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What are retracted
articles?



A retracted article violates a
professional code of ethics
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Examples of retracted articles
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lieal-lymphoid-nodular hyperplasia, non-specific colitis, and
pervasive developmental disorder in children
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Summary
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Stimulus-triggered fate conversion of
somatic cells into pluripotency

Haruke Obokata' >, T(ruhlknwakawma" Yoshiki Sasaf®, Kojl Kojima', Martin P. Vacantf™*, Hiteshl Niwa®. Masayuki Yamato®

& Charles A. Vacanti'
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Low pH triggers fate conversion in somatic cells

coist " (FACS)
from the lymphacyte fraction of postnatal spleens (1-week ald) of
CSTBLIS mice carrying an Oktd-gfp transgene’, and were exposed
ta various types of strang, transieat, physical and chemical dimuli
(described below). We examines these cells for activation of the Cctd
promoter afier cultore for several days in suspension using DIMEMF12
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parable 10 & cD4s® cd.mb dmrvwm cells on.
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produced Octd-GFP* cells (< 1%; Extended Data Fig, 1d).
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0-2 did not substantially afect the frequency of Octd-GEP* cell gen-
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during days 4=7 was not sufficient, indicating that LIF dependency

started dusing days 2-4.
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Wakefield, Murch, et al. (1998) The Lancet, 351(103), 637-641; Obokata, Sasai, et al. (2014) Nature, 505(7485), 676-680.




Process for article retractions

| : Investigation by Article is
Article’s Editor Editor issues publisher, author’s retracted and

veracity is revi_ews an expression institution and/or retraction
questioned article of concern Office of Research notice is
Integrity published

Suspicion that article violates
professional ethics but have not
reached a conclusion yet

These two steps don't
always occur

More info: Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) Retraction Guidelines



https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf

Retracted article vs. retraction notice

RETRACTED 28 MAY 2015;
research | rerorts  EDITORIAL EXPRESSION OF CONCERN 20 MAY 2015; SEE LAST PAGES

In addition to the C1/C2 ' hue

position, as observed for other host-pathogen in-
terfaces (7). Previous work has also implicated
the C2 transferrin variant as a risk factor for
disorders involving iron metabolism, including
Alzheimer's disease; however, these associations

susceptibility loci (25, 26). Our findings provide a
functional basis for human transferrin variation
and establish an important role for mutritional
immunity in recent human evolution.

Although canonical innate immunity factors.
have been appreciated as nodes of host-virus.
evolution, our work demonstrates that nutri-
tional immunity has played a fundamental role
in the survival of primate populations chal-
lenged by bacterial pathogens. H. influenzae
and N. meningitidis remain a major source of
morbidity and mortality in regions where vac-
cine coverage is poor (27, 26) and drug-resistant
N. gonorrhoeae is developing into an urgent public
health threat (29). By illuminating the battle for
iron as a major driving foree of host-pathogen
evolution, from 40 million years of primate di-
vergenee to emerging human epidemics today,
‘our studies reveal new reservoirs of genetic re-
sistance to infectious diseases.
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POLITICAL SCIENCE

When contact changes minds:
An experiment on transmission
of support for gay equality

Michael J. LaCour* and Donald P. Green®

Can a single conversation change minds on divisive social issues, such as same-sex

marriage? A randomized placebo-controlled tri
9) messengers were effective at encou

assessed whether gay (n = 22) o straight
g voters (n = 972) to support same-sex

n
marriage and whether attitude change persisted and spread to others in voters’ social
networks. The resuits, measured by an unrelated panel survey, show that both gay and

straight canvassers produced

ects initially, but only gay canvassers” effects

persisted in 3-week, 6-week, and 9-manth follow-ups. We also find strong evidence of
within-household transmission of opinion change, but only in the wake of conversations
with gay canvassers. Contact with gay canvassers further caused substantial change in the
ratings of gay men and lesbians more generally. These large, persistent, and contagious
effects were confirmed by a follow-up experiment. Contact with minorities coupled with
discussion of issues pertinent to them is capable of producing a cascade of opinion change.

oremost amang theories of prejudice recuce
tion (J) s the contact hypothesis (2), which
contends that outgroup hostility diminishes
when people from different groups interact
with one another. Although contact is cred=
ited with reducing prejudice toward a wide
‘array of outgroups (3), in practice it is often diffi-
cult to facilitate intergroup contact of sufficient

tact is sufficient to produce meaningful and en-
during attitude change. Recent literature reviews
have been tentative on this point, noting the lack
of randomized experiments that track attitudes
months after the intervention (6).

