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_ .Abstract
This‘tBeSis def{nes a single mode of production for the
'Sema? ﬁéfﬁ'bf‘PeﬁinQLiar Malayéiai Tﬁe Semag Beri are a
group of'hunteps and gatberers who have&!eén recently
resettled by the Malaysia Governmggg, Although réqdifed to
‘make Kg% Kucing their-permanént'home, they.st@ll‘engagé in a
foraging economy. This economy is chafacterized:by two
dominant typeéiof production; production for use
k&ubsistence production) and productionbfar exchange
T(commodity pfoduction). Other types of prOduction‘ére
. ‘ ‘ ] , R
sometimes engaged in;&such as rice agriculture, gardening,
_animal hu;bandry and rUbber pnoduetiog, but these
. éctivityies are ;ery sporadic and not considered
'significant. The thesis describes the forces and relations
of prqduétion that are associated with each production
| ‘ , .

enterprise. It‘is arguethhat production in terms of the
fofcés of production is identical in both of these
enterprises. In'terms of the relatioﬁs of produqtidn‘that
are.gssociated'with each of these enterprises iﬁ is;Show%; -
that for é variety of reasons“capitélist relatiéns do not
‘dominéte'in of objects oélpféduction the'produétion,
distribution,oexchange’aﬁdwcogsumption‘of objects of
production. It is afgﬁéd théi the relations pf production
that dominate in subsistence production also order and
determine the distribution, exchange, and consumption of
commodities or their exchange value. This is so for a
variéty of reasons. First the»foréeS'of‘productibn which

¥

-

.



include the division of labour, tools, techhdIogy, as well
as the land and'resources are'similérjbetwegn the production

of commodltles and the productlon,of sub51stence. This

\.

compat1b111ty requ1res no major reorlentatlon of the.Semagq

Beri's eoohomic production, Secondly, the relations of
production assooiated with subsistence production are shown

to domlnate the organlzatlon, d1str1butlon, exchange, “and’

&

consumption of the value -Joduced by exchanging commodities

g

with the capitalist Syste ; ﬁn conElusion, it is suggested .

that the productlon of commod1t1es is compatlble with the
productlon and reproductlon of the social formatlon of the

o

Semaq Beri.
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) | I. Introduction _
_The ethnographlc data presente here is‘a”product»of
. fieldwork- conducted w1th the SImaq Ber1 of Sunga1 Kucing,
»Ulu Tembeling in the State of Pahang, Malaysia. (see.flgure
1) Fieldwork was jointlyAundertaken by my~co-worker:Danielle
Seguin,:myself and‘our daughter.-We began our fielduork'in
November of 1981‘and with the excebtlon of br1ef perlods,
we lived more or less contlnuously w1th the Semaq Ber1 until
'_February of 1988 At the time of our f1eldwork very l1tt1e‘
" was known about ﬁhe Semaq Ber1 and no fleld work ‘had been
‘conducted w1th the Semaq Ber1 in the upper Tembellng r1ver
system., The data collected was by pa.t1c1pant observatlon‘
and 1nformal 1nformant 1nterv1ews conducted by myself and my
co- worker.»A certain d1v151on of labour ih data collectxon,vf
"imposed by cultural norms of relations between the\sexes,
determined that my informants were for'the most partsmen
w?ile‘myvco;worker's informants were women |
| , Tradltlonally the Semaq Ber1 of this area are nomadhc
hunters and gatherers.‘* Accordlng-to 1nformants small bands
of Semaq Ber1 would camp for a week or so and longer durlng
several festlval perlods (flood season, honey and fru1t

-—__—...___......__.____.__

. ‘In’ 1964., the government 1n it's attempt to remove these
people from the influence of the communist insurgents,
resettled them at Kampong Sungar Kucing providing itinerent
medical aid, and in the mid 70's a teacher. The Semaq Beri
: areoreqUired by the government to reside in the
- resettlement, but they spend'a great deal-of their tjme in
the rainforest, -returning to the resettlement for short
perlods every- month or so. The elderly and school age
chlldren (ages 6-12) remain in the village during the school
year. Trips, however, are often organized around the sch ’
year to allow the chlldren to accompany the adults to the
_ralnforest. . %
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» season, and bansal cerémonies) ‘Bands come together for

oY .
{

these festlvals, but- also to trade, visit ~and to look for
‘mates. Durmng these tlmes temporary macro-bands form and may
remain together for~per10ds up to several~months during the
fruit season or durlng the sprlng bansal may remain only o
seven daysvé before qu1ckly breaking camp. The comp051t10n
of the ‘bands’ that spllt off from these macro-bands 1s not
necessarlly the same as . those that came. together or1g1nally
New marrlage partners or other fam111es may attatch
themselves to the or1g1nal group The larger macro- band N
represents the pool of potent1a1 mates and relatlves wh1ch
form the smaller bands. There are many such macro-bands that
form‘trom‘trme to time for a variety of re;sons. TheSe‘
maoro:bands«may‘alsO‘include other Orang Asli groups and.
’oftenitheyjyill‘intermarry; The groups,that splét;off from
the temporary‘macro-band uill be associf

figure.

In the'resettelmeﬂt'of th Kucing;bwhegebmost of the
“dataswas collectedglthere are several bands. They éreveasily
'distinguishabte by the manner in which theybsituate their>
houses and build fences around each group.

Task groups‘usually draw their members from their ovn
. bang, but on larger subsistence'foraps, and commodity_
'gathering tripsv(usually undertaken by men for a week or'sod

'ZTherQ'ls a taboo period that the group that part1c1pated in
‘the ceremonies in the ceremonial house cannot spllt apart
for a period of not less than seven days. This 'is one of the
only times that I heard of rules enforcing macro- band
ctohesion.

y -



at a time), the groups are larger and are drawn from the
larger population of the resettlement - the modern
'macro—band'. As a‘rulevone or two of the bacds may be in
the- settlement at any.one time, while the rest of the bands
jmay be‘variously collecting rainforest produce for sale,
visiting relatives, or out on hunting, fishing trips. “
Ourufamily was incorporated lnto the band associated :
withfthe headman‘(batin).lThis‘man and his band‘mgmﬁers were

the first to settle in the new settlement and after several

‘years, through government encouragement, several other bands.

‘made Sg. Kuching their base camp. The government appointed
him headman which caused some tension with other bands
living there.

Leaders ‘have very 1ittle authority ( in the Weberian

¢

sense of domination) w1th the exception of the ablllty to
levy f1nes (but not to collect them) and mediate dlsp?tes.

Leaders are elected' to fill this role by "how many feet'
o

will follow' him or her. * People for the most part vote
3The Semaq Ber1 ‘are known in the literature and 5; other
Orang A511 groups as the only group that have fémale
leaders. ire were ceptral women in the village that we
were 11v1ng in. One had two husbands from two different
generations, a marriage forb1dden by the Semag Beri and

5~commented on on several occasions. Another appeared to have

a group formed -around her (she was overshadowed a bit by her
brother who was the batin, my adopted fathér) This woman
.exercised some 'authority" over me, on occa51on which, as a

- rule, was not done by anyone else.

One. acknowledged female batin was from a group of Semag
_Beri from Ulu Dungun, Trengannu. We had the opportunity to .
visit this group .for a short period of time when they were
v151t1ng the Ulu Sepla band. The occas1on of the visit was
to part1c1pate in a bansal. ceremony/undertaken sometimes
just prior to the flood season. The female batin and her
~group were visiting from several days journey through the
rainforest. She was addressed as batin, and was blind. She’

'



uWith their feet.A |
The research that I conducted concentrated on the
economy of the.Semaqg Beri. Most of the data collected was
‘from participant observation with the band that we were
associated with. For the most part, we lived and worked with

the band associated with the batin. When they moved we //j( J

. . : & / S

travelled with them.

Purpose
The purpose of this thesis is to outline the mode of
production of the Semaqg Beri, i.e. to analyse the forces and

‘relations of production associated with®specific production
) ) i . ~. ) . | I
enterprises. *.Once thHe forces and relations of production
.
are identified in each of the production enterprises I will

3(cont d) was a hala' (shaman) but the hala} in our group
seemed unafraid of her, which is often the mark of. a
powerful hala'. Our group stayed for only five days and I
didn't have much time to 'interview' her. We met her again
at a rattan collecting camp and she was actively involved in
trading with a few members of our group before we moved on.’
I was unfortunately unable to determine the source of her
‘influence, but at the same t1me I vk unable to determine
the source of any of the male bat in®® influence either.
_ *The concept of production enterprises is defined by the
forces of production: labour, primarily composition and
organization; tools, including their embodied social
relations; and the resource, which is the goal of the’
entetprise. Production enterprises are undertaken to secure
subsistence (or commodities) and are goal-oriented and
‘temporary work groups. Terray makes .the mistake of
identifing production enterprises as distinct modes of
production in his analysis (Terray:1972). This confounds the.
distinction between the forces of production and relations
of production associated with certain production :
enterprises., Terray's error is that he treats division of
labour as relations of production, which is antithetical to
Marxs' intention. (See Hindess and Hirst, 1975; Miellasoux, -
1981; and Godelier 1977 for critical comments on Terray's
conception of mode of production.)



. compare the fit between two production enterpr}sesEr"

subsistence production and commodity production. My argument

~will be Based on an -analysis ofﬁfhe relations of production

that are identified in.the pgoduction, distributidn,
exchange, and consumption of”gccds.‘ | \

This thesis argues that the kind of commodity
production\that the‘Semaqueri engage in is weli'articuiated

with their subsistence economy.. It discusses the features of

this articulation from a mode of production peﬁspectgve,

- : e
-« - ]

which includes an analysis of the specific forces and
relations &f production associatedfwith each prodhction
enterprise. ® Objects produced'for exchange wrthin the
subsistence mode of productkon are_not objecrs.of exchange
in-a 'market economy'’ ;ense. Whereas\the'exchange of
commodities is individual momentary, and equal or unequal
(as the case may be) other objects are exchanged or rather
_dlstrlbuted for other: reasons or on a dlfferent h\\i\ (for
vexample the manner in which some objeqts such as bloj;;zﬁhy
or haskefe'are exchanged);‘The transfer of objects, what
could.be cailed loosely an exchange of object, is inireality
two separate acts. These exchanges would be better
‘characterized as distributions.-Commensurability,or
equivilence does not describe these kinds of exchanges It
.1s argued that there is a high degree of compat1b111ty

between the two types ef production enterprlses (productlon

..d._..____—.____.—__-—_._

e
Lfor exchange and production for\\ee in terms of the forces

5T am suggestlng here“FThat the so-called 'natural economy'
(Bradby 1975) does not exclude productidn for exchange.

\ R . v -
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of.producfidh'brougﬁt to bear on the enterpris?s and in the
reIationé of production that'qrder’the_exchahge, ‘
‘distribution and consumption of the objects of préduction.
Thelprodﬁétion ofA¢ommodi£ies is dependéht on the production
~of subsistence goods and the Semoq Beri are.eXploited'byrthe
mefchahts at‘thfs level. At the same time, iﬁ wili be
ardhed;‘thevéxchange of commodities dées not provide a
fsignificgnt amount of their sybsistence needs, ﬁhat is ;hef
do hot ;exchangé in ordef to Subsist;. However mefchanf
capital is not without it:s effect. It is concluded that’ 
althoﬁgh‘there ié a high degree of compatibility between ,
production for eichange ana pfoduct@on forvuéé;:this does
‘not mean they are»harmbnious relétions; On fhé contrary,
merchant capital tends to Bolster,andjmaintain those.
specific relations of production that obtain in the
subsistenée‘sectorvat the cost'of'other relations ‘that are
part of the whéle,social fdrmétio; (ritual, kinship etc.).
In this sense there is a dual action by mefchantl@ﬁ
capital oh pre-capitaiist,QOCieties. On'éne hand,‘the\
excﬂange between mefchaﬁts and‘prqducers puts an increased -
traditibnal exchange networks.

, , ~
.bolstering their social relations by the sheer quantity of

amount of goods into the

exchanges. Mechanisms to prevent accumulation of ‘the

product, such as sanctionsfagainst hording and positive

v -

rewards for re-distributing, exist to ensure a particular
. . - , ‘ ‘,’ . O - .
form of access to the surplus labour of other members Jf the

society. These mechanisms also prevent-accumulation of the
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product for the purpose ofother'forms of reproduction
(Speciflcally capitalist relations). On the other hand,
certain relatlons arevbolstered at the expense|of other-
kinds of relations'(ritual'relations, or inter nd
relatlons)‘. B '

Thus the,effect of producing for exchange is\two—fold.
on one hand, it provides material for the maintendnce of
relat1ons of productlon, not only do people exchange more,.
they also engage in productlon more and produce more. On the
other hand, it potentlally sets the stage for a different
form of productlon- exchanglhg with merchants in order to
subsist. d e

It is shown that the’ soc1al relatlons that are

approprlate to the sub51stence sector order and dominate the

product1on of commod1t1es. Products must be exchanged
however, and the actual exchange of the product is
determinedrby market relations. Although the.commodities
collected haVe (at least in the}quantityvcollected) no use

value, when converted into use- values they fall into

i

generallzed patterns of rec1proemty;(punun,k1oy).

It is not that these relat1ons cease 'to exist; they are as
integral as those relations merchant capital bolster, ‘but
they are not as much on the forefront. This has a tendency
to distort -the social structure and plays on contradictions
in Semaqg Beri society by reducing the inter- dependence_

6

- between members of the society. ¢

’In a spec1es diversified environment restrlctlng access to
territory is an impossible task. However, in an environment
that..has little diversity such as the environment exploited
by North American Indians, people bound1ng and controll1ng
access to particular ecological niches 1s far easier, but
also at tlmes more necessary.

a



The impact of cohmodity proau;tion is assessed with
reference to two features of a mode Qgﬁgroduction,'ﬁhat is
the ways and means of ensuring'accesé to @@g means of
‘production and the mode of apprdpriatioh o£vsurp1us labour.

The reproduction of the relations of production‘is //
crucial for thé maintenance of the structure éf the social
formation of the Semag Beri. It is argued that the
repfodué;ion of the relations of production is dependent on
the subsisfence enterprisés.and that the disruption.of‘
gubsistence production is the place to begin an analysis of
social cﬁange. The reproduction of relations of production
depends on subsisteqcé production and in the 'last instance'’
the destruction of subsistence production is the death nell
of the system. ‘

The logic of capitalism and capitalist pene;ration is
to make the market the mediator of exchange and
distribution; to contrqi not only,the exchange of gobds but'
the pfoduction of themfaléo,_and‘to fihally make. human
labour a commodity mediated by the%market. The road to this
"domination by capitalism is\resisted by the structure of
many prelcapitalist sociéllformations}_that is thé structure
of rélations,existing between pefsoﬁé in ﬁraditionél society
where capltallsm and the market are not domlnant '.The |

—— ol - ——— i — — o —

* Merchant capital or the action of merchant capltal (excuse
the reification), based 4s . jt is on a ‘'traditional' mode of
production,is unable to transform that mode of production.’

It is this moéde of production that must be destroyed in
order to integrate people into capitalist relations. This is
often done in a violent way (see Rey:13875). For the Semog
Beri attacks on subsistence production have been mounted by
government agencies first by resettlement and then forc1ng



'Uftask, then,‘is to describe the mode of production of the
‘M-Semaq Beri as it exists today in'order to show the
fortuitous fit between production for use and production for
exchange in their economy. Following this some criticisms of
Marxist thought on the articulation of @Qges of production
will offered. A review of the relevent ;hthropological
literature concerning the impact of commodity production

will also be addreséed in this chapter. Particular emphasis

will be placed on the situation in North America.

*(cont'd) new subsistence techniques (rice, agriculture,
animal husbandry) on them, while actively discouraging “
foraging activity in the rainforest.

’
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Environment ;

The Orang Asli inhabit a rain forest envifonhent, which
covers about 85% of the land (Ooi 1963). The Semoq Berﬁ
expfoit what is known as lowland rain forest which covers
roughly 60% of Malaysia, and submontane which covers about
10%. °
Flora

The lowland rainforest is composed of thousands of
species of trees '° , shrubs, herbs, and woody climbers. The
upper story is about 100' to 150° high though trees,
particularly the 'gul' tree or bee tree (Koompassia
excelsa), grow to 200' or more. The upper storey ié usually
represented by Dipterocarps (50%). The main storey about 70
tb'jOO feet from the grouhd forms a continuous canopy and is
chardcterized mainiy by the families Burseraceae,
Gulliferae, Myresticae, Myrtaceae and Popotaceae. The
understory consists of saplings of the other two upper
storeys with members of such familiés as Annonaceae,
Euphorbrgceae,. Flacourticeae, and Rubiacéae. The density of
this layer varies from unpenratable to open.

The vegetation on higher hills, (submontané) is much

less homogeneous than that of the lowlands. The four major

*According to a 1969 Jabatan Ehwal Orang Asli survey,
approximately 60% of the Orang Asli livein the deep
rainforest, others live in rur but accessible areas. They
practice a variety of subsistence economics including
hunting gathering,swidden horticulture, wet rice cultivation
and marine economics. _

‘® Usually up to one hundred different species with a girth
of more than one foot are found to the acre (Wyatt Smith,
1964:203-204)



&

forest types are Hill Diptercarps, Upper Dipterocarpes,
Montane Oak and Montane Eriéqceous. The forest floor is
relatively open and forest litter thicker than lowland
types.

. An idea of the 5???1?5 divets}ty can be obtained from
Burkill's Dictionary o;t““' Ebbnomic Products of the Malay
Peninsula (Burkill, 1966). Burkhill estimates that 92% of
the text is devoted to botanigal products and lists 1,751
botanical genera. Corner estimates that there are "between
8,000 and 9,000 species of flowering plants in Malaya and
this excludes ... ferns,”lichens, and fungi and‘so on" (1952
" preface p.1) . About 5% of these have been introduced to
Malaysia and a small part of the species total represents‘
éxclusively strand or coastal vegetation.

There aré an enormous number of harvestable botanical
species, which are distributed widely throughout the
rainforest environment. Thus, the ecology is highly diverse
with many species represented, and few micro-environmental
niches. This is ih contrast to other environments that
hunter-gatherer group exploit such as the forests of
temperate climates whichlhave 1owvdiversity and many more
specialized eéOlogical niches.

Fauna %

{

The fau@%l diigrsipy of the Malayan rain forest is as

great as the plant d}versity (Dunn, 1975:39). 575 species of

birds are re§dfded (75% resident) (Medway, 1965). Bird




recorded from several tracts by Mclure (1969).

There are 206 species of mammals in Malaysia (Medway,
1978). Bats, rodents and carnivores (Chiroptera,*Rodéntia,
Carnivora) represent 83% of all the mammals. There is
}relativciy little segretation ecologically or“altitudinally.
Medway (1978;xiv) estimates biomass per'gcre to.be 4-6 kg.
Most Malayan mammals are creatures of the forest and like
the birds are distributed vertically. Féw mammals excéﬁt\the

ungulates and some rats normally reside on the forest floor. .

Other vertebrates in Malaysia include some 129 species of

snakes, (Tweedie 1957), 100 species of reptiles, ‘50
amphibians, and about 200 species of fresh water fishes
(Tweedie and Harrison ng4). |
There also existg&@any thousands of species of
invertabrates important to man such as pésts,'or food
sources (crabs, snails, mollusks, prawns, bees, and
beetles). T
Climate
Pahang, the state wefe th%s research took place, is, as ;
is common with other states in Malaysia,‘a river basin. All
rivers in this state drain into the Pahang rjvervwhich is
fed by the Jelai (and Lepis5 in the western section and the
Tembling and its tributa:ies in the east. Lesser fiver
systems to the north are the Kelantén and south of the
Pahang river the Bebir;_Rompin,,and‘Endau rivers‘which a1l

‘drain into the South China Sea (see Figure 1).
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especially the Tembling were impo{tant lines of

' ' 14
A ’ %
s
It has a warm humid climate with average temperatures

between 77.4 F. at Kuala Lumpdr to 81.3 F. degrea& for

- Betong. Annual temperature varlatlons are sllght with

I3

exception of daily varlatlon in areas asoc1ated with
altitude. Average rainfall is between 80,28 inches for
Temerioh and 127.35 inches for the coast of Pahang. From
Decembef to Janﬁary,the north-east m;nsoons bring heavy
rains and many r1vers are subject to flooding. The Tombllng
is capable of rxslng several feet in a matéer of hours and
in periods of heavy rainfall as much as 120 feet in 1926
(Cant, 1973:115-118)

Periodic floods carry large amounts of silzkdown river,
buring the dry season shoals created bnylooding make river
navigation difficult if not .impossible in'thq,upber reaches
of the Tembling River. However, the Paﬂang, Jelai and

et

communication and transport.

Soiis
The soils which are important foEJMal;§ agriculture are

low humic gley soils which occur close to:the coast énd are

associated with alluvial soils. In the area of study (see

Figure 2) lethosols and shallow latosols which are
2 I¢) c . 7

unsuitable for agriculture predominate. Shallow red and
yellow latoSols and pozols can-suppbrt permenant tree crops

such as rubber, banana, fruit tree, etc. The soil depletion

[ 4

from shifting cultivation is very rapid and after a second

!
4 4

or third season most.attempts are abandoned.

.‘oo
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 FIGURE 2: STUDY AREA IN DETAIL
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Regeneratlon after sh1ft1ng agrlculture takes. place

rapldly Normally after 5 or 6 years a thlck growth of

" shrubs is established. Belukar or secondary forest resembles

<&

a mature forest within about’ 25 years with thelexception of
the larger trees. Complete regeneration make" take as long as

several hundred years. - B .
] . . . .

Preh1story of Malay51a ‘ R %;

The archfologlcal record of prehistoric settlement in

¥ "

Peninsular Ma‘ «ija is sparse but prov1des ev1dence of four
cultural groups, two .0of these groups were stone age settlers
and two- appear to have been expatriate miners or traders who
brought a metal culture from the north. These people

e

.inhabited Malaysia in succe§§1ve waves. Evidence of the

earliest occupations comes from cave sites in states of

Perak, Pahang, Kelantan‘and Perlis, some well into the
interior.AUnfortunately much'evidence‘contalned in these
prehistoric cave sites has been lost"because of guano.
collecting activities.'l ' | e .
The Hoabinlans were the firet»to arrive around 11,000
years BP., and entered Pahang via 1nterlor waterways. They
were eSjéﬁfﬁally a hunting and gatherlng people who- used

flaked stone 1mplements and lived in limestone caves and

rock shelters.;Potter§»has been found{in’the top most layer%

" but it is unclear from .the literature (Dunn, 1964 : 119—122)

whether it was traded to Hoahinian»people'from contemporary

lowland farmers or that some shards of the broken pottery,
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. / i ' ' ‘ D
left on top of a/Hoabinian‘deposit by later 'Neolithic'
. / | '

people, had sqﬁehow wotked‘its way down into Hpabinian'
-deposits (Solhiem,~1980;'Dunn,'1964:121).,Peacock, (1967:
50) suggests that swidden agticultare may not have evolvea
-until much nearer 5, 000 BP at the beglnnlng of the
.'Neollthlc perlod.

There is ample evidence, however, of extensive trade
relations. Resips and marine moluscs have béen found in‘ﬁost
cave sites (Matthews 1961:8, Callenfels and Evans 1928:
153-156; Tweed&e 1936), at GolBa'it (Callenfels and Noone
(1940:122); Gua Mueang (Tweedie 1940:11) and Gua Cha .
(sieveking 1954-55:88) - | _‘ |

ﬁuring.nhe 5th.milleniumlBPAa Neolithic people
descended .through interior water&aye to settle along flood
piains of \interior rivers. (Dunn 1975,‘Theedie 19363;:They
,weteistill hea;ily @gpcndent on hunting fiehing and |
gather1ng but by 5, 000 BP root crops had assumed an
“1mportant place in their sub51stence\economy (Dunn 1964)

The habitation sites include caves but open habitation sites
were;certainly{used.~Coastal settlements are in evidence and
"Dunn suggests that they posseesed knoWledge;of boat“
building. '' These people were accomplished potters and
“/ragriculturalistS“but there'seehs to Pe some cultural complex

5 B
con%%nu1ty 1n the1r ceramics from Hoabj n1an tlmesf The

¢

llterature 1nd1cates that thlS early perlod.yas‘additive

rather than replacement by new peoples. There is as yet
"Preﬁhbly by 3,000 - 2 500 BP 1nterm1ttant Chlnese
merchants reached the Penlnsula.
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little evidence for merchant trading before 5,000 BP but
much direct apd indirebtﬁevidence for trade,witﬁin the
pqninsuléi(see}Dunn 1932%120—137).

During this time when Neolithic populatiohs were
occupying floéd plains of rivers, kwp waves of more
tecﬁnqugically'aeveIoped people moved®through the ihtérior
water ways of Kelantan and Pahang (Cant 1965:16). The first

" group came in the 1st century and brought bronze objects.
which have been disc3vered'in the“valley of the Tembling,
and Jehai rivers in Northern Pahang (Zoewenstien 1956:78).

" These people probébly éa@e as mihers‘or traders fékrthey |

'léff no evidepce;of-ﬁell established settlements.

| The second wave of people familiar with the use of iron’“
andﬁéngqging in extensive gold mining‘entefedﬂ£he interior

‘of Pahang towards th; end of th& st millenium (Loewenstien -
1962:5-78) . TheyAapparently came from Indiénized colgﬁies

which superceeded the Dodg—s'on Empire in the south of

_Cambodia (Sieveking, 1956:79-138).

History of Ethn&graphyvof Malaysia ‘  SR
fThe first~p9blished work on the époriginal péopLé of
qPéﬁéng is by Nicélas Von Miclucho-Maclay, a Russian |
i}ethndgraphe: who travelled through Pahang and Kélaétan in
1874j1875._He travelied thrdugh_what is;now the Negri
.Sembiléﬁ»ﬁhfdugb,Paﬁang via the Tembling River and into

. . N . ) ‘ e )
Kelantan by way of the Tahan River and Aring River.
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In southern Pahang he(met Semalai which he called Orang
' ﬁdtan ('rainfor;st people). Théy are almost certainly
Semalai from'comparison of the féw/gthnographic facts he
‘discusses énd my own knowledge of the Semalai language. He
provides a word list easily recognizablé as Southern Aslian .
”(1878a):44). |

He describes two kinds of Orang Asli, thé.Orang-
Sakai-liar and Orang Sakai-jinka (the wild and‘tame_Orahg
Asli). The former live nomadically and have little contact
with Malays while the bthéf group either works for Malays or
mediates ekEﬂaﬁges between the 'Orang Sakai liar' and
Malayéi Hé'listsugutta, rattan, different kinds of wood uséd
as incense, dammar, iQory, rhinoceros horns etc., which are
traded for parangs, cotton goods, salt, tobacco, seri,
‘gambir and food stuffs (rice). The so-called 'tame ones'
worked for Malays for short periods such as paddyi
hérvesting,vopening new plantations etc. Relations between’
Malajs ana the ‘wild ones' were decidedly hostile. And
according to’Maclay, Malays~cheét them in exchanges, and
steal their childfeh to keep or sell as slaves (1878b). >

Réferences.to Orang Asli up to the eve of_Britiéh
:administration-in.Pahang are sparse. Eviéeﬁée‘of a
pre-Malacean people of Pahang who occupied the“Tgmbling
river System is provided by irrigation works,‘min@ workings,
andupbttery (an. industry thét survives tbday at Kuala- ‘
Tembling). These people were gold, tinygnd ir;n miners

planting rice for shpsistence. They established settlements

!
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w
aStfar"ub the Tembling”AS Jeram Kuoi aqd Jong.Birlaboh.

