch should date the

f1nal occupatlon of these bu1ld1ngs. In th1s céhtext there

was found the latest plece of datable f1ne ware on' the 51te,r

an example of Phocaean Red Sllp Hayes Form 3. F wh1ch hasr

_comparanda at the Samos. Heralon, in a small c1stern dated by .

coins to first half of- the 51xth century A. D.?‘ Examples of

Afr1can Red Sllp Form 99 B and the general con51stency o§ v7

'the palnted common ware»w1th the types foundaln‘M1dden IV
’1nd1cate a date not too far removed from the late date for
'that context. It therefore seems reasonable to date the

'destructlon of the Perlod II! bu1ld1ngs and the end of the

occupatlon of the 51te to a perlod c. 530 ‘A, D

Context 14 = S 1 . /c. 530 + A. D%

Topsoil (TO)%

83 pots - - . ARS 5" PRS 1

o

"There 1s no structural or stratlgraphlc ev1dence of

occupat1on on the San G10vann1 51te after the. destruct1on of

the bu1ld1ngs of Perlod 111, and pottery types found in

N
top501l are. noJ later than those found in Perlod 111

occupatlon an# destructlon contexts. The latest datable flne

ware.found-1n¢t0p501l is an,example of Hayes African Red-
"For details; cf. Chapter v, "The Phocaean Red SliﬁyWare"
P3816%, p. 150. B . e e
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Sllp Form 96 thch suggests a date ‘in the second half of

the flfth century A D.

E. The Late dedens

Durlng Perlods Il and III the occupants ev1dently had

the 1ntent10n, not‘perfectly realxzed of dep051t1ng all of ‘

the1r refuse at one dg%1gnated ‘spot at any partlcular point

:1n tlme._Thzs practlce 15 1nd1cated by the fact that apart

'fgéﬁ pottery found 1n destructlon layers and topsonl

(Contexts 3%, 7, 13* ‘and 14) - 53% of the catalogued

strat1f1ed pottery of the late 51te was found in two mlddens

'(Contexts 5% and 6% and Context 12*) 39% in contexts where

the so1ﬁ was obv1ously moved in . or. dlsturbed in the course ;

gof constructlon of Perlod III (Contexts 8 and,S) and only 8%

" was found in the - remalnlng f1ve contexts (Contexts 1 2,’4,;

10 and 11).
As of 1980 four mlddens of the late perlod vere

1dent1f1ed on the - San Glovannl site (see Map V) 38 The

mlddens are kitchen garbage heaps, those excavated at San

' Glovanpl vere defined by their organlcally rich dark.so1l

‘and By the'high concentration of pottery and other artifacts

Ty

"SSome of the. mater1al in thls chapter is derﬁ@ed from a

paper,,"Pottery from the Late Middens atﬁé&n»Glovannl di
Ruoti", prepared for the Tavola Rotonda on San Giovanni held

rat the Canadian Consulate in Rome on July 4, 1981. The
,papers presented at that conference will be published in the
immediate future. An earlier version of the paper was i

presented December 29, 1980, at the 1980 New Orleans

-Confereqfe of the Archaeologlcal Instltute of Ameflca.-
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A;found in then M1dden 1 (Contexts 5* a 6%) and M1dden IV

N (Context 12*) are tied to the bu11d1ngéh15tory of the site
'by stratlgfaphy, and have been descrlbed above. |

M1dden 1 was almost completely excavated in the 1978
lseason' the drop 1n pottery counts in relevant layers and
_gr1d squares on the west, south and east 51des 1nd1cates its
'boundarles. The heavy concentratlon of pottery in the-

| excaveted area of Mldden IV on the other hand suggests

‘that less than half the m1dden was excavated in 1979

| Test trenches dug in \977 the f1rst season on the

&

51te, revealed two furth@Q‘late m1dden contexts, M1ddens I1
: e

‘ and IIr. These contexts: cannot yet be t1ed to the‘

r"*‘v

stratlgraphlc analy51s of the excavated s1te, but they

’prov1de 1nterest1ng contrasts to the mater1al of Middens I

,'and IV

-

o Subsequent excavatlon has revealed exten51ons of

)

Q‘M1ddens I and III ‘the predlcted remaining area of Mldden
IV and four entlrely new m1dden contexts, all. in the area to

-the south of the pnaetonlum of Perlod III

e - : ‘ !

e —————— 1 — - —— v — —

’¢The trench wh1ch revealed Midden II was excavated by the
" Gruppoe Archeologlco Lucano in 1977; their excavation of
another trench just to the. north in 1978 plcked up more
- material probably of the same midden. The remaining area of
Midden IV was excavated in 1981, More of Midden 1II was
excavated in the ‘same season; it is stratified between two
floor levels of Period III and therefore predates an
addition to the: praetor:um of Period 1I1. Another large late
‘midden, not yet analysed in detail, was excavated to the
south of the praetorium of Period 111 in 1981; the pottery .
indicates that it is- also occupation material of Period III. -
Three new midden contexts were uncovered durlng the 1982
excavatlon season. - '



e

. a3

Oon the ba51s of the dated f1ne .wares. (see Table VII)
Mlddens I1 and II1 are dated.as follows.
o Midden II N c. 350-c. 53b A;n,7M
| N Mldden II1 ; ,‘ c. 450*c. 500 A.D.
M1ddens II and III “both: conta1n pottery datable later than
hi460 A. D.,'and therefore-were also at 1east partially laid
vdown durlng the occupatxon of Per1od III ' |
| Slgnlflcantly, each of the three mlddens of Perlod III
,fcan be dlfferentlated from 1ts fellows 1n terms of 1ts
-;pottery horlzon. Mldden 11 1s characterlzed by Phocaean Red
11p in SG R1m Types 1 -2 and 4, and by a correspondlng §
range:- wt Afrlcan Red 511p forms datlng from c. 375 to c. 500
VA.Du; M1dden~III_has.a“r1m and a'base in Phocaean Red Sllp
SG Typevz;,hoth probably Irom one,and:the Same'bowl; whichf
indicate'a date~In the'second half of the‘fifthvcentury‘ ﬁ
A, D., but no Afr1can Red Sllp at all in a context which

"held nearly one. thousand sherds- Mldden IV is character1zed

'»'by one plece of Phocaean Red Slip of the second half of the

fifth century A D. and by several examples of Form 99 B in:
Afrlcan Red Sllp,‘whlch has the same approxlmate date.
» It is. therefore llkely that each midden had a dlscrete

-', lifespan. At‘present; however, the range‘of dates possible.

| for the material in'Middens 11, III and v isvtoofsinilafv

vhand too w1de to suggest a sequence 1n wh1ch the mlddens

| mlght have been in act1ve use, Or a narrower dep051t10n date '

.‘w1th1n Perlod 111 for any of Mlddens 11, III or 1V, AnaIysls"

of the subsequent excavat1on may clarlfy 5%95 questi
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i through stratigraphy.

o ¥ Suggasted Chronology ﬂ%&;he Late site
}#f'g,f It remains to summarlze a suggested chronology for the

‘ﬁrlate s;le whlch represents a synthesxs of the evidence of
o the excavated pottery and the strat1graph1c_analys1s. |
Late-PerIOd I . o | |
‘Constr0ction: c. 340 A.D.
Occupation: c. 320-c. 375 A.D.
~»Deholition:oc,'375AA;D.‘ |
* Late Period IT -
ConStruction: c. 375 AID.‘ _n-- o tA
Qccupation:'of 375—c,h4§0 A.D. |
Lower Midden I: c; 375—6. 425 A.D.
_ Upper Mldden I: c. 425 C. 460 A D
. Late Perlod 111 o
Constructlon: c- 460.;.D.
Occhpation:‘c..460—ct3530 A;Dr ‘ - ;n
'Destructiontlc. 530Vh.D.
| There is n%<good basis at‘present to:snggest a.Closer
'% date for the' addltlon of the mosaic floor in Room 15 or ‘the
remodell1ng of Room 5 whlch represent qne or two' |
subordlnate phases 1n P;alod III The only argument for the
| ~suggested date c. 500 .A. D. 1s that %& 1t ‘marks’ the mldp01nt
between the two extremes, 1t w1ll not be very far wrong.

EI
R 3 Cow

R



. I, The vadence of the gi "Finds

"An exhaust1ve study of the small flnds from the late per1ods
" on the San G10vann1 site would be far beyond the limits of
‘th1s the51s. Slnce, however, the the51s depends very heav1ly
_on known pottery types to date contexts,'1t is: approprlate
to d1scuss what sort of ev1dence for date exlsts among -the
‘small f1nds and how COn51stent that ev1dence is w1th the
‘ev1dence of the datable fine wares. The relevant small finds

Zare the co1ns, lamps, glass and arch1tectural fragments from

,the late site.?®

" A. The Coins

Twenty three coins were found on. the 51te in the 1977
to 1980 seasons. Twenty two of these are aes c01nage- only
v‘one 511ver coin has been found on. the San Glovannl 51te.

Fourteen of the twenty three date to the fourth Century A.D.

and n1ne date to the perlod of the early 51te, frim the
second Century B. C to.the end of the second century A.D. No

O

.

co1n-latervthan the fourth century A.D. was excathed'in the

——— -~ —— . — - —— i —— ——

*7The coins will be publlshed by Richard Reece of the
Inst1tute of Archaeology in London; the tentative) .
ntifications of the coins listed were made by him on the
ba51s of photographs and catalogued measurements gnd
descriptions. Observations on the late lamps are derived
from a provisional report on the lamps by J. J. R 551ter
"San Giovanni di Ruoti 1977-1979: The Pottery Lamps". The
glass will be published by J. W. Hayes: as the glass study
is in. progress, only general observations can be made.
’Observatlons on the architecture follow publlshed views of

.‘iA M Small
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'seasons 1977 to 1980

The coins wh1ch are 1dent1f1ed as fourth century,

o 1nclud1ng those wh1ch are 111eglble, almost certalnly date

from 324 to 378 A, D.[ Judglng by the1r s1ze' they are
hcertalnly not later ‘than c. 420 A. D There. is no s1gn of
'known coin issues of the second half of the flfth or the - 4
f1rst half of the s1xth century A. D i |
AII coins of ‘the 1977 to 1980 seasons are listed below

1nclud1ng unstrat1f1ed coins and c01ns from out51de the
dellmlted area of the late 51te. Unstratlfled co1ns are
listed in order of their f1ndspot from west (Zone 1). to east
(the k11n) on the San Glovannl 51te, and the context of the,
coin 1is descr1bed The ten coins stratlfled in contexts of
1the late s1te are l1sted with the dep051t10n date of t e
" context.

It ,
The flrst c01n from the 1977 to 1980 seasons was found
lat the surface by the magnetometer survey before the.
excavatxon of then51te. ‘ | - _
,1;’ CdIGO,f - ‘w 3.365 gms - 'md 2.50 cms

~Worn as of first or second century A.D.

"Slx addltlonal c01ns were excavated in 1981 and thirteen .
in 1982. There is, of course, no detailed stratigraphic = g
analysis as yet of the area.excavated in 1981 and 1982, ' ’
Three of the 1981 coins belong to the fourth century A.D.;’
- while not certalnly identified, the remaining three seem tv
'‘be much later. Coins from 1982 have not yet been analysed
*’1 guote observatlons of R1chard Reece, pers. comm., June,
1982, ' s : 4
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‘Several coins in Zone 1 cannot be related to the-'
stratlgraphxc analysxs of e1ther the early or late 51te at
San Giovanik (C0150 is certalnly in top501l) Three of this
group of six c01ns.date to the fourth century.A.D;;‘it ie
pOsSible’that these coine‘have‘SOme undetermined
E relatlonsth w1th the remodell1ng of the villa of the early
‘site ‘which marks the beglnnlng of Late Per1od I.

2. C1108 w 29.750 gms  nd 3.50 cms
; Greek 1mper1al bronze of late second century A.D.?
3. €106 w12, szo gms " nd 3. 00'cms‘

Republlcan as, probably second century B C.

'S

. C0150. - w 1.860 gms md 1. 90 cms
Commemorates foundation of Constant1nopol1s Vmint‘otf
~ Rome, 330-335 A.D. . . - -
5. Cc0151 w 1, 530 gms :‘ n md 1.35 cms -
Szlver qutnarlus of Augustus,-28 26 B.C.
6. C0152 a W 2.000 gms md 1. 60,cms
Constantlne I, mint of Rome, 330-335 A.D.
7.7 CO154 . : w 2.415 gms - | md'1.80 cms

- Commemorates foundation of Constantinopolis, mint of

Siscia,'330—335 A.D.

The next coin was stratified undev a~smail remnant of

: later floor in Room 24 of the. v1lla of | the early 51te in

- Zone 1; it is the date of. thlS floor that 1nd1cates that the

v1lla of the early site was remodelled|in Late Perlod I.
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8. C1803 v 5.500 gms  md 2.20 cms
 Follis of Maxentius, 'CONSERV VRB SVAE', mint of Ostia?,
308-312 A.D. B o
.The.following coin was stratified with OCcdpation
'mater1al of Late. Perlod 1 in ZOne 1. | j
- 9.' CO153 t"-, v 5.950 gms - md 2.10 cms

- Republlcan bronze probably flrst century B C.

One c01n was found 1n destruction levels in ZOne 1 that

. are assoc1ated with the remodelled v1lla of Late Perlod I,

0. C0156 S w 2.705 gms : o ma 2.5 cms
| DlocLetlan, m1nt of Carthage, 284 300 A D.
Two c01ns from ZOne 1 are 1n top501l from an’ area of
remodeIl1ng in Late Period 1. | ,
‘11. C0155 i w1, 700 gms S md 70’cme
N Possxbly of Constans, mlnt of Cyzlcus. 330 335 A.D.
12. C0159 : W 1 155 gms : . md 1 50 cms

Uncertaln th1rd or fourth century A.D. date

-

The folloying ten cojns are stratified_inicontextsﬁ
relevantlto the iate sitefin Periods II and fII.
Context 1 e ‘/t.,340_a;5-

13. C1102 . w 10.400 gns . md 2.70 cms
: Ident1f1cat1on uncertaln ‘
" Context 3% - . c.375A.D./
14., C1805 o W 2.900 gms - - - md 1.50 cms

Illeglble, fourth centurybA.D,
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15, C1806 | v lrbbb'ghs o . md 1.30 cms
Illeg1ble, fourth century A.D. -
Context 5* | V | /e. 375~ c. 425 A, D /
| Both cozns foundb1n Lower Mldden I are very worn, whlch
may xndlcate that they had already been in use for some’
’t1me..’ | | _ | |
16. c110s W 5160 gns - md‘1.30»Cms.
Illeg1ble, fourth century A.D. | | ‘_
17. €1107 - W .700 gms : “,md'1rso'cmé
Illeg1ble, fourth century A, D; o | o
- Context 7 oo - I‘ f' o C 340fc;.460 A;Dr
18. C1101 W 1,420 gms  'md 1.50 cms
Illeglble, fourth century A. D.“‘ -
Context 8- . c. 460 A.D. / |
- Context 8 rs the very mlxed materlal of the buildup forI
the apsed bu1ld1ng of Perlod III 1n Zone 3. A small bulldlng
of Late Period I was demollshed in: thls area.
19, CO158 1w .830 gms.. 'y-“  md 1.40 cms
House of Conetantine,»‘Eailen\ﬁorsemanY,'350‘355 A.D.
0. c180e . w 2.880 gms ; | md‘i.so cms
Constantine'I .Isarnatia.Devicta', mint of Sirqum;,
322-324 A.D. |
,Context 3¢ . Jc. 530 A.D./
The two c01ns from destructlon mater1a1 of Per1od III

Vactually date to the perlod of the early site.



21. €1103 . w 6.880 gms md 2.10 cms

Probably a worn as of the second century. - o .
22. C1104 'w 9.280 gms | md 2.70 cms

Agrippa, 15—40‘A,D.

The following coin was found stratified in levels above
the kiln of the early 51te. \ )

23. C0157. v 8.850 gms ;- md 2.95 cms
\Agrippe, 15- 40 A.D. »_ ‘

The 1dent1f1cat10ns of the coins and their dlstrlbutlon
on the szte suggest that coined money was falrly common on
the site in the f0urth century A, D The complete lack of "
bco1ns whlch mlght be dated later than the flrst quarter of
the fifth century A.D. 15*str1k1ng, but is 1n,agreement with
a‘generalnshortage of ccins in,circulation in the western
*Medﬁterranean in the‘fiftn and sixtnﬁcenfuriesbA.D.

. Evidently if coins were used at all on the San Giovanni site
in the fifth century A.D., theyfwere the increasingly worn

types of the fourth century,‘

B. The Late Lamps
- One hundred and fifty-three lamps, mostly fragmentéry,'
\\\\Egkrom the excavation at San Giovanni from 1977 to 1980, have

been cléesified'by‘tYpology independent of ﬁhe evidence of

. ————— —— o —- ———

‘°For a discussion of the historical issues, see Chapter
' VII, "The Pottery as Material Evidence of its Society"..
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%%;J'vthe stratification, *' These lamps fall into early and late
$§ groups- sxxty nine pxeces belong ﬁp a verxety q‘ types
- d’ﬁ#ng from the f:rst and second centurles A.D. ~ (about
th1rty add1txonal small fragﬁents belong generally to this
early time period), whﬁle e1ghty~four pieces date to
.approximately the f1fth century A.D.
More than half of the 1deht1£1able late lamps (45 of

.84) are out51de contexts related to the late perlod on the

3

site by the strat;graphxc analyaLs. Twenty-nine late lamps
are from Middens»II andvili. which were not tntegrated with
the area excavation;*? however, the ‘evidence of lamps |
outside the strat1gfaph1c ana1y51s does not confllct with

those which can be related to it, . \
A L

vy The ev1dence of the lamps for the late perlod on the .
San Glovannl smte ts we1ghted completely dlfferfntly from
that of the coxns- Hayes Type T, the Afrlcan lamp typical of

the’ late fourth and early flfth century A, D., is rare on the

‘51te, but lamps of Hax;s 1ype II and 1m1tat10ns, dated ‘to
the 430"s and Iater, are plentlful Hayes ‘dates the

appearance of Type I as early as the mid- fourth century
: —““‘“"““_’;J?';: R
*'The cla551f1cat10ns used refer to the 1dent1ficat1ons made
by- J. J. Ressiter in his provisional report (December, 1980)
_on the San Gloyannl lamps. A basic discussion of the late
African lamps may be found in J. W. Hayes, "African Lamps",
Late Roman . Pottenyr London, 1972, pp. 310-315. The report.
also relies on'D. M. Bailey, Catalogue of the Lamps in the
British Museum, II: Roman Lamps made jn Italy, (Brltlsh
Museum, 1980) ‘and’on J. W. Hayes, "North African Lamps"
Ancient. Lamps  in’ the Royal Ontario Museum, I: Greek and
- Reman Clay-Lamps, (Toronto, 1980), pp. 63-69 and Rls. 34-36.
*?For a discussion-of these mlddens see Chapter 11, '
‘"Stratlgraphlc Analy51s of . the Late Site", pp. 41- 44 -

[ .®
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A D., and 1t may continue- to the, mlddle of the fifth. HlS
Type IT A appears around the 430 s and contznues 1nto the
sxxfh‘century A. D.. Type II B appears in the second half of
the f1fth. 80551ter s cla551f1catlon of the lamps from San
Glovannl does not dlfferentlate between, Types II A and 11 B v_t

“in. Afr1can ‘ged Sllp ‘.' R e

: Coples of these types in Afrlcan Red Sllp are-

[N

{contemporary to the or1glnals. Imltatxons of Type II have
been placed in flve groups Wthh are. characterlzed by a

Hyvarlety of fabr1cs and/or decoratlve motifs, Among the
blmltatlons, Type II A has been dlstlndulshed from Typé II B,'

_whlch appears sllghtly laterland is much -more common on. ‘the

lSan Glovannl 51te..,ﬂ

| Flfty-51x 1dent1f1able lamps vere found 1n contexts
;stratlgraphlcally related to the late 51te. Seventeen of
_these are types of the flrst\or second century A D., of

’theSe, ten were found in Con%ext 8 the bu1ldup under the
\

apsed bu1ld1ng of Per1od II1. 1n Zone 3 Whlch 1nc1udes a

large percentage of re51dual materlal from the early 51te.'

P

While- lamp mater1a1 in contexts ~of the late 51te is

—

'otherd1se 1n complete agreement w1th the pottery dates,

1

Ly Context 3* (destructlon materlal ofgLate Perlod 1) and
R Context 5% (Lower dedeh I occupatlon materlal of the early
- -part of Late Perxod II) 1nclude 1amps that are’ tentatxvely

,1dent1f1ed as later than all other materlal in the contexts.

!

‘ Qf three lamps in Context 3*‘ whlch has a/dep051tlon o

v_‘datﬂ 375 A. D., one . 15 Hayes Type I 1n Afrlcan Red Sllp, -
: ",M & | : :

Ty . e 3 oo s
s " A . . coou e
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“hgain there is one example of Hayes Type I 1n Afrlcan Red.'

T8

/‘ " . 83

the genergﬁ type beg1ns as early as the middle of the fourth:
century A D. “Two other lamps from the context, one a wall
fragment have been tentatlvely dated to the second half of
the f1fth century A, D. by Ross1ter- nelther 1dent1f1cat1on

1s certaln.

1 date the dep051t10n of Context: 5* c. 375 c. 425 A.D.

Sl1p "Two further lamps are tentat1vely dated much- later°"

'SF819, a large lamp of unique . form hAS no good parallels{

i

‘_SF839, although a fragment may be correctly 1dent1f1ed as

an 1m1tatlon of Hayes Type 11 B,
In defense of the context dates der1ved from the . o

.pottery, it should be noted that there are only two

'stratlfled examples of Hayes Type I 1n Afrlcan Red Sllp on

‘;'untll the mld f1fth century A, D and agreés very well w1th ¢,~?;‘”

the site. These examgles appear in Contexts 3% and 5%, where
a{f ,u'«.‘ : o i
they agree with the dateqhﬁuggestig by*the pottery f1ne

-

wares. . " SR ‘Alﬁ,' SRR
' "l The d1str1but1on of thellamps grves’good corroborat1on
of the pottery datlng of contexts related to Perlod 111. Of
f1ve lamps in Context 6* (Upper Mldden I), three are African

1mports of Type II, wthh does not‘appear before the 430 s;

‘while twoque local Lmltk 1ons of Type 11.B, whlch dates to

the-second half of the §ifth century A<D The lamp ev1dence
4therefore supports the Sggée;bed m1d f1fth century date for
‘fine ware Phocaean Red Slip Form 3 c andlAfrican Red Sllp

vForm 87 A confxrms that Mldden 1 cont1nued to agcumulate _ o

»

vl 1
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‘fthe sugkested depoS1t1on date of the context of c. 425 c.

Wk

"-,"460 A. n} B e I o

;
In Context 8 probably well over half of the excavated

'potgery %ﬁs of the f1rst and second centurles A.D., but the

'latest pottery frbm the context suggests a date in the

!"\

‘mld flfth century A.D. The ev1dence of the lamps follows the

A

jsame pattern Ten lamps date from the f1rst to as 1ate ‘as

M

lthe early thlrd century A, D. The rema1n1ng f1ve lamps are of

4

. late types, thelr average date slzghtly later th77/that of

' the f1veM1n Upper Mldden I, - S SR

By far the heaéﬁest concentratlon of late lamps appears'

. - ’ Q
in Context 12* (Mldden IV) where,,of fifteen lamps,
' &

fourteen-are classed as African Rethlip HaYeS"Type'IIror
1m1tatlons. F1ve of the fourteen examples of Hayes Typglll
are genu1ne Afrlcan Red Sllp 1mports. The great majorlty of
‘:the 1m1tatlons of Type 'I1 on the 51te, 1nc1ud1ng seven of

. 'e1ght 1n§§§dden 1V, are der1vat1ves of Type I1I B Mlddfn v
is very\con51stentlyldated to the second half of the fifth.
‘vcentury A, D by its pottery,.and the lamps are rp complete
ﬁapreement with ‘the. pottery date.

The san: range. of ty‘*éxappear in Context 13%

] (destructlon levels of Perlod III) but four oﬂ the- f1ve
. & A

R 1amﬁ§ are 1m1tat10ns. of three late lamps rn topsﬁll, “one is ';

~-an uncerta1nly 1dent1f1ed Afrlcan Red Sllp 1mport and two

p1eces are 1m1tat1on§ of Type II B. ;_) B =

v

LJ
’.

. A. D. accord1ng to the pottery ev1dence At thls t1me,v'

54

The destructlon of the site dates to approxlmately 530 .

C@J
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":Afr1can Red Sl1p lamps of Types I1 A and II B. had not yet o

)

: LY
”gone out of fash1on, and the lamp evxdence can only prov1de

.r1nd1rept support for the destructlon date suggested by the

.pottery ev1dence

.
c. Glass in. Sttatifiea Late Contexts

Fragments of glass vessels occur falrly commonly in the
late contexts at San Glovannl. About f1ve hundred vessels
lhave been catalogued 1n the seasops of. 1977 to 1980

A partlcularly w1de varlety of forms, 1nc1ud1ng

goblets, bowls and flagons, app _jrn MlddengI (occupatlon

and 6* are dated c.

-

d:mater;al of- Perrod II, Contexts 5:
375}c; 46b‘A,b;) Veryﬂclea bble- free glass, ‘a var1ety
-pdf c010rs, includlng bYue’ andweven plnk, and certaln
1dent1f1able ‘.1nd1cate that ‘some of the glass in M1dded i
L could date as early as the flrst or sgcond‘century A.D.
_and only the goblet bases requ1re a date later than ‘the
fourth century. ‘) o l:‘ L “_: s - R
The ratio of catalogued glass to pottery sherds

.contlnuesvat about;the same-level in deden v (occupation
material'of Period‘IIIric; 460¥c 530 A.D. ), but the glass
in Mlddeg IV is generally of poorer technlcal quallty and

iy

limited var1ety, of forty catalogued glass fragments in

—————— —— —————— - —

. ¢3The glass has been catalogued by J. J. Rossiter (1977) and.
by Mlle Claude Roberto (\978-1980). I owe the:- identification
' and dating information to J ,% Hayes, who w111 publ1sh the
glass from San Giovanni. ’



Mldden IV, nlneteen are goblet bases and four more p1eces
are bases of flagons. The contrast between the two mldden
'contexts suggests less +luxury for the site durlng the
'occupatlon of Perlod III. '
By far the most common dlStthUIShable fragments of
glass vessels from the late s1te in -general are basesbof}a
.goblet form, 1dent1f1ed by J w. Hayes as examples or -
- varlants ‘of 151ngs Form 111,¢¢ The body of the goblet isf
rconlcal and sits above a fa1rly short stem The ‘apred foot
is sometlmes flat, sometlmes an 1nverted cone; both the r1m

voftéh f;nished w1th a f1ne rolled edge.vf

" and the foot :
The goblet bases at San Grﬁbannl are made in a falrly
' bubbly, somewhat rough surfaced“blqwﬁ glass Whlle most

examples are greenlsh in color, a{ber, yellowah {hd
colorless pleces also occur. The dlameter of vée goblet &@‘

e
bases catalogued is generally between three and four B o

centlmeters. In.several,examples,at'San GlOVannl the foot is

oval rather’ than roundg The diameter of appropriate rims
 44The. basic t9polog1cal series for glass is C. 151ngs, Roman
_Glass from Dated Finds, (Archeologia Traiec¢tina II),
(Groningen and Djakarta, 1957). Typical San. Giovanni goblet
~ bases closely resemble a base published by Hayes in- Roman -
and ‘Pre-Roman Glass in the Royal Ontario Museum: A =
Catalogue, (Toronto, 1975), 176, -no. 653 and p. 158.
Complete examples of the form appear in G. Sergi, "La
necropoli barbarica di Castel\gr051no presso Ascoli Piceno"
“Mon. Ant. 12 (1902), 299 and.pl. XI, 4; and ln«A. Pasqu1
"Necropoli barbarlca d1 Nocera Umbra" Mon Ant." 25 (1918),
col, 172 and fig. 20 and col. 204 and fig. 55. Both of these
examples are 9.5 cms in hexght Bases also occur at
Invillino (fig. 13, nos. 13-20). The accompanying.fine wares
date from the fourtlf to sixth genturies A.D. (fig. lg),/ﬁ’—“\,
Fingerlin, J. -Garbsch and J, We#ner, "Gli Scavi nel astello} ,
- Longobardo di Ibllgo Inv1111no (Friuli)", Aquileia Nostra 39
& (1969), PP~ 57-136.° | - Co

.
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: 1varies;hetWeen six-and'eight centimeters, A’very*fgw pieces
:are larger, with base dxameters of about 51x centxmeters and
‘rims. as large as ten; but generally the vessels are. small

‘_and th1n-walled glv1ng %n 1mpre551on of delacacy desplte

the somewhat rough qual1ty of the1r panufacture.
| The form seems to be typ1cal pd%t1cularly of the

eastern Medlterranean, but also apbears on "Dark Age

I

seventh century A.D, ¢ Examples of the form 1n Ital‘

in the Lombard cemetery at. Ascol1 Plceno and 1n an .
a}@s
Ostrogothtc or Lombard cemetery at

i in the Mlthraeum of the Church of

. rounds) fems ‘of goblets of thlS general type have been

catalogue vfrom the seasons of 1977 to 1980. In the dated

, m1dden contexts there are two examples in Lower M1dden I (c.

375*425 A.D. ), six in Upper Mldden I (c. 425—4 "A.D.) and-

B

C &
,anlneteen in Mldden IV (c. 460- 500 + A.D.). Thls distribution
1nd1cates that wh1le the type f1rst appégrs early in the‘
‘f1£th century A D. at San Glovannl, 1t ‘becomes 1ncreas1ngly
’ .

’ dom1nant 1n the co ﬁﬁge of the century

——_——.._--——-—-——_—

‘sCf. C. 1Isings in The Excavations in the Mithraeum of the
Church of Santa Prisca 'in R -M, J. Vermaseren-and C. C.
Van Essen, (Leiden,, 1965), 509 and figs. 438; 439. To
Isings' list of sites in he eastern Medlterranean, one may
add H. P. Isler, "Hera1o§i¥on Samos: eine fruhbyzant1n1sche
Zisterne" in Athenische M teilungen 84 (1969), p. 227 and.c
esp.- fig. 61, pl.98, 9. The Samos site is dated by c01ns and
pottery to the f1rst half of the sxxth century ‘A.D
‘¢See notes 44 and 45, above.
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There is nothing among the‘glaes-to contradict the

suggested deposzt1on dates of the late contexts. The

’external 1nd1catlons of date for the goblet form wh1ch

“betame so common 1n Per1od 111 do not confl1ct with the'

ev1dence at San*Glovannl- however . the dlstr1but10n at ‘San
Glovannl wlll allow- flner dlscr1m1natlons of date to be made

w1th1n the typer' - v .hQ

D. The Arch1tecture of the Late Site g g;

_ The arch1tectural remalns of 'Late Perlodsligand 11 on
the Saa~G10v§ﬁh1 51te vere scanty and understooéymostly by
1nference before the excavatlon season of 1982 whgh the
plan of Perlod II was uncovered Most of the work on the I
archxtecture of the late ‘&te has therefore been ‘e '§§§"
concentrated on‘&he much greater 1nformatlon avallable from
the complex of bu1ld1ngs of Perlod III ¢ The large main
bu1ld1ng of this per1od w;th‘a polygonal apse-at the o
western end. has'many'similaritieS»in plan:to'theybasilica gfl
of the late Roman secular adm1n15trat1on and the medleval |
Chrlst1an church o h o - A ‘

The polygonal apse and the treatment of the wlndows of

the bu1ld1ng prov1de 1ndependent ev1dence of 1ts date.

—————————————————— ! ) ' ! €

*’Much of the material in th1s section follows the most\

‘recent treatment of the questxox by A. M. Small, "Gli.

ed1f1c1 del periodo tardo-antico a San Giovanni™ , @& paper
eserited -at the Tavola.Rotonda on San Giovanni-on July &y
9B1 at the Canadian Consulate in Rome. Papers of the f

B conference are in press.



. Theoder1c and S. Apoll1nare in Classe, built 1n\3he¢reign'of-
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. _ a .
"PolYQonal apses with five sides appear in the fdurth century -

A. ﬁ.; those with seven or nore sides, like ‘that at San

G1ovann1, appear in the fifth century A.D. The ehrliest_
known example is the‘Bas1l1ca Urs1ana at R%venna, ;hrcﬁ}is

ﬂho longer intact; 1t was bu1lt c. 425 429 ﬂ .D. T\e‘surviVing_

-gr San Giovanni Evangellsta was bu1lt c. 426 43@ A. D‘ﬁﬁ Later

W
examples are S Apolllnare Nuovo in Ravenna, bp1lt by

f Justlnlan.?a @ﬁ “h%

]

J,?’y : . i

Y The windows of the apsed bu1ld1ng at San G10vann1 were
d1V1ded by impost blocks standlng on plers. S Giovannl |
Evangellsta h s an upper ‘gallery of w1%gows of thls type,

-1nd1cat1ng a mod1f1cat1on of the orlglnalﬁplan of the ‘
bu1ld1ng by the1r spac1ng Outside Italy, two examples of
lthls w1ndow treatment are known at Salonlka, one is thev
ochurch known as 'Ache1ropo1etos built c.-470.AQP. the

~ other is 'HaglosvDemetrlos , dated 475 A.D. | \

Theﬂapsed;building of Period III is understood by the'

BE . . s . ) . S ) ] _
& %vétors %o be equivalent to -the praetorium or residence

o

e

ﬁof the dominus described by Palladius in Opus Agriculturae,
-written c. 460—480 A?D Other contemporany structures adjoin

,the ma1n bu1ld1ng,lso that the whole complex formed an

r

‘_1mp051ng and defen51ble unit. The main entrance to the

complex seems to be a stalrway sited on the north or uphirll

-side of the complex- th1s entrance led to the main -
"Cf G1useppe Bovini, Edifici di culto ai Ravenna d’eta
preteador iciana, (Bologna, 1969), pp. 2, 28 (Basll;ca
Ursiana); p. 75 (S G1ovann1 Evangel1sta)
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apartments on an upper floor.

If the upper floor had the same layout of rooms as the

-similarities to villas and.palaces of the barbarians; a

notenorfhy cqntemporary:example'is the villa on the island

'of Meleda in the Adriatic, which may have been begun by

Pierius, comes of'Odéaéet, c. 489/490 A.D.*’

At some timevduriagéPeried I1I, the plan of the‘

Faw o

pPaetOPfUm was mod1£§eg by the addltlon of a suite of rooms

at groundﬁlevelq A new flodﬁ level was cut 1n the. area of
‘3}

‘Room 15 and a mosaic fboor somewhat crude'in design‘and

. ﬁy»tﬁ .
technlque, was 1nstal%fﬁﬁ An approxlmate daﬁe for the mosalc

c. 500 A. D 1s suggested by the sequence of construction

events 1n*Per10d III

—— e . - — - —

“3CE. E Dygqve,."Intorno al palazzo sull' 1sola di Meleda
Palfadlo 9 (1959), 19-25; M, Cagiano de Azevedo, "Il
palatium di Porto Palazzo q'Meleda in Tardo Antico e Alto
Medio Evo: La forma artistica nel passaggro dall’antichita

al Medio Evo, (Rome, 1968), pp. 273-284, plates I-VIII;

ground level, the type of building seems to have a number of

later exaMples are also mentloned in Sme/} s Tavola Rotonda

article, see above.'

'S°The limited excavation in 1980 was devoted to,taklng up

the mosaic and the material under it in hopes of dating the

‘mosaic more closely. Unfortunately only scraps of p ttery

were found; and nothing certainly later than the original
construction of Period III1. A wall sherd of Palestinian
amphora may indicate a date c. 500 A.D. on the San Giovanni.
site; the appearance of the type in Context 9 has been used
as evidence that the remodelling of Room 5 may have taken
place later than the original construction of Period III.
The season's work is reported by A. M. Small, R. J.
Buck and J. Z. Freed in "San.Giovanni di Ruoti 1980" and by
Kather1ne M. D. Dunbabin in "San Giovanni di ‘Ruoti: The

Mosaic", Classical News and Views 25 (1981), pp. 33-40. A

second paper‘by Dunbabin, "The San Giovanni Mosaic in the
Context of Late Roman Mosaic Production in Italy", was '

presented at the Tavola Rotonda on San Giovanni in Rome, -

July 4, 1981. Papers of the conference are in press.

3

;
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“lamps would also date Period III at.

E. Conclusions
_None of the other finds provide
vay comparable to the detailed and ‘in

structure which the dated pottery fi

61

) L]
evidence of date in any

ternally consistent

ne wares provide._ﬁn the

period of the late site at San Giovanni, coins do not'

provide adeqﬁ’te evidence for date b
common circulation after the end of ¢
Lamps are helpful, but not equally cg

and stratified examples are often so

identification difficu1t. Glass type
datable and not preseht on the site‘i
of types to make them useful dat1ng t
ev1dence does not allow the da:e for
Perlod I11 to be set w1th1n & narrow

.On‘the‘other hand, the comblneﬁ
fihde alane woula be enough to date t
h15tor1cal perlod It is clear from c
the late site will ‘have begun before
fourth century A.D. Occupation materi

-

1ncludes lamps dated to the late four

cause they are not in
he‘fputth century A.ba‘
mmen-in‘all periods,
fragmehtaryhas to make
atehhot closely |
n_ai&ide enqhgh range
oéls.'Theharchitectural
thechnSttuCtion of -
range. | l
evidence of the small
he site to the correct,
oins that Perlod Itof
the middle of the
a; of Period IT

th'century A.D. and

of the f;fth century A.D. The glass,
.

r later‘than'the middleA

ates the'occupation of
L]

Perk¢as TII and IIP’to approxlmately he flfth century A D

Archltectural remains, espec1ally th

-

g

bLock indicate-that the constructio

take place before the second half of

use of the 1mpost
of Per1od II1 did not

the flfth century A.D.
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There is no conV1nC1ng ev1dence from the othe: finds of

4]

the late gite to contradict the dates for the dqyolztxon of

“the var1ous contexts based ‘on the correlation: ot dated
pottery and stratxgraphxc ev;dence. Furthetmqre, the contéxt

dates derived from the pbttefy,lwhen téiated-to‘the evidence

of the small finds, result in increased understanding of the

~chronology Qf_the'lamps,wglass and architectural remains.
They .also prov1de archaeolog1cal conflrmatlon of the
~ vicissitudes suffered by c01nage 1n:the fourth, flfth and

sixth centuriessA.D. = @

d



.. Tho Late Afrxcan Red 81ip Waros

The dom1nant group of fine wares in Italy in the fourth
to the sxxth centur1es A.D. ;as 1mported-fr0m North Afrxca.h
These wares are commonly referred to as 'Afrzcan Red Slip' ’
followlng the term1nology of J. W. Hayes, the author of the
accepted_synthes;s on the typology~and chronology of the
late Roman fine.WareS‘of the second to seventh centuries 3
D" . - :

Thereiarer134 examples of late African Red Slip on the
San Giovanni site} that is, 134 pieces’in fabrics dated
later,than the end of the second century‘A.D.iWhile the
sample of late African Red Slip.from the sitebcohld be

_considered shall the dlstrlbutlon of ‘these pleces in.

. clearly deflned contexts and assemblages allows a good deal

of new information to be percelved-on about twenty forms '\
which were 1mported to the site 1n the fourth and flfth |
centurles A.D. In this chapter, 1dent1f1cat10ns of these
p1eces by form and fabrlc have been correlated with fac%gal';
1nformat1on on the varlous contexts and assemblages

There are serious problems with the present state of
knowledge of African Red Slip wares in the»spec1flc perlod';

of the late»site at" San Giovanni. One is the bryad and

sometimes mistaken dating’ P esently accepted for the var1ous ~

"Hayes adopted the. term, whrch denotes the provenance and
the orange to red self- sl1pped fgprlcs of the.ware, from K.
M. Kenyon, who used it in ‘in her¥report wp the pottery from

Sabratha;- Hayes, Late Roman Pottery (1972) p. 13. M

*?An- interpretation of the- meaning ‘of theipmportatlon of
specifis fine wares tb the site will be presented in Chapter
VII, "The Pottery as Materidl. Ev1dence of Its SOC1ety,. ‘

‘ .
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forms; this problem is perticularlx acute in the fifth.
wcentury A.D.'* A second failing of the present system for
this period is inadequate‘definition of the wares:‘this
problem is equally troublesome}through the whole:
chronological‘ranoe of the African Red Slip Wares.
| African Red'SIip has a long and complicated history. A
vari%ty'of closely.relatedeares was produced in a number of
indiiidual’workshops in the area of modern Tunisia‘from‘the
late first to the~fhteﬂseventhlcenturies A.D._B;gduetfoh
icenters'iinke& vith tentatively identified wareskhave been
located in north‘ central and south Tunisia; Carthage/Oudna
in ancjent Zeug{tana and El Djem/El Aouja and La
'Skhlra/Sbeltla in anc1ent Byzacena. |
"The ord1nary dlff1cult1es of ware definition are
| compounded because of ‘the 1nterrelat1onsh1ps of “these
workshops. Bowls in partlcular were exported frém them
across a wlde area of Europe and- the Medlterranean Whlle
each workshop produced a characterlst1c line of forms, the1r
geographlcal prox1m1ty allowed‘ldeas about production of
¢ forms to be transmltted very readily from one workshop to

—— o — - —— — —— " —

*3Cf. Hayes, Supplement (1980), pp. 515-517.