Our theoretical contribution is to introduce
the distinction between active and passive cone

duration todispel build
‘empathy. For this reason, research attention has
on alternative I

tact, which are posited to produce different ef-
fectsin brief
Whereas passive contact involves personal expo-

t
may be deployed in & more compressed time
frame. Examples include brief personal contact
with outgroup members during the course of a
conversation (4) and the “extended contact” that
occurs when one lvarm that a close friend has
experienced positive t with an outgroup
5). The question e hesher brief o ndiret con-

Departmet o Poibcal Scenc, Unvr sty of Caldoms, Los
Argaes (UCLA). Los Angeles, Ch, USA, ‘Department of
Poliel Scence, Colartaa Unver sy, New Yok, NY, USA

sure o an &, through col-
laborative activity), active contact involves, in
addition, communication about an issue that di-
vides the two groups (e.g, discussion of recent
communal violence). The effects of active contact
doubtless depend on whethet the conversation is
respectful or accusatory, but in principle, active
contact has the potential to both .mm hostility
toward outgroups and to change attitudes on

divisive issues. mrunpnr 2l contrbutionis the
first field-based expe demonstration of
persistent attitude n)unu- in the wake of active

sciencemagorg SCIENCE

anAnul Il 2017

INSIGHTS

Edited by Jennifer Sills

Editor’s note

ON 20 MAY, in response to questions
about the validity of the methods and
data in the 2014 Report by M. J. LaCour
and D. P. Green, Science published online
an Editorial Expression of Concern on
the Report. On 28 May, Science released
online an Editorial Retraction of the
paper. Articles first published online are
typically published in print a few weeks
after online posting. Because of the rapid
chain of events in this case, both the
Editorial Retraction and the Editorial
Expression of Concern are printed here.
‘The Editorial Retraction is Science’s final
decision on this paper and supersedes
the earlier Editorial Expression

of Concern.

Marcia McNutt
Editor-in-Chiaf

Lom hun

Editorial retraction
SCIENCE, WITH THE concurrence of
12 December 2014 Report “When contact
changes minds: An experiment on trans-
mission of support for gay equality” by
LaCour and Green ().

The reasons for retracting the paper
are as follows: (i) Survey incentives
were misrepresented. To encourage

Antibiotics have beenfound in porkin China.

REFERENGES
L. WL LaGour,D.P.Green, Saience 346, 1366 (2014
2 Do als Pharow gt s B
(R014) (2015) Fttp:/ctaofor ec/—cl
ootk ol aorow. g epuartie ol

tap water of Chinese homes (1). Urban
water supplies present multiclass antibiotic
residues, induding those of fluoroguino-
lones (broad-spectrum antibiotics whose
pt in treating serious

2
DOLI01I26 /s cionce. 206638

iort
of concern

IN THE 12 December 2014 issue, Seience

hanges minds: An experiment on transmis-
sion of support for gay equality” by Michael
J. LaCour and Donald P. Green (). On 19
May 2015, author Green requested that
Science retract the paper because of the
unavailability of raw data and other irregu-
larities that have emerged in the published
paper. Sciene is urgently working toward

in the survey,
were claimed to have been given eash
payments to enroll, to refer family
and friends, and to complete multiple
surveys. In correspondence received
from Michael J. LaCour's attorney, he
confirmed that no such payments were
made. (i) The statement on sponsor-
ship was false. In the Report, LaCour
acknowledged funding from the
Williams Institute, the Ford Foundation,
and the Evelyn and Walter Haas Jr.
Fund. Per correspondence from LaCour's
attorney, this statement was not true.
In addition to these known problems,
independent researchers have noted
certain statistical irregularities in the
responses (2). LaCour has not produced
the original survey data from which
someone else could independently con-
firm the validity of the reported findings.
Michael J LaCour does not agree to
this Retraction.
Marcia McNutt
Editor-in-Chie

the resolution, while ensuring
that a fair process is followed. In the mean-
time, Science is publishing this Editorial
Expression of Concern to alert our readers
0 the fact that serious questions have been
raised about the validity of findings in the
LaCour and Green paper:

Marcia McNutt
Edtor-inChief

REFERENGE
L. MLI.LaCou; DL P Green Science 346, 166 (2014).

