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LABSTRACT '

s T

Critics of the Hlscory have 1ong recognlsed tnat Thucydldes 1s notm o

SN
\

as detached and obJectlve an‘author as he mlght at flrst seem lthough;»
: : - g Lo
he selddm; makes :di:ect!f _persqnal statemenits ~in the work; “éisg”
intetpretationh of ewents nay be_infefred‘from his use of m;fe subtle
- , .
.techniques such as highlightlng, juxtaposition and foreshadow1ng
‘A survey of Ihucydldes_‘use of the wokds lamprotes, sfalleln
asfaleia‘ and 'hubris show'that repetitiph'and recall also suggestj and
rundetline‘ fér - the readet-.the’ author'’s interpretation of events.
"_LamhrOCes and. hubhis ate connectedx mostzlclbsely uith Athens and
Ihucydides’, utamatic.treatment‘of-the'reverSai otgxthenien fortunes in
the Peloponnesian War Sfallein.and asfaleia arefused of both sides in
" the confliétv‘ and reveal their bellefs about the‘possiblilty of fallure .
and the precautions tolbe taken against it. *
The . repetition of’ these -words also -indieates sométhing about
Thucydidest views on hlstorlcal process. He suggests that there is fof
humanity a cycle of glory and achlevement followed by a fallure or fall

the effects of which may be mitigated but not -avoided by  careful

forethought that:takes into account the operation of chance.

»
f=N
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. CHAPTER ONE .-

. ;__NTRODU"CTION

Atv first ’sight Thucydides 4ppeafs objectlée and detached in hlst
.account_ofvthe‘Peloponneslan War,f Cr;tics’have, howeve‘ demonstrated f
-'that' suc 30£jecti§ity'is in.agpeerance oﬁ%y.ffgor example,”fConnor, has,
”bommented .bn ' the $intense emotional_pgwer of a work: dstensibly so

detached'.lf;Manyt others have identifTed .the techniqnes’ by  which
:Thucydides .echieves his effectsi and what theyb reveal .aboutv his
interpretation of events ‘ | |

As early as 1907 Cornford suggested that Thucydldes saw Athens as a

tragic theroine, and detected parallels in Thucydldes work " to the‘
tragedies ofaee;chylus.2 J. de Romilly.later‘concluded_that the HistorYA
was' a- study_ of."_Atheniandim‘peria.lism.s iStill_;mofehdrecently _Hunter'
;considered Thucydldes use of~foreshadowing to orepare the ‘ree/er forrA

}he' outcome of events “as Thucydldes relates them ¢ In baQé%;Lon,' there
“has - been a ‘great dial of‘scholarly;dlscussion'on the question of. the
composition of the rk, a question that is related to the problem of
4 o ‘ _ .
n

'its.interpretation and the search for Thucydides’ own final judgement in

‘ »the H f'y..
.Such different interpretations of the,wqu shonhﬁhejdifficulty” in
' determining what Thucydldes own erplanatfon endbjddgement of events
" wa In general it seems that his method of comp051tlon relles nore on
Limplication than on’ direct statement and’ such dev1ces as foreshadowdng}

?hlighting ‘ ¢ ‘ nd v

d. juxtaposition.appear to be uSed to thlS end
A further method , that of repetitlon and recall may also. . be'

'important part of Thucydides 1iterary technique Certaln words recur




h?f
egein and-ageih thrpugheut’the?text of the Histofy;, among‘these'vWOrds
. are Aapwpornq,ffg¢kkxgtv/caﬁab, VQG¢QX€LG and vﬁp;q, which will be

:Q;considered ih» sﬁbsequeﬁt chapters. A study of such terms may show

7

W ther * thelr repetltlon is a dellberate effect by Thucydiqfs one ;"

Y

)
eant to’ suggest and underllne for the reader particular concepts«_that] .

then ‘echo and re- echo throughout the Fext Reminiscence and repetition

of “these terms may a150'he1p to reveal what Thucydides', own value
R .

Judgements' nay have been and how his, 1nterpretation of.events may “have

beeB)'shaped by them. Finally,. a study of such repeated ,words 'may

«

indicate whether ‘they are linked so as tohindiCatev'Thucydidesf‘-ideas

£

about the process of history.
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closely linked in these examples.?
' 1

CHAPTER TWO R : o

AAMITPOTHS

.

" The adjective .Aapwpdki is -found in Greek»literéture from Homeric

. eplec enwards and means 'brilliapt’ or ‘clear’ in a visual sense, e.g. in

Iliad .1.66§¢; where ' ’ié is ‘used of the -sun. It was later ysed "
P - , ) | ” ~ : ,
métaphorica}ly‘of something clear or definite, e.g. in - Aeschylus Eum.

» - -

© 797, where it réﬁgfé to evidénce.' Each of these meanings is found in
 the - History, e.g?l'vii.ad;Z;_'of_ the moon during the night battle at
Epipolae, and vii.55.1 of the victory of the- Syracusapé. The noun

‘Aapxpé}nq, ~the - verb dapumpuveofar and the superlative form of the

adjective are’ all used by Thucydides, but to jﬁdge from their_uéé 'by‘

- previous authors, e.g. Herodotus.i.ai, -vii.154, Pindar Nem. V111.34,

_ they should contain something more than a reference to mere brightness

or. clarity. There .mayﬁalso be the suggestion that the spieﬁdpur of

Aaumpgrnc ' itself will ﬁqt ‘last, since such glory and its ‘end are

Compounds of Aapwpé} “are® found only in speeches ‘or pérsonai
summaries by Thucydides. ‘The'sgeéCheS'in the History are used by the

author to present  important d4rguments = and to highiigbt'"particulér

situations.»The same is true of the personal summaries. Thus, words that
recur:pin_summaries'qnd*speqches'musq have some significahce and may be -
' meant to suggest certain ideas»tg'the reader. In addition," neither

/ 72 : T )
_Adpmporns  mnor o Aapmpuveofar is found earlier than ‘the mid-fifth

' ' N 4 .
century,? . while zAAapwpuvea0aL is not attested before Thucydides.?

Thucydides, then, is eithe- using a recently coined word or, perhaps,

~experimenting with a new form to create a specific effect.

B y ‘. . ' .
The first  use of a “dapmpos .word in Thucydides is in the
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b i

superlative form of the adJectLVe Aapxporarouc [i 138.6]. It occure at

the end of the" dlgreSSlon on the careers of the vSpartan commander,

. Pausanias, and the‘Athenian‘leader, -Themistocles f1{127:38]

Y

Clearly,

Thucydides s recallrng the visual element in the word and means: that
the two stood out in abllity and achievments far more toen anyone 'else

Oprnlons have, h0wever dlffered about the relevance of this digression.
‘which is‘placed Betdeen‘an account of the Congress at‘Sparta before war
is deeiared and the delivery of the Sparten ultimetum to’ Athenst _Gohme
hés called vit'-fquite unneceesery" and regarded it as an exaople of
v Thuc&dides' .interest~_in biography that he has '"eheekeéf elsewhere".‘
Connor Suggested'that it "sustains new attention to_individual leaders .
~and adds new.depth and compiexity.‘"5 The introduction:of-the eimportahce
of the ind1v1d&\} to hlstory is certalnly 31g%1f1cant " as Connor says,

| ang Thucydldes coqtlnuee ,go~ polnt. out the contribution,xmade"iby

' 1nd1v1dqals_such as Pericles, Cleon,'Aleibiadesﬂandvothers throughoot

the History. .

4

There‘ is,;Aalso, another' connotation wﬁich‘ Thucydides may be
v~introducing into the History.‘ In.the-long excorsus_on the respective
' 1e§dere Ihﬁcydides‘has not glossed over the-faet that toth.therr cagkers
eoded.'ignooiﬁiouely. Both were accused of collaboration with Persia,
Pausanias oaS'staroed to death and Themistoeies exiled in_disgraee; From
the ;immediate 'contert iteeeeﬁsvtﬁét Thucydides"‘use of Xapnporéroue
ino éqch fateful circumstances, just after the“oescription of their
.fall, . may ﬁot be: accidental It makes clear ché point that thejo
.v'b.riiliance ofv‘ the 1nd1v1duals concerm! is no guarantee of. lasting
ZfSQCCessanr the@; »Such splendour, soggested in ,qurporérovq; does not

last and has no practical future value.
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The noun Japmporys occurs in the secondl speech of . Pericles

v

[11.64.5]. Here‘ it is used to describe the glory of Athens;‘ Thus,

),

visual element@fof the WOr_

. 7 .
lapmporns. can be a proper y of the state as well as the 1ndiv1dudl The -
' : . .

is\agai‘n_present8 wben Pericles describes ,;

the power and position of Athens and says that the hatred others have '

" for her.will not last but her present splendour will be rememhered for

“ever. In this speech Pericles tries to’ encourage the Athenians to remain
: v ‘ ' _ » 3 ' \ .
consistent to his policies and not react over-emotionally to the

unexpected - tragedy of the plagne. They should feel confident\in'»their ;

superiority (&ard¢p53naac R ii.62.4 - the word'used byvthe Corinthians
to Sparta at 1.122.4, whenrwarning_them‘that‘a feeling of- superiority
"has frequently brought' disaster to otherSD. 'AapxpornC'biSj also

qualified in this - passage by napavrtna The reference is to Athens?

BRCIRIN
[,

Splendour- at the moment, but it mlght also be taken as suggesting the

N ~ .

short = time such splendour 1asts g asp#apaur;na galso;means ’fOr the

. moment’. There is ‘a link'also between TAPQUT LKA .. AQpTpoTns and'cg.fo
)/‘7 B - e ‘ . \ e Z:. . -f“,‘a " L ' ':. Lo R ) 4
eMeLTa 80&&. From its meaning of brightness, | AapnporngA is, perhaps

seen as 'a flash of glory at its moment o% achievment - a/reality only

for short time although the memory of 1t ih,the minds’ of others (1ts

- . £

6o€a)! will glast ,1n-;theh‘same way as the Homeric hgro .expects ‘his

Ui T v

" ) ‘ ) ) . . . . o
nAeoq to last.“' , o . s S

" The remark occufs ' also SIgnlficantly for Thucydides yiew:of“”“

s A .

events,‘ shortly after a descriptlonief Athens as the greatest power up.

until that time [ii 64 3] Words emphaSLZing her greatness are repeated<

in the chapter but vtogether w1th them, comes the remipder [11 64 . 3]

g
2

’h'that everything ' bornv/to deg&y}T\\Ihe.idea’ of 1mpermanence is;+

+

perhaps,' being reinforced and, through- ?ericles" Thucydides' may be

saying that Athens has reached her point of Aapwporng and that*she'ggll

o . e ‘.
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r

attriﬂﬁted'to chance? - the occurrence of the plague.

‘selfish and ambitious polieies ofvPeriélesf succé§sbrs,§vThe,deSqription

" 3 ' PR
e ) . )
.

go no further.. It is not, however,

necesséfily'her own fault that she

-

will decline. The stargL6£ this decline, which becohes?a héfal one,:ié'

4}

> . In ths next chapter [1i.65.5] the same idea, that Athehs achieved

_her gteateét lgloryvunder Periclwg and will subsequénfly decline, fis

Stated"iﬁ"Thqcydideé' summéry;of the war. He clearly says tfgt Athdns.

was at her greatest, pevyiory, the word that Pericles himself used

freqﬁently in his speéch [ii.64.3,4,5]). .Her fall was the result of the

hY

"of Pericles and his policies in chapter 65 contrasts. with. the sweeping

impression of the ‘swiftness of the decline of Athens, once Pericles was

L folloﬁ%.‘Here, theTSplendoﬁr is clearly“associa:edeith Athépq.'

~

The _end of" the siegq Qf Pfataeafaqg\its éuf;ender’are 'Highiighted .

by ‘a-speech [{ii.53-9],m“The Plataean$ éppeal‘to:Sparta'not‘to hand them

’ . / ' . . - " |
refer to them as JAepmporara 1in contrast with their present -dire -

situation - ra 66Lud;ara;if Once again,. Thucydides may “be linking

,éphemefal béplendoufﬂgaihed from past achievments with a fall, because

T
& "

. ’ o . ) v
the Spartans ignore tHe appeal and-allow Thebes to destroy Plataea.

Plataea was of little military significance at this point in the

4

war, so that Thucydides’ description 1is ouﬁ of all proportion to her

- statements made about his successors and leaves the . reader with an’

/ | ) _ ;o Co , . e
- removed.  Once again, Xapmporns occurs in a context which_suggesgs the .

- over -to Thebes, .an act which will mean their destruction. They recall -

[1ii.59.2]. the splendour of their paét‘actions inlche‘Persian War and-

- J . . . ’7 . PR :
value ' to Athens.® His treatment of the destructien of Plataea is  meant -

Y at, o®

‘to ’demongprate Sparéan pragmatism - through her disregard Ffor the

% ’ . .
& A
s

4
w
.

" short-lived nature of spiéﬁdbur, and the speed with which decline

43
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-achievments of the past. The incident makes a- statement not simply about

-
-
4

Sparta but about Athenlan motives: and\\haracter, toor Plataea was an oldrh
“and faithfufy/ﬂily ‘whem Athens had chosen to forget.‘ Also,.‘by
introducing Aapwpornq just before the account of the end of Plataea
Thucydides nay be implylng that, desplte the glory, a: fall is 1mm1nent

At the conference at. Gela the Slc11an cltles " discuss a general
oeace dsettlemenc.among:themselveS»in the face of the threat of Athenian.
.“interﬁentionAagainst.then [i§:58;65],v Hermocrates of.Syracuse describes
the advantage to.Sicily—of aéting.for’thercomman'good~rather than- for
indiuidual interestsh He vaddsfthat the splendours {(Aapxpdrhraq) of
pkaceﬁiaref ‘no less ‘than thgse ofjwar [iv?éZ;Z]; If vthereJ ts an
Impiication'of ephemerality in Aaﬁﬂpd;ﬂgv dthen‘peace in Sicily will be
Short-livedn~i The‘uord‘tkapwéd;nq is also associated here.for the first.
'tine with Sicily. 'Thucydides~1s foreshadowing the Athenianf expedition'
against Sicily and its result for Athenlan Aapwpornq  He has .stated
.[11.65.&] that the Slc111an venture was. a.mlstake for Athens ‘Athens, at
present,p enjoys Aapwpo;nc,w although’,her decline has'alreadyd'begun.
Peace,_can"gAQe onportunities' for'Aaprbdrnq. hut againSt the background
df prohable Sicilian disunity tiv.59:4].these too, - Thucydldes may be
suggesting, will not last. The comlng contest will result in the - loss
of Athens” splendour and its acqulsltlon by Syracuse [vii. 87 S7.

It is- in the sixth and seventh“books of the History that
Thucydides.bmakes the most'freQuent uSe of Aapwpdrqq. :it_is also in
these books that he_describes in detail.the greatneSSVOf‘ the hSicilian
_expedition,.its failure'and its destruction.. | |

In the debate _at Athens over the 1aunching of the"expedit;%n,
Nicias  uses ':§AankpueedﬂaL' to  comment -on the'seifish behayiour of

-Alcibiades who, in his opinion, would risk the state - for his own



. ’ : . !
Tt - . ) o
i ) )

individual 'splendogr. [vi.12.2]. Brilliance seems now td be'linked to

selfishness. 'Alcibiades picks up the.word twic§ in his reply {vi.l6.3

and 5], once to jgsti?y.his splendid lifestylé, and once to mentiott that -

such. splendid peoplé as himself are often hated in their lifetimeé but
E . ~ : : ‘ v -
loved by posterity. By repeating the word in his speech Alcibiades is
o . . , ' )
J

: R :
obviously mocking Nicias’ use of ellaumpuveofar. - He also makes a

connection  between it and Athenian splendour, for he claims that  his .

glory only makes Athens more impressive to othér\fcates. There is a . -
oo - ’ ‘ :
‘'strong cghnection between Jlaumporns and selfishness in this speech,
o > ’ ; o :
since Alcibiades 'is most concérned with hie® own glory. Once more,

, . : K
Aapmporns 1is used just before a reference to its end (even if only for

4

the moment for Alcibiades). The Athenifns soon begin to distrust him and
they subséquently turn Wgainst him (vi.15.4]109,
‘ Aapnpérn; ¥ is clearly and unequivocally linked to the Sicilian .

expedition in book vi [31.6]. 1In his description of the sight of the

fleet in the harbour at Piraeus, .Thﬁéydides says that it caused ‘wonder
through its daring and through the ;plgndour»of its ;ppearéncé. Here thg
visual ’ﬁat;re of Aéuwpgrnq is emphasised by the noun g¢cwq by which it
is definéd.- The sugggstion of i@permanence is p}esent.aé before. Since
_the reader 1is well. a&are that the expedition will fail becdu#e

~

‘Thucydideé"has already Stater this [1i.65.11], thi repeated use of

bl ¢ »
' . . : » 3
Aaprporns in the History seems to enhance the effect of inevitability
N - * Lo

about the failure.

. .z
h

In t._s speech to the Athenians before the final battle 1in the
’barbbur at Syracuse, Nicias urges ghem_hot to betrgy th% splendour of

their past achievments by failure now [vii.69.2]. Thucydidesd comments
that the speech seemed inadequaﬁé to Nicias himself, considering the

)



v
: : v ~ - :
'hopelessne;s'6j;the‘Acheni£ﬁ position [vii.69.3]. Appeals to the glories
of the past through old-fashioned platitudes are>pf no use 'in' this
situation as Thucydidg§ says [Q;i.69.2]. Such m;ntion'of former- glory”
was of no help to the Plataeansp Perhaﬁs;i tﬁrough the repetition of
'Aapfp;rnq, Thucydides is irbnicélly.'reCalling' the .fgte of Plataea
yﬁichv was abandoned by Athems. Also, by the répetition of the word
Nicias used of Alcibiadesf Thuchideé méy be‘rédailipg thefabsgnce of
'Alc}biédés aﬁvthis moment, tﬁe contrast ﬁetweén his 1eadership and‘that
'of Nicias and'ghe ephemerélityvof.Atgeﬁs; Qiétorioug Careér!in Ege areé. 
Thucydides refers diréctly té;his account .of the gatheging of " the
expedition [vi.31.6].wheﬁ he_coméaqes ifs splenddﬁr,WiCh the' Athenians'_' 
1 ' _ , : _ kD :
sufferings in the stone quarries of'SyraCQSe [vii.75;6}.H.He mentions
Athéir férmer ‘Aaywpgrnc .and contrasts. itﬁwigh tﬁe hor:érs‘,éf thé
.préSunt.v :The“use -of ‘}auﬂpé;nc ﬁgfe aISO.reéalls-its‘ use_‘by, the !

