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ABSTRACT.

An analysis of theTNortthmerican hockey scene reveals
that violent behavior of varying forms appears tp he becoming more
entrenched in the hockey suhcuiture, 'The extent to which_violEnég
has permeated the hockey .subculture has_given rise to much.concern
on the partbof government officials, 1eague officials,vspectators,
.players and‘the°genera1 puhlic. At present,-the process through

which hockey players are socialized'appears to lend itselfftobthe

acceptance of violentrbehavior as a dimension which isfrequired to

become a successful hockey player VResearch indicates that overt
behavior and violence in the hackey subculture may, in 1arge part
be explained by ‘social Learning theory: violence displayed on the
ice,.is learned or acquired through a combination of modelling, |
instruction, and differential reinforcement. As a direct.result,
acceptable forms and degrees of aggression have heen subverted'in‘
_many cases by unacceptable and 1llegal violence ‘

The study utilized three distinct methods in examining the B

natUre and causes of violence in hockey: (I) the primary method

'was the participant*observer approach characteristic of the occupa—

B )

4tional socialization, (2) documentary;research which screened‘

e nv_/

'media reports, official publication from various organizational
'levels of hockey, and a number of’ studies commissioned to. examine
',hockey v1olence,xand\§3) an unstructured interview with a sample

of prejprofessional and»professional‘players."f_cw'l:. o




A

&
¥

Data was gathered to examino-the'relationship hetween hockey

violence and the two prevailing theories of agpgression and violence:

S LA e /
(1) instinct, and (2) sotial learning. : »
o / ! . C

A Conéeptual ahalyéis‘of the data led to the identification of
on , 1de Jon.f
five distinct, vié}ént roles: the poljiceman, goon, intimidétd?j—

© antagonizer, anq/stickman. The processes associated'with selection

/ K

and sobialiiétion into these roles'is,déscribed. The important
influenCegl¢%’profeésiOnai hockeyvon'vidlenee-in amateur hqckey are
»identifiedfand suggestions for constructive change outlined. -
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CHARTER 1
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

» - I. TNTRUDUCTION
,i : ' o =

. Shnce'the early 1960's, a grgét deal of attention has been

pald by scholars and other observers to the phenomenod of in-

creasin& violence in our society. . hHistorically, violente has

.always been parf of the reality of our social life. Violence

is an emotionally-loaded subject, and has many more extensive:
: . . _ T s -

implications .than are apparent on the surface. When looking

beneath the surface for the causes of violence, including

those that are seemingiy remote, we are'épt to find raw- truths,
[\ . : . v .

_ that may.hot be easily accepted. Trends towards vidience,

aggressidn,‘and déhUmahizatiSﬁ are often traced to an overly
competitive, suppo;gdl§ libe;alized sysféﬁ;j

During the‘past few years many'res;aféhefs'have‘fQCQSedv
their inperests on violencé and aggfessibg,in.sport. Some
appajenﬁly-pérceiVe sport ﬁrimarily:as awmediﬁh fhrougb which
the? may attempt to deQelop-some understanding of human

b

aggressidn;'others‘seém,to-be more concerned that violence

_'threétens thét which tﬁéy_?onsidéngoqd-in éport (M.D. Smith, .

'1974)."it isjiﬁ,ﬁhis;iéfter fégéfd théi'the present study

7]

. The. relatYonship between sport, aggression, and violence

. 1s a complex, hultifaceted_phenomeﬂdn which has no'éinglé_

/

" antecedent or cause,  This.is not to say, however,'phatuodé

:e : . . i .

| .

éfkind of expiaﬁa;iqn may not be.mofg useful than another.

AL
&



When viewing sports competition we are able to observe va¥d
tions in rate and type of aggression and violence, thus pro-
vidinéﬁhs at least an approach to understanding it. In sports

M > . s N

S . Y SNy, )
there are many'forms of aggressive behavior utilized by partici-

pants. /txpreésionbof these forms may be iﬁferpreted in terms
of bas{c tﬂeo ies of aggression; firstly,'the instinct‘rheory
wheréby huéan aggression is considered to be innate to_man,‘andw
,seco;dly, the social'learning‘theory whereb& huoan.aggreesion
~is considered to be acquired or learned through cultural indoc- o
trination apd socializgzion 5rocesses. This study will atteﬁpt ! ‘;-
to utiiize_the rwo basic theories in understanding violence and:
agg;ESsive behavior in the‘ice—hockey subculture.

Sports.competition, bvéits verv nature, aggravatee ahd in-°
tensifies aggressive tendenc1es, which often result in violence
(Alderman, 1973). Aggre381on has become acceptable within the
North American}sports culture. When channelled‘and directed
“into suitabie forms aggreéeion oécomes a,legitimate~pa{§;of
sports. The problem arising today however is that these accep— /’[/
Atable‘forms and display of aggression have been in many cases/;//////

L »

subverted by iilegiﬁimate-overt_behavior, thus bringin yio ence_'

e

to the scene. It 1is the'violehce-Yhigh,has’ﬁe.

‘culture,‘and'specifieally”ﬁoekey, that this st

eated the sports:
focuses upon. .

- . II. PURPOSE AND RA;&ONALE‘ OF THE §! ‘
There have been few empirical investigations of a systema-

AR

tic nature concerned with eport-violence in North America.



.of athletic pastfmes, it provided a useful model in the inves-

_minor’éystgm. Whether this viblénce in the minor system'has become

-

Perhaps surprising is the relatively little attention paid to
the sport of hockey. One would think a spoft such as hockey
that has a great deal of physical contact and allows for the

outlet of aggression as it does, would come under close scrutiny

‘

‘when investigating the causes of and nature of violence in

sports. . Since hockey is one of the most Blatantly aggressive .
A \ ‘
tigation of violence and aggressive behavior in sporté. Todayus
hockey provides a powerful portrayal of the permeation‘of vio-
lence in the SpbftS'subcultufe. Viélence behavior of varyiﬁg
forms appears to be becoming more eﬁtrenched'in the héckey sub-
culture (M.D;.Smith, 19714], 19722, 1972b, 1972c, 1973b, 1974;'
Vaz, 1972). . | |
| Of‘maibr conceriiwﬁén*dealing with violencé in hockey iér‘
the subséqueht_side eéfects. It islebidenc’now that yiolence
which_has ﬁeen éonddﬁed an& gften.evén approved in thé adult .
hockey population'(pre—pquessional andlprofessionql), is'béing ;

adopted by the minorvhockey;stfucture; The concern arises when

O

e

the "pro-style" behaviors are carried down into the minor systems.’

Although prOféssiOnai.sbort is often a highly qug;La;hingrand

successful enterprise it does not constitute an appropriate’

modei fof'ﬁhe_play of-youngstersA(Bottéfill, 1972) . Studies SUCh:f

as M.D. Smith (1972a, 1974),-Vaz (1972), and McPherson (1974)

reveal just how much Dlegitimized violéﬁQe" has.crepfvinto‘the_

L

th§>product of professional hockey»dr'jUSt.én E£tension of the

N



~to good effect and suggest that it is the most useful. approach

total scene’, would in itself call,for furrher investigation&
There has been a definite neglect to the systematic study
. ,;,_
\\

of hockey from a sociological perspective with regard to’

violence and aggressiOn at the professional level. This lack

of concern is even more surprising in view of recent criticisms

of hockey by government .officials, league officials, game

officials, spectators and players. (McMurtry, 1974; Alberta
. . ¥

Mmateur Hockey Association, 1971). Scudying violence and

o
k I

aggression in hockey_can perhaps give one a better indication

of what to expecr; and how to cope with the violence which

.might confront coaches, players and officials.

Whrle there has been a great deal-of.Specu;ation, rela-
tively little research has focused.dn this prcbiem; Thisvstudy
will;attempt to generate more prégise understahding of this |
crobleﬁr The parcicipantfcbseruation method apheared well-
suited to the nature of the study. The_auchorvfelr‘chat this

method was most appropriate in view of the kind of information

-‘required. -Sociologists and researchers-(McCall '1967*'Whyte

' 9614 Polsky, 1967; Yablonsky, 1962) have utilized this format

v

,ﬁor obtalnlng the kind of data required to describe a particular
~subcu1ture and 'its role structure, Further justification for

- the uhe of this method will be. discussed in Chapter III

/.

.
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ITL. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The central pﬁrpose of'the study was to investigate tﬁe
nature ana causes of violgnce in the North American hockey sub-
culture.“épecifically, the study attempted to better understénd
the violenéé in both amateur'gnd professional hoékey, thfougb‘a
descriptiOEFBf the socializatién of violence at the.prefpro~'
feésioh;l (i.e., junior) and the érofgssi&nal ievels. AThe

study also-attempted to assess the relative merits of the two

3
L

dominant eXplanétionsbof_violegfe and aggression in sport,

social 1ea}ning and instinét, in.uﬁde;standing-Giolence in hockey.

Sub-problems are:

1; An investligation into the trgngs and;béhavi@r.of
play;>s who use #iblence and‘overt aggreésion.as
an occ‘up.a.t.ionélltool'.Q By defining and dgscribing
tﬂe various roles the stuﬂy.will'hopefﬁliy 6ffer\
some possiblé'énswers’fo this.gociﬁl.problgm‘tﬁat/, N
has'jgopardized hockéy in éhe.last'deéade.... |

ﬁf' A‘discuséién'bf mass'media;°sﬁgétaﬁots, theAmanégef_
ﬁent—érieﬁtaﬁed érofit s?ﬁ&;éme,ignA'thé effééts.

'theée‘have on iqfluenéingbthé players; roi%s. =
3. Tﬁe.éffeéﬁ fhaf-significgnt_btﬁers.kcbaches,-barénfs;;<
officials ahd peers?.ééq.):havélon thé»seie?;ibn o

..process of violent roles.

‘ - : . . : S
. . . . B : A . . .
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4, The net effect of the pre-professional.and professional

levels of hockey on violence.

IV. .DEFINITION OF TERMS -

PR
Y

Amateur
Amateur is one who engages in sport on a hoﬁ-prdfessional

basisa The individual does not make .his livelihood ffbm\sport,»
and does not hold a‘contract with a team'in a recognized pro- -

fessional league.

'American-Hockgy League (A.H.L.) -

American Hdckey League is a development league for majof
professionél_hogkey-leagues. The AHL is ditself a pfofessionai

fleégue.

‘Antagonizer = ‘ e |
Antagonizer is a term.used in sport which refers to players
who ftustrate and aggravate their opponents, without resorting
to physical intimidation; a mild form of intﬁmidatidn.
Assault

An attack by physical means; ‘an attempt or.thfeat to" do

- .

'bgdily vi01encé pr'ihjury to another ihdividualQTUSuaily 13 T

the form of "fisticuffs". =

fBehavior'

v

t»_:The aétions‘an individual gxhibitsia§ a'fesult Qf'ihtérnéi‘_

motivation and interaction with the énvironmentg '



» o ‘ ' K
minor professional leagues prior to 1974,

- Cariadian Amateur Hockey Associetion (C.AH.A.)

Canadian Amateur Hockey Association is an amateur body

.representing Canada. - . .

Central Hockey Leagne (C.H.L.)
Central Hockey League is a development league for major
professional'leaghes,1ocated in the United States’of America.

4 . . : Lot s

The CHL is itself a professional league. -

Counter role

" The action of an individual which influences in some way

the expectationS'and/or actions of . another; there dre nsually‘
; : : . , . T = j |

many counter roles involved.

- S . .

Eastern Amateur Hockey Léague (E.A.H.L.)

EasternoAmateur,HOCkey League was a development league for

g )

Emulation
. To. strive to equal or excel, a process whereby one attempts
/

to imitate another individual usually a significant other o R

v ..\v

person.

. Frustration'~ _‘ o :. A '.,~: o Ty

The direct or indirect result of the blocking of ‘a person 's

0

:desired goal when ones efﬁorts are thwarted (i e., not beingG

.0

.able to score a goal in hockey)



~ R S P a
A term used in hockey which refers'to an individual whose - ,/fdb

Goon

purpose is to assault or violently attack opponents, usually Ve

/!
L
kept on the team only because of his physical "toughness". =" . <\

o 3 e -
- I Lo ) . —— .
e . . . : ]

‘ Instrumental}Aggression . -

Instrumental aggression is’ aggression wh _ by'the.pufposev

;

_is to achieve some goal that being uin, ng. The.primary_goal

L

: 1s not injury to the opposition buf//ttainment of a reward.

International Hockey League (I,H.L.)-

. '// ‘
International Hockey League, a development league for minor = . / -3
. , L
. professional leagues located in the United’ States The‘IHL is a

. itself a profeSSionallleague, 7 “_' )

A

| Intimidation

1 /

Intimidation is the use “of . threats or violence to influence ’

the actions of others, the condition of being frightened by

e,

e e
?threats,.can'be physical or verbal. :
_Junior Draft : ;>‘ A (
= n B . o
A process!used in Sports for drafting young players, in
T

< h_'_f_’_/‘ ’ N . . .
fhockey the draft age is: ninetéen with some . exceptional eighteen L iy

year olds Professional teams select piayers in inverse order - 7- N
,”of the previous year 5 final 1eague standing ' For example, if
Ca particular team finished 1ast in point standings, they would

‘5receive‘first,pick:in the~draft.

o



Mass ﬁedia",
Mass Media refers to the varjous methods of mass communication,

such as the radio, neWSpaper,‘felevision, magazines, etc. -

North American Hockey League (N.A.H.L.)

North American HoCkey‘League, newly founded in 1974; is a

~-..major development league of the WOrld Hockey Association The - : 6 ~

_f\\\\National HockeyﬁLeaéue (N.H. L ) ’///;; L ‘ . 4 L o .

Y

NAHL is 1tse1f a professional league e T . L ~_ ;'u

The National thh,y/EEEEGET/until 1972 the only major pro-

on*hockey 1 ague in North America.

Normative Ref rence Group

' A grou ‘or individual which is thought Of as a distributor
of approval or,disapproval for various alternatives of an

indi dual s behavior in defined situations, provides the indi- o o H;

;dual with a guide to action

Physical Coercion : "-_" Lo : e

_ An act to physically (bodily) restrain or constrain by force,

-

through legal or illegal tactics

- o A . . - o ot

: Policeman L

Policeman is a term used in sports which refers to physi— a

_ cally "tough" players whose job is to protec# their'teamfmatesjﬂ‘

b similar behaviors.._””'

from the oppositiqn who are- employing rough" tactiqp Thé-;«“' :

policeman is usually very adept in the art of fighting and



+ R SRR . : .. ‘
[§ . ) o . . / ’
. o /

Professignal ' S : : ’ /

Professiomal is an individual'who’engages in sport'for péy
2} as a vocation. The professional holds a contract with a team
N E

: g .,
in .a recognized professional league.

Professional Scout'

Professional scout is an individual hired by a professional
‘sports team to recruit néw players to the team,. The 'scout"
usually travels throughoot the various amatenr.and semi-pro—-

' fessional‘leagues\for recruitment purposes..

'Reaetive‘Aggression\ S - : ﬂ\ .
.Reactive agéreésion has'as_its purooaelinjury or harm to —
another with'ooth'perception of the other pereon as.a threat
orinoxiousret}nuli and the emotion of anger necessary oonconi-' "
tants; a . I
YReinforcement B | R j l', . o : '»A ' '; e
; | Relnforcement is feedback as a. result of action, positive 'fi“rt L a

" in terms of' encouragement or. reWard or negative in terms of
. : AL

T dlscouragement or punﬁshment o '.'_'»'4‘_': ol L ‘v.:;

wion - TR U '_'--' o ;;;r.,,,w_;.-.ﬂ AP

Retaliation occurs as a result of an individual s behavior S ‘1'}“, '54T
. . i . ) P . R "'_f‘;
| “7'and/or<act~against,enother.‘ It may be verbal or physical in : SRR )

‘nature o -
e T '
| ' R \~ T e T . L , . l . i . Lo
Role Model 'U SRR o .g_:i: . ;»?_'3 NIRRT e 3
———— SR A T T s B T S

!fF Role model is an- individual or group whorgrovides anotherf'

A individual with a frame of reference, it‘demonstrates forxthe SR
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. Afidividual thISOmehhing is done‘in the technical sensew

Rookie
Rookie is a new recruit; a term commonly used in sports
which refers to fifst year player$ on the team, regardless of

ége. . . I, £

Rule-governed

"Rule—governedfis action which‘hasibeen4sénctipued legal
" under the rules of the game; have beodme'legitimized and governed'

by predeScribed rules,_‘

I *"‘4"Semi“-‘p;l~'df‘ess‘j:o‘ " e ee . _- s :v»ﬁ > f ,
Semi-professional is a epbrte term used which refers to -
" minor leagues; often .it 1s the develepment ieague-Of e’major :

N

~league franchise, - L

SOuthern Hockgy League (S H.L. )

Southern Hockey League, newly founded in 1974 is a develop—

’ o . ‘meut*league for the WOrld Hockey Association andnmiuor pro—yv
| - .fe831ona1 teams of the National Hockey League The S¢H,L} is.x_
uu-‘:j‘-'}:.itself a ptqfessional league. . | '\.“;t. |
. S e : o e e .
"'.’ t%;_Sggnificant Others ';.‘ . . _;} 3 f'f;7u‘enb‘g;ﬁ2efe\%%iﬁ a
_‘\“%"f;éf : ; nificant others/are persons in an individuel s envir;ne
B L %

‘"ment who act as an influential referen
. : 'E N

(sport heroes) valued and held in esteem by an individual*’u..

"also‘peers,gparents apd“coaches. s Rt
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Socialization . o : »l A N

Sociaiization is.the process whereby‘a_person acquires
v sensitivity‘to Social etimuli and learns toiéet.along.with,
“and behave‘like-others in his group.offculture; the social
_procees yhereby persons learn‘tO'become participants in-their
vaocietyr It-is the processlwhereby indiyiduais.hecome.sooialized,
into roles.A ‘
' Stickman or Hatchet—nan ' L ) ’_ N _ _" ' IR

L 3
Stickman or hatchet—man is a term given to a hockey player

-who consistently uSEs his stick as a weapon for the infliction

of violent behavior by ;hé‘use"of hls'hockey.stiek.
Values are concepts of the.desirable tied to morality andf

,*”; : appear to be’ highly dependent on paqt environmental reinforce—

N
Do

'.ment. R : . o o R I

1

Veteran

'.Veteran:is a term used in sports which refers.tO'players;v‘y. .

\\}fx h : nho'haze_piayed longer than one‘year On‘a team; an experieneed':,fA
'individual.‘ | : o
fggw'f,h - f B S ) I
Hw\Violence e 'f.‘ o Do ;A.~ : :_.,d
N : L : :
.‘\: Violence is aggression to the point of physical harm and
h deseruction the use. of physical Fhrce to in&lict injury Jinf,]fi
this etudy it will be used synonymously with overt reactive:_

\

aggreggioﬁ\*~Fo:\gprposes of the'study the author does not

/," e . . ! . P o . N . . Hk\\ N ot B .. . w Cnmr . B
: T ;3* , S oL e N e T




consider the application or use of force within the strict

rules of the game as "‘violence"

World Hockey-Association (W.H.A.)

vW0qld Hockey Association; newly founded major professional

leaguegin North America in 1972.

' Westdrn Hockey League (W.H.L.)

>Western-Hockey League, until 1974 was a development league
for'major professional leagues; now defunct. '

< * "V, FORMAT OF THESIS

In this initialbchapter the‘author introduced the relevance
. af uiolence and its associationwwith,sborts, specifically hockey}
Having ogtlined the purposesAand need for such a study, and-
lthe basic'problens nhich the study focused on, the‘following
chaptet turned'its_attention to a review of‘related literature.
Chapter II deals mainly with documentaryrresearch on violence
'lﬁlln sport and studies relating'to hockey violence Included in
";the chaoter is/a presentation.of the uarious.theorieS'of aggressionfj_
and violence with relation: to sport and a review of influencing |
':factors which affect violence in hocke§’ _':: . 'é' j;‘vvfp. R
Methods and.procedures which werelused in res:arching and
'_collecting data for the thesis are described in Chapter III
Chapter IV deals with the formal organization of North

: American hockey, and the hockey subculture from the standpoint

L LS
of role.sets and»rple relationships.r



Chapter V déals more expiicitly with the violent and
aggréssion—oriénted roles available in pre—pféfeséional and
- professional hockey, gnd héw players become socialized into
the various roles.

-_‘ Chapter VI discusses and interprets tﬂe various theories

of aggression and violence fnpm-thé data collécted, and the-

éffect_of professional yiblence'on the Eotal.hockey'séene.An
: 2

Also includéd 1is a brief'discussién'of pogﬁibilities for‘c::;ge.
The_finél_chapgef prgseﬁté a éummqry‘and somé-recommeqd;~

tions for future study. -

14
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“ : ' GHAPTER 11
REVIfW OF.LITERATURE
Tne review of the'literature'has been divided into thrée
main areas; the.first section deaiing'with vioience and aggres-
sion in sport genersily, the second'section with;the theories
of aggression in relation-to soort, snd the third section
dealing with V}olence and aggression in relation to hockey

spe01f1cally

\

v RS

\ s
e

. 1. VIOLENCE AND AGGRESSION IN SPORT .

: &

Although:there.is a great deal of spéculation and concern
: ~

'

nobsdays it is extremely difficult to find syStematic-research *
which.focuses on sports vioiencef. Onebreason for the néglect
may be that North American society_has underestimated tne ex-~ d',
tent of violence in”Sporté.l*Tradition has_shadedﬂour‘eyes from
acting against violent oehavior.' This may'be dpg'to the fact

: that v1olence in sport whether legal or illegal nas been
1nvested with an aura of legitlmacy, qualities of righteous— -
ness : goodness , o' "justifiabllity” have by coIlecnive
AJudgement been attributed to it and a system of'formal and

informal sanctions has enforced this judgement (Ball-Rokeach

. 1
0

1972), A common adage that has been quoted time and~time
again. is, "Whytchange the existing:structure, we 've had Lt~
around for some'twenty'years". " In some sporting’enVironments

‘.JVioient_behaVior'is toieratéd, approved, propggated,fand‘ '

15
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Violence and the expression of oyeft aggressiveness 1s a part
of the "very age and body of the time'. The indifference which

has made all this possible is itself a predisposing factor (Wer-'

L4

tham, 1969:1). Our cultural and psychologicél atmosphere is
charged with the\electricity of violence. Force and violence

‘are deeply embedded in our 'whole economic procesé, sports included.
- ’ o ‘ )
- Our society is constantly exposing the youth to overt forms of

~violent behavior throughrthe‘sports media, ~Children are influ-
. . S

enced greatly, by what they observe in the real world or through

the mass media (Bandura and Walters, 1963). A child is contin-
X ) : N e . )

ually taking the attitude and emulating the behavior of those

<5,

around him, particﬁlarly those who in some sense control him
and»onvwhom he depends, sﬁ?h as coaches, parents and sport

hgroqs'(Mead, 1934). L :;'“

N

- Man seeks drama and excitement; when he cannot achieve satis-.

factidh'bn a reasonably high 1eve1,'hé often creates for himself

3

o

the drama of violence (Fromm, 1974). Much of this creation is

in;Lhe_erm of violent-games and sports; It is éafe tb_aésumé .

Phét sports have become a v1ctim of culthf’; iolence (qutham;

. 1969);‘ Of.main:éOﬁ;ern here is Fﬁe ﬁature{éf.ohf sbciety éhﬁ

A _ ! - . . PR
its tendency fo-eﬁbracekviolenée>ip its'athlétes;. Spofts céﬁ_be‘T'
called a qum.8f3civ}lizeé ;iolenge~thétvpa&allels'the coﬁtfo¥led,.

'but.neyertﬁeles§~univeﬁséll§ generated, vioiepqg'of-reai lif§:  

’

{

/\



3

(Dunnjng,:l9;l). .Competition, conflict, and the outbreaks of
violence are common features of social‘life (gpnﬁing, 19}1).
‘The playing field'is no e#ceptibn. Fights amonglplayers and
riotous behavior on the part of sbectatofz,_particulerly fh
hockey, are almost everyday.occufrences. ‘ %

Sports have been proclaiﬁed as one of the most infiuen—'
jtial peace-ptoducing agencies of our-time; yet»confliet’and'
coetroversy are as much the norm as are peace and harmdnyi
(Dunning, 1971). Johh_Ferina, an outspoken critie-of violence
in sport, feels the  key toAunderstandiné violence in modetn day

spott'is to examine the reasons for the prevalence of violence

in’today's soclety.. When projecting\the_cultural indoctrina- -

tiOﬁ.ofvyioleﬁce into sports, Farina in his a;ticle "We're All
to Blame for Violence in” Sports" best sums Lt‘up by éteting:

Perhaps thé blood lust of the’spectator is a true
reflection of the values of society. Is the
exaggerated emotionalism of the spéctator a safety
value or a true representation of a socially
immature population struggling to achieve self-
realization in a technically sophisticated society
’(Farina 1969:120) .

Reuel Denney (1969); a sociologist*who specializes in the

study of sport,'notes:

A ..the sport public.often responds’ with an ugly
_eagerness to the promotion of sports sadism and .
- masochism. Perhaps it even brings to the sport

arena...a bruitishness that reminds us of lynch
‘law, Texan male compulsives, and child—hating

antivivisectiqnists. - (1969: 343).

When researching the literature it was interesting to note
vtﬂat:the'majofity of North American society feel. violence is:

e

17



)

an essentlal necessity. Martin Goldfarb .(1970), a Toronto-based
{ ‘ N ,
private consultant, recently published a report on the attitudes

of .Canadians towards violencel He founggtnat morelthan half tne
pooulation believe violence is inwsome way a baSio.need, that
violence is inevitable,QQOmetimee enen beneficialbin out society.
~ Th¢ "Average-individual viewslliie as a toogh "dog-eat-dog''.
St'?ggle, in which some violent behavior-is neoeSSery fotisuryi—
val. A sampling of Goldfarb's interviews'confirm this:

People need'violence, esoecially in‘1§70.,’“

Q/.

We are all animals and we also have some of the
basic instincts of violence. (Goldfarb, 1970:
-129). : .

In the report Goldfarb-included questions regarding the nee
'-of niolenee‘inreoorting~events. lt was'interesting:to‘note that
some forty'petcent of Canadians like‘to watcn fighting at hockey
gaves. lt seems that Nortn;Amerioans‘fearrand‘enjoy'theif.aggree_
Asion:at the same time, ano thus have.difficulty in oinning'down"
the inner meaninge’of external ViolenCel An:example of this-is,'
" the Canadien_attitude.towards»hockey,lit demonetretesla force-

-~ ful need‘to define,‘limit, and‘eonventionali;e-the symbolism of
violence in Sport;. C | |

Psychologist Martin Weiler views violence in spor%f in. an

unlque way, SLmllar to that of Eric Dunning, a. sport sociologist.

ks

‘Weider (1972) suggests that the. underlying objective of all con~ -

tact sports depends on a pecullar kind of balance between a high

control of the level of violence and aggressiveness, and the pre— AQ

.'servat1on of a sufficiently hlgh level of non-violent fighting

18



In accordance with the former, without‘violence the game would no
longer be acceptable to most players and.spéctators, and as'for
the latter,.over'violent.behavior would meet wide-spread disappro—
val amOng:players and public. It would-appear that the above
phenomenon regarding.balance of violence is being questioned as -

to its effects in today's society.

) : II. THEORIES OF AGGRESSION IN
' RELATION TO SPORT

B351c Types of Aggression

l ! ' :
Before reviewing the literature on aggression .and violence let

us first look at aggression itself Although aggression may come in’
manylforms there are basically‘two majot” types of aggression in human
beings The first type is comfonly known as reactive or goal aggres-
sion, which has as its’ purpose/(or~goa1) 1njury or harm to anpther

person with both perception og the Other person-as a'threat or .

noxious stimuli and the emotipn of anger being necessary concomi—

tants (Alderman, 1973 Layma', 1968) The second type is known as

‘instrumental aggression wher by the purpose 1is to achieve some goal

that being winning; The primary goal is not injury to the opposi-

- tion, but attainment of a rdward, although injury or harm may be a

, (Alderman 1973 Layman,

“by- product. For reactive a gression, the major reinforcer is the

. mental aggression, the” maJ r reinforcer is.an extrinsic reward

_instrumental aggression Layman, 1968) That is the-athlete ??i'

S19

-stimulus of the victim suf ering injury or being in pain for instru-."



attempts to defeat:his rival because of the satisfaction he will
experience from proving ‘his own competence, and because of the
praisevand approval he will receive, but he: is not really angry

at his opponent (bayman, 1968), In the.pursuit of Victory, in-
jurygoften occurs in sports competition“simply because of the
bodylcontact involved. However, many coaches are.now convincing'
.their players that phy51cally injuring or harming opposing players_
is sometimes the only way to win, therefore,’in this sense, in-

. strumental aggre551on in competitive sports is being replaced by V
reactive aggression The latter is also referred to as confor—

- mist aggression (McPherson, 1974,wA1derman, 1973 Smith 1972

-Fromm- 1974 Berkowitz, 1968) Conformist aggression (Fromm, 1974)’

comprises var10us acts of aggression that are performed not because.

the aggressor is drlven by the desire to injure but because he 1is
told to do so and considers it his duty to obey ' One might ask
-if an athlete does not have a drive for this type of aggression ‘
:why does’he perform'against his principles? The impulse not to
obey or:not to conform constitutes~for:many a real‘threat, (such ;
; :as being insulted ‘benched, or. cut from the team) against which
_they defend themselves by performing the required aggressiVe act,

_ A type of aggression which is' a basic quality required in"

,3ports and closely associated with instrumental aggression is-!i_

E self—assertive aggression. Successful performance, as: in winning,_:iv

v.\ .

X hE
is possible only when the athlete involved is self—assertive enough-

e

v<to puraue his aim with determination and without being deterred by hjf

-obstacles.(Fromm, 1974) In Fromm s explanation of self—assertive o

e
S .o < . . ’
. E .
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aggression one must "differentiatesbetween aggression with the aim

to iniury'or harm and self-assertive apgression that only facilitates

<

the pursuit of a goal."

_Aggression as Innate Behavior
' Among the early explanations of aggression was that by Freud

(1930) -who postulated that aggression'is innate to man. In the

’ last decade Freud s belief that’ aggression is innate was further

studled by Lorenz (1964), Ardrey (1961 1966), and Tiger (1969)
Ardrey and Lorenz argued that man is by instinct an aggressive
_creature, and'it is this innate propensity to violence that accounts
: for indiVidual and group aggression Ashlenyontague's reaction

f‘to this view is skeptical,rhe argues that both explanations suffer

\
~

fromithe same fatal defect hamely, extrapolation from-animal to

méhr He infers that there is no evidence to prove this alleged

phylogenetically adapted instinctive behavror is in any way relevant.f

ito ‘the motive—forces of human behavior (Montague, 1968 11)
Lorenz-pleads with some eloquence that ‘human's replace.com—iVi

:petition for living ‘space with competition.in sports. Lorenz feels :.

A_thatYSport aggressiveness can be in.certain instances“acquired or |

- L

'enhanced 1n controlled situations, but that there will always be ‘f”_f

-y
4

"the fighting instinct in man He Suggests that sports prEbably ‘i

,:_educates man to a conscious and responsible control of ‘his

‘fighting urge (Lorenz, 1966 2425 Lorenz feels that the causation
v‘rfor-fighting in;Sports is_due to . an internal urge to attack"

EEERTE N



Campbell (1971) supports Lorenz's hypothesis that "basically .

’ the opportunlty to. _indulge in fighting ACampbell feels that 'A_“gi

athletes have. an'instinctual urge to-attack and actually seeks = -

¢ -

'npt all athletes readily diSplay this urge but do in fact possess

it; Clarence Campbell president of the National Hockey League,'

feels that fighting‘is the,best ‘safety value" available in sports,

in hockey specifically.

_Abasically‘the-same thesis:

“All the works dealing with-the-inhateness'hypothesis.follow

+

..man's aggressive behavior as manifested in war,
cnime, personal quarrels, competition, and all kinds
of destructive and sadistic behavior is to ‘be 'a .
phylogenetically programmed innate instinct which
seeks .for discharge and waits for the occasion to’
‘be expressed (Montague, 1968 13)

Aggression as. a Reaction to Frustration

' When. viewing the research regarding both the innate—instinct— _

ual theory and the social learning theory, one might ask "is.

