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‘iidwup es beiiefs~speei£ic to writing.,fmheaﬁtﬁﬂyﬂf{

'C‘;:found that although some commonality of beliefs vas evident.
': ¢teachers had ipdividualistic belief systems about the_&f;fﬁ:f

b

‘writing process that tended to be influenced by the R

B tindividual's slobal belief system. *egeif'7ffff ,_3,‘
"ifhﬂE‘ The practlcesbeach teacher employed in teaching wriling
"vywere 1dentif1ed by the teacher and researcher independently
"ieias they viewed the ‘1deotaped le sons. feachers varled xn
”fifbhe1r method of respbnse'“some fnllowed the'tideo text :

xﬂy;closely-whlle others dlscussed generalhptectices ahd

%;;bhilosophles. The researcher generally 1dentiftee more}#fh}
7¥spec1£1c;‘andvrepeated 1nstances of partlcular prartxtes
zﬁthan the teacher._ Although some broad consistehc1esbwere ?

P

ﬁ*Present 1n teachlng Pract1ces acfoss the cae§~stud1csr_bl*l}w

/
'was fodnd that these practlces were shaped 1nto a’ unxque ﬂﬂga

,1nstr&ct10na1 style for eacR teacher

] All 51x case studles showed a. hléh degtee of congrueneyf
‘between bellefs and prectleggihﬂ o |

J;;7Th"fe“ ‘Impllcatlons for pedagoglcal ptectlcee-emerged 55&'

:‘:centered on’ deVeloplng self awareness Of one s bGIIOfS and

vpractlces.‘ Suggestlons for ways of gettlné-ln tunc w1th
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ﬁ‘ivalldating/neh and beLter methods or curr:cula (Cruvos,_
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Instructlonsl Bahav1ors —‘The ohservable actions,.'
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'mannerlsms a

Loy . S

'“:‘style durlng
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nd responses that characterlze a teacher s,

. ) LN - :
- " i .
1nstruct10na1 t1me 1n the clas§}oom.“

(Repertory Grld Procedure i A technlque for ellci\}ng the

“-.

'd1men31ons (or b1 polar constructs) that a subJect commonly

'iuseS“tO»anal

yze hls\dofld ‘and upon whlch he bases

predictions about hls world

wﬂLaddering Procedure 4 A process in wh1ch subJects construct —

1a 1adder of

”fﬂThe end resd

Justlflcatuons for certaln values they hold

1t is a statement of an underlylng bellef

»

procedures and technlques that a teacher uses in- creatlng a FA
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researcher s;““
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R 'n*_z{“The 11m1ted nuﬁber of lessons v1deotaped may notf»

L Nhave adequately reflected the full range of the:’
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BN teacher s 1nstruct10nal practlces.be - f;a;ﬂ?f5 RN
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. '1nstruct1bna1 behav1ors.' ff;ﬂd7wh7'

‘-;ﬁ}“The technlqueSIUSed to tap the teacher s bellefs

P
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ReCently an increasing number of eduaational resghrch‘”

.q

‘H:projects have focused upon the classroom for the major""“"'

v

”cj:purpose pf obserV1ng 1nstructlonal practices fn their,

" R v ot +

-Vgnaturallstlc settlngs.' Ultimately the goal has been the

'understandlvé/and 1mprovement of the teachlng 1earnipg

-

‘ : “

h.process :.By moving away fr m a surface lovel'

JEE 1 . Y] can

v

understand1ng of the teachlng process towards a bctto

\ LC ""

“funderstandlng of the underlylng be]lef§ that may lnfluoﬂCO

‘1nstruct1ona1 practices. th;s study ma} broaden tho N

"anowledge base ooncernlng teachlng in general.

[ .

Methods used “in thlS study may prove benc[lcxal as

'

dlagnostlc dev1ces for teachers w15h1ng to undcratnnd and

Lo

.1mprove thelr 1nstruct10na1 practlces. A ratlonale For

»

fthls method ofdata collect1on 1nthe areaof teacher e

P

-‘Zbellefs and practlces ‘may. belobtalmed “F1nally,jthe

o

R

‘ulnvestlgatlon of relatlonshlps between teacher bellefs. nd°

:practltes could hold 1mpl1cat10ns for 1nserv1ce programs or

“"currlcula of teacher educatlon 1nst1tut10ns.‘
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Chapter One has 1dent1f1ed the nature of the problem

.X‘and the de51gn of qhe study was outllned The follow1ng

c;four chapters report the study in- 1ts entlrety.a Chapter

. “

L
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Two contains a review of the pertinent 11terature. Chapter‘

N

':Three describes the sample. data collection procedures and
“fﬂinstnumentauion and analysis techniques.j Chapter Four
'presents the 1ndividua1 case studles ‘and’ thelr analyses.

:;Chapter FiVe suggests cqnclusions based on the flndings,<

”and 1mp11cat1ons for further research e
: o } . | , S . .‘\v “ “ . _‘ . . ‘.....‘l‘ .
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Teachlng is ‘a complex processr
/

Whlle obserVaMions oft

-~ -~

teacher s 1nqtructiona1 behavlours in classroom settings; .

has contrlbuted slgnlficaﬁuly to an understandxng of

+

classroom 11fe, there 1s an, 1ncrea$1ng awareness of the

A

heed to 1nvest1gate not only teacher behavxours. but as’

v well 'the bellef systems whlch gu1de these behavnours,:i

-unqonsc;ously,chosen, are an expresslon of bel1efs held by

order to galn a fuller understandlng of the teachtmg ' '

7 ¢
; S

process. The 1mpetus towards research 1n thls area is”f,,
L ‘;?, . " . v ct ,'1"‘ DU ‘ . o o By
baSed on the assumptlon that what teachers do 1s 1nf1uenccd

by what they thlnk and belleve (Good, Blddle and Brophy,

’

1975"Clark and Ylnger, 1979 Conners,.1978)
Much of the 11terature rcgardlng teachers bellefs han:fj

focused on thls varlable 1n relatlon to teacher ,fg_f;.gﬁ

effectlveness studles The consensus expressed 1s-that’“,

'7-'effect1ve teachers are aware of the1r bellefs,'not that

effectlve teachers hold a certaln sct of bellefs The

N
[ ,\

’~concernfls~that there isy no such thing ds a value neutral 'ff*

?.actlon‘ teachlng practlcest> whcther consc1ously orﬂ”_f;fveyﬂk“”

. LY

" the person" (Dobson and Dobson.,1983 2@g arshall fil:zn

.t



"”j:orlentat1on 1nfluences goals and expectancies procadures,

10

. [ : ., s, | ) .
R ' ) R . ' . \ o 1

; sonal value orﬁﬁntations before refinement and

',improvement of their creft can occur. Katz (1977) and

>y \

.';,Shallcross (1979) in their professional development models‘

for teachers declare that mﬂture prgfessionals guide theirL
\

hactions by xnternalxzed beliefs Wlles and Bondi (1979)
tpropose that 1n v1ew of the mu1t1p1dcity of choices which :\;:;
‘faoe teachers it 1s important that they understand their o
‘fown values and beliefs ab0ut educatlon Dobson and Dobsouwﬁﬂ
K1983) conclude that real 1mprovement 1n education w111

7occur only when educators experlence belJef practlce
. Ce ."” : . - v \‘..‘ hv
-_'congruency..,". ~ﬂuw'g "--‘ R "'f3~

- Several studles have 1dent1f1ed teachers perceptlons'\

'as ‘an 1mportant varlable 1n effectlve detlsion maklng

AR

'(Combs et al 1969 Usher and Hanke,‘197l Brophy and
| Cood 1974 Goddlad 1974 Shulman and Elsceln.l1975¢

‘;'Shavelson._ 1983) . o ‘, R
T PO . * . ‘- [ . .";

; o HarSte and quke (1977) hypotheS1zed that teachers

“}make dec131ons a&out readlng 1nstruct1on based on the

-

""theory, ot assumptlons they hold about read1ng and

e N
ﬂ.learnlng,{ They proposed that a teacher s theofetlcal

mateclal seLectlons and . classroom tﬂteractlon patterns
Whllé reSearchﬂznto theAdec1sion maklng aspects of B

. u., : o o

teachmng has been carrled od% few studles haveifd

1nvest13ated the relatlonshlp between teachers i@bliCiitne

—

L.
g



;.,theories or beliefs and their teaching practlcos or the

}and practiCes will be discussed in three main areas. the fa

— : 1

l,factors which influence the 1mp1ementation of beliefs.- ‘I‘h'T

L

this: chapter. the literahure pertaining to teacher beliets"

’

7»,general teaching contexc. in the language arts fieldk and

7

: 'within the written language setcing. ; ‘;"-f. N ‘1"*

‘

N

v o S . ; -
v . o YA . T
. v . N . . . Y .
\ \

“

-1nterv1ews w1th 60 elementary school teachers inv01ved ih

Beliefs an&rPfectieee'iﬁuT;achiaglJ‘

.

Sdme general stud1es have been carrled out to~'

'1nvest;gate the understand1ngs. constructs or’ peereCtivee

.that 1nf1uence classroom behaviour.) Three studleb - ”lf

repreSent the research in~this ar?a.‘

,‘ [ . T

<

E Buss1s, Chlttenden and Amarel (1976) through 1n deprh

i

" an . open»educatlon 'approach to 1nstruct1on ,1nvestlgated

. the 1nternallzed understand1ngs and constructs that

Yy

'_1nfluenced the teachegs lehaV1ours 1n the clasqroqm."Thc*'

';teachers bel1efs 1n four areas* teachers understandxngs'

Jpeoplevcreate around themselves-,(bnv

wunderlylng assumptlon of the study was thatv inte nal

mental processes (understandlngs, bellefs and valu ) are.

_maJor determlnants of behab1our as well as . the ejﬁlronments
¥ . . oL ST
!

In analy21ng the 1nterv1ew-protocol Bussis.énd'

;

colleagues constructed cod1ng systems to, categorxze the

o

'of-curriculum; peachers» understand1ngs of chlldren, theu



K

\

Placo of social ;\bcngction in loarning.. W1th1n each area,

2

;rr', &nponconce of. ehildron:m Lnnorolts and.chpices. and bhe

teachers were grouped 1

) one of four gfoups according to. -,

the conatruct system thn choracte ized theirlprofeased

B

beliefs and their corre'ponding observed practices.

In the: aréa : chers understandings of rurriculum :

group one (12% of teachers) had grade level facts and 4’
'skills" ‘as a dominant priority with little evidence of new
\ E nethods in surfece curriaulum compared Lo whot ;eachers had
previously pract1ced._ Group 2 (221) also had grade 1eve1
‘tacts and*skllls as the dominant pr1oricy, however, ,':?f
comsiderable change and experimentatlon was EVldenced in
surface curriculum._ The thlrd group (39%) expressed grade
level facts and sk1lls" as .a priority but it was ot a.‘.
dominant prlority.' TheLr surface curr1culum pr&vxded man)
r1ch and interestxng exper1ences for/ch dxen Group 4
(452) showed 11tt1e ev1dence of grade— evel and skills
dominance, and 11ke grou}Athree, prov1ded opportunltles for
‘students to experlence ‘a r1ch surface currlculum R
| The ana1y31s of ch11dren s needs and feellngs showed
j.that for ZOZ of the - teachers, needb and feellngs were only‘h
. remotely percelved,.or perce1ved as. unreal' ISZ percelved
1‘needs and fee11ngs as real and desirable of expre551on butfh‘.,
h1ndered learnlng, 32% saw the expre551on of needs and G

feellngs as a necessary context for learnxng and 33% sawi'

these qual1t1es as belng 1nseparab1e'from and 1ntegra1 to'

Y A‘«'“‘ . e



" ‘ : y ) .” P v ”H‘~ I S
~the leurn#h& pxo;ess. :,-.";‘gfé‘fka;t.,fﬂ' dy\lt« EPPCA N R
The third'aree dealt wtth teachers perceptionu of .
‘children .8 interests and choicce, a. concept that guides_ ”t,ﬁ‘n

fledtning in the open education philosoﬁﬁ&. Orientntion A

teachers (202) talked about - choice and 1nterest An a

i limited way., Orientation B teachers (302) beliewéd that ,'

‘e

valuable learning did occur when studenta pursued their own

';'

'~‘interests (in group settings) but choice was reqtricted to

o 1nteres s whlch were contlnuous but restlient. They

enrichment work oaly and held no place ‘in ezre erene\\
Orientation C teachers 22%) saw intereet and choice tn « ‘
terms of 1nd1Viduals rather than group% and con51dered then
'related to core as well as elective subJect arees. Thigs:
dgroup took ' student 1nterests at face value _and utiltfed it
to further Skllls but also suspected 1nterests were

'1nfluenced by peer pressure or attractiveness of mater1alsu

'Orlentatlon D teachers (28%) assumed all chlldren possessed
o,

. " f
con51dered chlldren S 1nterests .as 1ntegral to 1earn1ng and

saw thelr role as one of 1dent1fy1ng and stlmulatxng thescA

.‘\ | . o .

~

1nterests.
. S J

/

In the area’ of social 1nteract10n-teachere varled xn
the amount of group work and student interaction permltted
in their classroom according to their different beliefs.
Categony A teachers (187) d1d not perce1ve 1nteraction as.
.significant for 1earn1ng, Category B teachers (SZY.saw

'interactlon as potentlally 1nterfer1ng w1th 1earn1ng, ,



o

'7_e1ght weeks of @bservatlonS‘ln each class._lhformatlonﬁ i;f

a—~

student WOrk pygn books texts& tests and report ca'ds :

. S,O‘C 1-aA

’ »,and planned activ1t1es (a clue ro-practlce) are better able

"1

\

’ '.‘j‘.: e L "W) . o : K . "

from one another and. Category D teachers (AO?)
thought ) learnlng,hboth personal and cogn1t1ve. as h1ghly

1n character.w Bu551s and colleagues concluded that

e »

teachers who are aware of the connectlons between bellefofa
. .",\'

to 1mp1ement thelr‘hellefs.

ThlS conclusnon 1s based on . self reported teachlng
practlces whlch may not be an accurate reflectlon of actual
practlce' consequently, further research 1s needed to

s

support th1s f1nd1ng‘y?;x

-Ross (1979) conducted an ethnographlc study 1nvolv1ngs
. D
three klnd rgarten teachers to 1nvese1gate the relatlonshlp

between teachers beliefs and practlces.: Durlng-six-toﬁ

o

about teachlng practlces;yas recorded 1n fleld note form.'fifv

N P

Formal and 1nforma1 1nterv1ews were conducted w1th

teachers pr1nc1pals and students tp obtﬁln 1nformatlon

about each teacher s bel1efs,.the teachlng contexts and the""

,1mpact of practlce on- chlldren. Interv1ew questlons,

\hatterned after those developed by Bussxs et
'; g b0 } s, “' R

(1976)

assessed bellefs 1nd1rect1y by obtalnlng Oplnlons about Lyu;hj

varlous educat10n11 1ssues.j Classroom artlfacts such as R

‘ory c teachere (67%) percelved 1nteract10n as Cbllﬁren:”

'1ﬁ.



.,".'influente those practices_ ST e

'htclassroom the teacher belleve that groupmng ch1ldren:wv

‘?thelr abllltles to 1mp1ement thosg belxefs.. The

'1n both thelr bellefs about teach1ng and ch1ldren and_

fexample serves\to 111ustrate the 1mportance of c1oar1y

b

The flndlngs showed that the threo teachers dlffered

PR

i Y

D t

: def1ned bellefs as they relate to praCt1CLS. 'Ihﬁof“‘

~f<unnecessary due UJthe lack of real academlc wors g

ST

\ .

f“waeademicr' The teacher further stated.thdt grouplng

: ’system off1c1als

.qi'recognltlon matched rhym1ng_w0rds and dld sequencrng

_’, o ;

a

‘1ndergarten, yet pract1tes rev»ealed that ch ldrs

A ’ iR

wrltten exerc1ses,>pratt1ced number, letter and ound

act1v1t1ee act1v1t1es that can certalnly be cons]dored

hjcomplet1ng

teacher 3551gned tasks.r Ross determlned that ‘our factorq‘eg

1mp1ement bellefs. l) clarlty of bellefs,AZ) the abrllty Lojfi:

percelve connectlons betWeen bellefs‘and pract1ces‘ﬁ *ff {_:j'

- , R
1dent1faed prev1ously as 1mportant 3) an awarenees andu*

thorough understandlng of pOSSLble altcrnative practlces

and 4) the teacher s perceptlon of the bellefs Qf qchool

;Janesiekr(cited.ih«Conhére, 1982) attempted Lo
descrlbe and explaln a- teacher's classroom perspectlve by

o



=,

"relatlonships or behav1ours that warranted fu“t

’“ﬂénaly51s Was. carrled out

-grespect and cooperatlon

actlons and crlter

Janesick s

RSO

htwlth t'e teacher was analyzed weekly to dlscover patterns, S

'investlgatlon. On completlon of f1eld work a f1nal

o

In thls’stu'y,.Janesmck’concluded that the teacher s

"”‘ﬂperspectlve 1nd1cated a concern for creatlng and

€,mea1nta1ning a stable, cohe51ve grpup in order that stated
wl,,classroom goals mlght be attalned ‘ Thls-group-perspectlve.ﬁﬁ
-'led the teacher to concentrate on: varlous components of

group life, He modelled group leadershlp qualltles and

N D

-gbehav1ours and had students part1c1pate in many group

'“act1v1t1es as a means of worklng towards hlS goals of R

B Y



T Beliefs and. Pr

REMOA

bellefs : Also 1t was found that 1mpiementarlon of

practlces are 1n£1uenced by many factors.. 1he necd ﬂb”55¥f17VH

bellefs and practlces Ln various subject arcas "is . - >
'%,warranted ERER R

it*? Sliélhéﬁid5§§¥ﬁftsm;7

bellefb 1n the 1anguage arts area,

1ong1tud1nal study of elementary teqchers fbellefs Tfhbn'

read1ng area has been carried out (Iohn ton f%77 Duffy,‘rief

'I977"Barr and Duffy, 1978,.Bu1ke and Duffy,:1979)

Inltlally,_the study set ouL to 1nvest1gate”what canccptual,ﬁf=

g or bellef systems teachers posseesed in, the readxng area,"”

and 1f they exlsted whether thfme"belxe{s Jnfluencvd

’ 'teachlng practlces,fand ultlmately, growth 1n Lhc readxn&

5ab1I1tiés Of puplls._ U51ng a Pr0pos1t1ondl Sort Instru”entg:w 

t

and ‘a varlatlon of kclly s (195)) Role Conccpt ReperLory

~Test Duffy and colleagues 1denL1f1ed cleven teachor% who

ev1denced strbng bellef pabterns.. Observaulons were yff

carrled out u31ng ethnographlc fleld notes whlle pre-.and

ppe;— obqervat1on 1nterv1ews were ut1117ed to determlne the*j_




'their concebtlons of readlng. Case stud1e$ of these\?!L

‘-teachers 1e¢ the reSearchers to conclude that teachers




} (rkeferred . tb "a‘;. 1nternb )\Cnrolle(l'

i




%fggfgg{fé'yat'discerning th“ir concepts of reading an«

7fffreading process.f

iA qase studyﬂqﬁ an 11 year~old slxth

HFSYader was presented to the 1nterns' included was a summary’"’y

gof standardlzed and 1nforma1 test data, informal reading
'f_inventories and mlscue analyses. Interns were asked‘tw"f'

*'study the case and prlorltrze the1r dlagnostlc hypotheses

';fsand intervent1on strategies that they would recommend

“.LfThen concepts of the reading proceSS were catﬁgorlzd_as

;ng either top-down,w_ottom up or 1nteract1ve.‘as Were_fW;*‘”

}
¢

dlagnostlc analyses and recommendat1ons for 1ntervent1on..",gf

”r?showed that wh11e 507 of the part1c1pants ascribed

f

-ﬂfrto an 1nteract1ve model of readlng, only one thlrd showed

f;an 1nteract1ve approach to dlagn051s and 1ntervent10nrw All*}?s

‘ ,but one of these teacher 1nterns had no prev1ous teachlng

2 T e

‘erxperlence-, Further examlnatlon reveeled that 40 of the 60

interns 1nd1cated a bottom up approach to'dlagn051s and

teachlng but 19 of these as%flbed to an interactlve;‘~f'"l

_..I, .

5fapproach The maJorlty of thls group of 40 were

“f‘experlenced teachers.- It would appear that experlenced

fteachers-brlng from thelr background a number of structured

.;jst ategles and processes that relnforce a bottom up model

~;11ke1y 1nfluenced by the emphasls on ‘a dlagnostlc-sf
,MQQmpprescrlptlve model of teachlng currently 1n use w;th many
jepubllshed materlals._ None of the ten teachers who ascrlbed

;_jj;;:co top down concepts of the readlng process stated

"f{dlagnostIC hypotheses or teachlng strateg1es to reflect

{A\ .



,‘Vchet mOAel.‘QM&ersQend Rihglén}concluded that establishing

X /‘}

tﬁ‘a conscious awareness of conceptual schema muet be ‘a

prerequ151te for further learning or. for reconstruction of

. .

a bellef system as a teacher s knowledge base 1ncreases.

e

Methany (1979) surveyed two hundrcd Michigan glassroom

teachers regarding their bellefs ahout reading FLndings

"'1nd1cated that teachers may Shlft their readlng beliels as

’ »f',

they m0ve from 10wer elementary gradcs to upper elemcnt'ry

'

grades or- v1ce versa. Teachers 1n the K 3 grades tended to

A - /

have Skllls orlentcd bellefs whale teachers in grades 4- 6
had more pup11 centred 5rnterestebesed*approachesuto o
readlng o | | e |
Methany (1980) c0nt1nued hls’rescarch with. nlne';?
teachers 1n grades one and two whovwere part1c1pat1né

the Conceptlons of Readlng PrOJect These teachers were

known to group studentsiéor readlng 1nstruct1on.ﬁ hach

° , S
teacher was 1nterv1ewed and” audlotaped as she stat d her.v“’

readlng bellefs for flve varled groups of readerS' hc

1owest readlng group, her highest readlng group,‘her wholn

‘ﬁﬂ?class, an upper e]ementary class. and flnally,'a class fr «

a” SOC1oeconom1c background dlfferent to that in whmch sh

L was currently teachlng

.fii

c,
~

Teachers were glven elght sets of cr1ter1a [1)

) crlterla for Judglng pupll readlng succeSS' 2) crlterla for

groups, 4) t1me allocatloq to readlng act1v1t1es, 5) t1me

- B
T

h'selectlng materlals°~3) cr1ter1a for formlng 1nstruct10nali-



'allocationdto‘puplls, 6) favored word recognition prompts.

T-‘7) qomprehension emphasis‘,and 8) favored instructional

1role] and were allowed to generate as many statements as .

I .

“,they wiszed in order to: convey their beliefs.‘ Each

teacher S statements about her 1owest readlng group were

tocomparedto thoSefor theother groupas theseprov1dedthe

'fmost contrest and a tally w.as taken."

Results indlcated that compared to bellefs about thelrg'.

lowest group. 83% held dlfferent bellefs for upper grade

.xxeaders, 777 held dlfferent bellefs for top readers.‘732”:'

gheld d1551mllar bellefs for readers £rom hlgh SES

backgrounds and 367 vlewed thelr whole class differently

:than the1r lowest group : Th1s analysxs.supported the

u‘hypothe51s that teachers readlng be11efs varied across. - 3

‘d spec1f1c readlng subgroups Teachers also belleved that .

- 'Jklnds of c0mprahen31on and word recognltlon cues should
LR
B {(;’g ,

'7<readers rece1v1ng 51mple factual 1ow level comprehen51on.r

L.

kvary from group to group w1th low readers and low SES

fexerclses and phonetlc type cues and hlgh SES top group

'pand upper grade readers rece1v1ng hlgh level comprehen51on

‘act1v1t1es w1th contextual cues. In add1t10n, the former

-

group was’ belleved to need more dlrect 1nstructlonal time -

'{ where the teacher acted as a controller and step by step_jll'

d1rector contrast1ngly 1n the 1atter group, the teacher s

'lvrole was one. of pass1ve gu1de fac111tator‘ Methany";"

”concluded by statlng that teacher s readlng be11efs are a-



§ S

.L-

function of their expectatidns for different kinds of

,,readers and a{e not based on theoreticul reading models.

K
LA 2

B

»

beford (1985) recognfzed that the papt difficulty 1n

e

explorlng the relationship between teachers behaviours and ‘

theorec1ca1 orlentations lay in tho 1ack of a. cOnsistentlf

and rellable measure of teachers belief systemsn- Her

study validated an 1nstrument the Deford Theoretical

Orlentation to Readlng Proflle (TORP) ‘a leert scale
response system to determine a teacher s beliefs about
practmces in readlng 1nstruction;~ The TORP was

adm§n1stered to- 90 teachers who had bcen 1dent1fled by

n.read1ng coordlnators or profe351onals in the f1eld as

‘or1entatlons to readlng 1nstructlon¢‘ RespOnses to thc 26-~

holdlng e1ther phon1zs, skllls. or whole languagef' :

1tem TORP 1nd1cated that 1t was a. rellable measure'(r=;98)h

,Of dlfferences.1n neadlng theoretlcal'orlentatidn The

v
.

greatest scorlng dlfference occurred between thc who]e"
language and_phonlcs groups wh1le ;he skllls group

exhlblted the greatest varlance in scores.~ Wxthin each

subgroup,‘the whole langua&e and phonlcs groups rcglstercd

the least group varlabllxty while thc skllls group showed

hlgher standard dev1atlons.' The whole language group was

most un1f1ed 1n agreelng strongly w1th thelr own ltc

grouplng and most strongly opposed to practlccs 1n tho‘
phonlc grouplng The phonlcs group showed con51stent
agreement w1th pract1ces in" 1ts own 1tem grouplng and was

. N o - Ay
/1 . N : v, . R L. . . e -

3

i
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W?'moat strongly opposed to those in the whole language B ‘Ni‘

&fgrouping while showing moderate agreement with the

practices in the skills groupinguﬂ The skills group ,‘
'rresponses were generally moderate to . items but registered,
»mvstrongest dlsagreemeﬁt to whole language practices.;.w

:

;Qrw' ‘itional thste of the TORP were: conducted to

'fcheék*itv consisten

~professi°nals 1n the fleld were asked to respond to the

e TORP three different tiﬂesv each time from a. different

“»readlng brientatlon perspectlve.“ Response patterns

‘.1nd1cated that the three judges concurred on- phonlcs.

