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ABSTRACT

Liang Ch'i-ch'ao was one of the intellectual heroes who led
the Chinese people into a modern age. Although Liang made tremendous
contributions as a journalist, writer, educationalist, political theorist,
philosopher and historian, he valued his own political career above
everything else.

In the late Ch'ing Dynasty (1890-1911), Liang was an advocate of
constitutional monarchy, based generally on the principles of the
British parliamentary system. From 1894 to 1898, Liang, as a member of
the gentry-literati 'class,' went beyond the old Confucian tradition to
advocate reform. He was convinced that just to learn Western technology
in order to protect China from foreign aggression was inefficient. A
thorough reform of Chinese political institutions, educational and socia)
systems, and economic structure was the answer to the challenge of the
West. For this Liang drew inspiration from the Emperor Meiji of Japan.
Liang also advocated the introduction of a constitution into China in order
to extend people's rights.

From 1898 to 1903, Liang advocated the overthrow of the Manchu
Dynasty through a revolution, and the estab)ishment of a republic in
China. This was because the failure of the Hundred Days' Reform (which
resulted in Liang's own exile in Japan) brought him under the influence
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and other revolutionaries and also because he increased
his knowledge of Western jdeas.

After 1903, when he examined the Chinese situation in the light

of international circumstances, Liang abandoned the idea of revolution



and republicanism. Because China did not have a democratic tradition, he
advocated the ‘rejuvenation of the Chinese people' through education, in
order that they might prepare themselves for democracy. He also, in 1905,
advocated enlightened despotism as a stepping-stone toward the realization
of a constitutional form of government. From 1906 on, he returned to his
former idea of a constitutional monarchy.

After the revolution of 1911, Liang becamea prime mover of several
political parties. In order to introduce reforms he participated in
several cabinets. He supported Yuan Shih-kai and other warlords because
he wished to use their military strength to unite China. He later led
the opposition to Yuan's monarchical movement and to the Manchu restoration
movement, in order to protect the constitution.

Throughout his life, through his voluminoﬁs writings, Liang
introduced Western learning and political thought into China. In this
way the change of an ethos in China was achieved. Liang's advocacy
of nationalism--love of the country instead of love of the ruler--had
tremendous effects. Al]l the Chinese leaders in the Twentieth Century
drew inspiration from him. Mao Tse-tung acknowledged that he, in his
early life, was deeply influenced by Liang's writings. Even some of
Liang's ideas sparkled in the Great Cultural Revolution of the 1960's.

To make China strong again and to restore China to glory by
way of a democratic system were Liang's aims throughout his 1life.

The inconsistency in the means he advocated was a result of his response
to the unstable circumstances in China. This study is an effort to
relate Liang's political thought and activities to these changing

conditions.
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INTRODUCTION

Liang Ch'i-ch'ao was one of the most remarkable and influential
theoreticians, one of the most widely learned scholars, and one of the
best-known writers in modern Chinese history. His words and actions
exerted great and profound influence over the political happenings,
social changes and intellectual trends of modern China. His career may
be divided into three phases: from 1890 to 1911 he campaigned for the
reform movement and constitutional monarchy; from 1912 to 1919 he
campaigned, first for the republican movement, involving himself in
party politics; then for enlightened despotism, working part of the
time as a government official; and from 1919 to his death, he was the
dean or leader of the Chinese intellectuals and scholars, and the
moving spirit of the modern student class. His political life may
also be divided into two parts with the revolution of 1911 as the
line of demarcation: eighteen years in the late Ch'ing period and
eighteen years in the early Republican period. Throughout his 1ife,
he produced newspaper articles, research studies, and essays on a
voluminous scale. He in the early twentieth century became the most
influential of all Chinese publicists, the window of Chinese youth
to the West.

When he first rose to fame during the Reform Movement of 1898,
his thought had been in line with that of his teacher, K'ang Yu-wei.
But after they had both escaped abroad into exile in that year K'ang made
little change in his ideas, while Liang, coming in contact with the
modern learning, made great progress. |Instead of admiring Mencius,

he now liked to talk about Rousseau and Montesquieu; instead of




urging the worship of Confucianism, he now tried in many respects to
go beyond the scope of K'ang's ideas. Liang soon left his teacher far
behind.