~N

there any linkage between the two basic theories of aggression7

N

ylﬂIf there is a 1inkage it would most likely come from the frustra—

-._tion—aggression hypothesis. In 1939 a group of Yale psychologists,

.,

rDollard D00b Miller Mowrer, and Sears advanced a two-part

f”frustration-aggression hypothesis

g'sive behavior always presupPOSes the existence of frustration and

‘the exlstence of frustration always leads to some form of aggres—;fug;”

= Ve . . - - ol " o=

N
o

the occurrence of aggres— K

'3,fsion" (Clark 1964) ' The frdstration-aggression hypothesis and BT
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its criticisms have been reviewed extensively by Sargent (1948),
Funkenstein (L&Q?), Stacy and Demartino. (1958), Berkowitz (1958",
'1962), McNeil. (1959), Buss (1961), Yates (1962), and Alderman
(1973)
Alderman supports Sargent s (1948) earlier thesis
that ' S \’ ' | L 7 .'.- y
, ..ffustration arouses a ''pronounced emotional reac-
tion" - that emotion is the core of reaction to -
" frustration. The emotion aroused may be broad and
* diffused (generalized anger or fear) of specific
- (hostility, shame, jealousy, etc.) and .depends
_upon how the individual interprets the whole pre-
cipitating situation (Alderman, 1973 35)
-Alderman_(l973)_feels that_ﬂmost‘aggression in sports re- .
sults from‘frustration”. aHefSuggestsfthat‘"this frustration gsﬂ
the result‘of various motives”beiné thwarted»or*blocked'" In
his discussion of these various motives involved he states
Those motives predominant in sport which usually
"generate -aggression when thwarted revolve around
. achievement, dominance power, recognition and
' _.prestige, and. excellence. .For. example, if .a
- boy places ‘high incentive- value on one or-a
,'combination of these’ motive—incentive systems, ,
' and he is blocked from-attaining or’ satisfying
~“them, then he becomes frustrated,...which
. often results .in aggression toward the frus—
}trating agent (Alderman, 1973: 35)
It would appear from the 1iterature on. the frustration— ,‘l_d-.
‘ }.hypothesis that this theory does not alone account for aggres—'
"',1Tssion and that it must be explained 1n conjunction with the social
nlearning theory,_rather than the instinctual theory The frus-_ :’;.'
’{-”trat10n~aggressi0n hypothesis did serve as a stimulus for further
'g;studies of aggression and as a result, modifications of previous _A.Q' L :

St
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theories were presented. Nowadays most psychologists have taken
the point of view that aggressive behavior in human beings is
Alearned behavior acquired by means of conditioning (Bandura and

Walters, 1963; Hicks, 1965; McPherson, 1974 and Johnson,‘l972)

_Aggression and Violence as Learned or Acquired Behavior

: During the period when the traditional innate/instinctual o
theories were being studied, researchers were taking an. alternate
_approach to aggression that beinguaggression is acquired or 1earned
) Psychologists, Bandura and Walters (1963), Davis (1949),.Sears, |
» Maccoby .and Lev1n (1957), Bandura and ‘Ross (1961) Hicks (1965), =
.‘Rokeach (1969), Meyer (1972), and Johnson (1972) have in some
respects encompassed a social learning ‘theory of‘aggression There-f
vare many facets to this theory, but all are convergent with the B
'premise that aggression and violence are learned through socializa—-
htion processes,and cultUral indoctrination which our society dictates

, The literature on socialization and social learning behavior
b‘seems to indicate that a child becomes socialized into sport in
'-=much the same manner that one becomes socialized into any mode of

1

behavior (Orlick 1972) Identification and imitation are the - \{ '

[
-two 1ndirect means . by which the young ‘are. socialized in society ‘

'and in the Sport milieu (McNeil 1969) A child's actions,

Y o

:h attitudes and skills are’ all reinforced by significant others and

' ;gmodels to which he is expOSed (Bandura and Walters, l963)

ﬂ'sports, both the social behavior and the mechanical performance

' of skills associated with the game are learned by imitating role

; o TR

ihfe_models who appear ‘to possess the desired skills.u The most influ— li
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ential and most.frequently imitated models‘are those who are
highlywsuCcessful (i.e., professional_superstars), those who are
: _highly visible (i.e.,'thOSe who'are‘on'television);.and those
who appear to be in prestigious positions‘in the sport culture
(Bandura and Ross, 1961; thherson, 1974).

‘In soc101ogical terms, -the protessional model‘in sports‘
serves as a reference group ‘in thefsocialization'of aggression
o and:violence_(Kemper, 1969)al.Reference”groups_are_divided-into:

two basic types;~first‘the normative group;'whfﬁ - is thoughtiof

f as a. distributor, or potential distribution ofjapproval or dis-.
approval for various behaviors by the group (JackSOn 1966) |
The normative group through approval or disapproval sets up norms
: and.values. It may be that the professional style of play con--
dones and encourages violence,<thus giving its approval for such
‘actions.‘ This approval is accepted by the players as normative
_ behavior The second type of reference group is the role model.
- 'The role models are usually professional heroes whom the actor identi—~
. fies with in sports When young players‘see that professionals are
successful and become rewarded for their violent behavior,.then o
fthey too may likely resort to this type of behavior (Bandura and
Walters 1963) Surprisingly enough Bandura and his associates
dfound that imitation will occur even when the young child dislikes »-h
:lthe model?s attributes, providing the latter is highly successful }72; i:r
nvpin obtaining social or material rewards for their behavior.; It )
d.ulis not necessary that the model be rewarded in the observer 8 lfll

. zpresence (Bandura, 1969)
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When role models serve as normative reference,groups, their
influence may be'especially powerful (Kemper 1969). | Young ’
athletes who tend to select from the array of models available
to them "favorite players' who. are violent may themselvesvbe
inclined to adopt the samefstyle of play 'lhere is certainly no
shortege of v1olent models in sports, and these violent pro-
feSSional models are extremely prestigeful and highly rewarded
M.D. smith, 1972). . 13

In related studies'by Bandura‘and,walters (1963) it showed ‘

?that'players‘who‘get‘approval for_Violence arenattracted;to .
thosevwho~model violence. They make a strong case'for-the ne—.
farious effects that the harmful behavigrs of the model have. upon‘
the observing child | On telev131on young.children may be exposed

to violence in sports several times a week The alarming fact

surrounding this is that children were found to invent new forms
. B f _), | .

1

| of aggre551on after observing adult aggression on film. (Bandura’;l
’4and Walters, 1963) Some of this new. formed aggression.was | |
.carried.0ver to-game situations. , Although observing films and '
.:Ttelev1sion have‘a greatlinfluence in the modelling process of".
”2youngsters,-they are not solely re3ponsib1e for them becoming{h
~overly aggressive Parents and peers also serve as’ reference‘7
_grou s which give approval for violent behavior ‘Bandura and;
1h Walters (1963) found that parental approval or disapproval of'
':v1olence influenced a player s behavior in the sporting context

.,Data is beginning to support this position For example hockey i \j>f
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players perceive their parents as somewhat appreving of certain
violent acts in hockey tM.D. Smith, 1972). With respect to peers,
peerlresponses tofaggressive and violent acts havela strong in-
fluence_in shaping subsequent aggression. Indeed, peers tend to
give prestiée to players on the'basis of the aggressive actsA-
(Bandura and Waltéers, 1963).

r'-It would appear that Bandura and Walters'(l963)_socialilearning
‘theory of aggreégioﬁ‘is useful in e;plaining, atvleast partially,
violence'in cport. This is especially so in light of the evidence that
imltation of an aggressive prototype 1s enhanced in environments'

where such models abound (Bandura and’ Walters, 1963; M.p. Smith 1972)

Smith clearly sunmarizes this approach by stating

\.
‘ ,'Although not yet well-grounded empifically, theory ,
I ~.and data at both the psychological and’ sociological -

levels suggest that much of the violence in sport

is the product of 30cialization Owing to apparent

widespread approval of violerice ‘in sport, together.
saauith the prevalence of violent ‘models, violent
pchniques and attitudes may be. socially acquired
fnith 1972 8) .

. AGGRESSION AND VIOLENCE; IN.RELATION TO HOCKEY .

.ftively few research studies have been conducted which

‘Bb‘

ivaggressive behavior and violence in the hockey subculture

*le . direct empirical attention to the professional structure. e

. Although 1t is hard to make comparisons between amateur and pro—‘pn'

A

~

“'fessional subcultures,_there are similarities which become rele— .

:vant to the study, and will be discussed in this section Theyyﬂ. : /uls"
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are the socialization processes in minor hockey, the win-at-all
costs syndrome, assaultive behaviors in hockey, legitimation of
.yiolence\in hockey, profiteering in hockey,by violence,iand

government involvement into hockey violence.

©

Sociallzation Processes in Hockey\(ﬂinor Hockey Specifically)

There {s very little research evidence to explaln how a boy

becomes socialized into the role of a hockey player \Early ln

life, perhaps as early as fiye years gf age, many Canadian and
some American boys find themselves”in a value climate which
cons1ders hockey to be an 1mportant aspect of life (McPherson,

1974) ., McPherson in his study of the "Social Milieu of Minor
iHockey in Canada'" states:

Interest in hockey is aroused early, usually'byia
father or older brother. This interest is subse-
quently reinforced' by the peer groups ( who have
been similarly inltiated within their families)-

"~ and .by the mass, ‘media so that by four to six years
of age boys are skating and by seven or eight years
they are involved in an -organized hockey programme.
Throughout - this period they receive encouragement
and approval-to.play the game from significant

- others such as parents, siblings,. peers, coaches,
‘relatives and neighbours, At the same time they
begin to internalize or learn the behavior that 1is

' expected of them ‘as hockey players (McPherson, 1974
11). :

M D. Smith (1971 1972 1972a; 1972b 1974) Vaz (1972 1974), '
:MCPherSOﬂ (1974) Botterill (1972) McMurtry (1974), and Faulkner ';l'gﬁ’j“
'A(1973 1974) have all characterized hockey as an occupational . B
subculture,in,which exists a cluster of norms and supporting |
:“fvalues turning ‘on a theme of violence in minor hockey | All support S

i
}

the hypotheSiS'that,overt‘aggressiveness and outward:displastof_

CJ



'socialization process in which*minor hockey players "receive -

ever 1ncreasing 1n3unctions to acquire a repertoire f assaultive

violent behavior are becoming‘far too frequent and inténse, and are
becoming a trend detrimental -to hockey, especially‘at the minor

level. They feel that a significant influence on violence in hockey

has come from what is lrappening at the pre—professional and pro-

fessional- levels.

It is not surprisipg that virtually every boy
playing hpckey is profoundly influenced by the
examples portrayed in the professional ranks.
It is a natural phenomenon for any person to.

look up to what he has been told are the best, .
and to attempt to emulate them (McMurtry, 1974:
17). ’

Ea

Mcﬁﬁerson (1974) feels thatlthe infotmal process of soclaliza-

tion of players is one of the basicwreasons_why,hockey; especiall§

L

at the minor (amatéhr)'level,ahas’beCOme-a problem{ In summation,

' of the problem McPherson states: ‘ o .

“Unfortunately there are no well- defined norms for
many -social roles found within the structure of
minor hockey As a result,. roles are played in
many ways and-violent devian® behavior often
results because 9f. this inabildy to decide what
1s the appropriate o?\lnappropriate behavior’
to be exhibited at a give \Q\\nt in time (Mc-
Pherson 1974 12). \\\\

Studles such as those conducted by M.D. Snith\(l97l 1974) ‘and

T~
Vaz (1972, 1974) have shbwn, in a_sociological perspecttvei\the_

skills as tools of the trade" (M.D." Smith, 1974) !ﬁnz' (1972 1974)

“study of minor hockey in a Canadian c1ty is illustrative '

'.

- Here, boys enter the game at age ‘seven and begin

‘a training at the end of ‘which’ (around age seven-
teen) those who have remaiped in -the system emerge
as...a tough fighting~gpit prepared for violence L

7 © .
Pl . . >

- e .. -



- NHL heroes (Johnson, 1970). :

@ .
o

whose primary objective is to win hockey games
(Vaz, 1972:2).

Fighting and other-forms of physigal‘coercion are discouraged
among younger boys, but at twelve to. fourteen years'offage the

criteria for player evaluation begins to change. In a study of

[ 4
the soc1alization process in minor hockey (1974) found that:

At the Midget_level teaching concentrates on the
technical aspects of "playing the man" and the
subtle,methods of hitting" the opposing player
and '"takirg him out" .- It is perhaps no exagger-
ation to say: that the implicit objéctive is to’
put the opposing star player out of action with-
out doing him serious injury: Illegal tactics
and "tricks" of the-game are both encouraged and
taught; rough play and physically aggressive
performance are strongly-encouraged, and some-
times players are taught tHE:, techniques of
fightihg. Minimal consideration is given to
the form l normative rules of the game, and
the conception of sportsmanship and - fair play
are forgotten. Evaluation of individual per-
formances (whether deviant or not) is according
" to their contribution to the ultimate success
of the team (Vaz, '

" The reason for this socia zation process at the minor 1evel

as described above would appear,
vation, that these skills and attitu s.are those desired by the

profe831onal teams, ‘ thus prov1ding the 1

Y
o

tionale for the ‘use of

5 /

these skills ete. It seeris tha//the minor "ckey structure .

1 N
models 1tself after. the professional structure
by the comment of one observer of" hockey iq Canada‘ "To watch a

hockey game among the youngsters...is to witness a ma>Vel of

miniaturization, for these boys are. tiny facsimilies of their '

30

. ' s . L
rom research and personal-obser—

This €§ evidenced'
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As noted earlier, much of the soc1alization of youngsters is due

~to the influence of '51gn1f1cant others who are found within the

specific settings (Bandura and Walters, 19635 McPherson, 1974).
In a report géf gbe_Hockey Technical AdVisory Committee of the
.6anadian.Amateur Hockey.Association, McPherson (1974) was very
critical of the parents, coaches and minor hockey league adminis-
trators_forAenoouraging‘violence. In the révieW‘McPherson
inplies that it‘is the»responsibility'of the parents,.coaches,
etc. to instil~respect, and to provide a proCess by which
children are“socialiaed'in a_proper, acceptable‘mannér. The
‘neglect'of parents; coaches‘and minor hockey execntives to.
provide this process has resulted in the problems minor-
hockey isifacing today. The major}assunption of his report is
that minor hockey-haS'attained'the'statds of a social problen in
.Canada (McPherson, 1974) .

In one: Qf the few studies of professional hockey players
Faulkner (1971, 1973) ’graphically depicts the fully sdcialized
v

" end- product of the current system" in which the. players have :

vie

. & . B
. become socialized, I& mlght be well to note Faulkner ] findingsl

'since they have 1mp11cations and an indirect affeqt on the sociali—

zatlon'of minor h0ckey .'4' o _'/ c ;_:.'>ﬁ B "‘

F1rst, players are obliged to "show themselves
to-lay claim to ‘being treated as a.certain kind

“of person. While not, the only way.of establishing*' . Ay".

a positive identity, flghting ‘ability and tough— S
‘ness are one important means. of doing so, on which-
impresses coaches and. management as ‘well as-other
players, Such attributes, too, are useful in -

T warding off prospective punishment and’ retribu-
“tion. Second violence is used ‘to test the

A



"character' of opponents; hopefully, to intimidate
and to erode confidence. A "tecelved negative
{dentity" implies that one is easily Intimidated.
A torollary is that players must never back down
before others; it is -acceptable to lose a fight
but net to turn away from one. Third, players
must always back up colleagues who have been set
upon; they not only see themselves as obligated
to protect one another, but they assess how
quickly and skillfully this is done. (Faulkner,
1973:3). e

Victogy at any-Cost Syndrome

Victory has and 11kely always will be the desired end when
individuals or teams compete agalnst one enother. There is
'nothing more enjoyable than to observelathleteslafter winning
a hockey game, or in fact any type of geme.» Itvhas-beéome evident

that due to increasing amounts of violence displayed in hockey,

<

:much.of the "sweetness" of victory is lost (McMurtry, 1974)
McMurtry (1974) in his report on v1olence in minor hockey suggests

When coaches ‘and parents hysterlcally ‘demand victory
at any price they seldom realize just, how great the
cost -1s...winning teams leave' the arena with players.

. suffering acute injuries or a feeling of bitterness

. toward opponents as a result of brawls and violent
behavior (McMurtry, 1974 27) I .

-

The v1ctory—at;any COst,orlentation to competitve spbrts”:
appears .to be the maJor cause for undesirable environments and

bbehavior in minor hockey (Botterill 1972) Botterill in

11111

£ _\‘ .

been too much emphasis put on w1nning, victory at all costs

~;The most reallstic method of playing sports is to have a balance ‘.”"

Co-

5



I &
of aggressiveness gnd skill played vithinithe confines of the

rules. .Botterillfhelieves that winningihasfbecome S0 inportant

: that rules are nod being hroken and the once balanCed attack

has become'aggreséivejoriented."Youngsters.are-now being lead

.to believe.that intimidation,-retaliation, and overt assanltive

‘behavior. are approved methods to ensure victory. - THere has“

.béen so much émhhasis put’on winning that the threat of losing"
| o

has caused youngsters to’ w1thdraw (Orlick 1972)
Botter111<(l972) McPherson (1974), M, D Smith (1972) ‘and Mc—
Murtry (1974) all agree that coaches and parents emphasize the
y . .

1mportance oﬂ winning and.the use of aggression to enhance it.

The coaches re 1mp051ng unrealistlc and unreasonable expectations

33

on young pldyers McPherson (1974 6-8) gives some examples of ‘.“.

/
“ how coaches and parents have influenced the child s behavior

Prior to the game one coach was delivering a pre-'
géme pep talk to the players. '"You've got to kill
those sons- of—bitches " You've got to stick it to’
thém. éarly and let them know who is boss. Now get
out there and lay on ‘the lumber." The players who
~ the coach was directing this ‘advice to’ were. bantams, ,
hfourteen ‘and fifteen years old '

u‘iThe classic was the father roaring at his’ boy to
"kill the little s.o.b. , son.. Rap your. stick. around
his God damn -skull.". The boy was’ ten. . S

. Typical 1s the response of parents actions attend— _“
.- ing minor’ hockey league .games and/or practices A
' booming voice from across the rink shouting, “Skate,.
Kenny, Skate. This is no picnic " Skate, -Dig in,‘.
kid "' Another parent shouts to his" son,-"keep ‘
Your head up! -Keep the pitck way out front, don' t
lose it in. your feet, skate, kid, skate! ‘At the
'Yend of the practice. Kenny s father encourages his
- tired son to do some wind’ sprints, and "don't _
~coast : After ‘the son emerges from the dressing o

/
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room, Nad is waiting. "You did fine, son. Only you
have to push yourself. You can't WIN anything by
golng at half speed. We have to condition ourselves
to win." Kenny was eleven years old

.McMurtry (1974) Botterill (1972) and Leah (1964) suggests o

that coaches and parents have’ taken the fun out of hockey by

-

imposing undue preSsure on the child. McMurtry comments to the

ef fect: L
' . I S

Children do not instinctively believe that winning
is evexything in sport. 1f one has any reason to

“doubt the truth of that statement you need.only
‘recall your own experiences of shinny as a boy.
Games lasted for hours. There were endless permu-
tations and combinations of_sides No one kept -
score, and you could not wait for tomorrow to get
back into the. game. .You measured yourself, by:
yourself, taking -pride in. any new move learned or
developed. The same holds: true today if you watch
a road hockey game (McMurtry, 1974 27)

Y

The overridlng value of winning in hockey has not eluded the

rofessional 1evel (M D. Smith 1973) Smith (1973) Vaz (1973)

and Faulkner (1972 1973) have shown that physical cbercion en—j

} N

rhances the chances of victory and At is not Surprising that f

»coerciOn is highly regarded. They, along with other psycholo— .

gists - and soc1ologists have noted that the winner is;pre—.f'

b, eminent among North American sport heroes, and because he is

34

'by definition the good guy ; "the winner is given a mandate il'ff

.;to use unscrupulous means -violence if necessary—’to achieVe -

Af‘his ends (Klapp, 1972) v.fi.f

v'"

Although research is limited with regard to professional

.'attitudes toward the value of winning, literature suggests that

‘.gthe reward or: pay off” for Winning far exceeds any other in—"lﬁ
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!
centive or motive for participation‘ 9uccess at the profe831onal
level of hockey‘is measured by the teams' '"win-loss" statiStics
(Faulkner 1973 Blity; 1973) In profes31onal hockey the fin— f
anc1al reward for winning, and consequently making the‘"play—
ofTs" imposes.added pressure on players.to attain victory, even
J'h_lf it méans resorting to violent behavior (M D Smith 1974; Albinson,"
1973, 1974) Often this reward system detracts from the original
.goals and purposes of the game ‘and . illegal tactics become the
domlnating force to enhance v1ctory (McPherson 1974) Profes—
K sional hockey is ends- oriented rather than means oriented
(Alblnson 1973 Blity, 1973) That is the‘end (i €, winning,
>SUCCESS their ‘own prestige) becomes more important than the‘ii
. means (i.e. what happens during the game,_how it is played, etc )
.Alblnson (1973 1974) says that the pressure put upon players
iby this ends oriented structure leads to violence.- Winning

*becomes the ultimate goal and how it is accomplished becomes

fsomewhat irrelevant.

fAssaultive Behavior in Hockey

Assault in sports is taken for granted as part of the game

e In the institutlonalization of the game, "A way of doing....--1

_has become “; the way of doing" (Ingham and Loy, 1973) Fight—‘~ {"f

'ling, intent to injure, and various other asaaultive behaviors have '”irviﬁ :

=fbecome a part of hockey as much as stickhandling, shooting and
'hpassing. Paul Hoch (1972), refers to hockey as a "gladiatorial

R game." Hoch feels that fighting has become“an integral part of :

SN

’ ,\5\':'
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of‘hockey; These sentiments are also echoed by Clarence Campbell
preSident of the National Hockey League ‘who says:

Fighting is. not undesirable because its' the best

safety valve I know of in hockey .International

hockey has the "throw out rule" ‘for fighting

and it produces a more v1olent game. In the.

Russia-Team Canada series (1972), I saw some of .

the ‘most disgusting incidents - kicking and the, -~

use of sticks. . I'd far sooner have the "ratta~ - = . =

tat-tat'of- fistlcuffs than- to see people kicked‘ e
- (Toronto Star, June’ 4 1974) S S ‘ '

/

When dlscussing the various assaultive behaviors/in/ﬁockey,
/ .

Campbell (1974) ranked fighting fourth or fifth on the list of .

'violent OCCurrences where the number one concern is the risk of

1nJury, Stlck—sw1nging, spearing and butt—ending ranked above

'.fighting .Ed Chynoweth (1974), president of the Western Canada 4 »’A l"

e

Hockey League felt that fighting in hockey was . not ‘a major con~i

cern, when discussing v1olence in hockey Where the problem lies

'd__in hockey "is the violent acts which involve the stick " He .

.ifeels that the most feared and Serious acts of violence is in-~»?lf‘;dd

.1{<Jury as a result of ”stick*work” (Chynoweth 1974) BOth Campbell
‘:Lhigand Chynoweth feel that Tfisticuffs” inhibit more serious offences."
higThat is, if fighting is taken out of hockey,.other more serious'” i
”forms, such as spearing etc ,.will become dominate, as the case

7'_';lwith International Hockey'in Europe

Research regarding fighting indicates that it has become f}ﬂﬁgll;u"

L“ifcraditional and the people who control and enforce the structure
y}gof the game are Somewhat skeptical ab0ut changes (McMurtry, 1974 C
"':'Campbell 1974) The majOr concern associated with fighting comes '=‘

'3from the minor hockey leagues.t Minor hockey 1eague officials and

T



- it would appear there is considerable ambivalence as to . its

g gvarious forms, and the degree and level of fighting in reference"'
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executives'feel that’fighting is not healthy and should'be abol-

~1shed (Nadln, 1974), They all seem to believe that fighting leads -

to'"brawling and '%rawling" leads to injury and is detrimental to

the game at. this level Nadin argues that fighting should not
| S

be part of the‘game; hk went on to say that:

- The removal of fighting would. in no way detract =
. from the skill, excitement, speed and. competitive
~nature of the game. ..Removal of fighting does not
lead to numerous. other "infractions as an emotional
outlet...The misconception that removal of fighting
‘results in.an increase. in other infractions such as
high sticking, spearing, slashing and hooking is-
-completely groundless. - Players learn to restrain
and control themselves. By allowing fighting," dh"'
“the other ‘hand, ‘you do not train-an individual t8'
restrain or control himself; ‘and as a result
numerous ‘other infractions occur (Nadin 1974 22)

After reviewing~tbe available research on fighting in hockey

-

functional role in the game At one end of the scale people are ‘ﬁ~ft~:-"

'defending it 8 role and refer to fighting as a safety valve
1»;*which is required, and at the other end of the scale people are f;ﬁ“
'sayihg it is detrimental to. the game and fighting becomes an
) Tf;f approach to the game whereby a desirable end victory can be
S achleved by illegal and Violent means.‘ No doubt much of the
?problem stems from a. lack'of well—defined norms concerning assaultgigigf"
:feand particularly fighting Encompassing fighting into one 's defin—fﬂéi’;ffhf?»f
”'ffition of violence must be explained in detail From the literature"”.

' -ffon this matter it would de safe ‘to assume that fighting may take pn

kN R



» fj‘coaches, management and the public is the number o f

;ﬁ;penalties a player has indicates his aggressiveness.#u

to violenbe reduires further study, The consensus among the
. authorities of both levels of hockey, that being amateur and

F profess1onal (1ncluding pre—professionals—junior hockey) is

What is g00d for the amateurs is not necessarily good for pro—
'ufeSSionals, and conversely what . is good for the professionals

is not necessarily.good,for the'amateurs.

Legitimation of Violence In Hockey

In our society there appears to be a strong though mute ten~

dency among us to accept violence in hockey as legitimate (M D

38.

"”;Smith 1971) There is a strange ipterplay between legality and - .

: 1llegality of rules ' Research by M. D Smith (1972) suggests:

‘They often have little .to do withnthe legitimacy
: ~ , -Status of an act. of v1olence or overt aggressive—.(.
©-o ... ness, For example, widely-held ihformal norms
.. < about how performers should - behave ‘appear. to-
/ " buttress many actions which violate official
v rrules: Although formal negative ganctions’ in’
~ ‘the form of penalties are - handed out, .such .. -
\fsanctions, if widely’ approved are in balance .
‘rewarded not punished A great deal, of ‘the
o officially prescribed ‘violence in the~Nationa1
}gHockey League is in fact,. normal behavior (M D
Smith 1972 2) S SR R

t”f‘Murtry, 1974 McPherson, 1974) that penalties in hockey are ’Afffb

"f,goften encouraged rather than frowned upon.. When the year-end

fstatistics are released one of the main concerns with players,"

o -;-y It is a broad consensus (M D Smith 1972 Vaz, 1973 Mc—u' C

e .

__penalties each player receives Many feel that the number of

a0

oA

"1nutes iﬂ

'f,i{general manager suggests that "a - home team playing aggressive, f;f773'

Fran
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"pleasing_hockey hasvto_pick‘up-at least fiye penalties" (Toronto
Star,”November‘ZI, 1972);‘ ln’fact; players'have.actually.been
offered bonus money for'taking good penalties (Edmonton Journal;

) October 31, 1974) ' Hockey players learn early what are the 'goodf
- and "bad" penalties, the former are encouraged the latter de—.;"

., plored (Vaz, 1972). | o . | |

o M}D; Smith (lQlZ)? in his study of‘assaultive behayiors of high -
school hockey7p1ayers; found“that‘much of'the legal and.illegal Violence
in hockey is in'no way aberrant rather it is socially acquired
dhndrmative-behavior.' Smith feels that from the research journa—‘

. . N e

1ism,  and everyday observatlon,,there exists_in hockey a value;
climate:Which fosters.the legitimation ofllegal and‘illegali'. '
.violence" (M D. Smith 1972) An‘intereSting obserVation'from_the
:literature on violence in. hockey.ls that in North America,.
players and supporters of hockey form a. subculture sharing values

v,_supportive of violen“, while those more remote from the sport

tend to question such conduct ' ,” - S ﬁ.; SRR T

»k»bProflting by Violence in Hockey }__*y} i :.ifff‘ th' 'f;‘ e

Much of the new found v1olent behavior which has emerged in

' Vypre—professidnal and professional hockey has been a result of one g

'-__method used to sell the game - bring out the crowds (C Campbell

21974) In recent years where expansion has increased major league}’n
h:}hockey considerably, there has been a deliberate attempt to sell

fﬁfnhockey to a wide audience in the United States who understand a

4,hockey brawl far more easily than the intricacies and finesse 1l:?:”;g§$i;d'f<
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of the game (Kidd 1972) This'phenOmenon is partly due to ex-
, pansion of the’ National Hockey League and the newly—fouqded

'AWorld Hockey Assoc1ation of the thirty two league franchises,

twenty—four are American~owned_and operated. It is a possibil-

ity that'hockey has been structured which caters to the American

public}i Weiler (1973).notes that violent behavior appeal_to v
" Americans, and hockey is a viable substitute for the quick-
tempered aggressiOn the average citizen is unable to vent on -a

'frowning society Weiler comments‘

’tBeing in the hockey arena puts us back in the Coliseum
cheering the Christiadﬁ and the lions...Real acts '
of violence in the United States usually occur when
the violator explodes inte fury.  Hockey is. a slick: -
substitute for a desire to commit mayhem. A’player
smashes &n opponent, and fans stand and cheer such a
-blatant act,” It is an isolated act of fury. that - . !
'Mis not camou@daged by a maze of continual battering. PO
It is pure personal aggression again n irritating
. foe, and a good tensionerelease mech:f;Zm for'Ameri— ;
. #&cans who, live in a society in which the daggers of -
" ..wviolence are flung swiftly, and mostly without blue—
print (Weiler, 1973: 16) :

Weiler (1973) suggests that stick—swinging and fighting spice'-l
' the game of hockey If Weiler is right and Americans do like =
| :brutality,' then it may be that professional hockey does provide‘p .

~legitimate opportunities to at least observe it. f The majority of;h

'”-,governors and directqrs of professional hockey are American businesse-‘~"'

. men.. Consciously, or otherwise, they may cater to a national appe— o jdafl_'ﬁ

.

‘Aitite for violence With the salaries paid players today, owners; f:'

'ﬁcmust fill the aq’ﬁas to make a. profit In a recent investi— '

';Jfgation the president of the National Hockey League congeded
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that selling tickets was the main purpOSe of the league. He

emphatically stated\ , - ' )

”ithe business of conducting the.sport in a
that will induce or be conducive to the
iof it at the box office...Show business,

. the entertainment business and- that

F be ignored. We must put on a spectacle.
il attract people (C. Campbell, 1974‘6365ﬂ;

5 L
;nd managers of the two major 1eagues feel that they

rve bloodshed ‘to fill the arenas" (Mehlembacher, 1974).
"er refereedwin the major leagues_tor five years and
"that is ail they were interested in" (Mehlembacker,.

*f Hugh MacLennan (1965), analyzed the situation as:

'rude violence has ‘been" deliberateiy encouraged

WPy some owners who think it pays off at-the box
office, and by.coaches and’ managers whose teams

' are so: crude. they ‘know. they could- not hope to - =

’ fwithout it. Inevitably .this has placed real "

key skill at’a disadvantage, and it has cleated;

frated and ‘disgusted those who again: and again
MBecn a.first-class team disintegrated by

'ey tactics (MacLennan, 1965 18) .

. BrianiConacher in the book Hockey in Canada. The Way It L

Is (1971), writes

E J_bThe growing incidence of brawling in the game, _
I believe, is not "unconnected with the "image ’
- 'of the game that now is being presented t0"_

" ‘the violence-oriented Americanhockey fan. - The
- large numbers of people ‘that are: being expoSed
‘to. the game. now. are often not aware of the skills °
~and’finesse: that ‘gives the’ game: its real appeal

~ But brawling is something they do ‘understand,

-..so far as the game s, ‘television acceptance, and

f"crowd,appeal is concerned; it probably doesn't

o i s hurt to have a few: -good. brawls If there is a -
S* . little blood ‘so much the better for: the: people

?.

- with color T. V. sets (Conacher, 1971 114) L

Y ‘A.'—-



Surprisingly enough, some active players feel that most
9advertis1ng and selling of the game 1is.over emphasizing the
fighting and brawling at the expense of educating the crowds

about the skill and finesse. . They feel owners, management,

televis@@n‘and the introduction-of'hockey to the American

public hasifostered this new approach to the game (McMurtry,
N b o _
1974:18). ‘ .

Bruce Kidd, recent critic of the hockey structure as it -
) ’ 3 ,." ' *
1s, refers -to the Americanization of hockey:
Hockey is a sector of the éntertainment industry -
and each professional team is essentially a branch
-of the same corporation The success of each
'team is not measured in the league standings but
in its profit and loss column, although the two

are inter- connected (Kidd 1969:6) .
Kldd has expressed what he feels can happen to sports

when profitability is the maJor aim
CIf sport is organized on”the basis of. economics then
the values of" sports'go out -the window. As a result
‘of this situation, sport. 1s’ promoted as organized
violence and not'as culture or ‘an. esthetically,
. physical-pleasing pursuit, Major League hockey
. . -1s a multinational .entertainment, business which .
I ' promotes organized violence and- thrives on an ‘
' --,anti social value system of" authoritarianism o
elitism, and’ mayhem (Kidd 19723)\ ' =

(4

Professional hockey has establish%d ‘a monopoly which revolves :~

/-—w

7‘faround profitability and ‘as such has gained controls over re—-:% B

.9

[sources, product and markets (Botterill 1972) nThis mono— .;;1-»

' poly also includes an exceedingly large portion of amateur hockey,x o

\ N

iwith particular interest directed at the junior age level (pre~.7. me

."fprofessional) For many yeaﬁ@ this has been the prime "breeding

42



grounds" for talented sixteen to twenty year olds. For this

reason alone Junior hockey strives to. emulate ‘the professionals

s a
‘1 =2

in all respects, including the .actions of owners and managers.