‘

skllls and whole language models of readlng Next 14
teachers were observed teachlng readlng by three observers

"who then trled to predlct teacher responses onuthe TORPL

:
Y

"Followlng actual teacher response to the TORP,,total scores

. e

7vof the teachers were rank ordered wlth the correspondlng
4observer s responses and the two sets of scores were
jCOrrelated There was ‘a signlflcant match ( 86) between'w
observer response/teacher behaV1our. o : '.f'x | |
Deford concluded that the TORP was a rellable, vallds;

'1nstrument for dlscrlmlnatlng,teachers as to the1r

PO

- ﬁtheoretical orlentatlon to readlng However, she

[P

recommended 1t be used in. conJunctlon w1th 1nterv1ews and"

7observat1ons whlch would conflrm a teacher s orlentatlonsu"
. : .. L O N
'and practlces - Deford calls for further research in the

parea of understandlng how. theory is generated modlfled and'

?1rst three Judges in: the form of el
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g"BeIiefsfanderacticés in Writing.

| - L L e >, R L ‘-‘s‘»-..z, Loty B R
é?%ctiaed. reaearoh that will further our understanding of

* '

the learning process

"Bummary s
The four stud1es rev1ewed in this section have:@-
v o

emphasized the importante of teacher held bellefs as

R

d%termlnants of actmon‘ They havi,ﬁndlcated that teachers

' .
»

beliefs are complex and influenced by the environments 1n

whlch they work and the students wlth whom they work“ithef

v - "‘ D N

'cneed to comprehend one’ s belleﬁs ‘was underlxncd as. key

. ' . ' “.
factor ;n eXpandlng 1earn1ng or changlng belxef systems.'

A
“

TheTORP 1nstrument was shown tobe avalid measure ofa‘s;

teacher s theoret1cal orlentatlon in readxng

‘.

Even less research has 1nvestlgated teacher beliefs 1n

3 o M ;
\the area of wrltlng Jeffery (1981) co ducfed a survey of .

’;grade 10 12 teachers and students perceptlons of wr1t1ng

%

'"1n four prOJect schools in Western Austral1a.m Teachers and

istudents respoqged at’ length to ‘an open ended

'Ax'questlonnalre. Broad categories on the teachcr S

ﬂ_questlonnalre 1ncluded klnds of wr1t1ng teachers,set)/a% '

: 'S N N
of writlng,;contexts for wr1t1ng, 1mpre351ons ‘o wrltlng in

L -

;igfades 10 ,ll,fiZ,Iand changes whlch should occur across

S

25

- -
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16-12. Teachers respnnding to the questionnaire o

ygradee

‘’came from a1l aubject areas. Student queSt1°"“aireS

f;tovered areas such as kinds of - writing done/like to be
done. aims of writing. context for . writing(nnd changes or
developments which haVe recently occurred in writing.y‘
Results indicated that ‘in many respects students End

eachers perceptions of the kinds of writing tasks done in
_class and the aims for writing were markedly different.
'“]Where teadhers perceived that they set a vartety of tasks
aimed at. dlsplaying knowledge or shaplng knowledge,

_students saw writing tasks to be mainly essay type for the
»purnoee of sk111-development ,_assesement, or tlmegfiller.
'*Studeht and‘teaeher perceptions of writing context'werg

very sim11ar. For example, they both saw the ‘moslt common
;lead ins to wr1t1ng as’ being dlscussion or reading followed
-vby dlscusslons.‘ Students percelved.more gmethods, leadlngi,
fto writlng than teachers Both perc91ved most of the
ywritten work ddne in school as belﬂg marked
Te:chers ‘impre351ons of’student wrltlng were

generally~negat1ve, but d1d tend to get less negat1ve‘as
grade level 1ncreas»d Teachers and students seemed -
(generally to have d1531m11ar perteptions about the’changes‘
‘that do or should take pIace between years 10 and 12
.Teachers focused to a large degree on: increa31ng maturlty
ev1denced by greater perceptlon and 1mag1nat10n, greater

A
control of language, more conc1seness, greater‘



I

' to see chdnges more: peraonally and most frequently

»

‘f.:; ) :t:“,','.x: ; Ip: ol ’k‘ e V Vi T "'1:, ,«i..‘x;s. i A ) ‘n;;" bgts
sophistication end increusing objectivity. Students tandﬁw

“

mentioned "improvement." changes in attitude. 1onger7)
writing. 1ncreaaed humour, 1ncreaaed underatanding of a
subject area and writing becoming easier. Teachbrs '”J';
identified condltions which prevented changes from |
dtcurring Most of the blame was 1aid on defdciencies in

students: }atk of abi’ ity or motivation - Other fagtors

include@thaVsyscen," lack oikdiagnostic matorials, lack,'

of time, and the‘teachers themselves Jeffery concbuded by

e

caldlng for 1ncreased dialogue begyeen teachers %ﬂd

\

students as a means pf communitating,perceptiuns of ajma

and writing‘tasksi/

~Recognizing a Jeed for a major review of indtructional

practices, Appleby et al, (1981) undertook'a.study in two

parts to 1nvest1gate current wr1t1ng practlces in Amerlcan
schools The flrst strand of the study, 1nvolv1ng 68

teachers in 2. h1gh schdols teachlng 259 randomly selected
lessons, focused on wrft;ng as31gnments and thexr related

-

1nstruct10n.. Data was gbtained regardlng the rolts>f

: wrltlug in ‘the schools, ﬁttltudes and practlces of teachers

in a varlety of subJect areas. and student reactlons to
wrltqng The study found that of all 1nstructtonal txme,

writlng c&nstltuted forty flve percent (45%) but only three

_ percent (3%) of observed class tlme was devoted to.wrlting

: of at least paragraph length Frequently used wrxtlng—'

z%

L



prewrltlng, wr1t1ng and ed1t1ng The study showed that E

prewrltlng act1v1t1es‘were511m1ted ‘;most cases, llttle

Tow . e 3 (3'
dlscu531qp abouﬁ approaches or 1nformatlon occurred

exp11c1t gu1de11nes were d1rected towards 1ength of the

.

,a551gnment. "In a typlcal 3551gnment JUSt over three':‘“’

ta
A

".mlnutes elapsed from the tlme the teacher began to dlscuss'

I e

0T pass out the a551gnment unt11 students began wgltlng (p

ol r

>y:80); Some prewrltlng practlces 1deng1fled 1nc1uded L}f7}w$;f¥f

modelllng of successful task performance, group

. . . " . . e '\
‘dlscu351ons, comprehen51on exerc1ses on new mamerlai and .

ana1y51s of qua11t1es of successful»wrltlng . Act1y1t1e§”'”,fgﬁ

’_deslgned to help students whlle wr1t1ng were almpst

1stent" (p 0) About one thlrd of teachers reported

3351gnments 1nto stages to 31mp11fy the task whllé ;15

[y
. AU - o . i -




‘:: cOnteot we;e least frequently reported

:Just under 30% r"‘ qu1red students to work on moro than one

g

Tﬁdraft of thelr wrltlng.ﬁ Teacher COmments and correcrions

“.

“he‘maJor portlon of. the CdlLlng stage of

fconstltuted

»wrltlng Methanlcal errors were most frequently reported

m4as the focus of teacher responses whlle comments rogdrdlng

R The study concluded w1th suggestions for 1mprovoment'

; .
1n secondary school wrltlng The Elrst step ca]led for

- - A e

tool for 1earn1ng1 rathcr tha”o for d1 playlng

Jae i

requ1red knowledge. ThlS w'uld reqU1re further work iﬁ;hf

*

deVeloplng pract1ca1 descrlptlons of act1v1tlos and

itechnlques to 1nCOrporate 1nto the content area

.

»

"ncreased opportunltles for students to use wr1t1ng as a'“"

Secondly,,teachers need to be made aware of recent researth fm~

could analyze the wr1t1ng context needs to bv dove]oped

t

1nto the comp051ng process A framework WJthln wh)th thev’”

Flnally,?teachers need Lo prov1de contexts in whtch_wrltrng;~”f

\ -
- AN

served 1ts natural commun . 1ve functton rdthe lhan

solely ‘ds a’ dlsplay of 1nformat10n. Wﬁ_ﬁoff*?fcfffii,

Searle and Dllllon (1983) have ex amlned the ndtune of

i

7

on teacher responses to student wrltlng.s Plve Leachors

us1ng approx1mately 20 wr1t1ng samples from thelr classes,

(based on Kelly s personal Construct theory) 1n order to

formulate a hlerarchy of constructs or#bexlofs about'

teachers bellefs about wr1t1ng as, one component of . study

v

hrf@i were&iid.through ‘a Repertory‘Grld and Ladderlng Procedurev'”




— — ) . . . (,, : :

4studen§ wd1t1ng " An 1ndiv1dual broflle of each teacher s

.

practlces was complled based on observatlons, 1nterv1ews.'

'and samples of'student work SlX students from each class
‘\ ’ . t RN
were 1nterv1ewed to determlne student perceptlons of the»f;‘“‘

Ve
. \.

program and the way, teacher comments helped them to wr1teﬁir-*

better. In thlsiway, several perspectlves fd m"whlch'to‘:h

* B

descrlbe and dlSCUSS the teacher s program were obta1ned_f

o ' ThlS phase of the study ultlmately led the resaarchers to‘"

g,'analyze how each teacher s responses f1tted 1nto the.;“ ’

teacher goals, bellefs and practlces.v No SUmmary

"Q conclus1ons were formulated bub‘several observatlons were

LT e

o

‘.-

fmade.l Theya1ncludedfvw

'Ruplls focus omﬂwhat:teachers teach For thls‘

T e

bellefs CONCern1ng wrltlng

.2 A teacher s procedures rema1n constant

"fgj}73 Teachers act on goals but not necessarily on;fu77
belxefs.] It 1s conce1vab1e that goals may emerge from

pramcc,_; T R R PR S

4 The Répertory Grlghgnd Ladderlng Procedures seem toi‘

thelr own bellefs.;?~”":‘“"
The researcher? concluded b) recognlzlng thexﬁeed for
further research 1n thlS area.,_rjuw;

ST T

she ‘




731:

”changed her classroom practlces to reflect a theoretxcal

7¥change 1n wrltlng 1nstruct1on (as prompted by a graduate'

<

course) Observatuons of the teacher durxng wrltlng clabs

’,;were made on a regular ba81s andtdlscussion fwlth ihc

drﬁteacher were held‘throughout the observatlon porlod Aéfﬂjiff

’v“hthe study progressed thc teacher agreed to ha‘e oneag""""

‘7ﬁ'wr1te was

;researcher demonstrate procedures]jnlthe class.ffAt

n;conc1u31on of the study the researchers real zed that

fsThe researcher concluded that,“although L

&sacceptance of that theory.: Much stlll‘neod to bc learned‘

tabout the pro%eSs whereby an 1nd1v1dua1 tcdchcr abdﬁdOUqug e
:ftheory and assumes another.{!h
Edelsberg (1985) conducted a surve»lf?w“'”

3i18 master teachers of composltlon (as 1dent1f1ed by

~ﬁcomp051t10n._ Teachers responded to a (Six= 1tc

remarkab]y-cons;stent among'the




make false'starts. take risks andjﬁif

‘*wr1t1ngrﬂ They vi

' pf"wr1t1ng. draftlnS,A;gﬁ




.qstndy.;;Neither tfpe of teacher“used combuters as a,

ceachlng or management tool.‘ Teachers named several

*sources of 1nf1uence 0n thelr teaching pract1ces‘e These
included current authors such as Brltton,_Graves, and

Murray. effectlve admlnistrators and 1nservicc programe,va

Edelsberg conclJﬂes that, "the teach1ng of wrlLing is

*eV changlng substant1ally,» ut if 1t 1s to have a wide proad

Ly program adm n1strators w111 have to part1c1pnte ‘({uh ’

together w1th mastpr‘peachers to further profe351ona1;and”

curriculum developmenfﬂ’fﬂlﬁ

The f1ve studzes presented 1n‘nh1e‘sect1en 1nd1cetc
’thc area»of
'Pedagegylln:tﬁe
slgn1f1cant

and’reseq;dh I
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH PROCEDURES AND DESIGN}JT-*zylv»»x'

l”tl-’i}:ihtrOductibfAfiﬁdj;;fw.:”'4”
This chapter dellneates the research de31gn and ‘

'foProcedures H-The POpUlath“’a“d sampllng is discussed along

s with 1nstrumentat10n adapted for thlS stUdy A PilOt study

V\

‘“:3:the b351s of the pllot study Flnally,lthe treatment Of

”*f}the data is- explalned
. II. Nature of the Study - .

A dase study approach was selected for thls

iof Ind1v1dual .

<

':~;j1s generally descr1pt1ve 1n nature Data for the teacher'”ff;g

proflles:was obtalned from researcher observatlons,

‘”rff&nformal dlscuss1ons,;and the questlonnalre Both the

‘”fresearcher s and the teacher s v1ew1ngs of the v1deotaped5'j‘ﬁ

I - !_

“775i1essons, the Repertory Gr1d and Ladderlng Procedure,_and

'iﬁﬁthe qu%st10nna1re were used to 1dent1fy teacher

vgfinstructlonal;practlces and bellefs

:“1s reported followed by a notatlon of the dec1sions made on RS

*.g1nvest1gatlon because 1t permltted an. 1n depth examlnatlon”} :

'eachet 'S practlces and bellefs The study 3f;fQ



. AR ;‘IIIL'Pbpulatlonfand_Sample‘

R ) . . . L . '

The populaﬂion for this study cons1sted of elemcntary

':,fclassroom teachers (Grades 1 ' 6) in the Edmonton Public

' Schonl System during the 1983 84 schOol year. The sample

o*

35

"'was obta1ned from th1s populatlon on a' voluntary ba51s. - A

sample 31ze of smx to e1ght teachers was deemed approprlato

has this number would be large enough to yleld data from a’

‘ ﬁfvariety of teacher clas_

,h?too unw1e1dy for analys1" The results may only be

o

:generall?ed to the Sample 1nvolved

om 51tuations and yet noL proyef'“

The sample was obta1ned by the follow1ng procedurer,f-lcw

hperm1551on was obtalned to conduct the study 1n deontonV'.

A';Publlc Schools.» Target schools were 1dent1f1ed by the

*hjuLanguage Arts SuperV1sor for the Edmonton Publlc schools[on

2

’gAthe ba31s of prlor 1nvolvement or 1nterest 1n wr1t1ng as o

'ff]part of the language arts currlculum“ The rcsearcher f’.

."c1n1tia11y contacted the pr1nc1pals of these schOle in
BEAY

T““subJects 1nd1cated an. 1nterest. The researcher then

E;approached other schools w1th1n the system 1n order to'

'Tfobtaln a complexent to the sample. Later, an'lnformal

o meet1ng W1th each tgacher served to acqua1nt each

"fgorder to ascertaln teacher 1nterést 1n the proJect. Fodrﬂ;>'f

“:fpart1c1pant more fully w1th .the nature of thc study as well oit

7as to receive conflrmatlon of the1r wllllngness to
‘partlelpate;, m¥ vﬁ4f‘.% f Lo g
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"v Because data collection involved videotap1ng within
v / . )
each classroom, permission was obtained from pareﬂts to

have their ch11d present 1n the classroom whlle research'

36

”'was being conducted (See Appendlx A). The teachers agreed‘

to dlstrlbute and collect the consent forms. In those few
cases where perm1551onywas‘n0t obtalned, teachers -
cooperated by making;alternate~arrangements,f0r those

.+ individuals.,

',-AIV;pInstrumentation'-

The Repertory Cr1d (Bannlster,:1968) and Ladderlng

‘Procedure (Hlnkle, 1968) are two technlques based on__
V, E

-

i B
'MKelly s (1955) personal cknstruct theory whlch are des1gned

to reveal an 1nd1v1dual 'S constructs or bellefs on a-

‘certaln aspect of 11fe A modlflcatlonﬁof the technlques,'

.1n this study 1ed subJects to 1dent1fy the constructs of S

e the1r bellefs about wr1t1ng : Each teacher, w1th reference
Q. _ et

L to wr1t1ng samples from students 1n hls/he:\\iass was'f.f

T

"fasked to 1dent1fy qua11t1es whlch he/she valued or of whlch

;he/she dlsapproved in the wrltlng If subJects 1dent1f1ed

nqualltles of wh1ch they dlsapproved they were asked later;r

‘~,jto state the polar p051t1ve quallty sSo. that the ladderlng‘

" procedure could proceed u51ng the valued qualltles Thesg”v

qua11t1es are con51dered to be subordlnate constructs of

' .the 1ndiv1dua1 s bellef system.";d c
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The Laddering Procedure further probed these valués to

expose underlylng assumptxone. The technlque involvod

‘.asking subJects why they valued Lertain qualities. nnd

'further why" they valued each justification they guve. until

the subject belleved the rationale was self evidentc that

is, they could no longer g1ve a Justlflcatlon. The procos

areduced the subordlnate constructs to a. emaller number»

,bellef statements.' These f1na1 statements constltutcd the

»qsuperordlnate c0nstructs of the subJect '3 be]1ef byqtem.

A general questlonnalre (sec Appendlx B) aimod at-

- d1SCern1ng a teacher s ba51c approach to- writlng was

xconstrUCted v Fhe 1ntended purpose ‘was’ Lo acquaint the="

'?uresearcher w1th the teacher 8 ovcrall approach and yearly

th.

vforganizational plan in ordér to ascertaln where and how

: 1~

v1deotaped lessons f1t in. To ChlS end 1t was dcemed

'necessary to 1nc1ude sectlons on’ goals and aims. of the‘

I

wr1t1ng program, types of wr1t1ng act1v1ties, echodulxmg———

\

'qand routlnes of the wr1t1ng classes.v Qucstlone were

1-de51gned to be openLended so as to a]low for personal

PR

comments by the teacher.'

The questlonnalre was: fleld tested by one elementary

_echool staff prlor to 1mp1ementat10n 1n thc study
'1,;Feedback enabled the researcher to modify and clar1fy sone

'hsectlons of the quest1onnalre.‘ The staff concluded that

r

-the rev1sed questlonnalre would pr0v1de adequate .;’

‘opportunltles for a teacher to expound on her approaches tO
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tehchfngiwrdtlng{f
V. Procedures for Data Collection

T

)

vInstructionaIVPractices

In order to collect data ‘on 1nstructional practlces |
used by each teacher in the writing component of -the’

language arts currlculum, two procedures ‘were, employed

Firstly..two lessons whlch ultlmately led to’ extended

wrltlng by students were: v1deotaped for each teacher.:

LTeachers had been reassured that the researcher was not
looklng for partlcular methods or practlces and that no

.

spec1a1' preparatlon was necessary, as such the, lessons"
were part of the regularly scheduled currlculum of stud1es
‘Lessons varled 1n length from twenty m1nutes to one hour

Subsequent to the actual techn1ca1 v1deotap1ng of each

lesson,-the researcher v1ewed the v1deotape to record

Qpractlces and strategles the teacher employed The recbrd

took the form ofa log wh1ch brlefly descrlbed actlons in

'sequentlal order. Correspond1ng v1deotape counter numbers

B N

hwere noted to fac111tate the lOCatlon of ‘practices for
1subsequent reference Later, these practiceS\were

transferred into a’ table of Researcher Perce1ved Practlces

. < - : . .

along w1th quotatlons from the teacher, where p0531ble,‘ o
1

valldate or. 1lﬂustrate\the noted practlce.

Each teacher, together with the researcher, vieved the

- . . v ‘



o,

‘videotape,of\his/her lésSon: Teachers had’ boen asked to
look for and ce ment on’ practices und strategios thev
employed. Prior to each session. teachers were instructed

to stop the videotape at p01nts where they considered thelr

instructional practlces ‘to have changed They had bocn

-

<f§dnised that the researcher mlght also stop the videotupev
. CRIR ¥ : y
at certain poxnts to ask "What are you do1ng ‘here?" It

was 1ndlcated that often it mlght appear obvious what the
'teacher was d01ng, but rhat the researcher wanted ‘the
x'explanatlons to be‘1n the teacher s owh words This_‘
‘1nformatdon allowed the researchor to g}ean hh
'hlunderstandlng of the: teacher ; perceptlons.of Wis/her
teacthg as well as a.ratlohale for certaln xnstructxonal
behav1ors.' The v1ew1ng took place elther Later on the: sahn
day as taplng or the next 'school day. nccord1ng to the
teacher s . personal schedule Each sesston was dudlotaped
and'later transcribed Later, the transcr1bed scrxpt was
probed for teacher 1dent1f1ed practlces whtch were dbled
1n‘sequentlal orderialong with teacher commonts ‘about the = -
1dent1f1ed practlces. A 1--vﬂ s

. Secondly, teachers respodded to‘elgeneral
questloﬁnalre wh1ch e11c1ted their phllosophlcal ﬂnd R

Y

practlcal orlentatlons to: wr1L1ng Teachers were 1nformed

-that.the‘questionnaire was meant’to supplement,the two
i

v1deotaped lessons as /a’ source of'teachlng practlces. They ;

were asked to keep' in m1nd ail the wr1t1ng act1v1t1es that

.
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their atudents engaged:in‘during'the year‘and‘to?give'aa‘.j

many reagknses in: each section that held true for them.

Ay

The questionnaire was adMin1stered to teachers after all

"' i

other data had been collected Teachers were 3iven severalhﬂ

days tobcomplete the questionnaire before ;t Was collected.,
I ‘ ,

-

‘Belief Systems

Data on. values and bel1efs was obtalned u51ng the

Repertory Gr1d (Bann1ster,11968) and Ladderlng Pr0cedure‘

(Hlnkle, 1968) ‘ Teachers were asked to brlng ten to twentv»

rgl

samples of student wrlting to th3533f551on These served.

to st1mu1ate the teachers in 1dent1fy1ng qualltles‘of‘wh1ch’:;
they approved (valued) or - dlsapproved 1n the1r students
wrltten work The researcher kept nates of. the qualltles
teachers mentloned and whenever p0551ble,1used the exact d
wordlng teachers had used , Teachers were asked to conflrm

the accuracy and the wordlng of the statements the

resear'her noted S1nce the Laddering Procedure would
progress from the value orlented 051t1ve pole of the

quallty, teachers were asked when they 1ndicated a’ quality;

oo

they dlsapproved of to state the correspondlng oppos1te -

p031t1ve quallty For example, 1£ a'teacherjnentlonedvthat»’
she'disapproved of.messy hahdwrlting; thercorresponding o
B p051t1ve quallty (neat handwr1t1ng) was e11c1ted "The

procedure contlnued until teachers had conSIdered all the

Cy
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"samples they. had brought or until: no other new qualitiea (((((
‘could be identified , L‘ 4’ o .

The Laddering Procedure proceeded immediately ufter‘
the Repertory Grid exercise. Teachers were instructed that
: the researcher would present each valued quality in turn. N
and gx}k why the subJect felt it was important or why they

d'valued that quality. As each justlfication was given. they

‘;wouldbe asked. tosta~g ‘y the? felt it(the'-@f

Justiflcaﬁron) was}i 't or why they valued it This

_ procedure‘continded'n Ehe subJect could no longcr

)
qualify h1s/her Justiflcatlon. A hypothetlcal examp}e vas

'presemted to illustrate the procedure. Teachers were

-

. reasSured thatw in problng, the researcher was netther “'; ‘,,e
Vagreelng nor dlsagreelng w1th the statements. f;,;- £

The researcher noted the flnal statcment or;f
‘superordlnate construet us1ng the teacher cxact eordlng
_In some instances, some. modlflcarlon was necessary for the
_sa&e of brevrty or, clarlty. In the3e cases, the approval
;‘for the f1nal wordlng of the be11ef statement ‘was obtaxned
‘from the teacher .

e N

' Researcher's Journal - . T

I3

Durlng the tlm@ 1n the classroom the researcher kept ‘ﬁ'
; fxeld notes regardlng the general atmosphere of the class.h
hfits phy51cal layout ev1dence of wrltlng on.. dlspléy.

'l

. -



" supplement formal data.

‘were. deemed 31gn1f1cant to the general claserOm cllmate_..p”

* ", “ ..«,."

Furthor'1nformal,commentS’madewby,the,geacher,were%nqted,tphf3

. T
. . . . 5

e ® e
RE

. VI. Field Testing and Pilot. Strady L
S Prlor to formal data collectlon, fleld testlng 1n two
L
stages was undertaken to- determlne the approprlateness of
S : ',,

‘*ftmethods and procedures In the ﬁirst stage, the focus wasv

A‘rcworded for clarlty or deleted altbgether. Further'

ey

Sy

placed on the su1tab111ty of the questlonnalre 'Oheh

elementary school staff was approached to survey and
#

o prov1de feedback ‘on the teacher questlonnalre.ﬁ On the

b351s of these tcachers »comments,_some questlons were

a

*

questlons ‘were. added to make the quest{onnalre more;

comprehens1ve. Follow1ng modlflcatlonpof the format,,the

“h

adequately prov1de the background 1nformat10n"the'

»'

researcher redhlred _-'7-Vifﬂf3f




T T o -
S » ‘ . 43
f“f?i galned further famlllaglty w1th the v1deotapc equ1pmentp
7*}.;: On the b831s of {he pllot study, the~followingﬁ» !
- , « i ' ".93 - ., . .“ >
deqlslons wvere- made..“gf'V j
; A pre lesson v1deotap1ng se551on for the Leacher :
and students would be benef1c1al to accllmatlzegboth to\Lho v

" “

.tcgifj presence of the V1deotap1ng equlpment in the room. ﬂAs'%’
5;¥fﬁ;' wollh_a v1ew1ng of the tapez'espec1ally for the Qeachcr

”Q'ijiwas found to be necessaryﬂ thls prov1ded atime for the
Jf;> ;ieacher to note part1cu1 behawlors of studentq and

i - : 5 . R s PR
L thé perceptions of wthh tended tc’”

n?personal tralts"

I T : A‘
1nterfere w1xh the V1ew1ng for 1nstruct10na1 pracL1cca.