Publishedonine20May 2015
DOIC.L26/<cience 206184

Antibiotics crisis
in China

THE EMERGENCE OF antibi

use
bacterial infections). Antibiotic residues
have been found in foods, including pork
(2), aquatic products (3), vegetables (4),

and milk (5). For instance, the Shanghai
Food and Drug Administration found 7.7%
of aquatic products to be unacceptable for
human consumption because of antibiotie
residues (6). Antibiotic residues are also
found in vegetable samples, especially those
£r0wn in manure-amended soil (7). In one
study, 47% of raw milk samples from 10
provinees of China were found positive for
antibiotic residues (5).

At least three factors are responsible
for this new antibiotic-related crisis in
China. First, the country is the largest
producer and consumer of antibiotics,
reaching about 210,000 tons of antibiotics
annually (8). Antibiotics are misused and
discharged into the environment, where
they pollute crop-producing soil and
groundwater and rivers that are sources of
drinking water, such as the Yangtze River
(7). Second, an important source of antibi-
ties in food is antibiotie residues present
in the agricultural and livestock indus-
tries (9). In China, about 97,000 tons of
antibioties [46% of all antibiotics used in
the country (8)] are used in its livestock to
prevent disease and improve production
(8). In addition to residues present in live-
stock food produets, misuse of antibiotics
results in 20,000 to 87,000 tons of antibi-
otic residues annually in livestock waste,
which is used as manure soil amendment

s

pathogens has become a global public
health crisis. A new and serious crisis is
emerging in China: Antibiotics have pol-
luted the food and drinking water supply.

Antibiotics are detectable in the residential

for crop thereby
taminsio nof agricultural products with
ntibiotics (10). Third, a main reason for
this ellmr;; ing crisis is the lack of effective
supervision over the production, use, and
disposal of antibiotics. For instance, one of

M. J. LaCour, D. P. Green (2014), Science 346(6215), 1366-1369; M. McNutt (2015), Science 348(6239), 1100.




How retracted articles are marked online

varies

Retraction of “Mechanical Reconfiguration of Stereocisomers”

Kelly M. Wiggins, Todd W. Hudnall, Qilong Shen, Matthew J. Kryger, Jeffrey 5. Moare, and Christopher W.
Blelawski

J. Am. Chem, Soc., 2015, 137 (3), pp 3428-3428
DOI: 10.1021/jacs 5601288

Publication Date (Web}: March 11, 2015
Copyright © 2015 American Chemical Society

Note: In liu of an abstract, this is the article’s first page.

JAC'S T

Retraction of “Mechanical Reconfiguration of Sterecisomers”
Kelly M. Wiggins, Todd W.
and Christopher W. Biclaws)
. Am. Chom Sac 2010, 1

udnall, Qilong Shen, Matthew J. Kryger, Jeffrey S. Moore,

Ol: 10.1021/49107165

Based on an insestigaton conducted by The Office of Research
Totegriy at The University o

detcrmined that the dta and s
il are unechisbl 2 2
ofthe co-suthors afsted with the University af the time of its
poblcation. The aut

etract this artkly acsoedigly.
The orginal paper e peblubed February I8, 2010 (L. Am.
Che Soc. 2010, 132, 3256

3257, DOL 10.1021/3:910716),

Mechanical Reconfiguration of Stereoisomers

Kelly M. Wiggins?, Todd W. Hudnallf, Qilong Shent, Matthew J. Kryger®, Jeffrey S. Moore?, and Christopher W.
Blelawski*t

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas 78712, and Department of
Chemistry, University of lllinois at Urbana-Ghampaign, Urbana, lllinois 61801

J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2010, 132 (10), pp 3256-3257
DOI: 10.1021/ja910716s

Publication Date (Web): February 18, 2010
Copyright ® 2010 American Chemical Soclety

@em utexas.edu, tUniversity of Texas at Austin., $1

at Urbana-Champ

Withdrawn
This paper was withdrawn on March 11, 2015 (J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2015, 137. DO
10.1021/jacs . 5b01988),

Retraction notice

Abstract

Poly(methyl acrylate) of varying molecular weight was grown from the enantiopure ditopic initiator
(R)- or (8)-1,1"-binaphthyl-2,2"-bis-(2-bromoliscbutyrate). Subjecting CH3CN solutions of high-

Article record on
journal’s website

This pagser was retracted on March 11, 3015 ( e Soc W18, 137 DOL 19 1021 jscs SHO1988)
Mechanical Recenfiguration of Sterecisomers