During the early 1800s thelincésfigation of the
aﬁoriginal populations of peninsul$r Malayvia waS dominated
by the British and it was around ph;;—timé'that this
influeﬁce was being aggresively pursued by the éritish
colonial office. Explorétory military expeditions wefe the .
impetus for govérnment‘officiélg journeys ‘into thé interior
where they came;incontacE with the aboriginal éopulations.
There wefe also travellers, 1inguists,;ﬁd amateur
enthnogrgphers but moét reports were of a general nature.

Ea;ly fepqrts and investigations dealt with abofiginai
populations in Johore (Logén j847_a, b, ¢, 4, e; Take 1894;
Sewettenham 1894; Maxwell 1879; 1879; Machado A.D. 1902.);
in the Kedah/Perék area (Low 1850, b; Croix 1881; 1885; Wray
1894.) ; in Selangor,(Belaney, G.C. 1886; Campbell, J.A.
1887; Letessier 1892; Sheat 1895,‘1896; Doﬁglas 1897;:
Maxwell j897; Roe 18?7; SCottéw.D. 1897; Stonar O.F. 1897) -
and others of a more areal naturf/}Anderson 1850; Favre P,
18482rLow 1850); a considefagﬁe.amount of- work on Semang or
Negriﬁoes (Anderson 1824, 1850; Low 1850a; Earl 1853;vHunt
1861 a,b;'AhonymoUs‘1878; Maxwell 1878; Morgan 1896) and in
the state of Pahang (Kelsail.1894a)

In 1906 Skeats and Blagden conducted an exhaugtive
search of literature pertaining to the 'Pagén ﬁaces' of
Peninsular MalaYéia as well as field'éxpeditions financed by

Cambridge University. The resulting work, The Pagan~Réces of

the Malay Peninsular (1906), is a landmark in comparative |



anthropology of the aboriginal populations of Malaysia.
In Skeats' rec&ew of the l1terature he d1v1des the‘

w

sources into three categorles - a, b, c *ﬁ;agdgp pw x&y&—
and identifies three main stages of developmgnt Tﬁe ‘first
of these stages, from 1800—1850, contains no ‘name “of é
;syStematically traineafahthropologist': Of note are Sir
Stamford Raffles, William Ma;sdepa John Leyden, %o?n
Crawford; John Anderson, P.J. Beggée and LieutenantFNewbold{
The second period, from f850—18§0,[includes the wrifingvof
J. R. Logan whose work was consideredkasb"critiéal, accurate
and voluminous" (Blagden p. 440), Mikiucho Maclay whose.wdrk
is of interest to us but who eséeptially was a traveller and
an interested amateur ethnologist, and Montano de Morgan
together with P. Favre and P. Boui, two French Roman
Cﬁtholic'miésioharies. (See Blagden xxvi.) |

The th;rd‘period, between 1890 and 1906, wés‘ddminated
by government Officials such as Clifford (1886, 1991),
Leonard (1897) Wray‘(1894), Kelsall (1894), Machado (1902);
;énd Cerrutl (1904, 1906, 1908), as well as trained ‘
.anthroploglsts sucﬁsas Skeat, Blagden, and Armadale; This"
period was characterlzed by. Skeats as a turning point:

"During it' s course some of the most eminent

anthropologists of Europe, more especially ‘of

Germany have themselves either personally or through

their agents taken an active part in the ‘work of

ingquiry." (1906:vxi)

The voluminous work of VéUghn-StévenS‘presented sdme

problems for Skeat who doubted the veracity of his reports.

Rudolf Martin published 'in 1905 a momentous tome on the
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Orang Asli which is in many ways identical with Skeats and
Biagden's two volume- set. Hé»took great pains to follow‘up
Vaughn-Stevens' tracks but.chargeé him with a love of
exaggeration for its own sake (1905:170) but does admit that
some value may lie in the ‘yoluminbus communications' (p.
174) (see Endicott; Orang Asli Newsletter, 1985)
Skeats and Blagdens Pagan Races is still the moét

. impressive collection of data on\Orang Asli'ethnograpﬁy but
‘is historically dated in that major concéfns were the
collection of word lists, phx§iologicél measﬁréments,
material culture, exotic beliefs and practices. All of the
work was descriptive’and sufféred from a c&%fusion“of
categories (tribal groups, linguistic groups, etc.).‘Evans,’
Schebesta, Noone, Kilfon Stewart, forestry officials,
medical anthropologiéts all contributed to the literature on’
the‘Orang Asli‘beforé the 2nd world war. In the 50's
williamgAHunt, R.0.D. Noone, medical‘anthrOpologists .

- (Polunin 1952, Kinzie 1953) éid general studies of the Ogangb
Asli. Since then speéific work ﬁgs‘been done on a variety of
groups in Peninsular Malaysia (Carey, 1976;‘Denton,'1967;
Benjamin, 1973; Needham, 1971; Dunn, 1973; Hood, 1974;
Endicott, 1974; Rambo, 1976).

i

Trade
'

The Orang Asli in Malaysia have begﬂ»tréding with other

groups no doubt for some thousands of years. Dunn (1975), in

his monograph on rain-forest traders-and collectors in
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Malaysia, has argued from archaeological evidence that there

1

was collecting and trading of forests products as far back '’

.. as 20,000 B.P. Although the evidence for the period about

20, 066 B.P. is speculative, Dunn assumes that trade was
~1nternal and inland. However about 10, OOO B.P. reasonably
.flrm evidence exists for trade in forest products between
inland and more sedentary coastal groups. (Dunn
1975:134-135). During the period of 5,000 B.P. Dunn argues
that coastal people were %robably in contact with other
people in insular Malaysia and that by 3,000-2500 B.P. the
coastal people were trading with Chinese merchants. A great
deal of‘Dunn's evidence 1is spdarse (archaéological) and
speculativewbut certainly.from the beginning of this century
trade with China was a growing concern (Wheatly, -1970,
1964a) . The earliest records of the trading of forest
products is to China in the 5th century(Wang, 1958).
Wheatley (1961) lists gaharu wood, ambér, ivory, rhino
horns, tortoise shells, and cowries. During the period
960-7126, Chinsse records list ebony, gharu‘wood iaka/;ood,
- pandan matting, ivory, rhino horns, bee's wax, and lac as
products acqu1red by Chinese merchants from the Malay
Peninsula (Wheatly 1959) Other products, not necessarxly
acqu;red from_the Malay penlnsula, include products
1nd1genous to this area such as rattans, bezoin, dammars,

. c1vet glands, b1rd feathers, and sapan wood. (Wheatly 1959).
Arab traders list similar products from Malaysia from as

early as 850 A.D. The trade in forest products has continued



to this day.

There are several important points to be made ftom some
of this evidence of early trade. First, it is safe to assume
that the brang Asli were probably the main providers of
forest products. Secondly, the trade engaged in has been
going on for several hiilenium and that changes in the
social organization, ifrany, happened so long ago that it
would be absurd to argue that phé m%de of production engaged
in ﬁow is in a state of transition_or that what we seé now
is a pale imitation of' the 'traditional' culture. '?* It is
also safe, I believe, to assume that the production of these
goods was not a full-time concern and was occésional in the
sense that there was no dependence on this kind of

production.

©

Language and Prehistory of the Orang Asli
The lanquages spoken by the Orang Asli (aboriginal
people) are called Aslian. They belong to the Mon Khmer

family which is a branch of Austroasiatic languages. '°®
'2Morris argues that the Hill Pandaram have changed thier
social organization over the last 1500 years!!? This is the:
length of time he estimates that they have been engaging in
commodity production. He argues that the social organization
of labour was changed because of production for exchange.
Now this may be true but we will never know. The argument
tdkes Murphy and Stewarts' analysis (see below, pp. 126) as
a social law , but one hardly 51gn1f1cant .1500 years later.
This is a ridiculous posture to take in an attempt to argue
Murphy and Stewarts' hypothesis.

"3piffloth (1979) presents five structural arguments to
support Schmits claim (1301, 1905, 1906) that the Malaysian
Orang Asli languages are historically derived from a -
proto-Mon Khmer language at some remote point in the past.
Diffloth argues that vowel length, that is both short and
long vowels, and final palatals, display sound.patterns



Aslian languages are themselves divided ipﬁo three
groups: Jehaic, Senoic and Semelaic. They correspond to
Benjamin's (1973) classification of Northern, Central and
Southerﬁ branches. Figure 3 shows the distribution and
subdivisions of each branch. |

Several groups (shown on map), such as Jakun, Temuan,

.Belandqs, nd Orang Kualu, are knqwn és Proto Maléys
‘according to the Jabatan Hal Ewal Orang Asli (Departmént of
Aboriginal Affairs). They speak the Mélaz languagét In
vocabularies collected by Miclucho-Maclay (1878a) some words
are typically Southern Aslian but whether these are loan
words or part of their traditional language 1 am unable to
tell. Descriptive analysis of individual Aslian languages
has Yet to make much headway, and although work has been
done:oﬁ Temiar (Benjamin, 1976, 1973), Semai (Diffloth 1973,
1972, 1977, 1980), Jah Hut (Diffloth 1976), and Semoq Beri

.(Nik Safiah 1979), the majority of the languages have not
received much attention. )

‘The Seﬁoq Beri belong to the Southgrhkpranch of the

_Aslian‘languége along with Semalai, Temoq, and Mah Mefi
(Figure 3). As was noted above theré s a reasonable doubt -
as to the original 1anguége of some of these people such as

the Temuan and Jakun‘whose language is sprinkled with

______________ S Q. .

'3 (cont'd) within the same words that are characteristic of
Mon Khmer and that nasal infixes for Nominalization, dual
character of the pronoun system, i.e. pronouns for- 'I and
you' singular, "I and you', plural 'I and him or her, and I
and them, and”a basic word class of experiences which is as
large and important as nouns and verbs are systematic
features of Mon Khmer as well.
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FIGURE 3
ORANG ASLI LANGUAGE GROUPS
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Southern Aslian words. Others such as the Orang Kanak, Orang‘i)
Laut, and Orang Selataf seem to have come to the Peninsula
only in recent past (Carey, 1966:23) and many have converted
“to Islam.

It is not clear when Orang Asli groups began populating
&he Peninsula. However Benjamin, using lexical statistical

Ty

techniques, hés suggested that they came in three distinct
waves. Northern Aslian about 25,000 yeérs ago, Céntral
Aslian about 6,800 years ago and Proto Malaysband Southern
Aslian about 4,000 years ago. This has not been verified by
any archelogical evidence, pérticulary since evidence
regarding people living in tropical clima;egﬁés sparge'since
they occup no lasfing residences and haviné iittle in the
way of material goods. In view of the shaky scientific basis
for lexico-statistical analysis the hypothesis remains
highly speculative.

Present day populations are given in Table 1.

The Emergency

During the pgiiod from 1948-1960, the'éritish colonia1|
government declared what w;s officialiy kggvn/aé;théﬁm
'Eméfgency'hin response to a growiﬁg’communist insurgency.
'The communists, who wef& mostly of Chinese origin, had
formed the only gffective resistance té/the Japanese
occupation of Malaysia in the Second World War. The primary‘

objectlve of the Malay51an Communlst Party (MCP) was the

expu151on of the Brltlsh colongal power. During the period



TABLE 1

Populatign of Orang Asli Groups in
Peninsular Malaysia

NORTHERN ASLIAN

Kintak ..oovvvierivninnncenees e eriae e eeaeaats 103
€101 | IO PSP PPPUR ‘ 101
JANAL oot e e 769
Mendriq . .ooeeviiein 121
Bateq ..veviieeiiiniien, e eireeear e 585
Lanoh............ Tt ereeenrete e rieaarae e e ierenes 302
TOTAL i, :“n' .......... © 1,447
CENTRAL ASLIAN t

T OITHAT v e vneeenerenerensesineenesasarnennennnesaaes 10,586
SEMAl  vovvvreeriianenenins feteernetenrntaerrararareatas 16,497
Che WONE ..ovvieiiiiiiiiininiriiienarrenecnaee 215
Jah HUL oo rre v rnccrerasnenaas 2,280
TOTAL oot eee e seare e 29,578
SOUTHERN ASLIAN

Semag Beri.................. eveearbereriesaeneseranns " 1,699
Mah MEI  coeriiirieiieeeeeiiie e errereeennsraenss 1,356
0 11 F: | SRR 2,874
TOTAL ......... O PSP 5,929
PROTO MALAYS

TEMUAN  ooveiirineineeninienanessiassiieannrarnsinees 8,698
JAKUIL 0 vevneeeeerreeaserneoeneeesnestaeeaastnnennaennss 8,719
Orang Kanag...co..cceeeviiniuivennirnnanrnnenaneneen 36
Orang Selatar...................e. e eevneereeenrenes - 374
Orang Kuala .......cocooeevviveenvinineninnneneneenns 1,612
TOTAL oot ceinieeerreneie et saaneons 19,439
TOTAL POQPULATION ...cocviviieiniiiininnen, 56,927
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1942-1945, the MCP donned bat‘tl-e'dr‘ess.‘and"was known. as the
Malay51an Peoples Anti- Japanese Army lMPAJA) and - hd
'collaborated extensively wlth the Allled powers to. defeat
the Japanese After .the lxberatlon of - Malayas1a the MPAJA
were nog prepared to welcome whatxthey saw as a returnlng
«h‘colonlal power. The var represented a defeat of European
ﬁcolon1a11sm and the triumph of Arian nat10naI1sm. The defeat
of the Japanese showed shqwéd a p0551blflty of polltlcal |
-1ndependence; In the~early’years aftervthe war‘theAMCP (now'
Malyaslan“Races Diberation'Army)vconcentrated‘on"agitation
and gontrol of*énlons w1th much success The Br1t15h
colonlal government ‘for their part h1t them hard w1th
ordlnances controlling union act1v1ty However econdmic
e recovery began to be felt: throughout the counfrm,and varlous
1n¢ernal dlsputes and defectlons caused a decllnlngv
confldence/ln the~party» For unclear reasons, ‘the MCP turned
',:to,jarmed‘struggfe‘ whlch ‘began the perlod of Qhe
'Emergency . ‘ ‘JH TR - .
fThe struggle was carrled out if and around populatlon
centres,,pol1ce stat1ons, and Western owned estates. The “
-Chinese squatters, who had been d1sp1aced by ‘the Japanese
occupatlon,'and had prOV1ded the MPAJA with 1ntell1gence and
supplles durlng the Japanese occupatlon had-settled on
unused OF; state“land grow1ng vegetables, were agaln pressed
rnto‘serv1ce. The colonlal government, for-thelr part ’
yrealiaing_the impo??ance of squatter communities to the i
: communist?armed“struggle; sought_to'remove thés; people from
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'strategic areas' and to cut off popular support which the

MCP reliéd on. in'1951,according to the LBriggs Plan'
(General Sir Harold Briggs arrived.in Kuala Lumpur as
bdlrector of operations and after one month stay subm1tted
his plan ‘to the Brltish Defence Co- ordlnatlon Commlttee)
the Chinese sguatter cgmmunltles were relocated in '"new
'villages' the name given to four hundred or so resettlement
areaS-ranging from a hundred to well‘over ten thousand
jinhabitants.'The‘new villages were enclosed by barbed wire
and guarded' Vi&lagers were'required to carry IaD cards, a
curfew (in some cases house curfews of 22 hours per day) was
--enforced and movements were strlctly monltored Eventually,
~ these villages were prov1ded with elemental fac111t1es and

houses and the occupants were able to carry on w1th

sub51stence productlon as they had done as squatters. Thlﬁ;
RE

'

pOllCY of resettlement was followed aggre551ve1y ‘and was--f
successful in pushing the MRLA 1nto)deep ralnforest. By

1954, all evidence p01nted to' the development of safe ba'es

deep in the ralnforest throughout Malay51a o '. .%«‘f
During.the Japanese occupation the MPAJA had ;
established cldSe contacts nith many aboriginal groupsvin
r‘Malaysia, inffmrticular Temiar and Senoi groups‘who are the =
most populouﬁJ Both of these groups are swidden |
hor1t1cu1turallsts and could be counted on to supply food
*and 1nformat10n on government patrols in the area. It should
be empha51zed that durlng the Japanese occupatlon many . ,

members of the MPAJA had lived among and marrled into
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various groups. The Politburo of the MPC issued directives
to raﬂnforest resistance grOUps that 1n their relat1ons w1th
Orang Asli a gentle approach‘yas to be used; coercion and
(;yiolence was strictly condemned. Moreover, the aboriqinies_
were to be taught simple’medical‘remediesf/elementary
hygiene‘and agricultural techniques..This‘cogtrasted sharply *
vwith the governmenbls treatment, as well as the relations ln
the past with the local population of Malays- (see appendix
on slavery in Malay51a) It ‘was estlmated that durlng the
'Emergency , and at least by 1953, the entire hill
population, consiStinglof.some 30,000'OrangkAsli,Juas;uqder
‘the influence and control of the insurdents CShort @41,.'? s
Carey 311). Prior to this the individual statesbwere left to

e

seek %Q?Ptions to the fact that the aboriglnes were
co-operating with the communlsts. Thisvhad disasterous
results. In[various states, 1n partlcular Kelantan |
thousands. of Orang Asli were rounded up by the police or
military, put into trucks with-little or no explanation and
.transported to various.resettlement”camps; Their houses,
livestock and crops wer% destro;ed The resettlement camps
vere con51dered by one Protector of Aborlglnes (Carey) as

m1n1atureLconcentratlon camps where food was 1nadequate
and cond1t1ons deplorable. Carey estimates that hundreds
died in these squalid camps while others, "in one 1nstance a-
whole Resettlement Camp, crept thrpugh the wire at.night,
deftly avoiding the sentries and fled back to the

rainforest"‘(Short:4431 “.ose that escaped informed others
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of the government act1on ‘and condltlons in the Resettlement

Camps. The effect was to drive the Orang Asll deeper into

the ra1nforest ,and 1nto the hands of the Communists.

By 1953 1t became obvious that the pol1cy of
vresettlement' was a complete fallure and the colonial
90vernment allowed the Orang Asll to slip away and return to
their homes. The damage had been done, however,; and it was
many years before meaningful contact could be established.

In 1954, the government began constructing forts in the

’deep ralnforest and prov1ded food and medical facilities for

\

the Orang Asli. The Orang Asl1, stlll deeply suspicious,
rarely visited the forts The Department for Abor1g1nal

Affairs had been establ1shed after the Second World, War and

headed by Major P.D.R.'Wllllam Hunt. '* The establishment of.

forts and the newly enlarged Dept. of Aboriginal %ffairs
was, ln part, effective in~‘winning over the Orang Asli'.

' Eor the most part theVOrang Asli were caught between a
lrock and a hard place" and in general the1r response,
historlcally as well, was to remove themselves to isolated
areas. Now that the struggle was taking place'ln their
homes, so to speakL it waskdifficult if not impossible to
take sides. The Orang Asli did what seemed to them the least

dangerous and most d1plomat1c They co—ooperated with both

51des g1v1ng as llttle 1nformatlon as possible but prov1d1ng

food to those who requested it.

"4Previous to this appointments had been made to conduct

‘research out of the Taiping Museum. The department was small

and was purely advisory but 1t,was decided to regenerate and
enlarge it.

)
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As the years wore on the communists were unablé-eeﬂ‘
score any significant‘victories ana unab}e to overcome the
stigma ef belonging to an overwhelmingly Chinese
organlzat1on. They were unable to attract 51gn1ficant

uqEvsupport from Malays who comprised over 50% of the
populatlon._However, as late as 1957 the government was
‘engaged in 'resettling’ Oran Aslf populations far awey from
their Hereditaryﬁgositions. Todey the nafional‘government
has abandoned‘thevpolicy of resettlement but is still
aggressively’pursuing a policy of 'settlement' of the

various nomadic groups.

Administration .

There were no attempts to set up an admlnlstratlon of
the QOrang A511 prior to the state of Perak appointing an
Italian by the name of Cerrutti. to aCt'as liaison officer
with the Orang Asli (see My Friends the Savéges 1908); Prior
to the second world war there was no adminispration of the
Orang Aeli, but the task of research was nndeftaken by- the
Taiping Museum and its curator. |

1. H N. Evans was the first to take an active 1nterest

,1n the Orang Asli and studied Negrlto groups from 1913-1932.
’.Evans was succeeded by a Cambridge educeted anthropologist,
H.D. Noone. He became the field ethnographer in 1931 and

EER

studied Senoi speéking people particularly, the Temiar. 'ju

Noone travelled éxtensively with the Temiar, and‘married dﬁ

Temiar woman, but unfortunately his ethnographic“work was



lost during the Japanese occupation. He was murdered by a.
young Temiar apparently as a result of a sexual~jealousy.
v Nobne,.howevsr, published‘a bfief work‘os the P%e Temiar
thch dessribed the social ofganizatish of the Temiar but
more importantiy of fered sﬁggestions to the governmént.in
his sectidn of the Proposed Aboriginal Policy. Some of‘these
suggestions were adopted by the government.AHe called'fsr
creation. of large resersés in parts of Perak ana Kelantan
where the people could-Be left to live accqfding to their
own”customs and traditions. The,téachiﬁg_of[agricultural
- 5kills and develbpmeﬁt oﬁsaborigiﬁal arts and crafts was
sesn~as part of the-obliéstion of the government. N
| Dﬁping the Japanese occupation there existed no
effective adhinistratidn, although H.D. Noone and some
others took to the rsinforest to organize resistance to the
*Japanese. It was during this time that slose personal ties:
‘developed between the M.P.A.J.A. and-the‘érang_Asli which
,was\to become a problem for ‘the British when théy
re—occupied.Malaysia after the war. :

After the Japénese occupation and in”réspohse to
growing communist insprgency (see.section-onnthe Emergenéy),
the colonial government appoihted‘MajorAP.D.R. Williams Hunt-
to head a small department’. The administration of the,Orang
Asli was consideredva state matter secause an dverachfhg
administration was.not’possible (Oﬁly a few states were -

federated and others had only 'British advisors'). Hunt made

aerial surveys to get an idea of population and distribution
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and he conducted field work among the Semai in Perak.

After the accidental death of William Hunt in 1953, thg
High Comissioner of Malaysia, Sir Gerald Templer, appointed
R.0.D. Nooné”as Advisor on Aborigines.'Like his older
brother, he was a Cambridge educated énthropologist and had
' considerable experience in Malaysia and a stahding among
.Orang Asli. - _’ C e

‘The government was increasingly concerned with thg ]
Orang Asli because of the communist insurgency and the
deparfment was greatlyjexpahded. Its mandate was to win the
Orang Asli awéy from the-cémmunistsla?a this rémains a
»concerh today. At thié time legislatibn'was énaéted to
protéct the Orang"Asli in 1954, amended in 1961; and again

. _ NN
in 1974. In this do¢tument the government recognized its

I

‘responsibilities for the 'protection' of aboriginal peoples,

as well as recognizing a right to follow th own way of ¢

life and pursue their ecbnomi¢ activities wyithin traditional

'abofiginal areas'. The Statement of regarding the
Administration of thé Aboriginal Peoples of the Federat ion
of Malaya published in 1961 by the newAMalaysian'gévernmeﬁt,
begins by'sayiﬁg that the Orang Asli must be helped’and
'encouraged'tp assimilaté, but it also recognizes aboriginal
rights over t:aditioﬁél aréas and that the faborigines'will
not be moved without their full consent'. The rést of the
document sets out clearly the intention to assist Orang Asli

in areas of medicine, education and agricultural techniques

(rural development), while at the same time recognizing



36

A

‘their rights to their owh traditional way of life.
R. D. Neone retired in 19671 and wae feplaced by
Professor Iskander Carey, who had been a member of the
department since 1955, Following 1ndependance (Merdeka)yfhe

Orang Asli were a concern of the central government only.

The Semaq Beri

The Semaq Beri (prenounced semo” bri-) whicﬂ means
forest people in their own language '8, number
approximately 1,?00 people in the last 1974 census
(Gomes, 1979:77) . The majority of fhisllinguistic‘group lives
in Pahang with smeller numbers living in Kelatan (2%) and

Trengganu (13%) (Carey 1976*130)
J .
~ The Semoq Beri, dependlng on thelr location’'in

Malaysia, are variously nomadic hunters—gathers in the
north, semi-nomadic, part-time farmers in the midéle and
settled and primarily engaged in subsistence fafming/wage
labour in the south. '*

They live for the most part at:the head waters of
rivets}in north central and north eaezern Pahang including.

the Tembeling, Lebir, Trenggan, Dungun Kemaman and Kuantan
"sBeri alsé means outside as in outside of the house or
hearth, as well as a verb meaning to set free, let go. In
general people refer to themselves as 51mply Semaq (people)
which includes all Orang Asli.

"¢I did not visit any Semog Beri communities. acce551ble by
road. However, I conducted four months of ethnographic
research with the Semelai (a closely related people) at Kg.
Sampo, Negri Sembilan, who are settled and engaged 'in
subsistence farming/ ralnforest collectlon/wage labour and 1
assume that the Semog Beri communities (which are, in fact,
mixed with Semelai people) along the lower,K Pahang and in the
Jerantut-Maran area closely resembled Kg Sampo. \
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Rivers (see map for ldcations). In NortQ.Eastern Pahang
~above ‘Kuala Tembeling the groups are nomadic to greater or
lesser degree depending on the aggressiveness with which the
gévernment’encourages permanent settlements. Visits by -
/Jabatan Ehwal Orang Asli’ officials at these remote areas‘are
infrequent but permanent settlements‘have been established
~at Kg. Kucing and at Kg. Tahan. ' o

Upriver from Kg. Kuchipg along the Sepia river“u7:(a
tributary of the Tembéling) is a collection of bands |
traditionally from this area including, at times, several
bands from Trengganu and Kelataﬁ. At ﬁhé time of the
fieldwork several bands had collected in this remote area
because of pressure to resettle. There existed a small
perménent habitation on:tﬁe river Sepia but the peopleI
prefe? liQing semi-permanently in the forest. They visited
their gardehs occa;ionally to dig ug tubers. I spent a month
_there during their bansal ceremony but visited with them on
vaéjous occasions at different locations.

w»

The literature on the Semag Ber% is very sparse.

Vocabularies collected by Huéh Clifford in North Eastern

Pahang and included in SheaEiuand'BlangHs Pagan Raceslof
the Malay Peninsula (1906:50"3, 507-764, paésjm as U.CHer'.
(Ulu Chera;%uand U Tem. (Ulu Tembeling)‘dialects,

ethnographic notes by I.H.N. Evans (1915:213-9, 1920:28-32)

""This tributary leads to a rainforest trail into Kelantan
which was used frequently during various civil wars in

- Pahang and is an ancient pass. Further upriver another
tributary, the Lawog river, leads to another pass into
"Trengannu and is travelled frequently by the Semog Beri (see
Figure 4). , '
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and Miclucho Maclay (1378a:41—2; 44) represent the only
early reports on people speaking the Semoq Beri langq?ge.
Recent published reports include Needham (1974), Jenson
(1978), Nik Safia et al‘(1979) and Endicott (1975).

Research for this thesis was conducted amdng the Semog
Beri at Kg Kucing. These people have been 'encouraged‘ to
settle on a bluff overlooking the Tembeling River\by the
Malaysian Government. In 1962 the present headman and his
band settled there and since then several other bands have
- made Kg Kucing their base camp. The groups in this
settlement come from Ulu '*® Sat, Ulu Sepia, Ulu_Kembir U1u
Relop and Ulu Lawog,

Kg Kuching is made up of approximately 135 people. The
kampong (village) is divided into two distinct sections. '’
In the main settlement four bands can be idenfified by
fences surroundiné each group. Production groups for *the
most part draw their'members from one of the fenced |
sections. Two bands SiMflarly identified live in the upriver
section. Each of these sections has a different middleman
merchant which they deal with exclusively.