Althpngh the success of jumior hockey is not whollyxdependent on

N . i - Lo
‘ . N . .o~

large attendance, the owners continue to use professional-
N N ) N . ’/'/ - . -
structured methods, as previously,deserlbed, in selling the
) o ,/// o ' '
game, - R : 7
The violent behamior‘that transpires in_junior hockey in

[

all of Canada has been described as, appalling (McMurtry;
i974a).: Verification of this, McMurtry claims; is as close o

as the:nearest newspapers, "One rarely is ableito pick np a

’

local newspaper w1thout reading about the flghts or brawls

N

that took. place last-night at the Junior A game (McMurtry, 19743)
Very llttle is done to stOp thlS because the owners and managers

ﬁeel it helps}draw the'crowd —‘sellsgtickets. ‘One junior hockey'
. : . C (/. s -

official"apparently has:become disgrunted with the violent be-’f
havior and remarked:

1 oncé‘enjdyedﬁgoing'to junior hockey games but: i

now I quit going, "In the past couple of years ‘

the games have turned into brawls and ipdividual

jousting matches., I can watch -that sori of stuff’ ,

at ‘home on ‘the’ telev1sion. The ‘amount of ~good, f' T PP
skillful, and enjoyable hockey is lost in the - = e
mayhem of fered today.. When it changes 1! 11
,start going again.;-”““ T

i 9.

' In regard “to. the above statement hockey tould possibly

‘4i‘ suffi:d:he same fate as did lacrosse. It is no seqret that the

' great game of lacrosse almost died in Canada largely b use the':h;;

<\,

'violence 1n the game got out of hand and eventually people fﬁf‘pf"ﬂr

- just stOpped going to. the games (Canacher 1970)

.
~ .
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Gpvernment Involvement in Hockey Violence
F ‘

The review of Federal .and Provincial studies and reports
prepared by various commissions have tediously studied the

.°structure of hockey and -‘the problems associated with it in

detail ‘The majority of these studies have dealt with the*

A 4 o P .
amateunr Hockey structure and have neglected to inVestigatEf

vthe‘professional structure. The gbvernment,'and right11<so;
‘appears to be.chiefly concerned‘with.the youth ofiour.society,‘
the area.where there is maximum participation} Why focusi | |
,our-attentioh on a level of thelsport wvhich only acc0unts for

1% of the boys starting out in organized hockey? .The governe_

ment has tacitlyvadmitted that there is a prob _?ﬁ in_hockey\if

only by the‘upsurge of related research in tj f;t three years

T

(McMurtry, }974:10).
The cen ral concern of government studies is the-structure,t
\objectiVEg nd philosophy of the various govgrning bodies" in

amateur and minor hockey, not with-violence per se. ,In the
)

’ 'hspring of~1 74 the govetnment showed a concentrated effort to

1
‘rectify thelnature and causes of violent behavior in hockey,

particularly'amateur hockey. Following the aftermath of a
. ' Q_.\"‘

violently plhyed hockey game between Hamilton and Bramalea

:(April 16 1374), W. R McMurtry, Q C., under the»auspices of the "

‘ AOntario goverpment began an investigation and inquiry into
_ violence in amateur hockey with including influences from pro-
[fessional hockey. Although the investigation was iﬂs;igated

. by a public hehring into the incidents which\took place as-a

. e

:-result of the %bove game, the c0ncern with violence was general-
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-throughout the entire structure of amateur hockey. Thus, after

initiel hearings of the.Hamilton—Bramalea gaﬁe,'the investiga-
tion and inquiry was opeued in such a manner as:to-foeus itsﬂ
attention on theAgroblem at large. The inquiry offered many
recommehdetionsrfor improvement of the existing structure and
eoncluded that the profeésionéls wvere responsible for much of
the.violenee which iS'pottrayed'in ameteur hockey (McMurtry,b
1974), ‘> ‘

-

Until now'the government both'provincial and federal, have -

failed to make thorough,investigations'into viOIEnce_in,hockey.
“Furthervstudy 1% needed by thedgovernment, which has at its dis-

-posal both financial resources and researchers to accomplish

AY

kY

the task. - - v ' L

In view of thejresearch‘findings and literature discussed

in this-chabter, it is apparent that many factors may influeuce- !
' aggfession end violence ‘in hoekey' A large portion of the

1iterature emphasizes the role of social learning in. the develop—l

: there seems- to have been very little attention paid to. the pro—
fe351onal subculture It was,the.intention.of/this present.studya
to provide ‘an’ 1nsight,into the norms ahdfvalues'associeted,with

"aggression aﬁd'violence iuvprofeSSiOnal hdckey which inCludes the

pre-professional subculture This study will hopefully provide

'research material which has not Qreviously been available. )

45
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CHAPTER 111
METHODS AND PROCEDURE

I. PHASES OF RESEARCH

There.were three methods utilized in’the-collection'and .
analyses of data in the”study. The primary method of’ study was -
that of ‘participant-observation. In this the format was
'structured as-in occupational'sociology study. »The other two
methods were documeptary research and the.interview."Documen—
 tary research and interviewing»presented aniopportunity to‘.
_collect afgreater amount of'aetailed information which.augmentedf
the paﬁticipant-obseryationvdata;- The decision to include these
‘ methods was -also based\on the acceSSibility.of both relevant
documents and -key typallinformantsr ‘Being an actiVe memher ofl

the subculture being. studied, the researcher had many of the'

‘ available resources at his disposal

1. . DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH
The initial phase of collecting data began with documentary
‘résedrch. This technique was carried on throughout the entire

“_study. The majority of this. type of data and information focused"
. L

- .on the formal structure of hockey through statistics released
by investigations, inquiries, hockey yearbooks and guides,.
Tilreports on violence, hockey news, and newspapers Almqst all
types of media reporting of violence and aggression—orientated

"__material were utilized in the gathering of informatioh During

ﬁ the time in which the study was conducted the media were. paying :
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special attention to the violenceAthatdhad'become associated

S\ 4. : vwith-hockey, especially at~the minor lehel. ‘This in turn - k‘
provided ‘the stimulus for newspaper reporting‘at the pro-
fe551onal.level,»since it was felt that professional hockey had
some responsibility for the-violence that has become.apparentd

! _in the minor (amateur)'level‘(McMurtry,Ll974).

[d

Collection of Data

The documentary data were gathered-between 1972 and 1974,

primarily in Toronto andzEdmonton; Newspaper data for the study

A

-»were obtained mainly- from the three’ Toronto newspapers Toronto

"Globe and. Mail TorontO:Star Toronto Sun and the Edmonton:
dJournal (1971—1974). All the papers in question gave wide—
Spread coverage to the major professional hockey leagues (NHL
i %;and WHA) and to the major Junior or pre—profeus1onal 1eagues
(OHA QJHL and WCHL) They'also gave’ adequate.coverage to
v - inquiries and investigations'concerning anylminor,hookey_league

developments whiCh hadvrelevance to.the'present‘problem Data

h were also obtalned from the Hockey News Ltd y professional year— o

o

bA books and guides whlch covered all major hockey leagues in
North America. Television eQVerage was also utilized in the :
collectionfprocess. During the period between 1972 and 1974
the study drew on all means of media coverage which paid any :
attention to: violence and agéression.in hockey withln the re—.?;

searcher s limits. Part of the study was directed at. the pre— -

profe331onal level of hockey, more commonly known as major }df



k 5”sional Hockey Records, 1974)
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Junior'A which,includes young\players from.sixtecn to nineteen years
" o1d. Subjects and data were chosen'from the two'major Junior leagues :
in Canada, one in Eastern Canada (OHA) - and one in Western Canada .
(WCHL) lhese two leagues>are considered the highest class of
"juniqr hockey-and represent the:top echelon ofjtalent in‘their'age
range. The two leagues are the largest drawing areas for players
drafted into professional ranks according to statistics released in
.the Hockey News, May, 1972—1974'_ The study was also directed at |
the professional level where the ages range from about twenty years
and up. Subjects and data were chosen from the NHL and WHA with :
emphasis placed on,the latter. The study involved players, officials, -
' coaches, spectators, management ownerS‘andileague officials;
Data.from.the‘documentarylresearch‘wereAekamined'with'respect A}
~to two questions: kl). what is. the significance.of violence in
hockey and its effect onh the professional structure and (2) is there
any evidence of an- increase in violence'in hockey over the past
decade | o | |
Statistical analysis was derived from’ team records and per*~«- i
sonal records kept by league offices in.the respective leagues
‘.Statistics 1nc1uded penalty minutes and-scoring points throughout

®.

' regular schedule games and playoffs (Sports Illustrated Profes— B

' “,Irrlj PARTICIPATION—OBSERVATION
The second phase of research was participant—observation in
fvwhich the researcher used the techniques of the social—anthropolo—:”

T

| -gist (E Whyte, 1967) Since_the purpose_of.the Study wasvto;l



‘investigate and describe the hockey subculture, it was’feltf

ithat the most efficient method to research and describe the |
- subculture was to become an involved participantoobserver
(McCall 1967 Whyte £967) | In this mode-of sociological:-
study ‘the’ researcher becomes a member of the group he is
.observing In this way the partlcipant—observer gets accepted
and 1is able to\gather pertinent data, and information concerning
the dynamlc proceSs of the subculture is more readily obtained
The researcher must“remain in the subculture long enough to’
bobserve recurring behavioral patterns ' Observation.as.a megbs '
of 1ncreasing one 's knowledge is basic to the investigationvb'.
of. almost any phenomenon (McCall 1967) ; McCall (1967) suggests

:'that ”studies can only be truly understood and appreciated wher

_they are actually witnessed - seen in the flesh meo DR

k]

:‘Collection of Data "_ e o o

| Yablonsky (1962), Whyte (1967), Polsky (1967) Scott (1968),

” and Jack Scott (1971) have utilized the above method in which the
“authors have become a part of - the Subculture being studied.r In the
-:case of Whyte and‘Y;blonsky, they attempted to enter into the social
'milieu in order to become accepted as one of the members.: They\ ;:i
'were at a distinctidisadvantage because of their previous back—;'ﬂej”'g
L :ground At firSt they were considered outsiders penetrating o

the gang f The major problems encountered were mistrust sus7j:”f

pic1onf\resentfulness, and uncertainty, all of which play a’

®



observing and collecting data did not pose any problems.-.The li:hft'

50

vital role to the reSearcher_entering an -unfamiliar subculture
It is much easier 1f the researchér has been "inborn" in the

subculture - has been accepted and was an active“or'past member

of the subculture, ‘This"uas'the case of-the-preSent'author

v

~and those cited'above.

These peOple,7and‘pther former athletes, have brought to

Ithe surface facets;of,thefsporting Worldlwhich}in,theﬂpast

:were unseen'and‘in'some cases- '"taboo". * They have'provided

the public w1th special documentation of what is going on

r"behind_the clubfhouse doors from the. perSpective of the par—

'ticipant_themselves. Some were’ personally involved with sport

which»made.it'easier'to collectﬁinfornation than;thatroﬁva-?
30ciologist entering.the sporting7establishment without overall . =
_approval of all concerned ' The.operatiOnal methods which‘Were”x

used by the preViously mentiOned authors have been utilized

_fwithin the present study

In the present study the researcher was an active playing

’member of the hockey subculture for over fourteen years- tuo :f

.years as a professional fiV° years as’ ‘an intercollegiate‘player
lbthree years as a pre professional (junior), and four years in
:__minor hockey The researcher had a place in the hockey subculture' ;f

' :;and a role to play._ For this reason the possible effect of sus-rﬁ

O

‘y.picion and mistrust which is usually present thus, interviewing, vﬂ;

e i

f}'

o ﬁ_'researcher was accepted and previously established patterns of

) behavior did not change.f No contamination of the group 8 identity



and integrity occurred. Being accepted and experiencsng the

various social- forces operating, appeared to be the most 1deal

me thod for gathering data (McCall 1969)
It appeared to be in’ the best intErest of the. study that

the group and all individuals 1nvolved be kept unaware of - the

_ proceedings ‘and thekproblem'being studied. Although at times '

11t became ev1dent throughout the study that there were 1ndivi—'
- duals who knew of the investigation nothing appeared to be oy
seriously affected In sOme cases it was necessary to reveal
.‘Jthe study in order to. obtain required data and in these cases-
.;the ind1v1duals appeared eager'to contributeiopinions., In'

' {’general a degree of secrecy appeared Warranted because tbe
vresearcher was still an- active participant 1n the game.f'Re—
“vealing the study openly may have caused lll feelings-among

Apfteam;mates,kcoaches, management and pos81bly created trying k

*3‘t1mes for the researchers. One might think for a moment about

the adverse reactions which previous researchers and authors B

'received when they returned to active duty after publishing
"ﬁbooks (eg Bouton 1970 and Conacher, 1971) Some felt

'hf-that they had slandered the Sport from which they made their
fhliving,l Consequently these people were treated badly and

:fno doubt.caused some personal problems for the authors.~_The

'°fabove occurrence accentuates the present researcher s reason

“'fifor keeping the study undisclosed while collecting datan

"'

While an active participant obServer, the researcher played

A

'f“for the Toronto Toros of the“World Hockey Association and

fi.
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'“’lh attended the training camp of the Edmonton Oilers of the same pvf_;»'l
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fplayed among professional hockey teams are con51stant with

52

1eague. Although not directly involved-with remaining teams

in the wHA and the NHL, many of the patterns andggynamics dis- . \

.

one another‘ at least in relation to the present problem. S N

-:Verification of this phenomenon was done through interviews

,with other players in both leagues (WHA and NHL) Exblana-_

“tion of“the lnteryiews-will,be done -in’ the next section{ .

¥

5ata_Analysisr : \&Kb c R D ™

"social situations with counter roles N These counter roles" in
o hockey are taken by team-mates, coach, owner, officials, Opposition,‘ =T g

'»hetc. When the various counter roles are taken together,:- »} v_:fih‘*"> R

:Tconcerned w1th the roleasets 1of-the*hockey;player and;theﬁj

The analysis of the data collected while a partigipant ob-
server was done-by means of role analysis{v'The.researcher~°.i; =

made use of 1t as a central technique for the analysis of the .

structure and functioning of the hockey subculture, and for'

v the explanation of individual behav1or (Gross, 1958) 'Thefc ' a"..‘;'. .

§ ) SRR

:concept role was used in relation to role analys1s to study

':the behaviOr of 1ndividual hockey player and their interactions :

w1th "counter roles o Goffman (l96l) found that the concept o
, ; ro R

. role" 1s the basic unit of socialization._ It is through roles_';.-~

v_that tasks are allocated and arrangements made to enforce their

P

f. performance (Goffman, 1961) The individual s (hockey player S)

‘_grole enactment ‘as it occurs through a: system of face~to—face

o

T
A

'if they are known as.'role sets" (Goffman 1961) The study was nf;"

o . N



various 1nteractions of "counter roles".

‘The study mapped out both'literally and_figuratively,-thefaﬂ o

_signiflcant "counter roles"that are associated with the hockey -

r

subculture. - Networks of "positions" or "roles" can be analyzed

:with_respect.to either how the incumbents of the "roles" should :

11nteract with each other or -how they actually do interact’ with
.each other (Gross, 1958) In order to provide a basic frame—
work to work from McCall (1969) devised some key questions

that could be subjected to the various roles perceived by each

B

‘player_or groups of players.__'.
Lo HOW the'counter-roles interact with each'other?’

2, What unspoken expectations do they have- of each other7-,

I3

‘3; How: does each individual see himself? ' A
e : ! v

: 4,. What expectatlons must ‘be. fulfilled for the role —f o
'f”‘”ﬁﬁﬁ‘“*““H‘W‘much~leeuay in performance is permitted7 ‘

\

1

5. 1s there any difference in the statuS\pf\the roles7‘

T | .
6. . Are some roles ‘more isolated from observation, how
are these roles penetrated7 e ' : -

o

i.7; What‘sort of "props~_do_individualfplayers'use to_mainé“y.'h-:

tain their roles7

,‘(

18;[ What sorts of conflicts does a player with multiple o
ole expecrations exper1ence9 (MCCall 1969) .

4 “to hockey roles and counter roles
. Av “"V‘. ) . : . N . . o /

The study was also concerned with how players apprehe&d whathm-l'

thelr actual behavior in a- role" should be, and how they adjust;'

' '1 and readjust their behavior to the expectations and counter -

Kk

}, An attempt was made to answer the above questions in relation

[Ws]
-
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roles"_o['othdrgxwhen'thE’standards of acceptable roleibehavior
N : ‘ . . - : :
dare nebulous. An attempt was made to analyze the effect of mass

:

media and spectators had on player's'rolES. An important question

was whetlfer "roles" would change as a result of mass media and

-~z

spectator infl ence, or.in spite oi it.

In summary.the analysis of data in this phase consisted of
distinguishlng (l) the various roles both violent and” otherwise
ayailable to the player- (2) the signlficant difference between

yiolent—orientated roles; and (3) whether or.not v1o%ence.is

instinctual or socially learned behayior;'

IV. .:UNFOCUSED INTERVI

e

R order to more completely investlgate the be,avorial patterns and. .

:i‘soc1alization process .of the players, the rese’ cher designed a
'unstructured 1nterv1eu; Here pertlnent existenti 1 informationh
was obtained which was not . available through obseryation.. Since
» the study was concerned with thé‘Vﬁ?T;us roles . occupied by theVJ

» players, 1nterv1ewing players provided a closer insight into o

o the dynamiCS 1nvolved within each role.

Sample Selected

The subjects 1nterviewed were chosen from two basic groups
Oi

o of male hockey players members of the pre-professional and

'f pr0f68810nal 1evels of hockey, The sample also included coaches

o and executive administrators from the two levels.. The first

_,L_Lgroup‘was:conptiSedjof juniorjplayerS”whOSe'ages:rangédrfrom;*i.f

¥,



é?_
seyenteen.toytwenty years of age. - These .players represented
the. top level'of junior_hockey in'North America’ (OHA dunior'
TAY andIWCHL);‘ ApprQXimately fifteen playersdwere interviewed
,i q ‘ enconpassing eight‘teams-from:the two'leagues; 'The second
group was comprised;ot'professional-players whose ages‘ranged-'
from twenty years and older (adults) These players represented
the top level of professional hockey in North America (NHL and

f IR WHA).- Apprermately twenty-fiye players were 1nterviewed with

emphasrs put on the WHA although many of the: players interviewed

5' T ~ had recently played in the NHL The sample encompassed ten S

o teamSvfrom both leagues. It was felt that the players inter—‘v

Viewed represented satisfactorily the hockey population under

o

'9 o . study and hence the data collectedyenabled,the research%r-to J

“typify . the hockeylsubculture;

.InStrumentﬁ

..'( : . o .

R the. 1nterviews were unstructured No rigid questionnaire or

. interview schedule was.used The purpose of the 1nterview was
to augment observation and dqcumentary data. However,:»r7_,v '
: o

¢ h,b ”‘h the researcher asked open-ended key questions in order to . -

set up a framework from which to WOrk The researcher did not

t

~

<kv.

o fft"'d;_v1ew Due to the setting and informality of the 1nterview the

In order to facilitate informant coopération and discussion -

55

. follow a. strict pattern or order during the interview although ;'g*"

all the questionSwere covered during the course of “the inter—-g”"“

questions were not asked verbatum., The following is & sample --“1':

of the questions used ‘gif_“'“




§
o o 4 . : %
[ v B . \ ‘i
.~ 1. What do yau bonsider_violent acts in hockey games, . N
and what are the most serious? ° o
2. What do you think causes violence in hockey?
Example, is it fighting, use of the stick, ete.?
3. Is there more violence in professional hockey - . =

than junior hockey or vice versa? Explaini

4, - What" are the various roles available in hockey?
' Example, policeman,\goon,'hatchet—man,,etc.?
., (Both violent and otherwise). =~ . . '

5. Do these roles change? Can they be {gadeSfed or
dropped? ° - ‘ :

6. What are the various characteristics of each role?
7. What is the, process whereby players enteér the roles?

8. What-influencidg factors play a part in shaping the.
roles? Example, coach, spectators, and media?

9. Do you think blayérs like theif'roles‘all the,tiﬁe
and how might. they get out of them? How are they |
received'afterwards?

10. Do you think violence in hockey is instinctual (innate) =
-, or socially learned (acquired) behavior? Could it
- . have both qualities? o - o

11, Do you think violence has ‘increased in hpckeyYGVer:;Hei
past decade? Has the emphasis shifted'towa;dsgthe )
. Yough tough hockey player? Explain., =~ -

12, Do wé'need.policemen,.gbons,.etg;?' How do you'think”
-we could remedy the problenm, if in fact there is one?

13, Do you believe the hockey strqc;ure-ig;satisfagto:y
. the way it 1s now?* Do you belieyefitﬁwill-changez

14, If there'is afproblemféithlﬁiélénpe'iﬁ‘hQCkey;_whefé -
'do we start to solve the problem ~ in the professional = -

ranksﬁqr'at the minor level? .

Sn  ‘?‘
Procedure of Interview ' .
‘”', The ‘nature of thé,Iﬁtprﬁiew5Was;unfbcused and uhstructured. .
- The .interviews were conducted throughout the “two year duration. ..



of the study and were scheduled wherever:the opportunity arose
for a cooperative discussion. = The laréest sampleﬂof subjects
were interviewed'during‘thelhochey season‘(September to May)
with the, remainder being interviewed during the "off'season"
(May to August);"Subjects were chosen who were available-and

. most accessible to the resedrcher at the time and no distinct
: N :
preference was made in selection,“although an attempt was made

o

to include_subjects who were eonsidered'aggressive and had an

B
.
S

inclination tdwards.violent behavior (playe?s\considered_
"policemen",‘“goons",letc. hy their'peers). Since'the researcher
was an active participant many of the interviews took place'
when the situdtion presented itself that is, potential sub—v/
.'jects constantly came into contact.with researcher'at_yarious

: places throughout the study; ‘The interviewsbtook place'in‘bars_:
(t;verns) dressing rooms, airports airplanes, etc.‘ ln very

few cases (were there predetermlned locations and times estab— co

‘_lished prior to the. 1nterview.

The length of the interviews was unpredictable, but usually

D

ranged from approximatéby one to two hours during which ‘all the

.

‘necessary data was collected When conversing w&th'the gubjects, :

there was never any ten81on or a feeling of uneasiness,vin fact
%many of the subjects were'unaware ‘of the underlying purpOSe of
the interv1ew The method of presentation was structured in

' such a way that the subjects did not appear to become suSpicious.

Tape recorder and/or note—taking techniques were not used duripg

the actual interview and the setting was very 1nformal and

. . : . - FEEN e
' - . . b



N nugurn1.>.Tho proceedings of'thc‘jnterview were transformed Into
wri(ten.férm immediately following the iﬁterview.
The analysis of data collected in‘this phase of fesearch.
7‘COASiSted of determiniggto (1) what the\active players Selieve
vibienée is‘in the game, (2) how they perceive the ﬁarious ”roies"
in hbckey,'(B) the c;nsistenCy of the unofficial hiéfarchidal
. . e

structure among. players, and (4) the correspondence between the

'responses obtalined from other players and those obtained from

Los

the researcher's personal observation.
P~ .

V. DELIMITATIONS AND LIMITATIONS

- . ] .
1. The study was limited.to an accessible samblé of

\

pre¥professional“and professional North Ameriéan
hockey players; whose ages ranged from seventeen
:to'appréximately thirty-six,
| 2. The égudy is :also limited to vidlehce aﬁdkaggression

oé the ice or.theréabouts.b The stqdy is not céncerned '
with»sbeétator yiolénce pef,3¢.> That is, spéctator'
0utbu}sts, riots during and after the game, and

various other;formé of violence and overt aggressiﬁe?'
ness aséociatéd wiﬁh the'croﬁdg Of majér concern was

gthe-influgnée that épgctatogs and'fahsvhave_on beéetting

- violence on the ice.
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. CHAPTER.TTV

PN THE HOCKEY SCENE

Thisichapter has been divided into two‘soctiohs; the firot”
deals Qith the .formal aorganization.of North‘Americén hockey
'which discusses the various 1eyelo rahging from minor hockey to
that of major‘profeéoional‘hockey The  second éectioh deals
with the profe831onal hockey scene from the standpoint of’ role

"
sets and rdle relations. This 1§tter section will focus mainly

‘on the major professional level of the social structure.
I. FORMAL ORGANIZATION OF HOCKEY

The formal organizatioo of the North Americon‘hockgy culture
is divided basically into two ieyéls’— aﬁandr.and‘orofossiohai.
The.firét-encompasses minor, johior; college and.sehior_hockéy
which oomés undér the jo:isdictioh of:thenghadidh\Ahateur dookéy
_Association‘(CAHA). The 'second encOmpassos‘semi—professional,‘

i T o .
minor professional and major professional hockevahich come 3

i

under the jurisdiction of their respective governors and directors.

" Minor Hockey

- The minofﬁhoohey‘otroctUro oomoriSes’thé‘iérgest pottidn of -
"thefsubcuitufe? "This milieu of hockey is divided into age groups
'Many boys start playing competitive hockey at the Tyke 1evel (8 9)
‘and progress through Pee Wee (10~ 12), Bantam (13~14), Midget (15 16)_'
and Juvenilev(17—18),- Withih'each gtoup there_ate usually two. o

levels, One”difeoted_at the rééréational"léyél}‘the second -

4 . . . ) . Y
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directed at the compotitive level. The reason for this division
o wa that the vxccutive directors Pf mjnér hockey felt thorc shouid
be a brand of hockey uhich caters to both thlosophies of pértici-
patiOn, the (1) recreational and fitness oriented programs which -
cater to boys enjoyment of the game, and (2) the competitive oriented
proerams for youngsters with exceptional ability and an interest
in competing in more highly structured league play. The trend in-
.North-American hockey appears to be one in.nhich the‘rate of parti—
cipation ar the‘minor level»decreases as the various degrees ofA
’competition increased(DowneyiReport,jl9735;'with maximum partici—
' pation at the Pee wee'level. fTraditionall§:~the minor hockey.pro;,
grams are organiaed for and.give-preferential treatment'to the
competitive levels. | |
Although the.general structure of minor hockey is consistent

throughout North America as_far‘as age and ability categories, the
deSign and format does alter somewhat within each‘provincé.and/or‘
state The rules and regulations in regards to the game itself
 follow thpse presented by the CAHA with some variations included
For example, suspen51ons with regard to fighting may - differ from
_province to province and even within leagues.: This: also might o
'apply to the, severity of penalties for such infractions as. slashing,:raf
:i,spearing, high sticking or the intent to injure.. There doeS'not |
. _appear, at the present time, to be any consistency governing pene-'

alties and suspensions in the minor hockey structure. Further«.

dichssionlof‘the above matter will_be,reviewed,inZChapterAVl{
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" When one -talks of minor amateur hockey the controversy
of.jhnior hockey always arises - whether to include thiS“level
'with professional.or let it remain in the amateurhSphere within
the.minor hdckey Structure. | The present researcher‘believes that
junior hockey should be cla551f1ed as pre—professional ; and‘

-l

shall bevreferred to as Such'in this Study,

Pre-professional‘Hockey

The junior hockey level in North America is said to be theh
prime.fbreeding grounds"'for‘professional hochey clubs. This
level‘is made up ot talented 16 to’19‘yeariolds. Within thiS(-
- level there are. three distinct groups - major junior A (Tier One) _ 1».
“junior A° (Tier Two) and junior B Although everyone playing junior
ﬂhockey in their graduating year (19 years old) is eligible to be B
'drafted by professional clubs, very few junior A (Tier Two) and

. Junior B players progress to the professional level The big "

: ;business,end of Junior hockey lies within th%)major junior A
leagues, where players must sign contracts and are. paid a"sal’ry

» (living expenses andiincidentals). When interviewing players‘;(
.’in the major junior leagues in Canada, every player indicated his
_desire to continue on to professional hockey -and make it a career.
%hey felt that because of’ expansion in professional hockey,‘the
._chances to turn“professional have increased greatly in the: last
:.seven years ‘There appears to be more incentive to play major
‘(junior A hochey than there was ‘a decade ago |

Prior to 1967 the professional clubs (NHL) sponsored amateur |

;clubs and could virtually predetermine the hockey career of every 'ﬁﬁw"
-;;;;;\;;;;jl j"f:”‘
. Tf\f#\\;' Co .



"

boy over 14 years of age, During this period boys were "scouted

and placed on affiliated teams which the proféssional teams spon¥

62

sored. In 1967, along with NHL expansion the'universal drafting.

of players 20 years of age was formulated In the draft, all
hockey* players 20 years of age (mostly graduating major junior
league players) are eligible to be drafted by NHL teams in order
of their finish in 1eague standings from the previous year. Thig
age was later reduced to include talented 18 year olds in. 1974

when’the WHA started to raid" underage juniors

Also included in’ the pre-professional category are college

‘and senior hockey players, although the percentage which eventu-

ally turn professional has been very low. The motivating forces

1

- for college and senior players are, in many cases, complete}y

| different than those of junior players At the-college level

_education is the primary goal and hockey is secondary, which

m

is opposite to the junior hockey players Senior hockey in ’

North America is not considered professional and very few players

'5at this level have.theuinterest or inclination to turn pro—

fessional Although often highly competitive, the primary reason

for participation is recreational in. nature *This»level of hockey

v

‘ is comprised of talented junior and college players who do not

wish to or lack sufficient talent to play professional hockey

.The structure of college and senior hockey is not professionally

',oriented as it is in the case of junior hockey In junior hockey, p7

everything is orientated to the professional model Junior play—~'

: :f'ers are continually preparing themselves for professional careers

Lo



in hockey, even ‘though many will ultimately not sugceed in this .;
.ambltion If junior hockey in Canada is not professional in name
Aand official standards, it 1is certainly professionafLin 1ts organ—
. 1zational structure In a brief submitted by the CAHA to the,

"federal government 1t is noted:

“ n
Y

-It is imperative to acknowledge that the CAHA
Irecognize the fact. that Major Junior A (Tier .One)
is professional hockey, and that it be divorced

~ from continuing identification as amateur hockey
(CAHA October 1973 5) '

) Junior Hockey in Canada is one of the major problems of ther,
CAHA (Task Force, January, 1971) The attention of hockey offi~
‘cials, especially in the CAHA is centered at the junior 1eve1
‘ and above (Task Force January, 1971) A cursory examination -

of - junior hockey in Qanada would indicate why so much attention
‘ ‘has been directed to this most controversial but appealing seg—’ :

H .
- ment of hockey The CAHA needs to separate 3unior hockey from ‘

-

”the current structure and legislate it with a~ new set of controls. '

-;\

e

dunior hockey caters to professional standards; It would
fseem evident that the primary interest among junior hockey fran- y;‘;
' chises is to develop players for professional teams | Professional
.,hockey 1@ North America dictates the standards Set for junior L

.':hockey In recentltimes (past SV;ears) professional hockey

:(NHL, WHA) has indirectly indicated that they want a special |

| "brand' or type of hoekey player specifically the tough aggressive .igm(

Zplayer who can ”handle himself"-r Junior hockey players realize .
that a lucrative career is waiting for them at the professional

‘?“level and will emulate the style sought after by professional

~scouts - 1t has been suggested by researchers that the sociali—
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: zation prOCLss of professional players begin at a very young age
(minor hockey)- (Smith 1974; McPherson, 1974, Botterill, 1972)
Thls, in fact, is true,.but the_period where'it appears that.the most *
signifiCant sociali;ation occurs i%?hockey, is at the junidr.. A
“age level (17<20) (Smith, 1972; Vaz, 1972; Chynoweth, 1974:
McMurtry;-1974)?'.At:this.stage ofﬁthe'playersqcareer he is _k
fully aWare of“the materialiStic renards.available to-hin'end:
often behaves accordingly ’ The processes whereby players are
'sociallzed into behav1oral patterns seem to have their greatest =
influence during this stage of the players- career.‘ The atti—
“tudes-andbbehavior oﬁithe junioi hockey player appear'to perallel.3
the actio.‘ which are often dominant in professional hock@y .
_In short\\thg
: p

professionals, and the most reallstic method to accomplish this »;'

?

structure of junior hockey 1s designed to- produce.

is'to operate in a manmer- 51mi1ar to the professionals S It
.becomes apparent.that the objectives and philosophies of junior ::f
. hockey are not’ similar to those generated in the minor hockey

structure._ 4
U

k Below iS‘Q schematic diagram-ofkthe organisation and pro~-

_'gression of’ahaceur'hockey_playerse';

|Semi*profess1onal Hockey s 'df7k';f
’ Until 1972 when the fledging WOrld Hockey Association was
'.formed, the semi—professional 1eve1 was: basically divided into Afi."i

“two categories, the first, known as minor professional was a

o direct development 1eague for maJor professional teams, and the
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second was semi-professional which comprised development
' leagues for ‘the minor professional level. Prior to 1972 .the former
category was classified semi—profeSSional and the latter was .
‘classified‘amateur Now . w1th the WHA in existence the amateur
league has turned professional although it is still ranked below
‘the minor professional level Ain ability and salary scale The minor
;professional category includes the American Hockey League (AHL),
the Central Hockey League (CHL) and, until 1974 included the Western
‘Hockey League (WHL) which has now amalgamated with the: CHL Thrl
se@}—professional category includes the International Hockey League
'_(Iqii the North American Hockey League (NAHL), and the Southern
Hockey League (SHL) | | | .
: Prior to 1972 the NAHL and SHL were known aS the Eastern ‘
"4Amateur Hockey League (EAHL) and league members were. designated
.as development teams for the AHL CHL and HHL | During this time
' the league did not employ a full time commissioner and violent
L-;behavior was most prominent : The 1eague, in fact, was commonly

‘ referred.to as«the “hat . The welfare of the players 3

' league .
’ ranked second to.pugnaclty and violence. Generally‘the players
Hhiwere not as - talented and required the use of crude tactics to playeri;f
An- the league The absence of a full time commissioner and execu—,

.&‘

p tive directors who might control such aqtions, was one of the

1ig reasons for the predominance*of violence There did not appear
»o. to > be: any concern for the well being Of the players ot the 1eague,¥ :;fff{h=ﬁ

o it was considered by many as "bush 1eague" from its inception and.‘:" o

the professional teams (NHL CHL AHL and WHL) did not benefit



e professionals; All players An this league are striving to be—-i[_u

v»greatly from the league as a.potential source oi player recruit-
‘ment. It was always felt that if the professionals showed a
conoern.for'the league,‘the.situation could‘have'possibly-heen
changed for'thelbetterl vThiS’beeame evident in 1972 when:thef
‘WHA utilized the league as a dlrect "development league". "The
..organizational'structure.consequently ehanged» and a full time'
commissioner'was’employed;to control andi"clean—up""the 1eague.
Since the'wHAAhad an interest in the league through”affiliated;
teams, it nas?imnortant‘to them that'any previous.Stigma agsociateda
‘withvthe leagué'be removed . — making‘it resgectablei-'Bylproyiding
the league with;talented hoekey:players it has hencefOrth,become
somewhat respectablet..Thefviolence'once preyalent*in"this‘league
n7has now been reducedrthrough suoeryision by:the'majgr professional
leagues, espe01ally the WHA, N | R
The minor professional leagues (AHL and CHL) are the direct
l”farm teams" of the NHL with ‘the exception of one team Every o
team in this category has an affiliation with the NHL and abides
by the rules and regulations established by the NHL v On the |

o

-?average the salaries and talent. in the minor professional leagues

rofessibna1<1eagues The be— h

'exceedﬂthose foun .