- Plataeans - about their past splendours in comparison with their present
. —_— . . , :

/

situation. The - idea seems now clear that Xaumporns is an  ephemeral
/£ . : h
¥ . . . . -
state, will notAProtect its holder against disaster,  and is apparent
just before a~fall. . ' . 7y

The final menéion.qf Aa#WPJTﬂC in the Histor} is m;ae at the,end:qf'f'f
book yii (87.5]. Heré, Thucydide§_sg@s up ‘the disaséefﬁin Sicily _andjf
calis it the most splendid (Aaprp;raféf) for the victgrs.and théJEm;st
unfortuﬂ;te : (Suarvx!ararou) fof thé defeated.7 If his. use  of:
Aapﬂp;;nc is ‘indéed deli¥Werate and éaldui?tedb for .éffect, ‘then
Thucydides is pointing out that, ‘howeQer splendid the victory, ,theQXF‘
: Sicilians Qill fiﬁd that théiséiendour.does not last; as it did not. By;:. 
406 Sicily was agaih_facing disaster. '

: Virginia Hunter!! in a study of historical process asks whether  fhe

Syracusans are ‘to be considered. the successors of Athens, sfnce they
. & .. . o _' -



. ; | . S |
united,' however tehporarily; for the common good, SOmething which the

© Athenians failed to do. The duration of their power is also a problem to

4

be faced .in  this question. She adds that "Tﬁﬁcydides//work in its

incompléeteness does mnot offer the reader an unequivocal answer to  this

10

question. There seems no reason to be optimistic." - ' The Apessimistic

'conq1USion‘is probably the correct one, burt Thucydides implies an answer

/ N “ . '. [ g
by wusing Jaumporarov for the Sicilian wvictory. Connor notes -the

~

repetition ' of lapmporns in the History and calls it "a shifting and
.ambiguods assessment of events the possession of the  most recent

victor."12

-

C-A.Sngy of Thucjdides' use of this word and its variants shows that

it doéé shift from indiyidual to individual (Themistocles to AlcibLades)

and from statejto statef(Athens to Syracusé); " Thuéydides has carefully

used a word that/ he séems to regard ‘as loaded with negative aspects;

there 1is an‘im lication that the Syracusans':splendour, 'too, will be

ephemeral. This he knew to be true, since he‘lived,lohg enough to scc

how aff;iré turned out iﬁ Sicily. It also, possibly, embhasised his
. ) # -
pessimistic view of history as an ihevitable process of great Asplendour
followed quickly. by decline.  In using Aapnpé%aféu of the Sicilian
vicfory he is merely pointing out that it is now their ﬁurn to fail. -
The copéept of Aapwpérnq.-in the History embraces great splendour

: . ‘o :
which is short-lived. By associating Mapmporns with selected incidents

which soon end disastrously for the individuals or states involved,

Thucydides implies  that such. disaster - is- connected with their

-

v ; ‘ : :
. possession of JAaumporns. - This suggests that his view of events is a

tragic one: splehdour can be achieved but it 1is ephemeral and its loss

b /

" soon follows. For Thucydides, Athens enjoyed Aapmporns under Pericles.
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“Chance in tb{zform of the plagué removed him and, then; through her own -
'fwe;knésses'_Atheﬁs fe11. Perhaps, .. as the .Sﬁartaps ‘advised - Athens
’[iv.18.b]; wisdém"lies in‘ méking the :best'of:good times by usiﬁg
oﬁe’s "advéntéges' caréfullyblénd by being well aware cﬁaﬁ

circumstances can change unexpectedly.

-



CHAPTER THREE : L

EOAAAEIN / ES6AI

Zﬁg&Aecu/eaﬂqc is boffee‘ used‘ in the History and ie_‘ueudlly
..transiated as ;to cause to.fdil' to fail" The failure referred to may,
-be milltary or polltlcal (fallure in battle or fallure of the state)l or
1nte11ectual (fallure of hopes or plans) 2 2¢axkecu/ea0ac‘is also used
Jof ‘both SldeS in the war but by far ‘the greatest number of ‘examples 1is
found-iﬁ cdnnection'with Atheps. In this_chapter it will be ergded thaﬁ o
'Thuc§dides} ﬁse;of' a¢éAAeLu/eq0aL,'.elﬁhough it ﬁay fefervto fa;lure of
’_diffe;ent _'kinde, illusﬁfates a barticular‘ concept of failure,
_partieularly Atheﬁiaq‘failure, eeﬁeéially in'eooksli to vii: Fai1uee; he .
.y seems to euggest threugh.fepetitiqn,‘ can happen ;tthUgh ‘oﬁe{s‘ Own.
\\mistakee, e.g. through over-confidence,‘br sometimes through.sﬁeeg bad -
- luck err 'which one has no controi,‘ although it  may semetimee be
possible jtb mitiéate the effeee of failure throuéﬁ‘ caucion %and
foresight. | o o |
' ‘Thgeydides ‘uses a number of words ‘fqr failute. The 'verb‘_
ucnau/&feaL and words derived'-from it'afe foend in the History over
twice jas ﬁeny ﬁimeseae a¢éXAeLu/ed&aL.;. - The basic | meaning _ of

N | ‘ . .
kaau/gaﬁac is 'to conquer, prevail in a military or athleciC'contésqi
/ Y :
or ’tJ be conquered’. The frequent use of this verb in a work that deals
primqriiyiwith wéreis:neﬁ'remankable,.és.t?e_wictory of one side implies
the‘;defeat and failufe of thee other. “ Ntxau/&aaac also has an
intelleetual me;ﬁing chat'fefers to the'victory-of a parcibular o;}niOn
_orfjudgemen;. | iike his predécessor, \Herodotue, Thucydides uses vikaw
. N C

ln both these. meaningé.in both narrative and speech portions. of the

_ pext 3

12



’

13

Another word that refers to a failure is apapravecv. Its literal -

. . . : / ’
meaning is ‘to miss the mark’ and hence to fail. Like odaXdeiv/eobar
it hds a number of \uses that refer to militafy or iﬁtellectual

situations but most often its meaning seems more closely linked to doing

or being wfong, making errors of judgement or having mistaken opinions.’

L ¢ / . : ‘ . '

Although apapraveiv 1is frequently found in the speeches, Thucydides
| C e . _ v o ] . o

also uses it in his narrative. Herodotus, too, wuses auapraverv to

refer. to military and intellectual mistakes, but he does not usé it as

often as does Thucydideé.‘z

Hratetv has a very similar meaning to ogaddecv/ecfat. It means ‘to.

sthmble,Jfall"aﬁd‘its metaphérical meéning‘is >¥
. \ \

. , . e P . . .
Thucydides seven times, either in speeches or in the narrativejsections

in which Thucydides gives his interpretation of events., The contexts in

o f§il;5j It is used by -

whic‘rfit occurs include failure associated with confidence or -emotion.-

/
It sometimes occurs in the same chapter as ogdallecv/eofar - and seems in
. Cf ) : cL

those  instances to be - used as a synonym or ‘alternat{ve for
. . 4 . ] K

ocpaddetv/eofar. It is wused twice 1in antithesis with opfovwv or its
compound form xaropfovv, - which means ‘to set right’ and which is found
also in antithesis with odaddeiv/ecfar, e.g. vi.1l2.1. Thus the meanings
of the two words 'seem to be very close. Herodotus sometimes uses the

= ’ ¥ . . ’ ’
term in the compound form mpoorraterr rather than nwravewv.S This

form is not found in Thﬁcydides.

-+ Zdaddecv/eofar  occurs in Greek literature from Homer onwards.  Its

basic meaning seems éﬁ be to cause a physical fall, e.g. to trip up an

' opponent 50'that-h¢ falls, ve.g.'Odyssey xvii.464.  It is also used of a

the blow from a weapdn causing a fall, é.g..Iliqd xx1ii.719. It is then

a vivid term and probably carried this force when used of intellectual .
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failure or - fall. Herodotus uses o¢aAkeLu/eaoaL seven times for failure.

C'

in both 1nte lectual and mllxtary senses 8 'It occurs most frequencly inrl

-~

speeches “in Both the vert and in the noun‘form a¢akpa in “book"vii.
where the preparations for Xerxes’»invasioﬁ_“f Greece are described.

e

Here, 'a¢éAAeLu/eaﬁa§ is frequently‘ feun ~in a 'wernihg‘ context of g
: peseible disaster Vaud reversal 6f fortune.?_ It'dees;not‘aphear to be
- used by Herodotus in the seme ind of ahtithesis with aa¢ekeza as.it
c rs by Thucydides. :
Thucydides  makes muth eater use of q¢ékAeLg/ea€aa than does
’."his‘preuecessor; As.in‘Herodotue,’ a¢éAAeLu/eaQaL in Thucydides’ work
’refers tq:both physieal; i;e. militer-; and intelleetual faiiure,'ihe,

failure of hope.. The word‘itself is found fifty-three times® with a

. T . : ) ) ’ ] ) .
further four instances of the noun .form o¢aiua, and .one -of the -

® superlative form of the adjective a¢aAepoq. Besides these. instances -

o,

the word seems repeated and recalled through its frequehtv “antithesis
with aa¢aAeLa, which is translated as :ecurit?' but the ’reot' of
whieh is closely.related te a¢éApa and its varian#é. . FurthermOre,
Thucvdides uses a¢éAA¢Lv/quaL bnly in.speechee or in his sumuaries.
This may.iqdicate.thet'it”is-for him a vivid word or.one uith a special
meaning. Its use andurepetition and_its'recallithrough ;a¢;Ach_r may
be _deliberate vand, although the failures descrlbed are of different
kinds, the contexts for the word suggest that Thucydides-_mey her usihg

it to underline his 1nterpretat10n of Athenlan failure, as well as ofv

failure in general as pert of the process of historyt

~

This survey of Thucydides’ use of a¢gAAeLﬁ/eaaaL will begin ~with
Thucydides' -own words in which he‘summarISeSﬁthe,war [£1i.65], a‘chapter

that contains repetition of odallewv/eofar in what appears to 'be a

:significant context. Its uses and implications in books i to viii will "
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) I
s : ) .

‘then be cbnéidefed!

-~

ﬁééxkegv/eaﬁ?{ is ﬁééd tbree times durigg a singlelchéafer, ii.65.‘

"Eifstly, the staée'éan fail through private aﬁbition,vélthough this'may'
bring success for;the indiﬁiduaiﬁ”conge;ned _[ii}65.7];- ;eéondlij-the

. Athenlans fail,in‘Sicilyvthrough'the intrigues of individuéls'at Athens
tii.65.12]; aﬁd,‘ 1ast1y; A éns éventuflly féils,in thex whole war
through her own, fault. She he a out for another eight y;,ars9 after the
Sicilian 'digasﬁer andrénly failed in thé end through internél' faction‘
[11.65.12]. |

' - ’ ’ ¢ ’ - o
In this carefully = crafted = chapter both aglapraveiv and

a¢&%kc¢¢/eabatlére used fot“ﬁhe fgilufeléf thé Siciii n expédicion. iThe
use;?f:&papdeécu “here also, suggeéting fhataAthe s missed the mark’ in
Sié iy,_ may ‘réfiect ‘a laterf asses#ment.éf‘ the_'impértaﬁée -og " the
'fexpeditignfsvfailﬁré; as thekchaptef:seéms ;aﬁgr than;the accouhg of thg
 Siciliaﬁ expédition in bpoké_vi Aﬁd vii.‘° 2§éAA§Lu/eoQac‘on ﬁhe other
Hand: seems to be:’uséd repeated1y here forvfaiiuré in a tonteit df
Atheniaﬁ internal faction}.emotion ér-ambition. 1t is‘alsb'recalled and
conérastéd, clearly with Pericles’ period of control at Athens through
iﬁs 'aﬁtithesié witﬁ; ;a¢§A;§{ which Thucydides usesv to“déscribe
Pericles’ sucéess:in officé. | |
vThe use and fepetition of a¢éAAetu/eq0ac in this chapter'seems to
show a considéred’literary technique. In the penultimate sentence | ﬁhe
word botb begins the sentenée [a¢aAgL!eg], where it refers to the
51giiian‘ eXpedition,lnulehds.it [€a¢éxﬁajyﬁ, where it:is used of the
'Qh§1é wgr;'The fiﬁaivsentencé emphasises by alliteratidn and péronomasi:
‘the preremingnce ,iof - Pericles and ﬁis _foresighc- [Hepbnke:

1IN 7 i . . .I . K . ..
EXEPpLOTEVTE ., wpoeyrw ... mwepiyevegblar]. The repetition of

S
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a¢aAA£LV/é00aL‘ (ln; this chapter suggests a 1ink between Athens'’

failure and her over- confidence ambition and internal divisions “and

again seems to recall the unfailure Dd/gach] of the perliod of

Pericles’ power.

It is ‘interesting also that in‘several pl%ces in the History
a¢;AAeLu/eoaaa ‘'is found in the protasis of a conditional sentence, !!
Repetition of such a phrase 'as 'if we fail' by those whom the readdy
knows - will‘ fail is a common method ofyldramatic foreshadowing. The
-greatest number of usages of this construction‘is with reference to
Athens. This may be. another way in'which‘ Thucydides is stressing

;'Athenian fallure through hlS repetition of a¢aAAeLu/ea€aL

r
Durlng their speech to the. Spartans about the need to take. action
against} Athens, the Corinthians use a¢aAAe%u/ea€aL twice.\ _The first.
-;:occurrence [i. 69. 5] refers to the failure of the Persians in the Great
War. 2¢aAAeLu/eaﬁaL here appears to empha51ze the idea.of a fall from a -
position of strength. Persian forces outnumbered the Greek, ' and their
‘failure was - an unlikely outcome. The Cotinthians say‘that it was lthe
Persians’ ~own fault'that they failed (a¢&l)euu/e09ac), sihce it was
through their OwWn errors (wepl‘asr; ra mAelw). | They further state that
: theygthemselves'have,only beeh able to'stahd up to Athens because Athens
has made mistakes (rolq'opapr4paatv). .Persia and Athensh are thus
‘associated, and Thucydides has Corinth make Athens another Persia. Here,
a' dramatic parallel is drawn by Corinthlan speakers to urge Sparta to

act quickly. In this example, failure through one's own error is

as_oc1ated w1th Per51a (a known spectacular fall) ‘ and the possibility

of failure through her own mlstakes may be 1inked with Athens
Boldness andvoveroconfidence are associated with failure [i.70.7]'

o ~ - Uy : . . . " o . :
ig the contrast made by the Corinthians between the Spartan and Athenian
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. character. The/Spartens are slow and hesitant, hhile the Athenians are
quick, daring' ahd acquisitive if the latter fail'(a¢dkaabu5 their’
self- confidence ‘soon enables theg\to make up the loss in some other way.
This may be a foreshadowing of. Athenian recovery both‘after Amphipolis
[iv.108] and after Sicily [viii.24]). 1In both instances Thucydides - says
that Athens’ 'oppohents 'underestimateé;EEE_capacity to recoyer. The
ability to recoyeryquickiy, which mightwbe throught a proof:éf strength,
is . here treated as though it were .evidence of afdefect.in the Ath;hiaﬁ
ch;rectqr and proof of their driying'ambition;

In their speech atAthe Spartan Cohgress‘[i}122.4] thE;ICQrinthians
dishiss ‘as a cossible reason why the gpartans have teken no action
against Athens So far the ract that they feel themselves ~superior to the
Athenians. ‘ Such_ unwise [a¢poavvn] feelings of superiority; they
warh, have brought failuﬂﬁ _to many in the past., feiiure is again
erpressed by a¢aAAeLu/;aﬁaL ehd ehphasisedf.throggh wrafe [iﬂ122:lj.
Thus, in these eiamples from the'Peloponnesiahs' pcint of view{'it might
be said thet aééAAeiu/eaﬁaL has been pleced in a context of boldness,
over-confiderice and lack of caution, usually in connection_withLAtHehE.
When ?ericles [1.140.1] appeals to the_Athenians.to‘CQntinhe sucporting'
his policies, he\refers to the possibility of occasionalvfailure. Here,
the ,fett that failure can be something unerpectedvisfstressed by the
terﬁ Ixapc AJyOv; | iPericles, as Thucydidesrbexample~‘of the wise
statesman, - has foresight caution and a proper respect for the element'
of chence_ and the unforseen. This contrasts with the. picture of
_Athenian democracy in post-Periclean Athens, e.g. as ehcap§elatedﬁﬁn the
: SRR oy ‘ ‘
character' of _the ;bepulgk.demagogue»Cleon} ‘and as portrayed in the
undertaking of the yhole ef the Siciiian expedition.

a »
. _
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The idea of’ p0551ble Athenian failure is repeated [i 143.5], should
Athens flght Sparta on land. This is followed by Pericles* reasons?tfor
fearlng the future;‘ The Athenians should not be too confident nor down-
hearted, nor should they try to increase the size of their empire while
they are at war. Pericles then adds that he is afraid, not so much of-.

. ~ . : '
the enemy’s plans, but of Athenian mistakes. Once again it seems that a
. ’ ‘ Y ’ . - .
reference to Athenian emotionalism [opyiofevrag] occurs in conjunction ~*

‘with a¢éAAeLV/600aL.

In the first book of the History a¢éX§ep

/€o0far  has been used by

-~

repfesentativeatnlboth sides time, the failure spoken

of seems to refer td Athens in sofe way, asfwell as to emotionalism or a
lack of heedfulness; theae contras® withzthe caution esponéed - by .
Pericles.

‘ The‘Atheniana'are reminded by Peniclea [ii.61-64] ofbtheir decisien 
to follow his polic?es whatever.the cost. ~They.nave sincetsuffered "the
outbreak. of the nlagne and‘the destruction of'tneir crops, and have
begun to questien the = wisdom of his strategy, "Their feelinga a;e

mentioned by Thucydldes as an example of Athenian emotionalism, one

-

whlch Pericles is able, this time,to bring under control [11.59]. “In:

trying to restore their confidence Pericles says that the\individwgl is

@

better off when the state is being run by general consensus than when an
individnalj satisfiesi.his own 'ambition”'while the state .is failing:
[iiNSO.ZI. The state declines when individual 1nterests replace the

 common good. Here, -the idea of selflsh ambltlon is introduced It is

P

repeated by Thucydides at 11.65 as_one of his explanations for the

eventual defeat ofIAthens. Thus, in’the second,book‘Thucydide%’seems‘to.
 suggest that there is a link between odaddeiv/eobar, and the rise of

personal ambition.

18
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The }Spértaﬁs1 fail in a sea-battle at Rhium, which ends Spartah

. w“ ) o _
activity at sea for a time. In their speech at ii.87 the Spartan
generals use og¢aidewv/eofar three times. Spar fails‘in‘ﬁgr first

bactleFeat sea because of bad luck.and inexperiencé [ii:87.2];' all men

fail in this way at some time, but this should not »méke' them lose
5 . . . - -

courage [11{87.3]; Sparta will notvfail again, - because she can learn

from her mistakes (11.87.7]. E¢éAA€LV/€GGQL, then, 1is not associated

-

with  Athens élgne}4-bﬁt it can be exﬁerienced.by all. It does not

necessarily have to.be one’s own fault but qan'be the result of simplé
bad luck; the Spartans assert that they can learn ffom their"miszakes.
: Thé instancés of ‘q¢éAAeLV/eaoaL’in.thié'speech _Show thét failurev‘ééﬁ
bg oﬁe's .owﬁ’faﬁlt,; as‘it Séems to be*ffequently fprAAthens, or can
A‘haﬁpen through sheer ﬁisfoftune, whiqh»happens to all\men atAsdme time. = -

The only way tq‘deal with iﬁ is to t:y to legrn froﬁ 6nefs mis;akes,kAas

Ehé Spartahs-clai\»they»Qill. Athens<after. Peficles, in- Thu;ydides’
’ acéount, does not-fzilow sﬁéh aicaiefgl and reasonable polic&.
'In.book iii, during their appeal'to S;arta for help in theiy revolt
against .Athen;, the‘Mytileneans emphasize Chatlché good of a1l y{ll>5e
affected if their rebellion fails [iiiila.L].[ They are egaggeracing the
~ importance of'their‘fa11Urethr0Qgh’fear\qf the sprbng Athenian résponse

to 'their‘ rebéllion,_ and in ‘order to pérsﬁade Spérta “to help. &
"E¢éAA§Ly/caoai is uged in thévcontext bestrong emotion and is the:kind |
,;Qf'failure that ‘can happen to anyone despite cautious.preparation~[iii.2

\ ) : '

and 3}. o N y
Cleon;'in' a speech in the debate over the punishment of Mytilene,

proposes that Athens shbuldvnot rescind her decree on the island’s fate.

