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Koata tdv copiotdv-
RHETORIC, TRUTH, & THE PROBLEM OF ‘SOPHISTIC HISTORIOGRAPHY’

Summary
1. Cassius Dio took a dim view of sophists in his own time and of the role of ‘sophistic’ polers;
2. His suspicion emerges from and is framed in terms of common critiques of sophists in Classical
literature (especially Plato) and through extensive first-hand experience also;
3. Dio was acutely aware of the power & ambiguity of rhetoric, especially in the public realm;
4. His ‘anti sophism’ shaped his use of speeches in the Roman History and informed his marked
mterest in the consequences of specious and ill-informed speech.

1. Restricting the Polis (Cass. Dio 53.30.2-10, 37.9-10)

» Communities should never be allowed to assemble (oi 6fjpotl unite kOp1oi TIVog EGTOGOV UNTE
g éxkAnciav 10 mapdmay oltdTmony)

» The cities ought not to have a large number of magnificent buildings (uft’ oikodounudtmv
TAN0eotv 1j Kol peyébeoty Vep Tavaykaio ypicbmcav)

» Thev should not squabble amongst themselves in foolish rivalries over public games (Ut
AYyOVOV TOAADV Kol TOVTOSUT®Y AVOAM®UOCL damavacOmoay, tva PNTe. .. rloTipiong GAoyolg
TOAEUDVTOL)

» Life-long pensions for victors in the cities’ agones are to be banned (ur pévror dote... Kol
oimow afdvotov miow AmAdg Tolg Ay®dva Tva Viknoaot didoco)

» Foreign visitors must not be pressured into munificence, especially for such trivialities (un
pévrtol dote Kal...E&vov 1€ Tva, avoykalestot map” avToig kal 0TIobV AVaAIoKEWY)

> All systems of local coinage and weights and measures should be abolished (unte 6¢ vopiopota
1 Kol oTabpa fj pétpa idig TIg aTdV EXETO)

» Embassies from the cities to the emperor should be stopped and the provincial governor
consulted instead (ufte TpecPeiav Tva TpOg 6€, TANV €l TPayUd TL dSoyvdcewng Exduevov &in,
TEUTETOCALV)

» The emperor should not be induced by flattery to allow populations to spend or to force
visitors to_contribute (k@v €mevydpevol Tva Tf) T€ apyf] kol Tf] compig Tf T€ TOXN GOV
éxPralectai tivag i mpaéal Tt 1j dvaAdoot mopd SOVaUY EXtYElPdOt, U ETLTPETELY)

» The stasiotic proclivities of the poleis must be stopped and they must cease their mutual rivalry
(TG e ExBpag avTAV KOl TAG PIAOTIHING TAG TPOG GAAAOVG TAVTATAGTY EKKOTTEWY)

» Cities must not be allowed to assume honorific titles and so rival one another (koi prte
gnovopiog Tvec kevag uit dAlo Tt &€ o Sieveydnoovial Tiov EQiévar opict moisicOa; cf.
Cass. Dio. 54.23.8.)

2. Dio & Sophistic Centres

Cilicia: Cass. Dio 69.1.3, 73[72].7.2, IGRR 3.654. VA 1.3, 1.12; V5568-570, 570-576, 578-581
Pergamum: Cass. Dio. 80.7.4, PIR 11 C 492 VS 511-521, 530-545, 613-615, 581-585
Smyrna: Cass. Dio. 80.7.4, PIRII C 492 = VS 567-568; Arnistid. Or. 50.83

» Discussion of centres of ‘sophistic’ activity: Bowersock 1969, Anderson 1993, Whitmarsh 2005.
»  Cassius Dio as “product of the Second Sophistic”: Reardon 1971, Reinhold 1988, Gowing
1992, Swain 1996, Swan 2004, Jones 2016; cf. Ameling 1984, who wrongly describes the

historian as a sophist as such.
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3. Rhetoric & ‘False Philosophy’

cf. Lauwers, J. Philosophy, Rhetoric, & Sophistry in the Roman Empire (2016)

a) Self-professed philosophers criticising sophists: Apul. Ap. 80.3, Flor. 12; Aristid. Or. 33.29;
Dio. Or. 3.27, 4.32-38, 6.21, 8.9, 10.32, 32.11, 35.8-10, 58.2; Luc. Rhet. Pracc. 15-16; Max.
Dial 1.226.

b) Dio and Plato: Gowing 1998, 385-386; Jones 2016 (also, compare 75.3.2 = Plat. Rep. 3.399C).

