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THE GERMAN PROTESTANT THEOLOGIANE AlD
THE NATION IN CRISIZS, 1914 AND-1933

(Thesis Abstract)

ann war erﬁé out in August 17214, the German Protestant
theoloéians, like‘their compatriots, rushed to the &efensovof tnuir
natlin's honor. They =agerly placed tu2ology in the serviee »f “nn
f4‘.~rland, adapting Christian concepts to fit the'peeds of the tines;
and prauchiﬁg courage, ‘ﬂtsrminatipn, and national loyalty to théif
congregations.
. The Germans were by no means-uniqué in'thié rega;d. All-
ovorlmurooo ‘the Great War was greet@d'with'?ntﬁuSiasm, and_herqlied
by intellectuals &s a greaﬁ awaxening and a test.pf,national merit.
Historians studying ?haﬁ period'havé générally.fegar;ed the reac
of the Germén'thédlogians.to fhe war:as‘typical‘for ﬁhe.time.
 Horal"jddgmént aﬁd crﬁtiCiSm ﬁave'rarely éﬁtérédlinto giscussians
.5f the behaviour-of,%he-Géfﬁan}intellectuai; during the Great Har.

Thé'éame'ganno£ be séi@ of uhe.StU ie .31 »
profeSéiqﬁal“gfoupS in 1953; Griticisﬁ aﬁd‘méfal condemnatibn
permeate the h;stories_of that perlod and- the established churcnes
‘Havn froouentl/ been. cha3u1ued Lor their eresoon51 lity{vtheir-
‘Dllndness, and thol"w1lllngnesa o tole ;ateuand"e#ep
the inhumanity and atrocity of thé.Natiéﬁal'5001alist reg%me;

This thésig is én'attempt ﬁn"egamiﬁe and compare uné
reactiqns Qf the German PfoteSfahflthéologiéns <o these two

twentieth century crises: the First World War end the National



Jocialist #eirzure of powers The main source has been the

Allgemeine fvangelisch- Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, the official

organ of the Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutherische Konferenz.

‘Although the years 1914 ‘to 1918, and 1933 to 1945, fall within the
scope of this study, the emphasis is on the initial reactiqns of
the ﬁhéologians.to the two crises'of 191/ and 1933.

In both cases, there is évidenée that theology was used to
lend significance and legjtimacy to poliﬁical eventé, to,justif&
natioﬂal policies,and to ipspire patrioﬂism, There were, hoWe&er;
.some importantidifferenceé.' The theologians ig 1914 were almost

Y ‘
unanimous in their attempts to‘éccommodate theology to national’
valuegjikln ;?33, on the other hand,.thé,thédiogians.were éﬁarply
divided'ovér the issue of the properlrelationsﬂip betweeﬁ;the
* church and the.hatioﬁal Sébialist state.

The theglogians:of lQlA‘ana 1933 did, however, have one
vefy important'feéture'in c¢mmon; Like the cher intel;eétuals

of their times, most of them followed the trends of “the nation.

.it‘wés ohl& a'féw-iddividualg,.usually ”outsiders,” whﬁiﬁanagea
'tQ think indeﬁéﬁdently,énd to foresee ﬁhe dapgers thregtening

the‘ndtion'and the church.



PREFACK

Although literature abounds = goerman polifical, aocial

4 - -+
their 2t
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and professional group
World War from 1914 to 1918, and towards She Hatisnal Socialis

seizure of power in 1933, no comparative analysis of responses

r
Lo these two twentye*n cunfurj ises - has bheen made. . tho
contrary, atw 1tua uowards trﬂ e two events have been viewed

quite differently. .Responses to the outbreak of the war in 1914

and the subsequent 2vents of World War I lHave been und@rot >od

O

as dbeing typical for that . time--with the =xception of the emo-

tional Fritz Fischer debate--and Iittle or no moral criticisrm

‘nas invaded historical analysis. The same cannot be saii, nowever,

iss on political and professional grougs in ithe year

o)

of the stu:
1233. Altﬁough fifty yeérs'have pasced, tbe mé§nituas 9T crime
.and atrocity committed in the time between'l33{ an
,had an,impacﬂ so lésting,Athat any jiSC‘SSiéR of certain groups.
and their attitudes tokards the year 1233 Lﬁvol 5>hign 7

‘moralistic judgments and criticisms. The one exception, Hannah
L ’ ‘ . T
Arendt's attempt to deal with the destruction >f “he Jeows in

an objective, scholarly way, made ner the sbiccs
_attack, and occasioned 2 heated “on rovc“ﬂ". Co.
n the following thesis, ths attenpt has been made -
. . A
compare the responses of German Protestant thzsologians %5 the
First World War ..tr those %o the Jear 1333 and the perd L4 fias
foilowed. The goal of this comparative study is a linmitsd



[

First World War with those to 1933.. T have also defined

-and church administrators, as well as academic theologians.

one. It is a descriptive comparison and analysis which i.. the
basis for more explicit questions. These questions, however,
are intrinsically inyolved in this comparison as well. Were

the responses in 1933 in any way a logical outcome of those

in 19147 How had Protestant theologians responded to similar

. crises in the past? Does any major crisis in a nation lead

to a highly emotiornal and irrational response?

Like Charles E. Bailey's 1978 Ph.D. dissertatioh{ "Gott’

mit uns": Germany's Protestant Theologiaps in the First World War,

this study deals with Protestant theologians. Unlike Bailey,

however, I will compare the responses 'of the theologians to the
”theologfansﬁ more broadly, tq include university trained paétofs
InABailey's-dissertation; the theologiins are examined as indi-

vidual "historical personages," while‘ﬁhis study will focus on -

the Lutheran theologians as an identifiable group, as represented

in the Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutherische Kirchenzeitung.

-
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" INTRODUCTION

'

1914 - 1918 - 1933, das werden nach menschlichem
Ermessen die grossen Jahre sein, wie sié'noch nach
Generationen als die ontschéidenden'Wendepunkte
deutscher Geschichte in der ersten H#1lfte des 20,
Jahrhunderts fortleben werden.

. " -Allgemeine Evangelische Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, 1933

And he smote them with blindness.
' -2 Kings 6:18

)

The responses of Germah Protestant theologians to the

events of 1914 dand 1933 were shaped to an important extent by
the position of the Lutheran church in German society. Since
the time of the Reformation, sovereigns of the Reich's Protestant

territories had also heé@éd the ecclesiastical . governments in

'.their lands, ‘as summl episcopi. The Unification of Germany

in 1871 ‘did not substantlally change that. - The Lutheran .church

was not reorganized on a natian_wide basis, but retained its

:landeskirchiiche character, and its ties to the Landesherren

in the German lands.

. In the late nineteenth century, the Lutheran church
and ihe Gefman state.were'naﬁurél allies. Both were conser-
vative and auﬁhoritafign, both-ppposed the Seculér, reform-
5fien£ég attitudes of'fhe liberals, and both felﬁéfhreatened

by the demapdsiof the. socialist workers' movement. Under the ¢

l"Wochenschau,” Allgemeine ‘Evangelisch- Lutherische’
Kirchenzeitung 52 (29 Dec. 1933):1226. -




siogan "throne and altar," churéh ags state forméq a defensi&o )
alliagée‘against aﬁtempté to alter thé 2xisting political and

social'strgcﬁure. ,_...‘ ; R |
it waé a mutually béneficial rélafionshipl The state

v i ' .
supported and protected the church, while the church enhanced

the state's credinility and encouraged obedience to its

authérity. Thefg were, however, problems in this intimate o {
. Y | "

assoqiatfoﬁ; espegially-as the churéﬁ became increasingly depen-

Jdent onnthe sta€e fdr'financial‘supédrt. By the early twenfieth ki

Y

. f . N
cen}uryb two-thirds of the révenue of the church came from the

-

taxpayers and direct state subsidies.2 The church obtained. this
financial secufity at the price of independence. Pastors,

:while not technically civil servants, depended on the state |

for their iivelihOod;3~ They thus had the same duty aS'civil”

. servants, to conform to governmental pqlicies, or at least to

(a8

refrain from pubiic criticism of them.L Moreover, the intimate
* association of the church with the Wilhelmiﬁelstate and the

~social order of the KaiSefgeich'enhanced'the hostility of-the

/Al

Marxist workers' movement towards the church. The church became.

the enemy of socialism and a representative orf réaction, not only

- ’,

*

' 2Jochen Jacke, Kirche zwischen Monarcnie und Republii,
(Hamburg: Hans Christian Verlag, 1976),26. '

3Ibid. Pastors' income was also indirectly determined
by the state, since pastors in Wilhelmine Germany insisted fhat
their income Ye equal to that of academically traindd Staat3-
beamten. ’ : ' : : :

)

Ibid.,29.
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B because of ideclogical differences, bub also because

of ltb continuing afflllatlon with specific social power groups.

When war broke out in 1914, German Protestanf thQOIOgians,

like their comﬁatrioﬁs, responded with fexvent enthusiasm.

The theologians were as eager as the historians anu other
)‘
G

~intellectuals to prove their loyalty to Kaiser and fluherland

~

if not with the sword, then with the written and spoken word.

The'defeat of Germany and the coilapse of the monarchy

v

) . - . . ~
in 1918 was an immense blow to the Lutheran church. The German

. ProtestantﬂWéltbild was shaﬁtered, as national humiliation

replaced confldent pride, and the monarchlcal system, which

had been so intimately allled with the Lutheran church, ceased
to exist.

Relatlons with @he new republic were to prove much less

harmonious. - In xeeping with Luther's teachings oi,subm1351on

‘to secular authorities, the: church was.offioially correct’ in its

relationship with the Weimar Republic. - The republic, for its

part, provea amenable to the iﬁterests of thé_Lutheran'church,l~
It was typlcal of the contlnulty from the Wilhelmine state to
the Weinmar Republic. that the church retalned 1ts 1nst1tutlona7
privileges and its flnancia¢_§ﬁpport.5< These concessions dld .

not, however, inspire the Lutheran church to loyalty to the’

republic. On the contrary, throughout the 1920s and early”

1930s, the church allied itsélf with the right-wing opponents

< .

>Klaus Scholder, Die Kirchen und ¥as Dritte Reich: Bd. 1,
Vorgeschichte und Zeit der Illusionen 1918-1934 (Frankfurt/M:
Vgrlag Ullstein, 1977),33. '
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off Welimar. Theologians in the Allgemeins Evangcelisch-  Lutheriscne

)

Kir~tenoeitung, for example, frequently described the republ’» as

relisionslos, kirchenfeindlich, and der Staat ohne: grundsits..,

The theologians' antagonism towards Weimar was largely

“the result 8f their fear of comminism and socialism. Like
many middle- and upper-class Gérmans,'the théolbgians_had beon
obsessed with the possibility of revolution Since the day; of
Bismarck. The Russian Revolution héd exacerbated thatipéranoia.,
The theolbgians' perceptions of thg new republic, likes those
of the right-wing bourgeoié‘groqps, Qefe diétgrﬁed py their
fear of "bolshevism." Using the rhetbri¢ of the‘GQrmanl'
Natignélists, the theologidnsideplqred.the ”Marxiét” chﬁrugﬁer
of the Weimar Republic. They ignofed the facts that neith&r
did the Weimgr Constitution r?flecﬁ.soci;list"doctfine, npf

- were'the Sociai Democrats ever in a poéitibn to impoée théif
principleskon Gérmany.v On'thé]contréry;”tﬁe Social bemocréfsv'
only Dérticipafed:in the govgrning.coaiitiOns of the Wé;mdr

S

period for three-and one-half.years,
‘The fear of "bolshevism," coupl .. * virulent nationalism,
prompted the’orthodok,?rotestant theol “zians, like the rizht-

wing groups; to greet the National Scc. 3% o :zizcure of .power

© in 1933 with enthusiasm. - However, right trom the beginning,

& 4

that enthusiasm was_tinged with doubts about the new systen.

Moreover, the theologians were soon forced %o realize that the
church would not thrive in a totalitarian state.

“\



_'By-May 1933;nthe.tuenty—eight:LandeSkirchen had been

united,into a’Reichskircher-the Deutsche Evangelische'Kirchef-
but.this wpparent unity was decelving. Protest against the
‘church s acceptance of Natlonal 5001allst ideology, and lto

fdeparture'from the Lutheran confesslon, espe01ally by adoptlng

" the Arierparagraoh_(Aryan.Clause)é.led to ‘the establishment of

' the Bekennende Kirche'(Confe551ng Church) in 1934
relatlonshlp of thlS movement tp the. Natlonal 8001allst'
state»was_inoreasingly precarious, as it attempted to aVoidil

political involvément, while meintaining confessional integrity.

.Martin Luther had addressed the problem of church and .
fstate, but his teachlng of the separatlon of the two: spheres
of authorlty dld not give hlS followers guldellnes spe01flc
.enough‘uo dictate the‘proper,Chrlstlan—response to every xlnd:

of national crisis. The llberal school of theology, Wthh in

'the early twentieth century, surrounded the Berlln theologlan, .

Adolf von Harnack ~did not prov1de any new 1n31ght on the questlon

of ¢ :rch and state.- Accordlng to llberal'theologlans, such as

.6The Aryan Clause was adopted by the National Social st
government in April 1933. It was interided to remove "non-
Aryan" civil servants from office.  Some elements of the
Lutheran church, especially members of the Glaubensbewegung
Deutscher Christen, advocated the -introduction of the Aryan-
Clause into ecclesiastical affairs. See Richard Gutteridge,
Open thy Mouth for the Dumb! The German Evangelical Church
and the Jews 1879-1950 (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1976),91-151.

’

(At



Harnack, Christianity was both a historical phenomenon,. which
should be critically analyzed and evaluated, and at the sams
‘time, a.pfofoundly personal innqr experience.  Harnack's umon-‘

~log/ Locussed on ”God the fathcr,’ the Uinfiniue'value” of the
humun‘soul, and the 1nterrelaulon of the uoul with God. “Lixa
Luther, Harnack believed in a sharp.diviéion ofvspiriﬁualvani-
secular powers, - He claimed that, accordlng to Imsu”' teachingc,
the difference between the two kin'doms.was 5o great, that con-
: re . gac 4 g ,
-flict could not exist. Moreover, Harnack conterided, oesus’
teachings'were“difected at thé'individual; they were not a
: : ) ’ 7
”taeeretloal oj uem of JOCuTlne or ob1¢ouoon/ of thc unLVﬂroe.
The more doctrlnal orthodox school of Gérman:theolog”

g . - . - nJ
sbowed itsélf equally”aS‘uninterested as liberal theology, in
ethinking the dilemma'df,church~state relations. It was the

"dialectic-theology" -of Karl Barth which p:ovidéd a new per-
spective on thisfproblem;‘ Barth descrloeﬁ Gad as the' "complately
othér;” bevond human comprenen81on, yPt ful of grace tOJards
rankind. This grace took the form of God's word,'and_it was to
God's word alone that the church owed her allagiance. God's
grace, -as manifeésted "in the gospel, was tne Snly criterion

whlcn should determine the “eTatlon hip tetween. church and siate,’

The impetus for the development of Barth'z '"new +héology! had

. - o [

7Adolf Harnack, What is Christiani:iv?, trans. Thomas
Bailey Saunders, 3d ed., rev. (New York: G.P.Putnam's Sons, )
1904), 149. This boou, '$ﬂr1°s of 51fueeq lectures, presents
lueidly and concisely th~ basic tenets of ‘Harnack's ‘theology.

frans. G. Ronald Howe,

559

5 ‘ -
See Karl EartL,'L;urch~and Stat:
(London:™ Student Chrisian Movemens, 10



been, to a great extent his'perception of the‘inadequacy of'
both 11beral and orthodox theology to respond in a Chrlstlan_

way to the First World War.

This "new tneolo ”” was not represented in the Allgemeine

Evangeliséh— Lutherische Kirohenzeitung. On-the Contrary, that
.newsoaper marntalned a . con51stently conServatlve, orthodoy
P

, line, throughout the years from 1914 to 1941. . In splte of .

"lelSlons among theologlans, however, there are several feasons '

why the Kirchenzeltung can‘helregarded as represehtative of

ﬂn‘important segmeht.of the Lutheran church. . It was the official

journal of the Alléemeihe,EYanéelisoh- Lutherische Konferenz;9
and as.suoh;eohteihedhreports of.@eetings,ahd importaht;addreSSes;
to-ehehcohferehée.loy‘ih was directea at'theoiogiéns‘and edh—

| cated isymen;ll‘and hed the'largesh oircgiation.of ahy'Lhtherah-
Qeehly.lz_ The.ihpressive4list of-oonﬁribhtors_iﬁ&icatés'that'if
'was.a.fOruh forbthe opihiohs'of promiheht theologiéns{v Ereqoenh ’
*cdnffibutofs inéiuded'Péﬁl Althaus (ié88-1966) ‘pdstof, Kraﬁken;
'Dfleger durlng World War. I, and professor of Vew Testament and

oystematlc Theology, Herman von Bezzel (186131917), presldenb ‘

9Sés~fo£ sxample ARLKZ 24 (15 June 1917)1545;6‘7
See for example AELKA 21 (26 MaJ 1916) 489

1 ”Zum 50. J&hrlcen Jublléum unserer Klrchenzeluung L
ABLKZ 43 (31 Oct. 1917):1006. : : ‘

lzGuuterldge, 2 Scholder 173-4.



',7ncreaslng pressure from the National Soci allst

of the -Bavarian Lutheran Oborkonom torlum. LUJng IThmels (LUS%_

1933), Rishop of Saxony; Julius haftan (184k 1926), profassor of

Systematic Theology, and:3runo Doehring (1879-1961), Lor ool
i : ! . ‘

later Hof- und Domorediger in Berlin. The RKirchenc itans showsd

remarkable continuity in the years from 1914 to 1933, Some of

the contributors who had been prominent in 1214, such as Althaus,

_Professor Hans Preuss of zrlangen, . and Wilhelm Zoellner, the

Generalsuperintendent of Westphalia, were still active .in 1933,

——

The aditor of the Kirchenc 1tung from lQIA to Lt termination

o C e - 13 oy
n 3941 was the Lelpzxg pastor, ilhelm La*ble.- ‘Laible him-
. R . [ 3 .

2lf showea rw“ar/aole cont1nu1tj througnout the three decades .
‘he edited the pa per. - e was consistently orthodox in nis .theology,
conservative and patriotic in his politics, and anti-liberal in

14

both‘areaém LaWbla tjplLlDG the group wf'UHQOLJSLQLQ which Xlaus

Ce . . . 14
Scheolder calls die alten'Natlonalorotestanten.A“

- " AlthbughTthe years 1914 to 1918, and 1933 o 1941, fall

"within the scope of this study, the focus is on 1914 and 1933,

- ,

~“Beginning in 1939 however, alth ougn Laible w
acinowledged #s the edi tor, a short note was added %o
list:, "Filr den- gesar :ten Inhalt verantwortlich 3tud. Pr
Bergdblt. Bergdolt, judging from the articles he wrot
a loyal supporter of the National Socilalists. b
mation as to exactly who "planted" Bergdolg in
.office, but nis aooearance there corresponds with a. period o
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churches., The Alnlstr/ of Propaganda was especiall:
”urg1n~” church neéwspapers o declare support for the.war of
See J.5. ‘Conway, The Nazi Persecut ion of the Churthes (lew Yor
Basic Booxs, 1968) 233. : ' R

14 ; ~ :
*Scnolaer; 173,181..



'Thero are a humbcr of factors which make 1933, ratherlﬁhan
' 1939, su1table for a comparlson with 1914. LikenAugust|191A,

ﬁanuary\1933,was heralded by German contemporaries,Iamong,them
' ﬂhe'theoiogians,'as a tUrniné ooint; a new beginning;}5 ‘The.
rhetorlc of the early 1933 1ssUes resembled that of 1914,

,War 1magery and mllltary metaphors were often used, ahdiconfem4

,porary‘evenﬁs were.descrlbed_as der Kampl des Volkes um,seine

Freiheit, um Untergang'oder Aufstieg. Such rhetorlc, such -

enthusiasm- for the "new dawn" ‘were. consolcuously absent in the

Klrchenzeltung in September 1939 ' C £ .;j

There is" another 1mportant Teason for focu551ng on 1933

7‘rather than 1939 in a comparlson w1th 1914 Throughout ‘the.

' Flrst World War, censorshlp was ‘e respon51b111ty of the, mllltary,

-The KirchenzeitUng,blike other Germsn newspapers,-was restrlcted_
in its coverage, of theievents.of the war.‘l.6 Certain’ internal’
_iséues Were,also banned from disousSioh”inithe press; 'Neverthe;

less, there is‘little‘eyidenceumhaﬂ_these reStrioﬁions ham?ered a

freedom of'expression'in"the.Kirchenzeitung; ;-Theologieal
issues were.diseussed freely;'asrwere.the_spirithal-gspepts of =

" the war. In earlyfl933, the‘Kirchehzeitung_wes‘similarly free;

_but that freedom was to prove-short-lived under the National

" Socialist regime. '

T 15See for example P. Otto, "Krlevsbllder aus. der Helmat I,:
" Die Grossstadt " ARLKZ '35 (28 Aug. 1914) 819; and ”Wochenschau,”
AELKZ 5 (3 Feb. 1933) 114 -'-_f‘_ CL L

16Kurt Koszjk Deutsche Presseoolltlk im Ersten Welt-
krieg (Dllsseldorf: Droste,Verlag,.1968) 13,69-75.




On- 13 Julj 1933, thc Klrcncn eltunT was "vor Poliznei-

prﬂg1d1um LPlDol? blS auf weiteres verboten worden. wegm dos
‘Artlkels"Klrchenunruhen in Sachsen!." It was allowad to
resume publicatiaon on 26 July, but other incidents stifled it

'freedom'of expression; Other newspapers were being suppressaed;

on 15 qepthDer 1933, the Kirchenzeitung reported the suspen-

sion of Dle Reformation and Deutsche Lenrerveltuna..l8 In 1338,

more d1rec+ 1ction was taken agalnst the Alrchen eitung. It was

susoended on 21 December, and onlj oerml ted to resume publica-
tion on @ June 1939.  VWhen it reappeared, its size had dwindled
-_to nalf the previous nuwber of pages. In May 1240, 2 now cnl“mn
PP . - . 19 o
entitled "Aus dem aeltgescnenen” was introduced,. I*% pres=2n
. an off 01al version of war news, -and appears, from its styls

-and oricntation, to have been written.by someone ou

Kirchen:eitunz's regular circle of theologicdl contributors.

"ius dem Zeitgeschehen” graduallj expanded from two short columns
to almo T oan entirevpage. The number and length.of'the paper's
other features diminished accordingly. On 30 May 1941, the

fcllowing'nctice announced thé termlnatlon of the Allgz ewe"ne

, 17The offending arvi . .= wa chenunruhen
AELKZ 27 (7 July 1933):220. ‘wrly the sentence
government found the most ~7f mo the expres
“illusionment.witl “ne regi-e: “iagenswerte i
terung der Freudigkeit unc s .2N35 zZum naden i
unter denen, dle blsnep daffir be ~t waren."

‘ '18”K1rchllche Nachr: zhtar ! 'Ti '”‘ﬁff Pe?ﬂ, L932) 1363,

'
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Fvangelisch- Lutherische Kirchenzeitung:

}An unsere Leser! Die Kriegswirtschaft erfordert
_stlrkste Konzentration aller Krdfte. Diese Zusammen-
fassung macht es notwendig, dass unsere Kirchenzeitung
mit dem heutigen Tag bis auf weiteres inr Erscheinen ein-
stellt, um Menschen und Material. ffir andere ‘rlegs—
w1cht1ge Zwecke freizumachen. 120

This study i;'diVided into four chapters. 'fhe'first
deals with the peréeptions of the theblogians of the events of
1914, ahd 1933 Ghapter Two examlnes the way Christian conceptsv
were used to give rellglous meaning to the events of the Flrst
World War and the Nazi years; In the third chaﬁter, the activir
ties of'theologiéns are discussed, Qlile the fourth chapter
deals with the adaptatlon of the content of uheology to uho.b
Zeltgelut by studylng bellefs about God, Jesus, ‘the 01d

Testament, and eschatology.

AELKZ 22 (30 Way 1941):244. - The expiration of the
Kirchenzeitung, it seems, was not.simply.the result of paper -
shortages. In an open letter to Dr.. Goebbels. in April 1942,-
Wﬂrttemberg Landesbischof Theophil ‘Wurm implied that the.Chris-
tian press, as a whole, had shared the Kirchenzeitung's. fate:

MWas die Vertellung der Lasten betrifft, so erinnere ich daran,
dass die Einschrdnkungen des Papierverbrauchs. gang einseitig .
die kirchliche Bev8lkerung getroffen haben.. Jedermann kann eine .
oder” mehrere politische Zeitungen halten; eine kirchliche
Gemeindepresse aber gibt 'es.nicht mehr." . "Offenes Wort an .

den Relchsmlnlster Dr. Goebbels (1. April 1942),"% in %elnrlch

- Hermelink, hrsg., Kirche im Kampf: Dokumente des Widerstands -

und des Aufbaus in der evangelischen Kirche Deutschlands -von ° v

1933 bis 1945 (T#bingen: Rainer Wunderlich Verlag Hermann Leins,

. 1950),554. See. also "Landesbischof D. Wurm an Reichsminister
Dr. Lammers #ber die Elnschrankung des chrlstllchen Buchhandelb,
(5.M8rg 1943)," in Ibld.,635 -6. . :




CHAPTER I

THEOLOGICAL PXRCEPTIONS AND POLITICAL BVINTS

Wer den Ieb%ndigen Gott jetzt nicht hdrt, wird inhn bis
cu seiner Todesstunde nicht h8ren. Der Herr schenie uns
nacn der Zﬂchtigung des grossen Krieges eine friedsane
Furcht der Gerechtigkéit; deutschen Glauben, felsenfest,
2in neues deutsches Volk, das aufrichtig und tatenfron
in Gottes Wegen und Jesu Fussstapfen wandelt., Das wire
ein deutsches Weihnachten ohnegleichen,

: ' 1
-Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutherische Kirchenzaitung, 191,
g _ \

Wir haben doch gerade jetzt in unserem Volxe 2in Grosses
erleben diirfen, einen v8lligen Umbruch des Zeitgeistes.

Die alten Werte von Treue und Redlichkeit, von Zucht un-
Sitte, Volksbewusstsein und Vaterlandsiiebe, Mannnaftic-
£eit und Opfersinn sind wieder lebendig geworden.

-Landespfarrer Reichardt, 19337

‘Although the events of August 1921, were very dirfarent

from those of .January 1933, there were remarkabls sinilari
o _ AN
the way German Protestdnt theologians perceived these crises, Zoth

were neralded as turning points for the German nation, and in bobi

S

cases;'theologiané'hoped an i expected religious renewal to be
- product oflﬁational regéneraﬁién. At tbe,beginnihg of the Great
War.and'also.in 1933, théologians,were gényineed~that the chureh
ragd Christian moraiitj wef;‘lqsiné»ground; and that régénerdtion

was urgently needed to halt "moral decay." 'The theologians in both

cases used images from previous events: in German histery ta sriiculate

their perceptions, and in 1914 as in 1233, they f=lt the need to

create .heroes.and "charismatic! figures, according %o their -wn

. - "Kriegsbilder aus der Heimat. II. Die Xleinstadt,"
AELKZ 37 (11 Sept. 1911):865. ' :

‘Reichardt, "Pfihgstgeist," ASLEZ 7 (17 Feb, 1933):101,



ideals and imdges. Although the First World War and the National

Socialist regime were greeted enthusiastically at the outset, in

.both situations optimism turmed to disillusion;;HET~as events did
not develop in the way the theologians had hoped, and reéligious.
revival failed to materialize.

>

Anticipatiod.of,a spiritual,:eﬁewal was the dominént theme

in ﬁhe Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutheriséhe'Kirchenzeitqgg dUriﬁg'the
early phqses of the First Wbrld'Waff The conviction that a new age
was ddwning was frequently expressed.. In this respect, the theoio—
gians were typical of thevbourgeéis inpellectuals of their time. - The

pessimism of the fin de sidcle had prepared the way for exaggerated

optimism at the outbreak of war.> War, it wasvhéped—-ﬁotvonly in
"Germahy,‘but all over Euroﬁé—;wéuld usher’in a spiritual revolution,"
andvprovide the decisive "blow of fate" to rescue sécieﬁy from its
decadence. There afe innumerable examples of this intense enthusiasm.
. The Cétﬁolicitheolqgian Joéeph'Mauébacﬁ wrote in>1914£

"Es ist Kein bdser Tag und keine Stunde der, Finsternis;

es ist ein grosser Tag, ein Tag des Gerichts, ein Tag

* des Herrn." : ‘

Thémas Mann described thé outbréak'of.waf in 1914 as "Reinigung,’

5 .

Befreiung,...und eine ungeheure Hoffnung."

B .
of the war on the "generation- of 1914" in ™ -nce, Germany, England,
Spain and Italy, in The Generation of 191.. .. zmbridge,Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1979). ' ' ) ' ‘

nl

"4Quoted'in Karl Hammer, Deutsche~Kriegstheologie (1870-1918)
(Munich: K8sel-Verlag, 1971),265.. ‘ L

5ngedanken im Kriege,™ in Thomas qun}.Geéémmelte Werke,
13 vols (Frankfurt am Main: S. Fischer Verlag, 1974)13:533.. The.

Robert Wohl discusses the fin de sidcle mood and the effects.f

—

o



Tho theologians translatea tiie enthusiasm for- Hhe war and
the anticipation of revival into religious terms. They expected the
war to bring regeneration, not only to the German nation, but also

to the ‘¢church. In the Kirchenzeitung, a pastor jubilantly related
~his experiences on the first.day of mobilization:

Jener denkwiirdige Sonntag machte zugleich. ein Kirchenvolx
mobil, das sonst geruhig und einer selbstverstindlichen
Gewohnneit folgend seinen Sonntag neben der Kirche her
verlebte, als wlre sie eitel Luft. 6 - )

He emphasized the profound sincerity of feeling he perceived in
" his congregation:
Viele knien ganz von selbst nieder, wenn das Beichtgebet

rrsprochen wird; und ebenso bei der Ausspendung des
Sa“ramenus... Man  wischt sich hach dem Genusse des
nicht mehr so kramphaft den Mund als firchte man Anc
f=}

ein, weinevoll wird gefeiert, und-wiz viele sind
Janre hindurch nicht mehr an dieser 3tdtte zesehe

The-author adnmitted that ‘the crowded churches were the result of
more ‘than piety, dut concluded optimistically that fear “ten poinved
N LI - . N ’ ! . - ] B Ca . T ‘-.
the way %o a new 1ife. An article of September 1914 illuminated: this-

N * . . .

idea of "new 1lifs," Only a few : UnuhS orov1oule, its author recounted,

a- Social Democrat had received thunderous applause -in his community

historian Friedrich Meinecke described’ : "'”oxal*ation of 3
August 1914 in-retrospect, ah'"onp of the most precious; un
memories of the highest sort. Friedrich Aelnccr THe Gar
tropne: eflactlons and “vcollectlons, trans. naj 2
Mass.:“nayvarc University Press, 1950),25. Ano Sher dlsto
*riedricn ”Hlmme, described his enthusiasm at the outbreak of Waf_in

a letter to his.brother: ™ch traue es dem . deutschen Volke jetzt- zu,
dass.es aus- und-durchhdlt, und ich lebe der Hoffnung, dass diese
ganze furchtibare Priifung dem deutschen Volke nwcnu bloss den schliess-
lichen Siez, sondern auch eine dauernde innare EZrhebung brlngﬂn wird."
Friedrich -Thimme fo Karl Thﬂmme, 15 Wovemoer 101~, ilacnlass Thimme
-(Bundesarcnlv, (oblenz) ' . :

) U P L - ’
. ?. Otto, ”Krlegsollzer”aus der deimat, I. Diz Grossstadt,!
AEZLKZ 35 (28 Aug. 1914):820. ‘ ' -
\ ; .

Ibid.,821.
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for demanding religious anarchy. - Now,'he.exﬁlted,,there-wae a

. - return to the church as no one hadAeven‘imagined possib1e.§”

A-s mllar e{ﬂltement and sense of a new ueginning were al o'

expressed in 1933 Even before-qltler s Wachtﬂbernahme, a Kirchen-
'“eltung edltorlal of 13 JanuarJ heralded

- das Anbrechen eines Gelstesfrﬂhllngs; zwar noch ringend mit:
schwarzen Nebeln und giftigen Dilnsten, aber.doch"ein Neues.
Die-gottgeschenkten Gllter, Volk und Vaterland, werden neu
erkannt, Eigennutz weicht dem. gemelnen Nutzen, Rellglons—'

“verh8hnung der Rellglonsehrung, -die Jugend entzindet, 31ch
zu neuen, reineren Idealen :

The Kirchenzeitgng!s.”Wochenschau” eolumhﬁfoi317'February reiterated

s

-this enthusiasm:

_ So stark, wie.seit langem nicht:, steht man unter dem_
- Eindruck, dass in. Deutschland Geschlchte geschrleben w1rd
in dlesen Tagen und Wocheh, 10-

The - enthu31asm of the theologlans 1n 1933 however, had 1ts

"limits. The Klrchenzelfung reflected amblvalence and - dlsagreement

Aameng.the theologlans. Could true rellglous rev1val be occa31oned

8”Dle Wirkung des Krleges auf. dle Klelnstadt " AELKZ 37 .
. (ll Sept. 1914)i865. ~ Agtording to Helnrlch Missalla's analy51s of
Catholic wartime sermons, Catholics too fOCUSsed on the spiritual
effects of the war. - Common themes were: "Der Krleg als Weg der

e Erneuerung," "Der Krleg als Strafe und als Ruf zur Busse," "Der

_Krleg als Erzieher," and "Der Krleg ‘als Gottesoffenbarun” n
.Heinrich Missalla,.. "Gott mif uns'". -Die’ deutsche katholloche
'Krlegsoredlct 1914 1918 (qu;ch. KBsel—Verlag, 1968),'51-65;

O

”Vorwort" II; ABLKZ 2-(13 Jan. 1933):28

. DOujochensohay, " ARLEZ 7 (17 Feb. 1933):161



by national, political deVélopments?  Did the Nationdl Sodialist
refolution aotuallyirepresent_the'kind‘of national” awakening the

" theologians desired?  This ambivalence was expressed by Wilheln

Laible, the editor of the Kirchenzeitung, in January 1933. He'

PR

',Dralsed ”das Aufnachen des nataonalen Slnns,_e”die Eegeisterung der
‘:Jugend iﬂr das Vaterland " £y deutsche nannest”'wtl kelt %nt .nnde
:Wehrhaftlckelt " "den rltterlvohen adllcen Zug, der des Vaterlando~
iSchmach lbf emoflndet und selne Ketten sprengen ndcnte. L dowever,
_Lalble venemently denounced atté’pts to’ mix polatlos and reliz 1on,_

.and‘to aubJect the church to the 1deologj dl tne natlona7 movenent
fun und nimmer [xann aus dem VOlr dle (1rche <omman.-. .

die Kirche Kommt vor Gott Uno nlmmer sus den ?asoe dle' T
wahre Religionj die Wahrheit kommt von' gott und dem der
gesagt hat: "Ich bin die Wahrheit".... ian verstehe- uno,.;k”
recht, - Nicht die. natlonale Ernebung ist. UOtt;OS@nfTOHL,
daran ist keine Gedanne, aber was SLCh -in-'sié eln%emlscnt
hat, disse Pldne mit .einer Deutschklrﬂne mit der Knechtung.

