
The Internet Archive: 
What, Why and How? 

Slides at bit.ly/2021-NEOS-IA 

These slides are licensed with a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License which means you are free to share and adapt these as long as you give appropriate 
credit.

NEOS Miniconference - June 4, 2021
Sarah Severson, Digital Projects Librarian
sarah.severson@ualberta.ca  

http://bit.ly/2021-NEOS-IA
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:sarah.severson@ualberta.ca


What is the Internet 
Archive? 



● Online library of millions of free books, movies, 
software, music and billions of websites  

● An advocacy organization 
● A non-profit organization

● Mission to provide Universal Access to All Knowledge

https://archive.org/

https://archive.org/


As a non-profit they 
are funded through 

● Donations 
● Grants 
● Web-archiving as 

a service
● Digitization as a  

service



A brief history of the Internet Archive 

1996

Founded & 
Starting saving web pages

Search Introduced  via 
the Wayback Machine 

2001

Start Archiving TV

2001

Move a Copy 
to Canada? 

2016

Canada’s First Scanning 
Center opens

2004

National Emergency 
Library 

2020



70+ Petabytes (and growing) 

Internet Archive servers in 2006 (AP Photo/Ben Margot) Statistics from https://archive.org/about/
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Wayback             
Machine

Search for old 
versions of a webpage 

Save current version 
of a webpage 

https://archive.org/web/

https://archive.org/web/


Archive-it
Web archiving service  

Search curated collections of web 
content

Use the (paid) service to develop 
web archive collections

https://archive-it.org/



Wikipedia -> Internet Archive  
 



What can you find in 
the Internet Archive?



What can you 
find in the 
Internet 
Archive? 

Popular books 



Using 
Controlled 

Digital 
Lending to 

restrict access 
to material 



https://archive.org/details/historyofalberta00mac
g

Controlled 
Digital Lending

https://archive.org/details/historyofalberta00macg
https://archive.org/details/historyofalberta00macg
https://archive.org/details/historyofalberta00macg


Rare Books

16th century books from the 
Thomas Fisher Rare Book 
Library at the University of 
Toronto 



Images 

University of Alberta 
Libraries Historical 
Postcard Collection

https://archive.org/details
/albertapostcards



Audio

Also live concerts, podcasts 

https://archive.org/details/
78rpm_bostonpubliclibrary



Video and Films

https://archive.org/details/prelinger

Prelinger Archives includes 
home movies and other 
ephemeral advertising & 
educational films. 



https://archive.org/details/tv

https://ia-petabox.archive.org/details/TV-SFGTV
https://ia-petabox.archive.org/details/RT_20191022_170000_News
https://archive.org/details/tv


Arcade Games

Like Tetris, Oregon Trail 
and Pacman that you can 
play in browser  

archive.org/details/internetarcade

https://archive.org/details/internetarcade


Software 

● Vintage software
● Installation and Driver CD-ROMs
● Gaming consoles

archive.org/details/software



Fun Fact 

NASA has over 
+200,000 images 
and videos 

archive.org/details/nasa

https://archive.org/details/nasa


Who uploads to the 
Internet Archive? 



Who uploads to 
the Internet 
Archive? 

Anyone! 



Who uploads to 
the Internet 
Archive? 

Libraries and Archives 
like us!

https://archive.org/details/toronto



Who 
uploads to 
the Internet 
Archive? 

Metropolitan 
Museum of Art

archive.org/details/metropolitanm
useumofart-gallery



Who 
uploads to 
the Internet 
Archive? 

Smithsonian 
Libraries

https://archive.org/details/smithsonian



Who 
uploads to 
the Internet 
Archive? 

Biodiversity 
Heritage 
Library

archive.org/details/
biodiversity



Benefits
● Free & unlimited storage 

● Variety of file formats

● Serendipity discovery



Disadvantages

● No control 
● Usability 
● Findabililty



Managing your 
collections
● Web based interface to upload 

single items 
● Web based interface to edit 

metadata



● Web based interface to upload 
single items 

● Web based interface to edit 
metadata

● Maintains a history of all 
changes 

Managing your 
collections



● Web based interface to upload single 
items 

● Web based interface to edit metadata
● Maintains a history of all changes 

● Command line interface for batch 
uploading and metadata changes 

Managing your 
collections



Internet Archive 
Digitization 
Services 



https://archive.org/scanning

https://archive.org/scanning


Digitization machines 

Scribe v-cradle located at RCRF Overhead photography station in Rutherford Library 



Donations get digitized 

● Hamilton Public Library
● Milton Public Library 
● Trent University 



Digitization for 
Accessibility 

● Access to different file types 
● Skip the borrowing line 
● Create new digital copies 



Tips & Tricks 
How can you use 
materials in the 
Internet Archive? 



Viewing 

Default sort by number 
of views

Sorts on the last week of views to 
surface recent popular materials

https://archive.org/details/toronto



Browsing 

https://archive.org/details/toronto?sort=-addeddate

By date added



https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?sort=-date

Tip: Internet Archive only 
supports YYYY-MM-DD for 

publication date

Which means common forms 
that library use in 
cataloguing like,  ca. 1940 or 
19--, do not sort properly,

https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?sort=-date


Browsing 
Nested 

Collections
archive.org/details/bpsc_madge 
is a part of 
archive.org/details/brucepeel 
is a part of 
archive.org/details/university_of_albert
a_libraries
Is a part of 
archive.org/details/toronto

https://archive.org/details/bpsc_madge
https://archive.org/details/brucepeel
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries


Filters 
 

https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries

https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries


Tip: You can use filters 
to create your own 
sub-set to send to 

user

https://archive.org/details/university_of_al
berta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3
A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3
A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter

%3A%22Ojibwa%22

https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Ojibwa%22
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Ojibwa%22
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Ojibwa%22
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Ojibwa%22
https://archive.org/details/university_of_alberta_libraries?&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Cree%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Mohawk%22&and[]=languageSorter%3A%22Ojibwa%22


Searching
1. All of the Internet 

Archive 
2. Keyword metadata
3. Keyword full text



Metadata 
search 
results

https://archive.org/details/university_of_albert
a_libraries?and%5B%5D=elephants&sin=



Metadata 
search 

results in 
an item

https://archive.org/details/GAT_195
6112301



Full text 
search 
results 

https://archive.org/search.php?query=elephants&a
nd[]=collection:%22university_of_alberta_libraries

%22&sin=TXT



Full text 
search 

results in 
individual 

item 
https://archive.org/details/bluejay712sask/page/82

/mode/2up?q=elephants 

https://archive.org/details/bluejay712sask/page/82/mode/2up?q=elephants
https://archive.org/details/bluejay712sask/page/82/mode/2up?q=elephants


Advanced 
Search 

archive.org/advancedsearc
h.php

https://archive.org/advancedsearch.php
https://archive.org/advancedsearch.php


Tip: Every item 
includes a built 

in screen 
reader

https://archive.org/details/N031120



https://archive.org/details/N031120

Download 
options

 Downloading high 
resolution files



Download 
options
 Full text file 



Searching 

Full text of a single item

https://archive.org/details/N031120/page/6/mod
e/2up?q=parking

https://archive.org/details/N031120/page/6/mode/2up?q=parking
https://archive.org/details/N031120/page/6/mode/2up?q=parking


Rights & 
Usage 

Information

archive.org/details/UAA-1972-108-652

https://archive.org/details/UAA-1972-108-652


Thank you! 
Any questions?  

sarah.severson@ualberta.ca 
digitization@ualberta.ca 

mailto:sarah.severson@ualberta.ca
mailto:digitization@ualberta.ca