*4The production of :the. southernmost workshops (in the
- vicinity of La Skh1ra/Sbe1tla) ‘'was not exported to the
western Mediterranean; cf. Hayes; Late\Roman Pottery (1972),
" Pp. 296-299. Hayes' account follows the\researches of -
Salomonson, who originally interested himself in these wares
from the vigwpoint of an art historian. -.Cf. J. W.

gordatyjkanischen: Werkstatten,

rggﬂ' ;cg}.ngs )jeschichtliche Untersuchungen zur :
;<R€1 efgeschmuckten terra 81glllata chiara 'C'", Bulletin
o AntJeKe‘gbschaving 44 (1969), pp. 4-109. See also Andrea
“53\ Carandx_iy‘"Produz10ne agr;cola (1969-70), pp. 96-119.

s‘rv g v . B

| o : (

' 'Balomonson, ~Spatromische rote Tonuereﬁpit Relzefver21erung .
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‘the next;. the result is that £umiliar tormd may appaar in.

wﬁ

. ‘ : 4 .
\ i ’ ’ e
[ .

L4 -’\ g
. .

"unexpocted fabrics.®

P " -

; 3 S
/ . . Lhee
; . S

.The Present Cla:sx£1catzon of tho Wares S
While certa1n of the known ware c1a551f1catxons of
African Red 511p are relevant to the fourth to sixth
;centurles A“D.. there has been no adequatelyﬂﬁystematxc .
Adeflp1t1on of the Afrlcan wares from this or any per1od in’
. térms of cbaracter15t1cs\of fabr1c,,assoc1ated range of ’
forms; of.thefdhtes withih which the individual wa:es‘wegedi
‘ip;oduced.“’ | _ _' | \ '4 |
o A?definitive gdfde to the fine Qafts produced by the
-Afr1can workshops would be helpful Since the workshops fﬁrwmx;
"wh1ch produced the d1fferent Afrxcan wéres had varled e

il

h;storles, observat1ons»on;ware can eséablish the,dpteﬁof a
- R N ' : . M ' i

| particular pieoe more'accudately The problem involveﬁ is

i

"extremely dffficulth however' flrst, because a ge eral study

on the same scale as Hayes' Late.Roman Pottery i requ1r§d; L
- T
and. second because of the compl1cated and conf sed ; R

termxnology whlch must be replaced _ }
;___;_-_____;;:___ ‘hl‘ i ‘ /'“ o |
*3The evidence from San Gidvanni will be d1stusse& below j N
“Examples can also be seen in Carandini's chart of forms i '
'sigillata africana’ from the Ostia Terme in the early third
century; particula ﬁorms‘appear 1n more than one ware, df e
Ostia IIT (1973), 334, \
*¢In Late Roman. Potteny (1972), Hayes summar1zed the :
opinions of earlier scholars and tent2t1vely defined a few
new fabrics, but did not ‘attempt a sy tematic defimition of o
wares; "Fabrics", pp. 287}292 ' : AT
B K DT . S g R e



' “*Ematked ganfrast'jn theoe potteqy horIzons suggests a

‘”if}'possxble\break 1n the occupatxonﬁof(the site and therefore-fg

ITE.in the 1mportat1on of fzne wares- such a break would have to)

(

\thuioccur before the construct;on of Beriod III..fall Vlthl" thet»jj

Lj777}per1od between e 450 and c..470 A D.,‘and be faxrly short.

‘I“‘“} Beeause MlddenstI 111 and IV cannot be related to»ﬂﬂg"

f-each other stratxgraphxcally, 1t 1s 1mpossxb1e to outlzne.'7“"

ﬁthefggdﬁenoéjihf; zch each Was the major rubb1sh depos1t

'*dur1ng the occupatﬂoﬂ of Perxod III. That there was a f
2

'_sequence seeﬂs ev1dent from the contrastlng f1ne ware

'aJpottery hor1zons in’ each context CSee Table VII) The sxte S

. o e

o thgrefore forces adm1551on of what we do not know about the

date of Phocaean Red Sllp SG TYpes 2 3 and 4. on the other
g;hand the\31te promlses, w1th the analys1s of the »

"stratlgraphy and materlal of subsequent excavat1on to‘

~

‘ e answer these questlons Just as 1t has clar1f1ed many poxntsA”

1n regard to the perlod from c. 375 to. c.ﬂ460 A D,v
. BN 6 . S : .gv ST

N .



'-,count The ware makes upean even larger per

,u"“‘\ff‘f o vx. Lati Ronan Paxnted ce-non Ware '

i fourth to the early 31xth\centuries A, D., examples of a d;
pa*nted common ware were extremely numerous on the San
Grovannx 51te, maklng up th1rty to f}fty percent bx sherd
count of all pottery excavated. The count for the/ware 1n
Lower and Upper M1dden I (Contexts 5t and 6*) comb1ned of

the late fggrthﬂagg_ilrst half of the flfth centurzes A D.,

was 122110 ll235 sherds'-the ware formed 38% of aIl

1

RIS

excavated pottery 1n the comganed context. . - R
o In M1dden v (Context 12*), of the second half of the :
\{?gfth century As D, 2004 of 4098 sherds were in the pa1nted

‘ common ware"the ware forms 49%*of all pottery by sherd

- e »
, SO\ B TR S
"nwe1ght 51nce the forms.tend’f”be large and the fabrlc

-

'v.f~breaks up 1nto larger p1ece5\than flne and coarse Wares

- 'examples, whlch 1s twenty elghtvsercent for M1dden I and -

f,‘forty f1ve percent for Mldden I

'-‘A.

‘IV was welghed as a check on. the relatlve accuracy of

' 11nformat1on derlved from sherd counts, palnted common ware ,f"”

”made up 61% of all pottery (see Table I) C0unts of the ware o

:mby number of sherds and by welght are both hlgher than the

grelat1ve percentages based on- the number of catalogued

. L L
by : IS :

‘v/fSF\\J)n thls thes1s all catalogued examples oi the ware |

from strat1f1ed contexts excavated from 1977 to 1980 (2§7
N

p1eces) w1ll be dlsdussed Each type or - form 1s related to

3‘t1n contexts of Late Perxods II andlIII7 dat1ng from the late-‘

-~ Lo

.tbecause of 1ts ten51le strength When the'fottery 1n M1dden ,



t om
‘outsade-strat1fxed contexts are omatted unless the'bffﬁgf d&;n7

#ndzvndual p1ece 1s of speoif1c 1mportance. Hwtf-fd%;ewf

e

4

A. General Descriptxon of Late Ro-an Pa;nted Con-on ﬂare F-

3.

¢

‘has part1cu1ar character1st1cs of fabrxc, form and

Late Roman painted oommon were on the San Glovannx sxtefif

decoration'style.*lt is # wheel—made ware of very {~

ﬁ1ne—gra1ned compact febr1c, thh mﬁdium thzck walls. The

"1',. \

ware is. characterxzed by matte self slzpped surfaces, very

smooth on the extermor but w1th extremely f1ne horxzontal ed,«f

str1at1ons on the 1nter1or. The color of the fabr1c ranges ',‘t*

D

from orange to buff 1nd1cat1ng that ‘the ware vas fxred in a

kaln w1th‘an ox1d1z1ng atﬁbsphere. A part1a1 thxn matte sl1p =

\

R or palnt 1n a- darker color was applied to the exter&or and

sometzmes to the 1nter1or surfaces w1th a wlde brush 1n
1rregular fashlon. The fabrlc of the late ware at San
GzoVann1 tends to be very hard' but the hardness, and the
color of the fabr1c and pa1nt 1Vary w1th the f1r1ng ‘

temperature.

There 1s a w1de range of forms in ‘the late palnted

e common ware at San Glovannl (fortY three forms have been 7

: 1dent1f1ed) 1nc1ud1ng three that are- espec1ally numerous,

the small amphora (SG. Form 1) the flanged spouted bowl (SG

5 Form 42) _and the wlde mouthed jar with heavy rolled r1m (SG

Form_43) Most of the ware was evzdently 1ntended for t ble_'

- . .
'Y . . . .



,wand base,,whlle bowls may have 1nter10r roulettzng. f' "jF 
- 7B Ev:dence £or Related Ware from o;her s:tes /%

‘Gxovannl, is famlllar to excavators of south Ita11

,V\of the late 1mper1al and. early medleval 95rlods.'“*

- ) s : S
: h;hand—EOrmed spouts, handles and decérat;ve buttons aomet1mes B

'5agpear. Decoratlon often appears on the upper area of a :

, rtvessel on the shoﬁlder, flange or upper wall dependzng On:f'

the form. Early p1eces 1n the range that appears at San‘t

'Vszovannx may have 1ncxsed decorat1on of horzzontal wavy or -
'-ﬂzxgzag 11nes and dependent spxrals. From the m1ddle of the
‘J»f1fth century pleces are sometxmes decorated w1th 11nes of,
‘dhor1zontal or wavy combxng,‘xncxsed before they are sl1pped
fand f1red° or, much more rarely, w1th stlck drawn wavy
t'lines. Decoratlon on f1fth century examples often 1ncludes,f

‘jflne horxzontal strlations on the exter1or of ‘the lower wall

Cy

)
/o

[

@ s . ‘ E | ‘«,‘. R

Late Roman palnted common ware, -of comparable fabr1c

;‘and range of forms to’the ware whlch appears at&San'

sites ¢

S1m1lar1t1es in fabr1c and form are partxcularlynevident

L wzth1n Bésll1cata (whlch 15 equ1valeht to the northeastern‘

v



'dg‘}found at San Gxovanni occur at a numben of sitesi

rBasilicata.‘Apart from San Gxovannz,.the two most important
ya N : .-

. sites are the 'Castrum' at Metaponto and a 51t near @alle

pd1 Trxcar1cd”where~an accumulatlon of pa1nted c mmon ware\

‘vas excavated in aSSOC1at1on wzth kllns.“fi;

;.at the Castrum excavat1on at Metaponto- forms 1n the ware
from ﬂetaponto 1nclude the small amphora (SG Form 1) the

'}flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 42) and a crude example of the

Afhhpseudo flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 46) Two other forms"

y

g’ . ! \ .'.‘v.
Pa1nted common ware 1s abundant in superfﬂ%1al layers j;

;] .

have no - equxvalents at San G1ovaﬁh1, although the f1rst, a;‘f

_:heavy globular pot w1th a rolled r1m,i1s obv;ously related.:
o to the w1de-mouthed ]ar (SG Form 43) There 1s no ev1dencezf

"xof a handle. A la(ge globular pot w1th a vert1ca1 r1m is

,:”completely unfamzllar. The pot has three st1ck drawn wavy:f."~

‘11nes around 1\

‘—,————_—--_—d-‘-‘——

4471 have publlshed a. very short summary of ;ts

;ﬂ.character15t1cs in "Una.ceramica comune del quinto secolo
. d.C." in Lucania Archeologica 1 (marzo-giugno 1980), pp.

'11-16.-The ware has occasionally been ment1oned in other
publlcatlons, wh1ch are noted below.z _ v -

-
'

ts slop1ng shoulder, and a horlzontal handleﬂ |



*
.

v ., ' ' S -

appllod at thu lon:lt leucl oﬁ thio dccorntion.~

Thc CAstrum excaVatxon also produced a few wall sherds

e

vith a reticu ar\painted decoratxgn-'auch a delxbcrake

o

pa;ntad patt;rn éh painted common ware 13 found 1n only one’

' 1nstance at’ "an Glovann1. Decqra¥1on on other pleces from

Metaponto i cludes 1ﬂgxsed lznes, wavy combxng and

st1ck drawn wavy 1 nes"f' - “,’Q:i‘-'d ' ,Tr -

-

A quantxty of ware essentially 1dent1ca1 to the ;

paunted common ware Bt San Giovanni vas excavated at Calle

t sa Giullana Tocco 1n 1970 "’ The Calle
wﬂi

group oﬁ paxnted common ware 1nc1udes examples of the small

d1 Trlcarlco by

amphora (SG Form 1), the. flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 42)

and the wlde-mouthed Jar (SG Form 43) the most common forms

Oat San Glovann;. A number of other forms famillar on the San

_-.—_——--'——-.-.—__—-.—-.

resg vxs1ted the excavatlon and the deposito on\the site in
the summer of 1979 and was very kindly shown the late ‘Roman:
pottery by Dott.sa Teresa Giannotta. Finds from the - T
~excavation were also displayed at the Archaeologxcal Museum’
of Metaponto- ‘examples of painted common ware were labelled.
'ceramica comune di-etd tardo-imperiale'. A few pieces of -
- painted common ware from the Castrum excavation have' been
published in La Magna Grecla nell’Eta Romana, Atti del
Convegno di. Studi sulla Magna Grecia at<Taranto October,
1975; Pl. XXXVI B, inventory no. 120630 is as SG- Form 1,
120146 is as SG Form 42, 120368 1llustrates vavy combing.

- a_“’Davxd Whltehouse, Dlrector of! the Br1tlsh School at ROme;

_ first mentioned ‘the pottery. finds from Calle di. ‘Pricarico to
me in. 1977. These finds will be publlshed by Dott.sa Maria

‘Grazia Salvatore, now ispettrice in the super1ntendency for
- Basilicata, as part of her planned catalogue of forms in
medieval painted common ware. -
 -Thanks to the k1ndness "of Dott.sa Elena Lattanz1,
superintendent of the Department of Antiquities in
‘Basilicata, I was able to look over these finds in the «
deposlto of the Museo- Rldola at Matera in the summer of 1978
and again ‘in the summer of 1980.. At the time when 1 saw'the
material, it was packed “in six cassette labelled 'Calle
5- 10 70 Amb1ente 23 Fornace . . B
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eiovanni site nuo oceur ot Calle: 2 jug with lapg vertical “
naok and knobbnd rim (SG Form 6), a bowl with 1xpped ’

7_ carinated rim (SG Form 24), a small globul’t~--t v1eh,

combiqg and h°riz°“t‘1“8br1ations ﬁli' e
apgear as decdration The profxle‘gifa‘ i i’ﬂﬂ“"h 1°ng

T vertmal neck and knobbed ‘rm (SG Form “Q) appears complete

to the shoulder at Calle: th1s is the only form for which

v-the Calle deposxt supplxes greater 1n£ormat:on than the San

Giovann1 flnds." . *vhj - 4
| Examples of the flanged spodted bowl form (SG Form 42)
in a palnted common ware from S1bar1 have been publzshed tso
1 ‘have also seen examples of the ware from anc1ent '
| Grumentum, '*' A;few p1eces/fyom the lagest 1ayers at_a Roman

'villa of the early‘empipe'at Atella aleo-belohg to the same

~'class. ﬁecogn1zable forms "from Atella are the 1lid w1th

squared rim’ (SG Form 62), and. two e{amples of the |

wide- mouthed Jar (SG Form 43) (one example from Atella has a

'_vert1ca1 strap handle, wh1ch appears only on closed forms at

San-Glovannl).,A‘small jug ;n a form w1th1vert1cal neck and

——————————— A-—-—--/-i- . ¢

"'The dzameter -of one. example is 32.0 cms; the flange is
decorated with three buttons, one applied directly above the
spout; Sibari III (1972), a Supplement to Notizie degli . .
~Scavi, p. 335, fig. 36.. A piece which is possibly related -
_appears on p. 374 (fig. 407). The context is undated. - °

'$'In the summer. of 1980, Dott sa.Liliana Giardino showed me . '~

'several examples of painted common ware in the deposito at.
~Grumento, including a small jug with 1nc1sed decoration and
“tvo examples of the flanged spouted bowl. Inventory numbers

on these pieces are 52353, 52638, 52339. _ —

o



-plarn rim has incised decoration on its shoulder.
' Outside the boundarres of Beezlicata,/a sim1lar vare
has been: noted at several's1tes, eepecaelly in northern
Apulie and southern Cempan a. Francesco D'Andrxa has:
.mentxoned finds of palnted ommon ware at Egnaz1e as
ev1dent1y related tJ‘the finds at Calle d1 Tr1Earico."’ A
strap handle in a l1ght- olored common vare w1th matte dark

&

jred palnt 1s listed by Alfredo Gen1q}a among f1nds from '

Salapla in northern Apu11a.‘?‘ Other undated exampLes:

related types have been excavated at Lucera by Davxd

Whltehouse. R o \\ \

e - —— o — i~

» '*3The. Atella site was excavated by Dr. Christopher S1mpsonv
of the Un1ver51ty of Alberta on behalf of the Basi¥icata
Superintendency in the 1980 and 1981 seasons; a report on :
the site "The Roman Villa at Atella, South Italy: /
Pre11m1nary Sondages"; was presented at -a conference on San

. Giovanri di Ruoti .at the Canadian Consulate in’ Rome, held

July 4, 1981. Papers from.the conference, Lo Scavo di S.
‘ Giovanni di Ruoti ed il Periodo Taﬁdonomano ed " o
. Altomediocevale in Basilicata, are in press (Barl, 1982) The -
- pieces mentioned have been drawn by Rosemary. Aicher., = -
-Contexts are AT80.II.7, AT80.II.6, AT80.IV.5 and AT80.I1.3
(see note 229 on SG Form' 65, below) respectively.
~'337he pieces illustrated are not recognizably related to
the forms at San Giovanni; D' Andr1a, ASNP 7 (1977), p. 81.
'54Geniola suggests ‘that the piece is medieval; however, a
. commercial amphora type: in the same context has’ parallels at

the 'Castrum' site at Metaponto and in a.few wall sherdd -~

_from contexts of Period 111 at San Giovanni; cf. "Saggl d1
~'scavo nel settore nord-occidentale di Salapia", Archivig
‘Storico Pugliese 26 (1973), fig. 12c, pottery type no. 10,
"p. 550; the amphora w1th rldged shoulder 1s 111ustrated in
fig. 13.

'ssExamples can be seen on d1splay in the museum. at Lucera
_(Richard Hodges, pers. comm., March 18, 1980) and have been
 published by Whitehouse in. "Ceramiche e vetri medioevali
provenienti dal castello di Lucera", in Bollettino d’Arte 51
(1966). Fig. 29, 1 closely resembles the small amphora (SG

" Form, 1) and the jug in fig. 29, 2 seems to bée a contemporary
type by form. ‘Dating evidence from that excavation indicates -
~only that the type pre-dates the thirteenth 'century A.D.



,‘”Campanxa ver \./

| Sovo:al oxnaples in fdruu knovn !roa 8en Gibwanni noro
found at the late Roman villa siteq oucavnqod at nuceino in
:aouthern Campeniu b}' Dr. Stephon Dylon.'_.." A efmilar \un |
has been excavgtod by .Carlo Qrancioli nt one or tvo liteo in

( . .

Bv1dence for late Roman painted common ware fgom these

-sxtea demonstrates that the dxstribution of a ceramic class -

dxst1ngulehable by particular oharacterxstics of fabr;c and N

%

“‘form 1s quite wide in southern Italy on. sxtes approximateﬂy
W

contemporary to the late s1te at. san G1ovanni- that is,

§

‘u.sites wh1ch date to the fourth fifth or - s:xth centur1es

f_A D. 1t'is. not clear on the baszs of the present ev1dence,;
d;however,‘1f all tHese pleces should be ascr1bed to one
ware in- the sense of thelr belng products of one facto?&
: or one’ manufacturlng éenter.vOnly chemical and phy51ca1
ana1y51s-can establ1sh such a relatlonshlp securely "f'

| Before ‘the excavatlon at San G10vann1, vhat 11ttlej
evzdence exlsted for éhe date of the late Roman pa1nted

'common ware prevalent in south Ital1an contexts suggested

o that 1t appeared In the- fourth or. fxfth centurxes A D. and

Ly
» "‘Dr. Dyson klndly showed me unpubllshed draw1ngs and notes
on pottery excavated from these villas, which certalnly
“include material from s, late as the fourth century A.D., .in

. January-of 1980,

**’This was reported to me by my - colleagues Helena Fracchia
and Maurizio Gualtieri in September of 1981; the sites are :
Telese and San Martino ‘della Valle Caudina.

o+

13¢A- first step in analys1ng the evidence . is descr1bed under o

the head1ng “Fabrlc , see note 183

X
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‘llatcr;j"‘ 'mc htnt dttablg;,,g&m urn from emlh aze Wn
example of African ﬂed slip in uqyn rorm 53 aml a atupud

‘ban of !uyu "cypo M M) nugqutinq L] date at the ond of
the tourth ccntury A.D.\Atrican Red SIip ttratigrnphically
gusudbiated vith the painéed common vare at tha Cattrum
r\pexcavation includea Hayes Porma 61 B, 67 and 1 B and
several stamped bases with Lgrge moti!e of the typu claaned
Q»A(ix) or A(i1i) by Hayes, theue suggest a date at the end ot ‘
the" fourth and the beginning o( the tlfth centuriea A.D. The
,lvlatest dated material found in Aesoczetzon vith &Pe late |
hRoman paxnted ‘common ‘ware from Calle di Trxcar1c5 is an
.1mported Afr1can lamp of Hayes Type\II, wh1ch Hayes dates to
‘ the second half of the fxfth centUry A.D. ' '
| At San Giovanni, the ev1dence of dated dep081ts
'1nd1cates that palnted ‘common ware appeareﬁ by the last.}J
:quarter of the fourth century A D., became extremely commoni'
in the mlddle of the f1fth century, and remaxned so to the-
‘end of the s1te at the beglnnlng of’the 51xth The San

G1ovann1 contexts ahiow accurate dates to-be set f%r the

Llntroductlon of part cular forms and decoratlon styles 1n )

'  the ware. No other 51te that 1 know has the wide' range of

,:forms or the stratxfled datlng ev1dence whlch San G10vann1

: prov1des. -

e e s

**°1n his 1977 article, D' Andr1a suggested a th1rd or fourth
century A.D. date for the ware; ASNP (1977),-p. 81; .1 have
‘seen ‘no specific ev1dence to associate the ware w1th a date .

as early as the th1rd century A. D ’ : S o

., .



c. nroetwhAno lld*lhintod CGQIIu Luto _‘r* . |
" More nne;eny. the vare, ac ms awvmns can h seen to
be part of an 111-de!tnoe and controversisl clato designated

ee 'hroed-lino inted nnrq' by erchnolcciotn o!

&
¥

Lii

| medieval !taly."‘ 1&* aeuinel vork in defining the broea

-hintcricel ouﬁlinﬂq ot u@, nppcarance end develonnnnt of tmm
medieval red*peintud ¢ohman werea in scuthern Ttaly has been

'v‘done by D. B. Whitehouse.'!' At prescnt, verol like thnt

found at San Giavanni are concidnred by him to represent the
begxnning of a sequence of 'broad*lxne red-puintﬁa”aommon

‘ uares', which orxginate in. about the fifth century A.D. and
l cont1nue to about the ninth century A.D., when‘ natrov-lxne
red- paxnted wares become the domxnant common ware tYpe “’f:
- One of the most useful aspects of Wh1tehouse S study of thxs;
very ‘long-lived medxeval sequence is a series of |
| d15tr1but10n~maps whrch make the manufacture of the ware at

a s1te somewhete in the v1c1n1ty of modern- Foggla in Apulza ‘

1eep, B, thtehouse (pers. comm., September, '1977) uses this

term to designate the painted common ware from Calle di

"Tricarico, which is essentially identical to and most likely .

- contemporary with the ware from San Giovanni. - IR

~ "¢iThe most recent discussion by him is "The Medieval

- Pottery of Rome", in H, Mck. Blake, T. Potter and D. .- ,

Whitehouse, eds., Papers in Italfan Archaeology I ‘British

Archaeological Reports, Supplementary Series 41, - :

~ 475-505, esp. p. 478, His earlier important studxes of the ¢
type are "Medieval Painted Pottery in South and Central

Italy™, Medieval Aﬁchaeology 10 (1966), pp. 30-44, and his

~contribution on Italian pottery in "Red Painted and Glazed

Pottery in Western Europe from the Eighth to the Twelfth

Century ' ed. J. G. Hurst, Medieval Archaeo]ogy 13 (1969)

esp. pp.' 137-143, :

'$2whitehouse. defxnes"broad line' as paznted 11nes more -

. than one ceritimeter wide; 'narrow-line' refers to painted

© lines less than one centlmeter w1de; cf. "Medieval Pottery.
. of 'Rome" (1978) p, 478. ' S : K



' 'm mm mwoa mz m rm- m. the ma.—uauzm jar
(80 Ro:u 43) und the nnnll qlaballr pot v&th vertical tln!_‘
(86 rorn 61) hnvc htan tound in thn*cau:un ot cutvay in tha ‘

- Biferno: vgxloy ot tho Noliac. aanuttnt: in. cssoctatiam thh
‘Atrican Rcd 811p of the f!fth ctntury AD.'tt
| While suggc:tiv« pnrallols, all of oithit‘routhy

»contenporary or later, and somntimes much lator, dtto.
indicate that the rad-paintqﬁ wares from San Giovanni nay
mark the begxnning of a sequance which continues for ncarly v

a mzllenium, the only way to tesolve such an issue is with

. more specific knowledge of - this general classAof vares f:om

+s3yhiteNouse; . 'Medxeval Painted Pottery' (1966) figs. 9 -
~and 12; "Red-Painted and Glazed Pottery", ed Hutst (1969),

fxgs. 47 and 48. :

"¢$iRichard Hodges, pers. comm., March 18, 1980. For a report
- of the survey and of the importance of the broad-line =

‘red-painted common.ware among the finds, ¢f. Richard Hodges
~.and Chris Wickham, "The Evolution of Hilltop Villages in the

"Biferno Valley; Molise", ‘in Papers In Italian ArChaeol

~II, ed. Barker and Hodges, (London, 1980), pp. 305-312, The

red- painted wares from survey sites of the fﬁgth century are
-not necessanlly of the same fabric as those published from
the excavation of site D85, ¢f. p. 307. For the publication:
of that 'site, cf. Richard Hodqes, Graeme Barker, Keith Wade,
"Excavations at D85 (Santa Maria 'in Civita): An Early
Medieval Hilltop Settlement in Molise", PBSR 48 (1980), pp.
'70-124. Radiocarbon dating for organic material assoc1ated
with stratified’ broad-line red-painted pottery from this
site yields dates in.the sixth d ninth. centuries A.D. An-
_.interesting observation from thys site is the increasingly
| better qua11ty of the pottery o {r th1s txme, cf. p. 90, -

-

Q



-,«mm in tabric and -
~mum in o

~ Molise, !ncido thi# !Aitk} lar%g‘”'«_ ¢
18,000 square kil seters) the ch:rnctﬂrittic»tttitn ot

tlbric and torm are coﬁnintcut. R

‘ The worksh@p o:,uorkshopc which éra&ﬁgad the 'ware has
hot bnun locatnﬂ, A qunntity of'iauiplii of the wvare
contcmporary vith and oxtrenoly niuilar .

 Giovann{ has been excavated in sssociation with kilnl at
qullq difrica;tEc, but ;t is not certain that those kilns
pfod?bed ;ho’paiﬁtgpcqqmon ware.'*‘ The distribution of
£itth,century.typg§ (see Map 1) seems to iﬁdicate that the
: hq?c vas prbducediiomeihqre in the vicinity'éf modern
Basilicata. Calle is quite cgniral té‘thc‘distxibntion area

'.¢£'§§d‘fifth ccﬁtUry ware as presently understood, but the

Ly N N L L L T

'¢**Not only are these parallela later, but they may be far
afield geographxcally. The question is investigated as
videly as possible in "Red-Painted and Glazed Pottery"
(1969), ed. J. G, Hurst.

'¢¢I. have made a careful check on the examples of the ware
in the deposito at Matera ’(see note 148 above): I found no
wasters or kiln debrLs wlth the naterxal, '
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1;, evxdence we have cannot be cons1dered conc1u51ve.\. _
;’fa‘ When th1lenformat1on'15 added to what is known about .
r~the d1str1butxon of med;eval red- paxnted wares, fznds of
wh:ch cluster 1n the area of Lucera 1n Apul1a, most |
spec1f1cally 1n the v1c1n1ty of modern Foggla, 1t seems
ent1re1y llkely that the ev1dence of. d15tr1but1on will

eventually plnpolnt one central manufacturlng area in

northern Apulxa or northeastern 335111cata.‘

o

E. mheq Forms in the Wider Cultural Context
‘It-hasfbeen'established~aboye that the forms in late_‘
Roman pa1nted common vare at San- Glovann1, as well as the
fabrlc 1tself have numerous parallels in southern Italy,
| part1cularly in Lucanla, southern Campanla"northern Apulla

and the Mol%se, in contexts broadly dated from the fourth to

y

the 51xth century A D Although the lack of- publlshed or
unpubllshed ev1dence from Roman sites of the th1rd century
‘A.D. and later makes 1t‘somewhat d1ff1cult Lo perceive
accurately or document conv1nc1ngly the relatlonshlp of the

forms in the ware to a w1der cultural geograph1cal and

e

chronological context, certain observat1ons ~can be made.

_’—————-—__—_——-_—-

t¢’See note. 169, below, o

'¢“*For the dlstr1but1on studies . of med1eva1 broad line: and .
narrow-line red-painted common wares done by Whltehouse, see
above, p. 194 and note 162, At the time when the information
‘'was collected, it was not p0551ble to distinqguish between
"broad-line red—palnted ware' of late 1mper1al and that of
early medieval date; therefore Whitehouse's f1ndspots '
include examples of wares of - the fifth century A.D
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The forms of the Jate Roman palnted common ‘ware at San fn,f

G1ovann1 are slow to change. Of ‘the three domznant forms,,t
’the small amphora per51sts unaltered for more than one
hundred years, whlle the flanged spouted bowl and the
'w1de mouthed jar are essentially unchanged from thelr first
;‘appearance in the mlddle of the. fifth century A D. to the
end of the occupatlon of the site in the f1rst haif of the
sixth. |

Forms in all wares seem to have been evolving'slonly in
the late emplre. A clear example is . the common Afrlcan Red
Slip bowl type Hayes Form 50, whlch per51sts as a
recognlzable ent1ty from the early th1rd to the end of the
‘ fourth century A.D. Similarly, only»afsloubprocess of Vi
'evolution is‘visible within ARS Form 61 from the eariy
'fourth to the: beg1nn1ng of the flfth century A D. On the
other hand, there is a near revolution in the shape ofv
African Red Slip bowls in the middle of the.flﬁth century
A.D.'withvthe;introduction of the Oudna series, Forms 96 to
99. This sharp,Change may'be‘tied_tortheestresstul events'df__h
‘the.Vandal‘invasion of Africa. A possible implication of the/ff
slow rate of changesofhthevforms at San'Giovanni is that
vsoc1ety there, and in southern Italy generally,vwas not
dlsastrously dlsturbed durlng the perlod from the late
fourth to the early saxth century A.D.

There is ev1dence that the manufacturers of the ware at
-San G10vann1 were closely in touch with the fashion 1n the

-

rbowls from northern=Tun151a‘(Afrlcan Red Slip) and from
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;Phoéaea 1n Asxa Mlnor (Phocaean Red Sl1p), both of bh1ch o
‘wares were w1dely exported around the Mediterranean at the -
ftlme. A number of bowls 1n the pa1nted common ware d1rectly
)1m1tate forms of the second half e{ the flfth century A.D.
{~?.1n the dom1nant 1mported f1ne wares, and all bowI forms in
f,the late pa1nted common ware at San G1ovann1 betray the
-1nfluence of contemporary fashlon 1n these wares. |
- There 1s less eV1dence avallable for parallels for
““other forms 1n the ware, the lack of ev1dence 1s ‘most
. notable for‘the closed forms.«For the large serV1cevp1eces'
"the evidence 1s sketchy but allows some tentatlve |
conclu51ons to be drawn. | _

The flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 42) 1s somewhat
~s1m1lar 1n shape to the cla551c mortarlum, but nelther it
n.nor the other. spouted forms ‘at San Glovannl have any |

1nd1cat1bn of the roughened rounded 1nterlor characterlstlc
- of the mortarlum and partlcularly su1ted to the crushlng of
coobed vegetables and other soft foods 1n the preparat1on of -
‘}sauces. Among the serv1ce pleces, three forms have w1de v
‘mouths and applled pourlng spouts (the flanged spouted bowl
SG Form 42"the w1de mouthed spouted bowl w1th carlnated
'(wall SG Form 45 and the pseudo flanged spouted bowl SG

‘[Form 46) These spouted forms may -be character1st1c of ‘the )

late emplre- related forms in f1fth century surface contexts

__________________ -} .

“’Hayes has suggested that thlS 1nfluence should be
~considered as a factor :in determ1n1ng the- provenance ‘of the

workshop tha& produced the ware: a seaport or major’ trading .
*[center may - be 1nd1cated pers. comm., September, 1982 :

Y
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were found at Alb1nt1m111um."' h car1nated spouted form
’thch has’ some t1es Ub the flanged spouted bowl and the
f saudeboat at San G1ovann1 also -occurs in a late context at
J-Con1mbr1ga, where the ‘range of late fine wares is almost
1dent1cal to that at -San- Gzovannl. 5? The appearance of
these spouted forms 1nd1cates that 1f the mortar1um per se {
715 d1sappear1ng, the tradltlonal 1mportance of sauces to
Roman eatlng hablts contmnued ' T
The large,funnel (SG Form 33) of vhlch thete vaS‘only
'ags example at San Glovannl, also has comparanda in the same,
COntexts at Alb1nt1m111um mentloned above, suggestlng that
Zs form too may’be characterlst1c of. the late emplre. |
The ev1dence 1nd1cates that the appearance of 1arge

: heavy senv1ce pleces w1th w1de mouths, flanged forms,
carlnated forms,‘spouted forms, and the funnel are part of a
"’°Among mldden mater1al ‘dated to.the second half of the -
-fourth to the late fifth centuries A.D. by African Red Sllp
'Hayes Forms 61 A and B, 87 and 99, the 'vaso a listello' in
“local common ware (fig. 85, no. 113 and p.- 149; no evidence
of a spout) is comparable to the flanged spouted bowl at San
" Giovanni; the 'vaso a catino' (f1g. 86, nos. 116-118 and p.
152; note the tube-like spouts) is similar in form to the
spouted bowl with carinated wall. For the type- pieceg for.
these forms cf. Lamboglia, Albintimilium (1950), fig. 95,
no. 11-and pp. 164-165, and flg 9& no. 3 and p. Y61
‘respectively. : » o /"
“71Alarcao, Conimbriga V. (1975) pl "LVI, no. 973, Other
‘spouted forms of some interest are 1llustrated on pl. LVII,

" no. 994; pl. LXI no. 1067. . . ;

'731Cf. Dietwulf Baatz ,” "Reibschale und Romanisierung”, RCRF
17/18 (1977), pp. 147-158. According to Baatz, the Romans
adopted- the mortarlum from the Greeks by the second century
.B.C.: he notes that the" recipes of Apicius for a great
,varlety of sauces show how basic¢ the mortarium was ‘to Roman .
food preparat1on The manuscrlpt h1story of Apicius suggests.
-that ‘it' was still in.use in the fourth century A.D. (OCD?)

'’*Lamboglia, Albintimilium (1950), fig. 89, no. 150 and p.

- 155; the type- piece is fig. 93, no. 2, p. 160.
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. general trend in Roman vessel forms 1n the late empire.’.

bFlanged ﬁorms seem to have become common ;n the 1ate fourth'

v

'century A D.,and ‘to have spread thrOughout the Roman emp1;e,‘

rema1n1ng common at least through the fxfth century .D. e

.
“Thls type too most llkely 1s an evolut1onary development of -

'fthe mortarlum;‘f‘ It 1s posslble that the wlde mouthed
b‘spouted bowl w1th carlnated wall (SG Form 45) is: related to e

an open car1nated form 1n a palnted common ware found 1nl"'"ﬂ L

'vlvlayers of the early thlrd cenfury A. D.‘at the Ostla :

:Terme 178 Whlle no very stroﬁg argument can be based on
f_threads of evldence as tenuous as. these,‘1t seems most
likely»that thevforms-havecdeveloped'from earllerrones'

. characteristic ofethesﬁomanhempired”thereAisvﬁ¢i0b§loUS¥?J°v

external 1nf1uence on the forms themselves._j

N

~.

Close parallels for some pa;nted common ware forms from

" san Gxovannl) espec1ally the flange 'pouted bowl (SG Form

"42) and the. w1de-mouthed sauceboat (sG Fo‘v‘43) have been

noted among examples of unpalnted Frank1sh wa\\*\from the

"late anthue exéavat1ons at Tr1er. Th1s collect1on of ;

\

ceramlc p1eces has been dated on the ba51s of. known

SV ACE, J. W Hayes,)"North Afrlcan Flanged Bowls (1977)
passim. ‘

1180stia I (1968) 111ustrates a- del1cate ver51on of the form _
" (tav. XIII', figs. 281 a-b, 282, 283 and p. 89; the rim | '

- diameter of 281 1s¥21.6 cms) and a heavier .version {(tavs.
XXII-XXI1I1I, figs. 430-435 and p. 96). These pieces show no.

evidence" of a spout. The heavier version of the form is.

decorated with stick-drawn obllque lines, a type of

~ decoration that, as noted below, usually occurs in fourth to .
'sixth century A. D:\contexts, I have seen.a piece:- very - -

"~ similar to the delicate:version of the form from Ostia in an

. early third century A.D. context on’ the V1a Gablna

’ excavatlon near Rome,



' o . P - ‘53 "( . Y | ‘ ‘
‘parallels to the seventh to n1nth centurxes A.D. The "v"'
ﬂexcavators suggest that these ﬁorms evolved from’ the late
"Roman mortar1um and Jar with caran;ed Wall and heavy ‘

) r1m e v C e ,,/;~.

-

Any poss1ble 1nfluence on the pa1nted common ware iromv\“

barbar1an tr1bes floodlng 1nto the Roman Empxre cannot be _7
docpmented The - present understandlng of - the various
fx:?rbarlan groups suggests they had surpr1szngly little

fﬁ'lmpact on the contemporary culture. Roman pottery was

eV1dently much ‘more h1gh1y developed RRN 50 that- 1nfluences

went from Romans to barbarlans, as in the case of the
i'Frank1sh' ware at Trler yré” o '% ﬂ

lerect ev1dence for the culture of any of the barbarlan
grOups in Italy 1s‘hard'to-comelby. The Goths,trulers of-‘
~“,Italy af the‘end ofvthe'fifth»and‘the~first'half of thel
o 51xth centurles A D., d1d not - use grave goods beyond the

‘ personal jewelry and cloth1ng accessor1es the dead s

——-—-—_-—_.———-——_‘—

VTeCE, Ludw1g Hussong in L. Hussong and H. Cuppers Dle
Trierer Kaiserthermen: Die spatromische and -

e

fruhmittelalter] iche Keramik, (Ma1nz, 1972), pp. 95- 118 SG

"'Form 42 is like-the "Frankish" Type 7 (fig. 51); SG Form 45
is like Type 8 (fig. 52); SG Form 51 is like Type 16- (flg
~ 60). Examples. of the ware also bear .wavy comblng .
'71Cf, Blake, "Medieval Pottery" (1978), p..440. He notes
~among other examples the the Lombard pottery publlshed by -
von Hessen. It is not wheel made and the forms are extremely
- .simple. and unfamiliar; cf. O. von Hessen, Die - -
‘Langobarderzeit ische Grabfunde aus Fiesole bei. Florenz,a :
 (Munich, .1966), pls. 14 and 15; also Die Langobardische
" Keramik aus Italien, (Wlesbaden 1968) p. 7 and pl. 20,
nos. 79, -100, and 101.
v Ce, Volker Blerbrauer S Die OStgothlschen GFab- und ,
'-Schatzfunden Ftaliens, (Biblioteca .degli Studi Medievali’
_VII, Spoléto, 1975), which 1llustrates one example of
pottery only, p. 60. _ S ‘ ,

/.
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-iLombard cemeterxes, which are descrihed as having the same

\ 3 .
%'cultural characterist1cs both 1n layout and iﬁ gravegoods,

I;ds archaeolog1cal rema1ns of an of the barbarian cultures

b

.across Europe, also reveal a minzmum of pottery 179

Y quant1ty of pottery was ex avated at the late site of

lInv1111no “but the excavators con7fde that it is not certaxnt‘

"‘that the site is not better described as late Roman rather .