"havioral patterns of minor professiOnals parallel those

‘-fmcome a part of the major professional leagues The leagues arejf“

f,; ?attempting to!impress maJor league sc0uts" in order to get a.

,glargely staffed w1th graduating juniors who are not yet talented‘d“w
nOugh to play in the major professional leagues These teams i_»

.?:¢are generally young and " bust".; Players are continﬁally y.r'éi-‘

a \G‘ e
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" chance with ‘the parent NHL team.

Major Profe531onal Hockey

Major professional hockey is the- top echelon of hockey in.
North America. Until 1972, the NHL was the only major professional
,league, but it is now rivalled by‘the WHA . The two 1eagues have
~_»extensive 1nfluence and Ppower in professional hockey, as ‘depicted
by the diagram below (Botterill 1972)
The National Hockey League, and more recently the WOrld Hockey
'A53001at10n, indirectly influence the legislation of the Canadian
Amateur’HOCkey Associatlon and have created a feeder system
orlented towards their kind - of product and reSOurces (Botterill
1972) Botterill in his analysis of amateur hockey in Canada, L .
,suggests:
‘The- NHL has established such control over the CAHA .
and Hockey Canada that the government of Canada
: presently has very little influence in determining
. the style of hockey promoted at minor and amateur
levels...The fact that the NHL monopoly on hockey
s currently being threatened by a new major

m-:league (WHA) may. eventudlly bring. about - some changes
m.in this situation (Botterill 1972 35)

-fessionaljfinanclal’hudget comes‘fromimonles naidfbyft
. WHA for junior players drafted In 1974 the CAHA received approx—f

—

\*ffw;\imAEElX‘EEXSP hUndred thousand dollars from the junior draft a lilf*

fsubstantial portionho?“their~hu\get Although the CAHA does not
'\“r\-\l

Tl

elopment pS

Ereceive all the monies much of it is returned to t.fﬂ '
:fkteams This alone may justify to some extent the controlling .:'—2 :,_-Q"j;;;

i :interest the NHL and WHA has over the CAHA Much of the contro— :IMHMA:

v
-',';_-‘ . -t
[ S
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versy which arises between: the CAHA and NHL (and WHA) results

from a.power struggle between the two_bodies There appears. to

be conflicting interests amohg the priorities set forth byveach

_ porganization | The major profe551onal leagues are solely interested
in the development of potential hockey players for their system,- |
\ whereas the CAHA must answer to the’ Yotal amateur program in Canada
and cannot cater to- any one ‘level of hockey. .Since the CAHA'needs'
the NHL and WHA for,finahcial support, it must'meet the‘demands‘of

ithe professionals. An independent'Task,Forceccommittee in 1971
recommended.that the Federal éovernmenthaSSistS»with the administra-

tion df the CAHA. 'It also stated that there be "a complete\indea.

, pendence from- professional hnfluence of all amateur hockey in Canada"'

“(Task Force 1971) Under the pres;nt hockey structure in Canada
this might not appear “to be practical but with a restructuring\

.of the CAHA, especially at the junior level, it does warrant re~

~view The Task Force also ihdicated.that; |

'The demands of the major profeSSional'leagues. . _ffc‘ o
- have gone far to stroy the network of local and .

. regional amateui hockey leagues that once . contri—'f-~

buted so colourfully to the richness of Canadian ’

sport (Task Force, 1971 15). L

Until l972.the National Hockey League had completelcOntrol of °
.

professional hockey in- North America, There was no rival league

)

which the NHL had to compete with for players, and they had
relatively few problems in the administration and organizational
structure of the league ' The NHL. had autonomy of the hockey
hierarchy, at both the amateur and professional levels This e
' dominance by the NHL was interrupted with the emergence.of the

World Hockey Association (1972) Now players could choose between

PRI

!



' reach majo; league status,'it has

&

kY

. total 32 in 1974 with more expansion to follow.

~

the pending contractual commitments.

two leagues,’ The NHL was

now presented with problems which the\National Football League

suffered in the mid 1960's with the formation of the American

Football League. The fact that the major hockeypleagues are
separate has in‘manyﬁrespects changed'the future of the hockey

KIS
N

structure.' Major league teams numbering six in 1967, now

'

' Although this

yhas provided a greater opportunity for individual players to .

¢

watered down" the Calibre

2

The brand of hockey noy: seen in Nor/h

-
.//

America, in many - instances, is of the nonrentertainingsvariety,

of hockey considerably

especially in accordance with currently inff%ted ticket prices

'Major league hockey owners have been faced with the diffiCult

‘ task’ of selling hockey to the public, while the game itself

"dof hockey.. .

"amalgamate"intorbne'major hockey league

watering down fect of expansion has ‘lost some
'5\“ g -

Traditionally, it.has.been .

because of the

of its original spectator appeal

PO . . e . .
- <

down major profeSSional leagues, the quality of playydecreases

This An, turn often increases the potential for violent behavior. ]

- pr

Verification of this trend 18 evidegt at all progressional levels

kb -

This type of behavior appears to be a compensating
L2 3 N

R

factorz7or the less talented pdayers.

5

? Perhaps in the near future we will see the NHL and WHA

- ting as they are today, do not appear economicaily feasible.<

S . SR A

tos A - ' . L ae

The two league§ opera-.

found that when talent decreases, as in the case of the watered o

P 4
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"E actions:- could be physical (e g bodycheck punch), symbolic

4 actions cited above are socially acceptable (e SN coach—player,

Pherson; 1974). o

.wnether this will have any drastic effects on the hockey scene.is

questionable, and one can ohly speculate{ Since the organiza-.~
. : . . e |

tional Structure of the hockey scene has been disrupted by the,
recent formation of the WHA, it is necessary to'diagrammatically

outline the existing structure of the hockey scene after 1972.

and the structure which existed prior to l972.

‘ . N :
II. THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF THE PROFESSIONAL S ;r oo
. ¢ : -
HOCKEY - SCENE '
1 . N /
Overview of Role SetS’ Roles and Counter Roles

° -

. The purpose of this section‘is to overview the social struc- -
ture of professional hockey as it pertains to "role sets",
"roles", and "counter roles": As in all other walks of¥life,

hockey is greatly influenced by humén interaction hetween indivi-

"dlals. This interaction can occur between two groups (teams) or

, . '
- ‘

; - . Sy - . W /‘ .
between two or:.more individuals. Interactions whidh this study

was concerned with were: - players and.teammates; ofponents on
- . ; Lo : . . :

the ice; players-and coaches;fplayers,and offlcials (referees).;
C. . -

players and the media, and, .players and spectators. These’inter¥v ?

(e g R gestures) or verbal While many of : the possible inter-

i

player teammate), many are not (e g., playerdofficial playex—:'f‘

opponent) because of the rules inherent within the sport (Mc—

o
: »
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Whenever an individual‘(player) engages in interaction,-he

‘does so.by playing whatbare known as “roles".: The individual's
_role enactment occurs largely through a\cycle of social situations
”with ”counter roles",. that is, relevant audiences,las indicatedj‘
_above,_,This study was conCernediwith various counter’roles asso{ ,
- ciated with'the hochey schulture; thdse beingi-coach,vteammates,
media, spectators,‘officiaIS; opponentsz manager-owners, and
professional "scouts". Withnthe'increaSing atmospherevof-violent'
'behaviorvin hockey today; the'interaction of roles.atzthe pro—
ffessional level has becomervery~significant,'particularlv the violent.
: "roles_"'-. ‘Theﬁrol_es_whi_ch ..were focl}éed on» in this:studwre;__ B |
”policeman", ﬁgoon";,"intimidator", ”antagoniaer”, ”stickman"'or _
_'”hatchetman" | S 7 | |

| Within"the roles" the 1ndividual exhibits a pattern of behaviorl_
and a set of qualities that are con81dered to be appropriate to |
that particular positlon in the hockey subculture. Each of the
roles has an unique pattern of behavior associated with it and
thus players behave differently when playing each role.k Thei

S

behavioral pattern appropriate to each role is determined by ex—-

.,Apectat_‘ionsa obligations and reSponsibilities that come to be

associated with each role (Coffman, 1961 McPherson, 1974) e:'
ﬂ,,‘. S
fy

‘players behavioral pattern is influenced to some extentriy their o ",_

‘,“own expectations,land those of others (counter roles) Some of

':._the behavior is restricted by official and unofficial rules of

"”the game There 1s, however, a great deal of behavior, expecta- v

,bions and interaction that are not well- defined and there can 'T_f {‘ff"vgf}
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-various’"counter roles which ex1st in ‘the - totaﬂkstructure, and

. be a wide 1nterpretation by players and dthers as to how thev

(players) should behave when playing the various roles ' As &

v

©a result, "roles" are played in many waysfand violent unaccep-

‘ .
table.behavior may Occurr Figuqe’Sfillustrates the various

urole sets” functional‘in profes'ionalfhockey. hThe model -also

specifies which interactions may ecome'sburces-of unacceptable

‘violent behavior

Research‘by psychologlsts and sociologists has demonstrated

3

'that SOCLal roles are acquired and learned through a process of

socialization ,By means of this process the indiVidual acquires -

" the motor skills, the social skills, the attitudes, ‘the values,

and the emotions that enable them to function within the sport
{J

‘milieu, and in this case, the hockey milieu This 'Process. whereby

A
sport roles (particularly aggressive—violent oriented) are acquired

/ will be discussed in. detail in Chapter V Befote the studytre— ,

._/,

ﬂ

~ views the*socializatlon proceSS'and'characteristics of”the "roles",

- a brief overview of the entire structure, as it exists in

professional hockey, is: necessary,} Figure 6 illustrates theicf'

1

the stratification of the professional levels.j The model also d‘
"fﬂ =y '

‘ indicates the internal and external relationships,,and degree of df'

,,significance that the counter roles have on the influencing roles

When dealing with aggressive and violent behavior, there are .

basicall five unofficial "roles which players can occupy Al=’”m
y

e

though some of the characteristics overlap, there is a basic dis—":f'}\

-

tinction between roles. The following is a brief description of

,..

Lo -k‘t:;-\-!.;‘e... )
A
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the rolesawhich will;be-referreﬂ to.throughout the thesis.
‘.l.- foliceman.f refers to players who are unofficially
oesignatedjtoacOntrol thei"roughegoing“ insthe -
‘ hockey gamer Opponents who fgetout-;f‘hand" must
_ answerito the'"policeman"f 'The,chief.dutiesyof the.
ﬁpoliceman‘arei protectiond and enforcement" for ':.'

'.i.his teammates : The primary physical attributes of .

the "policeman are hiS’"toughness and the ability .

L I

7-”handle himself", particularly in. "fights";»

g‘-_;Generally, policemen" have a regular position on

2. GOC‘)lI'lST- - 'refer's t.O players .wh(')'se. fOI'-te‘ ._»iS _"fightin'g'.'

nd the. infliction of violence upon their opponents.'

""‘Many of the characteristics are similar to that of

LAY

”'_:the policemen, although his hockey ability is less

, f'j‘refined - ta!!ht-wise Their presence on the hockeyf g;f-“'

««««««

1.

'Trlqto as "heavies( The "goons" do not generally have;fjj 
lffa regular position on the team and are used usually

‘when the action on the ice gets out of hand" or oneﬁ
Tv'of his teammates is getting "bullied" ”‘fif* % ft ,55_‘Rif:{;“v7"

sl . »‘ : N i .' . - Lo ! ,:’,’ .
'-7ﬁ2“f3;-~Intimidstors = refers to players who use "bully—like ﬁg

x
o

"ﬂ tactics to 1nfluence the play of their opponents..'*J"‘

'f;The intimidator may use\verbal of physical %breats o f--" -

intimidate his opponeut. He is usually very adept
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G

80

in.the_act'of "fisticuffs"_and;can uSually_baEk up hig .

‘threats. The intimidator may resort“to'violence if neces-

" are not neCessary'tofthe antagonizer, They generally doft

" ‘have she opponent take unnecessary penalties or disrupt ; y

{-.Stickmeu ‘or . Hgﬁchetmen - refers to players who constantly

B .f-isftheir equalizer . ;

sary. Again, the: intimidator possesses the’ characteris- '

>ticsyof'the_‘pOliceman' and "goon . although his primary

function is to intimidate the opponents.

. Antagonizers - refers to players who frustrate and aggra—-

vate»their'opponents. Physical "prowess and toughness’;

‘not engage in "fighting" or such behavior although such

.

action may‘result. The function of thls type of player

"”ls to goad their opponents into retallating and thus

N

g"w;his sﬁyle of play The antagonizer usually requires the

: services of a policeman or "goon when the situation o

B

- . .

B getsyout,of hand",» Often referred to as a "Shit distur—'

SRt

| ::use their hockeylstick as a weapon. Tactics such as 1"71;-; R

spearing ;,"slashing" and "butt ending" are their v"~cjiﬁ""‘

"‘}ftrade—mark Generally, they are not physiCally equipped

v V,in body stature to "handle"*themselves in "fisticuffs

. . o e

”’JThis type of player“is usually very dirty and mean, and

E

.;;is not highly respected by his colleagues (opposition)

o They very seldom fight and never drop their stick it

<

Fie}



The above descriptions»offer the basic characteristics of .
the "roles"; More\detail will be provided on these roles in

Chapter V, along With_thewsocialization process.

'Role.Relationships'

 As previously mentioned,-once the players have acquired their

’designated'roles“certain'eXpectations~and‘obligations-are7per-7

‘ceived by the counter roles.. - How . the roles are perceiVed depends
'upon'internal and'external‘relationShips.; The internal rela—

tionships (Figure 6) involve close associations between the
' aCtor'and counter roles, such as teamimembers and-staff Also . T

1ncluded would be close friends who the actor assoc1ates with

outside of the team (non—playing peers) The external relation- '

e

'_ships are. with those who the actor becomes 1ndirectly involved with :

and have some’ influence in the shaping of roles, generally counter f:

roles outside the team as indicated in Figure 6 Within S _f_ffp
'the social structure, each of the counter roles have a signi- ;fi'yg o

f ficant degree of influence in the socialization process of‘tolenwf

>‘16nactment.’ Figure 6 illustrates which counter rqges are.

most significant, and those which are: least signq%icant

.Ybehavior are those of internal relationships., he unconscious?”
A

g'shaping of vﬁlesiwi L r ;egv} igﬁﬁg;eagest impetus from team- .

‘f'ﬁi_when they pYOJeCt th%ir l'7lli‘.iflif;iih




Acoverage may attract the attention of

affect the behavior of the actor, especially at the pre-pro-

v

-

fessional-level. For example,dthe infléence of professional

"scouts'" on juniors is great because of a major concern to

e . r

the.players potential future as a'professionaL hockey . player.

"scouts", consequently
: . ,

they come out to observe the player who is attracting the .

a4

press . Again the total structure of‘external counter rolés-"

: is illustrated in Figure 6.

In summary, the chapter reviewed the formal organization

f‘of‘amateurpand_professional hdckey.in relatidn to the various o

levels and'classificatiOns. The four.dis%inct levels'were_’
6,‘ : A e
minor, pre professional, ‘semi- professional and major pro--
S

‘fessional» ‘The- controlling body of amateur hockey is the

Canadian Amateur Hockey Association along with its provin—

cial governing associations, and the controlling body of. pro-'__i

fess1onal hockey is the National Hockey League and the World

. Hockey Assoc1ation It is evident that the objectlves and T

<

: philosophies of professional hockey all converge to those'"l“

b.sented A brief discussion of the role sets and the rela—“flffl;“ B

dictated by these two bodies.:

The chapter also reviewed the social structure of pro— o

fessional hockey as it exists today. Since the study utilized‘-_ kfuf,-

'\4

the role analysis method in its description of profess(onal
. R {

hockey,»an overview of the roles and counter roles was pre—’?

tionships between roles introduced the process whereby players

*fﬂ‘ﬂ acquire violent roles. Role relationships were divided into»'

A o
ST LA

82"

The media is also highly regarded at this level, in that, wide ‘(



a

C e

two categories; internal and external, and both were significant

- in the‘sﬁaping and maintaining of roles, The intention of the

chépter was‘to'present a broad picture of the Hockey scene and

~ bew the roles and counter roles fit togethérj The forthcoming

chapter wiIl'be foéused on the “socialization process of the
professional hockey player toward violent-oriented roles, and

Al
t

comprehensive study. of.each role,’

83



-ftip‘function and operate efficiently, professional hockey caters to

. CHAPTER V
THE VIOLENT ROLES IN THE PROFESSIONAL

v - HOCKEY SCENE

™

In recent'years the.role.oflthe violent prone competitiVe~
hockey-player'has become more‘predominant The purpoii of this
-chapter is to describe the unofficial roles. which ‘have influenced
violent'and aggressive behavior<in pre-professional and;profes;
~slonal hockey. The.author will define and discuss in some detail

the characteristics and interactions'of the Violent—oriented
. g

_roles which were introduced in the previous chapter. The chapter

P

'will also attempt to explain the socializafion processes whereby

:the roles are acquired and maintained, and the role conflicts which

~‘occur between the various roles and counter roles

R}
T I. THE VIOLENT RQLES . -

L

'.Violence”has'always beén‘a part~of-hockey and;the roles dis-

‘played by the players are not new. SinCe the~cry for blood and

K .violence has become louder, emphasis on the violent role portrayal

:,fhas increased The general opinion of the hockey crowd is that

.
-,

violence is a part»of the.game", and the list of violent‘actions

-A

;excludes few players (Weiler 1973) ' It is not certain why thds

..... S

"aspect of the game has increased but there has been general concern

--that a major influence has been spectator demand : Iqﬁprder to

-~

'?“,_the masses o Lua'}y*‘V,- ;g"f;'_7 fw'r;‘bvf'f" ij“He"



* labels or names have been given fo the'players eitherahy the ‘peers,
) * : ; »\ . . A 3 o

g

o - . .
& ’

When' the author introduced the_varipus roles in Chapter IV,
« . . y . Y . ¢

a ! » t ‘
. Jdistinct labels or names were attached to each. - These unofficial .

Dﬁc’ o ) e . t

"spectators or players themselves,'and carryﬂwith them a connotation

of violence that become attached to the players that are sQ de-

’ scribed The importance of this type of player to their respective

_ " them that, were generally cons1dered a rare commodity in the hockey world

L

. teams has oftbn drawn rave reﬁiews from the attendant press corps .

~question. _ o 3

L

.~“‘ '_ ! gt g . . .
R e e

or team publicistSu

Prior to the'early 196Q's, these Specialists, 1f we may call

’

-

In fact -some teams did not employ such players,'suggesting that o

.

skill and finesse could win over brawn and muscle.« Until recently'

'this in fact had some merit« TLet us turn to. the Narious roles in«l

X ) 8 . V?Q PN ‘. . ;‘;'
‘The Policeman R

The policemap , as the’ term implies, is the "enforcerg or " o ;

x!‘e v

"protector ) It is: the Job of- the policemen" to protect their

t teammates. The chief characteristics of the policeman are ;l

<;is,,they have built a reputation as being very tough" physi-

hiS’"toughness and the ability to "handle himself" . That 1'

RN

. cally and very adept at "fighting These players are highly

respected by opposition players for their "brutal" talents.' Quite

often thﬁse players will seldom have o "fig"

reputation they have developed Not too .man cemen have

. . ‘
the reputation of 1osing fights, and the opposi"io 'are-gener—v

[ L
Dl .

ally aware of - this fact. e 7."fdh";Tg;:A>‘j;,;,f7.:'

As the enforcer °¥<fﬁfefecf9#"1gt is"the_"policeman'S"‘job_,,.- s

se of the f3."
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to look after teammates who gfe not responsible 6f of ten capable,
physically, for this type of aLtion. For example, the “éoal scorers"
and ”playmakérs" have distinct roles apart from that of a "muscle-
man". So tﬁéﬁ theée "other" spécialists ﬁay become effective in

their deéignated roles, it is necessary to provide protection from

the opposition. It is the trend in hockey to attempt to contain -or
\ ) Cogmer L P

control the "goal scorers" and "playmakers' by "out mdscling" them.
- N .
It has become\Ehe job of the "policeman" to -counteract this tactic,

either directly or indirectly. The difept method would be to en-

i

~gage 1in "fisticuffs" or "step in" when the occasion called for such
R » ' .

.o~

..éctisp. The indirect method would have the "policeman" continually

"hitting"‘the opposition, consequently the oppdsition would be
watching out for thé onliceman"; thus aftracting the attention away

from his teammates. This is one reason why teams attempt to have

four or five "policemen" on the team. This énables them to have at

least one "policeman" on the ice at all-times. This is why "police-

men" ‘Have a regular position on the Yeam. The "policemen" generally
v Al _ e _

_possess tﬁe required talents which warrapt a regular shift, and are

P

. : ’ /
not expected to score many goals. e

The Goon

Many followers of the game feel that the role of-"policeman"!
is synonymous to that of a "godn”.A Although often refﬁte& among

the hockey followers, there is a distincsion betweén the two roles.

. The role of "goon”~is’somewha§@moré physical and has a lower status

than that of a "policeman". .The sole forte of a "goon'" is "fighting" '
‘ : : o : . _ - g » N
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and the Infliction of violence. Hts hockey -talents per §e'are less
refined.and his presence on the hockey team is striétly for .'"muscle'.
The title of "éoon" is usually restricted to the locker room pri-
ma;ily becauge of its' intellectdil cénnotati@ns. The interpreta-
tion is often misléading among hockey fans, therefofe, pl%yers of.
this. status are sensitive regarding tﬁe mention of this térm in
éuEliq,‘ No player wants to be labelled a "gobn”; eQen thoLgh he
ﬁight possess all the péceséary charaﬁteristics. There appears to be
‘a "distasteful" stigma attached tovthé title of "gouvn'. Players feel
‘that to be labelled a '"goon" is down—érading to their self-image
ana.personal»pride. In contrast to the role of "policeman", no
player opeﬁly admits to being a "gqon", eVep if the mass majority

of opposition apd medié acknowledge this fact.

The ''goon" does not take a reguiar shift and 1is used‘énly épar~
‘lhgly, usually wﬁen‘the action on'fhe ice “gets OutAOf hand" qr to
"settle a score" with an opposiﬁg player. .The‘"gobn”’does nét»‘
rate with the ”ﬁolicéman" as far as talent is concerned. When the
"goons" becomebmore‘adept at their“héckey ski}ls théy'are ﬁnoffi—
cially prémotéd to the role of "poliéemenf. The'ma;n differgncg
‘befween the "goon" and "policem?n"'is the dégreg'éf taignt. The

"policéman” contributes more to the team than the "goon" because

.

he is more versatile, ability-wise; TThe'team.bnlyfemployé.One,' N

3

and poséibly‘fQO'"goons" during the season; due to the fact that’
it is not economically feasible to have too many - "non-regulars”,

: espeCiail§,with the highrsalaries being paid to brofeésionals‘to—

day. .It is more -common td'see'"goons".iﬁ the preFEfofeééioggl level
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since high salaries are non-existent. Algo, this level has a

wider discrepancy in player talent, thus there are more opportun-
: 2 . .

ities. for "goons" to be functional. . The "goon" may also be re-
T . B 3

ferred to as a "hit-man", a self-explanatory term.

.

"3

The Intimidator

.

webster's oictionary defines intimidation as, ''thie use of
thTeats or violence to‘influence theAactions of another; the con-
dition of'being frightenedlby'threats."
w
This definition is” somewhat of an overstatement when referring

to intimidation-in hockey, although influence of_the.actions of

another certainly otcurs. Athletes at the professional 1eye1 sel-

actions ¢an be influenced’by threats of violen; behavior, If
-during the course of the hockey game a player 1is being intimi—
Adated by an opposing player, his style of play 1is often unques-
tionably altered,geither enhancing his play or detracting from 1t.
Obviousiy thevobjective'Bf'the opposition is to attenpt-to cause
a deterioration of performance; |

_ Physical intimidation has always-been»present"in_hockey,.pri'L

marily because it is a'physicalebody contact sport; Historically,

-some forms of intimidation haVevalways pIayed a'major role in the

final'outCOme of'gamesa From very minute. forms of figurative
intimidation to grotesque threats of violence, intimidating tactics

have had 'some influence»in game results Since the "intimidators"

_usually possess the physical characteristics of the policemen.cor

"goon", support has been given that "fighting" has been recognized
. , . ‘

>

o f

dom become "frightened" or "afraid";ibnt it is true that their N\ .



as the chief manifestation of intimidation. The ultimate goal of

) the.”intimidator' is to provide attack, whereby the opposing plaver
is '1ured” into a fight or some form of retallation and 1in doing
so is penalized. Many "intimidators" utilize this strategy to
eliminate talented players.from the game., This often puts the
opposition at a distinct»disadvantage.

Through contrdlledjand delibetate'nse ofvphysical intinidation
the skillful ”intimidatots" strive»to'remain.within the legaa boun-
daries ofathe ptesent‘rhle structure. This is an excellent ekanple
of "rule-governed" violénee which has become ev1dent in ﬁﬁbfessional
hockey. Presently, the rules .are designed and enforced 80 that the
”intimidator is put in an advantageous position.‘ There_will be »
.'nore light shed on the effect of intimidation and its telationvto

‘violent roles later in the thesis.

The Antagonizer

lntinidation does:not necessarily always culminate'in fighting
or the use Of‘"scare" taeticsf fMany‘players use more'subtleQ casual
forms of intlmidagépn which ate not of the . overpowering nature. féé;
.tics such as Jabbing, holding, interferring, and the occasional high.
Sthk are just a few in‘their repertoiretg-lhe objective of such
.players is to infuriate and/or frustrate their opponents enough to
distract them from playing their.normal game or take needless ren
taliating penalties “ -

Skillﬁd.t ntagdnizers who have played professi&nally for a

few years develop a sixth sense when choosing their victim. They

-
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know who can be antagonized and who cannot, when to antagonize and

{

where. The "antagonizer' knows that frustrating and'arousing the ) N '

.

wrong players to an increased tempo can sometimes prove disastrous.
Having some players become infuriated.or angry often’inspires them

to play harder, conséquently oreating a disadvantageztor your team.

That is;~during the course of the.professional hockey"season (75v
games or more) blayers_with outstanding ability periodically play
somewhat lethargically. Possibly they are tired, not‘inspired,'and
are not.”psyched upd.for a'particnlar game. ‘Established “antagon—
: izers”lare'amare'of this and'uSually\leave them alone, hoping they

.- . woy

will continue to play in’their lethargic manner.. Coaches will

often instruct their players not to antagonize player "M of the.

| ' - . L sy A

opposition - in other Words,'do_notg"wake him up”. Some players
reqnire.a solid "bodycheck" or violent behavior to "get into the

"game”.. Therefore, the antagoniierﬂimust be careful in his_selec:

.\

tion of opposition players.i

)y"

A characteristlc or what some might call a tendency that gen-
erally all .antagonizers possess is the gift of the tongue:,

‘Once the antagOnizer “has attracted the attention ‘of an opposing
! h ‘ ‘ ’

player, he will start a verbal battle to: incense retaliation.

It. should be noted that . the “stream of language is not usually of

1

,Athe complimentary variety. In Short- the ”antagonizer attempts
\' . ' D . .
to ' call down" his- opponent by degrading verbal attacks. He tries

: \ . . L i
L to get his goad Being-called-"yellow "chicken shit”.and.so'f . /
forth are but a few phrases which might aggravate or- incense the J,.

;Opposition. Some players revert strictly to word of mouth" when o




K

tt comes to antagonizing and never have any intentions of defending

“thelr accusations. Slnce' thls particular player rarely defends

himse1f~physically; he usually requires help frém his teammates to
. - e A .
lend support; which might come from the "policeman' or "goon'".

This type of "antagoniaer".is very good.at starting trouble but
. -. . ’ ’ A . .

cannot sfinish it. Quite of ten teammates.become disenchanted with

this form of intimidation'because:the”“antagonizer" seldom‘reﬁeives

_any physical punishment as'a result of his initial attack "The ~

-
)

general rule of’ thumb'’ is that "if you cannot bahk up~¥our inten-
--tions,,do not get involved." Occasmonally there ar teams who

'Ahave players willing to ”back up" this type of "antagOnizer , .par—-

ticularly if the antagonizer is%? valuable member of t e team,
either as a goal scorer or checker The above form of\antag—'
onistic behavior could be classified as ”figurative violenc\

In the unofficial hierarchy of violent roles, the verbal antagon—

izer would rank very low. on the scale, lose to: the "stickman or

" "hatchetman".

The Stickman,

The stickman sometimes.reférred to as thex"hatchetman”,j

_are players who use their hockey stick as a weapon to inflict

N

’ tic of violence are possibly the most hated men in hockey When_

'discussing acts of violent behavior with players and executives

~

of the professional and junior 1eagues,_it was found that they

,vv1olence on their opponents Players who utilize this brutal tac-.ly“'

'felt the most serious were those involving the stick For example,ki

. . . - . ' 4 .
v o A . . . . : ) AR A2
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"spearing”, "slashing", "butt-ending, and "high-sticking" were

considered the moét serieus. Any behaVior mhereby players can

" be seriously injured\as.a”result of illegal use of the stick.
. \\ . ’ .

Some of the most.severe injuries in hockey'haue occurred as 4
. - \ . .
\\ N '\

result of ”stick—wieldin&“ inCidentsr One only has to be reel
minded of the Green—Maki”;ncident (frayne 1974) As a result

, thehhocke; careers of thé t;o combatants were jeopardized severely;
one through a fractured ekull; and the other through the stigma ‘ 'l.
attached to him 1in the aftermath ) k |

_Players are very reluctant~to talk ahoutjthe‘ﬁstickman"; bdt
.; they all know who they are, and when‘nlaying agalnst them become,:
 conscious ot their whereabouts at-all'tlmes They like ‘to catch

onposing players ‘of guard and especially when the’ referee has

!

hie‘back to-them. The 'stickman" 4s not- usually physically over-
powering and rarely drops his stick when confronted with the tra-
‘ditional procedure of "fisticuffs” ' He~considers it-his equaL—

izer. over - muscle . An example of this occurred recently in the

K
maJor professional leagues

| During the course of . the hockey game Player R and ~e
} Player F were having their.own personal feud with
Co each other. "At -one. point ‘of the game 'R" followed
i "F" into the.end of the rink and deliberately,.
. 1. with his stick, raised above legal limits, "R}
- g,_ rammed into g, Player "F" did npt retaliate
| “with his stick.  But, promptly,,dropped his gloves
i »to. the ice 'and indicated that he was qnite pre- 27
- . pared to settle this busineés with his bare fists
‘,j, . Player "R" wanted no part of fisticuffs, Keeping
.7 his stick, in his. hands, he made deliberate attempts jj
_ . to spear'"F" in the face with the pointed blade of
7 his srick | e ,




A _hockey player 1earns~yery quickly't

T :and otherwise'

It should be noted that Player 'R" was_ the instigator of the
.entlre.pasviﬁ'Thh’nboye case study typifios tho role’of the ~
”stickman”. fhls type of pldyer is not generdlly tolerated among _

playfrs and is- often ostracized in a very short time. . These players

) -~ . o

‘ gais usually of fairly low calibre from a skill standpo1nt and arer .-

;usually found 1n seml professional leagues Players resorting to
this'type of behavidr*become 'marked men in the major 1eagues (NHL
sndeHn) Players do ;not’ wish to have their career ended by means‘

-

. of a.sticka»._m

o
-

II; SOCIALIZATION PROCESS IN PRE PROFESSIONAL

AND PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY :

This section will deal mainly Oith the ﬁre—professional and
;?professional levels of North American hpckey, although a. brief
ndlscussion of minor age group hockey will be included._ Within eachh?ﬂ;

...

