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EJCA HISTORY PROJECT GUIDELINES and HANDBOOK 

Project Summary and Timeline 
 This project will collect and share information about Japanese-Canadian history and 
contributions in the Edmonton area. It has a 2-year maximum timeline broken down into shorter cycles. 
Shorter cycles helps identify flaws and potential refinements early when they can be easily changed. It 
also means smaller bits of information will reach a useable form earlier and will be still be available 
should the larger project become stalled.  

The main “product” will be a collection of data that can be reformatted in various “output” forms. 
This data may include: recorded interviews and transcripts, copies of historical information (e.g. books, 
newspapers, official records, correspondence, photos), or original archival material. The output is 
limited only by the imagination of creators and may include: books, brochures, webpages, video 
productions, research papers, or presentations. 

Initially, the Edmonton Japanese Community Association (EJCA) will store the data collection 
and make it accessible. In future, the collection (or copies) may be deposited with other trusted 
repositories such as the Provincial Archives of Alberta (culture.alberta.ca/archives/) or the Japanese 
Canadian National Museum (www.jcnm.ca/).  

 The overall project is broken into 9-steps with sub-cycles for different forms of information (e.g. 
oral interviews, print records, and personal records) shown by the dotted line in the diagram. 

 

· Objective: what information is wanted and what will be 
done with it? 

· Topics: what are we interested in knowing? (and why)? 
· Sources: where can information be found? 
· Team: who will do the collecting, analysis, publishing? 
· Collect: gather information, conduct interviews. 
· Format: how will collected data be stored for various uses? 
· Analysis: what does the collected information say? 
· Publish: how to share findings with interested people in 

effective forms? 
· Refine: How do it all more efficiently for the next round? 

  
Roles:  
- EJCA history committee: overall oversight of project, procuring and managing the project budget, 

hiring staff and recruiting volunteers (e.g. coordinator, interviewers, researchers), identifying  likely 
interviewees, arranging for storage and depositing of results. 

- Project consultant/coordinator: creating outline, guidelines, and handbook for project in 
cooperation with committee, staff, and volunteers. Ongoing advice and troubleshooting. 

- Interviewers and/or Researchers: conduct oral interviewers, find and record archival information 
(may be paid or volunteer) 
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- Transcribers, writers/producers, record keepers: transcribe oral interviews to print form, ensure  
records (e.g. recordings, text, documents) are properly saved and stored, create ways of sharing 
the information collected.  

 
 

 

Objective 
 

Collect and publish information about the Japanese-Canadian history 
of Edmonton and area. 

 

 
 
Considerations: 

· Who are Japanese-Canadians?  
o Canadians with a Japanese heritage 
o Japanese who immigrated or lived/contributed to Edmonton but never became citizens.  
o Japanese who only visited briefly or even contributed from afar but never lived here. 
o EJCA history project committee can decide on case-by-case basis. 

· What is Edmonton area? 
o Greater Edmonton and surrounding towns where residents would consider Edmonton 

their commercial centre. 
o Smaller towns in northern Alberta 

· What historical period? 
o Earliest records to early 1940s = “real pioneers’ 
o 1940s to 1970s = wartime coastal removal, post-war resettlement, “kika nissei” (born in 

Canada, to Japan around WWII, returned to Canada) 
o 1970s to present = “new immigrants” 

· What are publishing options?  
o Recordings and transcripts of interviews, book, articles, webpages, audio, video. 

 
 
 

 

Topics 
Here are some examples of what social historians are 

usually interested in. The trick is to figure out which ones will yield 
interesting answers. Another challenge is whether we want a 

description of ordinary life or the special events that stick out. If only  
special events and unique features are collected, it paints a picture 

of people who live in a bubble within bigger society, which may or 
may not be accurate. 

 

  
· ORIGINS - where they were born, why they came to Edmonton, where else they lived before or 

after Edmonton and why. (Interesting mapping potential with this topic). 
· FOOD - gardens, stores, recipes, buying co-ops 
· SHELTER - neighbourhoods, styles of house, furniture 
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· CLOTHING - styles, influences, where it was bought or ordered 
· RECREATION - play, leisure, games, hobbies 
· SOCIAL CONNECTIONS - neighbours, church, associations (e.g. EJCA), contributions to 

Edmonton's development, interactions with non-Japanese 
· EDUCATION – schools attended, nationalities of friends 
· JOBS  - what jobs done, pay rates, relations with colleagues 
· LANGUAGE - spoken at home, dialects, words specific to Alberta or Canada 
· BUSINESSES – what Japanese businesses existed in Edmonton. 
· POPULATION (size and demographics) – how big was/is Japanese-Canadian community, what 

characteristics (e.g. age, income) 
· CULTURE – what traditions were maintained, modified, or discarded; culture shock memories; 

family heirlooms and archives,  
· NOTABLE FIGURES (Important people in the community) 
· IDENTITY – what makes someone Japanese-Canadian? Personal source of strength and 

inspiration? 
· ADVICE to younger and future generations.  
 
 
n.b.:  INTERNMENT:  The internment was significant, memorable, and influential. However, such 
events can become the sole focus. The Japanese-Canadian WWII internment has been dealt with 
extensively and overshadows many decades of Japanese-Canadian history before and after. But, there 
may still be a perception by some that it hasn't been dealt with enough.  

 
Recommendation: This project will only address the internment in relation to such topics as 

reasons for people moving to Edmonton, later relations with non-Japanese, social connections, or if the 
interviewee really wants to talk about it. 

 
 

 

Sources: Oral Interviews 
Oral interviews typically take place just once so identifying the 

information to collect ahead of time is very important (there might 
be opportunities to clarify and elaborate later date but likely not). 

The goal is collect a good variety of information in sufficient depth 
but not make the interview too long. 

 
 
· Oral interview topics have to be prioritized because of limited time and asked through open-ended 

questions (not a checklist or yes/no questions) by an engaging interviewer to get candid responses. 
· Interviewees should be aware of topics ahead of time to allow them to prepare and give their 

informed consent to participate. Afterwards, they should be encouraged to listen to or read their 
interview to add details or clarify; however, the original interview itself should not be modified with 
deletions or changes (without very good reason) – it is difficult to excise and change recordings.  

· Might be value in having both individual and group interviews. Pros and cons to each e.g. groups 
members might stimulate each other but some might over-power others and transcription is hard to 
identify who is talking.  

· Accurate and complete transcriptions are necessary for future access because technologies 
change and audio recordings are difficult to search.  
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Sub-topics 
Some topics from the overall list can be greatly enriched, or only answered, with oral interviews. Others 
are more effectively gathered in written sources such as newspapers, census, local histories, 
directories, homestead records, etc.  
 

Team 
EJCA History Committee: select interviewers, identify interviewees, make initial contact, supply tokens 
of appreciation, consult on topics and keep abreast of progress. 

History project manager: identify topics of interest, prepare invitation and consent letter drafts, prepare 
interview guide, consult on interview process and transcription and storage of data. 

Interviewers / project managers 
- assist with organisation of project information sessions 
- send potential interviewees invitations  
- set up interview times and places 
- assist with making up the interview guide  
- become familiar with DVR (digital voice recorder) - perhaps even recommend a model to purchase 
- conduct interviews (including arranging small gift, get informed consent on paper and on recording) 
- format recorded interview (i.e. save as audio file in appropriate place, make back-up file, transcribe 

or coordinate with transcriber, make and forward CD and paper copy of interview and transcription 
to interviewee) 

- provide history committee with updates and blurbs that could be included in Moshi Moshi and/or on 
website 

- make recommendations for, and implement, improvements 
- train other interviewers if and when necessary 
- other related duties 

 
Future:  
- gradually assume coordination of whole project 
- initiate, coordinate, conduct archival research using other sources (e.g. directories, local histories, 

newspapers, etc) 
 
Time commitment: 2-10 hours per week depending on stage of project 

 

Collect 
Identify: EJCA history committee or EJCA board members will identify prospective interviewees based 
on personal knowledge and recommendations from community members. 
 
Recruit: EJCA history committee or EJCA board members will make initial contact with prospective 
interviewees and will forward an explanatory invitation (see appendix – Invitation to Participate) 
containing an RSVP. Interviewers will make contact to set up times and locations for interviews and 
follow-up contacts. 
 
Consent / Copyright:  

Some interviewees may feel uncomfortable signing a legal document and think it is unnecessary. 
However, academic researchers, museums, and archives are increasingly subject to 
misunderstandings about what this information might be used for and who might see it. People often 
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don't realise their recorded comments might be heard by relatives, friends/enemies, or 
researchers/journalists; published in books or on the web, or put in archives for future generations. 
Their information will be invaluable to future generations but they usually don’t have any way to correct 
misunderstandings. We have to be careful to respect people's privacy yet somehow get the 'interesting' 
stories. Above all, we want clarify before spending a lot of time on preparation, interviews, transcription, 
and follow-ups only to have a participant (or relatives) later realise the implications and ask to have 
interview deleted. It is better to have them decline early. 
 
Consent form: modeled on Provincial Archives of Alberta form since we are likely to eventually 
deposit copies from this project there (see appendix – Consent Form). Verbal consent will be 
confirmed on recording because paper permission is hard to keep attached to recordings.  

 
Interview process: 
 Individual (group might be interesting but really hard to distinguish speakers in recording) 
 1-1.5 hours 
 Bring snack or gift  
 Pre-research – bring photos or some other relevant props 
 Post-interview follow-up: clarify, add details, review transcript or recording 
 
 
Interview guide: (see appendix) 
 KEY POINTS:  

o Record date and interviewer’s name 
o Ask interviewee for name and age 
o Confirm acceptance of informed consent on recording (shorter version of form in case 

they get separated in future) 
· Tips: clarify, probe, follow-up, don’t interrupt unless necessary 

 
Recording method:  

Digital voice recorder files saved to computer drive (possibly external drive), possibly cleaned 
up with program like Audacity, and burned to CD (for collection and interviewee) 
 

Format 
 Copies of original recording on CD  + transcription + index 

 

 

Sources: Archival information  
  

Newspapers, census data, maps, directories, homestead records. 
(future stage of project) 

 

 

Sub-topics 
All topics are potentially to be found in archival sources. 
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Collect 
Locate: Provincial Archives of Alberta 
Recording method (Copyright): Can pages/maps/screens be photocopied? How should they be cited?  

Format 
 Copies of original information + transcription for word processing/searching + index 

 

 

Sources: Personal Archives and Records 
  

Journals, diaries, photographs, recordings, videos, correspondence. 
(future stage of the project) 

 

 

Sub-topics 
All topics are potentially to be found in personal archives and records.  

Collect 
Locate: Provincial Archives of Alberta 
Recording method (Copyright):  

Can pages/maps/screens be photocopied? How should they be cited?  
Separate form for permission 

Format 
 Originals or Copies of original information + transcription for word processing/searching + index 

 

 

Analysis 
 

What common topics arise out of various sources? How can this 
information be re-arranged to tell different stories? 

 

 

This section will be expanded as necessary in the future 
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Publish 
 

How to share the findings. Books, presentations, web pages, video, 
audio recordings. 

 
 
 

 
The data collected can be rearranged and repackaged in many ways if the information is preserved in a 
flexible form.  

 

 

Refine 
 

Prototyping means “fail early, fail cheaply.” Hours of work will be 
spent on collecting information with often no opportunity to go back 

and ask/find more. It is crucial to do this project in short stages so we 
don’t put in hours of work only to  realise we wished we’d identified 

another interesting topic or the files don’t save properly. 
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Appendices 

Recruitment Letter 
[Inside Address] 

Edmonton Japanese Community Association 
Edmonton, AB, T6E 5H6 

(780) 466-8166 
Dear     

Title: History of Japanese-Canadians in Edmonton Area Project – oral interviews 
 
The Edmonton Japanese Community Association is documenting the history, experiences, and 
contributions of the Japanese-Canadian (and Japanese) communities in the Edmonton area 
from pioneer times to the present. Using various sources like oral interviews, newspapers, 
census, directories, photos, local histories, we would like to investigate topics such as:  
 
· ORIGINS - where born, why they came to Edmonton, where else they lived before or after 

Edmonton and why.  
· FOOD - gardens, stores, recipes, buying co-ops 
· SHELTER - neighbourhoods, styles of house, furniture 
· CLOTHING - styles, influences, where it was bought or ordered 
· RECREATION - play, leisure, games, hobbies 
· SOCIAL CONNECTIONS - neighbours, church, associations (e.g. EJCA), contributions to 

Edmonton's development, interactions with non-Japanese 
· EDUCATION – schools attended, nationalities of friends 
· JOBS  - what jobs done, pay rates, relations with colleagues 
· LANGUAGE - spoken at home, dialects, words specific to Alberta or Canada 
· BUSINESSES – what Japanese businesses existed in Edmonton. 
· POPULATION (size and demographics) – how big was/is Japanese-Canadian community, 

what characteristics (e.g. age, income) 
· CULTURE – what traditions were maintained, modified, or discarded; culture shock 

memories; family heirlooms and archives,  
· NOTABLE FIGURES 
· IDENTITY – what makes someone Japanese-Canadian? Personal source of strength and 

inspiration? 
· ADVICE to younger and future generations.  
 
The goal is to collect this information in one place so community members, future generations, 
and researchers can learn about local history and create a variety of e publications such as 
books, articles, presentations, web pages, and who knows what else. 
 
We would like to interview you to discover your memories and thoughts on these topics. The 
interview would take 60 – 90 minutes at a time and place convenient for you. It will be recorded 
and transcribed. The interviewer will ask some specific questions and will also let you share 
information you feel is important.  
 
You don’t have to answer any questions you don’t want to and can stop the interview at any 
point. We will give you a recorded copy of your interview to share with whoever you wish.  
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IMPORTANT: it is very possible that whole interviews (or parts) might be used for various forms 
of research, publication, broadcast, theatre performance, display, lecture or other uses in the 
future. It is also likely that the results of this project will be deposited in other locations such as 
the Provincial Archives of Alberta or Japanese Canadian National Museum.  
 
Therefore, you will be asked to sign a consent form and verbally acknowledge your consent for 
the interview before it begins. This is common in historical research to make sure people are 
well-aware of who might have access to the interview and what it might be used for. It might 
seem too formal for a project like this but we want to make sure there are no hard feelings or 
surprises in the future.  
 
We hope you will participate in this important project especially since very little work has been 
done on the history of Japanese in northern Alberta. It will be greatly appreciated by current and 
future generations.  
 
If you are willing to be interviewed or have any questions, please contact: 
 .  
 
Thank you very much. 

Informed Consent 
 
ORAL HISTORY /AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING RELEASE FORM 
 
I acknowledge that I am providing the information in this recorded interview so that it may stored 
and shared with others. Initially, it will be kept by the Edmonton Japanese Community 
Association but will likely be deposited at the Provincial Archives of Alberta or similar trusted 
repository (e.g. Japanese Canadian Museum and Archives).  I understand and acknowledge 
that once deposited, that archive has legal custody and control of the information I am providing 
in my recorded interview, including all proprietary rights. 
 