'fthan Lombard In fact, the flne ware from the 51te dates to.

‘the fourth to the sxxth centurles A.D. ‘While the site ~ o

therefore was occupled over only a sl1ghtly w1der range of

l'7t1me than San Glovann1, ev1dently nothing str1ctly

comparable to the forms or fabr1c of the south Ital1an :

common ware appears on the 51te. .

F. Fabric o _’1 .

v

The fabrlc of the late Roman palnted common ware ‘at San
Glovannl is 1dent1f1able by the makeup of the- paste, its
tens1le strength,vcharacterlstlc surface, wall th1ckness,"
sllp treatment ‘and color range. |

The fabrxc*glves the‘lmpressionnof“being compact

-'because of the extreme f1neness and regularlty of the clay

'l'In a. random sample of 21 sherds studled 1n the summer of

A"’Cf Otto von Hessen (1966) (1969) (see note 177 above)-f

- and also G. Sergi, "La necropoll barbagd¥ca di Castel

Trosino" (1902) A, Pasqu1,,"Necropoll barbar1ca di Nocera

;Umbra (1918) .

1eeg, F1ngerl1n, J. Garbsch and J. Werner "G11 Scavi nel

. - Castello. Longobardo di 'Ibligo-Invillino (Fr1u11)" Aqutlela:
,vastPa 39 (1969), cols 57-136 ~esp. col 100 and fig. 10 :

v/-"/ (

A
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”h<1980 every pxece shoved/a unxformly f1ne paste. Every piece
.has v1sible minute (smaller than 1 mm) inclusions, while
’twelve pieces have a few small to medxum size (1 to 2 mm)
‘.1nclus1ons. Most 1ncluslons are whzte- the occa81onal larger
inclus1ons are charly partxcles of wh1te shell. Mlnute mica .
is always visible on e‘surfaceS'ln d1rect sunshine. -In
examples of the ware "San Gioyanni;'the consiStenCy of the
makeup of the paste in regard to flneness of graln and type
of 1nc1u51ons suggests that the clay was lev1gated and
processed by a con51steht and skllled method
The potters produc1ng the palnted common ‘ware found on
_the San G10vann1 51te seem to be work1ng 1n a common vare
genre typ1ca1uof southern,Italy in thegIron Age and
’HelleniSticlperiod‘as it;would;be'in a perhaps continuous
tradition from the fifth_to the thirteenth centuryyh.ﬁ.
.'Thesevwares share certain,famillar QUalltieS} the'potteryris’
, made’of\leylgatedgclay on -a wheel, smooth-‘urfaCed;.oxldiaed
' to buff, ,and llneapalnted-on the‘exteriorlln a matte»paint"
’wh1ch var1es 1n color from red to brown. Many of the 3

epotent1al good qualltles of thlS class of common ware were

notably lacklng 1n the product1onltffthe flfth century A D

‘the wheel was 1ndub1tably slow, theﬂwalls th1ck and uneven,
| ~the forms clumsy and awkward,‘and the 'l1ne pa1nt1ng had

1ost all semblance of dellberatlon

141D, B. Whitehouse (1966 Hurst ed.,*1969{v1978) has

~ established the llkely cont1nu1ty of the 'tradition of
‘pa1nted common ware 1n the south of Italy throughout the
m1ddle ages. ‘ o : ,
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There is no evidence of continuity in" the productzon of
such common wares during\the early Empxre° for instance, )
_‘there is no evidence of a comparable ware in the flrst and
‘second century A.D. deposxts at ‘San ‘Giovanni. The palnted
common ware of the early 1mper1al perxod in Italy is of an
sllghqu h1gher technical level, generally being
thinner—wailéd and showingda more even wall thickness.
,Palnted common ware of the early empire can also be
‘dlfferentlated from the late palnted common ware by its
‘cream ~colored (not orange to buff) fabrlc"z and by its very
'dlfferent paint, whlch is subtly shiny and wvhich tends to
mottle from orange to brown or from red to black. ‘
| It eeeme that the similarities of fabric between'the
painted common ware 5: the fifth century A.D. and Ehe wares
; pfoduced intSouthern.Italy:hundreds of years earlier muse»
:deriue simply from the fact tnat the pottery industry'of'the'
flfth cencury A. D. and 1ater was exp101t1ng materlals and
methods 51m1lar to those 1n use in the same area in earller
‘times. |

At present the localization/of manufacture to one site
'\1s only a prellmlnary hypothe51s. A tentative experlment
w1th neutron act1vat10n analy51s of the £abr1c, using sherds ’
of palnted-common ware from-San Glovannl_and Metaponto,
,indfcated'éhat,the tyo'fabrics were iikely to be from

."’Thls color d1fference is noted by T. W. Potter in
"Recenti ricerche in Etruria meridionale: probleml della

" transizione dal tardo antico all'alto med1oevo Archeologla
"Médievale 11 (1975) p. 221 —
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different sources of clay.'*? Although this result suggests.
that the paste of' the sanplésAcame from»difféfent'clay beds,
" this vould‘not'necessarily prove that:mone Ehah.ong‘wofkshOp,n

prnduced éuch a ware. On thé*d.h?r_hand;fthe ré{ﬁlt tends to

support a hypothesig théhnthp wnre-was made at more than one
~ site, and that similéfitieS'in appeatancevdf fahric; fdrm
" and‘decoration stjleshinhdiffefent examples of the ware were
‘due to genefél fashion trends. | 4 o |
The thickness of the‘w$1f§“is bften,ﬁneven, VArYing‘
.verticaliy,,a fact whiéh 1ndicatés-that £he pottef'wés'nsing n
‘a slow wheel.'*®* The thickness of the walls alsd'varies dué‘
to the charaéteriétiés of the indiv{duai forms{‘In generalh
earller forms and earller pleces tend to- have sllghtly
thinner walls. In a random sample of 23 wall sherds, the -
range of mgximum wall thlckness 1s-from 0.4 cmto 1.3 cm,i

with a median thickness of 0.6 cm.

——— ——— —~—— " ————_— ] ———

~ 1%3This work was undertaken by Dr. M. J. Apps, Research
Associate of the Faculty of Pharmacy ‘and Pharmaceutical
. Sciences at the University of Alberta and by J. Freed  in the
spring of 1980; a preliminary. notice "Identification of the
Provenance of Production of Fifth Century A.D. Italian
Pottery" was published in the Annual Report of the .
" University of Alberta Slowpoke Facillty (November, 1980), p.
R26.
'**F. D'Andria, in his dlSCUSSlOn of a few p1eces of palnted
common ware from Late Antique tombs.displayed in the Museo
Ridola at Matera, notes that the. pieces were made on- “the
"tornio lento", and that this is an indication of the
extinction of traditional classical artisan techniques in
the general area. "Necrop011 tardoantiche ed altomedievale
(Vetrine LXXX, LXXXI)" in J] Museo Nazionale Ridola di '
Matera, Matera, 1976, p. 139. The pieces he discusses are
‘probably later than the painted common ware from San '
Giovanni and less well made, but the criticism is valid for
the San Glovann1 vare as well.
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'Subiectlvely,‘the ware nges he imprension ot being
very hard. The hardest pieces haveie clear-rlnging tone,s
wh11e softer p1eces produce a resonant ch1nklng sound.
| Objectxve measures present some dxfficulty, as they require
'damagxng the sherd I,followed a simple standard of
v observation‘suggested by D. P. S. Peacock.for'noman ceramics‘
. from‘Carthage;f"‘in’terms of which 'sott"ne;hs"scratched o

h withvfingernaill 'hard’ means\'BCratched'with’penknife'
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and very hard'\means 'does not scratch w1th penknlfe ..In a

"sample of 21 sherds exam1ned in the summer of 1980 two
_p1eces were classed as soft, f1ve p1eces were on the

borderllne between soft and hard ten pleces were clasSed as’

3

'hard two pzeces on the borderlxne between hard and very
"~hard and tvo p1eces were classed as very hard' that 1s,

gtwo thlrds of the: sample was in. fact qulte hard\ 1f not so

e

fhard as to resxst a steel blade. ST =fwg
“ Varlatlon in. hardness correlates wlth var1atlon in
color of fabric. The fabr1c of the softest sherds is 11ght

, orange in color,’wh1le the hardest are greenlsh belge.‘The'

/

'green1sh belge color, whlch 1s certalnly due to OVQrf1r1ng,

r

is - rare.’** /

j" D P. S Peacock "Ceramlcs in Roman and Med1eval
Archaeology”", in Potteny and Roﬁan Commence,‘(London, 1977)
Table 2, p. 29.

"‘Greenlsh common ware rece1ved a spec1a1 cla551f1cat1on in

Ostia II. Occa51onal deformations of rims and walls were
noted in this 'ware', which was identified by fabric color.
The subsequent conclusion that the pieces were over-fired

* common ware and did not merit a separate cla551f1cat10n was -
based on the evidence of the find of a kiln waste- heap on -
the Janiculum from the Flavian era. Cf. Andreina Ricci,
"Ceramica 'verdastra'", Ostia II (1970) p.90.
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G. Surtaco Troatuant '
Whother plain or painted, tha oxterior nur!ace o! the

‘;nara is always selt—slippod, matte and very lnooth. The o

hy interior suriaée ie characterized by extromely tine

horizontal triationa, spacad fractions of & millimeter

| apart, which are probably the' tracks of . tho potter 8

.f‘fxngert1ps in the wet eurface o£ the clay. This trait is =

diagnostic’ of the Ware: it is always visible ‘unless the.

:df Plece 13 Partlcularly soft and worn.

Estlmatxng from the frequency of pa1nted decoration
among the catalogued p1eces, approx1mately seventy five
percent of sherds 1n the ware ‘are palnted It 1s practacally

"certa1n, therefore, that every vessel in the ware- or1glnally

. /
o had some palnt treatment Ev1dent1y a watery solJt1on of

4vc1ay, w1th a chem1cal comp051txon sllghtly dxfferent from
that of the clay of the pottery fabr1c, was made up and used
as a palnt. | A \ 1 j
) The appllcat1dn of the palnt 1s d1st1nct1ve. It was
3_app11ed with a brush espec1a11y to the rlm, handles and ‘
~outer wall of the vessel Splashed spots on the 1nterlor andt

"exter1or often 1nd1cate the speed and care}essneSs Wlth

""The composition of’ the pa1nt was dzscussed and examxned
under a 60-power microscope with Dr. Dorian Smith of the

" Departmerit ‘of Earth.Sciences at the University of Alberta in-~

' May, 1982. He advised aga1nst analysxs of the. pa1nt by

" scanning techniques, since observation under a microscope

. revealed that the paint is made up of minute conglomeratlons"'

 of variegated material. Since the paint is only a few

‘microns thick agaznst a background of the clay fabric, it .

- would reqnlre a major research progect to determ1ne 1ts
compos;tlon. o . : : Ve v



vhich tho vork vas dono. Ocoanionally ﬁtliiﬁ] brusb turkn
.lindwtu that the ‘brush uud was too hrm ‘tor sny nmmc |

Ay
W
ad

b«co intondod.”v w ”xqukwwj
~ Bovls meant as individual serving pieces ate

or ropronontational tntonttgtkto be sustained cvcn if ic had,

exceptional, as the entire inner surface of the bovl »
gendrally received an even matte slip, often of a bpovior
. con:istcncy than the paint vhich appears on other torms.
‘This treatment imitates the sty;i of slip on contomporary
African Red Slip bowls. -

- There is no var1atxon in the general style of the
,applxcat1on of thé paint during the long life of the vare on
the Sqn Giovanni site. Some of the profiles of the ware used
to illustrate this thesis do-not shov the application of the
pa:nt. Accurate illustration of the paint on each vessel is
meanlngfess since the pa1nt is always appl1ed randomly, it
‘is the style of the application which is distinctive.
Drawfngé,in,which the paint is accufatély illustrated
demonstratesythisrotyle' among them, P1469% (small amphora, "
-SG.Forﬁ 1), P3351% (Jug with pla1n)car1nated rxm, SG Form '
*fz) P3145« (small bowl w1th l1pped car1nated rim, SG Form 24
Varlﬁnt) P3758* (flanged spoutéd bowl, - SG Form 42), P3539x
and P3119* (wide-mouthed Jar, SG Form 43) and P3607% (small '

\

globular pot with vertlcal r1m 'SG Form 61)

[
ol

/

S ” J
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m surface ot m‘ late ma painted common nro
appears in & range of w&ora in the orange to buft tuily
and vhen it is pﬂm-dﬂu color of the psint dlso varies.
Color of fabric and paint may vary cvoti scross the surface
of an tndividual sherd. This fact indicates that the color
variation is not due to a vc:fcéian,in the elemental
composition of the paste or paint; it is mainly due to the

"heat of firing, although it may also be sffected by the
degree of oxidation in the kiln. Some sherds have been
discolored to grey or grey brown by fire after they vere
broken and discarded.

Botbvfab;ic and paint cglofa vary with hardness of
firing. In general the orange sherds ar§~1egst hgrd and
rescnant, vhile the _greenish b?igé sherds afe hardest and
have the hxghest resonant tone. Some combinations of fabric
and paxnt color are mor® lzkely to appcar together than ¢
others. The softest orange sherds often bear very
light-colored paiht, orange and even pink in color, and are
most likely to have worn surfaces which have lost all tracg‘
of paint. Most commonly, the fabric surface is light orange
to buff, and the paint red to red brown. Paint on éhe very
hard greenish beige'sherds is always black or very near

black Ranking paint colors from light to dark and

. correlating associated fabric colors 1nd1cates that fabric.

and paint colors change with increasifg hardness and firing
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‘temperature.'®® .@,-

1 Docoratlon ,
A number of d1fferent styles of plast1c as opposed to
'ypalnted decorat1on appear on- late Roman paxnted common. ware

on -the San G1ovann1 51te. Certaln types of decoratlon
"ncharacterlstlcally appear on the shoulder or. upper body of
-the forms The earllest plastlc decoratxon that appears on
\ the shoulder of a vessel is composed of llnes 1nc1sed
jfreehand after the appl1cat10n of - the palnt. In the most.
common decoratlon, which succeeds the earlier style, they
palnt is app11ed over hor1zontal comb1ng,_wh1ch is often
.'drawn in any lxnes Ve Very unusual are pleces decorated
sparely wlth vert1cal rows of dots made with a comb.
Stlck drawn wavy lines also appear, though rarely, and are
Wcontemporary with combed decoratlon.

Several other identifiable types of decoration occur.

The . most 1mportant of these is composed of f1ne horlzontal.
str1at1ons on the exterlor 1ower wall and base; this appears_ 

on both closed forms and bowls in contexts dated after the

- — PR

Y\ ‘graph shOW1ng the assoc1atlons of fabrlc and paint .
colors appears 1n my article “Una ceramlca comune del qulnto
- secolo™ (1980), p. .12. ;
'$*0One wall sherd in late Roman palnted common ware from an
‘unidentified jug form (P0709), from a_context probably of
Period III outside the 1980 stratlgraph1c analysis of the
San Giovanni site, shoWws these two types of decoration .in
- combination. The incised decofation on P0709 makes no v1sua17
sense, in cont¥ast to the examples of 1nc1sed l1ne
decoratlon listed below. :
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- middle. of the flfth century A.D.'?*° Several examples of the
bowl w1th lxpped carlnated rim (SG Form 24) bear hor1zontal
vl1nes of 51mple roulettlng on the :nterxor wall Applled |
;'buttons ‘occas1onally occur on the flange of the flanged
s pouted bowl . and on related forms. Dents, cross hatch1ng andy

a varlety of, 1mpr1nted de51gns appear rarely

Incxsed L1ne Decoratlon 7

kR Slnce the painted common. ware w1th 1nc1sed llne
decoratlon 1s both unusual and ea51ly 1dent1f1able, »
practlcally every ‘piece excavated was catalogued A de51gn
~ drgwn free-hand was 1nc1sed in’ the shOulder of the vessel
téa;ugh the palnted Sllp w1th a sharp, narrow 1nstrument
‘ 1eav1ng a shlny narrow grooved 11ne. ThlS decoratlon was
added after the sllp ‘had been applied and when the pottery
had become leather—hard,-requ1rrng an add1t1onal step in ther
\manufacturlng process. | | |

Qhe des1gn was made up from a small repert01re of

mot1fs~ horlzontal z1gzags, wavy lines and stralght lines,
or 1oose splrals arranged around the pot shoulder and often
placed dependent from a stralght lxne. At San Glovannl the
decoratlon was most common on the shoulder of a closed form,

most probably a jug or’pltcher and on the small globular

pot'with vertical rim (SG Form 61). The decoratIOn style

?”°Comb1ng, wavy combing, st1ck drawn wavy 11nes and
horizontal striations on the lower exterior wall and base
- all appear occasionally on coarse ware from contemporary
. contexts at San Giovanni. st
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evrdently does not appear on tﬁe amphora or. any of the large\
\ serv1ce p1eces. Wall sherds w1th ‘this decoratron are. often
relatlvely th1n-walled and quite small -due to,the,
:_comparatlve frag1l1ty of the orlg1na1 pots. |

N Comparanda for thlS type of decorat1on on palnted
common ware from other sztes are rare. A 51ngle example was . 3
.recovered from the excavatlon of a. late Roman v1lla 51te at -
hi Atella{ Two matte.red palnted sherds ev;dently;belongdtoya .\_
Single closed,form-ﬁith a‘verticalynéCh and’plain yertical
'rim- the:incised'decoration on the shoulder consistslof two
"z1gzag lines from the lower of whlch a sp1ral line |
“depends._ - A small jug decorated w1th 1nc1sed wavy lines

. and dependent splrals was excavated at Grumento."2 A wall

sherd. w1th this type of decorat1on, a z1gzag llne and

'"“”p0551ble dependent sp1ral 1nc1sed 1n what may be the

| shoulder of a large jug, was 1ncluded 1n a dlsplay of »
1 -strat1f1ed materlal from ‘the 1975 season of theﬂ'Cgbt;um

‘ excavat1on at the Museo di Metaponto in 1977 Much farther
‘af1eld Charleston ,1n h1s 1llustrated Roman Pottery,.shows

-a storage jar in a grey clay w1th a decoratlon of 1nc1sed

'____.._-_.‘_’___.___._._

'*'For ‘the Atella. 51\@ and. thlS p1ece, ‘see notes 152. and 232"

- above. The rim ‘diameter:of the: piece is 8.0 cms. The latest

.datable fine wares from the Atella s1te, an example of Hayes

B -African Red Slip Form 53 B,.and a base with, decoration of

stamp type A(ii), suggest a date c.. 400 A.D.

'*2The jug from Grumento (inventory no. 52353) was ‘mentioned.
"in note 151. The piece is tentatively dated to the fourth or’
fifth century A.D. by the excavator, Dott.sa’ L111ana,»
Glardlno , . _ g -
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p1rals done 1n a very, comparable style.

szteen of e1ghteen catalogued pxeces decorated w1th

. 1nc1sed l1nes vere found in stratlgraphlc contexts relevantl

to the late 51te these were almost exclus;vely concentrated

1n destructxon mater1a1 of Late Perlod I and An: M1dden 1,

‘th1ch represents occupatlon materxal of Per1od 11, The
‘concentratlon of thlS decoratlon style 1n the area of Mldden»
T and 1ts concentratlon espec1ally in Context 5% (Lowerv_‘ |
,.Mldden 1) 1nd1cates that at San Glovannl the type dates to

'the last quarter of the fourth and the flrst quarter of the:“

f1fth centur1es A, D

: All strat1£1ed sherds w1th 1nc1sed llne decoratlon are

catalogued here, 51nce the ‘majority do not betray ev1dence'

- of thelr form claSS1f1catlon.:Drawn examples ‘are. 1llustrated

on»Plate/17 I !

~ Context 3e: '”fl o c. 375 A.D./

_ "P3612 1s an example of the small globular pot w1th .

..vert1cal rim (Form 61) P1263 is a jug of uncertaln form
' CIaSSification;~Note‘that P1507 has the green15h~be1ge

'»surface that 51gn1f1es an over flred vessel in thlS ware.,

P1263 ws"'\ g l1ght orange ,‘ ,' red pa1nt n

Inc1sed wavy 21gzag llne above hor1zontal llne.

”2;f P1507 L ws‘ B greenlsh be1ge - no pa1nt

"’The plece ‘s 'in the Colchester and Essex Museum.

' Charleston notes that the. decdration. occurs on” 'Upchurchﬁ

and other Celtic-influenced grey or ‘black wares. The o
suggested date of the example is the late third or fourth °

, century A D., R. J. Charleston, Roman Pottery, (London

1955), 51-and pp. 34-35.
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Inc1sed tlght z1gzag l1ne between two horzzontal l1nes.-

/

"3} P3612 , rd 8 0 llght orange : ; redbrown palnt

Inc1sed z1gzag llne on” upper waIl ‘
| COntext 5¢ _b‘v T', e e 375-c, 425 A.D. /
o P1404* is an example of SG Fornvkl P1491* 1s a wall
' fsherd from the qyoulder of .an un1dent1f1ed jug form P1491*.;r:'
-and P1640 are fire darkened | | " . ,‘
4, “P1397  ‘ws "(, dull brown‘ ,:""rred baintf".
'.Inc1sed z1gzag llne. R | o |
| S;AvP1404*  rd 8. 0. bufff - fﬁ ; »v b .redbrown palnt
| Inc1sed z1gzag lrne between stralght l1nes, p0551ble
bnsplrals depend from lower line, | o
'6;-'P1424 “ows "redif,"'ﬁ‘» :-’?r red paxnt .
-'_Inc1sed horlzontal l1ne with dependent splral
;7,‘-P1491* ,ws ”’f' grey belge‘ ;.': grey paint
’ ~Incised 21gzag 11ne above stra1ght 11ne above z1gaag
'11ne above 11ne of upturned incised curls.,a |
ﬂ-?8. P1573 ws y; dull brown o A_d : orange brown palnt
Inc1sed relaxed wavy 11nes above stralght 11ne above
'_.part1al splrals whlch probably depend from the llne.,ﬁ
:9; P1640 :~'ws - .dark - grey | black pa1nt ‘
’.»Inc1sed 21gzag llne above hor1zonta1 line above dlagonalr
‘ 711nes._"v' | o | |
‘10;.P164Tb' vs“f i lighr oranoe 'y‘red palnt
E Incxsed double wavy zlgzag 11ne separated by a

- hor1zonta1 llne
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'_lfa1rly large Jug

Context 6* -

lshoulder of a fa1rly large un1dent1f1ed Jug form.'

‘Context. 14 ~7j_ | 7.'71 ”f'p‘.  Je. 530 A D.

195 -

',f/cr

| 425 c. 460 A.D.
P1451* 1s an example of SG. FormA61 pe,small‘glo gfarh
pot w1th vert1ca1 r1m, vhile P1452t is & walﬁg‘l”f'efrom'the

1 P1451* nvrd 9.0 orange "‘;',??7 red pa1nt"

‘ Two 11ghtly 1nc1sed zlgzag 11nes below r1m.'< »\

i12.'P1452* -_ﬁs\ co llght orange . ;‘: redbrown paxnt

Alternatlng 1nc1sed zlgzag and horxzontal llnes& ‘with

V"'dependent SpltalS.

'._13;'P1650 vS E N llght orange :’.5 brown palnt

"-Inc1sed hor1zontal llne above z:gzag 11ne,'1ntersecting -

“curved 11ne

iContext 9 f..' f - - . ”1,'f / 460 A. D

- All other examples of thls decoratlon appear on the

rshoulders of closed forms, but here the decorat1on appears>f

fon the’ 1nter10r floor of a bowl P3299 1s classed as SG Formj‘ﬂf
:f21g the bowl w1th pla1n rim. No doubt the 1ntended effect ‘
pwas a. rudlmentary 1m1tat10n of contemporary stamped and
'lgrooved Afrlcan red sllp bowls.'l / ’

: J4.‘P3299 - .bd 9. 0 ' orange ém-g' - 'redbronn parnt‘

,f Two 1nner 1nc1sed llnes, three 1nc1sed 21gzag 11nes.:

--u»

Another example of the decoratlon style appears 1n

1top501l again close to the area of M1dden I " The form is a

\

"15 P1186 v ws B dull brown irf." brown pa1nt

\
TWO 1nc1sed 21gzag lanes separated by stralght 11ne.,

i
o
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Co-bxng and Wavy Co-b;ng ‘F;,' o t..f o \“ |
| The freehand drawn 1nc1sed line decorat1on was replaced
I’on the San Glovann1 51te at the beg1nn1ng of the second
quarter of the f1th century A.D. by a)new style of
decorat1on drawn around the pot w1th a four— or f1ve toothedA
narrow comb. as the pot turned on the wheel h
There is a 11m1ted amount of varlety 1n the - appllcat1on
s of comb1ng A 11ne of wavy comblng may appear alone, or a
xlrne or l1nes of wavy comb1ng may" be comblned w1th strazght

L
horlzontal l1nes of comblng The wavy combed llnes may be

o more or less loosely drawn. Comb1ng 1s a s1mp1e but V1suallyb
2'wvery effectlve decoratlon style.. ‘ |
| “h Wh11e the 1nc1sed decoratlon was done after the
__Tappllcatlon of . the palnt, the var1et1es of combed decoratlon'
"were always applled on the/wheel whlle the vessel was be1ng ‘
worked and therefore before the appllcatlon of the palnt
‘~Thls means that the decoratlon style could be very ea511y

o

1ntegrated 1nt0'a commerc1a1‘manufactur1ng process.

A Although th1s decoratlon style 1s more. common than
other types of decoratlon at San G1ovann1, it does not -

' appear on more than flfteen percent of San G1ovann1
;catalogued examples of the ware. Combed decorat1on 1sv'
aSSOC1ated w1th the large forms of late Roman pa1nted common

' ,ware at San Glovannl' 1t is most common on the flanged
‘spouted bowl (SG Form 42) (e1ghteen of forty seven examples)",

. and the W1de mouthed jar (SG Form 43) (eleven of forty sevend.

.'”examples), and seems. to have been 1ntroduced as a duitable
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decoratzon for these forms. It also appears on a var1ety of
other late forms in the ware. Its appearance on closed forms
’1s notably rare. ‘ R ‘ | _
| Comb1ng appears in d1verse cultural per1ods."‘ Wavy
‘comb1ng is common all around the Med1terranean from the
fourth century A.D. It appears on, the palnted common ware
from San G10vann1r and on a small percentage of the examplesﬁ
lr‘of the related wares from Calle di Tr1car1co and from the
aCastrum excavatlon'at Metaponto.-. . -
- At Lunl examples of wavy comblng on. common ware
lamphoras- were found in surface contexts dated from the
“fourth ‘to seventh centurles ‘A.D, tss At Alblntlmlllum, it -
'Joccurs on wall sherds in a late Roman context.'®*¢ A s1ngle

,example of the decorat1on style occurs among material from

the church at Santa Prlsca in Rome-"7 there are examples

)

__—a__'_—.a.__——_..__——

g"‘Comblng and wavy comblng were commonly used by Gaulish
- peoples as. pottery ‘decoration in Republlcan times. Lamboglia
notes an._example of combed decorat10n in a late. Republlcan

t-,context at- Alb1nt1m111um, and compares it to a piece of the

- fifth century B.C. from the excavation by Almagro at .
‘Ampurias; cf. M. Almagro in ‘"Ceramica griega gris del siglo

VI y.V antes de J. C. en Ampurias", Rjvista di Studi ‘Liguri
40-(1949), p. 121. Lamboglia sees the decoration style as’

- showing the continuation of a Massiliote (&6r Phocaean)

- ceramic tradition down to ‘Augustan times. The particular ,
_piece at Albintimilium. is a .thin- walled wall sherd in a pale
grey ware, Albintimilium (1950), fig. 70 and p. 130, no. 6.
~'’*Antonio Frova, ed., Scavi di Lunl Relazione prelrmlnane
delle campaghe. di scavo 1970-1971, in three volumes, (Rome,
1 1973), CM 1844, .pl. 111, fig. 3, cols. 221 and 454 .et al.
"‘Lamboglla, AlblntlmLJJum (1950),, flg 102, no. 132 and p.
179; fig. 99, no. 61 and p. 172, ' R
"’Vermaseren and Van. Essen, 31965), pl. CXXV no. -3. -
. '**Cf. O. von Hessen (1966), pls. 14 and 15' also (1968 P,
7 and pl 20, - nos. 79, 100 and 1071, S
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from the Lombard tombs at F1esole, '5"at~Mazzano""and“at
the V1lla of the late Emp1re at Piazza Armerlna in
' Slc11y. | |
There is no f£irm cohéenéus'on a date for the wtdespread:
;appearance of comblng and wavy comblng in Italy. T. W.
LPotter has suggested that wavy comb1ng may be of 1mportance
‘tln f1ll1ng the gap in datable materlal wh1ch occurs from -
abt®ut 600 to the eighth century A. D., but th1s suggest1on
has been rejected by Dav1d Whltehouse, who asserts that 1t
‘vls 1mpossxble to find spec1a1 chronolog1cal 51gn1f1cance in
the appearance of comblng and wavy comblng 1n med1eval
contextsr |
Proofhtor.the'existence'of a:Mediterranean—“or
;éuropean wlde cultural context in the early med1eval perlod
is necessarlly weak’ because of the fragmentary nature of the
4ev1dence, but 15 supported by the very w1de geographlc rangef
of wavy comblng and stick- drawn wavy ‘lines throughout the
lmedleval period. ’ | ‘ .
',Published_eaampiesIShow #ayy_cohbing~usedxto decorate

I

——————_——_—_.————-——

"’Cf T. W. Potter, “Excavatlons in the Medleval Centre of
‘Mazzano -Romano", PBSR 40 (1972), fig. 5, esp. sherds § and -
6. Potter suggests an eight or n1nth century date for these
pleces,,largely based on a very late date for Forum ware, P.
142, - .
200CF, Carmlne Ampolo et al., "La v1lla del Casale a P1azza
. Armerina”, MEFR 83 (1971) fig. 160 and p. 272.

.- 201Cf, T. W, Potter, "Recenti ricerche" (1975), pp 220 221,
_where he also lists several more unpubllshed Itallan ,
'findspots of combing and wavy comblng. Against this, cf

'Whltehouse,’"Medleval Palnted Pottery (1978) p. 478,
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‘thevheavy rim of a jar at Pompaelo in Spain,"’ In fourth
and partxcularly fxfth century contexts at Con1mbrxga in
Portugal it is used to decorate a number of heavy forms not
known at San Glovann1..ﬁ’ It also appears on unfam111ar,'
forms from f1fth and 51xth century contexts at Kh1rbat
al Karak in the Jordan Vakley 304
The earl1est context in- whlch the decoratlon appears on

'the San Gxovannl site is Upper Midden I (Context 6*), 1n.
f1ve of the seven cases on the flanged spouted bowl. (Form
42), whlch flrst occurs in th1s context. The decoratlon
‘,therefore certalnly does not appear before 425 A D. at San
‘Giovanni; and it essentlally replaces the freehand drawn'h
‘1nc1sed decoratlon, whlch seems to- end c. 425 A. D.n |
| . Wavy comblng appears in. Contexts 6* 9, 12% (Mldden
'IV), 134 and 14 (see Table VI) Elghteen of f1fty catalogued
.examples appear in Context 12* Its marked assoc1at1on with
Perlod 11T contexts at San Glovannl suggests that 1t is not
really establlshed before the mlddle of the flfth century
A.D. S _

| ‘Since this style of decoratlon 1s very common at San
Giovanni and has usually been catalogued on p1eces Whlch :

—— g . — —— - - ————

"zeaM A, Mezquiriz de Catalan, La excavacion estPatlgFaflca
de Pompaelo I, (Pamplona; 1958) fig. 132, no. 26 and p. 283;
the context is th1rd or . fourth century A.D. accordlng to the

. excavator. ' .
*°3Conimbriga V. (1975) pl. XLI, flg. 787 et al. and note on

page 103.
*e4p. Delougaz and R. C Halnes, A Byzantlne Church at
‘Khlrbat al-Karak, (U. of Chicago, 1960); there is an

“._unfamiliar jar form in a soft pinkish fabric with red -

‘painted bands, pl. 39, fig. 12; also wall sherds w1th the
combing usedevertically, pl. 42. , ,
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' have a specifzc form, indiv1dua1 examples are not listed
here, but are noted w1th the catalogue of forms, except for d‘
nthe p1ece below. , | | v ' ‘ , - ‘
'Context 6* S " | . ‘/ 425-'6.’ 460 A’D /,'

‘ P1094* (Plate 15) bears an unusual appllcat1on of
.vd1scont1nuous wavy comblng in cr1sscross dlagonal lines to
the lower exterlom wall. of a 1arge flat base, it may be the
'base of a flanged bowl (SG Form 42) -

.P1094*> ‘bd 16.5 \dull brown . “"brown'hlaok'paintf

.Stxck Drawn Wavy anes
A very S1mple Sthk dragn wavy 11ne is used rarely as -

an alternat1Ve to- comblng to ornament the shoulder of

B vessels There are only six examples of th1s decoratlon B

o

“style in. strat1f1ed late contexts from -San Glovannl.'

| . Four forms are represented the flanged spouted bowl
(P1990%, SG Form 42, Pl? :); ‘the. wlde*mouthed jar (P3761"'
ddSG Form 43), the w1de mouthed spouted bowl Wlth car1nated
,\wall’(?3113* Form 45 Pl 14) and the double handled pot; |
‘with triangular rim (P3736* SG Form 51 Var1ant, Pl 15)..
: »Anlexamole of th1s type of decoratlon was seen in the-
rMuseo ﬁidolahat Matera on. a t1ny jug wh1ch\was excavated ,’>

'from'late Roman‘tombs at Calle d1 Tr1car1co 1n 1932 208 The .

___——_——_-_————_.—_

2937he jug is- dlsplayed in Case CXVIII For the excavatlon;f_
cf. E, Mele,,"Trlcarzco. Necropoli romana ad 1numaz1one in

. Calle" NSA 1935, 120 190 ff., and cf.}also Bracco,. NSA '
~1949 pp. 132 ff. v
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l Jug has no equivalent form clasaification at San Giovanni. o
7Three stick- dravn 1ines decorate the ahoulder of a 1arge.
"globular ‘pot w:th vertxcal rim from the Caetrum excavation
at Metaponto. Agaxn, the form has no parallel at San ' |

Giovann1.!" Both pieces 1mpress me as likely to be laterf

‘chan the forms from San Gzovann:.'

In northern Italy, stxck drawn wavy llnes occur on late."

/p1eces at @1b1nt1m111um’°i and. at Lunl, where the decoration‘
;style appears 1n the same fourth to seventh century contexts
- as comb1ng.3°' They also appear as decoratlon on heavy

_carinated: ba51ns from Ost1a.’°’ Out51de Italy, the N
\ T L

—.;decorat1on occurs int contexts of the fourth to 51xth *

+ - vertical- 1ndentatxons decorate th

l'centurles A D at the Athenlan Agora"° and on 51xth century

. amphoras at Saraghane near Istanbul 2
T The ev1dence from San Glovannl 1mpl1es that Stlck drawny

“wavy 11nes are contemporary w1th comblng and wavy comb1ng.

¢ . . . ’ ‘ - J .

- . . ‘ . ’ ! N S
¢ ’ . g o . - ™

106 he jug d1splayed had no v151ble 1nventory number _If\ .
~.estimated a - rim diameter of about. 15 /cms for- this Jug,,and a
_maximum diameter of between 25 to 30 cms. The piece has a -
‘horizontal handle on its lower shoulder and a line of .
exterlor of its thlckened

'vert1cal rim.
v"°’Lambogl1a, Albintimilium (1950)
S resScavi di Luni (1973) C 312, :pl. 73, flg 27, col. 421,-

et al, B

- 21°0stia 1 (1968) pl RXII, XXIII
.. The context is dated to .the thlrd -century A.D.
-,"“Accordlng to M. Gianelli, Ostia I (1968), p; 96 - o
**'J.  W. Hayes, "A Seventh Century Pottery Group ’ p.,215 in
. "Egpavations at Saraghane", by R. Martin Harrison and Ne21h.
- Firatli, Dumbarton Oaks Papers 22 (19687 pp. 201-216." The .

context 1s dated c. 550- 650 + A D. A '

’ fxgs. 430 435 and p. 96

. >

e

, p. 177, ‘fig. 32._,\; A
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Context 6s o /e, 425-c. 460 A.D./
- _P134ia is a_wall sherd trom thq nhoolder of -a fairly
large unidentified jug form.

1. P1341s  ws light orange  red pnint
\ Stick-drawn vavy lineu a\ternate with groovcu.\

| Context 12* S ‘ ~\ /e. 460-c, 530 A.D. /
2f.4P3113t= rd 22’0 light o:ange ' red paint

Double txght wavy‘lxne drawn with double- pointed stick
above carxnation.

3. P3761  rd 44.0 dull brown dark brown paint

Two stick-drawn wavy lines ‘and grooves in wall.
Context 13+ L : ~ /c. 530 A.D. ‘
4. P1990% ‘rd 37.0 orange B ' brown paint

; R1dged rim and flange, wavy stick-drawn line on flange.'
Context 14 =~ = 1 _ o - ’ /c. 530 +- K.D.4
5. ?1069 . ws Ji light orange” . orafiige paint
Double wavy 11ne drawn wlth double po1nted st1ck.‘i
6. P3736% rd 14.0 llght orange B llght orange pa1nt.

Stick- drawn wavy 11ne on shoulder.

ﬂ ,
Stabbed Combxng //
thle comblng and wavy comb1ng are the most common
decoratlon style ‘seen’ on the . 1ate Roman palnted common ware
"at San G10vann1, a related type of décoratlon, stabbed

combing forming vert1cal~l1nes of‘dots-on the rim or wall,

is very rare. Off the site, an example of this decoration
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style appears vith other combed docouuon on c:onn vare ot
B the !ourth%ind fifeh c.ntury A.D. at Clrthaqn."'
Itfqpponru on the rim of SG Porm 64, which seems to be
an early form in the vare, and twice on vall sherds which
~ are from the shoulders of unidentified jug forms. Since it
| is so rare, it is impossible to dato thil type nccuratoly.
but it aecmo to appear earlier than other combed decoration.
Examplos arc 1llustrated on Plate 17,
Context 5s n | /c. 375-c. 425 A.D./
P1237¢_ig the;shoulder‘of a.jug, P1554s is a bowl or
jar with flared bim (§G'Form 64). A rim of the same form,
‘Wwith very similar stabbed combing, was fbund in topsoil in
Zone 1. 4 ‘ . | | |
1. P1237« ws orange | \nO‘pain;
2, ?1554§‘ rd 19.0 dull grey brown  'no paint

pe

Context 13s | - /c. 530 A.D.

P1326% is a wall sherd from the shoulder of an
unidentified globular jug form. ‘The stabbed combzn?/ﬂas been
drawn sllghtly horizontally. .

3. P1326«% wS . light orange - red}péint
Fine Horizontal Striations onvLower Exte:ibf Wwall .

Déliberétely drawn fine horizontal ridges or striations

are fairly’ common as a decorative motlf on the ware, usually

o

2373, Deneauve, “Un depot01r paleochret1en sur la coll1ne de
Byrsa a Carthage", Antfquftes Africaines 8 (1974), p. 143,
f1g 10, 18, \ _ '
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»

appear1ng on the 1ower thlrd of the exterior wall and over
. the bottom of the base. The str1at1on l;nes are spaced from
o to, 3 mms apart, and are 1rregularly shallé@f drawn with a
‘comb while the pot turned on the wheel.