.level the’ study w111 review the induction and maintenance process:'“ﬁ

'{of violent roles This section will also attempt to explain the f;;;r,fl;lﬁr_;f

infl“ence Of COU“teT roles on the yiolent ‘roles". L&Ffus'“.:

'=f,turn1to¢the'process by whicb players”assume;theﬁvariogs rolesu\j;gf”»"

"ﬁEarly Socialization‘?atterns in Hock;z
5 B a,

The process of induction starts ashearly as 12 years of age..g

OWith the advent of television and other reinforcements,rthe youngff

o

he'sport roles both violentfégf

"in hockey During childhood an adolescence, therf




'.‘influential and‘most frequentlv imitated:models'are those who:: -

available to them

aal because these youngsters .are unaware of ‘the ramifications

.

Y

wr‘p_arents', coaches!'peers and significant‘rolé modelS), The'most

e

'arephighly successful' highly visible and'who appear to‘belin C

8

,a pretigious p051tion in the sport structure It.isaduringfthis; j-”

? o L . »

- .stage that young hockey players become qiare ofvtheivarious roles

Cy .

3

(lassification of young players into categories is not. practi-

X

inyoluéd. TolclaSsify'a youngSter,“a "goon'', "intimidator",

'étickman is somewhat unfair and unjust Pephaps the process

e

Agstarts at an early,age, but ‘only in a very subtle form: An inclin-

{ ation to- behave as so- called policeman at this early age. usually

.

J}lresults from'being-an ‘arly maturer . Skilled athletes often will

| _start their maturation proces@‘earlier than normal (M.F. Smith 1974) .

) Some parents and coaches start teaching the players subtle methods

‘For their age group they are’ often heavier, taller, ‘and thus

stronger-. Since akaardness and 1ack of coordination.are,a common: -

trait during.this-period, boys-must depend~upon_their size and - ¢

i

vE&trength to stand them in.gOOd stead with theirlpeersv It isi
3goften at an early age that many - players learn the advantages of
"ﬁtheir size and how it can best be used as an aSSet to their per-

i formance.:~¥~" ' ' _f T _.. s

As previously mentioned, the process of induction usually

“starts at.the midget age level Here the competition is generally

‘

"of higher calibre and the emphasis on winning increases greatly

v

(

:of physical coercion. The conditions and valdes of sportsmanship

DA
T e ek

ﬁ/;t:,-.



o

(S

_\

" and fair play are often overshadowed by the win-at-all costs

"the checking aspect of the sport (M.D, Smith;-l972, 1974, Vaz, 1974;

,Vaz and Thomas 1973). Within’the'pasthfewkyears_there have- been - -

tively non—aggressive style of hockey, "C mon guys, we re not out;

knock somebody-down out there we! re playing like sissies.. The »_/cg

95 N\

syndrome. = The major mqtivating factor in playing the game changes

from affiliation to that of achievement. Webb (1969) found that

v

‘as boys increase in age there was an increase in the importance N

placedvon1skill and success and-a decrease in the importance-

| ) . - - M p ., .
placed in their play. 'As cited in the review of literature, R
many coaches and parents want their players and sons respectively

to(play an aggressive violent style of hockey The 15 and 16

year.olds are now being introduced to the ”finer points of the

game. ‘Extensive research into the minor hockey social structure
.indicates that minor coaches do'in“fact promote and teach reactive _
- aggressiveness, and subtle_forms of'violence, rather than con-=

“trolled,aggression.which is an essential_part of hockey, especially

e ) . ) . "

vi countless newspaper articles, reports etc which attest to the

P

fact that.mlnor hockey is facingva problem with violence, It'is

" not thevpurposerof this section totquote articles referring to this.

-

recurring problem however the author would like to cite one inci—

~

dent which typifies the problem During the past Season a midget

. hockey coach remarked to»his charges w?o were performingfa rela—‘

hereqfor the good of our health let 8. start playing the body .o

author in observation felt that the youngsters ‘were playing an

j7enjoyablevgame.» However, it becomes ironic when coaches intimate»

e



‘the game.

%junior‘"A”'level One only has to attend a junior ”A" hockey M

- 96

. to their players that hockey is not good for their health. It

only becomes healthy whegLrough aggressive play is instilleghin ‘
. N . . \

- ]

In summary, most sport roles are learned via imitatign_of
others who a}ready occitpy ' the role, This.imitation-occurs within’
the family, the.peer group; ano the'minor sport organization and
is. reinforCed by .significant others such'as parents,~coaches,

Al

stblings and'peers.

Pre—professional Soéial}zation

In our Canadian system the player at the age of seventeen 1is

'ready for induction into-a subculture whose primary objective is

to. win and 1ndirect1y to produce profesionally bound hockey play-

ers. Recruits into this milieu undergo a socialization in which
4

' they receive eyer increasing 1nJunctions to vauire a fepertoire

"fof a3saultiVenskills as "tools’of the-trnde". If the player wants

Lot

to continue in competitive hockey he now must conform to expecta- .’

tions put upon him by his COach peers and often hy parents.';Not, v

conforming to'this standard will result in unpleasantness and

}pOSSible‘withdrawal from the game, or‘at least from the major

-

J

training camp. to verify this fact
"By the time players reach junior hockey they have become

. »totally familiar with the norm to be aggressive at all times._ The

" degree to which a player becomes aggressive will constitute whether

or not he possgsses violent tendencies. Other,factOrs Such‘aS'

e
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]
'frustration, tolerance'of hostility and angergf/ stinctual be-
havior of the individual, and previous learning experiences pla?
a vital role in determining assaultive.behavior. Many junior
-hockey players zomet}mes enter the game with a predisposition to -
:_aggressive bahaviq;r The player has strong aggressive habits
due to prior learning experiences. Playérs will frequently have
a history of violent behavior as a’snall child, and throhghout
their childhood there-may have been a contignaldapproval of
aggressiverbehavior. Since the‘player has a natural history of
overt_aggression it would be safe to assone that his_aqtions on
the ice'nay be aggreSSSion4oriented. |

Socialization into ?roles“ involves.positivefandfnegative
reinforcehent from significant "others”.4 At_theijunior level
the significaﬂt "ot ers'' are the“coach‘ teammates, peers aﬂh'
‘parents. Vaz (1972) noted that physical aggression, especially
fighting, 1s normative, institutionalized behavior~1earned viav"
socialization, and is part of‘the role expectations of. the player
:As avresult under certain conditions the failure to fight or
retaliate is negatively rewarded by the significant others .'
If during the game ‘an aggressive player by chance becomes involved o
in_a fight and subSeqaently is the viCtor;-he isusnallyfreWarded |
'hy his coach'and teammatesu. Having‘won the fight‘the player:has
| .gained some individual confidence and a taste of victory which

could very likefy enhance his motivation to fight again. Since EREN

the’ player was rewarded for his endeavours, the readiness to
S : : , S



‘,rbe notéd that the above process does not only pertain to fighting

; professionaI' 'scouts" evaluation report. It appears that cur-
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, . -

A . . -
fight when confronted in the same manner is heightened. 1In a .

matter of time“the'playerfs aggressive impulses are triggered
. . .

more readily; and more situations are-seen as ca]lin&sfor assaul-
: . g

tive responses. ‘The player cont&nually being the victor in
fights has gained a measure of respect from his fellow teammates

v <
as well as a degree of cognitive support from the spectators.,

Once the player has shown he can "handle himself" in the fights,

his teammates now expect him to fight whepever the opportunity
. . R - ~ &

‘arises. The player now has peer pressure to engage in fights

\

or in effect, to become the "policeman" or goon . It should

<1

«

‘but also to other forms of assaultive behavior. ‘ -

Much of junior'hockey seems to have become a "breeding ground"

of assaoltive behavior. Fighting in junior”hockey appears to be
the most instrumental form of assaultive behavior used. Players

entering this level of the game feel that fighting is vital to °

2y

' ensuring-advahcemént to proféséiohallcareers. Ninety per_cent

-

_of the playerq are playing solely for draft purposes, and must

impressvthe professional 'scouts". The junior players are well

aware of the~qUalities,androrfteria whichr 'scouts'" vie to selecc 4

'.potentlal prospects._ Beihgv”tooéh" has a”great influence on what . .

: professional team drafts a player and how high he goes in the

b

nnual selection of over—age juniors.

The thinking of junior hockey players is portrayed in the

. rently of orimary.concerh_to the_"scout" is("hdw\hig“is*the player",

- .
: -



~ 99
"is he tough', how many minutes in penalties does he haye, can
he "handle himself" in the 'rough going", and is he aggressive

t

and "mean''.  After reviewing these credentials the "scout' will
N i

then furn to passing, puck hahd;ing and goal scoring ability.

THe philosophx of most profeSﬁignal.teams.is that, it 1is mugy
easier to inicil and teach young players the latter, bﬁt vefy
difficult to teach and fiﬁd players with the former qualities.
After reviéwing a recent major professional draft 1ist (Toronto .
Toros, May, 1974) the author thpugﬁt the list resembled nqméé
from a boxing promoter's fight ‘card. The top seven players were
al1 over 190 péunds. “When commenting~to the general manager as
to she irony of the '"fight card", his reﬁly was, "We want them’
b1g‘0refer;ing>to the juniors)‘agd 'fough' next,year.:.we;ll .
téaéh them to skate ;ﬁd shoot." This wouid likely be a'Lypiéaih
response of the majority ;f‘general maaégefslgurrénf¥y In”ﬁ?o; -
fessional hockéy.. A coach of a réteqt Stanley Cup ‘championship

team was asked what factors he would cite as being most instru-
L) - ) ned . ,r\-‘;. .

mental in their recent éaccbss.: One of the factors mentioned
was, ''when other‘proféssional teams wére drafting 'goal scorérs'
and the best Junlor§.ava11able, our team was . draftlng_%&aye;é:
“gith si%é and who were ' tough' (Toronto Star, ﬁay, 1974) ‘
The tran51t10n of drafting blg tough" pl \yers instead of
the best players avallable over the past. fewﬁyear ‘has - added a
‘new .dimension to the éame. in dlscu551ng this matﬁgr witﬁ a |

highly talented junior, J:H., he felt that;
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Jf you're being puq!ocfﬂ?puhd, you go late in the
draft. Bequgq _lrTs a matter of personal pride..
the pro 'scouts’ expect you to have the ability to
take care/of/yourself on the ice. If another is
'out muébling you haven't got a chance of impressing
(1#7, 1973).
At/a recent tournament of pre-professional hockey players, one

S

~"of the coaches was approached by many "scouts'. The chief concern

of every "scout" was how "tough' were the players, could they

"handle themselves"
Impressing the prafessional "scouts' is a major reason for

e

assaultive behavior, but there‘are other reasous. J.H. feels

that fighting is beneflcial for team morale he states'

I1f someone backs down from a fight it's not good for
team morale. . look like a fool, the team looks
foolish and thed all the team spirit is shot. Some-
times if your teammates does a good job on another
" player it fnakes you feel good and want to play
_harder (J.R., 1973). o

N

‘Another talented forward in major junior hockey lddks at the

brawls that infest league play as being part of the game, and
preparation for playing profeesionallyQ
- “You have to play rough to be in the game . The sport !
/" is "tough",..this league (referring to major junior)
especially s0...s0 if you don't stand up for your-
 self, you're a goner. -There's a lot.of guys in the
'1eague who have hot tempers and short fuses and
they'll fight over anything. Other quy s can't
control themselves and go crazy in rough games.

o - Most of all, though, a good fight is enjoyable. =

There's nothing like swinging it out with a guy .
_who's giving you ‘trouble (A.W. 1973)

Many players believe that fightlng and rough aggressive play

.is part of a team's image.- D.J., forward with a.major junior

team, feels that his team won a lot of games because of ﬁour

@ -
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: reputation'as being tough and intimldating The general con-
sensus among the juniors, from the intervieWS, is that fighting

and the use of casual violence, rather thanvjeopardizin§’tbeir

career, will enhancé it. The juniors feel that there 1is never

any negative sanctions placed upon them t6 stop using assaultive
behavior. ”The majority of juniors feel that they are expécted to}
fight as' part of their. role as a hockey pléyer. The above»quotes
.exemplify a large portion 6f thé-boys pléying’major'junior hO%?ey.

X
At the‘pré—profeSSional level, the coach, plays a dominant x

. : 1 :
role in the socialization process. Junior coaches realize that

they must win plus provide hockey players for.the professionalg,
pecahse indi;ectly it is'economically beneficial to his hockey
téam.(in the way df draft mdney). ‘The philosophy.énd attitudes
of the coach 1is often-feflected py hisfplayers. Tﬁe-jhnior
coaéﬁ.is a&are of what proféssiézgi teams want-in thé way of
future érOSpects: When discussing';hé‘merits of assaultive -

* behavior and its affect on the jﬁnior‘player, with a coach of

i

a major junior team, he emphatically commented:

1 like big, 'rough', 'dirty' hockey playefs who
are super aggressive. ‘If the playercan’ 't handle
himself, get out!- A junior hockey player in .
his last year of eligibility has to have these :
‘qualities if he is going to make a professional
career in hockey...the'money nowadays 1is going to ' )y,
the 'tough', 'rough' players. .Look at the 1974
draft: the big players ‘all got drafted because
of their size, not ability. The small finesse -
- hockey players were shunted aside and went very
low in the. draft (Junior coach 1974)
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One of the prerequisites that a junior Coach looks for is
¢ .
fighting ahllity among, his players and'it'appears that all juniors
sense this upon entering this level., Nowadays it .is not uncommon
to.attend a Junior A training camp and witness numerous-fights.
The tralner of a competitive junior'hochey tea% in a Canadian
city'repdrted to this author that upwards of a doaen fights .
‘would Qccur.during one full day of training camp, in whichvplayers
were vying for positions on the team' Playere lackinp the skilledl
talents per se will usually adopt a fighting attitude in order to
‘make»the team. Also dur1ng tnﬁining camp, fights have been deli-
berately "set-up' as character\tests.. If a player in training
campzhas not shown prOmiee as. a "scorer",:"play maher"hor'
i"checker",_manaéenent (which_includes the coach)_will test the -
' player;as'having anygpotential ae‘a"fighter or hpoiicenanﬁ. |
- In short,vlf you cannot.make %he‘team'on talent alone; you had
better be a.good-fighter. '
It>Was'brought to the ahthor's attention by’the juniors that‘

1

'some coaches have deliberately deeignated.certain playersl(usually‘
a "gOOn”.orlhpoliceman") to start.aifight wfthéan oppoeing pla;er.
'_In-jnnior hockey‘the players are‘yonng and eager to:please the |
v coach; regardlees of the logic behind his inStructions{ -Not~A

conformlng to the- coach s 1nstructions c0uld jeOpardize the play— '

ﬂ'ers’ career, and indifferences between player and ‘coach usually

a

) results in the player being.”benched.. The junior coach is ex-

':tremely 1nf1uent1a1 in a yunior hockey players _career.and_the :
N “ . - \'\e

.
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players real ze'this fact,.conscqucntly thoy wlllﬁobey anq‘follow
orders of the coach. .Most.of the juniorslareiafraid to question
the coach's logic behind his actiong; Since many of the junior
’ coaches_are former professional stars,'the juniors appear at tines
to'idolize'their coach and fecl they must/be right in all their
| decisions. ' ) ¢ . |

Often Junior coaches instigate drllls to‘find'out how "tough"
players are’ o, in some.cases, to-teach and develop a rough"
aggressive style of4play. An appropriate label for these drills
might be called courage drills 'They are also utilized as a
method for eliminating the undesirableshf ‘That is; it.detects
players who do.hot have the;desire‘or,"character" to play a
A tough" physical game . Hopefully, these "drills" will "weedb~
out" any players who cannot withstand or- handle",the style-of
play condoned in najor Junlor hockey- After participating in
a few ' courage drills » many ‘players "drop out” without being
told or humiliated in front of. their peers ) Examples of
l courage drllls” would be; (1 players skating into the boards
.without stopplng'at-three—quarters speed (2) players skating
_ into the corner for'thejpubk'with another“playerf(usually'a'large-il
defenseman) charging‘from behind to:hnock the;firSt player.in: :
ioff the puck. This w0uld be simllar to a charging penalty,

(3) two players put in a "face off" circle without gloves and

‘ stick and the. obJective is to see which player can physically

7overpower'therther_out of the c1rcle by any means, and’ (4)
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"liking, thus the original purpose of the drills‘are,distorted_or

players, the Junior teams are doing the same It appears that

104

‘hav1ng three players. continually attempting to knock one player \>

down, with and~w1thout-the puck It should be noted ‘that these

CMdrills” can be bencficial and useful 1if done properly What

often ‘happens 1is that coaches manipulate the "drllls" to their

lost. - When done viciously they become "character tests' as

" previously described

Often players at the junior level become socialized or inducted
into the role of policeman ;' goon", or "intimidator" because
of'their‘large, mesomorphic body'type; For this reason.alone'they';i
are automatically expected to adopt the role of 'enforcer",
especially by their teammates Players who weigh 200 pounds and
are 6 2" 1n height find it extremely difficult to justify a!
_passive- style of play Rather than adopt the label of - being

chicken or - scared , the player conforms to'peer_expectations,
as well as the‘coach’s‘ekpectatiOns. sSi;ce the;number,of.highly : fﬁ

. . .

skilled'.talented players at this:level,are 1imited;gthe~junior

' coach usually select large mesomorphic players to help compen—

satetfor their lack ofvtalent Now that some major professional
teams have become successful by employing large physical" -
they are. sacriflcing speed and finesse for muscle

Also of great importance in the shaping of roles is the in— ;’:M

_ fluenc8 that. peers, both playing and,non—playing, have on player ,1fr~;f.l

‘expectation; The signlficance of peer influepce is far greater
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in-junior hockey than in professional hockey.nWéD. Smith (1972) found

<

that junior hockey players receive‘a great deal of'approval for . P
aggressiVe acts from their non—playing friends. _Non—playingipeers

" tend to give prestige to players on the.basis'of aggressive and _<\
vidlent behavior. | a |

The significance of_non;playing peers is notvas‘evident-as

. othersrbecause they are‘more isolated from observation, as they
inf luence the private Iives of the players. ‘It wOuld seem"that
: both teammates and non—playing friends equate ,toughness"‘and

aggressive behavior with that of ‘a prestigious position. More

‘attention is given to players who adopt the ”tough” violent role

. .than to’ players who score goals, especially by the non—playing

. peers. . T L ; - - .
In North America our society dictates the tehavior. of yOung

hockey players and is instrumental in the formation of violent

g.

roles A Substantial quantity of ass‘ultive behavior and/orv

the induction of violent roles stem fr_m what this author refers

\

Ato‘as the maseulinity syndrome . Jnnii players look at. violence

as a:;sharacter‘contést”; wherebyione mus""shOW themselves
(Fanlkner, 19?15 CALYL players, naturally,‘want to be treated
.[w1th respect and establish a positﬂwe ident ty Fighting ability .
'and toughness » are ah importance means of d'ing so
' lf players do not retaliate aggressivelybthemselves they‘
feel that it is a reflection on their masculinity The hockey fight

_serves as-‘a kind of "masculinity rite" whereby young males can



L enter jnto manhood (M.D, Smith, 19745. lt'is not practical in' our
' present'society togback down from a fight or turn.your back on an
”intimidator“ ‘Plavers who do so are quickly branded.as "chicken"
on- stigmatized so that they quit the game competitively or until
they show they can fight and handle the‘ rough going . 'Some

: observers feel that much-of. the heroics in junior hockeybis a

game of “bluff";\and that some players adopt violent roles through

| this tactic. This strategy is harder to maintain as. competition
increases‘and players advance into the professional ranks. It

is morevcommon among the juniors and,playersvnith large mesomor-

phicrbodv tvpes as previouslv describeu. / |

_When describing the socialiZatiOn process at'the pre~profes;A

._sional:level,;one?cannot_overlook the influential factors that =~

spectators and'the media'have on violent behavior.” Previous re*l

'search indicates that spectators have the most significance at »
the. pre professional leVel especially the minor level M, D Smith,

'i'l%112g> This is understandable, because the majority of spectators

are‘usually.close friends or‘parents,kwhereas-the majority_of

i e

'spectators at the professional level are“therehsolelyhto be .
1;{é§£entéiﬁéd andlare'not;really.concerned.uith thefweliare:of
"f.the player e ‘_ o .; ~:é’ h tb. :'». v;'i;h Ef.<'?

. During the interviews with junior‘hockey players most of
’them felt the use of violence (mainly physical assault) for fan
"appreciation did exist.v The'typical response waS'. .
fMost of them (tans) come td the games just Eo see -E:.
somebody get killed...If the ~game is one-sided or ,ggv

o very boring usually one of the players (very often
-, “the "policeman" or goon") will gtart something, -

106
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,usually in the way of a fight :We‘knouithe fans want
it, so we. glve it to them Y‘A - o

,-) -~ : L . oL
Reliable data regarding the influence .of - spectators on.

'players conduct is limited but there is an’ element of credi~
‘ bility in the belief that some‘of‘the violence is a response tq

vtheldemands of the onlookers (M.ﬁp Smith,l1972); Spectators very

- : o [ : .
often go home disappointed when they fail to witness a fight or

"rough" game. Today junior hockéy‘appears-to be Synonymous with
ﬁrough"-play There are junior hockey franchises which have |
strong reputations for being physical and "tough", and consee
quently they'readily resort to assaultive_behayior.‘ One‘junior‘

commented thati "he had played'in the 1eague for'two-years and

1

: never once was there a fight ~free game in city "y, f When askedA

. to explain why, he replied ";..well.they had a rough" and big
| ¥

_ club, but I think it was bedause of the fans, - they expected

'_to see a fight and the players know it One junior remarked

~ "...in some cities the fans cheer louder when somecne fights or

(VN

taKes a punishing 'Check' than they do for a goal " Person—

ality factors (Bandura and Walters, 1973 M D SMith 1974) also’ f

‘determine how much the players become affected by the spectators.;

Some players naturally become affected by orowds while others

| adopt roles 1rregardless of the spectators : Some felt that

| :
ﬂthe mood atmosphere and emotions of the spectators dfffer from _

- city to city, thus affecting the degree of 1nfluence upon the

. ‘

':players It was generally agreed that the influence of specta—f'

'ftors does have SOme effect on how,players perform, and to some -
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extent on'what."role“ they_have'with the hockei team,

- The power,of the media is a most influencing methodvfor estab-g
lishing attitudes and'normsr(Wertham, 1969)._‘Many feel that the’
media is reSponsible for the influx.of violence inhhockeykand'
-therefore the media should accept'some'responsibility for abolishe
ing_violence, or.at leaSt-controlling'itr,_The various.media/have
fundamental:differences in their manner of technical production and
their distribution but as far as violencencontent and its effects
_are concerned, they may be con51dered together. In-hockey, thek
two most prominent means of media influenee are television and news-
paper reporting During the winter months hockey cah be obsqgved
Cat least twice a week and thls frequency increases during the :
h'play ogfs .One‘junior hockey coach in Western'Canada commented,
' ”Sinqe telev1sion has brought the NHL into Western Canada we've.
V'become very: well acquainted with flghting and burtality (Coaching
Association of Canada, Bulletin VI June, 1974 6) . i : h- .A;;a'f
L_ Junior players aspiring to play profesionally watch professionals‘“
on telev131on and attempt to emulate their behavior. Continually
-being rewarded and being considered as successful as the profes— g’x

: S .

v:sionals,aqe' the juniors often adOpt the roles" diaplaYEd at the -
- x'.v Q e é . .

‘”“professional-level Nowadays professional hockey 3§ mueh more

ﬁf exposed to the\public than it was a decade ago Sociolqg§Cdily,'

L,

"'Vthe hockey CUlture presents to many a model figure to°emulate and

- imodel methods ‘to follow.. With the expanded coverage bf television ;"‘

vy . .\

: many players are absorbing from ‘the’ media the idealization of



: 109
) j
violence. -Not the.associationrofAviolence with hostility, but that
which isygood‘and'right or that which has become an acceptable
torm of violence. This idealization works in two areas'»the gla-
mour of the v1olent act (assault in ho hey) and the- glorification.
of the player of ready violence ( policeman goon , .etc, ) Iden—
'ntification with a heroic figure - (professional hockey star) is one
of the: prominent means of learning, and an intricate part of. the
. \ , ,

socralization process whereby 'sport roles" are learned Recently

'.television has been giving equal time to the goal scorers"fand.

Vfighters‘...The role of the policeman and "intimidator is being -

vglamourizedhhy-tel;:ision, and has started to affect the thinking

iof young hockey players (Coaching Associauion June, 1974 6).

! At the junior level the newspaper media seems to. thrive on

the reporting of violence, possibly because it is. an effective

attention—getting device. Apparently, violence in athletics is

—{ an easy way to arouse interest w1n an’ audience and hold ie. o
: S 7

When discu551ng the effect of the newspaper with juniors, they all

.read the’ articles on the team and themselves, and,were concerned

with the press whether good or bad Some feel that the news-

.paper has the power to alter ones playing.style or encourage
:existing styles For exampleg when players continually read in-

the new5paper that they are. atgazd/tz rough it up”\ormgo into.u'
‘”l the corners, they ‘can’ subconscxously be intimidated by this press ,

i)

and subsequently start to play rough aggressive hockey to prove :-

: i,thatfthe newspaper has made an unfair judgememt.. When interviewing

o

,:1nformants, many fele that players us 'violence to enhance their : d
o2 . & i
= . o SN : .

= .



chances of making it in the newspaper, and in some cases on tele- .
vision, eince violence often appears to get excessive coverage.

The newspaper‘has'on occasion.nade celebrities out of "policemen"
and.”goqns".> Often_hpolicemen"'will receive more accolades than
"goal ecorers"._ Adding to‘this problem, many junior players suggest

that it is easier to start a'”fight"bor "intimidate" someone than

) . ijy’ N - ’// -

to score a goal. Many juniors felt that some'newspapers, along with
itefreporters, rarely.fail in reporting some form of‘violence-which

has occurred in the game. "These papers continually give special
' attentipn to the, big rough' players on the team" W, D., 1974)

£

. A 'concerned junior-coach recently.commented, "l wish the newspapers
would nof~over—emphasize-the violence and 'blowwup"the'fights -

some of my players have adopted the 'tough' role, as a result."

Junior hoekey players are at a stage'in their devélopment where
recognition is one of thel"key factors leading to'a successful
career One of the means of recognitlon is through the media, and

> often players will go to any-length to becdme-recognized even if

it means becomingha policeman' etc., especially when the professional .

“scouts' are. looking for this type of player.ﬁ

- -
~

e

The. maintenance process 1nvolved in the various roles is
almost non—existent at the pre—professional level(;”The reaéon

' for this being that the average career of the junior player is usu-

2

' ,ally short, and hardly enough tfme is available to beCOme established in;»

\

dlstlnct roles . Once players do become labelled they generally

have very little trouble maintaining ‘their position mainly because
. A .

‘ o )
‘of thealarge turnover‘ingplayers]from#yearvto year, - Younger1players‘.



are more concerned with making the team than 'testing" the "tough"
players, and the so-called ''veterans' are already established.
Players do not stay at the prevprofessional level long enough to’
build up solid reputations; especially now‘that professional teams
can draft 18 year olds;' Also, it is.very difﬁicult to maintaln
distinct "roles" when the‘plaﬁers’ talent is. continually changing.

, AS players improne skill-wise they invariably change "roles and

EE A

' , : _ » , :
consequently "roles' are not necessarily kept very long. he most

“observable "role" change is that between '"goon" and ”policemanf.

\

In junior, as soon as the players labelled "goon" improve suffi-

ciently enough‘tolplay regularly, they are unofficiall§ promoted.
. Other ”role";changes ;rg‘lessntangible. The'fact that pre—pro_
fessional hockey is a development stage and the players' abilities
are constantly changing, ‘makes it d1ff1cult to- assess the main-
.tenance process of the varlous roles The author found that
"role" patterns'were not as dlstinct and/or notiqeable as they were
"in professional hockey. |
In sUmmarx, junior hockey:players.become very famillar with
the’ncceptable.approach toward_vlolent roles'and the aggresslve
habits-associated‘with them.,.Thls occnrs because ofhpositivecand :
negatlne relntorcement fron signiflcant others such as the media;
spectators,jcoaches, peersrand»professlonalr soouts'; Junior s
" hockey has become,a_"stepplnglstone”-forbmany.young'male athletes‘

v

who W1Sh to advance to professional careers, and serves as- a -

o

.preparatlongstage whereby ”hockey roles are learned _ The sole

concern of the players is recognition from. the professional scouts"j‘
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to whom they must "show themselves". In order to “show themselves',
: . : \
8 ) . » . . )
:some players resort to assaultive behavior by adopting "violent-
oriented roles'". Unfortunately these "roles'" are encouraged by

significant "others", through "courage drills" and the positive

influence of spectators and media upon the players who adopt the

various‘”roles". The majority of players adopting‘the fviolent

roles' are unskilled young first year players, and/or those who .
are.phy31cally 'tough" and‘have large mesomorphic body types. These
‘players are’, usually automatically inducted into the "violent roles" |
Since the time span of players in_junior hockey is relatively Shogt,‘

s

the '‘maintenance of roles is almost non-existent.,

i -

Upon.graduation from junior, players. must- now face the diffi-

cult task of entering the professional ranks.

Préofessional Socialization

In this séction the. author will -attempt to explain/thE/sGEIZli-
» . . '~ P . ze »:/,// . , ‘L» . L
zation process of ”violent roles" at the professional level, with

emphasis on the major professional leagues. The’geheral format
w1ll be 31milar to that which was used in the preceeding sectlon.

The transformation of ‘the "violent role" from junior to the
\ .

'professional ranks-can be an intricatevprocess. The junior players_
who assumed the "tough" role-with the seuenteen t0'nineteen year
- group. must mow enter a milieu where the partic1pants are fully

‘ mature men. Although the young player has built up a repu:ation

{\

and respect in. junior, he now becomes only a rookie" to the : ‘ L Coa
. . 0 . . . -
professiOnals. The tralning and 1nduct10n period must now begin‘

. o
-

e

again, from'the ground level".

.‘F‘ . ’ .‘ ) : '." -.1\
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All "rookie" players encounter many obstacles which must be
overcome when enteting professional hockey, although many of the
initiation rites have become obsolete or forgotten with expansion

and the increase of "high priced" juniars.’ This is especially

evident amongst the exceptional juniors who are very talented.’

- . s
Today, many juniors are required to '"step in" and immediately

become team leaders with the clhb, bofh'on_the ice and off. Be-
cause ofithgir exceptional.taient ;hése juniors by—pass the tr?—
ditionai indhgtion phase,. It is also very %eldqm"tha£ éxceptionally
talented juniors entering major profggsiOnal hockey teams adopt the
"vielent roles'. fﬁis ié ﬁét to say that the talented juniors will
not eVeﬁfﬂélly_adopt one of the "roies". Often many of the talented
juniors eventually mgst adopt a "violéﬁg.role” or some of the
characteristics whicﬁ afe aSéoéigted with a "violent rolg"vin order
. e .

_to maintain their "superstar” status. More will be said about this

later iﬁ the sécﬁion.
As in junior hackey the~avef§ge “r9okiesJ mu;t "show themselvés",v
. partiéularly during training éamb and in the first few ménthé §f
the regular season. .Dufing'traiﬁing‘camp the "rookies" musﬁ adopt
-the,”téugh” éggressive."role” SO tﬁat‘he can imbfess the -coach
ménagement,fand tea?ﬁétgs. déenerélly a%éiﬁ%’_ﬁights»whichlbcguru
during the tfainiﬁg camp peripd inclﬁ&e éﬁfigésp one_“rookie”{
énd‘in ﬁost'caséf,‘both combatanté are ”réokies"..'fifstly the
"rookié”.is agtgﬁptiﬁg toiw;aifféoéitiopﬁoﬁ.the‘zlub‘énd if he

prers'himself ”tougherf;and'"strongefﬁ'than~his competitors,- this

. . ’ o v . - e B
~is to his advantage. Secondl§, he must prove to both his coach and

teammafes thats he can "handle himselfﬂ;and is,nbf dfraid to "mix



114

it up". The majority of altercations which arise in training
camp -are those involved with fighting.

