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Abstract

s -

Analycls of Textie Crafts at Selected Agruc:.;ltural Fairs in Alberta and Saskatchewan
.Y 1879-1915 ‘
Marijke (Benschop) Kerkhoven. Master &f Science

Clothing and Textiles

Professor Anne M. Lambert - A |
Faculty of Home Economics : N
: Department. Clothing and Textiles
. .

")

Although a small number of interesting studies exustyon the history of textile
crafts in Western Canada, a systematnc quantltatwe study ls stil lacklng Such a sxtudy is
’ necessary, not only because it complements traditional historical research of documents
art,l.facts, and ora! hlstory, but also because 1t provides a guide for collection policies’

exhibitions and progr'ams for museums and other institutions preserving the cultural
herntage of Western Lanada.

Pnzew.nners lists of agricultural falrs are a regularly and systematically kept set of

records on domestic manufacture including textile crafts. Smce the prlzewmners llsts

' were usuallv published in locai newspapers they are a readlly avallable source of

" quantifiable information. This study was undertaken to identify the types of textile crafts
practiced in the early agrxcultural settiement period’ between 1880 and 1915, to gam
insights inta the changes over time and into the local dlfferences of these crafts and to

explore content analysjs of prizewinners' lists as a research methodology for the history

e

of maternal culture

Al

The contents of prlzewmners llsts of ten selected falrs m Alberta and

Saskatchewan from 1879. the date of the flrst fair.in. -the area, trll lg 15 were examined

“for categor«es referrlng to textlle grafts More than 7,000 categorles were analyzed and
coded wrth respeet 1o locatuon year craft and ltem crafted ThIS process produ.,ed ] hist.

of twenty rextlle crafts With the and of a computer command program the categorles

T p T
were analyzec revealing that emb'Olde y (27 l knxttnno ( *@B %), and sewing (9% ware tne
most promlnentlv featured cra'fis and that tnesi and- some other crafts lcroche and .ace_

I _ . SR . . .
R ‘i; Yo . . . . - S : K



. ’

_".maknng) enjoyed a marked increase from 1808 on. AMa1ysvs of the percentages of

’

' 'categorues of each craft revealed that most Commumtlesun thls survey had snmnlar

‘

proportxons of categories for each craft, Yorkton was an excepnon where the
proportnon of quilting and sewrng categornes were- markedly h:gher than other

. commufities between 1880 and 1915 —

AlthOugh several gaps were enc’ountered in the mncr-o'fﬂmed neWspaber
S

publications of prnzew:nnens hs(s those of Iarge fairs were fdund to contam detaled” .
‘!anformanon on changes wnthm a craft, esperaI!y embro:dery while. the lists of smal’? S o

fanrs tended 10 conf;rm generél trénds. Contem analysns of prrzewmners hsts was found

to be a Valrd research methoo‘ for The hvstory of materual culture. -
NI ‘j,-.: ’
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1. Statement of the Problem

1.1 Introduction

| ;Fhe history of textile crafts in Western Canada has not yet been the sgbject of
intensive and systematic research. Although there exists a number of small and interesting
studies of some aspects of the history of textiles in Western Canada. the general‘
impression persists that textile traditions on the Canadnan prairies are erther non-existant
(as noted by Lvnaa Lazarowich. 1983, p. 3), or are of such recent origin that they are

- perceived as practically contemporary. Corhp.ared with Eastern and Central Canada, textile
traaltuons in the west are very young. and surviving textiles scarce (Dorothy K.Burnham
188 1(a). p. 202). S.J. Hill and J.K. Richards suggested that some textile crafts, such as
spinning and weaving, were no longer practiced. because all energy was spent oh breaking
the sod while at the same time yarn and fabric were commercially available (Green (Ed ), -
1967. p. 162. and p. 186). Studies by Dorothy K. Burnham and Linda Lazarowich indicate
that this was pot necessarily the case (198 1(a), p. 262; 1883. p. 12).

Increased interest in the social aspects of the history of Western Canada and

increased awareness of the rich potential of the pioneerihg past of the prarrie ‘provincés,
have encouraged a growth of traditiona! museums, living museums. hrstorvcally refurbnshed

houses and interpretive programmes at historic sites’ Since the eoucatnonal value of these

programmes ts only as good as the research on which they are based. a systematic history ‘

museums }n western Canada makes necessary a quantitative sfudy of textile craft practices
' in Western Canada to provide the f'ramework for future studies. a guideline for caliection
policies and a basis for mterpretvve programmes for museums, historic houses, and other
eollectmg institutions. . o
. Crafts, like other aspecte of material CUlture, eanobe studied in sevv.eral ways. Ohe '
"possibility is to examine the artrfacts;'the products and the tools of the craft. Studies
~based on artivfa‘cts'ority can present a, distdrfio’n since the exc'e.;ational rather than the ‘
o'rdi"n‘a'ry materia’ tends 10 be deposrted and to survive in historica! collect:ons Rathje.
| 1979 ::h i1 Sometmes aloN or~ly the _p'odu"is cfea craft have vamshed but aiso its
" specty \ors Consiger for instance. nomespmmng with a pencil, f:ngers or wooden

N
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. spoon (Anne- Lambert professor of C|othmg and Textiles, University of Alberta. persona!
communication, November 6. 1984). g

Another approach to the study of material culture-us oral hnstory. It can yield a
‘\ wealth of information, espel_crally on everyday material cuitur‘e, going as far back as 150
years. as stated in Henrie Glassie s stu;dy of 1975.(Pocius, 1979, P 66) The vahdnty of

the information s durectly related to the degree of the informant's mvolvement with the

£y
craft or artifact {ibid.). } :

Documents are another alternative source of information, There a}@ several types.
Some are produced regularly. consistently. and with a concern for completeness. Such ‘
documents are official records, ‘reglstrat»on and census data indexes. and similar material.
Dlarues personal letters, and eyewutness accounts iorm‘another type of document, made
more spontaneous., Of ali documents official records are in: general the more reliable
source of information (Compton & Hall. 1972, p;. 62-64). o ' /‘bl

l A potential body of regularly kept official records are the prize hists and s

prizewinners’ hists of the annual fars of agrncultural societies. These societies were
formed as soon as a=commumty was estabhshed. often ;mmed-ately after the school and a
church (MacEwan, 1950, p. 28). The societies promoted agricultural educatyon threugh :
guest lectures, encouragement of expernmental\farmung, and the provision of prizes for
essays on agrncultural science but therr main activity was the organization of an annual fair ‘
(Auld 1961, p, 1) : SR o f

These fars were competitions of ali aepects of rural and domesuc-industry. The
Abulk of the competing categories consisted of hvestock and crop entries. Textile crafte
were u3ually f\und under the classification Domestac Manufatture or Ladxes Work but
~ sometimes unl *School Competmons or "Fie Arts Pr:zellsts were publlshed in
advance of the fatr while the prizewinners’ lists were usually pubhshed within a week
after thetfaur-.; Surviving prize lists of early fairs are very rare. A..f\ew remain the treasured
posséssions of the agricultural societies who originally published th.e_m, but most are‘ in
archiva!l holdnngs . ,'-v - ' ' o | |
Prizewinners’ ists or tne other hand were usually publzshec in the locat

newsoaue'c MosY of the ca"ac ian newsoape's are microfilmed bv tne Canacran ._nnra'

‘.Acsocuanor, ne commo'\ wealtn l\/ucrofulm Library ang others, anc arg reacnly avaiaple for



* examination. From the prizewinners ‘lists'it is possible 10 set up a hst of crafts pertaining
to textiles practiced during any period the a'g?icultural fairs were held. Prizewinners’ lists
can also be analyzed to.yield quantitative data on the extent of textile traditions and

developments. T L
1.2 Purpose of the Study

1.2.1 Goals o ,

The purpose of this study as”to\provude (a) a framework for future systematic
studies. (b) a basis for interpretive programming: (c) a guidelne for collection poﬁcues, and
{dh a methodology for using the quantifyable resources of the prizewinners’ hsts of
agricutturatl farrs.'in ordel_: to accomplish these goals the study was addressed to the -

following questions

(1) What textile crafts were practiced in Alberta and Saskatchewan in the period of early
_ settlement? , N ‘ . v
{2) Was there any change in the general interest in any of these crafts during this pemod?

{3} Was there any marked dif ference among localities with respect to these crafts during

»

this period?

{4: How can the prizewmners hsts published in local newspapers be used as a source of

quantitative mformation? :

1.2.2 Objectives

Because the published prizewinners’ lists prov.ded arich source of as yet
)
unexplored information, the researcher decnded to systematically analyze the texnle craft

‘categories on these lists. Thus, the study addressed ltself to the followmg ob;ectuves
. The first objec11v&was to list the textnle crafts found on the winners’ Iusts of

agrncultural fa:rs in Alberta qnd Saskatchewan in the early pernod of agrucultural settlement

4.

vue betweenr »880 and 1915

Il The se"ond obiective was to |dentxfy any quantltattve "hango in the prac"ce of

-~

any. the ndemvfued ”rafts as SucceSIed_by the change i~ the number of categornes of that - i
. : . . é x

cratft atheanrc" N S :

o
i
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Il The third objective was to 1dentify any quantitatively marked differences-among

loca‘lmes, with respect' to the practucevof‘any of these crafts. as suggested by marked

dnfferences in the number and percenta‘ge of categories of any of these crafts at the farrs

V. The fourth objectuve,was te develop and evaluate a method for extracting
&
quantifiable mformatrop from the prizewinners’ lists of agricultural farrs, usmg

newspapers as-a source of infgrmaticn.

/ : :
N .. : _ X
1.3 Definitions and Concepts - , - :

While searching for good deftn[tlons“lhe researcher found Webstei's Third New
. = ,

I nternational Dicr’)'onary of.the English Lahguage very useful. Althodgh it consulted only

one textile expert ", the comm«ttee who compiled the dictionary provided defmituons
!

Wthh fit into the fra'nework‘ provuded by irene Emery and Derothy K. Burnham. Thas gave

4
} M\

the researcher the confidence to use the defmmons pr0vnded by this dnctnonary not on!y
n addmon to the defmmons of Burnham and Emery but especaally in cases where they fail’
to prov'de them o

' Although the terms textne crafts and textnle arts have been used by various
experts on textules a defmmon of either term has not been l@ated‘ In her work The
Pr/mafy Slructures of Texti/es Irene Emery defines texule as "a woven fabric” (1980. p.
xvit. So does Burnham N her work A4 Texl//e Term/no/ogy Warp and Weft 1719810/, p
xiii and p. 151. Other expert have found this too confcmng Constance Howard and Agnes

Geijer have used the terms text»le crafts and textile arts in the t:tles of thenr works and
~

K

, chapters wnthout deftnlno them. By mcludmg techmques other than weaving in her

' dxscussnon on textrle crafts Howard imphes a broader defmmon of the word textule {1978: -

I,’\/‘vulnam Dan' on textile ‘ma ashingry and productnon

pp 7-9). Snmrlariy Geljer uses the‘term textile crafts’i in the titl of a.chapter on the textile
tradmons in Scandunavna which mcludes diagonal plamng sprang and na/eb/ndn/ng as.

well as weavmg (1979 pp 240~265) Burnham herself includes m her work The *. Q—‘T R

AComfortab/e Arts Trad/t/orra/ Sp/nnmg and Weav/ng drscussmns on awide varnety of”

technnquer such as knn‘tmg brandlng looped nettmg snowshoe la.,mg EtC. t1981(a):

. /
’ Anre Lambert n her work on the storaoe of textnles and Jstu'nes ‘states tha' she uses for

practrcal pu’pcses the’ term textiie in 3 broader comeyt To nc Iude nOn wovens as well as
. . t .

¥
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wovens (1983, p. 9).

The word craft is defined by Webster as "a branch of skilled work, requiring
knowledge or a manual art” (1876, p. 528). ‘ln the phrase textile craft the word textile 1s an 7
agjective. Webster defines this as ’pertainlng to or of a fabric” (1976, p. 2360). Emery
defines febric as a "generic term for a fibrou$ construction” (1980, p. xvi). Web‘ster'g
defines fabric as “a cloth” (1976, p.8 ll 1), which in turn s defined as "something made by .
weavmg felting, knlttlng knottlng #bonding or crocheting natural or synthetlc filaments or
fibres and used in variations of texture, finish, weight, width, for clothing. upholstery
rugs. and industrial purposes” (ibid., p. 428). Emery gives a simifar d‘efnnltlon {1980. p. 861.

She aiso notes that phability 1s always implied in the use of the word cloth, but almost

ndyef explicitly stated (ibid, 'p. 208). Thus. basketry and mats and similar rlgld products are
k.not clnsidered cloth, fabrucs or textiles even though the technuques may be similar or the
same as we vmg or other techniques producang textiles.
The term textile craftis defmed in thvs study as a branch of skilled work pertalnmg'
to fabric. Specifically those crafts are meant which () produce yarns or fabrics (e.g.,
spinning and weaving‘l. (b) produce items made from or with fabrics le.'g.', sewing and
~quilting). and (c) treat fabrics with a substance fe.g., pigment as in oaintlng of fabrics. or
'starch. as in ironing of collars). | |
Crafts which are closely associated with textlle crafts but do not pertam 10
textules as defmed above. suth as ieather work and straw weaving. were noted and
accounted for in the course.of this study They are not dlSCUSSEd as thoroughly as the
other ltextvle) crafts. -

. The term falr 1S defmed ln the Oxford chtlonary as "a periodical gatherlng of
buyers and sellers i m a place ordained by charter, statute or custom” (1961 @ol V. p. 25),
but Webster recognizing the development of country fairs in Great Brltam and North
Amerlca durmg the nuneteemh d:entury adds "a competltlve exhnbmon as of wares, farm **

‘ products T\/estock wcth prlzes for excellence (19786, p l7l7l The term fair in thls study
will adhere to Webster s latter deflmtuon ' ’
The te'm\category means 3 “class, a group of any kind in & general classvﬁcatlon

lWeb;tel #197€ p. 352: in this study the term means a oroup of sumllar |tems enterec at

an agrlcultu'a ta.r fo. whucn a flrst prize or specnal pr.ze is awarded.
. . - 4
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Alberta is that portion of the Contmémal Plain which 1s bounded in the northi by the
60th parallel. in the east by the meridian. 110° W. in the south by the 49&1 parallel and in
the west by the crest of the Rocky Mountains from the 49th paralle! in a nor_th-westerﬁ
drection uli it mtersects'the meridian 1207 W, end by the meridan 120" W till it iIntersects
the 60th parallel,('Encyc/oped‘/a Canadrana, 1961, Vol. |, p. 105).

Saskatchewan is that portion 9f'the Continental Plain which 1s bounded in the north

by the 60th parallel. in the east by the longitude 10" 30° W and the meridian 102" W in the.

south by the 49th paraliel. and in the west by the meridian 110" W (Encycl/opedia

Canadiana, 1962 Vol . IX, p. 213).

Both areas had come to be consudered as part of Rupert's Land and to be under th%
Jurisdiction of the Hudson s Bay Company by virtue of i1ts charter of 1670. In 1869 the =
Hudson's Bay Company transferred the admlmstrat;on of Rupert's Land to the;jg?fiéwly
formed éemmuon of Canada and the area became part of the North West Territories. In
1882 the administrative districts of A|b’erta and Saskatchevs}an were formed withn the

North West Territories. However . these d:str)g;rs'did' not completely coincide with the

boundaries of the provinces with the same name. which were formed 1R 1805.

1.4 Limitatibns

a

) W : r
This study discusses only the textile crafts represented on the ptizewmners’ hsts

AL ’ . ' . . ' . . N
are &f Elropean tradition, it does not necessarily follow that the prizewinners were of

'European descgnt ohly Pupils of missionary schools were encouraged to send their

N
entrnes to the annual fairs, and did so successfully (Nicks, 1982 MacEwan; 1950).

Although there were people of European stock in the area from the Iate enghteenth

vcentury on and althouch thelr presence ang that of thelr mater; aI culture lnfluenced local-

texnle trad:tnonc this studv confines its elf to the early agrmultural settlement perlod only.

As such. il.sta ts at 1879 the uate of the fnrst aOFICUxtUra‘ falr i the area lMacEwan ,

1250 and enas &1 181, .ne«outoreak ot the First Worid war in late 1814 effe‘c.wely



stemmed the influx of iImmigrant settlers. Agricultural settlement continued after the war,
butata rnucl:l slower rate, with more emphasis on mechanization.

Studies on prairie 1mr'n‘|gratvon and settiement general'ly use 1915 as a cut-off date
le.g. Jackel, 1982, Dawson & Younge, 1940). St‘udnes on prairie agricultural development
favor 1821 as that was the last year of a decade of prosperity for wheat farmmg.‘whlch .
was 1o contrast sharply with the less prosperous decades of the 1920s and .19305 Since
thrs study 1s concerned with the development of textile crafts durmg the early agﬁcwtura/

Settlemem years ituses 1915 as the later time {imit.



2.Review of Literature
Introduction
— Thisreview consists of four parts the literature of the history of Western
Canadian textiles. the literature of the agriculturgl settlement of ;D«tberta and Saskatchewan
the literature of the hustor'y of agricultural fairs, with emphasis on those held in Western

Canada. and the literature on the research methods of historic textiles.

2.1 History of Western Canadian Textiles - ¢ ' "
. o )
This section discusses only Iiterature pubhished in the last thifty years. Needlecraft

manuals. magazine and newspaper articles published between 1880 and 1915 --- mostly
- K \(
found in archives and museums --- are discussed in the chapter on the findings of the

crafts. Although a number of interesting studies have been published on textile crafts in

i

,v,vesterh Canada. none are cited in bibhographies on Western Canada, and few in those on

-

textile history ia North America. There are no entries on te)gtile crafts in Bruce Peel s
Bibliography of the féra/'//e Provinces to 1953 (1976), in Ved Arora’'s The Saskatchewan
Bibliography (1980}, or in Gloria Strathern’'s Alberta 1954-1979: A Provincial |
B{b//ography (19B2). Very few work‘s on Western Canadian textiles are cited in the
biohographic work by Beverly Gordor on domestic American fextules (1979;. which

includes works on Ca'\ad|an texmes and in Carol Farrbanks' and Sara B. Sundberg s

bxbhographnc work on women in the American and Canadian West (1983)

What little there is must be pieced together from general studies on textile crafts

'
’

in Canada such as D.K. Burnham's 7 he Com/ortab/e Arts {198 1(a)), from essays in-a

’ -

collection of articles on Canadian handacrafts n general (Green (Ed.), 1967) from studies

4 on the crafts of. ethnnc groups in Canada (B:rd 1982; Lazarowich. 1983) and & few

unpublished studnes g _ - \,0 S _ - R
' H.G. Green has edited A Her:tage of Caqaa/ran Hand/crafts which is a collectuon of

RERE-)

“.essay s on crafts, mvluoung temles practiced by ethmc 97oups in each prown\.e Most of
the essays suffer from the lack of 2 time frame A"I’thaugH the maknng of cloth v/ith homr—
grown wool Ev the eafly pioneers in Saskatcnewan ano L\lberta 1s mentioned for Englrsh

' speamng gr0ups the wrters assure t'\e reaoer tha' tne UKraxn.an a—»d the Roumaman »

e
&
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groups. for instance. discarded their textile crafts in favor of commercially available
products (Green (Ed.), 1957 S‘f‘J. Hill. p. 192 and J K. Richards. p. 186).

In her book The Comfortab/e Arts Dorothy Burnhamncludes a thapter on textile
tradition in Western C‘ar';ada. In‘this chap'teir Qne describes mostly lcelandic, Hutterite,
Ukraimian and Doukhobor textiles, made in the pra»rre provinces and British Columbia. In the
| discussion Burnham concedes that more research }s necessary because some assumptions
about the textile crafts in Western Canada have turned out not to be true. Tne assumpt‘aon
that the 'settlers of Alberta and Saskatchewan did not need 1o spin and weave because yarn -
and eloth.were commercially available. does not take into account that'cor“nm‘ercial yarn.
and cloth cost money. a‘c0mmod|t?y not all settiers had (1981 (a), p. £02).

Michael Bird and Terry K'obi'yasht; on the other hand. found no splnnrng |mplem’ents
~and very few looms in the West, while they were researching the crafts of German

speaking peoples in Canada. They described the embroideries of the Hutter:tes In Western
Canada (Burd & Kobiyashi, 1982 pp. 183-194). A few embroidered handkerch;efs made
by Hutterites in Alberta are featured in From the Heart: Folk Art in Canada, a catalogue of
, Canadian Folk Crafts {Canadian Center for Felk Culturé Studies. 1983).
“in her'stu'dy of Canadian spmnning wheels_ Judith Buxton-Keenlyside discusses
seyeral wheels made in Manitoba, Saskatchewan‘ and Alberta. These wheels show
krainian, Russian, and German influences. Especjally interesting is a series of home-made
whee!s msplred by the so-talled Srfton wheel Thls was made by a company n Snfton
Mamtoba which in turn was mﬂuenced by the features of tradmonal Ukrainian spinning
wheels (Buxton-Keenlysude,~ 1980. pp- 192-197). Linda Lazarowich stated that Sifton
wheels were a variant of the Euriopean castle wheel, and were made in the 1930s (1983,
- p. 78I SR . |

Mary Conroy lncludes the descrrptlons ox a number of quults in Western Canadnan

i

co|lectrons in her work -on the hrstory of Canadlan qmltmg 300 Years of Canada s
Our/f{mak/ng (1976) There i is also a short publlcatuon based on the exammatnon of 25
shrrts of Bukhowyn an tradmon of Whocn e:ght were made in Albena Showmg ce’anls of
constructvon anc. e'nb'cude'\ th:s study’ touches an. some techmcal adaptatuons b) 'he

' Dconeers from the Uk'a-man provmce Buknovymc to Western Canaca fO'shmskv 1974)

] -

‘l
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A series of intdrviews with Alberta spinners was videotaped in 1878-3 by Anne
Lambert, professor of Clothing and Textiles of the University of Alberta. This series of '
tapes, entytled Spraning in A/berta_ show ‘\he informants spmning carding. and kmitting.

while discussing.these crafts as well as othErs such as quiiting. weaving. rughooking. and

soapmaking. Most of the informants wereﬁescendants from Russian and Roumaman

immigrants. All of them remembered theu!mother, randmother, or occasionally a father '
spinming ‘and knitting. to keep their famil;ewsupplied with warm mitts, socks
and gaps. ) | .

~ Another set of interviews forms the basis of an unpublished study on spinning and
weaving in Saskatchewan. Deborah Behm and Karen Leitch taped their interviews with |
about thirty weavers in Saskatchewan during the summer and fall of 1882. These. .
interviews reveal the importance of the wéagvmg classes sponsored by the Searle‘Gram
Company during the early 1940s, as well as the influence of Oscar '&_eriau s Home

Weaving and Kate Waterhouse's Saskatchewan Dyes on Saskatchewan weavers. The

' taped interviews, which are deposited in the Regina branch of the Saskatchewan Archives .

Board, are a rich source of information on weaving and other textile crafts, such as
spinning. knitting. a?d-d-yeing. They may prove to be an excelient source Yor an interesting
publication Behm and LeitcH hope to produce in 1986, especially sipce the.or‘al history 1s

* s . N | . . . \ B
3upplemented vuith archival research focused on the involvement of the Searie Grain

Another study. focusing on weavmg classes of the Searle Gram company is Janet

Hoskins' master s thesis Weawng Education /n Man/toba inthe 79405 in th:s work

Hoskins descrubes two weavmg programmes one orgamzed by the Searle Gram Co. and

another by the Somete d Ensengnment Post- Scolaure du Mamtoba (S EP.M. ) the Roman

Cathohc Adult Educatnon organization. ln addltron Hoskms traces the hnstory of spunnmg

- and weavmg actnvmes in Mamtoba from the. establnshment of the Red River Colony |n 1812

to the begmnmg of the S E.P.M. and Searle Grain Co programmes in the early 19403 In

the early mneteenth cemury the- settlers of the Red Rsver Colony hoped to ralse cash for '

seed gram by the sale o home weavmg Several weavmg and spmmnc mstructors were -

. sent to the Red Rover semement They round apt puplls but 2 Iaclr of a stable suopiy of

raw f:oer GOVernor uéorae S:mpsoh trued to encourage flax and hemp ranscng whnch

‘
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al fizzled ouras soqQn as his premiums were w1thdrawn Raising sheep also met with

Y o

% con5|derable dnff:cafnes as most of the early mported sheep did not survnve

transportatfon(1982 p. 19

o . . ~ . ‘.n ¥

.~ Graduglly there was some success in home weévmg The Grey Nuns were able to

?- LI
@‘ . weave enough fabric for thenr own use and to raise funds for their charitable pro;ects ‘s
5 )
N from 1847 on libid.. p. 24).In 1848 a fulling mill was estabhshed This was somewhat too @
:,’t, . optnmnstnc as the mull needed at least 100 yards of fabrig-in order to run, while the largest .

. o

o b
. Prece of cJoth made in the area was orfly 25 yards (ibid., p. 25). In 1873 there were

l
énough sheep in the areg to warrant the establishment of a woolen'mill. This mill did not

work c?mmuously 1t was burnt in 1874, but it appeared ;)o ‘work again in 1880 (ibid", p.
27-28).. SR L . ‘ '
- t . § . m
The bucldmg qpf the Canadxan Pacnf:c Raulway and the estabhshmem of workshops
*
for the railway (;-qmpany brought prospenfy and attracted enough merchants.to break the

a

_monopoly of the Hudson's Bayfcompgny; as suppher‘ of fabrics and y"arns. From that time

" on, homeWeavi’hg ‘v.vas no longér essential. except in the smalier, more isolated. ’ ‘e
. W ‘ - ’ ¥ s P
communities of Manitoba (ibid., p. 31). b ‘ o - -

~ Another gecent master s thesis on weaving in the Western Canada is that of. Linda
. . . J ) ) & » :
Lazarowich. Her study is especially interesting because it gainsays the statements of S.J. ¢

Hill and J.K. Richards about the textie tradition of Eastern European immigrants. According

~ -

to Hill and Richards. the immigrants dropped their spinning and weaving skills as soon as

they arrived in Western Canada (Green (Ed.). 1967, p. 162 and p. 186). Lazarowich found

4
‘,, that many Ukrann:an umm«grants continued to produce the clothmg for their families and

I

household textnles as they did n Eastern Europe Alth0ug ng and household linens

were, ava»lable through manl order catalogues most Eastern épropean 1mr/mgrants

earmar‘ked ;helr cash for the purchase of live stock, farm equnpment, or tand (1983, pp.

' 64- 65)4.azarowxch relates that weavxng was usually d'one during the wmter while the |
homegrown wool, flax and hemp were prepared foresplnmng during the summer. {ibid., pp. i
63 64.. Although a few. ﬂnm:crants brought a complete spinning wheel or loom. most |
brouoht“the iess bulky 100:5 for textnie/productnon wnh them ‘and some of the essen’sal k
but easuy po".able parts of ther looms suck as the reec Mhst Ioorns of the Ukrainian )

wsettJerswere made n Canads from ioca: materlals {ib1g., p. 64;.

i e
K
e



By the 192Qs most of the Eastern European |mm«grants were prosperous enough
to buy commercially made fabrics and yarns. It is during this period that home spunnrng and
- weaving were no longer considered necessary. and embroidery and egg pamnting were
preferred as traditional crafts The depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s led
.rﬁany women, Who still possessed weaving and spimning skills, to take these crafts up
again, this time to raise extra income for the family (bid., p. 66). Lazarowich states that
most of“the spinning wheels of Ukramren families were made during the 1930s. although
many women preferred their drop spindles even at that time (ibid., p. 78
A catalogue on quiltmaking .‘% Alberta was recently published by Sandra Morton
Weizman and Elyse Ehot-Los. The acco‘mpanymg essay in the catalogue goes deeper nto
the history of.duiltrnakmg‘than, the article written by Eiiot-Los for the A/berta Museums

Review in 1883, By mterviewing the quiltmakers or their descenda‘nts‘anc{the quiit

owners, as well as locating and dOCuménting Quilts 'made in-Alberta, the authors succeed in’
’

descrrbmg the socnal aspects of the craft. as well as the aesthetrc and technical ones. from

the late 19th Century to the present day. Weizman and Eliot-Los stress that more of this

type of research 1s necessary if the museums of Western Canada are to preserve the

heritage of the area (1884, p. 9). ) - )

Textiles are touched upon in a short essay in a8 small catalogue of handcrafts made

W

by French-speaking peopie in Manitoba (Mularre, 1976). An article on the social aspecis of
knitting during the First World War was pubhished refently in the Afberta Museurns
Review (Fallis. 1_984)A In an earher 1ssue of the A/ber‘ta Museurns Review. Marlene Smith

discussed a loom found in Legal.” Alberta. This foom was for five generations in the

,

possession ef a famil'y who originated from Quebec. and has been used in Alberta since

1924 to make ragrugs (Smith, 1983).

8

2.2 History of the Agricultural Settl

nt of Alberta and -Saskatchewan

One of the earlier works on the agr ra1 settlement of Alberta and

Saskatchewan®s G.E. Britnefi s The Wheat E¢ onomy 1939) Thls work deals with the
-hxstory of wheat farming parii':utarly in Saskatch wan. Britnell places the rural farmer at
«. the center of his study. rathe~ than the deveigbment of institutions and organtzatuons )

Because of tnis orientation. 7ne Whear £ onomy coniains more information on the daily



hfe of the p»oneér farmer than other studies on the agricultural settlement of the Canadian
West, eqch as MacGregor s A History of A/Qerza (18721 or DouglesAHill s The Qpening of
the Canadian;‘Vest (]97’3» _

A Another early study 1s the Canadian Frontiers of Sert/emerﬁ series, edited by WA
Mackintosh and W..L.G Joerg, which was published in nine Wolumes from 1936 to 1940.
In the second volume l}/s Morton and Chgs;er Martin address themselves to the history

of the agricultural settlement and its relation to the dominion tand policies. Morton
discusses among other things the hardships met by the proneers before suitable agrarian
techmques were developed such as summer fallowing and dry farming.

In the erghth volume C.A. Dawson and E.R. Younge devote a chapter 10 the
agricultural settlement of the Canadian prairies in terms of a cycle. The pioneer started out
to become selfsufficient and then developed into a more advanced form of farming by
the adoption of mechaniiat|on and crop specialization. Dawson and Younge concentrate
- on the pioneer for whom this process was relatively short. They recognize that this

development 1s very uneven, and recommend that a more detailec} stedy to find the
yeriables tHat may account f’or this uneven development (Dawson & Younge. 1840, p. 27).

Slmxlar to the settiement cycle 1s the frontier thesis, deveioped in the I8905 by
Freder:ck Turner. This is discussed by R.A. Billington in his Westward Expans/on A
History of the American Frontrer (1949, The frontier thesis states in part that the

© piloneers arriving at tﬁe frontier had to be willing to .drop part “of‘ their culturat baggage. and
adapt the remainder of it to meet the demands of theirr gew environment. Traditional

| specnalizatlon was dropped or transformed es unfamiliar conditions and lack of speciahsts
called for ; Jack-of-all-trades approach. According to Billingtén,‘ as the frontier grew
more complex more rigid éovernmenn end economic specialization, the halimark of a
"mature society”, reappeared (1949, pp. 2;7),. “ .

In the main body of his' book Billington discusses tHe factors contributing towar'd‘s
the settlement of the prai_fies_ of thevU'nite_d States, sugf as the developmenf ofﬁhe
railroads. government pbhc:es and lanc acts. & growing world derﬁand for cheap Wheet;

- and the developments of the steel plow and fast maturing wheat. He also points out the
ffactors contributmg to the detay bf thiz =t.lement unti the last forty vears of the |

'mnexeenth century, tne foremos: belnc tne iendency: OF 1he eastern farmer 1o judge the

v Lo T s
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potential productivity of land by the amount of tree cover it supported. and agraran
practices that depended héavnly on a ready supply of water. Many of the considerations
relating to the settiement of trlwe prarries in the United States. are also vahd for the
settienment of the Canadian West. v A Lt

James Gray in Boomtime : Peo,b//'ng the Canadian Prairies {1979} describes the
settlement process with special emphasis on the role of Clifford Sifton. In contrast to
Dawson and Younge. Gray analyzes the dufferent experiences of the dnfferem groups of
immigrants. Gray points out that not all pioneers were farmers. nor dnd they all come We||
equipped with \farm implements, livestock and cash. Many had to borrow money in order
to come over to Canada, others were town people, inexperienced in farming. Wnlih Gray's
work as a guide one may 1dentify some of the variables that Dawson and Younge were
looking for the amount of equipment and cash a pioneer was able to bring with him the
fype of land he chose and his willingness to specialize in wheat préductlon

J.W. Grant MacEwan in his ///ustrated H/sfory of Western-Canadian Agriculture
(1980). reviews the po‘»hts raised by Britnell and Bithngton. and illustrates them with quotes
from documents as well as with phofographs. | ‘

-~

2.3 History of Agricultural Fairs in Western Canada

"’Fhe h|§1‘0fy o‘f agrlcun‘ural fairs and their roie in the newly established communities
of Western Canaga 1s covered by J. W. Grant MacEwan (/Qg/{cu/ture on Parade, 1950) and
David C. Jones (M/dways, Judges and Smooth-Tongued Fakirs, 1983). Both books
menuon textile crafts.only in passing. MacEwan states that many of the agnc-ultural
soclei'es were formed as séon as a new ‘community was established (1950, pp. 2. 28),
and stresses the e;d‘uca_tional value of the fairs and their role in creating standards for
improvements in farming. However, MacEwan concentrates more on the history of the

érgamzatuons themselves. and thelr general interest in livestock.

Jones studued Western- Canaduan faurs from a social perspective. He was especially

Linterested in tlzle relationship between the annuai faxrs and the Cqumry Lite Movement. The v

. . N - ?
themé of the book 15 the di:hotomv found at most countr v fairs n the iate nineteenthvand

earlv twentmh century farrs.-On one hand tnere was the mfluence ot the original

ecu\,at:onan purpOS° c. tne fair, which vies remfo*cec oy tpe Coum'v Lite Movemem On

5
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the other hand there was the tendency to offer amusement and distraction. in a 1985
artcle Jones'stated that the educational aspects of the country dating from the late 18th.
and earlyr 19th eentury always had to compete with the'commercialism and entertainment.
which were the more traditional aspects of the farrs. He concluded that by the laté 1920s
agricultural edueatson had falled to become the more important aspect of agricultural farrs '
(Jones, 1885). ) ’

. Ina 1981 article and in a chapter on women's work at agricultural fairs in his book

Jones raised two interesting points fa) the difficulty of judging women's work . the class

in which most of the textile crafts fe\l. (b) the imphcation that most farmers resented the
amounts of money awarded to textile enXies. .

In the early years there were no sét standards for judging women's work, Most of
the food entries for mstance. were never tasted. but were judged on appearance alone
Jones points out that while great care was taken by the organizers of the fairs to have the
best judges a\‘/_anlable.t’b‘r\%e}luvestock competitions. the judging of Women's work was
leftto anyone who was‘ at hand. The belief that anyone couid judge won'\en's work was
widespread (Jones, 1983, pp. 103. and 139).

Correspondence in the Grain Grower’s Guide reveals that the items produced as
“fancy work” were viewed as useless by many farmers. They argued that prize money
“awarded for such crafts was out of prooor’uon to therr utility and the time and ene-gy
spent making them, suggesting that the prizemoney w0uld have been better used for
hvestock entries bJones 1983, pp. 101 and 138. and Jones. 1981)

W.C. Neely explauns how agricultural societies in the United States, like those in
Canada have thenr roots in the agrncultural fairs of Great Britain. These early socnetues n
Britain and along the East Coast of the North American continent were formed by
aristocrats and-weaithy entrepreneurs interested in promoting higher agricultural standards -
(1935, p.' .48). F‘rom'181 1 till the late 1820s, agriculturai societies in the United States
gradually changed from learned socaetnes for the landed gentry to institutions provndmg
prat.tlcal mformatnon to farmers (vb:d pp. 64~ 66i. It was not until the 18405 when the
market for agr_ut:ultural products e_xpanded and federal and local governments were willing
- 'tc'/subs"udnze annual fa{rs that tne average farmer couic a‘fvo'd to becom'e activen’y involved

]
R agrfsultu. ai socieues ipie.. pp. 72-77.. Desplte the Sh'fl in status the entrepreneurs

[
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and genteel townspeople renrlamed an actlve element. In Western Canada i1t was ueually the
townspeople who establlshed an agricultural society and farmers were the last to join
(Jones, 1983. p. 118, Saskatchewan Arel;lves Board. Regina. 260,1,96).

Neely also explains that agricultural societies flourished du’rmg the opening ofythe
American mid-west. They playeg an mpbrtant role in the the settlement of the prairies
during the second half of the 19th century, and in s(emng the standards f'or euccessful
farming practices in the era before experimental farms and agricultural collegesk.) Neel
states that the pubhcation of prizewinners in focat ngwspapers encouraged good farmmg
practlces on the principle that public recognition ied to emulation (1935, p. 234)

In some .couhtrles agricultural fars have played a special role in the history of
textiles. In NewbEngland, in the earty nineteenth century, handsome premlLRs were
awarded to encourage domestic manufacture of textilesU(Neely, 1835. p. 53). In Sweden
from the 1840s till late in the nineteenth century. agricultural societies worked to improve
- the standard of living of the Swedlsﬁ pgasantry by encouraging and improving cottage
) industries. The societies not only or-ganlz,ed annual e'xhibutions\;f, the best examples of a
~ wide variety of handcrafts, espemally of textiles, butvalsd sent oyt instructors and
instruction materials to interesled communities and individuals (Nylen, 1968, p. 24).In
Canada. only the Midland Agricultural Society in Western Ontario sought to encourage
‘dom'estuc texule crafis by suggesting that the dlrectors’ aﬁen‘d their meetlngs' in homespun
~ garments. (Ontario Federation of Agrlcultural Societies, 1967, p. 10).