Thls decoratlon type appears on bowls, serv1ce p1eces
’such as the wxde-mouthed Jar, and occasxonally on jugs or
»amphoras. Because the decorat1on is restrlcted to the base
of the vessel, it is- llkely that it is underrepresented on
catalogued examples of closed forms, since most. catalogued
examples of these forms are rims. Bowls are more l1kely to
yield cbmplete proflles,‘s1nce relat1ve1y more sherds from
‘bowls are dlagnostlc, encouraglng reconstructlon, and |
ltherefore a relatlvely large number of bowls with this
ddecoratlon style have been 1dent1f1éﬂ | |

The only example of th1s decoratlon whlch I have noted
from another site was on a large base, probably of an |
‘amphora, among the late Roman palnted common ware from Calle
d1 Tr1car1co."‘3 At San G1ovann1, it first appears 1n
Context’ 9 (P1738 the base of an amphora, and P1889* ’the
base of a small closed jug), wh1ch suggests a date after 460
‘. A.D. It is especzally common on bowls in- Context 12% (Mldden
\srv). Nine of-seventeen catalogued examples appear in th1s -
context; of the nine, seven'are bowls;UThe distribution of
the catalogued eXamples suggests that the type appears after

the middle of the flfth century A.D.

—_——-——————-—_——_a—.—

. 3'3For details on the collectlon, see note 149. The

particular piece has a very sl1ghtly defined pad base, a
base diameter of about 16 cms, ‘and is very hard-flred.

"
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: Ordlnary examples of this decorat1on style are noted as,
“they appear in the catalogue of forms. An unusual -and -
| probably late, related decoratlon style is’ l1sted here.;
Context 14 ‘ |

In- thlS case, the hor1zontal str1at1ons appear on the
shonlder of a vessel wh1ch 1s probably a jug, and the area -
is llghtly 1ndented by a Sthk held sllghtly off the

vertlcal

- 1. P1088 Cws - light brown e . dark brown paint

& .

~J. Forms of Painted Common.ﬁare‘at San Giovanni
o Late Roman painted common ware at San Giovanni appears
1n'a w1de var1ety of forms, including"jugs,‘bowls-and large,'
service pleces Most of-these are distinctively"
characteristic of the ware;vtheir identification is
_therefore usually a f1rm crlterlon for the ware.

| Forty three forms have been 1dent1f1ed on the San-
Giovann1-51te- of these, three, almost equally common, are
vdomlnant and recur repeatedly w1th llttle change. They are‘ﬁ
the small amphora (SG Form T), the flanged spouted bowl (SG
Form 42), -and the. deep w1de mouthed storage jar with heavy
rolled rim (SG Form 43),

Certaln other forms of jugs, seryice pieces, bowls and;

pots are also'particularlz'characteristic'ofvthe’warer In

addition, a variety of small and. large pots,  jugs, pitchers, ,
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bowls and lids appear as unique or very unusual forms.
1 have~grouped thejforms}in:thefwarelunder{fOUr .
”ihead1ngs-( ‘J‘ | - ‘ | '_ A L
f1.” Closed Forms. Small Amphora, Jugs, Pltchers (SG Forms
"1—12) | | | | |

2. Bowls' Open Forms for Ind1v1dual Table Serv1ce -
. \ .

a. jForms Spec1f1c to Late Roman Palnted N
Common Ware (SG Forms 21 24)
b, . Forms Im1tat1ng Imported Fine Wares (SG

'ivForms 28- 34)

3. dserv1ce Pleces' Open- Forms De51gned for Food‘
‘Preparatlon, Storage and General Table Serv1ce (SG Forms.
'341»53) | | |
’4;fAMlscellaneous. M1n1atures, les (SG Forms 61 67)

Forms‘

;thln these ‘major groups are numbered in the
'order 1n wh ch they appear in chronologlcally oréered
‘_stratlgr ic- contexts~ the relatlve order of*the number 3
".w1th1n the category shows a presumed chronolog1cal

, relatlonshlp .

’ " The - forms of the late Roman palnted common ware present'

some SpeCIal d1ff1cult1es in terms of cla551f1catlon. Many
are not perfectly SYmmetrlcal around a vertical ax1s, for""”
instance p1nched rlms, spouts, handles%ﬂ?d applled |

f‘decoratlon occur on. some catalogued pleces but are mlss1ng

on others which are in fact examples of the same form.

‘ ;Because very few pleces can be con51dered to be complete

3 proflles, absolute certa1nty of_the essentlal
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»fcharacterlstxcs of a form cannot be achleved

. Complete proflles ex1st for only e1ght forms: of closed‘

"vessels, the jug w1th plaln carmnated r1m (fEﬂFZ}m 2) of

_howls(-the-bowl:w1th plaln r1m (sG Form 21), the bowl w1th
lipped carinated rimhand7hase ring (SG Form 24) the small'
: bowl w1th l1pped rim (SG Form 24 Var1ant) ‘and the bowl w1th
ew1de horlzontal scalloped rim (SG Form 32) .of service
, pleces,‘the w1deamouthed jar (SG Form 53) and the funnel
'w1th.car1nated r1m (SG Form 53)' of mlscellaneous forms, the‘:
',small globular pot w1th vert1ca1 rim (SG Form 61) Forms for‘
3.which_complete proflles exlstvare underllned In additioh,jav
!~reconStruction of the complete proflle of the small amphora
hw(SG Form 1) is 5uggested on good 8v1dence.»l ‘
: The numbers of p1eces whlch are 1llustrated (Plates 6
'.to 17) are marked with a star. Pieces for wh1ch complete
‘ proflles ex1st are 1ta11c1zed Profxles to scale for vthe
’hcatalogued pleces allow them to be accurately a551gned to

s

" form classtlcatlons,,

‘Closed FormS'-‘ ‘ B

h The most numerous closed form is the small amphora'
‘forty one examples were. catalogued in late per1od |
‘ustratlgraphlc contexts on the San G10vann1 s1te. It is- the
most" common of all the forms in late Roman palnted common
; ware Both the small amphora and the smaller jug w1th pla1n |

carlnated r1m are. characterlst1c of the ware These two

forms_vary very.llttle chronolog;cally,
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Less common jug and pltcher forms also'occur 1n the
1_"ware.,They show -a great deal of var1atxon"1t is d1ff1cult
- to def1ne conv1nc1ng class1f1cat1ons of form for the:'
'fmajorxty of these. R1ms in partlcular seem to be affected byt
. changes 1n fash1on;_R1dged rlms tend to appear in contextsei
"of the m1d f1fth century A. D ‘and knobbed r1ms in. those‘of”
1 the secondﬁhalf of the century. (A parallel trend can-be'
>seen 1n.the bowl forms ) | ”.7
,In'general‘ closed forms have vert1cal strap handlesr»A”

" variant, altwisted,handle; occurs}on ‘one’ jug,form;(éGiForm
- 5) and‘a somevhatisimilar handle’appears onfan emamplenof

W

]

:'the p1tcher W1th tref01l r1m (SG Form 12) Other examples of\.
bthls type ‘of handle cannot be ass1gned to a part1cular form'ﬁ
The larger closed forms have very round globular -

: bodles, wh1le smaller ones tend to be pear shaped Most
‘closed forms in late Roman palnted common ware at San

) Glovannl have simple flat or nearly flat bases--only ‘a very

: few examples of pad bases and bases Wlth base rlngs have‘

: been dlscovered. e | | | |

| There is no certaln example'of decoratlon on a small
"amphora or on a Jug w1th pla1npcar1nated r1m. A few jugs andl»
,pltchers do have wavy comblng, and- thlS decorat1on also I

~ 6ccurs on two;wall sherds from;unldentlf;ed closed'forms.,

“Form 1- Small Amphorai
Forty one examples of the. late RomanncommOn'ware Small

amphora were-catalogued on the San Giovanni site. It is the
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‘most common form in the ware.'. o | |
The form is- dlst1ngu1shed by a thlckened 11R, w1th a -

L‘sllght rkdge below, a -short neck, and a very round - body Thef‘

"",double strap handles are smoothed on at the 11p~and extend ‘

:~0ut perpend1cularly to the r1m of the amphora, bend1ng
‘iaround a - nlnety degree angle to meet the upper body No
:‘certaxn example wzth base complete or 1dent1f1ab1e has been
pexcavated A plaxn flat base is l1kely, 51nce thls is by far
'hthe most common base for both open and closed forms. A base
Ewhlch 1s most llkely to be that of a small amphora (P3826*)
is catalogued below.v N ‘fj‘ _7_‘ R
3 The " small amphora‘1s con51stent in 51ze..The r1m<
'fdlameter of .the form ranges from 8.0 to 11. 0 cms. A llkely
reconstructlon of the amphora can be suggested using the
;.ev1dence of rim and handle P1469* body ‘P3824% and base -
| P3826* all of wh1ch are compatlble 1n 51ze.»The dlmen51ons .
jln centlmeters of the resultlng hypothetlcal 'type plece
-gare;as follows.'r1m dlameter SLD max1mum d1ameter 24, 0
| “base diaaeéef‘13 0, he1ght 32 O wall thlckness O 55 ThlS ;:
—~1s a typ1ca1 S1ze for the form, wh1ch held about two 11ters
of liquid. y | e .
' As. thejform'ls closedjfthe‘ca5ual'applioation‘of paintf
typ1ca1 of the ware is found on the exterlor and Just over .

';the 1n51de of the rim only Although the color of surface

| ,yand palnt can vary a good deal of . forty one examples, only

_one plece is not1ceably over- f1red (P3545) and no example

" is underflred



0rd1nar1ly the form bears no plast1c decorat;on except
wfor a. very sllght rldge on the neck Just below the er.'A,
‘base 1n M1dden IV (P3826*) has the fa1nt horlzontal B

u'strlatrons on the exter1or whlch are a character1st1c

"'decoratlon of the ware. (but not necessarlly of the small

lamphora) in. the second half of the f1fth century A, D
Wh11e the ‘small amphora is the most common form 1n late
E pa1nted common ware at San G1ovann1, certa1n examples from
other 51tes are rare. Two were seen among the p1e¢es of late
.pa;nted common ware’ from Calle d1 Trlcarlco. One Was exactly‘
AN51m11ar to the most common ver51on of. the form at San
.pG1ovann1; The r1m dlameter of the plece 1s 11 centlmeters., .
_Another,,W1th a sllghtlyvlarger r1m (12 cms in dlameter)
]not1ceab1y th1n walled and has three to four del1cate
.grooves Just below the rounded rxm. A form S1m11ar to the
small amphora has also been attested in the Blferno valley
~h1n the Mollse,"‘ and a form from Lucera 1n a poss1bly
ﬁmedleval context ‘may" qptually be an. example of the small_:
',amphora., | ' o | |
The form undergoes practlcally no. varlatlon from its o
';flrst appearance on. the San Glovann1 s1te c. 375, A D. to the
‘end of the,51te in the early 51xth century A‘D., although
fthere 1s ‘some correlat1on of thlnner walled amphoras w1th
7early contexts. | o | o
'IT?;IEQ;EQ';;5;;;' pers. comm.;'MarchilS; 1980{”see7no£ér7
_:1§§Wh;tehouse; "Lucera!,(1§66);{see noteiaboverr' |
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Context 3 B ‘f,v,l, «"‘:‘.'ud. 375 A.D. /-
One example of ‘the . amphora appears in th1s, the
, earl1est datable context in wh1ch late Roman palnted common

' ,ware appears on the San Glovannz s;te. P1510 is rather

th1n-wa11ed ‘ ” ) | -
i[1. p1s}o> ,rd 9. 0. Cbuff red'ro‘redbrowht
d‘Cohtext74», e S 375 A, D.?
2;AP3832i";12.0 . érey_browd : dark brown palnt
'.: Context 5+ <>:’ﬁ‘- . JL‘d l , '_‘/c, 375-c. 425 A.D./

: Two of the examples in lower M1dden I are thln walled .

;and qu1te del1cate

3. P1320 - rd 9.5 Cbuff . red paint:'
4. 1349 rd 8.0 ,bdff‘ .| black paint
'15{ Plﬁﬂs'l rd_8,5 ~ bpff l ~_: v L redbrown pa1nt

| Context‘G* Le'* R e "; . »'/c. 425-c. 460 A. D. /
-Two of these p1eces are th1n walled and qu1te del1cate‘

‘;(91131 P1440).

6.’P]131ﬁf 1rd.9.0_:iorangeﬂ : ,Q <»'orange‘paintj
.7;:P1133 1 ‘rd 11 Ol'orange f‘“'j ‘ ?bright drahoevpalnt }

8. P1184s | rd 10,0 buff " brown.black paint
- Faint rldges at r1m.‘ : D ) - o .vf,,ﬂi
9j;p144o,' rd 10 0 dull brown = - "Lbrownfblack;palht

- 10;fPl954,» Mrd TOWO l1ght orangel ”3» lred.paintv |

REN P1962. rd 11 0 buff ,‘i; .. " brown black.oaint f
| Fa1nt rldges at rim. o | ' | '

12.‘93065'“.,rd 11, 0 l1ght orange_‘~ _ dark brown paint-7



3.
14.

P1629
P1900

Context 9

15f

16,
17

- 18,
19.

20.

21,

22.

Every amphora in thlS group is from Room 5

P1469%

P1471

‘rd 11.0

rd,9.0‘

Faint ridges at rim..

rd 9.0

bd 8.5

- P1629 is unusually th1ck walled
rd 11,0 buff =

-lightﬁorengep

buff

orange -

buff

212

redbrown palnt

' brown pa1nt

460 + A.D,
redbrown paint

red paintrl

: orange pa1nt‘

Very fine horlzontal strlatlons on lower wall,

P1873 .
P1875
P1876

P3005

P3096

rd 9,5v_

| rd,Q.C.
‘rd 8.0
'ird'9,o

rd 9.0

oContext’12*'~l

]v23,

" 25,

27,
28.
29,
30.

orange"

':buffl.'
.ouff,

§u11]broﬁn

orange '

orange'palnt't

i cred'orangerpaint, 

N red orange paint

brown paiht'

”Vred orange paint

460 c' 530 A.D. /

A large base (P3826*) of a closed form 1s 1ncluded w1th

!

' P3268

P3269

P3341
P3394
P3476

P3751

- rd 8.0
rd 9.0
‘.rd‘§r5f 
r6<J0.0
rd 10.0

rd 8;5f

_thls group.’ i
P1774 "rd‘s;s/ buf f
24. P3216% rd 8.5 buff

fBoth handles preserved.
~dull’ brown

1ight orangé

orange

_light orange -
FOrénge] ‘

1ight;orange,)'

- redbrown paint

redbrown paint

~ dark brown paint

redbrown paint

_red paint
 red paint'_»
" red pa1nt

'_redbrown palnt -
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| B

,31t;P3754\’ ‘bd 13.0 11ght orange B 'brown'paint

| Flne\hor1zontal str1at1ons on lower wall and base.:

| 32.fP3824*‘, mda24.0 11ght orange S ‘ red,parnt o

»'.;Palnt 1nd1cates two handles. | ‘” ,'. | o

”33. P3825 rd 8.0 l1ght orange‘,‘, | dark‘redppaint

-f%;. P3826i;' bd 13 0 buff ‘ ] '; \“',- brown palntl

'\.Falnt fine str1at1ons on lower wall _ |

Context 13* : ﬁji | l‘,' L /C3 530 A.D./ f b
Of the follow1ng examples, P1945 and P3711 are" |

,unusually th1n walled

35. P1945 B rd58.0- - orange - -, red paint

36. P204Q' ,rd\TOQO":buff'to'brown | brown paint ‘”

37. P3ﬁ88 . rd 9;bf 'pale‘buffe o : c'dark red palnt
"38.:P354S ﬁf'rdjlb}b »greenishpheige 1 ,\black palnt v

39. P3631 'rd:1010t,light oranged r"~‘redbrqwn'paint'

0. 3711 rd 11.0 light oranée,‘-'v‘ redbrownipaint','»
'_Cohtekt-14”,r,j . /&, 530 + A.D.
';41}'P3286va rd 16;0 light orange'-lv | red’hrown paint-:

Form 2: Jug with'PIain"'Car"inated'R‘im
“The jug w1th plain carlnated rim is another

-

B characterlstlc long- 11ved form in the palnted common ware
The form has a plaln narrow carlnated r1m and a rather short
'neck There 1s a range of var1at1on in the rim treatment
but the rim always ‘gives the 1mpre551on of be1ng 51mple and

carlnated A few examples surv1ve complete w1th a 51ngle
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:,handle.~The handle is more roqnd 1n sect1on than the strap
dvhandles of - the small amphora'(SG Form 1) A s1mp1e flat basef
| survives for P3267*. It is not 1llustrated but closely
- resembles base P1889*. | | _ ,
| Most examples of the form are smaller ‘than the amphora,‘
' but a few early examples have a comparable r1m dlameter.‘
_fThese larger examples have a very round globular body, l1ke
{4that of the amphora, wh1le the'more common smaller examples
have a pear- shaped body.- | w N
P3267* has f1ne horlzontal strlatlons on the lower wall
and base, a decoratlve technlque whlch appears 1n the
m1d f1fth‘century A, D. and is common on ‘coarse and plain
. wares in contexts of the second half of the f1fth century
A.D. on the San Gaovannl 51te. Ordlnarlly the form 15 not
"decorated,_‘ | » | | _
"'Small-yersions_of this type of jug appear among the_
smaterlal from.Calle'dl Trlcarlco.‘ At San G1ovann1, the
’earlLest context 1n7wh1ch the form appears is Lower Mlddenm
1; it therefore may'appear on the San Glovannl slte as earlyt

as'c. 375 A. D. The form contlnues to the end of the 51te

| nithsno 51gnlf1cant change,'

;;__;;_)__;;__;_;_‘ : ; . -
" 31¢A number of examples of this form, from Calle di
Tricarico and elsewhere, were discussed by Maria’ Rosaria'

~ Salvatore-in her paper "La ceramica tardo-romana e L
‘alto-medievale in Puglia e Basilicata alla luce delle ultlme-«
- scoperte” presented at a Tavola Rotonda on the excavation

at San Glovann1 in Rome’, July 4,a1981 Publ1cat10n of papers -
from the. conference ‘is planned : . 1
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‘ Cbntext 5* ’- o « ">”. ’ 'f/o, 375—c; 425 A D /

| 91361 is Judged to belong to the the late Roman painted“
fcommon ware by form and fabrxc. It does not, however, bear
tfany trace of pa1nt Whether thxs is because 1t vas never B
",pa1nted or because a: thxn appllcat1on of pa1nt has worn away:

;_cannot be determzned thh certaznty | ‘ |

';l. 91361 rd 9 0 ‘ pale buff surface 4no paint

2. P2502 «Ard 9.0 - l1ght orange ,('f red paint
' Sharply carlnated r1m. g g;f~," l" - ) "'~l",a_v
Context. 7 f': | -~‘; S el 340mc, 460 A.D.

A rldge on- the shoulder of Jug P3669* is the only .

decorat1on certalnly appear1ng on the form

3. P3568" _rd 7’5, 3l;ght orange  o dark brown palnt N

4{‘ 93569,‘.,fa‘9,b' _llght.orahge . dark red‘palntvi[

'Context 8i‘ o -"V(' - 469,hgb}/l‘

5. p1s3ea td 6.0 orange . S no’.:‘paiht‘:‘
‘,.Context 9~ ,d"‘ ‘1"fi-d ‘! ; ,/o;14607f A.b(

P1889* is a flat baSezwhioh belongs-to a small

- pearrshaped“jug‘form,-qu1te p0551b1y SG Form 2 It is~very

.lmoch,lihe_the base of P3267* ' B o
6. iP1524“\"rd 6(5,‘ l1ght orahge'rhb‘ vred'paiht'
7. P1861 . ird_SlSJ pale boff‘" - brown black pa1nt
'8; P1889*\. bd_d.s - dullrbroﬁn R redbrown paxnt
',_f_Context 12* Vo ) o '»4 ; /C; 460—c. 530;A,Dl

The r1m of P3351* is almost complete,.indicatlng_that‘ e
 the form has a S1ng1e handle, in thls-case a‘strap‘hahdle

w1th a grooved back.
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10.
11.
12.

P3134s
P3147

P3193

P3267*

rd 5.0'
rd 5.0
rd'§.5"
rd 5.5

bd 7.0
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buff ;U, X brown paint

dark grey‘brown}‘probably fire damage .
iight orange red paint - |
‘light orange 'vdark red pajnt |

Wide shalloﬁ groove in rim, finelhorizontal'striations

on lower wall and base.

13. P3351% rd’6.5 light‘oranée i red to redbrown

“ | to dulllbroyn. ' pa1nt
| ,Wide shallow groove in rim. “ <
‘l4;3P3477 rd 7.0  light orange d Aredbroﬁn paint
Context 13s | " /c. 530 A.D./
15, P3Bl1 ‘rdAG.b' slight orange l "'redbrownApaint'
Context 14 | /c. 530 + A.D.
16. P1064 rd 5.5  buff brown black paint
17. P1066 handle bdull broﬁn\': . brown black_paint
18. P3047 rd 6.0 - dull brown . dark brown baintw
19. P3659  rd 6.0 tbrown ~'_ . darkyréd paint
Eorm 3° Pitcher with FlaredtTrefoiI Rim

-Form 3 1s a pltcher w1th a flared plnched rim and

»sllght offset where the neck and shoulder Jjoin. All three

examples catalogued here have a carlnated neck. The form 1sf‘k

"essent1ally the same ‘as SG Form 12 but the latter has the

r1dged rim whlch commonly appears in contexts of the’ second

half of the f1fth century A D SG Form 3 seems’ to be typlcal‘
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of Period II on the San Giovnnni site.
Context S5 : /e. 375-c.’ 425 A.D./
Neither example of.the form in Lower Nidden I has any

’

preserved decoration.

1. P1396  rd 6.0 light orange red paint
2, P1551  rd 6.0 dull brown . black paint

Context 6+ o /c. 425-c. 460 A.D./
| P1151* may actually deserve a separate classxflcatxon,
as there is no evidence of a pinched rim. I& has been

dxscolored by fire; the fabrxc of P1554* (SG Form 64) in_

Lower Midden I and P1297% (SG Form 63) in Upper Midden I has"

the same effect.

3. P1 151* rd 8 0 duljgrey bro

%x
- Form 4: Jug or Pitcher w1th 'Slightly Flared Rim

This form has a_ve:y slightly flared rim and plain
rather sho:t‘neck; two of the examples lisied cleafly have
'pinched rims. The body of P3285¢ is véry_rouhd, which seéms
" to be typical of larger versions of closeé forms in-lgte_
Roman painted commpn ware.’Since the first context in which
the form oécdrs,is Upper‘Midden I, it appea:é in theisecéﬁd
| Quarter‘of the fifth century A;D.» IR T |
Context 6% = : | /c. 425-c. 460 A.D./

Only scraps of the. r1m§of this form occur in thlS
context. Estlmate\_of rim dlameter may be inaccurate if the

rim was’ actually pinched to form a spout..

o8
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1. P1]18  rd 10.0 dull brown = vho,paints

‘ 2. P1136 " rd 9. 0 orange no oaint
Context 124-' N | /c. 460-c> 530 A. D. /

3. P3219 , 7(0 “lzght orange . red pa1nt
| | P1nched r1m. | ‘ | 1 :
Context (2 B /c. 530 + A.D.

The most complete example of the form on the stte was
found 1n top501l (P3285*) Here the form 1s clearly a |
p1tchet thh a p1hched rxm. The body of the plece is latge,"
lapproachlng the ordlnary ‘size of the small amphora. The"
”p1ece 1s very nzcely made, thh a large area of alternatlng
-wavy. combed and combed decoratxon on the‘upper wall, , _v

P3619zls‘a small b1t of rim; there isvno eVideQCe.that
it was p1nched to form a spout '_ |
"f‘24.H“P3285* rd 9. 5 . orange J". R »tedepaiht
o Pxnched rim, alternating lines of combihg.and~wavy
- combing on upper'wall. |

5. 'P3619 . rd 7.0 light‘orangé. ' _orange paint

- Form 5 Jug with Beveled R1m

One example of th1s Jug form (P3569*) has a ;er;
sllghtly flared beveled rim, a pla1n rather short neck, and
a tw1sted handle. It may or hay not have a pxnched rim;
:there is no surv1v1ng ev1dence that the r1m was pinched to eé%'
form a spout. The second example (P3458) has an unusualgﬁg A

‘amount of decoration on -the neck. '
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Context 7 . c. 340-c. 460 A.D.

1. P3569% rd 6.0 buff ex _ brown paint
’ fff L .tlight orange‘in’ ‘.redkpalnt

e Context 13*' - o 5. E 'l/c. 530 A. D /
>;2;i P3458 "_rd 7 0 : orange iiJ “ orange palnt :

Rxdges under beveled r1m t1ghtly spaced llne of wavy

"ﬁ@ . comblng on neck

:Twzsted Handles

The handle of P3569* (SG Form 5) is made up of f1ve

‘rolled clay str1ps twlsted together loosely This type of Hl

‘handle seems to occur only on closed vessels: a 51m1lar
Lhandle, not actually tw1sted, appears on P3114* (SG Form 12,
the pltcher w1th rldged flared tref01l rim, in Midden IV)

vaour other examples of the twisted handle are'llsted here.

The dlstrlbutlon of - examples in dlfferently dated

'“contexts suggests that thlS treatment of the handle could be*

’)‘\

early as well as late,ealthough 1t may not occur before the

‘mlddle of the fifth century A.D.

Context 9 nv‘j*" T /c. 460 + A.D.

;i?ﬁ P18§§“"“handle; pale‘buff . : ‘no paint
Vw{Context 120 S L. 4504cr~530~A.D./
2. 93124 | handle. buff’lgi' ij - vred paint e
Context 13+ ~ . Jc. 530 A.D./
3,/'P3633' -:handle, orange vht o orange palnt

£
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Context 14 - .. /e 530 +AD.
-f'4;.AE3798 - handle - brown - _": o redbrown pa;nt

1

l Form 6: Jug w1th Long Vert1ca1 Neck Knobbed R1m | '
Thls form 1s character;zed by a vert1cal neck and- a
' knobbed or lxpped r1m. Examples found at San G1ovann1 show‘ N
only the neck and rim. A o |
d A more complete example of the form appears among, the’
-late Roman palnted common wvare found 1n assoclatlon WIth .

: k1lns at Calle d1 Trlcarlco. The Calle form is d15t1ngu1shedj
”: by a knobbed rlm w1th shallow rldges (r1m dlameter 9’ cms) |
).and a rather long vertlcal neck whlch 301ns a w1de sloplng
1shoulder. The neck ;nd shoulder of the plece are- decorated
:wlth’alternatlng 11nes of-comblng and wavy comb;ng._The
'plece has no ev1dence of a’ handle. 4 | -

Four examples from San Glovannl appear 1n Mldden IV
'suggestlng that the form 1s popular in the second half og
‘the flfth century A D and later. The knobbed rim of SG Form'f
Vv6 is’ therefore contemporary w1th”&nobbed rlms on bowls such

'as Afrlcan Red Sllp Form 99vand SG Form 24 in late Roman

' pa1nted common ware. . - S _ﬁ”

Context 6% o ,'f»ﬁ’ R ,1¢c-1:°-’-”@"zs'—'c..-460 A.D./
4 11; P1340*’5 rd 9 0 | pg}e‘buff - G redbrown palnt
v R ‘i . ’ ‘a
a CgmteXt 12* ¥ /c. 460 c. 530 A.D. /

There are two var1ants-'one is larger, and the neck 13 R

»!l ca simple yertlcal column. The second ver51on is sma%gif, and
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the lower neck is contracted The two examples of SG Form 6 3
A in M1dden IV are f1re darkened ‘ _ ‘ ‘
2. P1392 : rd-9;0 dull brown ,f ": brown bladk palnt
‘3. P3162  rd 9*0'; dull grey brown ‘black paint = -
4xr'93393* rd 5.0 . buff. 7v"redbrown palht

ane of wavy comblng above carlnatlon on neck

.5; ;P3478 ~ rd 8.0 orange o . S red orange palnt
‘ rDouble Sthk drawn wav; liuﬁilﬁllph PR
Context 13*" ) . 2‘rj 530_A.Dt7e}
d76r P3549 rrd‘1Q.0>:1i§ht orangeu'~Av'.red palnt'A

,"Form=7-vJug or P1tcher wlth Thumb Rest at Rim-

rs form is dlst1ngu1shed by a thumb rest at the top
rim and a- small bump at the bottom of the handle
The rims of the two examples are 1ncomplete‘ Thef

is. ev1dently comparatlvely small The handle of the

';,form is a round rolled handle 1nstead of the strap handle

ylwhlch 1s more typlcal of- the ware. These pleces appear 1n‘7

contexts of the m1dd1e and second half of the flfth century

A.D. B , |
vConteXt 9ﬁi" o - L B ;“.'/cl_4502+'A.ﬁ-
i. P14B4x  rd 5.5 grey brown . brown paint
Context 12x .~ /c. 460-c. 530 A.D./

e,2; "P1657 1rd‘7t0 'dUll-bronn o fdark brownvpaint
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fo
e

| Form 83 Jug Wlth Rldged Car1nated R1m ,sg,mpﬁf

The prof1le of. thzs form is essent1ally 51m11ar to SG

Form 2 but 1s d15t1ngu1shed from it by a glearly r1dged

.r1m. The most complete example of thlS form, P2002:, appears fa

_;1n an unstratlfled context.

Rldged r1ms flrst appear around the mlddle of the f1fth"
\v(\

century ‘A, D. on ‘a number of forms in the palnted common- ware’

and are common 1n the second half of ‘the flfth century A D =

;._The date of th1s jug form is: 51m1lar, Judglng by its
"dlstr1butlon on the 51te. 1'[

- Context 9 R '.'; p»,f /c1'460'+‘A D.

There 1s a small and a t1ny ver51on of SG Form 8 1n :
. . ;r” N

uthls context

1L »P1870x rd 7. 0 © dull brownvff:iavv oranée'paint |
2. -P1525 ”' rd 3.5. dullpbrown Lo red to black palnt,i"
" comtext 12+ . Jc. 460-c. 5 30 A.D./

_3."P2034 - ord 6.5;\_rOSe;orange‘* i red pa1 e

4. P3161* rd 6.0 buff . . dark.broy

Form 9: Jug or Pltcher wlth Sllghtly Flared Rldged le‘

This form 1s dlStanUIShed from SG Form 4 by 1ts rldged ,f:

'rlm «The appearance of thlS form 1n Context 4 floor levels

of PerlodeI under Room 7, 1is entlrely 1ncon51stent w1th all

"other flnds of r1dged rlms, and suggests that the context

o
has been dlsturbed
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'fContext s .7f'c._375fA'D ?'j

RS 93415  rd 7.0 dull brown - o dark brown paint
Context 8 - . .c. 480 AD./
"‘2,'_P1914*‘d“rd 9.0 l‘oranoe ‘-'.1_"\ d redvpalnt .

“Form ldL'Jug’withfLong Vertﬁcal\Neck Ridged kim

"The proflle of thlS unlque Jug form lS unusually |
complete. It has a falrly long narrow neck above a w1de .
"sloping shoulder. The neck w1dens to form the rldged
.vertlcal r1m. A strap handle is attached at m1d neck and
shoulder.. o ‘ | |

V -

R1dged r1ms appear as. part of the decoratlve 1dlom of :
the ware\rn the mld flfth century A. D .The long narrow neck
rabove a wlde sloplng shoulder can be seen in .SG- Forms 6 0.
‘and 1. Th1s relatlon of neck to shoulder ev1dently appears
Sin the m1d flfth century A. D., whlch 1s the date of th1s-
_'form judglng by the context in whlch 1t appears.

Context 8 - . R 1,~ - ;_ c. 460 A.D. /
:1;‘ 91634* “rd‘GrQ greeniSh belgeﬁ' black pa1nt

'Ridges on rim, heck and shoulder.

L2

'Form 11 Small Amphora w1th Long Vert1¢al Neck Contracted
.lRldged Rim’ o R
ThlS 1s another unlque closed form from the same

'context as 'SG Form 10. Aga1n a narrow vert1Cal neck rlses
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ffrom a w1de slop1ng shoulder and globular body Strap

‘handles or1glnate at m1d neck and bend to 301n the body at -

:,the shoulder.';:\ _

. In. th1s case the lack of palnt rarses a questlon ‘as to‘ -

-‘whether the plece is properly 1dent1f1ed as late Roman

palnted common ware. The r1dged decoratxon at the rim and
1 the prolee of the neck and shoulder, however, are
»con51stent w1th other closed forms 1in the ware and w1th the -
'Tdate of- construct1on of the Per1od 111 bu11d1ng in Zone 3 |
.that is, the mlddle of the flfth century A.D. '

- 'Context 8 _,"V ""r‘ - l1‘¥ <. 460 A.D./}'_‘

~>'.‘ PFﬁ75* 7’rd 5 5 flléht?oranged; ; *‘nolpaint,t

. P

:Form 12' P1tcher w1th Rldged Flared Tref01l le. ”j

' Thls form is essentlally 1dent1cal ‘to’ SG Form 3 except
‘,that#Form 12 has a r1dged rim.. - | _ ' ,
fContext 12*1 . o ; *.‘h o A“/c; 460- c‘ 530 A.D. /
P3114* 1s the most complete example of the form and
' bears an unusual amount of decorat1on' The offset where the
‘vneck ]01ns the shOulder is ornamented by vertlcal slashes ‘
and the shoulder bears a line of wavy combéﬁ decorat1on

'above rldges. The round handle is ev1dently made up of fusedh |

"rolled lengths of clay, but it is not actually tw1sted The |

- fabrlc of P3114* is rather soft and underflr#é

. p3114* 7.0 ' aul brown . .redbrown paint
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.Context 13* | '1:.‘>»'f . /Jes 530. A D. /
| The neck of P2055* has no carxnat1on and 1s shorter'
4;than usual for p1tcher forms. S

2. PZOSS#?\ rd 7.5 11ght orange N . redbrown,paint

: dM1scellaneous Closed Forms ‘;y L :> fdf |
Wall sherds and bases of some 1nterest, whidh"oannot”be}
“a551gned a spec1f1c form c1a551f1catlon, ‘are llsted here.-
_ Three wall sherds are shoulders of closed fdrms wh1ch
bear wavy comblng as;decorab1on, | _ | ‘
Context 9 R o o r.ly‘v/éf 460f*“A b
A»1;_sP1521 ' handle ‘vl1ght orange | ~redbrown pa1nt

rWavy comblng on - shoulder just above handle attachment.‘-

2. P1663 ws . dull brown -M~,-'f brown black paint
4'f‘Three llnes of wavy comblng alternate w1th horlental
-.cdhb1ng B o I ' ﬁ»ﬁ' \ | L
- Context 10 i'f I : i ) . c. 460 A;b‘..
L3r P1388- '.wsf :A brown -:7.1' Do dark brown.painb

Lines of comblng and wavy comblng alternate.»
-Context 13* T ;‘ o a‘/o. 530 A. D. /

93514 '-~w§' o orange {‘v _ ,,-yv_red pa1nt

Two lines of- very loose h1gh wavy comblng and small

grafflto '/HS"

‘ @xf
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i"In'general bases of cloSed forms in late Roman pa1nted.

I'fucommon ware are nearly flat and extremely 51mple, but

.several var1ant bases have been excavated. In the f1rst and

o th1rd examples below, the palnt covers the surv1v1ng
exterior wall completely, but - the base 1tse1f is reserved

;Thls decoratlon style seems to be early.

Context 5+ o '..,',“ : . Jc. 375- c. 425 A .D./ -

P1618* 1is the base of a jug or pxtcher w1th a very.

‘sl1ght base rzng, formed by undercuttlng the exter1or of the'

. base. o A o :
1. prgies bd 9.0 buff  red paint
2. P1426  bd 6. 0 Cbuft brown paint

Base sl1ght1y undercut to form 'footr1ng

‘econtext 7,‘ P o . c. 340-c. 460 A. D.

3. P1895  bd 6.5  buff .. . redpaint
4. P2501 bd,s;oj buff _f . ".’_:edbr§§n paint :
| 'Pad'basé;f o ) ,: o - |

l Context 14 ’.utA} E drf_> 'A‘»/¢? 536 +. A.b”'

A base (bd 13 0 cms) very 51m11ar to P1850* vas seen
ramong the éleces from Calle di. Tr1car1co. Thls strongly
t 'prof1led pad base belongs to a fa1rly large closed form w1th-‘
.relatlvely th1n walls. o _ o
5. P1850% - bd 12.0  light orange . red paint

‘Eormlngmbers 13 to‘20'have;been leit,open,v
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‘Bowls

\".

Bowls have been-divided'into two sub-clasSes. There are

‘two dominant bowl forms spec1f1c to late Roman palnted

common ware, of wh1ch the earller, the bowl w1th pla1n rim

and flat base, evolves 1nto the later, the bowl with 11pped

: carlnated r1m and base rlng. Th1s develbpment clearly

follows the fashlon of the Afrlcan Red Slip bowls.tuldden I

bowls 1n the palnted common ware have pla1n rims, more or

&

less flared walls and flat bases- these are trade marks of

Afrlcan Red Sllp Forms 50 and 53, an ub1qu1tous bowl form 1n h,
' the fourth century A, D., wh11e the ‘bowl w1th llpped or

ycarxnated rim and applled ‘base r1ng whlch appears 1n Mldden :

1V has certalnly been 1nfluenced by the . l1pped rim of the.
later ARS Forms 61 B 87 and 99 and the base ring’ of Form»
87 and the serles of Forms 96 to 99 | ‘ o

Whlle bowl forms characterlst1c of the late Roman

~ painted common~ware.are;clear1y 1nfluencedoby,the general-
. trend of fashion in the4African:prodsction,-there'is a group

‘of usually unigue bowls which are much'moreoexplicit copies

of particular forms in African‘RedaSlip,and eyen'in_Phocaéan

v"Red Sl1p

i

‘Both types of bowls, because of thelr dependence on the

fash1on\1n 1mported f1ne wares, prov1de a check on.the

“datlng of the contexts in whlch they appear In generali_it’

seems" that the bowl types characterlstlc of the palnted

"‘common~ware follow behind the general‘fashlon trend,

" responding to it slowly but irresiStibly,‘whiie_the more
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“spec1f1c 1m1tat10ns are almost contemporary with the
or1glnals in the imported ware.

. As noted prev1ously in the d1scu551on of surface
.‘treatments of the late Roman pa1nted common ware, 1t is
tYplcal of bowls that the 1nter1or was or1g1nally completely
- sllpped w1th a much th1cker palnt than is. typécal of forms

“in ‘the vare other than bowls, wh1le any palnt on ‘the -
=exterlor is casually splashed on, and usually restr1cted to
the area Just over the rlm. Thzs treatment is clearly meant
‘to 1m1tate the sllp treatment on: contemporary bowls 1n R
Afr1can Red Sl1p and Phocaean Red Sl1p | ‘ :

| Across the varlous forms, 1t is also clear that bowls
Vgenerally cluster 1n two sxze ranges. The dlameters of the N
largerL51zed bowls vary from 24 0 to 32 0 centlmeters, whllev
a smalier group. var1es from 14 0 to 22 0 centlmeters. Where

,thls varlatlon occurs, the larger type has been de51gnated
4 ‘aS‘type 'A' and the smaller varlant as: type TB{.‘V
" Bowls: Forms Specific to Late Roman Painted Common Ware
~vForm 213 Bowl WIth Plaln le .

SG Form 21 1s a 51mple bowl w1th a pla1n rounded r1m

:'and a flat base._The curve and angle of the wall varles, and
"'dthere is no flxed rat1o between r1m and base dlameter. Some
examples almost suggest a car1nated upper wall wh1le others
' have a more- regular curve..There are. two 51ze variants, and

“the smaller.s1ze range (21 B) is more'common,'
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Three complete pro£11es of this form ‘were excavated on
 the’ San Giovanni s1te. PO797 (unstratif1ed"rd 26. .0, bd
16.0), P3218* and P3111*. | |
| : The form ap ars as early as any: form in late Roman
pa1nted common ware on ‘the San Gzovannl szte. Bowls in’
'contexts earl1er than Per1od II1 are generally of th1s form;
~ The - form 1s superseded by SG Form 24, whxch 1s far more
popular 1n M1dden IV. A few examples of SG Form 21 appear in-
}contexts of Perlod III, however° and 93218* in M1dden IV and
*P3260 1n top501l have the fxne hor1zontal strlatxons on the
lower exterlor and base wh1ch are character1st1c of the

‘second half‘of the flfthlcentury A.D._

,Context 3+ 1't o : l.'*‘<, f”c, 375 A. D. /

P3043 is not certa1nly 1dent1f1ed but most lzkely _
__belongs to thls form cla551flcatlon, and 1nd1cates the
'11kely exlstence of the form even in thls earllest context'
-for the ware. The plece is a base sherd of a bowl with a.j
:grafflto on. the smoothed 1nter10r. C |
1. 93043 \ base‘.:' pale buff - nﬁ‘ﬂiied‘paiht'

‘ Grafflto as the number f3' w1th an angled upper llne.
"Context 5* S o | ,‘; ,"/ -375—c. 425 A.D./ ~h

P1560 has an unusually heavy appllcatlon of sl1p or

vpalnt in 1ts 1nter1or._' .