’ ’ ‘ . " -J " .< :

Once the regular season starts the ''rookies" must continue
to "show themselves", but in a more subtle manner. They must be
aggressive and know when and where to fight, if necessary. The
"rookie" players who immediately start to 'rough-house" it and
attempt to intimidate their opponents are skating on thin ice.

o

Veteran professionals, who have been around the league for a few i
years ("journeymen') do.nét want an unproven "rookie" running
afOUnd attempting to '"show themselves". A‘"fookie" can get into
‘seriéus.troublefif he beqomes{iméatient to prové himself physi-
cally too:soon. To “forcefully becoﬁe.inVOIVed”iq~"fisticuffs"'

. . R e ) 7
and be unfortunate to lose may often prodﬁcé_negatiVe‘reinforce—
ﬁent, even though these players.wéfélacébmpliShéd "fightérs" in
jﬁnior. 'Without exégptidn, 9rqokiés"vwill,be required to "show
themselves”}in the course of the~sea30n. fhe aggrésgivé~"fookieﬁ'
. will soon realize that:thevﬁbgperans"lare often out tq‘"test"
him as to how he:will7r¢act in asséﬁltivensituations.‘ Some
."vetefans"‘are expected and enjoy phe task of "ﬁésting".ajﬁrqokie".
‘They wisualize this a;‘having a:detérrent_o?areféfmatofy effect
pn‘thefﬁréokigf.' Generally'écéépted»géthe.ﬁost:logical.ppsitibn
.toAtéké regarding ;ltercations in the“fifét'yeari iéltd plaj'p
éggréssiﬁe and?ﬁtough" ﬁoékey; but.nbf‘a;te@pt to‘inﬁpigéte.tropblg;
Succeséfﬁl ﬁr;;kieé":arepéenerélly thosef&ﬁo d6 ﬁot invite aésgﬁif

: %}ve'behavior, bpt'do not "back denﬂfwhen'it<arises;.'
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1
% Often "rookies'" who have establishedvthemselyes in junior will
in time EStablish themselves in the “major leagueé.- Players will
- command respect much more quickly if ;Hﬁy.pick their spots to fight
rather than indiscriminately attempt to take od "all comers"; It
is not a good policy to have’ all the established olayers "test"
- yqu early.’ Ih could have a detrioehtal affect on a "rookie's"

"lca eer. Being labelled ‘a "goon", "intimidator" or "stickman"
N v : .
) : :

-right froﬁ the start coold result in the player'becoming gstra_
cized fhom the league. .Eor example, during the author's p;ofes_
sional hockey career he_obsefyed aany~hefecofore minof leaguers
and "r00kies"'who-had reputations aSv"fightefs”, "antagonizefs",
~ etc., took it upon thehselvessto-re*eSCahlish,these repueations
quickly and soon foond themselves back ihlhhe minors.
It should be. noted chat itils noc necessary for all' rookies"

to be "tough" and" skilled in the art of assaultive behavior, or

even be aggressive¥minded. .Rather,,the‘"rOORie »must belcapable '
physically of "handling-himself" if‘fhe,occasioh pgesehts.itself.'

In essence, the "rookie" shoold hotihe‘infioidatedbeo-theifoiht

whefe he-cannotvohydoes.nof play in.the hadner that he‘is-poceh4‘
,'tially caoable of playihg. A rookie" player being intimidated ; -
will unconsciously adjust his- style of play to stay away from the.-"
"heavy hitting or g01ng in;o the corners. - These players are. _i
.'usually deteceed very quickly and labelled "chicken" Or yellow .
"'.and quite often unbeknown to the player in question.~ If these A
:'lplayers do. mot. readjust their style they'are'senl dOWh'to.the~"h

minors, or in a few cases,'eliminated from" professional league

hockey. ‘ *ﬁ ) 3‘J;‘



Hockey, being a very physical game and{somewhat brutal, does not
cater to this type of player. The author ha# witnessed some very
talented juniors'or minor leaguers not "making it" for this reason
alone. They had all the talents expected of a top profe531onal

except they lacked the necessary "toughness" to play in the major

professional leagues. In dressing room jargon; they had no "jam'".
. } ' . ’ - ’ N

Once again, as ia the pre-professional level, body size is
influential in détermining the !'role". of a "rookie" professional,

‘Professional teams draft big tough, strong players‘who are expected
. [} ) - h ; )

to become "policemen"; Because of their'strength and size these

players are labelled before they take to the ice. For exanple

. large mesomorphic hockey players are seldom told offlcially vhat
their ,rolex wlll be‘with.the hockey team. 'Ihrough the media and ‘l‘
the hockeyp"grapevinef they become awareqof their "rolesf. lhisllv-
,.is especially true if the large player has not had.an outstanding‘
junlor,career; but hao the reputatlonlof being-an ﬁanimal" in
junior} ‘In recent years:nany_of_these/players,have.gone'ln the.
first round of the jhnior draft,~ Major league professional teamsi
have openly stated that they needed some muscle if they were going
to win.anyIChampionships. Publicly teams have indicated they are
going to sacrifice‘speed and finesse~for muscle in the'junlor .

; dratt Scotty Bowman,,coach of the Montreal Canadians was quoted.
'z'in the Montreal Gazette as saying, "With the players we have drafted

‘-

we' re gonna have a killer hockey team next year" (Montreal Gazette

May;'l974) This seems to be' the typical response of mahy major

B



o often theSe are reserved-for‘the veterans";v

17

league teams, as evidenced in the last two junior drafts (1973

f

and 1974),
. Junior hockey-players who have been drafted in the f rst or

second round, ahead of proven "goal scorers", are knowledgeable

‘enougly about the professional hockey structure to realiz% why they

were. drafted. For example, a player 6 3" who weighs 200 pounds
and. only scored 30. goals in Junior can see the writing 01 the'

wall". He was drafted for muscle and in order to live uP to

;the team's expectation he automatically becomes inducted into

VAV
a pre—determined role". Today juniors are paid very highly and

often will adopt any 'role"‘that the team would like them to

2

fulfill. The "rookie" professionals are rarely in a position to

_argue with'theirienplOyers; This might change.whenvthey have

been in the league a few years, but not in their ' rookie year.

it can be said that the indoctrination into "violent roles" ;

" at the professional level begin9 with the drafting of junior _

,players

As previously described, some df the "violent roles" in pro-

" [P

fesSional‘hdckey:hecome'self—evident that 1is, the rookie pro—”'

fessionals have the unofficial label on them before they have a

._'chance to _show themselves : The roles which fall into this cate-':‘

1

‘gory arefthe ~p011ceman and "goon ,'and sometimes the "intimida— -
tor") As for the other roles R it usually requires a longer

e period to become labelled a "stickman or'~antagonizer"; Quitef’;x"

There are occasions when rookies" have to adopt the role of

policeman -9" goon 7be°ause7FheYQCann0t‘rely On"théir,hockey,talenﬂé;;:
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per se to rcmain on the»team. Ii\af"rookie" f inds himselt not
:playing regularly he may resort to ‘the role of "policeman" or
.A"goon",*hoping to be played more; This'strategy,‘if wefmay-éall
it that, canabe observed‘with:professional teams who- do not.have
an established "policeman". Voung players continnallyvvie for.the '
4'role of- club "polic¢eman", especially if'they.poSSess the necessary
»characteristics, |
. WhenbdiSCussing'thetsocialiZation-process_ofrthexhrookie" pro—.
fessional,.one'cannot forget‘the inflnence of the counter‘roles.k-
0Oddly. enough, thedeounter.roles‘set the stage'or jnstify;to hrooki_es,v'!'v '
£ ‘the final decision in adopting partieular'"roles". It is usually
the wish of every player, eSpec1ally the rookle . to help the
team 1n every way possible and 1f the counter roles . in the players
life reinforce and reward aégression and fighting, then the player
w1ll usually comply with these expectations. Currently it seems )f.ﬁii#
to be very easy to receive positive reinforcement and approval for ”
aggressiye and-vlolentibehavior. One is reminded of an incident
whifh oecurred'with a “rookie" professional'on'a_major'professional‘d
team' where the/spectators, media coverage; and even teammates be- .
é . '-'. camé- very significant in the molding of a playet s role. \The player v

. in guestion was strong physically and could "handle" himself quite ;

'L1e351ly in the rough going ,'and was also adept at scoring (top

-
/////

o goal scorer An Junior hockexl Half way through the season the SR
: player started to flght more and his goal scoring contributipn in_pl__a,,.

. dropped‘off When interview1ng the player after the season,»theﬁ,fﬁﬂ“:’

author questioned the player as ta why he. had adopted the aggressive-" i.tu"
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_ oriented "role", @ lis reply; "I was accepted more for my fighting
Afthan for 'scoring goals." When asked to expand on this, the player

went on to say'
. | :
I was having trouble scorlng and started to play badly. _
Then, around January I got into a couple of good:fights = - g
and won thém handily. During the fights, the fans -
cheered more than if I had. scored a goal. ‘After the
.respective games the press came in and swarmed around
‘me wanttng interviews, not because I had scored a
" goal, but because I won the fight. They (press) .
kind of implied in the newspaper I was' Ytough' and
was the 'John Ferguson' of ouxr team...Even the players
.(teammates) were congratulating and - joking with me.
" I sure felt pretty good. “From there, I guess I just
. - started getting in more fights and playing more’ aggres=-
‘csively o ; : : .
The above aCcount is not atypical in the professional hockey
: . ) .

' yranks.:yPlayers such a 'these who take on the role of policeman s

“etc feel they are ‘as- uch "a part of the team” as the goal scorers"
'and ‘checkers - With the emmha51s on muscle“ and the role of
"policemen“.increa51ng over the last few years, hede players have'

\

undoubtedly become a very signlficant factor in the team 8 success &
In today s vast coverage by the ‘mas s media rookie" professionals
often become awed - and overcome by the power'of the ' press- Many
:junior players entering professional hockey have seldom had the'
opportunity to be extensively covered by the media.A Now that they -
_!have turned professional the media caters tolthem and puts many of .
.mthem in- the "lime—light"., Since the media seems to give equal cover-'

,rxage to both the "violent role" and the goal scorer ,."rookies el

E 'vmay take 1t UPQn themselves to purSue the former, rather than the*ﬁ.'."“

BEY

'V#latter, Smely hecause the former role may be easier to achieve. The

.ﬂdmedia and specth tors provide a substantial amount of positiVe rein—‘sTVf.‘
B R 1 . .
»-forcement to- the majority of "violent roles L The only role" which




is frowned upon by almost everyone i's the "stickman'' or "hatchetman'.
So in essence, there is only one "violent role" which receives nega-
tive reinforcement and the rest may appear attractive to the‘"rookie".
 As far as the "counter roles" are concerned, about the only adverse
reaction towards-the "violent roles",comes frOm the officials_(referf'
ees) and the oppositions’ spectatorsl But these are not considered
significant and do not greatly influence the "roles" of players

Let us. leave the specific area of the' rookie" induction process

and turn our attention to professional hockey in general, In the

preceeding section ‘the author indicated that violent roles"-are'
""often adopted by-- players prior to their actually becoming an - actlve
v"participant and many players, because of their physical characteris-‘
‘tics and pre—professional learning experiences adopt labels very
;quickly, usually 1n their rookie dseason., Asbexpected, SOmevplayers
‘in profes31onal hockey do not become socialized or’ inducted into
"violent roles" 1mmediately - 1t often takes many years. There are.
:manylfactors that influehce a player s behavior once he has playedj
-,‘a few years.. Players will undoubtedly have to adjust and readjust:.,'

heir style and manner of play throughout their career. It could v

-be. that a player gets traded and he has to. change his style to fiti'

L8

,1n w1th the new: teams philosophy, or a player might have to adopt v.ﬁf;‘t»p:

.*a violent role in order to maintain his present status (i e. ; a.
N superstar ) Frequently, players may be required to change or adopt

' a“new role" as they become older and not as inclined to play theirfﬂ"

S"usual”physical’game;' These, and other common factors, will be dis—f"xd_?:fg;

""¢P55¢A“thf°dgh9"ﬁfthis.section; The section will also discuss the RE
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process'wherebyiroles are maintained and, in some cases, dropped,
either through‘necessity dr_Otherwise.

Up.until now,‘very:little has_been said abont the antagonistic .
‘player or the playerﬂwho uses.his stick in a violent manner (hstick—l
men"'). Fight1ng abllity and "t oughness are considered;the most
viable'method_to achieve respect and ward oftAprospectivebpunishment
.orgretribution but. they are. by no means the sole criteria. -The‘
"antagonizers" and stickmen have devised other technlques to
'command-respect'orrto'instil.fear in.their-opponents. They have

‘Abecome very sklllful at lupsetting”‘their‘opponents and in the art
of intimidation by the ugse of the stick ~.or- equalizer" It has.
been reterred to as. the equalizer" because of its equalizing effect
'f,on large tough physical players who could possibly make short »iv
‘ work' .of the "stickman in a fight Some playérs have become just
r;-;:as competent with' their st1ck as other players have with their‘"fistsf.'

‘ As the name-implies, th equalizer ;Can do wonders in deterring

,\.‘.
\

b‘l policemen and goons from starting any altercations with a "stick-
g‘man~ Pugnacious "fighters"‘with neanderthal body types are very
"-i;reluctant to challenge the stick Generally,_the noted "stickmen" o

are established "veterans, who do not habitually wield the stick

. . : : * ' fa )
; “Qe;w1thout cause. They have through years °f experience, developed

i :
' "knack" 0. that they are seldom vcaught" by the referee They

[;know when _where how, and who to use the stick on._ Conversely, ‘hel' o

7ﬂ:ff”Veterans" know all about the "stickmen and generally do not put ﬂah;lu~s5

SR

themselves in a position where they are on the receiving end of the o

et Ly
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In a recent maJor league hockey game, a veteran player, remarked,

"That M., he certainly 1s no angel w1th‘a stick in his hand." This

remark was~made.after player M. had been caught using his stick or

LN

_veteran players' teammate,

The majority of serious altercations'occur between ”rookiesﬂ

.(which might include 2nd year players) and established 'stickmen”.

This- occurs because‘the rookies want to see how far they can go

befdre the "gtickman" retaliates. Most rookies know who the .

A".stickman" are. In professmnal hockey, wheno teams play each

other, new players on the team are ueually 1nformed by teammates

hat to expect from each of the opposition and react accordingly

.

AAltercations between the "rookies" and stickmen occur simply

»

because the "stickman wants to introduce the:"rookie very early

H]

as to what to expect in the future. Strangely enough his strategy

' rarely fails and the rookie approaches him very cautlously in

i j ERE

. subsequent meetings. Players who have been on the reCeiving end

in an altercation with 3 "stickman must wait their chance to ”pay

L

retrrbution; Unexpectedly they must catch the_ stickman; off guard

o

or in a positlon where he cannot use/his stick As one veteran e

KA

professional~commented after an 1ncident'with 5 "stickman"; "It s

J B

':;a long season‘and we play against him;("[tickman") five more times.

utt-end" or‘"hig‘f”tick" :

Players who 1ntentionally spear )

- opponents become‘"marked men and eventually are dealt with accord—‘agiff.




@

-

There have been occasions when management or teammates have become

" 50 incensed over'incidentS*involving the stick that“they put a

e

retaliation "price" on an opposing player.. Not so much in terms -

‘of monetary reward, altho:ghwbonus‘money has been offered by manage-

o - [
ment, but players make it known that if someone was to ”get-even"

with the opposing guilty” player ("stickman") it would mean a, Lot

to him : Since players “stick together" and '"back" each other up

. P

“in matters suth as this, the)fayqurﬁis usually'obliged. The_ﬁuthor

~ recalls an incident'iniwhich a teammate}was butt-ended in?the-face,

H

receiving'a broken jaw, andJa‘fractured cheeﬁbone When the injured

player returned to active duty he made it known that if anyone got .

&

‘the chance to get even" with the’ player who threw the “butt- end"

@ < -

Jbefore he did it- w0uld be greatly appreciated As it wap, the'

1"opposing‘player in question recéived a.brutal beating'from'a team=

per )

6 B

.

" ask for help because°of their personal pride but teammates know_v

- B _,'. 17 L. ‘

when assistance is requirgd ‘ It may be that the player being victi-

.mized isssmall and not physically capable of retaliating In this

@ # s

..j instance he is not expected to retaliatéi this is when the "goon"

;or policemen generally appear

X

K With regards to management offering bonus money to players who

get even ‘with the opponents, general managers have become infur-”
--0. . © “ v g}

iated with opposing players who have injured or attempted to injure

& o
L“ o

‘ their players, and consequently offered bonus money to any one who.

gets even with the "marked" player.- One general manager had a

123

+

imate the nextftime the two teams met. Often pdayers do not verbally o

- o
personal vendetta against an’ opposing player and offered upwards .

o .-

e
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of 100 dollars to any one who-”clobbers” player "A". The general
manager said of A", hHe isn't the bravest‘guy in the world and
for lOO‘dolLars we've got some-piayers who would clobber their_u
"mother" (Edmonton Journal, 0ctober 31, 1974).A This particular.
general manager openly stated his intentions to offer "bounty
money", a practice-whiph is rarely done.in‘professional hockey.
If and when management offer "hit neney s they do it in secrecy
and in a undetectable manner for league purposes. -
Returning to the discussion concerning "stickmen"‘and'"antagf
‘onizers". _These players a;e often diminutive‘in stature,'as far as
' :the average player is concerned thus to some'extenttjustifying their
" need to utilize the ' equalizer‘cand/or aid from fellow teammates .'For-
'.a large player to use his stick as a. weapon is leked down on by |
‘\_-other players.- The large players have the advantage of their size

o

'and strength for protection and retribution therefore ‘the stick

?_be used unless the 51tuation warrants it That is, if

; player starts wielding his stick at you, ‘the large
:rnot expected to dr0p his because he is big " He must

J;he stick for protection against his combatant Players

;p their stick when confronted with a noted ﬁstickman could |
4 in a very precarious position. Until the "stickman" drops |
::ick or, loses the services of it the player is at the mercy
”stickman"'«."Stickmen" and "antagonizers" seldom drop their‘
| "'stick unless they. have to When the smaller players are. faced with

a player of equal stature he generally reverts to the conventional

p’method of settling any differences, that belng bare fists.A within,f RO
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the unofficial sanctions of the rules it often becomes a matter of
necessity for the smaller players to retain their stick when belng
" threatened by a ''goon" or large mesomorphic player. Smaller players

are not expected to "battle it out" with "goons, 'policemen", and

L4

"intimidators", unless,\of course, he (smaller playet)'deserves to
be punished. Possibly thg smaller player might be a "stickman" or
"antagonizer”,;who has "speared" or."butt~ended" the large player..
'jHere; it:becones-CUStonaty to -have the smaller players.taught a
'lessonf-’Although sometimes seemingly remote, the above behavior
'does,<elther directly'or‘indirectly, have some bearing on the
'socialiaation of "vlolent roles" in hockey.

.7Earlier in the thesis the author made reference to players who
become sociallzed or directed into roles because théy are employed
by teams having deve10ped a philosophy which advocates toughness

and ' rough—house Atactics._ Players entering these teams are |
obviously affected by the philosophy of the team Frequently,v
‘vplayers must adjust and readjust their style to becomé totally

: accepted by the team, especially if they have come from a team.
wh1ch stressed speed, finesse and non-violent behavior. At the -
7professxonal level all "veteran players are‘familiar with the j‘
‘ baslc style of each team and seldom have to be told what.is exi'
.pected of them.n The=player§§§ust.conf0rm to.expectatlons pf.the d
-coach and team or'suffer the consequences. lt becomes>a matter
of playing the style the club dictates or being rejected by the

'.team.. Players then, often are forced to ‘cater’ to the philOSOphy

' of the club



it 1is interesting to observe players who have beer traded or
obtained from a team which is not noted for their‘physical prowess

to a team which is overly aggressive and tough. It usually becomes

only a matter of time before the players are caught up in the’ atmos-
) . . SR

phere genetateq by the team. The player learns that behavior not

~normallj;condoned'by his former coach is accepted and sometimes

_ \ .
advocated by his current\coach. For this reason the player often
changes his "role" on the 2am. The once timid hockey. player who
rarely reverted to assaultive techniques now becomes fearless be-

cause he Knows the rest of the club will back him up in his actions.

_ This behavior is sanctioned by the coach and teammates. There is.

a builtFin confidence affect. The player realizes the club ekpects
him to assert his newly found "toughness" and ‘is rewarded accordingly.

There will obviously be a readjustment process for players ‘going-

from a team who emphasizes toughness" to a team whose coach would
~ rather not see his playerttake’unnecessar;\penalties'and continually

getting into fights. Although most coaches in professional hockey

realize that fighting'is alﬁost unsvoidablé; some coaches Stress'a

.

,clean non-violent style ‘of play, attemptlng to avoid. assaultive

I
o .

behav1or if p0331ble. With the trend as 1t is today; this 1atter‘

’ bphilosophy of coaching is under’ close scrutiny ' It appears thati

most profeSSional teams have become fotted,to employ po icemen
g o :

'i and- "goons" because oﬁ/the success that this style of hockey has

e

enjoyed in the past. Rough intimidating hockey is being heralded |

by numerous coaches in Junior and professional hockey They feel
‘ 2

that this was the reason thaE‘¥'cent championship teams have become

B N
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@ _ h
s0 suCcéssful, consequently the philosophy of many coaches has
changed or at least been modified. Indirectly this affects the
pleyers' "roles". If the coach feels that this type of hockey
is going to .win, then the playerS'ﬁust:produce this type of
hockey. A -coach of a major professional team publicly,stated-
. ‘ 4
that: _ . ' |

|

This‘ team is g01ng to win a lot of games this year
through intimidation, We have a big rough team who
are not afraid to fight...we'll run them ocut of the
rink - you watch (Edmonton Journal, October. 18, 1974).

In professional’hockey coaches’ have'developed tactiés<USed to

‘1nfluence a player s’ behavior For example, coaches will often’

sit players out so that they becdme}pngry and- even hostile, then/////

;when returned ‘to action, hopefully, ;he pl;yer may physically take ; "/
it Opt-on the‘opp081tion., If accomplished successfplly} the S /////ff/

j_playe_r.biS rewardeé by:the coech,.poSSibly'verbaliy:df§y bei@g‘ ;//Z/;~ '//pij;i
returhed‘to regular duty. It;isiusoally.understood that the,//f/ | /(;"/

. 7
player must continue to display this newly acquired style that won

s"

. - ///
him a regular Spot on‘thE»team. Reverting back t his. old Pacifiét ;/
style could result in reinstatement tov"spotrduty o Af th??ém@ od . g

press" that he would like to see/pl;yer "B” pl”y'more&aggressively
. // :
.and "throw his weight" arogpd’mgre than he/is currently doing, or

that the coach may mebz//he/etatement

s
’playing more«agg ssively and are

_r?

"1f some players don t start-7‘

wéllimg to "mix it up, there

w1ll be ch gES " Many of'the y remarks that appear in- the media
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" are psychological ploys directed at the players in order ta influ-

ence their behavior. Through this method of communication, the.

coach, is in essence, saying he is unhappy withythe-way certain

: players are performing. " As eXplained earlier, failing to comply

_ often results-in players being traded or sent down to the minors

From personalrobservation and.research' this technique has become
most successful for the simple fact that it puts the onus on the
players to produce or else. Indirectly, this gives the coach an

out", If- the coach is questioned as to the recent oor showing
P

2

of the team, at least he can inform his employers or the public

O
that he has always demanded a physical style from hlS players and
they are the ones to, blame The aggressive—minded coaches who
advocate "toughnessﬁ and "rough house" tactics usually remain the

longest in their profession. It appears-thatrthe nice guy has

128

to finish at the‘top or he soon finds himself preSented with prob&"‘

lems,xall of which focus on his security w1th ‘the team. .Coaches f

therefore often find themselves in a position where they must ,p'

' maJor profe531onal level With this in mind one can see the pro-.
: 4

found 1nfluence that a coach has in shaping player' roles .'
What the author has attempted to do in: this section and

'someyextent the preceeding chapter, is to. outline the dominating

'ekpected there are- players who- use violent behavior and tactiss 2

.,]‘A{‘

‘ who cannot Justifiably be categorized 1nto distinct roles Players

1

‘will pften resortvto.theluse of violence in order to maintain L

adOpt a predescribed philosophy which has become prevalent in the",

"Violentiroles in pre—professional and professional hockey. “As:”'
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thelr status as a "superstar'. Occasionally, players with "super-
star" statds'feel it is neceésary to defend their "title".. Since
they are often the 'prime targets" for players attempting to make

aa name for themselves, the ' superstar w1ll on-occasion resort.to
violence. Thls violence may come- in the form of a fight "spear",,.
or deliberate attempt to injure‘their opponent. They generally |
vCOmmit the act openly. ﬂIn this,way,.everyoue sees‘what can happen_
if you intimidatevor.frustrate the "superstarﬁi It.serves as a
'deterreot_toAfuture attemptsé Players now.become aware -of his
(superstar) behavior when provoked, Characteristically; it seems

that most 'superstars" have a ''mean" ;treak'in them; Many;'because

v;of their statuS, feel they have the right to behave in this manner.
Possibly, because of]thelr superior talents, opposing teams have

an obv1ous tendency to attempt ‘to control or 1im1t the play of,the

. / ..
superstar . As a result fhe superstar may become ir tated to .
A - C :
the point of'retaliation. The most.frequent ‘for i retaliation

e
/

'appears to be/that which 1nvolves the stic 1 sincelit isuthe hand-
: l, .

"supeés " seldom fights.'

S : .
fest in the sitdation. The_

‘rMaintenahce'ovables
In the analy of the'various roles' associated with aggresslon
~and y;ol' 'ebio professional hockey, one must explain the mainten—- |
e'process of the .roles . Unllke‘pre—professional hockey, .htrvtoi
f 'players remain in, the structure for a considerable 1ength of time,

if theyAare successful The author will attempt to briefly discuss

" the characteristics that players adopt in order to maintain their 'jffi;~

~
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. @ 4
position in the professional hockey subeculture.
- Once players have assumed the role of "policeman", '"goon",

."intimidator" ”"antagonizer" and "stickmen", they take on respon-

sibilities which must be fulfilled in order to maintain this"role".
The two most significant factors by which players maintain their |
'respective 'roles' are respect and reputation.‘ The easier of the
two is.reputation. 'Through.constant.repetition of the,charactereh
istics:that designate eachhrole, the player‘ﬁbuilds—up" a‘reputa¥
‘tion as being a ”policeman" or whatever The manner . in which “the

player has built-up" his reputation or maintains it will usually»
' - I

constitute the amount of respect.he has earned. A player's ' 'role"

-will also command a certain degree‘ofjreSpect -,thatiis, the "police—:

"

man" is respected more than the "goon". ¥t has also.become a trend -

rthat more'respect is given to the more'talented playerS'who oc¢casion—

ally adopt the violent role, ‘which is one reason why the "superstatf

Y

‘_is respected, and the "goon is not. After a player has occupied

the. role" for a number of . years and becomes respected in it, the

frequency of his involvement 1n altercations appears to drop off
In other words, he does not have to defend his'~role as he did
when flrst establishing himself and if he does,‘it usually involves R

B a "rookie" or. relatively newoplayer.. The. established "veterans" .;f,_”'

ch

respectxhis role and stay away from any trouble.-

Because of their experienced reputations and respect the f;.;ﬁ.‘

A
\

"labelled” players mere: presence on- the ice has the OppositiOn

: play With caution., There are some players who, merely bY their :}7

PR

presence, can intimidate the opposition without having to resort
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to violence. “Their past history'is well known around thé professional
hockey scene, and few are willing to provoke or "test" these players.
They have become known as the " lite” of- thelr respective roles

It is generally agreed upon - that the longer the player has occupied

}ds role the more reSpect be has, consequently his role" becomes

L »

less difflcult to maintain. “uf

Players w1th only average talentg, and not considered the "elite"
o will usuhlly have to engage in more altercations to insure their
role"_on the team This category goes.to the younger players who Y.-l
are still "prov1ng themselves The younger players, because of \
"their phy51cal‘capabilities are expected to fight more than the‘
V.older players. Qlder players ‘can maintain their role as policeman
and "antagonizer \as long as they meet. the demands and- expectations
of their teammates \ The older players llmit their involvement to :

A
‘the serious altercations and become more of a "protector" than

"enfqrcérﬂy"_The "Stidhian ,and "antagonizer" limit their involve—
ment to 'key" 51tuation ) and then only when they feel it is necesaary
_For . example the ' antagon zer" might become predominant in important

games p0351bly against a te.m who is competing for a play—off spot

ff series.z,lh; "stickman" might re—.vrr :

" with his team, or 1n a playe

‘serve his actions for the roo ie" vho is scoring regularly and

'n:playing well Older players are\rarely”seen as: goons ; ‘v"intimida- l_i»

tors_.» y the time a‘professiona hockey player reaches "journeymen
dstatus he either loses the _role" 8& has relinquished it to the
. - 'G1ii R

”younger players.s

v . RS

"« As players become older and experienced in their play they often B

S
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" change "violent roles". This phenomenon has already been described
. earlier in'relation to th¢ "goon" and "policeman"; ‘Roles that

: require Contlnual physical involvement often cannot be maintained

and the players adopt a v1olent role" which does not requlre them

to fight. Those being the role of a antagonizer or "stickman

In summary., the players ‘role is maintained as long as they possess

the qualities and characteristics befitting the’ "role" and live up -

to expectations that come: with the role.‘ Deviating from role behav—b.

A

'10r and expectations could result in loss of reSpect and identity
. with the'“role" Having this happen the player could lose hlS posi-

tion on the team or possibly continue to be part of the team without

1Y

.follow1ng the "violent role ~ It should be noted that the induction =

or ”trial” eriod be ins very early in ones ‘career as a profeSSional-'
° |14 8 y

hockey player and once. the player has established a distinct role
he doss not have t60 much difficulty in maintaining it.' If he s

4"'.g01ng to lo%e it or readjust his rolev it is done in- the early

stages{of}hisvcareer.

CUITT. ROLE,CON?L1CTMAND,R0LE"srRAini

In this section the author will attempt to’ discuss the role

'conflicts which may arise ‘as -a. result of players being pushed into T7
dincompatible roles It may - be that the conflict is internal

”tf(coach teammates) ot external (spectators, media) The discussion’xivlﬁ:

will focus on- the internal Confllct, particularly those involving

"the coach and general manager When there are conflicts between



ar

133

.

.individuals or groups) one of. the parties‘must compromise in order

to resolve the"conflicttr'The reSOlution'of'role‘conflicts'will be

'discussed,;yhere appliCablet

" The. most commonrrole-conflict'inphockey occurs between the codach

vand’player.. With the-upsurge'of "bully—boy"-taobics the cbaches

| today will. often 1nstruct players to fight or get physically aggres—:

sive, /At the pre= professional level this tactic is used frequently‘

tBecause of the control that the coach has over junior hOckey players,.