Hy M. Wi Tood W. Huonal’ Qe Shan! Matihem ) Kryge.! Jesvey S, Moore ' o
Chuistaphar W. Beelawiks™
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Full text of
retracted article
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5. Can’t contact author who collected the data

Article

Abstract

Keywords

Children will watch anything, and when a broadcast
e and violence and other shoddy devies to monop

Roacity (mr a review, see Lull & Bushman,
directly responsible for emotional arousal
benefit from enhanced attention, whereas the cues not respon-
sible for emotional arousal suffer from impaired attention
(Mandler, 2014). In other words, violent cues are processed
as central cues, whereas surrounding cucs are processed as
peripheral cues. Peripheral cues are less likely to be attended
mbered than are central cues (c.g., Echterhoff &

Violent media immediately grab our attention. However, violent media also detract att
research shows that violent media impair attention and memory, critical resources
tasks at school. The present study tested whether gifted children are more in

cartoon. Thus, the violent video eliminated the typical advantage gifted children
that the harmful effects of violent media on verbal tasks are greats ed childre

violent medi, giftedness, IQ, sensitivity, verbal task performans

RETRACTED: Effects of Violent Media o fhiiciiit.

Verbal Task Performance in Gifted and s
General Cohort Children 0ok Iap e e
®SAGE

Yakup Cetin', Jonathan Wai’, Cengiz Altay', and Brad ]. Bushman®*

on verbal tasks. These findings suggest
n for general cohort children.

Attention and memory are required to perform many
perhaps especially at school. A large body of research
shows violent media impair attention and memory. For
example, a recent meta-analytic review showed violent
media impair memory for advertisements (Lull & Bushman,
2015). Previous rescarch has also shown that violent media
impair lcaming foreign languages (Lull, Cetin, & Bushman,
2015) and impair school performance (Cetin, Lull, Celikbas,
& Bushman, 2015), The present research was designed to
replicate and extend these findings by testing whether vio-
lent media also impair verbal task performance and the
patential moderating role of giftedness on the effects.

Is Giftedness a Protective Factor, Vulnerability

Factor, or Unimportant Factor for Violent Media
Effects on Verbal Task Performance?

Gifted children may differ in important ways from their same
age peers, perhaps being more immune or more vulnerable to

"Fatih University, stanbul, Turkey

1Duke University, Durham, NC, USA

*The Ohia Scace University, Columbus, OH, USA
WU Universisy Amsserdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Corresponding

Brad . Bushman, School of Commnication, The Ohio Sce Universiy,
3016 Derby Hall, 154 North Oval Mall, Columbus, OH 43210, USA.
Email: bushman 20@osu.edu

Retraction notice: “Unfortunately,
the data collection procedures coul
not be verified because the author
who collected the data (Cengiz
Altay) could not be contacted
following the attempted coup in
Turkey.”

Cetin, Y., Wai, J., et al. (2016). Gifted Child Quarterly, 60(4), 279-287.



4. Professor plagiarizes his student’s thesis

e Professional organization’s

LS8 Environmental Geotechnics

E-ISSN 2051-803X

report: Professor “failed to
acknowledge the contribution
of [co-author and student] to
the submitted academic paper.” |
e Professor’s defense: | wrote i

Volume 1 Issue 1, February 2014, pp. 48-55 <Prev Next>

Withdrawn: Study on large strain consolidation of mine waste
tailings

Authors: Shahid Azam, PhD, PEng, ,

Published Online: May 25, 2015

part of the student’s thesis

Azam. (2014) Environmental Geotechnics, 1(1), 48-55.
News article: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/u-of-r-engineering-professor-found-guilty-of-plagiarizing-student-s-work-1.4033447



3. First author fabricated data from 900+

patients

e First author “faked everything:
names, diagnosis, gender, weight,
age, drug use.”

e All co-authors were completel
unaware

e Ultimately, first author had several
articles retracted and his doctorate
in medicine revoked

Sudbo, Lee, et al. (2005) The Lancet, 366(9494), 1359-1366-1366

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs and the risk of oral
cancer: a nested case-control study

) Sudb, | Lee, SM Ligpran, | Mark, § Sagen, N Flatner, A Ristimaki, A Sudbe, L Mac, X Zhou, WKildal, | Evensen, A Reith, A | Dunnenserg

Summary
A 2

increase the risk of cndi I i

dn.gs ms,uus; sem ta prevent several types of cancer,

whether use of NSAIDs was

change

Methods We undertook a nested casescontral stisdy to analyse data from a populationha
Narway; CONOR), which consisted of prospectively obtined health data from all regio
oral cancer were identified from the 9241 individuals in CONOR who were at increas:
heavy smaking (=15 packeyears), and matched controls were selected from the e

not have cancer,

Findings We identified and analysed 454 (5%) peaple with oral cancer [
diagnosis 633 [13-2] years) and 454 matched controls (na908); 263 |
paracetamol (for 2 minimam of 6 months), and 562 (62%) had used
use} mas associated with a reduced risk of oral cancer (including in
Jowered the risk of

0.37-0.60, p<0-0001). Smoking cessation also
Additionally, long-term wse of NSAIDs (but not paraceta

disease-related death (2-06, 1.34-3 18, p=0-001). NSAID.