“der Kirche: unter” der ataausgewalt dnoerwerzunc des Chris- .. -~
" . tentums unter den Vatlonallsmus, dieses Bifern gegeén Gle e

Schriften und die ewigen Offenoarungen uotues atmet den—
_selben Gelst der im Bolschewlsmus SlCh ausbreluet :

"Generalsunerlntendent Otto leellus also exofesse nil-

glVlngS about the natlonal revoTutlon” in‘hls address to T

, Protestant T3‘estgottesdlenst on the "day of Potsdam - 91 Mzr~ch’ 1033

: .leellus chose as, hlS text Romans 8: 31 "Il God be for us, who can

be agalnst us : He greeted the new reaime with ootimism,_and

exnressed the hope that a true Volksgemewnscnaf as'he beiieved? SR

had ex1sted in August 1914, was agaln wlthin reacn. Dibeliuéb

Tl
i

lyilnelin Laible, "Worwort," AZLKZ 1° (6, Jan. 1933):7.
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"ended his sermon however, with a distinct wagning:

wenn wir nicht mit demselben Freimut, mit dem Luther es
hinzufilgen wollten: staatliches Amt darf ’sich nicht mit
pers#nlicher Willkilr vermengen. Der Kirche heisses Sehng
ist es, dass eine neue deutsche Zukunft heraufgefilhrt -
von Minnern, die aus Dank flir Gottes Gnade ihr Leben heiligen
in Zucht und Liebe, und dass_der Geist solcher Minner dann
das ganze Volk durchdringe!"12 '

" Similar ambiﬁalenCé,Qés apparent in-Studiendirektor Mart4n Doerne's

ayticie of June 1933. According to Doefney National Socialism and

_..CRFisfiaéiﬁy‘sharéd theif oppgsition to Mgrxism,éﬁd Liberalisml their
‘éelief in é géschaffene rather than a gemachte world, and theéir
énﬁgurageﬁenﬁ,of”Christian education and morality.l-3 JHowever, he
warnéd thé£ the "wurch woﬁld not and could not accept the '"Messianism"
-wﬁich in his épiuLon was the greatest temptation of ‘the National
“Arégéialist moverﬁenﬁ;l4 Professor~Adolf KSbefle was. even mére expli—
cif'about his misgivings. He rejoiced that Germany was expéfienéing

a'religious awakening, Mt admitted:
Aber freilich, dieses rellglése Erwachen aus einem

s#ikularen Weltrausch, aus Gotuvernelnung und Gottverachtung
ist begleitet von schweren Fiebererscheinungen. Man m8chte
sich von ganzen Herzen flber die gewaltige Wenduyng freuen
kﬁnnen, die da.vor unseren Augen geschieht, und doch Id4uft
sovieles dabei mit, vorauf man nur mit Sorge und Erschrecken
blicken kann.

>

12quoted in Annellese Thimme, Flucht in den MytHos: Die
Deutschnationale Volkspartei und die Nlederlage von 1918 (CV'Jllgen:
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1969) 63. . :

13‘4art1n Doerne,'"Dle Kirche . vor dgm/Anspruch der Natlon "
AFLKZ 25 (23 June 1933) 580.

14Doer‘ne, "Die Kirche"III, AELKZ 27 (7 July 1933):628;

15Adolf K&berle Jas Wort vom Kreuz und dle rellglﬁse Lage
.der Gegenwart," AELKZ 2 VA July 1933) 652,

17



Kirchenzeitung articles in 1933 reflected the ambivalenc:
of the theologians. -They claimed .support for  the new regime-=

although their misgivings were apparent--but rejected the relicious
implications of National Socialism.  Maintaining this somewhat

-

pracarious position necessitated turning a blind eye to the more

‘obviously offensive aspects of National Secialism. This {5 pre-

cisel:; what thélKirchenzéitung urged - its readers to do.

-+ Wenn .es um g}osse Entscheidungen von historischer Tragwelite
geht, wenn Kriifte revolutiondren.Chgrakters um dis Macht
ringen’, dann 'ist es wirklich fehl am:-Platz, sich in ilein-

- licher Kritik an dieser oder jener Einzelmassnahme der

Regierung, an dieser oder jener politischen Pérs#nlich-
xeit zu crgehen, die einem;weniger gefdllt. Man kann
nur-von Herzen hoffen, dass Jjas grosse Experiment gelingt,

o

16

n

Many of the theologians, German nationalists at heart, accepsed

7

Tational Socialism-as a manifestation of their mationalist ideals.

+

At the same time, however, they were motivated: in .their endorsement

of the new regime by anxieties about the future of the church.

1 B . ° ' ' . -

‘lé“WOgheqschau,” AELKZ 9 (3 Mérch 1933):210;

17Ther‘e are many indications that the sympathies of the theo-
1. ~o v with ‘the Gérmah Nationalists. . There were pastors "in
hunas. in the Fatherland Party sincg its inception in 1917.

" 2ck~  scribéd those pastors as’ "lacking in judgment.and ...
.. 7 " oconventin."- Meinecke, German Catastrophe,29. 2etween
19%<4 2 1933, the ndmberlof.pqsﬁorS'ip the Deutschnationals
Reichstagsfraktion increased considerably.. A. Thimme,27-8. . -

When fitler was named Chancellor in January 1933, the Landesbischof
of Wdrttemberg, Theophil Wurm, estimated that-at least eighty

percent of Protestant voters supported the Harzburg front of
Hindenburg, Hitler and Hugenberg. See Scholder, 278-9, and Gilnther
van Norden, "Widerstand im deutschen Protestantismus 1933—1945,” in

. Gegner des Nationalsozialismys: Wissenschafiler und Widerstands-
‘k¥mpfer auf der Suche nach historischer Wirlklichkeit, nrsz. Christopn
Klessmann, -Falk Pingel (Frankfurt/New York: Campus Verlag, 19803),103.




They regarded the‘cﬁallenge‘of the naﬁionél revolution_és an

" ultimatum to the church.  If the churéh fai]edhtO'éarticipate in
-the nétionalttraqsformation and t; capitalize oh_its impetus, it
wbuld‘bélleft béhind, éﬁ isélated, irrele&aﬁt,-_u£mbded'instithion.

[ . . o - . . .
Becauée of thjé anxiety, the Kiréhenzeitung urged its readers to

rejoct deuachment from pOllulcal affalrs, and to embrace ‘the new

Germany,,_Thé column ”Klrchliche Nachrlchten” from 17 Warch 1933

‘

. illustrated this dHXLety._ The columnlst descrlbea the @lectlons

'of,S‘March as ”der‘Kamprdes VolkeS»um‘seine Freiheity” "um Untergang

oder Aufstiég.” ThiS-Was.né'time "zum Aﬁf der éeite.sﬁehen, éondéfn
zum Mit£qﬁ.”‘kFor this feggoﬁ; tﬁe qolumniét héd béeh sédly'éisg.
1appoiﬁtédztﬂa£,“when Hitlef héd spokén td‘dermany‘by radio fro@ |
'~K8£iésberg, on'thé Qveao£'th¢-elééﬁidp.bl Maréh 1933,-n5‘5e1is~"

nad rung out tbe'éhﬁfch'é.éppfdbatibn"x In fact the Kanlgsberv

| CAn51story had *orbldden the rlnglng of the bells on this: occasionf
‘As E;satz, previougiy tgéed reqordings of the.bélls_had to be u;ed
"fof Hiti§r'é'fédio'gfoadcaét. The‘coiumn concluded wifh a warh;ng
ﬁﬁélﬁhéichqréh‘not‘to éfand ;side in ”die Stunde Gdttési"ls ' |

Wﬂrtteﬁberg Landesblschof Theoph11 Wurm, in an Aprll 1033

,address to the pastors in hlS JUTlSdlCthH, also urgod the Church
- %o Dart1c1pate in tbe natlonal revolutlon.
[;é] llegt fﬂr die evangellsche Klrche wahrhaftlg keln

Grund vor,.abseits zu stehen--vielmehr darf und muss
sie dafdr danken, dass durch diese Einigung der v8llige

lgnKiréhliché Nachrichten," AELKZ 11 (17 March '1933):260.

[
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Zusammenbruch von. V-7 dnd Staat und der Sieg uorst!
Michte im letsten Augenblick verhindert worden ist.

irnn\ o
L2

Wurn's statement illustrates the obsessive fear of impending communist
rovolution which many theologians had. This German Nationalist
-paranoia was another reason the theologians encouraged support of .

_the Hational Socialist regime, despite thrir misgivings about it,

"y The "Deutsche Christen” ("German Christianz!") "orfectively

. " !

Dldjeﬂ on the church's fear of alienatioh'from the ilmpetus of
o S . :

\a ional SOClallbu rpvolutlon to gain support, or at lesast tolerancn,

from their more moderate Protestant counterparts. The Glaubens-

Y

bewegung Deutscher Christen was a political church zroup founded in

1

1932, Its goal was to increase the influence of Hational Socidiisz

in the church administration and among church members. The "German

o

_Christiahﬁ"'interpreted the Volksbewegung as Sod's cail to his

<

4~

‘ . - - « e . o . -A ' !
people, and tried to transpose the.spirit of the '"mew Termany" ont"

20 o .  —
be churc“. .. Very few of; tue oruhoaox +neoloclano who cnnur1UUur1

. : 19Wurm's address- to the Geistlichen of Wirttemberg was pri
- in "Kirchliche Nachrichten - Wirttemberg, " AELKZ 14 (7 April 1033
Theophil Wurm (1868-1953) was later one of the leading members of
" the Confessing Church. = He mamaged to keep the WHrttemberg ‘church in-
tact under his. leadership, and made it one of the strongest componeénts
of" the Confessing Church. He spoke out courageously. azainst the
National Socialists! -euthanasia .program and the persecution of the _
Jews. See for example his letter to Minister »f the Interior Ir. Iri :k,
~in Karl Kupisch, Quellen .zur Geschichife des deutschen Protestantismus
1871-1945 . Quellensammlung zur Kulturgeschichnte, hrsg. Wilhelm
Treue, Bd. 1 (G8ttingen: Musterschmid+=Verlagz, 1060),300-5; also
"Letzter grunds#tzlicher Appell 'D. Wurms an Hitler und die Mitglieder
der Reichsleitung Hber das Vorg@nen .gegen ’or1J1'~~“°rue IlChua”WHT' "
31n %ermellnk 654 6O ‘ :

\./},_1

-
9

man Christians,

Oror a detalled dlscu531on of the ”Ge
ten, 037-1333 " “30 7

'oee Scholder, chapter 12 , "Die Deutschen Chris

-]
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to the Kirchenzeitung joined this movement, and the Kirchenzeitung's

attitude towards, it was consistently sceptical. Orthodox theologinns,
~however, were still sensitive to accusatioﬁsilike_that'madg by.the

"derman,Christiah1i Bishop dfiMecklenburg-Schwerin; Franz Rendtorff,.
in June 1933: ' -

Fine. evangelische Kirche, die von der gegenwﬁrtlgen uku«u,xcn
Revolution unbertthrt bliebe,. hditte aufgehért Kirche zu.sein. -
Sie .wilrde scheiden von dem, was heute Volk ist, was heute-
Geschichte ist. Sie wilrde sich entscheiden filr ein ew1ges
«Gestern und sich entschelden gegen das Morgen. 21

In 1914 ahd in 1933, the conviction that veligious’revitali-,
zation was urgehtly_required, was based on the. belief that ‘the church
“and Christian morality were losiﬁg ground. Theologiahs in 1914 Believed'

Germany society was-in dire need.of religious revival. From 1910 to
, _ : EE . 4 ‘

1913, an estimated'éo,OOO'people had ‘left the church.22_;ihg.prewar

~

mood in Germany was described by the Wirttemberg pasﬁor Christoph -
" Blumhardt jr. as "eine Féulhis," "lauter Feste und Lachen und Tanzen

23

lind lauter Vefeinigudgen auf geitliche ~achen, lauter Parteihader."

‘The theologian Paul ‘Althaus painted an e&en blacker picture of prewar

Ny

ZlRendtdrff'é speech printed in "Konflikte in Mecklenburg-

Schwerin um die Wahl D.v.Bodelschwingh," AELKZ 23 (9 June 1933):543.
Rendtorff's accusation, and the theologlans‘ anxious attempts to keep
the church in tune with the times raise an interesting question. Do
such anx1et1es reflect a dilemma inherent in the nature of the cnurcn'>
The church is such an old institution, and its language and images must
continually be modernized and modified, if they are to.be meaningful.

. At the same time, however, the church must strive to retain its own
essence. The fear of losing the young people, which has plagued the
church for centuries, -is p0351bly an expression of this dilemma.

-

22y imer, 172.

3quoted in Ibld ,235.



Germany: - . . o - — o C

War es blosse Schwar“s hérei, wenn dlle ernster Denwenden
dber die uunehmendefo*toqtﬁwm(n“* und EntéhtistliChunv
in unsérem deuts chen Volke vor dem Kriege klagten? ilber
den Mangol an sittlichem PflLL]tb@WUbSu ein, an Selbstsucht,
..an_5021alem Gemeinsinn und Opferwilligkeit?,.. %in langer:
. -Friede kaan .zum Fludhe und. Verderben r win.Volk werden,
wie die Gﬂ(chlchﬁﬂ tausendnal gezelgt hat, 4. -

N

o~

Décrédéing.hirthrates~were frsqqently.preéentad‘as evidence of

moral degenératioﬁ, In 1015 : the Klrchenzplfung called the decline
in’ blrthrates."der ﬁrggte Fluch ﬂber eihem GeSchlecht;“ and’ dés-

v

gfibed thelextent to which this pldgué;had already infected German

society: " . - T .

=+

Venlg odur Velne Kinder zu haben‘gaiz als klug'und anstinidi

“eine Kinderreiche Mutter zu sein als t#richt und unanstdn i3
Man schloss béreits die EZhe-mit: den Uberﬂin’bmwen, ~inderl s
ZU blplben, und war stol" auf dle Anfallnahmc am Selhst-.
ord des Volkes, <2 - - - ' '

B2 BRSO
Lo e

]

.The theologians of 1933 sha»nd the conviction of their
predecessors of 1914, that theirs wi. a2 “ime ST moral leewy, wobime o
when momentous change was necessary to prevent the total io"trucukml

of virtue. The first issue of the Kirchenzeituns for 1933 claimed:

Das Volk war nie in solcher Nacht wie heute, auch besonnene,
weitblickende Ménner reden von einer "furcntbaren Zeit™", g
in-der wir leben, und prophezeien, dass es noch irger werde, "

- .
Wilhelm Zoellner, the president of the Deutsche Zvangelische

e

4Paul Althaus, "Der (rweg und unsér Zotitesglaube” II, AELEZ
27 (2 July 1915):629

25”Vorwort,” ABLKZ. 1 (1 Jani 1915):2; see also Julius Xaftan,
AFLKZ 21 (21 May, 1915):486; and "Wochenschau," AZLKZ 33 (14 Aue.
1914):786. ’ ‘

26"Vorwort,” AFLKZ-1 (6 Jan. 1233):2,



‘Klrchenausschuso, descrlbed the perlod btforo 1933 as onp'ln Whld

~-1nd1v1dua11um had corroded the church. Thoologlans 1ad'taught what.

:thpy pleagbd and ‘the Gospel- had become a. Klumpen Wachs, from whlvh

.

degeneratlon, and looks back nostalglcall/ ‘to the "gooﬂ old daJs "

L everyone could;make what they.w1shed.27 Lalble also blamed modern;

theology for much- of the degeneratlon he percelved

. Das: Volk kennt die" Blbe1 nicht meh es weiss nur noech, was
@ man an der Bibel auszusetzen hat...>"Tafir hat die jahr-
"~ zehnfelange Arbeit einer modernistischen Theologie gesorgt,
die alles und ‘jédes unter ihr Seziermesser nahm, keinen 5
'Steln.auf -dem anderen lTiess, der nicht zerbrochen wurde.

mhe cries of 1mpend1ng doom and moral decay of the theoloclans.

in 1914 and 1033 should not be taken -too. serloucly as aotual descrlp—'

~tjons of those years. Every generatlon perpetuates the’ myth of

”oaradlse 1os~,” every generaulon Vlewc,lts own era as a tlmD of

|

The hlstorlan ‘Hahs Delbrﬂck 1llustrated thls phenomenon in an artlcle

in 1893 entltled ”Dle cute alte Zeit. ”2? USlng Quotatlons from a

7Zoellner's speech was summarlzed in P, Blindow, ”Dle

 lutherische Vereinigung des Rhelnlandes zum Neubal der Klrche,”

AFLKZ 17 (28 April 1933):401.

28, ivle, "Worwort" TTT, ARLKZ 3 (19 Jan. 1934)351. ot
Zoellner's and Laible's statements are also- illustrations of the
anti-liberalism of -the political and theological right in the
Weimar years. For a -discussion of anti-liberalism, see Kurt
Sontheimer, Antidemokratisches Denken in der Weimarer Republik
(Munich: Nymphenburger Verlagshandlung, 1962),'"Die Verachtung des -
Liberalismus,"181-88," : . o

29Hans Delbrilick, "Die Gute Alte Zeit," Preussische Jahrbilcher
71 (1893):1528. Even the nature of the theologians' complaints in
1914 and 1933 is almost identical to ‘that of the quotations Delbrick
presented. Lamentations over .the disintegration of the family,
the denial of authorlty, the decline of Chrlstlanlty and the




{ . o IR A
variety of sources, including many from theologians and theoological

journals, he established .that such: complaints of decay-and. lesen- -
eration have characterized descriptions -of contemporary times since

classical antiquity:

‘

Another aspec¢t of the "good old days" syndrome was the

tendenicy of theologians to compare the crises in which they found

1
5

themselves with previous moments in Germany's past, and to seek

guidelines in history to define thelr own perceptions and enmotionz,

'
\

The use of images from the past served to lend significance an'l

credibility to comtemporary causes. , However, "history.is not 2

.

paintbox," at the disposal of anyone who wishes to lend nuthority

Lo i : S 0’ . co ,
to.his own~posztlon.3 S ) - , . o .

. N ) vl a7y . e .- . . - - :
During the early phases of Worldi¥War ‘I, historical alliu-

sions were most frequeéently made to the war. of 1870/71. " This was

degeneration’ of morality are as old as the church itself.: For
example, Delbr#ck included the following: ' o .
"Heutzutage verlangen die Jungen v8llige Freiheit von Strafsan iurch
Eltern- oder Meisterhand.... Darum auch so viele Processé zwischen
=ltern und KinQ¢rn.” Evangelische Kirchenzeitung, 1869,

"Da ist kein vérachteter und verfluchter Ding auf den Erdboden als
das liebe Evangelium." Martin Luther. :

"Am meisten wiirden die Bierh#user besucht und nenme 'nit Untergans
alles christlichen Wesens das viehische Saufen, Znebruch, :
Gottesléisterung mit jeglichem Jahr-zu." Sixteenth century.

"Alle Scheu vor g8ttlicHen und menschlichen Gesetzen ist
geschwunden,. die bisch8flichen Verordnungen- werden verachtet, jeder’
thut, was ihm beliebt." Erzbischof Herivaeus von Rheims, 902 A.D.
Delbriick, 4,16,17,24. . C : :

30 o ,
‘ Karl Barth, Protestant Theology .in *tne Nineteenth Century:
Its Background & Zistory, trans. 3rian Cozens zand Jonn Bowder (London:
. 3CM Press, 1959),22.
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pdrtly duo to the fact that it was the most recont war 1nvolv1ng
Germany,laﬁa some veterans were still alive. In Sepfember 1914,
for‘example,‘l870>waé'référred to as a time of religipuﬂ revival,
- comparable to 1914:
© Was. ein mamhafter Feldherr des Krieges von 1870 von dem
Schlachtfelde bei Sedan schreibt: "Da ‘war Darwin ver-
gessen, abér den’ Namen des Erl8sers rief man- an und horcnt,
o omit ehrerbleﬁlger Andacht auf die Predigt.von ihm", das
" sehen wir auch jetzt.sich erfilllen, Es geht wi der” Plne i
- Welle rellglaser Erhebung durch die Volksseele. '
Howeyer, as it became 1ncrea51ngly va1ou§ that the Great War.
:was;vpry different frpm_the'Ffancd—Pruséian war;32 feier references

to 1870/71 were made. . When images were drawn from that earlier

qonfllct, 1t was anontrast to the curr@nt sltuatlon. Theodqf'

Ka‘uaﬂ, the Generalsunerintendent Sf Schlesw1g, conteﬁdéd’in-

‘ 31"Eln evanoollscher Hirtenbrief zum Krieg," AELKZ 3A
(ll SeDt 1914) 867.

32 In September 1914, the columnist of "Kirchliche Nachrich-
ten - Wochenschau" had expressed the expectation that the current
war would be briefer than the 132-day war of 1870/71, "denn den
deutschen Belagerungsgeschiltzen widersteht keine Panzerung und
kein Beton." AELKZ 36 (4 Sept. 1914):850.  Two months later, the
same column attempted to explain how 1914 was different from -
1870/71:
\ "Ein grosser Teil der Zeitungsleser kann sich noch immer
' nicht mit der Tatsache abfinden, dass sich dieser Krieg ganz
~anders .abspielt als der von 1870. Man vermisst die schnellen,
durehschlagenden Erfolge von weittragender Bedeutung, die
jenem Krieg ihr Geprdge gaben, vergisst aber dabei, dass
ganz andere Massen im Felde stehen wie damals, dass die
Waffen ganz andere sind und die Technik des Krieges sich®
v8llig gewandelt hat. Dass wir ausserdem zeitweilig den
Kampf gegen einen numerisch ilberlegenen Gegner zu filhren haben,
. darf ebenfalls nicht vergessen werden." .AELKZ 47 (20 Nov. '
(1914):1114. -



,Aorll 1915 that the FrUmmlﬂkelt im Felde in tho'urnﬁt War was hore:
A profound than that of 1870/71 3? The 1870//1 wxobrlonvp wa)
“cfiticized fOrAi£S»1acx of 1ﬂtena1ty and passionate hatrcd'of

C3y : _ . - .
the enemy.” The preachers during the Franco-Prussian war wer=2

.

also criticized. in the Kirchenzeitung,

’ dass da weithin in deutschen Landen auf den Kanczeln wihrend
‘des Krieges gepredigt ist, als hdtten wir keiner Krieg.
Heute dllnkt sine solche Weltfremdheit des {ultuz uns
wohl allen - unm&gllch 35 ’ ' ’

Although “the images from the Franco-Prussian war wers

often- negative, theologians seemed to find that coenflict relevant.

‘Two books from those years, i. (adelqach' 2ilder und Srinnerungcen

aus dem Kriégsleben von 1870/71, and Pastoralbldtter Sonderabdrick

v

von 1870/71 appeared regularly in the book advertisements beginning
N 36

‘in August 1914.-

The 1813 =xperience proved to be more valuable than the

. Franco-Prussian war as a source of images for tie %theologilans .

= during the fGreat War. The theologians, like sther GCerman

33’T‘Iﬂeodo;r' Kaftan, "Die r8émmigkeit inm deuﬁschen~Krie:sheer,”

"ATLXZ 16.(16 Aprll 1915)+369. - '
- 34”’r egSDWlder aus der Heima*. VI. Aus esiner it
Thflringens," AELKZ 45 (6 Nov. 1914):1059. \

3 ijas sagt der Krieg nach zweijdnri
Predigt?," AELKZ 43 (27 Oc¢t. 1916):10.3.

36\ee for example AELKZ 23 (1.4 Aus. 1914 , ; .
(21 Aug. 1914) ;5 AZLEZ 35 (28 dug. 1914):331-2, -



intellectuals, regardéd the 1813 eXperieﬁce‘as tﬂ@ penul@imafe
expreséion’of the .German Qé;gﬁg ‘This admiratiqn_was.articuldted
~especially clearly in thé‘pefiod of.the céntenary of‘thé ﬁapoleoﬁic h
Wars and'the Wars of'Liberatién; and a flood of.béoké-appeéred,

elaborating and perpetuating the myth of the Befreiﬁngskriége.)7

That era-representéd'the ultimate mobilization of derman energies,

the 'model of unity, ﬁevoﬁion and_patyiotism. B&'using images f:om‘

'the wars of Liberation to arficulate their perceptions of the rirst
f : : :

World War, the theologians were paying the‘highest possible compli-

ment to the significance of tneir.owh times.

In 1914, réference to 1813 was made-in various comtexte,
all of them positive. The ”Kiychliche Nachﬁichten --Wgchénschau”
column used.the eﬁample of 1813 to éncopragevdétermine@ resisfance
to tHe énemy, | | |

-wie unsere Viter vor hundert Jahrén duréhhielten und den
Sieg und die Freiheit erfochten, obwohl Deutschland

the centenary p jod: - Friedrich Meinecke, Leben des Generalfeld-
marschalls von/Boven (1896-99), Das Zeitalter der deutschen Erhebung
(1906); Theodor Rehtyr€ch, 1812-1815: Geschichte der Freiheitskriege -
11.908) ; AlW1ﬁfé22§f’/§§jlq1n Tuise von Preussen (1904); Ernst von -
Meier, Die Ref¥sgy der Verwaltungsorganisation unter Stein und

Hardenberg, brsg. Friedrich Thimme - (1912); Otto Harnack, Wilhelm -
von Humboldt (1913). o :

37To :j;:?ﬁ'few examples, the following all appeared during

38George L. Mosse dlscusses the 1mportance of the Wars of
Lloeratlon to the German political self-consciousness, and describes
the images that were associated with the Wars of Liberation: national
unity, liberation, the salvation of Germany and her01sm, in The
Nationalization of the Masses: Political Symbolism and Mass Move-
ments in Germany from the Napoleonic Wars through uhe Third Reich
(New York: nowara ‘Fertig, 1975),17,40-1,43.

[3S]
~2
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damals ein zertretwics und ausgezogenes Land war,
L v . - . D v .

~
r

Refers ce was made to the Freiheitskriege to justify hatred towardc
i L o .

>

’ A U , . :
the enemy, .. and to provide 'a precedent for the relirious qua ﬁnl'f

of 1914.7 * Be, inning in August 19*4; advertisements ap Qarod resu-
g g C _ \ bp U -

larly in the Kirchenzeitung'for threé books from the Wars of Libéra-

tion: Vier Predigten von Friedrich Schleiermachers; F.J. “inter's

Geistliche Weckstimmen aus der Zeit der Eraiedrigung und Erhebung
. - e oY

unseres Volkes;, and Paul Kaiser's dramatisches Festspiz! from 13133'

42

\\\\Fﬂr@Preiheit und Vaterland.
Thréughout World War I, allusions were occasionally - made in
the Ki“chenzeitung to national crIses other-than those of 13 3 and

1813, 43 A book entltled Acxt Predlg*én fon

1866 appe ed‘among‘the advehtisements on 28 August 1914

_ 39”Vii'chliche‘Nachrichtén - Wochenschal, .
(R5 Sept. 1914):923. - By May- 1215, hnowever, an A. S”
was convinced that uhe "ZusammengehBrizkeitsgefihl,!

_ernste Stimmung," and the "wirkliche wlllon33251nnung
1914 surpassed that of. 1870 and 1313, "Die.Xriegsdichtung unserer
Zeit und die Religion" IV, AELKZ 22 (/8 May 1915):509. . = -

n

"evidant in

(]
)

/ : X : , ) : .
*O"Der Hass gegen England,” AZLKZ 47 (20 Nov. l?l#):ll .

41 S ‘ ' .
““Althaus, "Der Krﬂeg und unse*'Jotuesclaube,” A~LKZ 25

(25 June 1915) :605.

/
*Zcee for DxaleQ AELKZ 32 (7 Aua.' 914) : 76/,‘ani'4ELKZ;-
33 (1/ Aug. 1914) 791 2. A

’3
llone of the th801001ans in the Kirchenzeituns , nowever,
Hrﬂw the parzllel Thomas Mann had, to the wars of :reuerLck the
Great. "Friedrich und die Grosse Xoalition, Zin Abriss fHr den”

. Tag. und die uuunud,” Collected Works,10:76-132,

=

“0ELKZ 35 (28 Aug. 1912):831-2. A S -



remained there for some wae¥s,  As the war- stretched .into its third

year, references to the Thirty Years War began to appear. The.
images the theologiané associated with that war are obvious frem an.
_article of November 1916:
Nach dem-Kriege! Wann wird das sein? Wann' wird der
heissersennte Augenbllck da sein, da wir endlich wie .
unsere Vdter 1648 singen k#rnen: Gottlob nun ist grschol-
len das edle Fried- und Freudenwort, dass nun genr ruhen C
sollen die Spiess und Schwerter und ihr Vord”
Increésed interest in the Thirty Years War corresponded with
growing war weariness. The first upswing in" allusions to the
events .of 1618 to 1648 occurred simultaneously with a 1916 series
of articles looking fbrward{to peaée.46 In 1918, a series of sik
articles on the Thirty Years War was published, entitled ”Das\
Frémmigkejtsideal im Kirchenlied ‘des Dreissizj#hrigen Krieges uid

. 1 .
seine Vorbildlichkeit fidr die Gegenwart.”47

.

45Hoooe, "Die Aufgabe der Kirche nach dem Krlege,” AELKZ L6
(17 Nov. 1916) :1094.

46Tltles in this series included ”Neuaufbau der Kirche nach
wdem Kriege, " ”Dle Aufgabe der Klrche nach dem Kriege," and "Nach ‘denm
rlege.” } .«

47The follow1ng excerpt is typlcal of the oarallels the
author of this series drew between 1618 to 1648, .and 1914 %0 1918.
"Dass der Mensch.nichts ist, dass all sein Tun und Machen -
vergebens ist, diese Gewissheit erfflllt die Méﬁner des -
Dreissigjdhrigen Krieges durchaus. Und ebenso haben S
Millionen deutscher M#nner .im Granatenfeuer etwas erlebt
von dem séhlechthlnlgen Abh¥ngigkeitsgefilhl, das zwei-
fellos eine Grundlage aller Religiositdt ist." 0. Hilbert,
"Die Fr&mmlvkelt51deal im Kirchenlied des Dreissigjéihrigen Krieges
und seine. Vorblldllchkelt fir dle Gegenwart” 17, AELKZ 24 (14 June

1918) 509
X



JHistbridal allusions were less common_th}bughout the 1930s
than during World War I. Occasionally 1933 was - compared to l?ll a3
a turning ppinﬁ in German history, but references ﬁo 870 or 1813

.

were -infrequent. Those comparisons which the theologians drew,

moreover,.were‘usually unfavorable'to the dational Socialist r«g*mu.

A. QlfoTenu facet of the,”vood old da/s" :yndrome was TPVPQl¢u here
than' in 1914 Insfead of.referring to nistory to’justify current

'Ovenus and find precedents for.their own national crisis, *the tneo-

~

logians now viewed the past as somehow purer and more spiritual than
<. ' . * D . . o

their own times. Laible, for example, used ais image of the Wars .

-of Liberation to express nis misgivings about the national revolutiosn:

°f 1933: o , SR = _—

. Als einst die Freiheitskriege kamen, ging eine rolleﬁse

© - Welle durch das Volk.... Man filhlte die Ndhe Gottes, Gobtht -
kam' wieder zu thren, der helfende Gott, und man gdb inm di=
‘Ehre. Ganz anders die nationale Volkserhebung unter idolf
Hitler. “Auch hier gingen Jahre der Kneschtschaft voran,
auen hier war die Rettung wie ein Wunder; aber nicht Gottes
Tun trat in den Vordergrund, sondern das Tun der,Méhsyben,4§

<

R Ed
After war began in 103@ there were a+ few scattered refsrences
g : reg ! ;

to the First ?vrld War. The‘meditation'in'the‘firs% issue after th:
: issu er T
. . < e | N
- |

.

Laible, "Worwort" III, AELKZ 3 (;0 Jan. 1034) Laible=:
‘used a almllar contrast to show his disapproval of- the ”Germ&n
tians!'" interpretation of the Natlonal Socialist revolubion as”
God's revelation: - o ST . -
"Als- Deutschland von dem ‘Joche Napolgons befreit wurde, =srkannt

man Gottes 'Fdhrung', nach dem Sieg von 3esdan schrieb K6n¢v

Wilhelm nach Berlin: 'Welche J@ndunc durch GOtuQS ~U~un«
"Kein Mensch redéte Von”'Offenoarunc'.(.. In eindr irdischen

Zeitenwende, und sei sie noch so gewaltis =ine -!'0ffenbarung’
zu sehen, izt Missbrauch des Wortes,! ", -uort" II, AZLKZ 2

(8 Jan. 1937):27.

ev
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outbreax of waf was based on the same text as the 7 August 1914
meditation entitléd ”Kriég”;."Seid stille und erkennet;tééss‘Ich
Gott bin." (Psalm 46:11). It is inté;esting to compare the mood in
which £he same person commented on World War I.and World War II. In
his 1914 meditation, Laible had emphasized the power of God, and nis
protectioh of hi;‘people.. In 1939, he interpreted the war as Cod's

49

warning to his people to turn from their sins. Studiendirektor

Martin Doerne was more explicit about the differences he perceived

between 1939 and 1914:

Beim Anbruch des Weltkrleges, z.B. am Kriegsbettag Anfang
August 1914, trat die Volkskirche als Wirklichkeit in
Erscheinung. Heute ist von dieser Wirklichkeit nicht

mehr viel zu splren.... Wir kd&nnen heute nicht mehr predigen,
als s#he sich das deutsche Volk in seiner Gesamtheit als

ein "Christliches Volk" an,50

AqucerDts from these. two meditations give some indication
of the difference in tone:
"Wenn schwere Botschaften an ihr Ohr kommen, kommt zuglelcn
die Betschaft.mit: Das hat Gott getan, euer Gott, und seine
Hinde sind allewege Vaterhsnde.... Eine andere Botschaft
kiindigt Gott bereits an: 'Ich will Ehre einlegen unter den
V8lkern. Darum soll auch die Gemeinde noch mitten im Krlege
mit dem Lobgesang antworten: 'Der Herr Zebaoth ist mil uns;

v der Gott Jakobs ist unser Schutz." "Kriege," AELKZ 32

(7 Aug. 1914):745-6. « -

"Gott ruft die Menschheit an, ruft sie von ihren Irr-

. .wegen zurtick, dass sie wieder zu.ihm komme; er will sie

. wieder beten lehren, denn der Krieg lehrt beten.... Die
Stimme Gottes im Krieg geht nicht nur an die Welt, vielmehr

" noch an die Kirche. Sie soll aufwachen zu Gott hin und
reinen Tisch zwischen sich und Gott machen. "A””Gottes Stimme
im Krieg," AELKZ 15 (15 Sept. 1939):305-6.

