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CGI-PLN Basics
start date: Oct 2012

content: DSP (~FDLP) pdfs
governance: committee and policy

web site: http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network

members: active!

http://plnwiki.lockss.org/wiki/index.php/CGI_network


Canadian Government Information PLN

University of Victoria
University of British Columbia
Simon Fraser University
Stanford University
University of Alberta
University of Calgary

University of Saskatchewan
University of Toronto / Scholars Portal
McGill University
Dalhousie University



CGI-PLN Governance

Steering Committee 
● sets policy (e.g., Collection and Access)
● special projects (e.g., fugitive docs, etc.)

Technical Committee
● advisory, develops workflows for ingest



CGI-PLN Collection

DSP Workflow:
1. DSP Catalogue Report 

(XML)
2. create seedlist 
3. Archive-IT crawl https://archive-

it.org/collections/3572
4. metadata?
5. WARC files added to 

LOCKSS boxes using AI 
plugin

https://archive-it.org/collections/3572
https://archive-it.org/collections/3572
https://archive-it.org/collections/3572


The Canadian 
Situation



Assumption
● Canada’s Depository 

Services Program (DSP) 
distributed and 
continues to distribute 
everything published by 
the Government of 
Canada (GOC) 

● DSP is not a publisher 
and many publications 
are not made available 
to DSP (despite PPs)

● DSP stopped distributing 
paper in 2014; only 
collects select pdfs

● TBS (~GAO) web 
protocol prioritizes html 
over pdfs

Reality







Assumption
● Library and Archives 

Canada (LAC) collects 
and preserves all 
government information, 
regardless of format 

● despite legal deposit (via 
legislative authority), 
many items are not 
collected by LAC 

● content acquired via 
LAC’s renewed web 
harvesting program is 
not available to the 
public

Reality

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/legal-deposit/Pages/legal-deposit.aspx


Assumption
● Crown Copyright 

necessitates written 
permission before 
capturing, reproducing 
GOC materials

● 2010: (reasonable) 
personal and non-
commercial use 
permissions clarified by 
Crown Copyright and 
Licensing section

● 2013: copyright 
clearance transferred to 
departments

Reality



Assumption
● All non-sensitive GOC 

information is online 
and/or searchable via 
Google

● Open Government is a 
GOC priority 

● been waiting years for a 
centralized Virtual 
Library for govt info 

● many publications and 
documents have been 
removed from GOC web 
sites

● researchers use IA for 
GOC web content

Reality



Web Renewal Action Plan



"What the Heck is Happening Up North? Canadian Government Information Circa 2014." Documents to the 
People (DTTP), 42.1 (Spring 2014), p. 15-20. http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38740  (online availability 
also expected here: http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/DttP_Full_Text) 

https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/presentations

http://hdl.handle.net/10402/era.38740
http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/DttP_Full_Text
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/presentations
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/presentations


CGI-PLN Success

Creating a Partnership  
● first network of government librarians in Canada 

created outside the auspices of a professional 
association

● preservation of at-risk content
● joint Archive-IT account 
● new research projects (e.g., fugitive docs, lost web 

content analysis)



Questions?

Amanda Wakaruk
Government Information Librarian
University of Alberta Libraries
amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca @awakaruk
https://sites.google.com/a/ualberta.ca/wakaruk/
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