-role conflicts are’ almost non—existent ' When they do’ exist thQY»douf

not-usually involve‘violent behavior Hockey players at the profes—

'51onal level formulate self 1mages and role expectations wh1ch they

,

' V'like to feel they control to ‘some extent.A Manipulation by the coach j’

‘and/or general manager may affect a player 8 behavior. This may

’ result in a conflict of expectations between roles For instance,

a, player may see himself as tough and aggressive and willing ‘to~

inght if provoked but -does not consider himself a policeman"'

'has already set standards regarding expectations of himself deviat— fl'j'ﬁby

‘ ing from them in the above fashion may well affect his performance. ) -

' policeman or'even of 1ower status a goon Since the player_79

A

e

“One professional hockey player who had played for two years was asked

oo .
s .
/
/ /
/ -
/ - /
i T

ﬁby his coach to start to. ”mix it up and informed the coach that

"he was nbt a goon and he was not going to act like one In the
above case the player did not assume the role of "policeman" or *il*ff
goon and nothing developed In contrast to this illustration of

—_

role conflict, there are players who often are pressured into adOpt——

:3ing:a violent role 5as a result of coach—player conflict.- If the

C

: goon Now the management wants thls player to play the role of .Q:,‘f
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player'has a iongvterm,'qno'trade", "no_cntﬁ contract;'he can_f"
‘defy the coachfsdinstructions’and‘yery often”feenmefhis'oriéinal‘,..
1statuszon the-team, Not havihg‘a securé“co;t;§¢£;7many piayers;"

-~ may have to behayeiaccording:to'thejcoaches'expectations;” SOmef
"roniesﬁ_whb:enter»the‘major:professional’leago%sAhayeirole'. 'v’\§;t
'conflictprobiems.hlrhe "rookie".who dominated.thehjunior_league

' with.his.siae'and strength‘may_not enjoy.the’same:succeSSdat:the
professional.levelr‘.He?maypfind it veryvdirficuit,toepiay;the;

'~ -same'"roﬁe" he'had in junior and thus find hlmself dev1at1ng
from his expected role behav1or.- When this happens the manage—'“>‘
' ~ment usually disapproves and the player is re-evaluated ‘TﬁﬁyJ”
ﬂfresolution in thls case is that the player is traded or given‘the -
::ultimation_?."to play t0ugh and aggressive .or we 11 have ‘to- find
“someone.else..:. | | » | | | | -
Although not as significant there arevconflicts which‘arise i;f'
-where the player wants to play,a phy31ca1 game and thercoach dis- )

b

'-approves.~ Here you have the cpach continually reprlmanding

Q. o . v S

:-~:;_:the player who adopts a Violent role‘ ' Strangely as it may

gseem there are coaches in major professional leagues who profess

A B R
R R

Loto this style of hockey for some of their players.} Agaln, playersff,yhﬂ~,r7-m

.H.find it difficult to control their emotions%‘ The resolution here’y}fjﬁﬁiﬂf

R

fg'is usually a compromise between the coach and player.“

7T;both at thé junior and professional-levels.: Théy commonly occur . ,ih:

”f.when players adopt a roie and then deviate from.the role“

- .
T
X RO 4 » I
R B '
S L 5 L
@ ; s X
LR ) S T . :
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. 0" .
Feammates formulate expectations from certain players and adjust

!their play accordingly If a: player assumes the role of "police—

“-man'’ Sf tough.guy ‘he is expected to behave as the "role" implies
:.,:An~erample would be a player who is considered a policeman or

o 1ntimidator" yet falls “to stcp in wheﬁ needed or does not "protect"
";his teammates. At.first very llttle attention is. paid Zo‘this o
behav1or, but if continued the players ‘are questioned in a:very

) B subtle manner as to why the sudden change in style The manner.filf

"pof questioning becomes somewhat less discreet at the pre—professional

~ -

_;level wherevthe players are younger and more likely to discuss the

.matter openly .Players tend to resolve any differences or. con-

j-flicts between teammates quickly because it is more comfortable
?2‘>to play when there is harmony rather than the dissension which

Vusually will occur if there are lasting role conflicts.. In pro—

t

7ffessional hockey, players must have ‘the. backing and confidence of.};an

r,'n,_;nu, T

a.thelr'teammates to function effectively..
.. In.competitive hockey, as in'other competitive SPOrts, fhe leigfﬂd

=ééeCtators and media often take it upon themselves to assess play_ BEEAE
‘t‘ers capabilities and what h1s role should be with the team.‘A;f f»vdf'

hthe player falters in ‘the’ role expectations they have established

;'for him, the medla and Spectators are quick to point this out,»_ =

"»fwhich usually causes ‘a minor role conflict.- For some unknown

.reasons the "press" feel this is newsworthy and must infarm the P

ypubllc The conflict is referred to as "minor" because generally

‘tfthe players are least affected by this form of'harassment, evena: 5"

’:though most players are conscious of their public image..‘(

2
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the media and spectators, through continual harassment, W1ll instil
.vthe past aggression and behavior normally associated‘with the playe
erl7 If the player is concerned enough over public 1mage he: will
'resolve the conflict’by resorting‘to their demands lf he is not
concerned and the management is happy with his current style, uhel
.player will not succumb to their demands and w1ll not be influenceda f'
Until the fans and media become acchstomed.to the“player S. newly ;
found style or his determination to play his own style, hzhremains
»hat the mercy of the'"rail birds"" | | | =
There have been incidents in professional hockey where the .

media .along w1th the spectators, have built up a conflict which

_.resulted in animosity between players and public.t Conflicts suCh
fa-'.ra.-o - .va~

- .-as these could possibly be; detrimental to one's career. Players have : _d -

: been known to be traded or sometimes eliminated from professional
hhockey because they had received 80 much pressureofrom the external
1counter roles (media, spectators) The reason that management gives
;_in to such a decisionbsurrounds the welfare of the team and the fwi
K 1nd1v1dual player ' It 1s for the betterment of both concerned A
lt appears that the*media and spectators are proned to violent be— :
‘« “haV1or and expect to witness this behavior from the players who |
| have been labelled "policemen y: etc : Applying the right pressure

' “j{to the right player the media and spectator can be devastating._

:}f Therefore, profes51onal hockey players do not attempt to arouse

rany conflicts between the media and the spectators

e

In summary, the pre-professional and professional levels of

L R "idcén?:ta R
'-,f,competitive hockey fosters and condones various "roles"’whfch deal R

) ';/»""‘ L S
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closely with aggression and Violence. Players who'continually'use
i

' brutal tactics” in Qheir style -of play are unofficially labelled

o :

I The most commOn labels or°"violent roles are,,-policeman K goon ,

e )

T "intimidator qantagonizer , and- "stickman ~Since the violent R
!‘7

' roles that may be;occupied within hockey are not present at birth

. o &
pv

oo : they must be learnedmthrough a process known as socialization.‘ This
process “stdrts ear&y in a hockey players career. but has 1ts greatest. h

impetus during the pre—brofessional and early professional stages.
N

o

In contrast to the trial—and-error learning method ‘most role

learning in hockey occurs via imitation and modelling and the
interaction with significant otﬁ;rs found “within the hockey milieu.
The significant others or counter roles possess the influence . to ‘
change ex1sting roles or.have players learn and adopt vlolent
roles " at almostiany stage in the socialization.process. Also,
"very impg&tant in the process is how roles"lare maintained and '
i what are the ramifications of ”role conflicts l From the data
presenfed in this chapter,-one can see that thebprocess whereby

-_violent roles are learned have become vital as, part of the total

.-hockey1structure. The "violent roles" in hockey receives just as
TR R ;
much empha91s as the non—violent roles. S

When attempting.to explain aggression and violence in hockey

| it must be realized that no’ distinctrexplanation can account for
it as-‘a unitary concept.' Rather, it is an interactionary‘process

1nvolving a mixt%ne of the three theories 86 described in Chapter'lif'w

£ o
"along with individual factors, and those situations mobilizinp A“

.: B



the.individual into violent roles; 'lt would appear, however, that

.-from the present data, much of the aggressiow and violent behavior ;f

'*oockey subculture is. socially vauired behavior which
is leJ “Eequently; much of the violence is a product of

= is not to, say that all violent behavior is un-

>

:;act;.violence as a protective device, to some.

:felped.us in our evolution. Indirectly this.has carried
i.sporting context. This might berespecially'true when™

- or justlfying the innate theory and/or frustration theory
_gsion These‘theoriesé to’a certain extent,lbecome.semi— Q

étedas a‘functioning,Pért of ‘the interactionarvjprocess’of

i theistudy presents"absignificant amountiot evidence'suppor—

\

,fe proponents of the social learning theory, we may assume '

that the role analysis described does in fact, account for the pro—

o,

" 1ndividuals become somewhat manipulated or forced into
t‘roles. Therefore it appears ‘that. violence in"

,-greatly affected by roles Consideration must be given !

. to the realization that individuals'have been indirectly or. directly a

forced to comply with expectations and norms through the present
. SR
socialization"process Obviously it does not have to be that way

1

By re—structuring the socialization process whereby violent roles

f are de—emphasized ang discouraged, one could suCCessfully alter the{ifil“

-‘.

e existing process, and thus eliminate much of the violence in hockey.i:_{tpfjoi”

Further discussmon regarding this matter will be presanted in the E_:ﬁﬁﬁ

following chapter | lfi 55 1fi”lfst‘f‘l 7cz'hhﬂiﬁ;;llhh‘“l'fi?:'"ﬁi“
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© 72 CHAPTER VI-
INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSION

OF VIOLENCE IN HOCKEY

This chapter has been divided into three sections, the first
g
section déaling with a diSCUSSion and assessment, of the various

theories of ‘violence, and aggression in professional hockey in light

of the present data, the second dealing with a discussion of the

net effect-that the professionals have on violence, and the third

t

_section concerned with a discussion of possibilities for'change

in'the,existing structure.

*
. ‘ - I. DISCUSSION OF THEORIES OF -

~  VIOLENCE IN PROFESSIONAL.HOCKEY

Innate Theory of Aggression and Violence

" The main assumption behind the innate theOry for violence and

Aaggression in SpPOTrts . is that fighting is instinctual in man. This

1.

'theory s two foremost proponents are Lorenz (1964) and Ardrey (1966)

"\2

fand to spme extent Tiger (1969) They suggest that sports should

‘»attempt to educate man to g conscious and xesbonsible control of

f:his own fighting urge and that fighﬁing in sports, in this case ‘

;'hockey, is due o ! an internal urge to attack o The present data s

kS

l.;would indicate that this "urge to attack" does not always culminate

(]

f;with fighting It is clearly noticeable from the data in thisrﬂ

oo
s A

}ypresent study that fighting is but a small part of the violence in

..Jaaquent side effects that has led to increased violence This can

e -

7Qaf1324;)?7»,:'3¢45;5*'

'Chjfhockey It appéars to be 1:r nature of fighting and it 8. subse—u“7

4
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mnot be accounted for by'the innate theory alone.

In North America 1t is'widc]ylheld that’fighting isgthe mos t
viable.metbod‘to release the hockey players pent up emotionsu It
reputedly‘serves as the "'best safety valve around in hockey"
'(Campbell 1974) In essence, Campbell 1s saying that if man is, _
going to become v1olent in sports, a natural occurence, he does
so in the safest way possible Campbell s (1974) philosophy
| regarding fighting would tend to support Lorenz s hypothesis that
A"basically athletes have an instlnctual urge to attack and actually
Seeks the opportunity»to indulge in "fighting"} From the-present>
data and'personal’observation, the author'would agree that usually
o one_is seriously physicallyhinjured as a result of fist fighting.
Hoyever, the psyohological‘harm frOmlfighting and itS'presence can -
belseen throughoutlthe various levels of hockey;'_Having to'be con-
tinuously on guard for the oppOSition's."policema;f-or "goon"*
undoubtedly w1ll have an effect on one' slplay

Campbell and his followers feel that if they banned fighting
in hockey, players would seek various other forms to display their
_urge to attack These other forms Such as. spearing , "butt ending y
"high-sticking , and "kicking are more liable to regult in serious _J
1nJury and.are less accepted in sport Knowledgeable hockey perSOns (
'tho advocate Campbell s philpsophy suggest tﬁbt if fighting is removed.ﬁ
'from thensport these other fbrms will become prg@inent _They appearv
to base their premonition on what is observed in leag where ;

fighting is not tolerated (e g y" European hockey, college hockey)

' From observing the international style and having played college
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" to the frustration-aggression hypothesis. DThe present data and
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hockey, it may appear that Campbell has some merit in his
phllosophy The" fact that 1nternationa1 and college hockey
may have notlceably more "stickwork" in their hockey can not

be totallv accounted for because af the 'no- fight" rule. Var1ous

other factors come into play, such as those discussed in Chapter

V.

-

" There is evidence to show that banishing fighting does not

‘automatieally produce:violent behavior as Suggested'by Campbell's

hypothesis. There are many leagues and levels of competitive hockey
where there is 'no flghting and the evidence of "speafing", ”high—

sticklng and "butt—ending does not exist, as forecasted by the

higher echelon of professional hockey (Har ':i“1974;‘Drake, 1974;

.

Smlth, R. 1974).‘ In fact the greater perc age of amateurvhockey
currehtly”does not allov fighting fIt seems’ that y0ungsters adapt
very ,quickly. to almost any style of hockey pending the demands and
emph351s of the adults. It would suggest That if the youngsters
can adapt S0 readily ~)why can't- the adults'

It has been generally acknowledged (Bandura and Walters 1963- M. D.
Smlth 1971 1974 Vaz, 1972~1974; McPherson,‘l974 Faulkner, 1973)

that the innate/instinctual explanatiqn\of aggression and violence is

K

: giv1ng Way in part to the social learning_theory, and partially ;

.\—, .

Y

general observations tend to agree with that general trend When dis—-‘ o

e
ki

Y

cussing the present data 'S bearing on - the explanation of the instinct.w

T e
8
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theory, many of the informants. felt that the urge to attack, regardless
of manner, was not so much lnstrnctual but rather traditional or

7 .
'conventionayf . The amount of substantiated'evidence regarding violence
. o . : o . -
and overt aggressive behavdor “in hockey, as instinctual in nature,

still rémains.inconclusive and would require further investigation.

< . . ' . .

Frustration-Retaliation Theory of Aggression and Violence

When discussing the various causes and nature of overt aggression
. a?d violence'in sport, one oannot overlook the theory~which-hypdthe—

sizes that frustration often leads to reactive aggressive

behav1or and/or violence (Dollard et al 1940; Alderman, 1974) Some
‘psychologists and sociologists feel that ‘most aggression in sport |

{
results from’ frustration, or as a result of various motives

_being thwarted ot blocked In more.recent times‘it has»been'felt that'
'fthe above theory cannot alone account for all aggression and violence
and must be augmented with the social learning theory (Bandura et
al, 1963-1971). | |

With regards to this‘theory, of particular interestz is. the
connection that frustration has to. retaliation in the explanation of
‘aggressive‘behavior in hockeywv Retaliation in Sports, especially
hockey, is a‘prinCipal sourcenof‘aggressive and violentibenavior.fi R
Hockey.players feel that they muStbrétaliate‘invprderito‘preseryei
thelr manlihood and self image | ’ o |
| Assault and the use of illegal tactics will often occur in hockey
.~when a player is prevented from achieving his- performance objec~< -

j~tives during.a<gamer If a player 1g" continually prevented from
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achieving these objectives, he may become quite’frustratedvand/br
angry, and‘because he cannot remove this frustration hy achieving
the original objective he will displace his anger and aggressiveness

!

to a substitute.object (such'as another player) and attack.it aggresf

' sively, usUally in a violent ‘manner, in order to'eliminate the Erus:
trationr‘ In hockey, the substitute object (player) almost invariably '
fights back, thus aggression is even more: strongly evoked The
:.hypothesls.that fighting reduces aggressive tendencies Youlddappear
.to~remain.in>§ueStiona» Fighting‘in hockey as a manifestation of‘
aggressiveness does not necessarily alleviate the player S frustra-
2ttion (Alderman 1973) In fact 1it often increases the desire to

| aggress more readily and thus become habitual - especially if the
aggressor was successful in relieving somie of his frustration

- ?The player s tolerance tO'control his frustration may be leSsened

- and:hé'may_become quicker to'try to alleviate the frustrations..;As: ;

s

a result, reactive aggre551ve behavior tends to become habit forming
.Evidenchand data would appear to‘subsﬁantiate this suggestion
Many 1nformants indiCated“to'the author that since theyrhad often
“had success" at removing or displacing their said frustrations |
by means of 1nflicting a violent act upon an opponent they soonf_ fl .
l‘realized the benefits which were incurred as a result Conse;
'quently, players would often adopt a. violent role model in orderv,l:
.‘to reduce their frustrations ' From the present data in the study,
. PR o

Aﬁthe frustration theory could be held accountable for a limited_:
'l: number of the players who take it upon themselves to permanently‘"

iadopt a violent role model Although this theory is often,the;%:f».

t
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motivation for some.players adopting violent. roles, it was felt

that 1t did not,'tO'a great extent, adequately offer justification

for the frustratibn explanation for aggression
Retaliation appears to.be synonymous with frustrating and/or'
provoking experience54 When a player retaliates it usually suggests
that illegal tactics were used against him, therefore, one. must
retaliate.to protbct his selféimage. Traditionally, hockey players

act in a retaliatory manner in reaction to any use of assaultive

behavior against ‘them. Retaliation is indirectly a form of revenge

Ain hockey ‘One might ask why is revenge Such a deep—seated and.

) intense passion7 -Erich Fromm, in his;recent book,.zhe Anatomy of-A

Human Destructiveness, comments'

»\l -" .

Revenge may be said to be a magic reparation, but
assuming that this is. so, why is this desire for

reparation so intense? Perhaps man 1is endowed with

- an elementary sense of justice, this may be because’

1 there is a deep—rooted sense’.of "essential equality

(Fromm, 19?3 118) ‘ . o .
In conjunctlon with retaliation, fighting and the use of injur- o

ious behavior in hockey is a spontaneous reaction., Spontaneous

outbursts occur ‘in hockey because of its. fast pace Incidents of-

1casua1 violence happen 8o fast- that one does not have time to o
-thlnk, just react ' Often serious injuries are inflicted upon oppon—vd‘v

'ents as’ a direct result of a players spontaneous reaction to being

P

that if you have been injured through "foul play",'retaliation is in

" order. . The immediate impulse is to strike back no matter how tall or
broad or. muscled a player may be. You always’have the equalizer V{{ ;

(i e. ,vthe stick) It is not known whether this spontaneous quest
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for retaliation.ishinstinctUal or if it has_been.inhredhinto our
game’through prior learning.experiences. | |

The present data does.not suppbrt_the hypotheSis that frustra—u
’tion 0r~revenge.always 1eads‘to aggressive}behavior hr-violence.
From considerable personal observation and experience the author .

- does feel‘ however that a limited amount of violent behavior - |
(assault included) may reSult from frustration From the data it -
happears that the frustrating experience usually instigated action_
_that was. 1earned.or acquired through prior socialization
o The main contention among the proponents of the frustration—“_“:
'aggres51on hypothesis is that by removing or alleviating ones

‘frustration, the individual reduces his desire to aggress From -

T

_the study it appeared that rather than redﬂce the likelihood of an :

individual to aggress, the frustrafion aggression explanation of

T o

aggressibn and-viole appeared to have an increasing effect on

one's Ito aggress.. The players‘ found when adopting a

'huent attitude or. position, their opponents were less likely to'
frustrate them, consequently the players used aggression and violent'
ibehavior to ward 0ff frustrating experiences.» When attempting to
”answer thelexplanation of frustration, no single answer can hope

.ﬁto.explain the theory aloue however, it becomes a mixture of the

Jvarious theories together with greater emphasis directed toward the

'social]learning‘explanation.;

ﬂSocial LearninggTheory of Aggression and Violence.

= Many Psychologlsts currently feel that most aggression and ViOIent ;:f:j

: behavior are acquired or learned through socialization processes and
: S Lo oo
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: cultural indoctrination (Bandura.and Walters,.l963; H;D..Smith, 1972;
McPherson, 1974). This process begins at birth and continues through—
out the life cycle of one's existence on earth -The 1ndividua1 is |
capable of being. taught new forms of behavior at: 8ny stage in the. life |

—cycle, although researchers feel that the most. influential time state

.is between childhood and late adolescence During this period the ‘

i;aividuil_is exposed to significant factors which will influence

his .behavior. ' The two most’ 31gnificant factors are identification

and imitation Youngsters are soc1alized into sports in much the same~“~’

_ manner as they are into society in general They must receive guidance

| and direction from‘the adults When learning'sport roles‘one mﬁztt-
‘identify with those who have become successful and justlybrewarded”

: for their endeavours By imitating role models the child becomes

-socialized into soc1al structure (Bandura et al 1961) From the

“data presanted in this thesis there is a great deal of evidence to;'

.

show : that sport roles are not inborn in an individual but are ac--
.quired and learned by identification imitation, and emulation flnf !
v.today s society there is a widespread approval of violence in sport

and. this has been shown in the recent upsurge of violence in hockey..’< _dh

,’,

. If in fact violence is acquired or. learned through identificationfyvuu::,,r.

‘iand emulation of role models, thoh the present data tend to suggest,'pf

'then the' game of hockey does an - admirable job in providing violent

models »It
'fBandura s mo»elling theory does provide an adequate eXplanation for
f[the prime cau es of violence in hockey This, coupled with the violent

f'attitudes of :

'ould appear then from the data presented here, that f{?;if5f.fiflh

ociety and w1despread technical production»of violence ff ff:ﬁ heﬁ

as created an atmosphere in which individuals condone 'f-f”-ﬁt-'”
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and appreciate violence. in hockey.. It would appear from present
observation and research that a large portion of the hockey structure

feel violenCe‘isxunavoidable-and part of the game. One'knowledgeable .

‘hockey observer stated, "We teach violence to youngﬂplayerS.tolan-'

\r, . N . i

_ extent’that has never been knowr beforé”...

Bandura and his associates maintain that it is the influence
of 51gnificant others that shape mold, and direct an individual

toward'preferred iroles nd the behavior ‘we expect from them, Asb

to a-great extent, is true. During the interviews with pre—pro—
/ -

' fessional and profe351onal hockey players the author asked if the S

. players felt the v1olent aggressive behavior displayed was . instinct— o

ual or if 1t -was acquired "and 1earned throughout one 's. hockeylcareer

'With0ut hesitation the players answered yes" to the latter Upon
.:further questioning, most of the players felt that the way the

~hockey structure is set—up today one cannot aVOid becoming involved L

~N-

- w1th=viqlent behavior. If all the emphasis were directed toward

on—violence from day ‘one’ vthen hockey would likely be almost

;s"\.,', .

AiolenCe free SOme of the players felt that there are individuals ;L *

:fw'o are more likely to become violent than others That is to say,- h'_’

'tiey hawe a deeper urge to aggress, but not necessarily an instinct—'-?l B

“.Z;ua gurge.k When channelled or redirected prOperly, aggression can be L

'rlaggression unjustly Players are made to bel%eve that assaultive

: atisfying experience Our society has in many ways rewarded \]‘3>v,~;'.

‘vanc v1olent‘behavior are necessary in order to have a gratifying

I A IR e R SRS
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L | ‘ ‘ .
However, when aggressive tendencies are mis-used and directed
: Lo

toward violent activity, ‘many are lead to believe that the only

e

_reason the individual behaves in a violent manner, is that he has
. R /

been a "born fighter;.from the start. They neglect-tOYStudy his _ “ o
past history of aggression : The author suggests that if one . could"
‘\'_ .\.

possibly study 1ndividuals from very early childhood to their present

position (in hockey), the social 1earning theory versus the instinct::;
ual~theory of aggression and violenoe would be resolved The-author.
is inclined to believe the social learning theory would prevail. at _1J~
least from the data andiresearch available at present.3\ x‘,llﬁﬁi R j;“ﬂ?
Throughout the study ‘the author has indicated that the social vl
learning theory of aggressionLdoes account for a: large part of :

violent behavior in hockey depicted by the material in

Chapters IV and V much of the present data in this study was

K

devoted to the Social Learning Theory whereby hockey players are

'jf reared by a process known as socialization When investigating

the present data one can observe that the theory alone cannot e
, pos31bly account for all of the aggression (reactive and instru—'
mental) and violence in hockey However, it does,‘at present

appear to be the most viable of single explanatiOns of violence in

i

'f,zi;f<NETferrEéT]oE{THE:aRoFESSIONAiSV}a_f 5

Who is really to blame for the violence that has riddled North

' America hockey?. Some say it is the professionals, others say it
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&

v

o conducive to amateur play o Tbey believe that the influence of

starts;at the amateur level with the young players. Constantly,‘
; . A o : ce '

it seemg each body is conddmningjthe.other-as'hgingiresponSible

3 for the|increase of violence.‘.The amateur bodies are_inferring

2t

that the professionals are prov1ding a style of hockey not
&

o o

professional hockey with its emphasis on winning and the use :

v,

of violence ‘as a tactical instrument to achieve that goal

has produced a bad model for the. amateurs to emulatﬁ, On the

* Sl

. other hand, the professio ls are suggesting that the administrators

,-."

'of minor hockey are to blame net the kids. Today parents, coaches,

and the administration in general are encouraging violence,' The' o

professionals infer that' 1f they want to stop the violent behavior
\ .
in minor hockey, they ean. They do not have to cater to the pro-v

.

', fe551onal structure. Howie Meeker, foFmer professiondl hockey

player and coach puts most of the blame on the parents, He states,f

we need to educate the parents., if the parents were barred from

the rink you w0u1d likely clean up the game considerably" (Howie

Meeker Hockey Night in Canada December 14 1974) No doubt thisg

t-‘.

great debate could last forever The author believes that both

bodies share the responsibility and must attempt to work together

in presenting-a better image for the game Both must reassess their

existing structure and make the necessary changes

149,

From the present study, the author suggests that the net effect;f“:,:“"

L

of the professionals on violence can be divided into three areas,"

(l) the emulation factor = often the professiohals do not provide

the best model image for youngsters to identify with (2) the »;“-‘

Lv -
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structure.itself.; it is professionally oriented-to thefultimate
.goal of winning irregardless ‘of strategy -and methods employed

. and 3) the media exposure - the media is indirectly responsible
for magnifying_the violenee at the professional 1eve1.~ These are h

three areas in which maJor criticism was directed at when discussing

. violence in professional hoekey o ., o . 'lflll o X

Emulation Factor
”'. The effect of stars onlyoungsters is. very significant ‘rioef'

and time again the data has demonstrated the powerful effect that
Hfrole modelling has on up—and—coming young hockey players Players,-
'young and old, continually look to the professionals for guidelines --‘“

N

and styles which they can pattern themselves after When

searching for the ideal techniques and skills of the game, one is

: [.narurally going to look to" those who have become most successful and

;these usually are professional stars.‘ Unfortunately, the professional
stars are not always in the best position to offer themselves as
':'beneficial role models. Having youngsters emulate professionals :'

: posedly the best may often prove disastrous in the long |

. run Y-This may be well demonstrated by an.incident observed by the -1 Uﬁ
‘"”iauthor among a group of twelve year olds in a neighborhood garage

RCEEIE T

fThe young boys were playing ball hockey aqd when the author stopped
. Voo -
yjand qnestioned them to see 1f they were having fun, one of the
: CUREEE ST
}fyoungsters replied, this is great we re the Boston Bruins and

"they (pointing to the opposition) are the Philadelphia Flyers,

lhﬂland every little while we drop our. sticks and gloves for fights..tjd?f—
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' like the pros,dg in the'NHL." This incident is‘typical of the”

response given by many'youngStcrs who have taken upon themselves .
: 8 i

to emulate the professionals.

As seen by the role analysis of the violent hockey model ie -

' is easy ‘to underst nd why youngsters would want - to emulate such’
action The role analysis, along with the abundance of players :
going to.the violent—oriented role model indicates Jjust how im-
Aportant this dimension of the game has been stressed in. recent'

years. It would be naive to think that youngsters %hould disre~‘
. L

gard the undesireable models~in professionallhockey and only select'

v

those which offer the correct and’ acceptable . styie 'Ag‘depicted

t1n the role anaylsis of role modeis, the violent role isg becoming
’ as dominatlng as the non—violent -role, and to a certain extent

L acceptable as legitimate behavior. - o

Amateur hockey has been noticeably affected by the professional

-‘model ‘ Granted the professionals have a great deal to offer the

151

;amateur sdene in the way of developing superior talents To have ;: -

young players watch and imitate major professional superstars ‘can’

’lonly be beneficial in demonstrating how many of the skills of the

:game should be- developed . It is th adverse incidents and manner-f”*:

isms that have presented all the p oblems The use of violent be—”f;if SRR

;havior is being witnessed and used as a strategy for team victoryi; L

| rThe philosophy normally adopted by the professionals is often emu—fhf_,;vl'*”

‘lated at all levels of hockey., With the reinforcement and rewards LT

.f'that are. given to violent role models in professional hockey,_some—f.f,”'
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“‘times the only alternative for the youngster is to adopt.this

specific"model S ) o o . ;

P

-, The thing that disturbs the author is the fact’ that many-
b profeSSionals appear at times to instigate or publicly acknowledge’f

their role” as being successful and gratifying Having ydﬂhg
"players hear.or read quotes such as the follbwing can only enhance;
‘ ! players decision to emulate this Lind of behavior "I m-more
9
i j‘ valuable in the penalty box than I am sitting on the bench" (Globe
‘and Mail May 6 1976), and "I'm not gonna stop fighting e:envif
Eol e ,

L 1 could It 5 one "of ‘my assets and if it helps win games I m

& -

going to keep fighting" (Windsof Star, June 4 1974) ?ar t00 vff

.-
. »

_often players do not take the necessary precautions to avoid
20D . .

.B.' 3 creating a .bad image of themselves They do not appeai to realize

vthe ramifications of their behavior. Often professiOnals get i °
caught up" in the professional structure and fail to see or
reallze the full effect that they have on amateur hockey Players
‘adopting violent roles usually do not equate their behavior to
.what is right or gqod but to . what is necessary or‘most rewarding
This is one area in which the professionals could help immeasure—
G

ably. That is,'strive te portray a public image conducive/to a N

i

, non—violent style of play

?i!:fWinning = The Ultimate Goal
| The total professional structure revolves around the ultimate
| goal of winning., There is an overriding value of winning and the o

;ﬂg-use of physical coercion to enhance it.: Because of the prestige

:]and financial_rewards available at the professional level, players ff;"l"




and management direct all their attention toward winning at any

. costs. ‘ In this modern era of hockey, professional teams have ¢
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b

'attempted to blend brutality with' the” natural ‘skills.of the game
"to .produce a championship team, nd have developed a successful

<formu1a Aggressiveness, toughness, nastiness, and the correct

amount of talent are the main ingredients This is not an easy -

:task, 'a’s, many major professional coaches will sadly testify

o .Seeking to find the correct blend of talented and tough players;

teams are’ stressing intimidation and the recruitment of policemen

and goons nd conSequently there is more violence. Lawrence Martin,

/

",Toronto basedasports writer, suggests that the dimension of the'
physical intimddator is: becoming more and more indispensable to '

':SUCCessful hockey tEams (Toronto Giobe and Mail January 18 1975)

D
The present study w0uld seemfto verify this fact ' Personally the

¢

-author feels that the hockey has not become rougher but more

' violent One of the reasons‘for this is gue to eﬁpansion In

the past the major professional Jeagues Were resgrved for highly

fﬁskilled players ‘who had to rely on their speed finesse%,shooting,.

)

“fetcl to make it : With expansion maJor profesadonal teams have
Al_had to resort to employing specialists who are not required to. possess

'“7xtoo much talent per Se There are- often players playing on major

LA

profe351onal teams who are poor shooters, skaters, checkers, but

"'fthey are very adept at flexing their physical talents, consequently

. o

they have become an 1ndispensable member of the team._ Players who }
.frank high in penalty minutes are in demand These players are'lf,gl’

e Judged or'assessed not by their goals or assists, but by the_'
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“numbér of penalties they have accumulated, hlhis statistLp‘is an
important credential because, at,the professional level, it is a
”yardStick"*for toughness and aggressiveness. Unfortunately»
for thergame,-the.most successful major professional hockey tlubs
have had the highest total in penalty minutes; which .has seta
precedent tor many other teamshto follow (Hockey News, 1972;'1973,
1974). Teams are resorting to this'strategyAboth at the amateur"‘
~and professional level. ,ﬁith the influx_of.teams recruiting
.”policemenﬁ, "goons",A”intimidatofS", etc.‘in order to become
successful, both at'the box,office and onvthe ice;ithe demand for -
p'such players directly affectsrthe SOcialization of pre—professional
and minor‘hockey'hopefulsq - |

- The effect.that the above philosophy and/orvstrategy has haduon
"amateur. hockey is reflected in the current style and emphasis that
1s put on winning.. From research (McPherson, 1974 M D Smith, 1972; -
‘~1974) it would seem’ that many minor league coachesc(amateur and )
pre—professional) are adopting the professional philosophy of -
*?winning with the use of muscle . The typical reSponserwith the' :;.} L;la
;,.amateur coach is that, f At works for the pro 's, it should work
for us , w1thout seriously looking at’ the talent on &heir specific i‘
,{hockey teams, It would be nice to believe that bringing muscle,;f.
'¥nto a tegm automatically results in success. There_are manyfother
factors neededgvbut often coaches do not realize'this ' For this‘f
reason many coaches unintentionally create a problem which usuaIly

. ()

= culmlnates in vlolence. The ultimate goal in amateur hockey must. be

[y
S ‘
Lt
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separated from that of the professional goal. A great deal of
criticism has been directed at the amateur 1evé1 because coaches

and parents have in fact attempted to follow the professional

philosophy. Being realistic, youngsters, and of ten mature adole-

scents, cannot cope with the pressures-and expectations that

| .

professionals are“sﬁbjected to. 1t is because of this that amateur

hockey has suffered. We must de-emphasize this ultimate goal of

} -

winning, if we want,to see a decrease in the amount of violence
in amateur, and to a certain extent, professibnal hockey in North

America.

A trend that has evolved ag the pfe*professional level of hockey

is that players often shunt aside winnihgrand concentrate on

establishing their own reputation. In this case winning has become

Fy

secondary to their own pgiority, that of establishing themselves

at the expense of the team. In short, winnihg.haé succumbed to

©

rééognitipn and personal re%ard. This wili inevitably occur when

a team has been %atheﬁatically eliminated from advancing to,the
play—offs? or cannot ﬁgtter their positiqﬁ‘in league. standings.