Passed by'fhe Assembly and supported %y Cleon, this decree prescribed
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. . ‘_ . R S N C .
‘the ‘extremely harsh punisnﬁents to be imposed on the Mytileneans.i Cleon
1e1ains‘ that to change laws SO . quxckly would reveal a weakness in the .

I3

o democratlc system It WOuld also show that those individuals who allowed-

" such swift changes of policy are too clever and not to be trusted. Their |
i _ S R : ' S ' ’

~action would, in fact, cause - the state “to  fail -[iii;37.4]. For-
Thucydides»‘vcleon 'is, a  prime exaaple“*‘ff‘the kind of individual
1nf1uenc1ng Athenlan pollcy after Pericles, and“ene.ofAthoée Qho’c&used _

~

ﬂ_;the_ failure_ of . e‘_state .through “aelfisn' ambition. The ‘use " of
a¢ékxe@y/£aﬁatv‘alao Seens toinake an ironic connection‘betﬁeen‘ Cleonfs
words, at 1i1.37.4, on goﬁernnent‘bybthe man in the street;-and‘tnoselof
Thucydldes at ii;d‘65,x qn. Pericles'’ eontroi ef Athens as 'withedt

oy . . .

fallure -
Later in the same speeih-[iii.39.7 and 8] Cleon makes-:t@q:“
references to failure.' A dlStlnCthn snould be made in the severlty 'of:

the punishmentttbetween 'those who rebel w1111ngly and thqse'vwho “are

. forced to do so, otherwise no one woqld fear failure for their:state. He

adds that, if Athens failed in an attempt to.put down such voltsavthe‘V

result could be fatal for her, since the;ensuing'financial and military

-losses would affect her control of the empire.‘ﬂRebéilio amongst . the

i

»

allles of Athens is a p0551b111ty which Thucydldes mentions elsighere in

the History [iv.108, wviii. 2}, and detachlng allies from Athen$ was. a
- policy followed with success by Brasada5>[1v 102 116] ﬂ Cleon”s'response

. ‘ ‘ .
to a p0551b111ty of thls klnd of failure is to advocate a' speedy and

- /
, violent,solutloq..' Cleon also mentions that the Athenians lack mpovoa.

when it comes to seeing where their impulses will lead them (11i.38.6&)
but suggesté] that dec151ons made quickly and under the influence of
one’s initial feellngs [op7n] are best

In his reply Diodotus contradicta Cleon’s.statements and stresses



- these passages seems to suggest that the word is linking failure with

4]

the fact that failure results from decisions made undér’ﬁhe influence of

emotiqﬁs. When the Athenians fail as a result of such anvimpﬁlse [;}7n-.
i11.43.5], 'they_tqrn on the man who made_thé original prgposal, despite . .

the fact that the majority of cizizens agreed to it. They had: earlier -

turned  on 'Periéleé in the same way [1i.59.2].  Diodotus suggests that

fear of punishment for wrorig decisions might make them act more wisely.

.

In both speeches in this book o¢addleiv/ecofar seems to be associated

with failure through ambition aﬁdjs;rong'emotion.

Such strong emotion is also referred to in the account of the '

revolution at Corcyra [iii.84.3].8 Zgadrrewv/egfar is used here of those
who failv;while the common laws of humartity no longerkoperate when - a
state is controlled by those_waﬂting.revenge. ‘

. Care and foresight to guéfd againstvfaildte are mentioned by the

Spartans - in their armistice proposals to Athens after Pylos [iv.18.2].

; Once more the Spartans .seem prepared to learn from their mistakes and

admit that their plans failed Because théy'did not make.proper use of

their resources. Thucydides may also be implying that Sparta showed a

Sy .
“lack of mpovoia, since he states [iv.5.1] that the Spartdns did not
take the Athenian action at Pylos seriously enough at first. Athens is

advised to make. peace on favourable terms, since worse will follow

should Athens fail in the future [iv.18.5]. At the moment of advantage

' over Sparta Athens is being reminded that failure is always possible,

. . . ’ ] /
and that a policy of caution is best. The vivid gdadleiv/eofar is here

: ; ‘ .
eﬁphasised by the use of .wratw. The Athenians ignore the warning and

S V - ) ‘. ' - N
rejg}t the Spartan offer through greed, in Thucydides’ opinfon’'- rou §e

B [ . Lot )
rXéovos wpeyovro [iv.21.2].  The use of ogaddeiy/eofar for failure in

>

" 21
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Athenian ambition and greed and with lack of foresight on both sides.

Thucydides describes the feelings ofyﬁhat he calls 'the more -

bthoughtful citizens'.[iv.28,5] over Cieon's boast that he willv defeat
Sparta at Pylos in twénty days. These citizens felt th;t they would gain
whatever the outcome of Pylos. Either Cleon wéuld be killed, as they
expected{>of they would have the Spaftéﬁs in their power. The confidence
‘of theirb e#pectationll(ékw{;) is linked with a¢;AAc;D/eaﬂal bﬁt; in the
9Qent, they are wrong. Cleon's success at é&los,.as'Thucydides.relates
the “story, was the reason why the Athenians so confidehtly and
: © - . :
_ambitiouély rejected pe?ce afterwar%g.’ nge, a¢;AAeLu/500aL is used of
the disappointment of hope, but its uée may also demonstrate how sefious

the ~failure of their hopes turned out to be for these citizens and for

_Athens.'? Cleon and the other demagogues have already been. linked to

-, _
opadreiv/eofar by Thucydides [1ii.65]. Pylos was a disaster for Sparta
(iv.18, 85.2, wv.17.1] and; although.it was a successful .action for

Athens, - led to her rejection of peace, a rejection that is repeatedly

attributed to greed throughout this book in very similar words [ivf21.2,

41.3, 92.2).18 It is as though Thuecydides sees this incident as a

particularly important. one for Athens.

3

The possibility of -the failure of individual aims is men;ion\ _y>

Hermocrates in the Sicilian peace conference at Gela [iv.6213]. Such

v

' . - J
failure may involve one’s destruction or the giving up of present gains.
Yy giving up pregsent g .

Failure, Hermocrates adds, 1is always a possibility, and thev,fuCUre
uncerta;n. Cadtioﬁ is the wisest poiicy against the incalculable element
of the future, aﬁdvthé‘pASsibility oﬁ'failﬁre can. be seen as Qseful
D[iv.62.4, whére 'thév adjective 0¢aA€péc}is used]. if'everyone fears

failure, then this fear will make them act more cautiously. Failure

involving significant loss and the need for caution are now = introduced

p



into' g ‘Sicilian context by the/persoﬁ wjgo represents a reaeoned apd“‘
cautiou& pollcy As this word has also been associated with 'Athenian:
failure both in Sicily and in the war [11 65], the-uée of it here - may
recall that Athens fails in Sicily and that her ‘failure might be linked '
to her ambition and lack of proper caution:

When the\ethenlan generals decide not, to flght Brasida >at-.’Megara,
_ite is because a fallure‘ would mean the loss of the Atheﬁlaef hoplite
fotce [iv.73.4]. 'Here)va¢g)AéLu/eaéaL is used ofbthis peseible-failﬁte"
.which would mean a significant loss of strength for Athene. Tbizattack

Brasidas at’' this point, they feel, is risky and most Athenian objectives.

have  been gaired  glready. - This seems .to be an .instance of
/ < B -. P s s
opardetv/eofar in connection with more cautious Athenian policy. There

was no failure in this case but its possibility is linked to risk. and
serious lesétfiEven so, the decisiog resulted’evehtuaily in the:loes of 
Atheniae i?fluence aﬁd S0 eventeal failure in Megara.

In book iv it appears.that the possibilit? of failur& through
ambition and the a&oidance of feilure through caﬁtien;-as well,ee a iink
between Sicily and Athens, are being’suggested through the use -
.0¢&AA€LU/€09&L.‘ | |

The Athenian defeats at Delium and Amphipolie are referred to by
\Thucydides as a¢aApara'[v 14.2) to suggest that/they were - disastrods
1oeses. Herodotus uses a¢aApa in a similar way to descrlbe a disaster
[1x.9]). These disasters brlng a marked chenge yn Athenlen feellngs and
uqderline_Thucydides suggestlons (as, put int the mouth of Perlcles) that:
the Atheniens are volatile and tend to over-react‘[11.59-and 65]. Their
faiiuréﬁ)may alse Jbe connected' witﬁ- the greed and. ambition . that

. 4

‘Thucydides has stressed threughout thi§ book,




.Nigias, the cautious Aghenién general who is laCerito take. part in
the ekpedition‘to Sicily, gives his reasons for representing ﬁhe cause
of ﬁeace at-§.16.1, He wants to avoid taking risks and.:rus;' luck as
1ittle aé ﬁoséible. HeAalso wishes stop the sufferigg quickly and to be
remembered és one whb ﬁad not caused thé ‘state ‘to 'fail‘\ Again,
a¢ékk;pu/eaGéL, backéd by the use of nrgiw h;fe, aépears to be used in
.thé 'context of the more cautio@sAPOIicy of Nicias. 1t has; ever,
. already beeﬁ used [11.65] of the fail@rebin which Nicias Qas involved in
Siqfly. Perhaps Thucydideé may_be suggesting that spmetimés such éautida
can be just as diséttroqs'as(bvér-éonfideqfe. |

Durihg th% ,Melién dialogue [v.8&-1i6] a¢éAAeLu/600aL is used féur
time;. At v.90 the Meliaas, in appealing‘forrjustice‘froﬁvAthens,-wéfn
the‘ Athenian representatives that Athens’ failure_in-war':will be an
examplévto all.}‘, 2¢éAkeLv/eaﬂaL here is linked to po;sible failﬁre for
Athens. When the ﬁelians claim th#t'they‘still hbpé fof success, the
Atheniéns'%eply‘that‘such hope " is useless. Its'tfue néture is‘only ssen
for »Qhat it 1is in time of failure [v.103.]. ‘After the disaster at
Syfacuse [vii.75.6]/§the Atheniahs Ege.the true nature of hope for
ghemselves Qhep they»experiénce a major failure, Complete failure for
Melés is predicted by the Athenians who tell the Meliéﬁs that the  only
certainty is what they.see before them [v.113]; If the Melians trust in
}uck; hope and Spartan promises, they will fail (és. the Mytileneans
failed wéen theyrrelied aﬁ Sparta [iii.l4]). The Atheﬁian reply here is
a very"pfaétical‘ one, as:it dealé with the immediate reality.. Thé
Atheniénsv disﬁiss the Melians’;reliance on hope and luck to savé them
and ‘reveél their .cpnfidence in their own power. The pq§ition and
prominenée~ given to thishdiaiogue may well be meant to illustrate “the

irony of Athenian pride and Strength just before her undertaking of the

\-»



iexpe@ition to'Siéily, its‘éubsequent reliance on hope and‘luck.and its
eQentual failure. |

In a disqussioﬁ of‘Thucydides7 account of the Sicilian expediﬁion,
to thqh twé books of. the History are derced,' Hornglower sugéests ﬁﬁat
it 1s:one of the events 'inflated’ by Thucydides. for artistic or other

t : .

purposes, beyond their true impbdrtance for the outcomé of the war.1®
'Lsic]: In phis-bobk Thucydidgs’ uée of &¢é*)€bv/€00&b is more fréquent
than before. ..' » : '

In his first épéech to the Assembly Nicias talks of the conséquence
 for Athens if a considerable Athenianiforce shguid’ fail.‘in Sicily
[vi.lO.é]; " The use of aééAAepu/eaﬁaL f§r this poténtial failure may
recall 1its use at ii.65 for the actgal failure.'_Thereﬂmay.aléo .be aﬁ
ironic link with theruse of v0¢ékA€LU/€00aL of Nicias' hope that he
Wil not be a cause of failure to hvis srtate [v.16.1]. Again [vi.li.a] e
wafng .that‘ any Athenian failure in.Siciiy'will cauée'the Sicilians . to
join in-a concerted éttaék on Atﬁeps wiﬁh'her ofhér enéyies. This, then,
~would bewa serious consequence of failure for‘Athéns_ U¢&&A€LV/600QL is
backed by ﬁhg use‘of wrafw‘[vi.l2.4]. -Nicias mentions ‘a similar idéa of
any failure resulting iﬁ the ﬁhole of Sicily beihg‘hostile to Athens
i[vi.23.3]. The Athenians’ ;esponse to his_ warning contains. another
- example of a¢éxxeiv)eaeﬁt fvi.24;3]."They-ih féct believe that so large
a/Eorce cogid no;vf;il. Iheir emotions aboﬁt the e#pediﬁioﬁ-;fe stressed:
in this chapter 'by_sgch words as ;ﬁbﬂvpéBu - ééqpéﬁnaau ...'Sﬁpnuro;

| ?pwq ‘..' : nodw  .:.....eLéAnL6e§.~ . ‘The repeﬁitionv of
é¢ékiciy/co€acl in'éonnection with thé.Sicilian.expeditidn both in ﬁhis
book, tﬁrough its usévby Nicias and in Tﬂucydides' summary and in books

iv, v and ii, suggest that Thucydides is making ironic comnections. The

-



26

¥
reasons for the failure appear the same as he seems to have suggested
previously through the use of a¢ékxeuu/caoat - Athenian ambition and
6ve:-confidence. A furtherbreasén is given by Thucydides when he states
that  the Athenians causéﬁﬁthe city'sufailure.iﬁ'81cily through their
fear -and emotional rejection of the ambitibus.Alcibiades, despite’ the

. ¢ :
fact' that his conduct of the war to this point had been excellent

v

[§1.15.5]. < o X
| Athenian failure occurring through Atheﬁian mistakes is mentioned.
by Hermocrates‘tvi.33.5]._ He foresees it coming from avlack of proper
“supplies and emphésisesvit thréugh the use éf ATQALW [§1.33.6]; ’he aiso
déclarés~_thét the failuré of the Persians:was-due ~to  luck qnd‘ not-
Eecause of Athenian cleverness égainst them'[vi.33.6]7, This  feferénéé
- links Persia and:'Athens again ‘in thévsuggestion-of .a- §e1f-infiic$ed
_:disaSter, just as the quiﬁthians did earlieri{i;69.5] Buc,v'this'tiﬁe,
the qontext is clearly Siciliéﬁ; .-Tﬁé rebgtitibn of a¢éAAeLv/eaBa{ may
be: méant to recall the earlief';eference and'help build_up the idga_ of
the‘impprtance of this Athenian failure,»énd.thét it it-cﬁeir own -fault,
since it was caﬁsed.b& théir own ﬁis;akeg. v
| 'After the Athenian 'defeét at Epipolaé [vii.&7f3], Dem§sthenes
advises them not t§ remain in Sicily. They have aiready been defeated at
' séﬁ [vii.él], ana'Epipolae was béhosﬁheneé' a;temé: to take adVantégé of
thé surprise’ of his arfivgl to géin a éuick viétory. The . use qf'
&¢éAAecy/500aL for this defeat perhaps éhows the importanéé of the
action for Demostheneé. It 'was to Be’ the decisive one, in his
estimation; and 6n.itsvresult.hung thgldecision whe;hg:'che .A;heniansb
should stay- in Sicily 6f return tq.Atﬁica [vii.47]. The fail@re ‘at
Epipélag seems to involve the Athenians inextriéably in complete failure

in Sicily.
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Niéias [vii.61] and Gylippds:[vii.66-68] refe:vtovfailurg,vséﬁeral
times in their speeches. Nicias encourages the Athenians not to despair.
‘ ‘ - . R o > o
They should not behave like inexperienced soldiers for whom first

' faiIures' seeﬁ 'so devastating, but thej must trust to luck and the
iuﬁpredictaﬁle. The context in which a¢éAA€LQ/eaﬁaL‘is ussd contfasts
with .the arguments on-hope énd_luck used by the Atheniané in the Melian
aialogue. There they dismissed .ﬁhe belief in‘ chance and hope and
foggcast‘ Melian failure based on their practical'assessment‘;f tﬁe ﬁere
' énd now.

Gylippus‘accuratély éredicts the feelings ¢f'fhe Athenians when ‘he
describes their ‘failuré in sométﬁing':unexpéctea [cf.vi.24.3, 86].
‘Z¢élke;v/eaﬁab is"uséd threeJ ti;es in this speecﬁu [Yii.66.3,>:67.2,'
.‘: 68;3]’ for faiiure of differént kinds.5_Tﬁe Athéﬁians ﬁevér expected to
fail, their shipsb will fail whén'they fight:(a foreshadowing of the
events ‘of the battle in the ﬁarﬁdur), and it is'rarefféf failure to
bring no great loss. .Theéé statements about Athenian  'fai1ure' have
eithe% geen previously mentioned as true by Thucydidés [vi.24.3] or wiil:
Be' proved to be 'sd by the subsequent narrative of -the end of tﬁe
: éxpeditioa. ﬁ |
The possibility of failure is linked to the Syracusans too

[vi.75.1], when “they decide td’build‘a_wall to cut off the Athenian.-

blockading "wall at Epipolae. The use of the construction
Chw - d¢&xxwﬁra; ‘may foreshadow their subsequent defeat here [vi.97
and 100}, one that at the time:may have seemed important| since at this

point in the campaign, the Athenians still appeared capable of success.
Hermocrates] makes Sicilian unity the main point of his speech to

the'Camaripean [vi.80.2].1% He refers to tﬁe failure of those who will
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" be ﬁefeaged' because they have not received help .from their fellow

Sicilians, and defiﬁes‘ xpoundia - the poiicy of cautibn - as meither

- fair norvséfe, sinéé it Qodld mean opﬁosiﬁg néithér'Athehs nof‘Camarinav 
[vi;80.1]. Caution, then,:méy nocrglways be the best péli;y. Hefﬁdc;aEZs '
theﬁ make§ anfappeal for unityiwhich sets the possiﬁility of failure
vagainst background of disunity a>&he'same point”thét Thucydides made in
1i:65 about Athenian failure-aﬁ&‘ihternal disunity.

In 'book " viii Tﬁucydides develops the statement made at 11.65.12.
There, tﬁé Athenian failufe in the war.as'a whole 1is attributed £0’ 
intefnal weakness through faction and division. Book viii appears bﬁo
-show a different approach frém bookﬁvi to vii,. e.g. in book.viii -the
‘Sicilian‘-e#peditiéﬁ is noyléﬁger the‘ wauwké&pla déscribéd in book .Vii.,
but it is said only to have appéaréd great at the ﬁime [Viii.96.l], -and
0¢éAk€LV/€09aL,; _while stiil recalling the 1idea of final failure
mentioned‘at ii.65, seems to refer mére to tﬁe failufe of the Athenians

to remaih united, = as well as the failure of others to understand that

.Athens was.not yet finished [viii.24.5].