. Several ag’rlcultural societies have published books on their history. One of these 1s
Tony Cashman s £dmonton Exhibition: The First Hundred Years |1978). Thi.s book -
. focuses mainly on the history of the orgamzatlon the development of the grounds, the
| bunldmgs anid the side attractions of the fair smce 19 1 0. Before that date Cashman offers
no more than a collage of newspaper reports on agncultural fanrs not only on that of
Edmonton but also of Otl")er fal/rs. '
Joan Frlth s Treatlse of a Somety (1983), pubhshed by the Prince Albert Exhlbmon‘
,lAssomatlon covers'not Orll\ the hlstory of the ag'nc:ultura« assooatlon but also that of the
. communm 1t served vyltn chapters on wome'l s worx and Indlan exhlbnts These chapters,

lllustrated w.tb manv photoc'aahs descrloe pnzewmne'c and mtefestl%%vems such as’

emonstrauons n lace makmg croche ang otner needlework A Ry
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. F.H. Auld has written two articles on agricuitural fairs in Saskatchewan. One traces
the history of the Saskatchewan Agricultural Societies Association (formed in 1914) to a
meeting of representatives of eight agricultural societies in 1887; This meeting was held
to co-ordinate fair dates so that the lnterested fair goer could visit one fair after another
“to excnange informed opinions with practical agriculturists and experienced soorces"
(1962,(;)./ 2). Auld states that from 1838 on. the Department of Aoriculture of the North

West Territories arranged meetings with the societies to co-ordinate fair dates so that the

’

" . livestock judges recommended by the Department could make_efflcient use of their time

travelling from one fair to another. Later durmg such meetings the standardization of prlze
lists was also dlscussed {1961, p. 8).

In the second articte Auid relates how the Territorial Far of 1895 was conceived
 asa showcase of the North West Territories. It was to promote further settlement as well
as to celebrate the achievements of the pioneers (1961, p. 19). Nelther article mentions

ladies’ work or domestlc manufacture, the two classes into whnch most of the textile

crafts fell

24 Research Methods for HistoriC'Textiles

There are several ways to research hlstoruc textiles. One ;Nay is to study surviving
artlfacts Studies such as Keep Me Warm One Night (K. Burnham & D K. Burnham {1879,
D.K. Burnham s The Comfortable Arts|1981(a)), and Judith Buxton Keenlys:de s work on
Canadian spmnmg wheels (1980) were bas_ed mainly, but not totally,-on artifacts. These
works have added enormously to the body of knOWIedge of textiles'in Canazswuham
Rathje, however points out in his essay Modern Material Culture Studies that.’ the more
abundant and pers:stent an ltem is durmg its perlod of use, the fewer examples are
mtentlonally preserved (1979, p 11). Thus a study based on surviving textlles alone may
present a dnstorted picture of what actually took place.

' Another approach is mtervuewung craftspeople When dohe pro_perly it can
prowde mformatlon which cannot be gamed otherw:se (Kerlmger 1979 p. 480 Reimer,
1884, p. 1. Gerald Pouus Text//e Trad/r/ons of Eastern New{aund/and 15 a good |
' ‘example of the use, of mte'vaews to collect data about the crafts D'a tncec tn:rtv or forty

. years aqo ln anotne. artucle Foclus cescrlbes tne factors Wthh contrzbute to the valldlty

v N L4
o

e
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of the informant's evidence. and the prtfalks and limitations of oral hlstory {Pocius. 1979
pPpP. 65_—68). One obvious hmitation 1s the hfespah of the nformant, but under favorable
conditions 1.e. when there is an intimate hnk betyveeh the topic of the study and the lfe
and intergsts of the nformant. reliable ihformatnoh can be gained for as far back as 150
years (ibid.), The key phrase seems to be ‘intimately connected with the life and/or
mterests".. Pocius also warns that the further away in time the topic’ goes the more difficult
1tis to obtamn information about it (Pocius., 1979. p. 66).

* Oral hnstory can be compmed with the documentation of surviving artifacts. Such a
combination seeks-to take advantage of the strengths of both method.s, while minimizing -
theirr weaknesses. This 1s done successfully by Barbara Elten Jones who documented quilts
and_ir\terviewed“quilt makers and quilt owners of the Summerset County in Pennsylvania in
1"969,(Jon'es, 1970]. The Western Kentucky University Folklore and Folklife Collectlon

“ organized a similar research of Kentucky quilts from 1970 to 1975 (Clarke. 1976) A
similar mu‘lti-prong'edvapproacvh was used by Weizman and Ehot-Los in the:r study of

k3

Alberta quins in 1982-83 (1984).
% . Another method of studying material history is documentary research. Th:s is the
tradmonal approach of historical scholarshlp Though this_scholarship used to focus on
great deeds done by great men’ fThorpe 1879 p. 9) recent interest tends to mclude
every- day tife as well {Thorpe. 1979 Manmion, 1879, p. 23). Documentary research goves
- historians the oppo*tumty toplace therr toplc of tr;terest in 3 wider soc»af context
"{Mannion, 1-979) oo
N. H Compton and 0. A. Hail recogmze the use of expressave documents” such as

_personal Ietters dnanes or memoires, as an important source of mformatoon\They warn
"vagam;t/:elylng solely on them, snnce expresswe documents can. seldom be treated ina
: rngorous way to test hypotheses Of.fscnal docum\Lents on the other hand are kept

~consrstently with care for accuracy. and are usually preserved in complete sets. Such.
a dowments can be sub;ected to tests in order to prove or d:sprove hypotheses (Compton

. ~
& Hall.- 19 2 p. 63‘ A‘ the start of this stud,/ thé prizewinners/ I:sts of agrncultural fany

PR

appeared to be Just 5uch & set of systematmaliy kept and compTEfE‘y preserved &'até‘ﬁhat

could be s ::ted to testmc



An example of a study using a variety of documents, mainly of ficial archival
Id . -
material, 1s that of David-Ttuerry Ruddel ¢gn domestic textile industry in Quebec from 1792

to 1835. Ruddel analyzed mainly postmortea inventories, but also studied tabor contracts,

N Bl

commercial correspondence, advertisements in newspapers and census data (1983, p.
79). ‘ |

. A rigorous method to research documentaryvvdata is content analysis. Developed at
first to study ovegt, and later hidden. content in communications such as novels,
newspapers, speeches. etc., content analysis has been applied to an-ever .W|der range of
topics sich as climatic conditions (Vidodie & Catchpole, 1975) and material hustory, such
as the development of charrs (Lane & Stewart, ‘1'9{30). histeric japanese textiles (Richards:
i983) and historic gstumes (Peabody, 1979: Paoletti, 1982). J.B. Paoletti lists a number
ofv s}L‘dnes\ on costume history using content analysis. She recommends that it.be used
m'ore, esp%craly to complement'the tradmona_l impressiontstic approach to documerjtary
res_earch {1982, p.15). . .

OR. Hblst:i‘io his text on content analysis offers several definitions. all of whichgfit®

the study of non-material culture better toan that of material colture (1868, pp. 2-3). D.W.
NToodie and A.J.W. Catchpole describe content analysis as a method which requires the
formulation of explici‘t‘oroposntions, the development of relevant cate.gorles‘ of analysis,
and the Systematic anc; objective collection of information io test the mmai formu1ations
{Moodie & Catchpole. 1975, p 7). Trus & exactly the process that Holsti descrnbes n h»s
Conrent Analysis for the SOC/a/ Sciences and Humanities (1969). Sucha methodology
seeks to ellr]mnate the subjective elements. found in tradmonal h:stOruc schofarship.
Catchpole and Moodie stress the importance of asking questions that will yield numerical
-answers. " ‘ b )

MOOdIE and Catchpole conducted a content analysis of enghteenth and nineteenth

century logbooks with respect to freeze-up and break-up of estuaries. Although this

research was not focused on matenal CUlture their monograph is relevant because of two

thmgs One is Moodie and Catchpole s .,are.ul descrlptlon of the way they recognized

phrases in the logbooks as ciesr:rlp'(orc of certain- phases ina moderr theory of freeze up

. and break-uo of ice. The other is the oescrxptlon of thé way thev resolved the modern

theory lnto o,ategorues.nmo .wm_tn,tbe nistorica: phrases fitted. Tnis 'forging of |mK$

_:¢‘
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between the historical logbooks and the mbdern theory is also important=for areas other
than enwironmental studies (1875. p. 10). .

In her exploratory study on historic arctic clothing worn by non-natves Barbara
Schweger (1983} de\\;eloped a systematic and obJectuve‘appro‘ach to the collection of
information from several types of documentary sources. These include expressive
documents as well as official ones, visual works. such as engravings and watercolérsA
written récord.s as well as actual artifacts. Schweger points out the absolute necessity of
carefully outhning the coding rJles of the categories before the actual study. and the

importance of the reliabiity and validity of the documents with respect to what the

researcher wants to extract from them (1983, pp. 167-168). ‘ -



3sMethodology
Introduction
This chapter discusses the design of the inquiry. the pilot study. coding rules.

sampling. data gathering and the statistical analysis procedures.

3.1 Design of the inquiry
The design of the inquiry 1s an adaptation from Moodie and Catchpole’s study

described in t‘he previous chepter,ﬁ instead of log books this study used prizewmners‘ hgts
of agricuttural fairs published in local‘ newspapers in Alberta and Saskatchewan between

1879 and 1915. Prizewmners lists contain the following mformatnon (a) the community n
\/;K/nnch the fair was held, (b} the date of the farr. (e) ;ne categories, end {d} the names of the
prizewinners. Often the nemes of the judges the amount of the prizemoney. and the place
of residence of the winners were pubhsned as well. The categories contaxn rerms
indicating a craft or a technique (e.g., "embroidery with silk” or “macrame’), or an item
produced by a textile craft (e.g., "ladies apron’, or both te.g.. "knsfted socks™}.

| In th{s stud;/, each category containing terms indicating a textile craft or an rtem
produced by a textile craft, was considered a separate recording unit, measuring one
:netance of the actuel pract-cepf a textile craft. Thus. prizewinners’ tists of a selected
number of .faurs were scanned for categories ;nducafung'tex.tule crafts or the products of
textile crafts. A pilot study was necessary to explore the da‘ta to learn-to recognize the’ :
' historig terms, and‘to develop relevant categories of analysis and coding rules.

’ .
n

‘3‘.2 Pilot Study » : R

A pilot study was conducted on the prczewmners lists of the Edmonton and
Yorkton faurs Durmg thlS study it was found that sorrie terms used between 1880 and
1915 did not carry the same meamng as they do in 1885. In the late nmeteenth century
for mstance the term braudxng referred to a type of embrondery and not to a'type of ’
fmgerweavmg All terms on’ the winners’ Iist were therefore carefulty scrutinized and -
compare\d wuth the terms found in neediework manuals, maoazznes and newspaper _

'columns of the perrod Tnese déscriptions were then compared to defmmons o‘ c'afts

and Iechmques prov;ded oy rene emery s Frimary Strucrures'o,‘ Textiles (] 980}. and by

s
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Dorothy Burnhams's 4 Texti/e Terminology™ Warp and Wefr (1981 (bl

Once the meaning of the hnstornc terms were plaéev‘d within the framework of
modern definitions. a set of coding rules was produced’ These rules were tested by
graduate students in the clothing and textiles department of the Faculty of Home
Economics of the University of Alberta The set of t:odmg7rules 1s discussed later m“thts
chapter | .

Another result of the pilot study was a hist of sixfeen textile crafts. Durmg the
actual study four other crafts were recognized, plus separate aspects of both lace mak-ng
and knittmg. Other re5ulte of the pilot study were the design of .a worksheet, on which the
raw data could be collected and coded. and a set of commands for a statistical computer
program (SP’SSx‘) to analyze the coded data. |

Twenty fdpf. values'were created for the (artab!e Textute Craft. Thus s one value
for each of twenty identified crafts, two forthe extra aspects of lace makmg and knitting
one for the specific choice between crochet and knitting. and one for those categories

-which did not unequivocally tndncate a specmc textile craft.
Thirty seven years were recognized’ from 1879, when the first fair in the area
| was held in Edmonton il 1915 No fairs were held in the area in 1880 and 1881 Thus 37

.

values were created for the variable Time. -~ A

, For practicat reasons it was decided to hmit the number of commumities to ten, five

Y

in each province. The selectuon process of these Communmes will be duscus,;ed later in

this chapter Ten vatues were created for the variable Location, one for each of the

S
o
.

selected communities. : \

Durmg the pilot study 140 vélt‘:es were recognized for the variable item, one for
each of the dnfferent types of arttcles as they appeared on the prtzewmnners lists. These
variables range fromyarnto a varnety of garments household textlles and decoratwe :

items. o BT .A .

3 3 Codmg Rules '.

Codmg rules Were oevelcped durmo the pnto‘ =tucy and were kept as snnple as
' poss'ble Thev were baseo on tne kncwleooe oamet_ D\' tne study of textle t.one'*taons '

need!ecraft manuals and maca’mes pu:)ucneo ourmg e penoo Tht e,:tlon descrtoes ;
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the criteria by which the c/alegorues appearing in the prizewinners’ hsts were coded
Beadwork . . ' e

Categories with the term beadwork were coded as beadwork.

. Crochet . "

Categornes with the term oroche'r were coded as crochet.

Embroidery .
Terms indicating an embrOIdery technique were’ applnoue, Berhn woolwork, )
braiding. crewel. cros stitch, cutwork, darning on net, draanork Hardanger . Hedebo
hemstitching. monogrammnng Mountmeliick, outlune work punchwork Rambier Rose
ribbonwork, smocking. and tinselwork. Categories with the term embroidery. as in “eyelet
embroidery” or "Russian embroidery’. were also coded a‘s:‘embroidery.
Hairwork ‘

| Categories with the term hairwork were coded es'h_a’lrvx‘/orkr
Homemade Flowers ‘

Categories with the term wool flowers or homemade floﬁ'/‘e'r's from fabric were
coded as hornernede flowers. ‘ :
Knitting

Categories with the term knitting were coded as.km’ttmg. In ad.dltlon, categories
witn the terms socks, stockungs =mitts ana gloves were coded as vl;nfnnng whether the
term itself appears . the category or not. except when another craft 1s mentioned such as
croc\’\et gloves ' I . L

1

Knitting with Homespun .

Categornes with terms undccatlng both kmmng and splnnmg as in "knitted socks,
homespun were coded as knlmng with homespun ‘
' Lace Makmg o S

Webster's second deflnmon for lace is "an openwork fabnc wnth a.ground of
mesh or net on whnch patterns may be worked at the same time as the ground or applled
later. and Wthh is made of thread- by loopung tw:stung or knottmg elther by hand witha

needle or bobbms or bv machmery Webster adds sum:lar fabrlc made by croch’et

-

tamng darning. embroudery weavmc or knitting’ (‘976 p 1260; This study assume ‘that

»the wrtters o7 the prize ixsts most hkeJ\ moughr of iase n webster s addmonal defmmon
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Therefor‘e, only those categories which ampiy a bobbin lace (e.gt_'Honnion) or a needle lace
(e.g.. point lace) were coded as needle and bobbin lace pozht lace. Cluny, Battenberg
duchesse, Honiton, princess lace, and Teneriffe.

’Categor"oes yvnth the term lace or lacework without any further specification were
coded as general lace- Irish lace was coded as rnnscellaneOUS, since 1t could either oe

crochet. a type of net embrondery," or real needle lace. Tatting was coded as a separate

)

' craft'

Laundry

Categornes with the term laundered ironed. or starched were coded as laundermg
Leatherwork

Categor:es with the term iéather moccasin. dressed robe. or undressed robe
were coded as leatherwork . An exception was embro;dery on leather. which was coded
as embroidery.
Mecramé

o Cetegornes coded as matrame contained the term macrame, a variation of its

spelling, or a term referring to the technique involved, e.g. "knotwork".
.Mending .

Categories with the term darning. patching. or mending were coded as mending. .
An exceptuo\n was darned net. a type of embroidery, and.coded as s,uC?t.
Netting C

Categories with the term netting were codéd as netting. An exceptnon was the

term darned netting which is a form of embrondery and® was coded as such.

R . Painting on Fabric

N

Categornes WIth the term panntlng were usually accompan:ed by a term referrmg to . -

the fabric (velvet, squ boltmg cloth) or the medium used { oal watercolour) Categornes
v with the terms spatterwork and stencmmg were coded as panntmg on fabrnc

:Qu:ltmg ST - L ' '

| ateg%nes with the term quilt were coded as qu;ltmg unl s another draft was
.'mentnonec as in knttted qunt Int thfé case the word owlt is used a2sa synonym for

bedsoread and was coded as knlttmc T e
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Rug Making

Categor:es with the terms mat. carpet or rug were coded as rugmaking. An
exception was when yardage was mentioned, as in ‘ragcarpet, 10 yards”. In this case the
catego_r)/ was coded as weaving.
Sewing

There were many terms indicating sewing. Most often they described the i—tem
made (e.g.. "ap?on" or -“nightgown". lf“these terms were no{ modified with a term indicating
anothercraft (e.g.. "embroidered biouse’) the category was coded as sewing. Categories

with the terms plain stitching, sewing. or describing details of construction such as "plain

£

hemming” or "buttonholes” were coded as sewing ' o

Spinning
Categories with terms such as “skein of homemade yarn”, or ‘homecarded. and
spun wool” were coded as spinning.

Straw weaving

1

Categor«es with the term stgaw (e.g.. "straw hat’) were coded as straw weaving.

- Tatting - ) .. -
- Categories coded as tatting contained the term tatting. -
[ ) "

-Weaving £
Cateoor:es coded as weavung contained tne term woven. warp, or yardage (except
if used to modlfy a term as in “lace trim, at least 5 yrds in whoch case, the category was
' coded as a lace). Blankets were also coded as weaving. A
Choice of Craft - | ' ‘ ' s é@

&

Categories stating a choice between crochet or:knitting, e.g.. "baby bok&ies.
‘knitted or crochet”, were cdded a'é choice of CFaft. ’ ', !
""Mnscellaneous | | - ‘
Categornes whuch could not wnth certamty be coded as any of the prevnous crafts

: ‘were coded as mnscellaneous Most of these categories named an ntem wathout any

~

%ucatoon of the craft mvolved e.g.. "lambreaquin” or charrback tidy". Other categ_orues v

_ cobtained very general terms such as ‘best fancy work'. b\? v
. T oW . ) ’ ' : -
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items

N —_ -~

Items produced by the textile crafts were recorded and coded as well. One
hundred and forty values were created for the variable Item. one for each different kind
J .
of 1tem, including one value for categories in which a specific item s not indicated (e.g.. .

"tancy crochet”). ) v
3.4 Sampling Procedure

3.4.1 Description of the Population

Correspondence with the Communities Service Branch of Alberta Agriculture and
checks of both newspapers and the records of the Department of Agriculture of the
North West Territories 1n the Provincial Archives of Alberta, resufted in a st of Alberta
communities. i which an agrn‘cunural society had been established before 1900 .

Edmonton (1879),
Calgary (1884,
Fort Macleod (1886),
Fort Saskatchewan (1894-1836).
" Red Deer (1890, )
Lethbridge (18986), : ‘ g
Wetaskiwin {1898). ' - -

Correspondence with the Saskatchewan Agricultural Societies’ Association

-

revealed that the following communities had active agricultural societies before 1900
Battieford (1884) . ‘ \
Yorkton {1884}, ) »
Moosejaw (1884).
Prince Albert (1884).
Whitewood (1884).
Grenfell (1884),
Broadview (1884),
Moosomin (1885),
Churchbridge (1885},

" Saskatoon (1886),
Carnduff (1886),
Mapie Creek {1887), -

Saltcoats (1888),
Alameda (1890)

. Fairmede (1892),
Gainsborough {1835),
Rossthern {1895). -

[ - N : A4 :
Checking these lists with other sources revealed some discrepancies. MacEwan

4 stated that Fort.Macleod hac an agricultural society hoiding.fairs since IBBE 11950, p. 31,

and 1980, pp. 62-63)."whiie according 10 tne Communities Service Branch Fort Viacleod
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established an agriculttural society in 1907. Perusal of the papers of the Agricultural
Department of the North West Territories, revealed that the Agricultural Socaety of Fort
Macleod recewed grants for prizemonies given at a far as early as 1805 (Provincial
Archives of Alberta 73.316.19a). It also revealed reéords of the Medicine Hat

) : .
Agriculturat Association from 1907 to 1914 (Provincial Archives of Alberta. 73.316.41).

A check of the fnicrofilm <;f The Medicine Hat Week/y News and T he Fort
Macleod Gazette reveeled that both Fort Macleod and Medicine Hat have had anpual
agricultural Fairs since 1886, The Medicine Hat Fair changed some time after 1915 Into a
summer rodeo.

The hist of the Saskatchewan A*grncultural Societies” Association does not list an

agricultural society of Regina. MacEwansstates that the Regina Association was established

in 1884 (1950, p. 31 and 1980, pp. 62-631. Y .

3.4.2 Selection Criteria
in order to keep the study manageable 1t was decided to limit the number of

i

selected communities to ten, five for each.province. There were three main criteria for
-the selection of these communities. ’
. Time Span '

.To obtain prizewinners: lists extending err at least 25 years. those communities
were preferred with agricultural societies establis‘rxed before 1890. Preference was given
to societneé vyhiéh are still active, as this "w’m make future studies possible, continuing the
analysis up to the present. , o Vi
II. Size » |

It was hoped to represent smaller as well as larger fairs in the sample. In the
. Modeltown Agricultural Society Prize//st'of 1913, the Depé‘r{meht of Agriculture of the
Government of Saskatchewarl\ explains that the fa}rsafe classified éccording the the
: amount df prize'-money awarded. Fairs alwééfding; more than $2,400 were cla.ssified as A "
f_airs,' those a\)varding bétween § 1,20(5 érid $2.400 were clésSified as'B fairs, v;zh“nle f\airs

awarding less tharn £ 1,200 were classified as C fairs. It was expected that the more prize

monev a society had the more extended-te orize list would be, and that societies with less

. A - e
‘0

. money wouia scaie aown the numboer of categories according to tne needs of their
. t . O ; :

’
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Table 3.1 Agricultural societies mn Alberta  established before 1900 -

Location . Period of " Type of Far
Activity ‘ 1915 17
Edmonton 1879-Present __» A
Calgary ' 1 884~Pres)i A
Medicine Hat 1886:-Present B
Macleod . ' 1885- 1950 -
Red- Deer ‘ 1890-Ptesent 8
Ft. Saskatchewan 1894-1936 -
Lethbridge . : , 1896-Present B
Wetaskiwmn ‘ ‘ 1898-Present -
Note
- = not a member of the Western Canadian Farr Association in 1815 or
- 1817 .

farming communities. A society with only a modest amount of prize money available had a
low number of categories which would take only one day to judge. Thus C farrs seldom
lasted more than one day. B fars with more categories on their prize hists. would need at
least two or three days to judge all the categerues and A fairs could last three to five days
{Saskatchewan Archives Board, Regma Pamphlet file).

As a war measwes act vn/ f915 the Government sponsored onJy fars of proven
standing. which were members of ;he Western Canadian Fair Assoc'atoon At that tlme
Edmonton, Calgary. Regina and Saskatoon were already members of the A‘ssoc:at:on as A
tairs, and Rea Dee' North Bame“orc" ano Frince A!ec" as Bfars. In 19 17 Yorkton,
Lathbridge, Wey burn Moosejaw, Swift Current, Camros’c and Meducme Hat all being B
fairs, ;ouned the Western Canada Farr Association (Wr:gh n.d.; Saskatchewan Archnves .
Board. Regma Pamphlet Box).
1il. Dispersion "@\ h

In order to make generalizations possible on textile craft practnces the
. commumtnes selected were as widely dnspersed geograph:cally as possnble (see figure:
3.1). Table 3. 1 shows alist- of agrncultural societies estbblxshed in Alberta before 1900

\
with the select:on cruterua
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3.4.3 Selection

The Edmonton, Calgary and Medicine Hat agricuttural societies fulfill the
réqunrements of being established befbre 1890 and still being active. The first two are
class A fa|rs, the latter is a B fair. Red Deer and Lethbridge although established in the

1890s. were members of the Western Canada Fair Association n 1915 or in 19 17. Fort

Macleod had an agricultural far from 1886 on, but was not a member of the Western

Canada Fair Association in 1915 nor in 1917, and there 1s ng nformation as to the type of

fair it was. Fort Saskatatchewan and Wetaskiwin were established in the 1890s, but were

not members of the Western Canada Farr Association either. Although Camrose was a

member of this associationin 1917, it was not established before 1900.
It was therefore decided to choose two farrs estabhshed in the 1880s, which
were as far apart as possible, geographically. from Edmonton, Calgary and Medicine Hat. ~

These two fairs were in Red Deer and Lethbridge. ‘

 Sifice the choice in SasRatchyvan 15 much greater, it was decided to choose |

communities'wjth matching classification of the selectéd Alberta‘fanrs The A farrs were

~

Reguna and Saskatoon The three B fairs were selected from the soc:etles established in
the 18805, and geographtcally as f.ar}apart from Regina and Saskatoon as possmle. The

three Saskatchewan B féurs were Prince Albert the B'attl‘efords. and Yorktén.

3.5 Procedure
Da;a‘yvere collected from the 'followingv_néws,'papers"

The Alberta Advocate (Red Deer),
The Albertan (Calgary),
The Battieford Telegraph.. - :
The Calgary Herald, : : o .
Calgary News Telegram. R B
The Calgary Tribune,
The Edmonton Bulletin,
‘The Edmionton Journal,
- The Innisfail Freelance, .
The Lethbridge Herald,
~.The Lethbridge News,
The Red Deer Advocate,
The Medicine Hat: Daily, o
The Medicine Hat Weekly News,
‘The North Battieford Advertiser.
The Prince Albert Advocate:
The Prince Albert Times,
The Regine Leader .
. ' The Saskatoon Phoenix;
- The Saskatcbewan Heraid (Battiefordi, -

C .



The Yorkton Enterprise. ' )
The holdings of the libraries of the University of Alberta and the Provincial
Archives of Alberta contain a cornplete set of mcrofilms of Alberta newspapers. T.he
University of Alberta also has an extensive microfilm collection of Saskatchewan
newspapers. espectally of those dating before 1300. Microfilms of.the smaller
Saskatchewan newspapers. such as T he Yorktdn Enterprise and The Batr/eford Telegraph

are in the holdings of the Saskatchewan Archives Board. which has a complete set of

’

microfilms of Saskatchewan newspapers. -

A worksheet was developed’to collect the following data from the prize iists
2

identification number of each case. -

location. . )

year, f

class in which the case is found,

category. °

names and residerces. of prizewinners, )

names of the judges. '

source of the data (i.e., the newspaper)

J -

in addition there was space to enter the codes for Iocatron year, craft and the artrcte of
/each category (see-appendix A). Only the following data were entered ina computer data
base for statistical analysis: -
the identification number of each case,
location code,
- year code,

textile craft code.

the artrcle code.
t

All data were transferred from the worksheets to Optncal Markrng Recording (OMR) *
sheets This enabled- the researcher to scan the data for possuble mistakes. and eénsured

that only clean data were used for the statrstocal analysis. '

3.6 Analysis of the Data
Smce the type of measurement of the varlables T:me Craft and Locatnon was '’
nommal and since the pilot study revealed that the frequency dlstnbutuons of the values .
+ Craft over anne and L.ocatlon were multr—modal, the statrstlcal analysis o( change in the
' crafts over time was confined to desc'lptlve statistics oniy. Frequency distributions and
cross-t abulatnons of crafte over Tnme bv Location were used'to identify changes in the

number of catégones of each craft
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Since the number of values for each of the variables was large (24 for the Craft.

37 for the Time. and ten for the Location). the statistical analysis of marked dif ferences

among tocaliies was confined to comparison of the number of craft categories of each

~

location. Convéfsron of frequency distributions into percentages standard{zed the results,

making corrLTpa‘/usons of smaller B fairs with the larger A fairs possible.



4. Findings: The Selected Communities
N Introduction \ < '

This chapter deals with the findings of the textie craft“’categornes on the
prizewmnners’ ists of each of the selected communities from 1879 to 1915, The analys:s
of each community s presented separately, preceded by a short discussion of the hrstory

of the community anti the rel.atnonshl\p to its agricultural fatr.

. 4.1 General Remarks
The selected ten commumities represent most aspects of. the hustory of agrarian
~and urban settlement on the prarries. The first European newcomers were the fur traders.
Thus aspectis represerﬂed by Edmonton, which was estabhshed in 1795 by the Hudson s
Bay Company as a supply depot. The next newcomers were the missionaries. The Oblate
Fathers and the Grey Nuns established a mission close to Edmonton in the 1860s. the
Presbyterians founded a mission at Prince Albert in 1866. Pr‘o‘é’pectors and miners looking
for gold came durmg the 1860s. One of them found a coal deposn and started a mine at .
what 1s now Lethbrldge Agrucultural settlers gradually formed small communities in the
; tree covered parklands along the trails supplementmg the river transportatlon system.
Prmee Albert. Battlieford and Edmonton were such communities. The southern mixed "
grassilands attracted ranchersat-Medmme Hat. Red Deer and Caigary in tne late 1;9705 and
early 18805.,S|nceindlwdual settlement was very slow in filing up the prairies. the |
Government of Canada permitted severa! land companies t0 colonize la_rge tracts of what
is now Saskatchewan (Morton an'éj Martin, 1838, p. 54). Saskatoon was formed by
Temperance Colony settlers, and Yorkton by the York Farmers Colony from Toronto.

‘ Patterns of trénsportation Were a vital aspect of the development of communities.
Situated along the Saskatchewan River the main artery of ‘the North West Territories.
Prince Albert Battleford and Edmonton were the most |mpor ant communmes before the’

|
constructlon of the rallways (Morton, 1938 p. 50). Instead of connectmg these .
well- estabnshed towns, the rallroao was constructec along 2 more southerly route to

Reglna Medlcme Hat. and Calgary. Thése communutles rcse immeaiately into prommenﬂe !

becal.se cf ’h,.e r~‘1ar\gec oatterns of t'ansoortatlon o treight and mcomlng settle'C ’

s
- A s -~

[©)
w
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The three older and by‘-passeé@id‘mmunmes were hnked with aratlroad network
years later. The construction stopped short on the southern bank of the North
Saskatchewan River and created Strathcona across from Edmonton and bypassed

Battleford on the north bank of the sarné river
The efforts of the\Government of Canada to attract immmugrants started to show
results at the turn of the century. Settlers came not only from Eastern Canada_ the United
States and Great Britan, but from Western and later Eastern Europe. The earlier pnonégrs
profited by selling these newcomers food. farm equipment. livestock and land. While a

number of the earher settiers were thus abie to stop farming and to start hving an urban

muddle class hfe style. many worried about the y/mpact the Eastern European immigrants

It
\
iy

would haye}on the future society on the prarries (Palnﬁéf,\JQBé pp. 28-28 1971 p. 3/\}
and p. 12). _ N

. . In 1905 measures were taken to slow down immugration. but thé results were not
. seentil late 1814 Britnell, 1939, p. 36, Gray. 1979 p..l 19). 'fhrs sharp decrease in
immuigration was felt as a depression in the Boboming real-‘estate. However. high prices for
) wheat (Murchie et 4i.. 1936, p. 18), and the tendency from the twrn of’the century on to
/‘\ enlarge tf:;féftﬁs from the basic 160 acres g‘jrénted‘by the go‘vernmenf up to 400 acres

Britnell. 1939, p: 39, Gray, 1979,,6. 69 kept the prairie communities pro;pe,rous till the

end of the World Warn| . :

. \4\)4.2 Edmonton
Edmonton was the first cofnmun&y to hold. af,» ?gricultural fair on the'préurues of

Saskatchevvan and Alberta. Tr;us was in 1879 At that ti"me Edmontonwas httle more than a

T
vHudsons\B?y Company supply post with a few retured trappers servants, and miners
(Ock!ey 1931. p. 22). A North' West Mounted Police post and a mlssnonary school were -
close by. but at Edmonton there were no more than 150 people (MacGregor 1972 p.
181 Since Edmonton was 3 Supply post for the fur trade in the North, the Hud,son s Bay
Company had an xntere'sf’in lloc':ally Q'r“own grain and végetables. in the iate 18765 the‘
Company became mteresrgd in locally grown livestock when the bu‘ alo herds had

‘dwindled (Ma Ewan- 1980 p. oZ:Jnuc it was not without business mterest tha Richard.

Hard:éty of.the Hudsor s Bay ngnpany oiferen tne use of tne ground‘s cf the Fo’t for the -

- . . "/l ’ Lo
, . .
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livestock exhibits and two rooms of the great hall, one for the vegetable and grain exhibits
« and the other for the domestic manufactures and ladies ‘woxjk.

Thus first fair was a great success {The Saskatchewan Heral/d. Nov., 17 1879 1t
was a disappointment that the second fair was not held the next year (The Saskatchewan
Herald Nov 8. 1880. McCrum, 1978, p. 51). Ttus failure was apparently due to a
misunder standing among the organizers. fhe editor of The Saskatchewan Herald
suggested that most of the farmers around Edmonton prvgb_ably took advantage of the fine
‘ harvest weather( 7 he Saskazchewan He/a/d, ibid.). The Edmonton Agruéultural Society also
had other troubles. because) failed to procure the seed grain it had promised to buy the
year before {The Edmonton Bulletin, Sept. 30, 18‘8&) .

In 1882, the second fair was held, the first of a sernies of annual fairs

PR

uninterrupted tll 1896 During these years Edmonton had grown froma Hudson s Bay
° : ‘ : . .
Company supply post to'a town, incorporated in 1892, with mare than 700 residents

iMacGregor, 1981; p. 153) From 1891 on. a branch line operated by the Canadian Pac;fnc

.’«A:;r
¥ ‘EdmontOn to the transcontinental raiiroad. Thns lifeline, however.

Railway Compagy R
reached only to thezs’c;uthern bank of the North Saskatchewan River. To the indignant
astornishment of the people of Edmonton, the Canadian Pacific RailwayvCo. was not
prepared to extend the track over the rfiver. Immediately anothér town. Strathcona grew
up around thid “end of the steel . For the next t‘wenty vears Eémonton ar{d Strathcone
enjoyed a rivalry that ncluded from 1894 6n, thel.r agricultural societies. These annual
fairs competed actually for very few years, since the Edmonton Agricultural Soanety
became dormant after 1895, while- the Strathcona fan; flourished till 19‘12.
In 1801 the Edmonton Exhibition Association was formed, which héld another Iong
_ series of farrs. It was reorganized again in 19&8 and brought nnnovatuons such.as wmter
fairs, horse shows, bull sales, and pari- mutuel machines (MacEwan 1850.p. 7 1) but
from 1908 till 19 12 there were no classes of domestnc manu‘facture and ladles work on‘, .
'thé;@rize lists. Thusuwas remedied in 191 2 when the Edmomoh and the Strathcona.
"asso\.latuons amalgamated (MacEwan. 1850, p. 71) ‘Women's Work' wa_s"featured again.

\

kuth more than a hundred ¢ategories.

Meanwhxle Edmomon had exoandedjreatly The boouiat:on had increased troma

trath\,om-. 10 rnore than 36, 50u resrdems in

-

Iittie over ;4. OOO people mn 1900 mclucmg

v
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1914. Enjoying the r_ea] estate boom that affected the whole North West Termor‘nes at
that time, "half the offucee on Jasper Avenue appeared'to be for the sale of reat estate
"Servant girls were putting their savings into a buillding ot which they expected to sellin 3
year or-two for double or treble what they gave for 1t ‘(Sykes 1912, p. 86) In 1914
however, the boom was over. The resulting economic depr\esslon and unemployment was

hardly relieved by the outbreak of the First World War. p

t
E]

Examination of the prizewinners’ hists of the fairs reveal that between 1879 and
1915. 1011 first pruzes were awardid for texme crafts Of these. 855 {85%) indicated a
specmc textile craft. ‘

As table 4 1 ;ndlcates embro:dery accounts for about 30%-of all categornes In the
Edmonton far. Before 1895 the number of emhroldery categories ranged between two
ahd seven. From 1801 on, the number of categone\emcreased from seven in 1902 to 38
ln]913 ar1d49|n1915 ‘ o .

U
Knm:ng comprased\abom 15% of all craft categornes Thrs percentage includes the
% for categories featur«ng kmmng with homespun yarn. Before 1895 there were four ta
seven categories annually for kritting. but from 1801 to 1908 fewer first pr:zes were
awarded for it”only one to three annuall_y_ and none in 1906. From'1912 on, mnterestin
kniti:ng‘ apparently revived. In 1915 the category "knmm‘g for the Red Cross” had 52
entries. some from as far as Vermilion -

Knitting with homespun yarn was featured on'y between 1886 and 1895 Durmg (
th;s time the ahnual number of knitted homespun categornes fluctuated from two to ftve
From 1902 till 1905, and from 19121 1915 there were twelve (. 1% first prizes -
awarded for*categorles stating a choice between crochet and knitting.

' Crochet comprised about 8% of all textile craft categoraes Before 1895 there:
were two to three categornes in crochet annually Between 1901 and 1907 the number of
' categories'increased gradually From 1912 on Up to eleven furst prizes awarded for - ;

.~cro¢het-'-__ ' "'/' ,,/ :
A ' Sew;r}g comprised about 7 of all. winning categories. Betfori 889 the'e was only .

: 'one firs p{xﬁe for sew:ng (1878!. From 1889 to 1895 seﬁgﬂ:ategorues ranged from

~‘none.to three per vear. From 1801 on. therg'was a s?’ru’n. increase. An excepttor\ was 1912,

N

when there were ten sewmo categorces

N L [

‘/
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Lace making accounted for more than 5% of all categorves in Edmonton: This
includes the more than 2.5% for needle and bobbin- Iac@d 2.5% for lace in general.
Before 1893 there was only one genera! lace category. ﬁer year. exceptin 1883 and
1891. Between 1895 and 1802 there were no lace categories. The number of lace
making categories increased stowly. between 1903 and 1807. This increase accelerated
after the textile categories were renstated at the Edmonton fair.

Almost 5% of all textile categories were for ouilting:'j There was usually at~least one
quiltmg-category at each fair in Edmonton. Peak years were 1804, 1905, 1914, and 1915
when as fmany as five first prizes were won for- quilts.

Rug making accounted for about 3% of all categories. There were t;sualty one to
two rugmaking categories per year throughout the period under'study.q

Edmonton was one of the eight communities featur:ng mending. Mendmg ‘
categorie mprised IeSs than 2.5% of all Edmonton categories. Before 1886 mendmg
was no/ijreti From 1886 to 1895 and from 1903 to 1907 there was usually one
mending category on the winners’ list, 1904 was .a peak year with four mendrng
categories. From 1912 on the number of categories fluctuated between one in 1913 -and
fivein 1915. 0 '

Edmonton was one of the seven communities featuring beadwork. it accounted for
fittle more than 1.5% of all categones‘. There was often one beadwork category each year.
.~ except between 1883 and 1885. in 189 1 and 1895- From 1900 on, beadwdrk was -
featured only from 1903 tilt 1906 and in 1914, when there were three categories.