Liang began to participate actively in the political reform
movement in 1895. Although devoted to the movement for constitutional
monarchy, he also advocated the ideas of min-chuan (people's rights),
and protection of the nation and the race. After the repeated failure
of the tzu-ch'iang (self-strengthening) movements, Liang realised that
not only must China's political institutions and social system undergo
a change, but the Chinese people must basically be reborn or rejuvenated.
Hence the theme of hsgin-min (new people or the renovation of the
people) became the major motif of his essays. It aimed to lead a
patriotic new culture movement.

After the dismal failure of the Hundred Days' Reform Liang in
a short period advocated a violent anti-Manchu movement, and a re-
volution, involving destruction and assassination. He even made use
of the members of the secret societies to start an uprising. After
his American journey (1903), his horizons were widened. He abandoned
drastic measures and promoted moderation.

As the decade after the Boxer Uprising gave increasing evidence
of the impending collapse of the Ch'ing Dynasty, the way was opened
for the rebel elements among the Chinese scholar class to develop their
theories of reform and to try further to rationalize and to understand
the disaster which had overtaken China's ancient society. |In this
period, Liang appeared to represent the more significant wing of the

rebel reformers. While he was less of a political organizer than



Sun Yat-sen, Liang symbolized for the student class the great

tradition of Chinese scholarship, face to face with the unprecedented
problems posed by the West. His wide-ranging interests and

eloquent style gave his writings great force, and there is little doubt
that he taught his generation many lessons in the principle of patrio-
tism.

Liang's hope for China lay in popular education for nationalism.
He espoused an Anglo-Saxon ideal of self-respect, individualism,
enterprise and public-spirited citizenship. He urged the transfer
of loyalty from ruler to nation, from Confucian personal relation-
ships to the principle of laws, and the establishment of a parliament,
a responsible éovernment. and other new institutions. Because he
believed that the Chinese people were unprepared for representative
democracy, he remained a constitutional monarchist, anti-republican
and not actively revolutionary. The Chen-wen shé (The Political
Information Association)] which he organized in 1907 advocated orderly
political processes. |t had great influence in the constitutional
movement. It fell into the usual liberal position and both the Manchu
nobles and the anti-Ch'ing revolutionaries attacked it though from
opposite sides.

When the revolutionaries were organized, an intensive debate
on the relative merits of constitutional reform versus revolution was
carried on both in Japan and in China.. With Liang then in Japan es-
pousing the cause of reform, the debate was on a.high level. There
began immediately a keen rivalry between the revolutionary and the

reform movements. Both were catering to the educated and respected,



4
at home and abroad. Those who abhorred violence were more sympathetic
to Liang and the reformers. Those who had lost hope in the dynasty
or who were otherwise endowed with a sense of national consciousness,
were generally inclined to join with Sun Yat-sen. There was much
confusion between the membership of the two groups. There was
proselytizing of each other's adherents. On several occasions Liang
himself sought to merge his following with that of Sun, though the
attempts all ended in failure.

Liberalism was a catchword among the intellectuals in those
early years. Individual freedom had been propounded by Liang at.
the beginning of the twentieth century. Liang's ideas seemed to be
rather close to the traditional liberalism of England. He insisted
that there should be a distinction between right and wrong, but he
did not helieve in the existence of an absolute truth. Liang himself
frequently said he did not mind challenging his ideas of today with
those he had held yesterday. He acted from his own convictions.
Among all Chinese orators in the later Ch'ing and early Republican
vyears, Liang was the one most rich in democratic attitudes. The
revolutionists espoused the cause of min-chuan too, but their thoughts
were rather closer to Rousseau than to John Locke or J.S. Mill.
Furthermore, they preferred national freedom to individual freedom.
This difference between Liang and the revolutionists made their perma-
nent cooperation impossible.

Liang's espousal of enlightened despotism was in any case
shaken by the death of the Emperor Kuang-hsd in 1908. The eventual

failure of the adoption of an imperial constituion in April, 1911,



disappointed Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, who, a staunch monarchist, obviously
in an agony of despair, said, 'Now the people can only turn to the
other alternative.'" But he did not take any part in the Revolution
of 1911. However, Liang's words and actions stimulated, directly
or indirectly, the development of revolutionary thought. Thus, he
still may be regarded as a ke-ming heien-chio-tse (revolutionary
forerunner).

