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Expressive Language of Preschoolers with SSD
Abstract 

This study investigated several questions about measures of language complexity based on 50-utterance spontaneous speech samples for 52 3- and 4-year-old children with typically developing speech (TDS) and speech sound disorders of unknown origin (SSD-U) or resulting from cleft palate (SSD-ClP).  All children had language performance within the normal range on a standard language screening.  Group and age comparisons were conducted for measures of language complexity and the relationships between these measures and intelligibility scores on single word identification tasks were examined.  As a group, the children with SSD-U had significantly lower scores on MLUm, NDW, IPSyn composite and FMC than their age mates with TDS.  The only significant age difference was for FMC for the children with SSD-U, with the 3 year-olds scoring significantly lower than the 4 year-olds.  As a group, the children with SSD-ClP differed from those with TDS only on MLUm.  On an individual basis, children with SSD-U and SSD-ClP had a variety of profiles on the linguistic measures, indicating that they are heterogeneous in their language performance.  It is recommended that assessment of young children with SSD include linguistic analysis of a spontaneous speech sample to determine if expressive language needs to be addressed in intervention and to provide outcome measures to assess the impact of improving speech intelligibility on linguistic complexity.  No one linguistic measure was identified as a significant predictor of speech intelligibility, suggesting that the relationship between intelligibility and expressive language is complex and changes as children grow and develop.