N Pamtmg accounted for less than 1.5% of all categones It was featured
0ccaS|onally, in 1887 and ,1888‘, from 1892 till 1894, from 1903 tlll 1907,,and n 1914
and1915 o B | o ' '

Spmnmg alone af:ounted for iess than 1% of aII categorues but kmtted homespun |
. 'accounts for 3% of all categorles in Edmonton Homespun yarn and knitted homespun '
e socks and stocklngs were reguiarly featured between 1886 and 1895. N
Tattxng accounted for Iess than 1% of all categones One category was featured rn'
y 1887 1888 from-1903 il 1906, and in 1915 Nettmo acCounted for Iess than 1% 7. 0f all

"‘categortea One cateoory was featured every vear from 1903 tlH 1914 R 'Y



39

Weaving accounted for less than .5% of all categories in Edmonton. It was

featured only in 1886. 1894.and 1914,

" . . 9 .
Edmonton was one of the tw> communities that featured harrwork. This craft

‘accounted for Jess than* 5% of all categories in Edmonton. First prizes for harrwork were

" awarded only in 1882, 1893, 4nd 1894,
Homemade flowers were featured only in four communities. It comprised fess than
.5% of all categories in Edmonton First prizes for home made flowers of cloth or yarn

.\were awarded only in 1879 1892 and 1915.
Leatherwork accounted for {ess than 2.5% of all categories in Edmonton. It was

featured n 1882, from 1888 t‘lll 1894,:% 1804, 1907, and 1914,
| Laundry work. macramé and straw we'avmg were not featured n Edmonton. More

1

than 14% {or \146l of all 1011 categories did no‘t indicate a specific textile craft.
4.3 Calgary 7 Tl
Calgary had a modest but diverse beginnir 3. Several mnssnonarles traders and ‘

r!nchers already lived in the area when the North West Mounted Police buult afort there in

]
/

1875. When the first train arrived ln 1882, Calgary was a newly proclaimed town with
about 100 restdents even though lt was Ilttle more than “a row of tents on the bank of the
: Elbow accordlng to T. B ‘Bradon, editor of Tae Calgary Herald (MacGregor, 1972, p.
. 136). The railroad made Calgary prosperous. and six years later it had 3.900 res:dents

tpic. p.- 148 o
;

Y The agrlcultural socnety formed in 1884 organized annual fairs from 1886 to
‘1895 In 1889 it purchased its'own falr grounds However the mortgage on the newly
. bought grounds was foreclosed a few years later and the association was unable to
‘organlze a falr from- 1895 to 1900 (Calgary Industrlal ExhlbstlgnwAssomatlon 1921,
Glenbow Alberta Archlves Bk C15 lb 35). The Socnety was reorganlzed in 1800, and
l_started another long senes of fall’S the next year The hlghllghts were the 190& Dommlon '
,_'Falr and the 1912 Stampede ' ‘ o ’ -
‘ Calgary contlnued to grow keepmg pace w:th Edmonton or sometlmes oufpac:ng
it. In 1903 it was consxdered the prmcxpal busmess town of the No'th West lerrlIO'IGS

'lPress r*uohsnmg Co 1803.p- 51) The dlscovery of onlatTurner talney in 1914

P

R RS



rendered Calgary mvulnerable to the depression which most cities on the prairies suffered
that yearI#stead 1t grew even more and had a poputation of 72 000 residents by 19i6.
Examination of the newspaper reports of the Calgary far. reveal that there 48 NO
information available forthe years 1893 1894 1905 and 1913. The pruzewmners lists of
1893 and 1905 did not include the Iadues‘work and domestic rhanufacture classes, In
which most of the textile crafts are found. In 1913 only a partial list of prizewinners in the
Ladies Work class was publi‘_sh‘ed.\Thve newspaper tssue featuring the 1894 prizewnners’
list was no‘t microfilmed. Despite these lacunae 1 156 categories were tabulated. Of thes'
1031, or 89%, contained indications of a epecifnc textie craft.
As table 4.2 indicates. embroidery accounted for about 32% of all categories of
the Calgary fairs tll 1915. From 1886 tn'll 1892 embrorc:!ery categories fluctuated between .
four in 1887 and fourtee¢ n 1858. From 1900 nll 1907 the number of categories
fluctuated between three in 1960 and 1903, to eleven in 1904 . From 1908 or~the
number of categories increaged enormously (48'in 1908). ’
Knitting comprised almost 12% of all Calgary categories. From 1886 to 1892 the
number of Rncttnng categories ranged ,from five to seven .except in 1888 when there
were ten knitting categorles:' Between 1900 to 1907 the number of categories decreased:
shightly. but from 1908 oh,‘ kmftmg categories increased again ranging from mne'( 1915) to
fourteen (1910,. From 1908 on. two to seven first pnzes were awarded annually for
categories stating a chom:e between crochet and knlttmg Thurty first prizes {or almost 3%).
were awafded for categories statmg such a ch0|ce
There was one report of a commermai knitting exhnblt at the Calgary fair in 1890
The Calgary Tribune. ment:oned the work of a Mrs Lenshman and her kmttmg machine
'among the commercial exhrbns of the falr (October 15, 1890). |
Sewmg acc0unted for almost 1 1% of all categorles Between 1886 and 1892
sev;cxn;; categorres ranged from oné to’ three From 1901 to 1906 sewing. categornes
' mcreased shgﬁtly 1902)vas a peak year W|th seven first pnzes for _sewing. From 1908
or sewurg,Categornes ihcreased to range from twelve '1908) to seventeen (1914). -
Croehet ‘ac\cpumed ror.al_mosg 9% ¢f all categornes. Between 1886 and 1891 the :

3

~ number of categories £6r crocher increased from one n 1886 to five n 1891, with 3

. 0rop 1o twg cetegories in 1892, Between 1800 and 1307 tnere were only four first
‘ v [ .. - . . ) .~

C
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prizes awarded for crochet. From 1908 on, the number of crachet categor»es in Calgary
increased to range from six (1911) to fourteen (18 14).

Lace making comprnsed more than 8% of all categornes- almost 6% needle and
bobbin laces. and more than 2% general laces. Before 1900 there were no general lace
categories. From 1886 to 1892 needle and bobbin lace categories ranged from one to
two per year. Between 1801 till 1903 lace making categories increased shightly. From
1904 tit 19 1.5 the total number of Iace"makin"g categories fluctuated between four n .
‘191 1 and nine in ]914. 1900 was an exceptional year when trmere were twelve first
prizes éwarde‘d for lace maﬁfhg.

A répdrt in T he Ca/’g;ry Tribune. July 18393 stated that alyoung lady. unmamed. was
planning to give lace making-classes that fall, and that several women were seriousty
mterested in taking up the craft. It also noted that there was a craze in Calgary for the
heavier homemade laces sucﬁ as Teneriffe and Cluny. as well as Irish Crochet. The
increased number o’r -Iace categories from 1904 on may refiect the influence of the
classes referfed to in this report. |

'~Ouilting accounted for shghﬂy more fhan 4% of all categorties. From 1886 to 1892
categories ranged between one and three From 1800 to 1907 they rangeﬂbetween one
and two. and from 1908 on they increased shghtly to range from two to four.

Rug making comprised more than 2% of all catego‘rnes at Caigary. One first prize
for rug makrng lwas awarded every year from 1886to 190 1. No prizes were awarded
between 1902 and 1905. Frdm 3906 on, the ‘nurnber of categories ranged from one to
three. ‘ . “ | ‘ |

Mending accounted for less than 2% in Calgar-y.‘Before 19‘()8' first prizes for
mending were only occasionally awarded; in 1886, 1887, 1901, and 1904. From 1908
on, mending was featured at eVery fair, ranging frdm. one eategory in 1908, to four in
1915. - | - . N

Pamtmg comprxsed less than 2% of all categorles It was featured betweeh 1887l

v‘and 1892 ranging from two to four categories annually In 1909 tnree fxrst prizes were
awarded far pamtmg oh fabrlcs

No prizes were awarded for spmnmg althoucm 7ne \,a/garv Tr/oune n 1889

contnouted $ |O for the best yarn from Atberta VIOO: ma'\ufacturod For 'ne exhlbmon that

o
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year {September 19, 1889). ‘
A Calgary was also one of the few communities that awarded prizes for weaving for
a number of years (1908 to 1912), accounting for slightly more than 1% of all categories.
It was featured between 1908 and 1912. The number of first prizes ranged from one
{1909) to four (1308). Several exhibits of commercial weavers were described in the
Calgary papers. One of them was the Fish Cregk Woollen Mill (1893). There were also
commercial rag carpet weavers in Calgary as suggested by the ad from W.0O. Cossar in
T he Edmanton Bulletin (August 10, 1894). " ‘- t
Nettmg accounted for slightly less than 1% of all categones A fist prize was
awarded in 1886 From 1904 till 1914 one first prize for netting was awarded regularly.
Tattnng comprised about .5% of all categories n Calgary. It was regularly featured
from 1904 on., ' |
: _MacrameWHs only teatured at six fairs. In Calgary it accounted ~f.or Iess than .5% of
all categories. being featured onty in 1887, 1888 and 1915. ‘
-Calgary was one of the eeven fairs featuring beadwork. It comprised less than 5%
of all categories, bemg featured orﬂy in 1886 and 1905. |
| Calgary was one of the four communities featuring homemade flowers of cloth or
yarn. It accounted for less than 5% bemg featured only in 1906 and 1907
Straw weavmg was only featured at three fars. In Calgary it accounted for only
1% of all categones because it was featured only in 1908
There were no ‘Iaundry, leatherwork or knitted homespun categories in Calgary.
Twelve pereent or 144 of all categories could not be coded as belonging to any craft.
- 4.4 Lethbrndge
When Nrck Sheran a prospector, started a coal mine in 1872 he named the area
Coalbanks In 1879 E. T Galt then assustant to the Indnan Commnssuoner Edgar Dewdney
noticed the potennal of the outcroppmgs -of coal and was able to mterest hrs father Sir -
| A.T. Galt and a few nch Enghshmen to invest m.the formanon of a second coal mine. the :
North West Coal and Navxgatlon Company Thls mine prospered and gradually a town was '

‘ formed and several farmers and ranchers settled in the area. The communlty rose to

» prommence in the 18805 when the ranlroad was buul ln 1883 Coatoanks was renamed



Lethbridge after the president and one of the earlier shareholders of the North-West Coal
and Navigation Co. Since coal was needed in Iarge quantities as fuel for tracl?'ts and later'for |
domestic heatmg Lethbrndge was linked by a narfow gauge railroad to the transcontinental
tine of the Canadian Pac:flc Railroad. when 1t was constructed through Alberta. This
connection was renovated twice, once in 1890 and later in 1897.

Another source of prosperity was the settlers from the the United States. who
ctame to the area in the late 1880s. These farmers were not only well subphed with cash
and farm equipment but were also experienced dryfarmers (Ma?:Gregorl,' 1972, p. 1.98).

Althoug-h Lethbridge was late in forming an agricultural society, 1t had no trouble in
holding an-unint'errupted'sernes of annual fairs from 1897 to 1914, There was nc fair held
in 1915, Despite this gap. 563 categories were‘tabulated, of which 78% indicated a

specmc textile craft. ,.

As rndncated by table 4. 3 embroydery accounted for 27% of all categories at the
Lethbridge fairs. From 1897 till 1908 the annual number of categories for_er_nbroidery
ranged from one (1897) to seven'(tQOB) Between 1909 and 1914 this number increased
to range between e1even and sixteen. 1912 was a peak year with 38 categories,
contrastung with the next year when there were only five embroidery categories.

Crochet comprused less than 11% of all categories. From 1897 till 1905 there
-were one to two first prizes per year. From 1906 till 1810 the number of first prizes for
g crochet increased somewhat This increase accelerated between 1911 and 1915 when
the annual number of categor»es ranged from five {1912) 10 snxteen (1915). Four furst
prizes w\ere awarded an 1912 for categories statmg a choice between knitting and
crochet. | , ’ _ . : .
. . L 8 ’ !

Sewmg accounted for shghtly more than 9% of all categor:es Between 1897 and -
1905 one to three ftrst pnzes were: awarded in some years none in others (1901 1903
1904). From 1906 till 1915 the annua‘l number of sewung categorles fluctuated from two.‘ E
ngasnos.xnsog 1912and 113, T S |

Kmttmg accounted for 8.5% of all categor:es Between 1897 a'\d 1904 ‘the annual

' number of cateaorues decreased from four (1897) to one (1904) Between 1906 and

191 1 thns number ranged between two and three Iy 191 2 tnere were twetve knmmg

categoraes while only f0ur in 1913 uﬂd none in 19 1-1 As sta”e;i before in 1912 there
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were four eategories which stated a chojce between crochet and knitting.

Lace making comprised more than 6% of all categories in Lethbridge almost 6%
needle and bobbin laces and less than 1% general lace making. The annual number of needle
and bobbin laces ranged from one in 1901, to four ’m 1913. There were only four first

prizes awarded for tace making in general, ane in 1805. and one from 1‘91 Tl 1913,

Quilting comprised almost 6% of all categoroes ranging from one to two annual
frrst prizes between 1897 and 1908, to three to four first prnzes between 1908 and
1913. Rpglmakmg accounted for 2% Qf all categdrnes. No prnzes were awarded prior to
1904. From 1904 till 1911 there._ was only.one annual prr‘ze for thus craft. In 1912 there .
were three first prnzes,. Rug making was not featured in 19'14 and 1845,

Lethbridge was one of the enght communmes feamrung mendmg accounting for
Iess than 2% of all categories: It was not featured prior to 1905. From 1805 ull 19 12
there was only one annual first prize. in 1913 there were two.

Palntlng comprised almost 2% of all categorves One to two f:rst prizes were
awarded between 1905 and 1909, and one in 191 1.

Netting accounted for shghtly less than 1% of all categories. A first praze for thrs
Craft was occasnonally awarded between 1899 and 19 13.

- Lethbridge was one of the se\/én.commu_mnes featuring beadwork. accountmg‘ for °
less than 1% of all categories. Firet prizes for this craft were awarded occasionally (1897
1898, 1900 and 19141 . | A

Lethbridge was one of the three communities (and the only Alberta community)

‘ featurmg faundry, accountmg for tess tnan 1% of all categor:es First prizes’ for this craft

were awarded oniy in 1900 1901 1906”, and 1908. Macrame-was featured only once in

Lethbr:dge (191 3)
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4.5 Medicine Hat
Medicine Hat had its beginning when several ranchers settied in the area around

1880. The community became important when the railroad made it a junction for
transportation and freight to the north, and coal from Lethbridge to the oe‘outh Although
ranching was the main agricultural venture before the arrival of the railroad in 1885, *
iIncoming settlers dminished the scopg of range land. This was especially so after the turn
of the century, when homesteaders could fence off their land with barbedwwire‘ In 1912
the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. dug canals in the area. creating irrigation districts for
intensive farming.

In 1887 the Agricultural Society of Medicine Hat held, its first far. in 1898 the
committee for the ladies’ work class extended the_ prize hst, and for the next two years
more prize money was awarded for entries in the tadnes" work class than for the livestock

-classes which s very unusual¥%t a Western Canadian fair (Glenbow-Alberta Arohnves, BRA,
278). Although a B fair. Medicine Hat had as many textile textile craft categon;s as each of
: three of the A fairs in this survey. The Medicine Hat Times was the onl;r newspaper in this
survey, which commented on the small ameunts of money awarded to textile crafts, and
suggested twice that the amounts be increased (Oct. 3, 1895 Oct. 15, 1903).
Th:s.analysns does not :nclude the years 1888 1895, 191 1, and '19!2 because the
prizewinners lhists for textule crafts of these years were not pubhshed There was no far
held in 1915, Despnte these lacunae, 1054 categornes were tabulated in this survey, of
" which slightly more than 80% \ndicated a specufrc textile craft.

- As shown on table 4 4, embro;dery accounted for more than 31 % of all
categorles At the first fanr there was only one embrondery category. From 1889 on, ‘3
however _the annual number of categones fluctuated between eight {1903) and f:fteen i
(1897 and 1898) Peak years were 1899 {22 categornes) 1907 and 1908 {resp. 20 and
21 categones) 181333 categones) and 1914 (18 categones)

Sewmg accounted for more than 118 of alf categorles From 1887 till 1897 the

_' annua! number for this craft ranged between’ one and fwe Between 1898 and 1906 the

annual number lncreased to range between fuve and nme From 1907 till 1915 sewmg

~ categories fluctuated between two (1909 and 1910) and erght (1913‘
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Knitting comprised Ies:s than 9% of all categories. From 1887 ull 1903, the annual

number of categories ranged between two and five. 1912 was a peak year with six

~ip

categortes. In 1908 and 1909 there was only ene knitting category on the winners ists
andnone in 1810.1n 1913 and 1914 there were respéct'vely nine and seven knitting
categories. T he Medicine Hat News described an exhibit of a'Mrs, T.W. Snowdon in
1894, commentrné that the hosiery. petticoats and socks were good advertising for her
business (October 11, 1894). This suggests knitting as a cor".rumer-ctal enterprise.

Lace making accounted for almost 8%¥Qf all categorces, almost 5% for needle and
bobbin lace and 3% for general lace categornes“. General lace making categories were
featured from 1896 on. fluctuating between one (1896) and three (1914). Nee@ie and
bobbin lace categories were featured regularly from 1890 on. ranging from one to four
per year. .

Crochet comprised less than 8% of all categories. The annual number of categories
' ranged generally rrom two (1897) to four. Peak years were 1899 (seven first 'pri\zes).
1913, and 1914 (six first prizes). Thus contrasts with 1909 and 1910 when there was
only one furst prsze awarded for crochet

Quilting comprlsed almost 6% of all_ categories. There were three to four quilt
categories annually before 1800, and two to three after 1900. An exception s 1913
when there wer.e four quilt categories. ' |

Rug making accounted for almost 2% of all categornes From 1887 tnll 1906 there
were usually one or two first prizes. From 1907 on., there were-no rug makmg categories
featured on the winners lists. o

Tattnng accounted for almost 1.5% of all categorles Between 18;33 and 19 13
there was usually one first pnze ‘awarded for th«s craft . ‘

Medicine Hat was ane of the eight communmes whuch featured mendung
. comprusmg less than 1.5% of aﬂ categones From 1838 on, a first pruze was awarded at
almost every fanr held till 1915

Nettmg accounted for shghtly more than 1 % of all categories. One or two. furst
prlzes were awarded every vear between 1898 and 1908 *and in 1914

Medlcme Hat was one o‘ the seven communmes 10 feature beadwork This craft

accounted for less than 1% of all categorues Beadworr\ was featurec In 1887, 18‘89 and .



o ﬁ“&" were vae embrordery cateaoroes on the winners' lists. From 1907 on, the annual numb/er
» EL
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from 1902 ull 1806
" Medicine Hat was one of the six communities featuring macramé which accounted
for iess than 1% of all categories. A first prize for this craft was awardzad regularly:
petween 1889.and 1900. Painting accounted for .5% of all categories. berng featured
only between 1883 and 18394
The Meoncme hlat agricultural fairs featured leatherwork only orf® (1905) but ord‘
not feature hairwork, homemade flowers of cloth or yarn, spinning. or knitted homespun.

weaving. laundry or straw weaving. About 20% (or 207) of all categories did not indicate a

spectfic textile craft.

4.6 Red Deer

Red Deer had its origin in a handful of settlers at the crossing of the Red Deer
River on the Edmonton-Calgary trail. It began to grow in 1880 when the railroad branch
ine from Calgary to Edmonton was built. Groups of settlers took advantage of the
transportation opportuniti€s. and the town steadily grew from 323 people in 1901 to
more than 2 100 residents in 1915, ' _ . ,

Red Deer held its frret agricultural fair in 1892, but a local newspaper was lacking
for the next twelve years. Prizewinners’ fists of the Red Deer far were published only of
the secretary of the society wrote out the fong hst and sent it to the edjtor of an
out of-town paper-covering Red Deer. and if the edntor saw fit to print the hst Thrs

happened only in. 1892 and 1894, when the list was publrshed n.7 he Ca/gafy Hera/d In .

.1804 Red Deer acqunred its own newspaper Wwhich faitafully reported the prizewinners

each year since.

Examination of the newspaper reports on the Red Deer fair revealed that no farrs
A

were held’ m 19 1 O and 191 1. DeSpute thesg lacunae 451 cateQOrres were tabulated.

Slightly more than 60% (or 272) of these categories’ rndlcated a specxfnc textrle craft.
As mdxcated by table 4.E. embroidery comprised less than 22% off all categories

There was one first prize for it in 18°2 and three n 1894 Be'ween 1804 and 1906 there‘

o‘ embroidery categories nn"reased to range from nine l19091 (o} thurreen (1913* .
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Knitting comprised about 10% of all categor:es. One first prize ';Nas awarded in
1892 and four n 1894, From ?904 tlt 1915 the number of knitng categones fluctuated
between one l1907l and seven {1805). | o

Crochet acc0unted for more than 5% of all categories. Only one first prize was
awarded in 1892 and 1894. From 1905 on the annual number of categornes for this craft
ranged from one(1905) t6 four (1913 and 19 14), From 1304 til 1913 one to three furst
pnzes were awarded annually for categorles statmg a cho:ce between kmttmg and
crochet. This type of categories accounted for 3.3% of all categornes

. , Needle and bobbin lace accounted for shghtly/more than 5% of all categones From
1902 tilt 1906 only one > first prize was awarded for lace maklng each year. From 1907
.on. the annual number of categories for thls craft ranged from two in 1912 and 1915 to
four in 1913. No general lace making categorneswvere tabulated for Red Deer.

Quilting accounted for almost 4 5/0 of all ca\tegones Oné or two first prizes for
qulting were awarded every year. with the exceptlon of 1908 when three first prizes
were awarded. . ‘

Rug m-aklng accounted 'for almost 4.5% of alt categorles Before 1908 only one or
two flrst prizes were awarded annually for thls craft From 1908 on. the number of -
categories mcreased sllghtly to range from one to.three. _

| _Red ljeer was one of the five communties featuring spinning which accounted for - .
almost 2% of all categoraes One flrst prlze for spnnnmg was awarded regularly from 1894 )

“to 1914

r

‘Netting comprised slightly more than 1.5% of all categorles .There were no nettlng
| _tategor:es bef~ore 1907. From 1907 on, one first prize was awardéd annually for nettnng

| Tattmg acc0unted for 1. 5%~of all categorres One flrst pruze was awarded regularly -
from 1907to w154 ERE R

Sewmg compnsed only shghtly more than 1% of ali categorles Two flrst prxzes

were awarded one in 1907 and one in 1915, 4 o f |
| Weavmg and pamt:ng on fabric comprlsed each 2% of all categorles One f:rst |
prlze was awarded for pamtmg in 1894 and one for weawng un 18 14 e

_-‘.‘ Beadwork halrwork home made flowers of fabrrc and yarn macrame mendmg

1aundry Ieatne'work straw weavmg or Kmtteo homespun were not teatured -at the Red *
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Deer far. About 40% or 179 of all categories did not indicate a specific fextile craft.

4.7 Regvina ‘ ,

The stte on whnch Regina v;/as built \;\)as an old buffalo hunting camp, called Pile of
Bones. Jt.had few rnducements for the prospectlve settler In contrast to the nearby
Ou appeue valley this site had poor soil, no tree cover, and only a small creek (Hill, 1973,
pp. 173-174). However, since it was decided that a major railway stop would be
'constructed there. a few settlers tried their luck. When the first train arrived in the
' summer of 1882, the place was renamed Regina, in honor of Queen, Vrctoraa A year later
it became a town. and the new capital of 4he North West Territories.

Farmers and townspeople formed an agrlcu!tural SOCtety in 1884 and held a fair
the same year . Th|s was the’first of an unmterrupted series of annual fairs till 1895.
'McEwan states that at the early fanrs at Regma the generous prize mon ey awarded to seed

‘ graun was often higher than that for "

“The far in ~1'895 'vxfas one of the'higgest events in Regina. This was the Territorial
| f‘aur,;designed to sh.ow o'f-f the Territories and to attract future settlers {Auld. 1862)” The
prrze?monet/ was generous’ S 19,000 tMacEAwan,.. 1880, p. 6?; Auld, 1962). the prize list
‘was long (more than 1/300 categories). and exhibits end contributions were invited from all
over the ferrntorles (Drake. 1955, The pr»‘zewinners'-’list shows that the people of the
Territolﬂb,s responded enthUSsas‘tlcalIy.t Some communities cahcelt‘ed their own annualifatr
‘ m; order'[to participate. Among the'm was Battieford (Saskatchet/van Archives Board, 260. -
'Aﬂr The fair wWas a huge success. éducationall)r at least but not financially (Auld, 1962,
'MacEwan 1950. p. 80). It took Regina several years to holdanother fair agam
n 1898 the agrucultural society reorganized itself and was able again to'hold annual
fairs from 1899 to 1908 Durmg these years the faxr expanded and the judges complamed
that there was too much work for them and that more Judges were needed at the Regma
3 fair (Tulley Elder Saskatchewan Archnves Board 260 I 179) In 1908 there was another
) Areorganxza aon this trme tobeina better posmon to secure the Domm»on Exhibition, whnch
~was held . "°1 1°(l\/ac'=wan 1950, p- 81) o S '

Meanvtmie Recma exoanded and became a cm’ in- 1903 Massw° :mm»oratnon after.

the turn pt tne cenun y encour aged a reai estate boom that was. hardly a‘fected oy tne - '

d
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I

tornado which struck Regmain 1912 The damage was seen as an opportursty to rebuld

(Archer, 1983 p. 162). From 1910 to 1915 the Exhibition Association continued its

annual fairs. The fair of 1915 had the largest number of textile craft'categories (93). This

exceeded the number of categories at the Territorial Far in 1895 (78¢and the Dominion

‘Far m‘|911(89) e

Examlnatuon of newpaper records reveatl that the ist of pr:zewsnners was not
published in 1809. Despite th:s gap. 1190 categories were tabulated. Of these. 1062, or
909% indicated a specific textile craft. @

As indicated by table‘4,6A embro.dery was prebably the most popular craftin

Reglna about 34% of all categories were embroigeries. From 1884 ull 1891 categories

ranged from four to six. Between 1892 and 1895 the number of embroidery categories

' fluctuated from 17 categérnes {1832)to 24 (1883) and seven (1834). In 1895, the year of

the Territorial Fair, there were 32 embrordery categories. From 1899 to 1910

. >
embroidery fluctuated less' ranging from fourteen in 1301 to three in 1903. From 1911
-4

ull 1915 the number of ‘categornes’ylncreased ranging from 29 to 40.

Knitting comprised alrnost 15.5% of ali categories in Regina. From 1884 to 1835

‘ knlttnng ranged from six to eleven categories annually. In 1895, the year of the Territorial

Farr, there were only fnve knitting categories. Between 18998 and 1910 the number of
categories decreaseg. ranging from none (1802 to seven ~1904;, From 1911 to 1914 the
nun\ber oflknxttmg categornes‘ increased to range between seven and nine.

Crochet accounted for more than 9% in all Regmﬁ‘ategorues Before 1892 usually
one or two crochet first prizes were awarded each year. In 1893 and 1895 there were

respectxvely seven and enght first pnz,es, while there' we _ none in 1894, From 1899 to

—

1910 crochet categories ranged between one and five. The number of categories

increased frerh 1'9 11 on, ranging from severrto ten.
 From 1911 til- 1915 one to threé first prizes were awarded for categorres stating
chouce between kmttmg and crochet These categorres account for shghtly less than 1%
ot the total number of categorles collected from the ﬁegma far.

S -~

. Sewuhg comprused less than 7% of all Regnna categorles Bem'een 1884 and 1890

twe first prrzec were awarded for sewmo annually From 1891 tc 1894 the annuat

o number of’ categoraes fluctuated between three anc four At the Te"morml Fair'in 1895
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there were s$ix categorae%?.‘?‘rorn 1899 to 1906 there were few Sewing categories two in
1899 one In 1QO/O and 1906 and none m/the other years with the exception of 1904
when therg wqre six. From 1908 on. sewing categories fluctuated between one (19 14)
and eleven (19195).

Lace making accounts for more than 7%.of all categories in Regina. This includes
5% of needie an bobbm lace categornes and more than 2% of general lace categories. Only
one first prize was awarded for needle and bobbin lace from 1893 tll 15‘395, while for
lace making in general one or two first prizes were awarded. Between 18389 and 1910 the
number of needle and bobbin lace categories raegee between one (in 1899 and 1906) and
five (1903). Prizes for general tace were awarded in ~1901 and 1805 . From 1911 it 19 1~5
the range of lace making categories increased to five to six for needle and bobbmn lace.
and three to flVGYfOf general lace (6r‘e|ght to eleven lace categories per year combined).

Quilting comprised 5% of all bcalegornes. From 1884 to 1895 the annual number of |
categories ranged between one‘and four. Between 1801 and 1907 the aneual number of
categories decreased slightly to range between one and three. From 1908 to 1915 three

first prizes were awarded at almost every far held..

Sl

Rug making a"counted for more than 3% of all categories. Bom 1884 to 189c
one to three first prizes were awarded for it. Between 1899 and 13911 there were some
years when rug making was not featured and from 1912 on, there were no first prizes
awarded in Regina fer rug makihg.

Mending accounted for less than 1.5% of all categories. Betore 1908 mending
categories were fea't.ured occasionally. From 1908 on mending was featured almost every
year.

Netting accounted for more than 1% of all categories. In Regina ne{ting was
featured for the’first time at the Territorual Fair, in 1895. From 1899 tiit 1902, and from
1911 1ill 1915, there was only one netting eategory every year. Between 1903 and 1910 ‘
a first prize for nettmg was awarded only occasmnally
' Regina was one of the Six communmes featurmg weaving. comprlsung ittle more

than 1% of all eategones ‘One fnrst prnze was awarded from 1884: tsl' 1891 but not every

year. in 1914 and 1'9 1 5 five weavmg categorues were featured both years:
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Macrame accounted for slightly less than 1% of ell categories. Before 1895 there
was a first prize for macrame almost every year. In 1895 at the Territorial Fair. there
vsere two first prizes for macrame. From 1895-on, rﬁacrame was no longer featured.

Painting on fabrics accounted for -Iess.th‘an 1% of all categories. One or two
categories in this craft were featured before 189 1. Two first prizes for painting on fabric
were awarded at the Territorial fair. - |

Tatting comprised less than 14 2. of all categories. A first prize for this craft was

. occastonally awarded batwegn- T8"84 and 191 0. Beadwork accounted for little more than

5% of all categories. being occasionally featured between 1884 and 1913.

Leatherwork was featured in only six communities, eomprising less than .5% of all
categories. First prizes for leatherwork were awarded occasionally between 1894 and
1913. Regina was one of the three communities featuring straw weaving. accounting for
1% of all categories. It was featured only in 1891, . !

Harrwork was featured only in two communities. In Regina it accounted for .2% of
all categories. A first prize for hairwork was awarded in 1895 and 1899 .

Regina was one of the three communities to feature laun ?v‘hzch comprises .2%
of all categorses A first prize for laundry was awarded in 1808 and 1910 only.

; \;rRegma featured almost all textile crafts in this survey except for spinning. Only
shghtly less than 10% (or 118} of all categories did not indicate a specific textile craft‘

Regina s also the only fair which featured a special class for Indians. From 1885 to
1895 competition in domestic manufaetures, including textile crafts, agricultural products.’
and livestock were m,vuted:from lndsans living in the surrounding areas,k and from

Edmonton, Fort Pelly. Crooked Lakes, Birtle, Touchwood, and the Assiniboine Reserves.

This class was resumed.in 1904, whe'r_\. the category Indian Curios was added.

4.8 Saskatoon : S o

‘S'askatoon-was started when a cere of 53 members of the 'femper‘ance
Colomzanon Somety arnved ourmg tHE summers of” 1882 and 1893. The site was
beautiful. the soil good and the nearest raulway was 150 mues away. The Temperance‘
Colony Puoneer Soc:ety func«scned from 1884 to 1886 as an agricultural socoety It was.

&iSO° mvoweo with the start of a scnool, a ferry system over _the Norjth »Saskatchewan
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River. a co-op store. and a grist mill (MacEwan 1850. p. 114} In 1886 the agricuitural
society was formed. which held a farr the same year at the site of thé present University
(MacEwan. 1950, p. 115). . '

- Until the coming of the railroad in 1889, the settlers had a rlough time. but once
con_nected with severat railroads. Saskatoon ..QUICkly became "Hub City" (Archer, 1983. p.
125). In 1907 Saskatoon became the home of the Uniyersity‘of Saskatchewan. By that
time the.fai_r had moved to the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. roundhouse, ‘where it was held
for a few years before being relocated to a city park lMacEwan, 1850. p. 118).In 1907
tne association bought its own grounds and expanded themin 1911 {MacEwan, 1950, p.
119}, a devetopment wnlch was parallel wutn the general expansion in Saskatoon during the
boom years of 1908-1914. ‘

Exan’nnat»on of new‘spaper’records reveal the prizewinners’ lists were not
published .r% 1897, 1898. 1900 and 1801, l’he winners' list of 1809 and 1913 are not
included in this survey because the pages of the newspaper containing the\l 909 list, and
the 1ssue wath the 1913 list were mnssrng from the the collectlon which was microfiimed.
Desplte these gaps 860 categorues were tabulated. Shghtly more than 73% of the
categories could be coded as representative of a specnf;c textile craft. - ’

As mdlcated by table 4.7, embrosdery accounted for 25% of all categorues From
1887 ult 1892, and between 1899 arid 1907, the annual number of categories ranged
from one to two, with except:on of 1906. when there were four categones. From‘lSOB :
on, the annual number of categories increased from fourteen (]908) to seventeen (1810
_torange in the 30s between 1912 and 1914, and reach 51 1n 1915. |
Knitting comprised 1 1% of aIIAcategories. In 1886 and 1887 there we're only two

. . L4 P o
. first prizes for knitting BetWeen 1888 and 1904 the annual number of knitting categories .

nncreased from’ four (1892) to eight (1903 ahd 1904). From 1905 on, the annual number

of categories fluctuated between one and nine. In 1910 and 1915 respectrvely one and

‘ five first prlzes were awarded for categorues statlng a choice between kmmng and

-

: ‘crochet v S
Sewnnc comprnsed almost 9.5% of all categorres There were usually three to f:ve
E sewxno categorres each year before 1900 After the turn.of the century the annual. number -

’

ot sewing categpr_l_es fluctuated betwe,en three i 1905. l9016» ang nme «191 1 There we_re



59

S .
pat;(23ds JON : SN mcrcc.am = dg : WWLUOLQWW;uu_br w9\¥
BuiAeam meu)g = 1S Buimag = ag BuiyiaN = 8N . WEIILUY = Uy
HJOMUdYIeDY = 37 ¢ buiyewbny = ny Buitpuay = AW Adsployqul = w3
. Buiaeom : om Buiiend = ny {edduabd‘aoey = B COI9Y204Y 3 Td)
Butyie; = e) @c::,,mn = By IR ULQQOQ /I PIIN = c..., .x.wolumvm = pPg
92 L g 3 9 e v 6 L2 8¢ "€t 0L £l 0t LY 9: o4 0gST - Ly e :/ %,
i .- .- -- .- - 90 . -- 20 y0 20 2o - vo L0 - L0 15 9 SR 11
0¢ .- .- 10 0 .- - . -- S0 €0, - 40) v0 < 10 (23 L0 AT 211
YRR 020 S o ie o o200 - 5080 .- 0 9E 8O- - :-C ZIG
80 -- .- 10 oy e -60 10» £0 10 0 10 G0 vo v0 60 68 . 0l cee T 14B)
2t -- {0 <. .- - L0 10 - €0 -- -- k0 [2v] €0 10 €0 L g0 TTEOT - 0k6l
g1 .- .- .- .- .- L0 zZo o - - .- - 10 £0 £0 - S0 v 10 10, 8061
[N .- ‘- > - .- S0 10 . 20 -- -- - 40} Z0 -- 10 [4¢] - -- 1061
Qi - - e - -- ' E0 -- z0 - - - - == €0 -- 20 v0 10 - 9061
£l .- .- .- -- .- €0 10 . ¢0 - 10 - 20 -x [4)] -- . E0 20 - 10 - 606!
31 - .- :- .- 80 20 20 . - - o -- -- -- 80 - Z0 (0 <L W06,
vl - - -- .- .- 80 [44] 4] .- - 10 -- 20 - 80 0. 20 = €061 -
01 10 - - .- o --. S0 10 £€0.. .- - -0 -- 10 -- 1] 10 10 ~- . 2061
B0 - 2 -0 .- 8020 T e 9 10 0.  -x . 6681
50 00 - .- - .- 20 10040 - - .- .- .- /. 90 . -- i g6l
€0 10 - R L DY ¥ T T -\ S0 --. 0 .- pEB
- ' N : . . - e
01 10 -- - 10 £o 1o 10 .- .- - .- - vo 20 0 - . 268t
60 10 - .- - 10 €0 20 10 .- .- Y] .- cee ‘- .60 10 =10 e omm..
60 10 10 .- .- 10 S0 10 10 - .. -- 10 .- T SO 20 " EO.. -- .. 688}
€t - .- 5 .- .- €8~ 20 zQ - . - = -t -- 10 g0 . 10 -- 8881
90 - 10 0 .- e T e 10 ) - .- s .- - o0 2o, 10 - -- L8981
4y < 0 - - e 10 10 - .- - - - -- 20 - - cm o T--. 98817
SN 1S o1 n 3. ) dg ag ny ng ey aN Em [ ul ,.u\x uy . w3 . 49 pg Lmo>..
S16¢ 3681 Ji1ey [RUNINDLIDE UOOIEWSES ay)

18 14240 3111r9] -yoea 4Qj SaiJobajed oc_cc_zmwmgm 1Lp @192

B




60

.no prizesn 1812 and 1914 but six first prizes in 1915, {

Lace rnakung comprised I'ess‘tha’n 8% of all categories 3% for lace rnakmg n
general and Iess than 5% for needle and bobbln lace. Between 1886 and 1902 there was
only one first prize for-lace makmg in general. and none for needie and bobbin lace
maknng Frorn/1902 till 1906 there were one to three needle and bobbin tace categories

. per year. From 1907 till 1815 needle and bobbin lace categories increased to range frorn~
27 two to seven per year, while general- race/making ranged from two to five.

