ECE Cheatsheet:

Supporting ESL
Children's Educatio

Early Childhood Educators often interact with students for whom English is a
second language. While rewarding, this poses unique challenges in
communication and assessment.

This infographic was developed by collecting evidence-based answers to real
ECEs most valued questions. Two ECEs were interviewed in order to develop
the context for this tool.

It is meant to help early childhood educators expand their knowledge of early
bilingualism and provide a tool for helping ESL children succeed
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MAJOR PROMOTERS OF YOUNG
ESL CHILDREN'S SUCCESS:

¢ cultural sensitivity in
the classroom

e positive instructor
interactions

* encouraging peer
play

¢ strategicuse of the
first language

(Castro, Espinosa, & Paez, 2011)

What Can | Expect To
See as Children
Develop English Skills?

It has been shown that early ESL students
generally show four stages of progress

¢ speaking only the first language

e nonverbal observation phase -- using
other methods to communicate

e telegraphic phase -- using labels and
unvarying phrases in English

e creatingoriginal sentences in English

(Tabors, 2008)
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(Tabors, 2008)
DISCONTINUING THE FIRST
LANGUAGE ATHOME IS
OFTEN THE
PREDICTOR OF FIRST
LANGUAGE LOSS IN
CHILDREN OF IMMIGRANTS

(Bialystok, 2017; Lambert, 1981; Woumans et al., 2015)
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