L 5O%art1n Doerne, "Die Verkﬂndlgung der Kirche im Kriege,"
AELKZ 20 (20 Oct. 1939): 359.



o allusions to 1870/71 were made in the Kirchenseitunyg

1

“in 1939 and 1940, and only infrequent references fto the lWars of

PR A 51 < N S - A
Liberation can be found. "The 8 September 177 ¢ ‘ssus, for 2xanmple,
contawved an advertlsement for’F,J. Winter's vocx, Geistliche Wack-

A ¥

. 5 o] ) . .
stimmen: Zeltprsdicgten 1813; The-advertisenent for Winter's too

had-not reabpeared'since“the Eirst‘worldIWar; and was not ‘%o appear
again. The.oﬁly other refefenaaato the Wars of Libération.discussed
Emst ! orlt" Arndt as the paracon of "w“an"‘Chrisﬁianiuy gnd glowiné
,paﬁriotism;SB ‘ .

The paucity of referencés in the 19305fto pést events in
German nistory reflected thﬂ‘m1301V1n53 of " the theologiaﬁs abou® Lne
Nat onaL.Socialist regime. The freQuent nistorical sllusions in 191

ct

had. teen a product of national pride, an attemp

..the past to defand Germany's nonor, and encourage

cause. In 1933, however, the theologians were less zelf-confident |

in their national pride, less Jlll¢ﬁg te =ndorse tihe national movs-

ment by describing it in terms of images from German history.

1939, the writings of the tHeolpglans were almos®t completély. ie

of pride and self-righteousness. v -

‘ 1F’or examples, a3 1°12-article by the church hi
Haucn,."Dlp re11515se grheoung in den Freiheftskriegen
 ted in 1938 f0- commemorate the 125th Gedenktaz of the
"AELKZ 41 (14 Oct. 1938):890." ' :
52

This was probably a new edition of the book ad:
throughout World War T, Geistliche Weckstimmen aus der 7
“rniedrigung und Erhebung unseres Volres. Co '

53 ‘

. P. Ammon, "Arndt's Katechismus fir den deufschen XKriegsmann,"
ARLKZ 45 (8 Wov. 1940):494, and "Aus dem Zeitgeschsnen," AZLED 2

(10 Jan. 1941):23.
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* The theologians' perceptions’of the First World Yar and the
National Sobialist revolution were charac zriéed by dttempts to

creute.spiritual heroes from natidnal'leaders. The theologians

projected the virtues they valued onto prominent national figures.

In 1914 the Klrchcnueltun -praised the Kaiser ds'a Gottesfﬂhrer who .
had helped brlng about an 1ncrease “in praJer and the fear of God in

Germany. He was attributed W1th a pure con501ence, rlghteous piety,

54

Hindenburg too, was repeatedly des-
» :

and courageous faith in God.
cribed as devoutly,Christian. In January 1915,‘for-example; the

(1rchen eluung recounted

>

* wie er im KreWSe seiner Familie dahelm selbst tdglich =2in=
wurze. Morgen-und Abendandacht nielt. Auch wihrend des
Xrieges nimmt.er sich tdglich Zeit, elnen ‘kurzen Abschnitt-

"in ‘der Heiligen Schrift zu lesen. 55 - -

a3

54"An die Chrlsten in den Deutschland feindlichen und “n -
den neutralen Staaten,™ AELKZ 44 (30 Oct. 1014):104 ,1; "Worte lss
' Kaisers zum gegenwdriigen n Krieg;" AELKZ 36 (4 Sept. 1914):847. See
also Paul Feine, "Das Kreuz Christi i und der Krieg" II, ALLKZ 13
(26 March 1915):293. That the Kaiser was somewhat sporadlc in =~
his piety is apparent in the changeability of his allegiances. In
1898, he had allegedly proclaimed himself the Protector of the
Muslim world, and in 4 1915 appeal to the Poles, he claimed the o
- Virgin Mary had appeared to hlm in a.dream. ' See Hammer 42,206, -

55”Kleme Mlttellungen - Deutschland n AELKZ 3 (23 Jan. 1915):

. 89. Chancellor Michaelis was also pralsed for his pl@t Upon his
app01n*ment Julius Kaftan wrote to the Kirchenzeitung:
¢ "Schon lange ruht in dieser schwersten Zeit des deutschen

. Volkes die Leitung unserer Wehr in den Hinden eines: bewues-'

ten Christen. Jetzt ist auch die Leltung seiner Polltl

die mit jedem Tage bedeutungsvoller werdende, in die hénde

eines Mannes gelegt, der ein bewusster Christ ist.™ AVLKZ 30
(27 July 1017) 711. :
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Kirchence

itung articles

033 interprebaa ocvens Hitlarts

“ovLi“ncn

rather cufs@ry ailuéiontho'God or as oviignce of pro-
'found‘piety, Acceptance of the National SociaLiét et

easier when its‘léadér was cast in the role.ofvlndeeplj r

an. In DCtébef 12333, Fhe Kirchenéeitung carried a seri o7
érﬁi:les enti tl ”Luthef und.Hitlcr;” Thp author} Haﬁs Preuss,

,

a.professor of théology at. EZrlangen

two deutsche

59

5

Ici

ilariti

, =numerated wvarious

N

between the Threr. Zoth were called by God “e .oz
their people, both stemmed from "der primitiven, unverdor: ensm ’
. . AL ”56‘ . A
rundlage unseres Wolikes, aus dem Zauernstand, poth appeared s
public figures while-in their thirties. A new invention il
rise to power of both men: the printing press in Luther's “ime, and
: e e e 57 . N . L '
radio 'in Hitler's tine. Preuss had to concede tnat Hitler rarsl:
mentioned God directly in his. speeches, tui clainmed:’
“Mancnmal tricht doch seines persdnlich Verbund: mit
dem persénlichen Gott ergreifend neraus.Z:
.To illustrate tnis assertion, PreuDs quoted from Hitler':s spescnhes,
and concluded:
) ¥Man ‘hat zesagt, das deutsche Volx habe dreimal celiebt:
Xarl den Grossen, Luther unda Friédrich der Grossen. |
Wir ddrfen getrost unserm Volkskanzler hinzufigen. Tni
das ist wohl die Ii=blichste Parallzsle zwiscrnan Martin
Luther uni Adolf Eitler.59
56 . A ; ' ‘
‘Actually neither Luther nor_:itlﬁr cdne from ths ceasantr
‘57'v Dra = "t P , ,:] -',-;_ " =T o B S Tatiie 10 ~r
7 'Hans Preuss, "Lutner und Hitler," AZLKZ 42 (20 Get. 1933):77
8 ‘ —T w7 - oy L R oA - .
Preuss, AZLKZ 47 (27 Oct. 1932):706,
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Preuss! series is a blatant example of whathsome professors'
and theologianc were capable of @hiﬁking and saying.6o Such an
example substantiates the observation of Sigmund Freud in 1915:

The shrewdest pPrsons‘will all of a guadpn behave like

imbeciles.as soon as the, Teedful 1n51ght is confronted by

- an omotional resistance.

e

The enthusiasm with which the Kirchenzeitung greeted the birth
of the "Third Reich" dissolved rapidly into disillusionment and

anxiety about the fate of the church. Disillusionment, however, had

also been apparent in the Kirchenzeitung during World:War I. The

nighly extolled religious awakening proved to be evanescent, the unibty

Z

OOThe superintendent of the Leipzig church was as enthu-

siastic as was Preuss: "Wir schrien nach einenm 1*“tlhler, Gott hat ihn
uns *escbenxt in Adolf Hitler, dem Manne, der jeden Morgen betet unq
'Dden Abend in seinem Neuen Testament liest." Quoted in ‘"Authen-

tisches aus der ersten Versammlung der sdchsischen Pastoren vor ihrem
koemmissorischen Landesbischof Coch,™ AELKZ 29/30 (28 July 1933) :693,
Laible, for his part, compared Hitler with Gideon:
”Wﬁhrend aber alles noch in Ketten seufzte, hatte Gott sich
“schon den Mann. erkoren, der das deutsche Volk befreien sollte-
einen Mann ohne Namen, ohne stolze Sippe, ohne Gunst der
‘Grossen, Adolf Hitler. : Man muss an Gideon denken, den der
Engel Gottes zum Retter aufrief und der auch weder Ansehen
noch Einfluss.hatte; aber Gott sorlcht zu ihm:- 'Géhe hin in
dieser deiner Kraft, du sollst Israel erl¥sen.' Und Hitler
. ging hln in- dleser seiner ' Kraft; er hatte nichts als sein
~Wort; aber das Wort war stark. ... Auch ein Blinder nusste
sehen, mit Adolf Hltler war Gott." M"Vorwort," AELKZ 1. -

(5 Jan, 1934):2

T 1"Thought‘: for fhe ‘Times on War and Death " in Sigmund

Freud, Civilisation, War and Death, ed. John Rickman,Psycho-Analyti-
“"cal Epitomes No.4, new and enlarged ed. (London: The Hogarth Press and
the Institute .of Psycho—Analysis;‘1968),13.




of the fourth of August illusory, and the war draszsed on intermin-

ably. As early as January 1915, the Hew {ﬂ r's aditorial asxed,

. ’

"iftter ist Jdie Nacht zchier nin?":

Finf Monate liegt die Last des Krieges auf dem Volixe, coin
Acker ist von Trdnen um die Erschlagenen cetrdnit, das 2lub-
vergi esgen erneuert sicn t#glich, und niemand sisnt 2in
Ende.® 2 ’

dermann von 3ezzel, the president of the Bavarlan Jberkensistoriun,

deplordgd the decline of righteousness after six months of war, and

Fal

remarked that church attendance was again falling., Quoting fron

Joshua 7:13--the story of Achan--he warned:

Man kann nicht bestehen vor seinen Feinden, wenn =2in Fann untor
dem Volx ist. Und Rachsucht, Grausari=zii, unnilize unid unn®ii.--
Scadirfe werden bel der lingeren Dauer des Xampfes nicht furn
. oleiben. o3 :

The columnist of "Kirchliche Machrichten," for his part, blanmed Line

wanine enthusiasm on the German government's‘failure to declare iti:s
war aims. An assessment of the situation in early 19218 e2xpraczed

coth nostalgia and pessimisnm:

Wire der Krieg bald zu BEnde gegangen, so hdtte or zinen
herrlichen geistlichen Aufschwune nwnuerlasaen——nin 2
“die Wﬁsser im Sande z2u verlaufsn.b5 :

.The pessimism of the theologians was rot ill-foundsd, Instea-d
of occasioning a long-term religious revival, the war's net result
33 Fo Farl = 290,500

for the church was negative. According %o ¥arl Hammer, over

“worwort," AELKZ 1 (1 Jan. 1915):1.

2
D .
Hermann von Bezzel; "Die Pflichten Luth

tums gegentber der Zeitlage," AELKZ 8 (13 Fek,
oy e
Kirchliche MNachrichten - Wochenscrau," ATLKZ 14 (7 April
A : . [ =t -
1916):336. :
65
Sernewitz, "Neue (r £L, " ARLKZ 22 (21 Vay 1912) .60,



peoolt left the church in 1919, and in 1920, the number exceeded

300,000.66

The disillusiohmeht whioh set in olmoot immediately'after
‘the triumphant ihceptioh.of the National;Sooiaiist regime ih 1933
was rather different from that of the Worid War I years. As'during
the Great War, the theologlans in ]933 decried the collapse of th

°ht101pated solrltual rev1val Thelr anx1et1es, however, were more

,soecific. ‘The main obJect of concern was the Glaubensbeweoung

Deutscher Chrlsten} In Aprll 1933 Lalble disclosed his alarm at

the ”German Chrﬁstlans”

Die "Deutschen Christen" wissen, dass ein grosserYTeilvdes
-Kirchenvolkes nicht hinter ihm steht. Wo liegt die Differenz?
In dem dankbaren, freudigen Bekenntnis zum neuen Reich
gewiss nicht; da sind fast alle eins; ‘dié noch nicht mit-
tun k¥nnen, deren Zahl ist gering. Die Differenz liegt- -
nicht auf nationalem, sondern auf religi8sem Gebiet. Die
Kirche ist gesandt, die Botschaft Gottes in die Nation
hineinzutragen, die "Deutschen Christen" wollen die Bot-
schaft der Nation in die Kirche hineintragen. Die Kirche
hat Auftrag, Gottes Altar im Volk zu' bauen, eine heilige
St#tte Gottes fiHlr das Volk zu sein; jene wollen den Altar 67
des Volkes'in der Kirche bauen,'die Ki;che s&kularisioren.

Desptte mlsg1v1ngs about the "German Chrlstlans," however,

the Klrchenzeltung oer51sted for some tlme in attempts to cooperate

66Hammér,l72"

. 67Lalbl° "!'Deutsche Chrlsten' und 'Deutsche Evangellsche'
%elchsklrche' " AFLKZ 17 (28 Aprll 1933): 306 -



with them. FExcuses were jade for their excesscs; Laible olaimed:

An ihrem aufrichtigen Willen fHr Volk und Kirche zweif-=lt
niemanl; sie wollen 'das Bestec.08 ’

Tne "Kirchliche Nachrichten™ column reported:

Nie "Deutschen Christen™ sind bewahntlich nicht ~inneit-
lich organisiert; es gibt unter ihnen Kreise, iie flber-
legsam die+Dinge anfassen und it denen sich redep 1dsst,

]

and andere die mit Husare erhtPﬂ vorwﬁrtSSuﬂr"f".‘

The columnist!s. assessment was based on an election proclamation

of the "German Christians" in Saxony. This proclamation had
“tnat the "Cerman Christians" nad separated-themselves Irom the
" oy L “n70 . ' - , . o
sogenannte Bekenntnisgruppe, ~ because that. group repras:anio.

a "volxs- und weltfremde Theologie," which had; consciously or

unconsciously, made one concesc ion after anather o, liberaltsn

and "Mlarxism.” This Bekenntniseruppe, th2 statement conbinued, ot

68

.69
£1933):573.

. 7OIt is not qulue clﬂar cxactlv ta whon the
Christians" were referring here. The Bekennende {ir:
yet been established ;n.JLne 1933 The "German Christians
talking about the supporters of Zodelschwingh, bu® whethsr

Ibid.

”K1r0qllcne Nachrichten - Sacnsen," AZLKZ 24 «(1¢ Juns.

supporters were united into avpekenntnissfunoe in Saxeny at this’
time is uncertain.,. 'These early groups wnlc formed in cppeosition
to the "German Christians" neloed prepare the wavy Lor the emer-

.gence of the Confessing Church.  See Scholder, 422-52

o

"Kirchliche Nachrichten," AZLXZ 24 (16 June-1233):57..



Volkstum und Nation" as "Satzungen" and "Aufgaten'" from God,
and expycssed‘the desife'for;”heldische Fr8mmigkeit" in "echt
lutherischeﬁvSinne.” ‘If these "German Christians" fromn éaxony
reéresented those "mit denen sich reden lﬁsst,” one wonders now
.vradioal they would have to. be to have been rejected. |

In Way 1933 Pastor Frigdrich von Bodelschwingh was

elected to the newlj created post of Relchsblschof The "German
Chrlstlans," however, refused to accept hlm, and 1n51sted

.1nstead on . thelr candldate, Hltlar s Vertrauensmann,_Menr&reiSa

pfarrer Ludw1g Mﬂller. Even the con01llatory, pus&llanimbus

Klrchenzeltung Drotested thls demand nf uhe ”German Christians.”

Bodelschw1n0h's electlon, the Klrcnenzeluung 1n51sted had oeen

'Vbllﬂg legal,™ and the "Germah Chrlstlans” had - no rlcht to dictate

that the Relchsblschoz be eleoted Lrom thelr ranks.72 EGltOT

“

-

Lalble lqmented thls dlssenslon:

Wdhrend durch das Volk immer neuwer Jubel geht, dass die
marxistische Herrschaft gebrochen und ein zut deutsches
Regiment zur Regierung gekommen ist, ist.die Kirche in .~
tiefe Trauer versetzt. Fin -wilder Streit ist in ihr

aus eorochen, zwel Fronten stehen sich gegentlber, hier dis
g geg

Front der ﬁDeutschen Christen™, dort die -andern.73

"2ugeichskirche und Reichébisqhdf,” AELKZ 22 (2 June 1933):
518, See also AELKZ 24 (16 June 1933):562-5, and Wilhelm Zoellner, :

"Einige rragon zum Loccumer Manifest," ABLKZ 26 (30 June 1933):
611- 4. " ‘ -

r7 N . .
. '3Laible, ”Dle Kirche in Trauer,” AELKZ 26 (320 June 1033)
61l4..
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Laible reiterated-that -~nly a =minority of the Hirchenvolz
supported the "German Christians.”

Tt was not only opponents of the "German Thristiomas! who .

became disillusioned with the shape the

revival was taking. 1In Tesponse to tne

bizchof Missionsinspektor Weichert resienaed Trom the Zoicnolol

o7 the "German' Christians," and later left
In November 1233, 800 WHrbtenberg pastors left the wovement in

+ 1 -

response to the Sportpalast speech of 3erlin "German lhristian"

')I"): T830T3

Caul=siter, Jr. Reinhold Krause.

4
¥ -
""Taible's clalw was not borne ous.
in July 1933, The "German Christians" won
seats. JSee Friedrich Zipfel, Xirchenkampf
Religionsverfolzung und Selbstbenauptuns i
zialistischen Zei%, Ver8ffentlichungen 1

Zerlin beim Friedrich-Meinecke-Instituta
rlin 2d.11 (Zerlin: Wal*er de Gruyter :

) wjum
® < {0

~2
N

. . Miochenschau, " AEZLKZ (2 & )
Nachrichten - Deutschland," AZLXKZ 23 (% June 1923

B S o ) .
‘ "Wirchiiche Nachrichten - DtUuSCﬂlanu AZLY
1933):1108. On 13 Yovenber 1233, Dr. Xrause had ad

~1

ct

of 20,000 at'a'”Cerwan\u hristian" rally 2t the Spo
Perlin. Kfausm's-spee n reflected the most radical
the "Gernman Christians." His-iemands included the
.adoou‘on OI the Aryan claus Lhe the reo
ﬂu"'LluJ as 3. 1nr"su;an , @ s aivocaﬁicn_af it
nerolc Jesus figure. Krause “ﬂjectea the 014 Testanen® as
"Ein 3Buch von Yiehjuden und Zub#liern,! and urged tns'zrund- ,
s8tzlichen Verzicht auf die ganze SUndenboci- und Hindrrwariizrmelfo-
theologie des Rabbinus Pauluz." This speech trougnt tne "Ger-
man Christians" into an embarrassing sijfuation, as menbers .of
he movement as well as its opponents .ienounced Kra !
stance. The Reichsbischof Ludwiz MUller was forced
nimself pudblicly from the movement. 3ee "Die Sport
der 'Deutschen Christen' und ihre Folze," in Dokuue

= ¥
'ulk~dps DT’tue.. Das Janr 19233, tear

[ [ BEVR
[V §e]
ol 1=
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Fezer, Weiscr, and.Rilckert dissociated themselves from'fhe group,
as did the theology professor Friedrich Gogarten.

Critniclsm of.the.”Qerman Cﬁristians” and anxisty about the
chuféh did not,.howevef, go as far as to condemn ﬁational Soclalist

ideology. This was i1lustrated in the 1934 "Vorwort,' which

juxtaposed a vigorous attack on the ”German‘Christians”'witthlbwing

praise of the Befreiungsrevolution:

Ein grosses Jahr steht hinter uns. Gott hatte einen gewal -
tigen Tag #lber unser Volk Kommen lassen,- den niemand geaint,
waum noch jemand gehoff?t hdtte. PLl8tzlich hérte‘maﬁ‘Gottés
Senritte durch das Land gehen, hdrte seine s Sturmglocken
14uten; das Volk stand auf, der 'Sturm brach los. Kein

Sturm tlutiger Revolution mit Flinten und Henkersbeil, sondern
Befreiungsrevolution ohne Blut, Volkserhebung fir Freiheit'
und.Vaterland: 7erreissung langj#hriger eherner Bande. Di=
deutscne Geschichte kennt seinesgleichen nicht....

1

. Aber das grosse Jahr der deutschen .Mation wurde ein xlel
Jahr fiilr die Kirche.... Die spdtere Geschichtsschreibung wird
cinen Namen notieren,‘def wesentlich an der Gestaltung de's
Kirchenlebens 1933 beteiligt war, die "Glaubensbewegung’
Deutscher Christen'.... Die "Glaubensbewegung Deutscher
Christen" brach nicht aus dem Kirchenvolk hervor, sis war
Kinstlich- gemacht.... Die "Deutschen Christen™ hatten ihre

* ersten Grundsteine nicht von’ Gott, sondern von der nation-
alen Erhebung.... Schon in den Anfdngen der "Glaubensbewegung"
setzte bei ihr, statt der Gehorsam gegen die Schrift, die

 Zensur an der Schrift ein.... Das Herz des lutherischen
Bekenninisses, filr das die Reformatoren bis auf den Tod
kéimpften, die "Rechtfertiglng aus dem Glauben" ist aus-
geschnitten.78 : : S '

This vehement rejection of the "German Christians,'" whose.

'”theology" stemmed from Nétioﬁal'Socialist'ideology, looks almost

courageous. However, it.must be borne in mind that the "German

~

o} - . . . ) o ’ . ) .
"puseinandersetzun in der Bewegung- 'Dsutscher Christen',”
) , g _

ARLKZ - 47 (24 Yov. 1933):1126-7.

- TBuyorwort, " AZLKZ 1 (5 Yay 1934):2.

nes
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Christiiﬁé” were 'safe targets for inﬁicism."Th@ Ngtional Socigli:tv
gdvefnmént had repeatedly démonstrated its unwillingness te cooper-
;te closely with the ”Germaﬁ Christians", or.to foer them its undual—
ified suprrt.79 : A

The Hational Soéiaiist_regiﬁe itgeif, nowever, was not--

and by its nature.could not be--criticized. The latter had been

demonstrated to the Kirchénzeitung when it had been suspendad for

the first time in 1933, Still, even though one realiczces that . thns
y £ : : .

Kirchenzeituha nad to adhere to "diplomatic language to cortinue
opyblication, onse gets the impression that many of its contributors,

and its editor Wilhelm Laible, were actually sincere in their

‘praise of Hational Socialism. The Kirchenzeitung'!s =nthusiastiiz

acceptance .cf the new reginme seems to have zons Deyond what was’

necessary, or 2ven reasonzble. That enthusiasn can only te sxplained

0
rzgen ihre.ursorin;liche Absicht eine rein religils

- lgung ohne jeden.politischen Charakter gsworden seien
guoted in "Kirchliche illachricaten - Deutscnland," AZLKZ 14 (3 lept.

1939):302. R

by the theologians' hostility towards the Weimar Republic, and 3hzir
attachment to German Hationalist ideology.’
79Any institution which demands the loyalty of
ent: 3 the natural enemy of a totalitarian stats, =ve
institution, like the "German Christians," tries-.to in
the philosophy of the state. The "German Christians" 4 res
admitted that they had been rejected by the NS movement. In 17372,
the "German Cnristian'" newspaper, Deutscher Sonntag, revorted:
”'Die-anfénglicﬁe Absicht der "Deutscnen Christen', fir
die rein pelitische Zrweckung auch <der xirchlichen Xreise zu
7irken,  war‘ unausfihrbar..., da ihnen das Recht dazu
“2stritten und der Auftrag zurilckgezogen wurde, so dass 3isz
1=



CHAPTER IT

CHRISTIAN CONCEPTS IN THE SERVICE OF POLITICS -

Dem Vaterland in Treue zugetan allenthalben so, wie es

sittlich recht ist, seine Interessen pflegen und letzt-

lich fHlr alles Leben und Wirken kein anderes Ziel kennen

als das ewige Reich unseres Herrn Jesu Christi--das

steht nicht in Widerspruch miteinander, sondern klingt

tief innerlich zusammen; darin wirkt sich aus des Christen
. rechte Stellung zu seinem Vaterland.

. } -Julius Kaftan, 1915l

Mit dem Volk hat die Kirche gekdimpft und gelitten, als
der Weltkrieg ausbrach; mit dem Volk seufzte sie unter
der Schmach von Versailles; mit dem Volk jubelte sie, als
- der Tag der Befreiung kam, und dankte Gott tiber der
Sendung Hitlers. Sie hat vollen Anteil an dem
nationalsoiialistischen'Staat,... nicht gezwungen, son-
dern "von Herzen, mit gutem Willen."... M8gen einzelne
noch abseits stehen (wie auch im Volke selbst) die Kirche
als solche hat es hundertfach bezeugt, dass sie sich zu
der néuen Zeit halten will und hdlt. '

-Kirchenzcitung, 19342

In both times of crisis, Wdrld War I and the National
chialist regime, theological cbncepté were élaced in the service
of national goals and values. This was done in several ways. The
theologians propounded a religious interpretation of events which
lent spiritual significance fo governmental policies. They used
theoloéical vocabulary to justify both Germany's policies -in
World War I and the National Socialist revolution of 1933, and,

17 - the historians and other»intellectuals,vthey attempted‘to

lJulius Kaftan, "Wir Christen und. das Vaterland," ARELKZ 28
(9 July 1915):656. ' -

2worwort! TI, AELKZ 2 (12 Jan. 1934):28.
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promote unity within, and loyalty to the Gérman natién.:'f'_,\;.ﬁi -
, ‘ = .
During World War I, the uhe01001ans Drof sed that it was = -

not only their desire to interpret events‘in,spiritual terns, it

was alsc their duty. In wartinme, a pastor must nelp his congreeabtion, &
Wlt dem Kriege und all dem Neuen, das er.gebracht, e .
Jusserlich und innerlich fertig zu werder, Gott zu er-. .
leben, auch und gerade in diesem Kr1°g‘3

The war was interpreted as God's acilon. in history, or

God's judgment. On the one hand, it was viewed as the fight for

. Friede und Gehorsam, on the other, as the punishment of ‘Unrechit-

: o Lo, ‘ S . X ‘ . C o

und BHses. udsnerally the emphasis depended on whether. the theo--
-

logians were re ferring to Germany or tc her enemies. In the German

Qontext, they interpreted the war as a defénse of righteousness and -

Christianity, but when they focussed on their enemies, they viewad

the war as a punishment of evil.. Thus, in 1914, the
described the war as Germany's fight to save Christianityt

EﬁmclanQJ hat einen 3und cemacht mit Heiden und. Gottes- .

leugnern, trdgt das blu : Schwert des Krieges von Jale
Land zu Land und kann n. © satt werden, einzig um ein™ PR SO
Christenvolk zu zerst8ren, dasselbe Vol”; dem die Welt R
des neugeschen kte Evangelium verdankt.> e

o

) 3J. Josten, "Wir Pfarrer uhd unsere {rie
22 (28 May 1915):506. '

s : ’ e .
“See "Was sagt Luther dber den Xrieg?" II, ABLKZ 35 -
(28 Aug 1914):817. : _ , e

ZiDag valkergerwcht " AELKZ 49 (4 Dee. 1O14):1145.0 -



>

" That same year, however, another article in. the Kirchenzeitung.ﬁad
Ainterpreﬂéd the war as God'é vengeance on Belgium for mistreating’
the natives of the Céngo. ”Allé Schuld r#icht sich auf Erden, auch
.die Schuld, an Eingebqrenen ve;ﬁbt!"
On the oﬁher hand, there were isolated voices, which described

the war as a punishment\for the sins of the German nation. The

parsons Gottfried and his son Ludwig Thimme called it exactly that.7

A Kirchenzeitung article from September 1914 was somewhat milder,
but agreed that Germany too was under God's wrath:
Der Krieg ist von jeher §ine Zuchtrute Gottes filr die
V8lker gewesen. Und hat etwa Deutschland diese Zuchtrute
nicht verdient? Hat richt in der langen Friedenszeit
Unglaube, Gottervergessenheit, Materialismus, Mammons-
dienst, Genusssucht, Uppigkeit, Unsittlichkeit in weiten
Volksschichten in erschreckendem Masse zugenommen?8b
In the face of unpromising odds, reliance on spiritual

interpretations of the war was comforting. ' When the United States

declared war on Germany in April 1917, the Kirchenzeitung confi-

\

dently retorted:

Ob unsere Lage noch schwiefiger wird, als sie war,
steht nicht bei Amerika, sondern bei Gott.9 '

&

6“Kleine Mitteilungen - Belgien," AELKZ 35 (28 Aug. 1914):829,

7The historian Frie&fich»Thimme critidized‘his father and /”6f
* brother for their attitude, "dass der Krieg die Strafe Gottes fir : (
die Stinde des deutschen Volkes -sei," and insisted that the war was ° S
not God's '"punishment", but his "grace." Friedrich Thimme to Karl

Thimme, 15 No¥.1914, Thimme Nachlass. '

8Ludwig Schneller, "In Kriegszeiten von Jerusalem bi5106ln,” i
AELKZ 39 (25 Sept. 1914):915.

Pnkirchliche Nacirichten," AELKZ 15 (13 April 1917):352.
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When peace was signed with Ruzsia at Brest-Litovsk,

Kirchenzeitung assured its readers:

Was Gott angefangen hat, pflegt er auch zu vollenden;

er tut nichts halb.,  Mit Zuversichi schauen wir auf die

bevor. "ehenue Vollendung im Westen; und es dinkt uns
wie eine Scihd#ndung Gottes, ihm diese Vollendungz nicht

—

zuzutrauen.

The theologians' attempts to interpret the crisis in spiri
tual terms 'distorted their perceptions of the actual evenis o

. .
war. Because they unierstood the war as God's plan for Germany's

. 17
T P TTEC . 4oL
aggrandicement, the possibility of defeat was rarely entertain=zd.

‘A naive optimism was apparent throughout bhe wartime issues of

N~ . I NN .o N ;
Kirchenzeitung, an optimism which would nowadays be interpretszd

as sheer hubris:

3
o
[l

21
18y

vWlo sind die Gedankxen geblieben, mit denen unsere
in den Krisg zogen? Nicht sie, sondern wir sin
Sieger. Sieger nicht bloss #dber die V8lier, diz sei
‘dem schon zanz ~us dem Kriege ausgeschaltet sind,
sondern doch auch im tiefsten Grunde bereits, so ver-
trauen wir, Sieger im esten.L1?

e p
&

[eR
ct ct+ 3

lO”Der Friede mit Russland," AELKZ 11 (15 March 1918}:233,
llOnednotable exception was an article by ﬁlthaus, "Der
Krieg und unser Gottesglaube" II, AELKZ 27 (2 July 1915):631.
Even 'if the war should end in a humiliaticn of Germany, like that of

1806, -Althaus believed Germanffs faith in God would not nave been
"in vain: i
"Unser Gottesglaube ist nicht von #Husseren Xriegs-
erfolgen abhdngig. Und der Sieg 2ls solcher ist kein =
'nottesurteilt.n :

‘lZLudwig Ihmels, "Zu Beginn des f#nfiten Kriegsjahres,"
AELKZ 31 (2 Aug. 1918):667. '



Ry August 1918, Gerﬁany's military situation was as good-

v

"be kepf in mind, bowever; that the vast ﬁajor;

ity of the nafiéh,‘gncluaing the theologians, did not read thé
wfiting on the wall, until the Army Subreme‘ Command #équested
an immediate armistice, and iﬁférmed the ieichstgg of thaﬁ-deéision,
_Thg theologians responded with;cries-fér-pfayers‘aﬁd divine inter—;

vention. '"An die Beter in Deutschland," an article of October 1918,

was typical of the Kirchenzeitung's tone in the last phasequithe war.

Unsere innere und #ussere Lage hat sich durch diesen nun

1

vier Jahre tobenden Weltlkrieg derart gestaltet, ddss nur
vereinigtes, verstdrktes, haltendes Flehen und Schreien
uns helfen kann. Der Herr muss eingreifen und diésem
V8lkergemetzel ein Ende machen. '
The theologians now shifted the focus of responsibility for Germany's
future from the army to-the home front. ; If dnly the spiritual
© support, would hold out, if only the German people would sincerely -
répent:
Dann wird Gott sich flber uns und unser Volk noch einmal
erbarmen.... Er wird uns und unser Volk retten und zu
baldigem Sieggynd Frieden filhren.
Peace without victbry still seemed to .be inéomprehenéible!
- The incredsingly sharper notes from America, however,
destroyed the laét hopes of the theologians, and they brooded about

. the colTapse of the .Second Réich:

- .
-~

lBJohanno- se 7, "An die Beter in Deutschlénd,”~AELKZi40~-
(4 0¢t., 1918):87- . o , .

Ibid. . >



Das Deéutschland Bismavcics Vorsghwindet, was kammt st nock
dunkel. Die Entwickelung ist noch bestdndiz im Fluss,

und jeder Tag ‘ann Wendungen bringen), die nicht nur
ibar Deutschl@ndo bCHl“hS&l, sondarn, iR :r das. Buropas
“antseheiden. ' '

"In the ﬂldnlcnu nour, "the only hope that remdinzd was the theo-

=

ogical conce ept of.a miracle:

w

Gott ist ein Gott &or Iunaer.... Das nat er auch in dicsen
-Krieg geze¢ “t.... Digser ganze Krieg ist =ins K=tte von.
Wundern gewesen. . Und auch eine.Kette von Uberraschun;en.
Was heute gross orochlon, wurde morgen klein, und das.’
Kleine wurde gross. Wissen.wir, ob Gott die heuts 50,
‘grosse Macht der Feinde nicht morgen zertrimmern kann?™

)

3
oL :

[ R

No miracle oCcurred. Gerwanj ﬁad to aurrender_and sign the-arn

In November 218, Gerwanv blgneq the " Treaty of Versailles, a trepty -

.whicn most~bf the-theologians} like the right-wing politiecal

-1

=1

=4

groups, were never willing to-accept

.