‘Q Informal dlpCUSSlOﬂS prlor to.. and for brlef span o

ukmng ingerv1e“s} helped to m1n1m12e teachers 1nh1b1L10nsv

A re‘orderlng'bf théVStépgfihftﬁé pnodeséuwag””

< B ‘. Ty

deEmedfadvantageous.f The pllot teacicr exprcssed tho

oncern ﬁbatfa more lelsureiz;tlme was necessary 'Urespond :

e 78

.o the questlonnaire., For:thrs"reaédn;,the Qucs fonnaire

8 and

Leacher several

TLadderlng Procednre and collected from Lhe
. “ PO _ SO )



L ose

ﬂ&;broduced an audlble hum.,LJff

feasxble

lg:by the researcher. Tth viewlng took place pTlOr to

°“heon the'ﬁﬁ

‘Stthe‘resﬂﬁ?Cher prepaféd a- 10g of percelvable practlces._'

e o ! * L . . . v B . .. R ' L, -
Lo e b sl R o - T

6 The prOposed method for data analy51s (wh;

It was‘noted that often the teacher s belnef

R
\v\\( v'v oy

;ealm andfbecame '11f

nsuch statementﬁg}n the narrow constralnts orlglndlly

,}:percn1vej by the researcher., The dec191on tp treat each

N . .
. IR .
e b

T e o T N
Upon completlon of v1deotap1ng, each lesson was v1ewed

,*fy.,

vv»‘,

N e

~teachertlnteract10n 1n an attempt to malntaln 1mpartlallty

ey

h

“?que counter numbers were noted beslde each descrlpt1on of

R "-. _,

W;iactlon. Laten, the descrtnc1ons of percelvahle practlces
. . . 2\

'ered table of

"researcher percelved praCE1ces At ths:tlme,‘wlthg e]

;It would be'imposs1b1e to clasblfy\i?jh3;}

",;subJect as an 1nd1v1dual descrlptlve case study was made.;fﬂ3":

5fof tpe‘re%earcher As each tape was examlned e

the»tape}yaS;Vieweq ggaihgzq
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Where'pQSSible verbatlm statements mado hy the ;f

£

"'*to obtalﬁ.

"fhe percelved prnctlre.

[T
K

: These quotatlons were added to the table beslde the1r

'*researcher based jnstructionaip‘

R -

Wedtfpractlces.;r‘>a .

W1th1n a twenty four hour perlod following the tapxng

"the teacher and researcher together v)ewed

\Q;]ﬁ}ﬂlbf each lesson,

'H;the v1deotapenf Durlng thls se551on the teacher had been

i:f ;;W'asked to 1dent1fy 1nstruct10nal Practlces and strateg1esw\’
@ﬁghi73“used f The dlalogue was audlotaped and later transcrlbed
& - »

:The transcrlpt was examlned by th& researchcr for“
statements whlch 1dent1f1ed partlcular practlces. -These -

“:Stataments were recorded verbatlm 1n table Form.a In-"-
N T ke e : : - . t
{.addltlon comments and explanatlons made Qy Lhc Loacher

i

durlng the' v1ew1ng were noted 1n a separate column whe
By ,

' they added clar1f1cat16n to the practlce statement A

..
"

k‘referent column was 1ntroduced by the resoarcher bocause in.

Lo )&'
]some‘cases,{the actual teacher statement d1d not establxsh

ba-referent.. For example, trying very hard to brln& the‘

",\ N

?chlldren to - the Same sort of ground level knowledgc wlse

'rtakeS”bn more meaningLWhen it:is.knovh"to'be mado/ln

:_reference to a dlSCUSSlon of rec1pes ThlS proccss ylcldcd

LT a 11st of tepcher based perceptlons of 1nstructlona1

wpractlcesr

o

f;fh'ﬁ'r‘Data from the Repertory Gr1d and Ladder1ng Procedure‘d




f”j;belief stacement. The format perm;tted'the researcher

“?fnegatlng or: supporglng ev1dence forMeach bellef statqment

‘r?istrength of support?

was arranged 1n tabular form. Superordlnate constr'cts

 see that often,»several surface valles were governed by?5‘~-‘

‘the same 1nterna1 bellef

Shperord1nate construct statements gen r

'"lfteacher were trangferred onto f11e cgids along w1ch thelr

'correspondlng subordiﬁbte constructs. The'r searcher thent_Lh

rfprobed the prQCtlc%s data (researcher percelved practlces,‘*'

teacher percelfed ﬁ%actlces, questlonnalre) to flnd \iﬁhﬂfh

i

Cltatlons were color coded ‘as: to théﬂr source (teach%ﬁ-or'
| »

"; v : A
;researcher) An analy81s of bellefs and practlces was made' .

“L“statement..ﬁ"#~7355

Data fro
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!

””"Informatlbn from

vas pooled and ,reorganized to. ascertain

;in 1vidual Cases

33f51m11ar1ties and differences in beliefs and pfactlceq.a

'm

Prevalent_patterns amongst the caSes was 1dent1f10d and the

'ydegree of congruence was determlned

Sooh
v

In thlS chapter, the.de51gn of the study has bejhifeffw"”

u;?descrlbed Detalls bf;f*

.Jidec1sions made were reported'W‘Instrumentat1on adapLed ff::'

 procedures used for each case study The followxng chaptor

vt E T . ', o0 T o™

'"éfpresents the case studles 1n detall

[y



. __CHAPTER FOUR =
' © " .THE CASE. STUDIES . .=~ . . - ..
. S R o 4 ,1 X
Lot Overview

In th1s chapter,’ a peport of 51x case siles is: %nade.

Code names have been a551ghed to. each” teacher to. ensure,
’anonymaty.’ Due:to.technlcal;dlffICultles; complete data on

Lt

'w”the seventh case study was not obtalned and the dec1$1on

- was made to exclude 1t from the research study
Lo Vfﬁ ,-p Each case study beglns w1th a descrlptlon of the class‘
».settlng as’ observed by the researcher.- Further-

U\-obServatlons supplemented by teacher comments, attempt to

descr1be the student populatlon and thelr oglentatlon to "

wr1t1ng 1n the classroom., Then a general overv1ew of eacht
) 'teaCher-S/writing'program is presented Informatlon was:

gleaned from the. teacher questlonnalre ‘and 1nforma1
dlSCUSSlonS between the teaf%vr and the researcher.'ﬂThe”"

b

purpose of thls sectlon was iu‘;resent a plctUre of the;

year long wrltlng program.; hexructlonal practlces as. “

percel'ed by the teacher;amd the researcher rESPECtlvely

'
-

.are. 1n the tables whlch follow each case study, along w1th

:;itof each The two v1deo taped lessons'




'provided the stimulus for each teacher to identify and
"¢omment on partlcular 1nstructional practices he/she

employed in hds/her teachlng. In general the les ons were

taped on. consecutrve days excopt .where schedulxng of in-

school- programs precluded 1t - The two videotaped-]eqsons

»

:were also viewed by. the researcher 1m order to dscertain

~practicesvused by each’ teacher. .Th1s viewing toog place

iN

prlor to teacher—Viewing and-reaction in an effore to.

\-.malntaln neutrality to 1dent1flable pract1ces.

' 5 . ) . .
= A

The Repertory Gr1d and Ladderlng Procedurc yielded a
‘number" of values and be11efs held by each teacher. These
are’ reported in table form Both ‘the subord1nate

constructs (Valued featqres of wr1t1ng) ‘and the1r related
Kl

ﬁ”superordlnate constructs (bellef statements) are- recorded‘
\Verbatlm from the taped 1nterv1ew with each - teacher
Each case study concludes with an analys1s of the

‘relatlonshlp between the teacher s bellefs and_ practlces.v

Teacher.Profile #1: 'Mrs. p.

PR,

Classroom Description and Observations: -

e Srorioe e Wy . - . . N N - -
v o N A
- . D . A . . e S

’va‘f_ Mrs. Pfslgrade one'class was housedbin'a~self—_

,l,x‘ .
n

- COntalned classroom.. Desks were arranged in a U-shape in -

+ e
. ’| -

front of the blackboard wh11e -a group sharlng space was

r'lOCated 1n a rear’ COrner.r Several tables and centers'

L Ll . . . i



50

;occupied the rear agd sides of the room, A large displayﬁ
:hgf books onthe currenttheme wasavallable ona rear .
counter.» D1splays of rhym1ng words occUpled one . wall and
dseveral pocket charts, exper1ence charts; and models.
‘relating to the theme were v1sible.; Student(writlng~uas.
displayed on a wall outside the classroom =

‘ Mrs.;Pa descrlbed her students as a heterogeneous
group frOm upper middle to lower‘mlddle class backgrounds.

Chlldren were orderly and qu1et but partic1pated w1111ngly
-5in oral dlscu351ons. Most ch11dren began to wr1te soonf,
'afCer the task vas set and contlnued towrite except for
brlef 1nterrupt10ns by the teacher or to converse qu1et1y
with a nelghbor.. Writing was often'a choice made by
students durinévcenter time or free time. |

/

' S
Overview of tHe Writing Program

-~
o

The questlonnalre prov1ded a general overv1ew of Mrs.
‘dP.s wr1t1ng program.. She 1nd1cated that wr1t1ng was the»:
central, prlmary focus of the‘day Mrs.‘P; stated that she
‘sﬁructured learnlng.experlences u51ng an 1ntegrated .
thematlc approach that allowed her to 1ncorporete wrltlng
ndnto several subJectlareast_ As such, wr1t1ng d1d not occur .
vkonly]h ascheduledblock<>ft1me butthroughoutthe

» mornlng and aiterndon for apprdX1mately two hours daily.

Mrg I’ saw the ma1n purposes for wr1t1ng in her

: ¢



(0

1

classrdom as 1) a méans of'communicating ideas.and

feelings. 2) a way of learnlng the conventions of writing;

and 3) as another more meaningful source of -reading

N .

materisl. She aimed to incréase the'quantity ofvher
student;’ wrltlng and to help studcnts dovelop moro
1ndepehdence, flrSt in writing, and 1ater,.1n proof -
readlng their own’workv She‘feit this wouldzprovide her
with ' a’ better means of evaluatlng their compreher ion. She
stated; "I believe that' 1f a4 child can write a sensible

sentenee, he comprehends ‘what.- he has wrltten. - Mrs. P,

51

felt that the wr1t1ng experlenccs she provided ~enabled her ™’

students to expxess themselves, experiment w1th languagen

read, and most r%portantly, feel good. about thomselves.

Mrs. P, descrlbed her general approach to wr1t1ng as.

"non-threatening but,challenglng.' Stie 1nd1cated thot~her

expectzfaons dlffered for chxldren as ”some;childrcn.can.

:.wrlte well .... others have difffculty so I expectia bit

§

wless,‘but enough to challenge them Mrs. P. indicated

that her students were 1nvolved \n a variety of writing
experiences. These 1nc1uded Journals (free wrltlng/frv
choice);,follow1ng models- of poems, framc sentences,_

stories and,recipes; 1etterS' and reports (factudl

'-1nfofmat10n dlscussed on the theme ) s

Mrs, Pts responses to the questionnaire emphasized

N

that considerable'oral»work preceded written work. ~Wheh

. ~

theiw:iting\tesk ifivolved following a model ofss poem, -



.sentence‘or story, she usually began’withya‘dirytted Ieseon
that'highttinclnde teading a stqry orally, brainstorming ‘
for words or ideas, or doing examples of a frame structure.
| Students might be involved in oral dlscussions,
brainstorming sessions,_manipulative exercises witn wprds'
in in the pocket charts or oral practice with,the'model.
Journnl writiné was self-directed. Otherilriting tasks

were based-en the theme ot some other mutually agreeable
topic. ”hrs. P. acknowledged that she engaged prlmarlly in

" two act1v1t1es wh11e students were wr1t1ng In1t1a11y, she.
walked around the room reinforc1ng children's efforts or

interacting with students wholwere experlenclmg,

difficulties. 1In such cases, Mrsf P; said.she would talk

I

to students ‘to make sure the& understood the task, to help

.them'organize their thoughts or to wortk through'a model

orally or manlpulatlvely (pocket chart) w1th them I She

stated "I be11eve that often if a ch11d is hav1ng

~

d1ff1culty, he requlres more oral work te verbalize his

-
[N

ideas, to drganiie his-thoughts" A\
. ..

Once stud%nts had settled 1nto wrltlng, Mrs. P.

‘;'explained that she wouﬁd 'sit at-her desk or a table and
‘meet w1th 1nd1v1duals who had ftn1shed Each child'wppld
"Axead whatvhe‘had written;;then together thefledited and
proof-read.the. work. ‘ M)r‘s'.‘: P. felt that as stddents read
"they usually could p1ck up on errorslln punctuatlon,“

epell;n&nor grammar,

oL o Y
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‘Mrs. P stated that almost all student writing wus ‘
vshareo at the end of the wrigﬁng period. The class wouﬁmy
‘meet in the story corn!r and. students would read all,or
part, of what they had written. Sometimes, writing was
"oublished"rin a class book, put on‘diqplay or reproduced
iin the school newoletter. 0cca51onaIly, Mrs, P.'typedcall

p1eces of writing and dlstrlbutcd copleb to Lhc whole clasgs

‘e

“to use in place of basal readers BeSldOS shprlng work -~
v . .

,witﬂlclassmates afd the teacher, chlldren also wrote [‘orv

Mrs;'P.'spccified that she dealt with writing skills
) .
ma1n1y in her small readlng groups or in whole clnss

31tuations: She‘pgofessed to us1ng mgdels‘to follow-wdth

- o - . - . :
regards to sentence structure. Phonics were covered in

épecific lessons which related to.writing; Mrs. P, also

L4

explalned that she taught skllls on an 1nd1v1dual basis

"when the chlld shows through hlS wrltlng that he s rcadyﬂ‘

D . . N ~

4

Instructional Practices as‘Pereeived‘by Mrs. P.

-
'

Two vidéotaped Iessons provided the stimulyt f/{)r Mrs.
P. to 1dent1fy and comment onﬁ$art1cular 1neruthonal-

a

practlces she employed in her teachlng Ehe Lwo‘lessons__

were taped.on consecutive days and revolved around the

owriting of-recipesVfor,a‘MotherfseDay cookbook. Table 1

N

‘preSehtS a.éompenHiUm<of”praetices osmideneifipd_by'ﬂrs..P,

' e : Ay

. ' ‘IJ ' !. '
[ T Cwp .' 53

S gl

the school principal, other classes, and their parents. »



SR I 4,

».P"lra. P identified a number of pre-writi 8- praotdcesg

t . LI
B !

: Thene included brainstorming.-modelling and’ motivational

techniques._ The suggestecﬂ intent: wad" to build familiarity'

with words and an understanding of the writing task.

TSeveral repetitions of these practices were identified.

Vocabulary exten51on was also mentioned as a frequent L.

, editing techniques as practices she engaged ;n during -the

Qascertain 1nstructional ‘practices Mfﬁ;

‘/dspelling), reinforcement and encourar

'tlassroom. Thls v1ew1ng took . place

more global strategles.c Identlflable +p ,t}ceé 1nc1ud$d il?%
building-badkground, extendlng vocab

'bralnstormtng and discussions, modelf

practice. Mrsu P. most,often cited reinforcement»and

writing time.’ Mrs. P also acknowledged ‘her practices of

reinforc1ng class rules, clarlfying meanlng for students»
and helping students with prec1aenessaof vocahuiary.

[ /Etd.

L

. .o y
- . [N

AN : ri;"

‘In general the researcher noted ﬁﬁr?f%peciflc V%!: 
. Sorey “nf' F " 3 1.'
practices than the teacher herself whof'

4 @ . v
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ﬁ-px‘ovdsions for fm'al work ro precede written work.‘ 'Plrtre
o was am amphasis. in these two lessons, on correction and

'}hediting actions on the part of Mrs.vP} Attention to

\U
CAL . o k .
- .“-" . O :

spelling was most frequently noted ae an editing prdcticegqh'*

. RIS
s S . 2
© ke
¥

z;véfuesﬁand'Beliéfs,Av'g‘ f . : L e
o k | o Coo

D

.

Through tbe Repertory Grid ahd Laddering Procedure.“u

-

,cd@téiled view. of Mns. P! s values and’ beliefs about writing

S
iemerged Table«3&conta1ns the actual valued quality as

expressed by Mrs. PL The SUéordinate constructs suggest a \

=

'valulng of extended clear writing, expressed in dn

1nterest1ng but correct fprm. Many of the construCts lma*y 5
the 1mportance of writing ds tommunlcatlon and therefore.

©

the need for correctness, clarity and appeal.

Mrs. P, reduced her twelve subordinate constructs to.
nine superordinate constructs or belief statements,"These

'

.

center around the bellef that developing pOSIthC T
1ndependent 1nd1v1duqls 1s 1mportant to them being -
accepted, and.flttlng in with, others. ' ' .
| | o ~ .
. . _ S .
Relationship Between Beliefs and Practices - o

A comparison of Mrs. P.'s bellefs and . practrccs ;;1::rg::fj

"_111um1nated an 1nterest1ng correspondencea' Two ’ 'fj”:“‘;}”}‘

superordlnate constructs dealt w1th the 1mportance of

+

T R - R N
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e,toplc.for %§1t1ng a551gnments.'
el : .
emperlences utlllzlng frames, model 3
:famlllar oral moﬁe before wrltlng oy . ds’.
P - '.'. .‘.~-~‘v’_‘

'.anduldess”waswseen;as‘aru

"won't’be=a£réid?to-Write.“.

;_verbal commgndetlon ("Good for you,, 5

crutch" for children so they
‘( A
Chlldren were contlnually

r .

relnforced for the1r efforts.; Pralse took the form of ';ff_,

I 11ke the way you ),:“

teacher selec@ion for on the spot sharlng (Llsten to_ i

vof
1@7 's example) fol owed by clapplng to. show apprecxatlon,\w

Y

R and geQeral oral sharlng w1th the class at the end of tbe o

o

wrltlng tyﬁe; LMrs.JP.s treatment of flnal productsffyv T

publlshlhg) could also be 1nterpreted as P

(dlsplaylng,
contrlbutlng to her students posrtlve self 1mage. ;p,h.ﬁ{

- Mrs. Pt also belleVed in hav”ng chlldren become- v

s )
b . -‘tx_.

Jou~nal wr1t1ng gaVe chrla

\

-\71,.-
+

X

1ndependent writers (PZ) ; ,

1\
“r

'the opportpnlty for self select1on of top1c ch&dce whlch

o . 4 . ) ‘ , RN
DN L ’ : - . . T e e T 4""."’ .
! v I T

(f -

B



her wrltlng _51§j~ké‘

even 1n pattern wr1t1ng, Mrs.}P(“

‘ .

numerous errors, sha'wou“d send students back to thelr

desks a‘dﬁsay,_ Ihlnk aP

g Jevelopment,. When: they ~

"fred marks noxt Lo thm'

. B ; SR L
"change them 1n th01r wrltlng

L%

("They 1I!haVC to go dek

and‘changefl ”tbemseIVes. ) Thc focus on stf re]1ance~was 1;

 ;,ev1dent in Wrs. P s speLglng hekp

Ea

i £ P ‘

' 1solate sounds but expected them tq”§ganelate thom>1nto RN
let ters - ‘._‘ L ."- e :».‘_.' Qo s . »

’ : (L ) N )

oy . . .



v#M}s.gp;- Did you look under ”ff;fy;;f?f'“v“-‘“”‘

Student- | Yes.»”,,“‘_fré(-fi [L_ulzf o
. v . N v 1 S S

L__Mrsif . What is 'the .next letter. for T
s - ' spaghett1'7w,Spa ~-ghet” - ti. Sp. 00
s - -‘. S t‘ud en’ t e P . - - . ‘.:?"‘”»;1 :,.‘ . ‘._ ."O
- . E -|“ < - 51;‘:,\. ._-.» B Lo

Mrs;‘Pgr-sfutp”rfaaaaurnV’svaééa .

'Mrs. P Guh Ly

2

Student'G]”.”i’

é . . -

S SR

PN

At other times Mrs._P;HSaid""Soundvit out; It rhymes,[7ﬁ

-Mrs.;Rg ‘So'you're looking for s-p-a=g. ;fﬁé“vefQ”:”f?

‘ with 'bakp” “Does that he1p7" Perhaps due to thelr young'

*age, Mrs' P d1d not expect the thildren to be entlrely

’

J‘self-reLlant but “in general her role appeared to be one of57~;

P

wfaC111tat0r Jin. helplng ch11dren bé aware of what “to. watch ,jf*

h for in wrliéng ("What d1d you fogget here’") and to react

%

~as’ a reader mlght ( She needed an out51der to clarlfy that.ff[°

-that»SAWhat'she Just sald . she wasn "t speglflc enmugh soﬁ:

I trled tp 111ustrate it for her. L;

'/

8

Mrs P s concern for 'correctness of- wr1t1ng 1s ff
J R

reflected ﬁn three superordlnate constructs {P3 =f
Acceptancb by:soc1ety 1s necessary to become a. member of
: - R

soc1ety, k7 = Neatness/leglblllty is somethlng valued by

N

m

"-socaety, BS
'?’by soc1e y j Mrs. P ER practlces parallel these bellefs.i

'.Mrs. P. #elated that she used models to follow w1th
* . J .

X - RN i 2 G
( 0 AN ) B : .
N . L A . —_

Proper grammar and usage is somethlng valued .



A a",'

“'i'reaards t‘-o Sentence structurc and exposqd studenta to

'grammatlcally and mechanlcally corfect forms 1ﬁ“her own Lj\

:[  wr1t1ng for students., Correctness was reinforced 1n oral

v

‘5dur1ng the ed1t1ng process wherc agaln Mrs.LP, cncouragéd

h.chlldren to make dedls1ons on how to cor:"t (9A orange’uﬂw KR

*Van on g01ng learnlng ptOCESS‘




”belleved that L

] whlle?.(

_cceptance of the correct'”v yfff

',ﬂﬁfated many pract ces to

 Te*feeangs._ It 1s_£f

'”found these two bellefs l;ﬁ:
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TapL 3o

SR ’J*VRLUES AN? BELIEFS MRS 1?‘~"*”’“.‘
SUbordinaaléS\eSE§tfncts
Value& :

'5.¥;;“» '1?' Belief StaCement

. “Pl -ChilerNishould b
conSiStent Soellese o Cand pleased wit
S _~,i‘_j;f‘ﬁ- S themselves

‘* % iﬂeysdl%p\s’ stof‘y llne along . ‘ , R : .

ma1n idea : L e e

P2 . A child c fot rely o
someone Se’ be ﬁaro
Eheywmust develbp

30

Accepggncc by soc1cLy is’

: member of soc1ety

.

hlndered by spelllng) soc1ety

: &
- Z quantlty of wr1t1ng,' : ‘ e
' enthu51asm R I B T
'&b? varylng sentehce [ y";meS ‘LiVing'is an odgbing
beglnnlngs : learnlng process ,"

f_in'use of contrastife', m?':.'-}'Péfgg An open m1nd dllev1ates.
Lo : : s preJudlce and promotes

}“j -.“ﬁ7;7iu'¢ oo LJ“';' human rights \qnd
.'é.{,.“f e s S freedom of spee
R VI IR \

“10 legibility T PT o= Neatness/leglblllty 1s
e I SR something: valued by -
‘ - L g soc1ety L Lo e

e?",”,E'.,~ o ,'; . o : o I
A:ll..pfoperfgrammar‘and.usagé.f' . P8 = Proper grammar and usage_;.}'

T is. somﬁthlng valuod by
. 5; 5. _;y- 41- T e soc1ety ’

12 able to follow a patt
v oooor model

PQe= Evenyone can‘tedch others,

- from others -~
. B >

SuPerdfafngzaatonstructs &ﬁm

‘necessary to bccomp a- o

- . and. they can also’ 1earn e

JW“ =

self rellanco -<~v‘ '%t .

7

'*631 uses phonetic spelllng ' "-;RA A p031t1ve self 1mage - | L:Qf'
: (ertlng flow is not. -n,, - important, for’ the gooJ of L
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Classroom Description and Observatione=w

T Teacher Profile Number Two: MrSr‘L{-

'

’ &r

: \.:,ﬁ Lo N
of anﬁap& areaa. room whlch housed anorher grade one . c*ass i

’- ]

»
aqveted

i

“afront blackboard

“r

. :,‘ »:" . _‘ . kR o - -
‘d‘u.,' o : ‘ B ' ‘ .

g L'; grade one claSsroom was slﬁuated at one end

PR

LY
'The two 1nstruct10nal areas were separated by a

? Mrs..L;

utlllzed the.- space_*

Pocket charts,'experlence charts, records of

i

ch bralnstormed words and samples of wr1t1ng pattern 11terale

‘.

the walls of the - classroom._ Stddent work was

,°*

%piayed at- the entrance o the classroom wh1ch was

GJM A~the llbrary. e 'i. . .

[N L

}uden;s weTe a heterogeneous group from a m1ddle—

class.ba

.smiiler

'afternoon.~ Studenes«moved freely around.the class and:

.

¢

4’- N - v, .
ckgrougd A staggered enrollment gave Mrs. Lt

ttttt
. e

g;oup to work w1th in the mornlng than e

>
R . .

contrlbuted to dlscuss1ons un1mpeded by strlct rules or

Not

=

set but chose to talk or organlze thelr work space f1rst

‘ order. Students talked w1th nelghbors as they wrote.' 1'

. ~ &

all students began wr1t1ng as soon as the task was

‘ertlng act1v1t1es were offered at “some centers and some

' students

chose to write‘at home as well as at schoél,d

o v
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ResPonses to thé questlonnaire prov1ded g R )d{

: .comprehen81ve picture of. Mrs. L s yeax long writing _3%/ ‘:
A .

K
]

Mrs L; descr1bed her goneral approach\\b writ:nb

Fhole language approach" in- whlch ch11dren wero "hf f: S

glven opportun1t1es to wr1te at thei; own. lovel "' Mrs. L.

Wt \

explalned that she .chose themes around whlch she structured '
wr1t1ng act1v1t1eg'smﬂ\as m1n1mal cue messages. Journala

patterns, sentence frames, paragraphs,'and storles Mrs.

>7LJ1nd1cated that she was satlsfled thh thls type of work f.‘n
R . ] 4 ., l‘..

v;.because 1t reaches several 1evels of expéct@tlon ”,,and

‘ N P -

enhances the 1ntegrated thematic approach. "““Shq»mcntronod

'that she would 11ke to extand hcr students wrltlng to

RN

”1nc1ude research reports and story structure but found that

0"

11m1ted t1me in the day was a constralnt Mrs L. -

\

\

’

spec1f1ed tHﬁt wrltlng actlv‘txes ochpled two hours of

‘.cla‘ss tlme dall,y 1n¢the mornlng one- half hour was devoted \
‘ . \ . »

\ - e

to journals and mlnlgal cue messages, and one hour to

s

: expre551ve,or pattern wr1t1ng wh11e one—half hour 1n “the --i -

~

afternoon was spent on factual or expre551ve wr1t1ng e

©

Mrs. L. communlcat \d her purposes for br1t1ng as - 1)
\

-language expre551on followlng the: bulldlng of 1dons and

oral wbrk 2)a means“of us;ng‘the words connected with the

- a

vtheme and 3)as a way for chlldren to become aware oﬁ : Y

patterns.- Mrs. L. summed up hex ph1losophy by saylng that
) : ) . , q



;7?f‘. e it . . 2’ o "r;‘- md 9 | |
T

¢ .