2. .P,156:0_ - rd 31,0 buff o ’re.‘db‘rownpaint L

//'
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Context 6* - - - | /c. 425-c. 060 A.D./

A p:ece of a flat base (P1434) which moet likely
belbngs to a plaxn low bowl is tentatively listhd here fit
bears a decorative motxf c0mpoaed of small crescent xmprxntﬁg
in the interior of the base.

3, P1256% rd 17.0 ‘o:ange , ,‘ ‘ f red pa1nt

‘4. P1434 base  worn brown ' 3 no p@Int
Context 9 . -f /c. 460 + A.D.

| P3299 15 the’ base of a bowl w1th 1nc15ed decoratxon on
1ts 1nter1or, and. 1s also catalogued above with examples of
incised deqoratlon.‘ , :

5. P1482+¢  rd 8.0 buff o . ‘red paint
Fine groove 1n upper edge of rlm. S
'6."P3593* :“rd_IB.O, buff .~_. f‘red paint
The wall of thls'bbvlﬁis'flared rather than curvedl
7. 1P3299l‘d-hd 9.0 otange- ,_"4 o rédbrown’paint.“*

Context 12+ 3 7_'f7>  /c. 460-c. 530 A.D./

Only two examples of SG Form 21 appear in Mldden IV S

b

; (occupatlon material of Per1od III) The first is of qu1te

large diameter (21 A) the second is smaller (21 B). P3rﬂ1*l‘;_ T

hand in red palnt on 1ts exterlor. P3218* has" the f1ne

}»
_ hor1zontal strlatlons on the exterlor lower wall whlch 1514 s

falrly common decorat1ve 1d10m in the second half of the

fifth century A.D. A ' T
8. P3111* 1d 27.0 light‘orange‘ :»-_ red paint;
bd 10.0 |
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o

9. P3218% rd 16.0 dull brown to brown to black
bd”é'b‘ greeniéh b.igc paint
o ~ Fine ﬁoéizﬁntul\stfiitions on lover wall.
Con;t\éxt"m | o . /e. 530 + A.D.
| A small version of thié familiar form appears in
. topsoil. ] ’ ,
' 'jO.,§3260 - rd 14.0 1light orange orahge phint

Fine horizontal striations on exterior wall.
Form 21 Variant: Bowl with Plaih‘Rim, Burnished Interior
| The form of ﬁhis small bowl is like SG Forﬁ 21 B, but
' the decorative treatment is unique.*lt is completely slipped
in thé interiof, but in addition the interior has been
burnished to a high sheen..Tie burnishing is done in narrow
‘spiraling lines of élternating smoother and less smooth
SUrfaces..

, .This treatment is of interest because. it appears on

three bowls in Afrlcan Red Slip, as noteg above, and dtcurs

l
k2

qgmmonly on coarse ware bowls of a 51m1lar~form and

@ﬁecorﬂégon style in Context 3# (destruction material of

.(a? L

i,

‘Perlbd 1) and Context 5% (Iower Midden ‘1, early occupation
mater1a1 from Perlod II) The closest comparanda outside the .

| SanAGxovannl 51te for this form and decoratipn style aré

A African coarse ware bbﬁls of Hayes Form 181, which he has
fentétively'dated to the second and third cenfuries A.D.?'”

fThe same decoratlon also occurs on a number of African fine

<

ware forms, some .contemporary and some later, such as Hayes

__—.—_._-_—-__——_—-—

*'"Hayes, Late Roman Pottery (1972), p.»201.‘ \
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iy}

'Form.87 of ghe mlddle and second half of the fxfth century
‘A p. '

On the San G1ovann1 site, the dates of ‘the contexts 1n

| “fwh;ch the Afr;can Red Slip and coarse ware bowls are found ‘i‘

suggest a date fdtkthem in the late fourth and early fxfth

centur1es A, D Th1s bowl is of s1m11ar date.-

B Context 5+ . . o /<':. 375-c. 425 A.D. /
1. P1410% - rd 1S.QV orange/ : . lﬁ"burnzshed’red paznt’

*r

\fForm 22 Bowl w1th Rldged Carlnated Rim

Although essentlally related to the form of the bowl

aw1th p1a1n r1m (SG FOrm 21) the bowl with rxdged carlnated
*vrlm flrst appears in later contexts. The earllest context 1n

o which thls form appears 1s Upper Mldden I (Contea% 6*) In -~

/

) general, rldges at the r1m of any form appear as. decorat1on
'around the m1ddle of the flfth century A D. o

| Context 6% e . Jc. 425- c. 460 A.D./

P1943* seems too large to be meant as an 1nd1v1dua1

serv;ng p1ece.‘It is f1re darkened.,'

1 P1943* ‘rd 32 0 grey brown dark'brown paint
- Context 8 - R c. 460 A.D./
L 2. P3362*,”‘ra 16~O orange n - - red palnt

F1ne horlzontal str1at10ns on lower wall

| cOntext 12+ R e 460%c. 530 A.D./

The rldged carlnated rim of P3220 1s further decorated

lwlth vertlcal crosshatching.
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3. 93220" rd#20.0 . light orange - vred pa;nt
'.ConteXf 13% B e, 530 ‘A.D./
4. P3T85*' grd722.0 orange ., gred_paint

»_fForm 23 Small Bowl w1th R1dged Rim ‘
This small bowl is closely related 1n form to the bowl

| w1th plaln rlm (sG Form 21) and is contemporary to the bowl

w1th r1dged carlnated r1m (SG Form 22). Rldged decorat1on ate" o

©  the exterlor of the rim is generally dated to ‘the mid- f1fth

R R ) o
- century A Bb. and later' the contexts in wh1ch thlS type 1s

_tfound conflrm thaq it is of a similar date. R v‘:-«x¥;;d
. Context 12¢- / L . /c. 460-c. 530 A.D./
1. P3849* rd )7 0 orange R : red palnt

- Fine horlzontal strlatlons on lower exter1or wall
Context 13+ lu/i‘ ST 1.'/éi 530 A.D. /
Although these bowls are 51m11ar in size and

‘decorataon, thly are not 1dent1cal. ;filr v

S 2. P1922 g rd 15 0 11ght orange : ' red paLnt

: [ R
3. P3650 fd 15 0 l1ght orange~ brown palnt

Ar

;/

Form 24 Bowl w:th Llpped Carlnated le, Base Ring

Form 24 1s a low bowl wlth a flared wall, a l1pped
carlnated rim, and a low applled base ring. The form of thlsi,
;bowl clearly owes much to bowls 1n Rpocaean«Red Sle and |

Afr1can Red Sl1p in the mlddle and second halj of the flfth

L L.



h apph1cat1on of - the red paint is clearly 1ntended to 1m1tate

congemporary.Afrlcan Req Sllp.

e
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-

’.century A, D.,_espec1ally to carlnated bowl fogms Phocaean

s

1foed Sllp Hayes Forms 3 C and: 3 E The dxameter of SG Form 24
‘.va§1es from 24 0 to 30. 1 cms, a 51m11ar 51ze bowlw1s ¢ ommon
r1n approxlmately contemporary examples of bgwls 1n Phocaean
"Red Sllp -The base d;ameter varles from less than one half
;,to about half the dxameter of the rim 1n thg complete

'examples. A smaller version (SG Form 24 Varlant) is very

51m1lar in prof11e and size to Afrlcan Red Sl1p Form 99 “but

has a 51mple pad base rather than an: applled base r1ng

The fabrlc -of several examples of SG. Form 24 is soft

and ev1dently or1g1nally underflred Plastlc decorat1on of
" various types 1s common. Some rlms show fa1nt r1dg1ng Llnesj_

‘.of s1mple 1nc1sed roulettlng appear in the 1nterlor of -

several examples of thls form and seem to be dlstlnctlve to

.- Some bowls have f1ne~hor1zontal str1at1ons on the"

,‘exterlor lower wall and base. Thls type of. decoratlon can

e,appear on- other forms and has been dlSCUSSEd above.

‘There ‘aré five complete prof1les of th1s form° P1245*

in Context 9 (the bu1ldup for Perlod III 1n Zod@QZ) P3156*

P3169* P3287* all,1n_M1dden:lV (Context 12*) -and P3759
1n Context 13* ‘ |

| fA’r1m of a similar bonlm(rimvdiameter 26.0 cms)ewas
seen/among the late Roman palnted common ware from Calle di

TrlcPrICO. The fabrlc of the plece 1s dull orange, and the

e
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s The fact that the form does not occur at. San Glovannl
earller than the context of bu11dup for Perlod III |
';remodelllng in ZOne 2 and is so common in Mldden IV :
(occupatlon materxal of Perlod III) clearly dates 1ts f1rst
:'appearance and dom;nance to.the second-half.of the-flfth:
centurybA D. | | o nin |
Conrext 9 - /e, 460 +\h D.
P1245* is complete from rim to base. The carlnatlon is

d-.very sllght and the- plece would be classed as a bowl with

f_plaln r1m, were - it not for 1ts base rlng. The form of P1245*;

R Vsﬁgbld therefore ‘be seen as 1ntermed1ate between SG Forms 21

_:and 24, o - o I' C o lr

. P1855 has a dellcately stlppled palnted de51gn in the
blnterlgr of the bowl glv1ng ‘the 1mpre551on of 1mpressed 4

"'roulett1ng, whlch Is a common decorat1on on the 1nter10r of

examples of. the bowl w1th carlnated r1m in ﬁldden IV,

P1245* ‘rd 24.5 lrghtvorange o orange brown palnt
| bd 10.0 B %
2. _"‘P1855’ ' "W‘S h - ' ’orange ‘ o ‘» orange palnt

:Palnted decoratlon on 1nter10r floor resembles flne

‘rouletting. v ' |
3. P1862 rd 30}0,‘brOWn I bjb di:k brownrpaint B
A4.,'P3101" rim = brown - "_' | no-paintv

]Both surfaces of P3101 are shattered o G
| COntext 12* "7 | ﬂ g : / 160 -c. 530 A.D. /

~The bowl with 11pped carlnated rim and base r1ng 1s

N

very common in Mldden IV Some pleces show a fa19t grOOV1ng o
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"on the 11pped r1m (P3156* P3164, P3250 P3287*) .1nd1cat1ng _iﬂ\
the mxd-f1fth century A D SeVeral of the examples of - the .
form bear 51mple vert1cal or ob11que roulett1ng 1n neat rows
“hln the 3nter1or of the bowl (P3156* P3752 P384B) P3345
'lhbears three f1ngerpr1nts in red palnt on the exterlor- as 1n_
the case of P3111* (SG Form 21) the 51ze of the prlnts and
‘the,flnger exten51on suggest a male artlsan. “‘ ‘
5. P3156* 5 rd 26.0. orange h B SR red orange pa1nt
| . bd 125‘, / -

_F1ne horlzonlal strlatlons on‘exterlor lower wall rowe{

t_7of evenly spacedqﬁqulettlng cover ent:re 1nter1or
'«“;_{f .

o ; . B
Faint ridges_above rim carlnatlon.

6. P3164  g rd 26“0 llght orange J' : thln redbrown palnt
- 7. P3169 rd‘éé.o light browneh_ik" paleiredbrown-parnt
. | ".bd 4.0 R
?‘Frne hor1zonta1 strlatlons on exterlor wail ’
8. P3264% L ‘rd 25 0 orange . - | _/redbrown oaint
| -eEairly‘thln valls,'carinated rim}fFine_horiZOntal'ti_
‘etriatione on:eiterior wali; groore'beloﬁvrimvonl‘
elnterlor wall S ) N | “‘
A‘9g P3287* -rdf27.0 light’orange a 'i'redorown’paint.,
| bd 10.0. i o
k,Rldged r1m,vf1ne hor1zontal str1at1ons.on lower exter1or
. v»wall, shallOw r1dges on exter1or of rim, o | -
10, P§345 bd 12 0 orange o ~;°I red paint
| | F1ne horlzontal strlatlons on exter1or wall

JT.hP3752 rd 27.0; 5orange _ R red pa1nt
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Rows of evenly spaced horlzontal roulett1ng on 1nter1or.“c
12. P3848 rd 30. 0 orange o - red pa1nt

hows of hor1zontal roulettlng on 1nterlor and over r1m.,'

o ‘Cbntext 13« j'; L /c. 530 A.D./.

3 Both examples of the form 1n thlS context have
'carlnated r1ms. P2043* 15 affected by f1re darkenlng,

- Context 13* is mater1a1 from the destruct1on of Per1od III

\,13, P2043* rd 24 O grey brownf~h L brown palnt
= l4,,P3759 .‘ rd 26 0 brown o redbrown palnt
. ka0 - |
 Context 14 .1 R Y IR /c. 530 + A.D.
15.'93250 .‘rd 26h0 l1ght orange f77 fdred'palnth

Sllght grooves 1n llpped rim.- » , ’
93620* 1s somewhat s1m11ar to P1941* (SG Form 29) .
:‘whlch 1m1tates Afrlcan Red Sllp Form 61 B/87 A.

('16. P3620* -rd 26.0 llght orange . red paint

Groove on 1nterlor ‘below rlm.

Form 24 Varlant Small Bowl w:th Llpped le

This form 1s classed separately from the bowl with

. l1pped or. carlnated rim (SG Form 24) because the form has a

flat pad base in place of the base rlng seen in the larger
versaon The smaller form is also clearly 1H§p1red by
'Afrlcan Red Sllp Hayes Form 99, and is - very 51m1lar to it. in

’glze The d1str1butlon of both SG Form 24 and 1ts varlant

.1nd1cates that they belong to the second'half of t_ vy
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2. ‘P3145* ' rd 16 0 ~light orange- " red parnt

~,under thlS class1f1cat1on o ‘}'ﬁmef ‘

238

' ‘century A.D. and ane essentlally contemporary w1th Hayes
'f»Form 99 L ,,f ,-h i.' i' ,'- SR '~‘.“ .f' o

| Context 12* o :' N so. 460-c. 530 A.D./

i

Both examples wtg&rfound in M1dden IV Although the two

1¥fp1eces classed here are pract1cally 1dent1cal they do not

belghg to th@ same vessel

deo P3135 rd 15. 0 llght orangef f' red paint

" Fine horlzontal strlatlons on exterlor wall
ﬂ bd 7 0

Flne horlzontal strlatlons on exter1or wall

"Form numbers,zs to‘27 have been left'openf

o

Bowls: Imztatlons of Imponted Fine War'es

In contexts whlch date to the mlddle of the flfth

l:century A.D. ,and later, bowls which are rmltatlons-of ’

'spec1f1c forms 1n 1mported f1ne wares appear. These.

m1tat10ns ‘are falrly crude, but the 1ntent10n is obvious

both in the forms 1n the pa1nted common ware and &n the use

5of the palnt to form a slip all across the 1nter10r ‘of the

bowls and Just over the r1m No plece in: the late pa1nted

“cOmmon ware could~beupotentlally‘confused with the'exportedf"

African»fabrics; however,, since_theig clay is-always orange

or red. ‘E

- SG” Form 24 Variant, llsted aﬁgveb-is clearly.influenced
ﬁ -

by Afrlcan Red 511p Form 99 and could as well be llsted

g
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Form 28 Bowl w1th 0f1zonta1 R1m, Frl‘ifd Edge (ARS 73 A)

| ThlS form 1s an rm1tat1on of the~Afr1can Red Sl1p Form'
) 73 A for wh1ch Hayes s_ggests a date in the f1rst half of |

‘rthe flfth century A. D.

. P123t* has a burnlshed»'inish on its interior; similar

jto,but not@as'fine'asfthat of PN410%, the'varianthoflthe

’bowl,with5plain‘rfm (SGaForm”gl Va’iant).,Thismpiece'may be .

- contemporary‘to.Pf41Q* or'slightlyfla er.
Context 6% ‘“ - - /c. %25-c. 460 A.D./

1. P1231+ . rd 16.0 buff - orange paint

Form 29 ‘Low . Bowl w1th Squared Llpped R1m (ARS 61 B,

. The form of thlS bowl clearly 1m1tates Afrlcan Re
‘Slip; the form is closest to Hayes Form 87 A but is not. y
very evolved away from the San G1ovann1 late examples Qf
"iForm 61 B,2'* The most l1kely date for such an 1m1tat1ve
"form 1s the mlddle of the f1fth century A D.

",_ A r1m and base Wthh most llkely belong to one and the

(]

same bowl are’ classed here The stamped rosette in base

Y

‘P1944% 1s 51m11ar 1n type, but not . 1dent1cal to Hayes
vAfrlcan Red Sllp stamp mot1f 54 (o) Hayes orlg1nally dated
v‘%he type to the m1d f1fth century and later, "rev151ons to

his system would now place. 1t 1n the flrst quarter of the

: z“Hayes has suggested the evolut1on of 87 from 61 B, cf

-~ Late Roman Pottery (1972), p. 136, ’
*1Cf, Hayes, Late Roman. Potteny (1972) flg 41 and p. 240.
Hayes' example comes from a stampéd rim of his Form 93; an
,,earluer example . appears on a Form 67 base. - ‘
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-fifth centuryiA‘D'-Hayes FOrm'87 would ordinarily bear
" stamps of the later type E. N
'Context 6* I' L e 425—c. 460 A.D. /

‘11.- P1941% ° rd_zgro,.ofange,' S red pa1nt
';‘Pi944t",_bd.15;Ov'1ight‘orangea' -,. red paint

Form‘§0°'BomI with'Carinated Rim-\Round Below Fim (PRS 3 c) .
A This bowl seems to be a pr1m1t1ve 1m1tat10n of. Phocaean'
1Red Sllp Hayes Form 3.C. Examples of the Phocaean Red Slip
.;form appear tw1ce in Context 9 w1th SG Form 30. The context
clS constructlon of Per1od III in ZOne 2 other pottery -
;F mater1a1 1n the~context suggests a date afterbthe m;ddle»of -
‘the flfth century A.D. | . S fd‘p» o
dContext 9 .. f - Jc. 460 + A.D.
~1.. P1854% ’,rd‘I7;0yvbuft' L o _dreﬂ bainti_

~ Form 3I’ Bowl wItn HdriZontal’Fim Combed and Inc15ed
‘Decoratron on: R1m and Interlor (ARS 96)

| Form 31 1s a: falrly shallow bowl with a med1um—w1de
horlzontal rim, decorated on rim top and 1nter10r. This -
vunlque bowl ‘seems to be 1nfluenced by Afr1can Red Sllp Hayes

- @
Form 96, although 1ts rim dlameter is. too large for the @ﬁz

6

1m1tat10n to be exact in 1ntent. It may also be affected by

Hayes Form 93 or 94. N | '} : ?.=i : -f . »
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Hayes Form 96 is a fa1rly deep small bowl w1th a w1de
horlzontal rim wh1ch may be covered w1th roulettlng. It 15,
'one of 3 group of Afr1can Red Sl1p bowls made at Oudna in
~ the second,half of the flfth century A. D “The. Oudna series .
of bowls are. decorated with stamps on the 1nter10r of the ‘
_base_ The group 1nc1udes Forms 97 and 99-”° the presence of

sewera}»examples of Formv99 is the best dating evidence for

 Midden IV,

The hor1zontal r1m of P1656* 1s decorated with comblng
and cross- hatch1ng to 1m1tate roulett1ng. P1656* also bears‘
.a line: of wavy comblng on its 1nter10r wall. The confldent
V*manner in wh1ch the prov1nc1al decoratlon of wavy comb1ng N

‘was applled by the potter suggests the degree of
/

\'1ndependence felt by the manufacturers of the pa1nted commonf

' ware. » '»Wf? )
- The form appears in Mldden IV and is therefore '
contemporary w1th Form 99 and the other bowls of the Oudna_
serles, that is, it dates to the. second half of the flfth
century‘A'D or p0551bly sllghtly later.
Context 125 S o /c..460 c. 530 A.D./ "
1. P1656* ' rd éé;o' orange h_ ": redApaint"'
Cross hatched/decoration'on'horizontaT‘rim,”line‘of wavy
combinglon'lower interior;wailr | N |

73°eThe ‘Oudna serles is dlscussed by Hayes, Late Roman

- Pottery (1972), p. 298 and passim.. -

?21This type of decoration is certainly not common in'
African Red Sllp, but does occur on the floor of large
-variants of -Form 91 at Carthage, Hayes, "Pottery Report"

- (1976), Dep051t VII.20, flg._3 pp 55-56. .
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,T Form 32: ach with Wide Horizontal Scalloped Rim (ARS s7) |
Th1s bowl 1m1tates the form of Afr1can¢Red Sllp Hayes }f"

Form 97 It has a sl1ghtly larger d1ameter and a shallower

- wall. than the Afr1can or1glnal The ware is soft and

hshattered -and f1re damaged Because of the cond1t1on of the
'gplece, the fabr1c cannot be certainly 1dent1f1ed as the late
“Roman palnted common ware. \_ - ‘

.\ very shallow feather roulettlng decorates the 1nner

-and outer walls of the bowl and also appears on the upperr

rim. ThlS type of decorat1on is not at all comparable to the

much coarser roulett1ng wh1ch appears on - the 1nter10r walls

'of SG Form 24 1n late Roman palnted common ware It 1s more p

.~ like the roulettlng whlch appears on: the 1nter1or of Afr1can

.‘ Red Sllp bowl forms 53 B and 91 forms which have gone out
of fash1on by the end of . the f1rst quanter of the fifth
»_century A D. ' R | _‘_ h |

4 | Thls 1m1tat1on of ARS Form 97 appears in M1dden IV
'.which 1srdated‘tovthe second half.of thEvﬁlfth centuryln.Dr“
- by-examples‘ofrARS”Form 99:BraARSiForms“96 to.99rbelong to a‘ t
serieshthat‘is practicallyfor abéolutely\contemporaneousr B
,‘and‘this factaindicatesvthat; like;thevimitatiOn of Form796,

'(SGpForm731), SG Form-'32 is contemporary to‘thehform"it'~

imitates. T ,
Context 12+ /e 460-c. 530 A.D. /

1. P3143#7'trd 20.0 fpale brown .- worn red palnt
| bd 12.0 | -



243

‘Form 33: Bowl thh Wlde Rxdged R1m (pns 8 or ARS 82/86)

Th1s ugxque bowl is’ falrly shallow and is character1zed:,‘

by a w1de slightly dropped r1m wh1ch also pro;ects sl1ght1y

'1nto the 1nter1or of the bowl The upper r1m bears ‘three

",drldges..The form of'the bowl seems to_be‘lnfluenced bg Hayee

Phocaean Red Slxp Form 8, or, 1ess likely,fby\the Setiee of

'Afrzcan Red Sllp Hayes Forms 82 to 86.. Py

P2049* does not show any trace of paznt on 1ts worn h

'surface, but the ‘ware 1s 51m11ar to other examples of

.palnted common ware ‘at San Glovannx. As the bowl appears 1n

destructlon mater1al of Perlod III at San G10vann1, it may

“"be dated as’. 1ate as the/early 51xth century A D.

Context 13*_' /c. 530 A, D /

t. -P2049*":’rd_18.0_71;ght orange"> - no-palnt

vForm 34' Bowl w1th Llpped Trlangular ‘Rim’ (ARS 93/94)

}_ It is not clear that " thlS smal deep bowl w1th a

sharply trlangular rim closely res mbles a specaflc flne

ware: form but - pt may be 1nfluenced by Afrlcan Red Sllp-Hayes

'Forms 93 and 94, It appears in. destructlon contexts of

Period III ‘and therefore may date to the end of the flfth or

-the early 51xth century A.D. ‘ ,
Context 13« . . © /c: 530 A.D./
1. 'P1948% rd 18.0 buff ~  no paint

.'Inte;ior‘surface shattered.

gl



Form numbers 35 to 40 have been left open.

Service Pieces _

,vAfter‘the-small amphora fSG Form '1) of which there are
. forty-one.catalogued examples,‘the}vide-mouthed jar (SGYForm
43) and the flangedvspOuted howl‘(SG'Form 42) are the most‘
numerous forms in the late Roman painted common ware: on the -
San G1ovann1 site, with th1rty seven and twenty eight
examples - respectzvely The flanged spouted bowl has a'
E closely related varzant form, of wh1ch there ate seven
.examples. |

A number of forms w1th pour1ng spouts of various, types

‘probably all served a functlon 51m11ar to that of the
mortarlum wh:ch was. 1n'common use 1n‘Roman cu151ne from the
‘*asecond century ‘B.C. Th1s .class 1nc1udes the flanged spouted
bowl (SG Form 42)Nand its varlant° the mortarlum (SG Form ‘
44); the w1de—mouthed spouted bowl with-carinated wall (SG-
 Form 45), and the pseudo flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 46).
| The serv1ce pleces are generally large and ungraceful
to the eye. These large p1eces may be characterlstlc of
vRoman taste ‘at the end of the emplre Wh1le a llquid
capac1ty cannot be accurately estlmated for the very eommon
flanged bowl wsxnce no example 15*complete to the base, the
most complete of the . w1de mouthed Jars (P0515* from outs1de E
the stratigraphic analys1s) could have held approx1mately 10

liters. The flanged and spouted forms were built on a

similar scale. If they were meant for table servxce, ‘as
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i “ieemsuhighly likely because ‘of their decorationk each veusel
{! vould probably have served anywhomp from ten tg.twenti or 4
wmw‘qﬁifkpeople, depending on how central its contonts wvere to '

the meal B # - _ o

) . There are no eanples of large lenvxco pleces w:th

mends. The spouted p1eces were of course meant to hold foodi

liquid enough to pour. The ' fact that the larée wxde-mouthed

1ars vere allﬂlabt mended may 1nd1cate that they also vere

xntended to hold l1qu1d8 watered wine may have been a
possxbillty.‘f ' |

Another group of forms are heaVy globular pots with a

J1

&
varlety of rim treaﬁments, classed as SG Forms 41, 49 51

and 5! Varlant As a class,@these pots have globular bodles,
s

a £a1rly wlde very short neck and flared r1m The
wlde-mouthed Jar (SG Form 43) and the smaller vers1on (SG

Form,52) are also teLated to each other.

9.

Somewhat anomalous among the service p1eceslbecause of

0

‘the delzcacy of theza walls are the wlde mouthed pot wlth
tr1angular r1m ($G Form 47) and the w1de mouthed Jar wzth

J

tr1angular r1m (§G Form 50) Two pther forms classed here,
the globular pom ulth flared squared rlv (SG Form 48): wh1ch
_1s an 1m1tat1on of a Common form in coarse ware, and the
funnel (SG Form 53), are un1qUe. | ﬂ'

Except for the 51ngle example of SG Form 41, none of
the serv1ce pleces appear in contexts earller than Context
‘6% (Upper Mldden I) that is,_they date to the second
quarter of-the~flfth'centuryph.Dt and later.

s - R -



" Form 41- Heavy Globular Pot Wlth Horlzontal R1m _
| Thls form is related to. the heavy globular pots 1n
‘later contexts {sG. Forms 49 and 51), wh1ch dlffer malnly in

:‘the treatment of the rim. The appearance of Form 41 1n Lower

'ng1dden I suggests that the heavy globular pot may appear by L

the end okhthe fourth century A D.,

| bentext 5% - ' o Je. 375-c. 425 A.D./

1. P1633%  rd i8.0 light 'orange red paint
Y f !
jForm 42- Flanged Spouted Bowl o ".‘“"é7

The flanged spouted bowl 1s one of the most numerous

]'-.and dlst1nct1ve forms 1n the ware. It is a large and

ungalnly open serv1pe plece, w1th a falrly w1de flange Just

' below a squared rzm.‘In the majorlty of catalogued examples,

[

:the rim d1ameter falls between thlrty and forty centlmeters.

"As no complete proflle ex1sts, the characterlstlcs of thevb;

v’lower wall and base are. uncerta1n Ev1dent1y the wall is
‘steep but not partlcularly deep, and the base w1de and v

Ll

- almost . completely flat, s1nce a number of such bases, from

an Open form, judglng_by splashes_of palnt on the 1nter10r,

T

were found in the same contexts”aS'the-flanged‘spoutéd bowl},

There is no 1nd¥catlon dn any of the examples from San

G1pvann1 of how r1m, flange/and wall were formed 1nto a un1t
\ .

by the potter A 1arge awkward spout bu1lt on. to ‘the flange
Kand wall below the rim occurs ‘on: f1ve examples. A hole was

"fcut in the wall at the de51ﬁed level and.the Spout was then
{é (i ‘ - /_' FR ! ) : T ] '

N : o Lo g

Ly



formed'ﬁy hand on the exterlor wall Thls type of spout 1s‘~

ev1dently characterzstlc of the form.
. o X
: The flange always carr1es some decorat1on Rarely are

~the patterns on any two pleces s1m1lar, a fact wh1ch

|

suggests that var1ety was pr1zed Rldges, wavy combxng and

‘fgappl1ed buttons are ‘most popular- but. 1mpressed decorat1on

also occurs. Buttons are almost exclu51vely assoc1ated w1th

thlS form. Twelve of ‘twenty- elght examples have at least one

- surv1v1ng button on the flange. Applled buttons also appeapr

g

on the examples of the mortarlum (sG Form 44) and the

hpseudo flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 46) both forms are“

related to SG Form 42..The attentlon g1ven to the decoratlon

of the flange 1mpL1es that the form was 1ntended for table

service. ,*L‘ “55,

This: form could never haVe been 51mple or eff1c1ent to.

'produce, as every pléce mequ1res 1nd1v1dual attentlon at.

/

several po;nts 1n the manufactuglqg process. Ev1dently,

<

,7however,"1t fulf1lled a basic culinary demand since it was

manufactured in some quantlty w1th llttle basic change over,

more than half a century. As I noted above, the flanged

_ spouted bowl no doubt der1ves frgm ‘the cla551c mortarium in

both form and purpose,

'1nd1cates the cont1nu1ng

@k

Ny ¥
1mportance.of.a trad 1onally Roman cu151ne._’
L s X

‘The flanged spoutedmboyl in late palnted common ware is

a d1st1nct1ve form ea511y recogn1zable as long as rim and :

| k3

flange are 1ntact Two examples were hoted among the late

o

'1Roman pa1nted common ware from Calle di Trlcarlco. Onelpw1th

o g

B : L NS ‘ -
. e \ .

‘ s&
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ho - ev1dence of a spout has a rounded defxned r1m (r1m

v;d1ameter 38 cms), with, rzdges and an’ appl1ed button on 1ts

flange. Another sherd is an awkward hand formed spout of the

.type wggch,typ1cally appears on flanged spouted bowls from B
’-San G1ovann1.‘- Coe "; S
Two examples were also noted at Grumento, One has a
hsp0ut and r1dged flange (1nv. no. 52638), another has. a
Vflange decorated‘by wavy comblng above a. 11ne of comb;ng
”crossed by vertical bump ‘marks (52339) An/example from
Slbar1 has been publlshed 222 ' o

| Two rims were exhlblted in a- d1splay at the Museo d1
;Metaponto of pottery from the excavatxon of the 'Castrum

51te in- anc1ent Metapontum One of these 1s comparatlvely,

: well made and almost 1dent1cal to typ1cal examples o&ISG

Form 42 It has a 11ne of wavy comb1ng on the rim and on the-

“flange, an applled spout, and two buttons spaced on the
flange,“ﬁ&e placed dlrectly above the spout. A secoqp rim is
very poorly\made As the rim 1s not deflned~ the profile ofu
vthlS vessel is ‘somewhat similar to that of th% "
pseudo- flanged bowl (SG Form 46). The 'flange or carinated.
vr1m is dedorated by grBBVQs w1th obllque dents above and |
below a line of wavy comblng ‘In add1t10n ~the rim. bears two
bd’tons applled ;%e above the other. These p1eces seem to be
-'bd1rectly related to the flanged spouted bowls at San .

'"Glovannl 1n fabrlc as "well as in forﬁl )
) g

———— - - g—- -

f“”See note‘150, above. -

%‘.? o
-
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~J

| Vessels in common‘ware whxch are related in’ form ?lso
appear in surface layers of the fourth and flfth centurles
A, D. at Alb1nt1m1111um 133 The form does ‘not appear at’ San | ﬁ
Glovannlbln a context earl1er than Upper Mzdden I, whlch is
dated to the second Quarter of the f1fth century A D It
',contznues with l1ttle change to the end of the site.
;Context 6 S - /e, 425-c. 460 ALD. /

P1438* is partlcularly carefully made. Nearly the whole

dlameter of the flange was recovered Four flat buttons are

spaced around the flange, one dlrectly over: the large

‘ ]hand formed spout-’and the flange 1s decorated with wavy

comblng and grooves P1438* h"“_e only ex?mple in this

I3

’ context complete w1th spout

P1130 is d1ff1cult to : tinguish from ‘the w1de mouthed
Jar because the rim 48 not clearly dlfferentlated from the .
flange. . | il, :
1? P1093° rd'46 0 ‘orange :v" b d;ange pa;nt
‘ _1L1ne of wavy comblng on rim and on flange.‘:- _ ' o
2. P1106 .rd.34,0 llght brownw . dark brown,paint

'_Button on.flange. | |
- 3, P1129 . rd.31>0L huff hv'»; ..y - orange paint_
L1ne of wavy comblng on flange, button on flange, dents .
on r1m.'_‘ _' p
14:' P1130"‘ rd‘37 0 orange : kh' ~orange palnt
R1dges on hnd1fferent1ated rim and flange. - |
5. P1132 " rd.35.0 \\ull brown dark hrown-paintf

-————-—.—-—.——_——-———

”’See note 170, above. = %

o



| k'Wavy~comb1ng and button on flange. o o
nQ; dPl438* rd 29 ‘0 brown R f :' btown'blact paint
| V'L1ne of wavy’ comb1ng above grooves on flange,,four‘ .

fbuttons on flange, one above spout-‘upper wall of spout
4 -broken ~away. ‘. \ o
7. P1952  rd 27.0 .pale buff- ' red to blaek’ paint
. R ' to‘dull broyn’ - S
N Rldges on flange o - ‘
) "Context g R | /e 460 A“

: P3001* has a hand- formed spout . It is an-nnusually

complete »Lompagatrvely elegant example of the form,

P1886 is not large enough tofBe; an acourate rim dlameter°"
\,

. ;however, it Seems to be a m1n1aﬁute. e

8. P1483 .'rd 33. 0 dull broxn f’d» ' dark §%dbrown palnt

et

'"‘Rldges on flange, vertlcal slashes everg 1—1 5 cms., %@

"
.8

9. P1878  rd 34.0 orange . L dark red pa1nt i
Llne of ‘wavy comblng on rim and on flange » L ?»l
‘bjd. P1886  rim .orange S d redbrown pa1nt

R1dges on flange.i .

11, P3001* rd. 41 0 llght orange , ly redbrown palnt‘
_Groove on. r1m w;th obllque dents, rldges above line of
wavy ' comblng above4<QSESs on flange,'two buttons abo&e

mouth ‘of hand-formed spout.

‘12.~P3068 rd 36-0' llght onangef' . onﬁge\palnt
. Two heavzly 1nc1sed llnes of wavy comblng on flan WO

1 3

‘buttons on preserved w1dth of flange,‘ob11que dents

valong_r;mrtop.

A

R L

Poa-
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P3310  rd 35.5 dull brown - dark brown paint

134

_ ‘ P

' Line of wavy comb1ng on flange.-_ L
Context 12* o '_~”‘> L /c..460-c. 530 A.D. Y

Whlle the: examplgs of SG Form 42 in M1dden IV may be

sl1ghtly less elegant than the average 1n Upper Mzdden I,

'there is in fact very 11tt1e dlffgrence between the 1

E appearance of the form 1n the two contexts. P3121 is the ~

only example of the complete appl1ed spout.

14

' L1ne of wavy combznggon r1m and on flange

15,

16, P3123+  rd 38.5 orange AR
‘RiARSt clearly def1ned° r1dged and cross hatched

VP3121*, rd\23 ﬂr buf{

large uglv hand formed spou;.

P1992 rd” 31 0 l1ght orange :‘ ,redbrowy7f7pn"‘”

3

,Sloppy line o wavy comblng o ,fe_above two grooves,

v redbrown paqnt

decorat1on ‘on flange.‘

.17;tP3205 ~ rd 40 0 llght orange' . '. ;ed‘.‘in‘paint
iR1dge on lower edge of flange, button on°¥1ange.
18. P3231 rd 25.0  dull brown 4 brown pa;nt
.Linefof wavy.combing on rim and on'flange.v ) H_: . o
‘19f'P3265* *%@d”ﬁﬁ%@ light: orange gf~ .orange hrowf/palnt
Rldges on r1m and flange. | . | | ‘v
20,,93475* rd 31 0. orange RN redbrown paznt

-vseparated by groovqapon flange.” . ’

R1m nog clearly def1ned ﬁWo l1nes of wazy comb1ng,



L o o . ' Y
COntext 13 [c. $30 A.D. /

The presence of six examples of the form in the_;j“
destruct1on materlal of Per1od III shows that the form
rema1ned bas1c in the pa1nted common vare to the end of the

‘oocupatxon,of ‘the Sap Glovann1 sate. Two vesse15’1n th1sl
| context are ooﬁplete‘to the hand—formed spoufs P0073* is .
; unusually small P2038* and P2042 do qpt Jo1n, but poss1bly

belong to the same vessel

w

j_21.‘POO73* | rd 20 0. dull orange Do 1redbrown_paidf‘
miT Sharply'defaned>r1dges on" flange. | o
22.'P1802 rd 35 O light orahge‘»' ’ redbEQW% pa1nt
L#ne og&wavy comblng on rlm and on flange,mgpplled
. spout ‘button above spout . o Vo
23. P1990* | rd 37. 0 brown‘ DR brown paint

R1m not’ cdearly dlfﬁﬁrent1ated from flange, stlck draﬁi&

wavy 11ne én flange.

'_24;‘92038* . rd 33 0 yellow orange : .. oi;kish'paint‘
- Grooves on rim, 11ne of wavy comb1ng on. flange,ﬂ'
’ e_xihand formed spout.,f' o | . SRR
25. P2042 rd 3.0 dull orange pinkish paint -

Grooves on r1m, wavy comb1ng on flange. o
26. P3758%  rd 25 5 buff N ‘f - brown black palnt -

-Line of loose wavy combxng on ‘rim and on flange.

Context 14 " /c. 530 + A.D.
: S
27, PO471 ..rd 30 0 llght Oﬂange » redupaint _
&%Q}iﬁ " Four r0uhded rxdges on' flange. ‘;f: .";‘T - _lifg

B 28. P1076 rd.33.0. orange,‘ﬁ B ,orange'bfown'paint'.



o

- 253

< S L . a
. Line of wavy oOmbing~abovejrldges on flange, button.

7 A . : . - S
‘Form 42 Varlant' Franged Spouted Bowl w1th Sharply*Cdrved

Wall

A smaller var1ant of the flanged spouted bow& can be.

~,d1st1ngulshed. The r1m dlameter of the varlant form is

5gapprox1mately twenty cent1meters The -smaller variant ‘has

. the 1dentﬁ§al %reﬁtﬁent of rim and flange, but the sharp_‘

<~ahgle of the wall pred1cts a relatlvely smaller base.,g

Examples of the varlant form w1th ah . appl1ed spout haVe

‘been found only 1n topsoll The spouibls not the awkward

hand formed spout seen on the. ord1nary egamples of the'

flanged spouted bowl but is a tubellke wheel*made spout

.‘applled at the’ level of the carlnatlon of the wall;

' 51m11ar spout appears on the bowl w1th carlnated.wall (SG

‘Form 45) and the pseudo flanged spouted bowl (SG Form. 46).

" The . smaller var1ant could be earlier than the flanged

“spouted b@wl form 1tself, sinte materlal from the

-0

»destructzon of Perlod I, in whxch it flrst appears, includes
'earller materlal. It seemsﬁglkely, however, that it is

"contemporarx,w1th the flanged spouted’ bowl wh1ch does not

«Vappear before the second quarter of the fifth century A. D

"“Context 6% L ' | /c: 425—c.-4éo A.D./V

Theyexample'found~in this context_is_fire-darkened.
' . @ ‘

. P1441  rd 2l.O .grey brown o ' dark.red‘to;brown

. paint
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lRiages'on flange. . |
Context 7~ c.340-c. 460 A.D.

2. P3144+ rd 18.5 DbUPE - o red palnt l

R1m not clearly dlfferentlated from flange- groove on

- rio¥, l1ne of wavy comb1ng above groove on flange.