Social Organization
There is some published information on terms of

) .
reference among the Semoq Beri but there are many confusions

3

'*'Ulu' means headwaters " '

'*A dispute between these groups caused their separatlon
Apparently the debate concerned traditional political
structure. When the Malaysian government appointed a headman
the other group felt tradigfonal authority was being
usurped.

. L,
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. and contradictions.?® The main features of Semog Beri
kinship is thét it is completely bilateral (as are most
Orang Asli‘kinship, see Endicott 1975:13, Robarchek‘
1980:89). |

Other important features inclﬁde a prohibition of
éexual relations between brother-in-laws and sister—ih—laws
even if the spouse is deceased, and a marriage prohibition
- between members of different éenerations. The latter
prohibition may serve to reduce conflict and competition for
women (polygamous rélations are allowed) such as occurs in
some agricultural societies (see Miellasoux 1978,‘Rey et al
1873). The forﬁer prbhibition serves to force the
individuals to marry out or marfy in,.as the case may be,
but increasing the amount of kin relations to other groups,
thus ensuring céntinued access'to other groups” and ﬁheir
resources. Residence is matrilocal at least for a few years
(two years of bride service can be completed at any time but

is usually discharged as soon as possible).

/

29Compare kin terminologies collected by Needham (1374),
Endicott (1975), Jensen (1978). I do not have space here to
treat these various authors but Needham has clearly confused
Semelai people with Semoq Beri during his visit in 1955 to
Kuala Sat a few-miles downriver from the new settlement. One
of the informants named was fatléer of one of my informants
in the village. He also confused address terms with kin
terms. Endicott's list (1975:22) reports Semelai terms for
grandparents (as_does Jensen) (daughters as younger aunt
(gado') and father and mother's siblings as terms used by
Semelai to clarify birth order of siblings).
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11. Subsistence Production

Introduction

The Semaq Beri derive a majority of their food
requirements from the rainfo;est. Only in recent’§ear§,
since the government began pu:suing its resettlement
program, have the Semaqg Beri engaged in horticulture to any
extent. Jungle fodds are preferred to domesticated animals
and vegetables but rice has become, with increased wealth /
from the collection of rainforest commodities, a regular
staple. Severai-attempts have been made to prépare padi‘
fields?' but inevi@ably they are destroyed by wandering
water buffalo. *? Padi production requires full time
altention, mending fences, guarding against predators, as
well as work involved in preparafion of fields, planting and
harvesting. There are many reasons for the failure of the
Semaq Beri to become sedentary agricﬁlturalists and thesé
will be discussed in a later section. Store-bought rice is
preferred to garden tubers-and is somewhat of @ staple but,
unlike théir’Malay neighbours who complain of hunger if rice
does not accompany'the‘meal,'the Semaqg Beri will complain of
hunger if meat does not accompany\a heal.
| Although there is a small and growing herd of water

buffalo (kerbaﬁ),1they are never eaten by Semaq Beri

2'rice fields

*2Although compensation can be collected from owners of
offending buffalo, the attempt is rarely made if the buffalo
have Malay owners. The government kindly donated eight
female buffalo who wreak havoc on gardens as well.

A
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(accoEding to informants, the meat is not palatable). Rather
they are raised as commodities to be sold to Malays for
weddings or festivals. Animals such as chickens or various
rainforest animals which have been domesticated (monkeys,
birds, etc.) are not eaten wvery often, and animals raised in
the community are almost never eaten and certainly not by
their owner. They are considered pets and are treated as |
such. Even the eggs of chickens ére hatched for their youhg
and no ea@spd//

,ézrdens are a‘relatively recent enterprise and 1
suspect that although they offer some emergency supplies and
some recreation, they are for.the most part cultivated to ¥
make an impression on the government officials who are
interested in the peop}e developiné a sedentary econpomy . 23
(More will be said later on tne efforts of the government to
peasantize the people and their response.) Little interest
is given to gardens except for occasional flurry of agtivity
between rainforest trips. The cultivation of plant food is
not unknown, of course, because at several seasonal camps
‘chillies and ubi‘keledék (a sweet potatd) are frequently
harvested during the short stays and feplanted before
lébving (sdme are more energetic than others about this
occasional horticulture). However, around the resettlement,
corn, beans, tubers, eggplant etc. are plénted and

22The soil in the Ulu Tembllng reg1on 1s unsuitable for
agrlculture. According to a visiting soil scientist)the land
is suitable for tree crops only such as rubber, bananas,
fruit tree and coffee. Small rivers flowing into the
Tembling are suitable for padi cultivation but yields are
low. This area is not self-sufficient in rice.
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harvested. Gardens‘are located in clpse proximity to houses .

in contrast to other Orang Asli, who are slash and burn -

Vi

hort1cu1turallsts and haveugardens located sometimes mlles

o

ﬁrom their kampongs. Slash and burn hortlculturallsts often

live-in far more remote areas.,than many of the e

hunter—gatherers. This‘latter ngup'is very'often'found

living close to Malay kampungs (M1cluycho Maclay, 1878)-

- whereas slash and burn hort1cultural1sts seem to

'btradltlonally 11ve in remoter areas; One of the reasons for

th1s is that sedentaryr?ortlcultural1sts are more vulnurable

to slave raiding, more SO - than nomadlc hunters and gatherers

.Y

,and may have lived in more 1solated areas to reduce ‘the

L}

potentlal of slave raiding. and harrassment by Malays.

In_ the kampong several spec1es of fru1t trees vere
planted during the or1g1nal development of the kampong in

196@,to attract the Semaq Beri out of;the férestvand into a

. . . . N
central area that would providevsecurity, medical supplies

and educatlonal fac111t1es. A grove of orange trees, as well

' as rambutan, lengk1ang, coconut ~and chempedek trees are

all producing fruit, Many other varletles of fruit trees

B

have been planted (donated by the government) but are notl“

_yet mature enough to bear fru1t 'Far more 1mportant are

ralnforest fru1ts and the collection of fruit from abandoned

Malay orchatds, which will be discussed below.
.The following sections describe the various subsistence
. . .\,ﬂ . 5. -

activities'engaged in by the Semaq Beri‘at~Kg. Kucing. This

subsistencedactivity-can'be}generalized to the three other

S
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groups living in the Ulu Témbling érea. Minor differences
afe discussed‘in'the intfoductioh. The goal is to present a
general deééription'oﬁ Eubistence activities, the |
ofganizati@n‘of labour, and general distribution patterns.
The Semaé Beri expléit their environment in a‘most~
efficient way: They harvest what they ﬁappen upon {n the
rainfo;est, Although they may go oﬁf in the early mdrning'
with<blowpipesf they may return with mushrooms rather than
monkeys. However,‘exténded trips throughout the rainforest
are usually goal—gfiénted, Ehat is furtle/fish trips, honey

~collecting or commodity‘collecting trips. Though individual

Semaq Beri do not forage for food every déy, a small partya.~’

from the kampong will generally go out each day.

Hunting

The-Semaq Beri humt with two”types of blowpipes, a
bamboo gléwpipe simiiar‘to those produced by the Senoi and
Nggritosv(see Endicobt.1969) and a wooden blowpipebwhick is
‘peculiar tojthesé people. The bamboa bléwbiéeé consist of an
inher and outer tube cut bet;een the nodes from two species
of bémboo, The inner pipe is jéinéd together by a sheath of.
palm éﬁoot{;ndvglued’with,a'trge resiﬁ.,This inner fube, |
which varies in length déﬁendingfch the success at finding
long piecés, is from 6-8 feet. The outer. tube is joined
;togetheg'by carving 6né‘end down to slip inside the joining
tube. The joint is held fogethér by a wovep band of rattan,

The outer tube has an additional section at the proximal end

¢

[

>
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to which the mouthpiece is attached.

The mouthpiece is made of moulded tree resin (several
species) or the resin of the fruit of a species of rattan
(traded anc1ently as dragons‘blood) They do not make wooden
mouthpieces which are characterlstlc of Negritos and Senoi
blowpipes. ,

" ‘Materials fqg the construction of bamboo blowpipes are
located throughout the rainforest, as are palms- for the
construction of darts and trees fer‘aart\poison. People will
rarely go and collect sbecific materials; rether theyv
collect these items‘dnring hunting trips as part of a
foraging strategy.

Once the materials are collected from the ralnforest or
from obllglng members of the communlty, ‘the bamboo. is dr1ed
over the fire and rubbed with a tree resin. The bamboo~isv
‘examined fog@élans which often develop during the drying
process and aeeeﬁbled. Bamboo'blowpipes“arermade so that
they can be taken apart and driedrgner the fire periodically
(weekly) to prevent crack1ng or to replace broken parts.
F1nally, a ring of rattan is placed in the distal end, which
may act to inhibit the waddlng,‘but also produces a
distinctive whistling sound (wes). Magical symbols are
applied and the~blowpipe is ready to be tested. |

Long noded bamboo is highly valued and‘one particular
species 6-7_feet berween nodes which makes it unnecessary ‘to
‘.join two_shorterlpieces.‘This long bamboo (sarwal) is

_lccated generally at fairly high altitudes and in isolated
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'areéslevans (1925) gives a map and exceilent description of

some of the:locations within Temiar and Negrito territory.

There are two locations that the Semaq Beri exploit: Gunung

Diwangsa and Gunung Dulang (see map). This rare bamboo was
sy . .

‘ i%'the"past traded as was the wooden blowpipes that they are

known for, but today.only two mfen know the location>of this
bamboo and have not visited them since about 1950.

The Semaq'Beri of this area are known for the
productioh and t;gae of wooden blowpipes which, although
heavier and generally“shorfer, are highly prized by the |
various groups in-the area for their durability. These

blowg}ggs‘are made from the'buttress of a particular tree,
N @; A . ) A

~which is close grained and heavy. Two pieces of wood are

. ” , .
carved to fit together to form a tube. On each piece a line%%v
“dd%h the length is drawn ahd with the sharpenedihead,of a

~~.+nail a groove is routed out. The two pieces are glued

together *and bound with féttan; The blowpipe is covered with
a reéin (gutta percha, jeletohg) and a rounded bulbous
mouthpiece moulded at the'end.;The bore is then reahéd with
a rod fashioned from the core of a palm Eree until it is

smooth. Both bamboo and wooden blowpipes are taper reamed to

make a smooth bore as'well'as to produce a sort of venturi

- throughout the length of the blowpipe, the .smaller bore

being at the distal end.
Darts are fashioned from the stem of a large species of

palm. The stem is split and the darts are shaved down to

"about 2 mm and sharpened. A small conical piece of dried



root (bloor) is glued to one end to act as a counterweight
and .flight stablizer. The length of the darts varies

depending on the length of the blowpipe and its bore width.

Various lengths of darts are tried by trial and error until

an appropriate length is found. This_length is then
reproduced for that blowpipe. The dart is burned about an
1nch from the distal end so that aithough qu1te strong it
w1ll break off readlly when an an1mal 11ke a monkey trles to
take it out the poisioned end w1ll stay in the Tlesh’

- Dart poison can be made from‘severalAdlfferent.tree and
climber saps. The sap is collected and stored in dried
bémboovcontainers. The sap is usuaklly heated slightly which
mak?ng it thicker and easieritofapply: It is then Scooped
from the‘container and the ends of the dart are spun on the

poison and dried before the fire. Several applications may

.be necessary depending on the viscosity of the sap.

v~ Quivers are made from large bamboo stalké, about 5
incheeﬂin diameter,'and filled with very small diameter *
bamboo to act as holders for each individual dart. Wadding
from,pubescent.hairs of a small tree is added{fe the quiver.

' Blowguns are very formidable and’accurate‘weapons and
tﬁey ere treated cautiously. The poison darts are capable of

killing a grown man. The poison acts on the nervous system

and heart with respiratory failure being the result.

Blowguns are used particularly for -animals living at the ‘y%
level of the canopy which is about 100-150 feet above ground

and they are accurate to the that height. They are silent
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and several members of a band of monkeys can be taken by a

]
single hunter.

Blowpipes are prbduced-fo: the most part by men

although women may help in the collection and construction,

and women -can and do build them, according(to inférmants. In
pfactiqé, a few men in eécﬁ band are éonsidered'skilled at
makihéhblowpipes and will assist others in producing them or:
s{gg}y make one on requeét. Blowpipes circulate quite freely
and, although péople ﬁointed out blowpipes they said vere
theirs, blowguns never seemed to return to their "owners".

'All members of the society are skilled at the use of

blowpipes. Children of both sexes can be seen in the late

~afternoon hunting birds and small lizards with a discarded

inner tube of avblowpipe\ﬁad a few darts secreted from theif

“fathers' gquiver. Women-are said to hunt with blowpipes but I.

never observed this. It is for the most part a male
activity, Male®informants said that women did not have the
breath to shoot ,very far. Female informants demured in the
presence‘of men.

_ The favoured targets for hunters wi‘th blowpipes are »
monkeys; gibbbns and macagues. They provide a good quantity
of meat, not only because ofutyeir size?(abdut 10-25 1bs), .
but also because they are social animals and several members
of one band .can be Eaken at once. Birds, particularly
hornbills, giant squirrels, civit cats, slow loris, pangolin

and large lizards can provide a great deal of protein but

they are widely dispersedxthroughout the rainforest and, if
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any are captured, it is generally only one at a time. Small
squirrels and birds are hunted as well in mid?éftefnoon or
early evening. | | |

The hunters believe that the best time to hunt ﬁonkeys
is in the laéérafternoon because this is when they have
finished their noonday sleep and are moving about and making
noise. They can also be located in the early morning when
seVeral’Species'of primates greet the morning with loud
‘Sﬁream&'and hoots. When they Sze sleeping iﬁ mid?afternoon
they are impossible to locate and often more on guard
against predétors. The men carry their bush kniQes, tobacco
supplies, and dart qﬁiver élung~on their back in a Sarong or
tied at their waist&wheh'hunting;

- When hunting arboreal animals, the hunters walk the
ridges dividing water courses listening for the\cails of
animals, or the distinctive sound of themxjumpihg‘frpm tree
to tree as they move through the forest feeding. er
primates such as gibbons, monkeys, and macaques, the
direction that they are travelling is determined ** and the
men either proceed to that spot or éttempt to sneak up on
- them. Once they are directly under the prey the dart 1is
inserﬁed into the blowpipe and with breath from éeep in the
diaphragm the dart is propelled toward the target. The
blowpipe is faifly‘silent except for a popping noise as the
dart leaves the blowpipe. Several shots will be taken to be

sure that the animal has been hit. The animal is little

canopy.
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disturbed‘by the dart and monkeys will try to pull them out
as they wouid a. thorn. The poison may take up to 45 minutes
to take effect depending on tﬁe size of the animal, thev' |
speed at which it is absorbed into ﬁhé blood stream, and the
sfrength of the boiéon. The huntefs then attempt'to shoot
other monkeys and in this way may‘kill several members of
the group. Usually one or_two.are taken but, sometimes as
many as 10¥axe killed. The hunters will try to kill as many
as they can; their lhck may not be as gdod the next time.

If the hunters are hungry, or even if théy think they
are, they will butcher ﬁhe animal on'the spot. The hair is
always‘singed of f tﬁe animal in the fire;‘tranéforming the
animal into human‘food. They believe if this is not done,
one will bécome sick. Even turtles are tfeated in this way;
Generally, fhé people willleat their fill and retufn to camp
with the remaining portiqns to be divided up. Of;en[fzﬁé?mggl
will return to cémp Qith nothing, having eaten ail of the
fooa they had obtained. They are careful to wash in the
river beforeAehtering camp becausg the smell of cookgd“food
is easily distinguished. This is not to hide the fact that
they have eaten and that they did not bring food homé, but
.Sécause if p%$ple smell the cookedifoodl they will likeiy'
desire some and since there is none left there is no way
thét they'mi;ht satisfy their‘desire. This would’put them in
a state which is considered exfremely,dangerous, that is

desiring something and not being able to satisfy that

desire. This state of 'punun' (kémpunun) is an important
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concept that determines much of the disﬁribution of goods in
tﬁe dociety and will be dealt with in some length later.

Blowpipe hunting is a male activity for the most part,

- but undervexceptional circumstances,lwdﬂen can and do hunt
with blowguné. Generally small groups of about 2-4 men set
off in the early mofning or late afternoon. In deep
rainforest, the hunters listen for the calls of the monkeys
and horﬁbills. Game is very pl?ntifulnin these less
accessable deep rainforest areas. In and around the
resettlement much more work is required to obtain game, as
might be imagined. For instance, land tortoises are no
longer to be found in the area surrounding the resettlement,
but almost every rainforest trip producés at least one.

For ‘possibly hundreds of years, the Sempg Beri have
alternated bétween the isoiation of the deep rainforest and
the edge éf Malay soéiety. They have been trading with
Malays for this long at least,band eariy ethnographic‘
reports show thatvthe'hunters, including Negritos, often
stay near Malay kampongs for long périods at a time. Malays
~and ﬁhe Orang Asli have ambiguous relations both today and
in the past. Malays, prob§bly up until the early 20th
century,‘we;é guilty of kidnapping the children of the Orang
Asli. Slavery was repressed by the British in the late
1800s. PreQious to this slave raiding occufred regularly. It
does not appear that it was much of a commercial activity
and reports -indicate that most slaves were used for domestic

help, treated well and converted to Islam. Because the
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Mala&s‘became dependent on trade with the Orang Asli, it
seems unlikely that they would jepordize the egonomic
benefits by continuing to raid them. I think it more
probable that leaders of kampongs offered protection to
,thosé Orang Asli who were active in commodity,proﬁuct’. :
The people themselves must have been in an awkward position.
Without rainforest production, they were in danger of slave
raiders, yét if they did produce they were forced to live in
close prbximity to the Malays. This is a situation that is
not favored, even today. Relations are established with
pargicular people: merchants who provide food, tobacco,
etcetera and who buy the rainfofest'produce from the Semaq
Beri. These relations will be the subject of a discussion
later.

During the late morning and the'éaply afternoon, groups
of young, generally unmarried men will hunt squirrels, civit
cats, and large lizards around the village. Théy will range
not more £han two or three miles. Secondary'forestL(belukar)
provides an’excellent.habitat for smali éame and squirrels
abound in these places. Although young men are tabooed from
eating various lizards, squirrels, civit cats, and mohgodse,
~they will shoot them and bring them home for the older men
to eat. In the pre-dusk hours (6:00—7:30)-those that desire

meat may go out and blowpipe squirrels for a late dinner. It

is possible to hunt at all times, but people will not
generally hunt every day. Blowpipe hunting also serves

non-subsistence functions, such as providing the opportunity
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for relaxation or meeting lovgrs in private.

It is impossible to atteabz to measure the amount of
food that the people consume, for much of what is caught 1is
eaten on the épot, and a great deal that is brought'home is
done with great secrecy, (lest demanding relatives appear at .
the door).

Although one man may leave the kampong for a few hours/
to hunt qu1rrels or small birds, hunting is, f;r the most
part, a social activity and rarely would an individual go
off into the rainforest by himself. The rainforest is a
dangerous place,full of tigers, panthers, jaguérs; venomous
snakes, centipedes, and elephants. It i1s true that even a
group of men could not fend off a tiger or elephant, or
prevent a member from being bitten by a snake or'centipede
but assistance ié available in case an accident occurs, and
it is reasonable to assume ;hat there is gre§$ér safetytin
nqmbers.

Accidents are gregtly feared by\the Semag Beri,but they.
knoQ that accidents do not simplyuhappen.'Accidents are |
caused by other states . . . states produced by unfulfilled
desires,‘witchcraft, or by the various ghosts, souls, etc.
that inhabit the rainforest. For this reason, although
hun£ing is done by agefmates, any young, unmarried man will
not stray far from camp unless accompanied by an adult who
has-a repertoire<6f charhs and cures to prevent 'accidents'

Supernatural considerations influence the composition

of grohps and in a small way may restrict access to
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resources that can be harvested in the rainforest. Women
rarely go off into the rainforest in groups unless
accoﬁpanied by @ male, but women are also adept at charms,
cures and they are not excluded Wrom ritual or supernatural
knowledge about the rainforest. The composition of women's
production groups is more variable 3ﬁ3f§uts across
genefational.lines. Men, in contra t;ﬁhﬁht with age-mates
for the most part and the compositiE%fof thei; groups varies
from a numberbbf possible combinations of ége—mates. The
residgntial patterﬁ, which will be discussed later, limits
the composition of production groups. Since residence is
matrilocal, men have few cross-generational kin wiéh whom
‘they-work, but will likely have a.few same age kiﬁ who- have
married into the group.

The Semaqg Beri hunt several species of reptiles and
amphibians including land tortoises, various water turtles,
frogs, and lizards. The land tortoises are fairly ra#se in
the areas of human habitation, but ,are still pleﬁtiful in
the deep rainforest. Tortoises leave barely discernable
trails in the forest and the discovery of a fresh trail does
not necessarly guarantee supper that night. Tortoises are
never hunted specifically but are discovered usually‘dufing
‘some other activity. When a trail is discovered everyone
spreads out to look for other signs and in this way they
slowly track the_tortoise. Tortoises maybweighyup to 60
péunds and can provide a considerable amount of meat..It is

not diffucult to understand why the meat is valued. y
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; rtles are prepared and butchered in camp. Usually
they are killed by heating them on the fire and when they
stick their heads out Because of the heat of the fire they
‘are clubBed to death. The botfom of the tortoise shell is
cut away and the vicera removed. The meat is cut away from
the shéll and the blood and internal organs ;re boilei to
make a thick soup which is eaten in a communhal fashion.
ThoSevwho are hungry will gather around the fire and dip
their hands in the soup..Other sections will be sént off to
the families of the men responsible for finding the turtle,
and each of these familiéé will in turn share with frie.ndsL
or relatives that did not receive any. The carapace 1is
sometimes saved to make pendanté or to be worn over the
pudenda (Evans, 1915:103 for Jakun uses). The underside is
heated and sections peeled off to make tobs for dart
quivers. Tortoise eggs are usually found inside and these
are boiled up with blood or sometimes boiled separately in d
- water. |

Two Other types bf tortoises are hunted: mud turtles
and freshwater tortoises. The mud turtles are found in
low-lying swampy areas fed by a small stfeam. The main water
course is followed when péssible and the mud isfpfOS;d with
sticks or feet uqtil contact is made with the hard shell of
the turtle. Within selected and‘éfomising areas the hunters‘
walk down stream randomly probing these areas. These turtles

are small, much like @@G’fﬁFz?es in North America. They are

more likely to supply the noonday meal , rather than be
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carried home. The area that these turtles inhabit is
particulérly inhospitable, and the mud conceals many shafp
objects and is overgrown with rattan, which is armed with
horribly prickly spines. Learning to walk with a light touch
is essential e

The second type consists df several species of
freshwater tortoise similar’to the soft shell variety :found
. . Sa
in;ggrth America. These can érow to a considerable size (2_
feé:‘in diameter). They are searched for in the same way as
mud'turfles but they prefer faster flo&ing water and sandy
areas. They are prepared for eating in the sam; way as land
tortoise. |

The eggs of these turtles are laid 3 timeé over a
period of 6 weeks and are harvested when found. In past
times, the collection of river turtle eggs was control}ed by
each river valley penghulu (Malay headman). It was ordéred
that of the 3 clutches of eggs, the la#t would be left to
hatch. Game laws have been substitutedﬁfor thése methods of
control, but their relative efficigncy<is questionable. The
river terrapins are the group of tortoises that are most
exploited and in and around the resettlement they are rarely
found. The Semaq Beri will harvest all ®gg clutches.

The Semaq Beri also hunt pigé with government supplied
shétguns%gThese guns were §iven to members of the 'home
guard' for the purpose of national defense. The people use

"them for hunting. Shotgun shells are fairly expeﬂsive and so

they are used judiciously. Large géme is shot at close range
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and kills are usually immediate.
- Large game such as pigs, deer tapir, bear, and

~occasionally monkeys, arevtaken w1th these shotguns.’There

-

‘are‘four of these single shot 12 guage'shot guns‘which'are
» supplled to this area. They are: shared on a rotatlng basis

with several Malay - famxlles that also live in the area, but

l

. there are always at least two guns in the commun1ty A f
-

llcence 1s requ1red to own a gun in Malay51a' posse551on'of
5 \ :
. an unreglstered f1rearm carrmes a mandatory death sentence.

*However,vthe government has been very genereous in. supplylng_

~licenses to the @Semaq Beri. . Although theoretlcally the

.

_shotguns are to be used for the purpose of natlonal defense,

‘they are used exclus1vely for the purpose of huntlng by -both -
' . g%'
&
( Huntlng plgs is very s\\\lar to other kinds of huntlng
The hunters walgwthe r1dges which d1v1de water courses and _"
S & ¢
*llsten for the d1st1nct1ve SOUDdaOf plgs crunchlng on roots

Malays and Semaq Ber1

AN

and grunts and squeals of the young. 1f a fresh 51gn 1s
encountered the tra11 may be followed or if the trarl is
‘less fresh an- attempt may be made to head them off aty a | N
distant po1nt. SSG ‘s or Hbmemade slugs are used Jnd since
shells are a scarce commodlty, shots are usually taken at 7,
vclose rahge to ensure a kill. Pigs supply a considerable
amount of meat then p1gs are kllled everyone \@ the

communlty‘eats. P1g-meat is hlghly prized.

E] : " : ) CQ . ~
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_ ’ Q
One fact that makes pig huntlng sllghtly dlfferent from

other forms is that pigs aré€ not most plentiful in the deep

ralnforest and they are usually hunted close to inhabited
The .

areas orm1n abandoned gardens and rubber plantatlonSr

4

rubber which was plan%ed under argovernment development plan

around 1940 has now reached an age where it no longer

produces much rubber.‘The reproduction cost for rubber

plantatlo%sw hoggver small, is proh1b1t1vely expensive and
: ,

the piantatlons are slowly being. abandoned to the
These plantatlons provide a

encroachment of the‘ralnforest
good env1ronment for pigs. Secondary forest (beluka;) is
but too thick with scrub brush to

i
a

also good pig habltat
hunt in effectively. ™ = |
oJ even a tapir, hay be

On rare: occasions a bear,
killed. Slmlllarly, deer are’ fortu1tously hunted Deer are

[

sually sold to Malays along the river for a good sum of

money. ?° Y .

. ¥ '
When large game is caught everyone in the communlty
Lred back in camp and the 4

eats. The pig is usually butch

hunters, who are generally frdm one k1ngroup,_w1ll share all
The hunters are usually given

/

¢

of the meat.w1th thelrggroup

the first shares. The pig is/
A |

and two back portions. While the pig is being

the people will crowd around callingffor specific

cut up in 7 pieces: head

limbs,

»
TR

! butchered,
portions of the vicera, which is cut up and shared with all
> . ' E .
25This is sometimes a cause of bad feellngs when irndividuals
‘'sell meat to the Malays. It is often given as a glft

‘?Y

however.
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of the peepleﬂwho feceive portions.vThe-kin—group will
. generally take all the meat and then are snbject'to'appeals
from in—laws,_friends, etc. who did not get any meat in the
first distribution. In this way everYOne receines at least a
small portion of the meat. The‘organization of sharing nili
be discussed in a later section. |

,éortionsbof the meat ‘are dried over fires and can be
kept fer three or four weeks. In practice, most of the meat
is eaten srtaightlaway: Usually smaller érouhs of 2 to 3 men
w1ll hunt plgs. Monkeys are rarely shot with guns because,

it is only poss1ble to shoot one at a time given the noise.

