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Assumption 
● Canada’s Depository 

Services Program (DSP) 
publishes and distributes all 
information products 
created by the Government 
of Canada (GOC) and its 
agencies 

● DSP is not a publisher and 
many publications are not 
made available to the DSP 
(despite TBS PPs*) 

● DSP stopped distributing 
paper in 2014; only collects  
PDFs from listed agencies 
(TBS web protocols prioritize 
html over PDFs) 

 

Reality 

* Treasury Board Secretariat Communications Policy 
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?id=12316 
Treasury Board Secretariat Procedures for Publishing 
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?id=27167 
 

http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?id=12316
http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pol/doc-eng.aspx?id=27167


Assumption 
● Library and Archives 

Canada (LAC) collects and 
preserves all government 
information, regardless of 
format  

● despite legal deposit and TBS 
PPs, many publications are 
not collected and preserved 
by LAC  

● recent (post 2007) content 
acquired via LAC’s renewed 
web harvesting program is 
not (yet) available to the 
public 

Reality 



Assumption 
● All non-sensitive GOC 

information is online and/or 
searchable via Google 

● Open Government is a 
GOC priority which means 
all government publications 
are available online 

● been waiting years for a 
centralized Virtual Library for 
government information 

● publications have been 
removed from GOC web 
sites 

● researchers use archive.org 
to find removed GOC web 
content  

Reality 





Web Renewal Action Plan 



CGI DPN 
Canadian Government Information 
Digital Preservation Network  
● start date: October 2012 
● content: DSP pdfs, Government of Canada web content 
● governance: committee and policy 
● http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network 

http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network


Canadian Government Information DPN 

University of Victoria 
University of British Columbia 
Simon Fraser University 
Stanford University 
University of Alberta 
University of Calgary 

University of Saskatchewan 
University of Toronto / Scholars Portal 
McGill University 
Dalhousie University 
 



CGI-DPN Governance 
Steering Committee  
● sets policy (e.g., Collection and Access) 
● special projects (e.g., fugitive docs, etc.) 
 
Technical Committee 
● advisory, develops workflows for ingest 



CGI-DPN Collection 
Workflow: 
1. DSP catalogue report / 

identified at-risk web content 
2. create seedlist  
3. conduct and QA Archive-IT 

crawl https://archive-
it.org/collections/3572 

4. WARC files (including 
metadata) added to LOCKSS 
boxes using Archive-IT 
plugin 

https://archive-it.org/collections/3572
https://archive-it.org/collections/3572


CGI-DPN Successes 
● multi-institutional, coast to coast partnership   
● self-organized network of government information 

librarians  
● preservation of at-risk digital content 
● joint Archive-IT account for capturing at-risk web 

content 
● new research projects (e.g., fugitive docs, lost web 

content analysis) 



Questions? 
Amanda Wakaruk, BComm, MLIS, MES 
Government Information Librarian 
Acting Digital Repository Services Librarian (2015-2016) 
University of Alberta Libraries 
amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca  
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/ 
"What the Heck is Happening Up North? Canadian Government Information Circa 2014." Documents to the People (DTTP), 42.1 
(Spring 2014), p. 15-20. http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38740 

@awakaruk 

mailto:amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/
http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38740
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