-vContext 12* o _~I f/c; 460-c. 530 A.D. /
3. P1391 ' rd 1&;5;ﬂgrange - .‘»;' ‘ redbrown pa;nt"
| Ridged decorat1on»gn f{n and flange. | m
s P3137l rd 20. 0. l1ght orange © - ‘redbrown paint :
‘ . s -

wg i
IR Y

5. P3756 rd 21 é?-;\'

‘with shdrply curved wall

7. -p3rse td 28.0 light orange ~ o paint

.YR;dg§d r1m, lfne of wa&y comblng above groove on flange.,

s Context 13* - S v /c. 530 A®D. / I

o~ BET brown black pa1nt
‘Ridges on flange,ut S B

COntext«M' 0 Je. 530 + A,

P Y

thle 1dent1f1able examples of th1s form have oqcured

£y

in earl1er contexts, complete spouts appear only in top501l

§,

P3738 hasaan unusually large rim dlameter for the varlant

-~

6. P3606 rd 19.5" light orange - redbrown paint
' R1dges on flange, spout S 1'_ |

‘Shallow rxdges on flange, spout.

 Form 43. mde-nwthed Jar

The form 15\5\{a1r1y deep jar thh a relat1ve1y small

flat base- a heavy rolled hor1zontal rim proyects sllghtly

o
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a1nto the 1nter1or of the. pot A break across the rim of
P3146 shows how the clay was folded when the rim was formed.

A number of examples 1nd1cate that two horxzontal strap_
handles were attached ‘'high on oppos1te sides of the wall |
under the rim, Some examples of the hor1zontal strap handle |
have two oq;three'thumb 1ndentat10ns as decoratlon at elther
end where they are attached to the wall of. ‘the pot. Grooves
or combed decoratlon are common on the wall at the same‘
level as the handles, and may also appear on the rim.

There is a certa1n amOunt of var1at10n in the treatment
‘_of the rim, The wall can be almost vertlcal or sl1ghtly
bowed The slze of the form varles a good deal R1ms from'
San G1ovann1 vary from 22 0 to 44 .0 cms 1n dlameter

A complete proflle of the wide-mouthed jar ex1sts in an
unstrat1f1ed context (P0515) P0515 has a rim dzameter of |
.35,0 cms, a base diameter of 11.5ncms and a complete helght
of‘27'5 cms'; B o

Three examples .were noted among materlal from Calle d1

o Tr1car1co.~These three vary in size and decorat1on The

largest, with a rim d1ameter of 40. 0 cms, is decorated w1thv
\a 11ne of wavy comblng on its upper wall., A second p1ece
(rim d1ameter 32 0 cms) has a r1m decorated w1th r1dgxng,,
dragonal cross hatch1ng, and thumb 1ndentatlons on the outerl
. edge, The-th1rd piece is very small, with a d1ameter-of onlyv
21.0 cms. The rim is rxdged All three have sllghtly thlnner '

| walls than ordlnary examples from San G1ovann1.‘
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A pot.with a'simiiar rim but a more‘globular hody was

- noted in the Castrum excavat1on exh1b1t at tho Muceo d1:\ '

@)

Metaponto- while the excavation at Atella produced a pot

, w1th a 51m11ar profxle, but . rather 5urpr1sxngly since all

handles on this form at San Glovann1 are attached
hor1zonta11y, a vertzcal strap handle.
A form strxklngly slm11ar to the wide- mouthed jar (SG

Form 43) has been excavated at Pamplona in Spa1n‘ 1t is

' relat1vely deeper than the San Glovannl examples. Other

mater1al 1n thamcontext suggestg;a date in the late second
or, early thzrd century A D 124

| With" thlrty seven examples, Form 43 is the most common
form in the ware at San Glovannl after the small amp*-
Form 1), desplte the fact that it dées not - appear bef "

Upper Mldden I, in the mld f1fth century A D It is equally

' common 1n both Mldden v and destructlon contexts of Perlod

III, a d15tr1but1on which 1nd1c es that it cont1nued as a
form of major 1mportance to the end of the San Glovannl.

51te

| Context 6x . o r /c. 425- ~c. 460 A.D./

There is only one certaln example of the form 1n Upper

7Midden I, the earllest context in uhxch it appears.

1. P1446 | rd 42.5 orange : ' .redepalnt

oy

-, I j x

| - _;__-: _____________ - 4

334Cf, Mezquiriz de Catalan, Pompaelo (1958) f1g. 57 pp.
135-136. The .rim diameter of the piece is 29.2 cms;. the
he1ght 40 0 cms. There is no ev1dence of lateral handles.

\.\



. 287

' vContext 8 : B 460 A,D./ | -
Three examples of thzs form 1n buildup for Perzod 111
construct1on in ZOne 3 conf1rm that the form vas: already

e1ng accepted by the mid fifth century ‘A D,,‘

- 2. P1918* " rd 3B.0 llght orange redbrown paxnt ;’5'

- Grooves . on npper wall, -

‘3., P3579 . rd 22.0 pele butf ~ brown paint

4. P3605% rd 30.5 pale buff o dark brown palnt
Context 9 ‘.*. . "\ ‘_” 7; /c. 460 A, D.

There are a number of 1nd1cat10ns that the mater1al

used in. ‘the later remodelllng of the Perlod I1 rooms. in Zone:

v2 dates after the beg1nn1ng of Per1od III. The concentratlon ‘

of f1ve exahples of the w1de mouthedﬁgar is one, slnce the
fact that there ‘is only one example of the form 1n Context

- 6% (Upper Mldden I) 1nd1cates that the form had ovly Just

kbeen 1ntroduced by the ‘mid- fifth century A.D. ‘\
5. P1470% rd 32 0 dull brown - purple brown palnt
| p,’ﬁidgeé Fim, pln o ’f\\; N - ' .‘\\ |
6. PI477. © rd 32.0. orange.["“. ww&w\\fred\pg}nt A
- “'Line of wavy combxng on wall- below rim. Q\S\\\¥ff¥‘ |
7. P1480 - rd 28 0 dull brown » _’ purple brown pa1nt
Two grooves. on outer edge of r1m i;;:w“‘ |
igfij1872¥ ‘rd 30. llght orange : , oranqg palnt :
‘ \;Unusnalrimangﬁe /rldges on. wall ‘below r1m., ‘#ff*;¥;;;;’

9. P3002%  rd 42.0 | buff 9 N 5,‘dark brown paint A

eLlne of wavy comb1ng above r1Qges on wall , a {m
o - ‘ o R , f: o i



Ay e
Context 10 . - . c.460 +AD.
%10. P1688 rd 32 5 orange wzh  redbrown peint | |

Faint rxdges on rim. - . e
Context 12¢ . . /c. 460-g, 530 A. ./

Although there is no complete example of the
»wlde-mouthed jar’ 1n the Midden 1V context, ten rims of thls
form were found. There 13 a’ wide variety of decoratxon on

examples of the form in this context.

11, P1776 rd 41.5, brown g //“féﬁf;;int

Grooves on wall ‘:'_ . »l. , .
12, P3119% rd 30. 5 buff to B redbroﬁn to dark
. o . l1ght ‘orange :3 | brown paint o

ww

Squared rlm, 11n¢'of very relaxed wavy comblng and -

o

rldges,on.upper,wall horlzontal handle, additional wall

sherds indioate’fine‘horlzontal str1at10ns%n.low_er,o

Sy : & - . . 2

B wall ; . A ‘ - . - L . . * . ‘ ~ '
13. P3122 rdl'3w(.ﬁo light orange’  ‘dark red paint
14, .P3146 . rd 26r0.plight orange | - orange paint, ..

 Rim clavahows fplding'Stress. ]
15, P3165 rd 32. 0 llght orangef » "redhrohn_peint‘r
'Two g;ooves on upper “wall. . "
16. P3184* .rd 38.0 llght orange \\\ uﬁorange palnt

Loose Ilne of wavy comblng on rim and OR upper wall

'?Jﬁf'fq P3289 " *rd 130.0 llght orange ' M brown palnt :
frves at outer edge of rlm, érooves on upper wall
y.

”{11;P3592 " rd 22,0 llght orange - : orange Pﬁlnt S

Swélllng 1ndrcates—attachment poxnt for horlzontaL
o r , o _ r

4



71ncomplete, but bears two of an orlgznal tl
~f1ngerpr1nt 1mpresslons at the p01nt wher

_ the wall. The interior. efﬁthe wall of 92 ¢4 13 _/ﬁ'7‘y(.,?

N | . . ;"'
19, B33z rd 27.0 ‘light ckdn§q65~;i'fr own paint v
| \”'Loose line of wavy combingnpn rim. " 'F, S :

i 29.;9;660 | w8 ‘ Huff rbdbrcwn phin&-’ _
‘$':‘WQVy :ém@{hg~on wa1r2 hotizon:§1 hiqdicfiithféhri¢.thumb
‘imprénsions at. attacg' | | B

21, P3750% . rd 31. 5 QttiA _ rose rgd paint .'
lSquared ?im, trace ‘of handle attachmenﬁ" two linoa of
 relaxed wavy comb1ng on upper wall ‘ u‘ » .

 2;.;P3761.‘ rd 44. 0 dull brown | dark broyn:paiht}‘
“ ‘Two st1ck drawn wvavy llnes on upper wall, ;$>:7 ;; :
\ S

'Contbxt 13 e Je. 530 A.D./

Elght examples of the formL1n destructxon materxal of

Per1odeII show that it cont1nu 8. to the end ot the

: occupatzOn of the s;te Wall sJerd P1803 hag the horxzontéI\\\

. [
handle whxch 15 typ1cal of th1s form. The hfndle is

"Kee degoratlve

, 1t is attached tof,

Y
Lo

fire- darkened ',,‘/S"' ; R fy' t;’ o -
23, P1101 rd 44 0 buff /Mrmnm1nt .
'  Line of wavy ‘combing on ri#ﬂ 5‘1 /,¢A:{ ; j f “‘ |
224;'P1803 Vysfii- bro&n * f . //‘ oﬁanéé p%iﬁth‘ 
e tHandle with: fxngerprxnt 1é§;esé1qns.f  ﬂ\i‘f ‘ C
‘zéffp1694 “rd ;2?% oranée o red orange parnq
| gThree llnes of wavy comblég below rlm. Tﬁri i
Aizeﬁ p2036% | rd 42.0 pale buft - llght brpwn palnt

;! ~.



| fgimeQuaredVat'outer edge.dzf m7;~<;\‘ - _i‘; r’i
-.27;~é2044;'~ rd 31 0 dull orange - lxght brovn paxnt
| 7Two grooves in outer edge ofhr1m, £1ne w1de spaced
k7r1dges on ‘upper wall f1ne hor1zontal str1at1ons on R

- lower exterior wall* ?

“28.’93815 rd 43.0, dull brown = dark brown paint
o Two ‘lines: of wavy comb1Fg separated by double groove.v

29, P3757 - rd 34 0 llght orange L redbrown palnt

AN

' Two r1dges on outer edge of r1m, grooves on upper wall

o f;horlzontal handﬂg ‘ _ .
| 30. 03817  rd 38.0 buff - brown painti,

gs,:Heavy 1nternal rim round “two sl1ght d%ogves on outer
‘ edge of rim. . - T "¢. _’," y t?P |
Context 14 J [ ', ; ~:"/c; 530 + A.D.

>

| A number “of examples of the form appear in top5011
P3539* is. unusually n1cely made | ' ,
31, 1067 ; rd 39.0 buff R ;gylredorown paint
32 P1325* rd 32 0 dull orange ':;" no. palnt ,

9 wall is sl1ghtly convex. \ - ‘1
33. P1859  rim  dull brown' ' purple brown paint
o Five grooves on uall below rlm. " “‘ PR
34, P3016 rd 30 0 brown ‘_f‘ U no paint

“ Trace of attachment of. horlzontal handle. _.
. 35, P3539%  rd 33.0 brown. dark brown palnt
| " Line of relaxed wavy ~combing above two grooves on..upper

wall,‘grpovea on ‘outer edge of rint, f1ne horlzontal :;

' striations on’ lower wall.

Viadis a0t



R

36 93653 rd 26 0 brqyn 5*’751 , brown pa1nt

N
|

Trace of attachment of hor1zontal handle} “:\::
37 P3795 rd 42 0 brown 'L<f_["" dark brown palnt ’: 3
o Two r1dges on. outer edge of - r}m.\};‘

H

.

L

' Form 44- Mortarlum h

The typ1ca1 cla551cal mortar1um w1th pourlng spout and

-rounded roughen\d\qnterror floor does not occur on the San,,

Glovanm. site. The form Qoted> here is Very much lfke the .

\

o
@ortar1um, in’ that a spout 1s deflned over the wlde rim by a

clay rldge wh1ch runs. along the 1nter1or wall for most of
e ") .

.the d1ameter and then turns outward to reach the outer edge

.,of the r1m,,form1ng a shallow pourlng spout. ?here,rs/no

E preserved ev1dence of the typ1ca1\mo/tar1um floor; ‘instead
the form has. fairly steep stra1ght\walls; A much smaller >:7
bowl w;th a 51m11ar prof11e in ‘an apparently 51m11ar fabrlc

. and style of pa1nt was excavated frOm ac stern context of

the early sixth century A. D, at the Hera1on at Samos..
f

The two pleces llsted below may possebly belong to. the
same vessel however the draw1ngsjshow some dlfferences.{'7
Context 6+ S | /e. a25-c. 460 A.D./

v'l.ﬂ P1330*' ,rd'4Q;5:'rosebto R ; red.palnt'
| . R grey brown ERE

Two applled buttons on flattened r1m.

£
T

|, *%s H. P, Isler, "ziSterne" (1969), pl. 92, fig: 5 (K3836).



2. P7295iv rd 41, 0 rose to . '-noqpalnt‘w

grey brown

'Form 45 W1de—Mouthed Spouted Bowl w1th Carlnated Wall
o Thrs relat1ve1y shallow carxnated form is d:stzngu1shed
'“by -an upturned tubular spout under the r1m and sharply
'_'curved vert1cal~strap handle, attached Just under Qhe rxm ‘
”and Just at the car1nat1on, probably opp051te the spout“ Nor
plece on the San G;ovannl site. has been preserved w1th both:;
Vspout and handle, but a complete prof1le of a 51m11ar form..
iexlsts Lnlcoarse vare (P2047) The d1mens1ons of P2047 are:
r1m dlameter 16.5" cms, base dlameter 11 0 cms, helght 10. 8"~'
cms.‘The pla1n,_fa1rly w1de, flat base of P2047 suggests the
p0551b111ty of a srnllar base for the form in late Roman |
palnted common Ware..v,j._ | | | "

'-The form had a bead trlangular,'or sl1ghtly flared
'r1m*~R1dges or some other decoratlon are always present on
- the wall above the Carlnat1on 1nd1cat1ng that the form was
1ntended for table servlce. Pleces classed as examples of -

__this form nange 1n size from very small to qulte large.

- A r1m perhaps of this form was noted among pleces
excavated at Calle d1 Trlcarico._The plece has a bead rim
(r1m dlameter 17 5 cms) and grooves on the shoulder. The

Vl form.1s also‘related to the 'vaso a becucclo , in a.p0551bly

¢ -



'l~.1half of the fifth century A, D

N >f;‘m';,~;f‘fa‘( fi? Co o
lbcal eommon ware at Albint}milium."* f? fﬂg“-9;}f*

,9The earlxest appearanee of the form at San G:ovann is
”7Q1n Upper Midden I, It seems to belong maanly to~the second
»Twatext 6+ f;&;f_ri fﬁ_,‘_ DT e 425~c.<4so-a D. /

' One of the examples l1sted here (P1960t) has a sharply

'rfcurved handle, a feature which’ 1nd1cates that the lower

‘5f1 P1113 rd 25 0 11ght orange ' ?¥i bro&n paint
. Bead rlm, ridges above 11ne of wavy‘comb1ng on: upper
~wall. ;-’p ,;f' - "tyr’-: i"f‘ r;’y f\\ ‘ ‘
fZ;: P1177- | rd 46. 0 orange i‘ ,';_ ‘dy no paint.

Bead. r1m, lzne of 1ncxsed dents along top edge of r1m, o

‘@ outer edge of r1m 1ndented | ) -
3.~°P1960* s rd 25 0 11ght orange '1_ Q‘redbrown palnt}
Rldge under bead r1m l1ne of wavy comblng on upper
. wall ‘strap handle.r' ‘ | ! ‘ v " -
f’Context 8 ;?‘fm_- ;f_a.,t ‘I: ¢% 460 A, D ./ |
( Thxs plece 1s a: mlniature ver51on of the fammllar fotm,
:‘almost small enough to suggest a Chlld s toy. _“v
P0473* B rd 9 0 lxght orange"' f',red pa1nt'.
"*< Grooves on upper ‘wall, upturned spout.,a

 Context 12« . e 460-c. 530 A.. /

5. P3113% rd'22.03eiightvorange . red. palnt ’

Tightidouble'stiok-drawn Wavy,1ine-aboVe_car1.ationw

*"See'note'170;,above;"

e attachment of the handle was Just below the wall carinatxoh. ‘

L
2
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o

6. P3167¢ rd 22.0 light'csange
e SOt ey

\.g_ Rxdges on r1m, line of tight slopp wavy combzng—abOVe

' ‘o'riﬁg'e‘ “‘.~.~<‘> »nam.‘m

l’ridges above car1nat1on on upper wall upourVed complete
| 7?899ut;& lﬂ _ | v. = ] t‘ ;‘f v. ..,.; _
‘f7,' Razzéil rd 12 0 orange 1’1!?],ffl« redbrown pa1nt
f vRidges on wall above carlnatxon; rather 1ong spout
J“;angled up, w1th mouth broken awa& o '
Context 13 BRI fc. 530 A. D 2 |
Although P1799* has no evzdence of a spout or handle,,,llif
the w1de mouth and car1nated wall of the vessel 1dent1fy the. .
plece as an exampfz of SG Form 45, ” | . : |
J 8. .P1799* ' rd 18.0 ‘brown )'”f"l‘r¥ ) redbrown pa1nt O
- :Trlangular r1m- two flat ridges- onnupper wall abovejis
carlnatlon, whlch 1s marked by a 51m1lar flat rldge' two
_ \sllght rldges below carlnatlon.:n’  ‘ o | s
.Cont‘ext 14 S .._'/'c_:. 53o‘+'A .D."
P3796* is most llkely a very large vers1on of the
familiar bowl w1th car1nated wall- the present example does 'H; h
gnv however, preserve any trace of spout or handle."' “k‘
f é{ .93796* - rd 32. 01 orange _” 'L ' redbrown pa1nt'
| Ridges above Q l1ne of wavy oomb1ng on - wall above |

: mcarlnat1onx shallow t1dges on flat top of trlangular

'r1m.



rremsema

46t Pseudo*rlangedh‘pouted aowl R R

Thia nzque vesseél is clearly related to the flanged '“‘3
‘spoutad bovl (SG\Form 42) It is not actually flanged but’a
| sharply carinated\upper wal; proQuces a szm11ar effect. §~h
j\flithxckened r1dged 11p takes the place of the deflned rzmdof
" _the flanged spouted powl, |

The walls areé thlmner thanlthose of:typieal exam§1eshof:'ﬂ,
the flanged spouted dowl and the pzece is carefully made.

B :The spout of the for 1s also not the clumsy hand-formed

*‘spout seen on the' langed spouted bowl but 1s a(wheel-made

jitube w1th comparatlvely thin walls. A 51m11ar spout occurs )
on the flanged spouted bowl w1th sharply curved wall (SG
pForm 42 Varlant) and the wlde—mouthed spouted bowl w1th o

h‘!“dcarlnated wall (SG Form 45) . | |

As the form appears in the Perlod III constructlon

A

”cbntext 1n ZOne 2 it ev1dent1y appears after the mlddle of
- the fifth century A D A second plece of th1s vessel

(P3551*) appeared in Context 13%,

v

,ftContext 9 S fsﬂ:, :<I>'\ /c. 460 A.D. T

Y

1. P1193* - rd "32. 0. buf £ of:_. o brown black pa1nt

\

Rldges on rim and flange,vapplled $pout hutton on

?ﬁange.'

v

Form 47 Wlde—Mouthed Pot with Trlangular R1m .
The form is a w1de-mouthed globular pot wlth a

triangular rlm. S1nce,only rims have been preseryed, there

.“



a fa1rly uniform medium szze, w1th a ri* dxameter averagxng’
.rabout 18 cent:meters. One plece, P3823* has a th1cken1ng ’
”»wall under the rzm,‘zndxcatlng a poss1ble handle attachment,
. : An example of thlS form noted among the materlal from
. Calle has a diameter of 16 cms. ‘; S ; -&
The form flrst appears at San Giovanni in the bu11dup

for the Perlod III renovat1on in ZOne 2. It is also related

to Eorm.SO, wh1ch appears only in Context 12% (Mldden 1v).

"c,'ontext~9" e /c. 460 A.D.

1. P]848t i rd 21 0 orange ‘;.t . _ brown pa1nt
F1ne grooves at inner side of rim 1nter10r, w1de shallow~
groove on shoulder. ﬁ/g )

.Context 12* S L '/c; '4'60-c. 530-A.D. /:

NS

" There is a varlety of very l1m1ted decorat1on on the
form in this context., | | o _
‘2.‘;P1783‘ - rd 49.0 orange 3' IR 'redbrown palnt
.V~Slignt‘groove:on,outer edge of r1m, rldges below rim,
3. ;P3488 :"ro'18 0 orange | : redbrown pa1nt
| ;Faint r1dglng on‘outer edge of rim and upper wall

4. P3779% - rd 17.0 light orange ' ‘orange paint-

Ve

'!

Ridges in top of r1mt'
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" 5, .P3B23s rd 16.0. orange red paint
Outer edge‘of rim slightly'sduared.

5

Context 13# ,' ‘ . - ‘/c. 530 A.D./

" The color of P3055# 1nd1cates fire darkening.
4

6. P3055% rd 17.0 grey brown " dark brown paint'
’ i
7. P3332 = rd 18.0(‘orange g redbrown paint
- - |

&

Form 48 Globular Pot -with Flared Squared Ridged Rim

Th1s un1que and almost elegant pot imitates the form$of
-the most common coarse vare cooklng pot in" San Gloyann1 _"
contexts of the second ‘half of the fifth century A.D.

,'-Context-g o | VLN i60 A. D.

1. P1468* ‘ rd'13 0 .dull brown o redbrown paint

' Rldges with vert1cal slashes 1n outer edge of r1m, 11ne

‘ of wavy comblng above r1dges on shoulder.

4

- Form 49? Reavthlobular Pot with Flared Rldged Rim‘

A few’ heavy pot forms appear in the late Roman palnted
‘common ware. The rims vary, and the forms have therefore :f\<_
‘been llsted 1nd1v1dually, but SG Forms 41, 49 and 51 are'
certalnly related One example of SG Form 49 appears in
mater1al from bu1ldup for the constructlon of Period III in
Zone 3, therefore in the mlddle of the flfth century A. D.

»the other in Midden IV,
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8
o

Y
Context 8 - c. 460 AD./
1. pzosé- rd 18.0° light orange - orange paint |
Context 12¢°  +  /e. 460-c. 530 A.D./ -
2. P34]5‘ rd, 13.0 1;ght o.nnge - red paint

Two grooves in flat rim top..

Form 50: Wide-Mourhed.Jar with Triangular Rim.
The rim profile of this form ahd fts comparali&e
dellcacy are comparable to SG Form 47°4Form 50 is
' d15t1ngu1shed from Form 47 by its vertical wall and larggr
rim dxameter. Decoratlon on the three examples of thls form
is qurte varled, and unusual in its concentration on the
rim.
All three examplee are in Midden IV, suggesting a date
‘for the form in the second hélf of the fifth century‘A;D. It
is probably essentially contemporary w1th SG Form 47,
Context 12% o /c. 460-c. 530 A.D./
1. P3767% rd 27'0' light orange redbrown pa1nt
| --Shallow rldges in rim top crossed by obl1que dents.
2J"P3846  rd'24.0 vorange S o orange pa1nt
o Two lines of ob11que 1nc151ons on outer edges of
'trlangular rim, grooves on outer 51de of rxm., |
‘3.7 P3847 rd 31 0 orange |  " ‘red pa1nt
‘ 'Grooves 1n rim top, wavy'combed decorat1on on upper~
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Form 51 Heavy Globular Pot with Trianqulur Rim and Double
Handles o '

The double strap B.na;.- of thia heavy pot are attached
immedietely to its triangular rim. The flat base of P3736+
" (Porm 51 Variant) suggeste a similar base for Form 51,
| -A larqe heavy pot wzth a triangular rim, somewhat
| similar to SG Porm 49, but with no evidence of double
' hendles, occurs in a late context at Conimbriga, where the
lete fine wares are almost 1dent1cal to the range at San
Giovanni.?*" - : .\;‘ |
The form flrst appears ‘in Mléden v at San G1ovanni-
that is, not before the second hal£\0£ the fifth century
A.D. | | o | S
Context 12« -~ /c. 460 ‘c. 530 A.D./

Both examples of the form in this context bear a 11ne'
of wavy comblng on the outer angle of the trlangular rim,
1. P3222%+ rd 13, 0 orange o orange palnt

.'Two l1nes of wavy comb1ng and a line of horizontal
| comblng on shouldei.' _ l _
2. P3266% rd 15.0 llght orange | ‘red paint
Line of relaxed wavy comblng on outer angle of
trlangular r1mv; 2 |
Context 13+ I / | 530 A.D./
: Only a b1t of rim. w1th one handle appears in thls
ljcontext | _‘ _
'3, 'P3546 rd 1! 5 brown .g - . no paint

— e ol T ——— ————————

~ *27plarcéao, Conlmbnlga 4 (1975) pl..XVIIi, “°'.357;
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;
G:ooval on outer odge of rim. I .

Context 14 t, - . /q. 530 + A.D.

Not enough of this piacc is proltrvod to 1d¢nti!y the
form with absolute certainty, but it lQQMI to be the same
doublc~h¢ndlod pot with triangular rim which first appears
~in Midden 1IV. b ‘ _

4, 'P3797 @ 15.5 dull brown brown black paint -

Two heavy grooves in upper rim.

LI

Form 51 Vaiiant: Heavy Glopuqu Pot with Triangular.Rim,
Applied Thumb Frill Below Rim u
’Tﬁe form of this pot is exactly similar to the pot with
'trlangular rim whlch first appeared in Midden IV; the '
' variant wlth applied frill under the rim appears only in "’
top501l Thumb,frzlled decoratlon is unusual on painted
B common ware at San Glovann1, appearzng only on SG Forms 51
Varlant and 67. The decoratLon is very common on large
basins in common ware of the fifth century A.D. at-
Conlmbrlga."' P3736* has ;'wlde flat base. |
‘Context 14 o ' B ' | " Jc. 530 + A. D
1. P3736* - rd J4QO lighf oréﬁge o laght orange paiht-
' ©bd 15.0 - | o
Thhmb ffill applied"under.rim, stick-dtawn QavjAIine on

shoulder;

-

[ S S g —— v A — - —— - — -

”'Conimbrlga v (1975), nos. 739-767, pls.‘xxxvxx—XXXxx; cf.
p. 150. . ' '



| amn
rors 82: Jar vith Vertical *l&lg iarkou lertsqﬁﬁui l$t7lw
vhie torm seems to be relatod to 8G rors 43, gh.

‘nsa.--auznea jar. There are tvo caeuplel of Porm.

destruction contexts ot Period 111, Both piecee have L
oha:tered and powdery su:tace. vhich is unusual for the
painted commen ware. The featurs suggests that the pieces
were not ﬁn?d~gired. or poeoib;y they have suffered fire |
damage in the deetrdction of the buildinqs. Sherda from the
lovwer well of P3296 suggest thnt the uell curves in end thq
veesel il £air1y deep. An unetratitied verlion, PO?OBt is
probebly related. The form evidently dates to the lete fifth
and early sixth centurins A.D. | '
Context 13% - . "/ /e. 530 A.D./
1. P3296  rd 4.0 pale buff no paint

’

Eiterior surface shattered.
2. P3649 rd 14.0 buff | ' redbrown paint’
o Intefior surface shattered. A
Context 14 _— ~ Jc. 530 + A.D.
3. P3333 rd 19.0 orange redb;own:paint

Line of wavy combing on rim.

 Form 53: Funnel with Rfaped Carinated Rim
| Form 53 is a falrly large funnel v1thva carxnated r1m »
rather 51m11ar to the rim of the ‘bowl w1th rldged carlnated
"rlm (SG Form 22) or the pseudo—flanged bowl (SG Form 46)

q Fa1nt.r1dges'appear at the level of}the carination.
e - .



.;_.’&*u‘ anly ctwtﬁin example ’“ﬁf e ﬁmmw“laﬂndttlunt
the 1.:0 pnutorr !run San Giovanni, A!S!St vas rcﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬁuutud”
from phordl ucntttrid in dn.truction conuoxtqut thﬂ |

prastorium of Period I1I. While the orlginal surfage vas
certainly orange, several of the sherds which b.léng to the
veasel have been fire-darkened to a pale grey color.
, uatcrial in the context vas depo.itad in the early
haixrh century A.D,
. Context 13s ' /c. 530_A.l;./
1. P3383s rd 23.0 orange to orange paint
ba 5.0 pale grey
Porm numbers 54 to 60 have been left open.

Miscellaneous =zr-s
Form 61: Small GloBular Pot with Vertical Rim

" This small form has.a round body, vertical rim, and a
flat base which is not sharply defined. It may have one or
two slightly rounded strap handles, attached to the rim and
upper wall. The examples excavated on the site are

practically uniform in size. A complete profile exists for

this form (P3607%).

- — " T — - —— -

12% See note 173, above.
13Cf, C. B. Ruger, "Romische Keram1k aus dem Kreuzgang der

Kathedrale von Tarragona", Madrjder Mitteilungen 9 (1968),
fig. 15, 1 and p. 257.
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if An‘identicalvveSSfl was. Seen among the forms from Calle
di Tr1car1co. The: examble there has no s1gn of 1nc1sed
.decoratlon. v .'ﬁ i
- The form has a long life on the late San Giovanni site.
c'It appears in the earliest contexts for the ware, end. :
'examples~1n these éontexts nave the'early incised line
'decorat1on. The fact that the form also appears in Mldden v
and destructlon contexts of Perlod III without the early
Jdecoratlon, 1mp11es that the form continues to be produced
in the second half of the flfth century A.D. : >
Contegt 3% - e ‘ é} 375 A.D./
The Single example in destruction material of Period I
}s treated with;incised through siip decoration. . .
1. P3612 '-‘rd‘8.0_ 1i§ht'oran§e‘u redbrown paint
| Inciseddgig;eg line'on upper wall. ) |

. o ]
-Context 5# )

“. . /c. 375-c. 425 A.D./

Lower-Midden I has oné‘éxamplenof this‘forﬁ, againkwith
-incised.decoration.'91404‘hesvtwo‘snall vertical strap

k nandles atteChed et opposite Sides oflthe;pot.n'k» N

,-_2; P14d4* rd‘8‘0 buff : . Iv redbrown palnt o

| Inc1sed 21gzag llne be%ween stra1ght llnes, p0851ble '

splrals depend from lower line. ; ) |

Context 6% | L : /c. 425[c. 460'A.D./

A third example of the form, in Upper Midden I, is also |
decorated with the type of incised decorat1on described |
above. _

3. P1451% ‘;rd 9.0 = orange ' L_ | nredvpeint

N
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Two very lightly 1nc1sed zlgzag 11nes.

The two examples of th1s form in later contexts have no
Atrace of any plast1c decorat1on. P3392 is very 51m11ar in ﬂ,'
form to P3607*. ; - '

Context 12¢ Jc. 460-c. 530 A D. /

4. P3392 rd 6.5 buff | dark’ red palnt
Context 13% o , \ Jc. 530 A.D./
. P3607* rd 6.5 Dbuff to ' brown paint

dull brown

Form 62: Lid with‘Squared Rim | ;
A 11d form appears in a ware‘essentlally 1dent1cal to

the palnted common ware, but unpalnted Uncatalogued
| examples are recorded from-the exposed destructlon materiai
- of‘Period I in the néariViéiniry of MiddenVI,ahd_from Upper
Midden ;zv 4 ' -

A good example of the form also appeared at

'Atella'\where the iatest dated material-is no'later than the
flrst quarter. of the flfth century A, D 231 Thls dlstrlbutlon
suggests that the form belongs to the late fourth and early J/jff
fifth centurles A.D. | |
‘Context 3« ST e 375 A.D./ -

1. P1833* rd.23}0v_1ighr brown ‘no paint

”'See,note 152, above.
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‘ Fgrm'63: Small Wide—Mouthed»Pot.with'SIightly Flared Rim .

are therefore ass1gned a form number. The tentatlvely

: A number of varylng p1eces seem to make up a class and

-

,def1ned form 1s a small " wxde—mouthed pot w1th a rounded

lower wall and very sl1ghtly flared rim,. Tbere are no

‘complete examples. This form ev1dent1y appears only 1n late

'fourth and early flfth century contexts.

-

Context 3*A‘- o d S 1 c. 375 A.D./

‘The best example of the form (P3039*) appears in thlS

context P3446 has a very narrow hor1zontaI r1m.

1. P3039%x rd 10.0 brown “‘redbrown paint
2. P3446  rd 9.0  buff red paint
Context 5% L : S - /e, 375-c 425 A.D. /

The form 1s only tentatlvely attested 1n this context

vjudglng by’ the curvature and size of the. wall sherd The

' sherd wa catalogued because of 1ts unusual decoratlon-

while most pa1nted decoratlon on the pa1nted common ware 1s

brushed on completely at random fhere the palnt is applled

‘1n a comparatlvely neat pattern of w1de d1agonal and
dlagonal 21gzag 11nes ' |
3. P1632 p.ws' - lioht_brown o ' dark-brOwn paint

‘COntext 6+ /el 4a25-c. 460 A.D./

The fabric of thlS plece in Upper Mldden I is burnt‘
grey; it is- 51m11ar to the effect of P1151* (SG Form 3, ‘a
pitcher w1th flared tref01l rlm) from the same context, and
to P1554* (SG Form 64) from Lower Mldden 1.

4.” P1297* rd~10.0~ grey- _ grey black pa1nt



_ 276‘ :

P1297t is anomalous because it has no neck
Context«? Lo , e 340-c. 460 A.D. _
5, P1296* rd 12.0 1ight orange ”r no pa1nt

Th1s p1ece may actually be the rim of a new ]ug form.

‘Form 64: W1de*Mouthed Jar or Bowl with Sllghtly Flared R1m'

A number of comparatlvely soft sherds, often burnt grey

vand wzth no trace opralnt, appear in Lower and Upper M1dden»

%%{hese p1eces seem ' to be fire- damaged examples/of palnted
common ware. Several are decorated w1th stabbed comb1ng

One such plece in a stratlfled late context is a bowl

-for p0551bly a. dellcate w1de—mouthed jar Wlth a sllghtly

flared rim. The inner edge of the r1m is decorated w1th
_stabbed comblng A very 51m11ar rim of the ‘same formr-

| (P1989*) was found in top5011 1n Zone 1. ‘
‘Context 5*_ I . :/c. 375—c' 425 A.D. /
1. 'P1554% rd 19.0 ‘dull grey bromn . no pa1nt

Vertlcal stabbed combzng spaced on. 1nter1or of rim.

/
/
/

Form 65: Small Cup with Ridged Rim s
A'number‘of'rims which‘may belong to a small_cup/with a
‘vertical wall and ridged rim,,or to a jug form eimilar to

the jug with a vertical neck and plain rim which occurs at
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Atelle;'are‘teutatiuely'oiiseed‘together here es erformA"’o
V'The date of thelgprm may be the m1d flfth century A, D., |
. since two of three examples appear in bu1ldup for Per1od III
1n ZOne 3.; | ' ’_ ‘ o - |
. Context 8 - S e 450 A.D. ./

‘The rim. of P2067* has only a 51ngle groove below the
_outer edge of the r1m. | | ‘ |

1. PJ912* rd 9.0 - light orange - broﬁh‘pqint

2. P2067¢ rd 9.0 dull brown ‘black paint -
. Context 13 . = o -/c. 530 A.D./
3. P3578 - rd 9.0 orange . . redbrown paint

© e

 Form 66: Heavy Lid with Round\uhder Rim

‘ Th1s 1id form is unlque and un&s\\lly heavy. It occurs
in M1dden 1V, where 11ds w1th a heavy round under the r1m
are ‘common in coarse ware.t'g'_; L L v
Context 12« . . -~ .~ /c. 460-c. 530 A.Dv/
1. P3237%  rd 14.0 buff - no paint

Form 67: Lid~or Bowl with Frilled‘Rim _‘
P1197* is not comprete enough to deflne 1ts form
conv1nc1ngly It is of some 1nterest because of the use of r

: thumb fr;lllng-as detbret}on, as Form‘ST Variant.

T e ——— —— - ———— —

~ 231The jug at Atella (from layer AT80.1.3) had . 1nc1sed o
 decoration on its shoulder; see note 152 above.
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" Context 6+ . ";‘7'_-,“  /c. 425-c. 460 A.D./
A’1; \P1197*; rd 23 0 l{ght orange " mo paint‘ \

; Form numbers 68 and followlng have been left open.

K. Conclusxons on Typology and Chronology
' Late Roman pa1nted common ware flrst appears on the San
*Gloyannl s1te in contexts whlch predate the constructlon of
Persod I1; that is, the ware appears at some t1me in the
third quarter of the fourthvcentury A. D New forms were
introduced regularly from the flrst appearance of the ware
xup to the end of the 11£e of the srte. The ;ntrodyctlon of
certain decoration styleS«can also be follomed tﬁronoh the.
series of late site contexts (see Table VI). Q
~ The earllest forms in the late pa1nted common ware to .
vappear on the San Glovannl site are the small amphora (SG h

Form 1), the bowl w1th pla1n r1m (SG Form 21), the’ small

globular pot w1th vert1ca1 rim (SG Form 61 the lid with
squared rim (SG»Form 62), and the small wide- mouthed pot
with slightly flareddrim (sG Form 63). Theesmallsamphora
.eyentuaiiy estabiiShed'itselfLas the moet>common form in the
ware at'SanJGiovanni. TheSe.five forms.appearrin the'Per{od.
1 Destructlon context (Context 3*) ‘which 1s dated c. 3751
A.D Inc1sed 11ne decorat1on also appears in this earlxest
context for the ware. _ L |

The ]U§§w1th plaln carlnated rim (SG Form 2) the'

p1tcher with flared, tref011 rim .and carlnated neck (SG* Form

"3), the closed form w1th palntedvexterlorrand reserved base,
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'G1ovann1.

~that is, at some time before 460 A D.
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the bowl wzth plain rim and burnxsh d interior (SG Form 21

. Variant), the heavy globular pot w1wh horxzontal rlm’(SG

Form 41), and the w1de-mouthed bowl r jar w1th stabbed

Nt

. comb1ng (SG Form 64) all first appear in Lower ‘Midden I w

A'(Context 5%), - between 375 and 425 A. D Seven of f1fteen

strat1f1ed examples of the 1nc1sed 11ne decoration occur ‘in
this context: .the t‘pe clearly dates c. 400 A, D ‘at San
” Ten new forms appear in Upper M1dden I (Context 6%),

1nclud1ng two of the- most common and dlst1nct1ve forms 1n

the ware- the flanged spouted bowl (SG Form 42) and its
i var1ant, and the w1de mouthed Jar (sG Form 43). Examples of
','wavy comblng appear assoc1ated with these and other forms.

 Other new forms are the pitcher w1th squhtly flared rim (SG

Form 4), the jug'With Vertical neck and knobbed’rim (SG Form -

,6) the bowl w1th rldged car1nated rim (SG Form 22), the

mortarlum (SG Form 44)‘ and the w1de~mouthed spouted bowl

w1th carlnated wall (SG Form 45) The earllest eéxamples of
bowl forms imitating African Red Slip (SG Form 28 imitates
-Hayes Form 73  A: SG Form 29 imitates Form 61 B/87) appear in

the same context

The Jug or pltcher w1th beveled rim and tw1sted handle {\

(SG Form 5) first appears in the broadly dated Context 7;

o
New forms in Period III Construction Bu1ldup in Zone 3

‘arevtwo-un;que jug forms with rldged rims (SGsForms 10 and

il), the small bowl Qlth ridged rim (S6 Form 23), the heavy '
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globular pot with flared r1dged r1m (SG Form 49), and the
small cup with rxdged rim (SG Form 66) The ridged rims
'conf1rm that these pieces are contemporary and date to the
-middle of the fifth century A.D. .