Throughout the war, the theologians hau consistently iden-
tified faith with-public policies, and equated Sod's will with

Gérmany's cause, qun uerwany was aeféauea however, the’

‘

”Klrcnllche Nachrichten - Wochenschau," AELKZ 42 (13 Oct.

15
)921 _
_16H11helm Lalol , "Bleibt noch eine Hoffnung in lieser
schweren Zeit?" - AELKZ 43 (25 Oct. 1918).,*0
17, o '
. thn corolalnlnr about. he eatj of Versallxas, none
Qf the neologlans seem. to nave‘IOOAed pack at Wilheln’ ualu” r's
91. article, "Der-jetzige Krieg und, Dr. Luther" IV, ALLK@ L6
(13 Nov.,l914) 1080 Walther had declared_that it was bhr;stlan
-duty, - : - o _
"die Nrﬁedensbedlngungen SO Zu- fassen, daas eine Wieder-
kehr Dlnes solchén Krieges, soweit dies 4ugrhaunt arr
‘bar ist, untgllcn gemacht: werde, - Dies wird aber stets
eine Demtitigung und’ ocﬂwécqun~ der. Besiegten in sicgn
fscnllﬂssen, di= ‘ann sicher nicht wohl, sonaern nur
'weh'! tun wird, 41P acer auch fir sis s2lbst die zr
donltat sein kann,, - : L

21 CKE



‘ass001atwon of God’s )lan and Gernanj's aggrandlzemont collaooed
'Rather than admitting‘that thelr analogy and their tqeologlcal
retienalisations Hed beeh wroﬁg, the theologians‘claimed’that _
defeat 1nd1cated that the .German oeople had not nad enougl faith,.er
prayed_enougn- 'The theologlans, seeklnc a smlrltual explanation - for.
defeat, .develosed what»can be called e theolo:ical yer51on.of the
‘:”Stab in-the- back myth "18.'Germaﬁy, they held, had not been |
defeated because of mllltary weakness, or economic hardshlps, but
hed fallen prey to moral and spiritual_degeneration. The early

.-months of the war had shown promlse of a return to God, but that

vopportunltyvhad'been vasted. The Klrchenzeltung was filled with .
»thisenotion throughout,NeVember 1918. "Unsere Schuld, gnserét
ysehuld Abuﬁsere grosse Schuld"'was‘the titie of an article in the
14Nevember issue;lg‘ The 8 November issue iﬂcluded an article

entitled, "Diz erwachende Busspredigt," which gave examples of

. l8W1lllam Pressel traces the German. theologlans' retreat 1nto
-.the spiritudl’ Dolchstosslegende in Die Krlegsnredlgt 1914-1918 in der
evangelischen Kirche Deutschlands, Arbelten zur Pastoraltheologie Bd.5,
" hrsg. Martin. Fischer und Robert Frich (Géttlngen Vandenhoeck & »

" .Ruprecht, 1967). Hermann ‘Liibbe describes the attitudes of philo- ¥
sophers towards the Dolchstosslegende. The emphasis in the philo-

- sophical approac was differént from that of the theological, but the
underlying concept was the same: the Germans had lost because they '
lacked gelstlge Kraft and moralische Haltung ‘Politische Philosophi=
in ‘Deutschland: Studien zu ihrer Geschlchte (Rasel/stuttgart .Benno
Schwabe & Coé., 1963),173-238. ‘

- ‘ lg"Unsere Schuld unsere Schuld - unsere grosse Scbuld "
AELKZ ) (1 Nov. 1918) 968 : ~ ~
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ussnrediqﬁen freom various religious publicatinons. The favarian’

Korrespondenzblatt, which was cited, gave two answers

ba the gues--

tion, MWarum wir nicht siegen kd8nnen":

Weil zu wenig gebetet wird.

wWeil wir ”‘elne heiligen Hinde aufhoben ame Zorn o
‘JVNC_Lfel (I T_g.::: 2,8) 'O ' ’

1y

Lutherische Konferenz, declared in an address ”\n unsere Mitgliedor

"und Freunde und an alle, die die Kireche Jesu und unser Volx li=t nagen':

Unser Volx hat die Stunde seiher‘Heihspchung nicnt. aerkannt,
"und wir sind durch vielfache Vers#lumnisse -mit schuldigz

-geworden. Herr, wir haben es vardient,'dasc'du'uns

zillchtizst,. aber um deiner Darwner21gVP¢, wlll verwirf
uns noch nicht von deinen Angesicht sond glb tnz

Raum zur Pusse um Jesu willen.<l

‘The retreét,into t@é ﬁstab—iﬁ?ﬁhe—bact m/uf” allbwedttha
@heologian? tn absolve themsel&eé of ré;ponéibiliﬁy féy.gﬁeir
'attifudes ﬁuring ﬁhé.wéf,_éndvtb avoid‘coming uo.té:ms %itﬁ Ehi2

. - . :

) question of Germany's future. Tle, Qdoptpd g ﬂetac. d and persis-

N

- teritly C*lulcaliiutluude:uowar “he rew republic. They continued
' . o

“Oupie erwachende Busspredigt," AELKZ 45 (8 Nov. 1913):394.
L Ludwig-Thmels, "An unsere Mitglieder und Freéunde und an
alle, die die Kirche Jesu und unser Volk lieb.haben," AELKZ 47
(22 Hov. 1918):1009-10. Some theclogians cbjected fo these putlic
proclamations: of Germany's sins. Professor Walther warmed agai
speaking in the press in an ”unJust” way abcut the s;ns of- the
German Volk, ,
"Denn dleses ist. schon so g"auenvoll von den rQLnaen'
verléundet, dass es ernste Pflicht des deutschen. Christen .
ist, dagegen aufzutreten, nicht aue* den Lidsterern im,
o Auslana noch neuen -Stoff zu llefern L IATE Lrwacnen'jzr'
Busspredigt," AELXZ 48°(29 Hov. 1918).103J. ‘ '



to live in the realm.of nostalgla, to look backwards longingly
. . ; )

‘at the "gbod old ddys"'Of the "authdritafian” Wilhelmine era.

‘As durihg the Great Mar, in 1933, the theologiahs imposed
a‘religiOQS interﬁrefation en political'evente. Again, ﬁhis lent

’%D1rﬂtua1¢ 1gn1f1cance to polltlcal dec1s1ons and actlons, and

i

gave Credlblllty to a reglme about ‘which many people had serlous
doubta wllhelm Lalble, for example, afflrmed in December 1933

'In der neuen natlonalen Erhebung sahen wir von Anfanv an

. eine Fdhrung Gottes und.in Adolf Hltler den Mann, den
~Gott berufen hatte, unserem Volk aus. selner KnechtSehaft
aus seiner Gott1051gke1t S;tten1031gke1t Zerrlssenhelt
herauszuhelfen :

Zyen the Kirchenkamp? was'interpreted as'oért of Ged's1olan_te'
‘revitalize the cbdrch In the New Vear s message for. 1935 Lalble
~called 1934‘”eiﬁe otteSJahr ohneglelchen”

Eie'Kirche war eine schlafende, elne‘erschlaffte'Kirche-
geworden; sonst widre sie nicht- so jdmmerlich vom Feinde
diberrannt worden. " Da. hdt Gott-sie aufgeweckt, mit dem

Calten Mlttel, mlt dem er. die’ seinen aufwecxt nit der-
Zichtigung, mit dem Kreuz.23 Ce R T

'VWheﬂ the rellgious rev1val whlch the theologlans had expec{

ted falled to occur,.and ;nstead rapidly turned 1nto an open”

confrontation .between two groups in the-church, the.Kirchenzeitung -

. in'terpreted this as a result. of moral.and Christian failure. °

: A 22La1ble, "Die Kr131s in der 'Glaubensbewecung Deutscher
: Chrlsten' " AELKZ 50 (15-Dec. 1933): 1168 :

23Lalble,_”Vorwort" III AELKZ 3 (18 Jan. 1935 ):49:”



"The church, the~theologians claimed, had relied too heavily -n-
‘human - forces, and, placed too little trust in God. ‘It had succumbed |

neglectad

,.j
J3
[
U
|
!
=
@3

to the vemptation of disunity, had misused its ‘ener
to'exploit the opportunity for revitalization.  .Even the politically

noderate and theologically conservative Friedrich von Bodelscnwingh,

who-hadtbeen'ﬁeichsbischof for 1less than a month before being foresi

to reelgn, v01ced th;s at 1tuae of regre and ..ei~chastisement in

his March'IQBA létter to Pfarrér'und Gemeindegiiuder.
" Jeder neue Anfang in der Kirche w#chst aus der 3usse .
heraus., " Wer unter uns milsste nicht bekennen, dass. ar -
noch viel zu'wenig still und frei, treu und tapfer
‘gewesen ist! Zine grosse Zeit fand bei uns.viele ileine
Miinner, 24 - S ' ' e S

" Many éhUrchm like Qodelschw1ng“, were profoundly sintere

in their autemots to cépe with the ‘turmeil in the ciwrch dnd i@

'éermgn natiSn’ ih]ainohfpolificéi'and purély}Ch:istianﬂwaya The
?ragedy-ofVthe_sitﬁéﬁioﬁ,'hOWeQef, waéAthaf‘often their ihtroséec
:éndxépifituél'fdgus”in the earlj sbaoes of tqu cnuréh stfugglé:
.'preventea them from ?u7lj rﬂcogn*ziné f&e }_ at that a uofaiitafian:
“roglme regresented to organwzea rollglon. THD/ uended inst cad.to

blame solrltual Short -ccomings -for *he weaknnss and dvsspnolﬂn within-

the church.-

‘

_ 24Pastor von bodelschw1ngd lafer provea to e a4 couragaous.’
proponent of accle51ast1ca1 independ dence. Alunougn hevwgs reluc-. \‘
tant .to-involve himself bolitically, he refused to accept any
adaptation of Christian beliefs or church 'poiicies to suit Hational-
Socialism. He described himself in May 1933 in the following terms: |
'l”'Ich gehBre',... 'weder zu den Deutscren Chris tenﬁ novh'zﬁr.national—y
sozialistischen Partei und wurn@'kelnﬂ 18glichikeit sehen, nach -
‘dieser Seite hin eine Hussere oder innere THLi i
Quoted in Scholder, 414. Dur1ng~tne war years,




The Kirchenzeitung consistently maintained that political

conditions were not to blame for the disastrous state of ecclesias-
tical affairs:

Die Kirche hat selbst Hand an sich gelegt; sie machte aus
dem Kirchenfeld einen Kampfplatsz, zwei wider drei und drei
wider zwei.... Immer deutlicher wird die Ohnmacht der

" Menschen den Frieden zu schaffen; immer majestditischer’

. tritt die Gestalt Christi hervor.... Wenn der heutige-
Kirchenbau nicht geraten ist, kann man vor Menschen aller-
lei Grinde angeben. Vor Gott ist nur die eine Antwort
m8glich: der Herr war nicht dabei.?5

N By late 1933, the church was sharply divided.. Plans to unite

the tWeﬁty-eight“Landeskirchen into a national Deutsche Evangelische ™

' Kifche had resulted in “the drafting of a constitutioﬁ,,ﬁbich was

adopted in July 1933. However, this semblance of unity was soon

shattered: Oppcnents of the "German Christians!-and their. plans. for

'ﬁhe'Reichskirehe reeented'the.ettempﬁs of that grdupeto'impose:their"

-dogmas onfo‘fhe church. ‘The-quarrei over the Reichsbischof and.the

debete over the impeeition of the Aryan Clause led to a cbmplete_split'

between the ‘two factions. -0On the one hand, there were the‘hGerman

" -Christians," on the other their epponents, the Bekenntnistreue groubsl

Wany theologlans, however, repreqentlng a w1de range of theologlcal

,-3

p051tlons, were caught in the mlddle between these twe -vposing frcnts.

bromlnent'oppenenﬁ of the euthanasia orogram of the. Natlonal Socialists, -

See Stewart Hermann, Thé Rebirth.of the German Church (London S5.C. M.

Press, 1946),71. He refused to comply with orders .in. this.regard, and
did not release any of the patients in his hosp;taW to the authorltles.
25

"Worwort," AELKZ 1 (4 Jan. 1935):2-4.

%6111 1937, 160 of the Berlin clergy belonged to the Confessing

Church, 40 were "German Christians," and 200 considered %hemse1Ves to

be in this middle group. Hans Rothfels, The German Opposition to Hitler:

An Appraisal, trans. Lawrence Wilson (Chicago: Henry Regnery Co, 1963),41.

P
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hese churennen

T

Unwilling to commit themselves to either faction,

formed the "middle front" in the Kirchenxampf.
Wnile-the "German Christians" began to lose ground in late
1933, due to the Sportpala3t scandal and the breax- of Reichsbiscihefl

Ludwig Mdller with their group, their opponents began to organicze.

The Jungreformatorische 3ewegung, led by Martin Nien#ller, Walter

2
o

Ki#inneth and Hans Lilje, insisted that "church must remain churcih,"

42

and offered an early center of opposition to attempts to impos

Jational Socialist ideology on the church. In September 1933,
. gy P

NiemBller initiatéd the Pfarrernotbund, %o protect those pastors wn

were victimized by persecution of non-Aryans, or who nad been dis-

tn
<
1
el
ANY)
-
-
O
<
)

missed from their offices by the new official chureh,
one-third of all German clergymen were members of this azsociation.

Octizber 1934,

Ly

At the synods of Barmen and Dahlem in ¥ay an

td
i

many of the Protestants who opposed the "German Christians' and the
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Many of the theologians who wrote in the Xirchenzeitung, however,

.not join this new group, despite their disappreval of the "German
Christians". Laible, for example, although nhe shared some of
concerns of the Confessing Church, was openly critical o7 i%, ani

blamed it for exacerbating disunity in the church:

Es waren Gnadenstunden, als jens grosse Zewegung in der
Kirche aufbrach, eine Bewegung um Got®t her und sein Wors:

227, .

- See Kupisch, 258.

28 Ry
Gutteridge, 197

~
i
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leaders
interna
Christi

loyalty

2ls man sich gegen die Irrlehre aufraffte und sich ein-
mitig auf das Evangelium stellte.... Aber man liess sich
damit nicht genflgen, man wollte Kirche bauen, eine neue
Kirche; man machte den Barmer Tag zu einem Kirchentag,
richtete ein neues "Bekenntnis" auf in der "Barmer theo-
logischen Erkl#rung."... Aber...Gott hatte schon gebaut,
eine lutherische Kirche, eine reformierte Kirche, dazu dann
der Union.... Es lag nahe, diese Kirchen unter ein Dach 3u
bringen, das versuchte auch die Barmer Erkldrung.... Aber
dieses Dach wao schon da, man hatte sich wirklich zusammen-
gefunden, um “gemeinsam zu schlagen." Weiter zu gehen,

dazl fehlte der gBttliche Auftrag, vollends fenhlte er zu
einem neuen Bekenntnis.<9 "

Like the theologians who contributed to the Kirchénzeitung,
of the Confessing Church were concérned primarily wiéh the

1 eéclésiastical crisis, and the héresy of the "German

ans.”. Trge to_the teachings of Paul, they maintained their

to the state. While many of them *showed great courage in

tne

resisting the encroachment qf the "German~Christians" and the pressure

of lati

(\?egime,

onal Socialist agencies, they did not directiy attack the NS

either. because they could not, or did not wish to do so.30

Wilhelm
ausschu

9] B

“Laivle, "orwort" III, AELKZ 3 (15 Jan. 1937):50-1.
Zoellner, president of the Deutsche Evangelische Kirchen-
ss, described himself vis-a-vis the Kirchenkampf as "einer,
schen den Parteien 'in der Drecklinie' steht." Zoellner

der zwi

”"\\admitte

in the
~MGerman’

d, however, that those theologians, like himself, who stood
middle, were largely responsible for the influence the
Christians" had won in the church. :

"Als die evangelische Kirche der Front des individualistischen

Idealismus’ gegenliberstand, entstand eine Kompromissbewegung,
welche zwischen den beiden ungeheuren Gegens#tzen vermitteln
wollte. Gewiss wollte sie die Kirche retten,.aber sie sah

‘nicht, dass sie gerade es war, welche die Kirche dem Einfluss

"Die ki

des individualistischen Idealismus auslieferte."
rchlichen Kampffronten von Bekenntnis aus gesehen,;" AFLKZ Q2

(1 June 1934):506.

Dietric

3OThere were, of course, exceptions. The most notable was
h BRonhoeffer, the pastor and theological writer who was exe-

cuted in 1945 for his invélvement in the attempted putsch of 20 July

1944,
Confess
Introdu

Bonhoeffer, however, was not typical of the clerOJ of the
ing Church. See Eberhard Bethge, Bonhoeffer: An Illusirated

ction in Documents and Photosravhs, trans. Rosaleen Ockenden

{London:

William Collins & Co., 1976), 92-140.
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On the contrary, they repeatecly stressed their loyalty to the
31 " . . . . s
state. Even at his trial in 1938, Martin Niem#ller smphasized
: . N . N s . 32 -
his wish not to interfere in political affairs. Despite these
objections, however, the Confessing Church inevitably became a form

- .
Its services

of resistance to the National Socialist

drew large crowds, not only because of the spiritual vitality of

the new church, buit also because i _"ggp only instigution to W
. PO kY

"3 /

& e control of “he Wationail

o -

Protestants, could belong. which w
T ’ ' CE _
Socialists. t thus became ang B4 opposition for.many

ot possigyle, or not desirable.
sy

-

G

Moreover, the, imperatives of the theolo®y- of the Confessing Church

brought it into conflict with the lational Socialist recgime. I%s
affirmation of a confassion of faith based firnly on the gospel

meant that it rejected the tctalitarian clains of
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racial dogma, and repudiated the deification »f Hitlar, and the
chauvinistic zlorification of the German Volk. Thus, although
the Confessing Church had not wished to beccme a form of political

resistance, ittcou1dvnot nelp but do so. ,
. < ;

In the national crises of 1914 and 1933, the theologians

were inclined to identify God with the German cause. This was

31

~

Gutteridge,129-31; Conway, 3.-7.

32Gutteridge,103,



nothing less than a manipulation of religious concepts in the
service of political goals. Such theological maneuvering, however,
was not unique to 1914 or 1933, According to Karl Barth, the German
theolbgian Friedrich Schleiermacher had‘already exemplified such
manipulatibn of theology a century earlier:

As an apologist of Christianity, Schleiermacher really
played upon it as a virtuoso plays upon his fiddle: he
played the notes and airs which, if they did not cause
his hearers to rejoice, could at least be accentable to
them. Sehleiermacher did not speak as a responsible
servant of Christianity but, like a true virtuoso, as

“a free master of it.33 :

. The Protestant theologians during World War I showed themselves

worthy heirs of Schleiermacher in their prowess as "virtuosos" of
Christianity. Barth ériticized them even more harshly than he had
- Schleiermacher., = "The German Professors," he wrote to.a friend,
"are real masters at fihding ingenious moral and Christian grounds
for brutality.”34

Charles Bailey excuses the chauvinism of the World'War I
theologians by calling it "simply the normal response of state
employees.”35 University teachers were required to swear not to
"write, do, or say anything subversive to the interests of sovereign

36

or state." It is, however, a far cry from refraining from

33Barth,"Protestant Theology, 446.

3Z‘”V‘d'nur.ui Busch, Karl Barth: His Life from Letters & Autobio-
graphical Texts, trans. John Bowden II, rev. ed. (London: SCM Press,
1976),148, ‘

35Charles Edward Bailey, Gott mit uns: Germanj s Protestant
Theologians in the First World War (Ph.D. dlssertatlon, University of
Virginia, 1978), 460, :

36

Ibid.,40. s
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involvement in subversive aCul’f"’l'o'S to =nthusiasti ically ani wnoi--

heartedly subcrdinating intellectual and theolozical integrity %o.
the d--fense of national interests. Thers is'no evidence that
church leaders and university professors jeopardized their lives,
or even their careers, if they refused to participate in the thso-
logiéal rationalization of Germany}s r‘reigngﬁqlicy during the Great
War. The Marburg theologian, Martin Rade, for example, who nad
described the war as evidencé of the "bankruptcy of Christianity,"
and had conceded that Germany shared in the reSponsibiliﬁy for it,

. ' 37 .
wa s severely‘critlcized by his colleagues,’ out maintained his
position at the University of Marburg until 19233, énd continu?d cub-

lishing nis journal Christiiche Welt, throughout the war.38

37Hammer,58. The liberal theologlan {artin Rade)(1857-1940)
was profoundly influenced by Adolf von Harnack. Rade founded the
periodical Christliche Welt in 1886. Under his leadership, it became
the most important forum for the opinions of German liberal theologi-
ans., Politically, Rade was also a liberal, and between 1912 and 1221,
ne was a representative at the Prussian Verfassunoszebends Versarm-
lunz. 1In 1933, he was dismissed from the Staatsdienst and left %he
University of Marburg. 'Rade rejected National Socialism from the
start, as incompatible with Christian ethics. See Hammer,376 and
Scholder,181. : R

0O

5

qBThe only evidence in the Klrcbenzeltdnq during VWorld ‘War I
of a churchman being censured for voicing "subversive" opinions was
a report in November 1914. Apparently, a Pastor Frank in West
~ Prussia had warned his congregation that the blocdi of innocent women
and children was on {erman swords. When called tc task for this
statement, Frank explained that he had not meant to provoke his lis-
teners, only to urge them to .repent. He was condemned by the
zustéindigze Kriegsgericht to six months imprisonment. _The Xirchen-
zeitung expressed horror at Frank's béhavior: ”!Frankf hat...sowonhl
seiner Géemeinschaft als dem Christentum den schlechtesten Dienst
getan." "Kleine Wlttelluncen - vestproussen,” AFLKZ 47 (20 lov.
1914):1115. e :




The Kirchenzeitung bears witness to the propensity of
the theologlans during World War I to use thelr prestlge to Justlfy
German policy, to Christians inside .as well as,outs &e Germany.

The most famous appeal of German Protestant theologians, "An die

“évangelischen Christen im Auslande," appeared in the Kirchenzeitung

v

on 4 September 1914. It was printéd with the rames of the twenty-

-nine’signatories, among'them K. Axenfeld, Missionsdirektor, Berlin;

H.v.Bezzel, Oberkonsistorialprésident, Munich; E. Dryander, Ober-

hofprediger, Berlin; Adolf v.Harnack, Professor of Theology, Beﬁlin;
- e

and Julius Richter, Professor of Theqlogy, Berlin. The aopeal‘ooened

by deplorlnv the effects of the. war on Christian m1831onary work

In dem unvercleroﬁllchen weltgeschlchtllchen Zeitabschnitt,
in dem der Christemhéit die Brilcke zu der gesamten nicht-
christlichen Meqsahhelt geschlagen und ein massgebender
Einfluss auf sie: anyertraut war, stehen die christlichen
V8lker BEuropas ih Begriff, in brudermérderlichem Kriege
s . sich gegenseitig zu zerfleischen.39 ' - v
. . 14

It one—sidedlywolaced the’blame for-the collapse of Christian unity
on the shoulders of Germany S polltlcal enemies. 'The appeal denounceu

the "deliberate neﬁworkwof lles" whlch sought to blame the outbreak

Q i 5 A . PR

of war on the German government and the German people. Germany,‘lt
J . B ) o . 3 8 R

prociaimed, had been forced to declare war in order to defena herself'

from destruction by ”Aslan barbarlsm." "The Czar had oublacly i
{". I

declared the war to be the Dntscheldungskamuf agalnbsu Germany and

-

Protestantlsm. The damage whlch the war would wreak in the Proteotant

mission fields was presented as.ev;dence ofﬂthe severlty of that .

39AELKZ 36 (4 Sept. 1914) 8020, -

e



threat:

Nicht um unseres Volkes willen, dessen Schwert blank nd
scharf ist--um, der einzigartigen'Weltaufgabe der Christ-
lichen V8lker in der Entscheidungsstunde Mor Weoltmission
willen wenden wir uns an die &vangelischentChricten im
neutralen und im feindlichen Auslande.

The Appeal ended with an aloquenﬁ defense of Germany's innocence,
Responsibility for the terribla.crlwe of the war lay, not .with
Germany, it proclaimed, but with those who had éfotted aéainst
hef, and wererbenﬁ on'her destructién.

3

In October 1914, the Klrchenzelfung printed a l é er fro-

Adolf von Harnack to an English theologian. qumally, the Kirchen-

zeitung was antagonistic to Harnack's liberal f:ieology, but in

1914, Harnack's séntiments corresponded ‘exactly with those o: u

orthodox‘Kirchenzeitung theologians. Harnack representea crman

N
A

‘as the protector of Kultur:

Ehgland] reisst den Damm ein, d?r Westeuropa und s-:ine
Kultur ver i:m Wilstensande der asiatischen Unlultur
Russland. unl Zes Panslawismus geschiitzt hat, 40

4

It was crucial to the fate of the world, Harnack claimed, that

o

Germény‘stand firm, - e . o

denn wir verteidigen die Arbeit von anderthalb Jahrtausenden
- fir ganz Europa und auch: ffr Grossbritannien!

Harnack dismissed Germany's violation of Belgian neutrality as
. 3 B

‘f,nQ?%SSity; and rejectedsBethmann Hollweg's admission

ye

rﬁaﬁyShagycommltted a certaln Unrecht:

NP> e
;f/é n in elnbr Lage, in der es {berhaupt rormalien
% mehr glbt .sondern nur noch sittliche Pflichten.

.
P . B

AO“Elne Auselnderapdersetzung deutscher Ge rien' i =
gland " AULKZ AO (2 Oct 1914) 944 -5, ’ — -

-
i
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o
There was a biblical” precedent, Harnack added; David, in extreme

hunger, had eaten the consecrated\ibowbread from the tabernacle.

n

Oifen the theologians used Martin Luther's teachlngs to justify

e

Germgny'e'poljcy in the war.42 In a book entitled Deutschlands Schwert

durch Luther guweiht, Professor Wilhelm Walther applied Luther!s

:\ Legk‘“\olqgae’to the contemporary siguation, to demonstrate the

S

e ek

k"%gr?ﬁousnc s of Germany's cause. Eut%er, 1a\t1u tradltlon of ﬁ

A}

) .

N ,f’,}!\ ¢ - . ) . 2o JL

AunJ bine and Thomas Aqulnaa. had focu:scd,nls dlscu581on of war on

A\J ’ :;EJ‘ \
ths notlcu of "just wer He L .defined "ju§§ war" as defensive

wqr. ,Mlltler bloadened uLuner'xe deflnltlon of ”Ju”ffhar” to include .,
g ..,: " . M

preventlxe wars, In whlch wha#31pneared Yo, be acfs of aggre351on were

actually defensive meesuTes.» The central questlon Walther contended
s "ob man durch"LusD"oder durch 'NQt' Zum Kriege gotrleben wird,
4, 14

43

nicht...wer den Krieg erkldrt oder wer mobilisiert hat." According

o

to this analysi¥, Germany's preparations for war had not an*y been

necessary defensive measures, they wére moreover heilige Pflicht.

The theologians frequently afgned ' the war was a confir-

mation, rather:then a denidl of Christian lqye.'fLudWig Thmels, in

his .book, Der Kfieg im Lichte der christlichen Ethik, explained

5

1See 1 Sam.21: o, Matt 12: 4, Mark 2 26; and Luke 6;4‘

The wrltlngs of Luther most frequently referred to were:
"Von weltlicher Obrigkeit, wie weit man Adhr Gehorsam schuldig sei,"
"Ob Kriegsleute auch in seligem Stande. seln k¥nnen," and "Vom :
Krlege wider die Tﬂrken L . . '%

43Walther,:"Der‘*’jetzige Krieg und Dr. Luther" II;'AELKZ 43
(23 Oct. 1914):1010. Walther's series was published separately under
the title given above. .



that war Jdid not contradict Jesus' commandment, "Love thy anemy."
The possibility for individual acts of love still ex®.-ted, and
moreaver, the war itself showed love to the - 'vv, Siiorea M"justh war"
served = >th sides, by combatting evil. An.-r 2.2 st the SNEny Was
necessary, but u.. .r did not rule out love.

v

Although it is difficult to compr ehend now, the theologians

Ju

seem to have been unconscious of their blatant misuse of theol gy

as a means of legitimizing the war effort. Howewer, some of their

contemporaries were more astute. For Karl Barth, the German *heo-
logians! reaction to the war brought shock and disillusionment. In

retrospect,. Barth described their "ethical failure" in the fare a1

war 23 %ne2 impuls which lad him to question their entire theolozy.

‘\\
A whole world of exegesis, %thlcs, dogmatius, and preacning,
which I had hitherto held to be essentially trustworthy,
was shaken to the foundations, and with 'it, all the other
writings of the German theologians.%®

3

Ji“'hmels' Fo- was reviewed by Laible in "Die Sergpredfist
und der Krieg," AEL:. -3 (10 Dec. 1915):1192-5. Laible's rcs¥ew
included a comment 7. .m the American Baptist theological quurterly,
Review and Vxn051tor. Pegardlng Thmels'! book that journal nad
exclaimed: e .
"1Die geschickte Art, mit der er das moralische Tirfuil

verwirrt muss diabolisch genannt werien, "

-Laible's response was:

"Wenn die Freunde unglands etwas 'teuflisch' heisgsen, nmuss
g gut sein, ! : y o . '

. ASBusch,Bl. See also "The Humarniity of God," in ¥arl Zarth,
sod, Grace and .Gospel, trans. James Strathearn Mellat, Scottish o
Journal: of Theology Occasional Papers ne.d, rep. (Edinburgh: 0liver and
BOyd 1066) 34. : " che
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In the same way, theology was used.in 1933 to justify
political and'natiqnal gdals. The theologians who wrote in the

Kirchenzeitung had never attempted to conceal their hoétility

towards the Weimar Republic. Many Protestant theologians, at heart
German Nationalists, welcomed Weimar's demise. Triumphantiy, the

Kirchengeitung commented on the elections of 5 March 1933:

PO
. Die-Mehrheit des deutschen Volkes hat sich zu den vorbe-
\“ﬁ*” reitenden Ereignissen der letzten Monate bekannt: zur
. ‘ﬂ Beseitigung der schwarz-roten Parteiherrschaft in Preussen
>ﬁff2\‘ TR und anderen Ldndern, zu der Schliessung des Bundes vor
%@, 47 allem zwischen Hindenburg und der nationalen Bewegung.... —

"~> Mit dem demokratischen Wahlrecht der Erde wurde die Demo-
kratie in ihrer bisherigen Form erschlagen. Wie immer auch
-die wéeitere ““tw1cklunc gehen m8ge, das eine ist sicher:
der Staat von Weimar kehrt nicht wieder.46
“The theologians phrased their complaints about Weimar in
tﬂé‘clichés of the German Nationalists, and identified the interests

of the church with those of the nationalist opponents of Weimar.

" Studiendirektor Martin Doerne acknowledged that the Lutheran church

’

. had resisted.the Weimar Republic and contributed to its termination.
_Xbcording to'Doerné,47 the internal structure of the church had
cﬁanged little during the Weimar years: o3

Das Ja zur Nation, die Hinneigung zur ITdee. eines starken
Nationalstaates dilrfte innerhalb unserer Kirche durch die
gegensdtzliche Berflhrung mit dem liberal-demokratischen
Weimarer Staat noch vertieft und bef8rdert worden sein.
Die liberale und Sozialdemokratische Presse mit ihrem

48 wjochenschau, " ABLKZ 10 (10 March 1933):233.
¥ g::‘ N
47Mart1n Doerne was later involved in the Jungreformator-
"ische Bewegung which opposed the "German Christians." Doerne's
' signatur~ appears on the 9 May 1933 Aufruf of the Jungreform: “or-
wsche B .egung. See Kupisch, 256-60.

53



‘was welcomed by the Kirchenzeitung:

Schelt- und Klagerut “luer die "reaktiondire Kirche" hat-/
diese Zusammethnge in ihrer Weise wohl richtiger ges:hen
als das offizielle Kirchentum mit seinen vorsichtigen
"Neutralitdits-Parolen" sie sehén wollte. Die Sywpatiie
mit dem Staat der Wilhelminischen Zeit, das Heimweh nach

) dem Phantom einer "guten alten" Zeit hat in breiten rvirch-
lichen Kreisen dabei gewiss auch eine nicht zu unterschitzende
Rolle gespielt.48 ‘

Theology had been used, not only te justify hostility towards
the Weimar Republic, but alsc to support the natvional ravolution an’i

the new National Socialist regime. The Reichstag Lwre, for exanmple

Zs musste vielleicht dieses Flammenzeichen von eindrucis-
vollster Kraft kommen, um vielen unserer Zeitgenossen
innerhalb und ausserhalb der deutschen Grenzen die Augen
zu 8ffnen- Uber den gzanzen Ernst der Zelt, die wir gegen-
wlrtig durchleben.... Allzu leicht sah man hinweg !ter die
unheimlichen Bewegungen und Bestrebungen, di= °
grunde unseres Volkstums abspielsn, ja die weil
hinaus die V8lker der Erde untermnwereu49

i im intera

SC"I
t dartlber

Wilrttemberg Xirchenpréisident Wurm's public endorsement of the

National Socialist government in March 1933 was a prime exzanple of
g i I !
a theologian usging his influence to generate support for the naw

regime. VWurm praised the Naticnal 3Socialists for surmounting class

: ‘ 48Martin Doerne,. "Die Kirche vor dem'Anspruch der Nation,"
AFLKZ 25 (23 June 1933):582. Doerne's statement is substantiated
repeatedly in the. Kirnhenzeitung.‘ The "Wochenschau" colum in.
April 1933, for oxqmpl described the Weimar Republic in the
follow1ng terms: ‘

"Den M#chten,:die den Umstirz von 1918 nérbeiffihrten un: die
spdter den 3taet yon Weimar trugen, wohnte ausserordentlich
geringe sol¥pFerische Kraft inne. Sie waren gross im Ver-

+ neinen gegén d§? Jonarchie, 6vaen den 'Militarismus', gegen -
den 'Obrigkeitsstaat!, geé%ﬂ den -christlichen Einfluss in
Staat und Scnule.' AELKZ 754 #pril 1933):353.

49

"Hochehsnmin, 1 A;{KZ 9 (3 Ma£€511§33fzgwoii
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barriers and saving Germany from the "immer drohender werdende
Gefahr einer Bolschéwisierung des deutschen Vélkes.”so He commended
thé movement for recognizing that the decline of Germany had not been
caused by political and economic factoys alone, but was the result
of a materialistic, "decadent" worldview.

" The theélogians in 1933 expressed their patriofism by heatedly
denying_foreign charges against Germany, as they had done in 1914.