Once the recording and transcript have been deposited, researchers will routinely be allowed to 
listen and view.  Use in whole or in part of any form for research, publication, broadcast, theatre 
performance, display, lecture or other uses will be allowed at the discretion of the repository. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to ensure proper credit and acknowledgment is given to you for 
your contributions. 
 
I understand and accept the conditions stated above and I have no concerns regarding the 
release of the information contained in the recorded interview. 
     
Name, address, telephone number and email address of interviewee: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

I agree / do not agree (circle one) that my name, address and phone number may be shared 
with researchers if requested and approved by repository holding my records. (Optional) 
___________________________________________              _______________________ 
Signature of Interviewee      Date 
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Interview Guide 
Preparation 

ð DVR (adaptor, headphones, SD card) 
ð Extension cord 
ð Informed consent form (2 copies) 
ð Blank paper / pens 
ð Small gift 
 

Meeting interviewee 
 
[NEED TO DETERMINE PROCEDURE HERE] 
 
Recorder Set-up 
 
1) Attach base, adaptor, headphones 
2) Place DVR between people 
3) Select front + rear mics (“surround 2ch”) – use   buttons 
4) Test recording:  

a. press orange · once (blinking red) to hear sound levels through headphones 
b. press orange · again (solid red) to record – test ‘front’ mic then ‘rear’ mic 
c. adjust recording level to max (without loudest sound exceeding limit) 
d. press orange · again (no light) 
e. press /|| to hear test recording 

 

File recording times:  

Stereo Mode 

REC Format 
SD/SDHC Card Capacity 

1GB 4GB 8GB 16GB 32GB 

MP3 
128kbps 17hrs 

21min. 
69hrs 
26min. 

138hrs 
53min. 

277hrs 
46min. 

555hrs 
33min. 

320kbps 6hrs 56min. 27hrs 
46min. 55hrs 33min. 151hrs 6min. 342hrs 

13min. 

WAV 

16bit / 
44.1kHz 1hr 34min. 6hrs 17min. 12hrs 35min. 25hrs 11min. 50hrs 23min. 

16bit / 48kHz 1hr 26min. 5hrs 47min. 11hrs 34min. 23hrs 8min. 46hrs 17min. 
24bit / 96kHz  28min. 1hrs 55min. 3hrs 51min. 7hrs 42min. 15hrs 25min. 

4-Channel Mode 

REC Format 
SD/SDHC Card Capacity 

1GB 4GB 8GB 16GB 32GB 

WAV 
16bit / 
44.1kHz 47min. 3hrs 8min. 6hrs 17min. 12hrs 35min. 25hrs 11min. 

24bit / 48kHz 28min. 1hrs 55min. 3hrs 51min. 7hrs 42min. 15hrs 25min. 
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Pre -Interview 

Remember!: clarify, probe, follow-up, interrupt only if necessary 
 
1) Start DVR (same buttons as test recording):  

a. * note folder, file number, and interviewee name on paper  
2) Record date and interviewer’s name 
3) Ask interviewee for name and age.  
4) Confirm acceptance of informed consent [about 1½ minutes] 

a. “You already signed the consent form but just in case it gets separated from the 
recording, I need to confirm it on tape.  

i. Your interview will be stored and shared with current and future 
generations including researchers. Do you agree? 

ii. For now, it will be kept by the Edmonton Japanese Community 
Association. It might eventually be deposited at another trusted site like 
the Provincial Archives of Alberta or the Japanese Canadian Museum 
which will then have custody and control of this interview. Do you agree? 

iii. Researchers will be allowed to listen, view, and potentially use your 
interview for a variety of purposes including but not limited to: research, 
publication, broadcast, theatre performance, display, lecture or other uses 
at the discretion of the repository. Reasonable efforts will be made to 
ensure proper credit and acknowledgment is given to you for your 
contributions. Do you agree? 

iv. OK, let’s start the fun part! 
 
Interview 
 (occasionally note time on recorder and current topic – for later checking) 
 
[NEED TO DECIDE ON INTERVIEW QUESTIONS AND ORDER HERE] 
 
*Note folder, file, and time on paper at end of interview 
 
Post-interview (on-site) 

 
1. Thank interviewee, tell them we will send a recording copy and transcript when prepared. 
2. Ensure DVR is off and all pieces packed 

 
Post-interview (off-site) 
 
Transfer DVR file to external hard drive? Computer drive?  

Naming convention = lastname_firstname_date (e.g. sulz_david_21April2010.wav)  

1. USB method (might have to download new driver for windows7 or H2 system update: 
(save to desktop, right click to extract, double click application to install): 
http://www.zoom.co.jp/english/download/software/h2.php  

a. Connect DVR with USB cables 

b. Press (menu) then | until “USB” 
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c. press orange ·, choose “storage”, press orange · again 

d. Removable disc  icon will appear in “my computer” 

e. Save to ??? and rename with naming convention  

f. Delete recorded files from DVR when safely transferred   

g. Eject DVR from computer USB 

2. SD card method 

a. Make sure DVR power is off  then remove SD card. 

b. Insert SD card into computer and use as removable drive. 

c. Save to ??? 

Burn CD using windows media or other program 

[NEED TO DETERMINE PROCEDURE] 

Transcription of file 

[NEED TO DETERMINE WHO WILL DO THIS] 

Thank you letter (with copy of recording and transcript, if available) 
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Job interview situations 
Oral interviewer position  
   
Previous interviewing skill is not as important as a friendly manner and ability to engage 
interviewees in conversation. They need to be able to guide the conversation and recognise if 
they need to contribute more to keep it going on track or sit back and let the interviewee talk if 
they are already on track. They also have to be interested in organising the 'data' afterwards 
and think about how it will be accessible in the future.  
  
Applicants should be given questions ahead of time so they have a chance to think about them 
– the interview is not necessarily a test to see what they already know off the tops of their heads.  
 
Job interview questions 
  
 - This position relates to an EJCA project to collect information about the history of Japanese-
Canadians in the Edmonton area. There are several places we could get information about this 
history - what are some of the potential sources you can think of? 
  
- What sorts topics do think would be interesting to collect information on? That is, what sorts of 
things might historians and other researchers as well as younger and future generations be 
interested in knowing about the history of Japanese-Canadians in the Edmonton area? 
  
- The major task of this job for now will be conducting oral interviews and organizing the 
information afterwards. Could you walk us through the steps you think are necessary to get this 
done? You can assume we will already have a list of people to contact.  
  
- What qualities or techniques do you think help make a successful interview? 
  
- Here are a few topics of interest from our draft interview guide. Take about 2 minutes to look it 
over just outside the door then we'll ask you to come in and start an interview with one of us. 
You can pretend this is the interviewee's house or apartment and you are knocking at the door. 
We only want this to take about 5 minutes so don't worry that it is abrupt and shorter than the 
real interview - we just want to see how you would start the interview, ask questions, and end 
the interview. We know this is artificial situation and you would be better prepared for the real 
interviews. 
 

ORIGINS - where were you born, why you came to Edmonton, where else you lived before 
or after Edmonton and why.  
RECREATION - play, leisure, games, hobbies 
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Background Materials and Samples 
 

Informed Consent:  
 
The academic ‘gold standard’ in Canada is the Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Research 
Involving Humans  but there are many concerns about its rigidness especially by humanities 
scholars including historians. In short, this policy is based on medical research where anonymity, 
confidentiality, and eventual data destruction are the norm and seen as essential to privacy and 
dignity. This is exactly opposite to historical research where: 
 
· goal is to document and archive the lives of individuals (not groups) to highlight 

contributions people make in social and political life, to explore fissures within groups, and 
map the changing boundaries of “community.” 

· Data retention is the whole point of the exercise! (data destruction destroys the project) 
· initial research questions may be outlined  but specific questions and shifts in focus often 

occurs during interviews with individuals.  
· consent to participate can take a variety of forms, written being only one of them  
· asking questions about sensitive issues is part of the historical inquiry into private life 

(subject to interviewee’s right to not answer any question) 
· some individuals and communities find anonymity offensive to their religion and culture (e.g. 

some Mennonites and First Nations.) 
· identifying individuals can give power a face: anonymity limits ability associate individuals 

with their actions or acknowledge the of power by certain people over others 
 
More Background: 

· Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Research Involving Humans: 
http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique/tcps-eptc/readtcps-lireeptc/  

· Historians’ comments on Tri-Council Policy Statement (http://www.cha-
shc.ca/en/Advocacy_51/items/14.html) 

· Oral History Association’s Evaluation Guide: 
http://www.oralhistory.org/wiki/index.php/Evaluation_Guide 

 
Sample 1: Provincial Archives of Alberta  

Courtesy of Tom Anderson, Private Records archivist) 

ORAL HISTORY /AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING RELEASE FORM 
 

(To be used by non-government employees when conducting interviews with the intent of 
depositing the interviews at the Provincial Archives of Alberta) 
 
I acknowledge that I am providing the information in this recorded interview so that it may be 
deposited at the Provincial Archives of Alberta.  I also understand and acknowledge that once 
deposited, the Provincial Archives of Alberta has legal custody and control of the information I 
am providing in my recorded interview, including all proprietary rights. 
 
Once the tape has been deposited in the Provincial Archives of Alberta, researchers will 
routinely be allowed to listen to/view the tape in the Reading Room at the Provincial Archives of 
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Alberta.  Use in whole or in part of any form for research, publication, broadcast, theatre 
performance, display, lecture or other uses will be allowed at the discretion of the Provincial 
Archives of Alberta. 
 
I understand and accept the conditions stated above and I have no concerns regarding the 
release of the information contained in the recorded interview. 
___________________________________________              _______________________ 
Signature of Interviewee        Date 
     
Name, address, telephone number and email address of interviewee: 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
 
I agree that my name, address and phone number may be shared with researchers if requested 
by researchers. (Optional) 
___________________________________________              _______________________ 
Signature of Interviewee      Date 
Revised January 2009 
 

Sample 2: UofA: Invitation and informed consent: anonymous and confidential 

Courtesy of Dr. Tanya Berry 

a) information sheet / invitation 
 
Title: Evaluation of the Healthy U initiative – refocus on seniors. 
Principal Investigator: [Name and inside address]   
 
Dear Participant, 
 
This is a group discussion to find out how you think about some TV commercials about healthy 
eating and exercise. We are interested in knowing more about your opinions about these 
commercials because many people don’t pay attention to commercials but a lot of money is 
spent making them. 
 
If you want to be in this group, it will take about 60 – 90 minutes. You will be asked questions 
about some TV commercials and will be shown some commercials to comment on. We will 
audio-tape the focus groups. You might not want to answer questions and you are free to not 
answer any questions you don’t want to. You are also free to stop participating at any time 
without consequence. If you want to stop, please just tell xxx. Also, other people might talk 
about what you said when the group is over, but it is important that everyone respect each 
other’s opinions and not discuss what was said during this meeting. By participating you might 
learn something about health promotion advertising and about physical activity or healthy eating. 
You can choose to end your participation at any time with no questions asked.  
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You answers will be kept private by the researcher. The tapes will be kept in a locked room and 
no one will hear them except xxx or xxx. After the data have been copied from the tapes into a 
written document, the tapes will be erased. Everyone will be assigned a code number and 
names will not be used. Normally data are kept for seven years after we have published any 
papers, after which it may be destroyed. 
 
If you have any questions about this project, please feel free to call Dr. xxx at (xxx)-xxx-xxxx. 
You may also e-mail any questions you might have. If you have further concerns about this 
study, you may contact Dr. xxx, Chair of the Faculty Research Ethics Board, at (xxx) xxx-xxxx. 
Dr. xxx has no direct involvement with this project. 
 
Thank you 
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b) Consent Form 
 
Title of Project:  Evaluation of the Healthy U initiative – refocus on seniors. 
Principal Investigator and contact info:  xxx  
 
Do you understand that you have been asked to be in a research study? Yes No 
Have you read and received a copy of the attached Information Sheet Yes No 
Do you understand the benefits and risks involved in taking part in this 
research study? 

Yes No 

Have you had an opportunity to ask questions and discuss this study? Yes No 
Do you understand that you are free to refuse to participate, or to withdraw 
from the study at any time, without consequence, and that your information 
will be withdrawn at your request, if you ask within two weeks of this group 
meeting? 

Yes No 

Has the issue of confidentiality been explained to you? Do you understand 
who will have access to your information? 

Yes No 

Do you consent to being audio-taped? Yes No 
 
This study was explained to me by:        
 
I agree to take part in this study: yes / no 
 
          
Signature of Research Participant  Date        
          
Printed Name         
 
I believe that the person signing this form understands what is involved in the study and 
voluntarily agrees to participate. 
            
Signature of Investigator or Designee   Date 
 
THE INFORMATION SHEET MUST BE ATTACHED TO THIS CONSENT FORM AND A COPY 
GIVEN TO THE RESEARCH SUBJECT 
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Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Pre-war Origin Family Ken Tanaka 1940s Ken's oldest sister Mary was born in 
BC in 1941, while Ken and his 
younger sister and brother were all 
born in Lethbridge.

Pre-war Origin Family Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Outline of father's businesses in 
Prince Rupert. Father's first marriage - 
Henry's step family.

Shotaro 
Shimizu, Shoji 
(Andy) Shimizu, 
George 
Nishikaze.

Pre-war Origin Life in other 
locations

Diane 
Nawata

1922 Father came to Canada in 1922 and 
worked at a paper mill in Ocean Falls, 
B.C. He went back to Japan, married 
and came back.

Father born in 
1903.

Japanese were not 
treated well in B.C. 
before the war.

Pre-war Origin Life in other 
locations

Diane 
Nawata

1933 Born in 1933, went to two-year 
kindergarten. Started elementary 
school. Japanese family lived in 
isolated area from other Canadians. 
But children played together.

Have one 
brother.

Diane went to a 
Japanese Language 
school at the Ocean 
Falls.

Pre-war Food Japanese food Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Nakamura market gardening, food co-
op.

Pre-war Shelter Grandma 
Uyehara

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Grandma Uyehara's rooming house. Mrs. Uyehara. 
Dr. Taro Yoneda 
and Yoneyamas, 
Kay, Albert, and 
Henry 
Shimbashi 
stayed the 
rooming house.

Henry Shimbashi is still in 
Edmonton. May be interview 
him about the rooming house?

Many University 
students from 
Japanese families lived 
at the rooming house 
to go to U of A. It was 
only University in 
Alberta. 

Pre-war Social Opal Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1930 - 1940 Previous Opal family. Ben and Flo 
Shikaze, 
Chizuko Kimura, 
Kiyooka, Kay 
Nakamura, 
Bruce/Jim/Frank 
Kimura.