Failure in the case of the Chians [viii;24.5] and the Corinthians:
[viii.32.1 and 3], came fhroughAundéfestiﬁatinglthe,streﬁgth of Athenian
resistance. Such'féilure, Thucydides says, is gvidgnce,of_che1unexpec§gd
in the life of man. -The Chians were normally cautious, Bﬁt even fhey
could make ﬁniucky decisi§ns. E¢ékpa is Qsed for the disaster to the
Chians. }ApaprZa in - the same 'sentenée'seem§ ﬁo refér to othe;§ who
ﬁhQQFQt the vsame way but did nét acﬁually join the Trevolt. Altﬁough 5
Thucydides séems to be.assbciating é¢é)l€;u/€aﬁaL with failUré through
one's own fauit, barticularly in the'case'of Atﬁens, qhance.also is

shown to play a fole in human affairs.

Some Athenian defeats are called a¢élpa1a in this book. Andrewes



N .

suggests cﬁat this may be because Athenian iack of confidehéeilup to
this point, and their fear of the Spart?h f;eet may_haye»made them ieem‘
so [viii;106.2].§7~ They also suggest a great contrast in féelings ét
‘Athens before and after‘che‘victory.at Cynégsemé. &rough tﬁe use of
;a¢&kxezu/eaﬂab and: odarua, Thucydides‘ may mean the feadér to recall
other inétances of Athenian emo;iodﬁl;éwings tied to other failures.
"The éther'thfee references to ,a¢&&*e;u/ea€ab in bodk viii are ‘to
internal ‘failure througﬁ ghe operation éf.individdaivfaCtions of some
kind  connected ‘'with Athens. The Athenian army at Sa@bé coﬁsiders the
possibiiity"of fhe failgre of its plans against Atﬁens [Viii}76.7j;
" Alcibiades persuédes them not to sail against“thé Piraeus, as the
failure of. eithér, side in the disﬁute would mean that .no .mea;onable
settléhent coﬁld be made:[viii.86.7j. Thé effeét of party division  on
. the ordinary cigizen is the last'bofnt.made using d¢éAAeLu/e€aL. Peoplev
ar; éfraidftQ speak out against- the Five Thousand at Athens, in’ case
such a mistéke sﬁould be fatal.
2¢&AA£fu/cha;, a¢akua épdv ‘a¢aAep5q ‘seem to be usedj.by
Thuczﬁ?des in contexts which suggestvthat the failuré\descfibed, whethef
'¥military, politiéal or intellectual,‘is to bevlihked.with o&er-ambitidn;
‘ 6ve;lemo;ion or lack of caution, particularly in the case of Athens. The
frequency of its use in connection with Athéns'underlinesvthe charadterv
which the .thenians are given in the History, that of an ambitiou§ and
over-cohfid‘ ﬁ,people. Under ghe cautious Péricles Thucydides suggests
that these' teh&encies - could be cﬁe#ked for the most part 'so that
,Pericle37>iberiod of coﬁtroi at Athens is described as being ‘without
.failuré' [aa¢aX&q], (élthqugh the faiiure of the gxpeditiﬁh'ﬁo Egypt anA'

the loss of Athens’ land empire occurred in chis'period. In addition,
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_the Athenians are early .chafaéﬁeriséd as  quick, restless, daring

{1.70.7] and soon able to make up for failure throdgh their ahbition.
Their quick réco&ery from later losses, e.g. at Delium and Ampﬁipdlis. a

récovery' that is not anticipated by their opponents, thus seems to be
. . . ) Y

suggested as proof of their ambition rather than of théI%l strength. "In"

this way Thucydides’ 1nterpretétion of evént§_mayvbe affected by his
views on the meanihg of security. \;;,
Others are shown to fail too, e.g. the Spartans. KThis'is explained

by the operation of luck or inexperience. All men arelsubjéct to  this

"kind of failure, although the wise can be aware of iﬁs» possibility,
W .

learn from their mistakes, and remember the unpredictable element in the
¢ . i g

future, as.Péricles, Archidamus, Hermocrates and Nicias war: [1.140,84,

and iii.62]. After Pericles the Athenians seem not to remember this, inv
Thucydides’ account, aﬁd to move towar&; ‘an  ultimate 'failuﬁe, the .
failure in Sicily, vemphasiéed and rgpélled, particularly in books‘i to
vii, thfough the repetition of a¢éAAeL§/edoac.} _Over-cadtion, too, may

be a cause of failure, as Nicias hoped not to be a cause of failure for

"his city. It was he who'exaggerated the nggds of the‘Sicilian campaign,

thus causing = the Athenians to dispatch an even larger force than was

;origihally intended, and it was Nicias who was invol}sd in the

disastrous end of the expedition. ‘Complete security, as the Spartans
- suggested, : is  not possible [iv.18]), 'since there is balways an
unpredictable element in human affairs. For Athens it seems that

- failure was not so much the result of misfortune as caused by her own

faults, i.e. her ambition, greed and over-emotionalism. .



CHAPTER _
ATOAAEIA

-

) ] / ' . .
The adjective aogdadns occurs once in Homer and means ‘not
. ‘

liable to  fall’ e.g. Odyssey vi.42. This méaniné{}s also found in

later éuthors, e.g. Hesiod, Theogony 128 and 'Pindar, Nemean vi.3.

an¢aA6q is._élso_ used mefaphorically and is wusually translated as

-'safe’ or 'secure'.  ‘The a@Verbial form aopadds, ‘“safely’ oécurs‘
frequently . from Homer ‘onwards. The negte:vfj&m of the adjective and
the definite article were used as a sﬁbsténtive, e.g.  Pindar, Pythian
111.36; the noun aogareéia .. appears to be a fifth-century form found
no eaflier';han Herodotus.! All these variations of aodaing occur -

-1 Thucyaides' History. xA.s, aa¢aAéq is a rather negative way' of
describing safety, as an absence of falling, failure or misfortune (a -
d¢aXAcgu)q .this negative 'aspect should be ‘an important element in its

meaning. It should, therefore, be distinguished from awrnp[a and . its

compounds; these refer positively to safety and, as far as can be

ascertained, do not have ifgg&z{ive»connotation. : -
o . e ’ ,
aodains amay

. ' b
In the History, the wuse of the different forms\¢f
be diyidéd into two types. "The first is'ﬁ&s/personal'safety of an

‘individual or a group in a specific situation, e.g. 1.107.3, where a

Spartan forde will not cross Geraneia because it is held by Athens and,

with "war. The " participanté' personal safety and possiblé fall/failure

-

is° of major concern to them and their leaders. - Many examples in this

31
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L ) . .
-group are of safety, - aa¢ékecu - In battle and refer to avoiding a

‘physical fall [1ii.105.4]. The Gréek metaphor here is much the same as

~the English ‘to fall in action’. The literal meaning, i.e. not falling

down, 1s most clearly seen at '3i1.22.3 where the Plataeans try to escape

A3

~

the Spartan siege. They leave the city in secret and by night, are

lightly armed; so as not to be heard, and wear only one shoe -

' aa¢aAefaq éLéna - to prevent their élipping and falling down in the mud.

The second type,v which will be considered in detail in this

‘chapter, is that of the security against loss or failure for the polis.

. J ' . . '
It is here that Thucydides wuses ao¢aréta or the ~older form 70

) 4 [ »
@ogares  to emphasise the nature of such security as an absence of

5 . . ’ / . i
-serious failure or loss. _Aogadera in this sense is mostly found in

speeches and summaries. The word &a¢é)e;a is also often found in

with phrases that indicate risk [nZuSvuoc], ~e.g. 1.75.4, the need for
forethought [ﬂpéuoca], e.g.1.84.4, and suggest a definition of a wise

or moderate policy [aw¢poa$un].

antithesis with a¢éAAecu/ca&aL, e.g. ii.65.5'and 12 ‘and in association -

C PR B . :
The use of aggadeta as a key word in Spartan concepts of

security reveals an interpretation very different from the Athenian.

For the Spartans, as exemplifi;j—iz/ﬁrchidamgs [1.79-85) and as shown in

the - Corinthians’ JSpeech [i. 8-71], security lies - in slow, édreful

consideration and férethought [1.79-85]. 7 Such fofethought is artributed

/ B
to Pericles also, and Athens was controlled safely by him in Thucydides’

opinion [ii.65]). For the Athenian speakers at - the Spartan assembly
[1.73-8] seCuSﬁty lies in maintaining and even increasing the size of
their empire since it is not safe-to let it go. These attitudes towards

security in turn underline another theme of Thucydides’ {interpretation

.ta
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" of events - the contrast in charactef\?etween Atheniaﬁs ‘énd Spartans..
' Thucydides, then, may alsé be studying the gffec;s of failﬁfe on other
étates a; Qellvas Athens:. ' In his inﬁréduction toifhé'Histo;Y Thucydidés
claim§ that ﬁhe wofk.is not merely é'record of events but an acﬁempt to
reveal ﬁow human nature will react‘and continue to react in similar ways
uﬁder similar -stresses [1.22]. Thucydides seems to ”suggest that an -

inevitable part of human experience is. failure at some time or another.

‘The co

ideration given to security, i.e. the absence of = failure,
‘acdaleta, "each sfﬁe-in the war, and  their reaction to it when it
!
: o ;

occurs, reveal not “enly the charéﬂters of the participantsa.but also

demonstrate Thucydides’' cdnclusions about humanity in general,
The Corcyreans in |their dispute with Corinth, which 'Thucydideé
highlights as one of the imme

iate causes of the war, wuse the argument

" q{ seéurity against failure in order to persuade the Athenid to make

an alliance with them.[i.32 - 36]._; A form of - ;U¢éA§LQ> is ysed twice

Cin this spéech.’and emphasises the’point-that their appeallto- theﬁs is
one to the further securit& of her empire.‘ Corcyra used. to think ‘that a
éolicy of heutrélity was thg-:wise one - h‘ab¢p;aéuﬁ. - They  will now
adopt a bolder line [1.32.5 -roAﬁGpeuI, _and make nd éoncesﬁions which
migﬁ;, enaangef' their éécuriﬁy.[i.34.3]. If'the\Athéniéns rejec;'vﬁheb
Corcyrean offer, they bwil} show a lack of wpéuoaa; especially over
theirA'wéétéyn ambitions, ;;;ce war is now ‘ineyitaﬁie, in Cor;yré's'
opinion [1.36.]. An alliance would bring ;equrity to both Cércyra and

Athens  [1.33.2], and Athenian security agains- Zailure lies in
increasing her power over the felopénnesians by adding Cbrcyt&’s ships’
to her fleecb[i.34.2].. Security, the power of the Athenian empire and

fléet,:AAthenian ambition, ~and ' the risk of war with.SpaQta are all

brought into association.
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Thé Corinthians-in their feply mention &a¢éA;ca foufttimes [1‘37.1,
39.1,3 and 40.2].  This both echoes the use of acgarera by the

: Corcyreans and giyeé the Corinthians’ 6wn interpretation'of it.  They
. . ‘ .

want to giVe Athens thé_cléarést‘possible idea of-thevCorintﬁian side.of

‘

the affair; and'wha;_phei}fidea of the best policy is in this situation,

‘'so that there sﬁould be nolfailuﬁe‘to unde tand what is at stake. They"

reject the Corcyreans” offer of arbitration as useless, since Corcyra is
: ey 4 ,

already . secure, because she has made an abpeal for Athenian help. This
_appealishould ﬁavé been.maqe more_proﬁerly éarlier,.ﬁhen Corcyra enjoyed
_ greatér security, i.e. when she wasbnét invélvediin a dispﬁ;e with
Corinth. iﬁ 'would  be wrong for Athens t;;accept”ban alliaﬁce wiEh
Corcyré,isihcevéorcyra‘is in revolt from Corinth;»ana the résulc.ﬁf Quéh
: an.‘élliance would be war'between Co%imth. and Aﬁﬁéné. To.-énter an
al;iéncevwith é rébél looking for‘sgcu;ityj. és Corcyra‘ig; wouidvnot~be‘

-a - wise ove - €. owppovovor [1.40.2]. In fact,. the wise .course

‘.'(at:)qu{bV) ould be to make the Corinth‘ less suspicious of  Athenian

motives ‘[i.d .2)% The Cofcyrean claim that pheirs'ig'the ‘policy of
wisdom (15.'aa¢pou) merely ‘disguisgs their ‘trué motive, S;Z:REJ(:\//_
aggressién. o | o o :
Corinth ‘sées the‘ matter as é purely private quafrel ‘between a
.mdther-éigy and hér colony, -but_Atheﬁs‘concludes a defen;ive alliance
witthOrcyra. Although this arrangément makesﬂher>techniéally_not‘ the.
aggfeSsor in® a Apossiblé Qar,, »her'.b¢ha§iour could {be .qpnsidercd'
prévocati&e.a Thucydide;f explan;tibn fof Aﬁhgnéu decisibn is that war
be;&een Athen§:éﬁd Sparta Qas felt to be inevitable [i;hd.Z];‘and AFhens

did not want'theHCorCYrean fleet in Peloponnesian hands. He alsoulinks'

this incident to Athenian interests in the west by adding that - C%rcyra
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lay convehiehtly‘on the route to Itaiy and Sicily; "Both these ‘points
wefe made by the Cotcyteans"in'their soeech. Although'Cofinthtvosed
‘. ao¢ékefa - to emphasise the idea that jﬁAthehs .should not_'heoome
ihtolvedh:the Athenian iﬁterpretation of.seourity'means thelexPansion of‘
the empire at the risk of war, throogh’theit decisiony to ‘form,'an
- allfance with Corcyta‘ and through their ambitions‘ih the Qest.

" In the second incident desctiheo_by Thucydidesias ohe of the causes
of the war, >the Cotinthians . in Q speechvtoethe”épartahs [i.6877i],

‘mention the idea of securlty agalnst fallure as an essential element in

Spartan policy, and contrast it through antlthe51s with a¢aAAeLu/eaﬁaL

with the failure of Persia and the possible failures of. Athens."vThis
_ 4 e o : , v 4 ‘
" cautioys behaviour of Sparta can be called a wise policy, aw¢poaJvn

”[1.68.i]g‘ bht,itfcengalso,lead tohlack\of knowledge:of others’ motives,
&paafa. The ’Spartans “ have had a»feputation for being reliable, 1i.e

not allow1ng an ally to fall [1 69. 5], whilelrelying on the threat of

»

action more. than on action 1tse1f The Corlnthh\hs have begun to doubt

‘whethef this reputation is deserved, as Sparta is as slow to act agaihst
) ' . : .

Athens -as she was against Persia. This inaction has already caused the

destruction .of some ' states that relied on Sparta‘ as their security
againsg fatlure. '§partan policy was influenced by her fear of a Helot
upriﬁing at home, ‘as at Ithome, and of the possible loss of a Spartiate

-

force.* Also, the'nature of the Peloponnesian League seems to have been
¢ ¥ . .

such - that action had to be ratlfled by other members, a process which

' : < s

took time. Athenian decisions appear; iln Thucydldes account, to have

been taken un:l.laltefally‘-s Thuéydides has, in the speeches given by on

both occasions by the Corlnth&§§s é’outlined the eharacter of ﬁhe
"W . .

protagonists through thelr interpretation of security and, aw¢poavun
i .

King Agchidamus{ whomnThucydides describes as Evueroq Sokwy ... Kal
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¥é¢pwu [i.79{2] is the'embodiment-df~Spartan caution, especially that

of ' the older generation. Im his'speech to the Spartan agsémbly he

stresses the importance of securitybagaihst making mistakes. War £is

: . - : ) , Sk
risky, i.e. not without .its losses [1.80.1]). He adds that those who have -

experienced war are not enthusiastic to. go through it again, as many’

Spartans seems to be :at present. War with Athens needs careful

_consideration  V[qw¢péqui, ~as it will be no small affair. Sparta

'sh0qld ‘not rely, on the possibility of enemy ¥rrors but make “her own

plans - beforehand in' security - &a¢aA5q wpouovpe@wu [1.84.4]). . For

,Archidamus‘ security is not to be found in decisions taken. under the

influence of emotion But in careful forethought [1.84.4].
The 'speech of the  Athenians [1.73-78] clearly reveals

their character through their attitude to their empire. They stress the

elementé' of 'advantage"(b¢eAZa) aﬁd, power - (56uapcq)»'in ruiing an

empire.- Through the péranomésia of &¢5Ala-and &a¢ak€¢, thefAtheﬁians

emphasise that it is not to their advantage to let their empire go, in

fact, it 1is 1ot safe to do so, as the risks involved are too great

[1.75.4] -_nLVSuugéétu and peyiarwv wépL KLvSvvwr . The Athenians add

that considerations of advantage in exercising power apply to Spartan

t

control 'in the Peloponnesé, too. They use their leadership for their own

advantage wiﬁhin the Peloponnesian League. Had Sparta formed an empire
' ‘ . : ¢

after the Persian War, she would have behaved in exactly the same way as
Athens in-administering it [1.76.1]. This speech provides an analeig of
the meaning of power for ‘both sides, and shows that, to Athens, .they

‘are governed by the. same motive in the exercise of that power. Security

for both is governed by self-interest.

Although  Thucydides  emphasises the Spartans’ caution as
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characteristie of them, at least for tﬁe older generation, it does not
.seem to be the whole picture. The pro-war pafty at Sparta is represented
in the speeéh-of Sthenelaidas, the ephor, for whom the sensible'peiicy -
;gu vew¢ﬁou&peu i[i.8§.2] ‘is en immediate aeclaration of war ageinst
Athens. This.is a very aifferenc'outlook from the one that Thecydidee
ascribes to Archidaﬁus andetheeepe suggested.in:the Corinthians’ speech.
- : ) \ ,

It s Sthenelaidas who finally rouses the Spértan‘ assembly to war
[1.87.§1, B The_ epeeeh"is ah abpeai te Spartén honour,[i:86.5] and  a
Aemand for punishment for Athenian aggression. . Stheneiaidas'shows that
‘Spartans, ’too, do not alweys‘behave with‘the caution aﬁd:regard~ for
securiey that Archidamus recommends and of which Thucydides seems to.
C epprove through his praise of the'Spartan king.

In their fiﬁél ”épeech at‘the Spartaﬁ congress [1.120.5], "  the
Corinthians ;alk ‘ofe'seCU£ity, .éuééketa, as Being"the‘stafe which
people.ehjey whee deciding on war. When they“are at war,‘the presence of_

the emotion of fear can ruin earlier decisions made in safety. In' a

T
e\

speech thaf.is ﬁrophetic“of the attitudes of both'Sides‘in the: course
of the war they say that Sensible>men (avé pov ew¢péewu)‘ are feady
:.td .come to terms when necessary and will mnot become over-confident,
: ﬁhrough success, Tmor too cautious through wanting peace.