The theme of "unjust™ and "untrue" Propaganda im Auslande began to

recur frequently in the pages of the Kirchenzeitung.51 In April

1933, Ihmels, then president of the Allgemeine Evangelisch--Lutherische
Konferenz, sent a telegram to the president of the Worldwide Lutheran
Assembly in New York, requesting his intervention against "die jlngsten

Greuelldlgen die im Ausland #ber Deutschland verbreitet werden."52

Two months later, the Kirchenzeitung complained that eine gewisse Welt-

Dressé was spreading lies,'calling the:Germans "Huns and _ }?ériéns;”
and claiming that they were slaughteringlJews and Poles,_a&égstérving
prisoners to death in coﬁcentration camps.

Bven the Confessing Church, aftef its establishment in 1934,

protested against the foreign press. Foreign coverage of bhe

- Kirchenkampf brought- the leaders of the Confessing Church into -

SOqum's statement is quoted in "Kirchliche Nachrichten -
Wirttemberg," AELKZ 12 (24 March 1933):284. As mentioned above, Wurm
scon changed his mind about the National Socialists.

lgee for example, "Wochenschau,™" AELKZ 13 (31 March 1933):305.
5Z"Kirchliche Nachrichten -'Allgémeines,” AELKZ 14 (7 April

1933):331. The allegations Ihmels was complaining about were charges
of Jewish persecution. L SN ,

53"Kirchliche Nachrichten," AELKZ 25 (23 June 1933):594.
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. embarrassment, as it frequently represented them as opponents

of National Socialism. To refute the impression created by these
accounts of the Confessing Church, churchmen suc: 28 Martin Niemdller

repeatedly emphasized their loyalty to the.state. 1In early 1935, th= ¢

.
\

Sekenntnisgeme. :chaft sent a statement to the foreign press protes

Oft haben ausldndische Zeitungen den ganzen Prozess der
x¥irchlichen Néuordung:dadurch in ein durchaus falsch=s

Licht gebracht, dass. sie den Widerstand gegen das deutsch
christliche Kirchenregiment als einen solchén gegen den
nationalsozialisten Staat, also gewissermassen als eine
Aktion mit Hintergriinden verstanden .und als solchen wenigz-
stens mit eindeutigen Strichen zu charakterisieren versuchom.

4

It is difficult to determine to what extent a protest such as this one

b=ty

, S ' s
was motivated by vatriotism, and to what extent by the desire for

self-preservation.

v

; o - s . s e
When war+-broke out in 1939 the Kirchenzeitungz adoptedia very

J

different stance than it had in 1914 or 1933. Instead of reports on
the military sityation, glﬁwing testimonies of loyalty, and justifi-

cations of Germany's conduct based on-biblical sources or Luther's

teachings, there was a con;picuoué silence. The war was scarcely
mentioﬂéd;‘and wheg iﬁ was, then usually.only in é;detached, factual
manner. The issues of November 1939, for exahple, containéd no
articles relatirg to'thé Qaf, excep” some brief discussions of
Polish atrocities. Thé paper became increasingly smaller., The ' .

12 Janugry 1940 issue was only four pages long and contained no

war news or commentary. The Kirchenzeitung's diminishing size was

i

o

54Dr. W., "Ein Wort an die Auslandspresse," AELKZ
(25 Jan. 1935):89. .
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sgééﬁbly the only form of protest available in the face of strict
'censorship.55 The theologians were ﬂot permitted to criticize the
government or the war effort, and since most of them by 1939 refused
to glorify the regime, silence was the only option.

Occasionallly), wholehearted endorsements of the war effort

reminiscent of 1914 appeared, but th:: were usally part of the
column "Aus dé&m Zeitgeschehen," or were authored by Professor by,
Bergdolt.56 The column "Aus dem Zeitgeschehen" gives every indica-

tion of having been wfitten by a non-theologian; it presented consis- ( )
tently the National Socialist line, and dealt mostly with political

and military affairs. As for Bergdolt, he had been Laible's

'@ditoriél assistant" since 1939. . Next to his name in each issue's

staff list was the comment: "F#ir den gesamten Inhalt verantwortlich."

His articles indicate that he was a staunch Nazi.

55By 1939, the paper was severely restricted in its free-
domrofﬁexpression. The state's oppression of the church was described
- by members of the Confessing Church in "Die Denkschrift der Vorlduf-
igen Kirchenleitung gegen den 'Totalitd#itsanspruch des Stantes" from
May 1936. Several of~the measures outlined affected religicus publi-
cations. In November 1934, for example, the Reichminister of the
Interior had forbidden the publication of material dealing with
ecclesiastical matteérs--ie., the Kirchenkampf. The authors of the
"Denkschrift" also complained about the Entchristlichung of public
life, which sought to reémove Christian influence from radio and
press. In July 1940, pastors were forbidden to distribute confes-
sional literature to soldiers. Also in 1940, Goebbels banned reli-
gious and confessional questions from public discussion. Hermelink,
348-50,506-7. Given all these restrictions, it is surprising the
Kirchenzeitung even managed to stretch over four pages in 1940.

56See for example "Kriegs-Neujahr 1940," AELKZ 1 (5 Jan.
1940):1, and Bergdolt's series entitled "Plutokratie und Christen-
tum," for example, part II, AELKZ 17 (26 April 1940):180.

~
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The Kirchenzeitung's reticence on the subject of the war

reflected both censorship, and the uneasiness of the theologians

with the situation in 19239, In his article, "Mit guten Gewlssen, "

+
%

Laible expressed an anxious thoughtfulness that was very iifferen

ians!

oq

from the confused emotionalism characteristic of the theolo

responses in 191/ and 1933:

Was sollen wir predigen, was dilrfen wir predigen, um vor
Gott und Menschen zu bestehen? Es gibt nur ein= Antwort;
Bei Gottes Wort bleiben.... Es w#ire noch manches zu sagen,
wie weit die Boten Gottes reden und wie weit si= sgzhwelcen
sollen. Denn--das vergesse man nicht--es gibt auch 2in=n

- schweigenden Dienst Gottes.... Das an Gottes Wort zeschult:
GGewissen wird das Recht treffen, das rechte Zeugnis von
Evangelium und das rechte Zeugnis_gegen die Stinde. 'as wir
oben gesagt von dem Vorbild Jesu [before Pilatz) und des
Apogtels Paulus |in Ephesus] , mag vislleicht manchen zu
Kldrung- dienen, damit die Diener Christi nit guten Gewd
und in aller Freudigkeit ihres Amtes warten, =nit
Gewissen "gegen Gott und die Menschen."57

In, both 1914 and 1933, one of the goals of theg theologians
£ | ~
was to promote unity among the German people. To this end, they
continually sacrificed their theological integrity, sometines

consciously, sometimes unconsciously. The events of both 1914 and

9z3 were welcomed as the much-needed, long-awaited unifying force,

'

The unity which the theologians perceived in 1214 was symbol
in their minds by the "spirit of August 1914." That ayth of the
Burgfriede became a prevalent theme cultivated and cherished by the

theologians as well as by other intellsctuals. The theologians

2TARIKZ 9 (1 Harch 1940):0L.

1

[S]

ec

It

which would overcome dissension and weld Germans into one nowerful will.

3



69

developed their own version of the Burgfriede in a theological context. ’

To them, it meant setting aside theclogical differences and joining
forces to defend Germany's honor. In 1951, for example, the theologian
Theodor Kaftan criticized "modern theology," but refused to name the

theclogians to whom he was referring, "denn wir wollen, so viel an

: . 59
uns ist, den Burzfrieden zu wahren suchen."

' The international nature of Christianity was altogether
refuted in the interest of German unity; Pastor Heinrich Rendtorfféo
expressed’this in his denunciation of attempts at worldwide cooperation
among Protestants in theﬁéqterest of peace. The unity of the Chris-
t;an church, Rendtofff élaimed, was irrelevant and impotent in the-face.

of war. England had mobilized the world against Germany, the English

" press had propagated lies about Germany, and English Christians

P |
had revealed that they were hypocrites: _ i
Und wir sollten ihnen die Hand reichen, als stiinde nichts %

zwischen uns? Oder wlre es wirklich m#glich,... die Schuld-
frage auszuschalten?... Es ist die Stthde der =vangelischen
Christen Englands und Frankreichs, dass sie der Lilge mehr
Geh8r geben als der auch ihnen sattsam bekannt gewordenen
Wahrheit. Und es ist das Recht und die Gewissenspflicht

. der evangelischen Christen Deutsckzands, ihnen zu sagen:
solange diese Lifige zwischen uns sf*nt f811%t unsere
Gemeinschaft durch eure Schuld dahin. 61

£

In spite of Rendtorff's declaration .t the unity of the

58The historians were also active in attempts to promote
unity in their own way. See, for example, Friedrich Thimme, hreg. Vom
inneren Frieden des deutschen Volkes: Ein Buch gegenseitlgen Ver-
stehens und Vertrauens, 2 vols. (Leipzig: G lezel 1916)

59Kaftan, "Die Fr8mmigkeit'im deutschen Krlegﬁheer,” AELKZ
16 (16 April 1915):370.

. 6ORendtorff later” heps
Schwerin and a "German Chris?

6l"ber Krieg und dié/Einheit der Kirche Christi," AELEZ 1)
(12 March 1915):254. e




Christian church was irrel-vant in wartine, the Kirchenzeituns

nevertheless marvelled at the solidarity of the worldwide Allge-

meine Evangelisch- Lutherische Konfarensz:

Es ist ein wundersames Schauspiel die Haltung der 62
- . . . ) ~
Lutheraner in der Welt zu diesem Weltkrieg zu beobachten.

The Kirchenzeitung praised the American Lutherans for combatting

the English Ligenpresse and protesting United States arrd sales
-

i}

to Encland and France, and commended the loyalty of the Russian
and Swedish Lutherans to the German cause.

= o
As in 191%, there are many instances of calls for unity

+

in the 1933 issues of the Kirchenzeitung. It was a fav: 1, theme

of Wilhelm Laible's and heﬁ?epeatedly issued his plea for solidarity

and conciliation within the church, even if it meant compromising

f

certain values and cooperating with the "German Christians." In

an article in May 1933, he adopted the role of mediator in ths y
church struggle, and made two requests: " 7
Die erste an -die "Deutschen Christen". Sis sind Kampf-
naturen, zum Kampf gerflstet, so soll es auch sein. Aber.
sie m8chten auch zusehen, dass.sie nicht Verbitterung

und Zergrennung unter denen erreichten, die doch vereint
werden sollen.... Die zweite Bitte an die flbrigen Chris-

ten: "Lass nicht Zank &ein zwischeh mir und dir." ®s ist
verstdndlich, wenn viele die Zeit nicht aufnehmen k#nnen, ;
wenn sie von dem mancherlei Ungeistlichen und Gewalttdti-
gen der Zeiterschefnungen nicht loskommen. Aber darf

das Anlass sein, dass Brider sich entfremden, die doch

einen Herrn,/eineﬁ Glauben, eine Taufe, einen Gott und

Vater haben?03 :

\

)

P .
02 s . . T . YA .
"Die Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutherische Konferenz im

Krieg," AELKZ 32 (6 Aug. 1915):761.

éBLaible, "Das Verlangen nach einer svangelischen Reichskirche, "
AELKZ 20 (19 May 1933):468.




71

- !

Even after the victory of the "German Christians" in the July 1933
church elections, Laible continued to call for unity. "Zusammen-
arbeiten, nicht auseinander gehen!", he urged:

Dass SChllLSoLlCh die Anfldhrungszeichen bei dem VWort
”Deutsche ¥hristen" verschwinden, weil alle sich als
Deutsche Christen zusammengefunden haben.

Sobald wir uns die Hi#nde reichen, ‘hat der Vorstoss
der "Deutschen Christen" keine Angriffsfldche mehr....
Gottlosigkeit und Liberalismus haben nicht nur das Staats-
leben dberschwemmt, auch das Leben der Kirche.... Hier
sei unser gemeinsames Ziel mit den "Deutschen Christen",
die St#itte brilderlicher .Zusammenarbeit.64 )

By November 1933, however, Laible's calls for unity had béeﬁ
replaced by lamentations over the undeniable tiefen Riss in th-
church.®? Over 2000 pastors had joined the Notgemeinschaft to

defend the faith from "Wergewaltigung und falsche Lehre."” 66 But

Laible still refused to c-mpletely denounce the "German Christians."

He insisted,

thss bei den "Deittschen Christen" viel guter Wille ist und R
ideale, hohe Ziele, dass unter ihnen eine Mgnge Pfarrer
sind, die das reine Evangelium verkilndigen.®

~

64 Laible, "Ein Wort zum Frieden," AELKZ 33 (18 Aug.1933):763.

65La&ble,V”KirchenSOrgen;” AELKZ 47 (24 Nov. 1933):1103.

66The Notgemeinschaft refers to the Pfarrernotbund
founded by Martin Niem8ller in September 1933. The League was
a reaction to the "German Christian" influence in the national
synod. "Goals of the league included loyalty to the confession and
‘opposition to th@ imposition of the Aryan Clause on the church.
See Hermellnk 48-9,56,62-3,71-2,

67La1ble,Q"K;rghensprgen,” AELKZ 47 (24 Nov. 1933):1103.



‘the cause of a nationalistic, authoritarian regine

’splrltua%enent to the definition of the German Volk and the

!

The theologians! calls for unity, their doggéd adherence
to the myth of Solidarity, had more than a patriotic, sentimental
content. They Qere also a defense of the values and institutions
they supported, and feflectgd the nostalgia of the conservative
theologians for the ' éod old days." ‘Both in 1914 and in 1933,
their calls for unity were calls to rally around their own c- .
In 1914, that cause was defending Germaﬁy's honor. In 1933, it -

was promoting the demise of the Weimar Republic and advancing"

68 -

The theologians of 1914 and 1933 also set themselves the
task of ﬂromotlng the image of Deutschtur. Theology provided the
\\ Rl

!

description of the German "m%séidn.” The German Volk, the World

War I theologig?s asserted, had a unique character, spiritually J
sgperior to that of any other people. The theology professcr

Adolf Dunkmann claiméd in 1915 that the traits of the_dermans

were surprisingly iike'thcse of the 0ld Testament Jews; especially
similar was' the profound religiosity of their natures.69 Nathanael

Bonwetsch, a professor at G8ttingen, alleged that the Germans

-

68

“See Fritz X. Ringer, The Decline of fhe German Mandarins:
The German Acadenic Community 1890-1933 (Cambridge, Mass,.,: Harvard
University Press, 1969):187. '

69A. Dunkmann, "Unsere Hoffnung fiir unser Volx nacn denm
Kriege," AELKZ 30 (23 July. 1915) 703. as




’
were warm-hﬁarted:

Wer <ennt nicht die Geschichte vou jenem Deutschen auf
den deér verwundete Feind, den er trdnken wollte, schoss,
~und der dem Feinde dann doch die H#1fte seiner Flasche
re1chte°7o

Moes ) ’ ] }
The image‘of the Germans as sincere, loyal ‘and capable of profound
feeling was contrasted with the stereotype.of the Enflish as cove-
tous, traiterous, and superficiailt | '

v . S
Sie schicken gekaufte Soldaten ins Feld, wir sind ein Volk.
in Waffen. Alle vom Firstenschloss bis zur Arbeiter-
htitte senden in gleicher Weise die eigenen S8hne in den
Kampf fidr das Vaterland. 71\‘ -

In the Anglo-Saxon world, accordlng to the theolog1an Fr. Hashagen,
the collectlve conscience was deaa.
™~

The World War T theologlans, like other German intellectualé,
focgésed'their hatred of the enemy on fhé English. . The Germéns felt
deeply betrayed by the English,iwith whom, of all their enemies, they
had previ5uély‘felt‘the closeé£ Bonds.gf "ra:éh; culture and re%iéion;’

The theologians were contemptuous of the "uncivilized" Russians and

-4

70Vathanael Bonwetsch, "Zur Krlegblage,"_ln Deutsche Thvblu 3n
ber den Krieg: Stlmméh‘aus schwerer Zeit, hrsg. Wilhelm Laible” .-
{Leipzig: D8rffling & wranke, 1915),10. Laible's book was a collec-
tion of articles which had appeared in the Kirchenzeitung 'in the. o 7
serles,'“Was haben uns unsere Theologen zu diesem Krlege zu sagen”":'

7;Kaftan, "Weshalb, " AFLKZ 48 (27 Nov..1914): 1037

v72"Der Wert des Menschenlebens in der angelséch51schen Welt,"
AELKZ 28 (14 July 1916) :666.

~u
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B the‘"frivolqué" French, but towards the Engiisﬁ, their "blood-

‘brothers", they‘felt intense hatred;ﬁ-ThiS reflects a phenomehon

K

illuskratgd in the storyvof-Cain and Abel: the closer the réla;iqn—

J [ . N . : .
- ohip, the more passionate the hatred 'should ennity arise.
The porollary of “the Coanpt nf thé unique German cherlcbor
e ‘ -

vwas the notlon of a SDe01al German "mlSSlon.” The precise nature

x

~of th&tfmission varied frbm author to ‘author. The Germans were -

AT

sometimes described as the defenders of Christianity, and were
~ ) ’ . B .. . 1o ‘ .

‘ebmpared o the persecuted Christians of Roman times.73 Adolf
. o g p v

gﬁandviﬁternational law, as well ‘as the champion of.hér “bwn unigue
D 74 # : | . N N
Kultur. Alternately, Germany.was described as God's means of
. Cge . 75. ) . U
wreaking julment on his enemies. : v
' s s s oo )

Kooy ;u @
Exaltatlon of the German Volk wAs not. a new pnenomenon
)

The cry of "Gott mlﬁ uns" dated bacx to th§ }ags of leeratlon,

s , A

and glorlflcatlon of’ the German character had occu$$ed in 1813 as’

w’

? well as. durlab.the Franco—Pruqs1an war.) In 1@33 Ernst,Morluz
. . "
‘Arndt had described- the characterlstlcs of the German: . &
. 'ﬂ it
Eine llchtere Gelstlgkeﬂt und ein-= "ﬂhlero Sinnlichkeit -

-als die meisten andern Luropaer. Er . % ein ernst®s,

» . H

‘

oo
4 3

73"Eln eyvangelischer Hirtenbrief zum Krieg," ALLKZ 37 ,
(11 Sept. 1914):867 and "Kleine Jlttellungon E Allgemelnes,” “LKZ

39 (25 Sept. 1914):923. -

et Thosged in Balle"yaizoA. =
75 .. F - ..
Dl@uTlCh Vorvarw, ”Darf der Zhrist hassen?," quoted in

Hammer, 292. o ) _ o o -

«4on Harnack described Germany as the protector. of morality, humanity,

o
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5?“‘* 4 o B
pdenkendes, sinnendes und, oft ein tiefsinniges griblerisches .
und tr#umerisches Wesen, er weilt gern bei der Betrachtung
der #bersinnlichen Dinge und dri &¢ ‘tief in die Abgriinde
v&er %geen, abel auch-ebenso tief” ﬁn die Abgrdnde des Wahns

4 ein. v - )
'R . . . @' “ A

The Kirchenzeitunéfhad*madefsimi'i - lalgs in l8@l

Die grogse Welustunée, Lot 7 gegenwértlg geschlagen, kann
unserm Vdéigs ja-dern- V&lxern ﬁfJF Erde #berhaupt- einen Segen

2. bringen. -~ /vnm es ist ja nié#tft Selbstiiberhebung, wenn wir R
“behaupten, dasd im germanischen Stamm noch am meisten sitt- -7
liche und rellglﬁﬁe te walten. . "Wern ihr versinkt, . o
versinkt die Mensch ﬁz%g, hat-Fichte einst dem deutschen
Volke zugerufen.?’7 ' ‘ —

. . . ! ‘v Q
Although in 1933 Volk und Vaterland Were also maJor themé*w

RO NE
s _‘ J _.'.. " ’
A/ ;ﬁn ’ ! i3
. L3 o

“t .
in the Klrchenzeltung,rthe empba51s dlffered%conslderably from -

lQlA, 1870 and 1813 ¢ The concept of Volk 1npche 19305 was nfluenced
oy & o ! ’ L‘uu ,»t -
by Natlonal Soc1allst 1deology, and values had changed from God’ to = ff?é

o atlon to raé% ) Instead of contrastlng the Germans with the Engllsh AL

of French the’ maln f01l was now the Jews.r The focus wasgoﬁlﬁhe moral

m,'

splrltual, and %1ploglcal superlorlty of. the Aryan race.

” "qu F LR j‘»m‘_

in contrast to ‘the Qgrehenzeitung artickms from 1914 ﬁq;iEWB where ¢

v .
AJ' )y

denunc1atlons of the _enemy _had gone unchallenged the 1933 Klrcnen- 7
» v W
zeltung issues presenied a range of oplnloﬁ on the "Jewish que5ulon." .

l

Ie ‘ N ) ~ L4
v In 1933, "the Klrchenzeltung carrled a.’'series of tedﬂartlcles‘. ) &2

by the Le1p21g theology professor Johannes Lelpoldt entitfedv

.t

v . R e

76Ernst Morltz .Arndt, Die EW1gke1t des Volkes, ausgewahlt "‘fg
von* Hans Kern, Deutsche Reihe Bd 20 (Jena_ Eugen Diederichs Verlag,

- '1934):13. o o o S

. i 77"D1@ Stellung der Klrche zu den- Zeltereagn1ssen,” AELKZ :%A s
21 (26 May 1871):372. Ssze also ”leerallsmus und Ultramontanlsmus;r'- Cn
AELKZ .47 (24 Nov. 1871):839. : - o R

9
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MAntisemitismus in der .“Jen Jelt " Leipoldt's series was :

P D
blatant anti-Semikic propaganda,_thinly veiled by "historicazl

| : w ) s

objectivity." For example, he described the religious restrictions
J y I g ,

RV

Q

‘under whigh Jéw" had tradltlonally Lived

on anti-Sem&ﬁ&sm) °rbfess

n’,

e

Es ist verboten...das Vieh iﬁfeinem heidnischen Gasthor
einzustellen.... Die J#ldin darf der, Heidin keine Geburtshil
. leisten.... Eine Jidin darf nicht nelf@n, dass ein klein=r
' G#tzendiener geboren und gross oe?ogcn wird.,’ 'Bezeichnenf
derweise. wird von den Rabbinern Vﬁltc ~°rwognuh ob zine oL
J#din einer Aramderin (alss Heidin) gegen Cel¥ Geburtshilfe -
leisten darf (wenn man der“Heidin Geld abnimmt, so tut

Pl
it

ihr das weh),78 L B o
K e 4 1o ,\lz;’q .
Lelpoldu outllned the JEWlah relaﬁlonshlo %o the %ﬁéﬁ B .
Rl SRl ¥ s
O S
e 3 ! ,/) vy,

dem Judentum an innerer Verbun&ennelt Qlt DEWnem W¢TtSVO e T In

>} .

; : - Cop

cases of natlona‘ crlsls, j@ejreactlonloz Jews,”he?a#guéd, was’
S s

, o LR, :
. ..'_; _/ " . f N “\:;}J 3
"&ﬂhl zu rechn . uﬁq ere dakut’zu hagen
$chienu” pold , ;'
. . . . s & - _. . . ) R '&‘H )
the current reglme s:narsn measurfs agalnot mes. Theologyp here.was
Al SR 1 T SRR e L, ,
clearly fn the,sérvice.bf racism. e SR g

~ BTN

Wﬁale LaloOWdt's ten artlclD series had 'a oromlnangém'aﬁe

<

. iy
'olf deerWe praised. ‘the. UOVcrn”pn 's

R
c' 3 . ¢

antl Semltic pOlle

=~ v
. 1 !
o

Das Jﬂ&lsche plut 1<t grunaanaers B das aéutscne, darum
ist es uns fremd und fern, darum Jaoun wir s4eine freude an
den Mischehen "w1schen alﬂsen belden nassﬁn, S0 weniz wis

i

AR ) ‘ ’ i . ) oy

.78 ' SNV . ‘
} Jonannes Lelpoldt "Antisemdtismus in der alten Welt" IiT,

AELKZ 23 .(9 June 1933) 534~ - . ‘5
- PlLeipoldt, VI, AELKZ 26 (30 June 1933):609: - - SR

.o , . q ’



. , an der Verbindung mit mongeolischem oder afrikanischem Blut.
ot ' - Darum begrldssen wir ec wenn der Staab die Bniversititen:
o . ‘und Bilhnen, die Kranlk -hdluser und die Gerichte s#duvert. von
. der unheimlich anges' wollenen Uberfremdung durch das’

".‘

s jidische Element. AR
’ + ¥ : N .| . v
Laible also commented or . udenfrage in his rev'ew" 7i:erhard
Kittel's book, Die Juden .ge.sl Laible discusse the four options

Kittel had presenteﬁ for dealing;wituithe Jews: genoc¢ide, rebuilding
: . > . ) ’

the Jewish state, assimilafion{ and recognition of the Fremdling-

schagt-of Jews dmong the peoples of the world. Laible favored the

latter alternative, and explained'itxmbre fully:
Der anst&ndige Gast kann und soll in Frieden auch im )
. Deutschen Volk leben diirfen, aber der Gagt ist nicht - Hadt
S o Inhaber eines Sffentlichen Amtes.82 -‘,ﬁf,“‘.

£

) N B IR (U ¥
Laible warned against the %Krankheit der Sentiméntalitﬁt,”%whiqhq;

3

N A o . (..' . ) B .
.t,J? regand *t@e fate -of individuals, rather than considering the prob-
* . . BRI . . s : U @
© [ 1én af ¥he "Jewish race™ in its totality. S
. . oo 9 R I :
",\<+>, - Many theologians acéeptedgsnti-Semitism in the political

spuere, but ooooscé t“o auplication of the Aryan Clause to the ;g\/

G
Chu;'ch.B3 The iheolOgical faculﬁy of Marburg declared its
- X L
T e Sl K
: ' Adolf m&befle, "Das Wort vom Kreuz ung die religiﬁse Lage

»  der Gegenvarts " AELKZ 29/30 (28 Tuly 1933):676.

81Gerhard;kittel was a distinguished New Testament “scholar
from Tlbingen, He,was adso a member of thé NSDAP and a "German Uhris-
>~ tdian," until thr: Sporﬁgalas§ scandal in Novembertl933 Kittel's book
o is discussed in Gutgqgidge, ll 15 :

oo 82La1ble, "Zur ¢ Judenfrage\def’Gegenwart " AELKZ 31 -
(4 hige 1903):M6. L S o
- S 835ee Kittel, "Neutestamentliche Gédanken zur Judenfrage,"

. AELKZ 39 (29 Sept. 1933):%(5, and Laible's comment Ibid.,910.
Also, Gutterid ey91~ lSl



~2
o

unanimous rejection of the Aryar (lause in‘September 1933,
Members of the faculty held that the baptized J@w was, in the eyes
of the church, no longer a Jew. While the state might deem it ‘
neqessaryvto impose restric¢tions on converted Jews, the church

84 On the otlher hand, two Zrlangen theologians,

.

could not.do so.

~
LN

Paul Althaus and Werner -Elert, exoressed their supbort of the

o -
Aryan Clause. -Accordiﬁg-to them, Jews remained Jews, even if

g
.agg?
2

1 : e

‘baptized:
N Pre allen Christen gemeinsame Gotteskinds¥haft hebt die
W’ologischen und gesellschaftlich Unterschiede nicht

auf, sondern bindet Jeden an den Stand, in dem er
berufen ist: (T Kor 7,20)85

o

.,atement thls one 51gned by thlrtee&:orofessors of

418 -

Yet anotke"

3 New Tng;awﬁﬂyu 'llowed rejecting anJ apql%patwoh of racist

B i
teachlngs 1n the church‘86';; IR ﬁﬁg"ﬁk' o Lo
““The argumen% about the Aryahvclause had imﬁorﬁ%gﬁ reker-

o 4 ,"') X . . \ "

cussions for the chureh in Germany. In fact, it was largely this

e "

issue which sparked the formation of the Pfarrernotbund “in

£l

= . : ) . . (])' ' .
§A"Votum der Theologlschen Falkultdt Marburg zum Arlezpara-
graph, " AELKZ @9“(29 Sept. 1933) 912. . , ,

v
S 85"Theologlsches Gutachten agg Erlangen," AELKZ 48 (6 Oct

1933):929. - Althaus and Elert were manipulating Paul's message -
here. Paul was not justifying anti-Semitis® but elaborating on-’

1 Cor..7:7, "Every man hath his properwgift of God, one a;ﬁer this
manner, and another after tha¥." Orlglnal empha51s in quote above.

6"Kundgebung von 13 Professoren des Neuen Testaments Uber.
. die Rassenfrage," AELKZ 21 (13 Oct. 1933):

o .

Lo Yo i x A -

. w S, \,, .9) S - ~ .

PN L~ EN \ ’ . - . _~ - . \
. T CONE ‘{ ) B R T s L

B ) {
L . Y



oy

79

r

September 1933ﬂ"gﬂich was an important s#gp_towards the eétablishment

of the Confessing Church the following year. As far as the Jews

.

e e

themselves were concerned, however, the detate made little iIfhpact.

For one thing, the’ number of "non-Aryans”:&ho would be direct]y

- .

affected by the appllcatlon of this clause- to ecclesiastical affalrs

was very small.87 Moreover, ‘the Jews-were eventually removed by

. “

VLA
the state. " The church was no longer in a position to practice PAINRS

a Jewish policy which differed substantially from that of ,the state,-

even if it had wanted to. N . L
£ ,’_‘;‘“J ) w ‘ R N . .
RN b ‘g-@..; w ) o
Ty ot : )
:, u oor
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o : .
. 87In Wﬂrttémﬁérg, for example, the clause was not implemented

because Bishop Wurm Tejected the vote in favor’of it. Therg was;

however, only one pastor_to whom ‘it could have, applied: the Aryan
"husband of a baptlveﬁrgeges . Gutterldge 95 .f-'b§y~ﬂ



- CHAPTER III

. f_TTHEOLOCIANs TN ACTION

‘

. Eine Gefahr fﬂr unser Chrlstentum entstent aber an der
. - - npationalen Arbeit nur dann, wenn sie’ ffir uns das einz ige

@? . . .und letz te'ule1 Verschafft fdr das wir leber. Sollte uns
' . " nicht gerade dann, wenn wig- ernsthazt national denken unid
. laben lernen, auch die- ~rkenﬁtnls in nellster Deutlichkeit
g zuwachsen, dass ‘wir unserem Volkstum nur dann den BeStand:

sichern, wenn es der, g&ttllchen Ordnung genorsam DlelotV o

-Professor Adolf von Soglatter 1015

Die rellglﬁseﬁﬁgfgaoe der Gegenwar+ bestgkt darln, ij auf.”
dem g&ttllcnev~uehelmn1b von Blut uné Boden sich erhebende
Volksgemelnschaft durch Chrlstusge'nelnschaf"r voll in dem’ .

Ew1gkeltscrunde_vu verankern und so-“#u einer Einheit zusamr ¥ .
& menzuschllessen,’deren Bestand und Dauer verbﬂvgt 1st.u._ BRI
"GermanaChrlstlan" Pastor Wllhelm Wejer, 1933 -'j IR
v ¥ " A =
5 . . s

“ Iir

gﬁj placed, Cuiistian GDHCDDtS 1n thé’seriid@
Vi o g TR . u&‘ o a

M(~

. .of né T on lltlcal "oaIS thej also tOOn dlrpct agction toe . R ;.

Socialisyy

RE L e e

his chapter WLll)examlne br;cfly,tne naturs o eF
e Frestiy ; .

..'.3 . .)“‘ . . - .

of their activities. fﬂhat use didy the‘“heologlans make of the

~

oromote tnose goala. Ih

.
.\_. -

church's traditional channels of activity;\for exampié, prayer and . -

- 4 . . SR
preaching, during tlmes of naulonal cr 151“4_Mynat otner tasss dil . .,

2 :‘,,& N

they perfornm toégurtherathe cause of Volk und Vaterland?

Because®the Allgemeiné Evangelisch- Lufherische Kircrenzeituncg
is the main source for this study, it is possible to make only a very

-

limited assessment of prayers and sermons throughout 1914-18 and 1933-

Ut
.

5

Since only a small fraction of prayers and sermons were published, and

of those only a very few in the Kirchenzeitung, one cannot expect to ”

/‘ . : T
galn more than a rough idea of ??e activitizs of theologians from that

’

journal. This limitation must be kept in mind throughout this chapter
AN . . 'R . Py

IwBiblisches Christentum,” AELKZ 31 (30 July 1915):724
2W1lhelm Meyer, Dlp deutscne Nende in 9 Predicten (Leipzig:
Varlag C. Ludyég Anvelen“, 1933), 3.
) . ) . ‘. .' " ] ’ .: . ' et “ 3
' .‘,": Y N ] 80 . o




= oastors themselves are members of soc1.

"It is not surprising that, especially during World War I,

prayers -and sermons often reflected pre allegiance to the earthly

‘fatherland‘ than to the heavenly one. It is perhaps inevitable that

\»

o

the church must constantly sacrifice its spiritual lntegrlty to

Y

ﬁ
p\pace with the Zeitgeist. This is an aspect ‘of that permanent

ke

dilemma of the church: how: can such an old lnstltutlon meet the

needs of its.people in an ever—changing world without compromising

its own principles° Prayers and sermons are two methods the church
uses to démmunlcate to its people. It the message of the church
does not address the concerns and preoccupatlons of those people,

.

they will reject it. In the interests of its own surylval, then,“

. ct
oy
T

;church has to speak to contemporary cause;; nd events. Moreover,

‘,n
PR

obsesslons and allegiances of those around lém., One can hardly

expect them to .stand agide, aloof+in times of national crisis.
7. - \ ,\\.} ‘:7 ) L :

o
AR

In 1914 and throughout the subsequent years of the First
World War, prayers were intended to place ehents in a religious
perspective, as an ordered cosmos under God. Theologlans alsi\z:ied to

use prayers to. 1mor?ve the morale of the Germahs»by strengthen g

o1 ¥ ‘Q as

thelr conviction that God was with them. Thls,uhowever, was nothing

new in the history of the]@?ﬁﬁﬁh. Martin'Luther, for example, had -

. . . a . -
composed a prayer for soldiers in wartinme, 3 and Friedrich Schleier- &

-~ -

. -4 A : . { Y
macher in 1807 had prayed that God would bless PnF%sia with courage,
- . ‘ o . T

—y ) . .

T
-

3Luther's prayer is printed in "Wie Gelstllche sich in kyiegs--
zeiten verhalten sollen," AELXZ 31 (5 Aug. 1870):853. LT
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wisdom and loyal subjects. During the Franco-Prussian Yar, the

Kirchenzeitung had printed a "Gebet der Kirche in Kriegszeiten."