Intespretation Long-berm use of NSAIDs is associa
smakers), but also with an incresed risk of dea
For a careful risk-benefit analysis when the

Introduction
Sepusimnis el carriiera of fhe: cxil
with severe diseaceselated

the majar cause of this
leucoplakia with the
have an 50% risk of
» Camplete

surgical exci high risk of
apgressive with aneuplaid
oral e could offer some
J— aften difficult to achieve
or sustin, refore, these is an unmet medical need

strategies, such as chemoprevension
with non-steroid Miies-infammatory drgs {NSAIDs), o
reduce the risks of Sincer i patients with aneuploid aral
leucoplakia ™

NSAIDs inhilit cploorygenase (COX) activity and
therelry suppress the synthess of prostaglandin E, Raised
onvdatings of prostagandin E; hive been deteched 1
both premalignant and malignant lessons, melading
squamens cell carcinoma of the oral covity ™ This
increase results from the overexpression of CON-2, the
inducilde form of COX™" Several lines of evidence,
beyond the finding of raised amounts of prostaghandin E,
in tumours, suggest that COX enzymes cantribate o the
development of aral cancer. COX can convert polycyclic

incidence of oral cancer or overall or :Hld)mmlh( martality.

can [SD] age at

e (bt sk parsetarnal
zard ratio 0-47, 95% C1
. 0:32-0.52, p=<:0001)
ased risk of cardiovascular

af oral cancer (inchuding in active
aar disease. These findieys highlight the need
considered.

(9%) had used oS

hydrocarbons in tobaco smoke to reactive

> @

mebolites, which form mutagenic DNA adducts ™ memsbele,

Prostaglandin E, can shrmlate cell prolsferation and
angingenesis and mhibie apoptosis and  immune
survellance. " NSAIDs protect against the development
of oral cancer in animals ™ Observational data have
indicatrd that NSAIDs are associated with the reduced
risk of several types of cancers: = but we know of only
twn previously published reports of epdemscogical
studies of NSAIDs with respect to bead and neck

cancer®® These reparts only included aspirin and g

showed conflicting results. Before undertaking a trial to
investigate NSAIDs in reducing the risk of oral cancer in
the very highrisk group of patents with aneuploid

Marway (o ARt i,

leucoplakia, we did a populstian-based sudy 1 CEAMInE (AR MOk Beparmentor
the potential association between lengterm NSAID use Usiennity
and the risk of oral cancer in current and previausly heary
smokers. We alsn examined the potential associations of et s neberof eparmact
overall and NSAID use.

Racictarny, Tha g
Methods [T S —
Risk in papul. et
hatainc Vhic g ofCarmal

We did a nested case-contrel study within the .

population-based Cohort of Norway (CONOR], which
praspectively obiains data for the Norwegian Health
Survey from threr lengstudinl health surveys covering
all geagraphical regions of Norway {Heakh Surveys of

News article: http://www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/articleNo/23607/title/Lancet-study-faked/
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RETRACTION: Mitrani, J., On Separating One from the
Other: Images of a Developing Self

First published: 21 November 2016  Full putlication history

DOI: 10.1111/bjp.12278  View/save citation
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This article corrects:

Retracted: On Separating One from the Other: Images of a Developing Self

Volume 32, Issue 3, 321-337, Article first published anline: 15 July 2016

Abstract

The above article, published in the British Journal of Psychotherapy online on the 15th July, and in print
on 22nd July, 2016 on Wiley Online Library, has been withdrawn by agreement between the journal's
Editor-in-Chief, Ann Scott, and Wiley. This action has been agreed upon by the author, the editor and
the publisher in response to their joint concern that certain sensitive clinical material regarding the
patient discussed in the article may inadvertently result in the compromise of the patient's privacy.