~

"ehibdren iearn to write by uritingtu vShe~ptofessed.that‘» )

‘ hetvstudentS]dﬁre‘able ta'organize their thoughts, express

themselvea‘fluently'usfﬁg;short sentences or phrases,

. ' .o T
L

omplete frames and adapt thelr writlng to a pattern' smi

n

aimed to extend students writing. to longer sentences and

. Bl
' . \ 5

n_'parggrapﬁs which used descrlptlve words and P{Oper B .

4
) l'

punctuation. rs. f regarded wr1t1ng as a means to

.

'cqntact each Chlld on an individuai basﬁs" and help them

develop their use of oral words on the th me.
‘*dm : B 3 _ . Y ’

‘the opportunlty for students to use- th

) S . :

It provided‘~ s

»anguage
A

ES,

thoughts;

developed in class‘and to,ﬁxpress thelr n ﬁMisf
v ] ‘ &
L. felt wr1t1ng 1et the chlldren "feel c:jikytable wit
“‘3; “’(‘Af?'ﬂ‘ A

: : o . ‘
thelr own’ efforts and progress. : Lo ' B

Mrs. L. related that she encouraged wr1t1ng by hav1ng

" \ R '
boo s and«words everywhere:‘as a stlmulus. Before hav1ng

‘the tudents begln wr1t1ng, Mrs. L,-explalned ‘that she . oy

'typlcallyqex'iored the theme us1ng f11mstr1ps, books and’
7'd1$cuss1onsato help-the chlldren develop thelr oral _ .

.
.

'1anguage. She gu1dedvthe cla{; through bralnstormlng

N . L ]

i sessions Yo generate words assoc1ated wlth the theme.

- . . .

La-‘ter, drama‘tions and,numerous repetlt.lons ‘of patterns LY

‘and frames b.:h fnd1v1dually and as a group m1ght be used

to build u the'thlldren s "famlllarlty €>th words and

help them thlnk throuéh and organlze thetr steps

8

studentJ\were writing, Mrs. L. stated that she
: - 3

Whil

i

L1
@

c1rcu1atem to- mot1vate, encourage  and assist" students.’p;f_‘



,Ig 8 student experienced difficulty during Mriuing. Mrau~Lu;“£#§

'.explained that she might share the pattern orally with them

-

'again, review the pattern or words to use, or read .aloud an

Coa

example of another student s work. } It was indicated that‘t f~

,skills were developed_d‘ ing oral ‘work or sharing'ttme

.ﬁaihlyjthis.consisﬁg&vofx nstrating rules ot pointlné'

_ ;Lt w§rds.that are ;lmilé,' Mrs.:L. explained that then

, they ‘wrlte class books tog ther to relnforce skills." ’Sh

'declared that the main anpro ch’ Lgvskill devalopsenpﬂigl
e e ‘ DT E

through pract1C1ng or ﬂwxng.

T 0

Mrs. L. 1nd1cated sthat usua was shared wltw

thexgroup‘or diép1ayed'f r'gxhers' )'read. At othcr times, \ .

Mrs. L. fécilitated th

—_

sharlng of writing with otho }

classes and the princiyal, or published books. | ' o

Occa51onally, writing wa' sent me. W -
A \ . . | - .v
; | . L e
“ Instructional Practice as'Perceived by Mrs. L.
— : g . S o -

i

‘,V '_,A . . / ,’ .
classroom as well as-no,e&.OUKd on her viewslqﬁ NI
“» ,‘ - . %c I A
inétruction. Thé two Iessons were. v1deotaped a week'_
5 NERS.
‘due to scheduglng difilcgltles and school programs. "%ej
= .}‘.‘.Q.

first lesson lasted approx1mate1y one hour and was based on.

{ ax i

. ¥
- individual books. The second lesson involved a dally

f‘/

. . L ' ) y
v . ' r
. . . o
‘ . . .

the~pattern1ng_of a poem which The students wrote as



4
8 : f
¢ .

.

Table 4 documents the praktices g8 identified by Mrs.
. identified .a uumb t,

“f.In the first lesson, Mrs..L
predrdting activitles which centered on familiarizing the

students with. the pattornt Considerable eral work was a
done. foIlowed by readlhg nractice of the\uocabularyl ‘, ,

She 1dentified numerous instances of

LI

c o

]

.” ipvolued
, tﬁ’hctions with. students about their writing
:.,\akeinforcement of the pattern wae‘wost often cited as a
: & \ _,» .
practlce she engaged 1n durin& the wrlting procees Mrs. - AN
\ﬁ"; also achﬂowledged her prac tires of wrltlng spelllng B
iy, R A . Q* " . m
words on the. blackboard llstening to storlgseand b
respond1ng to them. S AT |
In the second lesson, Mrs.f%,wiﬂentified several
‘mot;vational strategies for wrltlng The most frequently
‘. -
noted&practlce wasthat of encouraging students to extend
S
their wrltlng. Mrs L. also mentloned prp@t?f?gn LA S
H . * . '- . . .
scr1b1ng for students, helping with spelllng and - respondlng
. ot . . ‘
to students . messa - . , o S
. . L e o Ch ?
* ¥, . > "-‘"“"\a,v : » 1
0y [ ‘. N "..*, - ‘ '{x b ? ; Fig
. ’ ¥ . . H
Qy the Researcher 0 H
PR ‘ P
. ; . . ’ ‘ . ’ J’ s
o N x5 . . ,;; el
. f

; The two v1deotaped lessons were viewed by the
\researcher in order to ascertain- 1nstruct10nal practlceSf
that Mrs. L. employed in, hec w;1t1ng program This vteV1ng
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.,ﬂ.ﬂtooknpi@dbdprior tq tgacher reaction‘ﬁi dn effort to

.'maintain impartialw’y to: 1dent1fiable prncvtcoq Tablg 5”;~,,A

.
‘, Am -r".‘:'. B

'“preSEnts a list of rese%;iher ideptificd pruct1ces fok Mrk

v . o ‘.“
v N . o Y a" VT e
. . e . . . v . . . Nt . R IV A
« : ' . N . oo \ L ) R $ . w o
“ 3 . g 5 e - co . 3 . ; L .
w e . . . . ; N . . N . B \ ' LN " »
B B Lo - . . . o a Coe e o IR SR t
. N . ‘ N . b Ve, e g *
i A Y T . 1" w

b

For the most part the rgsearcher-ndontified prncttcvq,‘ e

paralleled chosa df Mrs L. empept thaL ropéated IHQtOhCOH

,?f similar practhes wera noted wherea% Mrs.d generaiiy 0
LA o : 1 o

spoke about dach practlce pnly once. Ident1fiahle 'Hf :f‘:i: g

‘?&actices included modeliing the patter dnd ﬁpg1llu8’;:431x§£~ﬂ

. . ' * ) foe o '

i pg&mptlng students as they work xn nHes attern érally nn(ﬂjﬂkglﬁ"

ln wrltlng,‘read1nnghat studenbs had ﬂrltten ana&;d'f:i}'w;‘wg

pesponding o it. Th; most frequently noued prndtlgc‘was “{ .
ner 1nd1v1dua{‘1n£ernct1ons~w1th students whlch gcnorallyngff

v g ‘1,
| .a Customary part'of eacm inQeractlon 3

: Walues and Bellefs K q: ; ) v :?f :

,“; S T et f ST R .': ‘?'a‘f e

.*bf; E%The!' Repet%niy Gr1d and Laddérlng Prqcedurd 1lluT1naL0d'ﬁw
’,J;SL‘L. snnalqu and bellefe abou; Mrnttng (Table 6) - The

. :subordlnate cdnstructs 1nd1cated a, ;a1u1ng of extendcd , ,:Q t

descrlptlwg wrltlng tnét 1ncorporated nrganlxatlon pf f 'p;u
factual or 1mag1nat1ve 1dcas. Mrs. L., anted the«chldd to }L
be present in th; wrltlng énd wanted mhat cbxld to be k iff‘

SN o .J . ,,‘; ' o ‘ s ’- ""



ad e e

o

mot1vated and confldent. ,5“f'- T 1‘*l7tgf.’ ERR ‘q"fi

The th1rteen subordlnate constructs wene reduced to_,7

seven bellef statements or superordlnate constructs.' Mrs.ﬂﬁ"ﬁL
L s be11efs revolved arouqd two premlses.'one. soc1ety hasi{gd?

expectatlons for 1nd1v1duals and tHose whd met thosef'>jﬁ

e!pectatlons would be better able to cope 1n soc1ety,_and ;j.ﬂ

| ‘ et ‘ i
two, 1nd1viduals must understand themselves and others..:__ i
TN NI R A DRSS VR Co oy ,' R

ST D e e S e Ly

“‘Relationship Betweeén Beliefs and Practices - . % o

. A comparison of ‘Mrs. Li's belfefs andipractices.
‘_reveeledgrin,general a p051t1ve correspondcnce although on

. ".“ '

the ba51s of 1dent1f1ab1e practltes, two bellefs (Ll and
L4) appear to be_the dr1v1ng force behlnd Mrs.;hts;.ehpﬁt;~”'

approach to wr1t1ng TWO valued £eatures (51gns of

. N
% 4 e " v

.;motlvatlon; extended vocabulary) led to the bellef
‘ i . R S
‘atement "A person needs to 11ve ‘in the world.>cope wlth';

lult set goals and be productlve [Llj;_ Thls bellof was £~i;ftgf

-

5*. dlscernlble 1n several practlces. Mrs.yL. providcdja"’iibnggf“

S AT
2 \. o

_-varlety of wrltlng s1tuatlons (Journals,,messages, factual

e
.

reports,cstorles,,patterns) g1V1ng her students an S;Qh¥gfﬂ’

opportunlty to experlence and respond in many dlfferent ?
Once the wr1t1ng process was underway, Mrs. L{ P

demonstrated that the student was 1n control of h1s ;;'

X :
ivwrlt;ng, 1nstances were noted where ch11dren were free to

IR DT IR DT SR .”%.ﬁ't



deviate from the antern.q‘Mrsf?ercommented "It is your

decision.ﬁ You are/&he author..

h‘OPPOTfUﬂfCieS for/students to set goa%i and b groductlve.v‘”'”

.-,,

Mater1aﬂ§ qpre i’yfavallable and expectatlons clearly

b

'*:fexplalned St
\

'y

ﬂion projects apd raised for thelr efforts.? Mrs.;L dld

w

,v,u"

3{developing'a theme before'wrltlng began. Mrs.,L mentloned '

Y 3

“Q*u51ng’f1bhstr1ps,'books, f1e1d trlps,‘dramatlzatlons and

;-f,d1$CUSS¥ons as. meens she used to explore a theme. Mrsy
’ / i . . 'i- .
#',L herSelf demonst?ated an‘enthus1asm and<exc&tement about

- > RETAS / 4 -

I

émuch to motuvate her students. Con31derable t1me was spent_rfﬁ'

prov1ded -

nfwrlting u51ngxfac1al express%ons and 1nflect10n toj;ff;f/,%“*ﬂﬁ

,acqéntuate it., Motlvatlon to wr1te was enhanced by Mrs

- : . s - O :
i L/s genulne pralse and responses to students rltlng,_she"-
/ S ) . . L

'.Xet ey dld Dazly m;nlmaI cue méssages often contalned

R Fh

Journals._ D1splays,.shar1ng of wr1t1ng w1th peens and

”best sellers and referrlng to

i

”ﬁ_adults, publlshlng of

P

students as .1mportant authors all could be v1ewed as ways'

,questions that students were 1nv1ted to - respond to 1n thelriﬁ

lshowed that she cared about and was dellghted w1th the work;h::*

she stimulated students to be eager about wr1t1ng ﬂIn ofre NP

segment. Mrs._LfVeXplalned that she accepted dlfferent

?levels of performance dependlng on a student 'S ab111ty

»

',“

. teschér to say,

_&Vr@léeagaiéygn _o_turn her on mqt»turn*herfoff,ﬂ{}

"She 1s satlsfled w1th that, so am I ;; It s my role as al”k

'Yes You are a really g00d author"“fa:‘mYu
RN ‘ 3 CAe



x“

gvocabulary by 1ntroduc1ng newqurds~orally,'and had

'-ﬁstudents experlment wlth them orally 1n many dlfferent

i3situat10ns (in groups, partners,'on thelr own. 115ten1ng to

'”?otherS) t%e gradually phasedethe vocabulary 1nt0 the

R S

'fE'reahm of Jeadlng and f1na11y 1nv1ted the students to Ssa

N
\the-new words in’ the1r wr1t1ng She stated "

.weren T famlllar w1t$ the words they wouldn t wanL to

wr1te.~_ She further relnforced thelr extehded vecabularlesi

by respondlng'to the1r wrltlng by using nhe vocabu.ary and

ﬁ\\\the 1anguage (theyY’used'f

RN

'-5<; F1ve subordlnate construtte ﬂed'

0 the bellef.Jekjé

\\

gi:fcope w1th everyday stressr'[LA} Inbth1.f%rca,‘Mrs-w

(S
[N

'Jstated that she valued donfldence 1n wr1t_nﬂs

"flow1ng wr1t1ng, and the 1nc1usion of facts ortother

'fdemonstretlons of knowledge.g The use of a pattermlng

'j'approach to writlng could be seen as one Waiv_,

- i A
S T . p y .

- PR . . : S EEREEA
§4 g L . . T e ) ;



*She encouraged stfdents to spell

She admltted» "I do‘not coﬁreotithe‘r ;fﬁﬁ'







‘.partlculatly\_wbat“ it looked like, ’I‘he clu dren
’,\qhq'ihad t‘hﬁu'gh‘ : of so.meﬂu ng and ha.d asked \me‘ ar_




;because th;s is a t'ny book " There 1s no other evidence

this belief

; or cont.edict,

T Tt

-;purpose because‘it helps to develop our growth and

”Nt@understandlng o‘fourselves and those around us] hél-”J

: Vi
\.

“ggeneral nature -of
; \

the statement é&nds support in. the ‘ktfi;t"t3if
ﬁgeneral ph;losophy of MrS,/L s wr1t1ng program., She{fﬁi :,-U,

‘”stated "Every author wrltes for the purpose of reading or
.;;belng read tote The practlces'of sharlng weré\noted
Nﬂearller.

In ana1y21ng Mrs L 'S bellefs ﬁ?@&e»eeﬁ?congruency,

fthere appeared to;be two bellef statements \ﬁat confllcted
: ‘ SN ¥

ylth each otHer These dealt w1th'the bellefs in




fanilitated risk taking by using pétterns, familiarizing

“ ,~~

i“t'students with possibqe completion phrases before‘writing

' v, Gty

%' an‘ demonstrating examples.. In other words, she took some.""

sher young students.a

éherredhcédl

In this way,
Suarahteed success which would“!eaﬂwﬁ:f

o ,v' o
. d .

of mind

’In’two of her

v

expressed the 1mportance of 1nteractions w1th othen -as U
.y . .

thls helps brlng ins1ghts 1nto others ahd ourselves [L3
L7] ;1.;'fvffﬂ5ﬁfffnf‘[iﬂ7f f{i,*'H'ﬁf | ‘.%”
| Several pract1ces in MrsJ“E s’ room. were' found to{”"u
ﬂ{ support thes@ belieis;.a;th0ugh 1t was noted by the .
reSearcher that mostzfrequently these 1nteract10ns werebi
1n1tiated by Mrs.;ﬂ. herself Chlldren reSponded to‘:"
questions and took part in.. dlscu531ons or‘group U

o ’.1

brainstormimg but did ﬁrot tend to 1n1t;ate group

interactlon. The onu”ﬂﬁor 1nteract10n appeared to be on

the teacher.and as auresult —&he beneflt oﬁ the 1n51ght )
Jnto ourselves and others [L7] may have been w1th the‘
teacher.s It 19 poss1bke that Mrs.;L percelved more ?fdl
‘1nteract10n occurrlng 1n‘her‘e1ass than obServatlons> |

; ; e : o R

showed

. CERNR v , "Ka\fi' L ‘ , o .
In as far as five of Mrs gLns«bellef statements‘fpund

;'specifmc support dlrectly 1njher prac&1tes"and two uer; v

it can be concluded that Mrs.:fff




5

o L.'s beliefs were gen !'kl y congruent -

A H . ,
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TABLE 6

Subordinake anstructs

SO

- wri

'“'wr1t1ng

(Values)

i

.,signs of motivat1on;,r ‘
]ﬁextended vocabulary,ff¢

Ly
4

D

imaglnatio"

feellngs

v . .
LR L R

'Qlllustratlons matchg‘

'f5?“ ~not” be doubt ful

using: descrlpthve DENEE

‘quords

£ . AT :
i , [ 4 T ,
. ot 0 X o
‘ W e e 1040
Ve Lt : ' ! T
e, e
o
MRS L '
v -;“ " . PO "
P AT

Smperordinate Constructs =

(Beliefs)

Ll s»A person needSmto ;":
"o ,live.in the world;
" cope-with it,
~-'goals anpd- be

> productlve.

set

.Society expects Ll e
individuals to . .
extend themselves;l' "
(take a risk) and’

e

L3 = We are.expected to';

~the sentencps “ ifteraet” wfth

- others.in our

o soc1ety -
S ’ tod ' : i< R L
ltép‘showlng confldence ‘L& Happlncss and peace”

© in driting’ . ) N of m1nd help a
Wﬁfﬁlnvented«spelllng Sy ‘person cope ‘with

- F(so language will ‘. E everyday stress.if

L. flow) ¢ : S e T -

L9 writing-in - -

-~. .  paragraphs. . i ..
10 factual 1nformat10n'ﬁ '

12. extension of" ;
”':knowledge L 2
. L ' S ﬁ'*”“‘ S o

j'Z;'smaller,'neater o N LS It is- 1mportant to _

K '}prlntlng ' 3 put ‘your best :;
e R ceffort forward at ‘
o L all tlmes e ;
8. ‘table.of contents ':’L6_= TIt: 1s %mportant to.fQ“
\ "‘.:» ) N ,,&h ': . :: . -._ :,:4 . K L have purpose . . _»~- . . ‘.‘

- because . it- helps to
"..develop our grewth:.
- “and understanding ”,
‘ s oof ourselves and . - |
: "_those arc ind us'. % L
showlng expre351on ‘: L7 Interactlon w1th

others helps brdng‘ 
" insight into.Skhers " *
.and. ourselves,g e




“.referente books on the curren

fj{}fﬁx:ff~. Teacher Profile Number 3 Mrs.jd,'l .

Claég&pom'obserVationaﬂ;ip-ﬂfff_t

vtheme were dlsplayed on-

K

'another table., Numerous expe ience tharts. recordlngs of

' bralnstormlng se531on5‘and group'poetry were ev1dent

"Overview of the Writing Program-~ '

ThlS heterogeneouq group of students came from av

\

.'Mrsﬁfdl taught a. Small group of students in Grade i
'Three‘and Fouru. Students sat? ‘glarge tables in one area) - -
iof the room or met on. - a carpeted—sp&cejat the side.‘ j

Sereral small work areas (tables_and chalrs) were lotated vr
around the room.} Art work an ’ B if R

m1dd1e to lower mlddle class nelghbourhood as reported by

Mrs.-d. They were fam111ar w1th routlnes <in the classroom,-,"

Dur1ng the wrlting tlme, students talked shared and
dlscussed thelr wr1t1ng Wlth others around them

f ;’i._, .

-

‘ﬁMrSf’J utillzed the quest10nna1re to g1ve a detalled

ccount of her wr1t1ng program

, amlcable and eager to take part in classroom act1v1t1es.g1“

'VShe deSCrlbed wrltnng as:e

1ntegrated part" of her classroom.t Her program was v



A~

Lo~

letters, poetry, patterningf'

‘,,-

These codid be either selfi?

\-

: :

'the act1v1t1es.

‘ ment10ned that she wanted her students to develop fluency,,

~—

wrlting projects.,'Mrs.

J. stated that “s' eg,‘was satisfied

\

w1th the writlng be1ng done in her classrobm as it was

open ended N allowing for d1fferences 1n style, $k111 nnd

t
interest

h

the children en]oy vr:tlng and are eager tb partic1pqte 1n

B s K

\

was pleased wlth her progrem becauSc it enabled her to

1ntegrate wrltlhg 1nto all subJect areas.v‘a <

% .

Y

confldence 1n writ1ng and 1ts related facets.J Mrs.'Jt;ifyff

creat1v1ty and personal styles of wrltlng,iand 1earn thats

A

V

TM J’ 1Lsted twelve purposes for wrltlng in her

~

“l{claserOm.v These f0cused -on develbpment of sk111 and

el
)

/oanlons and 1nformat10n" As well she wanted to help

étudents develop am 1nterest 1n wr1t1ng 1tself

g
Furthermore Mrs J{.lndlcated that she

-~

b'awareness of and an apprecxatlon for dlfferent klnds of

N

wr1t1ng and an understandlng of the purposes for wrltlng. v

She almed to develop the mechanlcs of wrxting along with

- organlzatlonal skllls,

thlnking processes and

AIso she,felt 1t was meanlngful amd pleasurable'f'M“

CF

JOn

'f1f.wr1t1ng 1s a means of communlcatlng ideag, feelingsy~7ﬂ "“: '



13£‘eVa1uation/edit1ng sk}lls.N She reported th t her\studenta {3w2

for a variety o£ purposes.‘ She felt they put a gqod effort

E

lnto their work and shared it with pride.: Mrs. J. ained to

have stndents continue to expand and develop their writing
) [ \ . .
skills. their imaginatidn and oreativity and their Lo

.
PR o
4 4 . .
.-
Ty,

enjoyment of the task 5“ <L‘/lwfgll -," ';--f &@LFfjeté};- |
‘, Mrs J.'stated that ahe used children s writlng as a \

R means of monitorlng the individual s growth towards her C[;"*

A % ENAA) [ to-' . .
. . B y
¥

goalslln the‘writlng prdgram. It also yrovided another uay

_'t understand them better. She felt wrltxng enabled

'ﬁistudents to work with our 4anguage{‘express themselves

;.J._and vork through problems and feelings.a

- LS

Furthérmore, she 1nd1cated that wr1t1ng prOV1ded an

.-v* 0 «

opportuhlty for students to learn from others through

Aa’AA . . 4 A

- Coet e
'

S

sharlng. ;_ﬂ f'"f:'f'* 5# %_1 F, i

Mrs.xJ reported that she facllltated wr1t1ng hy‘

' A*Dn”

physically arranging hep'classroom so 1t wouid be conducive.

v A

V.‘];to writlng Thls 1ncluded the placement of students at

tables "to encourage\shar1ng of Ideas wh11e stlll v‘lﬂfﬁ'ﬁ;}
‘ff pxoviding secluded corners for private wr1t1ng The rug

- . ol 4

- .
e,

area was used exten31ve1y for dlscu551ons,.brarnstorm1ng, "'g’
sharing and listenlng to(&tqries oo ”_;~37* 31\_
Before hav1ng the class engage in wrltlng tasks, Mrs.x;,“\

ce

f;J indicatéd that %he planne3 the theme by 1ntegrating the~;'”

subject areas and skills and organlzing and sequenc1ng the ‘h’“

-

: -t T - B : ‘~4 .



:'i; them actively participate in experiences Involving the

S T ST e

"VL"“‘. . ; '3-/‘ L

“.5\'_‘i,.,n9t:1vitie. " St;udents w;re gre.o,nrnd‘,f.pr wx.uing by huins |

,senses. Then. typically, students were allowed to develoo
'Vl their ideas orally before they were required to express~'
: themseIVes in writing.,,f, : | : '. ‘ “ :
| Mrs. J acknowledged that while studentg;were Lriting
1sh% "floated around to help fglus ideas, ask questions,-“V
‘ : discuss ideas or’ any nroblems" but also asserted that
rstudents need time on their own. She stated, "I do find ﬁ*;ﬂ
that most students. when they are, absorbed in-theirb; .
writlng, prefer time to, themselves.v. However, when -
btf students were experiencrng difﬁlcultles with their wr1tingh' f)
Ji;Mrs.lJ; explalned that sﬁe would assume the role of‘
:{‘rfacilltator and gu1dg and have the students try to identify;
\the problem and suggest solut1ons themselves "ﬁrs. lg..
vtaught sk1lls-as they became necessary.. worklng w1th
'ch11dren ind1v1dually from the p01nt at whlch they are
' mbShe speclfled tﬂat she commented on the1r work in terms ofb
.esk1lls and dlscussed»ar:as‘that needed improvement. She‘
idld spot teachlng w1th the ch11d on the spec1fic Sklll"'.
'when she notlced he»as ready for 1t Ch11dren were '
‘sencouraged to work w1th a partner | | o
- Mrs J. reported that most wrltdng’was shared’1n some~Qf'
way, w1th1n a large or small group, w1th a friend, or in a{d'

fd1sp1ay Somet1mes ‘the wr1t1ng was: shared only with the e

’teachar and occasionally the ch11d s wr1ting was totally 5ﬁﬂ‘h



S e
S b P ‘ b L : o ! -
Pti!ue, "onlx for. uwr tm wdaw "ritin& °¢°“"°d 'e"“y e

‘vday f;}**g;ying longths of time. Mra,dJr 1nd1cated that

o she“encournge 1wrttinghat‘hqmer

i

s Practices as Percejved by Mrs, J..

. In tr ct

N Mrs. d{ utilized the two videotaped 1essons to
dl‘identify and comment .on particular instructional practices
‘uﬁ'she onployad.in}her teachingq. The-two leaaonu.,occurriné‘
hon consecutiuevdeys. centered on the writing of 'tall '
itales. Ta?le 7 contains 8 list of practices ds identifled

by Mrs. Jo

InitiaLIy'Mrs..J ~used the 1ncidents recorded on. the

I jvideotape ‘as st1mu11 to discuss her global teaching

fstrategies and their. rationale The %esearcher attempted
to. have her focus ‘on specificldractlces but often these
u

| were not identified'd1rect1y‘ t were discussed in an
SOEN IR - O \ .
indirecd.manner. ¥ 4

. Mrs. J. identlfied numerous pre wr1t1ng practlces@such

-.as reviewing background mater1al bralnstormlng, ofal”

f»practice of story structure and man%pulat1Ve "hands on"
‘;experiences. Mrs, J 8: comments suggested her de51re to 1{r

'E:make her students comfortable w1th the1r 1deas and wlth her

'[Nexpectations for the task .