Insert 2 - 1



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Pre-war Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Matsuba family. George 
Matsuba, (nisei) 
Walter Matsuba.

George and Walter 
Matsuba might know 
about Uyehara 
rooming house. 

Pre-war Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Original Edmontonians - George and 
Tami Tsujikawa. Reg and Tiki 
Miyashita.

George and 
Tami Tsujikawa. 
Reg and Tiki 
Miyashita.

Get more information from Tami 
and Tiki.

Pre-war Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Miyagishima 
family.

Can get information from Taxi 
Miyagishima.

Pre-war Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Retired and living in Edmonton. Shoz (Shozo) 
and Mitzi Yasui.

Pre-war Education Education Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

In Raymond, she attended Japanese 
Language School. After Raymond, 
she went to Calgary for education.

When did she moved to Calgary 
for education?

Pre-war Language Japanese 
school

Aki Nawata 1937-42? Aki went to Japanese school in 
Vancouver before the war - classes 
were held after regular school hours. 
Meiwa Gakuen was the name of the 
school.

Pre-war Language Language Joyce 
Kiyooka

1930 - Parents spoke Japanese and mom 
taught Joyce "broken Japanese".  
Joyce still speaks a little Japanese 
but understands more.

Pre-war Business Barber shop Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Barber shop . Sugizo 
Nakamura, 
Hanako 
Nakamura, Mrs. 
Saito.

Pre-war Business Barber shop Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Nakamura barbershop. George 
Nakamura.

Insert 2 - 2



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Pre-war Population Opal Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Japanese pioneer families in Opal 
(Kimura, Yamauchi, Kinoshita, 
Kiyooka, Nakamura).

Kimura, 
Yamauchi, 
Kinoshita, 
Kiyooka, 
Nakamura.

Pre-war Culture Experience 
living in Japan

Isao 
Yamamoto

1934 No problems adjusting because in BC 
there was sort of a Japanese 
community, and spoke Japanese.

Pre-war Culture Living in 
Japan

Tom Sando 1926-1938? Long discussion of growing up in 
Japan pre-war before coming back to 
Canada.

During 
War

Origin Work life Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1942? John moved to sugar beets farm at 
McGraw in southern Alberta. John 
came to Edmonton for attending U of 
A in 1950.

During 
War

Origin Kika-nisei: Life 
in Japan

Sachiko 
Nagata

1934 - 1958 Stayed in Sakai Minato, Tottori-ken. Grandmother was sick 
and Sachiko's family 
looked after her 
grandmother in Sakai 
Minato.

During 
War

Origin Life in Japan George 
Tsuruda

1942 Went to Japan with father, step-
mother and brothers. (Mother died 
when he was 8 years old). Graduated 
from high school and worked for 
Mitsubishi. Supported step-mother 
and three brothers..

During 
War

Origin Life in other 
locations

Diane 
Nawata

1942 Sold most of belongings and moved 
to sugar beets farm in southern 
Alberta.

Family supported CCF 
(NDP) as CCF only 
stood up for Japanese.

During 
War

Origin Internment Tom Sando 1941 Long discussion of internment at 
Angler

During 
War

Origin Internment Henry 
Shimizu

1942 Lived in New Denver internment 
camp

Insert 2 - 3



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

During 
War

Shelter Grandma 
Uyehara

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

1945 Hard to find place to live in Edmonton 
so rented one of two upstairs room in 
Mrs. Uyehara's mother / mother-in-
law's house. 2 rooms she rented to 
Japanese. 

Mrs. Uyehara.

During 
War

Social Gordon 
Hirabayashi

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1942? Gordon Hirabayashi went to a prison 
as he refused to go to camp in USA. 
He became a Sociology professor at 
U of A. USA cancelled his criminal 
record with apology in year (?).

Gordon 
Hirabayashi.

Which year?

During 
War

Education University Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1944? Restriction to Japanese during the 
war in Alberta - Lucy's sister wanted 
to do medicine at U of A but they did 
not allowed her to enroll.

During 
War

Culture Life during 
War

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1940 - Still has a fingerprint card.  
Remembers being called "Jap"; very 
hurtful; mom and dad were Canadian 
citizens.

During 
War

Culture Internment Tom Sando 1941 Many references to his book about 
wartime POW camp in Japanese with 
sketches. Also "Misty Skeena River". 
"Christmas in New Denver".

Collect his books/articles.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Returning to 
Canada 

Dick 
Shimoda

1962 Canadian law changed so that those 
born in Canada were able to get 
Canadian citizenship. Dick was able 
to get his Canadian citizenship and 
return in 1962 (Toronto). Noriko was 
able to immigrate in 1963 because 
they were married. They lived in 
Toronto.

Insert 2 - 4



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Experience 
Returning to 
Canada

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950 Wasn't easy coming back because 
he didn't speak English so had to 
start all over again.  Immigrants were 
coming from Europe so they had a 
night schools where he learned 
English. Came to Edmonton from 
Winnipeg because the Lutheran 
pastor was moving the Edm.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Marriage Sachiko 
Nagata

1958 Came back to Tabor, Canada, to get 
married. 

The marriage was 
arranged between 
Sachiko's and Takeo's 
mothers.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Marriage Sachiko 
Nagata

1958 Wedding was held at a church in 
Tabor. Moved to Edmonton October 
or November (it was snowing on the 
move day)

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Marriage Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Met Yoshihiro at a concert, got 
married, and decided to stay in 
Canada.

Yoshihiro. Felt Edmonton was 
very empty compared 
to Kyoto.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin marriage Jim Hoyano Not 
Answered

Met Yumiko at university in Chemistry 
department. She came to work for 1 
year in lab of Prof Masamune.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Edmonton 
post-was

Henry 
Shimizu

1946 Parents worked at Misericorida 
Hospital. Henry and sister lived in 
basements suite and worked as relief 
elevator operators.

Grace Shimizu.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Life in the 
North

Akiko Ito      1963 - 
1969?

Child birth - While she lived in the 
North, Akiko came to Edmonton for 
delivery of three children, Sally, 
Daniel, and Cathy.

Was this special or fairy 
common for people in the 
North?

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Education Joyce 
Kiyooka

About 1954 Moved from Opal to go to Alberta 
College in Edmonton.

Insert 2 - 5



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Family Daiyo 
Sawada

1945-1960 Daiyo and 5 older brothers and 
sisters grew up in Pincher Creek, 
Alberta. His father was a barber and 
married twice.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Why came to 
Canada

Keiko Frueh 1961 She wanted to have challenge and 
explore Canada.

Post War 
to 1969

Origin Transportation Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Came to Canada as a visitor, by 
Canadian Pacific Airline.

She came to Canada 
with six-month visa.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese food Sachiko 
Nagata

Not 
Answered

Bought Japanese food from 
Nakagama in Lethbridge.

  

Post War 
to 1969

Food Food Heidi 
Matsune

1965? - Sushi, New Year's food, Mochi,   
Christmas gathering. 

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese food Keiko Frueh 1961 - 
1970?

First, she ordered rice and soy sauce 
at Nakamura's Barbershop. After the 
Barbershop closed, purchased 
through Sugiura at Silk-O-Lina. 

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese food Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Co-op and Silk-O-Lina: Kind of fabric 
store. Mr. Sugiura ordered Japanese 
food and became like a co-op. Mr. 
Sugiura stocked extra rice and other 
Japanese food.

Mr. Sugiura, 
father of Jackie 
Sugiura, 
Shimizu, Inoue, 
Katayama, Mrs. 
Iwashita.

Mr. Inoue ran Silk-O-
Lina in Calgary. Then, 
moved to Edmonton.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese 
Celebrations

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1950's, 
1960's

Mom used to cook things to celebrate 
oshogatsu.  Mom used to cook 
mostly western food.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese 
Ingredients

Dick 
Shimoda

Not 
Answered

Obtaining ingredients was a problem, 
even salmon.  They had theirs sent 
from Japan and when Dick went to 
Toronto on business, he brought 
ingredients back.

Insert 2 - 6



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Food Food Toshiko 
Yamamoto

Not 
Answered

Cooked many kinds of Japanese food 
but the kids didn't like it.  There 
weren't very many Japanese food 
available but Mr. Sugiura ordered 
rice, shoyu and miso from 
Vancouver.  We ordered from Mr. 
Sugiura and the shipments came to 
Mr. Nakamura's barber shop.

Fill in the reason why … "****" in 
the transcript.  Check spelling of 
names.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Food Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's Missed Japanese food because he 
was living with a non-Japanese family 
before he got married.  Missed fresh 
fish (sashimi) the most.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese food Diane 
Nawata

Not 
Answered

Mother was a good cook. She 
cooked Shogatsu Japanese food.

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese food Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

from Sugiuras - order rice, shoyu, 
Japanese produce.

Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Food Japanese 
Businesses

Jim Hoyano 1960s Grocery store and tofu maker - Philip 
Shimbo and wife. He later moved to 
Vancouver. 

Philip Shimbo 
and wife.

Post War 
to 1969

Shelter living in 
Edmonton

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

late 40s Rented little place next to Mrs. 
Nakamura's barber shop on 95 st and 
97 st. Then bought house at Forest 
Heights.

Nakamura.

Post War 
to 1969

Recreation Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Saturday night dances, games and 
pot-luck at Bissell Centre.

Post War 
to 1969

Recreation Church Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

United church across from the Bissell 
centre. Used downstairs gym for 
Christmas party, badminton, table 
tennis, chow mein suppers and 
Christmas concert. From this 
gathering, Curling club and golf 
tournament started and lasting for 
over 35 years.

Nakamuras and 
Saitos.

Year?

Insert 2 - 7



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Recreation Picnic Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Japanese store “picnic". Where was it, what things did 
she buy there she couldn't get 
elsewhere, was picnic a social 
gathering spot.

Post War 
to 1969

Recreation Curling Club Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Curing club - Curling club had 
bonspiels at Lethbridge, Calgary, and 
Edmonton.

Year of the first curling club.

Post War 
to 1969

Recreation Sports Joyce 
Kiyooka

1960's Used to curl in the Japanese league 
but didn't really associate much with 
the Japanese community except for 
things like the Christmas party 
because she was around "hakujin" 
people more.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Oldest 
members of 
the Edmonton 
community

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's/1960'
s

Mr. Nakamura was the oldest person 
in the group.  Mrs. Uyehara had 
some kind of rooming house or 
boarding house on 96th or 97th 
Street, very close to City Hall.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Opal Jim Hoyano 1960s Got to know old-time families from 
Opal at community picnics. 

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Sachiko 
Nagata

Around 1958 
-

Japanese had meetings at the Bissell 
Centre. Sachiko cooked and sold 
Chowmein.

Mrs. Nakamura          
Mrs. Tsujikawa.

Takeo looked after 
accounting of the club 
from the beginning.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell centre? Keiko Frueh Not 
Answered

Had a pot luck gathering for welcome 
Toshiko Yamamoto.

Shikaze, 
Takahashi.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

The Bissell centre: get-together was 
at the Bissell centre always. All 
Japanese resided around there.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Joyce 
Kiyooka

Not 
Answered

Used to be a Japanese young 
people's group (in their 20's) that 
used to get together at the Bissell 
Centre on 97th Street to have parties 
(like Christmas).

Yamauchi's, 
Florence 
(Ingham?), 
Shikaze's.

Insert 2 - 8



Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Isao 
Yamamoto

1960's People used to meet at the Bissell 
Church for a fundraising supper once 
a year and for chow mein.  

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's We made chowmein and the money 
went to the Bissell church.  It was a 
big event open to the public.  The 
noodles were made from scratch and 
fried them; Mr. Nakamura was always 
kneading.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's The Bissell church was a United 
church that celebrated their 100 
anniversary in the spring of 2010. The 
Japanese people were not 
necessarily Christians but it was 
more a community social gathering 
place. The church helped Japanese 
people. 

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell centre Diane 
Nawata

1953 - ? Attended activities there. Japanese 
families were very kind to students.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Aki Nawata 1950's Japanese had a social group at the 
Bissell United Church. Activities 
included dinner, dances, playing 
basketball, and other social things. 
The group numbered about 40 
people.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Bissell Centre Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Big hall, international suppers, 
homemade chow mein. People went 
to church there. Minister nice to 
Japanese. 

Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Social Church Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Catholic church. What church, any comments on 
being only Japanese in 
congregation, other nationalities 
or was that even an issue, 
where did other Japanese go to 
church, Which year?

Post War 
to 1969

Social Church Sachiko 
Nagata

1960? Sachiko did not attend church or 
temple gatherings.

Insert 2 - 9
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Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Social Christmas 
party

Keiko Frueh 1961 Attended a Christmas Party in 
December and a picnic in July, may 
be held at the Bissell centre.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Christmas 
party

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Had Christmas gathering with over 20 
university students at Lucy's parents 
place. This gathering expanded to 
Christmas parties at the Bissell 
centre where about 100 people got 
together.

Year of Christmas party at 
Lucy's parent house.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Christmas 
party

Jim Hoyano 1960s community had an annual picnic and 
Christmas party - we always went to 
meet other community members. 

Post War 
to 1969

Social Christmas 
party

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

1948 1948 Japanese community Christmas 
party at Bissell church.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Chowmein 
supper

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Chowmein supper - held every year 
at the United church. Usually about 
50 Japanese including children came 
to the gatherings.

Year of the first Chowmein 
supper.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Picnic Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's There was a picnic once a year.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Picnic Jim Hoyano 1960s community had an annual picnic and 
Christmas party - we always went to 
meet other community members. 
Regular field games and races. 
Everyone brought their own bento 
and shared. 

Post War 
to 1969

Social Picnic Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Sugiura's staying at farm with big field 
for Japanese picnics.

Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Social Other Kika 
Nisei

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's … Had Kika nisei friends. Mr. Fukoshima; 
Sachiko Nagata.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Sachiko 
Nagata

Around 1958 She knew one family. Isao Yamamoto.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Sachiko 
Nagata

1960? Japanese names Sachiko 
remembered are: Mr. & Mrs. Shimizu, 
Dr. Taro Yoneda, Dr. Shimizu.

At early Edmonton, 
there were about 20 
Japanese.
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Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Not belonged to Japanese community 
and knew only one Japanese family.

Mr. and Mrs. 
Matsuba.

Are Mr. & Mrs. Matsuba.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Keiko Frueh 1961 Mr. Shimpo, 
Isao Yamamoto

Post War 
to 1969

Social Emontonians - 
post war

Keiko Frueh 1968 Nakamura, 
Sugiura, 
Miyagishima, 
Nagata, 
Matsuba, 
Tujikawa, 
John/Jun 
Yamamoto, 
Katayama, 
Ebata, 
Shinbashi, Bill 
Kikuchi.