After Liang returned to Peking from Japan to a hero's welcome,
in October, 1912, he immediately became one of the leaders in the h
creation of republican politics, and generally supported the govern-
ment in power. Liang's argument that the Chinese people would need
an enlightened despotism and much popular education to prepare them
for modern political life, led him to cooperate with Yuan Shih-kai.
Liang had honestly intended to guide the Peiyang military clique
onto the road of constitutional government, and to reform the Chinese
system of local government. But Yuan had his own way. Liang had
already been cheated by Yuan in the 1898 reform movement ; he should
have known him.

While Yuan was trying to revise the provisional constitution,
Liang and the Chin-pu tang (the Progressive Party) still cooperated
with him in every way, in the hope that by means of the constitution
Yuan's enlightened despotism would save China. But Yuan's ambition
was to progress from despotism to monarchy, not to enlightenment. He
had soon achieved his aim. This drastic reversal of the hopes of
the Chinese patriots caused even the most conservative leaders of

the Progressive Party to turn against him. The failure of Yuan's



monarchical movement, resulted from many factors, but the precipitating
factor was military opposition within China, sparked by Liang
Ch'i-ch'ao who was now an anti-monarchist.

Later, when Liang's teacher K'ang Yu-wei openly raised the
banner of Manchu restoration, Liang published a prompt refutation of his
argument. Because he feared that he would be unable to convince his
teacher, he even asked the Tutus (military governors) of the four
provinces of Yunnan, Kweichow, Kwangsi and Kwangtung to issue a telegram
denouncing K'ang's plan. Liang, an anti-revolutionist, who yet
saw history as irreversible, now advocated the continuity of the
Chinese Republic just as he had earlier advocated the continuity of the
Ch'ing dynasty.

Before Yuan's death, Liang tried his best to consolidate the
influence of the Progressive Party in South China and to build his
headquarters in Szechwan, Yunnan and Kweichow. He wished to use the
power of his former student, Ts'ai Ao (governor of Yunnan) to occupy
these provinces as a field of experimentation for his political reforms
as well as to establish a balance of power with North China. When
Yuan died, however, Liang tried his best to establish close relations
with Premier Tuan Ch'i-jui to abolish the military council. At the
same time, he tried to support Tsao K'un to go to Szechwan to
continue Ts'ai Ao's influence. When the power of the Kuomintang
was at its height, the Progressive Party supported Yuan wholeheartedly
in his fight against the Kuomintang. After the defeat of the
Kuomintang in the winter of 1913 the political stage of China was

monopolized by the Peiyang warlords and their politicians, the



Progressive Party under Liang then threw its support to the
Kuomintang. When the Peiyang warlords decided to rely on the
Progressive Party, the members of the Progressive Party then broke
relations with the Xuomintang.

The upshot of the monarchical war amounted to political
maneuvers through which both the Progressive Party and the moderate
wing of the old Xuomintang tried to secure support from various
warlords both in the South and in the North. In order to dominate the
political situation, both these pParties appeased the warlords and in
so doing helped to extend the power of the warlords. Liang was one
of the leaders who were to be responsible for the deterioration of
Chinese political standards in the 1920's.

The struggle among the warlords, among the politicians in the
parliament, and between the warlords and the politicians, went through
a sequence of phases with a general trend toward the weakening of the
parliament and fragmentation of the country. At the same time, Liang
still hoped to make the Petyang clique the pillar of China. He believed
that a nation must maintain a central force, which he thought should be
the Peiyang militarists. Unfortunately this pillar had long been
rotting beyond repair. Liang had first tried to reform Yuan Shih-kai;
then he tried to make Tuan Ch'i-jui a strong man and a national hero.
Tuan refused to be improved. Liang could merely watch while Tuan was
led by the 4An-fu clique to rely on Japan. The failure was a bitter
disappointment to Liang. In frustration, he finally withdrew from
the political scene.