During the writ1ng time, Mrs.’J; revealed how her

"‘fpractices allowed the students to remaln 1n control of

a F



, . L . o, ' . ; L - . &
SRR ‘ o B ¢ 1
o N 1 . ; e B v

L4
o

%hnit ﬂniting with minimal 1ntor¢ontion on hev 7&@5en~}vﬂwffﬁeﬁ‘f

'gDuring editing time. the oractice Mra. J. 1dent1f1ed mest

fffrequently was ‘one. °f f°°“310s the student e attentioh on
espilling errors. l‘_”’ ~ u',, l "vf~“53 ' ‘

-

;"1 }hstfbetionélPrscticeseAs.Pereequd:3xd§§;?k§aéésche}:}f:
- v'!.‘h Lo st , f%; ;\ ~ | ,.1 L _,‘“
Two videotaped lessoos provided datb on the pruetices
-Mrs. e employed in her language arts prcgram ) The :

ﬂ : ’
researcher viewed the videotapes prldr to teachér reactinnu‘

"_1n an effort to maintain impartiality and heutrality to o
identiflable practices. Table 8 presents a t‘%ulstion of“
:*researcher identified pfact1ces for Wrs J. -
lh Jn general the researcher noted practlces mstched
those 1dent1fied by Mrs 'JQialthough as noted ?revxogsly,h:
. Mrs. J. did nOt dISCUSS spec1f1c practices as’ much as?L\\\
,m‘_ - ™
global strategies.“ Practices percelved by the researcher
1nc1uded presentlng an agenda,‘revzew1ng background,
’bralnstorm;ng ‘and record1ng of words and 1deas,.setttng

defin1te expectataons for tasks, llsten1ng and respondxng
i

. on an indiv1dual bas1s and edltlng for Spelllng There 'TY) o

‘an, emph381s 1n these two lessons on oral dxscu351on and

fdmgnipulatlve experlences preced1ng wrxtten work

.ﬁ,-correctlon of. spe111ng was noted as the most common editii///“

'f-.htactlge..' C e s RN



e

*i“ﬂcorresponQing bellesttatemeﬂts.” The subordlnate,

i

'ﬁfconstructs suggest a valulng of effectlve, 1nd1v1duallstat¢?

Mrs J valued ev1dence that writing was_ ’“

5,othersf

“_;meanlngful and enjoyable . the Chlld ‘and that the Chll

 f;str1ve to be 1ndependent4'self mot1vated '

‘,posltlve in thelr outlook Further effectlve

.ﬂ.,.

to-learn from

"?fulfllled

iEkpoqure to dlfferent types of

' nderstand chers and make bettergm’}




A comparlson of Mrs. f s bellefs and practices

;"erevealed a harmonlous congruence - Four superordlnato ‘T””37
c0nstru¢ts dealt W1th the concept of pos1t1ve att1tudes and

emotlonal well beang [J3 People should believe that
everyone has worth nnd 1mportance and therefore somethlng ‘
to communlcate° J4 P051t1ve attltudes cad affect,the ‘;

o

11ves and people around us 1n a p051t¢

zmotlvatlon 1s a key to emotlonal well bcnrtj. "lg Hoalthy"

ti.“f”v
PR

iﬁfl 1%e11ngs and healthy mlnds make for a healthy person]

Mrs. J demonstrated these belleﬂs 1nst1nct1ve1y in, her

e»flnteractlons w1th her students All efforts madc by

students were recclvedculth warm th and acknowledgcd

-~

51ncerely Exemplary of such practlces 1s‘Mrs ”Jﬂs'l

S o -

'f[v descrlptlon of the group poem wr1t1ng sess1on h"Some peoplC’ffﬁ

;ﬁf’ﬂould glve su%gestlons and we would put 1t down and’ lt;nfig;

d1dn t matter 1f your suggestlon was terrlflc, We put 1t g;ff,
_‘down Interactlons showed a mutual respect botwcon
v v ‘ . ~ . . #

students and teacher In thls regard Mrs.mJ prov1ded

S

good role model for her young authors.m After llstenlng to

'”ja student read ﬁﬁs story, Mrs jJ: would make spec1f1c

comments about the thlngs in 1tf‘ She related that shcid,d

\

not belleve 1n maklngijust general cqmments whlch cpuld

,ﬁl thlnk you can always flﬂd somethmng

sound shallowﬁ

<,

spec1f1c to say, I llke tbe way thlS charactcr d1d such and



e

such" Mrs.”

c1rcle st,.

\."'

indlvidual 5 feellng\of worth An several other ways ,?:é;f

-gdemonstrated her belief in the 1nd1v1dual s4f134
worth;inﬁcommunisatlng One role she took dur1ng~thevTﬁ':77
y was‘ to accept what chlldren have sald gﬂflff,f;

guess just what you do 1n wr1t1ng Mrs.'J enhanced the :ff

Sharlng of wrltten workc through readlng or dlsplays,.can;~v.ce

«.‘

be'seen as a promotLon of a p051t1ve self concept
: ".- .

She used chlldren s wr1t1ng as“examples and often}':”

‘all d:everyone s'attentloh tof.a‘veiy gqod descr1pt1ve

o say Mrs‘”J7:*5”'

. ‘-why; i

H when she has

:'troubMe Wlth ‘plan and\'from' so I 11 focus on somethlng




"'?flsolated

w:f?respoﬁ51b111by fram all

-NEMrs‘ch arrangedffor this qualaty to be exerc1sed One»éf

“fi;Comments

classroom

\

Self~motivataon was valucd a“d;‘W“““

l

Humour,_lnltlated by teachor and,fL

SR

Flve superordlnate constructs dealt wlth tho 1dca thaL

'Wloc dur1ng the storleG

a natural accompanlmenL to Mrs 3Lvs 1essonsgf«

]

such ‘as. she wrltes bcwutlful StOFlGS and has lotq:"

PR

ﬂj'effectlve communlcatlon 1s necessary to functxonlng 1n a

’5soc1al env1ronment @ﬁe— Everyone 1s paxt of Lhc world 'not ey

= We un.erstand we are not alone 1n our [eellngs,‘JQ =

3qa part of

and coplng lS part of surv1v1ng 1n the wor1d'*35ff4”>w

;- L LR

=

3chWr1t1ng 1s a- useful &kl’l and Lhrough Lh1s wrlLlng bécdpbél;

peopie‘JlO Fffect1vecommun1c1trdn1s”dj ”M”

"Q}necessmty at tlmes to functxon 1n our soc1ety,.J13J?fff’c'

.3';goals]

The surface constructs for

'”'ifEffectlve communlcatlon is helpful 1n atta1ning your /,qﬂff‘;"“

these bellefs dealti?"

exempleyf“,};ﬁ




.o

"n‘wr1t1ng, Mrs.dJ, Mgrked on bu11d1ng the background to a f“

. .»v(

becomes too;h;nga processand their work endsturbe1ng

'”."f'_fNot every p1ece of wmngwasfully 'e"d'i:

Jﬁﬂ}{that "1f YOU do that all the t1me WLth ‘nlldren, theh 1t

7y;;students maklng wT1t1ng personal and,effectli

' ‘ ‘ g S X . L f
writing. Mrs.tJ attempted to cultivate these qualitles byQ

presenting a daily agenda, and discussing it thoroughly so

I .|/‘

dihelped to augment the ch11d s’ notlon of a need for wr1t1ngf&liij

Mrs.xd felt

very short However, when wr1t1ng was to be dlsplayed

),. }-.'

wlth the poetry, "they know that there 1s a reason for At

,',[to be letter perfect .n,then 1t s f1ne .:Mrsgidf>valuedé_"i”f

'lfostered thlS quallty by choos1ng themes from:her studentsf.u

SR

’“isiownelnterests.- She found that lack of interest 1n toplcs

really h1ndered thelr wr1t1ng.", To further enhance‘

s . “

theme‘before she expected students to wrlte about 1t She“”

moved from the general .concrete 1deas to the more abstract

as witnessed 1n her sculpture - to - poetry gbiglng lesson

'Jv

She stated 3"If they don t have a’ basis or some v1car1ous

e v\A-o et : - . - . - .
L Y A
P N




'lldentlfy a. word": Then even 1f chlldren were nOt'ablc

“thread a11 the words, they could ask £or example,.‘whichi

7:one 1s ‘terr1f1c ; and all I have to say 15 'Number Two

,\"‘

?iers Je also had students make a spellxng helper book withﬂff”"yl

R

'“fla page for each 1etter ofjthe alphabet cand; at the back

11f want a word spelled they bring me the1r book open to the‘

”~.~J1nd1v1duals .as’ she saw they were needed rabher than‘C“*J

I'llsts of categorlzed words. She explalned thac "Vhen theyi’~' .

e:page,zwe talk about the&word then put 1t 1n.»‘;"ueﬂfﬂf§ﬂff;*f
R \

”.,M}S;\J worked w1th the mechanlcs of wr1t1ng w1th

s

teachlng specxfic 1essons to the whole group Editlng




ﬁThe kids:would say,J"The 1dea is - good but 1t R
‘*fdoesn t seem to fit WA AR ‘too, short UL TR toovug;w
’ . ave enough In ic" or “whatever

'Jlthe 1nd1v1dual ,§E§P§§iaiégﬂs.'can 1earn,in dlfferent ways

!*fxfrom dlfferent people‘ J7'—'One of the gOals of 11fe 1s touf"i

:ﬁbecome the best person you can be .114 You must leafn to3f

B} ;be independent because you never know when you w111 haVe to'
'“{Tn‘w Sl ST S N

| eg:zif7f 1,';;;i?f~?a



””f structure lessons and activities to ensure confidence in

on your own.‘, yTJ s practices. to a @ertain
extent reflected these béﬁiefsu While fostering

independence on the part of students, Mrs.th-took cere to

S BN

Yy

" .

risk tak1ng In this way,'students were not forced to be f'
» . L . '

independent but were first guided then encouraged t& do,;hr

!

dlscuss and share 1deas before students wot&;d on‘their

own.; As an examplep Mrs.‘J had the cblldren take part in'v*ﬂ

P

the c1rc1e story before they worked on thexr owp storypf

She stated "lf'you go through thIS together then it lowers

the chances of anybody not belng clear or sure of the klnd

...«t*_ . .\\_;

of wrltlng that they are golng to be d01ng Students were'V

g1ven the opportunlty to choose the1r own toplcs durlng‘

' part of - the wrltlng t1me ers{pi; further encouraged

o

thlngs on“thelr own.. Typlcally, Mrs¢ J had the group iff'

1ndependence 1n ed1t1ng by requestlng students to proof-. _f"

read the1r own wr1t1ng flrst before seeklng her Bld When»."'

~

ff students came for help, Mrs._J§~usua11y asked what they had ﬂ"

h”_already done to solve the problem, rather»than 51~v1v'

ihﬁhsupplylng a solutlon Mrs J. typlcally took o N 'dyh'

go through p0551ble avenues of help w1th the b O

Coa - ¥
bulld thelr repertolre of resources for the 1t~;rfr

»-\. .

Mrs MJ; also advocated learnlng from 1nd1V1hu s Tooo

}f thrs end class discu531ons, sharlng of wr1t1ng and

bralnstormlng for 1deas flgured strongly 1n Mrs..J S

program Mrs.»Jy felt it ‘was. 1mportant for chlldren r.'to_":,_,



LETY

lﬂj:::l‘ﬁ“‘_f: uurf %Hyf”'tﬁ.vfiofe”.'c ",v ‘df S “fllgf

‘?Qngx.;f SRR e 1,," e “CP]‘,' o vvld.iilw‘"h‘ )
listen to the ideaa of others a8’ often this sﬁarkedfthélrJﬂf;”‘

X

own' creativity.‘ The circle story exercisé 1et students

experience'other people partic1pating-in a,story VThef

‘wa .a—‘

'physical arrangements of the classroom reflected Mrs. JJS bi;

,gdesire for studentstm get ideas from each other and to
SRR E

‘“h;Iearn frOm one another.‘ Often Mrs.;Jg facilltated the

'lrecognition of an 1nd1vidua1 s rdeas by stopping the class

("'

'1‘ to acknowledge a new, dlfferent’ Qr excellent 1dea and

"~ his_ idea,' Shar1ng w1ﬁh others was seen to - 1nv;te

pvencourage students to stop by to ask the 1nd1v1dual about

S

v

o/ o ot
A . Lo . . - , ' :
ol Sl . . L . A e

creat1v1ty f\w;“;‘ L 2 '1?”" . ) v
I b S T ) o
. }Ifthey come n)a problem ulthelr atory,I want -
< them to talk to-other people about it, I want '
_them to talk to me: .about-it, go’ through it and.
sort it out-rather than: put down the easy way
. out, because that's when Yyou come up with the -

‘creative 1mag1nat1ve solutlons to the problems

'Mrs;‘J{'valued ev1dence of thought organlzatlon or-‘*‘
. . - . = -
‘<sequence'in studentS’ wrltlng as she: belleved everyday llfe

;15 organlzed and has some sequence (JZ) Mrs;bJ;"l'aiaﬁuk
‘demonstrated thls bellef 1n the structure of herllessons T

'vDally agendas 111ustrated the organlzatlon‘of actlv1t1es |
AWhlle reVLewlng stor1es of Pecos Bill she did” them 1n'

*chronolog1cal sequence.. Mrs.~J} admltted that 1f y0u

gt B
B \

!ffsequence what you are go1ng té talk about 1n a. way that
L makes sense,“1t helps ch11dren to remember and then to'Qi;::,}
"nsequence the1r own memorles., Act1v1t1es such as the

_circle story helped students f0cus on- and th1nk about a/




E

ngroup Settlng through discussions and brainstorming Atf

M wr1te, Mrs.{JQ allowed for ”a pen&od of ten, flfteen

r".'

beginning, middle And end to” the story. f”{r‘ﬁ“f;fh[7”1'“

- Mrs. J s belief in the need for orgunization and
K

“thought in- writing was manifested in severnl ways. At

PRy

ctimes the thinking through process was accomplished in a

;a»other-times, Mrs.‘Jrvwould acquaint her students with a'
,'"‘prOJect several days beforehand "so they have a chance to "itj

Uthink about 1t " When students were left on their own to

mlnutes of that th1nk1ng through " 5 t1me for the plann1ng

J~mwh1ch,she felt was the most important part h"All the ﬂf,tifar

.1mportant thlngs the processes are 801ng on 1n the m1nd

¥

f.;t the other 19 JUSC the productr

fof dlctnonarles..*jﬂ

>'beauEy ofJour.lenguage'[J12}:

Mrs J. promoted her bellef in exp061ng chlldren to f‘ﬁff

ﬂ d1fferent types of wrltlng and resources [JS] in: several

'ways. Varlous forms of 1anguage such ‘as’ poems, songs,tf;rw T

Y
i,

w-stories .and factual 1nformat10n was anorporated 1n other_;;f‘

hemes and sha”ed orally wlth the class or at the - llstenlng

vuuoentre A d1sp1ay of books on the current theme was

favallable'for the students to read as.uere_several'types -

AR

;o

~

| Hrs. J;’explained that:the more "forms of literature » 

l_rhey are eXposed to the more they‘rea11ze there is to wr1tc

Habout and the ways there 13 to wrlte about !tﬂ: Indlrectly

'these practlces also promotef Mrs J s bellef 1n the

/o

/



"ffteacher to student.f’

.:“Efg]f#Mrg.,J belieVed that "you iqarn by exoerimenting and

‘taking riak'" {J17] As 111ustrated earlier with the R

&fconstructs dedling with developing independence, Mrs.rd;iﬁn“"'

'fﬂzstructured her activities in a way to make risk taking non—“

[

..Je;hreatening so that children would be encouraged rather

;"than force& to try thlngs on thelr own.. |

New i“edt*

Cos

. K

BRA .
AR

";suggestion.. NrdQnJ”
J::pxoblems but encauraged th11dren to reach their own

_:solutions One example occurred dur1ng the sculpture

session' WY never saxd "Don 't do that It s not golng to d,jﬁ

Ty

tactfully offered suggestions no ‘: L

e hods wene recexved Supportlvely Thef

-.“work but L gaVe her suggestlons }’ You Just dec1de whatfﬂr

you want to do.;”’ In the same way. Mrshll often asked
Coa e S . R N , :
students to make suggestldns for correctlng errors or.

B 1mproving passages durlng the ed1t1ng process.

}

v in;lviduals are better dec131on makers‘ better dec131on'
. . : o N wv.

“ma ,rs could 1mprove our world ] is very general 1n 1ts f'l

’“nature, and support for 1t can be seen 1n the general‘i'i ‘

The f1na1 superordlnate COnstruct [J16 Well lﬂformed”

:gnature °f hrs. d. 5 pregram. Themes covered ‘a wlde rangel*ﬁ

of 1nterestsmand'concerns._-Mrs. J 's empha51s on oral

-

-:ﬂiscu351ons appeared to prov1de an’ excellent means. of

L'7‘Sharing of knowledge. from student to student, and fromﬂ\

I“ 3"31YZ1n8 Mns. Jﬂs beliéfs and bnaQtiééé'“

vbod

'researcher hever obse}ved Mrs.uj putting down an 1dea or S



:pcongruency. 1t heeame euident that twoubeiieﬁ themeallay in»
direct opposition to each other.‘ Several belief statements
dealt with the 1mportante of the individual developing
abilities end becoming independent [J6 J7, Jl&]
Practices were found to support these beliefs. Severar
other belief statements [Jl, JS» Jo,. J10 J13] revolwed

. Y
around the sociaL aspect of life and the importance of

. \

communicating with others and being a part of society.'
{ ,x,v,, 3 1. Kl
Numerous prattlces were found to substantiate these
®« o
bellefs.‘ It would appear that while Mrs.-J; promoted~

individuallsm-and self re11ance,.she also was:. encouraging

< ronp work and the social aspects of written communication.

ThlS could possibly have set up a c0nflict in- her students'ff

perceptlons of her expeetat}ons. Analysis of pract1Ces' N

"suggest that Mrs. J.! s belLefs in soc1etal acceptance, and

Y

. coplng 1n a soclal settlng was of 8. h;gher order than her

.bel1efs Ln 1nd1v1dual 1ndependence as w1tnessed by the

‘u..‘ . . 4.

hlgher percentage of practlces noted in that area.

In as far as 51xteen of Mrs J. s bellef statements
»were supported by spec1fic practlces and the f1nal bellef

statement was supported generally by classroom practlces. '\

~ ey

1t can’ be conC1uded that Mrs J ’s. practlces and bellefs

RN

ate,cgngruent, L T o v ']4 SRR R
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o 4-

5.
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14,

H . .?9,.‘
- writing chosen for fr& time act:.v:.ty :

0.,

SR

originality and creativity -

: ' : [T T

Subnrdimu Gomttucta
(Vulun)
chzld noing 8 purpou fat urlting

child s«ing a nnd for writing

wldcnco of b‘)ought, a-ganization or

’

fluatu:‘y

‘go}lpncti other poople's‘.'w'tlt:ing' o

personal styls

—

put themselves lnto stories
(feelings). :

. ‘."i'\:_\-'

3

, evide‘nce"'of ’éntmsiasn aboyt"wri_ti_rg. -

’working a‘nr above their level

‘honest effnrt (doing their best).«‘&b "

writing for ﬁ\eir oun purposes
evidence that writing 15 dseful

daveloment of skills and nechamcs '

play uith, manipulate ideas >_ e

“ i - R . o
e R A

TR
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FRS. J.

Supm:urdimtﬂ Constructs
(Beliefs) e

1. Everyone is part of the world, not:

uolated. and coping is part ot‘

autytving i tha world. -

Jzﬂ

Y

Everyday 1ife is” nrgi'rﬁ'zed and has

somg secpance.

13,

People d'oould beLieve that everyona

. ‘has worth and importance, and- .
thatefore smthing tu communicute.

Ja.

<

3.

3

4

_Posltive athitudes will affect the

lives and people around us in a
poaitive vy’ .

S

- 35, we understand we are not alone in our "

feelings. ‘

1

People are indiv:.duals and the
individual ‘is. specxal. e can learn

o different ways from dxff'erent

people .

,'Une of the goals’ of life is to become

: »the best person you can'be. .

\Self motwatlon isa key

o uell-—bemg

Jg writmg is'a useful ,,kxll and through

this, wrltmg becomes ar part of

‘people.. )

310
e &.cpss.tty at t.Lmes to funct,lon m ourv-
: scci.ety.. - : o :

“

Effectxve commmwation isa o o

Pemptional =



- 15; .leapr\(ing;;ﬂwrouglw.'

LN

- (Values)

11'

ff|29

13,

19,

21,

24,

Subn:dlnnta Constructa ‘

:w . "r .

s

,désctiptions. ‘comparisons

good ,Qmaﬁq}any :a'nd sentence st;uctﬁfe .

3ting

sat.fi;factim ‘

v

TABLE 9

B wms, 3 o

1

RS R

Suporordlnm Construqts
(Bolh fs)

L J‘H. Healhhy feulingu and hulthy mi.nds

Cel

" 314, You must learn to be indapendant

e Ldence of use of other resources

(dictionary, people, 'reference - books)

Vo
»

appreciate dxfferent kmﬁs of untxng
’ and recpirements for them :

t
S
2%

, sensitivity to the world :a:'o'md*tﬁenl_ .

‘taking risks -. experimenting

. make for a haalthy pataon. '

J12.‘Duf’iang;ihge is vemutiful., LT

: 313/. Effective. commms,cation i helpful 1n

: attafhimi your gqals.

because you never know when you' will

have to da it m your own.,

"
-

- I15, 1’t is important to expose children to. .

different forms of writing in order. to
~ develop an avareness, an' appteclation.
and an interest m different writ.ten
forms. K

316, Well informed. individuals are bettst

decision ‘makers; better decisxon
makets could” unprcvd our wcrld

’ J17. You learn by expenmenting and taking

risks. - .



Teacher Proflle #4 Mrs;5M§_.fuf q;ﬁang“aT
Classroom Descr1m:10n and Observations IR e

" '

Mrs. M 'S grade one class was 51tuated 1n a8 1arge

rectangular area that was shared w1th another grade one.
B 6 .

v

.ClaSS' a common learnlng center area separated the two
. ' ' i N K -
teachlng spaces._ Desks, clustered in . twos,'wefe t}ranged

r,_1n rOWS fac1ng the blackboard Pocket charts and llsts ome
: words from prev1ous 1anguage work were evxdent on the.

~7w;3lls.\ Sbﬁdent ertlng was dlsplayed at the hallway

;entrance to the classroom. |

Students were a, heterogeneous group from a: middle to—f
lower m1ddle class %ackground as reported by Mrﬁ.;M;f‘ﬁh
‘Students were well behaved and appeared confldent 1n the

L

: outlnes followed 1n dally actlv1t1es. They took part ‘hV

5$d1scussaons w1thout much promptlng from Mrs.,- Durlng the
BT L T

T

- . ;..

students chatted.quletly wlth”nelghb-dr:h

‘;fwrltlng time,

S

prov1ded Mrs,'M w th?the opportunlty

“:“’.;She
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Typlcally the klnds of wrltmng students dld were patterns

and frames which centered around thls theme. "Mrs".’ M -

f’ffi related that students also wrote in Journals dally,'to'

whlch she responded 1n wr1t1ng, and created stories on;- “

thelr own toplcs.. Mrs. b 1nd1cated that she was: satlsflod\

w1th the wr1tten work she a551gned as she felt her students,

o . . . . --riuj\”

were confldent d01ng 1t and were proud of thelr work Mr

M explalned that she would llke to 1nclude more

1nd1v1duallzed story wr1t1ng in her program but latk of

Lack‘of tlme Was~c1te(las a ma1n pﬁ*f“

Mrs.tM saw the ma1n purpose for wr1t1ng 1n hcr R ;;

Vlf:classroom as. one of allow1n8 ChlldFe“ to express',j”, -7“‘-
fel,es 1n a mode other than oral" She asserted that
Lo : -(",

’ . -
[

.'fand therefore almed to extend thelr story wrlting to three ;,*

[

She also almed towards hav1ng students
“‘Atii senteice Mrs. M fe t wrltlng
"bfed her students to, express themselves nd therefore,

1'and'findgout

M descrlbed th} phy51cal arrangoments she made 5,

Student desks

I
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'{3share with others and help one another durlng wr1t1ng t1me;_g:,
";F,'Materials were made accessible at a. wmting centre Mrs. Mo

-l
i

1schedu1ed wrltlng 1n the mornlng, usually before 10 30 a. mk'

'gShe estlmated that apprqxlmately 150 mlnutes per week were ‘nu"}

'ghspentih wrltlngbut thatshe would 11keto double that

f‘tlme 1f she could Do -~ ,
Mts M s response to- the questlonnalre 1nd1cated that

prior ta<wr1t1ng, she made. @ure her students knew what was

:ﬂ»expected of them._'She-stated-‘"I usuélly have some, -.?::;

-

”festudents tell me what 1s expected ;what they plan to work

'-bp Whlle students were wr1t1ng, Mrs.‘M acknowledged thatfi
';she would wr1te herself for part of the t1me, and then go

Varound helplng ch11dren. If students were exper1enc1ng.

"

’some dlfflculty durlng wrltlng, Mrs. M explalned that she kgdk

’“wouégﬂtalkto them about wrltlggand try"to getthem to
g Cen
-come to some conc1u51on (about) where they could go Mrs(th'

QM relatpd that she dealt w1th the development of wr1t1ng'fgf

h‘:skllls in tWO ways Malnly shé worked w1th 1nd1v1dual

‘. A g AR

’.students on. spectflc sk111 areas, but she also engaged 1n

\Qspme group‘?k}i@ lessons._ When:a chlld was noted to be
m’ z& ﬁ - . . B -

*weak An some area, sheadealt w1th 1t 1nd1v1dua11y and made:f:f“

a notatioa of such 1n the ch11d s’ flle.-i

‘L e T Wl T

Mrs. M explalned that usuallx students shared thelrnaw

) ,—'? _, ‘. ).__‘ ____..-.