Blowpipes are much more productive for this purpose.

The Hdney.and Fruit Season

The honey and fruit season, which occurs between Aprll
and August, is -looked fogw%rd to with great ant1c1pat10n and
ritual pteparation. After the flood season, which ends in
late February, a ritual (bansal) is held to call the bees
and,the flowers of fruit trees down from the heavens. The
ceremony lasts about one week and sevérai bands may

-part1c1pate. After the . cegemony is over the group 1is not

a to dlsperse for a perlod of ‘seven days During this
-young people ge to know each other and marriages are °
”woften arranged.\Foll w1ng the ‘taboo perlod the various ‘bands
d1sperse to their t adltlonal terrltory to wa1t for the bees
and the flowers to. Fppear Several bansals may happen in

each of the tradltllnal areas and the Semaq Beri may

¥
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J

participdte in several ceremonies , partigularly young men.

This is a time of much visiting between the various groups

in the area. ‘ '

There are threeitypeé of bees$ that the Semaq Beri’
obtain honey'from:"iawoi“ (Apis dorsta), ‘percas'(Apié
indica), and 'ker!tua!'(Apis florea).‘The first produces
prodigious amounts of hpney, dp to fifty pounds‘frBA a
single nest, and builds it's nests in thé "gul" tree °
(Kodmpassiggéxcelsia) which is one of the largest and
high@ﬁ%"trees in the rainforest. It is a large butressed
treefaﬁout 250! high and branchless to about 100'»withv ‘)%
smooth bark. These bees build their nests on the under side

¢

of large branches and-as many as‘ahgozen nests may be found
\ . . . . g l . ) » e
> in one tree. The second type of bees build nests similar to 52@1

the former group but they tend to nest individually ‘on

smaller trees. Although they areaﬁbre easily accesible they
are widely separated in the rainforest'ané‘are not subject
- to communal harvesting; rather they are gathered as they are

&”ﬁoqhd individually. The third type, Apis indica, nests in-

°

“’wthe hollows of_treeé and, aithough ﬁroduciné'smélier
$  gﬁé;itiés of honey, may be.harvested well into October;

2 Bee trees are'located during the subsistence search.
The number of nests is countea and their development watched
for future harvesting. Most of .the 'gul' trees are known and
they are watched to see if.th;; will be.g§od producers. The
trees are not owned and acceés to théh is not controlled.

&

They are. harvested by those who make the effort. When the



61

nests are ready for harvestigﬁt a small group of men will go
out in the torest and seareh'for‘{tali lang'(a type of
‘rattan) which wi&l be used as a rope to climb the bee tree.
The outside thorny bark will be removed and the lengths of
this rattan will be crushed by bending it around the trunk
of a .small sapl1ng in order to Eemove the p1th and "make - the
rattan supple These lengths will then be wound up and
transported to ‘the bee camp- or back ‘to the ma1n camp. Large
bark baskets that w1ll be used to, lower the bee nests from
the tree will be made from the bark of the 'gaharu' tree,
the outside of the bark formino thexinside of the basket:
Torches are made from'the dried bark of house walls and

rolled and tied together to form a brush—like torch.

Honey is harvested in the dark O

aet skies or a
‘Toonless night are~essent1al ThlS 1s beN ”USe theybees w1ll

not be able to see the men who are smoklng Hhem“out of the
nests The gul' tree is a very tall tree and because 1t 1s
branchless to about 100 ft with smooth bark and huge truﬁg
is 1mp0551b1e to cllmb stralght up. The branches of the tree
are reached by cllmblng trees surroundlng the bee tree until
'a rattan rope can be thrown over one of its large branches
A bridge of sorts, con51st1ng of two parallel strands of
.rattan is secured to both trees and the bee hunters

usually in pairs, cross to the bee tree on all fours.tThrs
is dangerous workvand only a few men attempt 1t. : t&

' When they arrive at the nest the gatherers lower

R
another rattan rope and haul up the torches and knives in
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the Saskets. The to;gﬁes are lit and one man will swat the .
bees off the nést. Many bees are stunned by the smoke and
their wings singed by the torch.‘Thosé bees:that escape
follow the falling embers to the ground where they disperse
into the night. Everydne, however, can expect to get stung
several pimés. The bee hunters in the tree do not wash with
soap and do not eat certain foodshthat they say are odorous
and will attract the,bees. Every precaution is taken to
prevent a ;tate of punun (unfulfilled desires) becausé one
of the results of pununis falling out of trees! fhe people
on the ground yell "tagoh" (which means 1iterally"to .
stick){ at intervais and do not talk aboyt fooq in cdse one
of the bee hunters gets a craving.

After the bees have been dispersed the comb containing
the larvae is cut away and allowed to fall to thé ground.
The combs containing the honey are cut away info the basket
and lowered to the ground. The bee tree may contain a dozen
of so nests and the bee hunters will attempt to collect as
-manY‘as possible before firstfligbt.'The group on the ground
for their part build small lean—tb shelters in whiph to
spend the night, and to protect them from‘thé frequent rain
squalis and from the falling bees. When the baskét is
lowered to the groﬁnd, one peréon wiil generaily pick it up. -
and carry itbsome distance from the tree and from_the-
shelters. Many bees continue to cling to the hive and fly
about. Large biscuit tins are brought to collect the honey.

. The combs are cut up and stuffed into one tin after another.
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The combs carrying the bee larvae are threaded with a rattan
string‘to carry home or else stuffed into bamboo containers
and slowly cooked over the fire. For the most part they are
eaten raw dipped in honey. | .

The members of the group, always men - women ao not
collect.hone§; are usually,frqm'a single band (a collection
of domestic units residing.together over time connected b&
ties‘of kinship,.reciprocity, friendship, etc.). Members of
other bands may join them if there are no geod clihbers in
their group. These people could be conneeted in a variety of
ways: kinshipl(fictive or otherwise }'all Semaq Beri_are
in-laws), recipropity/bbligation, or friends (age-mates).,
and ¢ould not be denied access Qithout offence (one that
could iead'to their deeth). The situation is urilike small
‘daily hunting groubs that are composed of age.mate§. For bee
harvesting'seéeral generations containihg most of the male
members.form the group.

. Honey combs afe cut up and stuffed in everyoné}s tin.
The older-men can take more if they wish,vbut‘generally an
equal distribgtion ie achieved. Honey is also sold. The
changing d1str1but10n patterns as the honey market 1ncreased
'w111 be discussed later at the end of the chapter on

. N

commodlty productlon. The season of ho ex,ln 1982 was’
partlcularly bountlful and the p0551b131ty10f selllng large
\
quantltltes had some. influence on-the gejeral form of

B

distributions.
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Honey production is a communal (band}) effort and other
/ ‘
than in commodity production, forms the largest production
unit. During the honey season the Semaq Beri may for days
eat only honey and bee larva, supplemented from time to time

by store bought sardines and rice obtained in trade for

honey.

Fruit Collecting
The fruit season lasts frém'July to early September and.
during this time the Semag Beri eat almgét excusively fruits
and nuts. Fruit collection can be divided into those fruits
- which are culti?aﬁed and those fruits that are either wild
or domesticated fruit trees in abandon gardené.
« As part of the resettlement pragram, the governmeﬁt has

provided rambutan, orange trees, langsat, jack fruit,

durian, cempedek, nangka, and coconut palms. All but the

durian are mature enoughf‘ fruiting. In the surrounding

Malay kampongs tﬁere are all of these fruits as well as
mangoes, mangosteens, lemon trees, mata kuching, belandas,
petai, and bananas which provide fryit year long.
Domesticated fruit provideé4a small but steady amount of
foOd-throthout the season but the rainforest fruit,proVides
enormous supplies when it is collected.

Fruit in cultivated garaens owned by the Malays in the
area are accessible to the Semag Beri on invitation.

Although fruit is valuable to the Malays as a market

commodity, allowing the Semag Beri to harvest their fruit
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promotes good relations between the people. The promotion of
good relations-is not necessarily altruistic, although Malay
hospitality plays a large part. An invitation to ﬁave‘your
trees denuded of fruit is motiveted by the desire to create
a social relationship that might be exploited at a late;
date. As we will see, the Semag Beri as a group collect an
enormous amount of rainforest produce which Malay midalemen
will sell. Relatiops to middlemen are.more than economic ,
altho “this is the main motive. The Semaqg Beri also
provide various kinds oﬁlcharms and medicine to the Malays
which are highly valued. There is also some fear of the
magical power of these people and Malays are sometimes very
careful in their dealings with them. I might add that the

" people were often asked to come and pick the fruit from |
trees so that the Malays might have a chance to satisfy
their curiosity about me. For the most part I was either
considered a governmeht spy or crazy for living with such
dirty and uncivilized people. More thanvanYthing I was
considered as a biizare curiosity. We collected a lot‘of
Malay fruit during the season.

o The wild fruit and the fruit from abandoned gardens
provide the bulk of the fruit. Abandoned 6rchards are
exploited for the durian trees which are highly valﬁed and
can be sold for a considerable sum -as much as $4M each and
twice that in towns. Orchards are abandoned for a.variety of
reasoes but in this area during the Emercency many Malays

and all of the Chinese, were relocated down river and forced
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to leave their orchards. Also around that time the National.
Park was created and land on the west sidé of the Tembling
River was expropriated and set aside as a preserve. Durian
trees take 15 to 20 years before fruiting and sometihes
people have simply moved away during the time it takes for
the trees to mature.

Groups of men and women will often relocate cahp to be
near the fruiting trees, sometimes moving far from their
usual territory. One such group from the Sepia river camped
in the upper reaches of the Sat river about 4 or 5 miles
from the resettlement of the Kuching people. Not an
igcursion, the event was seen as a time for visiting by the
people at_ Kuching and several families wént off to join this
small group for fruit harvesting. For ‘the most part the men
went out regularly.to look for fruit and nuts. Most of the
trees in the area are known to the people but often they are
not fruiting. There are many trees that are in fruit,
however, and collecting groups are always successful. The
people walk ridges or elephant trails, psering into the
rainforest every so often in order to locate theltrees. They
are reédilyvseen because most fruit is usually brightly‘ ;ﬁf

colored. Although there is much knowléﬁgeéabout the

whereabouts of the fruit trees, they are Widely scattered
through'the rainforest and it was my impression that Semaq
Beri discovered some each time they were ouﬁ. The larget
trees were cliqbed and the branches of the tree ﬁearing thé

I

fruit chopped down and the fruit picked off"them, Some
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species such as the 'tampoi' tree required ritual treatment.
Some of the fruit would be thrown seven different directions
for the ancestors to consume. Although the whole tree‘may be
destroyed during the harvesting, much fruit is left on the
ground for the ancestors. There,was‘no sense of conservation
and I was often startled bydthe single minded  purpose the
Semaq Beri broughf tbvbear'on harvesting of rainforest
produce. Their concern was with cultural/ideological ideas
and not about nature as a system itself. The ancestors
provided the fruit.

| Several species of fruit would be collected in 100 1b
gunney sacks, sometimes fruit being discarded to make room
for a more desirable variety; The collécfors would eat their
fill of fruit and return home with filled bégs. There was
always more than they could carry home. Each person would
return to their own house and would send out portions of the
collection to their friends, relatives, etc. Fruit would not.
always be ripe but iﬁ it could be eaten as, say a vegetable,
it would be picked anyway rather than return.ghen it had
ripened. Green fru;t would be treated as a vegetable and
boiled or fried.

Several kinds of nuts are also available at tﬁis time
ahd they are collected from the ground. One nut called
'kleb' occurs in great quantities. It must be boiled 3 times
oﬁherwise it is quite toxic. These nuts caﬁ be stored for a
few months and provide a great deal of food, protéin, during

the fruit season.
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The fruit and hqney season is a time when inter-band
communication is highest. Young bachelors wander in this
time of plenty, marriages are arranged, friends visit and

0ld ties are renewed.

Gathering Wild Plants

Although the gardens of the Semaqg Beri produce two
types of tubers, ubi kayu (Manihot utilissima), and ubi
keladek (Ipomoea batatas), the people prefer wild tubers and
will make lbng trips to acquire them. Two wildwtubefs are
higﬁly prized: ubi wau, and takup (Discorea esculenta, D.
onbiculata). Sever‘al’ other tubers are ocicaional ly harvested
but are not considered as tasty (eg.Discorea alata,
bulbifera, Iaur‘lfolfa, pentaphylla scortechinii, triphyla,
and piscatorum are*a¥%l eaten, as well as smilax megaéarpa).

All of ﬁhe wild tubersrpave aikaloids dioscorine or:
 dioscorisene and must be boiled or roastedbin.order to
destroy the alkaloids. Burkill describes another,substance;
as yet undiscovered} that causes an irritant action on
throat and tongue. Some tubers when eaten raw (D. alata) can’
produee stupification,-The alkaloids and their anknoﬁn
substance can be either leeched or cooked away and the Semaqg
Beri prepare tubers in both w%zs. During the flood season |

the rainforest is unpleasant to walk in and people avoid

*¢] suspect it was for my benefit that we ate this last
named tuber, because they are often bitter and require . a
great deal of preparation.

F]



long trips preferring to coli;ét tubers and leach them in
the river. They fill bamboo containers full and smoke them
over the fire. In this way plenty of starchy food is
available during the 'difficult’ time. |

Both sexes engage in the digging up ggﬁgupers @ither as
part of the subsistence search or for the sole pufpose of
getting tubers, During the hunt for game the men will
invariably stop to dig  tubers if they come across them and,
as usuai, will roast a few and eat them before returning to
camp.

Tubers are dug with a sharpened stick (ceg). The soil
is moist'and easily dug. Téday, people planning to look for
tubers exclusively will éafry a fencepost digger Qith them
into the rainforest.

Tubers are generally found near streams or lgw lying
areas. The people will walk through likely areaglgééachiné
for the climbing vine and follow the vine to the grou:d}
‘Usually there are several plants in the same area and the
rest of the people will fan out looking for the rest of the
plants. Some tubers grow near the surféce (gadong, ciug) |
-while oﬁhers have roots tﬁat extend up to 6 ft into the

- ground (wau, takup). The latter roots require a considerable

AR

amount of digging. These tubers are not large (about 2 in in
4diamgter) but several pounds can be harvested'from one

» plant. Besides tubers, various fern shoots, palm cabbage,
mushrooms when in seaéon,'various treé shoots énd banana

flowers are collected.

v
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Flsh prOV1aé a s&ﬁhdy sggﬁly Sourd§ of proteln for the

Semaq Bef?. Thefe at§7&ﬁﬁar3%tyﬁo§ memhpds“thﬁt are‘,,
gllng §b0£50n1, & £

@or‘thegmost part>
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oy,

' empl oy ed s{.lc h;;;.a: éé?an

han*& Ahglmg is%a dallg act*nw %ﬁy
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small gfwup% of women w1th chlldren that are either old

\
M

enough’ %&°Tfsh oh thelr own or young enough to be carried
v ‘,v I’ R
< t‘

_ty travels to a prearranged place ang f h back

i

The dec151on to flSh on ‘a- partlcular day will

day . and those thaﬁ want-f

I N
J . \
Dec151ons are taken 1nd§v1dually*on thj has1s of that
» ’ ; ’
1nd1v1dua1 s needs. The aﬁount of f1sh Cawght depends on the

luck that day and on’the~ oqmﬁ@g@ effogg @kﬂﬁhded

Generally they twill stOp”flshgﬁg when they have enough food
for a small meal. If mdre flsh are caught then they will be _
shared with those that did not do well at fishing or "those »
.at'home who didn't go that particular day . River'fishing

o
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w1th a rod and line prov1des a small but steady amount of

food People also fish’ with nets. Two types of nets are
f.employed;-one a clrcular throw net anduthe other a,glll net

‘of various gauges..These nets are expensive, and only‘alfew : .

Semaq Beri had them. Th#% are not used often but can prov1de
i‘ e : . 2 A - " . : 4
a large quanlty of food L S T

. By far the ,most productive method of f1sh1ng is by hand

8. »

-in pools far upsteam These are, organlzed act1v1t1es and are

‘g f

generafly for several days. They are undertken 1n the dry

4

© season and are much lmke worklng hol1days. They are for the

’ most part undertaken by the men but in some cases several

AN
‘\’(

famllles w1ll go ofﬁ together for these act1v1t1es. Flshlng
1 . ?

tr1ps are usually comblned with turtle huntlng ds_the Semaq
Ber1 travel upstream where the f1sh1ng is most productlve.
' The technlque of flsh1ng by hand is to f1nd a pool that is o
! ﬁnaturally damed SO that the fish cannot escape. Most pools b

L are WEIl Jknown to the Semaq Berl”’bnce a pool has been ' B
.

located,‘the_water is muddied- SO thaL%the fish aredunable.’wy

F{‘see the’people ‘When . the fish are di urbed they‘attempt to

* h1de in the debrls on. the bottom of the river bed or, .among

the’ roots of the trees that-llne the.r1ver bank Thevpeople ‘
. S8 v o
than d1ve 1nto the water and fe€l around the bottom or’ among o
-

‘ - .
the tree rooti for the flSh Flsh are not that ea51ly held C :

2

. on to and thlS type of flshlng requ1res a flrmmgrlp and a
qu1ck hand  When the flSh are grabped thelr necks are broken
with a“qu1ck b1te and then are thrown on to‘the shore. The

‘{;numberwoffglsh’taken‘varles,from pooymto\po;l, put On'the.

b

L4

—

X
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aQerage‘about 20(toﬂ30 findathe{r way to the‘shore.@ﬂhe fish
are gutted.and placed on a rack'over the fire to dry. The
fish are rarely dried completely buttenough to transport
them back to camp. The catch 1s d1v1ded up before headlng
back to camp. Flsh are counted out to all those that
participated in the collect1on but extra flSh‘dlll be
allocated to those with larger families. T |
' Fishing by hand is also carried out as people wander
through the rainforest on other kinds of collectlng J
activities. A handful of fish can be caught quite readlly by
feeflng umdef the ovethang of the small streams happened on
duringa¢he course of travelling through the rainforest. Fish
‘poisoning is illegal in Malaysia and the Senaq Beri do not
-engage in'this actiQity aithough they say‘they have in the.
past. They readily supplied my botanical collection with
samples of Derris (tuba root) and'were very familiar with.
‘thie{technique. As with fishing by hand a smallAppolyia

r&lease

damed and the root of the tuba plant is crushed i
the toxic‘juices into. the streamI/The_fish are-st”‘hed and
float to the surface where they are_collected.
e - . .
Seasonal Round T v
< ,
As was noted above in the section, on the flora and
fauna of the Malaysian Penlnsula, the ralnforest env1ronment
_1s falrly homogeneous Thus harvestable resources, with few |

exceptlons, are . avallable throughout the year. Tubers, and

'Tpalm cabbage wh1ch form the bulk of the carbohydrate diet,

N



“at different times; and when they do occur they are

-months of April and May. The flood months are considered a

73

and all of the fauna harvested are always.available. The
exception to this are seasonal products such as‘mushrooms,

certain tree leaves, fruit and honey. These products occury.

harvested to the exclusion‘of regular subsistence items. ?’

" This is particularly true during the fruit and honey season

when the Semaq Beri subsist almost exclusively on these

groducts.‘

.The flood season which occurs during the months of

3aNbvember to January ‘are times that the Semaq Beri engage 1?/

'f commodlty productlon w1th greater enthu51asm. TH% rainforest

is, aﬂ\thls tlme, particularly wet and unpﬁ;asant to travel
%épund 1n. Rlvers are swollen, jungle tralls turn to knee
hlgh mud and are extremely d1ff1cult to travel on :and
tigers come down oloser to the river in search of water .

buffalo a%d“wild pigs who forage there during the wet times.

-

" The Semag Beri‘prefer not to travel around very much during

S

the very rainy periods and when there is the danger of »

flooding. *® Some minor flooding also occurs during the

€]
/

"famine" time and ;the preparation of ohr 2° is undertaken:

27When I complalned that I was tired of eatlng mushrooms at

every' meal and refused the offer of them on several ¥ ¢
occasions, I was told that I had better eat them now- because

they would not be available soon.

**.December is the time of greatest reduced activity.

2°This food is leached tubers of many ‘varieties (however

with the inovation of gardens the tubers are generally ubi

m
..

“kayws a domesticated tuber) which are grated with a spiny

food not so Jmych

sheath of a rattan and stuffed into large: “bamboo containers

cadse it is needed since ‘they have access
g, ;butabecause ‘no-one would ‘ncrmally eat

- and smoked Bver ;gf ﬁire. This food is refered to as famine

to store bou t

L)
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The preparatlon of ohr and the harvettlng of less de51rable

‘9
@E%ers 1s undertaken at thlS t1me because of the

il o PR
[

availab111ty of supply. These tubers are not generally
consumed %u&ing other times but when it.is disco&ered it's
place is remembered for future reference},]t is'important tg
emphasize that there are‘literally-hundreds of edible
vegetable products avilable to thd Semaqg Beri and only a

l. small portion of these products are harvested and consumed

regularly. As was mentioned above, pigs move downbcloser to
the river and are hunted mbre vigoutously during this
period. Much of their meat is smoked and stored above the

¢ .

L4

fire and will be consumed before going out &o.hunt again.
This time is also considered aﬂqoﬁewhat dangerohs time to be -
'moving about in the'jungle for reasons that_make sense for

their belief system. However, this is also»a time to collect

'gaharu wogd and rattan.

Near the end of the flood season the Semaq Beri prepare

5

for-thencoming'of what we would con;ider'spring. This time
is prefaced'by a ceremonyAdescibed briefiy below. The'bansal
. serves more: than r1tual requ1rements for it brlngs together
bands from other areas and gives an opportunity for young
people to look each over as potentlal mates, renews .old

k1nsh1p ties and keeps the group together for a seven day

Saboo perlod a0,

29 (cont'd) it if other food was available.

3°A taboo period exists for seven days in which people that
have participated in the ceremony ‘are not allowed to leave
the camp. This period was violated regularly. When I asked
them about this they sadd that it is what they should do.
After the basal held in March of 1982 an

[

.‘I' El
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‘During the early months and the last few months of the

-
=

o year the Semag Beri engage more often in the product1on of

oommodltles. From the'end'of March to the end of September

the Semag Beri spend most of their time in subsistencev

production. Thé& main reason>for this<may be that it is

during thlS t1me that the great guantities of honey and

fruit are avallable These are easily obtalned and although

,substantlal efforts are requ1red success is quarenteed

because of the knowledge gathered durlng the other months

‘gépbout the whereabouts of e1ther honey treés or fruit trees.
w

»

The honey and fruit seasofi have been described in some

‘detail in an- earlier section but a few points can be made

" here., If there'is apy seasonal or ecological determination

of the organ1zat10n of productlon, 1t lles in the fact that

the Semaqg Beri 1nvarlably harvest products that .are
Lt

available with the 1east effort and at the t1me they are -

available. Thus during the fruit season, for example, tne

people will exist almost excldésively on fruit supplemented

'occasiOnally by store bought rice and sardines. The fruit

season is.a time to visit relatives and to travel to known
son 1V e ,

areas with wild fruit as well as abandoned gardens. *" These

areas supplied the Semaqg Beri with a considerable amount of
¥ :

3°(cont'd) uncharacter1st1cally large group of men went out-
for turtles and fish.

*'In the area we lived in was bordered on the south by a
national park. During the Emergency the government removed

"all of the settlements inside the park and after the

Emergency did not allow the people return to those villages
that were inside the national park (Taman Negara). Thus
there were several fruit orchards that had been abandon to
the encroachment of the jungle. .-

R

"
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fruit. The fruit seaso&%ends'ar0und”the end of September,
After the fruit season is over th% Semaq Beri begin to
engage more in the production of commdditieé.'Rattan
producing camps are sef up dpri&er and large groups of men
go off on collectind trips for sevefal weeks at a time. The
rattan collecting camps include most of the members of one
of the bands with a few other relatives that have tagged‘-
‘along for the opportunity to maké some cash from the
coilection of rattan. Thé@@ are cadbé away from the
résettlement and aré genefally occupied for several months
at a time. Details of‘commodity production will be discussed .,

+

in the next chapter.
. @
Conclusions ) £

*

Production groups wvary iﬁvsize dépeﬁdingcén the
resource harvested and the length of the érip%Short daily
forays are organizéd ad hoc and group size ié smal}. ?gese
short’ trips provide- the méjority of ﬁhe subsistence. Male
task groups such a%athese cbn;ist of age~mate§ while womens'
task groups consis£>of age mates as well as women from older
and younger generations. Semaq Beri sociél organizatién
tends to be organized latérally rather than horizontally or
hierarchically. Age mates are significant others. This is .
true particularly for male task grogpg becauséﬂthey
égeherally reside with their wife's:kiﬁgrbup. It is less true -
for womens task gmoups'since they generally still reside

with their owqtkingroup.

@‘ A - | ‘
‘ |
\
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Larger groups_form for longer forays into the
rainforest and group composition is slightly different.
These groups oftep will include members of other bands as in
honey and fish and turtle hunts. These larger groups are
also composed of kin of different generations.

Each subsistence trip is a bounded event. On short
notice (even for large groups) these groups form ad hoc and
volutarily. Duringkgﬁ@ hunting trip the people will act as a

5

communal unit of production, dividing labour and organizing”

consumptlon as a group. The trip is concluded by the
tion of produce, usually before reachlng the main

5 person:\ﬁqyolved negotlate each trip and the W

comp051t10n each t1me they go out.

The almost non ex1stent d1v151on of labour in

-

productlon (a51de fram gender and age) the low level.of
technology, and the ready access’ to both resources and means.
of product1on all conspire to produce a flexible residence
pattern and an anarchlé%lc system of . productlonr

'Groupness beyond the level of the 1nd1v1dual h0usehold is

2ased on an 1deology of exchange and dlstrlbutlon of persons

(mates) and things (food). °?

32These aspects also consplre to prevent the development of
political authority which I would argue is necessary for the
appropriation of surplus’ labour. It is, I believe, the
evolution of political systems of domination that conditions
the development of the historical transformations, However
it is the disruption of the reproduct1ve schemes that allows
new mgdes of production to be 'born' and to dominate. These

formgewildgpecessarily rise from the structure of the
1};&3 ous’ §de of production. .
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111, Commodity Production

Introduction ' ‘ o
The rainforests of Malaysia contain a variety of
commercially exchangeable objects which provide cash to
Orang Asli collectors. For the most part, groups of Orang
Asli in the more inaccessible areas are the major producers
of these products, although up-country Malays, traditionally
ﬁiddiemen, often collect some products to acquire cash to
supplement their subsistence economy. Our concern here is
with Orang Asli collectors and specifically the Sémaq Beri
who are oftenyin compet;tion with Malays and cannot be
considered exclusive collectors of rainforest produce. The
Malays, because of Islamic prohigitions on certain foods and
a traditional fear of the deep rainforest generally.do not
remain in the rainforest for extended periods and are
restricted for the most part to short forays in the forest
or toxareas alohg Aavigable rivers (Hood:1979) This leaves
: large relatively inaccesible areas free to the Orang Asli to
'iﬁ éxplqﬁt, As'forest-dwellers, the dfang Asli are able to :
remain in the forest for indefinife periods of time.
‘It seems reasonable in this context to?assume that
,K?istor%call¥ha form of division giklabour existed between
&Bﬁhéic hunters and sedentary agriculturalists: Oragg Asli
';qurimaryﬁcollectors and Malay ag:iculturalists'aé merchant
middlemen. Traditioﬁally, the deep forest §a§ feared by

Malays and they rarely ventured wery far.(see Endicott:1975;

79
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Hood: 1979))
' Trade of forest products has featured significantly in
relations between tHe Orang Asli and Malays as they worked
out territoriality @&ﬁeipheconomic division of labour. Dunn
(1975) has convincingl;'argued that trade has been an
important element for thousands of years in Orang Asli
economicjlife. Wheatly (1961) provides ample evidence of
trade 1n%§%rest products to Chinese as early as the first
centuryw@nd list products exported to China in the 13th and
14th%Fehtur1es as 1nclud1ng products such as beeswax,
betédoot, camphor, hornbill casques; incense, sandalwood,
honey, lakawood, sapen wood, tortoise;shell, ivory, lac,
rhinoceros horn, ebonyf“%%%‘turtle carapaces.