B LW .
Interestingly, however, the first request in®this prayer had been

" for peace: - '
o &

Wir bitten dich, du wollest als der rechte T”l\ﬁenégott
die Herzen der Midchtigen also lenken und leiter\, dass
sie der Fintracht sich befle1531gen, ‘den Frieden sucnen

und 1hm nachjagen.

The word Sieg did not appear in this prayer, which included the

supplicationi

&

b

- ' o
Thue wohl allen Landen darin dein Wort womnet, uhd lass
ja nicht den Weinberg, welchen du unter uns gepflanzet

hast, verwilstet werden.O : %
. Vs

The tone of tHe prajprs prlnued 1n thé Klrchenzelturc

dur.ng t%e Groat Jar was rather more strident. Atltne same tine,

' noweveEﬁfwhére.was some discussion as to whether it was right f»r

Christians tb.préy”for victory. - Invariably, the theolcgians, reach
the conclusion thal it was not only acceptable, but desirabls t

SO,

R

O

o,

' Es wird gesagt, dass nur ein einziges Gebet [r~3:

Erdennot erlaubt sei: "Dein Wille geschehe'.;.: A“cr

das soll nimmermehr die Einfalt des Geébetes .brachen, als
ob.der Mensch nicht mehr frei Gott bitten dflrfte, wie er
es versteht. Sonst k#me das Beten zu Fnde; keiner dilrfte

J

T — L S

4"Was _wir fllrchten sollen und was nicht: Am ‘Ieujah*‘suagp

®r

e

18Q7," in Friedrich Schleiermacher, Predigten, ausgew#hlt .von Hans

1870) : 541. My u*ier_:;f:g.

Urner (G8ttingen: Vm\linnoeck'& Rpprecht 1969) 82,

5"Gebot er Kirche ‘n Krlegszelten,” AELKZ 29 (22 July ~

f

6Ib1d. My nderl? 11ng. o Y\\\~

€8]



meh;;ﬁg@b=t etwas denken, keiner bitten, keiner aﬁ &L
g glauben ;- der ganze qhhatz der GebetsverheLssungen

wird verschﬂttet

Paul Althaus went one step further, and justified prayer for victory

by equating God's interests with those of Germany:

. .o . . °
Es igt eine herrliche Gnade Gottes, dass wir in die rerste
Bitte des Vater-unsers in diesen Tagen auch das Gebet
um den Sieg unserer Waffen einschliessen dirfen.... Unser
Gebet ym den Sieg Deutschlands ist, soweit unsere Augen
sehen, jetzt ein Gebet um die Verherrlichung des gerechten
Namen Gottes.8

The prayers wgich’were prinﬁedJin the Kirchenzeitung‘addréssed Ged

a

-
"~ _explicitly as protector and defendér of Germany, The "Gemeinsame

Gebet filr die Kirche™ in February,lQlS, included'the request "gib

sonderlich unserem Lande Frieden.”? A supp&'“atlon for the German
Volk_inaUmasubseqaent was more éXplicit: (2» EA R
X : ‘fj\} -’,‘ ] “ % ’,\
,bett der Wahrheit, hilf uns von der ﬂ& ‘ger Lﬂge. TGott ™
“‘der Gerechtigkeit, hilf uns von der Unge chtlgkelt T
Gott der Stdrke, hilf uns von der Gewalt'der Feinds;.du . 4'w
bis't gr#sser als sie alle, und auf dich hoffen wir, auf
dich allein. Stehe du selbst unserem Kriegsheer voran und
segne seine Waffe&o Nimm dich aller Not des Vaterlands
als ein Vater an.

Twiie man im Kriege beten soll," AELKZ 39 (25, Sepﬁy l@lA)g@OS.
See algo Wilhelm Walther, "Der jetzige Krleg und Dr. Luther" v,
AELKZ 46 (13 Nov, 1914): 1081

8Paul Althaus, "Aus einem Lazarett im deutschen Osten, "
AELKZ 49 (4 Dec. 1914):1154. .
9"Aufforderung zum gemelnsamEn Gebot fﬂﬁ‘dle Kirche," AELKZ
7 (12 Feb. 1915): 150 o N
. 10 T @..r . . .
8 ”Nachtrag zum gemelnsame@“Gebet " AELKZ 8 (19 Feb. 1915):186.

. ’ : ' J
& E - - rd
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~not discussed in 1933.  This omission

2
In a time of naticnal, crisis, prayer was a way of verbalizing

; b"ﬁ. . . ' . . y . . 3 b b}
patrictism and reinforcing the association of Ged's will with the

Gerpan gause.

“«

Prayer did not feature as prominently in the Kirchenzeitunsz
w . t

-

in 1933, Ther- were of course accounts of theologians praying for

the new regime and its leaders,ll but that was accepted practice

'

&2 the church;i‘It;was also a biblical command: "I exhort therefore,

that, first of'all, supplications, prayers, intercessions 2nd gividg
of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all .tl

authority.™ (1 TimﬁZ:l—?)' Prayer in cther contexte, howev

PR
s £

. e . : A O :
warning to the theologians. Had they been more astute, and lesﬂ‘f
) - -~ . . - . . 5 wlab
J . . -"_-.) . . By “‘37}"

e}
=
o
’_ll
e
o

gﬁinded'by their,enthusiasm'forfthe‘destruction'of the re

they might have real4zed that the anticipated religious revival
Sy . ) ‘ . \:;L e L. ’ L
was, indeed, founded on na%tional, rather than spiritual values.”’

-~ . > e ‘) A '?

PN

i

7 Sermons, like prayérs,'had_had‘a'"leitical” function long

before the outbreak of World War I. IﬁéﬁéOQ, for example, Friedrich .
L) ° :

., Schleiermacher attracted large crowds with his Sunday méssaces.,
. ) s - » ) -

-

: ~ o ‘ : .

\ T >

o =y, - . . Ve oo . .

lqug example, the Kirdnenzeitungﬁréﬁcrted_that Dr. Kapler,
the presidsnt "of the Evangelische Kirchempund, acknowledged prayer:
‘for- the National Socidlist regime to be the clhrch's. responsibifity,
and designated Easter Sunday 1933 as a day of prayer for the new..
govexnment. "Kirchliche Nachrichten - Deutschland,™ AELKZ 17
(28 April 1933):404. : : : ) K

b - .
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rousing the Germans to acﬁion against Napoleenl Schleiermacher's
' , y ‘
sermons were innocently "biblical" enough to avoid French proscrip-

o
<

tion, but still managed to convey a powerful patriotic message.
It is ne surprise, then, that the World War I theologians

al so used sermons to express their own enthuslastlc patrlotl sm, and

to encourage loyal support of the German nation. A rash of published

2 Lo . . N 0 . .
?k collections of wartime sermons appeared in the Kirchenzeitung

ﬁ: advertisements in the latter months of.1914; Prominent‘timies were:

Kriegspred;gten.aus dem Jahre 1914, edited by Dr; V. Wurs%er;

85

Gott mlt uns'! Lleder von Krieg und Sleg, collected by Viktor Hermann, .

J

_Fir Kirche und Vaterland by- Dr. Rump, Mit. G Gott durch Kamofnz ﬁ‘Slev'

oy

K8hler's Der Weltkrlev im Licht der deutsch—mrotestanﬁasche& Krlegs—

A‘,‘\' .- o

onedzgt; and Eln festeyBurg ist unser Gott, Krlegspredlgten, edlted =

Tiny . 13 @ o D i 5
by C. Bfirchstimmer. o . - Q@f

Whlle almost all of the World War I theologlans agreéd tbat
wartime sermone must deal w1th the war,14 they dagagreedAasvto how

2. ‘ v

xﬁ

12Rentwisch,175.

o QBSee for example the adVertisements in AELKZ 41 (9 Oct.
1914) 95 . ¢ ' e . . “' T -

-lAUnlikeVmosﬁ'of,his'coﬁtemporariesg‘Pastor Christoph‘

Blumhardt jun. advocated preaching sermons which didwnot speak % .
dlreéfly to-the issue of thé war. He berated his fellowépastors L

for.Tejecting spiritual Yalues: ¢

"Heute will das Christentum wie ein Holzwurm in alle Kriegs-

_ . geschichten hinein, heute will man® in die Weltgeschlchte

- » hirein; und es geht: ‘da viel inserlichegs. verloren. Wir

©  miissen uns scheiden, wir missen weg davord, .und ich lese’
manchen Tag keide einzige Zeitung, weil ich immer-Sorge

¢ habe;- man -, komme | 1n dleees verfluchte Weltwesen Hinein. -Und

v

TS T . )

»
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*

(4 June 1915) 534., T A : -

- 1930s were guilty of similar abuses of_the pulpit. Conway pro=.

this ought to be done. In an article entitled "Wir Pfarrer und

unsere Kriegspredigt," a certain Pastor Josten described what he

considered the appropriate emphasis for warfime sermons:
Das gottgeschenkte und go zgeseanete Vaterland Zu erhalten.
und zu schﬂtzen ist“erste Pflicht. Daher ist auch dieser
Krleg erste Vaterlﬁndlsche Aufgabe.... Unser Vaterland hat
aucli seine Aufgabe ‘in der Welt. Das viel benutze und viel
gesthm#hte "An deutschem Wesen solle die Welt genesen™ -
recht verstanden wird es zu einem religiBsen Gedanken....,
'‘Deutsche -Gesittung, vor,allem deutsches evangelisches, Chris-
tentum, alles ‘echt Deutsche und echt Christliche dréngt uns
zur Arbeit an der Welt.1> =
Another Plergyman, Pastoﬁ%thner, went farther. rn hls advcecation of
L , : . ,
patrlotlc content 1n sermons, and recommended the use; of texts from

o

’v‘ &S 5 - - ) . .
Ger litesx aze. In add b4 to exce ot"’ fram Sch Goethe. “
man 1i i . ition { Qm__irggbaf -
Flchte, Arnﬁ? and.qanke, Kﬂhner based hls sermons on uexts from ‘ W
v i : &
Rlchard Nagner, Blsmarck and the Kalser.l6 . 2

way to further the cause ongolx upd Vaterland** Stlll there were

v, @

. Sone 1onely voices of orotest crjlng in the wllderness. Gustavﬁ
» . - . 9 )

Wohlenberg, a professor of.New Testament in urlangen, deplored the
- i o e : - % . )

.

»

B e ,
Es hat alles M@lnen Wert. Verleugne OlC“'

v achen°

'7Weg davoﬂ' If*Bunde Gottes stehst, du und nicht im Bunde mit der

Welt.ﬂ Quoted in Hammer, 238 Blumhardt's theology nad an 1mpnrtanu‘
1mpact on Karl Barth . -~' )

1
)
M

s ".v.,; " i . ;- .
- l5Josten "er Pfarrer und unsere Krlegspredlgt” TI,xATLKZ 23

1\.

) ' .
Quoted in Hammer, 107 The "German Chrlstlans” in the E

* vides an example of a Christmna® serpon extolling the ancient’ A
- German feast of llght and=oralslng H&tler as Germany's saviour.
Conway, 364-5. : o e , '
- ( ' . . - i . s . --‘ | . N | c:.’i_‘.,,
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oo



S A ¥

Der Prediger darf...nicht sein eigenes Volk ungebtlhrlich
preisen und loben und hat sich auf's fleissigste vor.der’
prahlerischen Gesinnung und Sprechweise zy hiltenr ich danke
dir, Gott, dass ich Deutscher nicht bin wie Englander, Fran-
zosen UsW.... Wer gibt uns denn das Recht, bedingungslos_

igifﬁ oder doch fast dhne Einschrdnkung urbi et orbki zu verktinden;..
“gn wir werden, wir milssen siegen?... Wir k#8nnen gar nicht ernst

%enug betonen, dass der Sieg vom Herrn kommt.l1l7

Wohlenberg warned analnsf u31ng scrlptural texts out of context’ to

/

supporﬁ the conv1ctlon that God would grant Germany Vlctory.l8

Sy

The guestion of what to preach was not frequently raised in

-4

Phe Kiﬁbhenzeitugg in 1933. ‘Pési ﬁ%swere more likely,guided in this'\)

@
3

dec1§zon by the Synod's c1rcular for the perlcopes, in Wthh theolo-_;
\'/ - o N ":‘ b
‘ 71ans prOV1ded lnterpretlve analyses. The Klrchenzeltung did’ recount

ra

,
some’ 1nstances when pasﬁors were 1nstructed by their superlors to

’

deliver certain messages from the pulplt . In Aprll 1933, foL'exalee,

all Bavarlan pastors were sént a Kundgebun% from the Landesklﬂchenrat

with! orders‘that it be read from the pqlplt The Kundgebung was in f

' response’ to the re31gnatlon oﬁ Klrcheqpr851dent Frledrlch V@it 19

1t announeed: ] PR _ !1 i

..Ein Staat, der wieder anfdngt nagh.Gottes Gebot zu regieren,

“darf in diesem Tun nicht nur des Belfalls, spndern auch der.
freudigen Mitarbeit der  Kirche sicher sein. Mlt Dank- uhd v
Freude nimmt die Kirche wahr, wie der neue Sﬂa 't der Gottes-
l4sterung wehrt, der Un51ttchhke1t Zu’ Lélbe geht Zucht und

R

- : R U . e ; o
- S . '“/ ’ ""', P
17; ' ' ‘ coo
: ‘ Wohlenberg, "Wlnke und Warnungen te Preﬁlgten in de% S
Krlegszelf " oin Lalble, 17 . A < .
y > _ : ‘ e

WOhlenberg spec1flcally mentloned two freouently mlsused -
texts: Luke 12:32, "Fear not, little flock, fer it is your Father's
good pleasure’ ‘to'give you-the kingdom," and Romans 8:31, ‘"If/God :

be for us, who can be agalnst us?" Sy / v ‘ :/'*

)

19Velt's r931gnat10n was not egpla_ﬁedehn the Klrchenzeltung, but
the tone of the.Kundgebung indicates that -there were political reasons.
One month earlier, Veit had warneg-pastors ‘that it was their duty to L
serve the entire Klrchegvol&, not Just a polltlca] party. ScholderL 297.

s

o .

(‘ v



Ordnung mit starker Hand aufrichtet, wie er- zur Gottes-
furcht ruft, die Ehe heilig gehalten und die Jugend geist-
lich erzogen wissen will, wie er der Vdter Tat wieder zu
Ehren bringt und heisse Liebe zu Volk und Vaterland nicht
nur verfemt, sondern in tausend Herzen entzilndet..,.. Wir
k¥nnen unsere Gemeinden nur bitten, sich ernstlich und
willig dafir einzusetzen, dass die starken autbauenden
Krifte, welche die neue Bewegung in sich trdgt, zum vollen,
ungeninderten Siege komme.20 ’ '

N > . . . .
Such a message, delivered from the pulpits across Bavar ., must have

b

considerably enhanced the credibility of the National Socialist state.

< Aside from suc¢h explicit orders, there was no discussion in

the Kirchengeitung in 1933 on the content of sermons. There was no

t

debate as to whether the issue'of Natioﬁa1“Socialism should be

addressed from the pulpit, nor was there any ‘indication of atteﬁpﬁs

to persuade congregations to view the new regime critically. Perhaps

some pastors used their sernons to this end, but the orthodox theo--

3

logians represented in the Kirchenzeitung supported the NS state

during the early months of 1933. They had no reasoén to encourage

+
]

their congregations %o do otherwise. o "
4

N
When war broke out in 1939, discussions of sermons in war-

~time began “t¢ appear again in the Kirchengzeitung. There was not,

however, ‘a flood ol published wartime sermons, as there had been
in 1914. On the contrary, not one such collection was advertised.
This reflected both strict government controls on publications and

the lack of enthusiasm among the theologians for tne war. In the
«’ .

Kirchenzeitung, however, the question"was asked: "Was sollen wir im

‘ 2O"Kirchliche Nachrichten - Bayern," AELKZ 16 (21 April
1933):379. ' . o

]

-
o
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Krieg predigen?™ 1In fact, that was the title of the first fonturs
-t /

article dealins soeecifically with the war., The author strossed the
importance of »reaching the message of Christ. v warned pastors
against preaching about political ovents:

Ein solches Verhalten ist ja nienht nur dwr Hdgb*ﬂtnnAﬂn ST
lichen Stellen unerwilnschs. tlein, unger eigenor Au?

muss uns dies verbieten. Wir haben etwas anderes z
'nd dieses andere ist so entscheidend. filr die 7Y chy
H8rer in Zeit und Ewigkeit, dass uns filr Abschweifi. o
unsrer Predigt auch nicht die geringste Zeit #dbrig ~oiis.’

Seny

Another article dealing with wartime sermons contended tha* Russ-

~

redigten were necessary, but warned pastors to aveid the sin of ine

@]

—

Pharisees: "Ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, .and NG

sourselves toucionot the burdens with one of your

The author cautioned dgainst repeating the mistakes which had bean

committed with tne Durchnalte-Predigteén during the Creat War:

Gerade die Soldaten an der Front waren
Weltkrieges oft =ntit#luscht, wenn ihnen
anderes zu sagen hatte, als was sie vor
n8rten. Was sie sich von 'iaren 0ffigis
li=ssen, das wollten sie h}cht nocn =i

"h#ren,22
The tone of the 1939 discussions of wartime sermons was ratiher

different from that of similar articles in the World War I wenars.

There was less naive and unreflsciins nreaching of vatriotism, zor-

willingness to deli iver the message of the Zitle, and l... reafiniz;

Leottrriea Probst, "ias sollen wir im Krieg predigenof

18 (6 Oct. 1939):342, See alsc Martin
der Xirche im Kriege," AZLKZ 20 (20 Oct. 19
22, . o . . N
Richtlinien filr dis evangelische Verkdindiguns imodriese" I,
AELKZ 28 (15 Dec. 7430).452

e
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to use the sermon as a tonl in the service of the fatherland. .The
theologiana! lack of conviction in the "righteoucn«=ss" of Grrman-'c

cause in 1939 was apparent.

The church had other %ethods, besides prayers and segmons,

which it had tr "onally used to promote national causes.
Involvement of u... church in fostering patriotism predated the War:
of Liberation, although that era provides abundant eviderce of

such activity. In 1816, for example, the Prussian Church decreed an
7 >
annual commemorative service for victims of the Wars of Liberation. ~

¢ ~

In 1871, the Sedanfest was instituted at the instigation of Pastor

. 4
Friedrich von Bodelschwingh.2

During Woerld War I, the church intvolwed itself with™the

qQ

war -effort in a number of ways. According to Laible, by June 1915,

approximately forty million gl#ubige Schriften und Bl#tter had
. s :

been sent to the front.” The Lutherlied, "Ein feste Burg ist

unser Gott'", was sung "ungeheuer viel im Feld.”26 Some pastors

2 . .
2)Mbsse,76. The protess in evidence with such national-
religious ceremonies was not simply the "politicization" -of theology;
there were also elements of the'bheolégxdation” of politics, as
national festivals and rites borrowed Teligious symbols, songs, and
styles of serviczss in an attempt to create their own mass movement.
Mosse deals with this phenomenon in chapter Ly 74-99.

241p4d,,90. This Bodelschwingh was the father of the
"short-lived" Reichsbischof, Friedrich von Bodelschwingh. See
Chapter I,39.

25”Ur1sere Bereitschaft filr neue Kémpfe und Ausgaben," AELKZ
.24 (11 June 1915):557.

-26”Das religi8ise Leben im Feld," von einem deutschen Unter-
offizier, AELKZ 47 (2 Jan.,1914):1108. .
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blessed SﬂxllﬂTS before they left for the front. Jhen eonhri-

~

rumors of German: fracernization

sutdrs to bl Hirchenceitung hes

with the enemy, and visits betwson nolghboring trenches, "soour

M#rdern unscres

responded with a call for "=ine cut geschirisbene.Flugschrift

a5 deer dber das, was Francrelich und England ist ound will,"

Oné widely publicized action taxen by an individual theo-

~

Iogian Yo further the war effort, was the iecision of Caspar R=n
o

Gregory, 2 profnssor of New Testament, to enlist for active duty.

Jregory was seventy years old at the time. In the Xirchengeitung,
. ) ) Ao ¢ -
e explained why ne had baxen this step. Had the war been azainst

4.

rrance alone, or even against France and Russia,*he might not nave

U

o

felt called:

L4
Als aber England dazu xam, las m#chtige England, Ingland
das riUl€ksichtslose Land, Eunzland, das die Burenfrausan un:
-kinder nhingemordet hatte. Ensiand, das brutal gegen Irlan:

-

2T i :
"Kleine Mitteo:?ingen - Brandenburg," AZLXKZ 36 (4 Gep
191.):853. The colurn -arried this account: :
- "In manchen Kirchen wird am Schluss des Jottesdi=nstes

noch die Frage gestellt, ob solche anwesend seien, in
den Krieg ziehen, und ob sie, wie einst \in den Trei! 3~

xriegen, zum Kampf aufgesegnet werdenm mBchten. In =in-
zelnen Kirchen sprangen die Kriegsteilnehmen nur zo auf
und traten mit ihren Frauen Und 3r#uten vor den
‘ liessen sich zu dem entscheidungsvollen Kampf =i
This sort of "ritual" was not unique to World War I Jerm
practice of blessing warriors before they leave for batt
pre-dates Christianity!
28nM'4- H 3o S| Vaterland." ATLKZ 2 (15 Ja
it Herz und Hand fllrs Vaterland,'" AZLKZ 2 (15 Jan.
1715):56.

'
-



seit Jahrhunderten zehandelt hatte, Ingland,. das
Indien sussaugt und verhungern ldsst--als England
dazu kam, wusste ich, dass es sich um das Ganze
handelte.29

Gregory was killed at the Battle of Arras, 9 April i917.
One of the"tasks of churchmen during the war was to com-

fort the bereaved. There was a tendency among theologians to

confuse the national significance of a soldier's death with the

— 12 -

Christian meaning of death. Instead of using Christian percep-

tions of life and death to comfort the families of the fallen,

some theologians resorted to nationalist ¢clichés. Oberhofprediger

3runo Doehring illustrated this kind of thinking in his "Trost-
worte ffir -die Witwe eines gefallenen Xriegers":

Myer sich als ein Kind Gott weiss, filr den heisst sterben:
zu Gott gehen, Und filrs Vaterland sterben heisst: von
den vielen Wegen,auf denen Gott die seinen zu sich rufen
kann, den begnadetsten haben gehen diirfen. Fidngst du an

" zu verstehen, warum wir dich glflcklich preisen? Einmal,
weil. dein Mann zu Gott gegangen ist, und scdann, weil
er auf dem sch#nsten aller Wege zu ihm zu gehen gewfirdigt
ist.... Gott und Vaterland! Sie forderten ihn von dir.
Wem h#ttest du ihn wohl lieber gegeben?">0

Ong other aspect of the war effort with which the
theologians involved thﬁmselveé was the sale of war bonds. The

18 September 1914 issue of the Kirchenzeitung dedicated the

entire firs® page to an advertisement for war bonds. The

290aspar René'Gregory, "Warum ich ins deutsche Heer eingetreten
bin, und warum ich darin bleibe," AELKZ 50 (15 Dec. 1916):1200, and
"Gregory gefallen," AELKZ 16 (20 April 1917):377.. Gregory had
expressed his anti-English sentiments in an earlier Kirchenzeitung
article, "Englische Christen und der Weltkrieg," AELKZ 1 (7 Jan.
1916):13.

3Oquoted in Hammer,207. Se
Krieg und Dr. Luther™ IV, AELKZ 45

also Walther, "Der jetzige
€ Nov. 1914):1054.

—~ (D

b1



r
3
>
=]

neadline read "Zeichnet die Kriegsanloihen!" and a1 note
the editor explained:
uns mit der Yitte

4 B Py
te unserces =2latte

te zum Dienst unseres
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Thie issues of 1717, while characterized by fewer references *o
“ho war than those of the previous years, included an on-going
alver® sing campaign for war bonds. War bonds were =2ven advertised

from the pulpit. In honor of Hindenburg's birthday in 1217, %he pas-

tor of the Apostel-Paulus-Kirche in Sch8neberg spoke on "Hinienburg

4]
Q
joy
@

und der deut Glaube." He reminded the congregation of th»

pirthday gift Hindenbquhad requested: Krieg sanl ihe. After the

service, the oastor and Jenoral rintendent Dibelius toow
subscriptions for the ‘bonds in the church foyer. 4 total of
. ' 32
30,000 marks was collected.
<3
&

The heroic tone which representatives of the churech adiop
at home .and at the front, served to antagonize many iermang, rathser

than building up their morale. The 1918 "Vorwort" lamented:

So erfreuliche Nachrichten noch immer von der Front einlaufen,
der gr8ssere Teil der Feldprediger und christlichen Zolda®en
ist fast einstimmig im Urteil fYber ein Nachlassen des reli-

; gifsen Interesses im Heere.33

An article in the .Reichsbote in 1912 laid part of ths blame for th-

Hasikz 38 (18 Sept. 1914):881. .

2 . . cy s
quoted from Die Chronik der

) 33

"Worwort," AELKZ 1 (4 Jan. 12718):3.



decline of the church a’ter the war on the Durchhalte-Predigtcﬁ:

Es ist mir von Kameraden so oft gesagt und goklagt worden,
dass sie die 'Durchhalte'-Predigt allm#hlich nicht mehr
mit anh8ren k¥nnten und diese Art Predigten ihnen jeden
Gottesdienst verekelt habe, Der Schaden, den unsere
Kirche an ihrer, Mdnnerwelt durch diese unseligen ,
Kriegspredigten gehabt hat und hat, ist unberechenbar.””

The involvement of Protestant theologians in national
affairs in the 1930s was different fnpm that during the Worid
War I years. After =arly 1933, there was by no means the same
extent of consensus among theologians as there had been during
1914 to 1018. Those theologians who rejected the National
Socialist regime, and eve; those who had misgivings about it,

were urged not to involve themselves politically. On 14 September

1933, the Kirchenzeitung published an "Aufruf d=s cvangelischen

Oberkirchenrats Berlin," wartiing pastors to refrain from involving

\
Y4

the!church in political matters, either by addressing political
issues from the pulpit, or by participating in political activi-

ties in the congregation or community. The Aufruf reminded the

pastorg_that, under the new .Notverordnungen, criticism of govern-

I
mental policies could be punished by law.B’

\

The theologians, however, because of their antagonism

-

<

34duoted in Hammer, 340.

35
1933) :667.

"Kircenliche Nachrichten - Preussen,™ AELKZ 28 (14 July



sowards Weimar and their German “latlion
in indirect ways, invoived themselvas

1 Nazi S

alist aympntiiing, of

in politiecal affairs

izure of Powor, oo

S

Jortheim. Lutheran pastors Crequently

agninst the Jocial Democratic party, a

4

and atheism., The Nazis were able to e

the first months of 1932, the Lutheran

part at lazi celebrations, and pastors

R
. 36 .
and meetings.

Pty

Once the Jational Socialisz®s w

4

made gestures which enhanced

The president of the Bavarian 2farrervy

warnse i cenurlagosro
I3 TRy -

nd 1T inged 16 owitn

xploit that {war. T

hurch to fair ourpors
7 b

HWow the Nazis couli use tho Lutheran c!

+
s

)

v

ey v
MR RN

church play2d a oroo

frequently aiir-osse
2re in power, Sl

¢ CredlDd

cooperation between church and state he

inductinz the new dbishop of Zavaria in

an 2xample of such a demonstration. T

3A

“Williag 3n

alist state. The cersmony
o
to office, in June 19733, wac
The new oishor, Hans Meizer,
Tne Udzi Selzure of Poawer: The
0~1935 (Tniczazor Juairansls

e
oxperience of a Singl
2

38Hans Meiser later becane
Church. Like Wurm, he had supp
‘out broke awagy in late 1733. =
throughout the lazi period, and izep:




T

led a parade to the city hall in N#lrnberg, .ore he was

greeted by Reichswehr, 5i, SS and Stahlhelm troops i forma-
/

. 39 . . : .
tion.”~ Mexser was welcomed by Mayor Liebel, and tne prosident

of the Landesgynode, Dberregierungsrat Bracker, Zracker closni

his speech by proclaiming that Luther's words would always b
the mot® of the church:

"einen Deutschen bin ich geboren, meinen Deutschen
will ich dienen.”

Churchmen ‘also demonstrated their loyalty to the

National Socialist regime at the international level. In Jun
N . A
1239, when Bishop August Marahrens of Hanover received a call

from the Archbishop of Canterbury to participate in a day of
orayer for international peace, he rejected it on the grounds that

“it would be unjust and harmful to Germany: AN

Es kann nicht ausbleiben, dass Ihr Vorschlag in diesenm
Augenblick einer Verd#ichtigung unseres Volikes Vorschub
leisten und als politische Waffe gegen unser Volk dienen
wird, FEr wird weithin so verstanden werden, als sollten
auch die Kirchen der Welt in den Dienst einer gegen
Deutschland gerichteten Politik gestellt werden. Dem-
gegentlber muss ich feststellen, dass wir Evangelischen
mit allen Gliedern unseres Volkes ninter unserem

Fithrer steher, dessen geschichtliches Werk dieses. Unrecht
von Versailles korrigiert. Es ist Schicksal und Auf-
trag der’ Christenheit, dass der Christ an sein Volk gebun-
den ist und mit seinem Volke f#hlt und handelt. Sie ~
stehen zu ihrem Volke und dem, was ihm heilis ist, und
ich zu dem meinen.40

‘

N
??”Amtseinsetzung des neuen Landesbischofs in Zayern,”
AELKZ 26 (30 June 1933):619.

B 4O"Ein Brief von Landesbischof Maranrens," AZLKZ 2
(16 June 1939):40.



Even when the hostility of the Nazi regime towards ST

N

. o
the church became glaringly obvious, thenlogians still sought to Y

e In ctover 1937, for example, an article disputed the all
'{;l A
;a* ion tnat the church had failed in the struggle againg¥’™’
itoatheism. The church, it claimed, had been;ong ofi the &
R S .,
>t Nationnl Socialisn: - W

Ist die Bewegung des Nationalsozialismus nicht zu alYer-
erst in unserem evangelischen Gemeinden auf wohl vorberei-
teten, fruchtbaren 3oden gestossen, hat si= nichat geradé
nier die ersten gr#ssten Erfolge errungen?l‘l

The author pointed to a specific incident illustrating the church's

support for National Socialism:

Ist's nicht eine bayrische Pfarrfrau gewesen, dis 1323
nach deém missgliickten 9. November den Ménnern un

B

Adolf Hitler den Weg gezeigt ha® dber die bayr
nach Usterreich, dass zie dort sich in Sicherh
xonnten?

4 . . ~ -
Two months later, another Xirchenzeitung article defanded

the church against charges of pacifism and failure to participate in

the struggle for freedom and national Lebensrechte. To refute

this accusation, examples of the church's persistent protest against

the Kriegsschuldllige and the Versailler Diktat were cited.

Laible advanced similar arguments in defense of the church in his

1933 "Vorwort":

o1
I warenr

4lKlingler, "Zu
43 (22 Oct. 1937):968-3

L2, . . .
"Die Kirche hat nicht

1937):1163-5.
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Der Staat hat mehr als einmal die Probe gemacht, was
ihm die Kirche nlltze; zuletzt im Weltkrieg. Woher kam
das tapfere Kriegsheer, das vier Jahre lang einem flber-
m#chtigen Feinde standhielt? Kam es nicht aus christ-
lichen Familien, aus christlichen Schulen, aus der Erzieh-
ung der Kirche? Woher kam das geduldige Ausharren des
Volkes dah=im; seine Tr#stung in dunklen Tagen, sein
Gottvertrauvn, auch als alles brechen wollte? Hatte
nicht. die Kirche ihren Hauptanteil daran ftauszurichten,
zu stdrken, den Glauben der Wankenden zu erhalten?

Un nun hat die Kirche #lber Nacht das Vertrauen
des Staates verloren, sie soll aus ihrem Dienst am Volk
entlassen werden, sie n#ltze ihm nichts mehr. 43

Instead of asserting their independence from the state, the
theologians were still looking for ways they could use the /

church to serve the German state. . .

43Laible, "Worwort," AELKZ 1} (7 Jan. 1938):5.



CHAPTER NIV e
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ATTION

GOD, THE BIBLE, AND THE GERMAN

i
"Der Herr gibt das Wort mit grossen 3charen von Siegzesboten.
Wo das sich erf#llt hat/, wie jetzt geschieht, gibt nur ii-
Antwort: "Lasset uns mit Danken vor sein Angesicht kommen.
Vor-sein Angesicht. OSein Angesicht ist nicht mehr verbvor-
gen wie vor dem, sondern aufgedeckt, and grosse dnads
scheint davon.

"

1
e

-Kirchenzeituns, 1915

. N . - ~ ‘. : - el
Wir k8nnen ehrlicherweise nur da von Christentum reden, wo
das, was Christentum genannt wird, Helden‘um ist, wie Ja2su
.Leben Heldentum war.

-"German Christian" Pastor Wilheln Meyer, 17323

Zven as an object of nistorical consideration, theolozy
demands the theological perception, theclogical involive
ment.... It is a conditio sine gqua non of thes success
“indertaking that it should be approached theologi
accordance with its subject matter.

f—'
Q Q)
[
=
}.4
[N
ja
3

| \ Both during the Tirst World War and in 1933, theolozians
k)

attempted to adapt the content of theology to fulfill the ne2ds
of the nation in crisis. There was, however, 2 major diffsrénce
between these two periods. In 1914 t6 1918, the theologians almost

without excermtion willingly participated in the accommedation of

theology to national values. In 1933, nowever, there was sharp

l"Die Zngel des Sieges," AELKZ 36 (3 Sept. 1915):841,

2, '
Meyer,1l. :

3

Barth, Protestant Tneologzy,15.



aggressive aspects of the Christian message. Becausé the ortho-

i . N R ‘\,
; . LU

-division over this issue. In the years from 1914 ! . 1918, the

Kirchenzeitung bears repeated evidence ol the theologians' attempts

to promote a concept of God as a national SOVcreiku, to poréfay 1

\,
1] . R - - -
Jesus as a heroic .-figure, and to reconcile his teachings of love and

'

peace with the imperatives of war. The theologians during World

War‘'I emphasized the importance of the dld Testament, and used the
eschatological te;chings of the Néw Testament as 1 means of under-
standing'contemporary‘pvents. In.1933,'however, the Kirchengeitung‘, )
opposed the-hﬁtemgzs of the "German Christians" and other v8lkisch

religious groups, to adapt aspects of Christianity to fit their

3

own Weltanschauungen.