»

Crochet comprised less than 7% of all categorves There were one to three crochet’

categories each year til 18911, From 1911 on, the number of categories fluctuatedq
,/'E . between four (1912) and sixteen (1915), .
Quilting accounted for almost 4% of all categories. From 1886 tll 1899 one first
~ prize was awarded annually for this craft, except n 1888, when two prizes werg ’
awarded. Between 1902 and 1915 the annual number of furst prizes mr:reas.ed shghtly to
two or three. No prizes for quilting were awarded n 19 12 and 1914, '
Rug making accounted for almost 3% of all categories. Between 1886 and 1911
one to two first prizes were awarded annually for thlS craft.
Saskatoon was one of the eught communities featuring mendnng This compr:sed
slightly more than 1% of all categorues There was one first prize awarded in 1890
Between 1902 and 1915 one or two flrst prizes were awarded in some years, but none(
in others (1906, 1907 1912, and 1914). . . '
Pauntmg compnsed less than 1.5% of all categorres One fnrst prize was awarded
- for th.ls craftin. 1905 and 191 1. butin 1914 and 19 i 5 there were respect«vely five and

N

four first prlzes awarded
/ \

Nettnng accounted for 1% of .all categorles A fnrst prize was awarded in 1899 and

», .
1911. etween 1912 and 1915 the annual number of: categor:es ranged from two to .
. '\.a .
three. =~ o

"

Saskatoon was ong of the three commUmtles to feature straw weavmg accountmg

® for 7% of aH categor«es First prxzds wer@ awarded between 1889 and 1396, and in

e

1902 R e
Saskatoon was one of the Six communmes to ieature weavmg accountmo tor Iittle
rnore than 5% of all categornes There were two frrst prrzes awarded for thxs craft n

L a . DR . : . . E P

-
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1887, and or€ firstprize in 1911, 1912, and 19.141

Tatting comprised little more than 5% of all categoraesr First prizes for this craft
were awarded in 1800, 1912 (two categories). and 1914,

Saskatoon was one of the six communities featuring Ieatherwork, oomprusing 5%

of all categories. One first prize was awarded each year from 1886 tiil 1889, and in

1810.

1

Spinning was featured at only five communities. including Saskatoon, where it -

comprised less than 5% of all categories. One first prize was awarded annually between
P . .
1889 and 1882 only.

Saskatoon was one of the seven communities featuring beadwork. which
acc0uhted for less than .5% of all categories. A first prize for this craft was awarded in
1908 and n 1910.

Hairwork, hornemade flowers of fabr»c or.yarn, macrame, laundry and knmed
'homespun were not featured in Saskatoon More than one quarter (or 228) of al\‘

Lo}
c:ategor:es did not indicate a specnfnc text:le craft.

k9 Prince Albert _

'Prmce Albert was founded in 1866 asa Presbyternah missnon‘by Reverend Jamé.s
N:sbeft. The purpose of the misston was.to introduce the Metis of the. area to egutation
and agriculture (Archer 1983 p. 43l ‘Other farmers. were attracted to the site as well: m’
- 1871 Prince Albert had 300 residents (Archer 183, p. 66), and by 1874 the number had

sonen to 831 (Campbell 1965, p. 165). It was the Iargest agrucultural settiement of the

‘North Wes'g Terrltorses when the Marquis of Lorne thenGovernor General of Canada
wsnted Prmce Albert in 1881 (Archer 1983 p 7 1).-This visit was the occasnon of an

| mformal agr»cultural fair (Frith, 1983 p. 7) A year later an agrlcultural society was

4 formed, more to be i in a better posmon to apply for free seed grain from the Governmeht,
‘than 10 hold farrs (Frnth 1983, p- 22). However the first fair was held the same year Yhe

~society. was formed. | o o '

‘ - Exammanon of newspaper repo ts on the fair reveal that ne fairs were held'in -
5891 1894 1895 and 1897 From 1909 to 1915 there are no mrcrofnms of local |

newspapers avauiable in.the Saskatchewan Arch:ves Board Newspapers n other‘
7 ‘. : . . - . : : S . -

N . . I



:ommunxtues_, such as Saskatoon, did not publish the Prince Albert prizewinners hsts
during these years. Thus, the analysis 1s based on data till 1907 only The years 1832.

' 1905, and 1908 are not included because the 1ssues i which the prizewinner 's Iists were
published were not microfiimed. or the pages containing the list'were blurred. Despite
these lacunae 455 categories were tabulated, of which 319 (70%) indicated a specific
textile craft.

As indic-at'éd by table 4 .8, knitting comprised about 20.5% of ali categjories.'Thus
mcluded knitted homespun (5% as well as knnntng {16%). From 1884 tll' 1890 the annual”

>

number of knitting categories ranged between three (1884 and 1887) and six (18861
Between 1833 and 19.07, the annual number of categories fluctuated from none (19031
qr one (1900 and 1904 to eight (1896). ‘

Sewing accounted tor slightly more than 10% of all categories. Between 1886 and
188 1-the annual number_'of sewing categories’fluctuated between two (1886. 1890)and A
four (1887). 1893 was & peak year when seven first prnzes' were awarded. From 1896 ull

. 1907 the annual number of ca’teg.ortes deereased from five (1896) to nqﬁe (1904).

A - ‘Embroidery accounted for almdst 9% of all categornes From 1835 uli 1903 there
were one or two embroudery categories at almost every,fanr‘ From 1904 till 1907 the

&nnual number of categories tluctuated f.ro‘m three (1306) to twelve (1907).

» Spinning comprised 4% of all categornes kmtted homespun another 5%. Thus 9%

of all categories n Prmce Albert represent home spnnnlng Between 1884 and. 1889 the
=3 annual number of categornes ranged from one to three. Homespun knitting rang& from
one prize (1885} to four (1887) Between 1893 and 1898 there were still one to three
annual first prnzes awarded for spmmng but only th;ee fnrst prizes for knitting homespun

yarmin 1.893. From 1891 on. kmtted homespun was featured occasnonally asin 1903

(_three first prlzes) and in 1@7 but there were no Ionger specific spmnmg categories.

Crochet comprtsed almost 6. 5% of all categornes Before 1898 one or two first

' ]

prnzes were awarded at each fair. From 1898 tifl: 1903 the annual number of, categornes

RN

nncreased to two or three. In 19.04 and 1906 % first prize was avvarded but, four in

1907 "7‘/

. Ou:lnno accoumed for more than 5% of all categbrles tnl 19 ne &two f:rst_

prizes were awardeg regularlyfor this cra‘t, but from 1901 on. the annual numoer of first

B . o A ) R ’

N
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prizes increased to threé or four. No first prizes were awarded in 1904 and 1906.

Rug maknng comprised less than 4% of ali categorues One or two first prizes were
awarded al most fairs from 1886 on. but not in 18388, 1802. and, 1906.

Prince Albert was one of the seven communities to feature bead work. aCCOUmIng
for almost 2% of all categories. One first prize was awarded regularly between 1889 and

1891, ano one first prize was awardedin 1902,

Lace making accounted for less than 2% of all categortes. This percentage includes
needle and bobbin lace categories {1%) and general lace categories (almost 1%). No lace

‘making was featured before 1898. In that year two prizes were awarded for general lace
making and one for needle lace. A first prize for needle and bobbin lace was a\//;/arded in
. 1801, 1964, and 1906 (two prizes). and a general lace making prize n 1907,

Prince Albert was one of the eight communities featuring mending. comor_|smg
1.5% of all categories. There were no mending categories before 1893. From 1893‘ull
1907 one first prize was awarded regularly. but not every year.

Netting comprised almost 1% of all categories. One first prize for netting was
awarded every year from 1902 till 1907. except in 1904.

- Tattimg comprised almost .5% of all categories. Only in 1901 and 1902 was a first

! »

prize for tatting.awarded in Prince Albert.

Leatherwork accounted for almost 4.5% of all categories. There were three first

. prizes in 1884 and four in,1833. Between 1900 and 1902 two to fog tf§zes. and in

1907 five first prizes were awarded for leatherwork.

Ha|rwork, home.made flower‘iwith yarn or fabrrc, macrame. weaving, or straw
~

" weaving were not featured in the Prince Albert fair. Almost 30% (or 136) of all categories

did naet indicate a ﬁific textile craft.

~
. > \ .

4.10 The Batflefords . _ o ‘ L R

| Battleford was formed at the conjunctnon of the telegraph line and the overland
trail fron; Fort Etlis to Edmonton. The telegraph lmemen calied the site Telegraph Flats, but
in 1876 it was renamed when the North West Mounted Police built Fort. Eattleford 3 lmle
‘[)B‘ove the flats (Hull 1973 pp. 171 ]72) Farmers and ranchers sertled in the area and

prospered. In 1877 1t vias chosen as the seat of the Government of tne North West

-
P
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Territories. Growth was somewhat slow, and Battleford was disappointed when it was not
iinked with the railroad in 1882. The same year it had to relinquish the honor of being thg
o Capital c-ty in favor of the newly cre;ted Regma

The first far was held in 1884 . The agricultural society in Battleford could not hold
a far every year, nor is there a microfiimed record of all the publiehed prizewinners’ lists.

in 1805 the Canadian Northern Railway was built along the nc‘)rth’érnn bank of the
North Saskatchewan River, and bypassed Battleford. That year a new town, North
Battleford sprang up. which grew rapidly, while Battleford languished. in 1306 North
Battleford formegd its own agricultural society, which held farrs annually at least till 1915

~while the socrety in Battleford became dormant after 1910. ‘

Examination of newspaper reports on the fair revealed that no feirs were hefd in

1893, 1896. 1898. 18399: and 1907. The analys:s also excluded 1910 and 1912 because

the newspaper issue containing the prizewinners’ ist was not microfitinéd. Despite these

lacunae 391 categories were tabulated, of which 295 or (75%) indicated a speCiflc textile

craft.

As indicated by table 4.9, embroidery accounted for 23 % of alt categories. From
1887 tili the turn of the century the annual number of categories decreased from five
(-1887).to one {190 1). Between 1902 and 1908 the annual number of categories

" fluctuated beiveen two angd s‘lxt From 1908 till 191.5 there were ten to twelve first prizes

annually. with the exception of 1911, when there \r\;ere. or‘ffy two. |

Kritting comprnsed more than 14% of all categornes Three flf‘St pr:zes were
awarded at almost every fair from 1887 till 1901. From 1902 on, the annua% number of
categories fluctuated from none (1908) to six (1913). o S s

_ Cr‘dchet accouhted for almost 9. 5%‘of all categories Prior to 1909, one first
.

.

j;nze/was awarded annually, with ‘the exceptaon of 1888 when two first prizes were

';érded and 1904, when there were four. From 1909 tnII ]915 the annu‘al number of

!

>

. categorles ﬂuctuated between two (191 1) and e»ght (1913) Two. first prizes were ~ -

awa'ded for a category stating a cho:ce between kmttmg or crochet one in 1909 and the‘

-
[N !

"othermIQH . o

Sewmo comprnsec more than 8% of an categorues Between 1889 and 1902 one A

~annual ﬂrs‘ pnze was awa*ded but n\ane in 1803. From 1904 txll 19 15 the annual number -

- NS
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of sewing categories increased from two (1806) to six (1813).

Both types of lace making accounted for about 3.5% of all categorues There was

‘only one pruze awarded for general lace making (in 1904), while a prize was awarded for

needie and bobbifh lace for most years between 1904 and 1915 . ' N

Quitting accodnted for little more than 5% of all categories From 1887 til 1908

ore first prlze was awarded at almost every fair. From 1909 1915 the number of . ~

)

categories fluctuated from none (191 1) to three 11913). . ) -«

Battieford was one of the S|x communmes featuring macrame which accomted /;r

for more than 2% of all categories. Most first prizes were awarded between 1887 and()
1900 ---one at a)most eveny fair --- and one first prize was awarded in 1909 '
N Nettmg compgised more than 2% of all categories. No prizes were awarded for

Lemng before 1903 ﬁrom 1903 ti!l 1815 enly one first prize was awarded at.each fair. :

¢

Tattnngacc’ciuhted for 1.5% of all categories being featured only occasiona‘lly First prnzesA )
were awarded n 1888 1891 and from 1906 1ill 19 1 5. but not at every fair . ‘
Pamt/ng comprised more than 1% of all categornes No pr:ze was awarded prior to

1 1909. Frorr( 1909 till 1915 one or two f«rst Prnzes were awarded per falr but none.in

M
1911 '_ : T ‘ ”
Nlendmg accounted for 1%. of alf cﬁtegornes It was only featured in 1913 and in
‘.19 1 5 when two first prizes were awarded’ . _
‘ Laundry comprlsed vless than 5% ofall categorles There Was onlyaone furst prize

. -~ e

avxarded ?Or thns cgaft n 1909 g q Lo o S "1

t Home made flowers aecounted for °5/"'qf

> g}l categorles A flrst przze for this

crafv was awarded on!y m 1913 and in 19]5 Only one furst prnze was awarded for

' leatherwork in 1887 ‘ N "°‘ g {'

T

Beadwork ha:rwork spmmng weavmg sff:aw weavnng or kmtted h mespun were

)

'. _not featured at the Battlefords falrs About025 (or 96) of all categornes cgllected from

[
I

theﬂattlefords falrs did not mdtcate 8 specmr tekt\leocraft '—""_.‘ T s




4.1 Yorkton Y .

Yorkfon was founded by\a land company: Ih 1882 and 1883 the York Farmer s
Colonization Company formed twe communities in Saskatchewan  Yorkton and Saltcoats
Although the Company failed, the settiers succeeded (Archer, 1983 p. 72). Yorkton's
first fair was held in 1885. Unfortunately the town had no local newspaper merage_ until
1886. The Winnipeg Free Prese repocted on Yorktan between 1885 and 1899. but
. pubhished only the prizewinners’ ists of fairs held in Manitoba, while the Regina papers
" seldom covered the events in Yorkton. in 1896, however, James Peaker. who was an
“active member of the agricultural assocaa:(ion, started T he Yorkton £nterprise (McCracken

1965), whnch farthfully pubhshedgthe prize hst each year.

7 In 1889 Yorkton was linked with the'ralfroad network, and slowly the cbrnmumty
qrew. In 1894 it became a village (ibid.), and five years later it became the distribution
center of a large influx of Doukhobors’. Two colonies of Doukhobors were formed just
nortH of Yorkton, and a third south west of_Pr'ince.A|bert. While this.influx of settiers
made Yorkton a trade town., its growth was still slow, and appeared to a visitor around

1910 ae ‘a r.nere'l‘y half made street” (Sykes. 1912, p. 76,“. The influence of the
D_oukhobdrs on the agricultural fair wa% minimal. A category concerning Doukhobor crafts
appeared only once on the prizewmners’ Iist, in 1801, ‘

Exarnmamon of the newspaper reports on the fair revealed that no fairs were hdld
in 1898 18899, and 1910 Despite these lacunae 531 categories weré t?bulated of which
440 (83/0) contained terms lndncat:r\g a spegific textile craft '
A As indicated by table 4. 10 embrondery comprnsed 23% of all categornes Befdre
- 1900 only one first prize was awarded annually. From 18011 till 19 1 3.the number of
' embr0|dery categor:es increased fluctuating each year. between four and ten. In 19 14 the,
number of categones mcreased to 18. and in 1Q15 to 22.

Sewmg comprlsed almost 18% of all categones From 1893 tl|| 1900'two to three
 first prnzes were awarded annually From 1901 till 1§O7 the annual number of. categorles .
mc:reased to range from three (1804, 1905) to five (1907) From 1908 il 1914 the B
:annual nu'nber of categor:es fluctuated frgm six (191 1) to ten (1914, In 1915 however

A Y

:there were only four sewing categones R R T A

o - - ) - FEE - o P IR ¢ L S
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Kniting accounted for aimost 14% of all categories. There were usually two to
four kmtﬁng categornes.ﬁlln 1894 there were none. Peak years were 1901 (elgﬁt), 1902
1911, and 1212 {seven). )

Quilting comprised 9% of all categories. From 1893 til 1897 one first prize was
awarded annuall.y. From 1900 to 1915 ;%%e annual number of categories ranged from three
to four. with the exception of 1907. 1914 and 1915, when there was onl;‘/ one first
prize for quilting. '

Crochet accounted for less Ehan 7% of all categoraes. The annual number of
crochet categorues'Was one from’ 1899 to‘1900. From 1501 on it ranged between one
and four. From 1803 on é first prize was awarded regdlarly for a category stating a
choice between a knltled and a crochet pro;ect (seven in total).
Lace making accoumed for more than 5/0 of all categornes slnghtly more than 1%
.for general lace making and more than 4% for needle and bobbin lace.’Lace was not
featured.before\ 1902. From 1802 till 1906 neédle and bobbin lace category was
featur'ed_‘.a.nauany. From 1308 till 1915 the annual number of categ:)rnes for needle and
bobbin lace slughtly m‘creased General lace making categornes \;vere not featured prior to -
1906 From 1906 on.one first prize for generarlace maklng was awarded regularly ’
Rug making comprised 3% of aH tategories. One first prize was awarded annually
with the exception of 1833 when there were two first prizes. ’ . N
Yorktdn was one of the five communities f.eaturing'spmﬂmg, which comprisedless
than 2% of all categories. One first prize was awarded almost every 'yeéra'fFomr 1\893 ull -
1803. After that a first prize for'spinning was awarded only in 1812,
Pannnng on fabrlc accounted for littie more than .5% of all categones It was
- featured on the winners’ lists onlyin 1902 and 1‘.303~ s - R ’ i
_ - .‘ ‘Only two first prlzes werlawarded for tatting: one in 1914 and one in 19 15
Two’ f:rst prizes were awarded for nemng in 1902 and in 1908

Beadwork hagrwork home made flgwere from fabrlc or yarn maCramé mending,
weaving. straaw weavmg leatherwork or knitted hor\nespun were not featured in the -

B \orkton faur Shghtly morg ihan 17/,, (or 81) of all categbrnes drd not mdncate 3 soec:f»c _

P

textﬂecraft ' SRS



_ phrase bead and snlkwork (Lethbrxdge 1898)

. SN

5. Findings: The Crafts ' . ' -

Introductlon

»

Thus chapter deals with the findings orf the textile crafts in the selected agrucultural fairs in
Alberta and Saskatchewan . Twenty textrle crafts are ldentufned ar& discussed in \
alphabetucal order. Each sectnon contams the analysis of the pruzewmners I|sts preceded

by asmodern defmmon o‘f the craft a dtscujmon of the terms found in the lists, and the
- Ve

description of the craft as found in late nineteenth and early twentieth century needlecraft

AN :
;

manuals and other docurhents.

5.1 Beadwork o ’ .
*
Beadwork is defmned By Webster as ornamental work m beads” (1976. p. 190).
Beads were embroidered. knltted woven, or worked in with netting (Caulfeild & Saward

1882, pp. 24 25).In the nuneteenth century beadwork was often mcorporated in Bertin

- woolwork. a bead worked in each stitch on the chart. The combination of beadwor}q with

Berlin woolwor'k was also. known as Germa'n embroidery (Warren, 1976 P 28; Morris, -

1962, p 27} but t\ns term does not appear on the prnze hsts Instead ﬂmppras "bead and

woolwork s useg/ as in the descruptnon of a pr;zewmnung ottoman in the Reguha fair,
7 r
1891. Often the beads used in combination W|th Berlin woolwork were worked in

ERY

grisaille. in monochrome tones from dark grey to wh:te . N ‘
» Beads were used also in free form embrondery adding extra te>‘<.tu;e (Weldon's
Encyc/oped/a of Needlework nd.p. 105) This was probably thé work déscrnbed by the

Beads were also knitted. and crocheted mto purses and mats, but there are no

Fd

phrases in the wnnners Iusts_descrubmg knutted or crocheted beadwork "Beadwor.k in

'weaving” appears on the wmners hst of the'1914 Le.thbndge farr It probably refers to the

type of beadwork woven on a spec:al beadloom Wrnstbands necklets and small purses

' could be made on these beadrooms (Hughes n. d.. pp 178 180)

Beadwork accounts for 6% of all 7662 catégornes in thrs survey About Qne thnrd

¥ _(or 47) of all beadwork categowes tabplated in thlS survey was featured |n Edmonton A .

< f_ﬂrst prnzé for peadwork was awarded reoularly untnl 1906 Both Medncune Hat' ane Reqma N

N

featured 15 So or all beadwork categone*!n the late 18905 early 19005 and later

. - . PO o



Table 5.1 Number of beadwork categornesy at selected fars

Year Ed Ca te { wH Re Sa PA T

1882 1 1

1884 - L 1 - 1
. 1885 - 1. : 1 2

1886 1 1 ' - - 1 3

1887 1 - - - 1 2

1888 1 - - - - 1

1889 1 - - - - 1 2

1890 1 - - - - 1 2

1891 - - - 1 .

1892 1 - - - - 1

1893 1 - - 1 2

1894 1 - - i} -

1896 - : B Co- - T -

1897 . ‘ | - - - 2

1898 1 1 - - . A "'.4%2

1900 - T - - ) - T A

. . ) v o T ’ * - tas .

1802 - - - - 1 - - 1 2

- 1903 1 - - i - - - 2 R 5

1804 1 2 - 1 2 - - 6 '

1805 1 - - 1 .- - - 2 *

1906 1 - o - L2

1908 - - - - 1 s 1

1910 7 - - U I K
- 1911 - - - - W1 . . e .
1913 - . - o T : o
S1914 /3 - S s e - o 4

7 ‘ ' v . : N

.To‘tail 16 3 4 7.7 2 - 8 47

Only the following fairs featured beadwon R . i

Ed = Edmonton =~ * . Ca = Calgary : te = Lethbridge -~ Ty e

Re = Regina e Sa = Saskatoon ' " 'PA = Prince. Albert '

T = Total . : - - = fair held, no beadwork o

blank "space = no falr held or data not available.
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“between 1908 and 1913. In other commiunities stich as Red Deer and Pfince Albert
beadwork was_only featured once in 8 while. As shown in table 5.1, the annual number ‘of

first prizes for beadwork fluctuated betwegn one and two for most of the period

between 1882-and 1915,

52Crochet ‘ o -

Crochet is defined by Webster as neerdlework consLstmg of the lnterlockung of ‘
looped stitches formed wnth a smgle thread and a hooked needle” (1976, P- 537). Irene | e
Emery etaborates this: “a doubly mterlooped structure Ioops are not only vertically
interlaced. as in knitting, but laterally as well: i.e. each Ioop cs drawn through at least two
prevnous loops the correspondmg one in the prevaous row and the previous one in the . B

same row’ (1980, p. 43). ‘ ’

There are several aspects of crochet One is basnc crochet in. whuch one row is
‘worked after the: other all stranght across mcreasrng and decreasmg stitches as the shape
of the project demands. Most of the crocheted items were (and are) made this way: table
mats. doilies, shppers. shawls bags. booties, hoods etc .

A special form of basic crochet is filet crochet Inspnred by Rer;aissance dar‘ned
nets’, it was workied row, upon row the square rhesh formed by chatn and dOuble
,crochet st’ltches and a 5uccess|on of double crochet stitches replacmg the darned v
meshes ' , v a
A second type of crochet is a composrte crochet, |n Wthh parts of the project
are made separately An example of thrs work is Insh crochet in which motlfs of this
work are worked in such a way that the rows conform wuth the curves of the outl:ne asin
a frtee Iace The motnfs are ;omed wrth a crochet mesh ssmnlar.to that of Iate 17th and
| .b early 18th century ;/enetnan Iaces from whnch Irish crochet was adapted -

- A thlrd type of crochet ns Tunesnan or Afghan crochet This is worked stravght

across row upon row I|ke bassc crochet but daffers from nt in that the work'ls done in

. o=two stages 1n stage one all the stntches are sllpped on a needle across the whole row. D
Thns requnres a Iong crochet hook In stage two, the strtches are secured one by one wuth : 1-

- the orew&:s one on the same row A§ such the work is mrdway between k,mttlng and

TN ¢ \ S S

: ’For 2 des rrptuon of darned nets see SGCtIOh 5.3 L e '. g o , )
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bed Sheets and onllowcases
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crochet. Another name for thig type of crochet s Trlcot stitch. It 1s a favorite technique
to make afghans since they are made-n strips. and the texture of the work lends itself
eassly to.cross stitch embrondery, It ts possible that a number 'of the crocheted afghans

were made this way, alth0ugh the terms trlcot or Tunes:an stitch do not appear on the

prlzewmners lists. °

A fourth type of crochet is hairpin lace. In this work ¢rochet stitches secure large

yarn loops formed by amvinding the yarn around the tines of a U-shaped instrument.

“traditionally a large hal‘rpln. Only ohe row can be worked. Several lengths of this work are

crocheted together to form lacy' shawis, tablecovers, or edgings. Hairpin lace appgared on
the pr‘i'z,ewshners' lists from the late 1890s to 1915. In the' 19 10s 1t was also called
Maltese _lace {Modern Priscilla, Feb. 1816.p. 9. '

Another composrte 1s the comblnatlon of crochet and manufactured brads or
tapes A large varnety of these tapes were available during the pernod under study. They
“were wsed in embroidery and lacemaking as well as with crochet. The phrase “crochet and
braidwork combined” appears often on the prize lists from the 1880s to 1915,
Sometlmes a partucular braid lS mentioned, such as Gordon braid, which was anarrow

L3
cord W'g‘ picot loops on both. 5|des coronatlon brand whnch resembled«% coarse strand

“ wuth a close and regular successlon of tapered thlck sections called rolls or nck rack. a

21g- zag tape Needlecraft manuals magazmes and newspapers of the penod gave
‘instructions for maklng Iacx trrrns msertlons collars, yokes etc.. usmg these bralds
Other. bralds mentloned in needlet:raft manuals are: antlmacassz{r or novelty braid, which
was a narrow tape regularly W|den|ng 0ut into fancy picoted medallions, and Honiton
brald and |deal Honiton brald Wthh resembled ] sm:cessvon of small ovals, that could
have been made asa bobbm lace

Of the 6 17 crochet categorles ln this survey 450 dld not specify the ltemA

produeed The remalnmg 167 categorles featured 35 coverlets 27 tablecloths {3 shawls - -

and afghans 12 palrs of S!lppers 11 palrs of baby bootles nme donlues sux centerpleces

sevenbaby bonnets som= ;ackets handbags yokes pln::ushlor‘ls and cushlons There was

also a varlety o-f occas:onal ltems such as a tonlet set a blb a tray cloth and trlmmmg on
T A ’
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Table 5.2 Nurmber of crochet categories at selected fars
Year Ed Ca Le MH RD Re Sa Ba* PA Yo T
1882 01 . 01
1884 02 02 1 05
1885 O1 02 1 04
1886 02 01 03 1 07
1887 02 02 2 02 01 1 - 10 -
1888 01 02 02 01 2 1 09
1889 01 03 3 02 - 03 1 1 14
1890 01 - 04 2 02 01 1 1 12
1891 01 7 05 4 02 . 1 - 13
1892 03 02 4 1 03 01 1 - 15
1893 02 -- 3 07 2 - 14
1894 02 - 3 1 - 01 1 1 09
1895 03 ; 08 1 12
1896 3 01 1 1 06
1897 . 01 5 1 1,08
1898 01 3 3 - ar -
1899 0 7 o1 01 2 13
1800 02 - © 3 04 . 4 3 1, 16
1901 01 01 02 3 03 1 2 2 15
1802 05 -- 01. 3 04 ORI 2 3 , 20.
1903 04 -- 02 3 02 02 4 2 2 21
1904. 03 0t 02 4 - 05 01 1. 1 1 18
1905 04 - 02 -4 1 03 01 A 2 18
1906 04 -- 03 3 3 04 O1 1 1 2 22 7.
1907 03 -~ 03 2 2 02 01 a4 - .1 18
1808 08 04 3 2 04 01 1 4 27 .
1909 14 03 1 1 3 1 23
1910 14 03 1 01 03 - 22
1811 06 . 05 : 08 1.2 2 . 33
1912 11 0 08 2 08 04 ¥ 3 .45
1913 05 _ - 16 6 4 10 - - 8" 2 51
1914 19 12 - 6 3 07 07 . 3 48 .
1815 11 14 4 10 16 3 2 " 60
. : % : [ )
Total 83 100 60 81 ¢ 24 111 58 36 ° 29 35 617
. . 3
Note:* ~ N L .
Ed = Edmonton Ca = Calgary .. ° < Le = Lethbridge
MH = Medicine Hat RD = -Red Deer .. PA= Prince Albert
. Sa. =-Saskatoon - - Re =' Regina ‘' BA =the Battlefords
- Yo = Yorkton , o .T = TJotal + " == = no crothet i,
space. = no fair hgld, or data unavailabie ' ) '
“ . . L4

5,
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o quur:ous such as velvet 'plush cashme'e silk.

Of the 7662 categor s tabulated in this survey. 615 were crochet categories. As
shown p-Table 5.2 crochet was featured in all communities of this survey but most often
in Regina, twhere 18% of all crochet categories were found). followed by Calgary (16%)

. { . . - ) )
\EdmontOn {13%). and Medicine Hat (13%}. The'average number of crochet categories per

fair in'the 1880s tended to fluctuate between one and three. In the early '1890s thg ~
fluctuation continued. but between one and four. Between 1896 and 1907 the average
. A
number of crochet categories per annual fair stabilized around tyvo. #rom 18908 on the
+ average number increased from three in 1908 to eightin 1915, That last year featured
about 10% of all crochet categornes in this survey f

85 categories stated a chjice between knuttmg and croch‘et,'e.g._ ‘baby ;pootoes,
knit or crochet’: As shown n table 5.3, 35% of the categories statrhg this choice were
'featured in Calgary. 17% in Red Deer, 1'2-1‘3'9 n E_dmonton,'and_ 13% inRegina. This type of
choice was not featured'prlor té 1.902,(3nd appeared only occas:onally from 1902 il
1907. From, 1907 on the total number of categores increased to range fram .sn( to nine.
In 1911 and 1912 smteen first pr:zes were awarded er categories stating thnéchonce
Among the articles whuch were either knitted or'crocheted were 22 jackets.. 12 baby
bonnets. 11 shawls, 13 coverlets, eight tea cozies. fopr sweaters, and an\occasional par
of slippers ababy dress. and a bib. ‘

5."3 Embtoidery

. e
- 5.3.1 General Remarks" S ‘ . ‘ : o ‘ T (
*.Embroidery is defmed by Webster as the art or process o/f formung decorative
desng.s in plain and fancy st:tches (1976 N 740) Emery defines it as the use of
| accessory st»tches (r e. stntches taken through the fabr:c wnth a threaded needle) to
decdrate and embellish a fabrxc She adds that whether or riot the stifches also ‘serve

. practnca‘l purposes, they canbe classnfled as embrondery (1980 p.-23.

Ernbrondery was the most extenswe craft on the prnze lists. The names o the
categorles referred not. only to techmques and the items decorated but also to the
}!tenals used. both fabr;cs and embrouderv threadj The fabncs ra,nged from the most

satm to the more common ones such
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Table 5.3 Number of knitting/crochet catégories at selected fars
year Ed Ca ‘Le RD Re © Sa - Ba T
1902 1 - - S - - 01
1903 1 - s - - - - 02
1904 |1 - ro- ] - - - 03
1805 1 - * 2 - - - 03
1806 - - 1 - I - 01”
1807 - - 2 - Co- . 02
11908 2 - 2 - - - 05
1909 | . 5 - 2 1 08
1810 & . - . - 1 4 06 -
1911 7 - 3 4 14 e
1912 1 - 6 4 3 [ 16
1913 2 - 2 2 - .- 07
1914 2 4 . - 2. - ‘ 08
1915 3 1 - - 3 ., - ) - Q7
[ & e M -
e L, . ‘ t - L
Total 12 . 30 4 15 117 5 . 2 . 86
‘ | 3
Note only the follo%nng fars featured a choice between knitting and croehet
Ed = Edmonton e Re = Regina'
Ca = Calgary ** : : ~ -Sa = Saskatoon
‘ = Lethbridge =~ J¥ , : Ba = the,Battiefords
7 RD = Red._Deer : - T = Tota *
~ . == = no choice featured : M
blank space = no fair held. or data unavailable
x

..as cotton. weo'. hnen, mushn, felt. and humble ones such as scrim purlap demim anc
hucKaback. _ _
The fabric influenced the choice of embroidery téchnique. Entries for the category.

embro;dery on lmen featured most hkely counted thread techmques in which the weave

" of the fabric was the base of the design, and evéry stitch.was worked over spec:fac

, number of yarns Des:gns for these embroideries were often charted on a square grrd

Entrles for embr0|dery on satln or “on velvet on the other hand ‘were most hkelyf done in-

-

free, embrondery in whach the desngn is freely workad w:thout cons:deratnon for the
weave of. the fabric. Free embroidery was best done on fabrlcs too fmely woven for¢

‘counted thread work or: on fabrncs wuth a nap {de. Dnllmont 1886 p 81). -
’ N Ka

I Emb:o:dery threads we'e avallable in several quahtnas The fmest silk. was flloﬂoss ’

“or ftlo sllk ThIS was 8 2-;3!; locsely twusted sxlk Th:s thread was matrfty used \‘or fme

;

- emb omery in satm- and long and short stntches because n blended colors effectlvely

t - .
"'/f' ‘ . . > o



' Howeger the thread roughened easity when snagged {Women s Institutes. 191 2 p.6
-Nt)no‘tuck Sk Co.. 1889, p. 3. Clabburn 1876 p. 106). There was also another fine s-!k
"’fhre‘ad. filoselle. which was made from damaged cocoons ang therefore carded and
spun. Filoselle was not quite as fine and shiny as filofloss, but it was less expensive and
,ﬂkdld not sn"agas easily (Caulfeild & Saward, 1882, p/./206; Clabburn, 1976, pi 106).

«  Twist'was a tightly fwvs_ted, me:c)jrum silk thread. and as such easier 1o work with

: than fil‘of.lo’ss. It was recommended for the emboidery of rterns that needed to be washed
"‘\ ?' often (Womean'“s institute. 1912, p. 6). Rope sifk was a coarser emb'r0|dery thread but

. . s trghtly twisted as twist. This thread was recommended for embroadery on heavuer

*: and for qurck embrondery (Nonotuck Silk Co.. 1888, p. 6). The terms “filosilk " ’

” “filoselle” and - rope silk” appeared often in the wunnersf lists.

ﬁabr‘lcs made especlalry f?/ embrondery were also i'nem'roned often on the

-

", winners’ lists. These fabrrcs'vﬁ bolting cloth and canvas Bolting cloth wias orrgmally a

2
fme harr-or linen . fabric mad

0

5

flour sieves (Ognlv»e 1898, p. 302). In the 19th century t

e

became popular‘for chndren s samplers (Caulfe:ld & Saward 1882 p.27. Bath 1979 p.
2@0 Clabburn, 1979 p. 33). The term boltmg cloth appears also in painting categornes
g g.. paununq on bomng cloth'.

. e . » , o | : :

'+ 5.3.2 Qutline Embroidery | r
. - ’ ' ’

The most popular and endurmg embroidery technique in this survey was outlirie

v work. Sofia Caulferld and,Blanche Saward stated that this work was an adaptat:on from

Qraental quilts (1882, p 37). The work consrsted of smchmg outunes of motnfs w:th the
ouﬁme smch Thls smch was probably the-stem stitch, or a subtle var:atxon of it.

Mary Thomas %nd Vnrgunla Bath msnst that the outlune stntch IS slanted sllghtly to the

4

Ieft as the work proceedad (1‘9’3’4 p 223 1979 p 126), but Cauifeild and Saward do

hot They say that the outhne- the stem- the rope- and the crewel strtch are all the same

'

stitch In the directions. for an outlvne work pro ject Caulfenld and Saward mstruct the

embrondere' o keep the thread to the right of the needleﬂB&?{ p 37) %

. .
. sl - i
c ».?@;‘, |
' 3For the use of outlme smchmg m other types of embroudery see secnons
, 315 318 and5325 _ , IR ER
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5.3.3 Drawn Threadwork and Pulled Embroide\ry
Drawnwork was almost as popular as outTine work. It doe$ not appear in the -
prizewinners’ hists until the turn of the century, but the number of c'ategor»es-for this work
quickly mushroomed until it ’forrn‘ed almost its own subdivision around 1915, By that time
there were prizes awarded for rhe best drawnwork bureau scarves, tableclothe, tray
cloths, har)dkerchnefe‘and pillow shams. ‘
The term drawnwork 1s a confusing one. because it can refer to two different

techniques one in which the yarns of the fabric are drawn out. and a second, in-which the

stitches are drawn tightly pulling the yarns apart. Caulfe:ld and SaW‘ard decrnbe the first

type under "the heading Drawnwork (1882 . pp. 157- 161} Mrs. B PamSer Mrs R. E Head.

—~é

AJ

V

and Mrs. F.N\. Jackson on the other hand, refer to the second technique as drawnwork.
(1910, p. 262. 1822, p. 75, 1900 p. 144). Caulfeild and Saward also stée that Tonder.
lace, broder/e de Nancy and Dresden pomt are all names for dra\fvnwork As long as the
distinction between the two technaques ts not made this may be true. These three terms
have always referred to embroudery tn whuch the smches pL:lle'd the yams apart, and never
to embrmdery n whuch yarns were pulled out

In the late 18805 the terms drawn thread work and drawn fabric work were
introduced 10 avoud this confusion. The term drawn thread work referred to the techmqoe

in which yarns are drawn out of the fabric. and the term drawn fabric referred to that of .

dr‘awi_nvg the yarnd apart or together by way ofbulhn’gthe stitches tight. The new terms

¢ -

- were not immediately accepted by everyone. Of the selected fairs only Yorkton, Red Deer

and Lethbridge used the term drawn thread work, all other fa;rs contmued the confusmg
term drawnwork‘ The translatTOn of de Drllmont s work uses the terms and so does
We/dans Pracuca/ Sh////ng Guide (n d.. p 19). while needlecraft ma’gazmes such as
Home Need/ewo;k Magaz/ne dld not. The gmze l:sts in this 5urvey dld hot make the

dnstmcuon so that :t is «mbossnble to state with’ certamty that the ssdeboard scarfs etc

< .

‘were entherudrawn thread work or drawn fabric work S S

B The s:mplest form of drawn thread tNork was hemstltchmg (Butterlck Pubhshlng,

-

1921 p. 1 19). Two or three threads were drawn out Just above a turned hem: The ST

‘Since tnnre '*ontmued to be a cer am ‘arhount of confus:o'\ in the use of 3
orawn fabric and drawh faread. 'thg ‘term pulied. embroidery - was mtrgguced in
.

. the 19705 to replace the term dravm fabnc embro:dery

K ) [
S e S
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LT fabnc in a contunuous scrolhng desngn The curves were shghtly gatbered.