Modern ethnologisée provide much anecdotal evidence of
trade .(Schebesta, 1973; Alias Mohd Ali, 1876; Ehdicotti?i
1974; H. D. Noone, 1936:96-98; R.D. Noone, 1955). Skéets and
Blagdon describe silent trade ?15@@6 vol 1:27) although this
information is anecdotal’.

" In this section products that are collected from the
forest for sale will be described briefly. The products
gathered by tﬁe Semaq‘Beri are considered as minor‘forest
products, major products being timber and flrewood " They are
by no means 1ns1gn1f1cant to the national economy and are
the major source of cash for Sem?ﬁ Beri, and many other:
érang Asli peoples. ’ ‘

Forest products are collected at the instigation of the'

merchant middleman who have eithe? rece;ved orders from

)
[
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downstream middlemen or who by monitoring prices for various
commoditjes in demand decides that a profit might be made at
specific times. More will be said later of the relation
between middlemen and Semaq Beri foresﬁ collectors.

Traditionally the Semaq Beri have collected an enormous
variety of forest products including rattan, gutta-percha,
dammar, gums and oils, fibres, incense woods, fruits and
other foods, mediciﬁaljand poisonous plants, rhinoceros
horns, ivory, hornbill casques and numerous birds for
plummage, bezoar stones ,turtle carapaces, honey and
beeswax, dragons blood and kemenyang.

'Today the largest soufce of revenue comes from rattan,
honey and incense wood. Thékothe; above mentioned plants are
occasionally harvested when évailgblé; Gums, dammars and
oils are rarely harvested for exchange today. They have been

replaced by petroleum products, various synthetics and

cheaper o0ils and guhs.

Rattan Collection |

Rattéhs are spiny climbing plants which belong to the
Lepidocayoid group of the Palm Family. Peninsular Malaysia
is tﬁe hub of Southeast Asian rattan distribution. There are
12 genera of rattan comprising about 600 species
(Dransfield). In Malayéia, of the 220 wilgd speciés of paims
123 species are rattans‘}Whiteméré, 1979:98). These palms

are ethnobotanicallly important and have been utilized,

perhaps ‘#ince man first entered Southeast Asia (Dransfield),
Eid ) L
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as a source of cane for basketry, binding, cordage and a
~wealth of other purposes. Fruits of a variety of rattans are
edible but are invariably sour tasting.'The fruit of the
palm Salacca glabrescens is particularly sweet tasting and
collected enthusiastically when encountered. One species of
rattan Daemonorops (jerenang) hﬁs resin crystals in the
fruit wall which can be extracted and was sold anciently as
Dragon'sBlood ksee Burkhill, 1935) but used locally: for
blowpipe m0uthpieEes“and traéitional medicine. Calamis
castineus is ﬁséd to thatch roofs.

The principal use of rattan is és a source of cane
either spiit for binding and basketry or used whole for
furniture. Almost all of the rattan is exported to Singapore
where fof centuries Chinese entrepeneurs have controlled and
developed this industry. Malaysia, in hopes of developing a
rattan industrf hasfrecentiy imposed a high export tariff on
raw ratfan but with little success. The bulk of rattan,
"whole or split, is exported to Singapore, where it is
treated and graded and exported ts distant markets.
Singapore does little mandfactufﬁng of rattan products; its
skill lies in the collection aﬁd skillful sorting of the raw
mgterialU(Whitdmore 1979).
| According to Dransfield (1979), Peninsular Malaysia
1 contributés about 4% of the world trade‘which in 1977
amountgd to '‘about $1;6 million iniraw'rag}an exports. In
terms of manufactured rat£an ariicies, Dransfield estimates

about M$2,744 mjillion. It is by no means an insignificant

-
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trade and although much less income accrues to the primary
collector (a standard rate would be half of the market value
in the nearest town), a substantial ameunt of money can be
derived from this activity. ’

The process of collect}ng.rattan for sale requires some
specialized knonledge of types of rattan, There are two main
grades that correspond to a variety of species, Rattans
enter the world of commerce as rattan sticks, cane core and

split cane. They are the raw material for the manufacture of

cane furnlture. They have a variety of local and nat10nal

"uses. A large quantity is used, for instance, to 1 mboo

together for scaffolding'for construction purposes.‘Twenty
stories of scaffolding lashed together with rattan is not an
uncommon sight on large city construction sites.

The rattan trade is a multi-million dollar business
but, as Dransfield“(1979) notes, it is often extremely
loosely and chaotlcally organized. As én \mst trade in "

forest products 1% 1s an anc1ent trade ﬁnd\lpng lnpes of

v f; :

middlemen protect tbeir interests by keeplngésources and
\ . 1

contacts secret I o Ty 't‘.t'pjﬂ‘

Botanists have long struggled to sort out the

relat1onsh1p between trade names and sc1ent1f1c taxonomy

N

with little success (see Foxworthy, 1922:157; Rldley, 1903
Dransfield, 1979; and Whltemore, 1979:i01).-Species
collected have local.ndﬁ%s but once collected the rattan's

name may change from hand to hand or with each sorting.

s

‘Further confusion may exist because the scientific
\ \ - . y A ¥ X0 . ]



nomenclature; as Dransfield(1979:1) notes, is probabiy'
unsound. ' | ' Ad e e

Burkhill (19355 classifies rattans into fodrmainyfkc"ﬁ
groups, Vis: : | . 'V‘A | SRR
A. Sego, which includes all canes that haye a siliceoogjyf:mﬁyn
outer layer that crg&ks and springs off when the care iéf.;ﬁ_”f
bent, V | . | if#'ﬂ
B. Lunti, which includes the same kinds as (A) but froﬁ m,?t
which the silica layer has been removed,

C. Ayer, which appears to cover'everything that is not
included in the above two classes, - L R )/’F
“D. Sticks, with or without rooted ends, in sbortVStreighﬁ.
lengths suitable%for walking‘sticks and other‘ourposeslwhere
stiffness and'straightnessvareftbe chief coneideration.

The. Semaq Beri gather”two cléssesfof\rattan- rattan to
be spllt and bundled 1n groups of 100 of about 9m in length,
and rattan cane unspl1t bundled 1n 10 5 or ﬂ2 s. This
latter cane is almost always rotan manau and is used for
furniture constructlon.kThe fonmer spllt cane maybe a l
variety of species mlxed or sorted dependlng on Ehe | !
middleman's order. F R . - : -

is

The method of harvestlng is 51m11ar in, both cases. The
/ :
‘he canopy or in some cases trees
q» - .
r; away from'the support trees.‘-. g
a;“ v

{ off elther by a blow from the

rattan 1is dragged out of

are climbed and the;!ét 1&11

“The leaf sheathS'are st
) - N - ‘ ,.L

flat of the blade of t arang"” or ralnforest knlfe or by

dragging the cane thﬁaygh a fog& in a tree,‘zhe leaf sheaths .




i

. '\ e
snapplng off at thelr bases and the flex1ble stem be1ng

pulled through clean. Blg stems, rotan manau, is® ‘cut up in
3m lengths and in bundles of 10 carr1ed out to the.
collectlng camp. Smaller stems’ to be spllt are dragged out
‘uncut in 10 lengths of 200 ft or: more. In camp the latter
class 1s;sp11t pared cut into 9m lengths and bundled -into -
100's, | ‘ B "

Rattan collecting‘is oroani@ed at the instigation of-
the middleman who has received -orders for specific k1nds of
:rattan. The Semaq Ber1 are generally in a perpetual state of
debt to.the m1ddleman who uses thls fact to "encourage" them
-to collect ra1nf9rest produce. Each ‘band or "puag" has its
rown m1ddleman and will deal w1th h1m exclu51vely This is
partly because of the pefpetual debt and partly because they
have establ1shed falrly close although amb1v1lent links w1th
him.' \ |

The Semoq Ber1 travel long dlstances to‘collect rattan
' Rattan 1n the more accesible areas is: monopollzed by the.
‘Malay collectors. Rattan is also more plent1ful in the
remoter area;; areas wh1ch are not generally acce551ble to

"Malays.“Thes are also better hunt1ng areas.

The collectlon of rattan is a communal affalr and otten
‘_cons1dered a kind of hollday in whlch the whole famlly,
1ndeed an entlre band, part1c1pates. There is much that the
"fam111es can do s1nce ‘the rattan ;s proccesed by bundllng,“»
spllttlng etc. As mentloned above, each Malay m1ddleman w1ll»‘

deal_w1thAwhatilslessentlally a single band and w1ll’prov1de

5
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"much of the .provisions for the coliectingmenteprise;eThis

,

-'prqvisioning is]soﬁething that is done‘gederally‘onlx when -~

|
@

people are out aétuelly doing the collecting; s0 for the |

- Semog._Beri it is some iﬁﬁgﬁtive to~go out in the rainforest *

because itfehables.them_fb eat food‘thét~they‘might not

ordinarily have access to, 'including luxury items such as-

. candy for the}children; 2 e

Gaharu wood Collegﬁing

&

The production\Bf\ghis commodiﬁy differs a little from
the production of rattan. fh:this,case‘thefmen usually go

out in groups: by themselves as they do when off on short

‘fishing/turtle»hUnting expeditions, The‘gaharu collecting

group is usually,ma@e'up of a single band. The'cqllecéion'of

gaharu wood gives 'a great deal of cash to the Semog-Beri and
; I P e R i
it is an enterprise in which all wisp'to engage in, **

.There is g great'deal of secrécf surrounding the -

.coilection of this cemmodity._This is so not only because of

?he faét”that.the largef the group' the more diluted the

gihcome but«élso because,'sinee the government resettled

—— e e L - ———————

.thhe Semog Beri have access to goods at other times as 7'

‘well. The Semoq Beri are in a constant state of debt to thd.

‘\
\

hiddleman. These debts are for ‘the most part kept to a o
minimum by the merchant for the simple reason the Semog Beri-
are famous for moving to different bands. This leaves the
middleman with quite a few bad debts. These?debts were
showed to me reqularly by the merchant that I had the most
contact with, to show no'doubt how difficult it was dealing
with the Semoq Beri. _ : o )

**In relative terms the cash aquired from the sale of gaharu

“-wood is greater than any other type of commobdity production.

Although gaharu wood production is significantly less

\labour, rattan and honew production is much more reliable in

terms of Availability in supply and consistent. sources.
| ‘ : : Co
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‘these peoble severaliband' live 1n broxlmlty to each
other, it is hard to concZEI an organized trlp. ThlS |
lconfounded my attempts to join them,1n1t1ally, but as they
accepted, first, that I was not 1nterested in the commodlty
-itself, 1 was invited along s part gf the kingroup with
{whom I was 11v1ng Howeyer hen a.trip was being organlzed
'I was told who. was comlng and who not to inform of the

expedltlon. Sometlmes several klngroups m1ght meet in the

ra1nforest but t ey rarely Went out. together. The tr1ps to

.old trees and earch1ng for new ones. Some of the old 51tes'
4

were returne -to year after year. In one case we were
: travel1ng t‘rough thd ralnforest when one of the men
. .remembered travelllng w1th his father to a tree nearby.

'Everyone ent looklng for the tree and it was soon

+

i

dlscover d The tree had been cut down years ago and there

" was no7 1ng left of it save muddy rotted wood that had all N
_ N /
but dlslntegrated The Semog Ber1 set to 51ft1ng through the

" mud for. gaharu wood wh1ch because of the comp051tion of the
wood (hardened re51ns) did not decay like the rest of the
tree. A few hundred doLAars were gathered and the group

\\\\\\m:;ed off. The peopie never harvested all the gaharu wood in™

tree but - took as much as they felt llke and then moved
e ~._ .

T d o .

. on. el ¥
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Relatxons to Merdhants T
The relat1oﬂSh1p developed between Ehe merchants and
thé people is fa1r1y typical of reLat1ons huhter- gatherers
.~.have had with merchanﬁ%. That is, the_;elatlonshlp_ a
- b1ndlq§ econbmfc tie. Th?,traders 1n,the Ulu Tembllng reglon -
*and, I belleve,vthroughouh&Malay51a, guardhcarefully the1r
| }poslt{on in the,network oE commodity movement;glt was an
impossible task to unravel the movement'of goods pastvthe’
'first traderl First’of~all it was con51dered 1mp011te to‘
enqu1re ‘about a trader’ s bus1ness.conneotrons andie ‘ﬁgn 1f
wthe anthropologlst by def1n1t10n 1mpoilte, RH: 1ed to enquire
further he wbuld be met w1th confu51ng'and contrad1ctory

1nformatlon. However, speculatlon on other people s bu51ness

-

was read1ly d1scussed through transm1tted 90551p.

The 11m1tat10n presented by thls ethnographlc reallty

- -

prevented tracxng the movement of goods from the Orang A511

" to markets 1n ingapore where most goods. ended~up. The

-

~ amount of value a ed in each transact1on was 1mposszble to

»calculate accurately,. but prlmary producers usually recelved
about half or less of the value of th%‘ppoducts in ‘
- Slngapore. ;. - . , 3 . - : .‘>,?.
Productlve act1v1ty directed at the source of doods was
also guarded The effect of thls secrecy was to create ‘a
“k1nd of d1v1s1onﬂof labourvor d1str1but1on of task. This
ridgidness was,ﬁeproduced and maintained by thevfear of

™

losing one's place in the transactign line. Merchants are

A4l

particularly vulnerable to competigfon al etition is to
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.be feared. . "

Wl . 4 T . Lo
BN v . o

Honey as a Commodity

Honey production has' been described in a preVious

w

sectlon as part of trad1t1onal sub51stence productlon. It A's

“«

also, when collected in large quant1t1es, ‘a commodlty to be
exchanged There seems to be very little confllct generated

/by the fact of 1ts commod1tlzat1on and that 1t straddles the .
d1stance between ‘the trad1t1onal and the 'modern’ uses of
T L L B

it. Tradltonally the Semaq Beri would harvest ~only as much

t

g’sgthey needed but w1th the posslb111ty of selling or

exchang1ng it for 1tems produced outside the1r economy they

?

have collected it with. greater enthu31asm. All of the 1tems

\

for exchange that the Semaq Ber1 collect have some use’ value
but only in small quanltles. It could be argued that the
1ncreased productlon neceSsary to produce these commodltles
could 1nterfere with the tradltlonal economy and thus be a
factor in chang1ng the economy. ‘The questlon could be
addressed by analy51ng the amount of labour decessay to
produce commodltles vs.'sub51stence items, that is how much -
does producing for exchange contr1bute to the reproductlonﬁ.
of the band However, when the reproductlon ‘of the band or.
group requ1res such small amounts of labour in the first
‘place, rt seems to be a’moot p01 whether commodlty A
production'interferes or. as appea moreillkely, enhances
the reproductlon of the group As I have been at pa1ns to

(

' show it- is not the productlon that is 1mportant in



produet1on generally deflned S, dg%ersh1p relat1ons— access
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analysing the economy of the Semaq'Beri but the manner in
~wh1ch 1t 1s produced and nhe way its value is approprlated

. bx the soc1ety ‘This is the the soc1al relations of

'to the means of productlon ‘and access to the fruits of e

‘wlabour. It is these relatlons that dominate the organ1zat10n .

]
of production and not the other wa around

wild honey in Malays1a partic larly honey collected by

: the Orang Asli is con51dered to have heallng propertles and

1ts pr1o¥ is over- inflated 'in the larger towns and c1t1es.

The Orang Asli rece1ve a hlgher prlce for the honey as a

result of this. The prlce that the Semaq Ber1 rec1eved for

all of the commodltles depended - generally on the price that

. the merchants would recieverfrom the merchant they dealt,

with. There is a great deal of competition beEyeen merchants
for commodltles producted by the Semaq Beri. Th1s does not

mean that the Semaq Berl\are selllng to the hlghest bidder

*.because as was mentloned before, the debt obI19at1ons and

J

the relatlons built up between partlcular merchants“and the

Semaq Beri were generally very durable. However the threat

.from other- merchants was . very real. and this was enough to

keep the pr1ce relatlve to the market prlce. As. was"

mentloned above, the price was about half of the value in

“the large c1t1es The Semaq Beri - generally rec1eve between 5

and 10 Malay51an dollérs for:a kllogram of honey. In the

- large c1t1es I saw some of thls honey for sale at $30M per

|
kg. but’ thlS was an except1onal prlce. Durlng the honey

L
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season of 1982 t?e Semag Beri collected well .over 500
kilograms of honey. This amount wés collected by the grdup
that I resided with {six houséhclds % ) who were very
pféduc%ive. o I

The production of honey has been described in an

1

‘y k ' . .
earlier section. Herg -§ want to briefly review the

7

.

A

gon and the distribution of the honey

organiiation of produc
‘as a commodity. fhe,production:groups are larger than the
small groups of men that would form to hunt pigs or monkeys.

These groups for the ‘most part are similar to the fishiﬁg"

. and turtle huntihg grogps'and the commodity producing group§

J

- that stay in the rain fotest for periods up to several

»

weeks. Honey production requires larger g:oups than would

normally form for the daily subsisterice search. The larger
‘groups are formed for longer stays in the rainforest but
sinqe‘the rég;urce is stationary, part of the reason for
p

larger'groups'forming is so thét.allﬂpeople;could gain

access to that resource. Although access to the resource was

< 3

' guaranteed to all of those thaﬁ/méde the effbrt to jdinffhe

group, in reality the people who organized the prodution did

" so with some secrecy. This may reflect some of the problems

with the resettlément in that several bands lived at Kg.

-

-‘Kucing,and traditonally qnly members of' one band wouldv

**The group that I resided with included the best climbers
and often several members of the other bands would. join ‘us
in the honey search. They were connected by kin links and
were introduced to me as kin. They also were the last to
have their tins filled with honey combs and bee larva. They
were allowed, however, to eat as much of the honey gathered

as they wanted to.
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harvest honey. There was however no mechanism to, prevent
anyone from Jolnlng the harvestlng group other than by
31mply not, 1mform1ng them. Each group that formed requ1red
"at least two men that were w1111ng to Cllmb the bee trees.A
This is dangerous work since 1t is done durlng overcast
nlghts and often 1n the ra1n.u
- The ‘men who cl1mb are paid by those that ‘sell thelr
share of the honey. HowéVer they do not recieve any money
from people that do not sell their share of the honey. The
distribution of-honey is at-the site of the harvesting
’ During the honey ‘season that I part1c1pated-1n, honey

was available in large quant1t1es and .the p0551b111ty of
selling 1arge amounts of 1t encouraged more harvesting than
would be normal for sub51stence purposes. The Semaq Ber1
reallzed the potent1a1 for making a llttle cash dur1ng a
time when they would normally be harvesting honey anyway.

They invested a considerable amount of their labour in the

collection of honey during that year.

Conclusions

.TheMSemaq Beri produce commodities for the world
market. Production for exchange allows them to purchase '
commodtties'produced within capitalist relations of o
production. They are thus connected to the market by using
cash to purchase capitalist commodities. The relation to the
‘capitalist market is mediated tor each band by a merchant

capitalist whovbuys theirvproduce and sells them‘objects

-



produced outside their“economy.“ e |

Merchant capital is employed at the level of exchange.
It buys commoditiee and sells them with added value
(M-C-M'). It doeS‘not as a rule insert itself into
production, that is inQest its capital into the means of
production, which may include toois or productive land, and
rarely does it‘seek.to reorgangze~production relations.,

Forces of supply and demand determine price in toe‘
world market qnd.thus determine the price of rainforest
produce- for primary producers. Since exchange of rainforest
produce is cheotic'end anarchistic, littlevorganizational‘
poténtial is possible to affect supply. However, many
middlemen will ‘not rlsk capltal 1f prices are too low and
for some commodities (gaharu wood) some hoarding will occur ‘
in the hope-priceshyill‘rise.JRattans must be exchanged
immediately because they must be processed within 10-15 days
after harvest. Prices in this case are agreed to beforehand
and the produce will always be spec1al ordered through a
long line of middlemen.

The middlemen takes profit from buying and seliing
commodities. He buys‘cheaoly and sells dear. For the Semaq
Beri, this results in a double fexploitation". Toe people
ére well aware of current brices for rainforest produce and
the price of~capitalist commodities but dre relucrent to
markgr €B§3 bbwn produce for a var1ety of reasons. Three

fn"\&\ iy \j
reasonsgare*glven. FlrsﬁgWE"“

Y-

% reluctant to make long

trips 1nto town (60 miles -.wntiber) because they say they
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~are afraid and have no one with whom to stay (i.e.
relative); second the Chinese or Malay mg}chants will cheat
them (although probably nb moré than their own middleman
("towkay'); and finally, the Semaqg Beri say that in order to
go to town one must have enough money to buy all the things
desired otherwise they may be put in the dangerous state of
"punun™ (see.section on punun, Chapter 4¢).

There are two major‘reason§ for the various primary
producing groups to stick with their own middleman.ﬁFirst,
the people are kept in constant debt to fhe middleman and
thus are "obliggd" to trade their produce to him, even at
lower prices. Second, middlemen protect éarfully their
position, and thus bring sanctions to bear on the Semaq Beri
if they were to use another middlemaﬁ; These sanctions would
include refusal td:sgll goods to thefbffenders.or to buy
their produce. In the area researchéd, the middlemen were in
fact relatives (brother-in-laws) and acted in concert
concerning prices and eliminating new competition from ofher
people in the area. Others were unwilling or unable to raise
enough capital to be able to diﬁtribute"gbods over the long
term because the Semaq Beri are\notoriously bad debt payers.
The Semog Beri do however feel some obligétion to sell
produce to whom they owe money. Motivéting the Semaq B;ri to
go out for rainforest produce is often the subjeét of bitter
dispute bétween tLe middleman and his debtors.

The middleman generally provides the necessary

>

provisions for harvesting éctivities; that is, he loans on
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credit rice, sugar, ﬁéa,-tobacco, shotguyn shel&s, etc, A
against the products that the group wili harvest and sell to
him. Sometimes the value of the products harvested is
sufficiént to pay off.the debt accumulated from long sfaysv
in thevsettlement and sometimes not. It is oftenvdifficult
fér the middleman to motivate hisvgroup to collect
commodities. This is the extent of the middleman's insertion
into the production of .commodities. He supplies food and
occasiqnaily tools (axes, énd small woodworkiné tools), but
for the most part toolsare owned by the producers.

| Forest products are traded for cash and in turn
converted to a variety of luxury items, as ;ell as foods ¢
such as rice, sweets, tobacép, te;, salt, canned m?lk;,and
. sugar. Knives, axeé, shotgun shells; cooking pots, fishing
line, hooks, nuts and plastic sheeting are also purchésed.
Luxury items include radios, ghetto-blasters, cassette tapes
and cloth. Two boats and one 12 horsepower Envinrudé had
been purchased about ten years ago by.thé nominal leader of
one group who dealt with Musa the middleman.

Traditionally the "leader" of the band dealt with

outsiders. *¢ The bands' relation to middlemen is med{ated

- — — —— o t— o —————

*¢This §glitical organization has been institutionalized

among th¢ Semelai, a closely related group of slash and burn_

horti¢uliuralists. The Semelai have a "penghulu" (leader.),
"juk€ra” Yexternal relations) .and a "bomoh" (shaman). These
offices are often held by one man.

. The Semog Beri have identical "offices" but they have
been replaced by government appointed leaders (i.e. with a
political?organization that mirrors up-country kampong.
(village), political organization). This is a cause of some
bitterness by traditional office holders.
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decisions. The group leader's friendship is cultivated by

the middleman through gifts and sharing of boats, motors,
etc. Musa, thezhiddleman of kin group with whom we were
living with, was at the time building a wooden house for w
Dollah, the government appointed leader. The kin group -
followed Dollah, but his authority was weak. *’ The three
other bands in the resettlement followed their own leader
and had their own middleman.

Debt obligations are one of the ways a middleman
~attaches people to him. Establishing persbnal relations
using traditions of hospitality -sharing food, tea, etc. and

- b
visiting reqularly are other ways to maintain relations. e

Several poig&s should be made here about the
organization of labour and the composition of.grohps'in
commodity production. The composifﬁbn of thé'grouﬁs mirror
the production groups that harvest fish and turtles and
presumably the traditional honey collecting groups. By far
the greatest contribution to subsistence is by smaller
production groups éuch as monﬁey or pig hunting groups *°* ,
i1 was told not that Dollah was the leader but they s
"followed him". They implied that it was a temporary .
affiliation and a voluntary one.

** It should be noted that relations between Malays and
Orang Asli as a rule are tense and distrustful. As has been
noted, slave raiding occurred well into this century.
*’Pig hunting has been made much easier with introduction of
shotqguns and has enabled small groups of people to harvest
pigs. Traditionally that is before people had access to
shotguns, pigs would be speared. The composition of these
traditional groups would have been much larger and the
ha4§Fsting of pigs more of a communal affair. The other
tra®itional technique was to chase pigs into an area that
would be actually fenced in, a process that could take

several days. This technique required, a considerable amount
of labour and all ,of the band members' attention.
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as well as the large’daily contribution small womens' groups

Vi

make, These latter groups consist generally of three or four //

womeﬁ and a few of the oldef children. They aresgenerally

mothers and daughters or sisters. .

/

Rice is an important staple for the Semag Beri 5pd /
although they have made many, for the most part, disast{ou§//
efforts to drow their own fice,'they generally purchase tﬂ;
bulk of it. In ér@er to do this they must produce
commodities for e#éhange. Other kinds of cash producing
- labour such as wage labour, garden production, or rubber

production- all of which are undertaken by Malays in the

~

“area- were never engaged in during the tenure of the study.

People reported‘engaing in these kinds of labour,
)

opcasibnally in the past, but, labour for others waé
conducted on a voluntary, reciprocal basis or for a potion
of the'éice or rubber Qa:vest. Even so, these kinds of
labour are not siénificant,for the haintainance and
reproduction of the Semaq Beri)gr their social syétem. The
‘collection of réinforest»prodqcts for exchange is the

prefered method of aquiring cash to purchase these items. *°

'

- — -y — —— g — -

'? Store bought goods contribute to.the maintainance of the
Semag Beri. The Semaq Beri purchase the following items:
rice, and tinned goods such as sardines, squid, jams,
condiments and milk. Other food items include sweets and
Malay "junk food". Meat i's never bought.

‘ The Semag Beri do not consider water buffalo to be
tasty although they expresse.a preference for meat over
other food items. Occasionally the Malays will shoot a
marauding pig in their garden or rice field. Pig flesh is
haram-forbidden and thus cannot be eaten as a rule, by the’
Malays who are Moslems. These pigs are offered to the Semaq

~Beri if they will come and get it. Malays are forbidden to
touch pigs. ' Vo
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‘.c;éérlyfffomﬁtheir_pé}spective‘thig is an important.way to.