¢) Imperial orators on ‘false philosophers’: Apul. Flor. 4; Dio Or. 49.11; Epict. 1.7.11, 1.27.6,
2.16.3, 2.18.18, 3.8.1, 3.26.16, 4.5.3; Max. Dial. 1; Sen. Contr. 1.2.22, Suas. 1.6 (for the
synonymity of ‘sophist’ and ‘false philosopher’ see Brunt 1994 & Sandy 1997)

Speech of Maecenas: “For men like this, who speak the occasonal truth but really speak falsehoods for
the greater part, often encourage many people to make trouble. And indeed, not a few of those who
pretend to be philosophers do the very same thing (td0 & odt0 TODTO KOI TAV QIAOCOQPETV
TPOGTOIOVUEV®Y 0VK OAiyol dpdaot). For this reason, then, I warn you be on your guard against these
people. Do not believe, just because you have experienced Areius and Athenodorus and other good
men, that all others who say they pursue philosophy (tov¢ @rhocopeiv Aéyovtag) are like these; for
some using this profession as a screen (todto wpofailouevol) wreak many ils (Cass. Dio 53.36.3-4).

Marcus Aurelius’ education: “In [rhetoric] he had Cornelius Fronto and Claudius Herodes for
teachers, and, in [philosophy], Junius Rusticus and Apollonius of Nicomedeia. Both were advocates of
Zeno. As a result, great numbers pretended to pursue philosophy (@ilocoogiv émidtTovto), hoping
that they might be enriched by the emperor. Most of all, however, Marcus owed his advancement to
his own natural gifts; for even before (koi yap mpiv) he associated with those teachers he had a strong
impulse towards virtue” (Cass. Dio 72[71].35.1-2; cf. Millar 1964: 13)

Antiochus the sophist (VS 568): “Antiochus was a Cilician who at first had prefended to be a Cynic
philosopher (pthoco@eiv kvvNndov Td Tp@TA EMAATTETO), and in this way had proved of the greatest help
to the soldiers; for when the cold upset them, he would encourage them by throwing himself in the
snow, rolling in it. Hence he obtained both money and honours from Severus as well as Antoninus, but
became conceited (rnapOeic) at this ...” (Cass. Dio 78.19.1-2; cf. Avotins 1971, 67-71)

Caesar to the Senate (Cary’s translation): “These statements that I have made are no mere sophistries
(tadta 8¢ ovK GAL®G £Qrhocdenoa), but are intended to convince you that what I think and say is not
merely for effect/display (00x g émidei&v) nor yet thoughts that have just chanced to occur to me on the
spur of the moment...” (Cass. Dio 43.17.1; on Caesar’s deceptiveness see Kemezis 2016 and Burden-
Strevens 2015 for many other examples)

4. Sophistic Self-Presentation
a) Guise of poverty: = Apuleius’ modest clothing, wooden staff’ (see Sandy 1997, 23-24)
= The pretensions of Aristocles of Pergamum (Philost. V.5 567)
* “A purse and a staff do not constitute emulation of Diogenes”
(Max. Dial. 1.265)
= An impoverished ‘Socrates’ in the Golden Ass (Apul. As. 1.6)

Julia Domna & Caracalla: “Surely I do not need to say, too, that Julia hosted public gatherings for all the
men of the first rank, just as the emperor did? But while she still preferred to engage in philosophy with
these men (1] pév kol petd ToVTOV £TL PAAAOV £QTA000PEY), fie kept on saving that he needed nothing
more than the necessities of life, and he preened and plumed over his ability to live on the cheapest
sustenance (6 6¢ &leye u&v unodevog £ Tdv avaykainv Tpoodeichal, kol £l TOVT® Kol EGEUVOVETO MG
Ot evtedeatatn T dwaitn ypticOon duvauevoc). But really, there was nothing on earth, sea, or air that
we did not have to keep giving him, both in gifts and state grants” (Cass. Dio 78.18.2-3).
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b) Femininity: = Feminine sophists: Philost. V5536, 620, 623; Gell. NA 1.5.1; Lucian
Rhet. Praec.
= “Give no-one any excuse whatever for putting on indolenece or
effeminacy (podakiov mpoomogicBo) or any other fake behaviour”
(Cass. D10 52.26.3)
= Philiscus of Thessaly (Philost. V5622; cf. Millar 1964, 18-19, 50-51)