" handkerchiefs. runners and other linens, where such decoration was approp’rlate

"{de Dillmont, 1886, pp. 5.18-524) ¢,

the decoratnon of dresses and ;ackets but added tha bt was also uged for simple

,‘Fu[led thread work” a‘nd,..
section’ 5.3.21 and 5:3.27.0 - . -

A - f : u " L

exposed transverse threads were worked into smafl bundies with stitches that at the same
o

time secured the hem. This produced a very decorative hem and was often used on

1. . -~ +

(Weldon's Prad/ca/ Shilling Gwdé n.d. p 130}, -

——

Whule hemstntchmg limited |tself to the.drawing out of only a-few (at the most five) &+

.

yarns, drawn thread work had no such lirnitati.on. The work couldrange from simple
variations of hemst:tchang to an elaborate netwark of bundled warps and.wefts, with httle ‘
of the original fabric remammg Groups of exposed yarns were buttonholed over needle -
woven with white or colored embroidery floss, re- grouped with knotted st:tches or
twisted around each other as in a leno weave. The empty squares, formed by the N
withdrawal of both'warp and weft yarns. were filled with.embrdidered w_hee'fs and_ spiders .
5.3.4 Braiding ’

Braiding was another popular and enduring embrmdery technnque The term#é%agis

e | 80

-

—-

Y

frf_-

to the material'used. and not to the process of maklng a tape Ogalvue states tggt braids

-

. weretused as tnmmmg of female dress-as well as for stay Iaces (18% Vol . p. 321) o

We/don\s Encyc/oped/a for Need/ework refers to the matenaLused in braudmg as ‘e -
costume braxd (h.d.. p. 75\ Caulfeuld and Saward concur that brardxng ‘was chuefly used for :
amtimacassars and mats (1882 P 189) Brauds were avallable na great varnety as
drscussed i sect«on 5.2.0n érochet and brard combmed SRR

The'embroidery techmque ca#led bra»dmg consnsted of sewmg thé braid. to the

e so

that the braldtvould remam flat A fme thl:ead matchmg the brand In coton " WBS'L séd, sQ -

.o

' that the stttchnng would be mconspscuous Th:s stltchmg was usually done along 1he center

»

. of the brand except in sharp curves whrch were stltched down on the outsude (de Dnllmont

1886 pp. 152 154 Caulfe;!d& Saward 1882 p. 39) ;,;1,:;

o

resses and ;ackets

Soutache or Russuan bratd was often used for brardmg on

- since it could easnly be machlre sntched along the center groove A spemal bra:dma S

------_--.— -----

rawnvvork were also. featured in other techmoues See

. 5,(

. . Al - - VoA - ., ® M n . " :
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g attachment was avaulable for sew:ng machmes in the early decades of the twentieth

century(Fullér 1917 p. 16) '_ ' A N

Frbm 19 12 on Coronatton braldwork appeared on the prlze hists. Contemporary

needle raft magazmes gave instructions for centerpieces and dress patterns with floral

and. rabesque des:gns outlmed in Coronation-braid. The embroiderer was advnsed to sew

the bBraid securely to the f‘abnc The braid was stntched wuth lnconsplcuous stitches
through the underside of the rolls and by couchmg stltches over the narrow parts sa that it

1
would not become undone in the.taundry (Brainerd & Armstrong Co.. 19 13. pp. 53-54).

8.3.5 Berlin Woolwork and Tapestry

Berlin woolwork was one of the earliest ernbroidery techmques on the
prizewinners’ lists and remained there till well lnto‘the firs‘tdeca‘de of the twentieth
century. It vt/as a type of canvas embroidery done with the aid of a pattern prunted on
pomt paper, a t;lpe of graph paper, of Wthh each square represented a. stltch lClabburn
1876 p. 29)."When these charts were marketed in 1804 the embroidery itself was not
“new. Before 1804 patterns were outlined and painted on the canvas to be embro:dered.

and the shading was left to the skill of the individual embroiderer. The printed and

4 - ’ . ) ] .
handpdinted charts, however, made it possible for anyone who mastered the simple cross

" sttchto produce a delicately shaded embroidery. Soon after the first charts were printed

by Philipson in Beriin, another printer, Carl Wittich,-recognizing their potential, started to

‘ \ ’ .. A\
produce them on a Ia\rge scale. Although these charts were expensive --- about 40 pounds
steriing (Caulfeild and Saward, 1882, p. 28)--- they were less costly than the painting of-

~ the canvasses, and had the added advantage of showing the customer in advance what the

finished project looke lie Bath, 1979, p. 201). _.

‘ The type of embl\oudery was not called Berlin woolwork until the soft Zephyr
wool, made in Germany from merino fleece became ava:lable in England {Caulfeild &
Saward, 1882 p 28; Bat 1879, p. 209). Since then the term Berlin woolwork became
almost synonymous with en\b. o:dery in the Enghsh language (MOFFIS 1962 Chap 2:
Warren 1976 p. 33)’ Berlm woolwork was introduced in. North Amerlca in the 18505 and.

there it remamed popular afte ¢ became less fash:onable n England (Morris, ibid.; Bath,

1979, p. 204;
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_The term Berlin woolwork disappears from the"prize Iists. after 1908. The term
tapestry whnch appeared on the lists since the la% 18905 remamns. Exammat:on of
contemporary manuais reveal that there was little dnfference between the two. The work
descr«bed by de Dilmontin 1886 and in We/don's Encyc/oped/a /or’Need/ework under
the heading Tapestry is very sumnlar to that described by Caulfenld an Saward as Berhn
‘woolwork. This suggests that wool embro:dery on canvas remained popular. and that only
the name had changed. Weldon's recognized that tapestry ts a weaving term,and called the
w'ork needlework tapestry (n.d.. p. 291). ) - ' |

| The stitches most often used m‘BerIm woolwork. and later tapestry embroidery
were the cross stutch and the tent stutch ‘The cross ststch was also called gros point, and _
+ the tent stltch petit point (Bath, 1979, p. 225 de Dullmont 1886, p. 291).8y. 1912, |
however . the terms did not refer to different stitches any more, but'to the size ’of the
canvas used. gros po/nt'referring to fent s‘titches worked on ¢oarse canvas and petit
point referring to tent stitches on fmelcanvas \("Wo'rnen's Institutes, 1912, p. 52). Bath' ; )
stated that gros po/rn refers to work on can:a,s with less t‘hah eight meshes per inch and
petit point to work on canvas with nrto're than sixteen meshes per inch (1979, P 174).

Other stitches were also used in Berlin woolwork. Around the 1850s the velvet '
stitch or plush stitch was introduced. This gave a textural effect to the work-. fhe loops of
the t/elvet stitch were often cut ahd shaoed to create three-dimensiona! details such as:fur_
on annmals robes. or feathers on btrds This' work was called ratsed Berltn woolwork

whule the embroadery wnthout velvet stntchmg was knownh as flat Berlm woolwork Both

- terms appeared on the prize Iusts n thxs survey

5.3.6 Mountlpeliick Embroidery

Mountmelltck embroidery was popular from the turn of the century although
there is a prizewinner for Mountmellick at the-the Regina f-arr in 1895. This embrondery
was a type of whitework, usually in floral. desugns worked in padded satln- outhne- i
feather stitches. French knots and a few other filling stttches These stttches were. :' .
selected to g:ve a strong texture to the floral desngns and also to have most of the |
- embrordery thread on the rlaht side of the work, Ieavmg a mmlmum of thread on the

wrong S|de (We/don s Encyc/oped/a for Need/ewark n. d p. 2 57)

N



ame varjed on the prize lists, being listed as "Mt. Mellick " and .
as "Mellickwork” The ‘9’%“

-
where 1t ornglnated lx b@’%s ctarted by Joanna Carter of the Society of Friends:. asa cottage

as rlamed after Mountmellick. near‘Waterfird In Ireland
mdustry as rehef for the pyor Some stated that this was around 1825 (Morrns 1962
Chap. 2 SWam 1882, p. 27), Clabburn stated around 1840 (1976 p. 176). while Warren
noted that.the work started to capture a market in 1 the 1830s (1976, p. 30). Mountmellick
' sold well for. s_ome"time,._but declined after the death of Mrs. Carter. The Industrial Society
of Mountmeélfick. establi'sr}ed n 1870, revived the industry somewhat (Swain, 1982, p.
37). Leisu/red ladies of the middle class made it a favome pastime in the 1880s (Warren-,
1976.p.30). . . a
. N
Orngunally the work was done thh fine kmttmd cotton on white jean (Need/ecraft

o Pract/ca/ Journa/ n.d.. #11, p. 3), which was an excellent choice for household goods

that had to be washe’ften Mountmellick work had a1y~p\al edging, whuch was’ kmtted
and then partially ravelled to form a fringe (ibid.. p. 12; We/dqn s Practical Shitling
Guide, n.d. lp 112). Neeolecraft magazines also-ad‘vised to uée silkk for the m‘orevdaihty

| articles wnth Mountmelhck work such as a tea cozy. Embroidery thread compames carried

special silk thread for Mountmellick work. ‘ o : .

5.3.7 Darned Net or Filet - .

Darned Net appeared on the prize hists from the 1890s on. There are-two types of
nets which were darned.- One is called filet, ,.and rxas square meshes, and the other has
round or hexagonal meshes. The latter net was commercnally made and darned with-simple ,‘
'geometrrc patterns for: ‘curtains and valances (Canadian Home Need/ework, 1908, pp.

.223-224).- or worked with small delicate designs to imitate lace (Caulfeild & Saward,
1882, p. 148): . |

IS ) .
Fllet was. often made by theneedleworker herself‘ but it was also commermally

L avaulable The riet was lashed to a:flannel covered wire frame to keep it taut durmg the

embroudery The desngn was formed by ﬂllmg the meshes with darning stitches or witha -~
' l_'hen or_clo,th stitch, _whxch resemble.d w_eavmg. Thus type of wo_rk was done in Europe ' -
© . from the,.Muddle Ages on. and was known as lacis. The Victorians however- n their

B e e et
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fondness for three dimensional effects and contrasts in texture, worked the net also with
lacy stitches such as the point d’ espr/r and with ralsed bars. and outlmed the mo\ﬁ'{wnth
heavier thread (Caulfeild & Saward/» 1882. pp. 233 243). This elaborate worf( is khown as.
Gutpure d’Art (Bath, 1979, p. 134). a term alsc appearing on the winners’ hsts:
5.3.8 Eyelet émbrotdery . A ‘ . A o |
Eyeiet embroidery. also'known as Broderie Anglaise Eglhish embroidery, Madeira
work-of Irish work, appeared on the prize lists from 1905 on.hcaulfeild and Saward stated
that the pattern of true Broderie, Anglaise consisted of holes of varying sizes, arranged in
geometrical or fioral motif‘s"(1882, p. 48). De Dilimont stated that the embroidery once
known as BrodervevAngIalse was at the time of writing called Madeira work (1886, p. 77}.
Clabburn stated there are only minor differences bet,ween Madeira work andgroderue
Anglalse (1976/ pp:41and 76)s
The Bramerd & Armstrong Co described eyelet embrondery as a whitework, In
which part of’ the desngn consisted of little round or oval holes. These holes were punched
with a stiletto or cut with fine scissor's, and overcast with embroidery cotton (1913, p.

26). It was used to decorate ladies underwear, shirtwaists, and delicate household finen.

539Apphqué ' . o ( L A
Appliqué appeared on the prize lists from the Iate 188Q9s on, throughOUt the

pernod under study. The term referred to the application of pve:ers of fabr»c Oon a .
background fabric. Caulfeild and Saward favored the use of veLvets and silks for apphque
“laying one handsome material on another (1882 p. 9). They recommended that the velvet

" and silk pieces were backed by pastmg them onto linen before applymg the,m onto another -
rich fabruc A gold or silk cord was couched along the edges of the applled pleces to hnde »
the sewing stitches (1882, pp. 9-10). De Dillmont recommended the use of one or more .

- rows of chain statches to finish the edges ( 1886 p 203). Llnen apphqué did not need a
backlng The pieces were sewn on the fabric and finished with feather- or buttqnhole . . -
stltches to ‘hide the tackings (lbxd pp. 9- 10‘ The Iatter type of apphqué appears also in

the needlecraft magazines of the early twentleth century (Cort/ce/// Home Need/ework
N 2 X ‘L? » s .
o



e

85

January, 1909, pp. 16-20)"

LY ‘ S B

5.3.10 Crewel Embroidery and Kensington Art Work

:_ . Crewel embroidery appeared on the prize lists from the late 1880s till the turn of

-~

the century. At one time the term crewel embroidery meant snmpl;i embroider):‘wrth
crewel! , which was a fine worsted or woolien embroidery thread (We/don’s Encyclopedia
of Needlework, n.d., p. 3%3) In the‘late 18th century the term became associated with a
ty‘pe of free embroidery adapted from 17th century wool embroidery (Masters,. 1901, p. -
17); | -
The Art Needlecraft Movement started this revival. The 17th century bedhanglngs
dtsplayed in the newly opened South KenSmgton Museum (later called the Victoriaand =,
Albert Museum) msplred members of the Arts and Crafts movement to develop whattwas; -
called Jacobean embroidery. This was taught in centers such as the Kensmgton School of
Art Needlework, and became known as crewel embroldery lClabburn 1976, p. 71, Bath
1979, P. 125) Careful observation of needlework descriptions in early twentueth century
. publlcatlons revealed that Kensmgton art needlework and art needlework was worked n,
silk floss instead of wool.»Worked in softly muted, almost sombre, col,ors these ‘
emoroiderles were stitched. predominantly with a subtle variation of the‘ﬁ\stem stitch, wh.i’ch{;,
became better known as tne crewel stitch andas the Kensington stitch Na’sters l90i. p. |

4

22.).

5.3.11 Arrasene Embrdidery and Chenille Embroidery o
Arrasene embroidery and chémlle embroidery appeared on the prlze lrsts from
the 18805 till the turn of the century. Arrasene was also spelled * arraScene or "arasine”.

‘ Both chenilie and arrasene were tufted yarns,éade of wool or silk They resembled hairy
caterpillars, tf which the term chenille refers. There were two types of chemlle threads.
One was fine ahd soft and used as embrondery floss. The other was stuffened wuth a wire, ,
and was couched on fabric, ‘or used as embroldery fioss on large meshed canvas or a

perfo. ated cards lCaulfelld & Saward, 1882 p €5). Cau'feild ané Saward stated that

e — .- —————-———

‘See~section. 5.3.24 for the use ‘of aopllque in another type of embro:dery and
section 5. 13 for ‘the its use in.quilting.
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arrasene work was a recent invention at the time of writing, whale chenille work was a -
rev:val of a French eighteenth century court fashnon (1882, p 14), but did not explain the
exact dufference between the two. Cherulle or arrasene added texture to embroidery,
canvas work as well as free embroidery. Because the chenille or arrasene thr‘_eads could -
easily be damaged by 'abrasion or friction, it was used mostly to decorate port\i\éres,‘ which
were a type of curtains hanging across a doorway, curtains, or valanc.os,,:,whiéh‘xwere not
rubbed very often (Morris, 1962. p. 161; Caulfeild & Saward, 1882, p. 14).

.

- 5.3.12 Ribbonwork L

Ribbon work appears on the orize lists also as Rococo work armd Ghinese
ribbonwork. It becam’é fashionable in England in the 1870s (Clabburn, 1956, p. 243). The
iarm can refer to severgl techniques. One was tr}e use of very narrow ribbons, less than
an eighth to one quarter inch, as an embroidery thread. It was used in rococo inspired
designs, s{u.ch an§"oouquets of _flow;rs tied with ribbons. or flowerbaskets (Morris. 1962,
p..162). Another technique was to couch the ribbon into loops forming petals; The third -

.tachnique::sed a fairly wide ribbon. gathered along one edge, forming three-dimensional

flower shapes stitched onto the fabric (Fales, 1917, pp. 476-478; Nlorl is, 1962, p. 168:
Clabburn, 1976, p. 243).

5.3.13 Hardanger Embro:dery RS o ’ {
Hardanger or. Norweglan embroidery appeared on the préze lists after 1805. Itis

a c0unted thread cutwork techmque developed in the Hardanger district in Noryvay Its

main characterlstlc is the kloster block with which designs are builg up. Each k/oster b/ock |

consusts of four satin'stitches worked over four threads of acoarse linen. These units

4 .were arranged in geometrnc motifs such’as squares or dlamonds wh:ch were cut and

' fgﬂed with simple l’ace stitCRes or drawn thread stitches (Clabburn 1876, p. 126:4e -

Dillmont, 1886 PP 149- 1 0: Home Need/ewoﬁk 1914, #6 p nyL )

! See sectnons EI>3 14" md 45 324 for discussions of other cutwork techmques

"*u .
LT

o ¢



5.3.14 Hedebo Embroidery . R I &

3
’

Hedebo embroidery appeared on the prize lists from 1911 on, The spelling varies
from "hedibo [sic])” to the proper Darish spelhng hea’ebosygn/ng (Calgary 191 1) The
technique is a cutwork developed by the peasants on the heath west of Copenhagen.
According to Every Woman's Encyc/oped/'e it was developed from a type of eighteenth
‘century whitework with small souares of drawn thread work into a cutwork v:nth large ‘
squares and circles and little v‘hitework in the middle of the |9th century. The work was . ?
fashionable in Copenhagen and the rest of Denmark ill the’ 1870s. when 1t declmed The
efforts of revuval societies made it popular agam in the capitals of Europe as well as in .
Denmark. The cut-outs became fsma!l_er after _thec 1870s. but more varigd in shape half
moons, hearts, ovals and teardrops vyere fuu;ljled with a variety of motifs my lace stitches
(1810, Vol. vV, p. 3495). Thns was the type of work described in the Home Need/ecra/r
Magazine of January 19 15 and the Need/ecra/t Pract/ca/ Jou'rna/* # 52. De Dillmont
|l|ustrated her dnscussmn oh Hedebo W|th an earlier type featunng series of small square

¢

cut-outs fulled with drawn thread work (1886 pp 81- 83) .

5.3.15 Monogrén‘rﬁ‘mbroudery ancﬂnmals ‘
‘ Monogram embrondery or mmals were usually worked on guest towels in the
competltuons of the fairs. Contemporary manuals strongly recommended the embr0|dery
“of monograms or initials on table and bed linen. There was a great'variety of lettering to
choose from. The techmque for the embrondery Q,f the letters was usually lnmsted to the
padded satin stitch, because this. was resrstant to frequent laundering. Outline stitching!®
fllled with French knots was also recommended (Masters 1901 pp. 23-24; Canadran
“Home Need/ework 1909 #3, p 236) -
&
5.3.16 Cross Stltch and Russian Cross Stltch
Cross stttch appeared on the pr:zewmners Ilsts from the turn of the century on

The terms cross _stitch and Berlm woolwork and cross stltch on canvas” were featured S

on the i:stsbefore 1900 suggestmg that cross stltchmg at that time was s'ull s;m:lar to

- et

ee secuon 5.3.13 and B 324 for the dusc:ussmns of other . types of
cStwork - identified in this survey. :
/i See section’ 532 T \
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Beriin wnolwork Since the introduction of Russian embroidery. cross stitch was also
used/on«lﬂen and other closely woven fabrics. .

The term Russian cross stitch appeared on the hsts from 1903 on. Traditional
Russian patterns on starnped l}qeuWu:e lntroduced in London and other European capitals
by the Broderie Russe Company in the 1.880s lCIabburn 1976, p. 230). Cross stitches -
were most often used for such patterns. ln~comblnatlon with the Holbein stitch. lThe
Holbein stitch is a combindtion of baclgstlitchlng and half cross stitching, to form outlines
compatible with the squared of f motifs of cross stitching. Simitar patterns were later
ernbroidered on fabrics-of which the yarns could be easily counted. such as Java canvas
{Morris, 1962, pp. 30- 3 1). To ensure that the stitches were perfectly square onglosely
wpven fabrics, a piece of canvas was tacked on the fabric. The motlfs were Cross

stitched over the canvas yarns and through the fabric underneath. When the motif was

complete, the canvas yarns were wrthdrawn °

5.3.17 Wallachian Embroldery

Wallachlan embrondery appeared on the prize lists around 1909. it is not qunte
clear what techmque the term referred to, besause there were two dif ferent descrlptjons
with the same name. De‘DilImont described a type of c.utwork while'themanual published
by Brainerd and Armstrong described solid button hole stitching ' worked from the mndrub

in leaves, and from the center in round forms” (1903, p. 20).

5.3. 18 Bulganan Embrondery
Bulgarian embroudery appeared on the prlze llsts from the: late 18905 on. Inspired

by Bulgarian peasant embroideries, it- became popular in North America un the 1890s l
“{Clabburn, 1976, p. 4 ). Descrlptlons of Bulgarlan embroidery vary. Caulfeild and Saward
stated that the work resembled bands of closely woven silk brocade and that the stitch
, ‘resembled closely worked buttonhole stitches (1882 p. 55). De Dlllmont called the stltch
an oblique slave stltch l1886 pp. . 133- 135) Manuals of the early twentleth century
described Bulgarian stltchlng as parallel rows of outhne stitches!, formmg a border

| (Bralnerd&A;mstrong 1903 p 28; Fales 1917 p 4586). An earher manual by Bramerd

rmrecmscesmare—e.

- VSee sectlon 5 32 fo— a descrlptlon of outllne smchmg
_ ; ° : .

]
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and Armstrong stated that Bulgarian embroidery was;'"f?ﬁharactenzed by a black outline

around every form and cqjor in the design (1903, y 28).
i

>

-

5.3.19 Huckaback Embraidery :

-

Fjuc!caback erpbroidery and huckab.ack work appear on the prize lists from the
late I?Os: Ogilvie defines huckabaok as a "kind of linen cloth with raised figures. \
something like damask, used for tablecloths or towels” (1898, Vol. IV, p. 533). Later
definitions describe huckaback as an “absorbant durable cotton., linen or cotton/hnen blend
fabric’with a textured weaver" (Webster, 1976, p.. 1098). Huckaback embroidery todk
advantage of the partucular weave by stitching running stitches aTong the fabric. p:ckung up

the floats thh the embroudery yarns (Clabburn 1876. p. 135, Nonotuck Silk Co.. 1889,
pp. 13-17).

5.3.20 Shadow Embrondery

Shadpw embrondery appeared on the prize lists from 1907 on. Shadow work 1S
defined by the Women S lnst:tute as close herrmg bone stitchmg done on the wrong side
of a sheer fabrnc SO that the desvgn on the right side is outlined in what appears to be back
stitches. and filled with the color of the embronderry yarn, muted by that of the fabric
(1912, p. 45). '

S

5.3.21 Punchwork o

Punchwork‘app'eared on the prizewinners' lists from 1812 on. It was also k,nown_‘»

as Rhodes work. It was a pulled embroidery“ in &hich h'oles are formed by puliing the ,

yarns of the fabnc together rather than by pulling the yarns out. Brainerd and Armstrong i

explain that the work appears hke Tittle squares of materaal bound by each sude by a stitch” -

‘ (19 13 p 41)and that it was often ased to forfn a background for a demgn worked in
outlme* or chaunstni’ch (1913, pp. 32-34). We{don sE ncyc/0ped/a of Need/ework stated

— —

that the punch stvtch;s also used to ;om lace. neatly to fabric (n.d., pp 405- 412)

..................

1See Sectlon 533 '
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'5.3.23 ltalian Refief Embroidery

5.3.22 Jewe! Embroidery
Jewel embro;dery appeared sporadxcally on the prize hists from 1898 on. The .

term jewelor spangle wotk appeared on the 1895 pruzewnnners hsts of Regma. Two
different descrupt:o;\s of the work were found. Morris stated that imitation jewels and ™ |
'sequins (spangles} wereg u\se\d for arich effect in silk work (1962, p. 163). Clabfurn stated

) ™~
that embroidery with a 2-ply rayon embroidery thread was called Jewel embroidery. This

- -
ey

rayon embroidery thread was known in England as Star Sytko and in North Ame{;jcawas‘
jews! embroidery thread (1,'976,“p. 68 and p. 147). Brainerd and Armstrong explained
that jewel embroidery was worked in embroidery thread only. the color chosen to match j
that of well-'known gems. and that dot motifs, indicating “jewels” were ‘worked in heavily
padded stitches (1903, p. 28).

Apparently both types of jewe].embrender‘y,were— current in the period under

study. The category jewel embroidery on the winners list of the 190‘9 Calgary fair had the

,remark: “no prizes awarded, ho jewels”. This suggested that the competitors handed in -

work according to Armstrong and Brainerd's deécription, while the judges expected the - -

work described by Morris..

-.

~

Italtan relief embroidery, which was alsb called medieval work. appeareq on the
prizewinners’ lists between 1910 ar)d‘19 14. It was a needlelace technique in which the |
motifs, usually flower petals, were formed by buttonhole stitches. The petals were
attached on the fabrnc at the base and tup only it was mainly used’ on household linen

(Women’ s, Institutes; 1912, P- ‘44). 7 ~

503.24 Roman Embroidery and Venetian Ladder Work .

_ “Roman embroidery, also kniown as Roman cutwork, Strasbourg work‘= and ‘
Venenan work orcutwork appeared on the prlze hsts from 1 907 on with one. exceptuon
Regma 1894 It was a type of cutwork in whnch the outlme of the motffs were closely

embrondered with buttonhole stltches Once the outlmes were buttonholed the fabrlc '
&

,between the stitches was carefully cut away. and the resultmg spaces between the motufs

filled with buttonnoled bars and few Iace smches (Clabburn 1976 p 227: Caulfe»ld &

-~-



' magazines show the more simple work as described by Clabburn,
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Saward. 1882, p. 426, Need/e and Brush . 1889. pp. 18-23). The Gicl’s Own Annual .

}911‘p.57). | s . ‘ ‘

A variation of Roman cutWork was Ve‘neti\an ladder work (Saskatoon 1812} In

this work the cut out areas were rather elongated and divided by buttonholed bars, like
rungs.of a Iadder (The Girl’s Own Annual, 19{1 pp 376- 7)"

.8

5.3.25 Freqch/Embroidery - ) ' 9

French embroidery appeared on the prizewinners: Iists in 1814, The work
consisted of raised satin- and stem stitches, often combined with small eyelets (Clabburn, i
19?6, p. 1.12). Morris stated that the work was similar to Ayrshire work, which also

featured cutwork Wwith whitework (1962, pp. 169-170). Wustrations in contemporary
N X

-

- 5.3.26 Rambler Rose

e

Rambler rose or rambling rose was featured on the prize lists since 1913. its

main characteristic was a three-dinwensiona1 rose motif. The heart of the rose was worked

with straight stitches going across from outiine to outline, until the center was: built up to

almost three sixteenth of a;nch in height.'An alternative method was to bu:ld the center
up w«th French knots. The petals of “the rose were formed by closely worked outline

| stitches. erowding over each other and buuldlng up in‘height as they went around and
around the center. Gradually the stitches were worked less closely SO that the outer petals

of the rose were flat on the fabric (Brainerd & Armstrong, 1913, p. 44; Women's

Institutes, 1912, p..16).

5.3, 27 Merezhka

’

A number of techmques appeared only occasnonally on the pnze Ilst often no

| more thaﬁ once One such technuque is mereshg whuch was found on the wunners hst of

the 1913 Regma fair, and the pnze lists of Calgary from 1908 De D:Hmor\«.descrnbed it as’
a drawn threadwork from Ukralman orlgm in whuch only one set of yarns is removec}

ffrom the fabric at regulaf mtervals and then Worked wuth drawn fabnc stltches to (form

..................

B ,See‘ sections 5.3.13 and 5'.3‘:14 fo‘r’ descriptions of- o;hef ‘”type;cof "c'u'twhork

——

N / . . » . 5 “ ,



geometncal des:gns 61886 pp 535 b38; Nancy Ruryk stated that tHere are two types of

merezhka, both drawn fabnc fabrjc technaques One, merezhka pratmv” ka’ featurlng fagot
stutches and the other, merezhka zat/ahanka featurnng Algernan eyetﬁets a“d eyelets made

e

-with buttonhole stitches (1958, pp 45-48pt. o .
5.3.28 Flsh Scale Embrotdery

Flsh scale embrondery was awarded a prlze at the- 1896 Medncme Hat fair.

Q‘ -

Caulfeild and Saward recommended to soak the scales of freshly caught fish, till they
were soft and pliable, and then pierce two holes in each of them, so that they could be
sewn-onto a fabric. The scales could be painted if color was desirable. Fish scales were
 used to give a textured effect n motnfs such as flower petals; butterfly wings or to. .
o suggest featﬁers on blrds Chemlle braid and gold thread were often-used with fish scale
" embroidery (Caulfieild & Saward, 1882, . pp- 207-208, Morris, 1962 p. 162).

5.3.29 Etchmg Embroudery .

(1,

Etchlng embroidery\yyas awarded a prize at the 19(11 Regma fair. The embroidery
trled to imitate engravmgs by,strtchung fme black thread on white or cream colored satin.
Sometlmes the fabric was pamted with a thm grey or black wash to avoid too much
stitching in the darker areas Etchmg was a revival of pnntwork whnch was popular in the

,.early nineteenth century A d:splay of embroxdernes by the Sw;ss F V. Tanner at the

_ Exhlbntuon of 1851 revived general interest m the technigue (Caulfeild & Saward 18_82

pp 199-201; Nlorrus 1962, p. 165; Bath, 1979 P- 231). ‘ ‘}'-@"
5.3.30 Seedwork | |
Apruze for seedwork was awarded at the Lethbrndge 1913fa|r Seeds of . N

pumpkms meions, squas holhhocks hemiock and CUcumbers wer used w gnve te‘xture
to embrondery The seeds wqre often used,m combinatuon wnth other textured matenal
' _such as chenulle (Caulfenld & Saward 1882 p 441 Clabburn 1976 P. 166) Seeds were
| also used in fringes, tassals bracelets necklets in combmatuon thh beads ot mstead of

‘beads (Ca%ﬂd&Saward 1882 p. 443 Every WomansEncyc/ooed/a 1910 Vol Ill p

e See section 533 for: descnpt:ons of drawn work and pulled work

i
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: 5 3.34 Mexlcan Ngedle Work
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2206, and Vol. IV, pp. 2444-45). T . ;

5 331 Gold Embro:dery . .

<4

-

Gold embrordery was on the Lethbrndge prrze lists in the early years of the 1900s.

The term referred to all types of: embrondery wuth gold and othgr yellow metallic thread ¢

. was often worked for ecclesiastical or heraldic purposes. Bullion embroidery, for which
<

a prtze was awarded at the 1895 Regma fair, was a special type of gold embroidery. The
goid thread used, the bulhon was really a tight splral easily drawn out of shape. Caulfeid
“and Saward instructed the embroxderer to cut the bullion in pieces of the requvred '
‘length,to psck them up and to put them in place with a beading needle, rather than handie

. the bullion with the fungers The bullion was couched on the fabric with a thnck yellow silk
thread If the motif was ransed the bullnon could be shghtly stretched to cover the paddmg

smoothly Bulllon was available in several fmashes one was smooth, a secohd had arough

.
s

_ finish, and 4 thfrd had a checkered surface which gave an espec:ally brught effect to the

Oy

Y ) P : s

work (Caulfenld & Saward, 1882 p. 155).

5.3.32 Tinsel Work

<

Another embroudery with a metalhc thread was tmsel work. A white metallic thread ‘

-was used. Ttnsel work appears only once (EdmontOn 1886)

-

.

5333Smockmg : ) : S e s

-

Smockmg appears only onthe 1913 prlzewmners list of Medicing at This .

' embrmdery controls the fuliness of a, brlc_ decorating it at the ,same,tume. Itis general '

‘knowledge that,smockgng was‘part of the traditional costume of the English farmer. it -
appears also on the women’s blogises of Hungarian co_stume (de Dillmont, 1 886. p. 137).
o '?
A prlze was awarded for Mexlcan needle work in Medlcme Hat m 1891 Two B
dnfferent descrlptuons were found under the name. Mexxcan work Caulfwld and Saward o

descrlbed a type of apphqué under that name (1882 p 345) whvle the mstruct:ons and o

ks
]

||lustrat:ons .of de Dmmont lndncate a comphcated type of drawn threadwork ( 1886 pp. L
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5‘.3.35 Other Téchni&ues, Unknown
S\fvedish embroidery ;ppéars on the 191 (wmners' list of Saskatooﬁ. The
researclier has not béen ‘able to determine which technique or what type of embroidery
was given that name. Otﬁer obscure terms are block stitch (Lethbridge. 1914), drop

stitch (Medicine Hat, 1904), and repoussé with embroidery. .
7 T . :

- . .

ve

5.3.36“Sumniary

As shown on table 5.4 émbrc:;ldery was feafured in all selected fairs. The highest
number of embroidery categoraes were found in Regina (19%), followed by Calgary (17%],
Medicine Hat {15%). Edmonton {142 o) and Saskatoon (10%). Before 1887 the average
number of emt;\roidery categories per fair was between two an‘;r From 1888 to
1806 the ;nnual num?er of cate‘gonﬂes fluctuated between five and 24 in Calgary.
Medicine 4@% and Regina. but between two and seven in other fairs (Edmonton, Battleford,
Prince Albert and Saskatoon).’ The year-1 885 was exceptional; there were 32 embroidery
categories at three fairs, but 32 of them were at tﬁe Territorial Fair in Regina. From 1907
on. the average number of categories per annual fair continued to fluctuate. but increased
_especially in Edmonton, Calgary. Regina and Saskatoon. More than 10% of all embroidery
categories in this sufvey were featured in 1815, -

. More than 7 1% {1507) o/_f all 2136 émbroidery cat‘egories in this survey did not
indicate a spécifac item ﬁfoduced. (h)f“the ,6;29; bategbrnes wﬁ_»ch mgie"ated an item, there
were 80 centerpieces, 68 sofa cu"shion§,'67“*te:acloths, 50 tfay clo{hs, 31 shirtvs;aists, 29
pairs of,slippers. and 29 sideSoard'sc‘aAr\'/es; 26 piliow shams, 23 pincushions, 21tea
coseys; 20 sets of table hrren and nine ﬁapkms 18 doilies, 17 pncture frames, 15 collars,
13 handkerchuefs eleven sets of lnngerle and eight p|l|owslup§ There was also alarge
variety of |tems which were featured Iess often: chnld 5 dresses aprons, mghtgowns
3 shawls, handbags. bedspreads Iaundry bags workbags yokes lambrequms table mats,’

toﬂet sets a motto a foot stool F:] coax a chanr cover. and an. ottoman
. ;;_‘___‘L,_-, —
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..................

For other de§chptnons of applnque iee also ' secnon 5 3 3 .
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blank space = ‘no fair or data -unavailable

4

no embroidery

Number of embroidery categories at selected farrs
Year Ed Ca Le MH  RD Re M Sa Ba PA Yo T
1879 02 002
1882 04 004
1883 05 ' 005
1884 05 04 009
1885 03 06 o1 010
1886 04 06 06 - 01 017
1887 05 04 01 04 02 0% 01 022
1888 07 14 06 02 05 02 036
1889 02 08 09 05 02 03 O , 030
1890 04 10 12 05 01 03 01 036
1891 02 11 14 05 03 -~ 035
1892 04 07 12 01 17 02 01 , 044
1833 06 10 24 02 -- 042
1894 04 11 03 07 - 02 o1 028
1895 03 32 o1 036
1896 ‘ 10 - 01 01 012
1897 01 1% 02 , 0.1 019
1898 02 15 01 018
1899 04, 22 11 oy - 02 040
1900 03 03 13 11 01 02 02 o1 036
1901 09 10 04 14 14 - 01 01 09 062
18902 07 14 05 12 : 08 - 01 02 01 10 060
1903 12 03 03 08 . 03 02 06 01 04 042
1904 12 11 05 14 05 11 02 02 07 08 077
1905 15 01 07 14 05 09 02 06 05 064
1906 12 05 07 10 05 06 04 02 03 06 060
1807 10 - 09 05 20 1" 07 02 12 04 080
1808 46 = 07 21 10 13 14 06 05 122
1809 - 38 14 a0 09 15 08 094
1910 39 11 12 123 - 091
1911 12 14 39 33 02 05 11
1912 37 44 39 12 34 36 o 209
1913 38 -- 05 33 13 40 12 07 148
1814 44 40 16 19 12 29 34 18 212
1815 49 39 -- 12 39 51 10 22 222
Total 305 374 152 331 988, 407 215 90 40 123 2135

,.

Note: , . ‘
Ed = Edmonton Ca = Calgary Le = Lethbridge
MH = Medicine Hat . RBRD = Red Deer PA = Prince ‘Albert
'Sa = Saskatoon “* 'Re = Regina Ba .= the Battlefords —
Yo = Yorkton T = Total - =
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Table*5.5 Numbeér of harwork categortes at selected fairs

‘ . T SN
Year Edmonton Regm? “»f .
1882 ' 1
1883 . 1
1894 ' 1 _
1895 . . ]
1899 ‘ »

Note only these two fairs featured hairwork.
blank space = no far held, or data unavailable

5.4 Hairwork

Ogilvie defines hairwork as "fanl:ywork, working hair into ornaments such as
bracelets, lockets and pictures” ( 1898, Vbl..lv, p. 453). Caulfeild and'S%ward describe
hairwork as a fine knitwork, jn which hair 1s twisted around a silvenl or Yinen thread, or as a
knotting or plaiting with hair. They state that most of this sort of work was found in
brooches (1882, p. 248). Mar jory Henderson and Elizabeth Wilkinson &;ges-’( that the
popularify of this WOfk |ﬁ the 19th century was connected with the cun‘of mourﬁing and
Queen Victoria's long and "aemonstr_ative bereavement” (1877, p.‘ \1"4‘9). While Caulfeild
and Saward stated that hairwork Was only found in Eng!arnd at the the tihje of writing. J.K. -
Richards ménuons‘ it be;rfg' occastonally made as private keepsakes in Alberta (Caulflel& &
Saward 1882, p. 248 and J.K Richards (Green (Ed.), 1967, p. 198).

- Hairwork with the hair of a relative or friend was usually undertaken for its
%entnmental value. and involved smail personal objects Su(:%:h as lockets, brooches, with
sictures formed with human Hair, or bracelets and watch ‘cHéiné,, in which the hair was
plaited (Greeri, 1983, p. 170). | ' |

Only five hairwork categories' (or 0.1% of all cétegorites)_ were tabulated\(\s shown

in table 5.5 it was featured pfior to 1800 in Edmonton and Re'gina'only.
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Table 5.6 Number of homemade fiower celegornes at selected farrs

1915 - - Co-

Year Ed Ca . Re Ba

1879 2

1889 - - - 1 -

1891 - S 2

1892 i L : -

1906 - - 1 - -

1907 - 1 -

1913 - . - 1
| 1

Note oniy the following fairs featured homemade flowers

Ed = Edmonton Re = Regina

La = Calgary Ba = The Battiefords.
-- = no homemade flowers featured. : )
blank space = no far or data unavailable.