As iﬁ&icated'in.the prévious chapfer, it wil; als; frequently occur

[

To-a g}eat extent it would appear that personal recognition becomes

[

when a team is losing or winning by a margin:too great to overcome. '

téaﬁ recognigion¢wespecially at the prejprofeésional ﬁével and parti-

cularly with plgyers.who'are,dfaftéble, Outside of this factor
winning is the'méjof concérn aﬁdﬂteams have;révertéd tbfalmost_

anything to achieve it.

g
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Media Exposure of Professional Hockey

When diséussing the net effect of thelprofessignalé on the
Lot;l hockey scene, the effecf of the media inadvertently arises.
Many feel that profégsiénal hockey has always had violent behavior
but rarely was it exposed. Wiph the onslaught gof mofe teleyiséd

. games and expansion of major préfessional gockey,‘fhe violence

and aggression is being magnified. Professional hockey is getting

more coverage than it did a decade ago} With exp?gsion, major

4 LI

'leagqé hockey has been intfoduceé“to a much 1argex'.ppulds,’copf
sequeﬁtly'it receives méré cove?age ip local neWSpaﬁers gnd,tele4
vision5staﬁith. Where it was oﬁce only.necessary:fo give gahe RS
-suymmaries and highlighté; it has now Qébome almost mandﬁtory to
répqrt abogtAeveerhing which occurred in che gamé, ihciuding
-violence. - | o
. L]
The major c;iticism_is'ﬁot at the telgvising of hockey games,
“ mbut Lhé éﬁpareﬁtly inogdfnale gﬁOunt of>Coverage'tﬂatf§iolence
" receives. _Hockey has "always had phé violent’elemen? in‘it, but
it appears_ﬁhé; television netwofks ;re-exploiting tﬁe'violeﬂﬁ
aspects. This is.evidént when a fight.éfupts, teiévision pépdefs
to.it'by makiﬁg;sure eyerybody-éees theviﬁcidént thﬁéé or four  t
timeé, c0mpietg withfstopféction Slow'm;tion and ép.uno%ficiall

judgement about who won what round of what fight. - The same holds
truemfof a 'spear", "butt?end”FOr_an«hnnecessary "¢heap-shotv;.
'One”might ask;;how éan'we‘stop'the‘emphasis on~violence_by tele-

. . < . . .

vision® It is up to the public to stop it. Pierre Juneau, chair- '

man of the Canadian Radio-Television Commission, says ?he is.spf-

prised by the amount of vipiénce inAteiéviSed)professional;hockey'.'



‘sames, but won't take action unless there is a public outcry"

(Ldmonton Journal, August 31 1974) .

The newspaper is also responSLble to s&ne degree for the in—
crease in'violence, as a ‘result of its coverage of professxonal.
hockey. lhe newspaper‘is second to-none vhen it comes tovreporting.
‘violence. The "pressh has .tremendous power, apd if they wiShf |
.could certainly help turn the game'arohnd. .The sports.pages do -
not seem‘to be:a'logical place to emphasize the realism of vio;_
lence. ‘One woule almost believe that reporters:QO'out of their
- way to feport fights»anq violent.behavior at:hockey,games.,.To
some the brutal‘aspectsvof the game has become theit_frame of
reference. Personally the author feels'many,ofvthe:sports re—
hporters couldhuse some discretion in‘their teporting'ofwviolenf-'

: behavioi‘in heockey ganes; o :‘ . /“ '.;,

The underlying effect from the overplay of hockey violence
in the media can be summed up as, the blUnting of sensitivity -
almost dehumaniaing at times. Many of the players have become
hardened they have been’ condltloned by the media‘to an accep—
tance of casual‘v1olence -and overt behav1or unbecoming sports-.'
manlike.conduct.‘ Mass media in Many instances is fostering an
~area of legitimacy of violence | As a result 1t is not unusual
that young hockey players get the 1dea that violence is alright
‘-1f it receives. atfention ‘and apparent approval which in most cases5
it dOes,‘ The professional players‘arelnot‘reSponsible'for the-
coverage. they receive fton the vafious media sources: TFhe players°
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are generallyvnot:concerned how the game is reported and invwhat-v~
‘manner. There is not a hue—and—cry amongst the professionals

to:rcport all thc.violence-whichloccurs in thejéame. The "pressff
take.it'upon themselves to report violent behavior with the idea

that it is‘what’the public.wants._ There has been evidence to show
_that, "if you give it to'the,public“long:enough, they'lleaccept it."
(Werthamy 1969;'McMUrtry, l974a). 'Having ‘the public (players in~
cluded)‘continually read about-the-violence in hOckey; will'event— .

ually have them expecting to see violence regularly at»hockey ganes.

If we are to rectlfy the problem of violence in- hockey, both at

the -amateur and profe531onal levels, it is time we paid SOme atten~
‘tion‘to the coverage,it receives; | | | | o
ln summary, the.net’effect'that‘profeSSional hockey playerstand‘ ]
. the hockey structure has on'aggressionvandiviolence is three~fold'

' 1rstly, the emulation factor in which young players identify to

and 1mitate is not conducive to the proper development of hockey
”skills. Secondly, the professional structurg\overstress winning

and indirectly thls has lead players_and coachestto think in terms

bf winning:atiall coéts,.regardlesshof tactics and\strateéy'enployedl'
. SportSmanship and fair play is no lonéer the.ultimate goal in amateur
f-hockey. Although it still exists, it has become almost obscure at f.

. the competitive-level Third1¥¢~£h9_99§1§l3523§335\that professional

e

. C ‘/‘\ ) DR N .
.hockey receives is not approprlate for. the viewing a;;l;;EZT“Tﬁa,,;*femglc»

' media is magnifylng violence in hockey so that youngsters are

»fbeginning to accept it as rlght and good | By means of the media

hockey players, young and old are being mls educated about the
game.'.Onevhockey,observer, who wanted to.remaih‘anonymous, best
: o , i SRR DT

[P



- summed it up with his comment:

The glitter and spectacle of professional hockey
over the past few seasons has left a bitter’ legacy
_for the countless thousands of children and young
men playing the game. They were probably the most
violent on record. 'Far a sport which claims to
« build character abd. spirit among young Canadians
the roll call of distasteful incidents makes de-

pressing reading and viewing indeed
. o

I1I. POSSIBILITIES FOR CHANGE

fAfterudiscussing, explaining, observing.and researching the. .

nature and causes of violence at the pre—professional and'pro—

fessional levels of hockey, the author attempted to suggest

possible changes_{hat might alleviate some of  the violence. The -

: study directed its*attention to three areas;.(l) rule structure;

. 3

(2) administration‘ and (3) players, coaches, parents and fans

' An attempt was made to limit the- possible changes to those that ’

\

could be felt immediately and to ‘those which could be realisti-

Vcally incorporated without changing the overall structure.l

;Vgp*

When discussing possibilities for change the author believes

A

we must rely on the social learning explanation and socialization

--processes to instigate change ) It is in this area that the innate

vexplanation might receive some criticism If the innate theory was

: totally accepted”as being the main cause of aggression and violent

‘f'behavior, then little could be done to alleviate the problem of

- violence in hockey.; If it is generally accepted that violent roles

"and aggression are primarily a product of -our culture and a result

j,of the socialization process, then by changing or altering the hf‘

te .



.process andfor modifying the rules, we may be able'to_change‘the
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»structure and thus eliminate the violent roles. It may'not be

]

realistic to think that all the violent roles couldkdr should be e
.eliminated. In some respects,-aggressiOn and;violent'roles have’

‘become a functional aspect of the Sport.

The main contention regarding change is that players have been

to a great extent by the ocialization process and the proféssidnal _'

structure itself, forced and fan ted into becoming policemen 5

"goons",'etc As indicated by the data in Chapter V, the roles andf”

.socializarion process appear to be role governed, reinforced and’

learned Tt becomes apparent that if change is in order we must

change the reinforcement of violent roles, and the process whereby

violent roles become.sanctioned ' In order to instigate change and

,fdiscourage players from selecting or becoming forced into violent

»\

roles we must provide negatiVe reinforcement‘for thesearoles so

described; The present structure must be modified The learned

- roles can. be modified by changing the rules that govern the roles

By eliminating the positive value and reinforcement associated with

'violent roles it would appear logical that the roles and role models

would s@on disappear Having the role models which exhibit aggressive_-

and violent forms of behav1or no longer available would ultimately

v

B lead to a decrease in opportunities for imitation and/or identifica—~n:‘::'

‘tion by younger players through the enforcement of rules which o
:~‘prohibit players from adopting violent roles,.players would have to -
}jconform ‘to the changes or be eliminated Tt must become disadvan-fd?:inf
‘rtageous for a team to have members who continually adopt violent “"“lf

”",attitudes and exhibit violent role behavior Ieams;and:individual;~’-“ S

o
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A | : .
' players will often attempt to . "test and/or manipulate the rules .

Y

\ofcthe _game tO'thEir advantage.i By imposing tighter rqstrictions
\ “ ) ‘: ’. .

,Snd enforcement of certain rules much of the violent behaviorn‘as"
l . e .

‘it exists today, could be eliminated

v

“

] - An example of this was seen recently in minot‘hockey,bwhere the‘htl r:f;f
fanadian Amateur Hockey Associatlon have imposed scrict rules re—xfd?-sndf*lh
arding the use of the stick (Edmonton Journal May 22 1975) ;

increasing ‘the length and seriousness of penalties for illegal use

_of the stick, they hope to d13courage players from using the stick i;;l?:.'.

'as a weapon Although these added restrictions pertain primarily

‘to amateur hockey, it is a step in the right direction The follow-

0

. ing 5ection will: attempt to deal with further possibilities:for }f

.¥ change and areys of\concern.

'-RuleiStructUre P

The rules of the game are one of the most important means of

| creating a. suitable environment where skill and positive attitudes
'are reinforced over the negative aspects such as the tactical use}1
of violence ‘ It is the purpose of the rules toxkeep the game under
control so that the players can develop the skills of the game
'w1thout having to be concerned or pre-occupied with defending
E themselves from illegal tactics The general consensus is that l
there does not need tokbe a large number of rule‘changes* but a
'lcloser scrutiny and enforcement of many of the ekisting rules ?lf.ﬁ

‘llMost feel that "the rules are already in the book all we: have*e




.{fthe value and effect of the”cvrrent‘ruieé
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o "
- . .

'ito db is enforce them thekbfficials must call the infractions more

L uéloéé&y? : Often many of the-officials are ot strict enough they

._’ 5;

:illet hhe gamq getooun Qf‘hand in far,too many games g Rather.than ‘make .

K X

}}too many rule-changes =y careful analysis Should be made to determine

"‘ ".‘ \ ,. oo b
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the participants. .
If there are any major rule\changes to be made thdyishould
concentrate on the severity of. punishment At'present*many of

the penalties are not- severe enoughr The negative aspect does

not outweighOthe positive aspnct of taking a penalty. For;in—

‘stances, if a player deliberately attempts to, injure an opponent,

he’ should be banished from the game and heav11y fined (in the'

‘case of profe351onal hockey) This would place ‘more emphasis

- on the negatlve aspect and detract the players from using this

ifta@@&C Also, many penalties should be changed whereby the team'

isufﬁérs instead of JuSt the. player, asin the case of misconducts.»'

It also appears that punishment handed out by league officials i

(referee—in—chief and the presidents) are not severe enough in

terms of suspensions and fines., Increasing these will no doubt

have players think twice about becoming invblved in a serious

-1ncident on the ice

Referring back to the interpretation of rules, officials must

[ 3
a8

rbecome more aware of the aggressor in many altercations In the
‘ present rule structure the aggressor or instigator can reoeive an

additional penalty. Unfortunately the aggressor is seldom singled

"b ‘ which results in much of the retaliation. If players know

\o.

':.;-ﬂturn away more often ' The thinking of players now' is that,?"if

- is, then you might as well make it worthwhile The sooner steps f;

‘that the aggressar in ‘a fighting or‘"high sticking" incident will

e

: redeive a more severe penalty, they will find it to their advantage to R

b

_you are going to receive a penalty regardless of who the aggreSSOr y?f;f:}”

i
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are taken to see that fighting; intimidation, retaliation and’
provocation of an opponent are no longer advantageous to a team,

“or "part of the‘game"; the healthier hockey will be.

.;Administration

: Administratively,_amatgur and‘professional bodies’ are as much

to hlame.fOr'violence as are/the_Players; coaches‘and'fans. .lf.
\the respective governing:bodies.wouldtplace'greater'emphasis on-
: the purposes and obJectives which stress clean sportsmanlike hockey;_
it would be easier for the rest of the participants to comply

.:Administrators at the professional level are only concerned with
profits and ensuring that the league remain'functional Many of

the coaches and players feel that if there are going to be" changes,

: they must come from the f,op The administrators of the league
l_have the authority and power to‘initiate change. They are{thei
onesiwho;_ln essence; control'the fateiof-hockey atfboth 1evels,A
-:‘particularly at the amateur 1evel where administrators become :
'hmore directly involved with the total program Here-the'adminiStrajj‘_p.
: » e

?tion is not confronted with team dwners, directors and governors

;fwho are associated w1th particular teams -in, the league.h'In;pro—
g:fessional hockey interests are somewhat!confliCting in. that they are.j}»s,=~
vconcerned with the operation of the 1eague as well as having an in-?i“
A'h;terest in the operation of their individual team For exampbe;#the“board?f
_hof governors are not going to approve or legislate.rulevchanges and >
'y‘recommendations that will affect the profits of a team (in terms of'

’7spectator demand and att dance),-even if the changes reduce violence._*f:’”

PRt

[d

v This is genesally not a problem faced by amateur bodies.‘u'if

@ \!‘ g
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A suggestion which is both logical.and'realisticiistto have
governmentubecome-more-involved in administrative duties. Since
the~government has.not got‘a direct financial interest in'the
leagueiitself, it could offer relatively unbiased;assiStancer The'
amateur level could/benefit greatly from governmentvinvolvement,
.particularlv, in terms oflfinancial assistanc¢;- Presently,:a~largé
leortionbof'operational'costs.at'the amateurnleve1~come.from pro—:
fessionalusupport and gatefreceipts. It~isvnot a‘healthyfsituation
in amateur sport to have the regulatory body\depend on either the
professionals or. the box office to sustain themselves (William
"Murtry, Toronto, May)-1974). The financial assistance should be

directed at education.and'certification of coaches instruction -

and certification of officials, education of public (particularly

. parents), support of research To some extent the government could

'control the jurisdiction of professional bodies, which indirectly
might affect the style and emphasis of the_game Further research -
s needed into this area for one to adequately assess its influence

- ¢ o .

;and value,

Although it was not the purpose of this chapter to delve into )
':proposals for change the author subjectively feels t‘at the admin—:
‘.istration of hockey (amateur and professional) needs to be care— .f’

'”fully investigated if we. wish to create & better environment for

the»game.t> - '3_1-7_ S 'f: ' :’“ .'ifﬁf'

'VPlayersJ Coaches_J Parents and Fans

When attempting to change or reform violent behavior a certain

. famQUnt of responsibility should be placed on the playerS,'coaches and St e

1



‘lacrosse died in North America o | ‘i ?jZ"

e L]

parents (amateur level). Unless you receive the cooperation from

the-players.and coaches, change becomes a very difficult task. ' Once

4

the ‘players and coaches become educated to more appropriate behavior,
there will likely follow a noticeable improvement in the attitude
of the parents and fans. ln.amateur.hoCkey there should be a direct

. : X ’ J .
attempt made to reach the parent.

. t

In professional hockey the majority of players realize that the

¥

game can be veryientertaining and enjoyable when played within the

‘Coﬁfines'of the rules, both official and unofficial : For this to .

N
occur all teams and players must conform to similar philosophies

Diverging from a. standard philosophy andfor objectives ultimately .

results in the use of inapprbpriate strategy (i.e., tactical use

"of violence) to win. .The players must also realize th t resorting '

to too much violence could possibly lead to the demis of pro-

-

- fessional hockey Many felt that this was One of the reasons why ' .

HOW can the players instigate change if the oan; and policy

.\/
v -

. makers refuse to go along w1th their suggestions° The players
are nn no. position to fight the management and administration _A'

_decade ago this was. in fact true, but with thg%ggrqgtion of pro—~

’ »

-.fesﬁional Players Associations_ the players have now received

more power and.Awithin reason, demand certain changes

[

This i " one very logical way in which the players can help make

'.'_hockey a respectable game again,. By*encouraging clean hockey‘and -

// -
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t_refraining from intimidatioh, retaliation and violent behavior the T
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players can indirectly change the attitudes and ideology of the

fan and management. If it is possible to fill the arenas. with

clean hockey, the owners will g0 along with this style;

Amatetur hockey players are not faced with the same pressures
as professional players. By.educating the coaches and'parents to

the proper methods and development programs, the player will

. adapt more'readily.. It would seen fair to say that amateur players,

- especially youngsters, are‘moregsusceptible to change.

There are many coaches who are»notbproperly qualified to coach

in amateur hockey. The coach has a dramatic affect on'the behavior - -

" of his players. Having an irresponsible, non-qualified coach can-

create many problems. It is-the responsibiIity of 'the executives

and administrators'to make sure there are qualified coaches in

- amateur hockey. ‘It shOUId be mandatory that all coaches be cer-

tified and introduced to the phiIOSOphies and purposes of amateur

'hockey This requires a meeting with coaches, officials, parents
-and players since change wiﬂl never. oceur unless all individualsl
' involved are in common agreement This is especially important when

'1ndividuals are attempting to change a behavioral pattern that al—

ready ekists. Once having been certified they should be evaluated
occasionally to see 1f they are conducting themselves in a proper

manner.. The minor coach should and can be the most significant indivi—

:dual in determining the attitude and behavior of his players If it is
' apparent that the coach is condoning ‘ot encouraging a violent approach
v he should be disciplined Obviously, this will require further finan—k'

cial’ assistance and manpower but at the moment seems most practical



A -

and warrants further support. This is where the government could
. . . . . .

help positively.:
The professional hockey coach not only has the responsibility’

for the conduct of‘his,players, but he is often put in a prestigious

position and emulated'by many_amateur coaches. Following the model

ofysomelprofeSSional-coaches, many .amateur coachesiare emphasizing
the importance'of aggression in winning hockey games, and the
use Ofiintimidation as a tactical device. The coaches are
put in the samepposition'as players yhen.it comes to-imitating N
highly successful role models. Hoping to obtain the.same sucaess
as the professional coach the.amateur coachladopts the samel
. : f ‘
philosophy. Therefore the professional coach must provide the
. amateur coach W1th'a suitable model to follow.: '
When viewing pos51bilit1es for change at the amateur level, more “;,
1nformagion should be directed aﬁ the parents.‘ﬁlf change is in
‘order wermnst receive c00peration.and aidafrom the boys parents.
he parents ‘must be aware of the purposes and philosophies of ama-

teus hockey. This could be dogf by preparing a statement which

would be forwarded to each parent of all registered players. In~

-

cluded in the statement cduld be 11;.rmation on proper attitudes, B

‘ coachi techni ues and the effect of com etition on youngsters.
i; q! p

.

:3A‘Most parents are extremely'pleased'to receive}guidance'and advice;
_from’interested‘experts~as’toithe'prOper way:to motivate their
children without the adverse results that often occur with the

. most well- intentioned but uninformed parent (Percival 1974)

J
s

"To watch\and listen to parents at ngocal minor hockey game, one ‘

A

“t

K
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is inclined to agree that they need to helre—educated to the
proper methods of'motination ano to-the\most Snitable priorities
for minor hockey.‘ It has become apparent that 1§ change,is to be:
successgnl, then there must?be uniform and consistent reinforcement
fron all significant'others (coaches, parents and fans).
In summary, when looking at.possibi;ities for change the study
“ekplored-three differenthavenues;_the rule struCtnre, administra-

'tion,.and significant others and players. Many’ of the recommenda—

»

tions or proposals are applicable both at the amateur and pro- - .

- <

fessional levels, w1th some being more. specific to each level (ie
parents. - amateur hockey). The-author should mention that these
are by no means all.of_the possible changes that could be made.

However, from personal observation and data collected for this
: : , ‘ . 5

thesis,” the author feels that they might~start-the hockey subcul-
ture on its way to reform. : ’ .

In the first 'section of the chapter the authox_attempted to
) ’ . - . . : . N A . K

,explain and interpret the various theories on aggre’sion“and

violence; and their releVance ta the‘gature and caUSes of violence -
- : / .

- in_hOckey. o It became apparent that~the social learning theory

where behavior is learned through a socialization process,.:

? . 4 T &
Twas the most apprOpriate,explanation for viOlent behavior and.
aggreSSipn in.hockey4' The second‘section dealt with the net

effect of the profe531onals on v1olence and. aggression for the .-

total hockey subculture The specific areas where the profes- .

4 510nals appeared to have the most effect were°u role elling—

169
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[

effect, and the adverse éohno;ations given to media expésure that
professionals rereived.vvln an éggempt»to offer a solntion.to the
prpblemﬂfﬁncerning violence and unnecessary aggreséion, the next
section‘inéluded.information and recommendations outlining possi-
bilftieé for .change. If we arekgoing to see aﬁy change in the
existing_ét}ucture; it must come fromAthh lé&els of h6¢kéy, no'
one level can poésibl& single~handedly éqrrect or ria'hockey.bf

unneceSsary'violence. Each must cooperate with the other.



‘CHAPTER VII

RY AND RECOMMENDATION%
1. SUMMARY

. The purpose, of thisbstudy was to inVestigate the nature and
causes of overt aggressive behavior and violence in the North -

America hockey subculture.. Documentation and observation of the -

_hockey subculture tended to suggest that violence and overt.

aggression may be explained to a great extent by the social
learning. theory in so far as players are socialized into violent—

Oriented roles Tt was found that the two, remaining theories of

-aggression the instinct theory and the frust tion-aggression
e

theory, appeared to hold someWhat less explanatory‘power.‘ HoweVer;

‘no one heory could be considered a total explanation of violence

"in hockey The study did reveal that while the 1atter two explana—'

L tiQns are publicly prevalent, under examination they account for

violence-to‘a lesser‘degree than the social 1earning theory in
which behavior is basically acqulred and/or learned

The study utilized three distinct methods in examining the

-_ nature and causes of violence-ln hockey:-.(l) the primary.method

'”was the participant—observer approach characteristic of. ‘the occupa— :

-".tional soc1ological study, (2) documentary research which screened

media reports, official publicatiOns from various organizational

i

‘.levels of hockey, and a numbet of studies commissioned to examinev

N !

'hockey violence, and (3) an unStructured interview with a sample of

'_pre-professional and professional players. The technique used to :

171
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analyze the~data,was largely done through role analysis. The ™

g :

,researcher made use of it as a central techniquefgor théyanalysis :
of the’structure and functioning of the hockéy subculture; and for
‘the explanation of 1ndiv1dual and group behavior "It was acknow—.
" ledged that this technique of .analysis. appears to be basic to the
':socialization process. o

'Related literature associated_with overt aggression and violent
behavior,.and the-hockey environment was'analyaed _in.consid_erablej
detail in;Chapters‘II and Iv, both atithe.amateur:and profeSsiOnal._'
levels.:.There:wasfsufficient'evidence'to show that”there'appearEd :
to be an increasing trend of violence in North Americn hockey,
resulting in creation of a: problem deserving to- be investigated
The major concern here is that violence and overt aggressive be~
havior has become - associated with the. sport and accepted throughout
- almost all competitive.levels as somewhat legitimate and sanctioned
as an integral part of the game Although the study did not deal
'with the‘m‘nor hockey'structure in‘detail. it'did'become-evident
nthat the- problem associated with‘vroienCE“has become a social |

s K

«problem producing an. unhealthy atmosphere and environment for our |

;‘youth The latter section of Chapter IV introduced the socialization L

' n'process whereby players become confronted with various possible

violent roles available in hdckey .;‘3J'h“ . j7"bA?#“

Chapter V dealt with in detail the characteristics and inter— .-7i'
‘factions of the violent—oriented roles, and attempted to explain the o ﬂf‘

'socialization process whereby the roles are acquired and maintained

TR

‘- R . "' g ot
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oy

By this, the study hopefully provided_sdme'insight into the'process
R _ 7 ] U ‘ .

. and just how individual players become as Jciated with violent-

v

behavior.

From here the author went on to discuss and interpret the

.

' causes of violence in-Chapter*VI. This data interpretation; rela—‘

tive to the'various'theories ootlinedfin Chapter II SUggested;that -

l.

Violence and overt aggressive tendencies are for the most part D

leéarned or acquired, as explained by the social learning theory
The chapter also discussed’ the net effect professional hockey,

1n its'present structure has on"violence. The-presentwdata ’
_ - . B _ :
suggested that the professionals (pre—professionals included) haVe

]

a significant effect._ This effect tended to come from three maina"

LIS
o

r G
~areas: -

‘1. The emulation factor - professionals do. not all provide

" the best model image to identify with .

2. The structure itself - it is professionally oriented to
.the'ultimate-goal'of.winniﬁg.regardlessjof-strategy and
"_methods employed o

'l.3. ;The media exposure - ih that the media Qs indirectly "*l

_'responsible for magnifying the violence at the pro—'f

.fessional level féf

. -."
3

p It was felt that\if these three aréas of concern were dealt

with in a constructive wayv ‘the violence in hockey could possibly

-

L be decreased, and that both levels of competition (amateur and

e .

professional) must cooperate if an effective program is to take

place

g A e L
I

.
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/ Lo . e - .
In the latter sectigh of Chapter VI the study dealt with possi—

‘bilities. for change which might alleviate some of the existing forms

o~

v_of reactive_aggresslon and violence ‘myse posqébilities»for change
g ' BRI a

deal;/yith three areas:™ a' " c 'b' o ‘; -
. , ) . ‘ o B - e ‘;‘; e
" 1. Rule Strpcture . R - A R

S 2. Administration S TP o ',"

&'

-

3. Players, coaches, spectators and parents (were applicable)

Ihe suggested changes were limited to those that could be’ imple-‘

'mented immediately and to those which could be realistically incor- .

X
porated without changing the overall structure

11, RECOMMENDA’l‘IONS]‘
l. That:informatiOnlsuchips‘is contained.in this thesis o .
& : .

become available to government officials and amateur o

A % A
‘. * ..k

3and professional governing bodies (CAHA NHL WHA), so T

‘ that the problem of violence and reactive aggression

AL T

. lmight be dealt with more effectively
L . o

2. ‘That material be made available, as’ wellas.clinics'¢'
| involving CoaChES; Parents and adminis{rative officials,gih 1;f{“
;ffso that the objectives and.pnrp;ges of Bmateur and ;f,ﬁ iﬁt,
,adprofessional hockey be clearly understood and adhEtedi:f‘-r:f’
"}t 7t0 by all ' ' e | L
aldgz,That further support be given to the study of Sports;-fhj

”:h:vpsychology&oﬁ athletes and coaching techniques and ;Jﬂf"nt_

&

'”;:Q'“fﬂmethods : This could inyolve the Govetnment



175

“in terms'of financial 3upport for the above recommen-
;dations.
‘L'.l 4, 'That this study be followed by additional studies which o

further investigate the problem offviolence in both A

amateur and professional hockey such as R ’ o -

" -1; . . ;. - statistiﬁal analysis of the increase of violente k”"

© " o v
& g

. in professional hockey during the past 20 years
-i{This type of study might disclose any trends‘which
:statistically show evidence for an increase of"
:“violent behavior | ' S &
- an;indep;hlaannced{investigation:intolviolenceiin:,
h T : minordhockey (7-17);‘narticularly'the;nature‘and: )
;:s_a detailed study which explores the effect‘of the

"f7media on violence in h0ckey, and submit prdposals ﬁ;[[

{tllj-d i:in the hockey subculture“ :;5 ._}fif(“'- .;1’f2?._.;i'55;-
ff;ian indepth investigation into{the administratiVe‘b:” )
f;governing‘bodieé of Both amateur and‘professional
}%hOCkey | k-l E l . yb ..‘ ~v.~.
-f»:S. That the proposals for change outlined in Chapter VI be

implemented at all levels of hockey, and that these be L

v‘duﬁ \evaluated to determine their efféctiveness and practi-. T

nzﬂawhich might aid ‘the media in’ alleviating the violence =~ .
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I% should be noted that tape recording and/or note

_niques were not used-during.the actual Interview.

. *  INTERV4EW EXCERPTS

The following are some examples of exoerpts.taken'from the‘

interviews with pre-profeSSional and professional ‘hockey players.

i

»

of the interview were transformedfinto written form shortly

~taking tech;

-

190

' The-proceedings

following*the interview " The researcher has a complete documentaﬂ

tion of all interv1ews on record..

e

‘ * Junior A (pre—professional) Hockey‘Players (Age 17~

~19)

The pro "scouts” expect you to have the abiliby

to. take care of yourself on the iCe

"

"I am not a _very good hockey player skill wise,

therefore, 1 ‘have to take advantage of my
: abilitie_s Besides, thc’ coach expects me.
fight.f

physica1~
to ..

If someone backs down from a fight it! s not good

for team morale

: N
Most'of all though, a good fight is’ enjoyable.
'There 1is nothing like fighting: it. out with a

.guy who's. giving you trouble L

We have the reputation as being tough and

intimidating, therefore we almost become forced L

to play this style of " game.

e

'During the past few years the job ‘of the policeman, o

~.goon, . etc., has become- almost a necessity.

-Teams.

. are recruiting and/or asking thedir players to p1ayf“
. rough .and ‘sometimes dirty to win, 1It's .too bad

,spoils the game,

. ‘4If a player uses his stick on ‘me I'll use.
© . stick on him. It is an equalizer against
eto. - L v

: T

teams.have to resort to.this kind of tactic, it

{

my :
goons,

3
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1 honestly think there has been an increase in®
violent behavior over the past five years or more.

E

I,realize that I am-the'club policeman, but'it

doesn't bother me ‘that much. It becomes a job that o -
is expected of ‘me, and is just as important as the S
checkers and the goal scorers

at the sahme time enjoy seeing ights and 'some forms
. of violence on the ice, and in iunior we: certainly o
. cater to this style. Nowadays,' the hockey seems to -
be structured to this style. I don't think if is -’
instinct that ‘accounts -for the violence and _
.~aggression you speak of . o : L \

It seems as if the media and igettators expect and

Much of the fighting etc. becomes -a matter of,
reoognition Behavior which impresses the coach
.and pro scouts

o

Professional Hockky Players (Rookies)

I was accepted more for my fighting than for scoring
goals...During the’ fights the. fans cheered more than’
,if I had scored a goal :
I am a professionalw nd within reason I will do any—
thing the team ask of ne. Even if it means being the
‘tough guy orfpoliceman. =~
'Rookies are always tested you have to stand up to
the punishment or get out Establishing yourself-
early makes it edsier in the long run, but you can "t
. take on all comers. You have to kinda pick your
‘ spots ‘ S o : : I
| ,Spearing is the most dangerous infraction in hockey
I think I would: use my stick 1f someone used their =
 stick on me.: It sort. of becomes a personal vendetta
- -against the player who speared you.
-Belng the policeman I am. a valuable part of the team‘-u
A‘Since it is one of my assets, 1 ll take advantage of it

) Intimidating the opposition is a vital tactic in hockey
_ _today. T have _developed a technique for intimidating
-Zthe opposition It s all part of the game .

o~ RGN
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Profgésionai.ﬂockey-Plézer (Veteranl '

B have built up a reputation as being the enforcer
or protector and they respect me for the job: T'l1
continue as long ‘as possible. 1In a.way-it has given
me some security in- today's hockey. It has no -
doubt extended my career, . '

,Once you become labelled as a. policeman or goon, .

' you are then”expected to conform, The coach and
. players expect you ‘to perform accordingly' Some- -
' times it' is hard to readjust or drop the role.

. Retaliation has become ah essential part of the

- game -and the rules must be changed if you want to

. stop it. -Personal pride usually instigates much -

' of the retaliation. A player can't back down before -
. .his teammates or- fans. : o

t & . p v .
It becomes a matter of protecting yourself to a
certain extent. By showing that you will use your
stick or elbow when the opposition intimidates you, .
you can ward off the. intimidators and/or antagonizers.
«The supersthr often uses this: tactic. »

.
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RULE CHANGES -FOR AMATEUR HOCKEY (1975) -

Since there has been'a general concern with violence in

hockey, the Canadian'Amateur Hockey Association has adopted

several Rey récommendations by its rules committee aimed at

Al

reducing some of’the.more y'olent aspects of . the game.,

As a resultl fighting, S&oss~cheCh1ng, high—sticking, head-
‘butting, or hair;pulling, and moleSting:or mistredatment of |
referees and linesmenégyﬂplayers, coaches 3r’team‘of{icials,

will all be dealt with more}severely. In all there were'some
. -

103 rule change proposals, with the magority of major changes

‘ béing accepted by the rules committee. ‘

- Some of the maJor changes were: 1in the event'of a.fight

a player identified as the instigator 5% aggressor will be given
a game misconductﬁpenalty in addition to the five—minute major
penalty normally assessed for theloffence.' A»two~minute minor
penalty will be given.tofany player Who,.haVingvheenlstruchhby

an'opponent, retaliates or attempts to retaliate;;.Arten—minute ‘
- 'R . (3
misconduct or game misconduct will also carry uith it an automatic

_ two-minute minor penalty This 1eaves the offending player s’

“team one man short . for the twoeminute span

. In an effort to eliminate possible injuries from cross checking'\

or high—sticking infractions, two new rules were inserted in~the

/rule book A maJor penalty Lo be given any player who strikes

an opponent Xbove the height of his shoulders with a cross_check

/pr a high stiqk whether or not injury occurs.v If a player de—.A
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infraction, he will be afigessed a match penalty. In addition, -~

- or any other "unnecessary roughness" will be subject-to a match

195

liberately injures or attempts to injure an opponent through cither

a pl&yer th knocks down Ehe‘puck while his stick is above his

shoulder will be given a. minor penalﬁy and play wifi be halted
-~ ‘ S ] ' -
immediately. - . . . L
Regarding the pladyers who iﬁdulge in head-+butting, hair-pu%ling

-

penalty "in addition to any other penalties they may incur'.
: . (7 . e . . .

- The CAHA has openly_stateé that, "these afe major changes

A

which were in;ended_to reduce violence iﬁ hockey."} (Edmonton

Journal, May 22, 1975). » :
. .‘___? . . - . ) . . . . 3