Philiscus & Caracalla (212-213 CEP): “...when [the Emperor| heard that there was a suit brought against
[Philiscus] and that he was to hear it tried, he ordered the official in charge of lawsuits to give notice to
Philiscus that he must make his defence himself and not through another. When Philiscus appeared in
court he gave offence by his bearing; by the way in which he stood; his attire seemed unsuitable; his
voice effeminate...And since the replies of Philiscus were unsatisfactory, the Emperor exclaimed: "his
hair shows what sort of man he is, his voice what sort of orator!" (Philost. V5622)

o) Embpassies: = Sophists as imperial ambassadors: Philost. VS 520, 521, 524, 531,
539, 570, 582, 600, 601 (Dio? Davenport 2012, 802)
= For discussion, see Bowersock 1969, 17-29; Reardon 1971, 23-24;
Anderson 1993, 25, 31; Whitmarsh 2005, 59-61.
= Embassy from Ephesus to Caracalla in Nicomedia: SIG 3.489
= Embassy from Prusias to Caracalla in Nicomedia: /GRR 3.1422

Maecenas on embassies: “The cities should send no embassy to vou, unless its business is one that
mvolves a judicial decision; they should rather make their representations to their governor and through
him bring to your attention such of their petitions as he shall approve. Thus they will be spared expense
and be prevented from resorting to crooked practices to gain their object; and the answers they receive
will be uncontaminated by their agents and will involve no expense or red tape.” (Cass. Dio 52.30.9-10)

5. Religious Irregularity
See de Romilly, J. Magic and Rhetoric m Ancient Greece (Cambridge, Mass. 1975) Ch. 1

» Hadrian of Tyre called a sorcerer (yong) because of his brilliant oratory: Philost. V5 590.

» Dionysius of Miletus’ magical memoria: “what man who is recorded among the number of the
wise would be so careless of his own reputation as to practice magic (dg yontevwv) with his
pupils?”: Philost. V.5 523.

» Apollonius of Tyana’s defence against the charge of being a yong: Philost. VA 7-8

Dio on Apollonius of Tyana: “Surely I do not need to say, too, that Julia hosted public gatherings for all
the men of the first rank, just as the emperor did? But while she still preferred to engage in philosophy
with these men, /e kept on saying that he needed nothing more than the necessities of life, and he
preened and plumed over his ability to live on the cheapest sustenance...His delight in magicians and

tricksters was so great that he praised and honoured Apollonius of Cappadocia, who had flourished

under Domitian and really was a magician and trickster (xai yonc koi pdryoc axpipne £yévero). He even
erected a shrine to him”. (Cass. Dio 78.18.3-4)

Dio on Sempronius Rufus: “And—what was in the last degree disgraceful and unworthy of both the
senate and of the Roman people—we had a eunuch to domineer over us. He was a native of Spain,
Sempronius Rufus by name, and his occupation was that of sorcerer and trickster (tov & o1 tpoOmOV
QaPUOKEVE Kol YONG), for which he had been confined on an island by Severus” (Cass. Dio 78.17.2)

» Probably not the sophist ‘Rufus’ (V5 597-598), who lived to 61 and was educated by Atticus.
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Maecenas on magic: Allow no one to reject the gods or to be a magician (40ém Tvi unte yont).
Soothsaying 1s of course necessary, and you should always appoint some diviners and augurs that people
who wish to consult with them can turn to. But there should be absolutely none who practice magic
tricks (puaryevtag mavy odk eivar mpoonket). For men like this, who speak the occasonal truth but really
speak falsehoods for the greater part, often encourage manv people to make trouble. And indeed, not a

few of those who pretend to be philosophers do the very same thing... (td0 &’ adt0 TODTO KOi TAOV
(QILOGOQETY TPOGTOIOVUEVAOV OVK OATYOL Op®GY)...(Cass. Dio 52.36.2-4)
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