Keiko mentioned that 
Mrs. Uyehara had one 
son. He died young.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Change in 
Japanese 
Canadian 
population

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1960's Younger immigrants started coming 
but only saw them at the Christmas 
party; lived all over the city.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmonton 
community

Isao 
Yamamoto

1550's. Japanese Canadians came to attend 
the university and also students from 
Japan.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmonton 
community

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's … Met many Japanese people when 
they first came to Edmonton.  

Mr. & Mrs. 
Shimizu, Mr. & 
Mrs. Nakamura, 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Sugiura, the 
Miyagishima's, 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Kikuchi, Mr. & 
Mrs. Kiyooka.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Edmonton - 
post war

Diane 
Nawata

1953 - Had a lots of friends outside of 
Japanese Community. 

No contact with 
Japanese required
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Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Social EJCA Diane 
Nawata

1960? - Aki was a president. They were 
active at EJCA.

Post War 
to 1969

Social EJCA Jim Hoyano 1960s Got involved through meeting Mrs. 
Shimizu and George Tsuruda.

Post War 
to 1969

Social EJCA Not 
Answered

Henry's mother was secretary of 
fujinkai and kept minutes in 
Japanese. Minutes passed on to Aiko 
Murakami.

Aiko Murakami.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Farming 
trainees

Keiko Frueh 1968 Farming trainee program started. 
Trainees came to Lethbridge areas. 
Many moved to Edmonton areas as 
they received a landed immigrant 
status after two years.

Demachi, Oda, 
Hayakaze, 
Shigemitsu.

Many trainees moved 
to Edmonton, refer to 
"Tomo no Kai".

Post War 
to 1969

Social New 
Immigrants

Jim Hoyano 1960s "we knew there weren't many 
Japanese families in Edmonton at the 
time".

Post War 
to 1969

Social Japanese in 
Edmonton

Jim Hoyano 1960s About 50 or 60 families.

Post War 
to 1969

Social University Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

U of A graduates. Aki and Diane 
Nawata.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Mrs. Shimizu Jim Hoyano 1960s Mrs Shimizu new all Japanese in 
Edmonton. When someone new 
came, she invited them over and 
introduced herself. Very involved in 
EJCA. Met her through wife Yumiko.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Friends and 
relatives

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Nakamura children -  Bill, Lillian, 
Irene, Eddie, Rosie, Jeannie.

Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Social Friends and 
relatives

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Mrs. Saito acquaintance. Later Mrs. 
Kiyooka, Mrs. Yamauchi.

Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Social Friends and 
relatives

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

No obvious acts of racism at 
University of Alberta.

Eiko Iwashita, 
Kaien Shimizu.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Home Doctors Keiko Frueh 1961 Dr. Yoneda, Dr. 
Kato.
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topics
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Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Social Prince 
Takamado

Keiko Frueh 1967 Prince and Princes Takamado visited 
Edmonton when they came to 
Lethbridge for the opening of the 
Japanese Garden.

Post War 
to 1969

Social Prince 
Takamado

Jim Hoyano 1960s Consul general's office had some 
picnic when the opened and Prince 
Takamodo and wife were there. 

Post War 
to 1969

Social language 
program

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

John Ito (famous actor) in Japanese 
school, cute little fellow tap dancing.

John Ito. Dates?

Post War 
to 1969

Education University Diane 
Nawata

1953 Moved to Edmonton after finished 
high school in Lethbridge. Completed 
Education degree. There were not 
many female students, most of them 
were in Education.

There were shortage of 
teachers.

Post War 
to 1969

Education University Aki Nawata 1950's When Aki was at the U of A in the 
early 1950s, he remembers that there 
were about 7 or 8 Japanese, all 
Nisei.; Shozo Yasui, Ben Shikaze, 
Henry Shimizu, Hiro Naka, and others 
whose names he couldn't remember.

Post War 
to 1969

Education University Daiyo 
Sawada

1962-1971 Graduated from the U of A in 1964. 
After teaching for one year, came 
back to U of A for a Masters degree 
which he obtained in 1966. Became a 
faculty member after that, getting his 
PhD from Penn. State in 1971. After 
that Daiyo taught at the U of A.

Post War 
to 1969

Education University Jim Hoyano 1960s Came to U of A 1963 to study 
chemistry. BA 1966, PhD 1971.

Post War 
to 1969

Education Education Henry 
Shimizu

1946 Henry and Grace attended Garneau 
school.

Post War 
to 1969

Education Education Henry 
Shimizu

1950 Entered U of A medical school in 
1950.
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Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Education Education Henry 
Shimizu

1948 Many Japanese Canadians (nisei) 
came to University of Alberta.

Ben Shikaze, 
Sho Yasui, Nick 
Yoshida, Aki 
Nawata, Henry 
Hasegawa, 
Alberta 
Shimbashi, Roy 
Tsuyuki, Yoi 
Sugiura, Taro 
Yoneda, Joe 
Kato.

Post War 
to 1969

Education Life in other 
locations

Diane 
Nawata

1949 Moved to Lethbridge and finished 
high school.

Diane attended 7 
different schools. 
There were no oriental 
children around.

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work life Sachiko 
Nagata

Not 
Answered

Did baby sitting for two years. She said that she was 
not good in English, 
who did she baby sat 
in which year?

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work life Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

Husband worked at Silk-O-Lina, 
Calgary and Edmonton.

Sugiura.

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work Life Joyce 
Kiyooka

Not 
Answered

Worked for the Alberta Government 
and legal firm.

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work life George 
Tsuruda

1952 Back to Canada and joined to the Air 
Force.

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work life Diane 
Nawata

1957? - ? She taught at elementary school, 
grade 2 and 3.

Where and how long did she 
taught?

Jim Hoyano was her 
students.

Post War 
to 1969

Jobs Work life Tom Sando 1963 Got job with foundation company. 
$350 a month. Same company till 
retirement in 1987 - forman, 
superintendent, building foundation 
specialist. 

Post War 
to 1969

Language Language 
program

Jim Hoyano 1950s learned some Japanese language in 
Coaldale when young.
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Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Business Grandma 
Uyehara

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Uyehara barber shop and rooming 
house.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Barber shop Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

late 40s Younger Mrs. Uyehara was a barber 
and had a shop. Also a rooming 
house with her husband. 

Mrs. Uyehara.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Work life Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Chick-sexing business ( George, 
Reg, and George Matsuba), went to 
Japan and learn technique.

 George, Reg, 
and George 
Matsuba.

Get more information from Tami 
and Tiki.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Work life Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Ike was a chauffeur for a family. Ike and Betty 
Ebata, both 
deceased.

Their daughter Donna 
is in Abbotsford.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Edmonton 
Businesses

Isao 
Yamamoto

Not 
Answered

Mrs. Uyehara's boarding house; Mr. 
Sugizo had a barber shop, Mr. Inouye 
had a clothing store, fabric called Silk-
lina, then son (Tak/ Takushi? Came 
from Vancouver. 

Post War 
to 1969

Business EJCA Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Mr. Kikuchi was a Nisei and 
president; Mr. Katayama was 
president too. A number of 
professionals: Henry Shimizu went 
into medicine and Katayama-san's 
son was a doctor, Shikaze san was 
an accountant.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Consulate 
Office

Keiko Frueh 1967 Consulate Office of Japan opened. The first consul 
was Mr. Date

Post War 
to 1969

Business Restaurants Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Mikado was the first one; change of 
owner and moved to different 
location.  

Post War 
to 1969

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Silk-o-lina (Inouye), Nakamura's 
Barber Shop.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Henry 
Shimizu

1948 Father bought rooming house on 97th 
street.
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Follow-up Notes

Post War 
to 1969

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Silk-o-Lina store on Jasper Ave. Mr. Inoue and 
his son Fred. Mr 
and Mrs 
Sugiura. Yoi and 
Lucy Sugiura.

Post War 
to 1969

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Chick-sexing business (George 
Tsujikawa, Reg Miyashita  went to 
Japan to learn technique. Joined by 
George Matsuba in 1945.

George 
Tsujikawa, Reg 
Miyashita.

Post War 
to 1969

Population Opal Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Most Opal families relocated to 
Edmonton in post war.

Henry and 
Florence 
Yamauchi, Ben 
Shikaze, George 
Matsuba, 
Iwashita girls, 
Nakamura boys 
(Bill and 
Edward) and 
girls (Lydia, 
Rosie, Irene, 
Jeanie)Post War 

to 1969
Population Edmontonians 

post-war
Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

many Japanese lived around Bissell 
United Church area - 95-97 street 
Jasper to 105th Ave.

Post War 
to 1969

Culture Experience 
coming to 
Canada

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1962 Did not speak English but she heard 
it many times.  She was able to adapt 
to the culture but found it cold.

Post War 
to 1969

Culture Travel Isao 
Yamamoto

1950 Mr. Yamamoto was the first 
Japanese passenger on CP Airline 
from Tokyo to Canada.  Isao and 
parents who came to see him off, had 
to get permission to get into Haneda 
because it was all occupied by the 
U.S. (military?).

Post War 
to 1969

Culture Japanese 
Traditions

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960'a Practiced Japanese traditions like 
New Year's Day.
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Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Kika Nisei Dick 
Shimoda

1962 Considers himself a nisei since father 
was born in Japan; only kika nisei he 
knows is John Ito.

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Marrige George 
Tsuruda

1969 - 1972 Transferred to France, got married 
with Ruby. (He met with Ruby in 
Montreal).

Ruby.

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Life in 
Edmonton

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Living in Edmonton is nice. "I'm so satisfied in 
living in here", "Japan 
is visiting country, not 
living country"…"our 
home town is here", 
"Kyoto was too 
crowded, polluted, too 
many cars and did not 
feel relaxed", "cost of 
living and education is 
very reasonable here".

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Life in the 
North

Akiko Ito      1962 - 1968 Lived in Fort Smith, Reilly, Hey River, 
then in Edmonton since 1968. 

(Keiko Frueh).

Post War 
after 1970

Origin University Yumiko 
Hoyano

1964 - 1972 Came to Edmonton with a work 
permit as a research assistant 
(University issued a permit), finished 
PhD in Chemistry.

Jim and Other 
Japanese 
Canadians.

In Japan at that time, it 
was difficult for women 
to find jobs in science 
fields.

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Visiting Japan Sachiko 
Nagata

1973 Visited Sakai-minato for attending a 
niece's wedding.

Post War 
after 1970

Origin Citizenship Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2005? Received a Canadian Citizenship 
status.

Post War 
after 1970

Food Japanese food Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

early 1970 Japanese grocery store - Shimpo at 
Park Allen area.

At the store, there 
were home made tofu.

Post War 
after 1970

Food Japanese food Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

early 1970 Co-op purchase rice, miso, and dry 
goods from Vancouver.

Mr. & Mrs. 
Sugiura 
coordinate the 
purchase.
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names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Food Japanese food Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970-2010 Japanese food: Kyoko's and 
Yoshihiro's parents sent them food 
twice a month.

Parents in 
Japan.

Kyoko never worried 
about how to get 
Japanese food. But 
missing Sashimi and 
fresh vegetables.

Post War 
after 1970

Food Japanese food Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 On small Japanese food store owned 
by a kika-nisei. Ordered rice to 
Vancouver through co-op. Did not 
much craving for Japanese food.

There was one Japanese 
restaurant - Fujiyama before 
Shogun.

Post War 
after 1970

Food Japanese 
Food

Ken Tanaka 1980s Ken recalls the Japanese food store 
called Fumiya located on Calgary 
Trail, where he remembers buying 
nori, tsukemono. He recalls when he 
was growing up, his mother cooked 
mainly Japanese food.

Post War 
after 1970

Shelter House Keiko Frueh 1968 - 
present

Lived in a house at Aspen Garden, 
Bearspaw, and a current location.

Post War 
after 1970

Shelter House Daiyo 
Sawada

1972-2011 Daiyo likes to design houses. Of the 
4 houses his family has lived in 
during 40 years in Edmonton, he has 
designed the last 2 houses they lived 
in. One of the houses had a 
Japanese tea room.

Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Curling Club Ken Tanaka 1966-
present

Joined the Japanese Curling Club in 
about 1966 and met a lot Japanese 
people like Ben Shikaze, John 
Takahashi, Joyce Kiyooka.

Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Japanese 
books

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 2010 Japanese books - 30 years ago, not 
much Japanese books were available 
in Edmonton. 

Now, EJCA has good 
selection of Japanese 
books.

Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Baldwin 
Community 
League

Heidi 
Matsune

1971 - Attended bingo, camps and hockey at 
the near by community league.

Jamie and 
Jonathan 
Iwabuchi.
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Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Hobbies Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

Like to make sushi, futomaki, and to 
visit museums, Citadel, dinner 
theater, and Muttart. Did clogging, 
golfing (good opportunity to meet 
people), line dance till two years ago.

Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Hobbies Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Lucy played curling. Sam and Ricky 
Higa, Moriyama, 
Paul, Sat , and 
Aki Jane 
Maruyama.

More details of Japanese curling 
members.

Post War 
after 1970

Recreation Hobbies Tom Sando Not 
Answered

Devonian garden crafts, longboarding 
for seniors, painting, tai chi. Not 
through Japanese community. 

Dates?

Post War 
after 1970

Social Church Akiko Ito      ? - current Belongs to Japanese Christian group. What activities at the 
church/group? Who were the 
churches members?

Post War 
after 1970

Social Church Heidi 
Matsune

1975 - Sunnyside Bible camp, family started 
to go to a church. Children and Heidi 
attended church activities.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Events Dick 
Shimoda

1980's When they came to Edmonton the 
only event was the New Year's at the 
Japanese Consulate.                                                       
The Shimoda's belonged to the 
Japanese Church, so attended 
events there when they came to 
Edmonton.   

Post War 
after 1970

Social Christmas 
party

Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Attended the Japanese Community 
Christmas party. Cooked turkey for 
Christmas party for 7 years.

She cooked turkey.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Christmas 
party

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1980? Community Christmas Party. Attended only some 
years.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Edmontonians 
- pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Fumi Kinoshita passed away in spring 
of 2010(?), she was closed to 100 
years old.

Fumi Kinoshita.
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Post War 
after 1970

Social Edmontonians 
- pre-war

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Higa family. Tom and Janice 
Higa, Sam and 
Rick Higa.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Nisei group Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1970's Other Nisei. Who were some Nisei friends, 
what sorts of things did they do, 
any activities that were strictly or 
majority Japanese people.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Akiko Ito      1968 - 1970 Edmonton people she knew at early 
years.

Hatano, 
Machida, 
Hiratsuka.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Japanese 
community

Dick 
Shimoda

1980's Mr. Kawashima was the leader but 
there was no EJCA yet.  We used to 
participate in Heritage Days. Martin 
Shukuda will know a lot.

Consider interview (by phone … 
is in Lethbridge).