5.5 Homehede Flowers

Homemade flowers are not defined by Webster or Ogilvie. but Caul‘feiild and

Saward state that there were several ways to make flowers from yarn. Wool coutd be

wound around wire or wood, to make flower shapes; or the flowers could be made from

Ioopvs of yarn. cut and combed out. with a iittie gum applied to prevent the fibers from
. ¥ .

shipping out 11882 p 86! Woolwork flowers were made into bouquets. to be putona

o flowers of cloth, paper and wax,

~ stand under a glass dome (Clabburn, 1976, p. 285), and to decorate tablemats and

centerpieces (Morris, 1962, p. 159). Not only wool flowers appeared on the prize hsts

~ Homemade flowers ac¢ount for on’ly 1. 7%“0) of all categories. As shown by

table 5.6 homemade flowers from yarn or fabric were only occasnonally featu%ed and

only in Edmonton Regma Calgary and in the Battlefords
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5.6 Knitting

Knitting in Webster s third definition i1s defined as forming a “fabric or garr'nem by
interlacing of yarn or yarns into series of connected loops by hand or machine and
needles” {1976, p.l 1240). Emery defines knitting in its simplest form-as “consisting of
successive rows of running open loops. each loop engaging the corresponding one in the
previous row and being in turn engaged by the corresponding one in the following row.
The alignment of the loops and the interconnection is vertical” (1980, p. 40).

De Dillmont stated that knitting was mainly used for the production of stockings

(1886, p. 42). A large number of categories for knitted socks and stockingé was featured |

" in the prize lists, respectively 228 and 197, which was surpassed by the number of mitts

f286). Each agracultural fair in this study featured at least one, if ?\Pt»rnore, category of /
knitted stockings. Among the 822 knitting categories were also ten categories stating a
choice between socks and‘ stockings. In Prince Albert and Edmonton a distinction was
made between sfockings of-homespun and of commercially hade yarn.

These fmdmgs confirm the |mpressvon gained by reading the JOurnaIs Ietters and
memoires of pioneer wives. Most of them mention thenr fammes need for warm hand-
and footwear for the winter, and the desirability of having them produced at home. Home
produetion prevented the spending of cash, which the family either did not have or had
earmarked for a major purchase such as land or farm equ:pment (Fairbanks & Sundberg, g

1983. p 81.; Jackel (Ed.). 1982, p. 223; Sykes, 1910, p. 8. Homespun wool had the

- additional advantages of softness, warmth, and if treated properly water repeliency

(Lambert, 1979).

Homespun socks (179) and stockings {159) remained on the prize lists well into the

firjt decade of the 20th century. Categories for silk and cotton stockings appeared :

shortly after'the turn of he century. There were also categories for ribbed stockings,

. men s. women's, and children’s stockings. There were 217 mittens tabujated, in

categorlas for men women children, plaln and fancy and occas»onally of silk. The term

: ', woolan cuffs were featured 14 times, espemally in the 18805 This term could refer to

. mtttens as well. since lt was tradmonally used.in Nova Scotla for mittens (Pocius. 19786, p.

’23).
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Terms referr:ng.to knitting in gen-eral vgere also num_erous, the phrase “fancy '
_knitung’ appearing most often. This could refer to knitting with several colored strands. or
wm% lace §:_|1ches. Other generai terms referred to tne type of frger used- "knming n
vvocrl"‘"rn c‘onon’, -in silk”, “and once "-in wool and cotton and silk” (Edmonton 1912).
> Not all stocknngs were hand made. Lovnsa MacDougaIl wrote as early as. 1880 to

2,

_her mother that she had met a Mrs. Henderson in Edmonton who had a knitting fnachine,
: ®

'and that ghe had given Mrs. Henderson some yarn to make her (Lovisa) a pair of stockxngs
(McCrum (Ed.). 1978, p. 54) In the descriptions of the industrial exhibits of the fair in
o) wCalgary'the work of the knitting machines of a Mfs. Leishman (1890) and Mrs. Shaw

’ {1894) were mentioned (The Calgary Herald, October 15, 1830 and- July 14&1 894).
| ﬂ Other kn_;;*ted items such as gloves and counterpanes (or~'quH¥-§ orfcomf:orters)
‘were featured respectively 39 and 53 times in all selected communities fro‘m‘_th’e‘ 1880s
on. Baby booties, infant vests and sweaters appear on the lists aroung the turn of.the
century. Knitted underwear was featured in some communities, maznly in the 1830 s.
Knitted doilies and tablemats appeared sporadically on the lists. The knined.ba'thtowe‘!,'
which was awarded a prize in Saskatoon (1896), is unique. B

Of the 822 knitting bategories in this'survey, 164 did not indicate a specific item. .

b

Apart from the items aiready mentioned in this discussion there wete knitted shawls.

slippers. baby bonnets. baby jackets, sweaters. jackets. afghans. tablemats. .skirts, and
insertions for traycloths, teacloths and tablecovers. | . - |

As shown in table 5. 7‘knimng was featured most often in Regina (almost 20%]),
followed by Calgary (15%), Edmonton (13%) and Saskatoon {10%}. Knitting with homespun
yarn was only feat_ured in Edmonton and Prince Albert. If knitting homespun is taken into
consideration (see table 5.8). Regina remains foremost in knitting categories (18%), but - e
Calgary ranks third (14%) after Edmonto)n (15%). Prince Albert is in fourth place with 10%
of all knitfing categorie‘s.. Red Deer and Lethbridge had the least number of knitfiné
categories. 5% each. '\ o ' | ‘ |

Before 1897 the average number of kmttung categones per annual fair fluctuated

“y’between two in 1883, and eight in 1886 and 1888 This included knitted homespun

“categor:es Betwee;a 1897 and 1908 the average number of kmttmg categories-

aecreased, whrle contnnumg to fluctuate From 1908 tilt 19 1 5 the average number of



Table 5.7 Number of kmtting categories at .selected .fars

PA Yo
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Year Ed Ca Le MH RD Re  Saf Ba T
1882 04 : 04
1883 03 .o : 03
1884 04 08 3 .18
1885 - 08 10 4 .22
1886 04 05 03 2 6 \ 26
1887 0% 05 2 08 2 3 3 28
1888 07 07 10 7 3, 5 39
1888 ‘05 10 4 07 5 3 5 39
1880 06 07 4 R 5 3 5 | 41
1891 04 06 4 03 3 - 26
1892 04 05 3 01 08 4 - 3 28
1893 06 -- 5 08 ~ 7 4 30
1894 06 4 04 06 5 3 - 28.
1895 07 : 05 -2 14
1896 5 6 (" 8 2 21
1897 04 5 3 3 15
‘} 1888 03 5 3 1
1899 03 5. 04 . 6 4 224
1900 01 02 2 .. 04 3 1 a 17,
1901 03 04 02 5 01 - 3 4 8 30
1902 02 03 -- 6 -- 5 2 4 7 29 .
1803 02 - 01 2 01 8 4 - 3 214
1904 03 03 01 3 2 07 8 2% 1 4 34
1908 01 . 02 3 7 05 3 2 - 1 24
1906 -- 01 02 3 3 05 2 3 3 3 28
1807 01 03 02 4 1 06 1 6 3 27
1908 - 06 02 1 4 04 5 3 25
1909 14 03 1 2 3 6. 29
1910 14 03 - 06 3 ‘ 26
1811 12 02 08 g 1 71 39
1912 05 12 . 12 04 07 1 7 48
1813 0S 04 9 06 08 6! ' 3 45
1914 11 " -- 7 04 11 1 I 48
1915 08 09 o6 09 7 3 O 43
. I
Total 118 138 _ 48 92 44 185 95 56 72 74 8922
. < . |
Note: o : ‘ J v
Ed = Edmonton Le = Lethbridge MH= Medicine Hat
Ca = Calgary "RD = Red Deer PAi: Prince Albert .
Sa = Saskatoon Re = Regina Ba= the Battlefords
Yo = Yorkton ‘T = Total . -

- blank "space

no fair, or dat‘a unavailable

== no_knitting

b
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Table 5.8 Number of categories of knitted homespun at selected farrs

Year : . Edmonton . ) P. Albert

p

1885
1886
1887 . id
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

1903 o , 3
1907 .
N

PbbbN

NWWHRNONWAR
-

pu—y

-- = knitted homespun not featured
% . blank space = no far or data unavailable

knitting categor:es increasedslightly_

In 1914 knitting was boosted by the general effort of the women in Alp'erta and
Saskatchewan‘to supply the Red Cross with socks, mitts, gloves, etc, (Falb'. 1585, o] o}
8- 1";0). The Reg/'aa Leader for Iinstance, published instructions for Red Cross khitting on
August b, 1915. The Edrnonton fair of that year featured a special category for Red Cross
knitting, which received 52 entries ( 7 he Edmonton Jounta/, August 12, 19 15).

As ment:erd in-the last paragraph of the discussion on crochet, several first .
prizes were awarded at four fairs from 1902 on. for categories stating a choice between

© crochet and knitting {e.g.. "jacket, knit or crochet’).
: e

ot

t Webster s second defmmon for lace is "an openwork fabruc with a ground. of

5 7 Lace Maklng i B

" mesh or n%t on whnch a pattern may be worked at the same ttme as t%le ground or applied

" later, and. whnch is made of thread by Ioopmg twnstmg or knottmg either by hand wnth a

/

. needle or bobbms or by machmery (1976.p 1260). Except for the al!owance for the
machnr;ery thrs definition reflects the tradmonal op:mon of lace experts such as Mrs

Pali:ser(1910) AM. Sha.p(1899, E Lerebure(19.{4z andA von Henneberg(19.ﬂ}
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Webster also adds' "similar fabric made by crochet, tatting. darning, embroidery, weaving.
or kmtting’ (ibid.). This addition reflects the opinion of the general public on lace. One can
not take for granted that the term lace in the prize lists meant that the entries were needle

>

\r.-éa,,”d bobbin made laces. g

The researcher found few references to Ia;e makihg in the writings by pic;neer
'women. Therese Gowanlock stated that she spent the winter of 1884 /5 making yards of
Iac;_e trim, which was later coﬁfiscated by her hastess when she was taken prisoner during
the Riel Rebellion (Zaremba (Ed.), 1974, p. 73). Later in her story Gowanlock fnentlonec;
the use of her crochet hook when making lace (ibid., p. 84), so that the lace was problably |
alacy érochet trim. In 1807 The Red Deer Advocate wrote that there was a “fad among
women 1o crochet their own laces for underwear trimming” (Juty, 12).

Eve gitional lace terms on the prize lists have to be approached with éare. The
term Honmﬁt{refers ;radmonally.to 8 bobbin lace of English origin. On the
-prize lists the researcher found the terms "Honiton or point face”, "Honiton r\weedle lace” and
“ideal Honiton". The term p\qint is traditionally re‘served for something stitched, a needle
lace or an embroidery. In the late 19th century lace terms were generally confusing, |
because/p/éint lace could refer to a fine bobbin lace (Jackson, 1800, p. 118). laces
rfeaturmg br:des or bars, or a tape lace (Earnshaw, 1880, p. 22).

The maknhg.of tape lace was a most popular pastime in the period under study. In
this type of needle lace, the outlines of tHe design were formed by tapes. which were
t/admonalvly woven or bobbined. This was effect:vely used in . 17th century Northern ltalian
altarcloths, since the tapes made the design stand out boldly, clearly visible at a_xdistance
(Bath, 1974, p. 77; Earnshaw, 1980, p. 46: Palliser, 1910, p. 50). In the 18th century
garments and household decorations were made of tape lace. Several types of tape’s wer%
available, each touted‘to' produce a distinétive type of lace. In the early 19005 there was a
duchssse tape for the productnon of duchesse lace (Corticel li Home Need/ewark
January 1807, P- 40), Cluny tape for Cluny lace (ibic., pp. 69 73) prmcess tape for
" prmcess lace {ibid., p. 52), Honiton braid-and ideal Homton braid for Homton lace and ideal
Honnto\nﬁ:e (Butterick Publnshmg Co., 1901 p. 69 Bath. 1874, p. 296) Itis hrghly likely

that the terms Duchesse lace”. "Cluny Iace and’ Homton lace” on the prlze hsts were tape

o

laces. \ o o - | S e
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i d ' The term most -frequently tfound on the prazev:inners' hmattenberg lace.
There were categories for Battenberg tablecloths. centerp‘:eces, dothies. handkerchiefs.
tea cozies, and collars. This was a tape lace, deveiope‘q by a Cénadlan woman, Sara Hadley.

N‘She insisted that Battenberg was different from other tape laces in that Ba’t‘tepberg had
buttonholed brides'v\vﬁh.picdts, while other laces had brides of merely twisted threads.
and that Battenberg featured spider needle fillings (Cortice//i Home Need/ework 1899
Vol. 4, pp. 321-23).

Teﬁeriffe or Brazilian poirit appeared on the prize lists’fror‘n the late I1830s on.

This is a type of needielace, which has its roots in Spanish drawn thread work. The mptsfs

of Teneriffe are made with the aid of its own frame.

Torchon appears on the 1912 Saskatoon winners' list. This is a simple bobbin lace.

i

~with which beémning lacemakers usually start, It s probable that the phrase “Torchon" o
the winners’ lists represents a real bobbin lace: The term knyp/ing appeared once. on the
1911 winners’ list of Calgary. This is the Danish term for bobbin lace in general.ﬁlt 1S higf;ly
{probable that this phrase refers to bobbin lace. _ P
Maltese lace referred tradmonally to a silk bobbin Iace orngmally from Malta. The

phrase appears on the prize lists from 19 12 on. By that»tfmé"pgpular needlecraft

magazines refer to hairpin croehet as Maltesg lace (Mode.

riscilia. 1916, February, p.
9.

fhe term Irish lace céﬁ refer to a humber of lace téchniques since Ireland is.rich in
lace traditions. Foremost is Irish crochat ?’already discussed under crochet The term can

also refer to Youghal pomt an adaptatton of 'I8th century Venetian needle lace, or o,

Limmerick lace, a de ﬁately embroidered-net, or.Carrlckmacross a technlque that

combined cutwork with appliqué on net. The last term also appears on the 19-10_Regina

prizewinners’ list. \ | h | ’
... . Asindicated by table 5.9 needie and bobbin lace was featured most often in
_Calgary (almost 20 % of all needle and bobbin lace categories). followed 'by Reginé (l7%)

,' ."vMedlcme Hat (15%), and Saskatoon( 12%). lt is the least featured in Prince Albert {1. 5%) and
the Batt\efordsM%) Calgary featured lace makmg categorues smce 1886 Medicine Hat

~

‘since 1890 and Regma from 1893 on.
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Table 5.9 Number of needle or bobbin lace categories at selected fairs

year Ed Ca Le MH RD Re Sa Ba PA Yo T

1886 - 01 - - - - 01
1888 - 02 - - - - 02
1889 - 02 - - - - 02
1890 - 02 2 - - - 04
1891 - 02 - - - -02
1892 - 01 - - - - 01
1893 - 1 1 - - 02
1894 - 1 - 1 - - - 02
1895 - - 1 - 01
1896 2 - - 02
1897 - 2 - - 02
1898 - a 1 05
1899 - 4 1 05
1800 - - 2 3 - - - 05
1901 - -- 1 4 4 1. - 10
1902 - 02 2 4 4 1 - 1 14
1903 3 -- 2 4 5 2 1 - 1 18
1804 3 06 4 4 1 2 - 1 1 l 23
1905 2 3 4 3 2 1 - - 16
1906 2 11 2 . -3 SR 3 1 2 1 ;27
1907 2 04 1 2 3 -2 - 14
1908 05 2 4 3 3 3 1 3 24
1909 06 3 1 3 1 3 17
1910 05 3 - ~ 2 3 : ‘ 13
1911 04 2 - , 5 .4 3 18
1912 5 04 - 2 5 9 . 3 31
1913 - ! 2 4 8 a4 2 22
1914 7 05 1 3 6 4 3 29
1815 3 0% - 2 6 7 3 2 28

Totsl 27 67 32 51 23 . 53 40 .13 05 23 340

Note:

Ed = Edmonton - Ca = Calgary Le = Lethbridge
MH = Medicine Hat . RD = Red Deer PA = Prince Albert
Sa = Saskatoon - Re = Regina - Ba =the Battlefords
Yo = Yorkton T = Total ' ’ : ®

-- = needle or bobbin lace not featured
blank space = no: fair or data unavailabie -

{




. - - ) ) -
/ | ¢ 105

’ 3

, N
Table 5.10 Number of general lace categories at selected fairs.

Year Ed Ca Le MH Re Sa Ba PA Yo T

1882 1 . 01

1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890

1892
1893
1894
18395
1896

1898 -
1899
1900
1901
1902

J 1903
1904
1905

1906 -
1907 -°¢
1908
1908
1910
1911
1912 3
1813 2
& 1914 4
- 1815 3
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149

N
(o]
w
(0]

Total 25 25 4 32 27

Note:
Ed

= Medicine Hat -~ -
-="Prince Albert
= the Battiefords

Edmonton Le = Lethbridge : . MH
Ca Calgary Re = Regina , P
Sa Sagkatoon Yo =- Yorkton B
T = Total - = no lace
3. blank space = no fair held. or data unavailable

v
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As indicated by table 5.10, Medicm:e Hat featured the most categories of lace in
general (22%). foliowed by Saskatoon (18%). Edmonton, Regina, and Calgary (17% eachi If
the two lace categories (needie and bobbin lace and lace in general)_a\re combined the

foremost community farr featuring lace 1s Medicine Ha{ £17%). followed by Reéina (16%)

Calgary {14%) and Saskatoon (aimost 14%

Needle and bobbin laces and laces in general,cofnbined account for 5.5% of all
categories in this suryey (needle ar}d bobbin Igfe for 4.5% and general lace for 1%). Before
1897 very few first prizes were awarded for lace making. In 1879, 1883 and 1887 there

© were no prizes, and in other ;ears‘before 1887 only one first prize per annval fair. 1889 ‘
was a peak year for lace ﬁaking because there were nine first prizes awarded fortboth
types of lace at only three fairs. From 1899 §>n., the average number of categories .
gradually increaséd from little more than one.category ~er annual fair n 1906, to six in
1815. Until 1897 there were more needle and bobbin face categories than general lace
categories. From 1898 on. the general laces were more numerous.'

Of the 430 needle ahd bobbin lace categories only'39 indicated a specific item. Of
the 149 general lace categories only 70 indicafed a specific iten There were 41 '
centerpiéces, 26 made by genéral lace techniques, and fifteen by neédle or bobbin lace
techniques. Seveﬁtee'n doilies received first prizes, of which only one was made of needle

or bobbin lace. Ten handkerchiefs and ten teacloths were featured, five needle and bobbin

“.lace and five general lace each. There were five sqfa cushions of general lace techniques,

and 3n occasional bedspread. baby bonnet, parasol, pin cushion and table mat.

5.8 Laundry’
Webster defines laundry as to wash and to iron clotr\es and household hnen
(1976, p. 1278). Terms oh e prnze winners’ lists feflect the inclusion of lromng and

starchmg as m best starched'shu K (North Ba .eford 1909) Collars and cuffs were most

\
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difficult aspects of this work was the‘ absence ot a good supply of water. As late as 1931~
}ss than 3% of all farfns on the pran 1es had running water (Britneli, 1939, p. 171). In
absence of a well or pump, the wash was brought to a nearby clough (Hlemstra 1861, p.
126 Hopkins., 1981, p. 14; Hewitt, 19l70, p. 48; Hallevel and Persson, 1967, p. 33). A
-lendy day was preferred so that the r?losquitoes would not bother the washers.
Without the mosquitoes thereWes and debris to contend with.
Sometimes the linen remained dark, and never became “as white as back home” (Huemstra.
&196 1. p.126). \Aéa‘ter f{om a well or pump saved carrying the linen and clothing to and
from the siough, but the water was usuallyhhard and a’lkaline" and the results of washing in
pumped up water was often no better than washing in slough water. In the winter molted
Snow was often the only steady water supply. p ‘
y ‘ Washlng was often done In large basins: with washboardf, or paddies, although
washing machines were available from the 1890s on (Acton et al. (Ed.). 1974, p. 79). Early
Waehing machines on the prairies w‘ere‘ ueually hand operated-affairs, because most rural
houses had no electricity. Brittnell stated that the manually operated washing machine was -
often the only labor saving de\./lge found in farmhous‘es on the prairie§ (1839.p. 177
Sykes describes how as a household help she assisted in washlng aprairie family's
clothes She was instructed to work the machine for ten minutes. to put the clothes
through the wrmger then into a boiter on the stove, to rinse them in cold water, to wring” -
them agaln to put them ina bluemg solution, and to wring. them for a thlrd time before
hanging them out on the line. Sykes assured the reader that the result w&as a snowy white ’

wash. Overalls, shirts and the really dirty clothes had to be ‘rocked” in the machine twice

»
-

(1910, p: 120). .
_The more descriptivé passages on faundry problems are f"rom‘up‘per middle class
women, whose education included’creative writing'rather than Iaundry. These women had

- never done the Iaundry before coming to- Western Canada In Eastern Canada as well as in
X

' England everyone who could afford it sent the Iaundry out of the house to be handled ay:

'specrallsts (Leslie, 1975 p. 79; Head 1977. p ‘16; Green 1983, 2 72). Although the

general opinion was. that any fool can do the laundry (Hopkins, 1981,p 14) - any woman o

who ¢ould afford it, arranged that h?r famlly s laundry was done by someone else eithera - -

woman who came to the house’ regularly or it was sent out (Geneweve Leslle lActon et al.
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Number of laundry categories at selected fairs
v &

Le o : Re 1. Ba
T
1 - o 0 -
1 - . s .
L -
1 - Lo
1 1
7 e - - 1
19101‘*‘1. : - 1 - .
1913 v, - - - J - 1
. « V..
]
Note only the foliowing faurs featured laundry /
Le = Lethbridge ,
Re = Regina 7 9
Ba = the Battlefords . ¢

=-.= no laundry featured.
- " _ﬂ%' Lo

’

L)

4 ¢

(B 1975 p. '82. McCrum (Ed ). 1976 PP, 27 and 31 ‘Mrs. Chas Inderwick,
Glenbow Alberta Archives, M559; Mrs. Llewthwa#e advised cmmcgrant women from
Englahd to use the servaces of Chlnese laundrles in the prairie towns 5, along the railways.
She thought that they dld beautnful things”, alth0ugh she admntted that they were hlghly
priced (Jackel (Ed.), 1882, p 1 19) o o
Drymg was another problem, especially in the winter. Outsnde the cloth froze stif f,
rendering it liable to break when handled. Inside the house it wouid hang for days either

I
frozen stiff in the unheated rooms. or smelling unpleasantly in heated rooms (Hewitt,

.1870, p. 42). ’ ' }
Sor‘ﬁé“bf the Husbands of the ladies who wrote most eloquently‘ abb‘l hveir laundry
problems le.g.. Monica Hopkins), wore flannel shirts, ellmmatmg the neyztarched
fronts and polished cuffs and collars. An essay contest on the art of starchmg collars'was’
held. by The Regina Leadér. The flrst prize went to the essay accompanied the best
e starched collar. Pr:zewmnmg essays described the two methods of starchlng a cold water
. method, whnch was less sttcky and;easner on the hands anda hot water method, whrch ‘
increased the( st:ffenlng effect of”the starch. They also descrnbe how nrons w:th aconvex
. surface were the mosr effectrve in polishing starched ooods to a high gloss. An ordmary
tiatiron was consujered good enough\er everyday use. T‘xe tr:ck ‘was to heat the iron

eyenly. n _f_rom of an o_pen‘f,lre, without gettmg the'ironing surface smoked or charred,‘and
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. to have the iron hot enough to stiffen the collar but not so hot that it would scorch it {The
\ Regina Leader, November 1. 1889).

As shown in teble 5.12 only six laundry categor:es were tabulated in thig survey.
less than . 1% of all catego'r»'es.‘Categor‘ues for this craft were featured on the winners’
lists betyveen. ‘]’900 and 18913. Most of all first prizes were awarded in Lethbridge (50%).
between 1800 and 1908. Regina and North Battlefotd awarded prizes for laundry from
1908tn|l 1913.

59 Mec;amé
. Ogilvie defines macramé as “an ornamental fr.mge made by interlacing or knotting
twine in geometric patterns".(1898, Vol. VI, p. 802). Emery does not defime macrame but
notes the consistency in the use of the term referring to knotted fringe (1983, pp. 65 and’
70). Although macrame was often used to trim furniture covers, such as’ valances and

° tablecovers lt was also worked in fine yarns for insertion of ladies’ garments (Caulfelld &
Saward, 1882, p. 331 Warren stated that fine silk was used, (1976, p. 48) and £very
Woman's £ncycl/gpedia suggested the use of several colors (1810, Vol. Il. p. 1006).

Macrame appeared on the prize lists also as “McRamie work" (Carnduff, 1889),_'and

as"Macrame or Twine work” (Regina 1884). It was most often featured in Regina (35% of
the total number of categories). As shown in table 5. 12. macrame accounted for 4% of all
categories. Few first prizes were awarded for macrame prior to 895. That year was a
peak year, when two furs:.pri'zes were awarded at three fairs. From 1895 on, first prizes
were awarded occasuonally most of them in Regma {(between 1887 and 1895) the
Battlefords (between 1887 and 1870) and Medlcme Hat (between 1889 and 1800).

Edmonton, Calgary and Prince Albert awarded pr-“nzes occasnonally for macrame.

5.10 Mending

“Webster defined mendiné as ;'the process ire iring. Orvputting in godd shape
agam or patching up’ '(1976" p. 1410) Therese de nllmo’nt récogpized two types of
mendmg- patchlng and darning. She defmes patchmg as “accur ’ ly f’itting a piece of
material into a hole ina fabric”; and darnmg as replac\no ‘w' ened fhreads by new

tﬁreads taking care that the mterJacmg of the weakenga matenal is produced as falthfully v
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Table 5.12: Number of macrame categories at selected farrs

Year Ed Ca Le MH Re Ba T
]
1884 b 1 1
1885 -- ‘ 1 B
1887 - 1 - - 1N 2
1888 - 1 1 1 3
1889 - - < ! ! 3
1890 - - ‘ 1 1 1 3
1891 - - - 1 1 2
1892 - - ) 1 1 - 2 ]
1893 - 1 1 2
1894 - 1 1 1 3
1895 - ‘ 2 2
1897 - 1 1 2
1900 - - 1 - 1 2
1909 - - - - 1 1
1913 . - co 1 - - - 1
1915 1 1 - - 2
T 1> 3 1 7 1 9 Co32

Note: macrame was featured at only the following fairs

Ed = Edmonton Re = Regina
Ca = Calgary : Ba = the Battiefords
Le = Lethbridge ‘ . T = Total

Mh = Medicine Hat
- = macrameé not featured
blank space = no far or data unavailable




"as possible” (1886, p. 33).

As shown by table 5. 13 mending was most often featured in Calgary. where 2 1%
of the tota! nun’lber of mending categories (108). were tablulated. This 1s followed by
Regina (16%). Medicine Hat (14%). and Edmonton (9%}, It Wa‘s not featured in Yorkton and
the Battiefords. Mending categories account for only 1.5% of all categories in this survey.
Before 1900 very few fairs featured a mending category on a regular tzasus, and then only
tor darned socks or stockings. Ffom 1800 on. the average nﬁmber of mending categories
increased to two categories per annual faier 1915 (15 categories in seven farrs). a.nd
inciuded darned table linen and the occasional patched garment. Of the 108 mending
éategones 83 indicated a specific item. There were 27 darned socks, 27 choices
between darned socks and siockmgs, ten darned stockings, five mended pieces of fable

hinen and an occasional "best patched garment”.

5.11 Netting '

" Netting is defmed‘by Webster as "making a fabric structure of threads or cords,
that cross each other at regular intervals and are knotted and secured at the crossings”
(1976. p. 1520). Emery has essentially the same definition (1980, p. 46).

De Ditimont div\ides netting into two distinct categories' plain filet or the
construction of a square meshed net. and filet Jace, which is the embroidered net {1886
p. 457) . Weldon’s Praz:tica/ Shilling Guide states that netted CUrta;ﬁs were quite
common’blaée until inexpensive machine lace curtains wefe marketed (n.d., p. 82). Finely
netted curtains were found by Hélen Lamprecht among the surviving textiles of the
Mormon Colony in Utah,.dating between 1844 and 1900 (1974 pp. 122- ‘24) Weldon's
Practical Sh/‘///ng Guide also states that at the time of writing, which was probably
before 1900, netting was not as often used for curtains, but rather for the 4trimm|ng of
damask doilies, whol!y netted doilies, collar and cuff sets, shawls, and handkerchuefs ind.
p. 82) . ‘

The terms "netting” and "network” were the most' often used. Océasionally the term

“filet” was used. (Edmonton 1912), as distinct from filet guipure, wh:ch was an

embro:dered net (see 5.3.7). The Lethbrndge list of 1899 featured the term’ fancy

-

LD e T T T

“For a descriptioh of erribroidered net see section 5.3.7.
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Table 5.13° Number of mending categories at selected fairs

°
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-- = mending not featured
blank space = no fair or data unavailable

Year Ed Ca Le MH Re -Sa Ba PA T
1884 - .2 - 02
1886 1 1 - - - 02
1887 1 1 - - - - - 02
1888 1 - - - - - o1
1889 1 - - - - - - o1
1890 1 - - | - - 02
1891 1 - - - - - o
1883 - - , - 1 1 02
1894 1 i 01
1895 1 3 04
1896 ' - - - 1 01
1898 ‘ - 1 - 01
1899 - 1 1 1 03
1900 - - 1 - - - - 01
1801 - 1 - 1 - - ] 03
1902 - - 1 - 1 - 1 03
1903 - - - 1 - 1 - 1 03
1804 1 - 1 - 1 - - 04
1905 1 1\7 1 1 - 2 - - 05
1906 1 = 1 - - - - - 02
1807 1 - 1 1 - - 1 04
1908 »1 1 1 2 1 - 06
1809 - 2 1 1 : - 04
1910- 3 1 1 1 1 07
1811 2 1 1 1 - 05
1912 2 3 1 _ 1 1 08
1913 1 2 1 - . 2 06
1814 2 2 - 1 2 - 07
1915 5 a4 - 2 2 2 18
. Total 23 21 10 14 16 A1 4 7 106
Note. mending w§s only featured at the following fairs:
Ed = Edmonton . Re = Regina
Ca = . Calgary - .~ Sa = Saskatoon
Le = 'Lethbridge Ba = the Battlefords
MH = Medicine Hat - PA = Prince Albert
T = Total ‘ . :
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Table 5.14 Number of nettng categories at selected fairs
*

Year Ed Ca Le MH  (RD .Re Sa Ba PA Yo T

1886 - 1 - - ] - .
1895 - . - 1 S - 1

1898 -
1899 1
1900 - Co-
1801 - - i
1902 -
1903
1804
1905

-—)-—l-—ll
—_—
—
TN PN -
[

1906 1

1907 1 1

1908 -

1808 1

1910 1 - -
1
1
1

s
1
1
—
—
'

)
LN
U ——

)

—_

—

1911
1912
1913

1914
1915

‘—l-—b—l
—d ot ol s
—a_.a._a_a._n' 1
NW ' N —
[} 1 ]
OO NW—=WOHUHLS BNOOW-—bH -

Total 8 9 5 12 7 15

o
(o]
H
N
%)

Note.
Ed dmonton RD

= E Red Deer o = Yorktom
Ca = Calgary Re

Y

Regina : T = Total

Le Lethbridge ‘ Sa Saskatoon - = no netting
MH = Medicine Hat PA Prince Albert b

blank space = no fair or data unavailable.

ooy

netting”. This may refer to netting with meshes of various sizes. arranged in simole
geometrical patterns, or it may refer to other, unknown, asp'ects of netting. The term
"fishnet doily” (Lethbridgek 1904) may. or may not, mean a plain netted cloily. The meaning
of-the term "Swiss dlamond nettmg (Medlcme-Hat 1804- 1905) was not found.
Cotton linen, twme and silk were all used for nettmg (Caulfelld & Saward 1882
P 356, De Dillmont, "1886, p. 459). De Dlllmont adds that several colors could be used in
" netting W|th silk (ibid.). ThlS was featureo on the winners’ list of Medicine Hat (1905).
: Nettlng accounted for 1.4% of all categones in th s survey As chown on tabl%
14 Regins. featured ne‘mng categorles most often almosl 19/0 followed by Megalne

Hat (15/0) Calgary Saskatoon and the Battlefords (1 1% eachl Before 1897 only two flrst



prizes for netting were awarded, one in 1886 {Calgary). and one in 1895 (Regma). From

1898 on, the number of first prizes for netting slowly increased. 1904, 1913, and 1914

were peak years. when seven to eight first'prizes were awarded among eight to ten farrs. .

In 1910 only cne prize awarded was for netting. Of the 80 netting categories only eleven
stated a specific nem,vsu( netted centerpieces and five doilies.

<
5.1? Painting

‘Webster defines painting as "to color all or part of a surface by or as if by applying
apigment” (1976, p. 162 1). Painting on fabric was a popu]a’r pastime for leisured women
in the 19th century; lpstructnons for painting velvet were found in Godey’s Lady’s Book as
early as March 183 1. In the early instructions velvet was most often mentioned’ but later
needlecraft manuals such as that of the Metropolitan Art Series and Home Need/ework
Magazine mention hghter fabrics such as scrim and bolting cloth. Early pamtmg ’
mstructnops recommend cotton velvet, rather than sitk velvet, because the cotton pile
offered a better surface for painting than the silk pile ( Godey’s Lady’s Book. May, 1854,
ps 393. in'Poscente (1984)). Similarly. painting on velvet. or moleskin. another type of

_pile fabric, appeared in the prizeWJnnere' hists pf the 1880s and I1830s; while painting on
silk or bolting cloth 'appeared from the iate 18B0s on. &

The design could be painted on fr'ee hafd. but instructions included n}é mak:rfg neaf
stencils or fermulas, to gdide the not so artisticaliy“skilled, as well as to protect the rest
of the velvet. The paint was applied on small eircular strokes,wiih a stiff shprt brietled

| brush. In case that the'velvet‘ around the des'ign became soiled, the instructions were
included for spray paintxng‘ the'f’abr.ic around the design {ibid., pp 394-395).

Instructions for pauntmg fabrucs in 1895 reCOmmend a hght fabric such as scrim or.

®

bolting cloth. These llghter fabrucs were spread taut over a few layers of blotting paper. A

_base Iayer of Chmese white paint was applied first within the outlmes of the design. Once
the base was dry; the coiors were applied with hght up and down strokes of the brush

(Metropohtan Art Series, 1889 p. 64).

!

After the turn of the century needlework magazmes featured stencullmg of fabrncs

’ -~
as well as of walls furmture etc. The prlzewmners Ixsts of this survey- featured stenc:lled
2N

.

curtains and sofa cushnons also m comblnat'on wuth emp'mdery Tne techmques of
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Table 5.15' Number of pamtung categories at selected farrs

~

Year Ed Ca Le MH RD Re Sa Ba - PA Yo . T

1884 - ’ |
1885 - |
1886 -
1887 1
1888 1
1889 - -
1830 -
1881 -
1892 3
1

|
VD 0 P N -
|
1

NbbhbWNON!
b L N

1893
1894
18395 - ' 2 o -

L

1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908 -
1909 3

P N |
[
1
'
N ONWDHBW-=NN NN HW—N —

1911 - 1 - 1 ' -

1913 - - - - - 1 o
1914 1 - - - - 5 . -
1915 1 - - - a 2 -

NO

Total 13 20 . 10 5 1 8 11 4 ~ 1 .3 77

Note:

Ed = Edmonton - Ca = Calgary Le = Lethbridge

MH = Medicine Hat ~ : RD = Red Deer PA = Prince Albert
Sa = Saskatoon : ‘Re = Regina Ba = the Battlefords
Yo = Yorkton T = Total - - = no panting®

" blank space = ‘no fair or data unavailable

~

. A

pamtmg velvet and stencsllung fabric are snmnlar .especially if one reahzes that most of the
palntmg on velvet was done with the aid of formulas or stenbnls rather than by free hand.-

Another pamtmg on fabrlc technuque was spatterwork. This was done by runnmg a
bristly brush dupped in dye or paint along the teeth of a comb. The des:gns on the fabric -
' were formed by covering the fabrlc wnth motlfs cut out of stiff-paper or cardboard or
thh fol:age attractively laid tﬁ’;t Ieavmg the backgound to be spattered (Metropohtan Art -
.Serves 1889 pp 295-288; Branch 1927 pp: 53-55). o
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‘Penpainting on fabric was featured in Saskatoon, 1914. This technique called for
spreading a thick oilpalnt, a Iittle at a time, with a pen'nib. This produced an effect that was
supposed to resemble ribbonwork embroidery. 1t was a‘pparently very effectwe for small
leaves and petals in floral motifs painted on doilies and.tablecenters,\The paint took two to
six weeks to dry, leaving the paint appearing "hard, dry and shiny” (Every Woman's
Encyc/opaed/a, .1910, Vollll, pp. 1230-31).

Painting accounts for 1% of all categories in this survey. As shown by table 5.15,
most painting categories were featured in Calgary followed by Saskatoon. Lethbridge and;
Regina. Pamtmg(categones were regularly featured in Calgary between 1887 and 1832,
and in Lethbridge between 1905 and 191 1. Regina featured painting categories between
1884 and 1895. Other communities featured painting categories only occasionally. Befrore

,l’884 there were no painting categories in this survey. A fewfirst prizes were awarded
between 1884 and 1805. A peak year was l891 when six first prizes were awarded. but
n 1896 and 1905 painting was not featured. From 1902 on, first prizes for painting were
occasionally awarded. In some years there were no pr:zeé atali (1810 and.1912), in other

years there were six to seven first prizes in total (1909, 1914 and 1915).