“iﬁcompleted wr1t1ng thh a fﬁli

d or‘1n small groups

B ed 1n the class area or
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into a class book Qccasionally,;Writihg_gas»s;mPLy P

discarded "-'d'fxdji.f“;f“fﬂf‘ &i?;}eez;cﬁu'

- - C oL . . (NN

. . . . FEREN . . ’
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Instructlonal Practlces as Pcrcelved by Mrs.,Mrfl'ﬁf S
BN RN Ui n K T NN B o
R .f,_“’,: . R : , . :
’: o u‘?‘: > L 4 ,’_’ : o s ) Lo o .
E A ) B l ".~< N : ) e
.Two Y&e@t&ped lessons were used to have Mrs. Moo e
1dent1fy and comment on 1nstruct1ona1 practlces shef.u;,'"ﬂ

employed 1n teach1ng wrltlng. The 1essons were v1deotaped

.a week apart due to schedullng dlfflcultles. Both 1essons :
. dealt w;th encouraglng wr1t1ng through the use ohdsentence7'7
patterns and 1asted approxlmately 4‘5 m‘lnute‘s‘.‘ Tm 10 ,
f“h‘f presents the practlces as. 1dentrfred.by Mrs.‘M. :.f Za.fﬁvg'_“

Mrs. M 1dent1f1ed a number of pre—wr1t1ng activxtles

'~ﬁ,wh1ch 1nc1uded oral practlce w&th the frame sentence ‘/;f“

ey - . B

s modelklng and motlvatmonal strategles. Mrs. M's 1ntent'Uzgifﬂ
S TR . 0y . e
" to” rev1ew the pattern S0 students would know what was

]
. \

expected and %p encourage them to extend thelr wr1t1ng

h N

Mrs. M most often c1ted ed1t1ng and correctlng practlces

';whlch sheengagedl1mdd?1ngthe wrltlng t1mef'Mrs hialso

ﬁ-acknowledged her practlces of self correctlon self—'
evaluatlon and 1nst1111ng prlde in. ownershlp u'li:ﬂc--sif,'
! g;iInStructionallPracticesgasfPerceived;glgthe‘Researehdr-"*“~” y
T PRI _Q-,fkdnu ey

[ P f"\"

The researcher vlewed the two v1deotaped lessons 1@




I~Written), oral practice wlth students, encouragement and

Mrs. M in teaching writing. This view1ng took place prionnlf
to teacher viewing in an effort to maintain impattiality
Table 11 presents a 11§t of researcher 1dentified practlces

for Mrs. M;uﬂd

} 'AIdentlflable practlces 1nc1uded modellng (Qrally and

N

praise, and 1nd1V1dua1 1nteract10n w1th students w1th an
, T ] o W

N

emphasis on ed1t1ng and correctlng act1ons ,Attentlon'tov

'
N . .

spelllng and encouragement to extend wr1t1ng were noted as
4 e

u,

the md@t frequent practlce undertaken by Mrs. M durlng

LU R ~

1nd1v1dua1”ur1t1ng time. In general the researcher

recorded %mse spec1f1c 1nstances of these practlces than

e

Mrs.blwho 1dent1f1edlmr-pract1ces in.-a more global wéy

]‘ Ty
“Values and Beliefs '~ ' . . o T

-format. ertlng (and drawlng) for the purpose of

The Repertory Gr1d and Ladderlng Procedure xllumlnatedﬁb
-Mrsa;M s values and be11efs abOut wr1t1ng ‘ Table 12

presents these as verballzed by Mrs 5M After v1ew1ng

fsamples of her students wrltlng, she 8enerated twere ?Q'*V

P
,,.

subordinate constructs. =These focused on the valulng of

extended 1nnovat1ve wrltlng 1n a correct, structured

‘rw

.

communlcation was emphaslzed d{ffﬁ»f _ qlh‘ ,;;g_L‘;e};ah

A . . - o

v

The subordlnate constructs were reduced to n1ne

i B " R

'''''

L fsup_rordlnate constructs or bellef statements.. To ‘a, 1arge




"

L

commun1cat1ng with others (MZ M3

t

jaspect nece551tates correctness (M7 M9) The ot.er'beiief

s statements generally fell into th category of 'society's -

>

expectatlon that one str1ve to do one 's best 1n order to
7change the~status.quo (Ml,M6).

L3

NRelationship‘Between'heiiefs and Practices -

‘ : . .
A comparlson of Mrs. M! 'S bellefs and practlces was

"mede. Four superordlnate constructs dealt w1th the
v communlcatlve nature of wr1t1ng [M2 ertlng 1s an“

';ternate method of, communlcatlon' M3 ertlng 1s ‘a two—

’éway venture° M5 = Interestlng wr1t1ng w111 attract more

A S

beaders, M8 A person should get the maxlmum outof what

:they read (what 1s wrltten)] ‘ These bellefs were apparent
”fln many of Mrs. M s practlces One of Mrs M s alms for
7hlher wr1t1ng program was to have ch11dren extend the1r

«',wr1t1ng Although the chlldren used sentence frames or
'f patterns exten51vely, Mrs.yM tr1ed to. get through to them"
'°3the fact that 1t was thelr own, that they were able to use

'~tthe b351c structure puttlng 1n the1r own 1deas and own

1

“ffnames Mrs.vM s reactlons to wr uten work often took the

':hrﬂrform of quest‘ons»that 1anted the students Uaadd to thelr

Hﬁwr1t1ng ["Where are they sw1mm1ng’"] She related "I try

'«f;to push them:but I try to get them to st1ll Chlﬂk 1t s

Sy



[

u BV . . : o B . ’ , '
. - , o TN

N : .

'thefr.ideas?' With some students who she knew were" ‘not.

e

'read an 1ndiv1dua1 S work ‘she commented u31n§ the,

putting out,. Mrs. M would say "I would like to sée another o

sentence 'or "Add something else to it " Mrs. M
‘ ) IR . N

illustrated 1n her practlces that wrltang was a two way .

‘venture.; Writing was shared with the group a frlend on?‘

"postedlfor.others.toaread- When Mrs. M 1lstened‘to, ar

o B
pl

ﬁauthor s words or qUestaoned when somethlng was not clear..

She demonstrated and emphaSJZed corg:t spac1£g of words t»_o',v,:“

'\'
. a

enhance readablllty Chlldren demo 'rated thelr g-'”‘

understandlng of th1s concept by sharlng and seeklng

,relnforcement from Mrs. M as they worked on thelr wrltlng

]
R o - Yy

During the lessonsths M demonstrated that wrlting was an

*,alternate means of communlcatxng. Communlcation began

..

V\worally then Mrs. M encouraged chlldren to wr1te thelr 1deas

¢ -
7.

‘down 50, she could read them whenever [she] wanted"

W1th1n the sentence frame, Mrs..M 1nv1ted or1g1na1

‘h-1deas and exten31ons. 'In one lnstance she explalned "Ih

s

r“h_was trylng to exte.d oo trylng to get them to flnd other\

a.words they could ‘se to make it more descrlptlve ahd

vfp0551bly more - 1nterest1ng A Illustratlons were also made

htalWays prov1ded forg

mstudents reflect thelr concern of maklng thelr

~an’ 1mportant part af the wrltlng experlence' space was

plcture. Several 1nteract10ns wlth.”

X 'f111ustrat10ns match the content of thelr wr1t1ng

Two superoﬁdlnate constructs concerned the correctness,~

i

T



e

‘7~spelling, prlntlng, proper_sentence form and 1L1ustrat10nsf

v point‘out thingS«that are missing. I'will say..“LOOk-at

‘“.that'ZOV 'Read that aga1n T :think you w111 flnd thut

and sense making waspect of writing and 1ife in general
[M7 = We need to know how to do thlngs, correct versus non—f

correct.. There|1s a way that is acceptable' M9 = People '

A - ,,ﬂr 4

try to make sense out of everythlng ] NUmcmous instances
can be found w1th1n Mrs. M s pract1ces whlch reflect these'

' at
”

bellefs._ Mrs. M employed patterns and frames ;n her
‘ ~ .‘ 3

'11;\writ1ng program to 111ustrate the COrrect structure of our

language.. W1th1n eaoh lesson the pattern was rend

‘

. completed and re read many t1mes to 1nst111 tho form in. thie

v By o i‘

mlnds of the tudents. Mrs. M also modelled correct

.

“yﬁo.show the 'acceptableﬂ-way.' Durlng 1ndependont wrntlng

¢ ~

'time,'the mqaor;;y of 1nteract10ns W1th studonts focusod ‘on

correctmoﬂé‘v Mrsr M»related, "As T'go around (:$ [ try‘to“
- ‘ R . - . . -

N
you ve left somethlng out =or'Are you sure?' and I try to

do alot ofcorrect;ngandJhdiv1dualteach1ng ulthatway

rather than group 1nstruct10n I also do a lot of work

w1th spell1ng 1n that area iSpellxng correctlons thcn

\ . - ‘\,t

B took the form of sound1ng words slowly sQ chlldren could Do

order and make sense of the lett . Mr M acknowledged
. ‘ o- o

that she monltored student wr1t1ng ‘and chetkcd to ste_'that‘
Lt»made,sense.-_In,one lnstance ’Mrs. M. explalned that shef

couldn t make sense of a sentence and ‘asked - the student to

re- read and re- th1nk what he wanted to say

/
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[
r"

Mrs. M valued students taking risks in their writing
as she belieVed life 1s an ongoing,'changing process‘and,in ‘

,order to have changes. we must take risks [Ml] Mrs. M.

I

organized her approach to encourage her students to take
risks within a controlled sett1ng :For those who were
:Lcaut1ous risk takers, Mrs. M prov1ded llsts of bralnstormed S

words ;and phrases whlch were read and rev1ewed many tlmes

v

'"for some of those ch11dren who“hadn t thgged in on-
'Canythlng they wanted to use to complete the frame.' Mrs;'
M s generally supportlve manner,nand frequent use > of praise*

.also can be v1ewed as- practxces wh1ch 1nv1te students to-

‘take risks. ' o e i:-t : ";

Mrs:.M,also;vaIUed quantlty?of writing as'sheubelieved
it wasnecessary toextendourselves 1norderto g1ve

vsoc1ety the most that we could [M6] ThlS be11ef statementh

1s closely related to, two other subordlnate constructs

/

wh1ch were prev1ously,d1scussed and,yerlfledlln Mrs. M s

y

' practiees;‘ Additional support~cén he'found:in Mrs. M's aim

for students to evaluate the1r an efforts, to, "nake them

. .
-

‘factountable for it.' ‘ Mrs. M pransed a- student "for taklng
fthe,initiatlve by saylng, "Oh you have a long sentence.w'

,Good for- you," but when questloned later by “the student as

-

R 1ts acceptablllty, Mrs: M responded "What . do" yo th1nk

v

Qof 1t’" She relatedf "I try tohget them hot to rely on my,

) evaluatlon ‘but on how they see 1t are they_happy with'it

O belng what they wahted to produce i

SN L e



ﬁ(f The final belief statement expressed by Mrs. M dealt

4 " oo 0

v

with the teacher s need to know and understand a child in -

order to do the\most for h1m. Bralnstormlng qessionsﬂ
helped Mrsr*M get a. feel for chlldren s beckgrounds. As
" uwell daily journal wr1t1ng, to whlch she replled dally;
d& gave studénts an alternatlve means*of communlcating with‘
L : SRS o e .

the teacherhi-f Toomoo T

o

\

‘;,Two beliefs ekpreSSed’bprrsi M ser up a'pOSSibic“
,confllct w1th1n€her classroom,» On the one hand ~Mrs.,M.
‘belleved that nisks had to be- taken in order for changes,in

‘11fe to occur [Ml] and many practlres were noted that

supported her bellef ‘in thlS area.f She encouraged students
N N o

‘ toextemdthelrwr1t1ng,lm gobeyondthcpattcnxorframe

K v

and to be~creat1ve ’ At the: same tlme, Mrs. M S- bellet 1n‘v

-

»know1ng the correct versus non- correct way of, d01ng thlngs

-[M7] pervaded her teachlng practlces Indeed the”mo t\?

frequently noted practlces were those 1nvolv1nb correctlon

or evaluatlon. In one 1nstance, Mrs‘ M. shOWed the class a

’

.;‘fINIShed example of a shape bobk that the chlldren uere ‘to

’work on that mornlng (11e the corrdct way) When‘one'(
O :
child chose to complete his book 1n a dlfferent way (le

)

teklng a rlsk) Mrs./M asked h1m to evaluate the produét

“but then made the dec151on herself that 1t should be done

. ’ i
\

as the others had been'i*‘”‘ e L o - -

K}
/

'Do you 11ke it?  Are. you 301ng to cut it aut or\
1eave it like tfiat? Why don't you cut it, out :
we can put it up for everyone tb read - .wjfm

o



',This could suggest that Mrs: M s belief in correctnese[ was :
of * a’ higher order thar; her belief in taking risks/ S

In conclusion.' the preceding analysis has shown that
; several practices were found to support all nine of Mrs |
OM 's belief statements. Thls would i‘ndica’te\a _po‘srtiye',

: . . e, .
congruence between Mrs .M.'s beliefs and practices. ‘

. .
. ) . T e s
[ L b \\\
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A TABLE 120

Subordinate Conatructsv 7?'“' Superordinate Condtructs.j'fﬁ

(Values) R S (Beliefs) -
A students taking a . Ml = Life is an ongoing .
\risk . . L i r'”changing process and. -
N e e ~+ . . in order "to have |
e ‘”J,““,. el L " . changes we must - take '
Trewe T e T - orisksioc C
. RV , . o IR R A
o2 extendlng an 1dea or M2 = ertlng igian -
: “pattern ' - - alternate:method’ of
11, u51ng thelr own 1deas S ,communlcatlon
"% 3/ answers written in. = - M3 = ertlng is a two way
. complete.sentences « -, . _venture. '
"8. readabilitly '~ spacing = .’ ’ S
- of words SRR S
"4‘7031ng wrltlng as-an Mé' If teachers want tomi'*
. alternate means of: " ’do the most, give.
communicating ‘Mlth "'*'.'the maximum . to  the.
the teacher e e 3"ch11dren, they<must“"
: .. . know and understand
AP ,v T thes Chlld SR

Y

5. extended sentences - M5 Interestlng wr1t1ng
‘' use of connectlves:; e o will attract more.
R LR readers

.6.'quantityf0f writing o M6 = In order téa give®
B N . - " 'society"the most

p :jy D - R - that we'can, we must:

v cow .+ constantly-extend -

‘ N - 7. ourselves and change .
e to, $uit ‘the
smtuatlon we are 1n'

S ot . ‘%‘ :

{?}fframlng work "‘r "'_ T~M7 be need to know how'
‘i]_n(structure) T . _;‘ S @o do th1ngs,; L
12, capitals’ and - 7 ﬁ@correct versus, non=
o punctuation o oo Qea“ux'correct There is a

6'{ ‘wa'y that is
" acceptable..



'

Subordinate Cohstructs R Superordinafe Constructs 162 -
(Values) : -7 ' (Beliefs) . 0

.}‘ [ . ‘ .“ ) " x ' ,. .‘, . “. .‘ . B .“\ ¥
T ‘_“Hf. L S :
L 9. illustrations . T M8 = A person should get "
LET T L o ’;'\f}._the maximum out of:
oo . . -what they read (what
S ‘ _ o v .7 is written), '

"-‘10."ab111ty to u‘)se T M9 = People try to- make .
' '81ngular and pleral o . sense out of ' L
’ X S l'everythlng



" Teacher Profile Numbef Fiver Mr. G. W'

. . . . .
AN ! R C e, .o ’
' - L oL "y ) N
. . 1 . v A
-~

.

Cldssroom. Description and Observation. * - B -
' L . t o - ‘ ‘ \ ‘

. e L.

“‘Mr. ‘G.'s grade:six~class‘was:situated in a self;v

B ¢ : x i

/r.

icohtained classroom. Desks were arranged 1n rows facmng

Ir

thefront wh11e afew tables atthe rear prov1ded space for

.group_work. The cloakroOm area was partitloned off and had

\

been converted 1nto a qulet area [ Care Room"] w1th

'

cushlons on the floor., A carrel area was prov1ded at the

5 N i
[T

‘31de of the room 1n front of the teacher s desk : One‘rear

.

'vcorner was‘set up as a.wr1t1ng centre' wrltlng materlals,

-wrltlng folders, publ1sh1ng 1nformat10n and a cOnference'

table vere' housed there.- Student wrltlng was dlsplayed on

a'rear bulletin boand{’

B

’Mr; G. 1dent1f1ed hls students as- a heterogeneous

group from a varled 50c1o economlc nelghbourhood StudentS‘\

| B ,, :.\ \,- - - N S

-appeared stlmulated by the wr1t1ng experlences and werefe'

~ r

»familiar with thewroutineS/employed:. They worked well

. Overview of the Writing Program

\ - g .

durlng the writ1ng perlod and moved around and conversed

'
\

freely Wr1t1ng was often an act1V1ty chosen in free t1meg"

, .
' .

- - N . .

. N

PRI

S . . . ¢
4 N . 4 . 1

N

‘ . - s Ve . .

~ \ < B . o

The questlonnalre enabled Mr.lca:to.explain his

[ . N
[

overall wr1t1ng program.J He/indiCated“thatfhebused’avw

! : N E ' / . ’ !



’ ¢ N ‘ o ) '. ‘ 164‘
‘conference approach to writing which "gives the'ﬁriter“as
nuch ownership of her writing as possible,_ The writing

program, exclusmve of writldg 1ncorporated directly lnto'

.

'other subJect areas, constituted one hundred and fifty
i'(ISO) m1nutes per week d1v1ded into three t1me blocks. AR

Wr1t1ng was scheduled after a recess break

v

i

Mr, G saw the maln purpose for writing in hlS

-classrdom as one of prov1d1ng ch11dren wlth an opportun1ty

'to,do mean1ngful wrltlng . It also enabled h1m to work an .

a ! one to -one level" w1th the children and the1r wrlting

‘He a1med towards hav1ng students attempt dlfferent types of
wr1t1ng 1nclud1ng research He stated that he wanted

L‘students to be’able to 1dent1fy the1r errors and correct

\

.;‘

vthemu‘ Typlcally the -types of wrltten work Mrr G.'s

PR : C ' S
Students d1d 1nc1uded research papers, personal lettershﬁ

,»',

‘poemsr Jokes, narratlves, exp051t10ns,'descrlpt1ons and
ﬂlimericks.v He stated he was satxsf;ed w1th the k1nd of
wr1tten work done because "the chlldrcn have control or

. ownershlp of thelr wr1t1ng.\lJMn\vC: ver1f1ed that n1nety
( N - .

percent of the. tlme students choose their own,toplcs,'ini

. the remaLnlng tlme. he set the top1cs Mr. G.. feltvthat

[
/

“Dthe wr1t1ng program enabled h1m to- work closely w1th
‘:‘students to help them helpﬁ&hemsclves as well as giv1ng
‘-*hlm an oppoltunlty to get to know the students better./ o

Mr;‘G felt wr1t1ng enpbled hlS students to explore

!toplcs of 1nterest correct the1r own errors share t\\lr

I



o fused in the grade . levels before mine. .

g':wbru'iné helpfothers with‘writdnéfproglems 9H3¥e&até*.‘“dt\

3
e

~would ‘make a better program if this writing program was

-
_\\ - ’

Mp;.GJS responses to the questionnaire indﬁcated that

- .L‘. oS v b a L [N '
“he ﬁelt writing'shoUld take place after students have‘hada

"'ﬂbréek Sometimes writlng was preceded by a lesson on a ‘ﬁ

| particular sk111 needed by the class 1n general or- .

. !

'occasionally. students were given a model to’ follow The |
,,writing period typically began with a 5 - 10 mlnute period
“1of sustained s11ent writlng ‘Mrg . hlmself wrote dur1ng

Cthis tide. Then Mr..X.G.‘ ci-rcu-la'tedv- and had unscheduled

w ' .‘

conferences w1th students,; If students were exper1enc1ngj ‘

——— e ——

\some d1fflculty durlng the wrltlng, Mr.'G; related that he;d

‘usually’ 1eft them for a few mxnutes to thlnk and then got

* 1 - 4

"them talklng,' They usually bave the answers. Each

wr1t1ng perlod 1nc1uded scheduled conferences as well .when ‘

) ;aSS1gned groups of students met at the rear conference

tablev Each student shared hls/her wr1t1ng W1th Mr C.;.ly

ol .
o —

‘)then the wr1t1ng, or problems were d1scussed The group

Q?was able to contrlbute to the discuss1on

«)' . d T ° P
Mr -G acknowledged that he kept records of the.-'

"'problems each chlld had Students were asked to record
'I?"thelr problems 1n the back of thelr wr1t1ng folder as well.

v.-;During the conference sesslons, Mr' G helped studehts wlth .

"\«”/,

Athe1r partlcular sk111 weaknesses on a one»to one ba31s.

*H;He reported that he helped the student reallze what the :

P
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. - : A R TS A P U S
d‘errcr was and how to correct it.':'~ .vvj f~).‘ "»f ‘
L 3 ;
' Mr. G; related that not allﬁwtiting ueachcd a ”final
fcopy' stage. Rough copies of writing wera ke’t by stud

in their writing folders 50 that thcy miaht recurn télthém ;
if they wished Usually a written piece J%s seen by Mr.’G,#f?Q;

"several timeS as it was belng revised F1na1 copies we(e

e . | I

; “elther kept in the folders“ or . dlsplayéd 1f‘5 student

‘“‘lehed to share i; Occasionally, Mr. G. asked students th
auﬁmit a few pieces which they conSideréﬂ tﬂeir bGS; fOr
“"M’ W # )
: ob

SN evaluétlon, Writ1ng was directed to frlends, other

»

* N . AT i ;‘ A
1j¢/ classes, parents,,the prlnc1pa1,_businésses and the'*jf'
T

. 3 . celo I ;

Two v&deotaped lessons prov1ded the stimulus'for Mr
?‘S,G to 1dent1fy and comment on partlcular 1nstruct10nul RIS

L T " ) ) Q" .
u{”\practices he employed in hls teathlng The two leSSOﬂS’Jﬁ_J'
 y‘ were@taped durlng the same school week Due to the

.

‘Q‘comprehenslve nature of Mr. C s writlng program

practlces.; Mr.MCJ

these at varlous p01nts 1n thé v1ew1ng se5510n

__va-l

Mrg Gu identnfled a number Ui brocedural pract1ces.i

. 5 . . e, e

These Jncluded ghe schedule of events in the wrltxng bloc




. .‘1 .
for helplng oneself ¢) . '\ AR
S 3 \ . : R -“dgﬁ”
practlces that were 1dent1f1ed.revolved around the

o.,

[E0 s

conferencing °f 1“d1V14“315-; Mr- ﬁ.'cited Jnstancesﬁ'

N
k] » } '

readlng p1ecesw re teillng ;heheonxentg tp tha.a,tho

b

; v - 5
~ questlonlng,Lhe wrlter regardlgg fw

i ‘re plans. Hed:;i

3

Ey 'r\*

the part of. the student; »ﬂe‘p01nted o& severql

K “
»\, ;'-.‘f b ¥ ~

e occurrencey of role—modelling' .lefg haCk"éwJedgad Ehaﬁjii
. ‘3

& A L

B ,

~

e P 4

‘ e ¥

: F
;students, hls pnactlcefwas tom

L - »ﬂv

let tbe sbudent carry the tonveTsatlon and méke ?he . we

L . AR RN n c R AL '--,\AAIA;\ Lk . : .
v o Ty '_~v-.. . ‘\. N - v Cew s M AN ES

- Two v1deotaped kessons were vaewed 1n\onder to
o P ' ‘ S

'L§Sterta1n 1nstruc;10nal practices Mr._Ck employed in, hls f‘fi;

l wrlting prograﬁ Tabie 14 preSents a tlsb of researcher— '7hh

’ -

o ’P: - o o : . : .
Lol 1dent1faed practlpes for Mr‘/ﬁ¢f¢'>1;f L~ﬁ ‘f(¢-3 “;,~*,;
“QQ~? Insgeneral the resea?%her 1dent;f1ed more prattlges
"; spec1f1c~to the videotaped lessoas whereas the teachér had
S < i‘y-‘ s wA “ TS r‘/\ . ,\ * ® : )
Quuallzéd the v1deotapes as a’ stlmulus to dlscuss hls e
general strategles forvteach‘ g ';'f% ng. anﬁ Pls'g;“‘

- ) . ~

phllosophles be?lnd thdm The 1dentxf1ab1e stT?megles d1d

E7

'no% necesérrlly'c01nc1de sequentlglly through the lesSons.'




."\

Bk @# a#led V1ew OﬁaMr” G s values and bellais about wrltlwg |

’"y‘w.;‘ f' * 7 ,

“', . ‘f A‘ E "‘ .lu(-), o
. centered around two human=<
H "'A \\ -b
o 1dent1ty and the carlng/des
‘a'. ’j .\"!" . / -



A;comparlson of Mr G s beliefs and pract;ces:

1nformatlon and lrstened carefully, asklng questlo s

M'r?;

y AL

‘-b,hfereﬁ%xng
w=:0ccurred througHOUt the wr1t1ng t1me and;followéﬁ the same o

Joebel

process as® the teacher conference %7:§' 1ed thlk he

*




g01ng to go erm here and watch 'o Lhat T don L

N

- Z\HT
qunch~ofsuggest10ns where Ithlnk 1tshou1d go from.j‘

then thelr wrltlng 1s much more mea%}ngful to them‘”

\:‘. L. s

‘_”nénd 1t Just works much bexter;": Mr.pG conf1rmcd thaL hlq

" . * i

‘;to what he 1s‘wr1t1n§ He acknowledged tpat:~_f

'Ldlrectlon

vf,fjstudents-“plan 1n dlfferent ways;“some plan asnyou 'Wg-j'}

ﬁ'hfand others have the ahlllty to tell you the’%hole th1 g

L N
vsometlmes the plannlng 1s 1n31de and at tlmes_”thc“”
“’fplannlng 15 oo’ paPer _"7'Wali-ﬁ.=‘?"7'“”4V-lf”n”""?“ﬁf“3‘

v . .o S

. N . - ,-.?‘."
Flve subordlnate constructs and thelr two related

|.\‘, . .
Y ;‘v

be11ef state n}s deait wlth the not1on of str1v1ng ro

& aale
” . e >

7;‘ 1mprove oneself and one ‘s wrltlng and produc1ng a quallty.f:-
'ﬁfﬁproduct [G2 ?”If you care about the wrltlngﬁfitis;

. Y Ly -SH[1~ SRR T,

' worthwhlle d01ng 1t well*‘GA The de81re to f??}fﬁfidaflyf“’;”ﬁ

"o

'ff1mpr0ve oneself is; an 1nherent human quallty andrnakeé*forij,

- ft T e - Lo



: “:,-'H‘e;/ftra.ed to dispel the notlon that "good \z:opy 51mp1y meant

A s
i that the plec‘e was wrltt’en neatly 'H,'e stated "What I am

z“"‘:(tryins to make them re‘ize is” that JUSt as - 1'“P°rt?“t

-'u;,,,.is‘that they have fevised 1t: content wxse.-’_er.A G‘._ f@lt

C e

his students rev1sed thelr work because they \Janted to m“ake

sha'red 1t w1t‘

dvr eﬂaluatlon PUYPOSGS-,_V"H"E' ' 10‘1 & fxeedom of,.‘;“"‘

‘ ~cho1ce for mh1ch pleees‘ffould be revlsed and at what speed

’He related 1nc1der1tsd’her’e'.*studen had gone thr‘ough up to '., K

-

o h
§i'x revlslohs w1th a plece by' work1gg on 1'9 1eav1ng 1& fo&"»&
‘a tlme and p1ck‘1ng up on it a.galn later‘ He— modelled ’ "

’-‘Atechnlques for maklng rev131ons tby fev151ng his own w§1t1ng

» . J ) ':?
-;»,‘_-: ‘_1n front of the class, u51ng an overhead pro_]ectlomof@h"
"'story and saylng, "I“don t know 1f thls is the rlght word }

P FEEEEEN . - .

monstra\ted that double spac1ng made rev1snons

o v ’ ' .