" maintain their independence
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land from all reports they have -

been dding this Rind of cash-producing labouf\forfas long- as

~.anyone could remember. ¢! .
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“1Eatlier Iférgued frpmfth'hiéthiéal and pféhistbriggﬂ*
‘evidence that .the Orang Asli have since the beginning
Christian erg .engaged in the trading of commodities.
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IV. Distribution and Exchange of Objects in Semaq Beri

&

'Soeiety

Introductien *
.Thefdistribution of goods in Semag Beri society is.
‘determined by an ideology of generalized recipro¢ity. This

reciprocity-allows the fairly equitable distrlbution»of A’

~

Tgoods:that have use Vélue, excludingnthoselobjects that'have
B exchange value only, such as commodities that%are collected
'kfor exchange and money 1tself As we will see below (see '
sectlon on Punun) the concept of ,punun and kloy dlrects the’
d1str1but1on of the goods that have‘use value but does not

'.determine the distribution of those objects that have

exchange value. - -

The Determination of Distruibution- Punun and Kloy g
Thé social obligation to share is deeply embedded in
the ideology and social practice‘of Semoq Beri cplture. But

perhaps more powenful is the Semoq Ber1 notlon/that a person

¢

is respon51b1e for his or her own welfare. In the preceedlng

?

‘chapters I have tr1ed to give an 1dea of the anarchy in’

. 1 '
production, that people are respons1ble gor feeding
; , . g :

themselves. They make their own tools arnd , hunt and gather'

on an ad hoq»basisi Even small children trap and hunt. small

/
rodents and b1rds in and around the camp. By . the age of 9 or

'boys and glrls are supplylng a,éood portlon of thelr own

[ roteln needs. In practlce, those people who gathered food

,1"60 - u
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u?" always consumed what~they‘wanted before sharing.it with’
others. Small squirrels or birds were shared only in the

family unit, ﬁhat.ié if they had not be'en consumed by the -

individual.in the rainforest before returning to camp.
Sharing in practice is an onerbus_}esponsibility : y
-sometimes done in a gtacéful way and sometimes not. C?&id{gﬁr

are taught atvan early age to distribute food among their
peers andlin particulaf‘withlthose children whp{are y6unger.
This is so only if people are present, Qithin sight of the
food. *? | | | | |

It is important to emphasize that more is demaﬁded than

is given. It is not clear 'at all that®*giving bestowed

‘prestige on the giver nor did I get the impression that the
e ) € . i &

receiver was at all oblilgated or put in a state of debt by

. anyone giving gifts. One expected fQ reéeive and woe to
those that Were suspéctédvof hoardin§; "LAs will be shown -
Hbeioﬁ; theré'ére‘pdwerful incentives to give and powerful
reasons for demandiné things. '  : = L

The Semoq Beri have simple éq!utions‘to problem of

demanding relatives and friends. They secretly consumé ‘food, o

hide it,fand"when pressed simply deny they have it at all. ///

N
/
/

- T , . - /
‘*Larger amounts of food are distributed within camp usually
~on the basis of friendship/workmate relations rather than,”
... following strict kinship lines. Kinship is a weaker relation

between people although it is evoked occasionally. All of
~the Semoqg Beri consider each other as either blood relatives

- or in-laws but rather than exclusive categories, these ;

relations terd to include all Semoq Beri and therefore
anyone can demand food, shelter, etc.

‘*It should be noted that everyone hoarded goods for the
simple reason that should they be displayed sooner or later

v .

someone would come along who wanted it.
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We will see later why they are unable to simply refuse. **

You cannot - and this is without exoeption - refuse to. give

food. You may lie - and that”is seen as an aoceptable Way of

e any evidence to contradict
: \
your denial. There were some cases where it was apparent

refusing - but there cannihg

 that people were lying but for others to prove it would not
only be in bad taste, ‘but a denla‘ of a relatlonshlp that
' ex1sted 1
The Semoq Ber1 have a keen sense of smell‘ partlcularly
for cook1ng food. Several professed to be able to identify
all species of squ1rrels by the1r codking odour alone. I was

skeptlcal but surprlsed on. a number of occa51ons while

secretly cooking food of my\own. "Is that onions and gibbon

AN
~

you are cooklng younger brother5 people would remark loudly

as they walked past Even the Semoq Berl had no snappy

\

answers to pointed references to cooklng\\lone. The

preparatlon of food presents certain problem;\slnge food

must -’ be shared espec1ally if 1t ASiln'plaln view. QSét\

houses were partltloned Th1s allowed members of the family S~/

to sl1p away and eat hldden from the view of visitors. ’
‘ Tradltlonally the Semoq Beri were nomadlc and house
‘,construct1on in the ra1nforest is llttle more than a ,’(

P

'sllghtly ralsed platform with a lean -to roof These

dwelllngs afford 11ttle opportunlty for concealing food.

)

3.

g “I ‘do not want to paint a pIcture of Semoq Beri as hoarding
and: greedy but ‘I do want t‘\show that in spite of a powerful
ethic and moral imperative to share it is not always put
into practice. The. practlce of hoardin{§ is the exception
that proves the rule.

\ . -
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However, durlng our stays in the: ra1nforest pots and
baskets were always covered It should also be noted that
there is always an abundance‘of-food in the rainforest and

’
thus little need for: concealing items with the exception of

rice, sugar tobacco, etc.
| Large amounts of food:arefimposs1ble‘to oonceal.
Chiidren play an important part in the diSSem}nation of -
1nformat10n about the act1v1t1es of adults in the communlty
In the prev1ous sectlon a descrlptlon of the hunt was
offered. Men returnlng from a successful hunt w1ll first,
consume a portion for themselves (if it;is not t00'1ate in
the afternoon)dand-then discuss how the particular sections
might be diVided up. Each will remind the other ot‘people
back in camp who mlght need the meat or tubers collected.
The food is then d1v1ded ‘and wrapped in leaf bundles and
- carried as 1nconsp1c1ously as p0551b1e in a 'sarong'. The
‘men proceed directly. to their 1nd1V1dual homes. In, t@e
ralnforest where dwelllngs are. bUIlt fac1ng one another in
an 1rregular circle, the men -will invariably approach thek
dwelling from the rear and‘hand the meat or food through the
back wall and then walk around and through the centre of the
encampment to their respective places. I was often 1nvolved
in this consplracy All of the produce would be loaded into
a bag that I carried and theAmajority of the party nould
enter one end of the village while i was instrgcted to walk
below and around the village and 1nto my house whelre people
nould 1nconsp1cuously as p0551ble come and retrleve the1r

/ . -

-



‘portions. It Qas-often'embarassing to come upon my house .
with most of the village s1tt1ng on my po ch v151t1ng my
'dco worker. Great' fun was had by all but-me\. The interesting
thlng vas that they all left, understandin the dllemma I
had found myself in and also to ret1re to their respectlve

‘homes to await thélr port1on.\ | | "

In the preceedlng sectlon empha51s has been placed on
1nd1V1dual self reliance and some of the elab rate lengths
to whxch people go to av01d the resp9n51ty to share. These
lengths seldom fool anyone. Chlldren will not1ce if adults
do not. Cooklng food qs 11ke ralslng a flag or soundlng an

alarm. It is not hard to understand. why people wander around

outside thelr houses ;n the late afternoon look1ng for

return1ng hunters or to notxce the sudden dlsappearance of a

family from a group of people. And everyone hears the
shotgun blast 1f ‘the men are out huntlng pigs. %

In order to understand the practlce of sharing in Semoq

Beri soc1ety the concepts of?puﬁun and kloy w1ll be

S w;v','

examined. They are 51m11ar except that the - latter has to do -

with non-food items wh1le the&iprmer;concernsxexclu51vely

foods.
Punun and Kioy are states which you enter when some
desire for an object remains unsatiSfied It is a dangerous

state, one wh1ch makes you vulnerable. In the case. of punun,

you are suseptible to snake bltes,.tlger attacks, cutt1ng

yourself with an axe or.parang, or falllng out of trees ; in

the case of kroy, one is vulnerable to a varlety .of

L | " 104
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diseases,‘Swollen'legs, sick stomachs and fever. As can be @y‘
imagined most people are interestéd,dnjreducing this state.“‘
'Therebis also a moral imperativeito hzip others in this
de51re to satisfy wants. B

The desire must centre on part1cular objects ratéer
than particular states such as hunger thlrst envy or
'greed Before any huntlng trip or travel through the
ralnforest away from camp, people must attempt to satisfy
the1r wants so the danger of ra1nforest travel w111 be
reduced (1 was constantly asked if I couldn't eat just a
eﬁ'llttﬂe more before ralnforest tr1ps -.1 was enough of a
~ Problem without adding tovthe danger ) During travel from
camp I was told to refrain from talk1ng about food not only
“to prevent punun myself, but so that I would not trigger a
latent desire among my companlons. Also,ltzgers may not be
that dlscrlmlnatlng .
| .There is then‘an imperative'for'you to ook after
yourself to prevent partlcular acc1dents oaused by 'h- -
.unsatlsfled de51res and an 1mperat1ve for others to help
satlsfy the1r de51res. No one can refuse a guest s de51re to:
satisfy’ hls/her wants.lIt is extremely rare to 1nvoke the
word punun when looklng for food and, in fact, this may be
- considered rude to suggest that a host or friend has not
satisfied any of your desires. It 1s a powerful 1deology and
I was told early on about 1t. I had a Western notion that 1t

was rude to ask for anyth:ng. Food or dr1nk or shélter

cannot be refused However, there are @ variety of'ways of

Yo
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‘tircumventing the sometimes onerous fefraihs of "punun,
punun". Food must be kept out of sight in ‘case someone

| should see it and have an incurable\desife to cénsume it;
The advantage of hiding food is that you can easily dény
having any. It was a trick that waswqﬁﬁckly iearned during
fieldwork. Punun is pérticularly dangerous during rainforest
hunts or journeys where rice or some item is notvavailable;
~ Punun is more readily developed if you"can‘see the object
’and often is disregarded if there is none in sight; i}e. if
you do not see it you cannot desire it.

In some groups, particularly‘the Semalai, therejis an
gelaborate langdage‘fpr discussing items that can produce
-punun. (see Diffloth,'1978§ H.N.Evans, 1920; Winstedt, 1950)

Invrainforest camps food is more visible and meat is
quickl& dist;ibpted to relatives and friends before others

can press;for‘a share. Thus when meat is cut up in camp the

. .

hunter can be heard saying "this is for uncle, this is for
-brother" etc.

The fact that sharing requires no immediate return was

, O . ,
made clear to me very early. *3
‘*We had learned about reciprocity from living several
months among Malays at the University. We had become friends
with several other students there and soon they were
bringing over food items. We dutifully accepted them and
returned the dish later. With our anthropological training
we felt there was a need to reciprocate but when our plates
were returned to us they were filled with other delicacies,
A plate never returns empty (although it can among good and
close friends). When we arrived at the Semoqg Beri camp and
had set up hduse we received some monkey meat on a plate and
we dutifully returned the plate with some food item. In due
course we provided ‘people with food items and when we were
about to leave they said wait for the plate and
unceremoniously dumpted the contents in their pot and hahded

’
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» .
y Malays are extremely polite in transactions with
. ¢

stfangeqs and some form of thank you always‘followedvany .
A ‘ !

sharing exchanges. The Semog Beri, onufhe other haﬁd,
explicitly mocked Malays and our 6rigina1 politeness. 'Thank
you' was unnecessary and év;n considered rude. There was
either no thanking necessary because it was a social duty,
or they felt that this was a Qery podr way of reciprocating.
. o : : o

Thus the practice of reducing é state of punun serves
to~disgribute é variety of items throughout the camp. It
also serves as a reminder of.social duty and obligation. The
concept is not limited to the band ifself‘but extends to
other members gf different bands who are visiting.

The concept of punun and kioy,*" determines the

distribution of goods in this society.

Exchange- Middlemen and Trade
In a earlier section the history of trade in rainforest

products was briefly reviewed. It was arqued that the Orang

'

Asli were probably the main pfoducers of rainforest
prbducts. Thus the Orané Asli as a group have been engaged
in what is called "simple commodity production” for hundreds

of years. **' The Orang Asli have had a long history of
**(cont'd) the plate back unwashed and unfilled.

‘‘One of the favourite ways of poking fun at Malays was to
in fact be very grateful during transactions saying 'Thank
you' and calling everyone 'sir' or 'mister'.

{’It should be noted here that the concept of kioy is
identical in practice as punun. They concern different
objects as detailed above. : ' . 3
‘*It is a traditional ethnographic fiction that groups of
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relations with their Ma%ay neighbours which were often
exploitative and sometimes downright hostile. There are
reports of silent trade and slave raidihg which may indicate
some reticence on the part of the Orang Asli to have
anything but an economic relation with the Malays. However,
these kind of reiations are hard to maintain and a_more
reasonable assumption is that grodps of Orang Asli
ocasionally‘éttatched themselves to Malay kempongs under the
protection of the,Penghulu'(village‘leader). There is some -
Aevidence.for this in the early reports of travellers in theb
state of Pahang where this study took place.(seevaahs,
1916, 1920; Miklucho Maclay, 1878a,b) R

In the study area the relation to Maléys was as a rule
unfriendl}. There were a variety of exceptions to this but
they only highlighted the unffiendly reiations;

The Semaq Beri of Sg. Kucing trade a variety of R
commodities collected in the rainforest. Theyhtrade with a
Malay middleman who lives just up river from the
resettlement ‘His father was the mlddleman for the Semag

Beri before ‘1m Hls brother-in-law also acts as middleman

for one of th' other bands that have been moved to the

resettlment v‘ogether they have a monopoly on the trade of
"capltallst soc1et1es are somehow %ilstlne and
(Dus we examine "impacts" and assume that it is
the real impact. This is not true: social
formatlons chffge and develop constantly. in the face of a
nges. The force that is examined here is the:
#ns of production generated by the volunteer
,4»h‘e Semag Beri engaging in the production of
e ‘@apltallst market. There are a variety of
fﬁﬁteerlng as traditional options slowly

reasons for "vo
dissappearc
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rainforest produce collected by the bands living at Sgq.
Kucing. The Semag Beri are as a rule in a constant state of

debt to the middlemen. In order to discharge this 6bligation
they collect rainforest products. . Relations are based on
the buying and-selling of goods but; more personéi relations
also exist. Goods that the Semag Beri collect are sold to
the middleman for cashlﬁhich is subtracted from she“dépt
oved to the middleman and the remaining cash paid to the
individual. A strict aecounting takes place.*® The
participation of the S’ﬂsq Beri in the market. economy is
structured by the'mafkﬁf and its determinants of 5upbly aﬁd
demand. The exchange is merchant capitalist, that is,
Aselling in order to buy. The case is very much differént for

the exchanges or disributions that occur within the local

a

community. These exchanges have been examined in the section
o L . L

on punun. It was argued that notions of reciprocity have to

Ao with objects that have use value. Objects éxchanged,in

the market and money itself have no use value and are not

‘°The process of diséhar@iﬂ@*debts with money is a way of

severing a relationship of completing it/ repaying it.

Market exchange relations require equivelence or at least

the appearence of an equal, voluntary exchange. Objects

produced for exchange reguire commensurability, an egual

, exchange with a medium, usually money. Objeécts produced for
exchange within the subsistence mode of production are not
strictly commodities in a 'market economy' sense. They
become commodities only at the point of exchange with the
market economy. Whereas the .exchanges of commodities are
individual, momentary, and equal or unequal as the case may
be, other "exchanges" or rather distribu??ons are’ not based
on this criterion (for example the manner in which some
objects such as blowpipes or baskets are exchanged). ,

- Commensurability and equivilence describes market exchanges,
*°Although the most of the older men are not capable of
arithmetic, those that are help them keep accounts. If they
feel they are being cheated they withhold their labour.

{
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included in general shar1ng patterns. However, and I believe:

thlS to be a most 1mportant point, the moment that objecés
having exchange value are converted to a use value thiy,
immediately become objects for distribution not on the basis
of fommenéhrébiléty, but on the basis.of a Semad’ﬁeri
ideologf of sharﬂpg. s o : y '

i
\

)

\
§

——— i \

*'I once asked a group of infomants how much one could ask
for, given the ‘ideology of kioy (I refered to the boat that -
one of -the-band laders had purchased). They .thought for a
minu€® and discussed it and seemed genu1n¢ly puzzeled until
one of them, not the owner of the boat, said "not more than
‘50 ringgit" '
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V. Impact of Commod1ty Productxon on Pre capitalist SOCLalv

. R f{ - Formatxons - Theory - -
% | . . R -v >\ _ AR ’
_Introduction_n R ‘ o o ' 4 \‘ S
. . N | : ' ,
The&e a;i several debates embedded in the follow1ng ‘ .

rev1ew of the llterature, but they all stem- from debates

surroundlng the transformatlon of soc1al fomatlons, and the

A3

1nfluence of cap1tal1sm on pre- capltallst soc1a1 formatlons.

v

In1t1ally the debates concerned advanced capitalism. and the

-

reasons for the exporg of capltal from advaﬂeed capltallst

_socletles to pre capltalrst soc1tﬂbs. There are several

T e

4Feasons for the export of capltal given by various” Marx1st

+

theorlsts.j,"l' . S

L ; . . .

‘ Len1n argues that in advanced capltalxst soc1et1es the
organlc composqtlon of capital 1s hlgher cau51ng, as Ma%x
) argued a decllne 1n the rate of exploltatlon of surplus
value. Thus the rate of return on ‘capital 1s hlgher 1n(
pre capltallst soc1al formatlons because thg organlc
comp091tlon of capltal is lower.’Thus capltal has a natural
tendency to flow thls way Luxgﬂﬁburg argues ‘the 1nterest

tha; capltallsts have in these other soc1a1 format:onsi

‘k»concerns raw materlals wh1ch are extracted and dellvered to

capltallst countrles in order to be transformed 1nto
commodltles.‘Bradby (1975) much later argues that the
export of cap1ta1 opens up»other countr1es to the
consumptlon of" capltallst commodltles ~and 1t 1s the search
for cgnsumers that dr1ves capltal to’ pre capltallst soc1al

Doy L
N
* e

: 112“ o

S

>

‘Zﬁ.-‘
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.Aformations. 52 Flnally, some have argued that capltallsts
requ1red cheaper 1abour in order to increase proflts and
thig’ labour was found 1n\man? pre- caoltallst soc1et1es
(Wolpe, 1972; Melllasoux, 1972). All of these reasons are
strategles thab'capitalists employ to'dofwhat,they are
'requiredlto do in order tO'reproduce capital on an ever.
expandlng scale. Capltallsts could be looklng for
1nvestments with hlgher return (Lenln) gfr raw materials |
‘_(Luxembourg,”1951), or markets (Bradby, 1975; Luxembourg,

¢

1951)," or our (Wolpe, M972) or to my mind any combination

C TR . ‘. ° .‘ . -’
of the above."Capital will move wherever it can make a

profit.
The debate on the transformation of social formations:
centered on the transformatﬂon of the feudal system and the

hdevelopment of capltallsm. (see Hilton, 1976' Baran, and

"';Sweezy,,1976 Dobb,. 1963). The transformat1on of the feudal

system for Sweezy was a foregone conclu51on as soon ‘as the

- basic town/country d1v1s1on was achleved Thus, the division’

F IS

of labour between the town and the country and the

/
'deVelopment of a merchant class, wh1ch 1ncreased the lord' s

. desire for consumpt1on goods, lead the lords to seek ways of

increasing the volume of their product1on. This 1n itself is .-

not aﬁﬁunreasonable assumptlon but why the lords would
choose to develop the1r productive forces, (1 e. approprlate

relative surplus value, which is ‘'what Sweezy suggests)
*2This, it is arqued, was the cause of the Opium Wars with
China. Thus the British were after free access not only to
the commodltles of Ch1na but also as a mar}et for their

':goods.

b ’-7

4
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.rather than eétracting more absolute surplus value by

'1norea51ng/the1r share: of the surplus product or 1ncrea51ng

»

the peasants output by making them work harder is not made

clear. (Brenner 1977842~ 43) For Brenner, it is wrong to-
assume a capitalist ratlonality for the lords and it is only

with the development of free'wagé labour,,which\is the

vgenerallzatlon of commodity"’ relatlons (when labour- power is

commodltlzed) that capltallsm 1s a historical fact:

It is only with the emergence of frée wage labour,
labour power as a commodity, that there is a
separation .of -the producers from the means of
subsistence and production; that production must be
marketed to make possible reproduction; that there
is, in a true sense, production for

exchange. (Brenner, 1977:50)

- Brenner argues here strongly and conv1nc1ngly that

”productlon for exchange was not and could not be fully

4

-real1zed until there was a separat1on of producers from'

o

f'sd%ndly cr1t1c1zed by Frank (1970)~a‘d are not ﬁaken

thexr means of production. .

i

The articulation of Modes of Product1on debate

)

The 1mpact of cap1tal and capltallsm with 1ts attendent
social relatlonsvand forces of productlon on pre—capltallst
soc1et1es has been the subject of ongO1ng and long - standlng
debate. The perspectlve of the modernlzat1on" school and

ial sc1ence have been

1

its ma1n apologists in Amerlcan e

B

) serlously except perhaps by the I, M"F or. AID agenc1es tied

to. development and 1n the bu51ness of exportlng capltallsm

3
\
=)

£§h1rd Worlad. countrles. _ ’vj;‘_
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Frank was at pains to show that contrary to the
previous deyelopmentifyporists » the so-called Third World

countries arg not on the way, even if painfully and in fits

and starts;'to'becom%ng 'developed' aocieties.rihe relation
between the centres of capital and those centres that .
exported labour or raw materials‘@s exporting capital is not ,
a Iinearidevelopment of capital and productive forces, but a
structural and systemic exoloitation a block to nat10na1
»debelopment Whereas prev1ous development-theorlsts argued

the essential backward character of precapltallst‘relatlons,
Frank:soughthto show in'what-waysﬂthis was a process of
underdevelopment or thetimpact of capital on pre—cabitalist
societiee. L . ;'
o~ For ‘Frank there was no dual economy - the economy was

capltallst plain and simple (F/ank 1967, 1969). He rejects'

the notlon that'capltal s penetratlon is partiaT’orlnot
complete. It is a unlform hlerarchy of- metropolls and
perlphery where the metropolls approprlates ‘surplus ‘from the
perlphery; Others following Frank_have analyzed the process
‘ ofuextraction of surpius-value as dnequal exchange

- (Emmanuel, 1972) and metroplls satelllte polarlzatlon (Amln
1976),'H.e. that the Third World is extroverted hence
ieXternally oriented towards export produotlon and 1mport'»
consumptlon. F1na11y, for Frank as for Wallerstein (1974),
:there is ‘but a 51ngle -world' system and and it‘ie

P

5'cap1tallst through and~through.k(Foater—CaQter, 1978:79).
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These underdevelopment theorists have been criticized

' for.a lack of conceptual. r190ur **, because concepts such as

Ve
metropolls and perlphery ‘were no eaéler to p1n down than

Rostow s stages of_growth (Taylor 85—91); for a problem of

scope or scale, that is dependency models descrlbed a macro

tramework wh1ch was difficult to‘shift to the local m1cro

level (I, Oxaai et al 1975'2) Nevertheless, Frank argues

.conv1nc1ngly that the relatlon of cap1ta14to\pre -capitalist

societies 1s generally a destructive relation.

”"Therefore, short of liberation from this capitalist
structure or the desolution of the world capitalist
system ‘as a whole, the capitalist countries,
regions, localities and sectors -are condemned to

| underdevelopment" (Frank 1967:11).

But to sﬁggeSt that underdevelopment can be alleviated.

by a simple'*removal*“ofvpenetration is alternatef& as

1nadequately establlshed as the assertlon that 1mplant1ng

further elements~of this penetratlon w1ll create a basis for

indigeneous development." (Taylor l979'98) The most

penetrating critique of Frank and development theorlsts is
prov1ded by Laclau (1971) in his artlcle "Feudal1sm and
Cap1tal1sm in Latln Amer1ca Although Frank argues that the
soc1a1 formatlons of Latin America are capitalist through
and through Laclau .argues that this is true at the level of
exchange only. . The mode of. productlon partlcularly the |

)

relatlons of production associated w1th partlcular economlc

enterpr1sés, were not capltallst but bound through exchange

~

*3*(The Insurgent Sociologist, (Vol. VII, No. 2, Spring 1977)
devoted a entlre issue to this queStlon S
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intb an "indissolvable‘unity"«" Having lo;atéd‘the
contradiction befweén relétianudf'production in each sector
of the econpmy,,Lach?u thehftheoriZes the.relaFion between
what are essentialy'two’médes of prodUcfioni For Laclau é

mode of production consists of:

.

1, a determinate type of. ownership to the means of
production; '
2. a determinate form of “appropriation of the economic

surplus;
3. a determinate degree of developmenf of the ‘division
of labour;

4. a determinate level of development of the productive

&
forces.

»

For Laclau the effect of capitalism on the traditional
.sector in the economic system (others call it a social

formation) is to accentuéée and consolidate the -

. . ) -
"subordinate" mode. Rather than-capital destroying a-

traditional sector, it “rengthens it, uses 'it, and extracts
surplus on the basis of this mode of production.
The apparent paradox and:contradictdty natyre of the

insef;ion of capitalism has been noted by a éériety of

writers addressing the igsue of capitalist penetration of
*‘Laclau denies this is a dualist thesis. "To affirm the
feudal character of relations of production in the agrarian
sector dees not necessarily involve maintaining a dualist
thesis™ (1971:32). Laclau argues that the dualist thesis
implies no connection between modern and traditional sector
but the reality is an indigsolvable unity. Here he agrees
with Frank,that development does generate underdevelopment
but he argues this on the basis of relations of  production
not on exchange or the market. ' ‘

i
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pre- capltallst modes of productlon..ﬁpallzsohx (1372 103)

ITRT ST J"u—-&~‘\ o
.A‘A; .,

a8
descrlbes precap1tallst forms as "belng undermﬁﬁed ‘and

L]

perpetuated at. the same t1me ) PoulantZas\suggests "complex

-

forms of dlssolutlon and conservation (1974 148)

Bettelhiem of conservat1on/dlssolut10n" (1972;297—8), and
. : . , AL
flnally Rey d1scusses the 1n51de/out51de dlst£nc¢1on-

There are thus two dlStlnCt actions of capltallst
production in some sense from the outside, which
_does not modify the modé of production itself; then.
‘an action "from the inside" which permits
modification of the mode of production (1973:123 see
also pp. 164 and pp. 70-71) (see also Foster. Carter
1978:64 and Bradby 1979).

It is this paradoxical and contradictory impact of capital
which. is not often clearly explained by the various

theorlsts.
: 4

Rey d15t1ngu1shes three stages of the artlculatlon of
modes of production within a 51ngle soc1al formation:,

1. an 1n1t1a1 llnk in the sphere of exchange where o

interaction w1th%cap1ta115m reinforces the precapitalist
mode ; gg | | ] |
2. capitalism‘"takes root" 'subordlnatlng the pre capltallst
mode but still maklng use of it; |
3. (not yet reached in the -Third World) the total
diSappeerance of the pre-oapitalist mode,-even in
agriculture, |

: For Rey the artlculatlon of modes of productlon 1s not

a statlc process but that 'articulation' specifies the ’iﬁul
- ‘\ Bamst W

nature of the contradiction.