“ Seven new f0qms eppear in éontext 8 which is 

‘important is the bow ith 1ippedvcarinated rim and base

construction contextﬁr Period 111 'in Zone 2. The most -
r1ng‘(SG Form 24). Other forms are the jug or p1tcher wlth
thumb resﬁ_at the rim (SG Form 7), the jug with ridged
cerinated/fim (SG Form 8), the péeudo-flanged spouted bowl
-(sG Form 46), the wide—ﬁouthed pot'witﬁ triangular rim (SG
Foém 47), and'tﬁe globuiar pot ﬁith fla:ed sduared rim (sG
Form 48) that imitates a contemporary coarse ware‘pot}
extremely common'on the site. A'uniqﬁe bowl which seemS'to
imitete Phocaean Red Slip Hayes Form 3 (SG Form 30) also
appeare in this context.} |

Seven ne& forms of minor 1nterest appear 1n Context 12%
(Midden IV). They are the pitcher with ridged flared trefoil
rim’(SG Form 12), the'smell bowl with lipped rim (SG Form 24
~ Variant) which imitates ARS Form 99, the thin—wellea
"wide—mouthed jar with triangtiar rim (SG Form 50), the |
QOuble—handled globular pot with triangular rim (SG Form
51), and the heavy'lid‘with round under .the rim (SG Form
66). The bowl with llpped car1nated rim and base ring (SG
‘Form 24) becomes very common in thlS context (there are

eight examples).vBowls imitating African Red Sllp Hayes

Forms 96 (SG Form 31), 97 (SG Form 32) and 99 (SG Form 24
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Variant) also appear here.

Wavy combing becomes very\common in this context, and

’

stick-drawﬁ wavy lines also appéar. The context is

characterized by the occurence of horizontal striations on

the lower exterior wall and bése of closed forms and
especially of bowls.

New forms in the destruction levels of Period III are
the bowl with wide ridged rim projéctiﬁg into the interior
(SG Form 33)L which may be influenced bykfhe profile of
Phocaean Red Slip Hayes Form 8; th; bowl with lipped
triangular rim (SG Form 34), which may imitate African Red
Slip Hayes Form 93/§4;’the jar with vertical wall aﬁd narrow
horizontal rim (SG Form 52); and the funnel with ridgéd
carinated rim (SG Form 53). | o

'~ A variant éf“the double-handled pot with triangular rim
(sG Form 51 Variant)--the variant has a thumb frill just
Underrtﬁe rim and a stick-drawn wavy lihe on its
shpulde:--ocqﬁrs only in topsoil.

| of féfty—three forms in the painted cémmon waré, éhe
greatest numbgr of new forms (ten) is introdUced in Upper
Midden I (Context 6%); that is, before 4601AfD.kSe§en_new
forms abpear in Contexts 8 and 12*rrespect§vely; that is,
most likely between 460 and 500 A.D. By 460 A.D.,

twenty-seven of the forty-five forms which occur at San-

i Giovanni had been introduced, including the three most

common forms, the small amphora, the flanged Spouted bowl,

‘and the wide-mouthed jar.
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The only highly successful form to be introduced after
460 A.D. vas the bowl with knobbed rim (SG Form 24). In
short; although only about onerthird of the numiber of
catalogued pieces in stratifiel contexts appears in oontexts
pre-dating 460 A.D,, the ware was already well*establkphed
by that date. At the ‘end of. the life of the site, the
palnted common ware was still strongly established. There is

no certaxn ev1dence on the site of any decline in the

popularity of the ware, its technical level of production,
or the energy and innovativeness of its pkoduc EEEE

—————————— - ————— - .- - t—

233An interpretation of these facts in terms of contemporary
economy will appear in Chapter VII, "The Pottery as Mater1al
Evidence of its Society”. —



VI1. The Pottery as Material Evidence of its Society

While the pottery from an archaeological excavation may
be studied only as a collection of inert artitacts or as a
dating tool, pottery in its context is potentially a
many-faceted source of information on the culture and
"aynamic economic structure" of the society which‘pgoduced
~and consumed it, it.io e

San Giovanni is an isoléted rural site and it is
therefore also a socéal and. economic unit of'llmited size
with predictable bouidarieslAA'large percentage‘of the
predivted area of the late site has beeh'excavated, so‘that
the range of finds in the respegtive stratified cootexts'can
be cons1dered representative of the complete range of
artifacts once in use and the f1nds can be' related to a
spec1f1c population, Wthh is also in some sense a’ 51¥g1e_
domestlc unit. This situation is in contrast with that of -
épproxiﬁately contemporary sites at‘Carthage Conlmbriga ‘and
Lunl, where flndeiof the same perlod are from excavatlons in
l1m1ted areas of anc1ent towns ‘

v

234pwareness of the potent1al of pottery as anthropologlcal
evidence for the life of the classical world is a :
comparatively recent phenomenon. Andrea Carandini's
"Produzione agricola" (1969/1970), pp. 96-119, is a ‘
pioneering work. The authors of the publication of the Ostia
Terme excavations have continued to analyse the pottery as
qg economic factor, espec1ally in the concluding section by
randini and C. Panella in Ostia III, pp. 658-696. The °
guote is taken from an important survey by ‘H. McK. Blake,
"Medieval Pottery: Technical Innovation or Economic v
Change?", in Papers in Italian Archaeology I, Part 11, BAR
Supplementary Series 41 (London, 1978), pp. 435 473. '

283
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Wheﬁ analysed uithin its geographic.-and chronological
context, th; pottery of the late period‘from San Giovanni
provides evidence tor the production, transport, marketing
and consumption of 1ndustria11y manufactuted and

.commercxally traded pottery wares,and for the lifestyle,

taste andiecohomic level of the people on the site vho used

\
\

it‘ | | ‘ ' . !

A, Contxnuxty of Occupatxon on ‘the Late Slte
~The succession of forms in f1ne wares 1n the various
contexts of the late 51te can be used as evidence for

contlnulty of occupat1on (see Tables IV-VI), Although no

'.strat1f1ed occupatlon materlal of Late Period I out51de of

the destruction context (Context 3*) was found on the late
site in the areas excaQated froh 1977'to 5980, it is
reasonable to assume that'occupation'was uﬁinterrupted in
the short period betﬁeen*c. 340fahd c. 375 A.D,
The'slight‘overlap in’the.pottery horizon of the
.destruction matefialrof-Periode'(COntext'3*),and that of
‘Lower‘Midden.Iﬁ(Context 5%) suggests that thefe was no”bteok.
in the occupation of the site'botween'Lato Periodé I and II.
In Périod iI the rénge1of datable pottery types rep;esentéd'
. in thé'aécumulation of Midden 1 from c. 375 to c. 460 A.D.,
show that occupafion waS“esséntiaily,uninterrupted.
The'COncentfatioﬁ‘a?d‘accumulation of ;efuseﬁiﬁ mjddens

also indicates that the late'site‘remained in use over



continuous periods of time. On the other hand, the fact that
the poétcry horizons of Midden I and Midden IV are almost
ahtirely discrete may indicate a break in the occupation of
the site botwoen Late Periods II and III. The evidence of
the fine ware types allows the possibility of a break of as
mLch as ten to twenty years within the period from 450 to
470 A.D.; on the other hand, the evidence does not require
such a break. The discovery during the ?xcavntion season of
1982 of the praetOrIum of Per1od I1, which is rather similar
in plan to that of Period II1I, makes a break in continuity
between the two periods less likely.

There is na evidence to suggest discontinuity in the,
occupation ofvferiod III. Al%hough the majority of matgtial'
~of.Midden 1V was probably deposited'early ih.Period,III,
other middens of this period exist which have not yet been
related to thertratigraphic’analysis..The fine ware
‘horizona in the middens of Pefiod III overlap slightly (see
Table VII). The number of middens, tﬁe trahéfers from one
midden site toyanother, and the aﬁount of pottery involved
auégesf that the population 6f Period Iiv was not only

numerous but also quite constant. S

)
I
B. Popﬁlatiqn Size
A vefy“approximate estimate of the relative population
/ .
in the dlfferent periods of the late sate can be flgured on

"the basis of the ratlo of catalogued pots in the major.
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occupation contexts icr each poriéd to the’number of years
in which the material collected. It is clear that it was the
intention of ihc occupants of the site to deposit all
rubbish in the contemporary middens, and that we have some
means of estimating the length of time in which the
occupation deposits accumulated. Por the purposes of this
estimate, I am defining Context 3s as occupat/on material of
Late Period I. | |

As 1 have noted above, a number of middens of Period
II1 have been excavated which have not yet becﬁ related to
the stratigraphic analysis. I"estimate that the material in
M?dden IV represents only about a third of all occupation
méterial in Period }II; and therefore I reckon the period of
deposition of Midden IV as approximately twenty-five years,
rather than the full seventy years of Period III.

The ratios of catalogued vesse1s”‘ (a total of 478
pieces in the four contexts)} to years of accumulation, g&e
91/35 for Context 3% (Destruction Material of Period I);
81/50 for Context 5* (Lower Midden I: Occupation Material of
early Period I1); 123/35 for Context 6* (Upper Midden I:
Occupation Material of late Period II); 185/25 for.Context
12+% (Midden IV; Occupation Material of Period I11I). The
respective values of these ratios expressed in terms of
déposktion of vessels per year are: 2.60, 1.62, 3.51 and
7.32. 1f deposition occured at a fairly con§istent.fate

- e e - - “

23s5while catalogued pieces make up somethirig less than 5% of-~
all excavated sherds, they represent about one half or more
of 1dent1f1ab1e excavated vessels.
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related to popul tlon, these flgures would 1nd1cate that the
populatlon of Late Perlod III is double to tr1ple that of h
:Per1ods 1 and IL. . T "4
' - Thé m1dden cover to the south of the praetorium also
ind1cates a relat1vely hlgh populatlon for the ava1lable
'area in Perlod III New refuse heaps were sited in the same
'general relatxonshlp to the bulldlngs as old ones and
»eventually heavzly covered a large percentage of the
‘lmmedlately available area.

 The m1ddens are 51ted 1mmed1ately adjacent to
contemporary bu1ld1ngs. On the ba51s of the present
“iev1dence, it is- 1mp0551ble to judge exactly how near they
are. to the primary habltatlon area or to the nearest door
(see Map V). On thefother hand, the placement of the mlddens
which have now been excavated is 1nterest1ng in light of the
v;ew‘of the,excavators that the main entrance to the complex
in Period III was on the north or'ﬁpwardvsloping side of the
site. The mlddens of Period III are then all sited in the_f
downward ~sloping ‘backyard' of the habltatlon area.

' The pPaetorlum of Per;od III is approx1mately 32 meters
long and’10'neters wide. Area under roof in Period ITII is
perhaps two and a half tines'asdlarge; An approximate'
estimate-of the population based‘on floor area under roof

suggests that the-area o('the site could have housed about

EE N
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75 people living at subsistence level ”‘»The‘inhabitants of
the San Glovannl site in Per1od III had a llfestyle Wthh
‘1ncluded a moderate level of luxury, however (see dlscu3510n
‘below)' and an estlmated populatlon ofvthlrty people‘based
on the floor area of the praetorlum alone is probably more
likely. The living quarters were expanded by another 100
square meters when Rooms 11, 13 and 15"were remodelled
probably c. 500 A. D., the addition of: about ten people to
- the popubat1on of the site is 1mp11c1tly 1nd1cated
| Analysis of the makeup of the populatlon of the‘site‘on
the basis of the number of pottery vessels is highly

speculative, ®?? but observation mixed with hypothesis leads

fjsome tentative conclusions. A good basis for .such an

estimate is the number ot'examples of one particular type of

vessel in a,specific deposit. Bowls ate the obvious choice,. -
since one can predict'avclose relationship betweenrthe
original numberbof indivfduaa serving‘dlshes’on the site'at
any one t1me and the number of people who used them.

When the number of. bowls in each of four contexts (see
Table VIII) is related to the number of years ‘that the

context accumulated, the ratlos_are 19/35 (Context 3%),
- ‘ N ) v %‘ N - N ’:( B .

23 ¢The ratio is suggested by R. Naroll in "Floor Area-and
Settlement Populatlon , Amerlcan Anthu1ty 27 (1962), pp.
587-589. _

237 number of relevant studles have been done by
anthropologists of American sites; my informant is Michael
Deal of the Department of Anthropology at Simon Fraser
University. Among recent articles he notes Warren R. Deboer
and Donald W. Lathrap, "The Making and Breaking of
Shipibo-Conibo Ceramics", Ethno-archaeology, ed. Carol
Kramer, (New York, 1979), pp. 102-138.

——— s s
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126/50 (Contekt 5%), 31/35 (Context 6*)‘and‘27/25-(Cohtext
7*) In any one year of the respectlve contexts, the
v1nhab1tants broke 0.54, 0.52, 0.89 or 1.08 bowls, the
average of these figures is 0. 75 bowls.'" |

Qne can check this estimate w;th the number of
catalogued individual serving bowls for therwhole\period of
‘therlate site: there are 198 examples:includjng?all wares.
Since therlength of the life of thevlatehsite'isr. |
abproximately twowhundred years, if fifty years are
dlscounted because of the known material of Perlod III wh1ch
is not 1ncluded among the stratlfled pleces, a breakage rate
for the site of about .50 bowls per year is suggested

The question on which we have little light is what the
average breakage rate for bowls mlght be NUmerous-studies‘

by Amerlcan anthropologlsts suggest an average breakage rate

of 100%. per year of bowls in daily use. in pr1m1t1ve
.‘cultures. 3¢ If this estlmate is accepted as genergily
correct, San G10vann1 elther ‘has a startllngly low breakage
rate, or a startllngly low populat1on for the area of 1ts
' bu1ld1ngs Another p0551ble explanatlon for ‘the low rate of
, breakage is that pottery bowls ‘were treated w1th great care,
or used only for spec1al(occa51ons Whlle all theseo o
possibilities must be'left'open,‘itvseemsvto me that a
f'breakage ratelpfv160% of‘all‘pottery“perhyear is veryvhigh
. for the classical world, as it<is for our ownlculture I

233Cf, Warren Deboer, "Ceramlc longev1ty and archaeologlcal
1nterpretat10n an example from the Upper Ucayali, Peru"
,Amerlcan Ant:qu:ty 39 (1974), Table 1, p. 338 » \
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would suggest a breakage rate of 5% per‘year,tbased on my

!

exper1ence 'in a modern home. If one in twenty bozlg,(sx) 1s

broken in the course of the average year, this means that
the average number of bowls at any- one time on the late 51te“
ranges from flfteen to thlrty.

Obv1ously, this tentative estimate of population-has

-any number of weaknesses, because too many var1ables must be

1

taken 1nto consaderat1on. It seems p0551ble, however on the

basis of floor area and pottery den51ty, to estlmate the

'populatlon of the s1te tentatlvely at ten to flfteen 1n

'Perlods 1 and 11, and at-perhaps th1rty 1n the early. part of

Perlod III 1ncrea51ng by twenty five percent in the later

fpart of the perlod

C. The Range of Wares Acqu1red on the Late Site R o

There 15 no trace of any ev1dence that San Glovannl,

produced its own ceramlc wares durlng any of -the periods of

“

the late 51te. A kiln predldted b the magnetometer survey

was excavated It seems on the ba51s of its plan' the

archaeomagnetlc datlng; and the assoc1ated pottery,'not’to

. have been in use later than the late flrst -or early second o

century A.D.: it therefore clearly belongs to the Roman'

i
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‘ v111a of the early sxte #39 The forms of the few pottery

'wasters found also 1nd1cate a date 'in the flrst or second

1'century A. D 2o o p - SRR
a The pottery con5umed on the late site falls into the

icategorles of 1mported f1ne wares, pa1nted common ware,

'°coarse ware, and 1mported amphoras (see Table III for

relat1ve counts of these classes)

TheﬁFine Wares:
B A certaln percentage of the catalogued pottery in the‘._

pottery horlzons of San G10vann1 of the fourth flfth and

'early 51xth centurles A D is. 1mported f{ge ware. The

‘.percentage of these wares rlses to form 27% of all

catalogued pottery in Lower Mldden I but drops abruptly to .
between 5 and 8% of catalogued pottery in contexts dat;ng

Afrom the mlddle of the f1fth century A. D and later._The

- fselectlon of catalogued pottery has certalnly dlstorted the

'true percentage of f1ne wares 1n the contexts;vaported f1ne;

wares actually make up about five' percent of ‘the sherd countfﬁ

.——_—-—.—.—_———.———.———_

C233Cf AL M, Small, R 3. Buck, ‘J. J. "Rossiter, J. Freed

- "Una- fornace a’ planta rettangolare in San Giovanni di Ruotl'.'

(Potenza)" and G. S. Hoye, "Rapporto introduttorio sull'
archeomagnetismo della fornace di San Giovanni di Ruoti™
prepared for a special issue of Rivista di. APcheologla ,
vdell’Unrvensrta ai Venezra edlted by N. Cuomo d1 Caprlo,'now
- in press.

24°Tyo pottery wasters, P1503 and P3637 vere catalogued

They were stratified in Period I Destructlon (Context 5) and'”

in the buildup for the Period III apsed. building (Context
7), both of which include residual material from the early
site. Both are cooking pots in orange coarse ware, with
globular bodies and flared rims above a medium length neck.
The type is characteristic of destructlon contexts of the
- .early site at San Glovannl.
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lof all e}cavated pottery in Midden I and 1% of the sherd
'count 1n Midden IV The percentages would be ‘even lower if

‘ figured by weight. The ratio 1nd1cated by both counts 1s
approximately the same, however° that 1s,:f1ne wares
-abruptly drop to less than one- third of their former count
~on the site around the middle of the fifth century A.D.

| Given the date of the San’ Giovanni contexts, the types
of fine wares which appear, bowls either in African Red Slip
~or, less commonly, 1n'Phocaean-Red Slip, are, generally~;

speaking, those which might haVe‘been predicted,‘given}the

o knownidistributiondof‘these_wares"and,the.relative_

' popularity of various forms.”Forms which are'particularly
common at. San Giovanni ifor 1nstance, Hayes Forms 61 A and
'B 53 B and 9% in African Red Slip, and Form 3 in Phocaean
Red Sl1p, are thoSe which were most marketable -
| Med1terranean—w1de. 41 0n the other hand, Forms 80 B and 91;
B espec1ally might be expected to appear in greater numbers
' 1n contexts of the end of the fourth and early fifth
centuries A. D.,,and San G10vann1 has an unexpectedly high
;percentage of examples of Form 53 BL In the mid—fitth
.century K.D. ; a greater number of examples of Forms 82- 84 _\
'might have been expected XET
There 1s a very varied collectlon of forms of Afrlcan
- Red} Slip bowls in Mldden I jsuggestlng that the vessels were

pro ably acqu1red in a somewhat haphazard way over a period

| - e o= - - ——— —— ——

*4'CA. Hayes, Late .Roman Pottery (1972), Distribution Maps,

~_ eésp, maps 6, 8, .11, :12 and 15. 3

PrgL W, Hayes, pers. comm , September,,1982. o
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of t1me. There are far fewer Afr1can bowls in Mldden IV and
sikx of e1ght are examples oﬁ\Form 99 B, razs1ng the
‘yposs1b1l1ty that they were all acquzred at one. t1me.

o The number of examples of Phocaean Red ﬁllp on. the
51te, when compared w1th the cgunt of Afrlcan Red Slip bowls.f
“1mported at the begxnn1ng and end of the flfth century A.D. |
'flts the general p1cture of a drop 1n the acqu1s1t1on of
1mported f1ne wares from around- the mlddle of the flfth
century A D. and 1nd1cates that Phocaean Red Slip was
_perce1ved as an exact equ1valent of the Afr1can wares (see

\

' Tables IV, 'V and VI)

The Painted Common Ware . . _ y
| Twenty 51x percent of the cataloéued pottery from the
*ylate s1te is in the pa1nted common ware, and the ware -

’ approaches flfty percent of catalogued\pottery in contexts

of Per1od III There 1s a: correlatlon 1n all late perlod v

contexts between the percentage of the palnted common ware
'fand the date of the context. The rule is: that the hlgher the
””percentage of. palnted common ware, the later the date of the
'context. The count based on cataloéued examples is 8/91 (9%)
in Context 3%; 20/80 (25%) in Context 5% (Lower Mldden I)
37/124 (30%) in Context 6% (Upper Mldden'I)' and 83/183‘
(45%) in. Context 12* (Midden: IV) (see Table III)

The percentages flgured from catalogued examples are‘

probably too low. While we have not regularly weighed sherds

n

‘at San G;ovannI, the sherds in Mldden Iv (Context,lZ*)jwere
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weighed as well as/counted Painted common ware, which
- comprised about 49 percent of the pottery in the context by
\sherd count ‘made up jUSt over 60 percent by we1ght (see
Table I). Both fzgures are s;gnlflcantly higher than ‘the .
f1gure of 45% derlved from the: catalogued pottery
The date of the earllest appearance on the late San

Giovann1 51te_of each form 1n(thls ware can'be_determinedr
from,the cross-tabulations of the forms inthe.stratigraphic
. contextsltsee Table'yl)l,once they"appear,pthe’large service
: piecesiin'the'ware become'stereotyped and continue to hold
their place'innthefsucceeding pottery contexts of the.late
periods. There had been no. earller equ1va1ents for the most
- ‘common of these forms, the large spouted serv1ce p1eces and

‘the wlde mouthed jar. In contrast from the beglnnlng to the
vi end of the era of ‘the late 51te, the bowl forms 1n pa1nted

tcommon ware 1m1tated the contemporary forms of the 1mported
r‘Afrlcan Red Sl1p bowls and therefore reveal the 1nfluence of
fashlon (see Tables IV and VI). -
| The cont1nu1ng use of the palntedvcommon ware from the
late fourth to. the early 51xth centurles again suggests that
the majorlty of the pottery ‘on the 51te was supplied to 1tJ

'1n an organized, regular and predlctable way.

: 4Coarse'Wares and Amphoras }
Coarse wares make up about flfty percent of ‘the pottery‘
_.of the late 51te (see Tables I and III). Cooklng pots with
»vrelat1vely thin walls form by far the majority of thel

4
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vessels in the coarse ware. Other forms, much less common
than the cooking pots, include pitchers, lids and bowls. One
of the most interesting forms in coarse ware is the
individual simple serving bowls with burnished interiors
which seem to have been the ordinary dinner service in Late\
Period I and were still fairiy common in Period II (see
Table VIII).2+? Several examples of very large (over - forty

cent1meters in dlameter) heavy-walled (about 1 cm thick)

‘shallow bowls,,wh1ch often show ev1denceﬂof carry holes and

"_mends,-appear in Midden IV (Context 12%, Occupation Material

of Late Period III). These bowls are among the most
interesting'of'the coarse)nare forms, as they do not‘have
known parallels’infthe'contemporary pottery idiom.

While Afrlcan Red Sllp and Phocaean Red Sllp are the
best understood by far of the late Roman wares, some amphora
’types, partlcularly the Afrlcan 'spatheion’' and the
“Palestinian ﬂGaza amphora , were widely exported. Most
identifiable types of these amphoras cannot be dated more
'narfowlyfthan to an'aoproiimate century‘by'external dating
.evidenée. Smalid'spafheié','which are probably‘African in

origin, appear in contexts dated before 460 A.D. and in

" topsoil at San Glovannl (of these, only § are rims and

© therefore certainly dlscrete 1nd1v1duals); Palestinian
'Gaza' amphoras{ the other certainly'identified,importéd

—— " ————————— —— - ———

?4+3These bowls have a great deal in common with Hayes Form
181 in African coarse ware, but the pieces at San Giovanni
are much later than the second or third century date wh1ch
Hayes has suggested ‘for the Afr1can form. v
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amphora type, seem to appear_bnly in contexts postdating 460
A.D.'(only 2 of 6 catalogued examples are rims) (see Table
I11), |
‘The lov count of known types of imported amphoras on
the late SéﬁNQdovénni gite is striking. While there is
little difficulty explaining a'lack df'imertgd vine
amphoras, since-San quvannifwas no doubt essentially. |
self-sufficient in thé_production.of wine, there is.little'
"likelihood that the‘site éould havé supplied its own
'oil-—wﬁich wasvcgrtainly heeded fbr oil lqmps.’f"Bbth types
of impdrted amphoras cthd'have Seén used to import‘oiI
rather than wine, according to a stndy of the possible
contents. of African and-PaleStinjanlémphoras from the
excavé?ion'offthe fifth cénturyf's§hola Praeconum' on the

Palatine in Rome.?***

***Ruggini notes that substitutes for olive oil are recorded
- from the beginning of the seventh century, but it was’
evidently still in ordinary use in the fifth and sixth
centuries A.D., despite a serious shortage in the late
fourth; Lelia Ruggini, Economia e societd nell’Italia
annonaria: rapporti fra agricoltura e commercio dal IV al vI
secolo d.C., (Milan, 1961), pp. 182-183 and notes. =
Since oil was used on the site, it was transported to
the site in some kind of container. There is no evidence
that this container was the painted common ware amphora.
There is a possibility that wooden barrels were used for
this purpose, although they were ordinarily used for wine,
cf. "cupa" in Daremberg Saglio. : - ' :
***Cf. D. B. Whitehouse, "The Schola Praeconum and the Food-
Supply of Rome in the Fifth Century A.D.", in Papers in
Italian Archaeology- II, ‘ed. Graeme Barker and Richard
Hodges, (London, 1981), pp. 191-195, and Monica C.
.Rothschild-Boros, "The Determination of Amphora Contents",
pPp. 79-89 in the same volume. T T '
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D. San Giovanni and the Commercial ‘MNarket

Since the pottery used on the late s1te was not made
there, the site was not econom1cally self- sufflcxent Elther '
the site produced a- surplus of goods above sub51stence for
trade, or the inhabitants had other resources. with wh1ch to
acquire goods from out51de. . S Z‘v

Thrs fact ralses_very difficult questionsthhe
‘historical periodbof‘the late site at San Giovanni.includes
hthe last one hundred years:offthe\Roman‘Empire infthe west
and the'reigns of the Germanic kings Odoacer (476-493 A.D.)
and Theoderic (493-526 A.D.). The kingdom founded by -
Theoderic ended‘with the Gothic Wars; that is; the.wars of
the Byzantlne reconquest, whlch\\ntroduced the Dark Ages to

Italy. ‘The evidence from the site suggests that occupatlon.

, of the site ended at about the perlod when the Goth1c Wars

'began (535 A D.). The occupation of the late site therefore

occurs at afsrug;al h1stor1cal juncture.

P

e

In the f1na1 three quarters of a century of the Western'
Roman Emplre, silver 1ssues of coins of 1ntermed1ate 51ze
coins su1ted to the ord1nary market»exchanges of ordinary
 people for daily life,'were simply not being minted.-
Furthermore, earlier_silver issues had also largely gone out
of circubation‘around 400 A.D.,.often‘into coin hoaras;‘

. | . .
evidently because their real metal value was higher than
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their mint—ﬁarked value. ¢ During thxs period, there is no
}archaeologxcal ev1dence of the use of equ1valent wexghts in
metal as a medium of exchange; and there is no. lxterary |
ev1dence of barter, although this certalnly does not mean
that it dld not occur. A 11kely solution to the quest1on of
meanS‘of exchange is that most ord1nary people must have
been attached to a dominus who bought supplles in quant1t1es.
such that gold co1nage was a reasonable form of exchange. .
| ThlS state of affarrs ‘was repalred in Italy under the

: Germanlc k1ngs, who agaln 1ssued sxlver c01nage of
1ntermed1ate value. However, there is no ev1dence that the
c01ns m1nted by - the Germanlc klngs were in use on the San

v G1ovann1 51te, that 1s, there is no tanglble ev1dence that
the 1nhab1tants of San Giovanni dealt in a money economy for\

' the ordlnary exchanges of dally llfe after the beglnnlng of

the flfth centyf’/A Da"’

Whlle the ev1dence of the pottery found on the 51te at
,San Giovanni is tac;t ev1dence that certaxn,classes'of\goods
»Were distributed OVer;afwide;area,‘distribution offgoods' h

24¢Cf, A, H. M. Jones,. The Later . Roman Emplre A Soc:al
Economlc and Administrative Study, 284-602, (Oxford 1964)
pp.. 438445, p. 254 and notes, p. 824. See’ also artlcles by
P Grierson cited below. :
*47This is the argument of Phlllp Grler on in "Problem1
monetari dell'alto medio evo", in Bollettino della Societa
Pavese di Storia Patria 54 (1954) pp. 67-82. The artlcle is
reprinted in his Dark Age Numlsmatlcs, (London, 1979).
this article, Grierson specifically addresses the questlon
of how commerc1al transactions were being carried out 1n ‘
th1s period in the absence. of coins of. practlcal
dewdminations. _
2+4%g5ee the evidence for this in the sectlon on coins in
- Chapter III, "The Evidence of ‘the Small Finds", pp. 45-50.
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does not necebsarlly indicate profit-motivated trade; many
euch"redistributions':in the Dark Ages were due to
eth&noes of gifts or eo thef;."' Loéicel alternatives to
profit;motivated‘trede for the diseribution of artifacts
offered by Grierson are various fo;ms of gift, outright
theft, or barter exchange offsimple peasant handicrafts., The
acquisition of pottery in a range of wares and forms over a
long period of time indicates that ne1ther gift nor theft
are adequate theorles, and the imported f1ne wares are
certainly commercial products. -

It has been suggested that the'palnted common ware
could have been produced by itinerant potters, funct1on1ng
dwzth1n a predominantly barter economy, who took their
metﬁods and models with them using local cley with suitable
additions and marketlng thelr product at a number of
different productlon centers.?®*°® Such a system might explain
how the ware was dlstrlbuted over a wide inland and
mountalnous area, through which transportatlon would have
been difficult and expen51ve in anc1ent t1mes, in 5 variety
of forms which do not lend themselves to the easy

"’The argument follows a second important art1c1e by
Grierson, which discusses questions directly relevant to the
1nterpretat10n of the artlfact/ev1dence on the San Giovanni -
site;- cf, P. Grierson, "Commerce in the Dark Ages: A
Critique of the Evidence", from Transactions of the Royal

' Historical Society (5th- Ser ), 9 (1959), pp. 123-140. In
relation to the Dark Ages, Grlerson states that where

, ert1fact evidence is interpreted to 1nd1cate
profit-motivated trade, the onus: probandi “is. on the
interpreter.

*s°This possibility was first suggested to me by R.- J. Buck
in December of 1981, who notes that it is used in the
Peloponnese even in modern times.
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portability that is believed to be an important factor in
the wide marketing of the African Red Slip bowls. This
suggestion is particularly attractive as there is no
certainly identified production center for the painted
common ware,

Thgre aré several factors which make itinerant potters
unlikely. First, trangient artisans would not have met with
approval from the rigid taxation system of the late Roman
Empire. During the final century of the Western Roman Empire
and éhtough more than half a century of domination by the
Germanic kings, the province of Lucania et Bruttii remained
part of a sophisticated administrative system with
wide~randing economic' potentials and controls. The taxation

"and administrative systems of the Roman Empire were adopted
wholesale by Odoacer and by Theoderic and his successors,
and the civil administration continued to be carried out by
Romans of senatorial families.?3'

The constitutions do not imply that such itinerant
potters exist; rather, they take for granted that potters
have fixed establishments,~whether‘rural or urban, large or
smallvscale. The first principle behind the legislation is
thé.encoﬁragement of the artisan and craftsman to pPoduce.‘
The second principle‘is that the government has the right to

**'The situation in Italy in the early sixth century is
comparatively well-documented by the letters of the Roman
senator Cassiodorus, writing as.an official of Theoderic and
and of his successors. Cassiodorus was a native of
-Scyllacium in Bruttium. His view of the times is 5
“occasionally expressed in lyrically positive, and therefore

somewhat suspect, terms.
f
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supervise and tax subhpproduction. The laus‘of the period
were.thiously/intended.to meet eVery.caSer The'cases knoyn
'fell into the categories either'of,é simplgxranual laborer
who was atteched to an estate,vor a larger of smaller_scale
entrepreneur u51ng hlred or slave labor. | |
Rural potters, those who actually made pots by thelr
personal manual 1abor, were exempted from the col lat io
Iustralls.”’ Urban potters ‘were spec1f1cally exempted from
compulsory publlc serv1ces (munePa) w1th other art1sans of
~both ba51c nete551t1es and luxurles. The expressed purpose
of thlS exemptlon was to . encourage art1sans to perfect their
skills and‘traln thelr children as apprentlces."’ Both
principlesvaré obvious in the letter of Cassiodorus to
'Ampeiius,’Despotius endfTheodulus,‘ROmen senators who have‘
been licensed by the euthority of Theoderic to run
figulinae. By thisbletter;they are-guaranteed protection, no

-

~doubt against theymachinations of-state tax collectors. As ‘5

“their immunity is. couched in general terms, against
superfluous muhéﬂé, the 1mp11cat10n oonSidering previous
leglslatlon on the questlon is that they were not liable to

any taxes on their 1ndustry.
*3:Cod. Theod. 13. 1. 10, 374.A.D.; The context clarifies
the intent of the tak% to apply to profits made through
market ing only.
. 2*Cod. Theod. 13.4.2, 337 A.D.; this move to protect and
preserve the arts has been interpreted as a sure sign that
‘they were moribund by Ferdinand Lot in The End of the
Ancient World and the Beginnings of the Middle Ages, (New
York, 1961 ed.). ,
”‘Ca551od., Var. 11, 23, 507-511 A. D. (Dates attached to
‘the letters of Ca551odorus are taken from Ruggini,” Economla
e soc:eta (1961), pp. 554-557.)



- | | a | 302

"Seééﬁa;“the péinted comﬁon ware c;n be £faced for iSO
Yearé at‘San Giovanni, with Uniformityland,continuity of
development over this length of time. Consistenteproducfion
and marketing over such a lehgth-of_time_also suggéét_a~
fixed.manufacturing cehﬁer.vTherteChnical skills required
for the production and disfribution of the ware over a wide
) area of southern,;taly a1so‘;rgues'againstbits being a
peasant handicraft acquiredvpiecé By piece bylbarfef;

Third, while ho‘céfﬁain*place of manufacture for the
: painted-common ware 6f the-fiftﬁ‘century has beenL
identified; the find spots suggest a poséible center of
manufacture in the area of northeastern Bésilicata; and ties
to a}IQng medieyal tradition_of broad-line and na;row-line .
red-pai%téd wares which seem to have been:ﬁanuféctured in
tpe_vicin%ty of Foggia make a fixed manufacturing'Center
extremely likely.?®®

There is therefore no'likely alternative to the
acquisition of the pottery on the site on the cdmmercialf
‘market. Ceramic products could certainly h;ve‘been acquired
1in.the'markets of LucanianAcities. in thé fburih'and fifﬁh
‘centuries, fixed market days allowed the Roman and
succeeding Gothic governments»to éxercise a close control
ovef commercial_exchanges and'to cblléct the sales tax (the
siliquatarium) oryqne—twéhty—fourth which wa$ paid half and

2s5The place of manufacture is discussed in Chapter VI,
"Late Roman Painted Common Ware", pp. 175-176. :
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half by Qenddr:and.bUYer."‘:Rural‘people who bouéht'at"
urban-markets or‘at the great'annual fairtof~Lueania.at

| .-Marc111am.un“7 d1d not have to pay gate taxes (thehoctroi)
" on goods Whlch were for the1r own: use and which they_were |
‘carrylnguout to thelr»farms"ﬁ"lt may be thatithis law was

hardly relevant 1n the coin- poor flfth century A.D.

There is nothlng in the set .of c1rcumstances at San.
‘Gioyannlkto contradlet Grlerson s suggestlon that most
purchasing ih.;he’fifth century-was'aoheufor a-househeid by
rhedeMinus:Or his repreSentatiVes, and thar-the average man
had lest gontact wifhrexehahges~in'ceih, On'the other hangd,
the logicalralternatives he has'set in order to define
wherher artifact'distrihurion must hecessarilY'be
1nterpreted in terms of commercial trade suggest that this

1s the only reason ble 1nterpretat10n of the range_of

"’poEtery which ap ars on the late San Giovanni site.

E. bhangihg'Patterhs ofﬁConsumption

* Qn the late site, painted cbmhon’warelbecbmes
increasingly dominant ahd Africaﬁ Red Slip'becomes

, iﬁcreasingl are (see Tables 11 and VIII) In the m1d fifth
century A, D., Phocaean Red Slip appears ﬂgbthe f1ne ware

market in competltlon with, or, more llkely, as a

2seCf, Jones, Later Roman Empire (1964) p- 826

**'The fair is/described in detail by Cagglodorus, VaP XII
15, 535/536 A.D.

Casacg, Jones, .Later Roman Emplne I11 (1964) p. 271, n. 4&;
the source is Cod. Theod. 1V, 13, 2 and 3, 321 A.D. :
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'replacement for the Afrlcan wares.

‘I“ Comparlson of the relatlve representatlon of these
sares in the-bowl-forms 1s.part1cularly valid, since the
fexport of the African’entrepreneurs was almost exciusivelyA
in the form of bowls. The»changing.pattern ofﬁconshmotion,is o
particularly evident when the’ number oflbowls in the varioos
wares_are analysed in terms of the most important
B stFatigraphiC Contexts (see Table‘VIII) 'For'ContextSr3*
FS*, 6% and 12;] 1 have 1zsted each bowl approprlate for an
'1nd1v1dual serv1ng, judglng from form, size (ranglng from
14.0 to 31. 0 cms in r1m dlameter) and finish. |

~In Perlod I, the Afrlcan Red’ Sllp bowls seem very 1argeb
to serﬁe individuals; on the otheg hand, the coarse ware -
bowls with burnlshed interior. f1t the requ1rements very
‘ well. In the earllerapart of'Perlod-II, Afrlcan Red Sllp‘
fine ware mak‘es-up neajrly tmofthirds ,of_ 51‘1, bowlsb. ﬁa‘in
Period II, »about a quarter of the fine ware - bowls are 1
.Phocaean Red Sllp, holdlng ‘the percentage of f1ne ware to
-the same level; and palnted»common ware makes ‘up 5'of 31
,bowls,‘as compared to 2 of 26 1n early Perlod II
The plcture changes sharply 1n Mldden IV (Occupat1on
Materlal of Per1odvIII). The f1gures are reversed from those»
of the early part of,Perlod II. Now'palntedxcommonvware
bowls make up two-thirds of the bowl count while'African

Red Sllp and Phocaean Red Slip make up only ‘8 of 27 bowls.

'The explanatlon for this sh1ft must be that the f1ne wares

have become relatlvely less avallable and more expens1ve,
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‘i~and that‘they have largely been replaced.by the'painted
common ware. The Afr1can Red Slip bowls were 1mported and of'
’hlgher technlcal quality than ‘the south Itallan bowls,band
;1t 15 reasonable to assume that they had become a relatlve
luxury. | ‘ | _ _

slnce the Afrlcan bowls were st111 supplylng part of ,HV
the demand for bowls on the s1te in Per1od 111 , it 1s
p0551ble that they were used by a person or persons of
, hlgher status than those u51ng the palnted common ware. We’
~u.may therefore 1mag1ne a ratlo of masters to 'servants’ 6fa,

8 to. 19 in the era of. Perlod III represented by tﬂe

occupat1on materlal of Mldden Iv,280

F. The Degree of Wealth and Luxury on the S1te
The common 1mported fine ware forms 1n ‘use on the San
F‘Glovannl 51te durlng the late per1od are substantlally

.1dent1cal to those in use on the well publlshed 51te at the

.. town of Con1mbrlga in southern Portugal thle the

vpubllcatlons of other flfth century 51tes do not provide
z“Slavery was very common in Italy, and partlcularly in
~southern Italy, during this period. Lots of land were
usually sold with slave families (condumae) as part of the
. parcel; cf. Wickham, Early Medieval Italy (1981), 152,

- The fine young people for sale is one of ‘the ma]or
attractions mentioned by Cassiodorus among the produce
-offered at the major Lucanian:fair at Marcilianum; cf.
Cassiod., Var. VIII, 33, 527 A.D. Ruggini lists a number of
examples of famines in Italy in the late fourth and early
fifth centuries in which people were forced to sell
themselves or their children into slavery, pp. 173- 175
Jones d1scusses the widespread existence of slavery in the
period in Later Roman Emplne (1964) pp. 851-855. :
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equally extensxve 1nformatlon, the range of 1mported fine

- ware from San G10vann1 is generally typ1cal of that to be.