.In‘ book 1 Thucydidee(étates his assessment'ef the redsons for the
outbreakvof war, ae well as hié.explenation of the respective’cheracters
of theﬂA;henians and Spartaﬁé. The differeﬁces'ean be seen tg}ough a
consideratioﬁ of their'eontrastiﬁg‘attitﬁdes to security against loss or
failure. . .Sparta "seems to use aa¢&1€La as a reason fof inaetion,
while Athens uses it és reason for conﬁinual' acfion,l expaneion and
aggression. uNeither, ,Thucy&ides impliee ;hroﬁgh ‘his approval of
Archidamus, is the besf policy:eﬁhis should_beréchieved by a.epmbina;ion

BN

¢
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of ceqpion ard a firm approach, as proposed by Archidamus [1.82.1).
Arehidamus  again rgpresénts the cautious side of the Spartan

character in his speech to the Spartan troops before the invasion of

Attica [ii.ll]. This attitude is underlinedaby the fact that he sends a

messenger to  Athens tb\see whether the Athenians are ready to make

terms. The messenger was not received by the Athenians because of a

&

resolution of Pericles to receive no embpassy from the Spartans once they

. 4 A . . .
had left their own territory [1i.12]. = Arch¥damus -mentions security
S R S P L
against failure, aogdareta, three .times in this speech. It is,
" therefore, of some concern to him. He thinks it safe endugh that the

Athenians will not come out to meet the Spartan force, but the'Spartans

should still be careful -about security [ii.11.3]. 'One‘ should be

confident but take precautions to. ensure safety [11.5}, - and the safest

thing of - all is a reliable and disciplined force [11.9]. All ‘these

statements reinforce the idea of the typical, older Spartan as.cautious,

careful and wéll:t;ained as against the .younger, more emotional element
such ‘as Sthenelaidas, who are eager for war,

In the Funeral speech [ii1.43 and 44] Pericles praises those who

have died for their city and sayS'that those who are left mus' pray for’

: ‘ R , - ‘ ,
a life more secure™against loss, aoggareore, v, and think nothing too

>

‘intolerable to be attempted against the enemy. This sécurity s

a S ) ’ '
contrasted ' through paronomasia with arolperepary  which often means:

‘more ;owardly’ or 'lacking in daring’.f TéApa is 'characteristic‘vof
. Athenians;{[i.70.3] and ig_aiso aséoCiaﬁed with the Sicilian expedition.
The use of th;;ﬁérm‘ &rok#erépau ih a-context which;seemg to mean that
the Athenians -shouid not lose their spirit of daring throggh_.feari of

death in the war, may, perhaps, be an appeal,by Peric1es'far moderation
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of Athenian daring, as also made in an earlier speech [i.144.1]."

s

Pericles encdurages those Athenian parents who have lqsﬁ sons in
the war ﬁo have'more children, 1if ;hey can, . to in¢rease'the.sacurity of
chéﬁ,staté. (as ‘well ,aé to‘replace the othefs in ﬁhei;’ mgmories)
[i1.44.3]. Létex;,/ in the speech that Pericles makes after the outbreak

“of 'tﬁe plague, he discusses the problems of émpire in ﬁore ’détail
,[ii.60-64].'He agrees that it is a tyranny, but he argues that it cannot
Abe giQen‘ up. In ‘féct it would be risky, éwLnZVSUva, to do 'so

[11.63.2]. Those citizens who want to abandon the control of the ‘smpire

" are useless to Athens and would safely be slaves ip a state ruled by

someone else [1i.63.3]. Sécurity against loss for Athens, then, lies in .

1]

the maintenance of and belief in her empire, regardless of risk.
In his summary of Pericles. [1i.65], ' Thucydides states that, under
Pericles, ‘Athens was . safely ‘“guarded, acdadws 6Le¢6ka§qy, i.e. - that

' there® was no major setback in Pericles’ time.® Athens’ coming fadilures

through the ambition and greed of Pericles'’ successors are emphasised

v

through repetition of _a¢ékAeuu/ea€aL, ~while the antithesis with

) . . ENEES 3 . . X oy
acpalws marks Pericles’ control of Athens as safer. ’Aa¢ékeuq may also,

.

like. a¢ékke;u. be used in - foreshadowing Athens’ failure b6§h in the

Sicilian eXpedition and in the whole war. ’Béricles;lthrough caution and

fofesight, ensured Athens’ survival. The words of this summary recall

those that Archidamus uses ‘in.bis speech .to the Spartan éssembly

- " o o '
(1.84.4]). Pericles’ forethought is emphasised by npo1u06q ... Tpovoia

;- - , .
_and mpoeyvw and his control . of Athens was without loss, . acdadws.-

Archidamus. suggested that. Spértan.security‘would,be bétterlensured' by

39

) ‘ " . ) - ‘ / : L
cageful forethought, aoggalws wpovovuevwy. By - the contrast between.

Archidamus’ policy and that followed gy the Spartans cOgethef with' the

contrast between Pericles' policies and those of his successors, both of
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whicb Thucydides linkse through the similarity  of their wvocabulary,
Thucydides 1is showing hqw the. the caution of the older »generafidﬁ - no
longer applies.

When the ambassadors from MycileneAaddreés the Spartan assemﬁl&
[iii;lO -141, they try.fo'justify‘their revolt from Athens.és motivated
by ifear of Athens’ continued‘growth;v.‘Since Mytilené was on; of ghe
 §troﬁger éllie§> in the Athenian empire, she ﬁad“noﬁ been reduéed by
Athens before, but now:her-strgngth and independence are felt to be a
fh:eét to the Athenians. - Fear is stressedias‘a strong mbtivé on '5oth
sides. The Athenians fe;r Mytiléne‘in war, Becausg she might \chdnge
.sides; the _Mytilenean§ fear Athens in peacetime, - as théy ﬁiéht be
absorbed into her empire as sﬁbjects:rather than be treated ag alries.
The Mytileneans'claim itAwas only a matﬁervff/f[?% before one side .or
the other félt ‘secure enough against failure to _bféak the  alliance
[1i1,12.1]. Now, through fear that the Athenians have “.been told their
plans, vthe_Mytileneans are léoking»for security elseﬁhe;é (1ﬁ thié case
té.&SpaftaL‘ éq whom they  had made  a érevious ‘uﬁsuccessful appeal
[iiifl3}1]). M&tilene looks ﬁo Sparta és.a liberator [iii.i}.?], since
. ;his-.ﬁés Spartg;s ostensible reason for-gnﬁering‘ #he war [1.12&.;,
ii.8;4j.. As it ﬁurned out, Spartan help was useless, since the force,
sent ag a result of this appeal, never arrived [iii129], In this account
_the Mytileans’ interpréfétion of ;a¢éAeLa is influenced by the%;
fear,IAnd they are shown ﬁo.havé made a.mistake.vMytilphe underestimated
the speed éfﬁﬁhe'Athenian.reaction. Suéhjuﬁderestimation of At;ens is a
éommon e#planétion in the Hiétpry fér éélopognesian and allied errors 
e.g.. after Delium, Amphipﬁlis and -Sicily.  The Spartan relief forée

+

wasted time and, far from acfing as'libetator;.slaughtered.non-Achenian
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prisoners and eQentuéiiy re;urhedeith no successes to thé Peloponnese
(111.29 -.33]. As the Corinthians héd poihted-oﬁt [i.69.5], ﬁany ﬁad’
>,béen-rdiﬁed through relying on se;urity from Spaftak |

In his speech desgribiné how the prosperityvof the Myéileneané had
caused them to think too‘well of themselves, Cleon concludes ﬁhat

unexpected success makes a state arrogant., K There is greater security

4

against loss, if an‘average ‘amount of success is enjoyed racher than too
much‘[iii.39.4]. Although this is a general statement, it coﬁldvbe taken
in a broader context to refer’ to Athens. , It is the Athenians who are

Y

later reminded that success should bé useqvéarefull§ [iv.18],;who do not
seem to do so and aim_for-more [iv.21.2,_ 4in3, ‘92.2j, and who fail at
Delium [ivtlS]; at'AmﬁhipolisA[iv.lh] and ét'Syracdse [ii.65]. It is
iironic that ghis definition af &&¢éAeLd _is made‘by Cleon; as he is
the one who ;nsures that Athens does not méke peaéé after the_Athenians’
sudden‘ sucCeSS at Pylps. For Cleén qw¢pqaéun is a lack of‘ learning,
ayadLaf since learniﬁg makes men too clever and difficult to" deal
Qithl vThe,C;rinthians warned Sparpa)ab0ut sﬁéh aw¢poaéun causing their
ignorance, épaHZa, about matgers outside Sparta [i268.1}.>

for the Plateans security against féilure consists of "speaking
their hindé in front of ﬁhe Spartans [1ii.53.3], ‘Qiﬁce they _have ‘no
oth;r hopev left. Kivbuveveiv is again closely §ssociated iwiéh

b ’ . : ) . .
acdaleia to -emphasise the risk involved to Plataea - starvation

through siege or su:rénder to Spafta. In the past Plataea ignored her
own safety_for thatv6f Greece [iii.56]. ~ Perhaps it may be implied that
such actions no longer ensure future. security. This was earlier

‘suggested in the contrast between the older generation’s ' interpretation
: Y o ‘ o ) o
of aodaleia, exemplified by Archidamus and - Pericles, and the later

association of it with self-interest and ambition. Neither statement
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does the Plataeans any good at this point. ‘In their present situétioa
they ihave to speak in theirvdefente and cla;z that the wise .¢0Qrge'
aé¢pouq e x&pbu, is to spare them [i11758.1].I. But 'Spafta  only
considers'expédiency, and Theﬁes iévonly'too ready for revenge,’ while
Athéﬁs, Plataea’s ally, does nothing. o |

* The revolution at qucyra-[iii.BZLSS] is used és ‘a paradigm Sy
Thucydides of ‘the violent changes brouéht to ﬁany éreek states’by. the
stress of war. A new vocabulary is-neéded to.suit the new situations,
and,. as' a result, words begin fo chaﬁge pheif‘aécustomed meanings, . as

: _ ) , A
human responses change.  Forethought, =mpounfns, 1is -interpreted as

cowardice and wise moderation, owdpor, as weakness. Treachery and

v

deception are now considered greater security ‘against fail@re thhg
honesty, and plotting'in gecret ig acceptable behaviour [iii.82.7]ﬁ_ The
incidents at Mytilene and APlétaea,show how, in Thuéydidesf 6pinioﬁ, war
has affected both Athens and Spartaﬂ> Sparta‘ighotes'ghe Plaﬁaedn abpeal
to the ,nocv& Qsptpé éf‘Greece and, through expediency, hands thc‘
Plataeans over to Thebes. .This action makes a clear contrast.with her
alleged role as liberator. . Expediency and greed are also seen to be thé
commoﬁ motivés ruliﬁg Athenian .pol}tica1 1ife after 'tﬁe_“death of
Pericles ({ii.65]. bFof ‘Athens . sécurity against failure . means the
preservation of power, whatever the cost.

The Spar;ans advise the Atheniéns to use their advantage, gained at
Pylos, secure1y  (so.‘that, they incur no loss themselves) [iv.18.4].
Perhaps Thﬁcy&idesA is foréShadinhg, through the ‘an§ithésis of -
;a¢ékcla.’and a¢&AAeLu/eaﬁaL 'in thisl passage, -the comiﬁg losses by

Athens at Delium and Amphipolis‘(bath of which are called oparua

7 ' : :
[v.14.2]), the loss in Sicily (o¢adretr 11.65.12) and in theAwar itself
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" (a¢éAAe;u' 11.65.12). 'Sparta stresses caation, ‘avoidante of over-
tonfidence and a proper respect for the element of chance in all affairs
.as 'characteristic of the wiée [aw¢p6uwv v &v&pau],"and'all of these
have been mentioned aa.neteSSary.by Archidamua ot Peric}ea. Although
.their warning is aimed ‘specif cally at Athens, | it'.has a general
atélication. Sparta later becamet too confident. after the‘ Siéiliah
disaster, as.didvAthens' allies, and undereétimated Athens’ capacityﬁto
‘recover.

‘The reaction at‘Athens over ne@a 6f Delium and Amphipolis is one of
great alarm [iv.108.1 .' The reaction of the allfhs of Athens is one of
confidence which encoaragés.them to leave the alliante and go.' over to
Sparta.[iv.108.3ﬂ;\ The allies, in Thucydides’ opinion, are ihdulging
more Vin wishful thinking than realistic calculations of security,
&oa¢él #‘ﬂpJUOLa &a¢ak€i_ [iv.108.4], a point  that is emphasiséa by
paranomasiap Once;more, fbrethought and considerations of seturity are
stressed by the wuse df ﬂpéVOLa and. &a¢&)eca in close association.
This ltime,‘ howeter, it ;s the Peloponnesian allies iwho. are not
’aufficiently careful. The Peloponnesians .hake major errors through
emotional reactions, just as Athenians do, e.g. thtough greed for more
after Pylos [iv.21.2] and through ambition and over-confidence about the

expedition to Sicily ([vi.24].
The meaning of security, ,;a¢éAeLa, to Athens is seen in the

Melian dialogue [v. 85 97,98,107 and lll] The Athjhian spéakers were not

asked - to speak to the pnople ot Melos but only to the Melian leaders
"The Athenians take thlS as’ mqenlng that the ollgarchs do not want ' to

risk thelr safety, '1f the people support the Athenians’ arguments

[v.85]. Athens talks of-the conquest of Melos as inéréagiﬁg both the

size and security of the Athenian empire [v.97]. This is an ' Athenian
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arguménﬁ he;rd Abefdre: gréatef-gecurityzresulCQ froﬁl greatér power
[1.76]. 'The Melians countet?fhis argument with the suggestion that' the
Athenian interpretation of éecuriﬁy will 1increase the hatred of others
towards . Athens  [v.98]. Fear aé the basis of empire is also also a
féﬁiliar argument used‘béfore,by“Aﬁhens ri.76.2 énd 11.64.5] and others,
Avtoo, [iii.l?];.'This fear of increased AthenfanbeQer,'which in turn Qés
based 6n Athenian fears for her own security, led in Thucydides' .view
directly to Sparta’s deélaration of war [i.118].: | |

The Athenians ‘claim that the considerétion of security against
" failure f;; Sparta will be dictated by self-interest [v.iO?i. ”Justice
‘and honour mean danger, and Sbarta does not Qillingly risk.éanger. Hérg,'!
KivSuvog anq lféApa, Which sﬁggest risk-taking and.rdaring and are
usually‘linked té'Athens, are used in a negative éontex; of Sparta. In
this way thé contrast and similarity between.the Atheniaﬁ and Spgrtan
characﬁers is revealed. Tﬁe Athenians are daring and ready to take risks
[i.70.3] through self-interest. Sparta will consider héf.ow%_ integestsi
goo, but will behave in ?he opposite.way, i.é. sheiyill fot risk
helping Melos. The only choige left fo; Melos is bétween, war and'

security from disaster, which méans capitulation to Athens as the wiser

" : / ) . . . Yy
.course, - owdpovearepov, [v.111.4}. - Like other states that the
Corinthians noted had relied on Spartan aid [i.69], the Melians are
destroyed.

0
-

Thehdialdgue illustrates the Athenian character immediately before

the Sicilian expedition, in which Athens, in Thucydides’ account, .
experienced a major disaster, a wavwke&p{a. a
Books vi and vii describe the Athenian expedition to Sicily and the

references made: to security are to the security of Athens. Alcibiades
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(vi.18.5] 1in a cohfidenﬁ speéch in support of the expedition, claims
that the fleet is security against loss for Atheﬁs, ‘and, through it,

Athens has fréed%m.of movement to and from Sicily. The connection of
Y o " ; . -

)

.;1o§§ to ;a¢éAeLa may fgreshadow the losses of ﬁhg Atheniaﬁs; at
.Syracuse,i for which a¢é&Aevv is uséd(”i“Alcibiades also séysrﬁﬂét the
Athenians can find their. greatest secﬁrity in their character ,‘and'
customs {vi.18.7] - a contradiction of Pericles’ ‘interpretation of
Atheﬁian character, which is.approved,by Thucydides [ii. Sj.' Pericles
had understood theAAthenian character [ii.44] and récognised the dangefs
of inactivity for the Athenians [ii.62l3]. He regarded'their/dislike of
inactivity as a -weakness, buf Alcibiadeé makes this weaknéss seem
strengthf Although Aicibiades’ opiniéns'contrast withithose Thucydides
ascriBes ;éo'Pericleg, who represents the policy of caution and‘ wisdom
{ii.657], .chey.weré not completeiy wrong: a strong‘névy was of paramount
importance to Atﬁens iﬁ'-the confrol of her empire, - while" the
restlessness and daring of ‘the Athenians was responsible for the
acquisitioh and maintenance of that empire. In Thucydiée;'
interpretétion, howevér, .the restless Atheniaﬁ charaéter could only be
successful when controllgd by a leader like Pericles. Despite the . loss |
of Periéles Atﬁéns seemed to have recovered &ery quickly after major
setb#qks i.e. after Delium and Sipily. ‘Thuéydides, however, present§
this recovery as being assisted by repeated under-estimation of Athens
by her opponenﬁs.

Nicias interprets security against failure as the possession Qf as
large a fbrce~‘as possible to ensure'viétory in Sicily ([vi.23.3 -and
24 .1]. By ‘éxaggerating the size of the force, Be tried to put the
Athehians off the egpeditibn‘altogether or, ' at least, fo secure the

expedition against major loss. ~ The antithesis between aoggadera and
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in g¢éAAeLv/faﬁaL (vi.23.2 and 24.3] once again foreshadows the coming
loss in Sicily. ‘Although Nicias is represented as'a‘ cautiou§  leader
i[v.l6pl]; he sdmetimes takes considerable risks. Here, 15 ﬁrying té_
dampen ;gthugiasm at Athens for thg expedition and, perhaps, get

!ﬁhe

Athenians to give it up, he.finds that he has only made it wofsef”for

/
himself. The Athenians, in the enthusiasmxgiich makes them conside;‘the
expedition a secure thing, o$6éu av a¢aAeIa&u‘pe7éAnu‘6uL;pLu [24.27%,
Qogé, for the larger fofce he'recommepdértd ensure successi Nic¢ias had
"made a similar ﬁist;ke when challenging Cleqn,t§ go'to Pylos himﬁelf
[iv?28.1]. ’Aa¢&AeLa,‘“thrdugﬁ.Niciﬁs and through the Aﬁhenian reaction -
to the thoughcé Qf Sicilian conquest, 1is égéin linked - neatly with
ambition and\fashness; ‘The use of the adverb aodgalws to describe the
prepautioﬁs that- Niciasf;akes'to be. as securé against digaster as he
can, recalls and contrasts with its use ébout Peficles’ éuafdianship of
Aﬁhens [ii.65}5] and Archidamus’ advice to thé Spartans to behave ' with
caution and regard for their own secﬁrity'fi.Sa.A]:, Nicias is concerned
about security and cautioﬁ but His.assessment of it is wrong. This timc
the use of .&a¢ég5La highlights = the risk,che ’Athenians, are taking
through their own aﬁd through their leaders’ rashness and extravagance.