5.13 Quilting

Ogilvie. defines quilting as ‘stitchjng together two preces of cioth with some soft
"substance in between” (1898, Vol. Vi, p 597). Caulféild and Saward are more elaborate.
“The term Jénotes thel’unnings made in any material three-fold in thickness: an outer and
right side. a soft one under it and a lining” (1882, p. 414). Emery defines quilting as "the
action of sewing two or more layers of fabri¢ firmly together with lines of stitching, and
thus refers th the application or éuperimposing of one fabric on another” (1980, p. 254).
She also notes that the verb to Aquilt had come to "be specifically associated with the
stitchi’ng than with aﬁv other aspect of the constroction The stltches for quiltlr"mg always
_serve the practical purpose of lntegratmg the layers flrmly into a fabruc complex but may
~ atthe same time be decorative" (1980. p. 252)

Caulfeuld and Saward stated that quxltmg wasnot only ysed for coverlets but also
for silk shppers.: l'mmgs for boxes: baskets,_hoods. bonnets, and f.or infant bibs (1882,
pp. 4 l4-15l. Q‘uiltingi was also used to maka garhehts,‘to protect the wearer from cold,
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in the forhn of petticoats, (Warren, 1976, Hp. 44, Bath. 1979, p. 224). or from bodily harm
“in medieval battles (Bath, ibid.). However . quilting became so intnmatély associated with
bedcovers that the noun quilt 1s defined by.Webster as 'a bedcoverlet, made of two layers
of cloth of which the top 1s usually pieced or appliqued. and having as a filling wool,
cotton or down, held in‘place by stitched designs of tufts worked thr0ulgh all thicknesses
(1976. p. 1865).

Also mt:matelly associated with quilting i1s patcvhwork. Warren states that
patchwork originated in the poorer classes in Great Britain, who could not afford to
burchase enough material for a quilted cover in one piece (1976, p. 45). By the 18th
century patchwork quilts appeared in middieclass homes (Hughes, n.d.. p. 147).

The 19th century saw an increase n quiltingn all households. especially in North

©

America, except in the households Sf the very vyvealvthy (Swain, 1977, p. 210). Swain also | Q
- states that the earlier quilts in North America featured one-piece tops, in whichthe
meenes;s and the regularity of the quilting stitche% form‘e\d the décoratuoh, whilé pétched
quilts were usually Utilzty quilts ibid., pp. 210-211). By 1880 patchwork wag an
establishe;j thrift craft practiced in all middleclass households n@he North American
continent. ) S 7 B

The need for quilts in Western Canada during the cold wiRters was great,
especially in the era predating centrally heated housing. Pocius’ informants in
. Newfoundland state that six to elght qurlts were used for each bed in the winter in houses
without central heating (1976, p. 33 The amount of quilts meeded per bed in the winters
on the pranrles was probably just as great. When $0 many quilts were needed, and cloth
was scarce, either because it had tc transported along WBY/(NhICh was very expensive, or
the famn!y had earmarked its money for: farm improvements\ Many quilts’ were produced
from the scraps saved in the pioneer wife's ragbag. In thas surme largest number (358)
of categones statmg a specxﬁc item was for qwlts ‘ : / ‘

The terms patchwork and piecework were mdlscrlmmately used durmg the ‘Ich
and early 20th century. Cl‘abburn dustmgu_:shesifour types of patchwork. The first type is
applied work or appliqué, which the Modern Priscilla in 19 16‘consviders.lto be
" patchwork. Thé second typ.e is pie'ced‘work or mdséig w'd;k in which pieces of fabric are
jO;héd_ to form a Iarge piece of fahric. The 'smaﬂér pieces were usually cut in regularly -

<
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shaped. simple shapes to form geometric designs. The thir®type is logcabin work . in
which "narrow strips of fabric are joined -Io a background fabric in extending squares’.
The fourth type 1s crazy patchwork in which irregularly shaped pieces of fabric are joined
- to a background fabric in no set pattern, covering the background fabric completely
(Clabburn. 1976, p. 1/6).

The term patchwork was most often found on the prize lists of this survey. The
term piecework apppeared as early as 1837 in the Letﬁbridge prizewinners’ hist ("Quilt,
_preced or patchwork”}. Th:slcontext did not indicate whether the difference between
appliqué and piecework was perceived as an important distinction. The terms "pieced
uvork" or 'pieced quilt” appeared occasionalty after 1900 in the prizewinners’ lists of the
survey. whu?e the term "appliqué” does not/;poear in connection with quilts. Hughes stated
that appliqued quilts were popular, at least in Britain, in the late 18th and early 19th century
(n.d.. p. 147). Morris stated that the popularity of appliquéd patchwork in England lasted |
till the middle of the 19th century (1962. Chapter 3). Caulfeild and Saward, We/don's '
Practical Shilling Guide and Niles discussed only pieced work in their chapters on
patchwork (1882, pp. 379-385. n.d.. pp. 74-90, 1885.p.316).  —

Other terms on the winners’ lists were “crazy quilt” and ’ ‘crazywork”, The term

Iogcabm ‘was also frequehtly mennoned especially before the turn of the century but not

as often as the term crazywork.

Cther’ descriptive terms used in connection with quilts are fibers. Silkk was mogst
often m‘entioned, closely followed 5y cotton, while wool was mentioned only half as often
as silk. Yorktor. feat:red a special categ‘ory off!quilts" made of prints {1803). The term *
“comforter” was used on the 1804 Red Deer winners’ list. The distinction between a quilt.
and a comforter is not clear. The Women s Institutes book on domestic sewing descrlbes '

“

a "comfartable” in which the ties of woollen yarn replace the quﬂtlng stitches (1923 PP-

192-195). '

As mdlcated by table 5.16 quxltlng was mcst often featured in Medncme Hat which

&

“had more than 15% of .all q\.ﬁ?\hng categones in this survey Regina had almost 15%
Edmonton 13 . Calgary and Yorkton each had 12% - Quitting accounted for 5% of all
pnzewmnmg cateoorles in thls survey. The average number of quilting categorles per

annual fair fluctuated throughout the penod of this stuoy from one to three. Of the 396

i



Table 5.16 Number of quiting categories at selected farrs
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blank space = no fair or data unavailable -

L

= no quilting

Yesr Ed Ca Le MH RD  Re Sa Ba PA Yo T
1882 1 01
1883 3 03
1884 2 3 - 05
1885 - 3 1 04
1886 1 + 3 - 1 1 06
1887 1 2 3 1 1 1 ] 10
1888 2 3 ] ) 1 - 09
1889 1 1 3 2 ] 1. - 09
1890 1 2 3 3 1 ] ] 12
1891~ 1 3 4 3 1 - 12
1882 1 3 2 "1 4 1 - 12
1883 1 3 q 1 1 10
1894 1 2 2 2 1 - 1 0%
1895 1 4 1 06
1896 3 1 -3 1 08
1897 2 3 1 07
1898 2 3 : 1 - 06
1899 1 . 4 - 1 1 07
1900 1 1 3 - - - 1 1 4 M
1901 1 2 1 2 1 - 1 4 4 16
1902 2 2 1 3 3 3 1 3 4 22
1903 4 ] i 3 2 2 1 4 3 21
1904 5 - 2 3 2 - 3 19
1905 5 -- 2 3 - 1 2 ] - 4 18
1906 - 1 1 2 2 - 2 1 - 3 12
1907 3 2 2 3 - 1 2 3 A 17
1908 3 2 1 3 3 2 1 . 3 18
1909 3 3 - 2 2 3 13
1910 4 3 - 3 3 13
1911 4. 3 ) 3 3 3 16
1912 1 2 4 2 3 3 15 wone
1813 2 ‘ 3 4 4 2 - 3 3 7.
1814 5 3 - 2 2 3 h 1 16
1815 b5 2 2 3 2 2 1 17
Totat 50 49 32 61 - 20 59 33 20 . 25 48 397
Note: - o . ,

Ed = Edmonto Ca = Calgary - Le. = Lethbridge

MH = Medicine Hat RD = Red Deer PA = Prince Albert

Sa = Saskatoon = . Re = Regina Ba' = the Battlefords
Yo = Yorkton - T = Total -
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/

gﬁﬁng categories 34 did not indicate’a specific item, 358 indicated quilts, three indicated

Coe

sofa cushions. and one a comforter. . . e

5.14 Rug Making .
‘Webster defines arug as a "prece of thick falric. usually with a pile or nap and .
commonly made of wool used as a floor covering" (1976, p.‘h‘208 1). The term “ragmat”
was most often featured on the winners’ llsts of this survey. It appeared almost three
times as often as the next most used term woolmat”. From the terms alone itis not clear
whether there is a basac difference between the two phrases. It is possible that the term
woolmat was used for mats made out of new woolen yarn only, as opposed to the
recycled fabrics in the rag mats. Nor is it clear that the material used for the rag mats dnd
not contain any wool. Dorothy Lawless recommended farmly woven woollen fgbrics.
which would provide long wear. and easy cleaning for hooked fagrugs (1952, p. 19).
Terms indicating the technique used in making the mats and rugs were often, but
not always. used in the prizewinners’ lists. The term "hooked ragmat” was usually
accompanleo’ with a term indicating an item, e.g.. “mat. hooked and cut”. Hooking of mats
was usually done by punching or pulling yarn or strips of rags through the interstices of a
Closely woven fabric. Often this base fabric was a grain or feed bag (Lawless, 1952, p. 8.
Moshimer, 1875, p. 1; Pocius, 1980, p. 361. Designs were drawn on this base with chalk,
pencil. crayon, but coal or a charred end of a stick could-also be used (Pocius, ibid.
Lawless, 1952, p. 10). The base would be stretched tautly in a frame. If wool yarn was
used the base fabric was worked with the wrong side up, the yarn bei‘ng.punched through
the base with the aid of a hollow- handled punch. In'the hollow handle was a device that
| regulated the saze of the lodp made. If rag strips were used the base fabrlc was worked
' from the nght side, the strlps being pulled up with a hook ona solid handle (Lawless
1962, p. 19). Sometimes the rags were dyed beforehand to create a more harmomous
colour range (Lawless 1952, Chapter 12;Pocius, 1976 o] 42- 43).

The term bralded mat" appears m’Lethbrldge wmners lists from 1912 on.
Braldlng of. rugs was alsq done with rag strips. Lawless recommends to take great care -
not only in the cleanlng and cuttlng of the strips, but also in the foldmg and sewung of the
~ folded edges so that the bralded mat would not feature any ravelled edges She warns,

e
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Table 5.17° Number of rug making categories at selected farrs .

. Year Ed Ca Le MH RD Re Sa Ba PA Yo T

1882 1 01
1883 1 01
1884 1 2 . 03
1885 2 2 04
1886 2 1 ‘ 2 R 2 08,
1887 1 v 1 2 1 - 1 07,
1888 1 1 2 2 - 2 08
1889 1 1 1 1 2 - i 07
‘aggo 1 1 1 2 2 - 1 08
1891 2 1 2 2 - 07 .
1892 2 1 2 1 2 1 - 09
1893 14 2 1 2 2 . 08
1894 2 1 - 3 1 - 1 08
1895 2 - - 2 1 0%
1886 1 1 1 1 04
1897 A 3 1 - 1 02
1898 1 01
1899 1 1 06
1900 1 N 1 1 07
1901 1 1 - N 1 1 07
1902 i - - - - 02
1903 2 - - 1 1 1 10
1904 1 1 1 1 - 10
1805 2 1 1 - 1 09
1906 - 2 1 1 - 1 06
1907 1 - 2 1 - 2 1 09
1908 - 1 - v, 10
1909 3 1 - 1 07
1810 3 ? - 0%
1911 3 1 - .08
1912 1 1" 3 - 08
1813 1 - - 1 07
1914 1 - - - 1 - 04
1915 1 - 05

’ . ) . T - .
Total 32 25 11 20 20 37 25 0\ 74 16 2211

Note:

Ed = Edmonton Ca = Calgary = - - . . Le 3 Lethbridge
Mh = Medicine Hat RD = Red Deer - ' ‘PA =, Prince Albert
'Sa’ = Saskatoon ‘Re = Regina -~ -~ - Ba = the| Battlefords .
" Yo = Yorkton: T = Total ' « f = no 'r{Jg making -
- blank " space ‘= no fair&or data - unavailable L S '
} Sk i a - o . !
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_+-thatthe.preparation of the strips can easily take more time than the actual braiding of the

‘,‘

ru%\ttself As the braiding progressed the newly made rows were lashed on the prevnous
row with a strong needle and thread. Thns secured the shape of the mat (1952, pp}
B4-88).

3

Rug making was most often featured in Regina (17% of all categories in this

survey) followed by Edmonton {almost 15%), Calgary and Saskatoon (almost 12% each). In »

)
generat rug makmg acc0unted for 3 70 of all prizewinning categories in thls survey. As

shown in table 5.17, the average fhumber of rug making categories before 1896
fluctuated between one and two per annual fair. 1884 was a peak year when there were
five fug making categories in two fairs. From 1897 on, the average number was one tug
making category per fair. with the exception of 1802, when there were only two
categories in nine fairs.

,Of the 206 rug makig entries two did not indicate a specific. item. There were
148 floor mats ahd 49 rugs or carpets. The‘prize lists did not indicate whether the Six

couch ru'gs wsre really rugs or were a type of afghan.
L% ’ *

.

L

5.15 Sewmg

, Webster defines sewing as "to unite, fasten and attach by stitches made with

i%ﬁexi"de thread or filament” (1976, p. 2081). Emery defines it as "the use of acce'ssory

. stitches tor utilitarian purpose: finishing edges and joining two pieced of cloth”. She adds

!

that the stitches can also be used to'reinforce or repair (1880, p. 233).

Clabburn considers mendmg as a plain sewing techmque but excludes any machme&@
stitching (1976 p. 207) Prizewinners’ lists do not always indicate whether a garment was &
'hand sewn or machine stltched It was therefore decuded to consider all sewung under the
same heading. - o . o R

Most of the techmques described as sewing tgchmques by Caulfeild and Saward

and by De Dtllmont are co‘hstructlon techniques: hemming, seammg buttonholmg
£ .

" ,‘gathermg gaugmg ruching, whxppmg tackmg and slipstitching. Also described as sewmg

are hemstltchl% (a sumple openwork) smockmg or honeycombmg and markmg \whlch 1S
the embrondery of mmals in cross or chatnststches (Caulfeild & Saward 1882, p 394; de

. Dilimont,” 1886 . PP- 1-23i. These techmques are dnscussed in modern manuals as -

1

I3
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"Table 5.18 Nurnber- of sewing categories at selected fars

Year

123

blank space

no fair or

data unavailable

no. sewing

Ed Ca Le MH RD Re Sa Ba PA Yo T
1879 01 01
1884 -- 02 - 02
1885 -- 02 - 02
1886 -- -- 02 2- 04
1887 -- 02 1 02 - - 4 03
1888 -- 03 02 3 - 2 10
1889 03 03 3 02 4 1 3 18
1890 03 02 3 02 e 1 2 16
1881 01 01 4 04 1 1
1892 -- 01 3 - 03 3 1 ‘ 1M
1883 01 4 03 7 03 18
1894 03 5 - 03 1 1 02 15
1895 03 06 02 "
1896 4 2 5. 02 13
1887 1 5 1 ) 02 09
1898 2 9 3 14
1893 3 5 02 : 3 16
1900 -- 2 5 01 - 1 4 03 16
1801 - 05 - 7 -- - 1 2 05 20
1802 04 07 i 6 -- 5 1 3 04 31
1903 05 03 - - 6 - -- 8 , 1 04 27
1904 06  -- - 8 - 06 8 20 - 03 33
" 1905 04 2 8 - -- 3 2 - 03 22
1906 03 02 5 7 - 01 3 1 2 05 . 29
1807 O1 - v 5 3 2 -= 5 3 05 24
1808 12 3 3 2 03 6 2 07 . 38
1909 13 6 2 - . - 3 08 32
1910 14 4 2 03 7 g 30
1911 13 3 09 9 2 06 42
1812 10 13 6 - 04 07 40
1813 04 6 8 03 6 07 34
1914 06 17 2 6 - 04 - 10 45
1915 15 15 1 m 6 - 5 04 57
Total 73 125 51 117 5 80 79 32 46 92 700
Note: . ' :
Ed = Edmonton Ca = Calgary Le = Lethbridge.
MH = Medicine Hat. RD = Red Deer- PA = Prince Albert
~Sa = Saskatoon =~ Re = Regina Ba = the Battiefords
"Yo = Yorkton T = Total - =
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embroidery techniques. .

Swain describes plain sewing as the essential form c;f household neediework,
because it contained all the basic techniques for more decorative needlework (1977 p.
. - 12). 1t was taught to every giri throughout the nineteenth century, and in the beginning of
(?he twentieth century. In Calgary formal instruction in sewing appeared te be integrated
into the shool curriculum shortly after the turn of the century, as a counterpart for girls to
the. Manual Arts traming program introduced at that time by many schools, sponsored by
the MacDonald Trust Fund (Daniels, 1954, p.~134, Weston, 1951, p. 21). Most of the
agricultural fairs in this survey featured several categories in which young girls could
compete for prizes. Usually the categories were for the best made eprons or best
dressed dolt.

‘Of the 700 sewing categories located, 73 did not indicate a specific item. Of the
remaining 627 categories there were 115 shirts. The type cﬁ\m\arerlal the shirts were
made of were indicated (cotton, linen, flannel or wool), as well as-whether they were
handsewn or machine stitched. There were 104 categories featuring aprons. Ladies and
children competed-from the 1880s tll 1915 in the making of kitchen-, cooking;, print-,
butcher-, tea-, fancy-. lingerie-. white silk aprons and pinafores. For the very industrious
there was the category “two aprons or more’.

Underwear was featured 65 times on the winners’ hists. The term varied a bit

("underwork” or ‘underclothes’). From 1910 on. the distinction between hand and machine

+ -
.

stitched lingerie was made on the prize lists.

Children's dresses or "frocks” (65) were featured almost as often as underwear
{(62). Fourteen first prizes were awarded for a variety of baby clothes, robes )ackets
vests, etc and fifteen first prizes for boy s suits. Other sewn articles regularly featured
‘were nlghtgowns {handmade and machine stitched), shnrtwalsts and blouses, coats, hand
stitched bedsheets and occasionally stylish dresses white dresses, handmade overalls, a
woolen walstcoat and 75 samples of buttonhole makmg | '

Most categories of sewing -were featured in Calgary (18%), foliowed by Medicine

. Hat (17%), Yorkton(13°’ Regine and Saskét-oon feach almost-12%). Nine perc‘ent' of all

categones in thls survey were tabulated as sewing categories. As shown in table 5 18

there were few sewing categories in the early 1880s. Usual!y there was-only one sewmg
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category at each farr. In 1882 and 1883 no first prizes were awarded for sewing.
Between 1888 and 1892 the number of first .p‘ruzes for sewing increased. fluctuating
between two (1833, and five (1888). before stabilizing around three sewing categories
per annual farr between 1899 and 1907. From 1908 to 1914 sewing categories
increased. fluctu’étung between four (1908) and six {1911). 1915 was a peak year for
sewing. 57 first prizes were awarded among seven fairs. |
5.16 Spinning

Webster defines spinning as “the drawing out and twisting threads to make a yarn
or a thread of fnber" (1976, p.-2195). Emery defines it as "the procees of twisting
together and drawing out fibers into a continuous strand” (1880. p. 9). Burnham had the
same defimtion for spihfnng, and adds that this can be "done with the aid of a spindle or
spinning wheel or by machine” (1881, p. 129). Caulfeild and Saward state that dorhestjc
spinning declined since th\e improvements in spinning machines (1882, p. 458). Many

kn.tting categories include the terms "homespun” or "homemade yarn™. )

Although commercially made yerns werg available at the time settlers arrived in
Alberta and Saskatchewan, homespmmng remained a viable alternative until well into the
20th century. A survey of Canadnan spmmng wheels by Buxton Keenlyside reveals that
some settiers had brought thenk spmmng wheels with them from Eastern Canada. or
Europe. whilefothers'made their spinning wheels once settied in the West (1980, pp. 267
aﬁd 2895). Video taped interviews with spinners reveal that a spinning whee! was not
always neceséary, since some peeple used a pencil or-a wooden époon (Lambert, 1979).

As stated in the section on i\mitting homespinning provided"che farﬁily with goods
that were needed and at the same tnme prevented the expendrture of cash that was gither
not there or earmarked for mvestment |n the farm Homespmmng which was featured in
the Domestnc Manufacture class of thé\agr:cultural falrs remamed on-the pnzewmners
lists in Alberta and Saskatchewan as Iate\as 1914, ‘

Even if commercially made yarn could be afforded by a famny homespun was -
sonieumespreferred for socks and mlnc\»s, e'spec:lally_by people doing outdoor cry_wores‘
and by ice fishers (Lambert, 1979)..Since As\;\ﬂin'ning was mostly done in spare time after -

}

\
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Table 5.19 Numbers of spinning categories at selected fairs

Year Ed RD Sa PA Yo T

-

1884
1885
1886
1887
1888 - -
1889
1890
1891

1892 - 1

1883 - . 1
1894 1 1 -

1895 1 :

1896 - 3
1897

1898 1

1901
1902
1803
1804
1905
1906 - 1 -

1908

1912
1913
1914
1915

_a_a_a} - ! t
1
NS, NLWWN
== BNWNN-=NW—WdWN

[ T B T
'
| N

Y

LI I R I

—_
1
—_—

'
L S
—_—— N

2 Vo
1
'

Total 8 8 3 ,. 18 - 9 : 45

s

Note: only the following farrs featured spinning:

Ed = Edmonton - Sa = Saskatoon
RD = Red Deer - ' PA = Prince Albert
T = Total ) “ Yo = Yorkton

- = no spinning

blank space = no fair or data unavailable

]
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other chores were out of the way, many women never had the opportunity to spin long
enough 15 have the-amount of yarn available for a whole sweater. Spinning enough yarn
for a pair of mittens or socks was more easily accomplished. and each family member
needed several parrs every winter .

There 1s some evidence that flax spinning was also done in Alberta and
Saskatchewan. The Dominion Census of 1896 mentions twenty pounds of scutched %Iax n
the Qu'apelle and Regina District. The Calgary Tribune described a large display of flax
spinning by a Mr. J.C. Fitzgerald at the 1889 fair (October 16, 1889).

‘ Apart from the cat'egorieé for homespun mittens, socks, stockings and the
- occastonal gloves, there were alsé categories for skemns of yarn, often at ieast 2 Ibs. Pled
yarn categories were indicated by the terms "double yarn”, and “twisted yarn’.

As shown by table 5.13. 30% of ali spinning categories tabulated in this survey
were featuredn the prizewinners’ lists from Prince Albert. This was followed by Yorkton
(18.5%). Edmonton (17.5%). Red Deer and Saskatoon {each 6.5%]. Knitting with homespun
yarn was only featured in Edmonton (57% of all homespun knitting categories in this
survey), and Prince Albert (43%). If spinning and knitting with homespun yarns are
combined, Prince Albert featured 4 1% of all spinning categories, and Edmonton 39%,
while Yorkton, Red Déer and Saskatoon shared the other 20%.

As shoVé{H‘by both tables 5.8 and 5. 18, spinning and knitting homespun yarn
- categories increas&d from two in 1884 to niﬁe or ten each year from 1886 to 1889. In
1830 and 1831 there were only one or two categor‘ies‘. From 1882 to 1884 spinning
ex‘perienced a small peak when there were six t§ eight spinning and ho;'nespun knitting
categories. From 1895 to 1903 only the Yorkton fair featured spinning regularly, while .
| Prince Albert featured it occasionall'y. Red Déer featured spir;ning regularly frém 1904 to

1914. .

'5.17 Tatting }
. Webster defines tatti‘ng' as "a delicate lace for edgingé and unsertioﬁs formed by
looping and knotting wvith é single ‘cotton:thuﬂ-ead‘and a small shuttle, to make varied designs-, )
of rings and semivcircle's" (1876, p. 2344). Eméry implies,thét tattq’ﬁg'is a type bf'knotted .

looping, with a mixed texture. That means that the knots can be worked close together, as’

L4
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Year

.20 Number of tatting categories at

Ed Ca Le MH RD Re

selected fairs .

Sa

Ba . PA Yo
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1884
1885

1887
1888

1891
1892
1893
1834
1895
1896
1897
1838
1899
1800
1901
1902
1903
1804
1805
1806
1907
1908
1809
1810

1912
1813
1814
1915

-— et a o
. )
'

B T S S N I S
] |

LI B |
—_
b
v
.

Ve VN

BUBU WNBONBDWED W o o o 2 N —

N —

* Total

~J
-—

Note:
Ed =
MH =

Sa = Saskatoon

Edmonton

Ca = Calgary
Medicine Hat' RD = Red Deer
Re = Regina

Yo = Yorkton . T = Total
blank gpace = no fair or data unavailable

= Lethbridge

A = Prince -Albert
a = the Battlefords
= Nno tatting
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well as spaced by loops (18980, p. 34).

Tatting dates bacl:to at least the 18th century (Caulfeild 8& Saward. 1882, p. 476.
de Dillmont, )886 p. 384). At that time the work resembled a series of knots or small
knottecbové#; rather than the openwork fabric of the late 19th Century. It 1s probable that
this early type of tatting was used as a novelty braid. embroidered on fabric as decoratcon
not unlike braiding discussed under embroidery. De Dillmont refers to this early type of
tatting as a kind of "passehenterue’f {1886, p. 383).

In the nineteenth i:entury two techniques were devéloped that expanded the design
possibilutueé of' tatting. Tt.we first development was the picot. which made connections with
other knotted loops p'ossuble. The second development was the second shuttle, which
made more complicated designs possible incorporating scallops and straight lines
{Caulfeild & Sayvard, 1885, p. 4791 ‘

Coarse threads were usually used for the tatted trims of furniture covers,
antimacassars, cushion covers.-portieres and pincushion covers. Medium thread was
advised for tatted trims of aprons, collars. and cuffs. Fine thread was recommended for
the trims of bedlinen, Imgerae, caps. lappets and doilies (Caulfeild & Saward, 1882, pp.
480-484; de Dillmont, 1886, p. 38-4). Caulfeild and Saward also gave Instructions

ochet and|with tapework. but the categories on the vl

tatting in combination with cr
itsts do ’not reflect this.
Tatting accounted for 0.9% of all Qategories in this survey. Twenty one of all
tatting categories were featured in Medncine-Hat This is followed by Lethbridge (15%),
Regma (18 %) and Edmonton (1 1%). Regina featured tatting in 1884 and 1885, Edmomon n
1887 and 1888, Battleford from 1889 to 1891. No tatting categories were featured
before 1884 As shown by table 5.20 only one of two first prizes were awarded in total
for tatting before 1898 From 1898 on more fanrs included tatting on thelr prnze lists, but
the average number of ftrst prnzes awarded per annual fair remained low, never- ‘more than
‘one prize at every two fairs. Some years no furst prizes were awarded for tatting (1886,

1889 to 1890, and 191 1.
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5.18 Weaving

Webster defines weaving as "the process of forming cloth on a loom by
interlacing threads or yarns of other strands” (13976, p.\259-1). Emery does not define
weaving as a craft because her main concern 1s the structure of the textile rather than the
technique. Emery defines “warp and weft interlacing” as “the straight over and under
‘crossing of parallel and transverse elerﬁents withlparallel longitudinal elements”. wh]ch she
notes is "characteristic of most loomwoven fabrics only” (1980, p. 11 1), Burnham defines
weaving as ‘making a textile on a loom or other weaving device. by interlacing warp and
weft threads in a specific order” (198 1{a). p. 179).

The full history of weaving in Western Canada has yet to be vx)rltteﬁ, bu\t interesting
studies of several aspects reveal that there apparently was not as urgent a need for
hdmeweavmg for settlers in Western Canada as for settlers in the West of the United
States. Janet Hoskins in her masters’ thess describes the history of home weaving in
Mannoba'f_rqm the early 19th century. till the 1840s (1983). The availability of yard gbods
from the Hudson's Bay Company made home weaving less necessary in Manitoba and x_n'
other parts of the Canadian Prairies as well. While knitting'and sewing are often mentioned
In journals and memoires, the researcher has not encountéred any mention of home "
weaving. On the other hand, the Census of Canadain 1881 and 1891 mentions under the". '
section Homemade Manufactures respectively 377 and 402 yards of flannel or cloth in éhe
North West Territories. Nine yards of home manufactured linen was also mentioned in the'
1881 census. The £dmonton Bulletin described an exhibit of some yardage of
homespun, dyed and handwoven checked flannet from the St. Albert Miss:on at the fair in
1884 (October 11). The séttlve_rs from the Parry Sound area (Ontario), who arrjved in the
" Edmonton area in 1892, broughf a few Io’qmsywith them. Théy were shared by several
families. and were continually in-use during the 1890s (Richards,in Green (Ed.) (1967), p.

184), Thére is some eVidehce of rag carpet wea‘v'ing asa cotta.g‘e. craft ihddstry as
suggested by the occasnonal small newspaper ads in T he Regina Leader (August 11,
1895). and The Edmonton Bulletin. (August 10. 1894), and the descnptlon of the rag mat

, dlsolay of 3 Mrs. Odell of Medlcme Hat at the Calgary fa:r (Th /gafy, Tribune. October

«'16&889) . o
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Table 5.21 Number of weaving categories e’t‘-‘“selected farrs

Year Ed Ca MH RD Re\j\ Sa T

. . 1

1884 - : 1
1885 - 1
1886 1 - 1 -
1887 - - - - 2

NN — —

1889 - - - - 1 .
1890 - - - 1 -
1891 - - - 1 -

1894 1 . . . g
1905 - : : : : 1

1808 4

1809 i - : .
1910 3 - - -
1911 3

1912

- 2

1914 1 - - 1 5 1
1915° - - - - 5 -

Total 3 13 1 1 L] 6 b \5\39

~

Note: only the fgllowing fairs featured weaving: -
Ed Edmonton . Re = Regmna

-Ca Calgary Sa Saskatoon

MH = Medicine Hat T .= Total

RD = Red Deer

- = fair held but weaving not featured

blank space = 'no fasr or data unavailable \

]
Ao W dbWw-=h

There is also some evxdence of a commercxal weavmg m\duéry The Domunion
census of Canada of 1891 and 1901 mention a woollen mill l\t'ne North West Territories,
employing seven men, three women and two boys under 16 years of age The 1835
census of the North West Terrltorles however, does not mentuon a woollen mlll The
Calgary newspapers on the other hand, de,scrlbe the exhlbmon of the Fish Creek Woollen
Mill in 1890 (The Ca/gary Tribune, October 15 1890) and the Alberta Woolen Mill in
1894 {The Calgary Hera/d July 17, 189.4) The Edmonton Bulletin mentloned a display
of the Edmonton Woollen Mills. at the ’903 fair (Juty, 31.%

Of the 38 weavmg categories 32 indicated a specmc ltem There were ning

o

blankets and eleven woven counterpanes followed by Six rag carpets wnth a cotion
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warp. at least 10 yards'. one floorMat and a few pieces of flannel yardage.

Weaving accounts for 0.5% of all categone's in this survey. The total number of
first prizes awarded annually fiuctuated between one and two. As shown by table 5.21 no
first prizes were éWarded for weaving between 1895 and 1904. From 1908 on. the
number of first prizes remained small, but increased. 1914 was a peak 'year when eight
first prizes were awarded for this craft at four of the farrs held that year. Weaving was
featured in Regina (40% of all weaving categories), Calgary (32%), Sagkatoon (12.5%),

Edmonton (10 o), Medicine Hat. and Red Deer (2.5% each). Weaving was regularly featured

-
B

n Regipa fggm )884 to 1}9 1. and in Calgary from 1908 to 19 12.In other communities

weaving v}/\\s only occasidnally awarded a first prizé at the fair. &

Ly
\

Y

- 5.19 Straw Weaving

This stud‘y himits itself to the dxsc-uss]on of straw weaving and basketry categories

as they appeared on tHe prnzew:nners hsts of this syrvey. Straw weaving was featured

e

only six times. The category: s;‘; :: '.hat appeared the most of?en and one basket was

f“eatured on the prize rfsts Although the techniques used in straw weaving and basketry
might be similar to weaving, background information on basketry and straw was not
&0ught out. The existance of a small body of literature on straw weaving in Can_ada was
noted (J. Beaudom-Ross and P. Blackstock, 1984, pp. 76 and 82). ‘ '

L

As shown on table 5.22, straw weaving was tabulated only SIX times accounting

\m Calgary (1 08). .

 5.20 Lea.therwork A .
Although tanmng and leatherwork are not textile crafts, they were occas:onally
featured in the domestlc industry classes. in which most of the textile craft categorues
were found Jacquelme Beaudom Ross and Pamela Blackstock list several studnes on
leatherwork in Canada with repect to bottes sauvage and cuire sauvage (1984, pp. 72 82

- and 86. -
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Table .22 Number

Year

of straw weaving categories at selected

Calgary Regina

>

fairrs

Saskatoon

1889
1890
1891
1892 =
18394
1896
1902
1908

—
.

'—l—.-—‘—‘

Note: only the above fairs featured straw weaving

- = fair held byt straw weaving not featured
blank space = no fair held or data unavailable

Leatherwork was featured in Prince Albert, which had 647 of all leather working

categories in this survey, Regina and Sashatoon (about 13% each) and in Medicine Hat and

the Battlefords (3% each). Saskatoon featured leather categories in the late 1880s. Prince

Albert from 1800 to 1982, while the other communities awarded first prizes for

leatherwork only intermittently.
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Table 5.23° Number of leatherwork categories at selected fairs

Year Ed MH C R, Sa Ba PA T
W

1882 1 (N SR 1
1884 - - - 3

W

1886 - . -
1887 -
1888 4
1889 1
1880 5
1891 4
2
2
1

'
?
[ T T

1892
1893
1894

1900 -t S . -
1801 - - - -
1902 - - - -

1904 : o
1905 1 -

1907 v - 1 - A W 7

[
1) b ] ) [} ) ]
*

[ A
1
]

ENTSES
NRND NONDONAN -

—
I
)
)
. ‘!"
'
'
—

]
2

'

]
b

1810 - - - 1 S
1911 - 1 - - 1

1813 . @ - - 1 , Y . a
X . lv.;
1814 - 2 . ¥ - - CooN L L2

R

- Total 24 ¥ 4 4 1 \ 20 154 -

Note only the following fairs featured leatherwork: , \
Ed = Edmonton Ba = the ‘Battlefords A
MH = Medicine Hat Sa = Saskatoon 3
Re = Regina PA = Prince Albert \
T = Total : - = no leatherwork featured

blank space = no fair or data:unavailable © . -

"o

=4

il

.
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6. Discussion and Conclusions
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Introduction
This chapter contains the discussion and the conclusions of the findings. pertamning to the

four objectives set out in chapter 1.

6.1 Identification of the Crafts ' }1

The fnrst objective was to list textile crafts founld on the p,rizew'mners' lists of
selected agricultural flairs in Alberta and Saskatchewan etween 1878 and 1915. This
objective was met as soon as the coding procedure was finished. Of the 7662 tabutated
categories 61931’ndicated 16 specific crafts. v ‘

These crafts were in rank order according to the number of categories
embroidery (2134 or 27 8% of all categories), knitting (971 or 13%, including knitting with .
homespunl. sewing (705 or 9(0) crochet (617 or 8%), lace makmg {488 or 5.5%. including
‘needle and bobbmlace and lace making in general), quilting (396 or 5%), rug making (213 or
2.8%). mending (107 or 1.4%), netting (80 or1%), painting (79 or 1%), tatting (71 or 0.9%,
beadwork (47 pr 0.6%). weavmg {38 or 0.5%). macrame (31 or 0.4%}. homemade flowers .
(10 or 0.1%), laundry (7 or O. 1%) and hairwork (5 or 0.1%). The proportions of the most
numercus crafts are shown on the chart in tllustration 6. 1. _

Two other crafts were identified, which were not strictly textite crafts as deflned
“in chapter 1. These crafts were leatherwork (54 or 7% )and straw weavnng Bor . .1%). .

Slightly more than one pel’cent {or 86 categorles) stated a specific choice between kmttmg'
and crochet, and 1555 (or 20 Yol categortes did not indicate a specrfnc textile craft.

This list is only of the crafts featured at the ten fairs of thns study . Although the .
list glvesa strong mdncatlon of the type of crafts generally practuced at: the time in the-
area, it spould be: kept in mlnd that other crafts were pract:ced that were notrecognized
as worthy of competmOn by the organlzung commsttees of the agrrcultural socletles Eor
‘instance, knottmg feltmg and the recychng of food bags-were probably practuced in

Alberta and Saskatchewan between 1880 and 18 1 5. but these crafts dsd not appear on
the prnzewmners lists of the fairs in th|s study although the recycling of food bags was.

' mtroduced at the Edmonton fair in the 19305 Thus d:d not mean that recyclmg of food

bags was 2 recent actuv:ty at tﬁh} tlme Intervuews wnth senlor citizens and ad\nce from the S
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. Figure 6.1: Textile crafts, 1879-1915
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Women's Institute indicate that the use of sugar and flourbags for garments and
household textiles was practiced as early as the turn of the century and may be as old as
the date when the first foodbag was received by a woman or. the pramries (Morsch, 1984,
Women's Institutes, 1923. p. 183)

Mending of garments and table inen was not featured on the prizewinners’ lists
prior to 1912. This does not mean that stockings and socks, garments and tablelinen were
hardty ever patched or darned before 1912. Simiilarly, because starched collars and shirts
were featured from 1900 on. it dpes not mean that they were not ;c,tarched before, nor
only in the communities that featured laundry Lethbridge, Regina, and the Battlefords. On
the contrary it might me'av;\ that these skills were recognized as being worthy bf

competition because they were about to disappear due to increased prosperity and a shift

to a more informal hfestyle. +

6.2 Change in Interest in Textile Crafts, 1879-1915

The second objective was to identify ar;y quantltatls.v'e change lm the annual number
of categories of each textile craftin the selected fairs of this survey. This objective ?vas
met by the analysis of the fwo dimensional cross-tabulation of the vaniables Craft and
Time. A three dimensional cross-tabulation of the variables Location over Time by Craft
rendered a more detailed insight of the change in interest in the crafts as reflected by the
chang‘e in the Aumber of prizes awarded for each craft at various locations.

Although the data for this study were collected from.ten farrs, it was found that'
data of all ten fairs were available for only two years, 1904 and 1906 (see illustra'tloﬁ
6.2). Since most of the agricultural .sb.cieties were established in the 1880s, the range:
from one fair in 1879 to seven fairs in 188'_/ was to bé expected. From 1887 tifl 1895
the number of fairs on which data was,c61lected"fluctuated between five and seven.