REFERENCE

Mitrani, J. (2016) On separating one from the other: Images of a developing self. British fournal of
Psychotherapy 32(3). DOI: 10.1111/bjp.12227.

Retraction notice: “...certain
sensitive clinical material
regarding the patient
discussed in the article may
inadvertently result in the
compromise of the patient's
privacy.”
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RETRACTED: Relationship between the 27,0 ® Re-t r a C-t I O n n O-t I C e .
ACE 1/D gene polymorphism and TIDN ?Zi.:.,,"“_“.l.n:“.:‘;"mm °
susceptibility/risk of TIDM developing into ?‘f:g:;z;wmww
TIDN in the Caucasian population SSAGE (4 b . o h h d

submitting authors... ha

Tian-Biao Zhou', Xue-Feng Guo?, Zongpei Jiang'
and Hong-Yan Li . °
supplled fabricated contac
Background and objective: The relationship between the angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) insertion/deletion
(D) gene polymorphism and type | diabetic nephropathy (T1DN)suseptbility/risk of type | diabetes mellitus (TIDM)
details for their nominated
reviewers”

developing into TIDN in the Caucasian population is still controversial. This study was performed to evaluate the
association of the ACE /D gene polymorphism with TIDN susceptibilicy and the risk of TI DM developing into TIDN in
the Caucasian population using the meta-analysis method.
Method: A predefined literature search and selection of eligible relévanstudies were performed to collect data from
electronic databases.
Results: Twenty-one articles were identified for the analysis of the association of the ACE I/D gene polymorphism
with TIDN susceptibility and the risk of TIDM developing into TIDN in the Caucasian population. The ACE /D gene
was not associated with TIDN and the rick of patients with TIDM developing TIDN in the
Caucasian population. Sensitivity analysis according to a'sample size of cases (< 100 vs > 100) was also performed, and
1ha results were also similar with the non-sensicivicy analysis’
The ACE /D gene pe was not associated with TIDN susceptibility and the risk of patients
with TIDM developing TIDN in the Caucasian population. However, more studies should be performed in the future.

°
Keywords
Type | dabecic nephropathy (T1DN). ype | diabetss melicus (T IDM), angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE). .
(D) gene
Introduction
Diabetes mellitus is a mu!nlluurnl mBNhuh\ disease The angiotensin-converting enzyme r e r a e
od by pos anditis  directly involved in the process of cell proliferatio C
associated with significant nmrhn.hh and mortality and

its prevalence is increa:
litus includes type 1 digbetes mellitus (T1DM) and type
2 diabetes mellitus (TZDM), Bnd theincidence of diabe-
tes mellitus has increased dramatically over the last sev-
eral decades.’ Diabetic nephropathy (DN) is a serious
complication of diabetes mellfug. and it includes type |
diabetic nephropathy (TIDN) due to TIDM and type-2
diabetic nephropathy (T2DN) duc to TIDM.%4 DN as a
end stage: renal di RD) is associated
a poot life cxpeetiney, causing serious socioeco-
problems.s

se (E
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And it gets worse....

e Fake reviewer contact info. caused
107 articles to be retracted in Tumor
Biology (April 2017

e |nthe pastyear, this journal has

retracted a total of 132 articles
e An estimated 15% of all article

retractions between 2012-15 were

caused by fake peer reviews

Tomer Bial. (2012) 33:1055=1063
DOL 1100751327701 203404

RESEARCH ARTICLE

Joint effect of polymorphism in the N-acetyltransferase 2
gene and smoking on hepatocellular carcinoma

Jie Zhang - Feng Xu - Chunbui Ouyang

Received: 30 December 2011 / Accepled: 19 Jasuary 2012 /Fublisked osline: | February 2012

© Imemational Seciety of Oncology and BioMarkers (ISORM) 2012

Abstract The Neacepitransferase 2 gene (NAT2) has been

\)
XQ

Keymords Neaspfgunsirii? gene- Polymorphian

implicated in the development of b carcinoma
(HCC). However, the resulis have been inconsistent. In this
study, the authoes performed a meta-analysis to clarify the
association between NAT2 polymosphism and HCC risk.
Published literamures from PubMed, EMBASE, CNK1, and
Wan Fang Data wese retrieved. Pooled odds ratio (OR) with
5%, eonfidence intorval (C1) was calculated using fixed-
random-efiects model. Eight stdies including 1084
cases and 1,682 controls were ideaified for the data,
sis. The overall result showed that there was no s
significant association between NATZ genol
risk (slow acetylation vs. rapidfintermedi
OR=1.03, 95% CI 0.86-1.24). In the