The speech of Hermocratéslat Syracuse 1s made in order to rally the
Siciliéns and make them unite agaihst the invading Atheniéﬁ fdfce.- The
best steﬁsvﬁo také to secure oneself against loss, it is suggested, are
ﬁhose taken .through fear [vi.34.9] b(éontrast the Corinthién ‘Qiew at
17120.5).' The‘ risk implied in the loss isbonce more underlined by the
use of nquuuoc, and the link between considerations of ;ecurity and

the atmosphere of emotion made by the speaker_iﬁ-hissappeal to. the fear

of ‘an immediate Athenian invasion [vi.34.5].
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In the debate at Camarina Hermocrates réiterates that security
agalnst loss for Sicily'lieé in unity'tvi.7é.i and .2]1 The' Sicilians «
cannot jgct through self-inte;est fof'the preservation of their own .
cities at tﬁe expense of others, or through Hatred»of Syracuse. This
Qéuld not be a wise policy, qw¢p6ucq65pev, [vi.78.2]. The’peéple of
‘Rhegium had shown what the policy of wisdom should be (vi.79.2].
Forgthought, npopvﬁla' anq..neutrality may ensﬁre safety, ‘;U¢éA€La,
but they are not the correct policy'for these cirpumsfahces [vi.80.1].
Hermocrates’ appeal for Sicilian uﬁity makes a marked and ironic
contrast to the‘pictdré of disunity begausé of ambition that Thﬁcydides
gives of the Athenians [11.65.11], 'and’the feelings of fear and hatred

which cause A;hens'.subjeéts to rebel.

The Athénians' speech in. the debaté is aﬁ9ther -jusgification of
their empire. They claim that they have come to Sicily through concern
for their own security [vi.83.2], a coﬁcérn which they -are sure the
Camarigéans share because of their simiiar fear of Syracusan‘powér. Théy
refer  to their fear for their Security.égain {vi.83.4], aﬁd offer the.
Camarineans the security .against failure of an alliance ‘with Athéns..
(vi.87.5]. Through the Camarineans’ use of aa¢éA€Ld ‘in this fpeech -
"Thucydides is‘.stresSing Athenian ambition‘ in Sicily aﬁd,  pgrhéps,
thréugh;‘its‘meaning of 'absence of failure’, ironically reminding_ the
reader Qf their failutg. | |

When AlciSiades defeégs to Sp#rta, he makes a‘speeéﬁ fo ju§£ify his
action and encourage Spartan confidence in him [vi.89~92f. His choice of
words.‘in this spe;ch reflects his knowledge of the Spartan character,
sihce he makesr;se_of aa¢&AeLa or its variants three times. It is a
calculated appeal to Spartan self-interest4and caﬁ%ion, no less in what

N

it says than the way in which it is said. Alc&biadesﬂ claims that



democracy is an absurdssystem, but to change such a system in wartime

would not briﬁg g;éater security [v1 89. 6] Athgns is no longer the city

which Alcibiades a res, and in which he enjoyed his citizen rights in

security ' [vi.92.4]. Finélly he asserts that, after'destroying A;Hens,
-Spa;ta will lead Greéce securely,» &a¢aA&q [vi.92.5].. The wuse of the
adverb ;aéﬁAaq ‘recalls its 'use and interpretatlon by Archidamus by.
vThucydides about Pericles, by Nlclas and by the Spartan-at the time of
Pylos. The conce?t of security against loss cont&ined in aocgarc.a hn§
changed from a concern for the wéll-beiﬁg of the state to an appeal to
ambition, aggreésion and self-integest. ~ The appeal in this instance
comes in the form of an idealised picture of empire, not the reality éf
power 'that Thu;Ydides has the Athenians recognié; from the start [1.73;
78]. Alcibiades’ sﬁeech is made by Thucydideé ‘the turning-point in
Spaftan resitation over ‘faftifying Decelea‘ [vi.93], bu; Thucydides
:himself records that Sparta had implemented. é policy of building
fértificatiéns in AFtica as-early‘as 422/1  {v.17.2}. His recordQ}&
- events appears to conflict here with ais presentation of the reason for

their occurrence.

Sparta is led by feelings of confidence [ebapoe. ;'viii.é.3{

4 EbéXWf6£q7 viii.2.4  and gnrsa@ab viii.2.4] to .ﬁépe for Yhe:

{iJ leéd%if?ié of Greece in security -.&a¢dAaq ;740£00aL ' [v{ii.Z.& .
;Thefgé?prds fecall exactly those of Alcibiades, when he promlsed Sparta
%é? %e leadershlp of Greece, aa¢ach nyna&e ‘ w1th the goodwill

4

L ’5. S -

[

Z This confidence ends in error, as forecast by the. Athenians
s

[1.77.6], just as thg‘Athenlan over-confidence about Sicily is seen to

end in disaster in book vi. Sparta, her allies, and former Athenian

. - *
allies over-estimate the effect of the Sicilian disaster on Athens, and

-
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théy under-égtimate hgr Qapébilitj;‘to recover. Even the ‘normally
cautious Chians join -in the revolt égainst Athens, to their cost
[viii.24]. vThe description of .feelings among the former allies includes
suéh terms as Evuncv&vveﬁ&ecv and ‘éraApnaau,b which Thucydides has
previously associated with Athenian risk-taking and daring"[i.70i3].

' This -mistaken assessment oE’ Athe;s is " described by the ‘wordv.
2;¢&Xnaau, which . éontraéts with the feelings of ;ecurit& thropgh
which they.begén their revolts. Others, including the Corinthi;ns{ when
a;ked by-thevLesbiaus to h%lp in a planned revolt, remember the failure
of tﬁe previous rebellion of,Mytilene_as a a¢éApa [viii.jZ]; On thét

& : i . .
occasion - the Mytileneans miscalculated the speed and severity of the

Athenian responée [i1i.4.2]. Iéﬁ their speéEh to the._Spart;ns the
M;fileneans also ;refef to failure and use a variant of a¢éAAcau/ea€au
[1i1.14.1]. The :téchniqués of recall and echo are skiifully- usedﬁ by
, ‘ W24
;ThUCydides‘to emphasise failure and the delusion of freedom from fafiufé
of‘the Pelppoﬁnésians. s
‘Thucydides' pfcture of the different.qharacters’of the Athenian§
rand the Spartans can be clearly seen ‘through. the interpetation of
security, a&¢&X5Ld, thag He;ch is given. He also 5hoWs their
simila?ity. to each other and to other st;tes, as they-ali -experiénce
failure, whatever their’attempts at seéuricy agaipSt it. In addition
there is the suggestion éhat the éifferent generations- have modified the.
megging of 30¢;A€La;' For the older generation," asbexemplified -Ey B
Pericles andvAEZ£' amus, éecurity is gained by géution but sucH c#utioh

is criticised,” e.g. by the Cofinthiaﬁs'cwyéb rtan behaviour [i.71], and

by‘ Thucydides on_ the contrast between Periclfan pylicies and those of
his successofs,[ii;65]. Such a ct.-~ge of meanin xemplifiés_Thucydides'

comment in his account of the tasis at Corcyra} which he uses as a
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paradigm for revolutions in the Greek world [i1i.82-5): words changed
their meanings to suit new situations. Emotionalism, greed, ;ggressioﬁ
and tréacherv were considered the new way to ensure‘secufityx The terms

\

) ﬁhat'rThQCydides had previously associated with &a¢&AeLaJ i.e. ro

'

-4

n‘_ﬂ p) . o, / ' X
}aw¢pou, npounfnse and 7o Euvverorv, also receive new definitions to

.

| agree with the.new interpretations.

Thucydides, then,-ﬁéndicates that for Athens after Pericles’ death
K‘J : ’
security against failure was held to- be in continued, confident

aggreésiqn to iincrease’éhe size of the empiré.l‘fof oldef-genération
Sparta and for Plataea [iii.56] such securigillay in their traditicnal
éautious approach to risk, ~an épproach rejected by Stheﬂelaida; {1.86]
and redéfined by.Alcibiédes to incite the Spartansltq action against

Athens [vi.90}93]. For both Athens and Sparta Thucydides shows ‘that

emotion, i.e. over-confidence, can lead to major mistakes. Through such

confidence the Athenians ovér-éstima;e themselvés, whileJ the

Peloponnesians . unaer-eﬁtfhaﬁe the | Atheniaqs; 'Although their

-interprétations ;of‘ security  differ, they :botb. ;foef through a

misinterpretation. of 1it. Ebucydides alsé trié§' t;u show how ‘these '
3 .

errors. of  judgement occur and will’ occur again under similar
4 ' ‘ .

‘circumstaﬁces [i.22.4]. By his constant repetition‘and_anfithesis of
q¢éAAeLv/eaﬂaL and ;a¢éAé;a, Thucydides is eﬁbhésising that failure is
an inevitéble part of human experience. Its effgcts can be .mitigated by
forgthought and moderation, ﬂpJUOLa' and aw¢poa£1n.‘w Whétever the
ﬁfecautioﬂs taken, .complete security against failure ¢an never be
aséurgd. Perﬁéps‘Th&cydides' own Qiew may be tha;(whfcg he,;ttriﬁutes to
the Spartans when they offer peace terms to Athens after Pylos ”[iv.léj.
) DI

: ’ ) - ' l AR
The wise (owgpovwv ... avépwr) know that fortune can change®at any
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time. One should use a position of advéntage carefully, ‘aa¢aA;q, and

remember chance and the possibility of failure.



o

10dysseyf' ‘Tgpcq usually leads to eventﬁal .punishment,

the'doer or of those associated with him. The %ﬂpcq of t

’in Hesiod” (Op. 213 Qb) where hgjwarns that justice

g GHAPTER FIVE -
“TBPIZ - i

-

. 'TBpes 1is generally used in Greek ‘literature  of

aggressive behaviour that may lead to'auffering and a
Sl 0 ; I . i :

fortune; » it 4is found with this mea&ing as early as the
T * : A : :

"

the Odyssey (xvii.” 588, xviii; 381):'15‘ eventually

4;

ddysseus " ‘who kills them  on his return to Itnacaﬂ

O - ¢ .
development of the idea :®f Jﬂpbq involving punishment
. » a o lG , . '

<

always follow vﬂqu
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‘A further

-Attig traglc drama hlghllghts the connection and tension  betweén:

.
¢ -

- glory and fallure sufferlng and- happlness Thls tensio

reversal of fortune one’ that emphasizes the short-lived na

or happlness and- the 1nev1tab111ty of its end. | Tne Persae
illustrates the tragedy of the fall of'a great power and c
might with-its subsequent:sufferlngs in the war in Greece.
swift: retribution .for Persian 'agg§ESsion [739-52 andv

. -
Oedipus ' Tyrannus Sophocles shows how Oedipus ‘falls fro
. oy ! :

highest [40,46]) to the 1owest (1204, 1297]. The idea of a c

relationship between hlgh p01rm:%nd low ‘point can also'd
Homer. The greatest achlevments of some of the Homerlc her

in their.deaths, e.g. Iliad, xvi. 844 54, fwhere the ‘dy

after his moment of arisfeia»forecasts the victoriOus'Hect

: o “ : .
~him. This kind of contrast and'connéction between success

life and death, suffering and happiness is, then, a commonp

. .

=
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literature and thought; it must have been as well kﬁown to Thucydideg'
aﬁdience ;s the idea that arrogance and violence as a result of success
also bréught‘swift‘reﬁribution in the form of suffering'andvfailure.
_‘The.idea that evénts‘occur so as. to cause a ;eversal ofvfortuﬁe is
one tﬁat éeems central to Thucyaides'.interpretationfof history; “but ‘in
his work thére is no/ mention of 6he‘punishméqt’o£' %ﬂqu‘ by * an
outside force or agency. Pericles"Funeral speech shows Athens at the
height pf.her powér [ii.34-46].'Thr6uéh his use of juxtaposition between
this’speéch and the‘aécount of the plague, which immeéiately f@ilowé it
) , ;
[11.47-55], Thucydides suggésts that he is well aware of the "dramatic

and tragic effects to be gained from such a-cdntrast,2 In a later speech

Thucydides has Pericles again refer to Athenian power as the greatest,

53

SGVapLu ' yevfarnu' and . moAw -pey[arnu [ii.64) 2 For Thucydides‘

. . . . ! s
. Athenian morals deteriorated through the effects of the plague and the

. S : \
loss of Pericles [ii.65]: Athenian affairs were then controlled by

those who . ruined Athens by their ambition, men .such as Cleon, who

persuaded the Athenians not to make peace after their unexpected
. )

“success at ‘Pylos. The Melian dialogue, which is placed immediately

before the account of the Sicilian expedition,® shows both Athenian

power and her ruthlessness in exercising it. Thus, it seems placed to

contrast clearly with her utter failure in Sicily. 1Thucydides' use of

*

,juxtaposition andvhighlighting seems to suggest, at least for books i to
vii, that he may have thought them linked by cause and effect, or that
he may have wished to bring outidramatic contrast between them. The

lapse of time between events juxtaposed in this way is often glossed

E)

over in such phrasés as 'at the beginning of the following summer’ and

. . A
'in the same winter’.” These lead the reader to make quick assumptions



.

S4

about the temporal and causal connections between the évents described,

- and  see them as perhags more closely linked than they might have been

) . R I's .
thought in reality., In addition, any mention of - prtc in connection

with such events would, surely, 1lead to associations.of thought in the

- reader, who ‘would then conclude that suitable punishment  for such

-Zﬂch could not be far away.
. F .

W A (Y . ’ . ’ . ct
;Q,uen he refers to vfpi¢ Thucydides uses the noun vufBpi¢ and the
S ’ . ’ ’
¢ ’ ) R . . : : .
verbs vﬂpf(eqﬁat' and e&uﬂpf(ea&ab. They are frequently found in
aésociaﬁion-( dgih /words such as ;pﬁﬁ,‘ é&ouafa, ?pwq, nAcou(fla

and Wwith words referring to the behaviour itself, e.g. ﬁaagéa&aa and
.the metaphor associated with -gpeyw, the latter of - which {s found
especially in book iv in reference to Athens [iv.21.2, 41.3, 92.2].

‘TBpes, then, occurs in the - context of  violent and aggressive

. : (¥4
. behaviour. In the last book of the History, however, uBp.:s seems to be

treated differently and it is as though Thucydides is working heré,wiﬁh

Y a new approach to some different ideas.*

‘TBpis is first mentioned in the Corinthians’ speech of complaint
to the Athenians about the arrogance, aggression and ' disrespect for
convention shown by her colony, Corcyra [iﬁ38]. ‘The strength of the

Corinthian reaction to the Cércyrean appeal is shown by thé fact ' that

_‘,-;‘, X ¢’ . . .
* the Coriptltians refer twice to Corcyrean vfpis [1.38.2 and 5]. They
?;J‘ '.'.""'.'" :

. RAR- ) : : ‘ . A
associates~vfpis with Corcyra’'s  ambition, aggression and violence
through words such as 2§ovala AAOVT OV fi,38.5], ﬂLéaaaﬁaL, KpaTwo

\ . / .
ﬁcégwuraL [i.37.4], and ﬂZaLOL« KoL MAEovEXTQL [1.40.1]. Athens

concluded a defensive alliance #%ith Corcyra. The reasons Thucydides
gives are those used by the Corcyreans to peréuade Athens to ally with
them: the inevitability of war with the Peloponnesians and the advahc;ge

of such an alliance to Athenian ambitions in the west [1.36 and 44].
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:In their speech to the Spartans [1.68.2] about the Athenian siege

’a of“Potidaea ax Corlnthlan coldﬁgathat also paid a tribute to Athens, the
' Corinthians accuse Athens of bﬁépc,"this is the.first direct linkiﬁg
of Athens with vﬂpL;‘ in Thucydides. ‘.Contrasting the Sparﬁan‘ and

Athenian characters they clalm that the Athenians are ;" tantly active

and aggressive [i.70.9]. Corlntb acts through enmlty against Athens
[1.56.2] over Corcyra' [1.56flﬁ;a the Corlnthlans claim  there was
QL b % ’ :
- ' . ’ ¢/ ’
violence on Athens’ parﬂ,fﬂbg [(i.68.4], so-'that wvufpts 1is once more

" being usedvof arrpgént and violent behéviour.
Archidémus defends - the Spartan_'charactér and§ justifies the‘q '
. ' ’ . " .

traditional Spartan approach of caution and moderation. Hq claims that,
because of this éaution, the Spartans aré tﬁe only péople who do not
become hubristic when succeSéfﬁl, ebwpay[aLt .;. ouk }éévﬂglgopev

o [1.84.2]. | ‘Iﬂpcc is he;e iinked to hasty‘ action, 'thch ‘Archidamus
criticizes as being nét well théught out; a ‘contrast mAy be impliéd Qith

/the Athénians;_7 Atheniég;behaviour‘has also begp}called gbptq by'fthe§

<L)Cori;thiéns in their earlier speech to the same ag;embly.

Thucydides states that only Péricleé_could check Athenian Zﬂpt¢
[11.65.9]. Hefe, for fhe first time in the History ThuéydideS'himself
refers to gﬂpcc as Vcharac;efistic of the Athenians. Previously, it
was a charge levglled againsthghens‘ by her opponentgu\ Thucydides here.
.implies that, Qithout Pericles, ‘Athens would éive way to her gﬂqu

and, uitimately, be punished. Thls is exactly what happens “according

to Thucydides’ -account of the perlod of che demagogues control of

.
o

Athenian policy [ii.65.7}; this domination leads to failure firét_'in P

Sicily, and then in the whole war (i1.65.12]. 1In this instance, too,

]

~ . : v
vBpis .is 1linked to words of emotion. such as opyn, which is used

?
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. ! - '
three times in this chapter, and fpacew.

 Thucydides also stresses the ambition of Pericles’ succeésors for

il

power and Qeal;h [11.65.7];. this ambition led to division in thé polis,

) ’ - T oA & v 2 ’
OpEYOBEVOL TOU WPWTOS €KQOTOS...TNY Nodiv..eTapaxfnoav.