,~"ea31 P, Mr.»G. felt that by asklng hlS students about hlS
own wmtln_g Problems, he became more of a partner w1th

wrl’ting Suggestlons and dlscu551ons about addlng,

?‘,deletlng and changlng &arts oythe story helped the

’

stud@ts reallze that everyone s wr1t1ng canghe improv_'

-;U;:Mr,, G mcluded 1f t‘ney can do 1t w1th my wr1t1n,g,\I
. , .\ . .
'.-_thlnk they feel more comfortable eae and 1t splns off w"ith
B . .” TR THIPE SRR S
Tael T

s,



> The wri t in g S {nMr g's cla ssre flected. th is” :

:«1nd1v1duals regar’dlng thel‘r personal wr1t1ng concerns or

‘ prd"b

i'up 1n this q tatlon.;:‘f"‘ ,’ -

‘.t“...\

' LI';‘ then 1f you don t 11ke 1t you scrunch 1t
‘all]up and you build ‘,1t up g "_d try to. . .
.1mprov‘qon it'or you: . J Cputs it a51de

. -'J"",' A -

"Ilow ed ~M Ty

- »Con f‘eren y .

"»' . 2

' 1ems By "Parrotlng ‘batck, the story permltted the ch11d

M
B

to ple up mlsconcept1o“ "th1ngs they thlnk they havc
- ,

IICOmmu.nlcated but they ha‘*en t’ cle.arly enough ) Thls géve"

S ,'e.

‘G" to glve attentlon to » ~'57°".’

.~ 'and medel" somethlng' Trdonht " o -l
S, thigk. .anyone ‘can say 2 _ 't a-lot: of L
cgwq ¢ apd'revision and € TR e 1t cgood ...
-~You myust - structure a,” sy sS4 ows ch11dren
N S Lo it

'”_“the student the opp;ortunltyﬁf"o recelve aud1ence fee‘dback IR

I

~~an\d7rev;se h:LS story 1f he so wlshed Conferences also- s

' "'.:-}allowed M¥. G to meet each student at hls own wr1t1ng

‘ l

"__.ab111ty levél and to work on skllls each 1nd1v1dua1 needed

L

”-AHe k‘ept a skg&ls checkllst for each studen a/@ each "

.vstudent kept a copy of the eheckl‘lst 1n hlS wr1t1ng

o
e )

',-".;folders.- As partlcular Skll‘ls were werked on, and :

*
RN

s .deﬁnstrated correctly An the1r wr1t1ng, Mr.,G".' would enter

1

-4_1t on the checkllst Student referred to these checkllsts )
'.as a gulde when rev181ng the1r wr1t1ng Mr G. stated "1

»,tq‘}nk thls is:a much more viable,‘ much moare personal,\muth

~

\‘9



@

writing that

expey#ence‘

il i Lo
f\#né in hls wrlting, he s worked

student) can use paragJ

l

on it, he s worked qn“c

Y

”rectlng that skill I see ev1den¢e

uKQng._ B R

;tfhe can do ity it”
| ‘~5u; Four sub‘EdlnatePconstructs clustered agcunﬂ the rdea
N "‘. .' ’ i u ' -

: .\o“f‘prlde 1n ownershlp and taklng c,‘
fi of the wrlting process 1nc1ud1ﬁg top i

~ el o

pace,'and the dec1saon to revlse.‘ These‘!%nqtructs lead to

ol of varlous aspects

a ‘. .

choice; productlon.-fm

L

.vg_ two related bellef $tatements [G3 Sed‘—1dent;txals an;t

essengaal of 11fe and comes througb mq’.lngful %\ftffff“.‘.
compunlchtlon& G5 = Yourﬂexperlences hgap you 1denthy '
yourself"then fbu can‘take thlngs on, . progress and enJOy

11£e] ) jf- S f-"'"ﬂ ytl;.a..fgtr’yjz

Mr.,G. 1ncorporate%:sevetél pradtléés 1n hlS wrltlng
‘program that support these bé;iefs._@ﬂop1c ch01ce.was.made.
BEETHAY - S

entliely by the student§\and Gtudents were observeg wvltlng
T 7on a w1de varlety of topics. When chooslpk top1cs, Mn. G..p 

- vt .
N

asked hlS students to wrlte soé% nolless tVan fdur top1c

ch01ces at a tlme.‘ He woﬁld then askn "Wthh one. would you a

L 4 ’ PR} ~“

llke to wrlte about rlgh now”" “Thls two«stage dec1s1on-'5

s




:

N"{Onvthe board and JUSC assuming everyon

A "r

.1‘

g

o

.conferenCe d1500551ons. When studehts experlenced somo

: .i

" fac111tatedl¥tﬁe lo%gt,aor’g@f metfrg,gls so » .

I"
1nterest, Mr.‘

-

. B LA L S

«.n) ’

to abandon topvw

15 301ngto be
f1red up about it. '“'7jf' g,i""_:;f,.f“

Qontrol of a wr:tlng p1ece was fostered durlngr

c
vq‘

¢ .; e
,prqblems, Mr G. would often offer suggestloﬁg or ask. |

7§de§£iahs ‘so studEnts MQuld see p0551b311ties, bUt-thow'w

.o o

flnal deC1sron ‘was 1e ft to the- student ("It s up to you‘ﬁi
what would you do7") Durlng on:\:BRference;:Mrr}G.~asked

a. student for more. 1nformat10n '1nd1cat1ng h1s 1ntcrest and
- ’ ,‘ & >

therm6551b1e concerns other readers of the story mlght

Bl
. i

knew 1f she does ihat (add to the story) it s golng to be;

.o . .

R Mr. G. had students take control of the1r

«

t 1n the ena of i you 've got to let her mak'e

‘em‘work en a stale top1c 1s as. bad as puttlng-a top1c Up‘”

"héve.  He related in the 1nterv1ew followlng the }esson 7If

> &0
tﬁe studewt cou'd contlnue.‘ He related,r"I don t 11ke them“fj

rupless they Just Can t get dh but by theig?Vﬂ

ion £ make them hold on‘g. sometlmes hav1ng.fi :

L€
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writing during revision as: well First. the”decisionitol,fgvﬁd;
: - S ‘
‘ ;*revise*a piece was left ro each student.‘ Checklists'of i

_skills aided students by guiding¢them towards possible o

Y L. L '\' | ' ot , . “‘_' L
areds for rev181on, SRR IS .T ~g;;__f~ S

}ﬁ . . . .é‘
. N N

--’s?_

i d

§:;;j“!' Embgddéd in his belief regarding meanlngful
gdj”tonmunlcation, Mr.JG; valued the sustained !’ow bf wr1t1ng
»;j;pd;pzpmote this, he began each’writing perlod wlth a fxve—ijV
i;thJAtenvminute.silent wr1t1ng time,, when everyone 1nclud1ngv ﬂp%
.‘;fhe teacher, just“wrote._ Mr G.»encouraged thewflow of “fgfi(

; A P
= h wrltlng Eb contlnue by letting student discuss 1deas wiﬂh ﬂﬂi

it

‘ peers or himself flrst before beglnnlng to compose.. Thls

-was often a technlque used by Mr.~ 1n»conferences when he.dmrf
2 . ‘ 3 - L

asked students what thelr plans were for a'story or what’“'

o . S . . v o
PN Y v B
o

',; would happen next At t1mes Mr. G. had to place some -

u*} ."'... . e ,' - T
b* restr;cthns upon students to ensure’ the flow of ;deas e
(VY N
’l'i‘ Y N N o

?\ would,pot be hlndered by other behav1ours In one 1nstanc€.

ax
-

Mt._éf made a suggestlon to a group of girﬁﬁ.to fac111tate -
pthelr group prOJect. He stated 'Whey re gettlng 1nto a.

~'speed problem and what that s‘g01ng to - do 1s hlnder thelr"w

-

fldea flow. ' Occ351onally,,Mr.‘G.‘would 1n1t1a112e the
. § ] 7 _‘ . "'\3

p01nt students were. at in the beg;nn1ng of the wrltxng

yvfperlod to encourage them to keep wrltlng ,'u‘ oo

.Mr. Gf 1nd1cated that he valued pr1de 1n ownershlp on- ;'f‘d
P8 '?, \'.4-.:\ - v
_the part of. the students in the1r Wr1t1ng ThlS he . \e
' = » .
nurtured by enCOuraglng students to 1llustrate thelr _V'

* B S

';'storles. A buLletln board was. des1gned to house student .

~
. b
=Y

o \ . ., LT : '. : ' v . . ) ‘,‘-.
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writing which thevStudents displayed voluntarilyh.

publiﬁﬂ&ﬁt center complete with materials and directions,-

.y

s."

for making and bindlng bonks wés available An the writing

L3
»
\ .~

\

corner.~ - i“;"; “f.r‘ o = .Y 7_xj T

'}

A
Fynally Mr.'Q, valued students showing an 1nte:%st in

?wrltlng This quality was based on th;\heltcf that Tf - fsz

‘ students handled many thlngs 1n 11fe in a simlld} mannor to

: what I hope they would handle writing,,they would do all v ¢
L rlght" [G6] ThlS belief was apparent in the total ”7;4;*“h}g
. ® ! : : S ;o
approach to wrlting 1n Mr. G s claSSroom.; erflhg was ”vmfnf
‘ Cn e

-.i‘made Vﬂfy personal as students wrote gbout thlngs they kncw
_,_or that 1nterested them ,;Students were allowed control‘.'\'.fgf"
B pot éﬁi "

: over the1r wr1t1ng from cholce of top}c to the declslon to a’

rev1se tothe optlon of sharlng thelr wd?k orkeep 1t to

themselves._ They were able to choOse the wrltlng that

would be evaluated Mr G demonstrated an 1nterest in: the

toplcs they talked about and the storles they wrote°\he

. - ow . .

dlsplayed an 1nt/ere%t in. wr1t1ng hlmself In all ‘ G.. o
~ 1. -

'3itr1ed to show that wr1t1ng wasz%vital way of \;

. ‘. . )
commun1cat!hg, wr1t1ng had a purpose.' He concludcd° . ' s
. , -
' ' 1 tthk a lot of tlmes we fall into the trap of
‘abellev1ng that if ‘we .have the. children writing -~ .-
'for our pugpose, they are writing for-a purpose e
T wou J'venture to guess'that ./ ..  them ~ ~ . .
_51tt1ng dQwn and writing out stuff that is = o )
extremely pefsonal and very 1mportant to them 1s_“ A
. .much more 1mportant than any, %551gnment that we o
~ gi've them ... ‘The purpose of this technique is to
‘try to get children to take charge ‘of their - .
writing and the more. that you can do that, thev - ) .t
-better. off they are, : . ,," - S
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A AR S t2 4

. IR PO, . Lo .
V*fk,;f The precading analysis has shown that all of Mr. G 'S

/ '*\, N
beliefs were supportgd by sgetific instructionaI practicest

In é%ncluéion it would appear that Mr. Grs practiges and
beliefs\are congruent. ) S S

. . "o .
Lo L .

‘o
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2" 14, ‘reviston S PO Wr!.t.ing would be meaningless 1f they

G S P . did't cere sbout dt. -, -
..‘9..org¢vlnliz;tim.‘ L ‘,’; | '*' - /} e

\2. nvidencn of planning. " G2 If you care sbout the uriting it's
o : '+ -worthwhils doing it well. .
7\q.1allty product O TS SO

g

S T

effort - o

11. nuchanics - q:alling. “mrituation. . e
-;patgraphs B , L o
¥ ' ‘ " - | o ) .. ' M ' . -. . C b - " wv
3 keeping the writing flowing (in first G Self-identity is an essential of 11Ye
draft) '_ . , :  and that comes through meaningful
e T S communication,

- 4. taking control of writing . » o S : /  S

5. variety -

'S "e_vid‘ence of improvane\xritb (correcting a ', G4, The desire to realistically improve’ .
a

‘ - skill) within.a student's ability - . oneself is an inrherent human quality
S - ‘and makes for a better ‘life. -

P
ﬁ‘ N
o -

" 8. pride 'In ounership - S 65 Your ,exbérienb_es help. you ’idgnti;fy -
T ~ yourself; then.you can take things
e . S on,. progress, and enjoy life. :

12. self interest in uriting o0 G If students'hqndleq many things. in.
. o~ } -- . . .77 7 life ina similar mamner tp uhat I
e 5—._ ... . .1+ . hope they would handle uritihg they
S ©o o uould do al) righti-



" Teacher Profile Number Bixy Mrs B,
f Clasa:OGm”Descriﬁtiohfandrbbaorvqtioni

The split four/five class taught by Mrs. E. was- housed

in a self«coﬂtained classroom, A loft ared pgovided space |

tor individusl work. Dtskl‘wore arrln@ed in ol ‘%lf‘rtf -
various sizes and arrangements. A table was loé%ted at the
rear of the room but due to high enrollment (;l students).
| it was used as . desk space t'or students. \vlrit ten work by
Q‘students in the form af brainstormed word lists. bboks.,

stories and reports were displayed around the room and in

: the hallway R ‘ : k\“‘ - S
| Ly . ) | o ;
o Mrs. E. identified;her students as a heéterogeneous

~group from a'varied‘socio—economic hackground "Theyxwere

-

an eneegetic group and had some’ difficulty settling down to

:*ftheir writing tasks. Some students were disruptive and

ﬁfﬁfkept others from working. Students generally remained in'

:ﬂtheir desks. Some movement occurred when they wished to "
'j.speak with M:s. E. A m1n1hum of discussion occurred
x%Students chose to write in’ their diaries when their work :F;

was completed o S 1 e e



4

' Overview of the Writing Progras’ ~. = .*
K . ‘} i .k " . le a Y ‘ ‘ T -‘ ! V‘ ' .

L . s J; ‘
£ ‘ 3 »

“_‘;:;,a};f Mrs. E s sppronch to writing wu buud ‘on her viev of

‘writing as-a "necusary life time skill" which she,

. ‘,peraonally, found J:.oobe snjoyebre. She stated '"It s n'y,"

L]
‘purpoae to shnre thia*delight with others. 1 uant the

- B

»-children eo mmt tw wrt»te M’ien;foy ist ﬂrs m e 5o elw
) writing as a means to "develop individual student ?/’*~f:_
. ‘creativity, vocabulary,'experience end knowleige'o e

. ) :
- writing." . * R

.>Mrs.‘E. reported that she—had her ‘students do .a

veriety'of‘nriting;- Often the class modelled their writing

on bqoks, poems or phrases, or releted their creative

I",'

writing to themes the group was explorwng Mrs. E. also

d; identified diaries and reports as w'J

’

tten work typically

set for the class and indicatéd she wo.uld 1fke to explmd

‘her essignments to include letter writing\and

: conversational style. Mrs.;E. steted that she waS't',

‘r;satisfied with the’work she assigned because it gave‘ every
lch;ld ?reedpm to write at their own level using whatever

, :skills %hey (had)" 'Time restraints weré c1ted as-a .

giproblem in implementing the program Mrs. E wrote, "At

T e b

‘}first creative wr1t1ng took a long time, having Been

‘)
e

trained to 'fill in the blanks.“ The ch11dren are now

- beginniﬁg to work faster.‘,

‘Mrs.pE. stated that her main purposes for writing were |



\A‘( i
ué’!

.

f

A

-

i
* i
4

and knowlodgt,of‘ wri‘im s warl u to provtdo‘ cnjpyucnt ,b
from writing. Sha thought her atudenta_ ‘vcre abla to writ‘ ;
fluently, .and’ creativel,y.' nfter group- brainatoruing.. She

aimed to . have her studenta "feel cquor‘fglp wiuh atory

: writing." Mra. E felt the writing allbdwed her to uun

gl e

-
lu-r o-tumu" undertmding of the writiwg eemptﬂ wm:

and thus enabled her to direct her taaching to hex s¢

; student s weak” points. She saw writing as a uay her

N -
students could gain feedback from her and their peers.A lt

3

' also gave them practice in expressing themsalvesl enlargins

their vocabulary and expanding their briting styles. Mra,
E. acized a lacliof time for research and preparation as a
factor which kept her from reaching her expectations for
the writing pregram. She felt some students ;ere kept frOm i
reaching her goals because ‘of the range of ability- and
application. "Some students do not or cannot perform at a -
high level or for any length of time.‘

The phy31cal preparations Mrs. E:'made'for writing

included the prov1sion of writing materials. a.quiet

vatmosphere and a personal writing space for each student.

Writing was' scheduled on a daily basis in the aﬁternoong,'

Mrs. E. estimated that writing ¢onstituted 150 or more ’}

, 'minutes per week but indlcated that she would. prefer

writing t1me to be "flexible and free"

Mrs.wE.s.tesponse”to the_questidhaire indicated that



et

the chlldreni"to act as/a model" Wh11e studenbs were

wr1t1ng,,Mrs.,E;'1nd'Cated that she would wr1te too,fanswer‘."

If students were experlenc1ng some d}fflculty dur1ng

.‘}.

”'_Qwr1t1ng;oMrs.gE,_explalned that she would 1mp1ement several"

: » L3
strategles. She mlght rev1ew the top1c or "feed in 1deas..

— ‘.—

Sometlmes she read them the beglnnlng of her @tory or askedh

: RS "_; ,'_A Ay P
students to read the1r started storles and share: the1r

'1deas. Mrs.,E dealt w1th wr1t1ng sk1lls as the need arose

' w1th 1nd1V1dual students.j "We agree to 2ero in on one ‘or’
L, two thlngs rather than everythlng ”fifﬁh f;,? f:",';!
Mrs.,E 1nd1cated that she chose the toplcs for

wr1t1ng based on the theme. After the 1n1t1al theme

~wr1t1ng prOJect, students chose wrltdng toplcs Students

‘always‘wrote to share w1th thelr peers and oqc351onally

1

w;th other classes.\ Sometxmes the wrltlng was publlshed"

and dlsplayed on. the walls of the school or the books weref

donated to the 11brary Thls wrbtlng was corrected edlted

:

and rewrltten. At t1mes, wrltlng was thrown away, by

X3

studéht‘choiCe, or sxmply left.;.("If 1t 1sn 't 1nterest1ng,»

/~.A
R

1t s not worth thelr t1me to pursue pollsh1ng 1t’W

’Q._-:_"‘ o L T R e S . ". AN

. 4 Koo e . Pl , L



1dentify and comment onﬂ;ﬁstructlonal practLCGs she

- AL 2 \ -

eﬂployed in teachlng writlng

durlng the same week

45 m1nutes.h Table 16 presents the praCt'ces asllde 'h
T Mrs.;EQg-' ' ‘ e SR e
i'AMrs;~EQ" S
. - DN
:’. ‘ b
o7 . - R S - '
other students to begln a’ story.; Revlewing df 1n§tructi9ns
was also 1dent1f1ed .as*a kéy practlce.i Fdltlng and .
/ ) ,‘ R . ¥ . \\‘7 S ",‘.._ .
'correctlng procedures were the most frequently noted'"f Ly
(: practlces 1n the second 1esson.‘v95’ "U'fﬁ? . t,: :
. . . Lo ; . : s | Y A
S o L : » . 3 o o ' o 'l " :
A TSN SR o e T T R
* Instructional Practices .as, Perceived by the ‘Researchar. - * .

The researcher v1ewed the two v1deotaped lessons in

Y ’ . . ' kg i {/.—-
«ordér to 1dent1fy the spec1f1c 1nstrucL10na1 practlc

employed by Mrs.‘E. 1theaching‘writingf Table 17 prcsents

ba 1lst of researcher 1dent1f1ed prdctiLes Eor wrsh,Ethy

N [




'expectatlons for tasks. In the flrst 1esson bu11d1ng

‘Yalues‘anche;iefs;Lx

Identiflable practlces included rev1ewing and

'»\‘
.’ ‘

reminding students of\preV1ous lessons, rules and/or
procedures, h;tlve use of termlndlogy (pertalnlng to the

theme), prars1ng of stud!nts and settlng de£1nite .

[ > - " . or

¢ N e

background an%rsettlng the stageafor wr1t1ng (us1ng visual

.

\”',

second lesson.; In both

t

\

v - L N ST T o o F

Haidetalled v1ew of Mrs. E S values andhsﬁllefs emerged Lﬂn

i / .

I:Table 18 contalns the actual valued qualltles as expreSSed

@

'bnyrse E; as she referred to samples of her studemts

a

,chriting The subordlnate constructs suggest a’ valulng of

.;elmply the 1mportance of sharlng wrltlng and therefore,ran'5 e

v '
- s

DR \
;creatlve and 1maglnat1ve 1deas that remaln w1th1n the
?fparameters of the aSs1gnment (patternlng,\modelllng,c S

"V}Vocabulary usage,‘p01nt of v1ew) Many of the conEE}ucts

e empha31s on mechanlcal correctness, style and vocabulary,z

o

Mrs.iE.;reduced her flfteen subordlnate constrd’fs to

ﬁnlne gﬁpenor 1nate constructs or. bellef statements. These

VrefTect a very posxtlve approach to 11fe 1n general and"

[

Through the R:%ertory Grld and iadderlng Procedure,fa‘
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4

2
r

'%ReldfionsﬁiﬁrBe;véehhﬂeiieﬁsfdhg‘Praqticegﬁ f&;fa?f - f‘af-

T . v B .' : s
T f

PO

v

-fVocabulary help to communlcate your feellngs ]/ Thcsc\‘

T

’E9) found their focus Ln most of Mrs.AE.srpractlces.“f

& -

- R "‘, . ',"l"‘. . : "‘- - ' X h -
S e ’ o

hr{tlng, in particular, 11£e and language are stimulating.-

I ; vl 1\,.

somethlng everyone should experience to the fu;lest and

. 3

3 -

share w1th others.
. ver e SN e P

RSN i ;‘- , o o

S Lo o SRR R .

w . .- ) B “ N i . N . v .
Lo . - s - - . D IS ot R
i R . . J . - N e, . L | Lo . . . L
’ * v v . . ' T . i Y - h ) .
2 - . . P toe * . v N
-~ . e ~ - ‘

A oomparison of Mrs. E 's” bellefs and practlces WaSwv
{

made._;Four related superordlna&e cons:ructs»LEl. hSr Eﬁ's'”'

.-1'}-' ¥ \

- ’./ "'I“— N N i

riThese dealt w1th the sharlng of - oneself and one' s wrltlng

«

WLth others based on the be11ef that everyone has much to

’ o CeN T N .

g-‘conrrlbute. In sharlng, both the phy51ca1 appearanoe and

'\ Loy .
h ntent were 1mportant/'[Fl Itls meortant toleavo
} . B : \ ~ A
a record of ourselves, everyone_has much. to contrlbute,to

N - ?

}life' ES = Sharlng w1th others is wHat- 11fe 1s all a out'

writér' E9 Wr1t1ng reflects thougth, dreams /;énlésy-4.*”

~ ' e >

v

?jEG ertlng must belnterestlng forboth theread¢@ and

bellefs Were. dlscernlble 1n Mrs.rE s approqch to wr1L1ngr

L -
N

‘Sheistated, "The whole‘p01nt of wrltlng .o is for haring»

vand made thls ev1dent 1n her classroom.~ Studean shared

~ \,\‘..k N o e,

o

the1r 1deas in bralnstormlng sessions .as’ well=as durlng and

tu -

:Eafter she wrltlng process.' T1me was spec1f1ca11y allotped

’ . o

‘“ffor oral readlng of stories, everyone had a turn ovcr ‘a

o , R

VSpan of several days., Mrs.iE,,shared her wr1t1ng w1th the

5c1ass, Books and storles were ubllshed" by the class for

‘

S S N P
Vs ) N o
: S




.

\

.

’

[ AN

\"kept flowing by de—empha5121ng neatness.and cprreCtness-in\

N

S

A

»

-

e _/

13

o

display, for neading to othervclasses or ﬁor piacement in'ﬁﬁv

By

the libraryhf In building hackground ﬁor writing, Mrs. E,f:_ay

Iy

dre#‘upon authorsfof storles and Zrticles and shared their Ce

. ~

works w!th the class explainlng t at these were recording\~f“

. . .
- P 4 A . N s LY SN . > - .
o i / [N Ty

othér people s. 1nterests and 1nvolvement in'ourwtopitf;,:;t“

hkkyf The nine”subordinate constructs that lay on the =
- .-—J . 0

A

surface of these\bellef§ wer% m&hor components“of Mrs. E s ;”

! y 4

approach to writrnﬁ\\ Fluenb

v N

‘at1ve 1deas were .

.

fostered by d01n8 STOUP bfalhéi

0 N £ ,:,/._.
.encouraged throu&h the pres;ntatdon df varied oral and ;f] N

visual st1mu1 Q Durlng the‘ikltlng p\z:ess, Mrs.”Eqik-*,474”

.‘ RS

promoted dlverSIflcatlon of ideas .as w1tness\d’hy the many

questdons she answered She related "Thear mlnds\were
TRy - - “
'golng_at such a‘rateg:a they were' trylng to see how . .