1.43) and East Asians (OR=1.0] BS-1.56). Fur-

ther subgroup analyses based on g starus showed
that the effect size was significant among the
smokers (OR=200, ut not among

those whe never
The present m
were: not as

. 95% CI 0881 82)
ied that NAT? genoiypes

overall pgfilgtion but
smoker

reased the risk of HCC amang the

- )

occliulsi careinoma (HCC) is one of the most com-
lasms warldwide, and nearly half a million eases
imated to occur annually [1]. Epidemiological stud-
fave indicated that continuous exposure to chemical
ents, including exogeaous and endogenous substances,
may be invalved in the development of HCC. However,
only a fraction of individuals who are exposed 1o carci-
nogens will eventually develop HCC, and the differences
in capacity of metsbolic enzymes 1o setivte or deactivate
xenobiotic compounds may help explain the individusl
HCC susceptibility

mosome 8p21.3-23.1, encodes phase 11 xenobiotic metabo-
lizing enzyme which plays an essential role in the
metabolism of srematic, heterocyclic amines and hydrazines
via Nacetylation and O-acetylation [2]. To date, many
NAT2 genetic varianis have been identified, and NAT2*4
represents the most common functional allele. Based on the
number of NAT2*4 alleles, NAT2 genotypes are categorized
a5 rapid (two NAT2*4 alleles), intermediate one NAT2*4
(0 NAT2%4 allele), referring to their ability

2 ang (1)
of Gastroemerelogy, The Secend Niangys Hospital,
Ceniral South Universiy,
Changsha 410011, China
cmail: ouyangehOz 126.com

E Xa
Dipartment af General Surgery, The Second Xiangya Hospital
Central South University,
Changshs 41001 L, China

10 metabolize er activate xenobiotics. In 1996, Agindez et
al. [3] firs reported that the slow acetylation was associaied
with the increased risk of HCC fodds ratio (OR)=1.8, 95%
confidence interval (C1) 1.1-3.0], comparing 1o rapid scet-
ylation. Since then, & number of studies investigating the
ussociation between NAT2 genotypes and HCC risk have
been published. However, the results have been inconsistent
[4=11]. The discreant findings might be due 10 the modest

&

Retraction Watch Articles: Retraction of 107 articles in Tumor Biology (2017); Retraction of 25 articles in Tumor Biology (2016)
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Retraction Watch (retractionwatch.com)

e Independent blog started by two
medical journal journalists

o “Tracking retractions and related issues in
scholarly publications”

e Analysis, commentary, etc.
o Updated daily
o Great links to other resources!

e Search by author, country, journal,
institution, publisher, discipline,
and reason for retraction

Retraction Watch TR TS

Author objects to retraction after he says journal ignored his queries
for three years

without comments

In 2014, a journal contacted researcher Denis Rousseau about one of his papers that had just
been published online ahead of print, raising some concerns. According to Rousseau,

he sent the journal a corrected figure “almost immediately,” which he believed addressed the
issue.

Rousseau, a cell biologist at the University Joseph Fourier in Grenoble, France, said he then
contacted the journal many times over the next three years to ask about the status of the . MCB
paper — which never ended up in print — but heard nothing back.

Three years passed.
In March, the publisher finally contacted Rousseau, this time to ask him to issue a formal retraction for the
paper. And despite his objections, Mofecular and Cellular Biology published a sparse retraction notice, which

provides little information about what went wrong

Read the rest of this entry »
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Peer review in 2030: New report hopes it’s faster, more transparent,
and more diverse
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Other types of notifications

Correction: small part of article is

flawed, usually due to author error

o Also called Corrigendum
o Example: Small numerical errorin table

Erratum: production error

(publisher error)
o Example: Author’s name is misspelled

Removal: legal reasons for
removal

CORRIGENDUM

Applied Polymer

Corrigendum: A new biobased plasticizer for poly(vinyl chloride)
based on epoxidized cottonseed oil

Alfredo Carbonell-Verdu, David Garcia-Sanoguera, Ampare Jorda-Vilaplana,

Lourdes Sanchez-Nacher, Rafael Balart

Publizhed online 23 Decembar 2016
DOl 10.1002/app 44746

Original
table

TArticle in J. Appl. Polym. Sci. 2016, 134, DOI: 10.1002/app.44438]

The published article cited above contains an error in column four of Tahle 11

CNC10GPE4 2
CNC10GPEB 198+ 2.0

Fima Taraila strangth APa] C O I u m n
Conerol 14.4+ 0.64%
CNCSGPE4 165+ 121"
CNC5GPES 158+ 1.35"
13+1.74%
9.8 2.058%

arch film had a BS, TS a d %E of 14.1 N, 14.4 MPa, and 12.2%, respectively.