Post War 
after 1970

Social Edmonton 
community

Dick 
Shimoda

1981 A lot of Japanese started 
immigrating.  Some with people John 
Ito started the Japanese community 
(association).   

Hiratsuka, 
Junichi & 
Michiko 
Kawashima.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Japanese 
population in 
Edmonton

Isao 
Yamamoto

1960's/70's Started seeing more Japanese in the 
community since the immigration law 
changed (shin-ijusha".  Rented a 
community club for the New Year's 
party before they had a building and 
had a picnic every year.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Obon dance Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Obon dancing. Other people? Which year, who organize it? 
Who else Danced?

Post War 
after 1970

Social Centennial 
parade

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1977 Parade in centennial year. Who designed, who rode, why, 
who decorated, what were 
decorations.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Centennial 
parade

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1977 Japanese Centennial. Joined the 
Klondike exhibition parade. Worked 
on it for months. Keiko Frueh's odori 
group on the float.
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Post War 
after 1970

Social Centennial 
Parade

George 
Tsuruda

1977 Centennial Parade. Many EJCA 
members.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

EJCA (husband President). When was George president, 
why 3 times, what events and 
activities did they participate in, 
changes in EJCA over the 
years, Japanese Canadians vs 
Japanese expectations of 
EJCA, Ruby was like secretary 
– what sorts of issues.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2010 - Member of the EJCA　Chorus Club.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Joined quilt exhibitions. When?

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

recent year Japanese community is growing and 
it is nice.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

EJCA active members, Ken and 
Midori Tanaka.

George and 
Ruby Tsuruda, 
Noriko and Aki 
Fujino, Flo 
Ingham, Bob 
Motokado.

Grace is Noriko's 
daughter.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Joyce 
Kiyooka

1990- Mother used to go to "Japanese 
seniors things) ...karaoke, Christmas 
parties.

Chizuko Kimura, 
Tammy 
(Tsujikawa(?), 
Nakamuras, 
Lucy Nishimoto 
(Takahashi).

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1980's Got involved 30 years ago to make 
chow mein and craft items.  There 
was the Heritage Festival.  The 
Japanese school and EJCA worked 
together for fundraising.
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Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA George 
Tsuruda

1977 - 
current

Joined EJCA and active in playing 
curling, starting Karaoke Club, 
President of EJCA, Building the 
Centre.

Curling club 
members, 
Karaoke 
members.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA George 
Tsuruda

1990 - 1994 Arranged a rental office for get 
together.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA George 
Tsuruda

1992 - 1994 Worked as a EJCA building 
committee. Getting fund, finding a 
suitable locations (found the Argyll 
Community League that was just 
about closing down.), legal 
arrangements, and renovated/added 
the building.

EJCA Building 
committee 
members.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA George 
Tsuruda

1994 Move to the new centre and official 
opening ceremony held in September 
1994.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 - Started typing of Moshi Moshi. Gordon 
Hirabayashi, 
Lucy Takahashi, 
Flo Shikaze, 
Haruko 
Hiratsuka.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Craft 
Club

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1980? - 
1993?

Made Japanese craft items and 
displayed/sold at Heritage Festival, 
Bazaar, and South gate shopping 
centre craft day. The profits were 
saved for a senior drop-in centre. A 
drop-in centre was not built but the 
EJCA Centre.

Hideko Kaneda 
and about 24 
ladies. 
Hubbihoca, 
Toshiko, Mrs. 
Shimizu.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Yumiko 
Hoyano

2002? - 
2006

EJCA president, tried to activate 
EJCA with monthly activities.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Aki Nawata 1988-90 Served as EJCA President 1988-
1990, and was a Board Member for 
about 6 years during that time period.
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Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Ken Tanaka 1988-2002 Ken was an EJCA Board member for 
about 6 years until 1994. He was the 
treasurer for the building committee 
from 1990-1994. He was the first 
Centre Manager from the opening in 
September 1994 to 2002.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Daiyo 
Sawada

1980-2011 Daiyo and family first began attending 
EJCA events such as the Christmas 
Party and picnic in the early 1980s, 
and gradually became more involved 
with the community. Daiyo served on 
the EJCA board and was a member 
of the building committee for the 
Centre.

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Craft 
club

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

used to have bazaars, Tamiko was 
secretary for awhile.

Dates?

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA social 
events

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

keiro-kai. Went to Lingnans quite 
often.

Dates?

Post War 
after 1970

Social EJCA Henry 
Shimizu

1979 Increased funding needed for EJCA 
so started casino - 5 people put up 
$5000 each as a bank bond to run 
the casino.

Alberta 
Shimbashi, Ben 
Shikaze, Aki 
Nawata, Kei 
Miyashita.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Moshi Moshi Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

before 
1990?

Started Moshi Moshi.  Gordon 
Hirabayashi, 
Lucy Takahashi 
and Flo Shikaze.

Which year?

Post War 
after 1970

Social Heritage 
Festival

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1976/77 ? Involved in Heritage Days from start. What did she do at the 
Heritage? 

Post War 
after 1970

Social Heritage 
Festival

Akiko Ito      1977 - 
1980?

Attended the Heritage Festival. What did she do?

Post War 
after 1970

Social Heritage 
Festival

Ken Tanaka 1980-2000 Helped with the Japanese Pavilion 
during the 1980s and 1990s. Recalls 
some of the main leaders for the 
Heritage Festival Japanese pavilion 
such as John Ito, John Takahashi
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Post War 
after 1970

Social Heritage 
Festival

Henry 
Shimizu

1977 Henry and Gordon Hirabayashi's 
involvement in Nikkei Centennial 
Festival and origins of Edmonton 
Heritage Day Festival.

Gordon 
Hirabayashi

Post War 
after 1970

Social New 
Immigrants

Dick 
Shimoda

1970 There were already a lot of 
immigrants, especially related to 
education like the university.

Waida.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Visiting Japan Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 2010 Visiting Japan. Relatives and 
friend in Japan.

Recently, with parents 
getting older, she visit 
Japan more often, like 
twice a year.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Japanese 
bible study 
group

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Japanese bible study group, stopped 
once. 

Started by 
Hiratsuka & 
Waida, other 
members were 
Akiko Ito, Pastor 
Hatano, Pastor 
Akutagawa.

When did the first group start 
and stop? This group was the 
processor of the Japanese 
Christian Group in Edmonton?

Met every week

Post War 
after 1970

Social Japanese 
bible study 
group

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2003? Japanese bible study group restarted 
about 7 years ago.

Hiratsuka, 
Waida, 
Tsuneda.

When did the group restarted? Each member goes to 
own church.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Mrs. Shimizu Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 1990 Mrs. Shimizu had leadership role in 
the Japanese ladies.

Kimiko Shimizu

Post War 
after 1970

Social Friends and 
relatives

Heidi 
Matsune

1971 Her husband's sisters were in 
Edmonton and visited each other 
often. Heidi's sister graduated from 
nursing in 1967 and in Edmonton. So, 
they visited each other.

Sue & Jack 
Iwabuchi          
Own sisters

Iwabuchi's son, James, 
was four years old and 
was a friend of Heidi's 
son.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Other families 
in Edmonton

Dick 
Shimoda

<1980's Matsune's, 
Shimesa (?), 
Shukuda's, 
Iwabuchi's , 
Toyama's.
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Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Social Children Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 1990 Children's friends. Mostly Canadian 
friends. But Her son 
still keeps 
communication with 
Japanese friends.Post War 

after 1970
Social Language 

program
Keiko Frueh 1972 Japanese Language program started 

at U of A.
Sonja Arntzen, 
Dr. Jones, 
Miyagawa, Mrs. 
Hiratsuka, Ohta, 
Terakura. 
Kawashima.

Post War 
after 1970

Social Yokohama 
Yamate High 
School

Keiko Frueh Not 
Answered

6 students came here every year as 
exchange.

When the exchange started? 

Post War 
after 1970

Social Exchange 
students

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Japanese exchange students in 
Edmonton or from Edm to Japan.

How common, who organized, 
culture shock for Japanese girl 
in Canada, culture shock for 
daughter going to Japan (maybe 
talk to daughter).

Post War 
after 1970

Social Odori group Keiko Frueh 1970 - 1973 Japanese Odori group was founded 
by Keiko. Performance at the Jubilee 
Auditorium held.

Keiko Frueh, 
Kikuchi, 
Katayama, 
Takahashi.

Get the first name of dancers 
from Keiko.

Post War 
after 1970

Social June 
Yamamoto 
scholarship

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

"June Yamamoto Scholarship". June Yamamoto 
(maiden name is 
Hasegawa) 
married to John 
Yamamoto.

Ann Yamamoto is 
June's daughter, John 
Yamamoto is a son. 
Mrs. Frueh will know 
Ann. Ann was a 
dancer.

Post War 
after 1970

Socil Transportation Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Onetime, there was a direct flight 
between Narita and Edmonton.

Check the years when 
there were direct 
flights.

Post War 
after 1970

Social NAJC Yumiko 
Hoyano

1998 - 2002 Board member of NAJC.

Post War 
after 1970

Social NAJC Henry 
Shimizu

1982 Talks about founding of NAJC and 
redress. 
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Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Education MEJCS Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1977 - ? Metro Edmonton Japanese 
Community School.

Contact Mrs. Ohki for details of 
the school.

Son, Akito, started 
school in 1977, he was 
about 7 years old.

Post War 
after 1970

Education MEJCS Keiko Frueh 1977 Language school started. Kawashima, 
Ohki.

Post War 
after 1970

Education MEJCS Akiko Ito      1977 - 
1990?

Children went to the Japanese 
Language School.

Husband John 
was a president 
in 1982(?)

Refer to "Metro Edmonton 
Japanese Community School".

Post War 
after 1970

Education University Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 Returned Yoshihiro's student loan. Yoshihiro. Yoshihiro's parents 
paid the half of the 
loan.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1973 - 1992 Working for ATCO （Canadian 
Utilities).

Wage, working conditions, 
social life in company (she 
mentions sukiyaki parties in 
Japanese company), other 
Japanese, how she got the job, 
how long she worked there in 
which year(s).

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

? - present Teaching piano to children as private 
lessons.

Which year did she start a 
private piano lesson?

Currently, all students 
are Canadians.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Heidi 
Matsune

1975? Heidi had a part time job when the 
youngest son was Grade two.

What kind of part time job she 
did? How long?

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life George 
Tsuruda

1972 Transferred to Edmonton, Aerospace 
engineer.

Ruby worked for 
ATCO 1972 - 
1992.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life George 
Tsuruda

1984 Retired from the Air Force.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 Went to Stanford and UBC, then 
came back to Edmonton in 1978. 
Worked as a post-doc research 
associate.

Mrs. Shimizu, 
Mrs. Kiyooka, 
Mrs. Matsuba.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work Life Ken Tanaka 1963-1994 Worked for AGT (now Telus) for 31 
years, retiring in 1994.
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Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Jim Hoyano 1970s left Edmonton in 1971 - to California, 
then Vancouver, then London, ON. 
Came back in 1978 to work at U of A.

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs Work life Tom Sando Not 
Answered

Came to Edmonton from Winnipeg 
for foundation specialist job. Last job 
at Canada Place - foundations.

Dates?

Post War 
after 1970

Jobs MEJCS Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1980 - 1993 Taught at the  language school. Mrs. Waida, 
Ohki, Inoue, 
Young, 
Hiratsuka.

Kyoko enjoyed the 
teaching at the school: 
Undo-kai, Hinamatsuri, 
Kodomono-hi, book 
reading..

Post War 
after 1970

Language Language 
School

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1980's one daughter went for less than 2 
years; was hard because she didn't 
speak it.

Post War 
after 1970

Language Language 
School

Isao 
Yamamoto

1980's It was not a necessity since had all 
English speaking friends.

Post War 
after 1970

Language MEJCS Yumiko 
Hoyano

1980? Daughter went to the language 
school for a short period.

Post War 
after 1970

Business Early 
Japanese in 
Edmonton

Dick 
Shimoda

1981 Sugiura was one of the first because 
he was the one who used to order a 
lot of Japanese food then distribute it.  
Probably before the war.

Post War 
after 1970

Business Work life Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Iwabuchi's : I & S Produce (food 
wholesale company).

Jack, Bill, Bob  
Iwabuchi, Mush 
and Betty 
Kadonaga.

Jack's wife is Sue Ito. 
Bill's wife is Sophie Ito 
(sisters)

Post War 
after 1970

Business Edmontonians 
- post war

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

 1970 - 1980 Number of immigrants, researchers 
(post doc), and Japanese company 
employees from Japan increased.

Companies: 
Hitachi, Taiho 
Pharmasuitical, 
Bridgestone, 
Sankyo 
Pharmasuitical.

At the language 
school, about 3 out of 
7 were children of 
people from Japan.
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Appendix B1 - Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Era, then by Question 

Era Interview 
question 

Topics Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Post War 
after 1970

Business New 
Immigrants

Akiko Ito      After 1969 New immigrants – dental technicians, 
chemists, researchers, etc.

Names?

Post War 
after 1970

Business University Akiko Ito      1970 - 1980 Many Japanese people were working 
at the University in 1970 – 1980.

Names?

Post War 
after 1970

Business University Keiko Frueh 1970? Japanese professors and 
researchers started to come to U of 
A. Many post-doc were at U of A.

Fujinaga, 
Masamune, 
Takahashi, 
Umezawa, 
Hiruki

Post War 
after 1970

Business JETRO Akiko Ito      1980(?) - (?) There was a JETRO office. Check the years JETRO 
existed.

Post War 
after 1970

Business Japanese 
restaurant

Keiko Frueh 1973 - 1975 Japanese restaurants opened: 
Mikado, Japanese Village, and 
Fujiyama (Shogun).

Post War 
after 1970

Business Japanese 
Restaurants

Dick 
Shimoda

1980's Shogun and Mikado.

Post War 
after 1970

Business Japanese 
Store

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1990's Mr. Fukushima owned a Japanese 
store on Calgary Trail.

Post War 
after 1970

Culture Visiting Japan Jim Hoyano 1970s 1971 when I graduated went to Japan 
with Yumiko. Charter flight with 
"Asian American Recreation Club" - 
only way to get a cheap flight. 

Post War 
after 1970

Identity Marriage Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Child marrying white American.

Post War 
after 1970

Identity Immigration Keiko Frueh 1973 Five ladies got a immigration status 
after they stayed in Canada for one 
year.

Takayanagi, 
Makiko 
Yoshimura, 
Yumiko 
Watanabe.

Post War 
after 1970

Identity Immigration Keiko Frueh 1974 - 1975 Technical immigration started. Shukuda.

Post War 
after 1970

Identity Family Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

One son is in Japan. Another son, 
Paul, is married to Japanese. Sons 
studied Japanese at the University.

Speak Japanese to 
grand children (14 and 
18) in Japan. Also, 
they speak to her in 
English.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Origin Work life During 
War

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1942? John moved to sugar beets farm at 
McGraw in southern Alberta. John 
came to Edmonton for attending U of 
A in 1950.