, Between 1 895 and 1839 some of th.e,larger societies did not hold fairs (Edmonton,
Calgary..and Regina). Agricultural associations in smaller communities were able to

continue their fairs during the depfession of the 1890s. but not every year.
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Figure' 6.2 Number of fairs surveyed, 1879-1915
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6.2.1 Embroidery

Embroidery ‘categornes accounted for almost 28% of all 7665 categories in this
survey. As indicated by table 6.1, interestin erhbrondery before 1837 was very low. From
1898 on, interest gradually increased, and continued to do so at the cut-off date 1915,
This suggests an increasing interest in embroidery in generat. Fifty seven per cent of the
total number of embroidery categories were featured from 1808 on, of whuch almost half
were featured in 1914 and 1915 alone. Thus could reflect the increased prosperlty and
lteisure, which the popelation of the Canadian Prairies was beginnmg 10 enjoy at that time.
An extension of this study is neeeesary to determine if the high number of categories in
1915 (22 at seven fairs) represents a peak year or was part of further increase in interest.

Embroidery acc¢ounted for the largest percentage of categories et all fairs in this
survey. ranging from 22% in Red Deer to 34% in Regina. An exception is Prince Albert

«

whefe embroidery ranked third, making up only 9% of all categories at this community fair.

6.2.2 Khitting

Knitting was the second most im;;ortant’éraft at the fairs in this survey (about 1 3%.
of all categories), including knitting with homespun yarn. The interest in Knitting increased
rapidly in the early 1880s, until it more or less stabilized between 1884 and 1896 The
number of kmttlng categories decreased thFoughout the 1890s and was unstable durmg
the early 19005. The increase in the number of knitting categories from 1809 on suggests
an increased interest in knitting in general. At the same time knitting categer_ies started to
show more variely. This suggests that knitting was increasinglvy practiced to produce not

only socks, mitts or coverlets, but also for children’s and baby garments and decorative

trims for household linens.

6.2.3 Sewing _
| Sewi‘ng ranked third in the numberlof prizewinning categories of this survey.
' Before 1888 only one first pnze was awarded for sewmg per annual fair. From 1888 till
1908 the number of first prizes for sewmg mcreased An extension of thus study is
- needed to determme whether the high number of sewnng categorues in 1915 (57

categones at7 fanrs) is nncadental or represents the begmnmg of further mcreased

[
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interest. The increase in sewing categories may be due to the influence of the activities of

the Women's Institutes. which were founded on the prairies in the first decade of the ©

twentieth century. and the inclusion of sewing in the formal curriculum of the higher
.grades of the public school system. Another study I1s necessary to determine whether this

1s actually the case.

6.2.4 Crochet

Crochet ranked fourth in this survey, with 8% of all categories. Although the
average number of créchet categories per annual fair fluctuated before 1895, there were
more categories per fair during the 1880s than in the early 1890s. This may suggest a

decreased interest in crochet. From 1896 to 1907 interest in crochet remained fairly

~ a

stable. The increase in the average number of crochet categories from 1908 on suggests
an increase In the general mtérest in crochet, reaching a peak in 1915, At this time more
crochet iter;'\s were featured in more categor;es than knitting. Thi§ may swggest that
crochet Was perceived as a Ie;suré tim\e aciivity, more like embroidery rather than knitting.
which was still mainly considered for the domestic production of the family's hand and |
footwear. It may also reflect changes ‘in fashionable cl‘othing styles. An extension of this
study is necessary to determine whether the high nﬁmber of categories in 1915

represents a peak year. or is part of continued increasing interest in crochet.

-6.2.5 Lace Making _

Ltace making cétLgories account for 5.5% of all categories in this éurvey. This
included 4.5% of ‘needle and bobbin lace-cat.egofies and about 1% for the general lace T
categories. Before 1897 there were very few Iéce categories. A few fairs awarded one
or two first prizes for lace méking but most faifs did not. From 1898 on the increased
number of fnrst pnzes warded for lace makmg may reflect an mcreased interest in thts ‘

» craft Most of the Iace makmg categornes were tape laces a téchmque closely related to -
embroxdery Itis. thereﬁ‘ore probable that mcreased leisure and prosperlty were some of -

the social forces behinld the increased mterest in lace makmg ,from the turn of the centu‘ry

on.
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6.2.6 Quilting

Quilting accounts for 53;'c.>f all categories and ranks sixth in this survey. Interest in
qutiting rematned stable throughout the period, as suggested by the average number of
quilting categories per annual fair, which was tv‘vo.‘A stable number of categories, may
represent an actual decline in interest of the general pubhic, when the total population and
the tetal number of textile categories of a fair increased during this period of stability. It is
however interesting to note that of all items specifically indicated in the terms of the ‘
categories. quilts were the most numerous (358 out of the 4597 categories indicating a

L3
specific item).

6.2.7 Rug Making

Rug making ran.ks seventh, accounting for 3% of all categories in this survey. The
average number of rug making categories per anrﬁ;al fair was one, indicating a low but
steady general interest throughout the period of fhis study. A stable number of categories -
may indicate an actuel decline in interest of the general public. when the total population |

and the total number of categories of the community's fair increased durin eriod of
- ‘ g9 Y g P

stability.

6.2.8 Mending
Mending ranks eighth in this survey, accounting for almost 1.5% of all categories in
“this survey Before the turn of the century mending was featured at a few fairs. From
1800 on. general mterest in mending mcreasqd’ as 5uggested by the slow increase in the"

number of first prizes. This may be due to the increased activity of the Women's

Institutes. Another study is necessary to determine whether this is actually the case.

6.2.9 Netting ‘
| Nettmg ranks nmth accountmg for 1.4% of all categories: General mterest in_
netting was low before 1898 From’ 1898 on, mterest steadily mcreased as Suggested by
: .‘Athe small increase of the number of first prlzes awarded at more falrs This modest .
: mcrease m nettmg may be dye to'its assocuatvon with &arned nettmg an embrosdery

technlque popunar at that tnme
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6.2.10 Spinning

’ Spinning rank s tehth, accounting for less than 1.5 % of all.categories in this survey:
This includes knitted homespun categories. Before the turn of the‘century almost all fairs |
awarded at least one first prize for spinning. or knitted homespun. From 1900 on,
spnnmng'was regularly featured in Red Deer til! 1914, and occasionally In Yorkton (1913},
and Edmonton (18 15). Further study of fairs from 19 1? on is necessary to determine if
the occasional feature of spinning was incidental or the beginning of an attempt to revive

the craft.

6.2.11 Painting

Painting ranks eleventh, accounting for 1% of all categories n thus survey. The
absence of priiewinners before 1884‘ suggests a low interest on the part of the general
‘pubhc at that time. A few prizes were awarded at some fairs between 1884 and 1895,
suggesltmg some general interest et that time, which was not sustained between 1896 and

1901. From 1902 on, interest in painting fabrics increased slowly.

6.2.12 Tatting‘
Tatting ranks twelfth, accounting for .8% of all categoriés in this survey. General
nterest in-tatung was modest. The high number of first prizes awarded for tatting from

1912 on may indicate a beginming. of increased genera!{i‘nterest in tatting from-that y&ar on.

6.2.13 Beadwork
‘Beadwork ranks thirteenth, accounting for .6% of all categories.‘ General interest in
beadwork was low as suggested by the small number of first prizes awarded for this
craft. Further mvestngatnon is necessary to see if there is a relationship between the
" popularity of. beadwork at the fairs of Edmonton and Prince Albert in the late 18805 and
early 1890s, and the fact that a Iarge proportxon of the’se two commumtles were of natnve
" - Ind:an or mxxed ancestry, and that these two centres had mission anid tramlng centres w:th

students brought in from other areas.
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6.2.14 Weaving

Weaving ranks fourteenth, accounting for .5% of all categories. General interest in
weaving was modest, as suggested by the low numbers of first prizes awarded m the late
1880s and early 1890s. mainly in Regina. No prizes were awarded from 1894 to 1904.
This may agree with Hoskins' observation that weaving interest was low in the I890s,
because by that time home weaving was no longer gpnecessity for the average household,
and was not yet recognized-as a potential leisure time activity {1383, p. 31). From 190'6'3‘?0
1812, weaving was regularly featured at the Calgary fair. In 1914 1t was also featured in
Saskatoon, Rqéma, Red Deer and Edmonton. Further study of fairs is necessary to
determine whether. this indicates the beginning of an attempt to revive the craft, or

whether this cluster of weaving categories is incidental.

6.2.15 Macramé : 8

Macrame ranks fifteenth, accounting for .4% of all categories. General interest in
macrame before 18395 was modest, as suggested by the low.number of first prize
winners before that date. From 1895 on.only very few prizes were awarded. mdncatmg

little or no generalinterest in that craft. C

6.2.16 Homemade Flowers
Home made flowers ranks sixteenth,-accounting for .7% of all Categories. General
interest for this craft was shown only occasionally at a few fairs throughout the period

under study.

6.2.17 Laundry
Laundry ranks seventeenth, accounting for .1% of all categories. There were no

fnrst prizes awarded for laundry before 1900, and only i in a few communities after 1900.

: Thns mdxcated that most organizing commlttees andthe geheral pubhc did not recognize

‘ Iaundry asa craft in WhICh one could compete at the fair. It may be interesting to

| mvestngate the quality of the water available for washing between 1880 and 1915'in the

three communities which did feature laundry, and compare in with the ‘quality of the water

" “available in other communities. which did not feature laundry. Starched collars at the fairs

v
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might also reflect an attempt to save an aspect of a formal lifestyle that was gradually

bein§ phased out during the Edwardian Era.

6.2.18 Hairwork h

Hairwork ranks enghteentﬁ, comprising less than . 1% of all categories in this
surv;ay. General interest in this craft was'very modest as suggested by the occasional first
prizes awarded before 1838S. That it appeared on the prize hs'ts in the 1890s at all is
surprising. as it was already out of style in the early 1880s (Caulfeild & Saward, 1882, p.

148).

6.2.19 Other Crafts . .
' Leatherwork accounted for .7% of all categories in this survey. Gene:‘rél interest In
leatherwork was modest, as suggested by the low number of prizes awarvded from 1882
to 1894. There were no prizewinners for leatherwork from 1895 till 1300, but from
190‘1 on, interest in this craft revived, as suggested by the occasional first prizes
awarded from that date on. Terms in the leatherwork categories reveal a wide variety of
items: moccasins (22 pairs) and dressed and undressed skins and robes, bridles. boots,
leather garments, and sofa cushions. This was one craft in which native Indian and
Em,;ropean tradittons interacted. Mocc’asms and fur robes were featured at several
agricultural farrs, in the general domestic manufacture classes as well as in the Indian
Departments.

Straw weaving accounted for less than 1% of all categories in'this survey. Most of
the prizes for this craft were awardéd between 1889 and 1896 in Saskatoon.

‘

6.2.20 Not Specified )
fhere were a number of categorﬂievs which could not be ass'rg‘nedito_ any specific
craft. These categories accounted for about 20% in this survey. Before 1886 the numbef
of these categories was very low, but from 1886 on it increased gradually froma range
betWeen thre"e and 'six. per annuél fair frdm, 1886 to 1895, to eight-and twelve per fair

from 1911l 1915. - SRR . \

Co
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6:3 Local Differences
The third objective of this study was to identify any marked differences among

communities. This goal was met by the comparison of the three dimensional
cross-tabulations of Location over Time by Craft and of Craft over Time by Location. The
use of percentages of the variable craft made comparison among the larger A and the
smaller B farrs ;Sossible. Of all rhe éategor‘iaes analyzed it was found that 4411, or 57%
onginated from just four fairs. Three of them were A fairs, Regina (1190 categories).
Calgary (1156), and Edmonton (1011). The fourth was a B fair: Medicine Hat (1054). f

Saskatoon. an A fair had only 860 categon‘es between 1880 and 1915. The other,B fars
‘had far less Lethbridge (563), Yorktcln (53 1), Prince Albert {455), Red Deer (4/5\1}d the 7
Battiefords(391). ’

The most mareked difference was that Prince Albert had the highest percentage of
knitting categories {2 1%), While in all other communities embroidery featured the highest
percentage. This was probably caused partially, y the absence of data for Prince A!bert
f:'om 1808 till 1915, a period in which the embroidery categornes mcreased sharply at all
other falrs while knitting mcreased less dramatically. in Prince (Albert embroidery ranked
fourth (9% of all categories at that fair)- This too could be to some extent explained by the
absence of data on Prince Albert after 1907. Comparison of the number of ernbrOxdery
catdgornes at Prince Albert with that at other fairs prior to 1807 reveal very few first
prizes were awarded in Prince Albert, only one or.two annually until 1804, and sorﬁewhat
more from i905 till 1807, but not nearly as many as in other fairs.

Prince Albert also had a low perr:entage for lace making (1.8%). This craft ranked

. 11th.in Prince Albert, while in other fairs in this survey it ranked 4th or 5th. This 'c:ould also ‘
be partially due to the abse‘nc'e.ofﬂdata after 1807, because the r'vumbe‘r of lace making
categories increased from 1812 dn, after a period of depression bétweén 1907 and .
1911, Combarison of the number of lace m'aking categories in Prince Albert‘with that of
other fairs pl’lOl’ to 1908 revealed that there were very few. first prizes for lace making
awarded {only-eight in total) in Prince Albert. Another community fair which featured a low

number of lace making categories was that of the Battlefords where ohly nine first prlzes

were awarded for lace makmg pnor to 1908, and four between 1808 and 1915.

~
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Prince Albert was one of the four fairs n which the pércentage of categories .
without indication of a specific textile craft was higher than any of the percentages of
chgorues mduEatmg a specific craft (30%). The other three fairs were Red Deer (43%
Saskatoon (27%), and Battleford (25%). In five communities the pertentage of categories
without mdication of a specific textile craft was outranked-by that of embrendery
categories. These cdmmunntues were: Lethbridge (23%), Medicine Hat (19%), Yorkton s
(18%). Calgary (14%). and Edmonton (14%). In Regina the percentage of cateéornes failing
to indicate a specific craft ranked third (1 1%), after embroidery and knitting. Thus,

Regina s prizewinners’ lists yteided the most specific ﬁnformatuqn on 'the types of textile
. crafts at agricultural farrs, while Fsed Deer"s iist yielded the least specific information in
that respect.

Yorkton had a higher percentage of sewing categories (17%) than any other farr,
The percentéges for sewing categories at other fairs ranged mostly between 9 and 11%.
Red Deer on the other hand had a low percentage of sewmg categories (1%}. Yorkton also

’ had a high percentage of quilting categories (9%}. The percentages for quilting at other
fairs range mostly between 3 and 5%. |

Other differences are less marked. The rank order of the pe}centages of craft
cétegories follows mostly the general rank order with a few transpositions of adjacent
crafts. The rank erder of textile crafts at the Calgar;/ fair follows that of the general order
till the eleventh craft. Thus Calga/ry seems to be the most representative community 6f ‘

with respect to the gxtent of textile craft practices in Alberta and Saskatchewah, as

reflected by the prizewinrers lists of the selected agricultural fairs.

o>

6.4 Content Analysis ofPrizewinners' Lists and 'Evaluetion

The fourth‘objective'was to develep‘a‘method of extracting quentitétive
information frorn the prlzewmners lists of agrncultural fairs published in newspapers and
to evaluate their use asa source for h:s orical studies. Thus sectuon dISCUSSBS the nature of
the mformatuon contamed in the prize lusts the method used to analyze the lists, and the
o evaluamgp gf th= type of mformatlon extracted this way

4

.

"
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6.4.1 Prize Lists and Prizewinners’ Lists

.'{he prizewinners’ lists' can be viewed as the final link i a chain of interaction
between the agricultural society and the community it served. The society recoénized a
number_‘of popular crafts practiced in the community and listed them as categories in therr
prize lists. ‘Before 1920 these lists were not standardized: every agricultural society had
its own way of categorizing crafts, and no two communities published the sarne prize hst
(Jones, 1983, pp. 24-25). |

The prize lists were at first printed in newspapers, but some societies also issued
po‘sters (Frith, 1983, p. 63 Saskatchewan A‘rchivee Board, Regina, poster file). Later they
- were aiso published as booklets. “These booklets were often osed as promotional material
to entice new settlers into the area (Jones, 1983, p. 18). This was encouraged by the
Department of Agncu!ture which recommended the Grenfell Prize List of 1899 as a
model example (Saskatchewan Archives Board, Regina, 260, I, 22 1; Saskatchewan
Archives Board, Regina, Pamphiet file).

Categories were added to, or deleted from, these lists to foljow the needs and the
taste of the community. Additions could take the form of special prizes. These were
ueually offered by someone interested in promoting that particular craft, or because it
was thought that poteritia! clients or patrons would be interested in them (McEwan, 1960,
p. 22).1f a special prize ran successfully for a few consecutive years. the organizers of
the fair ’usu‘ally incorporated it into the regular prize list. ;

Since the government grants to the agriculturat societies matched only‘the prize
money awarded from the treasuries of the societies. it was in the interest of each society
to persuade the sponsors of the special prizes to donate the money‘ directly to the
socuety rather than award it mdependently (F.H. Auld 1922, Saskatchewan Archives
Board, Regma 260, 1,22 1) Thus the more qulxotrc special prizes, such as a window sash
for the best bannock baked by a bachelor (Alameda 1890) o numerous before the the
turn of the century gradually dlsappeared | ) N
Most agricultural socuetnes allowed the Judges to add new categorles and award
_ prnzes to accommodate entrles which were not antscrpated and did not fit any of the
: categones on the program. Often these newly created categor:es were added to next

year s hst Thus the commumty responded to the pr:ze hsts in another way through the

PN
7
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T
Community Agricultural society |

_—/___9 Crafts. practiced cerrently __‘_‘_}\ . |

L Prize lists —{3
—— Specral prizes £

S
— Entrles. e >~\
Judging;
. - . e
L Prizewinners lists < -

— Crafts. continued practice

llustration 6.3 Dualoéue betweén the Agricultural Society and the community.
s

g

entries themselves.
It 1s assumed that the more popular a craft, the more entries were received at the |
fair, the more need there was for the organizers to create specific categories for that
particular craft. If the craft was not as popular as was anticipated, the numbe\r of entries
would be Jow or nil. In that case the organizers eliminated a few categones of that
particular craft The prlze winners’ Ilsts are the end products of a dsalogue between the
community and the agricultural society, and reflect the “crafts practiced by the community
more accurately than the programs or prize lists. ..

6.4.2 Prizewinners’ Lists and Content Analysis

Prizewinners’ lists form an excellent source of data for content analysis, because
“they contain many saslly defined units whnch yleld quantntatcve mformatlon The largest
v challenge of the content, ana!yS|s of the prlzewmners lists was the process of relatmg
historic terms to the modern framework of'defnnltlons.

Durin’g“.tm"s‘study'it was found that: the pﬁie iists of the A fairs yielded the most

£

detailed. mformatxon about the varnety of the techhnques and arncles produced by any gwen '

a

craft The B faurs on the other hand tended to gnve less detarl m general but to. conflrm

overall trends "/ /

. A o .
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The researcher was well into this study when she discovered rf&r
précarnous the dependence can be upon microfiimed newspapers. Although made
aware of any possible gaps in the sequence of fairs by the statement of MacEwan
that many agricultural societles‘could not hold fairs every year during the
depression of the 18905 (1950 p. 191) other gaps, both large and small, were
duscovered \ )

' One large gap was in the newspaper coverage of Prince Albert from 1910
till 1915. The Saskatchewan Archives Board is still trying to fill that gap. but as of
January 1985, it was unaple to locate a series of Pr,ééce Albert néwspapers for
that period. '

| Smaller gaps occur wrlen anissue, or a page. or part of a page was

missing. Ou:te often issues w‘th the prrzewmners list, or pages with the winners’

lists were mrssung If this occurred in a newspaper of a community w1th another

local paper. or with out-of-town coverage such 2 V,was of no consequence.

.Often, however, a community had only one local pap -,.and out of town papers

did not always carry the prizewinners' lists or the Ladies Work department. Thus,

the informatnon onsome fairs could not be collected {Prince Albert, 1908."@909.;

Medicine Hat, 1888 and 1912). Sometimes the city's second newspaper had e

similar gap.s (Calgary. 1884), or published only a few of the prizewinners rCalgary. _

. 1813). "

Qut-of- town newspapers often published the prize lists of the .

. communities which did not have a local paper. The first prize list of the Edmonton

fanr was published in The Saskatchewan Herald of Battieford (1879),-Red Deer's _ g ' )
1832 and 1894 fair were published in 7 he Ca/gary Tribune, and Saskatoon s falrs L -
from 1886 till 1886 were published in The Reg/na Leader. Sometimes a

commumty did not have a local paper and could not or would not  arrange

’p'ubhcatnon in an out-of-town paper. Red Deer's prrzewmners lists were only

tw:ce publushed na Calgary newspapers but nowhere else ‘until Red Deer's The _
A/berra Advocate was established. Slmularly no prize lists were publlshed any - )

v newspaper of the Yorkton farr, until the estabhshmant of T he Yorkton E nterpr/se |
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Despite these limitations content analysis of the prizewinners’ lists 1s a
viable way of collecting quantitative information, especially if the historical terms

on the winners lists are thoroughly understood.

6.4.3 Prizewinne’rs

Close examunation of the prize lists reveal that almost all.winners have
Anglo-Saxon names. There are a few French names, especially on the'Ed:?nomon
winners’ list, but that is to be expected fr‘om the corhr;mnity which in 1911 stilt had &
the largest French speaking population in Saskatchewan and Alberta {Dominion
Census. 1911, Vol. Il Table X).lln 1886 the native Ir.\diansb and their descendants
formed the largést segment of the population in the North West Territories {92°%.
Dominion Census, 1881, Vol. lll, Table D). At that time people from Anglo-'-Saxon
stock, bornin Canada, Great Britain, and the United States ’:-lccount"d for less than

% (ibid.). By 1906 the bbrtioq pf-ieyg; of Anglo-Saxon stock had increased’to
72.5%, butin 1811 they accounted for about 60%.. 409& of the population in
Alberta and Saskatchewan bemg'from non- British stock {Palmer, 1983, p. 181 The
' names on the prizewinners Iusts.however remain almost-totally Anglo-Saxon. It
should be kept in mind that a n.ur;wber of the bearers of these Anglo-Saxon names
w;are of part indian ancestry. , ‘

There is a ép«iig}g;lxr;mg of German and Scandinavian names.. and a Mrs. Buhar -
won a fjr;t prize for best'Doukhonr"rieedle work at the 1801 Yorkton fair. The
names of the prizewinners’ lists between 1879 and 1915 do not suggest that the
new non-Anglo-Saxpn _residents of the two provinces participated to an{/ great

extent at' th'e ahnuél agﬁcultura'l fairs. Perhaps this was to be expected, e§pécially
since the agricultural societies, liké all major educational, sociél and political‘
institutions, were Orgénized by people ofﬂ British descent, creatin"g an environment | .
in which o?her Anglo-SaXons would fe‘el immgdiately at home, while
non‘~Anglo-Sax.ons had to sp‘end several years to adjust (Paimer, ibid., p 14). As
such, the prizewinners’ lists yield information about a ‘spécifié part of the

=

populati‘bn only. i
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The only ethnic group which was represented regularly, other than
Anglo-Saxon, at agricultural fairs were the natlve Indians. Indian participation was
sought in two different ways. One was to encourage the Indians to pursue
agriculture. From 1885 till 1895 and later from 1904 till 1915 the r?egina fair had
an “Indian Department”: a mini-agricultural fair for Indians from all over the two
provinces. While some of the categories reflected native crafts, most of them

.were for liv‘estock, vegetables and domestic manufactures such as butter, quilts,
rnmelns, etc. Other fairs such as Calgary and Medicine Hat, f‘eatured another type
of Indian department with‘exotrc items such as collections of buffalo horns,
tobacco pouches and “Indian ¢urios”. , .

Most agricultural societies. knowing that dressed up Indians attracted
visitors to their fairs, gave all Indians free entrance to the fairs, proyrded they
were dressed in full costume. Parades and shows featuring native dances were
oréanized probably for the same reason. Government officials frowned on this,
and Ip 1808 a form letter was sent to al agricultural societies in Alberta and
Saskatchewan, requesting them to refrain trom organizing parades and dances for
Indians, cecaese this “might lead to neglect of their (the Indians’} pursuit of
agriculture” (Firth, 1982, p. 819, Glenbow Alberta Archives. EBR‘A._278 F’215)..
This conflncting attitude from the goyernment and the white society 10wards
Indians was fairly typical for the period under study (G. Nicks, personal
commumcatlon July 1984).

There is however one mterestmg aspect that should be explored further.
Twenty two pairs of moccasins were featured at the agricultural fairs, and not all. .

© of them in the "Indian Departménts" Prince Albert featured moccasins in the

regular class of domestic manufacture in 1883 and 1884, Saskatoon and

Battleford featureq moccasins in 1887 and Regina in 191 1. This suggest the -

acceptance of some native tradmons in the dally life of. the very early pioneers of

the North West- Territories. Further research is necessary to conflrm this.
Another hmltatnon of using prlzewmners list is revealed by close

exammatuon of the names and addresses of the pnzewrnners Not all wmners

- resided m the community served by the agrnwltural faur There were a number of -
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people who travelied around and competed for prizes at several fairs each year.
There were the ngedlewomen who were so successful at their home fairs that
they entered their products at sbqtne of the larger fairs in their province. Such
persons were Loursa Martin and Agnes B. Smyth(e), whe, after-winning a large
number of prizes in their hometown, Calgary. for several years. competed |
successfully in Regina. Edmonton, ahd Saskatoon as well. There were some
women from Manitoba and_ Ontario, who regularly flooded the farrs with their | /1'
entries. The prizewinners’ Iist of Calgary 1910 shows 107 of such 'out-of-towh‘
pruzeWInners, of the total 207 prizes (first. second and third prnzes) awarded for
textile crafts. Fifty one of these 107 prizes awarded to out-of-the-province
winners were won by a single winner. a Mrs. McCutcheon from Toronto. She had
already won 43 prizes at the 1909 Calgary fair and 28 at the 1908 Calgary fair.
Another formidable prizewmner was Zeta (A.) Haist from Hamilton. It 1s possible
that thl‘S was a8 mother and daughter team becat:se the designation Mrs. or Miss 1s
not conenstent. Mrs./Miss Haist won 108 prizes between 1909 and 1915 at all A
fairs in Alberta and Saskatchewan JI
| This phenemenon started in 1903 whén a Mabel Cook from' Woodstock.
Ontario. entered some utems at the Edmonton fair. At that time the organizers_we?e
flattered that-ther fair had attracted exhibitors from so far away. Ten'ye_ars later
they urged the local ladies to bring out their best work so that the majority of the
prizee would remain ih the community. it may be interesting to check the winners’
lists of other larger.fairs in Canada, and trace the success of these travelling
- exhibitors. A continuation of this survey is necessary te determine whether the
pher_)om’enon of the travelling exhibitor continued after 1915.

From the late 1880s on the prize hsts featured categories for glrls under,
the age of 10 or 12. They could-compete in examples of handstltchmg in the form
of an apron or outline embrondery,, or of knitting. In the late 1890s the 'age fimit
was raised to -12'or 14. Regina a.n_c‘i Prihce Albert had two-t;_'ategories for girl-é, one

~ for under ten and the other for under 14 years old. Around 19 10 the age limit for
gu‘rle' work was_ raised again. In 1906 Lethbridge rai“se.d' itto 15 yéars and agaih to

16 yearsin 1910. Most other fairs at that time had categories for st:hoo'lgirls
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under 14,

While most of the prizewinner s names were preceded by Mrs. or Miss,
there were a number of abbreviations of male Christian names on the winners’ hists
of Edmonton, ‘Regina and Prince Albert in the 1880s. There were a few men who
submitted their own knitwork or embroidery, but this was usually acknowledged in
a paragraph describing the entries at the fair (e.g.. Captain Hoey s knitting. The
Prince Albert Times. 1884) Some societies published as winners the names of
those persons who claimed the prize money. It is likely that séme men, havung won
prizes for hvestock or other categories, thought it expedient to claim all the prnze
money won by themselves and the members of their families. It is possibie that
some societies iho'ught It more expedient to write out one check for the whole
family, rather than for each member who won a prize. This-would explain fhe*
Charles’ or C;eorges' winning pr.iz_es for livestock, and textile crafts, sometimes

including categories for girls under 12.

6.4.4 Prize Money
' Close mspectnon of the prize money révealed that the first prizes awarded
for textile craft cate\gdnes ranged from 75 cents for a small item, such as a pair
of mrtts or socks, to two dollars for amore Iabor intensive item. such as a quilt.
An exception 1s the Edmonton fair of 1879 when the.average first prize was five
~dollars. ‘ | :
The comolaint voiced by "Nancie” in the Farm and Ranch Revierv of April 5,
1923, that the prize money for the women's exhibits such a needlework were
extravagant eompared with the prize money for livestock, does not reflect the
situation of the agricultural fairs in Saskatchewa'n and Alberta frorn 1880 till 1915.
Pnze money offered for textile crafts was very low, especnally when compared to .
the amounts offered for cattle and horses The first prlzes for large hvestock
ranged from s 5to § 25. These relatively high prizes for hvestock were
‘ encouraged by the departments of agrnculture In the Modeltown 7 973 Pr/zel/st
the agrlcultural department of the province of Saskatchewan recommended that

: agrlcultural societigs award 75% of the prxze money to Iwes_tock winners.
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/
(Saskatchawan Archuves Board, Regina. pamphlet file).

A review of the annual returns of the financial statements of the‘agricultural
societies reveals that at least 60% of the prize money was indeed spent on the
winners of horse and cattle categories (Saskatchewan Archives Board, Regina and
Saskatoon. files 260, Provincial Archives of Alberta, files 73.316. Glenbow
Alberta Archives. files Br.A.218).The 1902 return of Saskatoon, showing that
$ 126 was spent on prizes for horses (which attracted 90 entries). $ 117 on prizes
for cattle (80 entrses), $34 on cereals (28 entries), and $ 17.50 on "Women's
Work" (70 entries), is not unusual. This does not suggest that‘the textile crafts
were underrated, but rather that the larger livestock categories were O\I!errated.
This was observed by the editor of The /nnisfail Free Lance who shggested in an
editoral that the agricultural societies should award higher prizes for ropts,

vegetables, and cereals, if they wanted to attract the interest of more farmers

{August 17, 1903)

6.5 Conclusions »

What do prizewinners’ lists indicate about the practice of textile crafts on
the Canadian Prairies‘z? Analysis of the craft categories in this'survey revealed that
people knitted, Aewed quilted, and hooked garments. bedding and floor coverlngs
for thetr famllles from the late 1870s to the First World War. In the early twentieth
century they gradually expanded their repertoire of knitted items. They continued
quilting and rug making but started at that time to find more leisure for tape l.aces
and the embrojdery of table Iinen and other household textiles.

Analysrs of the items on the other hand revealed that the utilitarian textiles
outhumbered the decoratwe ones. More qunlts were produced than sofa pa[lows
more mitts than centerpieces. more stockmgs than pincushions, more aErTi t@ / ‘
.‘ tea cloths etc. Both analyses mdncated two conflicting trends w:thm the textile 2N
crafts featured at the agrncultural fairs. These trends are similar to the conflicting
" trends which form the theme of David Jones' study on Western Canadian fairs
(1983). One trend, paraliel to the :edtjc'atjonal purpose pf‘the‘fair, ermphasized
continual irnpro'vément of domestic industr{of utilitarian articles, such as qUilts and. |
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clothing. The other trend. parallel to the amusement and distractions offered at the
fars, was the ever increasing range of decorative articles reflecting the latést fads

and fancies published in neediecraft magazines and touted by the distributors of

needlecraft kits.



7. Recommendations

7.1 Future Studies

(1) An extension of ‘his study, chontmuing the survey from 1915 to 1945 or
beyond. may yield insights into the further development of textile crafts in Alberta
and Saskatchewan. Such a study is necessary to eetermine whether the high
numbers of embroidery, crochet, sewing and mending categories in 1915 are
incidental, or reflect a trend towards increased interest in these crafts.

(2) An expansion of this study to include all agricultural fairs in Alberta and
Saskatchewan from 1880 to 1914 would reveal the complete extent cf textile
crafts at agricultural fars. It would also yield a complefe set of information fo.r
futur‘e studies and collection policies. Such an expansion would not be too
CUmberso;ne for Alberts’ since the methodology 1s already developed, and the
number of remaining agriculturat societies established in Alberta before 1900'is
small. | ‘

.(3) The Statistical Package fckr Social Sciences program (SPSSx)'used n this
study Can be adapted to analyze some crafts in greater depth. The large number ofv
embroidery categories tat‘)ulated in this survey would be particularly suifat;le for
such a study. The result would be a more detailed framework of a hnstory of
embrmdery in Alberta and Saskatchewan. It would also be an aid to catarogumg
historic embroideries of the period and area, more so than section 5.3.in this
study. »

(4) The SPSSx program used in this study could be adapted to generate
information on textile crafts in smaller time slots, e.g. decades instead of the
whole 37 year penod of 1879 1915. This may yield ms:ghts into the extent of
u_nterest in textlle crafts for'a par_tlculer peraod‘, ‘which may be especially u‘nportant
for ins;ifutions with a rﬁandate covering only a small number of "yeai's e. g historic
houses. For example a prelummary mvestlgatlon indicates that the percentage of

Ikmttnng categohes was higher during the period 1879 1907 than between 1908

1o 11 5, while the percentage of embro:der,y categ'ornes were markedly Io_wer.

157
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5} Since e use of textile terminology changes over time. a glossary af _____
terms as they appear in the pnzewnnners lists will not only assist in the
identification. but also in the classification and the cataloguing of artifacts, and in
the writing of labe!l content for displays.

{6) Further mvestigat:on may reveal a possible relationship between the
popularity of beadwork and leatherwork in Prince Albert and Edmonton in the
1880s and 1890s and the proportion of the population in these communities of\ \
Indian and mixed aneestry, and having the benefit of missionary and training centers
- encouraging the practice of crafts.

(7) A study of the influence of historic popular needie craft magazines,
_especially those sponsored by embroidery yarn companies and thosevoffermg
embrondery kits, may yield interesting insights into the history of embroidery in
Western Canada \

{8) Similarly. the study of the influence of the Women's Institutes on the\
agricultu@ societies and the prize lists of their“f.airs may add an interesting cha}gter
to the as-yet-to-be-compiled history of textiles in Western Canada.

(9) Small ads in Western Canadian newspapers placed by rag carpet
weavers, descriptions of displays of commercial woollen mills, and their mention
inthe 1881, and I891 and 190 1 census of Canadabwarrant a full investigation in the
history. of weaving ll') Saskatchewan and Alberta as cottage craft industry as well
as a commercial enterprnse
' Ny _

(100 A separate study is needed to evaluate the role of leatherwork, straw
weaving and basketry in the early agricultural settlement period on the prairies.
Prizewinners’ lists suégest that some of the native aspects of Ieatherworl; were -
shared by European settlers in the area. |

(11 lnvestigation of the quality of the water available to housewives in
Lethbridge Regina and the Battlefords between 18739 and' 19 15 and _comparison -

- of the results wnth the auahty of the water of other communmes may yield insights
mto why laundry was featured in these three fairs. |

(12) The successes of a small group of travellmg exhibitors may be traced

n the pnzewmners lists: of a number of. Iarge agr|CUltural fairs across Canada. Thns

s
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may yield information of a unique group of people who may. or may not. have

made therr living from winning prizes at fairs across the cduntry.

7.2 Management of Collections

{1) Collecting institutions in Alberta and Saskatchewan should analyze their
collections and compare them with the information-in this study. especially if therr
community is mentioned. Forinstance, this study indicates that a Iarge amount of
quilts, mitts, socks and aprons were produced. The researcher realises that some
items are more likely to be deposited into a collection than others. Thus it may be L
that an institution has a representative collection of quilts, rather than of mitts or
darned socks. Comparison of this study with‘;an analysis of a collection could make
the curator of the collection aware of gaps to be fiffed.

(2) Histdric houses should analyze the prizewinners’ lists of the local farr to
add @e documentation of the historic house. The staff of the Rutherford House
in E'dmont'on, for instance, were interested to find that Mrs. Butherfong\had won
three first brizes for her néedlework at the 1898 Strathcona fair.

| {3) Pubtication of the discussiaons of the terms and techniques in chapter 5

" would be an.aid in catalogueing artifacts and in forming a collection of textile

.

crafts artifacts.
7.3 Pubifc Programming and Exhlbmons
(1) Museums, historic houses and other institutions with interpretive
programmes shouid analyze their public programming and exhrbmons and compare
their analysis with the findmgs of this study, especaally as it pertains to their '
community. The researcher realises that there are many othe( aspects to be
cqn5|dered when plannmg interpretive pr_ogrammes and dnsplays. Comparison of -
the findings of this sfu'dy wi.tﬁ an analysis of programming . y make the |
: managements Of, these instututions aware of.any gaps an;i/g(ential inaccuracias in /

.

their programmmg

°. (2For olanning a series of workshops and demonstrations, lnStltUtN _.1

shoutd collect aq}nentic patterns from tn@B‘BO_- 1915 period of the followmg A

1
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1tems

-crochet éeverlets, tabie mats. shawls, baby booties and shippers.

-embr-o;dered centerpreces. tea cloths. sofa cushions, tray cloths, 'slippers,
pilow shams, lettering for monogrammed towels and tab‘le‘hnen, sideboard
scafVes, shirtwaists. pincushions, tea coseys handkerchiefs, lingerie,

| -knitted mittens, socks, stockings, coverlets, shawls, and slippers,
--hand and machine sewn men's shirts, ladies’ aprons. children’s dresses,
boy’s suits, shirtwarsts and lingerie, N

~quiit patterns of the period;

-hooked floormat patterns of the period.

(3) Historic houses and similar institutions should conduct their own survey
of the a'grucultu,ral far in their community. Such a Survey will not only yield
information of the textfle.crafts in general, but may yield informatation of
pa}'t‘iCUIar interest to the institution itself.

| {4) Larger rnstitutione may use the list of prizewinners’ names as-a startng
point in researching local textile 'craf't traditions, and as a basis for eollection and
documentation programmes. o o .
' H : . A .
7.4 Content Analysis of Isrize\‘NinAers”Lists
Content analysis of the' prnzewmners lists may be applued to other aspects
5=
of domestic and farm manufacture For mstance prize lnsts and programs of the
fairs in British Columbla were surveyed along with other historic sources in a study
focused on collecting specific information about the techniques tools and
practuces of food preparation in Brmsh Columbia, 1895 1935 (Riley, 1982, p. 73).
Content analysns of the pruzewmners lists can complement this study with '

quantatatnve lnformatlon using the knowledge gamed in the 1982 study asa

guidelune for establushmg relevant categories.
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APPENDIX

‘Worksheet for the collection of data from the prizewinner's hsts.
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