4

"the articulation of two modes of production, one of
Whlch establlshes its domlnatlon over the other
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- ...not as a static given, but as a process that is
to say a combat between the two modes of production,
with the confrontations and alliances which such a
combat implies: confrontations and alliances
essentially between the classes which these modes of
production define".(Les Alliance 1973:15.

For Réy ahd for Mar§Acapitalism'stlogic‘or'imperative

is: |

the destruction at every point on the globe.of

antecedent modes of production and relations of

production, in order to substitute for them its own

mode of production and its own relations qf

production. (Rey:10).
Thus capitalism's logic if Cﬂnstant and therefore to account
for the wide»vériet;»of_v;riation in its reiation to other
modes of produétion or other social forations, one must
.look at the other half.of the arficulatioﬁ, that is,
prercapitalist.modés of produc£ion and their social
formationSg-Rey would take issue with Kay's dictum that: .
"capital created underdevelopment, not because it exploited
thé‘undérdevgloped world, but because it did not e#ploit it
enough (Kay, 1975:10).}A1though, és FoSter—Carter‘points‘
out, whereas feudalism ih.Eu}ope acted as a "cocoon for |
'embfyonic_capitalism"; other bré—capitalist modes of | |
production are fiercely resistant to it. (?978:58). So it is
ﬁot th;t capital did‘not exploit other modes of production
~enqugh but that it could not (Rey) or was in fact not
;illing t§ do so, interested instead in the extraction of .
raw materials on the basis of cher @odes éf production p
‘whichvreauced.reptoductioﬁ cosfs: | | |

Capitalism éan never immediately and totally

eliminate the preceeding modes of production, nor

- ~above all the relations of exploitation which

\
1 - 3
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characterize these modes of production. On the
Jgontrary, during an entire period it must reinforce
these relations of exploitation since it is only '
this ‘development which permits its own provisioning
~with goods coming from these modes of production and.
therefore compelled to sell this labour power to
capitalism in order to survive. (Rey:15-16)

It is not clear how pre-capitalist societies are
fiercely (excﬁse the reification , something of which Rey is
clearly guilty).resistang or why capitalism cannot eliminate
preceeding modes of production.®3

The critical link with capitalism is at the level of
exehange and this serves to reinforce fhé traditiohal
precapitalist mode. For Rey capitalism gets raw materials, -
but on the basis of another set of relations of production
which aré in turn reinforced by the’increase in exchange.
Thus certain jn situ relations are used,»celebrated,

maintained and :éproduced.and emphasized against relations

—— e o - —— i ——

** There is a serious problem concerning the reification of
concepts in this literature, not only because it obscures
the fact that only people can have relations (not capital).
How do you make clear that men make their own history + not
often in the ways they choose? Capital does have/a life and
logic all its own and although it can't be 'born', it can be
(that is being and becoming). How is it possible not to
lapse into a kind of vollnteerism? What is being said by Rey
is about people or groups of people? Are people fiercely
resistant to capitalism or is the unintended consequences of
a hpenétraféd‘ system and its logic antithetical to the
logic, effectivity etc., of the imperatives of capital?

What is the nature of the articulation of modes of
production, that is of the whole that can capture the
dialectic between modes of production? Are they
compatible/antagonistic and in what ways might they exist
. for some time as an uneasy alliance? Is the specification of
the contradiction a problem for theory or praxis? Most
theorists talk.;about a certain heirarchy of dominance
between modes of production or between sectors (Frank,
Wallerstein, Emannuel) and all agree ‘that the outflow of
value follows this-hierarchy.



vperiphéral to capitalist exchange are diminished relatively
but are not necessarily diminished absolutely. However, this

literature deals with class society or at least an attempt

to s?g divisions, social divisions, reinforced and
exacerbated: *°*

At first however the capitalist mode of production
only finds a labour force'and agricultural
provisions thanks to the action of another ruling
class. (Bradby, 1975:147) The 'second stage is when
capitalism becomes dominant ard "now other modes
exist on the basis of capitalism and are modified
accordingly"” (Bradby 1975:147). This stage is about
alliance between classes with mutual interests of
exploitation in the two modes, and the development
of a transitional mode of production (Jhally,
1979:75). We have treated Rey at length here because
he introduces a number of concepts ghich relate to
the development and the process of penetration of
capital. ®7’; All of Rey's analysis concerns the use
of class. He is at great pains to demonstrate that a
kind of class, that is, a class characterized by
'relations of exploitation' (peculiar to different
modes of production) exists in Guaro society.
However, to define class relations or class conflict
as when "one particular group controls the
cirgulation of a surplus product in such a way that
the circulation of this surplus product ensures the
reproduction of relations of dependance between
direct producers and this particular group"” (Dupre
and Rey, 1973) would include most cultures and
social formations and therefore is not a useful way
of distinguishing societies (Clammer, 1978:14), but
it obviously is not much of an explanation for the
impact of capitalism on non-class societies, or.
equalitarian societies as those described by
Woodburn (1980),

——— - — — ———— — — - _—— i ——

*‘The Guaro may not have classes but the contradiction

between elders and juniors and the flow of value is one that
seems central to the transformation of social formations and

flip of dominance (i.e. when elders become capitalists)..

*’0Other concepts such as the role of violence, relations of
exploitations particular to an epoch, and the transitional

mode of production will not be discussed at length
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Stages of Articulation

It is entirely inappropriate to begin to discuss the
impact of commodity production upon pre-capitalist societies
without understanding the determinants of both systems.
Moreover, the understanding of what is going on in the real
lives of the people that are being studied is net possible
until some theoretical scheme has been proposed. We have
examined in cursory fashion some of the debates and theories:
of the articulation of economic systems.*®* .

In the theory of the impact of merchant capital on
precapitalist social formations, it is argued that the
initial penetration is at the level of exchange and
production is based on the existing mode of production.
Secondly, the penetration at the level of exchange allows
the flow of value to continue not only through the
particular hierarchy which exists in the traditional system,
but out and beyond to the capitalist system. But the :
capitalist system exchanges something. Is this an equal’
exchange? How does exploitation, that is the transfer of
value, happen? Is it through-an unequal exchange, such as
outright cheating (beaverskins piled as high as a rifle), or
through an exchange of value which is unequal? Is the
capitalist system,or individual capitals, exploited? If we
could calculate the difference in labour embedded in each
commodity, is it differential and who is adding the most
value? The capitalist is exchanging dead labour, surplus
labour, labour that has already appropriated by the:
capitalist system for stored up individual labour reproduced
in a pre-capitalist mode of production: This is no more than
saying that the capitalist in the form of a merchant enters
into exchange with these pre-capitalist societies and
Operates only at the level of exchange. That is, \the
exchange is not even a capitalist one. It is not capitaist
To describe the contact between two social formations as
an articulation of modes of production narrows the debate to
a form of economism that is incapable of accomadating
superstrucural concerns such as kinship, ideology or
religion. However, it is clear that the relation between, at
least in the society that I am examining, a capitalist’
economy and this pre-capitalist social formation is based on
an economic exchange. This may be true as far as it goes but
in order to understand the effects of this relationship, we
must go beyond the relationship to try to understand the
effects of this relationship on the, social formation that we
are examining. It is a complex issue, one which is ignored
by those who suggest that it is capitalism and that is the
end of the analysis. Embedded in the modernization school is
the insidious idea that the march of capital is inevitable
and the resistance of people to the march of capital is
essentially reactionary. This is the serious problem with
this school first a belief that the system will march
inexorably on and the resistance to capital should not be on
the basis of a traditional, conservative ideology.
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[ i .
because it is a free exchange in she sense that the people
do not have to exchange in order'to survive. ‘

The initial argument about the penetration of capital
on pre-capitalist social formations suggests that the
contact between two modes of production is at the level of

exthange and this I think can be shown quite cle¢drly in the
~description in the text (see particulaly the chapters on
subsistence production and on the' relations of production
employed in the collection of commodities.) The second and
most pressing problem is to show how relations of production
are changed, or as is will be suggested, ‘overloaded, and in
this sense out of proportion with the funttion they served
in th¢ reproduction of relations of production of the
traditional mode of production. This is the tricky part,

that is to show how and what relations are being emphasized..

.1} would argue that relations between persong and groups are
- based primarily on forms of exchange, a process which

includes not only exchange of objects and t§¥ir embedded
meanings, but also the exchange of persons and of knowledge.
However, ) .

-

If such social relationships are to exist they must

be generated and sustajned by determinate

“ideological practices, by ritual and ceremony, jnd

by the social practice of reciprocal acknowledgéement

of relationships.(Hindess and Hirst 1975:64)
One of the functions of the ideological_sbhere in Orang Asli
social life is to reinforce a notion of.éémmunity. Rey's

.
suggestion that it is necessary to use violence in the final
transformation may not be far from the truth. There is a -
double action: first, the Jogic of capital, and second the
intent of capitalists. Thus, the logic of capital in fact
may support the mode of production in ways that prévent-
capitalist relations from forminé and therefore capitalists
must use some form of coercion in order to instill these
o \ '

relations or conversely smash pre—capitalist\relations. But
still I believe it is necessary to identify That is the

-necessity‘of the contact, i.e.labour, raw materials, or

land, and what is éxpioited;

s,
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Acculturation Theory
\ The discusién so far has;concentrated on the impact of
. .
commodity production from a Marxigt perspective. This
literature is most useful because because of its concern
with theoretical riéour. It attempts to take a broad
’theoretical perspective on the relation between capitalist
and pre-capitalist ques of production. It\;ttends to
theoretical céherence and an epistemology that seeks to
situate and relate its concepts to a whole; However, the o
perSpective is a macro one and somtimes difficult to
translate to‘specific séqial formations&and miéro—level
studies. It is often Qery antijempifiéﬁét. The theoretical
natu;e of this debate does sometimes obscure the
on¥the—ground analysis of specific social formations. Other
researcﬁers have approached the problem from a'hypothetical
deductiveaperspeétive, attempting to mdve from the '
particular empirical evidence go a general theory of the
ihpact of commodity produétlon on these kinds of‘sodieties. _—
The following discussion reviews some.qf thisliiterature.
‘ ) |

In a ng;‘blassic article on the impact of”commodity

\

production‘on,pre—capitalist social formations, Murphy and

H

Steward hypothesize that:

When people of an unstratified native society barter
wild products found in extensive distribution and_
obtained through individual effort, the structure of
the native society will, be destroyed, and the final
culmination will be a culture type characterized by
individual families having delimited rights to
‘marketable resources jand linked to the larger nation
through trading centres. (Murphy and Steward

1956:335)



125

Murphy and Steward énalyse two prg-{ndustrial societies,
Northernrhlgonkian society as described by Leacock(1956) and
Mundurd%u society of South\Ameriga, described by Murphy
'(1960) Murphy and Steward argue tﬁejf~position on the basis
of a number of crucial points. First,both of theSe\sociéties
‘became involved with the production of commodities for the
market and tieé by bonds of debt and credit to particular mﬁ
mefchants. Secondly,these growing.bonds of dependag?y upon
traders were at the expénse of colletive bonds within the
respective societiesf Thifdly, the commodities produced are
natural products and their collection is most éffidiehtly,
exploited by one man. Finally, though different, these
coggggities, (i.e. rubber and furs) require persons
exploiting them-to live or work at some'distance from one
another.

A number of researchers have questionéd not only the -
theorétical stance’ of Murphy-and'Stewérd, but also their
_interpretation of the data on a ndmber of pqints. Tanner in °
his\analysis 6fvthe‘Miss£asihi of ﬁorthern Quebec, statestv
simply that the "econoﬁy'does not exibit the tendency
towards individualization" (1979:9) that Murphy and‘Steward
hypotheéize. He also suggests that Leacock's contention}thatA
production for exchange destroyed sharing and dépendencyi
-between hunteff'and led to accumulation and inaividﬁai
approPrihtion_"is questionablg on boﬁh empirical and
theoretical grounds"_(1979:1b). Although others (Hickerson

‘ ; - . ,
1967, Leacock 1954, and Van Stone 1963) have characterized
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the influence of the fur trade as creatlng a replacement o

mode of . productlon w1th productlon for exchange domrnatlng
o ) .

over productlon for use, Tanner suggests that the v;:

c

mod;f1cat1on is- a way that enables native people to keep
control over the1r means of productlon. (1979-13) '

Knlght(1965 35) argues that the prgauctlon of furs is not
s
1ncompat1ble with sub51stence productlon. Fur bearers

R
i T

prov;de substant1al quantltles of food and other spec1es
%

hunted for‘food such as dee; or moosé are ava11able durlng

‘1n the £ur productldn and many other spec1es are hunted and

used durlng t1mes when the peoplé are not engaged in the
N
produitlon of commodltles. Others (Rushforth 1976 1977'

Sav1sh1nsky 1976 Smith 1976) have added emp1r1ca1 ev1dénce

4§
to support the content1on that country foods prov1de‘
51gn1f1cant amounts of food to natlve soc1ety. Fﬁet
(1980 380) argues with a wealth of data that fur product1on\

N

does not prov1de as much value in terms of food as- does

£

-

.0’

trapplng and that people spend much more time in sub51stence~
Y

productlon than,they do 1n the productlon of cbmmodltles.

-

b

Tanner also. suggests thatx o
S X is the organization of sub51stence productlon
which establishes the framework within which furs

. must be produced, and not the other way around
(Tanner, 1979 9) L : o AR

-

“Asch argues strongly that . the Dene s 1nvolement never

nece551tated a change in’ the economlc orlentatlon away from

. .
a huntlng gatherlng focus. (Asch 1978:363)

»

As for\the 1ndig1duallzatlon of product1on Fiet -
explalns that the Wasanap1 d1d not pursue 1ntens1ve huntlng

L
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1nd1v1dually without #héir families

The fam1ly...'1s the social un1t with the gre@test
economic cooperat1on and the greatest social
,sol1dar1ty It is the basis of both production
activities and consumption activities although it 1is
not the only important socio- eConomlc unit :

L (1978:474)

In terms of ownership over resources this is only partial.
;
] .

Short term access is allowed for hunting and longer term

access is based on a connection with the owner. F1et
A concludes that

,There has not been a breakdown of effective group
cooperation in these ‘areas [trapplng areas] nor has
change led te the degree of individualized control
of the resburces pred1cted with the acculturatlon
model (1982:388)

Murphy and Steward base thler hyppthe51s on a great
deal of Leacock's work and I th1nk it instructive to look.
‘more closely at Leacock s contention that productlon for :
exchange transforms abor1g1nal soc1et1es. Leacock suggests“

that the prodess of 1nd1v1duallzat1on ! of productlon and

,the dependence on traders for«supplies were fundamental
: features of the acculturatlon p&ocess. Leacock s argumen

based on the conceptlon developed by Marx1st anthropologlsts

Y .
‘ that the fundamental contrad1ct1on in a mode of productlon

4
S

"is between the relatlons and forces of productlon (see
parlcul ly podeller, 1967 and Frledman 1975) At is thlS
contradiction that 'transforms egalltarlan socio- economlck
structures(Leacock 1979'15) It is not clear at all how she
relates the soc1o economic structure to features of . the mode

I

of productlon, but it appears that she 1s really talking

¢
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about the forces of production, that 1s those technlcal‘
| aspects of productlon such as the d1v151on of labour"ﬁ .
lresources and tools rather than relatlons of product1on that’
concern ownership and-access to the means of productlon..In
short, she poses the contradiction between_xhe forces of
production and the reiations of'productipn but oniy N A
‘descrlbes the -changes .in the organization of productlon and
fails to show any other impacts on the relatlons of
.productlon or specify the nature of the contradlctlon,
.between the- forces of product1on and‘the relations. of
productlon.' | |

The ev1dence presented by a varlety of anthropologlsES)
~working in this area does clearly 1nd1cate a change in the
‘-okgaplzatlon of production and to some extent the social
structure. Other researchers,‘however have 1nd1cated that
the relatlons of production remain largely intact (Asch
1979;-Tanner 1979; Knight 1965). That‘is,-the'production'ot
fur remafns as an appendage'to the social Tormation a |
volutary engagement in a productlon enterprise which may in
fact require some compromises. For the most part these
compromlses are seen by séne as fundamental but theyvdo not
~subject them to any rlgourous analy51s gu1ded hy theoretical
coherence. The compromises that may be in some oases
technlcally required in the forces of productlon do not
 demand fundamental reor1entat10ns. Fur production is well
.su1ted to cont1nu1ng subs1stence productlon(Knlght 1965) .

i

Sharing networks are stlllgtalned, maintained, and

by
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v

reproduced Soc1al organlzatlon of productlon, who works
. with whom andlwho is allowed accéss to resolrces 1s
dependant on trad1tlonal models of. k1nsh1p and rec1proc1ty.
,Control of access to ‘the means of production is not used for
the purpose of accumulat1on or,asza basis for the |
'development of 1nequa11t1es. Leacock descrlbes the
contrad1ctlon between the forces of product1on and relations
of productlon as the 7bas¢c contrad1ctlon and in thls'way
-follows Godeller s structura11st 1nterpratat1on of Marxs'
§teﬁts.,1n a debate between Luc1en Seve and Godeller
(Godeller 1972), -Seve argues that Godel1er's structuralist
‘theory does not correspond to what Seve feels is the.
‘fundamental contradiction in. Marx1st theory For ‘Seve the
motor of social transformatlon is not abstractions in
contradlctlon but contradlctlons betweenhdlasses - real.
people making- own history, although not often 1n‘the ways
they want or gxpect. This interpretation does allow for
Godelier's 1deas but the structural contradlctlons (1f such,k
“an-idea is p0551ble) only create the potent1al for. -people to
confront ‘the cond1tlons ‘and flght them out. This 15 not
unlike Friedman's cr1t1que of cultural ecology in that:

structural contradiction is a form of negatlve.“

,determlnism'. It does set limits on the realm of p0551b111ty

o -

but “does not necessarily determ1ne the direction that change
w1ll occur. The contradlctlon betweén the forces of.
productlon and relatlons of product1on only set’ up a context

in which people resolve 1ssues' it does not determlne the
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fesponse or in fact any predetermined outcome: Coémsequently,
s'the contradiction 'is not Shown";o my satisfaction by

either Leacock or Murphy and«Stewa;d. ¢o
[y ' . ‘ N F N . ‘. . '
{&n This chapter has reviewed some of the.literature on the
gy R , L . f
impact of merchant capital on pre-capitalist social

formations. The chéptér:begap with a brief disscussion of
‘the histoiz of thé problgm;-The Frank/Laciad debate was
‘révieved t; show the importance of an anélysis of ﬁhe
relations of'prdduction} Laclau is important‘because he
showed that in Arder.;o understand the penetration of

capital in pre-capitalist societies an analyéis_of the

indigenous relations ofaprdduction is,necessafy‘to correctly
uhderstand'the variation in of impacts of capital. The
debate on the transition. from feudalism to capitalism showed
that a full tranistion was.not poSsible until free wage

labour became' a neCesSity. This debate emphasized that the

-

increasingl separation from the‘méans of production.and the
final turfing of the peasants off the land were fundamental

turning points in the transition to capitalism.

3
\

Meilléssdux and Rey for thier panf hinted at the

complex form of dissolutiontand conservation that occured

’

~ with the penetration of capital. For these researchers

*’My theoretical sympathies lie with Seve on this issue
‘°Murphy and Steward do not argue from a Marxist perspective-
but ‘much of the above applies to them. Their error is in nht
analysing the significance of the change in the organizagjfn
of production. They are in fact unable to do this because®
they argue from an empirisist position, they neither develop
social organization as a concept nor do they relate this
concept coherently to other features of the social '
formation. Their argument is, in fact teleological,
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capitaliém's logic was constant and if change ;gg‘fgw;;
understood then we mustllqok at the relations of production
obtaining in the traditional‘ébciety. Rey introduces a
notion ofmstages of transition at this pbint but the seacond
and third step are only theorized. The final dissolution not
yet being reachéd in the third world. ‘' Rey's work is
important‘because he attempts to uhderstand the tensions
created by capifal's.pene£fation. Although classes do not
existlin Semag Beri'sociéty €2 it ié an important"
theoretical point to bg‘@ade.‘The éxacerbatioﬁ of tensions
or contradictions infghé social relations of producfionwié
an important point to be made. Finally, the effect of
.merchant capital on hunter-gathefef society by Qarious
researchers iS disdus%éd. The acculturationists‘afgue that
there was a Significanf change in the forces of production:
in the division of iabdur,vtechnology, and exploited
resoﬁrces. Other researchers havebcritisized the
acculturatibniéts on a number of poihts. The change in the.
forces of production does not seem updnzfurther research ﬁo
be as significant as”Murphy and,Ste&éft suggest. In the
following chapter I will apéue that in some ways engaéing4in
the production of commodities allows a more stable ﬁConoﬁy
and a way of resisting capitalist relation of production. ¢

__________________ V4

‘'l argue below that as long as the Semaq Beri have
continued access to the means of production and are able to
engage in tradtional subsistence production the second stage
is far off. ’ ‘

. ‘*Some have argued that they do not exist in Gauro society
either (see Godelier 1978). B : '

‘? One of the interesting features of the production of
commodities amung the sb compared to say fur trappers in



132

“?(cont'd) North America is the fact that commodity
collection is conducted ‘generally by larger groups that
often include all members of the band. The impact of

. commodity production on aboriginal people of North America
~has generally assumed to destroy communal bonds and
transform the social organization, in short, to transfer
dependency to the trader and through the requirements of the
production of fur create small nuclear family enterprises..
(Murphy and Stewart, Leacock) The Semag Beri on the other
hand form rather larger groups during their commodity .
producing times. In fact, it could be arqued that these
larger production groups are factor increasing the
integration of the band. ’ '



VI. The Impact of Simple Commodity Production on the Natural

| Economy of Semaq Beri in Malaysia

Introduction .

In the chapters on the kinds of“production éngaged in
by Ehe'Semaq Beri, the augonomy of the.aomestic group was
emphasized and the.freedom that exists in the organization
of production shown. In terms of the organization of
production the‘admestic.unit remains the most important
desision makin§ unit. It negotiates its rglations in terms
of produétion aﬁd 'polit?;gl' affiliatibn. Production gtoupé
are‘formed on a daily baéig and when the task is‘comp%eted «
the task’group diébands and nothing obligates ﬁhem to
produce together agéin. (see Woodburn, 1981) In the |
following section on the mode of production of the Seméq
Beri , I will attempt to argbe that it is not ‘the forces of
production that acts as an integrating force in thié
society. ‘' The problem then, is £6 locate the forces that
do in fact integratekthe dome§tic groups. |

An analysis of the social relations of production of
the Sémaq Beri is the starting point fof understandihg‘

social change and assessing the impact of yafious kinds of

" “*In . non-hynter gatherer societies -with the possible
exception of slash and burn societies- the economy is
organized around continuous production which must have a
Structure that is able to command labour in order to
produce. It is the reproduction of production and its
relations of .production that is crucial for the maintenence

"of -the social formation. It is also the point at which
political authority inserts itself. See Meillasoux (1972 and
1981) for an extended discussion of this. o
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simple commodity production. This section defines a singlgqu.
. ‘ S
mode of production for the Semaq Beri, a group that relies

on tﬁeir natural or traditional economy for their
subsistence needs. The atﬁempt is to also show the
appropriateness of barticular’kinds of simple commodity
production, such as the qollgction of rainforest produce for
saley‘to the natural economy.

The Semagq Beri make praduction decisions and organize
consumption at thé level of the domestic unit. Appropriation
of surplus labour within the natural economy occurs within
the ddmestic unit and access to territq:y is guaranteed by
residence and/or kinship affilliation in the bénd. ‘s

Two simple commoaity'production enterprise§ have been
examined and the, role of the middleman in pfoduction and
appropriation of surplus labour have been discussed. In this
section the yiability of this mode of production in Malaysia

is discussed.
)

)

. Voo ) N - .
Structure of the Mode of Produd¢tion of Semaq Beri

A / S .

Hindess and Hirst define a mode of production as

g

'follohs:

an articulated combination of relations and forces
“of production structured by the dominance of
relations of production. Relations of production
define a specific mode of appropriation of surplus

labour. (Hindess and Hirst, 1975:25)
~ “3Bands are groups of domestic units connected generally
~through kin connections (given the bilateral nature of the
kinship system this means that almost all members of the
group called Semag Beri are or can be related to each
other); however, membership and composition is highly
variable with people movina in and out frequently.
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The mode of production that is being examined here is

generally referred to as the natural or traditional economy.

s
‘6 o

' Nomadic or semi nomadic hunting and gathering is
practiced by a relatively small number of Orang Asli, today.
*’ These people live a nomadic or semi-nomadic existence

~foraging for food in the rainforest. Generéliy small groups

‘‘There are two types of subsistence production practiced
among Orang Asli in Malaysia: hunting and gathering and
slash and burn horticulture. There are also Orang Asli
groups that engage in neither of these production techniques
and are indistinguishable from the Malaysian peasantry at
the, level of production. The second type of subsistence
production is slash and burn horticulture. These groups who
make up the bulk of the Orang Asli population are more
sedentary, clearing small sections of the rainforest By -
cutting primary forest and burning off the sections to plant
tubers, hill rice, vegetables, tobacco, etc., for their own
us?. This cleared area is used for a year or so or before
the soil is-exhausted and new areas must be cleared. The
settlements are larger but generally no more than. 20 or 30
- families. Depending on fertility of land, intensity of
cultivation and walking distance to newly cleared fields, a
particular group may occupy an area for 5 - 20 years before
moving to a new-location. These groups are usually.
associated with particular areas or territory. Social
organization is also very fluid and households may choose to
live with a variety of different kin/territorial groups.
These two kinds of subsistance activities are in many
ways radically different. It should be noted, however, that
hunters and gatherers sometimes plant occasional tubers or
chili plants in areas frequently visited such as the
confluence of streams and slash and burn horticulturalists
rely heavily on hunting and fishing for needed protein. Some
groups, notably the Semog Beri, engage in both activities
depending on the group. Nevertheless, despite differences in
production, these groups exhibit remarkably similar
organizations of production. The possibility of defining a
mode of production that describes the structure of .both
these subsistence techniques is explored in another paper
(Morris, 198¢) : _
*’The Bateq, in the north of the Malaysian peninsula, the
Semag Beri in the cen 1 area of the country, and the Temogq
to some extent all practice a foraging way of life (see map
of linguistic groupf for locations of the societies).,
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veriable. The social organization is fluid anq‘households
- leave the group to join other groups regularlyLbThe domestic
group’ exersises a great deal of autonomy. These societies
can all be characterized byLa low division of labour befween
sexes. ‘' There is no division of labour by age; producers
are either skillful or not yet Skillfﬁl. There is'a low
level of specializaﬁion since all members have direct access
-to the means of productién and skills required. There is
also a low level of developmenﬁ of technology. The domestic
unit is capable of producing its own subsistence. Both
production -decisions and consumption are located!within the
domestie unit. This unit tends its own gardens and
eppropriaies the product itself{ Tools are produced'and
productively consumed by the household. J

These societies are ‘also similar in the way that they
‘distribute and appropriate surplus labour. In small scale
societies such as these, appfdpriation is between the sexes

K

but within the domestic unit. They are extremely egalitarian
and leadefs have little power and serve no fedistributive
function. In some casee large work groups may band together
fof clearing land, but land is cleared for one domestic
group and the others who‘help gegerally receive some sort of
compensation or acknowledgement of their contribution, but
their labour does not guarantee access to the harvest which
is controlled by the domestic unit. Similarly,‘temporary
work groups in Semaqg Beri society may work together )

o ——————— o — ———

‘*Within Semaq Beri society div151on between the sexes is
almost non-existent.
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collecting honey which requires a certain division of

labour. The product is difided fairly evenly at the site of

L4

the bee trees with some extra honey or goods going to those
that actually do the bulk of the work. In the case of the
Semagq Beri Ehis extra ¢ompensati%p is given only if the
honey is to be sold, that is if it is to bBecome Qﬁfommodity.'