After the Paris Peace Conference he was convinced of the

~J



spiritual bankruptcy of Western civilization. He then led a wide-
ranging 'reorganization of the national heritage' until his death.

Liang's writings did much to effect the change of the ethos in
China, yet they never ceased to reflect it. His essays were widely
read for their style in the schools of the Republic as late as the
1930's. Nearly every leader of the May Fourth Movement had read his
writings and drew inspiration from them. Liang was a powerful and
emotional writer, and his articles aroused a whole generation to
formulate and meet new issues. Mao Tse-tung acknowledged that he
was influenced by Liang's writings. His Hgin min-chu chu-i (New
Democracy) is today a sort of semantic nephew of Liang's Hain-min
(new people or citizen). Whatever Liang's eventual place as a
philosopher of change in modern China may be, Liang made an enormous
contribution to the promotion of patriotfsm in the early part of the
Twentieth Century.

In politics, Liang was never as important in the young Republic
as he had been in the old Empire, but his ideas were to remain signifi-
cant. While Sun Yat-sen was one of the early professional revolutionaries
of modern time, Liang was a gentry-intellectual; a leader of thought
more than action. Liang and Sun approached China's problems from
opposite social contexts, with antithetic preconceptions, and through
different media. While Sun built up the structure of the early
revolutionary movement, Liang was expounding the idealogy of Chinese
nationalism. In modern China, probably no one except Sun Yat-sen,
made so enormous a contribution to his own country as Liang Ch'i-ch'ao.

It is of interest that now Liang Ch'i-ch'ao is usually regarded
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only as a scholar by his countrymen, perhaps because of his intellectual
and educational career. But Liang himself regarded his own political
career as paramount. He wrote in his article Wo-ching-hou-so-i-pao-kuo-tzé
(What Should | Do For My Country From Now On), published in 1915:

| have devoted my last twenty years completely to

politics.... | am particularly fond of discussing

politics. Besides politics, | have discussed other

subjects, but most of them are concerned with political

ideas in the end. | want to write and to orate, thereby

creating my ideal political activities.2
Therefore, if we do not understand Liang's political ideas, we will
not be able clearly to recognize him for what he really is. However,
to write of Liang's political thought and activities is not an easy
task, particularly because of the confusing'period of Chinese history
he lived through. Such being the case, | have divided Liang's 1ife
of fifty-seven years into two periods with the revoluton of 1911 as the
main line of demarcation. Furthermore, | have divided the first
period into three sections (chapters Il, 11l and IV) in order to trace
the stages of his political evolution. For the convenience of the
reader to understand the cause of change, | have summarized his early
political activities (1873-1911) in the first chapter and his later
political and intellectual activities (1911-1929) in the fifth chapter.
As far as the development of his political beliefs is concerned, the
period from 1894 to 1911 was the most important, and | concentrate
upon it. After the establishment of the Republic of Chipa in 1912,
Liang involved himself in practical politics. He joined several
political parties and also was invited to participate in several

cabinets. Although he wrote many articles and frequently made public

speeches in this period, most of them were only political opinions



aimed at practical problems. There were few systematic and profound
political ideas. After 1918, he devoted his later life to educational
and cultural affairs and adopted a negative attitude towards politics.
Therefore, this work mainly discusses Liang's political conceptions
from 1894 to 1911 and emphasizes the causes of the change of Liang's
ideas.

Throughout his life, Liang wrote unceasingly. His ideas and
theories may be found in his Yin-pin-ghih-ho-chi-wen-chi (Collected
Essays of the lce-Drinker's Studio,3 16 vols., 4th ed., Taipei,

1960) and Yin-pin-ghih-ho-chi-chuan-chi (Collected Works of the
lce-Drinker's Studio, 41 vols., Taipei, 1960) and in his other works. -
These above-mentioned two new editions of Liang's major collected

works include much new material that was not contained in the old
editions (chuan-chi, Shanghai, 1936 and Wen-chi, Shanghai, 1925).

