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“The job of the linguist, like that of the biologist or 
the botanist, is not to tell us how nature should 
behave, or what its creations should look like, but 
to describe those creations in all their messy glory 
and try to figure out what they can teach us about 
life, the world, and, especially in the case of 
linguistics, the workings of the human mind.”
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Unexpected Results Literature Study Follow-up Analysis



What is ND Why Does it Matter Details



Specifics Hypothesis



Contrary to our expectations, Spanish 
showed the same ND effect as English. 
Japanese showed no effect of ND, and 
Mandarin showed a different ND effect than 
English in accuracy.
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