Both of these societies can be characterized as immediate

1

return systems (see Woodburn, 1980; Meillasoux, 1981) ¢

Relations between the domestic umits are based on

kinship which may be considered as an ideology. Community is
not presupposd in production but within an ideology of
kinship relations. Kinship is a weak relation in these

societies; it does not bind together production units as it

does in some agricultural societies (see Meillasoux,

(1981,1972). Thus, production groups are drawn ad hoc from

0

One of the functions of the ideological sphere in Semaq
Beri social life is to reinforce a notion of community. As
Hindess and Hirst point out:

The mere existence of geneological relationships can

no more ensure the preservation of corresponding

social relationships in so-called primitive

societies than it can in say modern Britain. If ‘such

social relationships are to exist they must be

generated and sustained by determinate ideological

practices, by ritual and ceremony, and by the social.

practice of reciprocal acknowledgement of
‘’It may in fact not be correct to characterize slash and
burn ’societies as immediate consumption systems since they
are engaged in horticulture and must wait for the harvest to
ripen. Therefore they must delay consumption until they are’
able to harvest the fruits of their labour. However, they do
not save theé seeds of the previous harvest; most planting is
done by propagation.. )
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relat&oﬁships.(f975:64)
Reciprocal sharing of food also functions to bind groﬁps
together and this‘is a highly valued characteristic of Semaq -
Beri society. |

: The link between domestic grdups is a tetuous one and
tensions within groups often results in domestic units
moving Qut of one Community to another. This centrafugal
tendency of domestic units is a distinctive feature of
societies that organize product1on around the household But

domestic groups cannot join up with any group; they must be

" able to establish kin links with other communities. Since

/ .
most communities are exogamous (out-marrying) there is

generally one other residence option»ppen to the domestic
unit, through one of thelSpouses. In practice, however, and
" because of the manner in which kin are reckoned
(bilaterallyjf'it is possible to'linkrgp with any gt;up in
the area. In the last resort fictive kin are used
extensively. In some groups, notably the Batek, it is
apparently p0551b1e to join groups w1thout determ1n1ng kin
connectlon (Endicott, 1981), but in general people tend to
reside with kin. Residence in a particular‘community, by
virtue of social relations'of@kinship or simply by
residence, guarantees access to means of production:
territory and resources. If Hindess and lest are correct in
“ their arguementxthat the mode of production is stttctqred by

the dominance of social relations of production dominant

(stfucture-in-dominanée for Althusser), we should expect to
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find evidence of the kind or type of mode of.production from
an empirical'analysis of the social relations of production.
| The petty commodity mode of production engages two \
types of production gene;glly subsistence producfion (or
that production which traditionally ’® associated with the
social formation that is examined) and that production
engaged in to aquire goods from other social formations with
different modes gf produé;ion. This latter type of \
production, production for exchange, usually produces for
sale.objects that have no use value, for hunters and
gathereré, at least in the quanities collected. ! Thg‘-
problem is to sort out the relations of production that are
dominant in both production types. Before disécussing some
~of the differences in production for exchange and production
for use, some general features of the mode of production
will be outlined. These features are as follows: \
1. The collective dwnership of’ﬁhe means of production,
2. The\individuai ownership o ﬂtposg pfoducts producedb
with ones own“labour: Thjs includes”Bagﬂlcﬁmmodities and
'subsistencé items. Ownéf;hip is defined here as tﬁevright to
‘kdetermine tﬁe'distribution of one's own labour. It does not .
‘M n'tﬁé ability to restrict access té‘the products of YOur

"%This not to suggest that there is any such thing as
"traditional’' in the sense that it is time immemorial.
"'The sale and not the production of commodities usually
reserved for ‘subsistence will have different consequences
than the group examined here. The sale of commodities
reserved for subsistence characterizes peasnt production.
This definition would also exclude trade relations between
groups engaging in-'similar types of production. Although
this could be seen also as production for exchange, it is
excluded in this analveie: ‘
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labour._You are requ;red to- g1ve and a fallure/to do so

i

would engender much badmouthlng goss1p.»
\,G 3, Mechanlsms to promote the d15tr1but1on of goods whlch
precludes p0551b11t1es of accumulatlon. (see Chapter 4)
4, Generallzed rec1proc1ty The Semaq Ber1 share the
products of thelr labour before they are. requ1red ‘to do s0.

However they do not share w1th everyone. The shar1ng
patterns foklow work mate relatlons and band members. “One of
- my 1nformants when questloned about who one should share

— ) ‘ .

'.w1th replled wlth‘relat1ves (both 1n—laws and"blood'

relat1ves).~ o T :@

5. Rights of rec16¢ocal access to resources through

re51dence, kinship, marraage tles, r1tua1 relatlons or:

v151t1ng

¢

-

dgﬁﬂ ~ 6. Politicaily autoﬁomous domestic units. This is a
' featurewof“dOStwforaging societies-and is generally refered

to as “band flex1b111ty (Lee. and DeVore,'1968) A 'dominant

T \ 8 AN

features of thlS mode of productlon is that 1n productlon

‘1(

'; dec151ons consumptlon are organized at the level of the
domestlc unit. D1v151on of‘iabour is by sex and%( ’ -

\‘ approprlatlon occurs across sexual llnes w1th1n the domest1c
un1t and access to the means of productlon is by residence-

(some groups empha51ze this more than others but as a rule

,\

access is guaranteed by re51dence if not k1nsh1p) Relations

between domestlc unlts are based on an ‘a warlety of
relatlons, 1nclud1ng an 1deology of k1nsh1p, .work relat1ons,

'rec1proc1ty, Wthh are not presupposed 1n the forces of

140
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product1on. It is necessary for a varlety of reasons. that
domest1c un1ts be llnked together. However, it 1s an uneasy
.alllance at.one level and ‘when t1mes areé rough these groups
" tend to f1551on. In th1s soc1ety the spec1f1c contradlctlonv
is between the domestlc un1ts w1th1n the communlty as a \
“whole. These are the main features of the Semaq Ber1 mode of
-‘product1on. The;vare remakably 51m1lar to other forag1ng
;people. (see Leacock 1879: 8) The follow1ng sectlon dlscusses
some of the featureg of commodlty productlon ‘and brlefly\
problem of development progects. u i
Commod1ty Product1on

‘The Orang Asll have for centurles been exchanglng
ralnforest products for trade 1tems or more recently for
money Slmple commodlty productlon has for somet1me been -
-very much a part of the natural economy It also 1nc1uded in
- the past the exchange of 1tems such 1r/blowp1pe bamboo Ll

Ee

between Orang Asl1 groups (I H N Evans, 1920) . It 1s,

vhowever only in recent years that they have engaged in |
trade with greater 1nten51ty Reports on the Orang Asl1 in
'theqbeglnnlng of the century, espec1ally among those groups
'1n mone or less remote- areas, have empha51zed the limited
fneeds of these people and. the ample means of secur1ng those
needs. The bulk of ‘the trade 1tems such as salt, cloth,
tobacco and metal for kn1ves,‘were exchanged for aloe or .
eagle woods, a: var1ety of rattans _and several other products
‘gathered from t1me to time in the ralnforest - In recent

VO
¢

the‘
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years, though development efforts of the Orang Asl1

Department new kinds of commod1t1es have been 1ntroduced

These are not naturally occur1ng in the environment and
-requ1re certain technical knowledge (wvhich is quite easily~

learned). Rubber cultivatlon features‘brominently in these

o

development.pro;ects,‘but 0il pa}m and livestock raising

E
B

“For our pu?poses, however; production for exchange

) have also been 1ntrodu€ed

(commodity prodUction)kcan be divlded into products‘occuring
in the natural ecosystem and those introduced~requlring'
- different technological knowledge for production and in soke
cases requiring a specific organization of labourt. |

~The first‘type of commodities,{whlch can be.called
'natural commodltles , occurs 1n the ecosystem of Orang
. Asl1. In the course of exp101t1ng the ralnforest for ObjeCtS
of exchange the people can also. sustaln themselves in a
»trad1t1ona¥bway Between hunter gatherers and slash and
_burners the organ1zat10n of product1on may differ when
explo1t1ng the env1ronment ﬂor pgbducts for exchange. For
1nstance, men in slash and- burn soc1et1es usually go off "in
small groups collectlng rattan or eaglewood while women stay
- near the communlty tendlng gardens. Men take supplles from
: the gardens and hunt animals while in the bush, while women
‘sub51st on garden products when the men are gone. However,
-‘all the men do not leave the v1llage at once and large game
_‘brought back to the v1llage by the men who stay beh1nd is

“shared w1th families whose male provider' is absent.

P
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bother kinds of productlon or ‘in non- productlve activities.

patterns. v : o R B \
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1
v

*Hunbérs'and gatherersialready live in the“rainforest and

divide their labour into production for exchange and
production for use.‘Wlth 11m1ted needs production for use

-predominates. It can be seen that the relatlonshlp between

. co%lect&on of ralnforest produce for sale and production for'

Y'use in these 5001et1es is reasorfably compatlble. We have,-
: P '

however, an economy where the production of use-values

predominates.” It should be noted here that labour time

rd e

. . fr g . . .
invested 1n“the/co;1ect1on of rainforest produce “is not at
the ekbense'of the;natural,economy. These pre-capitalist
societies are capable of ma1nta1n1ng subsistence with three

4

to four hours work a day leav1ng am Le t1me to engage in

z b P
In thls 51tuat10n, relatlons of product1on for exchange'are ﬁ%
1dent1cal to relatlons of productlon occurrlng,in the

natural economy . That is, the money from collection of

uproduce accrues to the household where it is consumed or in

"~ the form of purchased products used in rec1proca1 sharlng

}

..

?
o

The situation is slightly dif}erent with those
product10n.act1v1t1es 1ntroduced into the economy by well
meanlng government development pro;ects. Slnce rubber is the
crop 1ntroduced most often, some of the factors.and A :
implications of rubber production” among Qrang.Asli will be
discussed briefly in this section. |

Rubber requires a sedentary existence since the trees

must be tapped regularly. Production for subsistence becomes
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ﬁnCreasingly‘difficu;t because of soil depletion and over

hunting of game in one area. It also interfers with the
amount of time that can be allocated to these subsistence
activities and therefore produces a dependence on the markef
for the purchase of subsistence items which the.seciety is
no longer capable of producingviteelf. The people are also
at the'mercy of price fluctuatigns in the market. Rubber

production requires full-time attention and reliance on the

' production of one commodity presents some potential hazards

when compared to the variety of harvestable products’ for
exchange in the natural ‘environment. Finally, replacement of

rubber trees after 35 years or so is often a difficult and

'expensive proposition and in many cases impossible without

the capital investment of government agencies. Rubber
£

prodqetion as it is_practiced in Malaysia by small-holders

cannot generate enough.reVenue,to reproduce the means of

|
- : \

production. However, in a more serious way the dependence ‘on

a market often tends to‘dissolve community ties. 72 X

‘Communlty ties are based on regular acknowledgement of

vl
relatlons, either by engaglng in subsxstence product1on or

by sharlng the products of labour[ thus the 1nd1v1dual

nature of rubber production and its fulltime character

prevents the group from producing 1ts own subslstence and

»

'5’If it is true, that the spec1f1c contradlctlon of these

',types of societies is between the domestic unit and the band

or group that production units draw their membérs from,

.then, other modes of organization of labour would serlously

comprom1se the ability of the group to hold together. Thus
it is not only the kind of subsistence production itself,
but, the organlzat1on of labour peculiar to that sub51stence
productlon. o

h!
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forces it to rely on production for exchange in ord&r to
subsist. Social life which is bound up with ritual and
ceremony and intimate social relations is at risk of

disintegratihg.

gﬁb collection of rainforest produce, a renewable

‘resource, on the other hand, appears to offer a viable.

alternative'to the specific form of integration development

projects are trying to promote.

Middlemen and Pro iIction

FeQ'Orang A ‘mﬁcuégmarket their goods directly,

t\relying instead on mlddlemen who have access to the market.

One of the most 1mportant features of the merchants or
middlemen's relatlsg’tp pre- capltallst society is that they

operate at the level of exchange only. They make no atte\bt

A \

to reorgan1ze the nature of productlon although they can

sometimes increase the intensity of productron. The

. middlemen represent a node between“the market and the direct

‘producers and in this capacity control the exchange of

p:oducts; The" mlddlemen s relataonshlp to Semaq Beri is ‘two

SH

"fold. First, he sells commodltles such as. rlce, tobacco,.

¢ .

radios etc.; more often than not these goods are sold on .

credit. Secondly, he buys the faihforest pfeduce from the

Semaq ‘Beri to be sold on the merket, In this'way the

middlemen appropriete the surplus labour of these people in

a two-fold way. The relatlan between the Orang A511 and .the

‘middlemen is a relat1ve1y enduring one because of the debt-
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- relationship. In this way the middlemen forms a kind of
monopoly. Since the people are generaliy in debt to the
middlemen, there is an obligation to sell theit ptoducts‘to
him.

Thfs relationship provides the impetus for the
collection of rainforest produce or production)of
commodities, because‘the Semaq'Beri are generally eager to
discharée'their credit obligations. However, this impetus
for pfoductionlis limited by the level of needs or’desites
“for consumer'goods. It‘is also determined,by the degree to
which they depend on cohmodity production for subsistence.
Dependence on commodity productionkis-often detetminedjby
the increased restriction to their means of production for
subsistence. Resettlement schenes where land for agriculture
is exhausted in the area and 1ncapable of supportlng
agriculture for sub51stence needs is one cause of increasing
dependence on commodlty production. There are many such
settlements and members of the commun1ty,are forced to work
dfo; wages or full time in a commodity productjon(iike rubber
or oil palm,

X

Conclusions

¢

"Development projects are for the most patt concetned
with the 1ntegrat10n of people and communities 1nto the
lnatlonal economy ThlS process of integration can. be
accomplished in a‘vqriety of ways} but generally the form is

. t
the creation of wage labourers or the integration of
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o

vindependent pfbducers who produce for a market and buy
subsistence items and other commodities from the ma:ket
place. In short, they become patt of the general division of‘
labour in capitalist society with social relations between
‘persons mediated by the market. Other forms ©of community
1ntegrat10n become barriers to this form of development.‘
We_saw ear11er, in the description of the mode of
production of the™ Semaq Beri ‘that they were organized as
individUal domestic units and that social relations of ~
productiOn were embedded in this unit. We also discussed the
methanisms-of integration such es ritualiand communal
eharing based for the most part on an ideology of kinship.
We also tried\to show that the collection of rainforest
produce for sale preseﬁted no contradictions within the
natural economy. It was suégested that the particular
subsistence mode of production. 1nc1ud1ng collection of
ralnforest produce for sale, presented a v1able wvay of life

for the Semaqg Beri.
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VII. Conclusions

The conclusion of this thesis is that in the c?se ’dy
of the Semag Beri commodity production, production for
exchange, is well articulated with the natural economy, or
more precisely, subsistence production. The compatability
between‘what are called production enterprises - in this
case production for exchange_and production for use.~ is
shown through an anlysis of the relations of productioo that
order each enterpriset The basis‘of this compaability\is
that relations of production identified with the subsistence
mode of production also order the production of commodities
for exchange. The'forces of production, 1nclud1ng tools,
division of labour, terrltory and resources, employed in the
production of subsistence and commodities are identical.

In Chapter 2 the subsistence economy is descfioeq,
Production for use is structured and determined, to some
extent, by the relations of production which include: a
determinant form of appropriation of surplus labour, that
isj?between the sexes, withip the domesic unit angd through'
the institution of punun and Kioy in the society at large; a
determinate form of the social distribution of the means of
production through residence patterns and‘ideological
relations between persons and groups, which guarentees
access to the means of production (terrltory and fesources).
This descriptive analysis of subsistence productlon details

the organ1zat10n of production, resources, technology and .

relatlons of production that obtain in that sector.

149
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The third chapter describes commodity production,
" production for exchange, in terms of the organization of
production, commodltles produced and the spec1f1c technology
required to engage in this production. The production of
commodities is dependent on the ability of the Semaq Beri to
engage in subsistence productlon. Subsxstence productlon
provides for the reproductlon of the Semaq Beri, a cost not
borne-by the merchant. Because they provide their own.
subsistence, the merchant can extract that much more surplus
value from them. Although money recieved from commodity
production allows the Semagq Beri to purchase food, usually
rice, much more of the money that they recieve }s used to.
purchase luxury items. They do not produce commodities in
ofder to subsist.

| The fourth chapter descrlbes the way 1n which goods are
distributed throughout the society. It is argued that an
1deology of sharing determines the distribution of objects
that have use valte. Exchange value that is generated by
vcommodlty.productlon does not enter into these
distributions. However, when exchange value is converted to
a use value such as food stuffs etc., it .is subject to the
- same forms of distribution as objects produced in the
subsistence sector. |

The fifth chapter reviews the Marxist literatute on the

‘impact of'merchant‘capital on precapitalist social
formations, as well as disscussing some of the research and

theories concerning this issue in North America.

3
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.
The sixth chapter describes the mode of production of

the Semaq Beri concentrating on the'rz%?fions‘of production
in termsvof access to the means of ?;bqgétion and the social
appropriatioh of surplus labour. It\iﬁ:érghed at the level
of forces of production, which includes the social
orgahization of production, resources and tools, that both
enterprises are virtually indistinguishable. Since
production and relafions of production are oriented to
production for use, money (or the the result of exchange of
commodities); bécausé it has no use valﬁe, is ﬁot
‘incorporated into traditioﬁal exchange, distribution, and
consumption pafterns. Money cannot enter these appropriation
Anetyorks until converted to a uée value such as ;ice or
other food stuffs. Although it is argueqrthat merchant
capital has little impact on the mode of production of the
Semag Beri, it is not without effect. There is a high degree
of compatibility between production for exchange and
pkdduttion for use, but, this does not mean they are always
harmonious félatiéns. On the contrary, merchant capital
tends to bolsters and maintain thosé_specifiC'relations of
production that obtain in the subsistence sector at the cost
of other relations that are parf of the whole soéial
formation (ritual, kinship etc.). .
‘In this sense there is a dual action by mercﬁant'
capital on pre-capitalist societies. ’° On one hand, the

"*The relation of merchant capigbl or capitalism to peasant
social formations has recieved a great deal of attention in
the literature. What merchant capital maintains, for(beasant
society is a hierarchy based -on inequalities, exploitative
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exchange between merchants and producers put an increased
amount of goods into the trad1t10nal exchang; networks
bolsterlng their social relations by the sheer quant1ty of
exchanges. Mechanisms to prevent accumulat1on of the product
such as sanctions against horéing and positive rewards for
re-distributing, exist to ensure a particular ﬁlrm of eccess
to the surplusvlabour of other members of fhe society.
Mechenisms such as punun also prevent accumuletion of the
product for the purpbse of other'fqrms of reproduction.
(specifically capitalist relations). On the otheruhand,
certain relations are bolstered at the expense of other
kinds. of relations (ritual relations, or interband : o
relations)”* |

| Thus the effect of grdducing fer exchange isutwo-fold.

On one hand, it provides material fer the maintenance ef
relations of production; not only do people exchange more,
the& also engage in production more and'prbduce more. -On the
other hand, it sets the stage for a different fokrm of
broéuétion: exchanging with merchants in order to subsist.

It is argued,that the socid!arelations=that are'
appropriate to the subsisteneeusector order and dominate the
production of commodltras, that is, productlon for exchange.

w‘.»,

Products must be exchanged, bovever, and the actual exchange

. . . y

”(cont d) relations, real contradlctlons that are already
in a state of some tension.

"4 It is not that these relations cease to exist, they are
not as much on the forefront. This has a tendency to distort
the social structure and plays on contradictions in Semoq
Beri society by reducing the 1nter dependence between
members of the society.
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of the product is determined-by market telations. Although
the commodities collected have, at least in the quantity
collected, no use value, wheh converted they fall into
gGQEEalized patterns of reciprocity (pnnun kioy)‘ Merchant ’
cap1ta1 is 1nd15cr1m1nant in the sense}that it will operate
on the basis of other modes of productlon which, 'besides
other -things, reduces the necessity of capitaluto engage in
the reproduction of labourv(Wolpe, 18972; Rey, 1973). The
relations of production‘that obtain in Semaq.Be;i social
formation are such that there exists no,structured
institutionalized political order characterized by relations
of inequality. s :
| Thewreproduction of the relations Pf pcoductjon is
crucial for the maintenance of the structure of the social
formation of the Semaq Beri. It|is argued that the
"reproduction of the relations of production is dependent‘on
the subsistence enterprises and that the disrupcion of
subsistence productlon is the place to begin an analysis of
social change. The reproduction of relatlons of production
depends o%%sub51stence production and in the 'last instance'
the destruction of subs1stence productlon is the death nell
of. the system. '

'The lOglC of capitalism and capitalist penetratlon 1s

to make the market the mediator of exchange and

distribution, to control not only the exchange of goods but

B e o —— ————— i ———— -

7*It is the polltlcal order that arises to mediate
1nequal1t1es and is seen as conditioning the transformat1on
of varlous modes of productlon.
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the product1on of them also and tohfinally make human’
a labour a’ commodlty mediated by the mar%et. The road to thlS
domlnatlon by capltallsm is resisted by the structure of
'many pre capltallst SOClal formatlons, that is, the
structure of relatlons ex15t1ng between persons in
ntradltlonal soc1ety where capltallsm and the market are not
: domlnant Te o - g‘ » | | | ‘
fb“ We have argued that. the 1mpact of merchant capltal was
‘ , ) .

negl1gable when v1ewed from a mode of product1on -

o -

perspeCt1ve. Productlon that "was geared . towards exchange

| value was aoompllsh:d on the ba51s of relatlons of
p;oductlon that are assoc1ated w1th tradltlonal sub51stence

productlon. HOweve@, commodlty productlon is not without, 1ts

' effects. It 15 true that thg money, or more prOperly /

K

speak1ng, exchange Value, has allowed the people ‘to purchase

7

cap1tal1st ;ommod1t1es such as ghetto bIasters, a TV, that 4%

d1d nbt ever WOrk foam mattres es and other notable .
S
commodltles. These%ﬁor the most part are luxury 1tems'wH1ch
v

have p0551bly¢1deologlcal effects but are not harb1ngers of
[N \

change that some authors ‘may think they ane Jt is- not the

commodlbxes themselvesethat are dlsruptlve but the manner in

-—---—;L»———--y:naﬂ B S PR
’¢ Merchant capital or the. actlon of merchant caplt 1

- (excuse the re1f1cat10n1 based as it is on a 'tradjtional'
".mode of p ion 1s unable to transform that mode’ of -
productlon. It i
' destroyed in ‘order %o 1ntegrate people 1nto capltallst
‘re¢lations. This is .often.done in a violent way ( &'

- Rey:1975) ., For ‘the Semog Beri-attacks on. subS1st2€c
product1on have been mounted by - government agenc1es, first
by resettlement and then forcing new subsistence techniques
(rice, agriculture, animal husbandry) on them, while
act1vely dlscouraglng foraglng activity in the rainforest.

4 . W -7
A . . T

ad
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which they are treated by the SOCiéty. Their meaning is to‘
be found in terms of the human relafigns'%hat characterize
their‘productibn; relations d% exchangé, distribution, or

COnéﬁmptipn. Thus the term commodity is a kind .of misnomer
i ‘ o

' becauée}it carries a great. deal oflideoiogical baggage,
principally a notion og%commensurability wvhich characterizes
market relations, Commodities are treated differentiy in

Semaqg Beri society'beéaqse they become incorporated into

N

. L
'eXChange,“dgaﬁyibution,~and consumption patterns that have =
nothing to do with‘éommensurabilityQOr‘equaliﬁy. However,
these objects are incorporated and move through the's%ﬁtem 4

\“ o - " E . ! ., . . v . R q' N )
+in, depending on the intensity of production, a traditional
C ' * Rk e - |
way. By the sheer number oﬁ'exchanges or distributions- °
relatjohs between peOpie 4re celebratéa;,maintained, and/or
o : o I B R - ‘
reproduced at an evet inc#easing rate. 7. . o
| |
- _ _ . R N : S
i’lt is for this réason/thatﬁﬁey takes great‘péinﬁ to show,
if not a class re'.tion/between‘elders and juniors, at least
a contradiction. thHat is exploited by the imperative of ° -
capital. Hence exchange/acts.on one hand to consolidate-' - = 4 .
relations between' elder and juniors at the same time as it
. pushes this contradiction. It is nmot any ‘wonder that those
Jjuniors would opt for wage laBour,which on the face of it
_seem less oppressive. It is this contradiction between
elders and juniorsaor_betweenﬂlords and,serfs»during feudal
' times_which'w;re,unwi tingly_exploited by capital. It is °
precisely this contradiction that is missing in hunter and
gatherer society. For example, in the literature concerning - ,
the development of proprietary relations to land that . L
developed during contact with colonial powers and the :
production‘of furs for exchange, several authours -have- S
. argued that it was the impact of the fur trade that 'forced' . -
native people to begin to exclude access to land and to
develop, with the help of the colonial authority, trapping
areas. What could be the relations that. are being reproduced
in order to allow individual groups to coptrol access to a
- resource hitherto unrestricted? == == . - v &

B
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APPENDIX A

Merchant Capital and Simple Commodity Production

The penetration of capital into pre-capitalist social
formations is generally achieved by merchant capital and its
agents, . ) :

Marx provides the clearest statment on the nature of
the penetration of merchant capital on pre-capitalist
societies; He begins his chapter on the general formula for
capital with the " simplest form of the circulation of
commodities", which is the "starting point of :
capital™(vol.1:145). This form of commodity circulation is
the transformation of commodities into money and of money
back into commodities. 'Selling in order to buy' is
described as the circuit C-M-C (vol.:146). This form of the
circulation of capital is the general form of the
circulation of commodities.The circuit of merchants capital
is M-C-M where money becomes the commodity (buying in.grder
" to sell dearer). Whereas C<M-C ends with a use-value,; &
something to be consumed, M-C-M ends with an exchange-é&%pe
which forms the basis for a continual exchange and the e S
reproduction of exchange-values. The merchant makes his '
~money by inserting himself .into the circulation of
commodities. He exchanges his money for a commodity and

. exchanges that commodity for a larger sum of money where the
original money-advanced M'=M+#M, that is, the original money'
advanced (M') becomes the original money including o
‘reproduction costs plus *M which is extra money which Marx -

- calls surplus value. For Marx buying in order to sell is a
‘form peculiar to one kind of capital only, merchant’s
capital(vol,1:153), ‘

What then is the impact of this kind of exchange, for
Marx, on other modes of production and in vhat direction
will the social formation take in its accommodation to
exchange of this kind? In the third volume of Capital Marx
discusses the effect of merchant capital on pre-capitalist
modes of production. He is at pains to show that merchant

capital is dependent on the mode of production that produces
the goods for exchange. - )

- "The extent to which products enter and go through
the merchants hands depends on the mode of
' production, and reaches its maximum in the ultimate
development of capitalist production, where the
product is produced solely as a commodity, and not
as a direct means of subsistence. On the other hand
on the basis of every mode of production, trade
facilitates the production of surplus-product
destined for exchange, in order to increase the
‘enjoyments, or the wealth of the producers (here
meant are. the owners of the products). Hence -
commerce imparts to -the production a character
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