The link between arrogant, éﬁﬁ@kious and violent behaviour as the
. . _

resuylt of success¢is made by Cleon in the égggte on Mytiléne. He claims

, ) /. _
that success,” e¢véatpovia, and good times have led the Mytileneans to
be too confident, fpacers and to take advantage of their position .to

o ) : PR
revolt from  Athens [1i1.39.4 and 5]. . This reference, \GUWprZa

2}9n, éq prLV 'TkgﬂCLV,. reminds the rééder-of‘the,QSe of the same
worcis by’ Archidamus (i.84.2]. Clégn is feferring ‘;@ifica_l;_y'éé the
Mytileﬁeans' intention to use fofbg in the -revolt ‘against Achens,@
ﬂiabéu r;, ‘[iii.39.2], but- the stateﬁ:nﬁ also‘Ls a genéral one .and
.Iefers~to human béhaviour. It seems .ironic that Cleon, who iévone.qf the
.demagogueég who, Tﬁucydides'clqims, fostered Athenian gﬂptq,' should be
. the oneéto accuse the Mytilene‘a‘nﬁ.the same thing. He then says‘that
it is safér to enjoy a little{succéss than too much {39.&1. Again it
seems 1ironic that Cleon should say this, especially when he-is the one
who encourages tﬁe’ Atﬁenians to take advantage of ‘their unexpected
success at Pylos énd refuse the Spartan offer of peaée. Cleon also has
the feputation of being violent’in charécter {1ii.36.6].8
Inb his - reply Diodotus.suggests that a more lenient ftreatmenc of
Myéilepe than that proposed By Cleon w&uld be éxpedien; for Athens. In
érguing ag;i;st the déath'pénalty_for the rebels'he-says.thac passion of
oﬂe kind or another Qill always control men’s behaviour. These passions
n be éopsed thfdugﬁ experiencing extreme poverty of through Zﬂch,
1ich is the result of a prosperity that bringscthe desire for still

[4)

ore wealth [1ii.45.4]. ' Here vBpis¢ 1is again closély linked in an

a
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A}
) " 3 / ’ 5 ¢ ) ’ PR /
Athenian context to efovoia, miecovelia, opyn, €Imes, €pws and rolpa,
since the reference, although in the form of a general statement, is

obv}ogsly meant by ‘the speaker to be. a wgrning.to‘ Athens about  her

behaviour. - ' - o "
c/ ’ : ’

" The vuvBpes of those previously in control is given as one of ' the
reasons ffbr'the sagage revenge taken by the revglutionaries in Corcyra
‘. “v., o . : }; - . ..o , . L . . .
[i;i.84hl]. KI?: t W;ﬁégprtloagﬁf ngk Ciii. cydides desctlbes the
breakdowﬁ‘:oﬁx”kgw a:) order® -t ZkEL,.n-exéﬁpfé.of what .gas to

o N ‘ R i N4, "SR :
.happéen in many wothera§taCes in Qreéﬁe,geeauae of, stress war, .
- . o, K] 51 . :_"“"vl‘ ._,. N N ;“

. . FO =
[82.1]. 'Opvqbrings out the’worst aspects of humaﬁH pture. The lesson

seems to be that what happened at Qotcyra cah happen -again, beqause-
human'naturg has not cﬁanged,7 ééé},‘of cégrse, it qogs pappeﬁ ;O_Ath%ns
later  in - the war. Corcyra is the first state in the _ﬁistbry to bé
charged with ZﬂALq; she is}also thé.first to suffer ;he full effects
of civil war, effects thatvﬁight.ﬁe seen as the retribu;ion ‘for her
prLq. Thucydidés is perbap;‘ﬁreﬁafing the reader for the idea fhat
Athens, whose gﬂpb¢“has been ;lready mentioned,' w%ll suffer much the
sam; misfortunes.

The Spartans' speech at Athens about Pylos [iv}l7-20] is a model of
moderatioﬁ and caution. They advocate the careful use of advantage and
suggest that the unlooked-for element of éhande even 1in success,

) s

evrpayiars, should always be remembered. They are not asking for peace

[3

. because of a loss of power on their part, - i.e. (from a position of

i [¥] S :
weakness, .or from the afpis which results from the acquisition: of too

. : . (¥ S
much power [iv.18.2]. Like Archidamus in his referemce to ufp:s

[1.84.2], the Spartans make a contrast by implication with the Athenian

reaction to their success at Pylos. Thucydides, however, seems to feel
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that Athens lost an opportunity to make peace.® He attributes Aqhens‘

refusal to come to terms with Sparta to the influence of Cleon and to

Athens' ambition for still more, rov Se wAéBvoq wpe%ovro {iv.21].- This

»

ambition was mentioned by the Spartan speakers in very similar words,

Y \ N - /7 F / 2} Vi . * . k !
ater yap toVU mwheovos eAmiLdL opeyovral (iv.18.4], as was the ‘ambition

.of Pericles’ successors, as Athenian leaders by Thucydides [ii.65]. The
reader 1is meant to understand that such over-reaching and arrogance is

exactly the condition of the Athenians.

The‘repétitibn of phrases suggésting Athenian greed [iv.17.4, 21.2,

41.3, -and 92.2], is so marked in this book that the later failures at

Del%ﬁm and at Amphipolig-seem to be a kind of punishment for Athenian

( ’ o " - . )

vBpis. The use of the phrase, apan gAAnc 6pé7€060L, by Nicias of the
. . \

planned Sicilian expedition [vi.10.5] recalls its use here in book iv

and thus ’may link one failure with another. Thucydides seems to be

suggesting that, had the Athenians made peace aftgr Pylos, they wbuld
: ¢l - S

have been much safetuéﬁ Their wvBpig, the result of greed and anmbition,
. . 573 C ’ . .

involves them in defeat.

4

After their defeat by the Boéotians, some of the surviving
Athenians took refuge with the gérrison at Delium. 'Ihey were accused
by‘ the Boeotians of desecrating theitemp1Es and of disregarding the
common laws of the Greeks and were not'permigted to take wup their
~ dead. The Athenians feplied . that they were acting through
necessity in self-defence and  were -ndt guilty of religious
gﬂpb(. They were only following cuétom,‘ uo;éq, -in not giving up
conquered terpitory [iv.98.8]. 1In . :any case they were only doing what
the Boeotians themselves did when they drove out the original

. . L
inhabitants of the area. If the Athenians are.now guilty of wvBpis in

their treatment of the temples, then so were the Boeotians [iv.98.5].



The Athenians were charged}i]rightly o£ wrongly, with breaking “the

:eliéious customs of the Greeks (ra vépipa' - iv.97.2). ~ The

Boeotians, too, disregarded uouéq in the case 6f/;he Athenian‘dgad.

As in the revolution at Corcyra [iaitBZ-S], Thucydides is showing how
‘ '%k - 3

the old  ways are re-interpreted under crisis and words seem to changg
their - meanings  [1ii.82.4].  Although religious beliefs and
explanations play ‘little if any part in Ihucydiaes' ideas vof
h;;tbfical causation,. he was cerfainly aware of the effect of such
accusations - of the desecration of“ religious sités gnd of laék of
respect for custom by both sides. BN N

Thgre is a great dramatic éontrast between the arguments of the
Melian dialogue, on the one hand, 'aﬁd wﬁatythey reveal about Athénian

' éharacter and motives [v.85 - 113], and the following two books on the

other, which describe in considerablé detail the events leading up to

59

" the Athenian eXpedition to Sicily as well as the fate ‘of that -

expedition.? The reasons for'Athenian action against Melos .are

briefly reposmed [v.84], while the arguments on -both sides are

S

dramatically represented in the form of a debate. Thg Athenians argue

. . . 13 . . . ’ . . . .
‘that might is right and their statements show their confidence in their
power. The Melians:warn them that vengeance will qoﬁgi It is difficult
to avold the conclusion that, for Thucydides,.fthis punishment was the

- Athenian loss in Sicily, which is  described immediatély following the

Melian debate, as though a kind of cause and effect. For exémplé, the

- Athenians téll the Melians ;hat it is useless for ‘them to trust in luck .

-

or hope (v.11l3]. Just before .the final destfuction'of the Athenian .

force in Sicily Niciasvencourégeé his men to look to hope and good 1luck
[vii.77]). The Melian dialogﬁe and the Sicilian expedition, then, 'seem

#

K}
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to suggest that this may be_ example of Athenian vBpis followed by
punishment.!®

The .description of the profanation of the 5$§steries [vi.28. 1]

helps to underline what Hornblower has called 'thé dark insinuations of

.

the opening chapters of book vi’.!1 The ‘religious profanation hardly

A

augurs well for the expedition. Thucydides describes.tﬁe incident in-
sﬁch a way as to brlng out its full dramatic effect The ré;ésr is
rapidly led from the debate” (sprlng 415) to the :incident of the Hs;mae,
its' mention of vﬁqu and‘the 1ntr1gues against_ Alcibiades, to-.the
sailingl (midsummer of the same year), Qith no indication of any “other
event betwee‘h‘t;_hem.12

In a simila; way the digressioh sn the story ﬁoff Harhodius; and
Aristogeiton [vi.53-59]>helps to illustrate the atmosphere oé féaf and
suspicion - at Athens that led to the recall,ofAAicibiades from Sicily.!3
The conspiragy,of'Harmodius and Aristsgéiton originated, in Thucydides'
account, through thé: impulses of 1love and pride’(SL'prﬁq o pev
éperkhc,‘ o 52 GﬁpLapévoq - ;i.57.3). Tﬂpcc “is _againv mentionéa in

assoc1at10n with strong emotlonal impulses which lead to violence, in

fthls"case to political assassination, again at Athens, and again in a

.passagle which is being used partly, at least, - to increase the dramatic

13

L.u';ffect of Thucydldes description of the”‘atmosphere , in the . city

2 .
* "i:‘:/

Py
.
The tragic reversal of Athenlanxfortune is clearly demonscrated in,

beok vii. One of the, ways in which Thucydides prepares the reader for
it

c .

this iﬁk?y hls careful repetition of a such a word as vﬂch, ldaded as

it is with:epic and dramatic overtones. Although the reader is aware
£ .

from 1ii.65 that Athens fails in §icily, when the disaster comes, 1t

seems to be from Thucydides’ description of Athenian motives and



¥

behaviour throughout the History, the result of her ambitién, greed and

o

vBptLs.

ti . . « . .
~The use of vﬂptc in book viii is different from that in - the

61

earlier books. There, it seems that Thucydides 'is building through

er N . L .
repetition of such words as vfBpis a picture of Athens’ character, her
confidence, arrogance and pride that will lead to her ultimate downfall.

’ : u . ' : :
In book viii vBpits¢ 1is mentioned in connection with the payment of

" Athenian sailors. ‘elcibiades persuaded Tissaphernes to tell the

'

" Peloponnesians that Athenian sailors were paid only a small amount to

prevent their becoming too arrogant through having too much [viii.45.2].
*

Whatever the meaning of th® reference to naval pay.at the time,!* this
’ . ) u‘
passage  illustrates nothing especially noteworthy in the use of vBp:cs.

[ t .
The remaining two references are of vfpi{esgfar used transitively. In’

this instance’ it means physical violence against a person and refers to
. ’ - o . . : %

the fumour,< started By Chaereas, . that the familieé of the Athanians ag

, _ 3 , : : v
Samos were being abused by the Four Hundred [vi.74.3 and 86.3]. The use

4] . 8 .
vBpis in  this book, then, shows that Thucydides seems not to be

v

vithythe same concepts immind as he had in his eonsistent usage

o

N d '(/‘ ’
Thucydides’' wuse of wvBpis in books i to vi is very similar to

sihat found in earlier literature. ‘TBpus there denoted arrogant -and

[

. y . B . .
'ﬁ@&,w?%lenb?“behgviour which is punished inevitably. by some kind of

i
Ll .

Wi 'rggx}pptiéh. "In these six books Thucydides casts Athens as the

.

.v.,-,"})',»- oy . e .
D fprotagonist in a &ind of tragedy, - one whose uBpis is justly
3 . RS
v . .
- punished by her failure in Sicily in book wvii.1!$ For Thucydides,

?

Ty

. . - ' o .. Y .
however, unlike the tragic dramatist or Herodotus, this retribution does

*

not come through a divine agent but throug? human nature. Succéss




breeds arrogance and an irrational expectat.on that succeqs4‘will
' . ’ ' ! i

continue.  Such behaviour brings its own punishment throggh,the response

that it provokes from others, as at Cércyra during che revolution

[iii.84]. Human .na:ure is usually the agent that brings failure and

v :
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punishment but Thucydides also allo@s for.the unexpected, i.ex events,
. {

. ) . : . p . - . .
that are beyond one’s control. This is explained as the . working of

chance [e.g. "1.141, iv.18], which the Athenians ignpre, despite
warnings. Through his artistry .in pairing events to highlight - the

[ 4

contrasts and teversals between them, é.g." the glory of Athens shown
throughout. the Funeral speech and Athenian despair during - fﬁ@”’glague
[book ii}, Athens’ success at Pylos and her loss of Delium and

Amphipolis [book iv], or Athenian power revealed in the Melian dialogue

v

followed by her utter failure iﬂ Sicily>[books v to vii], he fd!ther‘

- suggests that there was a link between Lhege events, and that part of
this link may, have~been Athenian g:ﬁqu that,- each time, brought
sWife retribution on Athens. 'Every-'contrese ehue suggested seems to
form a link in Athens'’ ‘inevitable progressigh to utter defeat

El

S B .
(ravwlefpra) in Sicily.



" CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSIONS

At the begiﬁning of the History' Thucydides states. that he 1is’

‘3

writing an account of the ePents of the Eeloponnesiﬁn‘War‘and a record"

of the past as an example for the future, since much the same things

) . . . N :
‘will Thappen again while human nature remains the same [i.22.4]: The

’ N : B) cr T .
words Aaumporns,  odardewv/eabac, aa¢&AeLa and . vBpes indicate that

Thucydides is emphasizing his interpretation of events by. the wuse,

repetition and recall of these words and that this interpretation is a

-

dramatic one. , N .
Aaurporns is associated :with Athenian glory in particular. It is

used of the magnificence of the‘Athenian'expedition'to Sicily: assembled

at Piraeus, and recalled in the description of its defeat,atvSyfacuse.
. . . L . '
It seems in this way closely connected with the.idea of 'a reversal of

fortune.” The immediate, visual 'glory implied in AaﬁnpOTng fits

e
£

. Thdcydides’ picture of Athenian greatness but the contexts in which it

occurs also suggest an end to that glory. .

. S -
/ . . -
Tarrew/eabar refers to 'a failure that is the result of one’s

own mistakes or of shee: misfortune. The frequent use of: antithesis
‘betweeﬁ b¢éAX€cr/éaBQL and -&a¢ékeca suggests fhat the coﬁcept of
such failure and the precautions to be adopted against itrgre"importaﬁt
in Thﬁcydides' viﬂ"of eveﬁES. Athenign_failgre océurs ﬁhrough Athens'’
own mistakes, as did the Persian, mistakes that lead the state to
misinﬁerpfét the megéing of security. Complete security for - man,
howeVer; seems impossiblé; as the:e L%]alwéys the element of chance to
be ‘rgmemberéd, asb Aréhidamus Ei.S&], Pericles [ii.62], Hermocrates

[iv.62, vi.78] and Nicias [vii.61] all warn. The incidence of

-
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‘ . e - A :
odpaddetv/eochar increzses as the Sicilian failure’approaspé§A‘ It is

. : . : cgha
used of failure for others, too, e.g. Sparta,

]

they can learn from their experlences It is alsﬁfggbd of failure that

ﬁut the"Spartans' Mim

occurs desplte precautlons This @ 1is attrlbuted to‘;the incalculnblt\

N
. 9. "

element in human affairs. Failure, then, 15 ?art of an hlstorical

(Y
process. for Thucydides and something that cannot be completely avoided.

..l
' %he_use

of a¢aAAeLu/eaﬁaL in the protases of conditional sentenqes to impgy q

Athens, however brings fallurg upon herself most of tgg%t§me

fallure that the audlence knows will happgn is also a common trope found

in drama to emphasize the,r}ony of a sxtuation.

,iﬁ )Aa¢aAeLa is another important concept for Thucydides, and one

that is closely 1linked to o¢éAXeLu/eq0aps  Through its repetition he

shows how mistaken both 31des are in their idea of securlty '‘Aogarcia

.

is often associated by Thucydldes with words that 1mp1y good sense,

caution and forethought _ partlcularly that.of the older generation and  ~

may thus be linked espec1a11y with Pericles for Athens, whose period of
B 'S

ascendancy is described as aa¢aAwq, and for Sparta with Archidamus,

who emﬁhasises the need for_ security [i. 79-85]. _Nicias, too, ‘is

2

'

cautious, acknowledges the role of chance, and &ims at'security. He is,”

- however, ' shown by Thucydides to be over-cautious and this seems to lead

% ]

‘to his failure.

~

‘TBpts 1is often used in drama of arrogant and violent behaviour

by ' : L .
which;_brings',afnv blindness to consequences, and efds in ruin.

'Thucydldes ilnks this word particularly to Athens and emphasises the

¢ ” . . . \

Athenian greed and ambition that result in ‘her hubristic behaviour. -

Suchyvbehaviour is not‘punished,by the gods,  as it is in drama or

Herodotus. Success leads. to a desire for more and to the {irrational
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~ expectation that such success(;an be repeated. This ‘expectation and
. \ - v ) ’ o X

ambition for Thucydidés is UﬂPLC‘ and it appears to be ’pﬁqished' by
inevitable failure. |

Thqcydides'_ﬁofk, théugh 1ﬁcomp1ete, séems tovfall iﬁto'two méin
séctionsf books 1 to vii, theldutbreakuqf Qar to the Sicilian'diéaster,
and viii, the aftefméth‘of Sicilyﬁi&?éllj Book viii.i; differént in ’

. . PR ; ~ . .
that there are no. direct speeches-or’ drgmatic dialogues'. As was

‘indicated in the éaflier'qhaptérs, fhucydides‘may-also'be,QEaling with
new idéas and different‘ways of presentingveventég1 - This chénge may
also' indicate .thét he "la£er vigwedfthe Sicilian expedition in a
. diffgrent iight, that perhaps he originally expected n6 further ;ction
after Sicily, ' or fhat the ;l;;; Qf Athens to this point may have best
'illﬁStratéd_ hisp-ideas on the 'rever;al of’fortune as; part of an
: historicai pfocéss. Thg‘unfinished state of'fiii, howe;er, '@akés it
difficult to come to any firm qonclusion"about ﬁhé direction’of that 6r
p&ssible subseq;ént books.?  As it ;Caﬁds, i; does not appear to have
' _thé same ynity of»greatméné as izto vii seem‘ﬁo éossess.

These first s;ven books; as Macleod suggests 'are shaped in such a
 way as to prepare us for the disaAstex"vin‘ASicily'.3 As has been argued
throughout, Thucydides prepares us in#er alia by, carefully liﬁking and

- repeating words so as to recall their previous use. It élsq énables him
.tQ add irony to his accountlof a situation. ™

_ There would seém';o be for Thucydides .a process of glory and fall,

“-gchievmentvand failure-in histdr}.‘ This procéss he illustrates most

C f . k : ! »
. clearly in his account of what happens to Athens. The way in which her

~.
. décline is~ descfibed, shows that Thucydides ' also intefprets these

events as a peripateia or reversal of fortune. The tragic hero at the

heigﬁt of his power can be ruined through his,own fault or through the



envy of the gods. Athéns; too, ‘seems to fall from ghch a position of
greatness, one that is described in the early part of the History, . to

utter disaster in Sicily through ambition and greed.

Such similarity to tragic drama in Thucydides’ work .does not meaﬁ

that he was’ wriping a - tragedy but it does- suggest that he was.
i - » ‘. ‘.""' ' ‘“ ‘ ’ . \

influenced by  a tr%%}c mode of ‘thought® in his interpretation of the

_truth (o &q¢éq)- i.22§h)ﬂ behind what happened. Thus his explanation

of events sometimes clashes with the narrative and the facts do not

valways :seembgp-fit neatiy into hisvaccount of why things happened that
way. - For example, ;hé';eason,he gives for the failure ofithe éicilian
expedition‘ [ii.65] " does mot agree with his ,.accouﬁf of the
reinforcements senf by Athens [vii.421;° Also, Athens' swift recover&
‘.from such defeatsvas that at Delium énd im Sicily seem to'bé attributéd
to her restless ambition and to und,restimatioﬁ by her-_opéohencs;‘
rather than tobtbe spfength ofjAthen ! %esourcesﬁ  Tﬁuqydides"was,

‘however, directly involved in.the war as an Athenian and a strategos.