But the most important material concerning Liang's political
career is Wu-hel-pien-fa (The Reform of 1898, edited by Chien Po-tsan,
et al., 4 vols., 2, 491 pp. Shanghai, 1953) and Ting Wen-chiang's
Liang-Jen-Kung-hsien-gheng-nien-p 'u-ch'ang pien ch'u-kuo (First Draft
of A Chronological Biography of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, 2 vols., Taipei,
1959). The former has material from 175 works that include edicts,
petitions, memorials and letters by Liang and 6ther reformers as well
as their opponents. Ting Wen-chiang, a close friend of Liang and an
outstanding scholar in his own right, was trusted by Liang's children
with all Liang's works (including those unpublished in
Chuan-chi and Wen-chi) and, especially, Liang's voluminous

correspondence with his comrades and friends in which they exchanged



their political ideas.

Liang's career is not unknown in the West. Some of his
writings appeared in English translation early in this century, and of
course, his travels in North America did not go unnoticed in the press
of the time.

In 1966 there were two doctoral theses on Liang Ch'i-ch'ao:
Chang Hao, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao's Early Intellectual Life, 1873-1903
(Harvard, September 1966) and Philip Chung-chih Huang, A Confucian
Liberal: Liang Ch'i-ch'ao in Action and Thought (University of
Washington, July 1966). My study has been confined to other aspects of
Liang's career, particularly his political thought and activities.

There is one major published work in English on the life of
Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, namely, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao and the Mind of Modern China
by Joseph R. Levenson, Harvard University Press, 1959. Professor
Levenson has sought to explore the reaches of Liang's mind and to
analyse the intellectual battles which Liang engaged in on all fronts.

| have chosen to concentrate upon Liang's political life. Much
of the material | have used, indicated above, has only recently been
published and was unavailable to Professor Levenson. This has enabled
me to add detail and depth to a discussion of Liang's political thought

and career.

1



CHAPTER |
LIANG'S PQLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN
THE LATE CH'ING DYNASTY

The latter decade of the nineteenth century and the first decade
of the twentieth century saw important changes in the political and
intellectual climate in China. Much of the change resulted from the
activities of reformers and revolutionaries. By far the most influential
of Chinese publicist -reformers of the time was Liang Ch'i-ch'ao.

Liang began as a monarchist and finished by becoming a supporter
of the republic. Prior to examining the reasons for Liang's change of
stand it will be necessary to give a brief outline of Liang 's political
life to 1912.

The Opium War led to a series of conflicts between China and the
European powers. Because of China's reluctance to meet their terms, the
great powers backed with military force their demands for concessions
from her. Therefore, the Ch'ing Court and many Chinese believed that
this was a world of guns and battleships. Those who wanted to save
China and to strengthen China regarded the protection of guns and
battleships ''as the first and foremost priority.”' They believed that
'"if China had cannons and warships, the hands of the foreigners would
be tied."? They believed that as soon as the Chinese learned the secret
of Western technology, China would become a rich and a strong country.
Thus, they built arsenals and imitated Western technology. This was
the so-called tzu-ch'iang (self-strengthening) movement.

The sporadic imitation of Western methods beginning with the
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1860's finally brought forth a réform movement which culminated in the
work of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao. Liang was born in Hsin-hui County, near
Canton, on February 23, 1873. His father, liang Pao-ying, was a well-
to-do farmer with a considerable training in the classics. Liang's
grandfather had earned the hsiu-tsai degree. At the age of four or
five, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao began to take instruction in the traditional
classics from his grandfather, and later, from his father. In 1884, at
the age of twelve, he became a po-ghih-ti-tsu (student of the national
academy). Three years later, he entered the famous school Hsﬁeh-hai-tang
in Canton for the study of the Han learning. Liang received the
chii-jen degree in 1889 when he was only seventeen. He was the youngest
and stood fifth on the list of the hundred successful candidates.
Because he passed the civil examination on the provincial level with
such distinction, the examiner Li Tuan-fen, later chief of the Board of
Rites, arranged for Liang to marry his younger sister. The marriage
took place in Peking near the end of 1891.3

Liang failed in the metropolitan examination in Peking in 1890.
On his way home to Canton, he bought in Shanghai é copy of the Ying-huan
chih-lueh, an outline of world geography compiled by Hsb chi-yu in the
1840's. Also in Shanghai, Liang was delighted by the translations of
foreign books produced by the Kiangnan Arsenal.h These made a great
impression on him.