It was, however, difficult.for the orthodox theologians of

the Xirchenzeitung to effectively oppose the "German Christians.”
— , >

For one thing, many gf the views of the ”German‘ChriStians”'regembled
the nationalist theology which had Been prevalenﬂiduring the First
World War, and which continued to influence many gf tge orthodox
theologians throughout the Weimar‘yearé.. Like 'the Wérld War I

theologians and their heirs, the "German Christians" equated God's

will with national political interests,, and emphasized the heyoic,

Jox btheologians of the Kirchenzeitung shared some of the German

Christians'" values and notioms themselves, they could not offer

-~

effective resistance against those ideas when expressed in a

more extreme form. Moreover, the orthodox theologians had no

firm theological basis for rejecting the entire concept of

=)

100



basis for most of the beliefs of the "Ge™man Christians', and

the Glaubensbewegung Deutscher Christen. hnj attacked the

extreme elements of that movement agd refuted specific points of

L

its beliefs, but could not justify rejecting it altogether. Juel
was not the case with the dialectic thﬂolor_ins. Tor ther,
"German- Christians" were never acceotacie, simply becaus= they

were not true to the word of God. Thus, in the Kirchen:arp?,

the "mew", dialectic theology was allied with the Bekenntnisfront
4
--the Confessing Church--, National Socialist id-colagy was the
; g 2 2
"middle front" represented to a large extent orthodox theolocy.

24 =rY

While in 1870, th= firchenzeiturz had

—
/
. v . . ~ 2 . -~ s . & ~ - I
tne "trivialization" of God to fit the Zeitgeist,™ in 1G1. %ha
- . e A

theologians zonstructed tneir own "ecaricature" of Jod "o zatisly

the spiritual needs of the nation at war. They equated Jod's

.

Aqoe "Kritix des modernen 7e‘ub9WUoSuselno, AZLLT B
(25 Feb, 1870):139.

"Gott der Vater musste sich erst waschen dhd klmmen

lassen, bis er ganz zahm 3 gaTan arsc‘nian. Yon m=inemn

Zorn Gottes durfte da er

blicken. Der liebe Got- musz . -

aufgekldrt und galant s-4n wie

der christlichen Tasche: i .r. “org % z
fdr Jungfrauen. Die Kir vervandelt sich in 2ins Mdhle,
Oben schilttelt man die ma:. '~ Patriarchen und Prophaten,
Apostel und Kirchenvdter voun Stein und Er n, un4d

z i
unten kommen sie als schmackhaftes Menl, als del
galante und kokette Mdnnchen wieder heraus



will with Germany's intecrests, and interpreted-his biblical
messages and contemporary events as his promise of victory.
_According to Paul Althaug, prayers for German vietory were equivalent
. . . 6 : -
to rrayers f9r the glorification of God's name. Hermann Bezzel
/

called the war a "holy way,”7 and the Wiesbaden pastor, Iritz
' 4

' . 8
Philippi, claimed that “ermany was carrying out God's will on enrth.:

In the opinion of Pastor Schrdder of Leipzig, Germany could depeﬁd
on God's justice. |

By associating Godds plan so closely with German goals, the
theologians excluded the-possibility of defeat. Germany's enemieg,
boasted the columnist of "Kirchliche Nachrichten," had‘set the
enﬁire world against'her,'but had failed to reckon &ithlGod, whose
will alone detérmined events.lo. Wilhelm Walther,‘forlhis part,
assured his readers:

"Gott yill den Sieg geben durch unsere‘Rﬂstung, wenn man

5Hammer and Pressel both deal with the wartime.concept “of
God as a projection of the fatherland. According to Hammer,
"Deutscher Geist wird hier zum heiligen Geist." p.139. Pressel
reaches the same-conclusion:

"Fir die Kriegstheologie war das Wollen und Handeln Jottes

festgelegt. Fs war filr sie identisch mit dem menschlichen

bzw. nationalen Fortschritt." p.352. -

éAIthaus, "Aus einem Lazarett im deutschen Osten,' AZLKZ 49
(4 Dec. 1914):1154. '

7Bezzel, "Der heilige Krieg," in Laible, 68.
) ’ .

8Quoted in Pressel, 117.

9
“"Die Kriegsdichtung unserer Zeit und die Religion," AELKZ 20 |
(14 May 1915):469.

lO"Kirchliche Nachrichten," AELKZ 43 (23 Oct. 1914):1019.



sie haben kann; auch ohne unsere Rffotan.:, wenh pan sie
nicht haben kann."ll

Scriptural texts were understood by

[&7]

pecific promises of victory to Germany. Jesus!' words, "Es wirl

"o eee and
;

euch alles zufallen," were interpreted as an assurance of
e . v " . . ..
~nalich der Friede. To the text, "Wir wissen, .iass idenen i

cen diznen, " Althaus adied e

13

Gott lieben, alle Dinge zum bes

words: "ja alle, auch der Krieg." Sod's promise to comfoart nis

people was turned into a promise to Germany. The text for the
meditation af 16 October 1914 was Isaiah 51:12, "I, =ven I, a7 e

that comforteth you.'":
wWwenn Gott so spricht, bexennt er sich al
Das Wort ist ein-starkes Wort der Zilfe
Verlacssenen und zugleich der Drohun
feinde. YWer will's wagen, wenn -der A11-4
arhoben und zu einerm Menschen oder zu =i
gesprochen hat: "Ich, ich bin euer Tr¥ster."l.)

[ige}
Jy
RS

i 0y

God, in the view of the wartine theologians, was mowabl:

and pradictable: "Sein Angesicht ist nicht menr verborgen wis
: ; ,

vordem, sondern aufgedeck

o

God was faithful to Germany's tause, there could be littls donub®

Schr¥der, "Die Yriegsdichtung," AZLZZ 20 (1.0 May 19135):.00
Schr#dsr quotes from finlther. ©
12
1z .

Althaus, "Der Krieg und unser Gottesglaute," in Laivle, 2.7,
/
. “"Der Menschentr#ster," AELKS 42 (16 Oct. 191.):277.

Die Engel des Sieges," AELYT 36 (2 Sept. 1715):3.1.
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an to what actions he would take: "Gott spielt nicht mit seinen

] _ 16 . :
Verheissungen, was er sagt, dass hiilt er.” The Kirchenceitung's

report on the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was a glafing example of the -
theologians' belief in the predictability of God:
Was Gott angefangen hat, pflegt er auch -u vonllanden: er
tut nicnts halb. Mit Zuversicht schauen wir auf die bevor-
stehende Vollendung im Westen; und es dilnkt uns wie einel7

Schiinduns Gottes, ihm diese Vollendung nicht zuzutrauen.

Years later, Karl Barth remarked that his dialectical theology, which

describes God as der ganz andere--the "completely otﬁer,”‘the
"overwhelmingly high and distant, the strange," was.developed in
response to his disillusionment with the German theologians and
their teachings during World War I.18

In the 1230s, the "Gefman Christians" carried the national- '
ist warﬁimg ﬁheology to its logical conclusion by perceiving.God
as a "German God,ﬁ who was the highest propongnt of German national
goals. The "German Chrisﬁians” had appropriated thé national-
theological rhetoric of the World War I theoloéians and adapted it
to the new situation:

Es hilft mir kein Gott, der mich nicht fordern kann....

Ich 'will mich meinem Gott stellen .und seiner Wahrheit

mannhaft ins Auge sehen. Ich weiss, dass dieser Weg,

wedn'ich nicht ausweiche, hinfilhrt zum Kreuz auf Golgotha.
-'Ich will deisen Weg -gehen, den vor mir Luther,

"Ein Rat zum Sieg," AELKZ 33 (14 Aug. 1914):770.
17 ' |

16

"Der Friede mit Russland," AELXZ 11 (15 March 1918):233.

lSBarth, "Humanity of God," 32.



Ernst Moritz Arndt, Frhr, von Stéin und 3Bismarck gegingen
sind .... Ich will reine Religion, die Opium ist filr idas
Volk. Darum lehne ich ab alle Religion, die Gott n%oht
Gott sein ldsst. Denn das weiss ich, Gott ansstreich-n aus

"1

meinem Leben, das wire das schlimmste, min Hors gi
einschldf=rndes Gift. -

Wo fott aber Gott, das hei 55t o Hery sein darf,
da weizs ich, da ist Rel¢g10n nieht Jpiumy Sondern Domamit.

It was. apparent already-in the demands drawn up at the Tirst

£ the "German Christians" in 1233, that their imic~e

"Reichstacung of

of God was synonymous with the abstract notion of T“erman Volxstu:m.

sod was mentioned in only onhe senterce of the half-page long finnl

statement, and then he was used %o lend credibility to the concopt

"\

of Volk:

"Gott hat mich als Deuusche geschaffe schtum i *
d i

n t
Geschenk Sottes, Gott will, icn ffr mein Deutse!
tun xdmpfe." 20

Wilhelm Zoellner, with some concern, recosnized that-the

v8lkisch emphasis of the "German Christianc" meant the franzfor-

4

mation of God into a national deity:

Der vBlkische Idealismus ist fasziniert von de
Gedanken, den nationalsozialistischen Stuat r
zu- unterbauen. Xr will eine Volksreligion
Krdfte von Blut und Boden cusammenfassenden
Gott wird wesentlich immanent gedacht, =twa

- kation des Volkstums.<l

.

Laible, too,_denounced t~ deliberate attermpts of the "German

+

Christians" to distort the nature of God. This beeame evident

{ .
) ng Lorentzen, ”Eekeﬁptnis eines
AZLKZ 25 (23 June 1933):502 3.\ ’

~

Oquoted in Klrcnliche‘Jachrichten -
15 (14 April 1933):355

1 .
Zoellner, "Die xir

cnlichen Hanpffronthen vom Zeoosnntn :
gesenen® II, AIZLKZ 22 (1 June 193.4):508,

rwlaoen



whnen the "German Christians® called religious gatherings

Gotteésfeiern, rather than Gottesdienste. Laible found this rather

appropriate. After all, why should one serve a God one had

"invented" oneself? ) o
Diese "Gottesfeiern" sind geradezu f#lberlastet mit Liedern
und Ansprachen in schwdrmerischem, sentimentalem, dionysischen
5til, die Einfalt und Nilchternheit wahrer Fr8mmigkeit ist
verschwunden, ja die Kirche selbst ist verschwunden hinter
den modernen Losungen von Volk, Rasse und Vaterland.<?2

Was what Zoellner and Laible described different from.the use of

Christianity during World War I?

-
YE eer

F‘-f‘/. [
a

. K o
In the same way that God was trivinlié@d to fit the needs

]

of the fatherland, so Jesus was transformed and adapted into a’

heroic figure.ZBIn the years from 1914 to 1918, the Kirchenzeitung

expreésed some concern .. to the appropriate role of Jesus in wartime
theology. In October 1914, an essay entitled "Jesus und der Krieg"

was discussed in the Kirchenzeitung. The author claimed that in

the‘early days of the war, everyone had been unsure how to reconcile

Jesus with contemporary events:

22Laible, "Thﬂringer Gottes feiern," AELKZ 29 (22 July 1938):
638. : ’

2380th Hammer and Pressel describe the role of Jesus in the
German war theology. See Hammer's chapter.'Zur Christologie;"
129-33; and Pressel, "Das Jesusbild,"232-50. According to the
French philosopher Julien Benda, the attempt to transform Jesus
into a national hero was not the preserve of Germans or Protestants.
He discussed two French authors who took this approach during the
Great, War: A. Luge, La grande loi de 1'amour des hommes; and Pere Olli-
vier, Les Amities de Jesus. Julien .Benda, The Great Betrayal (La
Tranison les Clercs), trans. Richard Aldington (London: George

Routledge & Sons, 1929):69, . N




Gott stand gewiss allen wvor der Scele, aber nicht Jesua,
wenigstens zundichst nicht. Er schion wie mi% natur-
gesetzlicher Notwendigkeit v#llig in len Hintersgrmdd
getreten zu sein. Regimenter, Rosse, Kanonon, Schla chtb-
begeisterung--und Jesus, nein, das wing richt.:

He then argued, however, that Jesus was indeed relevant in wartime,

and pointed to his significance as the supreme example of 5ulfloss

sacrifice. He quoted from the Berlin vastor Friedrich Hitteloayerts

)

'Trostbrief an die Witwe" to substantiate this clain:

"Wer sein Leben verliert, 'der wird es erhalten cum
ewlgen Leben. "Wer es vermag, ffir die hohen, neilizem

Gdter des Vaterlandes sein Leben hinzugeben, der hat,
sollte ich denken, gerade die Gesinnung die wir.filrg
Gottesreich brauchen,"25

- Y

‘The "Vorwort" for 1915 advanced a similar argument. A% She

v

beginning of the war, its author contended many Christians had
found the 01d Testament relevant, but had had iiffieulty applying
the teachings of Jesus to wartime. That, the author claimed, hai
been 7 mistake:
Jer grosse MenschentrBster Jesus filr den Krieg ni
passend? Der Strom seines Zvangeliums ungeeiznet
diese Zeit der Not? Nie hat das Neue Testament h
geleuchtet als unter den Brandfackeln dieses Kr
Ir= concept -f jesus' passion as the ultima‘e example of

self-sacriil:z was central to an article by Professor Hans Preus

24The =ssay .. r liscussion was by a certain Oriloph and
was Included in Christ-n-- 1 Gegenwart, a book edited bty Drs.
Geyer and Ritteln iscussed in "Kleine Mitteilungen -
Bayern," AELKZ 42 (1 _-- G35,

25 : N s

The Kirchens. . su: SWeEr disazreed with Rittelmsyser ad

this point, and asked: " ¥~ nicht tapfere Monisten und
Atheisten ebenso 'Got* 1:i_ ., | cohoand dnnar? gang nana !N

9%6.

6 e . -
"Worwort" TT iR, ThiZE,




~. 7

in 1915, entitled "Deutschlands Passion." Preuss claimed that

Gerpany's current tribulations were analogous to the sufferings of

Thrist., Like Jesus, Germany had been betrayed, and although inno-
y o]

cent, Was’oppressed and afflicted by her enemies. In Preuss' analogy,
the Russian Czar represented Pilate, Serbia was Barrabas, and Eneland
played the role of the Jewish High Priests. Italy was Germany's
Judas, and the part(of Peter had been played by the foreign intellec-
tuals whé had enjoyed Germany's hQspitality, but denied her in her
hour of need. As for the Turks, they were likeneé to those stran-
gers who remained with Christ until the end.27 Preuss ended his
comparison on a positive notc; ;f Germany's "passion'" were a parallel
to Christ's, she could joyfully look forward to her own Ostersies

and fhe iestruction of her enemies.

At least one theologian wrote to the Kirchenzeitung

criticizing Preuss' article‘,28 on the grounds that it was inappro-
priate agd wrong to compare a sinful, earthly Volk with Chriét.
Preuss, however, retorted that his artiole'had elicited letters

of approval from various "kirchlich hqchangesehene Mﬁnner.“29-

The fact that it had been published at all indicates that he was

telling the truth.

27Hans Preuss, "Deutschlands Passion," AELKZ 38, (17 Sept.
1915):901-5. This was the same Hans Preuss who wrote the series
of articles comparing Hitler and Luther. See p. 34. He seens
to have had a penchant for far-fetched analogies. ‘

*%ch. Rémer, "™och sinmal 'Deutschlands Passion!," AZLKZ 45
(5 Nov. 1915):1069-70. -

2
2914,



Laible also enter.: the discussion of the rol~ ~f Josue in wartine
theology. Jesus, Laidle insisted, had Jdemonsbtrate ! intence pabric-
tic loyalty to nis Volk. FHe pointed out that Josus imew tie s
stories of his ancestors, wept over Jerusalenm, antd participatei in
. . . . .30 .
tne religious 1ife of his nation,
The fact that so much of Jesus' teaching centred on love and

peace did not seem to daunt the wartime theologians. Jesus!' ¢
"Love your nelghbor as yourself," was interpreted, not as a i=nun-
ciation of war, but rather as its justification. Accoriins to She
theologian Adolf Deissmann, love meant one shouldl defend one's
C o it s . : 31 N,
neighbor, with violence if necessary.’ Reinncld 3e=2bers, a
professor of Systematic Theology in Berlin, =xplained tha®t _ovr
for one's neighbor took precedence over love for one's =nemy, 3ince
when two commands conflict, one should obey that which was 21250
Professor Walther -dded the weight of Luther's teachings o thuce
rationalizations. In Walther's analysis, war was an expression o7
love:
Was die Liebe fordert, das | =% g8ttlich, wenn es auch VWorte
der Bibel cu widersprechen scheinen sollte., Darum soll man
lmpfen fMr das Recht, weil die Liebe dies fordern iann.
Jni erst dann ist 2s ein christlicher ¥axpf ums Recnt,
Wenn die christlicne Liebe dazu ftreibt. lur wenn der Xriec
als Pflicht ier Liebe verstanden werden xann, dar?l ven )
seiner Berechtigung auch fr den Christen die Rede se2in.
1916):2

omman-i,



Dann aber ist -r nicht nur berechtigt, sondern heilige
Pfl%cht.

Pacifism had never been a tenet of Lutheranism, and the

theologians had 'little difficulty dealing with Jesus' teachings
J

on peace. A Kirchenzeitung article in August 1914 r-ferred to

pacifiste as Friedensfanatiker, and addressed them with Luther's

condemnation of the pacifists in his own time:

"Es schreien etliche Prediger freventlich vom THrken:
man solle dem THrken nicht widerstehen darum, dass

Rache den Christen verboten } Dies ist eine aufrﬂhrioche
Rede, welche nicht soll geZifizé\oder gestattet werden.

... Nur wer um des Rauben$ und des GéWlnns willen in den
Krieg zieht, "macht aus einem guten Werk ihm selbst =in
b¥ses," auch wenn er im Gehorsanm gegén die Obrlgbolt ins

Feld rickt.34 : —— ,

— o
N

The role of Jesus, like the nature of God, became an issué
of centention in theIIQBOé, between the "German Christians" and
representatives of a more drthodox Christian faith. The orthodox
theoiogians found themselves in a difficult posifion{ Since they,

b

and others of their persuasion, had advocated a heroic Jesus figure

—

‘during the First World War, and had de-emphasized his teachings
of love and peace, they had few defenses against a movement which

carried this "transfor~ation" of Jesus a step further. Radicals .

BBW. Walther, "Der jetzige Krieg und Dr. Luther," AELKZ
42 (16 Oct. 1914):981.) ‘

Huygas sagh Luther dt.  den Kriegh" I, AFLXZ 34 (21 Aug.
1914):800. See also W. Elert, "Kant und der ewi_ e Friede,"
AEEKZ 1 (1 Jan. 1915):11; and A. Schraeder, "Christentum und
Weltfriede," AELKZ 1 (4 Jan. 1918):10. " Zlert and Scaraeder
agreed that Jesus' teachings of peace referred primari1j to the
peace between God ard mankind, and only secondarily to peace
among men. ) S .

bt
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Like the Tbingen professor U ilnelnm dHauer, who rojectod the conoept

34 .
of the crucificd Christ as-"ein Argernis und cine Torheit," conl
2a8ily be dismissed ac "Liberal individualiste™ or heathons, btnt

+

it was mor~ difficult to combat the suppogsedly Jhristian views of
the "German Christians.”

The "Jerman Chrdistians™ were nob united in their notion ¢

the place of Jesus in “their "theology." Some of them, 1ike *he
Pastor Mielsch, demanded: "Darlegung des heldischen Opfertodes Jeoh

7

. » N L . ™
in Jden Spuran deutscher Mystix," while the "Twenty-eight Theses

of the 'Germans Christians' in 3axony'" professed a beli=f in Josus ns

w37

"die entscheidende Offenbarung Gottes, and contended:

Der Streit, ob Jesus Jude oder Arier war, erreicht

das Wesen Jesu Yberhaupt nicht. Jesus ist nicht Tridzer
menschlicher Art, sondern enthiillt uns in seiner Person
Gottes Art.38

D
]
{

This assertion, however, was also heretical, since, a3 the

Tagical faculty in Leipziz peointed out, according to Lutheran

h

doctrine, Jesus was both human and divine.

35

"Wer ist Wilhelm Hauer?," AELKZ 11 (15 March 703/)’ 5%,

6 . . .. : ey . L e
3 quoted in Laible, "'Deutschkirche' und Deutsche Thristen',™
ABLKZ 34 (2‘ tug., 1233):786.

"Ber neuen £u

371uoued in Laibols, rs
51 (22 Dec. 1233):1195.

f{irche Sachsen,'" AELKZ

38

The ”twentg-plcdt Theses" were adcpted in December 1233, bub
dropped in 1934. These theses included demands or a Ynlusiirche
tased on Blut und Rasse, acceptance of the Aryan CTlause, accepbancs o
the 01d Testament, but recognition of its infariority to the Houw

f=)

Testament. "See Hermelink,58-61.

Die theologis~»~ Talultdt Leipzig und dis 22 Thezen
der sdchsiscnen Landeskirche," AZLKZ 2 (12 Jan, 1932):3.-Z.



The orthodox theologians attempted to defend the figure
of Jesus from the "German Christian" onslaught. In doing 5o,
howsver, they often played into the hands of the proponents of
v&lkiséh Christianity by adopting their criteria, and trying to
prove that the figure of Jesus was compatible with ghe National
Socialist state and its jaeology. "rofossor Adolf K#berle, for
example, argued that the heroic aspect of Jesus' message, especi-
ally hié death on the cross, had been severely neglected by
médern theology: |

Dieser Mangel hat nicht wenig dazuibeigetragen,Adass wir

mehr eine Frauen--statt eine Ménnerkirche, mehr =ine Kirche

der Alten, statt eine Kirche der Jungen und Alten gewor-

den sind.40 :
Laible, on the other hand, argued that "das Jesusbild 1#sst sich

/ 1 .
nicht #ndern, auch nicht 'arisch' dndern, " but used the criterion

of Deutschtum to support his plea for a return to orthodox Lutheranism:

Luther kannte noch nicht die heutigen Rassenforschungen
aber er war mit jedem Blutstropfen ein Deutscher, dachte
deutsch, predigte deutsch, hat deutsche Lieder gesungen.
Diesen 'deutschen' Mann milssten alle Deutschgesinnten noch
heute h#ren, %2

- By 1937, Laible recognizéd his mistake in trying to find
grounds for reccenciliation with the "German Christians.™ The

vietim in-such a compromise,. he realized, would be Christ-centred

Christianity. Indeed, the church had already lost its perspective.

AOAdolf K8berle, "Das Wort vom Kreuz und die religiBise Lage
der Gegenwart" IT, AELKZ. 21 (4 Aug. 1933):709. -

/7. -
. 41Laible, " 1Deutschikirche! und 'Deutsche Christen',”
ARLKZ 34 (25 Aug.1933):786.

42

Ibid.




Instead of preaching tho nessage of Jesus, it had descended into
the "arena' of the state:

Der Kompass war so verrtlckt, dass man nicht mehr din
Christusfrage voranstellte: was dilnkt dich um Christus?
Sondern die Nationalfrape: was dinkt dich un den Staat?
dicht dass man h#tte Christus verleugnen wollen, o nein!
Man wollte nur eine "ceitgemdsse" Kirche aufrichten,
e2inen sch#nen Jusammenhang cwischen Staat und Kirche
herstellen.43

Laible continued, however, to profes- loyalty to the National
Socialist state, and used the example of Jesus' obediernce to

illustrate that the state had no need to fear the church:
. 1

Wenn irgendeinem Staat’ Gefahr droht, von Jesus her
gewiss nicht.. Ir will nichtq vorm Staat, mischt s
in Dinge des otaatb, sein Rﬂicb ist "micht veon dieser
Welt", Wohl lebt er im Staate und seine Jinger lete
Staat, er gibt ihnen auch Anweisung, wie si= im Stao
sollen:"Gebet dem Kaiser was des Kaisers ist",szagt ar..id

Jesus, Laible conténded, had taught his followers to be itrus to

-

the state, by nsﬁructlng them to obey God's laws:
Wer Gottes fGebote hdlt, mischt sich nicht unter die
"Aufrdhrerischen®, kann nicht gegen ,den Staat sein, Jenn
die Obrigkeit ist ”Gottes Ordnung” 45

/ - .
~+_BLaible, "Vorwort" II, AELKZ 2 (8 Jan. = -27V:25.

/ . ’ ' :

““Laivle, "orwort," AELKZ 1, (9 Junme 193%):1. 32y thi
time it is difficult to tell to what extent suc: professicns o
loyalty were sinc.r> expressions of support of Jational Social
and to what extent they were motivated bv self-preservation.
must have been concerned about the fate of the Kirchenzeitung--
its publication had just been permitted again, after a suspension
of six months. He would, no doubt, ﬂafo been loatne to jecpapdize

its chances for continued circulation.

451014, 2
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Jesus' teachings of love and peace did not feature 1y the

, ; [ 2
Kirchenz2itung articles of the 1930s. There was one short d¢nun-

ciation of pacifist attitudes in 1934, but in general thegp
issues were not addressed. - This omission is symptomatlc of he
sterility of orthodox Lutheran theology in the "Third Refgh "

The theological creativity which did exist during ‘the 1930s was in
opposition to the nationalist, orthodox theologianss Under the
guiaance of Barth and Bonhoeffer, this creaﬁivity served the
Confessing Church. Interestingly,'phe ”new'éheglogY" which

grew out of this period focussed on -the figure of Jesus, "that
figure whose roae had been so disputed in the wa?time theology, and

in the *heology of the "German Christians.™

The question of the 01d Testaﬁent.and'its significance in
the modern Christian church took a different form in 1914 and 1933
than did the discussions of God and Jesus. In thé‘lgﬁter cases,
trends alreadx evident in the.wartime theoloéy of?1914 to 1918 were
'appropriated and exaggerated by proponents of véikiSCh Christianity,

while orthodox theoliogians attempted to attack the most extreme

RN

positions from w1th1n a framework of concession, The attitudes
of the "Germén Christians" towards the 0l1d Testament, however, were

“diametrically opposed to those of the World War I theologians. The®

01d Testament was an issue of contention between t:e "German

-

46H Stelnleln, "Unlutherischer Pazifismus in der Frage
der .otwehr," AELKZ 9 (2 March 1914):202. -

> )



Christians"™ and the orthodox theologians, from the very beginnine

of the Glaubensbewegunyg Peutscher christen.

In 1914, and, to a lesser extent throughout

World War, the 0%d Testament proved an invaluable sourece of

"
inspiration for wartime theolocy. The Kirchenceitung rejoiced

in August 1914:

Der Krieg hat uns das Alte Testament wisder auf den

R Tisch gelegt. Doach nicht der Krieg, Gott hat =s gotan;
das heilige, aber hochverachtete, kaum mehr benutzte,

kaum noch gekannte Buch steigt aus’ dem Grabe heraus uni

kommt zu neuen Ehren. Die Kirchen t#nen wider von don

Stimmen der Propheten und Psalmen, von den Kriegern uni

8iegen des Volkes Gottes,47 .

It was the warlike spirit of the 0ld Testament, precisely that
element which previously had been considered somenow offensive,

[ag}

which now made it so valuable. Favorite 0ld Testanmen

“ror the Psalms and Isaiah. Psalnm 46:1 was frequenily used: "God
is our refuge and strength, a2 very present help in
Isaiah 4C:18f: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.

Speax ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that ner

warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she
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T-otament. A 1915 article entitled: "!'Gottes Milh
used the 01d Testament to prove that God intended to punisn Zngland: .

Das Wlnschen und Hoffen unz#hliger in deutschen und anderen
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"Das Alte Testament und der {rieg,

48Préssel, 34.
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Landen geht darauf, dass der_Goﬁt, des die Rache ist, baldizs.
erscheins und wir es in der allerndchsten Zeit mit Augen
sehen dilrfen, wie die Macht Englands zertrilmmert werde und
sein Weltreich in die Brilche gehe, Wir wilnschen und erhoffen
das von der gerechten Vergeltung Gottes um so zuversicht-
licher, als die Worte des Propheten tlber Moab buchstdblich
von Albion gelten: "Man hat immer gesagt von dem stolomn
Moab, dass er sehr stols sei.... Moab ist von suiner Jugend
auf sicher gewesen,...und nie “ns Gefdngnis pefogen.... -
Aber der Herr spricht.... Bs koymmt die Zeit, dass ich ihnen
will Schr#ter schicken, die sie aussschrotten sollen und

ihre Fdsser ausleeren und ihre Kriige cerschrmettern.i

When the 01d Testament.came under attéck by the "German
Christians" and other anti-Semitic pr&ponents of-v&lkisch Chris-
tianify in the 1930s, the orthodox theologians. rushed to. its
defense. The 0ld Testament, ﬁﬁey argued'again and again, was an.
integrq; part of God's revelation. As in the d;sputeé about God
and Jesus, however, the "middle front" theologians borfowéd aspects
of their opponents! worldview to support their own positioh. Anfi—
Semitism, which was the basis for the ”German Christians'" rejection

of the 01d Testament, was also frequently uséed by'the theologians in

AQU Klnzler "Gottes Mithlen mahlen langsam," AFLKZ 2
(8 Jan, 1915):42. See Isaiah 16:6 and Jeremiah 48:11-30. There
were, howeverg.warnings -in the Kirchenzeitung against such flagrant
misuses of the 01d Testament. See for example "Vorwort" II, ASLKZ
2 (8 Jan. 1915):25; and Johannes Haussleiter, "Die Aufgaben der
Christen fdr den Frieden," AELKZ 37 (10 Sept. 1915):872. In 1239
dartin Doerne criticized the way the 01d Testament had beén used.
during World War I, in "Die Verkdndigung der Kirche im Kriege,"
AELKZ 20 (20 Oct. 1939):358. :
""Die Kirche hat namentlich zu Beginn des Weltkrieges, zu
viel christlich-politische Geschichtsphilosophie...einfliessen
lassen. Und wir empfinden es heute als eine seltsame Tragik,
dass an solcher Vermischung von Volkssache und Reichsgottes
eine #ibersteigerte und missbrduchliche Verwendung des Alten
Testaments erheblich mitgewirkt hat."

-
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Sirchensoibunyg s wn oarvament in favor of bthe 014 Teobamen®
The "Geraan Christiana” were nob united in eir st on
Teatament, but, to varying Jdecrees, they all diseredit. i
Joewish myth.,  The "Twenty-cicht Theses of tn 1 orman

ans' in Sachsen" accepted the 014 Testamont as havins core v

marily a5 a justitfication of anti-Cemitism: )

Wicntig bleibt das Alte Testament, well o5 dis Gesehicht:
und den Verfall eines Volkes #berlisfert, das trots Gontho:
Offenbarung sich immer wieder von ihm tronnte, 0 ‘

he "German Christians" fook a much harder line, ani rarery
014 Testament faith as:

"Ein -aus jfldischen Jrschlezim antstandens
satanischer Art, das 2us der Lrie oin L
schaffen will und nur -den Judenvoli

Theologians like Laible eagerly dzfendea “ihe 01 !
atiemptad to prove thabt accepbtance of it was nob tan<am-un®
It was erroneous %o reject the 01d Testanment on the srounds
anti-Semitism, Laible contended,  since tﬂau book, "als Zuch
und je im Kanmpfe stand ge g “Fie Zntartuncgen des Judenvolis.,

50 . . " . . e .

quoted in Laible, "Der neue Kurs in der luherisc
¥irche Sachsens," AZLKZ 51 (22 Dec. 1933):1105, ‘

, mEtho
quoted in Laible, "Vorwort" II, AZL¥Z 2 (3 Jan. 13
52' LM 1" - o 3 lal + TT T 7 '

Laiole, "Zur Judenfrage der Gegenwart," AZLKI 31 |
(4 Auz. 1933):717. See also Laible, "Vorwort" ASLXT 1
2z - —_——
(9 June 1939):3. 1In 1939, Laible uzed the sanme argumens for
entire Ziple: "Die Bibel ist...xein 'Heldenbuch der Juden'!,
sondern eine Fkronln ihrer Sinden."
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The anst extreme example in the Kirchenzeitung of Rhe uge of

anti-Semibism as an argument rfor retaining the 01d Testament, wao
an article by Johannes Fliell, a missionary in New Guinea:

Wieder cinmal soll also das Kind mit dem Bade ausge-
schilttet werden, um der entarteten Juden der Gegenwart
willen coll das Alte Testament der Heiligen Schrift ver-
worfen werden....

"Kreuzige,- kreuzige ihn." schrieen sie und verwarfen
ihren und aller Welt Heiland.--"sein Blut komme Uber
uns und unsere Kinder!" Es ist geschehen bis num-
heutigen Tag....

Die Juden im ganzen Feinde des Kreuzes Christi; dass
sie nur nicht unser deutsches Volk besiegen zur Christus-
feindschaft! 1In-Russland vollendete Gottesfeindschaft;
in Deutschland droht die Feindschaft des Christus und seines
Kreugzes und damit das Antichristentum. Der Juden Unglilck
ist ihre Kreuzesfeindschafﬁ, der Deutschen Ungltlck wilrde =s»
wenn sie darin den Juden gleich wilrden.

Das Alte Testament ist uns zur Lehre geschrizben
in ungeschminkter Wahrhaftigkeit durch Antrieb des heiligen
Gottesgeistes, das B&g@ zu fliehen, dem Guten nachzufolgen

~ im Glauben und Demut.”- :

Those who supported the 01d Tgstament as an essential part of God's

‘word had the final say in the Kirchenzeitung. One of—thes last

series of articles before the paper was discontinued. in 1941 was
entitled, "Der Gott des Alten Testaments." In four instalments,
the author outlined the insispensability of the 0ld Testament to the

54 L

|
message of Jesus.

One aspect of Christian theology which was affected by

B - . . . . . " .
World War I, but did not play 2 significant role in the
s

Yo

ABLKZ 50

UJohannes Fliell, "Judenfrage und Altes Testament,”
16 Deéc. 1938):1106. :

(
54See for exam-le AELKZ 17 (25 April 1941):182.



cochatolarye Hochatological hopes were oxer Sood oosh o otroncl

in 1915 and agn b a4t the ond of bthe war.  In oard
credited bhe war with reawvakening tho "Lehrstiles veon den 1oboson
55 . . . , - .
Dingen." 7 Seven months labor, an article entitled "Dor Jtan oo
Weltkriess" opened. by quoting Josus' deseriphbion of the oni

in Matthew 2.4:7-3: "For mation shall rise 1eainst na

cdom against kingdom.... All these are the begzinninss of sorrows.

-3

he author interpreted the World War as the first siem of the Simes

meditations thraughout the advent s2nceon of 1915 had -ochs

r-3
oy
[¢9]

logical overtones. The texts for 26 Novepber, 3 December, and

2

iy e

10 Decemper were Matthew 4:17, HMatihow 2oibl, and Matbnew 11:7:0

(

"Repent: for the xinegdom of heaven s 2%t hand.