» \

Thus the History is not only af record of tﬁétfﬁar'butv,thé‘“Tbelings,

thoughts and interpretations 'oﬁ;Oqefwhd lived ‘hiodgbt,qi.period of

momentous change and ‘decline in‘his cfty’s stafus’ and power.
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J. de Romilly, Thucydides and Athenian Imperialism, trans. P.
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NOTES: CHAPTER TWO

T

: Ni; A similar conclusion -is reéched by J. M. Pa;weli_ in his

‘dissertation, Grammar, Uiscourse and styléAin Thucydides Book VIII,

(Ann Arbor, 1978). R S
Iy

Liddell, Scott and Jones, Greek-English Lexicon, (Oxford, 1968)

N1

s*&.h.b‘

: “uy; ‘
P.Huart, Le vocabulaire de 1:;lalyse psychologique dans 1’oeuvre de .

. _ ,
Thuéydide, (Paris, 1968). The = compound awokapnpéufaoaL is

‘ T ' ; : ® ‘
mentioned b$ A. W. Gomme, Historical Commentary on Thucydides,

(Oxford, '1984); iv on bpook  vi, 237. It is used by Herodotus

[i.41,vi.70] to mean ’to distinguish oneself’.. This use is quoted

by the scholiast on Aristophanes Pax 450.

Gomme, HCT i, on bLook i, 431.

‘W, R._Connor,.Thucydides, (Princeton, 1984), 74, note 52.°

>~

That - this outward appearance is deceptive is suggeéted earlier by

Thucydides in i.10.2. He compares the buildings of Sparta and

'Athens ' and concludes that ‘an observer would think Athens twice

’

as powerful as she really was fgpm her appearance alone.

\ ! X
. : v , .
The plague as the effect of chance on Athens 1is suggested

by such words as weptweaéureq*[ii.S&.Z].' Chance as an  ejement

in the Sicilian disaster is alsd referred to in fvoruxeorarov

. [vii.87.5]. For the plague as 'bad luCkf;for Athens see also P.

A 4

Brunt, - "Spartan -Policy amnd Strategy 17 the Archidamean’ Warﬁ,

© 68 ' i
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-

Phoenix 19 (1965) 267 and 269-271. The expedition, then, was not a

self:inflicted defeat but chance played a part. It is also clear

’

from the narrative that the Athenians came close to success at

~

least once 1in Sicily e.g. vi.103. This suggégts that Thucydides’

)

view of the expedition was & tragic one. AfpoWér,  such as-Athens,

moves inevitably.to disaster and the pnokimity.of  su¢céssf.mere1y

serves to heighten the coming tragedy:
C ’ » ' : P 0! Lo .
N o~ A -

: Y

9

8. For a di¥cussion of Thucydides’' .selectivé: Niéw.-qf_{Periclésf_‘

. : : Co ' R I . oy
Greek World '479-323 B.C., (London, 1983), 125-6. " = . v & AN
. . N o . S :L ’ N E."*‘;" ‘ .>v, A' s - f
. . o - ‘ s 3 ;;". A ,' .y aaﬁ;' . ?:}
9. Hornblbwer, Greek World, 13_0.i C ' . - g .ﬂ Tﬁ :f  ‘;
. ' . L. . B . K . ie " /:( ‘. ?3, :,,
10. for. a  brief discussion .. on fhucydidésf‘,Zevélgati¢h»; of
Alcibiades, see ‘Hornblower, G;éek‘World,-142.f &

12.

. AR

policies’ and - those of'.thé demagogues,:

_deex

RS

Past and Process in Herodotus.and’Thucydides;JxToEontb;

Connor, Tﬁucydides, 74,

Sy glornb}oﬁer;x The' . .
Y Ve g



1092,

\.o\ co -‘

' NOTES: CHAPTER THREE

It is used frequently of failure in badﬁﬁiﬁ e.g. 1.143, 1i1i.87,

1iii.39, and of the failurg of the state at ii.6J) and il.65.

3

Thucydides often refers to failure'(a¢éAAcLu/600aL) of hopes or

plans, e.g. iv.62, iv.18, and 1i.69.

Herodotus uses vikaw sixty-one times.of conquest in battle,
e.g. 1.74, 7.166, 3.59, eleven times of winning a competition,
‘e.g. 1.144, 6.103, and twelvevtimes of winning by persuasion, e.g.

»

, , ' Ty '
3.82, 5.36 and 6.109. Thucydides uses vikaw approximately one
vhundréﬁ$§hd_nine times, 1in most cases of winning a victory, e.g.

i.29.5;hiv.95.2 and 11.6.3., but also of winning over by argument,

e.g. 11.60.6, ii.87.3 and 1.70.5.

‘Apapréuw is found twenty-five ‘times in ‘Herodoﬁus with three
meanings: to miss, e.g. i.43, 3.35, 4.136, tb fail to understand,
‘e.g..~1.71, 4.164, 9.33 afd to be mistaken, e.g. 5.91, 4.9. It is
used aﬁprbximatély fifty-two times by Thucy&ides in both sﬁecch
~and - nérrgtive with Similarﬁmeahinés, e.g. 1.33.3, 1iv.61.6 and.
e

.Herodotus use; mraiw once at 9.101 of disaster for Greece at the
':génd;‘of Mardoniﬁs;.‘.npoawraZw i; found‘twelv; times, e.g. 3.40,
1:16 and 7.170. L

R

. The seven instances are 7.16,  7.142, 4.140, 7.52,. 5.50, 7.50,

“m71168.:The'cdmpound ékﬁg¢aké0?a ié-fqund once at 6.5.
: - > A -'Q’»V o .



10.

‘11.

@;}n;the case of Athens. . ' "

o

.
. . . - .. . "' »‘L , ‘.
These. contexts include the use 9?“ odalua as w%g& as

opaddev/eofar and are found at 7.16, -lO,' 50 and 7.168. Failure

.. e

71

is linked to hasty action and to lack ‘of caution by Artabanus in

his warning to Xerxes to’abandonohiélexpedition to Greece: This =

link = is similar to ' that ,which"Thuéydides seems to makeﬁl

¢

_betﬁéen "failure (a¢&XA5Lu/éaBac)Av,;ﬁd ‘lack of . proper caution

Th%v fifty-three usages include oné’at iii,84.3:g'This chapfer is

often regardéd:as spdfigﬁs;- v. H. S. Jones and J. E. Powell,

' Thucydidis Libri I - IV, (Oxford, 1958).

The reading at 11.65.12. 1is given 45 either three, &ight or ~ten

years. The .conclusion, however, remains: the same. - that Athens was

not cdmpletély finishéﬁ bj the Sicilian Expediéién, as might be
. ; B | M o \

concluded from the descriptions in'Books vi and -vii.’
T R o ‘

Thucydides’ statement :that Atheds failed to. provide ra wpéa¢opa
- /' ’ - .

fét the forces in Sicily ‘does not seem consistent with his later

."narrative where reinforcements nearly as large as the original

force are sent to Sicily [Yii.QZj,f‘Alw.Gomme, HCT, 2.195-6, argues
that this chapter ‘waS"wrftten at a later’ date -because of

inconsistencies between it and the narrative of books vi and vii.

These occur at 1.70.7, - 1.140.1, 1.14%.5, 1ii.14.1, iv.18.5,

vi.23.3, Vi.?S.lIJnd.vi.86§5;» Six of the eight afe made either by

N

or about Athens; the two others are references’'to Mytilene at

11§.14.1. and}Syracuse at vi.75.1.

X



14,

16.

17.

- For a discussion of Thucydides’ judgement of Cleon for

72

]
.

rejecting

s rtan peace proposals after the Athenian success at Pylos see S,

V

H&ﬁﬁblower Greek World, 133 and 137.
“\“ﬁ

'iﬁél Brown, The Greek Historians, (Lexxngton 1973), 61,ACalls

. Hornblower, Greek World, 137, draws attention‘
arity'of vocabulary between Thucydides' account of the
als after Pylos and the policy over Sicily, e.g. the

use of wAeoueELa to describe both.

The phrase used in the Melians' speech, TOLS ~ alloig
Napé5€L7pQ‘ is, perhaps, an ironic echo of that used by Pericles
[i1.37.17, ﬂapé&cu7ya e p&kkou QLTOL‘gUT€§ rioww and may recall

how much the Athenians hake changed since that speech.

Hornblower, Greek World, 140.

Hermocrates [iv.59.4, and iv.61.1] refers to Sicilian disunity. At
R
vii.48.2. Nicias has information on a pro-Athenian party “in

Syracuse.

A, W. Gomme, A. Andrewes, K. J. Dover, A Historical Commentary on

Thucydides, (Oxford, 1981), 5.353.



NOTES: CHAPTER FOUR

R
2.

Liddell - Scott - Jones?_ Greek - Ehglish Lexicon, (Oxford, 1968)
s.v.h. '
‘Aogadea is  used .tﬁree times by Herodotus in the form
&U¢JA€Lﬂ'[4.33, 2.12}, 3.7]. It occurs six times in the ‘adverbial
~ form, &a¢aképq, [4.134, -2.161, 5.35, 1.86, 2.169, 6.86], and
eleven times as an adjective [3.4, 146, 4.97, 5.52, 5.92, 3.31,
1.120, 7.128, 3.67, 75, 1.109].°It most oftegarefers to personal
" and physicall"‘;a‘tj'ety Ab‘ut'at 1.86 is>used of the !taﬁility of human
affairs, and aty_ 6.86 1is found in a contéx£ that suggests a
reversal of fortune.
These examples occur at i.6.1, 17.1, 107.3,4, 137.2.4,
11.27.1, 43.1, 75.5
ii1.22.3,8, 105.4
iv.57.4, 68.5, 71.2, 92, 107.1, 1266, 128.3.
v.7.3. |
vi.55.3, 56.3, 59.2, 70.3, 101.6. - . -
vii.24;3p 36, 38.3, 77.5. |
viiifi.3, 2.4, 4.1, 39.4, 41;1,-46, 66.5, 88.1, 89.1.
A. V. Gomme, HCT, 1. 177.
Hornblgwer, Greek World,l35,

. Gomme, HCT, 1. 272 - 280. .
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It is possible that the Egyptian expeditioﬁ of 4597 - ASQAma; have

74

been undertaken during a.period when Pericles was influential in

_Athenian  policy - making: If this is so, then ‘his control of;

affairs can hardly have been 'without failure’.

)EArZ¢ is: used almpst'uniférmiy throughout the History to describe

.

unfulfilled' expectation, according to P. Huart, Le vocabulaire-

dfanalyse psychologique dans 1’oceuvre de Thucydide, 145, and

t

.qﬁoted in H. R. Rawlings, The Structure of Thucydides’ History

(Princeton, 1981%, 236.



NOTES: . CHAPTER FIVE

. Blkn is a kind of balance in the order of things which must be

maintained. FTﬂp;qgv(l6 times) and éﬁp[(w (3 times) are found in
Herodotus. They are used of arrogant, defiant and frequently

4

 vio1ent behaviour that is punished.‘ They are also found iﬁ warning
: . . ‘ v R

contexts, e.g. wealth and power ;esult in ;ﬁch énd lead. to
recklessness [3.80]. Artabanus ..also warns Xerxes that f%ﬂqu
brings - disaster [7.16]. Herodotus vquoteé_én Orécle about the
Persian invasion of Greece in which the role of §ukn is deécribed

[8.77]

1] ’ ’ ’ I3 P ¢ ¢
- Auvkn ofegoet nparepbv Kopov, TBpLog viov.

The idea of the Funeral Speech 1tself fepreéenting a kind of hubris

is deyéloped by A. J. Woodman, %hetoric in Classical

Historiography, (Oregon, 1988), 32 - 40.

W. R. Connor, Thucydides, 150, - notes that the Melian dialogue
. ' * Y

leads straight into -the account of Sicily without Thucydides’

usual practice of a rounding-off sentence, thus implying some kind

of link between the two.

¢

The -unfin;igpd state of book viii makes it impossible to say“how
Thucydides would have completed it. H. R. Rawlings, The Structure

of Thucydides’ History, 176-207, ‘suggests that Thucydides has

.

- paired the booxs and that viii is’thus linked with iii, sinéq\they
. . 'S . . ~

‘both deal with rebellion in the empire. As it is,'”the'_lgck of

speeches and ' the downplaying of the Athenian defeat in Siﬁ&ly' to-

whic¢h ‘Thucydides eaflier'devoted two complete books, shew some

75



10.

. addition, ThucH

76

'significant differences 1in his approach to and treatment of .the

war.

’ 3 . s ! 4 . )
For a discussion of Cleon’s opyn and violence, as opposed to the

need for rational thought, 7uéyn, see M.C. Mittelstadt,:

"Thucydidean psychology and moral value Jjudgement in the History:

some observations", Rivista di Studi Classici 25 (1977) pp.52-4.

<

v. Chapter Three, n.g.

o4 . . /‘ '

One of Tﬁupydides' reasons for writing history was his belief that

past events may be repeated in the future while human nature

remains the same and reacts in the same way to similar events

' ‘ . 3 < a
[i.122]. ‘

Connor, Thucydides, 116 - 118, suggests that in his description of

the .Pylos inid dides is making a dramatic reconstructiomn -

of developme Yy were reported to the Athenians. In

8does not give a full account of the affair.

o

S. Hornblower, Greek World, 137, suggests that the Spartan peace .

- N ]

offer was, in actual historical fact, an empty promise that Athens

was right to reject. ‘
-3
v * :
- AN
The ancient critic, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, accused Thucydides

-

of slandering Athens in his presentation of the Melian dialogue,

quoted by F.M.Cornford, Thucydides Mythistoriéﬁ&, 180-1. Pp.

Huarct, Le vocabulaire d’analyse psychologique dans l’ceuvre de

Thucydide, 484, ‘concludes that Thucydides’ intention was to show



.

. the Athenians’ action to be logical»and rational, as they claimed

" Ho¥nblower, GreekhWorld;‘142.f

17

'_-,’,

‘e

they were. Both points of view seem valid, ' since Thucydides shows

through ‘the Athenians’ arguments that he is aware of the reality

"of power and its effects on  the Athenians themselves. The

juxtaposition of  this dialogue and the account of the Sicilian

exﬁedition ‘show,' too,“ that he is  aware of the irony in
the situationty(in vSicily; thﬁor, Thucydides, 147-57, notes
thé“ revef;al' of roies for the Athénians: they becoﬁe  1ik¢ the
Melians in Sicily. . o - 4 e

N

v

~ Perhaps %puéyéides ié-crying té‘show, as Conmor suggested about
- o et . .

-~

Pyl%g, 'that this inqidenﬁ'was‘uppérmost in people’s minds at "the

" time. =~ His description of it [vi.27-§] suggests that he is

9w

‘spattempting to recapture the drama of the moment: the Hermae are

"% mutilated and no one knows who is“responsible: it is a~baq\omen for

13-

the expedition and a decree is passed giving. immunity to anyone who

gives ﬁfofmation about the incident: the information 'is
o » 7 5,'.. . . ) .. ) . ’ o
gradu51f§§‘ pieced together and Alcibiades’ name ° introduced:

<

'Alcibiades denies the éhargés’and offers to’ stand trial but  the

\'G

cdse against him is not good enough and he is allowed to sail with

the possibility of a later chérgevhanging' over him.

to  ‘the 'response of the vdeﬁés.}against Alcibiades and  ghe

Rawlings; Thg‘Stiuccurqﬂaf,Thucydides"His¢bry,' 111, séesva} link

L} i ‘w

between . the’ tyfqgﬂicides and Athens in the over-reaction and -

U ‘ o S . -, e
vtoleﬁt;resﬁbnse.of‘HippiasAto Hipparchus’ murder, which is.similar-

an

aristocrats. Both led to disastrous consequences for the state.

. | Vo



».

14. A, W. Gomme, A, Andrewés, K. J. Dover, HCT 5.98, éxﬁiain that the

15.

sees Athens as a tragic heroine‘ﬁith parallels to Aeschylea

: ¢ ) .
" tragedy in her ;ﬂpcq and madness.

. pay feferred to was probably'only part of the sum paid to Athenian
4 » . ‘ : '

. sailors. The rest would have beeﬁ given on completion of a voyage.

: N . S
F.M.Cornford, Thucydides Mythistoricus, 153- 73, goes further and

n
B2

\
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'NOTES: CONCLUSIONS

1.. C. Macleod, Collected Essays, 141, lists s8me of the h;)iceable

differences in treatment between book viii and the previous books

2. For an analysis of the .structure of the History as comprising two
wars that . reveal similarities of treatment- by Thucydides, so
G that book viii echoes book 1iii, ';££ H. R. Rawlings, The

Structure of Thucydides’ History.

o

3, Macleod, Collected Essays, 141. ) N % haot

3

4. V. Hunt;r, Past -and Process in Herodotus ans‘Thucydides,z 119-176}
5.. There are. sphe striking -parallelsb between the first seven
books OF :tﬁe vi&stogy and Aeschyiqs':'Persae in';&ocabulary and
R choqéﬁt., In thé Persae, first préduéed in 472, ’‘Aeschylus .u§es
-as hié iﬁhemei a contemporary .hisforical 'eQent, the/ Great iWér-
.with‘zPérsia{ .He builds up;é pictﬁfg of +Persian might; tﬁréugh

the répgtition..of wéfds that suggest power and greatness. and
" implies . the idea of disaster thrqugh the forebodings of the

3

‘c&aractqrs in the 'piay;*);e;g. the .Chorus (1-154) and Queen

’ Atosﬁé' (155-248). - In vthis way.hé implies that failure is‘ near.

. . ~ ‘v . . ’
Thugydides, too, .describes Athenian greatness through emphasis and
- - : . . . - O . . .
‘repetition in the Funeral speech of Pericles and suggests its ‘end
T < : ‘ ) : ' ~y B

through juxtaposition with his: account of the'blaghe,

;_ 'repe;ition,ﬁpf-f§uch words -as {gngbfqé;- In Qeschths’“ play. ghe,“'
S L N TR T TR T

!k » = ghost of Darius, “who réprésents the older, wiséf'génératioﬁ, warns .

of . the imﬁending disaster thSed’by Per;iah UBpiLs, 1i.e. 'that of

N\
* o

.- 79
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the’young king, Xérxes-[782-6]. Similafly:in the Hist;fy Pericles’
poli%ﬁ; called aogards by Thucjdides, is abandoned ’%y his
succegsors [ii765]. This appears to be Tbucydides’ implication
‘through'the.repeéition of o&ékxébu/caﬁﬁc. PersiQ'fails'th;oqgh her
%ﬂpaq' thch is ekactiy the accusation made against Athens by her
: : s : ‘ R
bppohents; by Perigf;s and by Thucydides. 'Finally, there is ?a
stfiking similarity lin_the vocabul;ry uSed:Ey Thucydides in his
éumﬁary ‘of the Sicilian disaster [vii.87) aﬁd'éﬁét of the ‘Chofus
describing ‘the Persfa;: defeat ;t Salamis (558-563).  Each is

) e ‘- . L -
referred to as & mavwlefpiad 1in which ships, vnec: and cavalry,

wegSQ; are -destroyed, &wékkvpL. Even.the line that few out of

many returned from Sicily ‘[vii.87.6]r_ occurs in  Darfus’”

description of the return of the remnants of the Persian force

across the Hellespont [860].

~ " - ’ ' . \‘ ‘ : ¢ 80 -
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