Currently reads: Film CNCI0GPES had the highest BS (30.9 N) and T5 (213.2 MPa).
Should read: Film CNC10GPE4 had the highest BS (30.9 N} and TS (21.3 MPa).

Carbonell-Verdu, Garcia-Sanoguera, et al. (2016) Journal of Applied Polymer Science 133(34) 43924.
Committee on Publication Ethics Retraction Guidelines http://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines.pdf




Journals with higher impact factors (IF) have
higher numbers of retracted articles

Why?

1. Articles published in these journals receive more scrutiny

High IF journals are more likely to have clear policies about
misconduct

3. Publishingin a higher IF journal provides more incentives to
‘cut corners’

Fanielli, D. (2013) PLos Medicine, 10(12), e1001563.



The social sciences are not immune to article
retractions

Diederick Stapel

e Dutch social psychologist

e Fabricated data throughout
research career

e Co-authors unaware of misconduct

e 50+ articles retracted and
surrendered his doctorate

http://www.chronicle.com/article/can-a-longtime-fraud-help-fix/231061



The humanities are not immune to article
retractions

Mustapha Marrouchi

e English literature professor

e 20+ articles retracted due to
significant plagiarism

e Fired from University of Nevada - Las
Vegas

http://www.chronicle.com/article/Anatomy-of-a-Serial-Plagiarism/148437



Each publisher/journal has different
retraction policies and procedures

Publisher policies:

Elsevier

Wiley

Springer

Taylor & Francis



https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/article-withdrawal
https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/article-withdrawal
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing-open-access/licensing/licensing-info-faqs.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/licensing-open-access/licensing/licensing-info-faqs.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/errata.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/errata.html
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf
http://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/custom/uploads/2016/01/Author-services-correction-policy.pdf

Article retractions are on the rise but still

relatively rare

~ 2 million articles

published annually

e Atleast1 article retracted
every day

e Estimate:>0.1% of articles

are retracted every year

Retractions on the rise

FY 2015 |684

FY 2013 |467

o

50, 100 150| 200| 250 300, 350| 400| 450, 500| 550 600| 650

RetractiEn
Watch'

Data from: MEDLINE Key

Indicators

Marcus and Oransky. (2015) NY Times What's Behind Big Science Frauds?
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https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/bsd_key.html
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Locating retracted articles in scholarly
databases

e Web of Science
Suggested search terms e PubMed
. e PsycINFO
e “Retracted article”
. ® Scopus
o Ezetractlo.n ) e JSTOR
e “Expression of concern e Google Scholar
e CINAHL
e FEtc.



Search for retracted PubMed (Advanced Search)

(("retracted publication"[Publication Type] OR "retraction of publication"[Publication Type]))

articles by Document| -
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Incorporating retracted
articles into information
literacy sessions



WHAT/I'M DOING

Incorporating Retracted Articles into LIB 250 and
Library Instruction


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymun94l9adw

Conclusion



Retracted articles: ‘self-correction’ method
of scholarly publishing

e Article violates a professional code of ethics
e Wide variety of reasons for articles to be retracted

e BUT... retracted articles account for a small % of scholarly
articles



Each publisher/journal handles retractions
differently

e Retraction notices give varying levels of detail about the
reason for the retraction
o Retraction Watch tries to provide transparency
e Additional sources of information
o Institution/governmental investigations
o News source (example: The Chronicle of Higher Education)
e COPE Retraction Guidelines



http://retractionwatch.com
http://retractionwatch.com
http://www.chronicle.com/
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf
https://publicationethics.org/files/retraction%20guidelines_0.pdf

Retracted articles and information literacy

e Unique way to get students to explore different databases
o LIB 250 students really like searching for retracted articles!
e Not meant for students to distrust scholarly publishing
o Rather gives them a healthy dose of skepticism
o ACRL Framework: Scholarship as Conversation, Authority
is Constructed and Contextual, Information Creation as
Process



Questions?

Joanna Thielen | Research Data and Science Librarian |
jthielen@oakland.edu

Shawn McCann | Business and Informatics Librarian |
mccann@oakland.edu

OAKLAND
UNIVERSITY.




