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T eould see qou kids plagin hockeq.Yod:/e of (
mms‘jggi‘ ng (l;eHer*chks g.f used 1o play ho?mg;o:rqd ,
before the wor stoded. % —~——vv———p
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“Imade it back From war in one
plece,only o lose my legs 1n an
acciderit ona trip to seé my parerts.
I love this country though, kids
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“Any wey kids, I've checked out
New place I's east of here , Just
oulside OF downtown. Reallq nIce,
but there's,noroom For my
hocley stick. Could gou

do me 3 Favour and

holdonto 7"

Y “When it was Hime for me fo
didn get tostay with my Fami
allowed Yo take anythun

went o one school, and%

elee. ] [ived with anoﬂ\ergnr Frb
reservahone *
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“Running gotme through schogl
I never ran again dter 1 left,
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“When 1 refurned Tomy reservation, =
everything had changed and everyone
who made i1 home brought the divisions
they were +eugint back corth Hhem. Ater

a Fignt with my sister, I 1eft Forthe oty



> u9h here nthe c
Tou know that sweetness gou smell when

I'm oround 7 T hawe diabetes. 1¥s haw my
sister died. But ] have lots of friends

2round here.We take cere ofF esch other I'm

na pace where I belong.”
"Goodbye Kids.

% FarFor my Fr;endsh

{7 vistt me, You kids wont
See me aaam,lcap P3

one bag. My ride will be

here soon, and T don't

Know whatto fake,




"T'm hesded back oulside.
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oved the out . Ren abusiness.Had o Family. I fost
both around the same time.. That was +he lost %l:;{ng I(ﬁed
in @ house. I didn't draw agein for a longHme & ‘
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“Tended uphere.
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LA +ine for a long ehile. Not sure howmuch +ime passed. lihen
iR was light, Toorked dawrrtown S0 Leould buy what I needed. When itwas
Y dark?hl retuned o mycamp. T dldé"’r bother anyone .
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3 B "Now we have fo leave .The place Im
D — mﬁﬂi Sup?osed Tomove to doesn't allow dags
ﬁﬁf”i“«’ﬁ%fﬁ@% S° wont bego\ng‘. el
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. gove me 8 spofover
someone who weas dlready wartingon the
lousing, list, Ophics Kids.

“Tuwant you bolh fo here fhese Hs the
Same drawing ok ourhome.To remember iy
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“There used fo be alot of us, ¢
It was the best time of my |ife.
[\t > 2/

“Then it wgs Just me. Eventually I

sick too, From the medicine I
) But by then, gelting sick wasn't & death
sentence. Being dlone Felt i ke onethaugh’
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“I ended up coming west. Tneeded
a chan eoFPScenery.No lace +
Sleep, byt lhadnr%dm S and
rln%eo#one.Lea ed pretty Fast

o _Kkeep moving.
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This comic is dedicated to everyone who called the MacDonald Lofts home.

Rylan Kafara is a longtime city-centre
worker, volunteer, and activist. He is
currently a PhD Candidate at the
University of Alberta.

He thanks everyone who helped write this
story: his family, Tony Bolger, Judy
Davidson, Julia Guy, Molly McKeen, Alex
McKie, Jay Scherer, Aaron Vanimere,
Arlene Eaton-Erickson and Jane Slessor’s
inner-city social work class at the
University of Calgary, and everyone he got

to know at the Lofts.

Spyder Yardley-Jones is an internationally
recognized cartoonist, painter, and
sculptor. He has taught the art of
cartooning for over 26 years through artist-
in-residencies in Edmonton schools,
YouthWrite, and the Art Gallery of Alberta
(AGA). Spyder has had art exhibitions in
the USA and Canada, including the AGA.
He is also the illustrator of the award
winning graphic novel Jamie's Got a Gun
written by Gail Sidonie Sobat.

Rylan also thanks the Emil Skarin Fund, the
University of Alberta’s Faculty of Kinesiology,
Sport, and Recreation, the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council, and the Killam
Trusts for the financial support.

~ Spyder would like to thank his
family and his best friends
Donna Dery and Gail Sidonie
Sobat, who have helped and
inspired him to make his art.
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