'expected at almost any site with enough 1mported pottery to
lbibe dated to thlS perlod Th1s is espec1ally true of those

'31ted around the western Medlterranean.- .
It 1s therefore not p0551ble to characterlze San
'”Giovanni as a wealthy site or a poor' site on the basis
of the amount and quallty of the pottery and the varlety of
types in use. On the other hand the range of pottery in use
does 1nd1cate moderate economic prosperlty, and the s1te was
‘never out51de the malnstream of the contemporary trade Jn
'exported pottery ‘The fact that all the pottery of the late
site was acqu1red from elsewhere 1nd1cates that the
occupants of the,51te llved.at a level well»above
‘subsistence;' | | A

, In both Perlods 11 and III the range of extant

artlfacts brought ‘to the 51te suggests prosper1ty, -if ‘not
wealth. In both perlods there was some acqu151tlon of goods
‘whlch must have been c0mparat1ve luxurles. Whlle ‘the |
quantlty and range’ of-1mported flne ware bowls.1s notablyf
more , 1mpre551ve 1n contexts of Period I1I, the number;of
1mpo%ted Afrlcan lamps 1ncreased strlklngly in Perlod III
’ Considered 1n the . 1lght of the other artlfact ev1dence, the
glass empha51zes, but perhaps also exaggerates a tran51t10n:
.from a more luxurious and aesthetlc 11festyle 1n the late -

yfourth and early fifth century A.D. (Perlod,II) to'a more

pract;cal style in the late fifth and early sixth centUry
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'(Perlod III), in wh1ch glass vessels are reduced to dr1nk1ng
goblets and the occa51onal flagon and have become a .
lstandardlzed and less elegant commod1ty. '
As I have already noted the pottery ev1dence 1nd1cates'

;that ‘the populatlon in Late Perlod III was highen than in .
, Late Perlods I and 11, and thlS fact 1n 1tself 1mp11c1t1y
argues for a s1tuat10n of . 1ncrea51ng economlc v1ab1l1ty The
',constructlon of . large complexes of bu1ld1ngs in Perlods II
~and III 1nd1cates a hlgh level of expectatlons in terms of
the 1mpress1veness and size of the 11v1ng quarters..The
,structures of: PerlodeII represent an-enormous expendlture;.’
but the orlginal,conStructlon didrnotvexhaust the.resources
of the owner,jas the remodellipg.of.the-suitehof.groundb
floor rooms and the addition»of a large, Ifycrude'and
inelegant,'mosaichfloor'indicate.“5>Roomc151and_the'smaller
'adjoining Roomsr11 andh13kformed’an.important'addition:tOj'
;the livlng'area ofiperiod 1113 and nO'douht Indicate'a
hlgher standard of 11v1ng, add1t1onal 1nhab1tants of
_upper class. level or both. ThlS remodell1ng strengthens ther-,
argument for a perhaps unexpected degree of dlsposable
wealth on such a secluded slte at ardate in the.late fifth
‘or early 51xth century A.D, | | |

| It is of course not 1mp0551b1e that a relatlvely
wealthy person,m1ght choosersuch.avretreat._In ‘fact, aa
nletter'of‘Cassicdorusfto Eusebius( Vib i]lustnis,vgrantedd

i —— -

. *¢°See discussion of arch1tectural ‘features in Chapter 111,
"The Evidence of the Small Finds", pp. 58-60. .
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h1m permlss1on to, retlre to his estate 1n the interior of
_LuCanla for elght months, w1th the provxso that his return
- to a more su1tably c1v1llzed life at court at the end of
hthat period was much wanted. ‘: H1s t1tle 1nd1cates that
'Euseblus stood at the v%ry top of the Roman social scale. It
may be that a site such as San,G10vann1 could have been a
suitable rural retreatvfor'a wealthy senator of the early,'
51xth century A.D.; the fact is that we do not have any
,materlal ev1dence for the llfestyle of the wealthy in- thlS
'perlod - _ e o
General economic prOSperlty seems to be essent1ally

consistent throughout the ‘late perlods on the’ San Glovannl

1te..Although the mldden contexts of Per1ods II and I11 can
ube dlfferentlated in terms of the quantity of the
1mportatlon of fine wares to the 51te, the pottery 1nd1catest
llttle economlc dlfferentlatlon otherw1se. Furthermore, ‘the
range of dated materlal 1n the varlous mlddens of Perlod I1T
1mpl1c1tly demonstrates that the end of the life of the site
- was not preceded by any perlod of economic d1ff1cu1ty

- A few examples of painted common ware bowls from
.'unstrat;fled late contexts and several examples of coarse
ware bowls from Perlod II1 (Context 12%) were mended (P3328
P3354); the technlque of mendlng used drill holes and lead
: solder although the lead'has been lost in exampleS'from the
late 51te. Any mend1ng 1mp11es that pottery was not seen -as
- cheap and eas1ly replaced but the meanxng of mendlng in

__._._—-._.-_.___.-.._—_..._—

z"Cass1od., Var., 1V, 48, c. 507-511 A. D.‘
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terms of wealth on‘the site becomes more difficult to
| 1nterpret if' one sees the population of" the site as being
made up of wealthy masters versus poor servants or slaves,
51nce the dumping of all refuse in one area leads to

archaeological evidence that is sociologically mixed.?*?

G. Aesthetics, Taste and Cultural Interaction

‘The potter§'prodnctionvo£ the late Roman Empire has
been deécrihed as being of no artistic merit,,relatively 1ow‘
technical quality and as'bearing "execrable'.vdecoration.z
The African,fine»wares of‘the fifth century A.D. hardly
merit such harsh censure, for if they areenot "fine' by any
aesthetic standard, thej‘are not of a markedly‘lower'quality
than the production of the seoond'centUry A.D..Onfthe'other
hand, this is-not too unkind a description of the painted
common ware of the fifth century A, D.-1n southern Italy.

The percentage of paln&ed common ware among the pottery
.at San G1ovann1 indicates that it domlnated the market for
'pottery vessels of a better grade than cooklng pots in
,Perlod III. The forms in the ware were clumsy and‘
stereotyped, but evidently.the contemporary consumers at San
Giovanni were'thoroughly satiefied. At anyarate, there is no
aevidence in the contexts'ofvPeriod Il for changes'indtaste

- e o e — i ———— —_——— —

*¢2The observation was’ made by Dr. Ruth Gruhn of the
Department of Anthropology at the Unlver51ty of Alberta,
pers. comm., September, 1982. :
2¢3L0t, The End of the Ancient World (1961 ed.), p. 148.
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-or erratic buying forays. The impression given by the
painted common waré is fhatfthe-inhabitahts of San Giovénni
in Period III'were solid practical-minded people; certajniy
not aesthetes. o o

Drinking vessels in Periods I1 and Il appear Fb be
entirely of glass, and‘the giass gobleté En usebéive the
impreséion of being miniatures.?¢* The rim diameter‘ofvwhat
is evidently:the_ordinary ihdi?idual serving qish in thé' 1
painted common ware in.Periqd IIT1 (SG FQrmv}4 Af averages
26.5 centimeters (13 exampies; the rangéAis from'24;0 to
30.0 éms), These painted cpﬁhon'wafg dishes_are comparéble
inbsize to'Africén.Red,Slip Forms 76 and'37>and gb]fhé
Iarger‘examples of Phdcaean Red Slip Form 3. In cdntrast,
the diameters of six rims of the somewhat more_élegantly_
made Form 99 B in African;Red¢Slip‘ffoh contexts of'éeriodvv
ITI vary from 17;5‘£o 19.5 centimeters (the averége is 18.5
cms)."s«’ f

———— - ——— - ———— aa ——

*“*Their rim diameter is about 6 to 8 cms, height 9 to 10
cms, base diameter only about 3 to 4 cms. This is the type
-and size of the ordinary drinking vessel in use in the Ny
‘Mediterranean from the fourth to the seventh centuries A.D.,
see section on the ‘glass from San -Giovanni in Chapter 111,
"The Evidence of the Small Finds", pp. 55-58. - o
*¢*The diameters of the most common Roman fine ware dishes
vary surprisingly at.different points in time. The typical.
forms in Italian térra sigillata, which were commonly used
even in the Roman military camps of the. northern frontiers
in the first century A.D. averaged about 15 ems in diameter.
African Red Slip forms of the second century average around
18 cms. In the third and fourth centuries, diameters of ‘30
to 35 cms are usual for the very common Forms 50 and 61 A;
and examples of Form 61 B on the site at San Giovanni, where
it is" the most common form of the late fourth and early
fifth centurfes A.D., vary between 25 and 28 cms. :
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iThe bowls in the painted common ware reveal the
‘influeneed6£ the forms,of the imported African Red Slip .
wares, which had enjoyed avlong,and Seeure vogue indsouth
Italy. They also c0pyvthat style in thehslip which eovers
the interior'and upper outer rim 6f’the-bowls, The‘changing
' fashion must have posed'a,challenge to the manufadturers of
the painted common,ware, sincertheBAfriCanhRed Slip:bowl
types of the seccnddhalf of the fifth_century A.D. with
vlipped rims.and applied bases were technieally'noreh
d1ff1cult to make. | | F“ |

They not only adopted these characterlstlcs in the most
'commonly produced bowl forms 1n the ware, but 'they also
manufactured occa51ona1 morevexpl;c1t ‘copies of the v |
| @ifficult African Red Slip forms of the second half of the
fifth and the first half of.theISinth;Centuries A.D.2¢¢
These copies appear tb:be almoet exactly contemporaryvto.the
',African Red Slip originala,vappearing in thevsame
stratlgraphlc contexts (see Tables v and VI) On the other
hand, the palnted -common ware 1m1tat10ns were 1nfer10r |
technically in both fabric and turnlng to the imported
AfriCan bowls. The south Itallan potters d1d not haVe the
wherewithalfto‘equal the,elegance of the torms_or the f1ne
quality of the slip treatment'qf‘the'african pieces. |

While'the bowl forms in the’painted“ebmmon ware/aref
cieariy‘influenced'and even determined by forms in Afriean

———————— — ——— — i o n d —

¢ ¢These forms are descrlbed in detail in Chapter VI, pp.
'238- 243 o
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Red Slip, many of the other forms, in particular‘the spouted~
' pieces and the funnel, cannot be traced to any obvxous Roman :
lantecedents. They probably evolved naturally from forms used
under the earlier empire, however- in partlcular from the‘

mortarium and a carlnated ‘bowl form.?¢”

"H. The Crisis in the Importation obeine3Wares
African Red Slip wares had domlnated the commerczal
E pottery market around the Medlterranean Sea from the
"beglnn1ng of the second century A, D., and related wares
vcontlnued to be produced~and marketed widely until the
' seventh century A.D. | o , : _H
| ; The 1mportat1on of Afrlcan pottery to Italy generally
ceases by the end of the 'sixth century A.D. In fact,lthe
:latest forms on Itallan 51tes are often Forms 91'B.and'80 B,
suggestzng an end date by the mid'tifth centﬁry A.D,7¢v
Afrlcan_Redv511p forms of the sixth to‘midfseventh centurﬁes
have been found in Itaiy,-bUt they'are-rare."’t'\ ‘

african Red Slip was teohnioally‘the finest pottery on
the Mediterranean market\from_the second to the early !
' seventh century A.D. It was also standardised}‘produced_in
great quantities, very widely marketed and ev1dently
relatlvely cheap and used even by the poor. The quant1ty,

—— . ——— ——— —— o —— ——

2¢7See discussion of this questlon in Chapter VI, pp.,.
176-182. . ‘ :
2¢%Hayes, Supplement p. 516 _
*¢’Hayes, Late Roman Pottery (1972), Maps 11 and 12 p. 458
© and C Wickham, Early Medieval Italy (1981) p. 94.
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quality, and chronological persistence of the-Affican

production indicates that it was overseen by entrepteﬁeursT

with a sharp eye on the potentials of the Meditétranean.

‘market.?’ | w |

The scale of tﬁe’commerce in African Red Slip had‘ta be
‘”»large enough to offset the costs of transport. Carandini has
suggested that the:sea transporf of these bowls to Italy
wehﬁ‘largely as a merchandising sideline with the ships
_wﬂich were alfeady transpdrting frumentum or oil from Africa
for the.IEalian annona.*'' These merchants were not taxed on
‘their pr,.iva'te'vcar'»gos.“2 Bowls, more than ninety percent of
the expofted véssels, wére the easiest forms to stack and
stow in a limited area.

This theory is generally borne out by the association
on.archaeological sites of African Red Sli? bowls with
‘African 6i1.amphoras.’”°—At San.Giovanhi, where the number
of imported‘amphoras of any type is minimal, a few amphoras
of African proveﬁgn;e (spatheia) appear in Period'II‘ )
occupation matefiai (Contexts 5%, Lower Midden I and 6%,
Upper Midden IY aldng‘with a‘grea£ number of Affican Red
Slip bowls, . 1argely in Hayes Forms 61 A, 61 B, 53 and'SO.

"’°Cf. Blake, "Medieval Pottery", (1978), pp. 438, 439 and
notes. v ’ :

*7'Carandini, "Produzione agricola" (1969/70), pp. 100 ff.
*73Jones, -Later Roman Empire (1964), p. 828, 'and cf. vol.
IIT, p. 271, n. 4. His source is Cod. Theod. xiii; 5, 326
"A.D,; 17, 386 A.D.; 23, 393 A.D.; 24, 395 A.D.
~*73Carandini, "Produ21one agricola" (1969/1970) passim; cf,
also Blake, who associates the export of Afr1can 0il with
the development of the production of African lamps, pointing
out the the lamps are a natural parallel opportunity,
"Medieval Pottery" (1978), p. 439.
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‘These imported bowls indicate a thriving connection between
San Giovanni and the trade in African pottery in the late
fourth ané-early fifthJcentufies A.D. . |
- At some'pefiod before the middle of the fifth century
A.D. théwAfkican'bowls were accompanied or~superseded by an
influx of‘Phocaéan Red Slip ware (see;TablestI,.III and V)
in early versions of Hayes'Form 3. This form has a much
wider distribution than earlier forms in the ware;*’* its
distribution as far west as Italy and the Iberian peninsula
marks a significant inroad by a product of eastern
manufacture (it was produced at ‘Phocaea in northﬁestern Asia

Minor) in the monopoly forgerly held‘t” African Red Slip.

Phocaean Red Slip nge_was in ;k%; 9babi1ity carried
to its markets by sea. The‘distributi; ?f Phocaean Red.Slip
provides evidence th%@ﬁQvgréeas fradea goods came to San

~ Giovanni by way of $bbth Italian pb:ts, since it has been
found at Egnazia and Tarantd, and Saepinum in Samnium ﬁarks
the nortbernmosf limit of documented finds of the ware in
Italy. It is likely that the port of entry for the Phocaean
Red Slip on ourvsife was Egnazia (near‘Brindisi), Taranto or

a subsidiary south-eastern port.?’* Ports on the western

*7*'Cf. Hayes, Late Roman Pottery (1972), distribution map of
'Late Roman- C' Form 3, Map 33 on p. 464, and p. 416. The map
is now outdated by the many finds of Form 3 in the Iberjan
peninsula; Hayes, Supplement (1980), p. 526. \
*’*D'Andria, in an article on the late Roman pottery in
Apulia, sees the finds of Phocaean Red Slip at Egnazia,
north of Brindisi, as evidence for direct trade with the
east through the southern ports. He also cites evidence of
trade with Asia Minor to the heel of Italy (Santa Maria di
Leuca) and to the Ionian coast; cf. F. D'Andria, ASNP
(1877), p. 80 and notes., *

. f
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! 51de of .the penlnsula are less l1kely sources of the vare at
' San Gio&ann1fbecause of d1ff1cult road connect1ons.

The examples of Phocaean ‘Red Sllp from San G1ovann1,'
1nd1cate that when that ware. began to appear in some of the
former markets of the Afr1can wares 1t was not technlcally

"as well made; certalnly it was not as hard- flred or as
'well sllpped The sudden’ appearance of an 1nfer10r product
in western markets must have had some»economlc motivation;
if it was usurping'the piace ot the superior‘African nares,
rt‘is natural to suppose a break .in the suppiy.

In Late Roman Pottery Hayes saw - ho evidence of .
dlscontlnu1ty in the supply of Afrlcan pottery types to the
, Medlberranean market in the m1dd1e of the flfth century A. D°;

that is, no obvious eV1dence that the’Afrlcan pottery
jmanufacture was d1srupted by the 1nvas1on of North Africa by
the Vandals in 428 A.D.*7* Hayes has since lovered his
suggested dates for Afr1can Red Sllp forms of the first half
of the fifth century A.D. He now belleces that forms such as
61 B, 53 B, 80 and 91 run no later than the end of the flrst,
quarter of the fifth century A.D. By~sh1ft1nglthe dates»of
.these forms back,‘he has opened up a ‘gap in}his chronology'

"of African Red Slip forms from the middle to the lateé fifth

- — - ——— - wm G - -

""Waage originally suggested that the productlon of the
North African wares should be dated from the second to the _
seventh centuries A.D., with a hundred year break in th

fifth century caused by the Vandal invasion of North Afggﬁa, -
cf. Waage, Antloch IV (1948) pp- 43-46,
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century A.D 217

The materlal in the occupation contexts of the late
siterat San Glovannl allows us to discern the sequence of
events. The crucial evidence at San Giovanni 1s,the
' appearance of.Phocaean Red.siip‘Foxm 3'C'Ln-ﬁpperrMidden:I;
A51de from the examples of thlS ware and two p1eces of
Afrlcan Red Slip wh1ch may date to the mlddle of the flfth
century A, D., the flne ware pottery horlzon in Upper Midden
I is.exactly parallel to that in Lower Mldden I, whl;h has
~its end date c. 425 A.D. The later Afrlcan-Red Slip forms
and theVPhocaean‘Red Slip'in Upper Midden I indiébte‘that
the context continued to accumulate immediately after the
first quarter of the flfth century, but that the Afrlcan
wares were shortly superseded by Phocaean Red Slip vare.

This means that the introduction‘of'the Asian ware to
»the‘San Giovanni-sitejwas almost exactiy contemporarydwith
' the Vandal 1nvas;on The'abrupt'changes in theatypes of fine
~ wares 1mported to San G10vann1 shortly after 425 A.D.'k |
~suggeet thatutheyproductlon of the traditional pottery-
centere at Carthage was coﬁgietely«disrupted for at least a

few years.ilf‘Carandini is correct in 1inking the‘trade in
Atrican Reg Slip uith the ngvicularii who carried’the
wéhhbna, theiloss of North Africa to the Emplre would
certainly have caused a marked curtailment of trade, even 1f

Vandal depredat1ons\had.not caused direct harm to the

-

-——— - ———p— —————— ———

:71Hgyes, Supplement (1980), p. 516-517. | 4
S ) . . 1L
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manufacturing centers.?’

_ Either‘or'both of these factors would-have'provided an
excellent'opportunityvfor the technically.somewhat inferior
Phocaean'RedaSIip to moye into.Western‘Mediterranean
markets. A relatlvely short per1od of 1nterrupt1on of the
Afrlcan trade has been 1mp0551b1e to document in the

archaeologlcal ev1dence up to now: whlle the pattern at San

Glovannl cannot be said to prove that an 1nterruptlon of the

Afr1can supply actually did occur, it is very much in

“5

agreement w1th such a hypothe51s.

. The productlon and trade in African fine wares revived

_to a certaln extent in 1ts old tradlng area, and a number of

examples of Afrlcan Red- Sllp wares of the second half of the

flfth century A.D. reached the San Glovann1 51te._F1nds in

;flfth century contexts at San Glovannz suggest that the

O

productlon of the workshop WhICh produced Hayes Forms 76 and

87 was. never dlsrupted

3

.The‘most common forﬂs in African Red Slip at San

i

"»Giovanni»in contexts of Period III are Forms 96;:97 and

3 espeCially 99 (a series the provenance of which‘has been

1dent1f1ed as Oudna in North Afrlca) These forms are small'

r,deep bowls w1th applled footrlng bases that have llttle 1n

common w1th the forms of the early flfth,century A D. They
.f,,\ '.A .-; &

are made 1n a new fabgﬁc, both coarser and darker 1n color

_'.______—-n__'....—__—-_

P'Thls point has)not been noted by Carandini, who thought

~that the association of the wrade . in fine wares and in 01L,,
. would have continued until the Arab conquest'-cf ¢
"Produzione agrlcola" (1969/1970) p. 114,

pl
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‘than the ord1nary fabrlchof Form 61 B, the domlnant form 1n
the flrst quarter of the f1fth century. The group'represents
a revolutiopary change in the form and fabrlc of the African
bowls- such a change reflects ‘some break 1n the contrnu1ty
of the manufacture of African Red Sllp | |

" The ev1dence from Conlmbrlga 1nd1cates that the Afrlcan

Red Slip forms whlch Hayes orlglnally dated to the end of

- )(
" .
e

the flfth century A.D. and laten? 'f 96, 97, 99 and 102),

; « i
- and Phocaean Red 511p forms datyh

%

;*& f%evsecond half of the
fifth century A. D. and the flrst half of the 51xth century
'»A.D. (Forms 3 E and 3 E/F) are actually nearly contemporary
and date from-the m1dd1e or, at latest, the second half of
the flfth century ‘A, D (The occurence of these forms in-

ﬁbf Period III at San G1ovann1 requares that Period

structlon not be dated substantlally later than 460
“he ev1dence therefore indicates that the new phase in
iiroductlon of Afrlcan Red Slzp was launched c. 450 A, D
vIn the meantime, North Afrlca had become an 1ndependent
Vandal krngdom the clalms of Wthh vere recognlzed by the .
,Roman emperor in 442 A.D. | |

In Perlod_III,.the Afrlcan Wares Were‘never‘imported.to
the éan‘Giovanni site in,their former~numbers} but,they
continued as the Standard‘of~fa5hion,,as the imitatidns of

various African forms in painted common ware at San Giovanni

_.-—___,—__—_-...—..__._

27°Cf, Jones, Later Roman Empn*e (1964) p. 190.



'1'1nd1cate. f“ There ‘is no assoc1atlon of theahﬁr1can forms l/rﬂ//
t‘mmported in Per1od III with Afrlcan amphoras, of which only‘ ‘ |
a few wall sherds appear in contexts later‘than Perzod-II
occupatlon. San G1ovann1 therefore prov1des no ev1dence to

lassoc1ate the export of Afrlcan pottery w1th the export of

'Afr1can 011 amphoras in the second half of the flfth century;

A, D The few 1d:ht1f1able amphoras 1n contexts of Perlod IIIV
_are Palest1n1an or ’Gaza amphoras, which may lmply-that 011,

"was be1ng 1mported from the eastern Med1terranean..

Examples of Hayes Form 99 B are the latest securely |
pdatable p1eces of Afrlcan Red-Sllp on the-San G10vann1 site.
’pForm 91 C may date sllghtly later, but 1ts date is not as

R well establlshed It is probably not fea51ble to date the
' examples of Form 99 B at San G10vann1 later than 500 A D. on

"'the'other hand’ two examples of Form 3 F (SG le Type 4)

Phocaean Red Sllp date to the f1rst half of the 51xth\

' century A.D., and th1s ware therefore prov1des the lat st

'l strat1f1ed~dat1ng:eyldence for.the s;te.

“289pavid Wh1tehouse and Paul Arthur report imitations. of

African bowls, particularly of Hayes Form 61 A, as well as

~an imitation of Hayes Form 105 in painted common ware from

- Campania, suggesting an’ 1ndustry'dat1ng from the fourth to -
the seventh century A.D.:; cf. David Whitehouse and Paul

Arthur, "La ceramica dell'Italia meridionale:.produzione e
mercato tra V e X secolo” unpubllshed manuscrlpt (May,
1982). ’

1s1Blake, "Med1eval Pottery (1978) 453, 53,.has

also noted that -although Afrlcan f1ne wares occured in.

" contexts of the fifth/sixth centuries A.D. at Luni, the

associated amphoras were from the eastern Mediterranean.

L 4
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I. The Manufacture of the Paxnted Conmon Ware

| The quantlty of palnted ‘common ware excavated on the
late s1te at-San G1ovann1 1ndlcates the'exlstence in the’
area of 50uthern Italy from the late fourth to at least the
early 51xth century A, D. of an 1ncrea51ngly successful
pottery 1ndustry, wh1ch produced a palnted common ware of a
con31stent and reasonably adequate technlcal level (Tables
II, III and VIII show the 1ncre351ng d0m1nance of . th1s B
ware)," | |

B In'the late»fourth centuryvA D. the 1ndustry produced a .

t

| variety of small pots and jugs Wlth an 1nc1sed decoratlon of\.

hand drawn 21gzag or wavy 11nes,‘or hor1zontal lines w1th
‘ dependent splrals and a ba51c amphora form " The -
manufacturers had daver51f1ed by the mlddle of. the fifth
_century A‘D to produce a. w1de varlety of pleces for tablev
1serv1ce._Around thlS t1me, bowls and a range of serving
forms of large 51ze developed as thelr most characterlstlc
_and marketable product L

The fact that . comblng and wavy comblng replaced the
.earller 1nc1sed decoration by the m1ddle of the flfth
centurX A.D, 1nd1cates that the potters were allve to the
'_advantages:ot efflciency ln commerc;al productlon, but\they
were‘williné_tO'dEalswith a'fairly3high technical-demand in -
" the forms'thenselvesr There was at least no.immedlate‘trendd,
‘to the SImplification ofvthevtlangedsand.spouted forms;_and'
_ the'evolutlon,of'the-individual dinner bowl was in the |

direction of gréater%rather than lesSer'technical
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1dlff1culty.

» The ware takes over a greatly 1ncreased percentage of
Zthe pottery market at San Glovannl by ‘the second half of the.
'flfth century A. D The ahaly51s of the number of. bowls in
'all‘wares 1n ther;mportant 1ate contexts at San G10vann1
d(Tabie VII} shows that'painted_common ware had'gained‘more
R.thanhhaif,of,the_1oca1.potteryfmarketyfor bowlsvin the

hsecond-half of the £ifth century A.D. No doubt the
;COnVersion of the fnhabitants-at'SandGioyanni"to the
'reg1onal product was strongly stlmulated by a break in the
'supply of f1ne ware . bowls' but the palnted common ware
- contlnued nr;,oply to hold 1ts advantage, but to gain a much =
fgreater share of the market at a tlme when the trade in
Afrlcan f1ne wares was belng reorganlzed

The ev1dence from San G10vann1 does not 1nd1cate an - end

‘date for the productlon of palnted common ware. It 1s more

‘,‘commdn than coarse ware on the 51te in the second half of

the fifth century A. D. (1n Context 12*), makes up forty
percent.of all’catalogued pottery in the deStruction_context

of.Period’III‘(Context‘13*); and,. 36% ot that in topsoil

, _(Contextv14)}‘v

Its dominance ot‘the market indicateseahatra demand:hadt'
'been met. In economlc terms, the product had some very
attractlve comblnatlon of de51rab111ty, affordablllty, or

B avallablllty Wh11e the ware was available during the short
fperldd in the m1d f1fth century when Afrlcan wares were not

or had become. proh1b1t1vely expen51ve, other factors must
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also have come 1nto play. It may be that the bowl forms in
‘the ware were seen as not only cheaper and more ea511y
‘ava1lable than the African types, but also more serv1ceable.:
;nnother factor is Ehe productlon in the ware of large

: serv1ng vessels in a. ware of techn1cally hlgher quallty than

the- prev1ously avallable coarse ware.

J. Conclusions B | 4’,

| »The'pottery horizons of the late San Giovanni site‘:i
,Ademonstrate a certa1n degree of cultural stablllty, economlc
.creat1v1ty ‘and energy, and even perhaps 1ncrea51ng
Vprosperlty for southern Italy dur1ng the fourth flfth and'
‘early sxxth centurles A D. |
After the 1ntroduct10n of’the painted. common ware at

the end of ‘the fourth century A. D the general categorles

"/
of wares represented and thelr zekat1ve domlnance remain -
substantlally comparable- that 1s, f1ne wares‘are a very‘
small percentage of all pottery, palnted common ware and;_'
_coarse ware respectlvely»make_pp very 51gn1f1cant -
percentages'of'all pOttery, and imported,amphoras form ah
.negligible"percentage (see:Tahle 1), I

Whlle the percentage of African Red Sllp flne wares
1mported to the site dropped sharply after the first quarter |
' of the fifth century A D., no doubt because the produc |

and trade in these wares were temporarlly dlsrupted by the

»Vandal 1nva51on of North Afrlca in 429 A D., and bowl forms
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and production centers had clearly changed by the second
‘half of the fifthvcentury:h.D., the imitative forms in the
fpaihted common ware of the second half of the fifth century ‘
demonstrate that the Afr1can wares were Stlll the major‘
fashlon influence in pottery.

‘In the second quarter of the fifth century, examples of
Phocaean Red Slip appeared on the site; Examples of the ware.
at San G1ovann1 durlng this perlod of time were clearly
technlcally inferior to the Afrlcan wares whlch had enjoyed
a-long and secure vogue 1n southern Italy, and-the most
reasonable 1nterpretat1on is that the Phocaean Red Sllp was”
marketed to fill the place temporarlly vacated by the
4‘Afrlcan Red Sllp wares.

The_lmportatlon of Phocaean Red_Slip to the site
emphasiies the fact'that_it'cannot simply be dismissed'as a
cultural'backuater.lln fact San G1ovann1 had access to the
malnstream of the pottery commerce of 1ts t1me, 51nce |
-consumpt1on of imported f1ne ware bowls was regular enough
that the dlsruptlon of the African supply reglstered at San
"Giovahnl in the[form of the immediate subst1tut10n_of'the,
Phocaean uare. " . | | | | a

| The.contexts of the second half of the fifth century
‘A.D. 1nd1cate that trade in Afrlcan Red Sllp wares resumed
-and that Phocaean Red Sllp also contlnued to be avallable,
'Desp1te the avallablllty of these wazes, they were no longer
Vacqu1red by the - 1nhab1tants,of the site of Period IlI in

anything like the«numbers in which African Red Slip»wares
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‘had been acquired in Per}od'II The mater1a1 in the dated
contexts at San Giovanni Lndlcates that Phocaean Red Sllp
may never have galned a real ‘hold on the regional market;
however,,1t continued to appear on the site in small |
ouantities in Period III, and two pieces from the early
51xth seem later than the latest examples of African Red
Sllp from the site.
| | The d:opplng percentage_of fine wares means that
_vimported W?resvwete becoming less available, lees |
affordabie, or less desirable oyer”this interval. fhe
. possibility that the African wares had become less oesirable
is directly contradicted by the bowls in the painted common
ware which imitated the contemporary African forms. The
African wares were clearly not absolutely unavailable, since
'ahcettaih number.of pieces were acquired. The explanation
“must be that the inhabitants of the Period III site had
dlfferent views on the allocation of expenditures than those
in Per1ods I and II. This need not 1mply that the
1nhab1tants of Period III were poorer than those of Periods
Iband.II; tn fact;'thefe.is evidence that they. were not.

By the middle of the fifth century A. D., the reglonal
1ndustry producing painted common ware had- become
establlshed ‘and was ev1dently able to supply pottery at a
cheaper price than the meorted vares; cheap enough to
offset the fact that the new pottery was s1gn1f1cantly less

elegant On the other hand, the painted common ‘ware was

serviceable and evidently adequate to-the requirements of
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the inhabitants of the site in Period 111, who generally'
preferred to use it rather than continue to pay the price of
"the 1mported wares.

The existence of the industry which produced the
.painted common ware has far- reach1ng 1mp11cat10ns. It
1mp11es a level of local agr1cultura1 prosperlty hy/h enough
to create a viable market entrepreneurs willing and able to
supply a demand for ceramlc vessels, and some k1nd of
d15tr1but1on system to centers of consumpt1on. ~‘Such an7
1ndustry could not have risen and prospered except in a
-situation‘of local political stability and some deéree of
. economlc prosperity. | 4
| » The dominance of the 1ocally produced palntedvcommon
ware’also provides ev1dence that durlng the periods.of the!
late‘site} San‘Gioranniylay in an area that can be_described’
uas becoming ‘provincial"in the senSe‘that?it became - -
1ncrea51ngly rellant on its own characteristic products and
that it was comfortably content w1th its own lower standards
for those products. Psychologlcal acceptance of the
hlstorlcal fact of the admlnlstratlveoseparatlon of southern
Itaiy from North Afr1ca may have speeded acceptance of and
‘dependence -on the locally produced pottery..'

"Aside from thentendency to 1ncrea51ng regional‘economic‘
autonomy, andeith-it; to lower'technical and,aesthetic
standards, the'evidehcehof the pottery at San'Giovanni
indicates a basic cultural cont1nu1ty 1n southern Italy from

—————— ——— - —————————

."’Cf, Blake, "Medleval Pottery ,;(1978), p. 439.



326

the late fourth to the early sixth century A,D., and it
st;ongly’ihdicates that the economic base of south Italian

society,waé'solid and unthreatened.
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Contexts
s & I8 2 Slalslsl of o
RERF|8|E|B2| & & 283 Blel .
B -. .
rem |5 8158|585 8] 8|8 SEIE
50B, FL [1]2]1 " 1| 1 1 ol
50 B, F4 1 " 1|
50 B, F3 1 2 -
52B 1] 1
‘61 A, F2 1 1 2 3
61 B, F2 2| | 1] 3| 1 7
1B, F3 | 1l 95| |1 Y 17
Sta.mp A(LY 1 R | 1 | 2
|Stamp A 1| 1f 2|3 1 o 8
(11/111)» : e B
64 1 1 2|
50Bor 8B | [l 2] 1] 3] 2 1 104
0dd Bowl IR | 1
Pilgrim o1 ‘
Flask /
53 B; _ / 3 ouf 1l 1] o 11
58 Variant 1 2 1 3
87 ¢ 1 1| 1 5
97 1) | 2|
628 1 1]
{91 B / | 1
76 SEIEN 2
91 Dt 1
99 B 2 8
[12/102 1l

Late African Red S1ip Forms.Sequenced by, the Earliest

Table IV .
S Stratigraphic Context in Which They Appear {(cont.-)

A, .
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' .. Contexts #
| AARHEBEEEEE
SAGIGIE: -5&'&‘:44&”&&%\%58
. :':j 1 * * |k : O — ,(.!\) =] ﬂ (:.':\ <
roem |5 (8|5 8| B8 |ste|e| 8| 8|3|EH|E| &8
84 ! 1
‘Wide Bowl 3 3
91C A |l 2
96 : V 1111]
- Totals |1{2 (11| 1 {2023 7| 9 ol 1. 9 8 of 7| 3[oé
Table IV., (-cont,) Late African Red Slip Forms Sequenced by the
 Earliest Stratigraphic Context in Which They Appear
B ! . ’ . : \ .
Y : " Contexts . . - _
lalel<|21E1alEE|8]8lel |zl a
Q I : ) Bl ol B|l~lw
SIHE| S8R D000 D22 8.
o 1.1, | NEREYNITE R
. o a el B 2 RS ol S S Siglgl a1 3
Form jo]Jojolojorolols|iojolojo E = | ol o »
' SG Rim T1 b 1 %’- 1 1|13
Early Base | - 1) : 1
SG Rim TA . o + l B .
SG Rim Tj B 4] 11 T 1 |
Base - 1| B
8G Rim TY ‘ i | 1 2]
Stamp | 2| 1 173
Totals || 6 1} 6 1| 8 2| 2 1]27
Table V ./ Phocaean Red Slip'in Str;ttified Contexts
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Contexts
§EE§§&'-3292-&*§@8 ‘
o 1] 1] 3] 9 8 12| 6 31
a7 Y B T 3 2 1|10
61 1 1 1] 1 5
162 1] 1
63 2 1 1] 1. 5
B 21 | 2 3 6| 1| 418
o T = -
8 1 1 ‘ 2
21 Variant 1 1
ghe 1. 1
6l & 1 1
b 1 2| 1 2| 5
5 1} - 1 6
Rz 1 1|1 3
- p8 (73 4) 1 1
B9 (61 B/87) 2 2
| 7 6 7 2] 28
2 Variant 1) 1 2] 1| 2| 7
= 1 3] 51 1 12| 8| 7|37
y 1 | 1] 2
ks 3 1 3111 1) 9.
o | 1 11
5 i ol v SRR 2
po e 1 S 1
n 1 ik 1
23 - | | 1 | 1| 2 W
o I | 1 1|
55 | b 2] | 1 3

Table VI. Painted Common Ware Forms §equenced by the Ea.rllest Stratigra.phlc o

Context in Which They Appear (cont -)
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5 » A , —T , — -
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8 2 2 L
I i 8| 2| 2| 16
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T k 1l 1|
T 17 1T 1L 1| 4 2 ”
w8 ] e 1| . - 1
12 1] 1 1 2
|24 Variant!. . 2 2
(31 (96). 1 1)
32 (97) 1 1
|50 3] 3]
66 2| 1] 1] s
33 (82-86) 1 | 1
134 (93/94) 1 1
152 _ . 2 1| 3
53 B ,, Y !
5L'Variant| [, | | | ° | 1 1
" Total | O 'Of 6 2|14]35| 6 | 11| 36| 1| of 79| 4o| 26| 246
Incised Lines | | 3 71 3] | 1 - | 1| 1s5)
Stabbed Combing ] 2 ;. : 1 I I B | 3
Wavy Combing L el 1 9] 1) |18l 10f 6] s0
Stick-Drawn Lines o ’1 1 ' o 3] 1] 1] 6
Horizontql Strlations : | 10 -1} 1 12V

Table VI, Painted Common Ware Forms Sequenced bg the Earliest Stratigraphlc
Context in Which They Appear (:cont
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Plate 1. African Red Slip. Hayes Form 50 B (1-4); Form 50 B or 80 B .
(5-9); Pilgrim Flask (10); Form 52 B (11) Bowl with
Horizontal Rim (12); Form 53 B (13-15) .
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Plate 2, African Rf_,;'d. Slip.- Hayes Form 58 Varia,n‘t (1-2):';. Form 61 A
. (3-4); Form 61 B with Carinated Rim and Slightly Contracted
~ Base (5-8); Type A Stamps (9-10); Form 62 B Base (11)
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- ﬂPﬂate'3, African Red Slip., Hayes Form- 61 B with Knobbed Rim and

Contracted Base (1-8); Aschiated Type A Stamps (9-11)
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-African Réd

Plate 4,

¢ Form 12/102

S1ip.

(113

= u 53483
’ Hayes Form ?6 (1)

Form 87 C (4-6);

:"Vertical Rin (7); Form 91 C.(8-9);

_ Form 97 (12)

T el T T e

Form 82 (2); ‘Form 86
Wide Shallow Bowl with«Rounded

Form 91'D Variant (10)
Form 99, (13-1u) ’
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. Plate 6. Painted Co‘m;lon‘wﬁe SG 1o ) ’ “ . |
- ‘Form 3 (10) g o ooed Form 1 (1-5); Form 2 (6-9);
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Piate. 7. Painted Common Ware. : S@}Ciosed Form 4 (1); Form Mrm
‘ ~ 6 (3-4); Form 7 (5); Form 8 (6); Form 9 (7); Foxm 10 (8); -
-, Form 11 (9); Form 12 (10-11); Miscellaneous Bases (12-13)
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‘Plate/ 8. Painted Common Ware. SG Bowl Form 21 (1-5); Form 21 Vartant
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Plate 11. Painted Common Ware, SG Form 42, Flanged Spouted Bowl (1-7)



2 P2044
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Plate 12, Painted Common Ware. = SG Form 43, Wide-Mouthed Jar (1-4)
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7 P3184 *
. Plate 13. Painted Common

\.

3

Ware, SG Form 43, Wide-Mouthed Jar (1-7)
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Plate 14, Painted Commof Ware. SG Form 44, Mo

#tarium*(léz); SG Form

45, Wide-Mouthed Spouted Bowl with Carinated Wall (3-9) -
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¥ "“'Plate 15, ' Painted Common Ware., Heavy Globular Pots, SG Forms 41 (1),
Y4 W8 (2), 49°(3), 51.(4 and 6) and 51 Variant (5); Large Base
o ¢ of Uncertain Form (7); Stick-Drawn Decoration (8) s
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Plate 16, Paimted Coy Wavre, SG Forll 46 Pseudo~Fla.nged Spouted Bowl | -

~+ (1); Form 47, Wide-Mouthed Pot with Tria.ngvlar Rim (2-5); o
- ~Form %0, Wide-Houthed Jar with Tria.n (5) Form 53, o
‘Funne1(7) R
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Plate 17. .Pa.in*bed Cemmop Ware, 'SG Miscella.neous Form- 61 (1-3) '
. Incised Decoration (4=5); Form 62 (6); - Form 63 (7-9), -
Stabbed Combing (10 and 12); Form &k (11); Form 65 -
e (12-13) Form 66 (1u) _Form 67 (15) |
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