Origin Kika-nisei: Life 
in Japan

During 
War

Sachiko 
Nagata

1934 - 1958 Stayed in Sakai Minato, Tottori-ken. Grandmother was sick 
and Sachiko's family 
looked after her 
grandmother in Sakai 
Minato.

Origin Life in Japan During 
War

George 
Tsuruda

1942 Went to Japan with father, step-
mother and brothers. (Mother died 
when he was 8 years old). Graduated 
from high school and worked for 
Mitsubishi. Supported step-mother 
and three brothers..

Origin Returning to 
Canada 

Post War 
to 1969

Dick 
Shimoda

1962 Canadian law changed so that those 
born in Canada were able to get 
Canadian citizenship. Dick was able 
to get his Canadian citizenship and 
return in 1962 (Toronto). Noriko was 
able to immigrate in 1963 because 
they were married. They lived in 
Toronto.

Origin Experience 
Returning to 
Canada

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950 Wasn't easy coming back because 
he didn't speak English so had to 
start all over again.  Immigrants were 
coming from Europe so they had a 
night schools where he learned 
English. Came to Edmonton from 
Winnipeg because the Lutheran 
pastor was moving the Edm

Origin Kika Nisei Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1962 Considers himself a nisei since father 
was born in Japan; only kika nisei he 
knows is John Ito.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Origin Marriage Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

1958 Came back to Tabor, Canada, to get 
married. 

The marriage was 
arranged between 
Sachiko's and Takeo's 
mothers.

Origin Marriage Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

1958 Wedding was held at a church in 
Tabor. Moved to Edmonton October 
or November (it was snowing on the 
move day)

Origin Marriage Post War 
to 1969

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Met Yoshihiro at a concert, got 
married, and decided to stay in 
Canada.

Yoshihiro. Felt Edmonton was 
very empty compared 
to Kyoto.

Origin marriage Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano Not 
Answered

Met Yumiko at university in Chemistry 
department. She came to work for 1 
year in lab of Prof Masamune.

Origin Marrige Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1969 - 1972 Transferred to France, got married 
with Ruby. (He met with Ruby in 
Montreal).

Ruby.

Origin Edmonton 
post-was

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

1946 Parents worked at Misericorida 
Hospital. Henry and sister lived in 
basements suite and worked as relief 
elevator operators.

Grace Shimizu.

Origin Life in 
Edmonton

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Living in Edmonton is nice. "I'm so satisfied in 
living in here", "Japan 
is visiting country, not 
living country"…"our 
home town is here", 
"Kyoto was too 
crowded, polluted, too 
many cars and did not 
feel relaxed", "cost of 
living and education is 
very reasonable here".

Origin Life in the 
North

Post War 
to 1969

Akiko Ito      1963 - 
1969?

Child birth - While she lived in the 
North, Akiko came to Edmonton for 
delivery of three children, Sally, 
Daniel, and Cathy.

Was this special or fairy 
common for people in the 
North?
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Origin Life in the 
North

Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1962 - 1968 Lived in Fort Smith, Reilly, Hey River, 
then in Edmonton since 1968. 

(Keiko Frueh).

Origin University Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1964 - 1972 Came to Edmonton with a work 
permit as a research assistant 
(University issued a permit), finished 
PhD in Chemistry.

Jim and Other 
Japanese 
Canadians.

In Japan at that time, it 
was difficult for women 
to find jobs in science 
fields.

Origin Visiting Japan Post War 
after 1970

Sachiko 
Nagata

1973 Visited Sakai-minato for attending a 
niece's wedding.

Origin Citizenship Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2005? Received a Canadian Citizenship 
status.

Origin Education Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

About 1954 Moved from Opal to go to Alberta 
College in Edmonton.

Origin Family Pre-war Ken Tanaka 1940s Ken's oldest sister Mary was born in 
BC in 1941, while Ken and his 
younger sister and brother were all 
born in Lethbridge.

Origin Family Pre-war Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Outline of father's businesses in 
Prince Rupert. Father's first marriage - 
Henry's step family.

Shotaro 
Shimizu, Shoji 
(Andy) Shimizu, 
George 
Nishikaze.

Origin Family Post War 
to 1969

Daiyo 
Sawada

1945-1960 Daiyo and 5 older brothers and 
sisters grew up in Pincher Creek, 
Alberta. His father was a barber and 
married twice.

Origin Why came to 
Canada

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1961 She wanted to have challenge and 
explore Canada.

Origin Transportation Post War 
to 1969

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Came to Canada as a visitor, by 
Canadian Pacific Airline.

She came to Canada 
with six-month visa.

Origin Life in other 
locations

Pre-war Diane 
Nawata

1922 Father came to Canada in 1922 and 
worked at a paper mill in Ocean Falls, 
B.C. He went back to Japan, married 
and came back.

Father born in 
1903.

Japanese were not 
treated well in B.C. 
before the war.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Origin Life in other 
locations

Pre-war Diane 
Nawata

1933 Born in 1933, went to two-year 
kindergarten. Started elementary 
school. Japanese family lived in 
isolated area from other Canadians. 
But children played together.

Have one 
brother.

Diane went to a 
Japanese Language 
school at the Ocean 
Falls.

Origin Life in other 
locations

During 
War

Diane 
Nawata

1942 Sold most of belongings and moved 
to sugar beets farm in southern 
Alberta.

Family supported CCF 
(NDP) as CCF only 
stood up for Japanese.

Origin Internment During 
War

Tom Sando 1941 Long discussion of internment at 
Angler

Origin Internment During 
War

Henry 
Shimizu

1942 Lived in New Denver internment 
camp

Food Japanese food Pre-war Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Nakamura market gardening, food co-
op.

Food Japanese food Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

Not 
Answered

Bought Japanese food from 
Nakagama in Lethbridge.

  

Food Food Post War 
to 1969

Heidi 
Matsune

1965? - Sushi, New Year's food, Mochi,   
Christmas gathering. 

Food Japanese food Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1961 - 
1970?

First, she ordered rice and soy sauce 
at Nakamura's Barbershop. After the 
Barbershop closed, purchased 
through Sugiura at Silk-O-Lina. 

Food Japanese food Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Co-op and Silk-O-Lina: Kind of fabric 
store. Mr. Sugiura ordered Japanese 
food and became like a co-op. Mr. 
Sugiura stocked extra rice and other 
Japanese food.

Mr. Sugiura, 
father of Jackie 
Sugiura, 
Shimizu, Inoue, 
Katayama, Mrs. 
Iwashita.

Mr. Inoue ran Silk-O-
Lina in Calgary. Then, 
moved to Edmonton.

Food Japanese 
Celebrations

Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1950's, 
1960's

Mom used to cook things to celebrate 
oshogatsu.  Mom used to cook 
mostly western food.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Food Japanese 
Ingredients

Post War 
to 1969

Dick 
Shimoda

Not 
Answered

Obtaining ingredients was a problem, 
even salmon.  They had theirs sent 
from Japan and when Dick went to 
Toronto on business, he brought 
ingredients back.

Food Food Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

Not 
Answered

Cooked many kinds of Japanese food 
but the kids didn't like it.  There 
weren't very many Japanese food 
available but Mr. Sugiura ordered 
rice, shoyu and miso from 
Vancouver.  We ordered from Mr. 
Sugiura and the shipments came to 
Mr. Nakamura's barber shop

Fill in the reason why … "****" in 
the transcript.  Check spelling of 
names.

Food Food Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's Missed Japanese food because he 
was living with a non-Japanese family 
before he got married.  Missed fresh 
fish (sashimi) the most.

Food Japanese food Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

Not 
Answered

Mother was a good cook. She 
cooked Shogatsu Japanese food.

Food Japanese food Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

from Sugiuras - order rice, shoyu, 
Japanese produce.

Dates?

Food Japanese food Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

early 1970 Japanese grocery store - Shimpo at 
Park Allen area.

At the store, there 
were home made tofu.

Food Japanese food Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

early 1970 Co-op purchase rice, miso, and dry 
goods from Vancouver.

Mr. & Mrs. 
Sugiura 
coordinate the 
purchase.Food Japanese food Post War 

after 1970
Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970-2010 Japanese food: Kyoko's and 
Yoshihiro's parents sent them food 
twice a month.

Parents in 
Japan.

Kyoko never worried 
about how to get 
Japanese food. But 
missing Sashimi and 
fresh vegetables.

Food Japanese food Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 On small Japanese food store owned 
by a kika-nisei. Ordered rice to 
Vancouver through co-op. Did not 
much craving for Japanese food.

There was one Japanese 
restaurant - Fujiyama before 
Shogun.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Food Japanese 
Food

Post War 
after 1970

Ken Tanaka 1980s Ken recalls the Japanese food store 
called Fumiya located on Calgary 
Trail, where he remembers buying 
nori, tsukemono. He recalls when he 
was growing up, his mother cooked 
mainly Japanese food.

Food Japanese 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Grocery store and tofu maker - Philip 
Shimbo and wife. He later moved to 
Vancouver. 

Philip Shimbo 
and wife.

Shelter Grandma 
Uyehara

Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Grandma Uyehara's rooming house. Mrs. Uyehara. 
Dr. Taro Yoneda 
and Yoneyamas, 
Kay, Albert, and 
Henry 
Shimbashi 
stayed the 
rooming house.

Henry Shimbashi is still in 
Edmonton. May be interview 
him about the rooming house?

Many University 
students from 
Japanese families lived 
at the rooming house 
to go to U of A. It was 
only University in 
Alberta. 

Shelter Grandma 
Uyehara

During 
War

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

1945 Hard to find place to live in Edmonton 
so rented one of two upstairs room in 
Mrs. Uyehara's mother / mother-in-
law's house. 2 rooms she rented to 
Japanese. 

Mrs. Uyehara.

Shelter living in 
Edmonton

Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

late 40s Rented little place next to Mrs. 
Nakamura's barber shop on 95 st and 
97 st. Then bought house at Forest 
Heights.

Nakamura.

Shelter House Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1968 - 
present

Lived in a house at Aspen Garden, 
Bearspaw, and a current location.

Shelter House Post War 
after 1970

Daiyo 
Sawada

1972-2011 Daiyo likes to design houses. Of the 
4 houses his family has lived in 
during 40 years in Edmonton, he has 
designed the last 2 houses they lived 
in. One of the houses had a 
Japanese tea room.

Recreation Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Saturday night dances, games and 
pot-luck at Bissell Centre.

Insert 2 - 6



Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Recreation Church Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

United church across from the Bissell 
centre. Used downstairs gym for 
Christmas party, badminton, table 
tennis, chow mein suppers and 
Christmas concert. From this 
gathering, Curling club and golf 
tournament started and lasting for 
over 35 years.

Nakamuras and 
Saitos.

Year?

Recreation Picnic Post War 
to 1969

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Japanese store “picnic". Where was it, what things did 
she buy there she couldn't get 
elsewhere, was picnic a social 
gathering spot.

Recreation Curling Club Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Curing club - Curling club had 
bonspiels at Lethbridge, Calgary, and 
Edmonton.

Year of the first curling club.

Recreation Curling Club Post War 
after 1970

Ken Tanaka 1966-
present

Joined the Japanese Curling Club in 
about 1966 and met a lot Japanese 
people like Ben Shikaze, John 
Takahashi, Joyce Kiyooka.

Recreation Japanese 
books

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 2010 Japanese books - 30 years ago, not 
much Japanese books were available 
in Edmonton. 

Now, EJCA has good 
selection of Japanese 
books.

Recreation Baldwin 
Community 
League

Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

1971 - Attended bingo, camps and hockey at 
the near by community league.

Jamie and 
Jonathan 
Iwabuchi.

Recreation Hobbies Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

Like to make sushi, futomaki, and to 
visit museums, Citadel, dinner 
theater, and Muttart. Did clogging, 
golfing (good opportunity to meet 
people), line dance till two years ago.

Recreation Hobbies Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Lucy played curling. Sam and Ricky 
Higa, Moriyama, 
Paul, Sat , and 
Aki Jane 
Maruyama.

More details of Japanese curling 
members.
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Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Recreation Hobbies Post War 
after 1970

Tom Sando Not 
Answered

Devonian garden crafts, longboarding 
for seniors, painting, tai chi. Not 
through Japanese community. 

Dates?

Recreation Sports Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1960's Used to curl in the Japanese league 
but didn't really associate much with 
the Japanese community except for 
things like the Christmas party 
because she was around "hakujin" 
people more.

Social Oldest 
members of 
the Edmonton 
community

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's/1960'
s

Mr. Nakamura was the oldest person 
in the group.  Mrs. Uyehara had 
some kind of rooming house or 
boarding house on 96th or 97th 
Street, very close to City Hall.

Social Opal Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1930 - 1940 Previous Opal family. Ben and Flo 
Shikaze, 
Chizuko Kimura, 
Kiyooka, Kay 
Nakamura, 
Bruce/Jim/Frank 
Kimura.

Social Opal Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Got to know old-time families from 
Opal at community picnics. 

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

Around 1958 
-

Japanese had meetings at the Bissell 
Centre. Sachiko cooked and sold 
Chowmein.

Mrs. Nakamura          
Mrs. Tsujikawa.

Takeo looked after 
accounting of the club 
from the beginning.

Social Bissell centre? Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh Not 
Answered

Had a pot luck gathering for welcome 
Toshiko Yamamoto.

Shikaze, 
Takahashi.

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

The Bissell centre: get-together was 
at the Bissell centre always. All 
Japanese resided around there.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

Not 
Answered

Used to be a Japanese young 
people's group (in their 20's) that 
used to get together at the Bissell 
Centre on 97th Street to have parties 
(like Christmas).

Yamauchi's, 
Florence 
(Ingham?), 
Shikaze's.

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1960's People used to meet at the Bissell 
Church for a fundraising supper once 
a year and for chow mein.  

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's We made chowmein and the money 
went to the Bissell church.  It was a 
big event open to the public.  The 
noodles were made from scratch and 
fried them; Mr. Nakamura was always 
kneading.

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's The Bissell church was a United 
church that celebrated their 100 
anniversary in the spring of 2010. The 
Japanese people were not 
necessarily Christians but it was 
more a community social gathering 
place. The church helped Japanese 
people. 

Social Bissell centre Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1953 - ? Attended activities there. Japanese 
families were very kind to students.

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Aki Nawata 1950's Japanese had a social group at the 
Bissell United Church. Activities 
included dinner, dances, playing 
basketball, and other social things. 
The group numbered about 40 
people.

Social Bissell Centre Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Big hall, international suppers, 
homemade chow mein. People went 
to church there. Minister nice to 
Japanese. 

Dates?

Insert 2 - 9



Appendix B2- Life of Japanese Canadians in Edmonton area - Sorted by Question, then by Era 

Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Church Post War 
to 1969

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Catholic church. What church, any comments on 
being only Japanese in 
congregation, other nationalities 
or was that even an issue, 
where did other Japanese go to 
church, Which year?

Social Church Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

1960? Sachiko did not attend church or 
temple gatherings.