In the autumn of 1890 in Canton, Liang first met K'ang Yu-wei,
whose initial reform project had just been rejected by the throne.
Liang decided to forsake his former educational pattern, to quit the

Hsﬂeh-hai-tang and to pursue his studies with K'ang.5 In 1891, at
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the request of Liang and other disciples, K'ang set up his famous
school, the Wan-mu-te'ao-tang in Canton. In 1893, Liang took some of
the teaching burden from K'ang. Early in 1894, Liang went to Peking
with K'ang for the metropolitan examination. Each failed. K'ang return-
ed to Canton, but Liang stayed on in the Capital.6

China's defeat in the Sino-Japanese War had a profound
influence on the reformers. They had helped the Manchu dynasty weather
the Taiping insurrection in the 1860's, and ﬁow they felt impelled to
take action for their own sake as well as for the sake of their country.
K'ang Yu-wei and others had started the reform movement by trying to
identify their cause with that of the nation by sending a petition to
the emperor. When the effort was frustrated by the conservatives among
the Manchu nobility and mandarins, they turned to a new course by
trying to popularize the reform idea among the gentry-literati. K'ang
and Liang Ch'i-ch'ao directed their efforts toward education to propaganda
for the idea of self-strengthening.7

First, K'ang, Liang and their friends organized in the south the
Kuei-heflen-hui (Kuangsi Study Society), which emphasized that with-
out reform and self-strengthening, China could not be saved. In August,
1895 the scholars in Peking established the Ch'iang heteh-hui (Society
for the National Strengthening). K'ang Yu-wei joined the society and
soon dominated it. Liang Ch'i-ch'ao became chief secretary and took
charge of journalistic activities. Publication began of a daily devoted
to the spread of constitutional and democratic ideas. This was
abandoned later, and Liang's Chung-wai-chi-wen (The Chinese and

Foreign Record), a new paper with a daily short reformist essay by Liang,



took its place. However, hostility in high places put an end to the
Chung-wai-chi-wen. The first reform society and its newspaper were
finally suppressed by an edict of January 20, ]896.8

Liang left for Shanghai in April, 1896 to take the position of
the general editor of the periodical, Shzh-wu pao (Current Affairs
Journal). This paper made its debut in August, 1896 and continued
publication for two years. When Liang was in Shanghai, his whole
attention was concentrated on this paper and on popularizing ideas
of reform.9 The Journal was warmly received. It had a tremendous
influence in stimulating the intelligentsia into organizational
and subsequent publishing activities. In several provinces societies
were founded for purposes of general or technical study, and for
campaigns against social evils.'0 Liang, serving as the editor of this
paper, built up a good reputation. Such being the case, Chang Chih-tung,
governor-general of Hu-kuang; Sheng Hsuan-huai, president of the Court
of Judicature and Revision, and Wang Wen-shao, governor-general of
Chihli in April, 1897 together recommended Liang to the throne. Liang
was appointed assistant to the Minister of Railways, but he did not accept
the post. He also refused Chang Chih~-tung's invitation to be his
private advisor.]'

In October, 1897, Liang Ch'i-ch'ao relinquished his editorial
post in the Shih-wu-Pao because of Chang Chih-tung's interference in the
editorial policy. This magazine had received heavy financial aid from
Chang, who therefore felt free to interfere with its internal affairs.
Chang's interference became serious, because of what he considered an
excessive emphasis in its editorials on the concept of min-chuan

(people's rights). Under this pressure, Liang left Shanghai for Changsha.
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Hunan.12

By this time, of all the provinces, the one most affected by
the reform movement was Hunan. Governor Ch'en Pao-chen himself was also
committed to the principles of reform. Under his auspices a newspaper
called Hsiang-hsdeh hein-pao (New Journal of Hunan Studies) was first
issued in April, 1897. For promoting a new academic spirit, the native
scholars established the Shih-wu-hsdeh-tang (Academy of Current Affairs)
at Changsha. They invited Liang Ch'i-ch'ao to be its director and
chief lecturer.!3 Liang stayed in Changsha about three months. He
organized the Nan-hedeh-hui which