"Sercafter shall ye ‘see the Sen of man 5i

right hand of vower, and coming in. the olo
. fon) - D

"Art thou he that should come, or do we 1nok

b

'he reason eschat " ogy was emphasiced in 191% nai to do
with theologians' attempt. -o impose a religious interpretation
on events, and to sustain the energy and passion wihich _had charac-

terized the opening months of the war. Thos+ last mon®hs .2 131

a

been so intense, so challenging, that® theclogians had no way t- increases

36”Der Sinn des Weltkriegs,” AELEZ L5 (5 Gov. 19315):10A1.
STAELKZ 48 (2
AZLKZ 50 (10 Dec, 191
55_,

Inmels, "Krieg und Theologie," AZLKZ 13 (30 Arril, 1%13)

6 (Nov. 1915); AELKZ 42 (3 Dec. 1915):1157;
5):1181.
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the momentum cxcept by interpreting the crisis in escha\tological

terms. When neither the world nor the war ended in 1915, the number

58

of eschatological messages dwindled again.
The ~nd of the war in 1918 gave rise to another retreat into
eschatological hopes. Defeat was somehow too momentous, too catas-

trophic, to be comprehensible 1in eartdy terms. Hopes and fears of

<
the end times provided a spiritual context in which to interpret

the calamity of defeat. On 25 October 1918, Laible expressed his
belief that the defeat of Germany signified the beginning ot the

@nd times:

Siegen also die Feinde Deutschlands--nicht vorilbergenend,
sondern mit seiner Zerschmetterung-, so siegt das

Unrecht, die Lilge, das Geld, der Mord; und besiegt wird

das Vertrauen auf Gott, die Hoffnung auf seinen Reistand.

Das ist picht die Weise, wie Gott bisher die Welt regierte.
Stellt er diese Weise ab, so stellt er die Weltgeschichte

ab, und die Weissagung kommt zur Erfilllung: "Wenn die Un-
gerechtigheit wird Uberhand nehmen." Es geht zu Ende, nicht
nur mit Deutschland, sondern mit den V8lkern, mit der Welt, 29

The Kirchenzeitung articles of 1933, like those of 1914, but
in contrast to those of 1915 and 1918, were devoid of eschatological
. emphases. The new regime was greeted initially with such enthusiasm

and anticipation of the new age dawning, that teachings of the end

of the world seemed irrevelant. The four horsemen of the apocalypse

!

5BOccasionally, articles with eschatological overtones still’
appeared in 1916 and 1917. See for example Gottschalk, "Ich bin
bei euch alle Tage," AELKZ 22 (2 June 1916):515; and Johannes Haussleiter,
"Die apokalyptischen Reiter, " AELKZ 5 (L Feb. 1918):98.
SgLaible, "Bleibt noca eine Hoffnung in dieser schweren
Zeit?," AELKZ 43 (25 Oct. 1918):941. ‘

~
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are all igcnts of destruction: conquest, war, famine, death. It is

o

in times of adversity and despair tnat eschatological hopes surface,

P

not in times of optimism such as 1914 and 1933, Zurthermsore, wihth

B
b

its notion of a thousand year -Reich, National 3ocialist ideolosy had

atbempted to secularize eschatological ideas.

There was, no doubt, a revived interest in -schatolocy turin:
? N o

the Second World War, but it was not yet evident in tne K
which was discontinued in early 1941. The major article to discuss
the end times was Laible's 1239 "Vorwort!:

Wir milssen wieder eschatologische Kirche werden,... voller
Tatkraft fHr die Zeit, aber die Augen in di2 Zukunft seri

tet, nach dem, der vom Himmel xommen soll, zu richten
Lebendigen und die Toten.... Was ist denn die =schatoloed
Kirche? Zum ersten. ist sie ecclesia cruCis,'Kirche 125 xreuczoa,

The church must strive, not for sarthly glory, but for honor in

heaven. Laible added a criticism of the Confessingz Church:
|

lur dass es xein selbstgezimmertes K?Eﬁ?‘sei, dasz sie
nicht mit selbstgeschaffenen Mértyrerkronen prange....
Vielleicht geh8rt es zu der "Stunde der Vérsuchung" der
letzten Zeit, dass die Kirche zwischen zwei Abgrfinden
wandeln muss, dem der Verleugnung und des Verrats und dem
des selbstgesuchten Martyriums, dass sie den schlichten
Pfad aus den Augen verliert, der die Fussstapfen Jesu trdzt,

[ON

1

This was the position of the orthodox theologians throughout the years
= '
-f the National Socialist regime. They were ‘trapped betwcan two

extremes, both of which they considered unacceptable., Laible failed
to mentiom, however, the dangers inherent in the middle vosition:

the danger of inaction, and the danger of self-compromis=.

OLaible, "orwort" II AZLKZ (1
61

Ibid., Wilhelm Walther accused
of self-inflicted martydonm, as well, in
Christi Kreuz nach Luther's Lehre," AZIXZ 8 (

.
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CONCLUSION

Daz wahre Christentum ist mit der Zeitlage, wie sie der

Krieg geschaffen hat, schlechthin unvereinbar.... Es ist - .r~
Vergewaltisung des Evangeliums wenn man aus ihm eine Rech’ -
fertiguny oder Idealisierung all der Tugenden herauslesan
will, "die heute gebraucht werden zur Erringung politischer
oder kriegerischer Erfolge.

-Pastor Francke, Berlin, 19151

[Wenn das Gewissen zu reden anf&ngg], da nilft nur Gott, da
braucht man Religion.... Welchen sittlichen Halt hat ein

Volk, wenn es an keinen pers¥nlichen Gott mehr glaubt, kein
ewiges Gericht mehr scheut? Wird nicht die Bestie im -
Menschen erwachen, werden sich nicht die Gefdngnisse und Zucht-
h#luser filllen, weil die gbttlichen Hemmungen fehlen?

-Wilhelm Laible,’19382‘

‘The s%ﬁdy:of the responses of the German Protestant theolo-
gians represented in the official organ of the Lutheran Confarence,

the Allgemeine Evangelisch- Lutherische {irchenzeitung, to the

two national crises’in modern Germany--the First World War and
the Natiopal Socialist revolution--has shown that the theolo-

- gians followed ﬁhe trends of the nation. In 1914, the theolo-
gians adopted the nationalist vocabulary gnd values of their
times, and, with a few exceptions, enthusiastically supported the
government's policies. They'patriotically defended thé
fatherland, naiveiy believing that Germany had been attacked

by envious, ‘vindictive enemies. In 1933, the "German Christians"

adopted the vocabluary and ideology of the Néﬁional Socialists,

5
lquoted in Hammer, 304.

“Laible, "Worwort," AELKZ 1 (7 Jan. 1938):5.
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and attempted bto make Christianity conform to the trends of thedr

(S

The Xirchenzoitung theolocsians also weleomed b "leoal revoin!

H

.

of the National Socialists. Along with the DNVP to whom they bo-

longed, they vicwed the WSDAP as the "shock troeps'" wnho would clwoar
the way for the .fulfillment of their own political wsoals: the' les-
truction of the republic, and the return to the "good o5ld days" of
the authoritarian state. By allying with ﬁhe National Soéinlisﬁs,
they were doing nothing less than trying to ”caét out Sa%an with

Beelzebub.”" They began to realize--even onfore 1933, in the last
election of 1932--that the Nazis' goals and tactics for buildins

a new Germany differed frém their own. However, once the lLational
Socialists came to pewer, as long as the new regime 1id not revenl

its true face, the theologians felt relieved and sa

destruction of the republic.

To the present-day reader of the Xircnenzeitung, there

appears to be- little Aifference between the theology of tne
"national Protestants" during Wﬁrld War I, and the v#lxisch
"theology" of the "German Christians" and. their sympathizers
in the 193Us. The oﬁe, tike the SthEr, appeérs not bnly theoln-
gicall'y and inﬁellectually'ludiérous,Abut oTten blasphemous. . In
spite of'the similarity at first élance, nowever, there weare also
differencés, in the situations‘as well as in tne responses of

the theologians.

The political situations to which the theologians respondzd

in 1914 and in 1933 were very ifterent. . In 1921., fGermany was

[N
Lot
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at war with almost theventire world., Given their traditions and
their education, it was natural for the theologians to join in
the common front against the foreign enemy. Lkven the workers
and the Social Democrats respondéd to thié need for solidarity.
The theoloélans, moreover, temporarny set aside their theological
differences, and established their own version of tne Burgfriede,
with orthodox anda liberal factions uniting to defend the honor of:
the fatherland.

In 1933, on the othér hand, tﬁe crisis was an internal one.
It was a révolution, not a foreign threat, to which the theologians
resoonded, and there was no immediate need to ronclude a Burgfrisde
among Dhé/theologlcal groups. Moreover, the old antagénism petween |
‘liberal anda orthodox tneologians, though still in existence, had,
by 193j, been overshadowed by the emergence of a third force, the

new Jdialsctic theology of Karl Barth and his followers.

The general Zeitgeist of 1914 was also different_from that
of 1933. 1In 1914, the theologians shared the pessimism character-

istic of the fin de siecle mocd. They welcomed the war as a way

which they“believed plagued their society. They

[$]

out of the impas

hoped to cép' he impetus of the war to bring about a

spiritual.énd redgious renewai in Germany. Stili, in spite of
their tendency to lock baék_nostalgically at the fictigious,‘
"good old days," the theologians--and the church as a whole--felt
fﬁndamentally at home in the authoritarian Wilhelmine state.

In the period before 1933, however, the theologians were

not as unanimous in their attitudes towards the Weimar Republic,

‘o



The liberal theologians came to terms witn, and sometimes oven
actively supported the republic, but the orthedrx, derman

Nationalist theologians of the Kirchengeitung hated it passionatly,

gven though these "right-wing" theologilans greeted the National

Socilalist seizure of power enthusiastically, however, that ecnthu-

siasm was neither as naive nor as intense as the optinisn
They welcomed the Natibnal Socialist revolution as the first étep
towards a'reétoration of the "good old days," but their hopes were
tinéed with misgivings about the nature of the new regime, gnd

anxieties about the future of the church.

In theclogical terms,.tco, there were differesnces betw:en

the responses of 1914 -and 1933, The theologians ~f 1914 had iis-
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:torted the biblical message, and partici-ated in
of Christian theoiogy to conform to the imperatives of the nation
at war. Despiﬁe this misusg of theology, however, the liberal as
weil as the orthodox'theologians éontinued to prociaim their
acceptance of the entire message of the Bible.

It was a_different case with the "German Christians" in
the 1930s. They not only distorted and perverted the biblical
message, they atteﬁptéd to'dismantle it, and reconstruct i
imagé of their own ideology. They rejectesd the Old Testament, and

tried to purge Christianity of. its Jewisn elements, in order %o

create a religion basec on 3lut und Rasse.

-~

- The similarities and differences between the theologians'
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responses in 1914 and 1933 raisevtﬁe issue of continuity. The

cohcopt of continuity is admittedly a questionable oge; continuity

and discontinuity nlways exist side by side in any period of time. o
Still, *there was ynmistakable evidence of continuity in thg ortho-

dox Lutheran church from 1914 to 1933. The subordination of theo-

logy to national goals and values during World Waf I helped vrepare

the way for a more radical violation of’theoloéy iq thg National
Socialist years. At least one theologian.contrjbuting to the

Kirchenzeitung in 1939 recognized this continuity, and conceded:

[ﬁs] bleibt wahr, dass disAKircﬁe, namentlich zu Beginn des
Weltkrieges, zu viel christlich- politische Geschichtsphilo-
sophie hat einfliessen lassen.3
By the time of World War II, the theologians had become, in a sense,
the captives of fhe national forces they had helped to foster. By
ignoring the Lcnsish between a Christian worldview, with its empha-
'sis-on salvation and eternity, and the nationalist~worldvieﬁ; with
its emphasis on power and action in this world, the theologians°
during World War I deprived their theology of its divine message
ard its intellectual integrity. It became'just another propagandistic
tool for the victory of the fatherland. Theoiogy;‘thus dééraded, )

was in danger of being placed in the service of any movement which.

claimed to further the interests of Volk und Vaterland.

It has sometimes been claimed that the "German Christians"

were the logical heirs of liberal theology,.which had applied rationalist

2 | - . ’
“"Martin Doerne, "Die Verkllndigung der Kirche im Kriege,"

AFLKZ 20 (20 Oct. 1939):358. |
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criticism to the 2ible and the principles of Christianity. It

does not seem justified, however, to draw a clear line of causall

from the liberal theology of the early twentizth contury to the

v8lkisch pseudo-theolr:y of the "German Christians.'" The "German
Christian " themselves denounced liberalism, in both the political

and theological spheres, and referred in their official publicationg
>

to the "d#monische Michte des leerallsmuo und Marxismus. That

’

in itself, admittedly, does not e=xclude continuity bhetween the

liberal theclogians and the "German Christians'; the socialists, who

-

“are éenerally ansidered the "heir<" of péiffical liberalism nave
also traditionally beén nostile to their liberal precursors. However,
the German liberal theologians themselves unambiguously rejected

- \ .
National Socialisnm in‘fhe 1930s, and, llke t1e1“ most influential

spokesgman Martin Rade, opposed any attempts to impose it

on the church. The leeral theoloowans' hostility to the National

-

Socialists was, to a large extent, an expression of their political
Sy . y: O . L o
affiliation with the republic,  ant they did not adapt =ither their

theological or their political v-lues to "“he v8lkisch trends of

Ve

the 1930s. Trrom investigating the Allgemeine Evangelisch- Luvrar

/ko* example, a 1936 Flugschrift sizmed by several Saxon
neologlans asserted: :
"Ganz allgemein kann..gesagt werden, dass die Rewegunz
' E?laubensbewegung"Deutscher Christen’] auf religiBsem
' Gebiet einen Rilckfall in den Liberalismus bedeutet. Iar
theclogisches Gedankengut, vor allerm ihre 2ibs

zumeist Restbestand der flberlebten liberalen Theolozise."
"Kirche in Not: Flugschrift aus Sachsen,'" AR AELKZ 4 (96 Jzan, 733’) 37.
See also M, Reu, "Die Kirche und die soziale Frase," AZLKZ 9 (23 Fab.
1336):195. -
5Joachim Hossenfelder, Unser Zo.of (Ezrlin: Jerlaz Max
Grevemeyer, 1933),18,27,28. ’
4 ’ ) ~pa
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Kirchenzeitung,’however, one gets.the impression that the "German

Christians" had more in common ﬁiﬁh the '"mational Protes}ants” of
s
v

World War I than with the Liberal theologians. '

In spite of the theoretical unwritten rule %hat historians
should remain purely objective, the ethical question of responsi-
bility cannot be avoided in this ccmparison. According to the French
philosopher'Julien Benda, theologians have the same responsibility
to society as do secular intellectuals:’ to protect "civilization"
‘by'depreciating the "iay passione" of their contemporaries and
extolling those "advantages which are beyond the material.”7 Benda,
in 1927, denounced the European intellectuals of the World VWar I
period for failing to live up to this responsibility, and castigated
the churchmen specifically for participating in this "treason of the
intellectuals":

[The Churchmeé], who for centuries have exhorted men at
> . least theoretically to deaden tlfe feeling of their differ-

ences in order to take cognizance of each other in the
divine essence which brings all men together, have now come
to praise them, according to where the sermon is giwen, for
their "fidelity to the French soul," for the "immutfability
of their German consciousness,'" for the "fervour of their

Italian hearts."8

_ The problem of the responsibility of the church in its rela- ~
tionship with the state and its existence within1the state, goes

back to the beginnings of Christianity. St. Paul addressed the

issue in the thirteentn: chapter of his letten to the Roman?, which

- — S,
"Benda,111. S : i p

Ibid.,65. | S N
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begins, "Let avery soul be subject unto the hirstier powers,
= -~
Although the established church--both Protestant ani Catholin--

has generally followed the trends ‘of the times, and has »rton

involved itself in politiecs in an un! ‘. lcal way, ®he Juos

the church's priq{ities has remained. The priority o

i3 God and the messice of the 3Bible, and that priority impli=zc

a responsibility. Martin Luther's assessment of that responci

was that obedience to God must take precedence over obedience tc

s 9 . B .
secular authorities. The Lutheran church, however, espsci

o

in times of crisis, tended to over-emphasize th= concept that

jol

.
L]
Ly

authority comes from God, and to extol the uuthoritarian s3tate,
withéﬁt remembering that Luther clearly set a 1imit o the 2uen
on that authority. Still, some theologians werse aware that ths
church had an important responsibility in the statae: ~
Denn wenn auch die Xirche mit der Politik selo

zU schaffen hat, so xann es ihr nicht glel
welche sittlichen oder unsittlichen Grund 2 in jener sur

0]

Geltung und Ausfilhrung kommen. Denn die Moral bildiet den
gcemeinsamen Boden fHr Staat und Kirche, und die Kirche ist ..
berufen, die Hilterin der Moral auch im Staatsleben zu sein.

e A e
It nas sometimes been argued that the responses of “he
9 o . .
See ”Von»wCltllcqar ODTIZIV* £, wi= weit 18T Jencrsan
schuldig sei,"” in~ uuuner,7.223 T4 .

: Generalsuperintendent Dibslius for zxample, allegedly
clalwed in an interview with Der Splﬂgﬂl that for him authority
had ceased in 1918, with the end of the monarchy. -

ll”Deutschland um Neujahr " :LKZ 9
My underlining. See also Inmels, ”Rrwog und 7
(7 May 1915):435. :




Gorman Protestant theologilans to World War I were mors M"noble™ ana

less irresponsible than those to the National Socialist regime and
12 L :

“the Second World War. The ch 1 itself took thi:z stance. The

German church did not admit to having behaved wrongly during World

War I, and did not issue any declarations to that =ffect after

pa

lQlB.i On thoAcontrary, in the post-war years, the Kirchenzeitun
raferred proudly to the patriotic stance of the church from 1914 to
1918. After World War II, however, the German church issued public

statements, such as the Stuttgart Declaration of October 1945, ex-

-

b .
pressing guilt for having shunned its responsibility and contribu-

ted to the suffering inflicted-on the world by Germany.

© Admittedly, the "German Christians" in the 1930s violated
the biblical message mofe flagrantly than had the VWorld War theolo-
gians. .While the theologians during the First World War had dis-
torted Christian theology in an attempt to accommodate it to the
problems of their day, the "German Christians" had undertaken what
amounted to the complete destruction of theology. Whét the theo-
logians of both 1914 and 1933 had in common, however, was that,
.like the other intellectuals of their times--and like those
intellectuals‘accuseq by Benda of htreason”;-they followed the

common trends of their nation. It was always only a few indivi-

duals, usually "outsiders" who were not part of the "establishment,
. i

12Bailey, for example, implies this on page 478.

13599 Gutteridge,293-4,229-301; Klessmann and Pingel,149;
Conway,332; and Herman,l137. One of the authors of this document was
Martin Niem8ller, himself a U-Boot commander in World War I, and one
of the most influential figures 'in the Confessing Church from its

- beginnings. B
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APPENDIX A

Biographical data on some important ficures jin this thesis;

. Barth, Karl. 1886-1968. Karl Barth, a Swiss pastor, became

i

well-known in theological circles with the publication of Der R#mer-

brief in 1918. He attacked liberal theology, which was very pre-

valent at the time, and founded a new dialectical theologyJﬂJBarth's
\ S
. ' }
teachings emphasized the power and mystery of God--the "totally
other”--ané condemed the German nationalism of the established

Lutheran church. Between 1923 and 1933, Barth expressed his views

in his journal, Zwischen den Zeiten. In 1933, he founded the journal

Theologische Zxistenz heute, which strongly opposed the emergent

"German Christians."  From 1921—25, Barth had been at the.University
of G8ttingen, as Profesgof of Reformed Theology. He had then spent
five years as Professor for Dogmatics and Exegisis of the New Testa-
ment in MiUnster, and, in 1930, had become Profsssor of 3ystematic
Theology in 3Bonn. 1In 1935, Barth was removed from the Bonn post,

for refusing to swear an oath of allegiance to Hitler. He then

returned to Basel and continued work on his multi-volume Kirchliche

v .

Dogmatik.

Bodelschwingh, Friedrich von. 1877-1946. Friedrich von

Bodelschwingh studied theology at Bonh, Basel, Tilbingen, and ‘Greifs-
wald. In 1910, he was chosen to succeed his father as the head of
the large church hospital and welfare center in Bethel bei Zielefeld.
Westpha;ia. Bodelschwingﬂ devoted nimself to the improvement and

o
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expansion of the center, which specialiged, amon;s obher thingss

! y in
fhe care of epilepties. On 27 May 1933, Sodelsehwin:-h was chosen
by the representatives of the Landesgirchen tc be the first 2eioh. -
Eischof. Due to the instaliment of August JHgerias Staatsxommissar

P_J
]
Q

for the zvangelical Church in Prussia, however, ZSods hwingn

unavle to fulfill his mandate in this pesition. He resizned 1:

than one nonth after he had been appcinted. Bodelschwingh was
an outspoxen opponent of the Jational Socialista' euthanasia ¢

gram, and refused to relinquish any of “he patients n his ins

tution %o the government authorities.

at THbingen and 3erlin, and was *he university chaplain in Zeriin
from 1931 %o 1933. From 1233 until 1935, he was vastor of a German
Lutheran church in London. Zonhoeffar returned to Germany to be
director of the illegal seminary of the Confessing Church in
Finkenwalde. He became invelved in the resistsnce novement and thne
plot to assassinate ﬁitler on 20 July 1944, 2oni~2ffer was arrsss.
in 1943, and éubsequently executed in April 1403,

Dibelius, Friedrich Karl Otto.“1880-1967. After eighteen

+ 275 in the ministry, Otto Dibelius was aprointed -General Super-

intendent of the Priussian church, in 1224, He was dismissed in

1933, and becane a leading figure in ‘he Confessing Church.



Dibelius opposed state interference in the affairs of the church,
and resisted attempts to "co-ordinate" Chri.tianity and National
Spcialism. After the war, he was named Bishop of Berlin-Branden-
burg in the east zone, and.in 1954 became the first German presi-
dent of the World Council of Churches. In 1960, ﬁihelius became

persona non grata in Bast Germany for disputing the right of the

government there to be considered an "authority" for Christians.

Ihmels, Ludwig. 1858-1933. After studying theology in

Leipzig, Frlangen and G8ttingen, Luing’Ihmels served as a pastor,
and then as principal of the seminary at Loccum. In 1898 he
accepted a post in Zrlangen as Professor of Systematic Thenlogy,
and four years later he moved to the Uni;ersity of Leipzig., Ihmels

was a leading representative of the school of Offenbarungstheolocie.

This school of theology focussed on the revelations of God as recor-
ded in the Bible. God's revelations are understood, not simply as
ways to teach a lesson, but rather as means of describing the fact

that dod, through Jesus Christ, interacts with, and moves among,

human beings. In 1922, Ihmels became, the Landesbischof of the

church in Saxony.

Jdger, August. 1887-1949. August Jdger, a lawyer, joined

the NSDAP in early 1933. In June of that vear, he was aprointed

Staatskommissar of the Prussian Protestant Church, but was removed

from that post the following month. Between 1933 and 1939, Jdger



held a series of pouts in the National Socialist hierarchy. In

.

1938 he withdrew officlally from the church, and in 1939 he becane

Adpinistrator and Deputy Governor of Wartheguu. In 1945 JHger was

delivered to the Poles and sentenced to hanging. Bishop Dibelius
submitted a plea for mercy to the Polish government on Jlger's

behalf, but the sentence was not repealad.

Kerrl, Hanns. 1887-1941. Hanns Kerrl joined tHe NSDAP in 1925,
‘and in 1932 became the first Hational Sociaiist President of the
Prussian Landtag. He was the Prussian Minister of Justice in Harch
and April 1933. While in this post, Xerrl was responsible for
banniﬁg‘Jewish lawyers froﬁ practise in Prussia. In November 1933,
Kerrl was elected to the Reichstag, and' was nauned Minister without
portfolio in 1934; 1In 1935 Kerrl, a sympatﬁizer of the "German

Christians," was appeointed Minister for Church Affairs. For all

intents and purposes, Xerrl's appointment rendered Reichabischef

Miller superfluous. Miller, howéver, was not asked to step down.
Kerrl attempted to b}in ‘ne spirifual and pastoral functions of
the Protestant church unusr - :vernment control, and thus ar&used
the opposition of many Protestant theologians.

N

Laible, Wilhelm. 1856-? Wilhelm Laible, a Leipzig pastor,

was the editor of the Allgemeine Svangelisch- Lutherische Kirchen-
zeitung throughout the years 1914 to 1941. Although Laible Held
this important position for such a long time, there is very little

biographical information available on him.
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Meiser, Hans Oswald. lB%}—l956, After serving for many
, r
years as a pastor in Munich, Hans Meiser was elected Landesbischof

~of Bavaria, in 1933. Meiser‘oppoéed National Socialisthﬁterven-
tion in the affairs of the church, and was a couragecus spokesman

3
for pcclésiastical independence.. ‘In Octdber 1934; he was arrested
and dismissed from his post, but the staunch'support of the Bavarian
Church, and the massdemenstratioms held in his févor, convinced
the government to reinsta;e him. Meiser wasjinstrumental in main-.
taining the Bavarian Church as one of the few "intact" churches,

throughout the years of National Socialist rule, and in making

. Bavaria one of the pillars of the Confessing Church.

Mﬂlleg; Ludwig.* 1883-1946. During World War I, Ludwig

Miiller served as a Navy chaplain in Flanders and Turkey. In 1926,
he was stationed to the Military District of K¥nigsberg, and in
1933, he became Hitler's plenipotentiary for questions concerning

the Protestant qhurch. Miller was "elected" Reichsbischof on

23 July 1933, one month gfter‘Bodelschwingh'é resignation. - He

tried to organize German Protestants against the Cénfessing C%Prch,
but met with lit%le s;ccess. Tﬁe NSDAP did not consistently sppport
Mﬂller, and his influence declined rapidly. Milller became a mar-,

ginal figure after 1935, and committed suicide in Berlin in March 1946. (

N ~—

Niem8ller, Martin. 1892-1984., Martin NiemBller was awarded

’ s . 0 . . ‘( -
Pour le Merite for his achievements as a submarine commander during

World War I. After the war, he studied theoclogy and worked for the

“Inner Mission in Westphalia from 1924 to 1931. From 1931 qnfil his



arrast in 1937, he was the pastor cof the Berlin-Danlem Church.
Origirally, Niemdller had welcomed National Socialism as a national

revival, but by early 1934, he had become disillusioned. He ppog et

the attemnts of the National Socialists and the "German Chris
to suboriinatc the church to the state, and to impose Hazi ideology

on the church. He founded the Pfarrernotbund in 1235 %o nhelp pr -

rels inteérvention into chure:n

tect pastorsvvictimized oy bthe ngw rez
affairs, and by tiie imposition of the Aryan Clause on the church.
llem8ller was a central figure in the Confessing Church, which, by
May 1934, had attracted 7000 pastors. Hitler ordered Niem#ller's
arrest in 1937, and in 1938, he was foundﬁguilty‘of subversive

. o)
attacks against the state. He was released, but subsequently re-

arrested. .For the next seven years, Hiemdller was held in custody.
After the war, JiemBller was elected the Frezident of the Protestant
Church in Hesse and Nassau.

Wurm, Theophil. 1868-1953. After many years in the ministry
3 VAN . : 5

in Wirttemberg, Theophil Wurm was apvointed Presiden®t of the

Wirttemberg Cnurch in 1929. .In 1933, he took the title' Landesbischof.
de was dismissed in 1934, but, like Bishop Meiser of Bavaria, was

reinstated. Wurm held the Wirttemberg Church together until the
B 4 . '
end of Ifhe war. Throughout the years of the la

rule, Wurm repeatedly protested the inhumanity of the state, and

its atrocities against Jews, Poles, and viectims of i%s suthanasia

‘program. In 1945, Wurm was chosen as chairman of the rebuilt

i

- Bvangelical Church in Germany. urm warned th
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war againgt being destructively accusatory and revengeful towards

Germany, and opposed the collective guilt ideas of the Aliied-Powers.

Zoellner, Wilhelm. 1860-1937. 1In 1905 Wilhelm Zoellner

became the General Superintendent of the church in Westphalia.

In 1935, Reichsminister Kerrl instituted an "Eccelsiastical

for the Reich" (Reichskirchenausschuss) and a similar committee for

Prussia. Zoellner was appointed chairman of the Reichskirchenausschuss.
Bedaus% Zoellnef was moderate, well-respectea in’ the éhurch, and
willing to compromise, it was hoped that he would help briﬁ% about

a peacefql solution to the church struégle. Thése hopes proved
ill—founded; state and poiiée interference in the ”Ecciesiastical
ACommitpees” rendered them virtually ineffective. For many Germans,
Zoellner's failure to effect a reconciliation in the church struggle

was the final indication that éompfomise and codperation between-

the church and the National Socialist state were not possible.
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Tiv= German Protestant

IR
L.

wologians and she Questiom of Regishine:s:

It is impossible to study the reactions of the German Prorec-

3 e 4 - Sien 4 -
gime without ehmlron-

tant theologians to the dational Socinlist r

$

bing tne issue of resistance. To what extent can it be sail taas
the Protestan® church "resisted" dational Socialism? Did tn=

theologians orffer political resistance to the state, as well as

objecting to its =cclesiastical policies and opposing tHe hersti-al

o

perversions of Cnristianity which stemmed from National .Socialic

ideology? The way tl 4orman theologians dealt with these jues-
AT J ‘ !
.tions after the war had a profound effect on the church's D=T2ED -

ion of itself, and its place - in socis=tw.

here are many problems innerent in' 1 discussion of the

o
T
"resistance" offered by the theologians to National Socialiszrm.

what, after all, constitutes resistance? Must it be thrilling, .

neroic, and sensational to be valid or even effective® Does one

‘have to be martyred to prove ocne's sincerity? ‘What about the

resistance of an individual such as Bishop Otto Dibelius?

Ditelius was a nationalist politically =znd a conservdtive secially,

o

out ?F refused to recognize the morally canirup® laticna

Socialist regime as an authority for Christians. Later ne bHoox
the same stance to. rds the government of Zast Germany. Even

the zctions of Wilhelm Laible, tine editor - the Allcenmeine

Zvangelisch- Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, while not necessarily

characterized

$%

o)

r cutstanding courage and insizht, constituisd B

=
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1 forﬁ of resistance, Laible continued publishing'the Kirchen-
zeibung, despite constant pressure and increésing iﬁterférence,
unﬁil 1941, when virtually all church publicaticnes weré forbidden.
e strove to preserve some médicum of independence for the
Luthéranljournal, even if it was only to assert its own right

to existence. Surely even that modest affirmation of ecclesias-

tical autbnomy was a statement of rec stance to the National

Socialist‘regime.
To the totalitarian regime, even such hesitant assertions
of independeﬁce represented a fault in thé system, and had to be
energetically Quashed. ‘This paranocia, and the efficiency and
brutality with which the National Socialists decimated their
opponents, made overt resistance practically impossigle. Once
the machinery cof the totalitarianlstate was in motion,‘resistance,
even where it existed, cbuid not be organized on a large scale.
Without acceés to information, or opportunity to meet, to discuss;
and to publish, it wes extremely difficult. to éoordinate any
resistance movement. .

The theologians, moreover, were called to a spiritual

m{nistry. It would be a major leap from their usual sphere;df
involver 1t to active political defiance. It was also a step
whjch-sbme church hierarghies stili discourage‘their clergy Irom
-taking,.preciéeiy becéuse they peréeive a conflict Between
ecclesiastical and political involvemenf., Christianity, in_épite

of its ”practicalﬁ eiements, is, after all, an "other-worldly"’

religicn. lIt focuses on God, on abstrac@ spiritual‘values, and

)

g



on life after Jeath. Both Jesus and Paul preached obediencs to
the state and in their own lives lived at peaced with
o

authorities, as nuch as possible. Many of the German Protestant

b
N

4

theologians did ultimatgly make the move from spiritual leader te
volitical critic or even acti&ist, but it must be wept in mind
that, in doing so, they were defying centuries of tradition.

The theologians had an additional concern; it was their
responsibility to preservé and protect the church as an insti-
tution. Most theologians would reject any férm of resistgnce
which would jeopardize the future‘existence of the German church.
Church leaders had, no doubt, leérned from the fate of the
Communists what happenéd to groups who were viewed 45 esnemiss by

tne Mational Socialist state.

Additional factors complicate a study of the German Protestant

]

rere is,

O

theologians and their resistance to National Sccialisn.

stance

e

for obvious reasons, a shortage of information on the res

R . L o
activities cf theologians. Sermons and prayers are rarely'pub-

v

lished anyways, and certainly subversive material would not be

<t

recorded in timec when its discovery might cost the 1ife of the
author. Similarly, records are not kept of =meetings or lnformgf

encounters where pclitical-theological discussion must have \\ .
s . ' |

occurred. To the student of German history, fort; years after

World War II, therefore, there is much rocm for conjecture and

speculation regarding the theclogians .3 resistance,.

The greatest obstacle to an understanding of ths resistance



P

of the théologians, however, is the biased wisdom of hindsigh%.

After all, %t is easy to berate the theologians for tﬁeir

obtusencss, their racism, and their‘politicalnnaivetg, when one

Sité securely distant from the event, both geographically and _
time-wise. It is difficult not to become frustrated with the |
theologians, or-tolsubject them to unfair criticism.. As eduéatéd

men; supposedly possessing added insight and moral strength

because ‘of their Christian convictions, how could they.not have -
foreseen the impending_disaster? How could they, in other words,

not have recognized in 1933, what we knoﬁ now about the logical

outcome of Nétionéi Socialism? Eyén Kari Barth, whq recognized

very early the dangers of the new regime, and who spoke.out
unequi?ocally-against Natiopal Socialisn, did so, for_ﬁhe mosf

part, from his home in Switzerland.

One cannot deny that the Prétestant church,'and the Protes-
tant theologians, could have——aﬁd‘should Have-;done moré to
prevent the hideﬁus crimes against humanity committed in the
' National Socialist state. German church leade}s themselves.
were quick to acknowledge their’burdeh of guilt.' Still,- there
'is cne incontrovertible fact which confirms that the Protestant
'bhurch.did indeed effectively resist the Nationeal ‘Socialist state. .
In sﬁite'of ite ghortcomiﬁgé and the human weékneés of its
representativeé, the church survived. Thfoughqut the years of_'

Nazi rule, the church was the oniy organization to successfully

defy National Socialist control. The Confessing Church became
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