Social Church Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      ? - current Belongs to Japanese Christian group. What activities at the 
church/group? Who were the 
churches members?

Social Church Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

1975 - Sunnyside Bible camp, family started 
to go to a church. Children and Heidi 
attended church activities.

Social Events Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1980's When they came to Edmonton the 
only event was the New Year's at the 
Japanese Consulate.                                                       
The Shimoda's belonged to the 
Japanese Church, so attended 
events there when they came to 
Edmonton.   

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1961 Attended a Christmas Party in 
December and a picnic in July, may 
be held at the Bissell centre.

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Had Christmas gathering with over 20 
university students at Lucy's parents 
place. This gathering expanded to 
Christmas parties at the Bissell 
centre where about 100 people got 
together.

Year of Christmas party at 
Lucy's parent house.

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s community had an annual picnic and 
Christmas party - we always went to 
meet other community members. 

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

1948 1948 Japanese community Christmas 
party at Bissell church.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Attended the Japanese Community 
Christmas party. Cooked turkey for 
Christmas party for 7 years.

She cooked turkey.

Social Christmas 
party

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1980? Community Christmas Party. Attended only some 
years.

Social Chowmein 
supper

Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Chowmein supper - held every year 
at the United church. Usually about 
50 Japanese including children came 
to the gatherings.

Year of the first Chowmein 
supper.

Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Matsuba family. George 
Matsuba, (nisei) 
Walter Matsuba.

George and Walter 
Matsuba might know 
about Uyehara 
rooming house. 

Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Original Edmontonians - George and 
Tami Tsujikawa. Reg and Tiki 
Miyashita.

George and 
Tami Tsujikawa. 
Reg and Tiki 
Miyashita.

Get more information from Tami 
and Tiki.

Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Miyagishima 
family.

Can get information from Taxi 
Miyagishima.

Social Edmontonians - 
pre-war

Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Retired and living in Edmonton. Shoz (Shozo) 
and Mitzi Yasui.

Social Edmontonians 
- pre-war

Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Fumi Kinoshita passed away in spring 
of 2010(?), she was closed to 100 
years old.

Fumi Kinoshita.

Social Edmontonians 
- pre-war

Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Higa family. Tom and Janice 
Higa, Sam and 
Rick Higa.

Social Picnic Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's There was a picnic once a year.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Picnic Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s community had an annual picnic and 
Christmas party - we always went to 
meet other community members. 
Regular field games and races. 
Everyone brought their own bento 
and shared. 

Social Picnic Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Sugiura's staying at farm with big field 
for Japanese picnics.

Dates?

Social Nisei group Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1970's Other Nisei. Who were some Nisei friends, 
what sorts of things did they do, 
any activities that were strictly or 
majority Japanese people.

Social Other Kika 
Nisei

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's … Had Kika nisei friends. Mr. Fukoshima; 
Sachiko Nagata.

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

Around 1958 She knew one family. Isao Yamamoto.

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

1960? Japanese names Sachiko 
remembered are: Mr. & Mrs. Shimizu, 
Dr. Taro Yoneda, Dr. Shimizu.

At early Edmonton, 
there were about 20 
Japanese.

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
to 1969

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1969 Not belonged to Japanese community 
and knew only one Japanese family.

Mr. and Mrs. 
Matsuba.

Are Mr. & Mrs. Matsuba.

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1961 Mr. Shimpo, 
Isao Yamamoto

Social Emontonians - 
post war

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1968 Nakamura, 
Sugiura, 
Miyagishima, 
Nagata, 
Matsuba, 
Tujikawa, 
John/Jun 
Yamamoto, 
Katayama, 
Ebata, 
Shinbashi, Bill 
Kikuchi.

Keiko mentioned that 
Mrs. Uyehara had one 
son. He died young.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Change in 
Japanese 
Canadian 
population

Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1960's Younger immigrants started coming 
but only saw them at the Christmas 
party; lived all over the city.

Social Edmonton 
community

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1550's. Japanese Canadians came to attend 
the university and also students from 
Japan.

Social Edmonton 
community

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950's … Met many Japanese people when 
they first came to Edmonton.  

Mr. & Mrs. 
Shimizu, Mr. & 
Mrs. Nakamura, 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Sugiura, the 
Miyagishima's, 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill 
Kikuchi, Mr. & 
Mrs. Kiyooka.

Social Edmonton - 
post war

Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1953 - Had a lots of friends outside of 
Japanese Community. 

No contact with 
Japanese required

Social Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1968 - 1970 Edmonton people she knew at early 
years.

Hatano, 
Machida, 
Hiratsuka.

Social Japanese 
community

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1980's Mr. Kawashima was the leader but 
there was no EJCA yet.  We used to 
participate in Heritage Days. Martin 
Shukuda will know a lot.

Consider interview (by phone … 
is in Lethbridge).

Social Edmonton 
community

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1981 A lot of Japanese started 
immigrating.  Some with people John 
Ito started the Japanese community 
(association).   

Hiratsuka, 
Junichi & 
Michiko 
Kawashima.

Social Japanese 
population in 
Edmonton

Post War 
after 1970

Isao 
Yamamoto

1960's/70's Started seeing more Japanese in the 
community since the immigration law 
changed (shin-ijusha".  Rented a 
community club for the New Year's 
party before they had a building and 
had a picnic every year.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social Obon dance Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Obon dancing. Other people? Which year, who organize it? 
Who else Danced?

Social Centennial 
parade

Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1977 Parade in centennial year. Who designed, who rode, why, 
who decorated, what were 
decorations.

Social Centennial 
parade

Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1977 Japanese Centennial. Joined the 
Klondike exhibition parade. Worked 
on it for months. Keiko Frueh's odori 
group on the float.

Social Centennial 
Parade

Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1977 Centennial Parade. Many EJCA 
members.

Social EJCA Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1960? - Aki was a president. They were 
active at EJCA.

Social EJCA Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Got involved through meeting Mrs. 
Shimizu and George Tsuruda.

Social EJCA Post War 
to 1969

Not 
Answered

Henry's mother was secretary of 
fujinkai and kept minutes in 
Japanese. Minutes passed on to Aiko 
Murakami.

Aiko Murakami.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

EJCA (husband President). When was George president, 
why 3 times, what events and 
activities did they participate in, 
changes in EJCA over the 
years, Japanese Canadians vs 
Japanese expectations of 
EJCA, Ruby was like secretary 
– what sorts of issues.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2010 - Member of the EJCA　Chorus Club.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Joined quilt exhibitions. When?

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

recent year Japanese community is growing and 
it is nice.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

EJCA active members, Ken and 
Midori Tanaka.

George and 
Ruby Tsuruda, 
Noriko and Aki 
Fujino, Flo 
Ingham, Bob 
Motokado.

Grace is Noriko's 
daughter.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1990- Mother used to go to "Japanese 
seniors things) ...karaoke, Christmas 
parties.

Chizuko Kimura, 
Tammy 
(Tsujikawa(?), 
Nakamuras, 
Lucy Nishimoto 
(Takahashi).

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1980's Got involved 30 years ago to make 
chow mein and craft items.  There 
was the Heritage Festival.  The 
Japanese school and EJCA worked 
together for fundraising.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1977 - 
current

Joined EJCA and active in playing 
curling, starting Karaoke Club, 
President of EJCA, Building the 
Centre.

Curling club 
members, 
Karaoke 
members.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1990 - 1994 Arranged a rental office for get 
together.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1992 - 1994 Worked as a EJCA building 
committee. Getting fund, finding a 
suitable locations (found the Argyll 
Community League that was just 
about closing down.), legal 
arrangements, and renovated/added 
the building.

EJCA Building 
committee 
members.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1994 Move to the new centre and official 
opening ceremony held in September 
1994.
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Interview 
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Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 - Started typing of Moshi Moshi. Gordon 
Hirabayashi, 
Lucy Takahashi, 
Flo Shikaze, 
Haruko 
Hiratsuka.

Social EJCA Craft 
Club

Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1980? - 
1993?

Made Japanese craft items and 
displayed/sold at Heritage Festival, 
Bazaar, and South gate shopping 
centre craft day. The profits were 
saved for a senior drop-in centre. A 
drop-in centre was not built but the 
EJCA Centre.

Hideko Kaneda 
and about 24 
ladies. 
Hubbihoca, 
Toshiko, Mrs. 
Shimizu.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

2002? - 
2006

EJCA president, tried to activate 
EJCA with monthly activities.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Aki Nawata 1988-90 Served as EJCA President 1988-
1990, and was a Board Member for 
about 6 years during that time period.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Ken Tanaka 1988-2002 Ken was an EJCA Board member for 
about 6 years until 1994. He was the 
treasurer for the building committee 
from 1990-1994. He was the first 
Centre Manager from the opening in 
September 1994 to 2002.

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Daiyo 
Sawada

1980-2011 Daiyo and family first began attending 
EJCA events such as the Christmas 
Party and picnic in the early 1980s, 
and gradually became more involved 
with the community. Daiyo served on 
the EJCA board and was a member 
of the building committee for the 
Centre.

Social EJCA Craft 
club

Post War 
after 1970

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

used to have bazaars, Tamiko was 
secretary for awhile.

Dates?
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Interview 
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Follow-up Notes

Social EJCA social 
events

Post War 
after 1970

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

keiro-kai. Went to Lingnans quite 
often.

Dates?

Social EJCA Post War 
after 1970

Henry 
Shimizu

1979 Increased funding needed for EJCA 
so started casino - 5 people put up 
$5000 each as a bank bond to run 
the casino.

Alberta 
Shimbashi, Ben 
Shikaze, Aki 
Nawata, Kei 
Miyashita.

Social Moshi Moshi Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

before 
1990?

Started Moshi Moshi.  Gordon 
Hirabayashi, 
Lucy Takahashi 
and Flo Shikaze.

Which year?

Social Farming 
trainees

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1968 Farming trainee program started. 
Trainees came to Lethbridge areas. 
Many moved to Edmonton areas as 
they received a landed immigrant 
status after two years.

Demachi, Oda, 
Hayakaze, 
Shigemitsu.

Many trainees moved 
to Edmonton, refer to 
"Tomo no Kai".

Social Heritage 
Festival

Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1976/77 ? Involved in Heritage Days from start. What did she do at the 
Heritage? 

Social Heritage 
Festival

Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1977 - 
1980?

Attended the Heritage Festival. What did she do?

Social Heritage 
Festival

Post War 
after 1970

Ken Tanaka 1980-2000 Helped with the Japanese Pavilion 
during the 1980s and 1990s. Recalls 
some of the main leaders for the 
Heritage Festival Japanese pavilion 
such as John Ito, John Takahashi

Social Heritage 
Festival

Post War 
after 1970

Henry 
Shimizu

1977 Henry and Gordon Hirabayashi's 
involvement in Nikkei Centennial 
Festival and origins of Edmonton 
Heritage Day Festival.

Gordon 
Hirabayashi

Social New 
Immigrants

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s "we knew there weren't many 
Japanese families in Edmonton at the 
time".

Social Japanese in 
Edmonton

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s About 50 or 60 families.
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Interview 
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names

Follow-up Notes

Social New 
Immigrants

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1970 There were already a lot of 
immigrants, especially related to 
education like the university.

Waida.

Social University Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

U of A graduates. Aki and Diane 
Nawata.

Social Visiting Japan Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 2010 Visiting Japan. Relatives and 
friend in Japan.

Recently, with parents 
getting older, she visit 
Japan more often, like 
twice a year.

Social Japanese 
bible study 
group

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

Not 
Answered

Japanese bible study group, stopped 
once. 

Started by 
Hiratsuka & 
Waida, other 
members were 
Akiko Ito, Pastor 
Hatano, Pastor 
Akutagawa.

When did the first group start 
and stop? This group was the 
processor of the Japanese 
Christian Group in Edmonton?

Met every week

Social Japanese 
bible study 
group

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

2003? Japanese bible study group restarted 
about 7 years ago.

Hiratsuka, 
Waida, 
Tsuneda.

When did the group restarted? Each member goes to 
own church.

Social Mrs. Shimizu Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Mrs Shimizu new all Japanese in 
Edmonton. When someone new 
came, she invited them over and 
introduced herself. Very involved in 
EJCA. Met her through wife Yumiko.

Social Mrs. Shimizu Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 1990 Mrs. Shimizu had leadership role in 
the Japanese ladies.

Kimiko Shimizu

Social Friends and 
relatives

Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Nakamura children -  Bill, Lillian, 
Irene, Eddie, Rosie, Jeannie.

Dates?

Social Friends and 
relatives

Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

Mrs. Saito acquaintance. Later Mrs. 
Kiyooka, Mrs. Yamauchi.

Dates?

Social Friends and 
relatives

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

No obvious acts of racism at 
University of Alberta.

Eiko Iwashita, 
Kaien Shimizu.
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Follow-up Notes

Social Friends and 
relatives

Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

1971 Her husband's sisters were in 
Edmonton and visited each other 
often. Heidi's sister graduated from 
nursing in 1967 and in Edmonton. So, 
they visited each other.

Sue & Jack 
Iwabuchi          
Own sisters

Iwabuchi's son, James, 
was four years old and 
was a friend of Heidi's 
son.

Social Other families 
in Edmonton

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

<1980's Matsune's, 
Shimesa (?), 
Shukuda's, 
Iwabuchi's , 
Toyama's.

Social Children Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 - 1990 Children's friends. Mostly Canadian 
friends. But Her son 
still keeps 
communication with 
Japanese friends.Social Home Doctors Post War 

to 1969
Keiko Frueh 1961 Dr. Yoneda, Dr. 

Kato.
Social Language 

program
Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1972 Japanese Language program started 
at U of A.

Sonja Arntzen, 
Dr. Jones, 
Miyagawa, Mrs. 
Hiratsuka, Ohta, 
Terakura. 
Kawashima.

Social Prince 
Takamado

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1967 Prince and Princes Takamado visited 
Edmonton when they came to 
Lethbridge for the opening of the 
Japanese Garden.

Social Prince 
Takamado

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Consul general's office had some 
picnic when the opened and Prince 
Takamodo and wife were there. 

Social Yokohama 
Yamate High 
School

Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh Not 
Answered

6 students came here every year as 
exchange.

When the exchange started? 

Social Exchange 
students

Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Japanese exchange students in 
Edmonton or from Edm to Japan.

How common, who organized, 
culture shock for Japanese girl 
in Canada, culture shock for 
daughter going to Japan (maybe 
talk to daughter).
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Social Odori group Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1970 - 1973 Japanese Odori group was founded 
by Keiko. Performance at the Jubilee 
Auditorium held.

Keiko Frueh, 
Kikuchi, 
Katayama, 
Takahashi.

Get the first name of dancers 
from Keiko.

Social June 
Yamamoto 
scholarship

Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

"June Yamamoto Scholarship". June Yamamoto 
(maiden name is 
Hasegawa) 
married to John 
Yamamoto.

Ann Yamamoto is 
June's daughter, John 
Yamamoto is a son. 
Mrs. Frueh will know 
Ann. Ann was a 
dancer.

Social Gordon 
Hirabayashi

During 
War

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1942? Gordon Hirabayashi went to a prison 
as he refused to go to camp in USA. 
He became a Sociology professor at 
U of A. USA cancelled his criminal 
record with apology in year (?).

Gordon 
Hirabayashi.

Which year?

Socil Transportation Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      Not 
Answered

Onetime, there was a direct flight 
between Narita and Edmonton.

Check the years when 
there were direct 
flights.

Social language 
program

Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

Not 
Answered

John Ito (famous actor) in Japanese 
school, cute little fellow tap dancing.

John Ito. Dates?

Social NAJC Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1998 - 2002 Board member of NAJC.

Social NAJC Post War 
after 1970

Henry 
Shimizu

1982 Talks about founding of NAJC and 
redress. 

Education MEJCS Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1977 - ? Metro Edmonton Japanese 
Community School.

Contact Mrs. Ohki for details of 
the school.

Son, Akito, started 
school in 1977, he was 
about 7 years old.

Education MEJCS Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1977 Language school started. Kawashima, 
Ohki.

Education MEJCS Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1977 - 
1990?

Children went to the Japanese 
Language School.

Husband John 
was a president 
in 1982(?)

Refer to "Metro Edmonton 
Japanese Community School".

Education University During 
War

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

1944? Restriction to Japanese during the 
war in Alberta - Lucy's sister wanted 
to do medicine at U of A but they did 
not allowed her to enroll.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Education University Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1953 Moved to Edmonton after finished 
high school in Lethbridge. Completed 
Education degree. There were not 
many female students, most of them 
were in Education.

There were shortage of 
teachers.

Education University Post War 
to 1969

Aki Nawata 1950's When Aki was at the U of A in the 
early 1950s, he remembers that there 
were about 7 or 8 Japanese, all 
Nisei.; Shozo Yasui, Ben Shikaze, 
Henry Shimizu, Hiro Naka, and others 
whose names he couldn't remember.

Education University Post War 
to 1969

Daiyo 
Sawada

1962-1971 Graduated from the U of A in 1964. 
After teaching for one year, came 
back to U of A for a Masters degree 
which he obtained in 1966. Became a 
faculty member after that, getting his 
PhD from Penn. State in 1971. After 
that Daiyo taught at the U of A.

Education University Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1960s Came to U of A 1963 to study 
chemistry. BA 1966, PhD 1971.

Education University Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1970 Returned Yoshihiro's student loan. Yoshihiro. Yoshihiro's parents 
paid the half of the 
loan.

Education Education Pre-war Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

In Raymond, she attended Japanese 
Language School. After Raymond, 
she went to Calgary for education.

When did she moved to Calgary 
for education?

Education Education Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

1946 Henry and Grace attended Garneau 
school.

Education Education Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

1950 Entered U of A medical school in 
1950.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Education Education Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

1948 Many Japanese Canadians (nisei) 
came to University of Alberta.

Ben Shikaze, 
Sho Yasui, Nick 
Yoshida, Aki 
Nawata, Henry 
Hasegawa, 
Alberta 
Shimbashi, Roy 
Tsuyuki, Yoi 
Sugiura, Taro 
Yoneda, Joe 
Kato.

Education Life in other 
locations

Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1949 Moved to Lethbridge and finished 
high school.

Diane attended 7 
different schools. 
There were no oriental 
children around.

Jobs Work life Post War 
to 1969

Sachiko 
Nagata

Not 
Answered

Did baby sitting for two years. She said that she was 
not good in English, 
who did she baby sat 
in which year?

Jobs Work life Post War 
to 1969

Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

Husband worked at Silk-O-Lina, 
Calgary and Edmonton.

Sugiura.

Jobs Work Life Post War 
to 1969

Joyce 
Kiyooka

Not 
Answered

Worked for the Alberta Government 
and legal firm.

Jobs Work life Post War 
to 1969

George 
Tsuruda

1952 Back to Canada and joined to the Air 
Force.

Jobs Work life Post War 
to 1969

Diane 
Nawata

1957? - ? She taught at elementary school, 
grade 2 and 3.

Where and how long did she 
taught?

Jim Hoyano was her 
students.

Jobs Work life Post War 
to 1969

Tom Sando 1963 Got job with foundation company. 
$350 a month. Same company till 
retirement in 1987 - forman, 
superintendent, building foundation 
specialist. 
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

1973 - 1992 Working for ATCO （Canadian 
Utilities).

Wage, working conditions, 
social life in company (she 
mentions sukiyaki parties in 
Japanese company), other 
Japanese, how she got the job, 
how long she worked there in 
which year(s).

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

? - present Teaching piano to children as private 
lessons.

Which year did she start a 
private piano lesson?

Currently, all students 
are Canadians.

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

1975? Heidi had a part time job when the 
youngest son was Grade two.

What kind of part time job she 
did? How long?

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1972 Transferred to Edmonton, Aerospace 
engineer.

Ruby worked for 
ATCO 1972 - 
1992.

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

George 
Tsuruda

1984 Retired from the Air Force.

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1978 Went to Stanford and UBC, then 
came back to Edmonton in 1978. 
Worked as a post-doc research 
associate.

Mrs. Shimizu, 
Mrs. Kiyooka, 
Mrs. Matsuba.

Jobs Work Life Post War 
after 1970

Ken Tanaka 1963-1994 Worked for AGT (now Telus) for 31 
years, retiring in 1994.

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Jim Hoyano 1970s left Edmonton in 1971 - to California, 
then Vancouver, then London, ON. 
Came back in 1978 to work at U of A.

Jobs Work life Post War 
after 1970

Tom Sando Not 
Answered

Came to Edmonton from Winnipeg 
for foundation specialist job. Last job 
at Canada Place - foundations.

Dates?

Jobs MEJCS Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

1980 - 1993 Taught at the  language school. Mrs. Waida, 
Ohki, Inoue, 
Young, 
Hiratsuka.

Kyoko enjoyed the 
teaching at the school: 
Undo-kai, Hinamatsuri, 
Kodomono-hi, book 
reading..
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Language Language 
School

Post War 
after 1970

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1980's one daughter went for less than 2 
years; was hard because she didn't 
speak it.

Language Language 
School

Post War 
after 1970

Isao 
Yamamoto

1980's It was not a necessity since had all 
English speaking friends.

Language MEJCS Post War 
after 1970

Yumiko 
Hoyano

1980? Daughter went to the language 
school for a short period.

Language Japanese 
school

Pre-war Aki Nawata 1937-42? Aki went to Japanese school in 
Vancouver before the war - classes 
were held after regular school hours. 
Meiwa Gakuen was the name of the 
school.

Language Language 
program

Post War 
to 1969

Jim Hoyano 1950s learned some Japanese language in 
Coaldale when young.

Language Language Pre-war Joyce 
Kiyooka

1930 - Parents spoke Japanese and mom 
taught Joyce "broken Japanese".  
Joyce still speaks a little Japanese 
but understands more.

Business Grandma 
Uyehara

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Uyehara barber shop and rooming 
house.

Business Barber shop Pre-war Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Barber shop . Sugizo 
Nakamura, 
Hanako 
Nakamura, Mrs. 
Saito.

Business Barber shop Pre-war Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Nakamura barbershop. George 
Nakamura.

Business Barber shop Post War 
to 1969

Tamiko 
Tsujikawa

late 40s Younger Mrs. Uyehara was a barber 
and had a shop. Also a rooming 
house with her husband. 

Mrs. Uyehara.

Business Early 
Japanese in 
Edmonton

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1981 Sugiura was one of the first because 
he was the one who used to order a 
lot of Japanese food then distribute it.  
Probably before the war.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Business Work life Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Chick-sexing business ( George, 
Reg, and George Matsuba), went to 
Japan and learn technique.

 George, Reg, 
and George 
Matsuba.

Get more information from Tami 
and Tiki.

Business Work life Post War 
to 1969

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Ike was a chauffeur for a family. Ike and Betty 
Ebata, both 
deceased.

Their daughter Donna 
is in Abbotsford.

Business Work life Post War 
after 1970

Lucy and 
John 
Takahashi

Not 
Answered

Iwabuchi's : I & S Produce (food 
wholesale company).

Jack, Bill, Bob  
Iwabuchi, Mush 
and Betty 
Kadonaga.

Jack's wife is Sue Ito. 
Bill's wife is Sophie Ito 
(sisters)

Business Edmonton 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

Not 
Answered

Mrs. Uyehara's boarding house; Mr. 
Sugizo had a barber shop, Mr. Inouye 
had a clothing store, fabric called Silk-
lina, then son (Tak/ Takushi? Came 
from Vancouver. 

Business Edmontonians 
- post war

Post War 
after 1970

Kyoko 
Nishiwaki

 1970 - 1980 Number of immigrants, researchers 
(post doc), and Japanese company 
employees from Japan increased.

Companies: 
Hitachi, Taiho 
Pharmasuitical, 
Bridgestone, 
Sankyo 
Pharmasuitical.

At the language 
school, about 3 out of 
7 were children of 
people from Japan.

Business EJCA Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Mr. Kikuchi was a Nisei and 
president; Mr. Katayama was 
president too. A number of 
professionals: Henry Shimizu went 
into medicine and Katayama-san's 
son was a doctor, Shikaze san was 
an accountant.

Business New 
Immigrants

Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      After 1969 New immigrants – dental technicians, 
chemists, researchers, etc.

Names?

Business University Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1970 - 1980 Many Japanese people were working 
at the University in 1970 – 1980.

Names?

Business University Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1970? Japanese professors and 
researchers started to come to U of 
A. Many post-doc were at U of A.

Fujinaga, 
Masamune, 
Takahashi, 
Umezawa, 
Hiruki
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Business JETRO Post War 
after 1970

Akiko Ito      1980(?) - (?) There was a JETRO office. Check the years JETRO 
existed.

Business Consulate 
Office

Post War 
to 1969

Keiko Frueh 1967 Consulate Office of Japan opened. The first consul 
was Mr. Date

Business Restaurants Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Mikado was the first one; change of 
owner and moved to different 
location.  

Business Japanese 
restaurant

Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1973 - 1975 Japanese restaurants opened: 
Mikado, Japanese Village, and 
Fujiyama (Shogun).

Business Japanese 
Restaurants

Post War 
after 1970

Dick 
Shimoda

1980's Shogun and Mikado.

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960's Silk-o-lina (Inouye), Nakamura's 
Barber Shop.

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

1948 Father bought rooming house on 97th 
street.

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Silk-o-Lina store on Jasper Ave. Mr. Inoue and 
his son Fred. Mr 
and Mrs 
Sugiura. Yoi and 
Lucy Sugiura.

Business Japanese 
Businesses

Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Chick-sexing business (George 
Tsujikawa, Reg Miyashita  went to 
Japan to learn technique. Joined by 
George Matsuba in 1945.

George 
Tsujikawa, Reg 
Miyashita.

Business Japanese 
Store

Post War 
after 1970

Isao 
Yamamoto 
Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1990's Mr. Fukushima owned a Japanese 
store on Calgary Trail.

Population Opal Pre-war Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Japanese pioneer families in Opal 
(Kimura, Yamauchi, Kinoshita, 
Kiyooka, Nakamura).

Kimura, 
Yamauchi, 
Kinoshita, 
Kiyooka, 
Nakamura.
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Interview 
question 

Topics Era Name Date/year of 
topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Population Opal Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

Most Opal families relocated to 
Edmonton in post war.

Henry and 
Florence 
Yamauchi, Ben 
Shikaze, George 
Matsuba, 
Iwashita girls, 
Nakamura boys 
(Bill and 
Edward) and 
girls (Lydia, 
Rosie, Irene, 
Jeanie)Population Edmontonians 

post-war
Post War 
to 1969

Henry 
Shimizu

Not 
Answered

many Japanese lived around Bissell 
United Church area - 95-97 street 
Jasper to 105th Ave.

Culture Experience 
living in Japan

Pre-war Isao 
Yamamoto

1934 No problems adjusting because in BC 
there was sort of a Japanese 
community, and spoke Japanese.

Culture Living in 
Japan

Pre-war Tom Sando 1926-1938? Long discussion of growing up in 
Japan pre-war before coming back to 
Canada.

Culture Life during 
War

During 
War

Joyce 
Kiyooka

1940 - Still has a fingerprint card.  
Remembers being called "Jap"; very 
hurtful; mom and dad were Canadian 
citizens.

Culture Experience 
coming to 
Canada

Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1962 Did not speak English but she heard 
it many times.  She was able to adapt 
to the culture but found it cold.

Culture Visiting Japan Post War 
after 1970

Jim Hoyano 1970s 1971 when I graduated went to Japan 
with Yumiko. Charter flight with 
"Asian American Recreation Club" - 
only way to get a cheap flight. 
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Interview 
question 
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topics

Topics Related people 
names

Follow-up Notes

Culture Travel Post War 
to 1969

Isao 
Yamamoto

1950 Mr. Yamamoto was the first 
Japanese passenger on CP Airline 
from Tokyo to Canada.  Isao and 
parents who came to see him off, had 
to get permission to get into Haneda 
because it was all occupied by the 
U.S. (military?).

Culture Japanese 
Traditions

Post War 
to 1969

Toshiko 
Yamamoto

1960'a Practiced Japanese traditions like 
New Year's Day.

Culture Internment During 
War

Tom Sando 1941 Many references to his book about 
wartime POW camp in Japanese with 
sketches. Also "Misty Skeena River". 
"Christmas in New Denver".

Collect his books/articles.

Identity Marriage Post War 
after 1970

Tsuruda, 
Ruby

Not 
Answered

Child marrying white American.

Identity Immigration Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1973 Five ladies got a immigration status 
after they stayed in Canada for one 
year.

Takayanagi, 
Makiko 
Yoshimura, 
Yumiko 
Watanabe.

Identity Immigration Post War 
after 1970

Keiko Frueh 1974 - 1975 Technical immigration started. Shukuda.

Identity Family Post War 
after 1970

Heidi 
Matsune

Not 
Answered

One son is in Japan. Another son, 
Paul, is married to Japanese. Sons 
studied Japanese at the University.

Speak Japanese to 
grand children (14 and 
18) in Japan. Also, 
they speak to her in 
English.
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Appendix C: Centennial Year of our Japanese Canadians 

- 2 pages 
- Source: “Heritage”. Vol. 5, No. 3. May-June 1977. 

Pp14-15 (scan of photocopy) 







 
 
 
 
 
Appendix D: Senior Interviews from newsletters 

- 15 pages 
- Source: EJCC / EJCA newsletter (EJCC is forerunner 

to EJCA) 
- Some include dates but not all  

































 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix E: Sugizo Nakamura from “Heritage” 

- 2 pages 
- Source: “Heritage”. Vol. 5, No. 3. May-June 1977. 

Pp14-15 (scan of photocopy)  
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