. - . > . s
A [ R . e - [N

B fanciful_they.could'become. ‘ Mrs. E pralsed thelr 1deas ;

’ N ! i - .
" P . . o
4

and gave them~'free reln ‘to use, those they came’ up w1th U

» - i

She sald "I d1dn t want to, squash' them .o I wanted them R

- to use as manw dlfferent thlngs as p0551ble. "Ideas were ‘

I \, . :
“ * v N Loy

\)\. - > . ~

the flrst dra < Mrs. E.' s frequent 1nterrupt10ns dur;ng

-

the wrltlng\tlme may be seen as- one- practlce that hlndereo:
/ - - $u
the fLOw dﬁm«rltlng she valued As she moved around the

e oy '.‘ ¢« -

room,"Mrs. E; would call the class s attentlon to a W

B . ™ s ) P v “ . ¥ -
v . . - . ~ - N + oy

partlcmlar passagee studenthad wr1ttenor tothe uaya';/~~

- K

S

student had tackled a. problem 1nthe ass1gnment., Mrs.»E,ﬂ

)
- \

herself 1dent1f1ed these praCtlces as a way of helplng

¥ Y ‘, . N Co. - . N0 P < B .
N « i - ". - = oA e v» N . 7 "‘ | -
—_— [ = -
[ AR N . { v : . ' -

. . - - . .

R i I
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(NI
T

o
[

-

[y

fhblackboard or chart paper or had students record these in 7

~choices.

storles;

B

'the toplc.
N

A

possible choices‘ as such ’it‘supports her belief regarding

§
Y R

fiow pf creative 1deas.‘

third drafts to "polish" the1n_writ1ng fdr their audiences“‘f

Y

Illustratlons recelv 'd spec1a1 attentlbn‘as they were*seenufJ

v

However,

as another Way to

L e

.

L

students to fd!ps on the task or ,to familiarize them with

kS

l

»

/

&

"
w

d

k]

Students worked qn'second and

v

——

Y

uthe expansion of experience pcior to making judgements or

for those ltudents who wene inwolved in

CAS T

X

.the writing process, these gomments may have broken their

R

read"a story.f/Mrsu'E asked heri’wfj

»

”

students to p1ck out\the most 1mportant n@yt of theirzw

x - ;

N \

\

that forvyoung chlldren 1t mlght be necessary to "tell the

story w1th plctures

more than‘one»mhlng.

W - N -

u$1ng a varlety of VOcabuLary.,

theme,
N , N -

the;r books.

roriesl S

. I

'

"look dt_your 1lst of vocabufary words for(th1ngs you mlght

<

\ P . e . R
5\'~§ee,-hearw.fee1"

.

P

o

v

ey ;

oo

U

T

)

parachutlng sborles to 111ustrate and reminded her students‘

v
e "=, -

therefore "the plctures need to say

»."*l

"4

L

Mrs.~E.”valued good déscrlptlon

v

RO

In one lesson,

&

.

Lepeated,sevgral t1mes,

.

Mrs“

In bulldlng backgnound to;

o

v O

s

-

«

0

”

-

the terms pecullar to

]

T

Mrs. E wrote 1lsts of bralnstormed wbrds on the

.-

Tn-§ubsequent“dlscu551ons, presentatlons or

e

. -

A

E, encouraged sbudents to

.

N -

Students were prarsed in front of the

~

‘0

=

-

Mrs. Et wanted her students to express thelr feellngs “in

o - ,‘,

thelf wrltlng and fostered thls by having khem~choose—their

own approach to an.” a581gnment.

\.’ b ) PRI

i

("If you give them a ch01ce

;.

3

s

A

tlass for us1ng new or unusual words in thelr wrltlng.,

L

K

°




they w111 hopefully write somethdng with more feeling.)f,f“

%
-
2

In one. editing sequence, Mrsﬁ B, 1asked the student, "Could

you increase "tzhe feeling? Tell me more about it"and laneri f
. c

4

confirmed "Now she is going to: tdilvme abOut her actual

(parathute) drop Pee what went on- in the alr,’what she ¢“

L v . .‘
. . . :

seen,'what she'd felE " ff‘ A f' -

o Vo : - "j
-y Mrs, ‘E.'s belief about ﬂ’panding one s experiential

i .

background in preparatlon for wise decision making was

reflected 1n two superordlnate constructs [E3 & Judgements

-
.a

are made evenyday of your 11fe, E& = People-»must experlence
.4~“;all aspects of wrlting (or "an. experlenee) to be‘able tO;Z-HLH

«ﬁ make ‘a %fgitlmate cholce] Mrs. E devoted considerable

N

to actUal wr1t1ng to bumldlng background for the

jv‘tlme QT‘.F

7storfesr“ In preparatlon for wr1t1ng parachutlng storles,\

;e

'l

she had facnlltated dlscussions on klnds and uses of N

e

parachutes, shared storles descr1b1ng how parachutlng was

w7

° [y

'7ﬂ; done includlng wartlme storles about nlght drops,\drew

et )
diagréms of*T?pe'fof parachutes and harnesses anh read a ;.

passage from Evanmore about tra1n1ng before parachutlng

A}

In physacal edUCation classes,vthe students had worked w1th L~

- ~ *1'» b
a parachuﬁe canopy to experlence 1ts propertles.; Mrs.uE.'y

b‘also showed slldes of hot-alr ballopnlng, 51nce they had

~

N

'not been up1n a parachute'or come down 1nzaparachute th1s”«o

is- the closest I could get to the feellng of what it would

~

iook llke.‘ ‘A demonstratlon of a toy parachute was staged.

K

T These actlvitles spanned cver several days and gradually



’
A

f‘ocused upon the writing assignment.
PR

Only after immersing the class in the topic did Nrss.‘

,.«-

E ask studeﬁts to choos a point of view from which to

write their stor ' = he stated they have "had 811 the

on glven to them in the same way so now t'.hey can

\

choosef“"’Previous work invoiv1ng newspaper articLe . had
llustrat d differeat points of v1ew and Mrs. ﬁr felt it

was 1mportant for children to realiza that "there are -

%

dlfferent ways of looking at“somethlng

it

f

K By utillzlng a Varlety of materials in psesenting a’
N

‘toplc, Mrs E. hoped to establlsh a backgrohnd from var1ou§~

AR chOSen so I could offer them another ch01cet ]frshe'

‘stressed that these were ch01ces,, but 1eft the flnal

. she s wr1t1ng conversatlon as sthe.. dlrects the flrght .;?

: appeared to. not be pant1c1pating fully or not focused on.

RQAVIEWPantSr- Even as she shared her writing or the wr1t1ng

of other students [ I had an approach that they hadn t

»

. W0 :
Judgement regarding whlch approach to use .to ‘each student .

- -,

oG

In one 1nstance, she announced to the class, " o 1s T

Y

tak1ng the pos1t10n of be1ngzacommander ofa fllght and'

i

thlS‘lS one approach you could use : Thls ev1dence seems“"

- . %

to suggest that Mrs._E. was directlng the creat1v1ty and

free ch01ce of her. students by g1v1ng approval to, certain

~4 ¢

poInts of v1ew over others.' However, the anaiy51s of these

:observatlons shows that th1s apparent contradxction was‘

dr1ven by the need to stimugate some of the. students who

-



' . : . .
-~ L N \ e . o L
. . .

4‘5'? he

e . R ;o
I A S, SRR SN ol R e

. [ .
[ N . . ~

| 'the task at hand., Others had already chosen a point of
‘view and were involved in writing. Mrs. ,‘ fpund somet '1 } .
v]students‘ still couldn t make a decision about their

'} starts"”and 50 facilitated the decision making by reviewing
fthe possibilities and having students talk about their ﬁ -
‘ S : LN A T,

:‘ideas. s l,' . “..' . ‘ R ) o . o . .

t .

Several practlces corresponded to ¥ Eﬁs;bebief,~h

that "People 3“P%§d be able to achieVe”Sutcess;at whatever:y

B

.level they are at” [28] Mrs.ﬁEf approached”much of . the -
writ1ng program by using patternS~and modelllng bookswand°
',;poetry. She explained Z"I th1nk that glves them more'
security in that they can all comolete an ass1gnment 'r_i”~.
ffollowlng the‘yattern set down but there is. enough

ﬂflexlballty in thére for them to develop the story tdfthe]‘

'greatest degree that they are able { In addlthﬂ theyﬂ

B framework of- an a551gnment is "d1scussed descrlbed and setp

e R

Jdown in our bralnstormlng Mrs.;E rev1ewed, at the

» 0,,'

,beginnlng of each day what had been drone s0. far and gave

'”numerous remlnders throughout the wr1t1ng per1od of her“f
. ‘™ A

v

.iexpectatlons. Mrs.1Et encouraged ‘a fee11ng of success w1th

v

.her-stu&ents by 3331st1ng them wrth thelr storles. Both
'1}the researcher and the teacher 1dentjf1ed tlmes when Mrs.

E. acted as a’ scrlbe for students hav1ng problems

A K
& - -

comp031ng thelr storles.}"She knew what she wanted to say _;;y

“fand she was glvlng me a coup;e of key words and I\Jould A.f"

¢ ."9

biﬁg1ye herlalternatrves. Sbebsald '"Ixiellgdownr.' .\'_ fC“_i



whushes°" ~'?74 .
'flnally got it down.,

'ﬁd15cussions with students. Bven in d19cussing some

.had some)really good 1dEas. WIth thls attltude Mrs. E:rk
h'progected her perceptlons of her student as successful

réwraters. ' “,' * “r“r - v1[¢F

-students put 1nto the1r work [E? In relatlon to

severythlng they do, chlldren need to know a lot of wﬁrk

Ny

PRSI v e U

"Where did you fall down?’m_ﬁ.;\”

J"Well I m not sura..jd

t.x‘

l

|

""And she can choo-“

b o v > . e , \
" T .

o

Pralse was ‘an integral part of her individual

~ 1

’.problems w1th students. Mms. E prOJected a posithe o’;

() » . . o

' One superordlnate construct dealt w1th the effort

°

'goes 1nto somethlng well done ] Mrs.fﬁ. expectqd publishod

,wrztlng to be the. ch11dren 8° best Often this necessltated

“that all publlshed authors went through 51m11ar processesn

':?She carrled through on thlS premlse by hav1ng students

/.copyrlghts, dust cover) Mrs. E. stated

Y
produce the1r own - hard cover books by modelllng theaform of

‘books they had seen (dedlcat1ons,ﬁpubl1sh1ngylnformet10n,“

-

I want to make sure’ the1r wr1t1ng is 1mportant.
“Qur- wr1t1ng is as good to us. as an author yho has
publlshed ... s0 if it is’ 1mportant to us, 1t

-~

3

.profile w1th comments Iike t}hey are gettlng there and-fhe

H,two or-three drafts of a story.s Mrs. E remlnded students:“



‘ “'.

’oet th?ough the exact stagas.that,
T, Hgoes through or ‘ap author .goes’ throuj
IR they underetand ahd appreciate vee W
- a bqok .N.They re heginning to realiye that a:’ R T
‘draﬁt, second draft; third draft; 18" f-jﬁ;jy.wa;

o fdre .
‘,'Vnsomegtmes necessary to really achdeve Vhat you :
~*.,want in' a piece. o .o .f“\ < ST

"The last belief stétement [E2 = Languagd is a living,,w

v;changing thing that reflects life today.' Life should be

~fiffatimulating. therefore language should be stimulating] was

“~yquite general in its dcope.'-Mra. E. modelled thia belief : ;W

‘-,u R S nf’.,.!

'ﬁtwhdn her daily interactdone w;fh her students,.nSheHEf*fu'it“‘f

"f”demonstreted a love of language through the stimulating

':.li‘literature she read to hef”ﬁfass and the ways i which she

hexprESSed herself She drew attention to and praleeﬂ the,

) . s N . . _\‘ - h i
. use- of descriptive words such as “panoramlc view and»- S
kB Y R

'-tf"twiiight zone. . Mrs. E felt that paragraphing gave thef

\

fstpdents éu hpportunlty to empand the1r 1anguage because'

~“-'f"1f they have to stay w1th one (topdc), chances afe they R

‘ “;gjskuls as’ they were needed. She d:l.d tlus by sh'owlng

”hwill expand and expand'and they will 1earn othef“ways of

‘expressang. descrlhlng, and putt1ng something together" -

';Mrs._E helped students 1nd1v1dually with paragraphlng

t

.";hstudents where a subject ended She felt that pargraphl;g -
S5 % o .-
'”“jwas necessary'to hel’ the reader keeptu)hls interest andp.ﬁ

......

'7:;his comprehenslon of "a story.‘ -,*T'G*i;“gy't('ft;-h> A\h

Many praK{DEes«were 1dent1£1ed to xorroborate seven of )

;rers. E s bel1efs,. One bellef found limited supporb in her

‘e;practioes while .one bellef was global 1n 1ts scope and

R



§
3w Yo

.\} and her ohviaud love o£ lansauge.' In geqéral. 1t pould

o perceptions of instructioﬁal préctices“ind researcg

'_3'ana1ysis of teacher beliefs and values was made.

‘A the degrée of cpngrwlncy be&ween pereeived practid

"a 1nhuructiona1 praétiqq

]iwﬁoun& general qupport 1n qu

:qppear that Mrs. E's beliéfs and practices were cohgruent.ﬂg;”

) "?;.

In this chapter. six teachet casé/stud{e, were . o, .0

4

-upresented "Each study be‘:ﬁ with a teacher profilé

‘.‘included a descriptiem of the class setting and ‘st

"which .
pdent 0 T

- population and an QVerview of the writing program

:‘jTeéthEt .
. e ‘

,perCeptions of 1nstructional pract1cés were tabula.

? N

'<‘uteacher beliefs abgut wrlting was detenmined 1  ;'f _V

N
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K
1.
'.15l

Subotdé:nata Constructs k

(\Ia.lUu) SR

1. 'neat‘ i'\aod\btftfog

11.

’

po
3. .
a

Be

7.

g.

0.

2.

14.

_folloy pattein but be-creative

¢

o 5. punotuatian (1nchld1ng italico. dots,
Il . .

" ate,)

illusttations natch tha story

hd

\ . +

patatjraphs‘ :

d{ffé;ent ;ﬁh'ts" of view .
:;'onvor"satidnal style

s

f iﬁent idgas

i:nagJ.natxve, @reatwe. 1nventive
stories ;

-making story interesting;'fo:} the

reader; staying on topic

abllity to mdel books

R IS
»

follow directions for assignment

I8

using vocabulary discussed
variety of. vocabulary
descri.ption .

.o

LI

PN

- Superotdinata Constructs
e . (Beliefs) .

B

" E1. It'is important to leave a record of

ourselves; averyone has so mur,:h to ‘
contrlbuto in llf& ’

[EO

€2 Language is .a lving changing thing

that reflects life today. ~Life
: ‘should bestimulating. thetefore .
lao'guage should be stimulating,

© el Judgments are made everyday of your

life.

E4. People must expetieni:e all aspects of

: writing (or an experierce) to be able
to- make a legltimaté Judgment. -

- e

E% Sharmg with other peopie is what hfe
is .all about.

,

)

. £6. wntmg must . be mterestmg for both .

the wnter and reader._

E7. In relat:.on ‘to everythmg they do,

chlldren need to know: 4 lot of work
goes J.nto somethmg well done.
4 o R B
E8. People should be able to achle\/e
. suceess . at whatever level they are at,
“Writing reflects thoughts, dreams,
fantasy. _ .

EQ. Vocabulary helps to communlcate your
feelings.; - ’

P . SR L ':“‘A.Jv-’fvrmzlﬁ,.f;,, .
"‘B‘-E 15 MRS. - . RO T
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" SUMMARY, -DISCUSSTON, CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS

r
Overview

- \,i

~

In this chapter'a summary of the Purpose and d081gn ot

'the study 13 presented followed by a "discussion of .the

i &\ o a7

data in terms of the research questlons originally posed 1n,

Chap;erIOQe. Conclusions are drawn in refercnco to the

-questions."ImﬁlicatiOns for pedagogical pranfce and

fdrthef research conclude the Ehépter,

.-

. Summary.

iLPthoseg

“The purpOSe of thé study waS»to~1) eiaminc'féachers'f
bel:efs about the ‘nature of wr1t1ng and wr1t1ng

1nstrUct10n, 2) 1dent1fy observable lnstructlonal practlces

that teachers employ in teachlng the ertlnb componcnt of

“the Language Arts currlculum and 3) determ1ne the extent of

coqgruence between teacher bellefs and’ pract1ces.

n



4 o ,,:,?"“ i h:'f]<~‘: €.;1~ S 3f
Procedures for Gathering and Analyzing Data
S T B

Six teachers were videotaped as they each taught two’
lessoqa leading to extended student writing,l Each teacher.
completed a questionnaire concerning his/her general

t

A modified version of the. Repertory Grﬂdh' <

(Bannister, 196’) and Laddering P%ocedure (Hinkle, l968)

* Ly

.was conduct‘d with each teacher to elitit beliefs about rwg -

writing and wr1t1ng instruction.- The v1deotaped lessons -

| .were analyzed 1ndependent1y by both the researcher and

:teaché? ‘to. identlfy observable 1nstruct10nal practices‘ 3

a

wh1ch are.reported in table form.'~Be11efs‘andgpract1ces S

£ + . . ..
‘were examlned for correspondence. The f1nd1ngs were

“ e . T, ' . . E

’,reported in case: study format.. Data from across the case'

-

studies was analyzed in reference to the research *“h

“questlons.

i

I

Discussion and Conclusions

:In chapter four, data yas reported'and analyzedlfor.

‘each ind1v1dua1 teacher. *In this sectlon data ‘is.

n

"consolldated from all cases and examlned in llght of the

'research questlons and conCIUSlons formulated .The‘~' A
Agenerallzablllty of th1s study 1s 11m1ted by the small ‘
"number of subJects and v1deo taped lessons for each case_

'study,:-However, w1th1n,the'31x'Qase studieS'presented,



‘some tentative conclusions can be made regarding the nature

. ef'teachErs' beliefs;about'uriting; the instructtonal*'

practices employed in teaching writing and the congruence;

’ Y

between the two. The research qhestions. originally poaed

in.ChapterJI;,form.the ﬁramework {or these concluding

Stateménés. | | | "“ | o -

K{ﬂf' What is the na}ure-eéfteachers';belfef systems’

‘abput writing? . AEREEEEE N o S
'Through'thekRepertoryQGrid;and Laddering Progedure;:

all teacﬁers nére’ahle te‘generate ecnunber.of beltef

statements offsupererdinate constructs.' They ranged in

'number fuom six to seventeen, with the average\belng nine.v

;. \

Whereas all bellef statements or1g1nated as valuesespecific ‘f
to writing, not all superordlnate constructs ended up as

\\
bellefs about. wr1t1ng 1n partlcular. Most often, beliet‘

statements were- set in the realm of "11fe or "societal"

+

be11efs such as,"A ‘positive self- 1magﬁ is 1mportant for ' the
. . . / . : .
good of soc1ety, A \ - L .
] o e S
The f;ftyéseven-superordinate statements we;e analyzed,

T

in terms of broad'cdnsistencies.A All teaché(s generated

° ) . s

-

beliefs specific to‘writing, language, communlcatlon or
‘Bnteraction. Thlrteqp superordlnate constructs dealt w1th .-

the notion that wr1t1ng or co\}mnlcatlon is. a necessary

part of functionlng 1n socxety and further, thaf//;
‘1nteract10n helps us. understand ourselves and otbers. Fqur'

'teachers expressed the view that 1nteract10n.'1n any form;ﬂF

o ,
T
.



‘jiu Py naturql part of our social\way of life. ThrEef

"vteachero d’clared that communication ‘g a. key to

‘understanding and knowing ou{selvee and a Jay for othera to
‘know'us; Two teachers indicated that communication ia h'h
'helpful in progressing towards one s goals in life.‘ |
TAnother two teachers had the vieu that evaryone had

‘tisomething worthwhile to communicate with others. 'One

;‘teacher 88 W writing as an alternate two~way method of

”communicating 'h‘\'

o ' A . .

Eight superordinate constructs centered around ths';

Iview that positive feelimgs and attitudes are de91rab1e.»'

~Tvo teachers professed to the importance of individualsr'

E

‘jachieving success and feeling pleased with themselves.tnTso‘

beliefs stated that p051tive attitudes and éood self 1mages

: I
benefit people‘ar?und'us. One teacher belleved self

¢

nmotivation was th! key to‘emotimnaltwell—being while f
| .

another attributed this to healthy fee11ngs and healthy '

‘mindsﬂ- One tedther believed p051tive feellngs helped

people cope with stress -

. -

Five. superordinate constructs expreSSed v1ews about

-,the learning process Two teachers believed 11fe was an

on< 301ng. changing learning process.- Three teachers held h3

S
'the opinion that learning’ﬁas a rlsk taking process

aInd1v1dua11y held convictions added that 1) one must take
-risks to implement changes, 2) soclety expects r1sk taking

andconfidenceand 3)we musttakerlsksandchangeﬁ;lw

Y



.1tuaticns to’ sive the moat ‘e can to. aocbcny. - *" ’

‘ believed a goal in life was. to beec

‘tea%her mentioned‘that,it‘was impqrtant»for children to, !

- know t at‘something well done'requires effort.

LN

Five superordinate constructa centered around the 1daa

o of 6£fort or striving to doaone s beat._ One teacher

Me the bast penaon you"

.‘,»9@5 4

could be while anbther thought it was important to a}whya

L

. 'give your best‘effort. One teacher felt that Aif students‘

cared about their Writing. it was worthwhile doing it velh,

and eernded the. belief to say that the depire to

~— v o .

realistically improve oneself was an 1nherent quality. One

\
- !
L v

2Jeveral teachers believed that language or writing

‘.cbuld and should “be lnteresting. Two beliefs dealt with

»the beauty and,stimulating nature of dur'language as it

"reflects life around us. Two teachers noted that wr&ting
must be interesting fbr ‘the writer. and to attract. readers.'
One teacher added that a person should get the max1mum out

Aof ‘what, qﬁey read. (what 1s wr1tten) f ,”‘-'~ aj?if'

*

"Five superordlnate constructs dealt thh the idea that

*-m

‘forder and ,gorrectness are valued or" inherent in soc1ety

\..

.:‘The be11efs vere . eﬁpreSsed by two teachers that llfe 1s

'_onganlzed, has SOme sequence and people try to make sense

ok

of everythlng One teacher stated that grammar, usage,

1neatness and leglbilltr were valued by society whiLel
‘another expounded the need to know the correct or

vacceptable way to do thlngs

.
*

~



S

»o ' g = ' e
: Four bellef statements expressed the notlon that
humans must 1earn to cope 1n a gregar1ous env1ronment Two.
d "'
teachers stated that cop1ng is part of surviv1ng in: the

hworld One teacher v1ewed acceptance by sec1ety as a"

L
F /

'~necessary goaﬂ wh11e another professad that we understand

_ R L L
ve are "not alone in .our: feellngs. P '{ e‘g'&
: ‘{r{" RN - ) “-"

Two teachers expressed bellefs regardlng deelsion~l»

- ’ B el

*,lnaklng. They belleved that students who had experienced

4

' many thlngs and were well 1nformed wwuid be better

dec151on-makersu Two bellef statements dealt w1th students

be1ng 1ndependent and developlng selﬁaxellance Two other :f;

be11ef statements stated that people learn from, and can

teach others.‘ The remalnlng %ellef statements could not

e

h .
be grouped or - c13551f1ed Eagh teacher had at least one

"?? +

unlqne bellef statement

S

It 1s 1nterest1ng ‘to note that 51m11ar SUbordlnateJ s,'f_

constructs d;d.not necessarlly 1ead to- 51m11ar be11ef
. w ‘ , ) R -
statements z'Forzexample,nthree teachers~ment10ned thatﬁo

)

they valued the Chlld 5. ab111ty to ﬁbllow a model or

Pl
\3

pattern. Thls lead one teacher to generate the bellef‘gf

’ ) : ES ‘ L
"Everyone cai teach others and they cag also learn from
others, ‘another stated "In relatlon to everythlng they

3?fﬁo,ch11dren needto knowa lotof work goeS\1nto somethlng

S

‘ well done,ﬂ whlle the thlrd sald "We need to know how to’

‘

do thlngs, correct versus non- correct.. There 1s a way that

:;syacceptable . Conversely,'51mllar superordlnate‘ﬂ)

’



; e , ‘ . . ‘ ‘ ’ e
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A i \ ‘ e P
structures often grew out of dlssim11ar sugordlnate ey

,structUres;(value‘statements).‘gEor_example,‘two teacher N

,/.\ '

AR
i

generated 51mllar belief statements regardlng learn:ng from

‘fothersi- [J6 People'are 1nd1v1duals qnd the 1nd1 'tiéhf,

;"'special : We can‘learn in- dlfferent ways from d1fferenr,; R

people] [P9 Everyone can teach others and they can also
: learn from othersu] One of these bel;ets orlglnated .as fa

. . i R - N i N

.- valu1ng of orlglnallty and cre t1v1ty whlle the other began

2

Jablllty to follow a pa.te h

- as’ a. Valulng of the

4 a”
Lo v i

K4
W1th1n each case study 1t wa@ obserwed that Lhe

teacher s bellef statements often followed ‘a partlcu]ar

. R , N § A o ) - PR
: orlentatlon or. focus.e Mrs; P.' s be11ef statcmonts o,
' - .— ,‘. - . 'v* B : " 5 - .:v - : . : !., s o
yprGSented,the vfem_that,positive,;independent'inWideuals‘r S

are accebted, and“f{tzin}“w1th soc1ety " “Mrs. Lﬂsubélieﬁs‘“'

neflect the not1on that soc1ety has expectatlons oL others

. h\‘,
, and 1nd1v1dua1s who meet/those expectatLons w111 pe ablo;to.p

B SN a
-

-necobe ih;societ; alSo that/individhals"mustinndpfsthnd fwuﬂL%
 ;themselheS\éndmothers::ﬁrs{ist\belgeffsgstem h;n t{! ;[‘fh
¥ effectlve communlcatlon as-lts maah theme . She fclt,r

p031t1ve ‘1ndependent 1nd1v1duals thrﬁfgh cf;ect1ve ,Jifwig'

/ s

v

_ ) ) R ) _
oommunlcatlon would become part of soclcty amd funct;on

.

-t

~we11 w1th1n‘itj"ﬁrs. M.! s belIef statements seemed‘to"

v ' &
*1nd1cate an. underlylng bellef in- thc communlcatlve natuno
8 : — . / . VECE o : v

AN

of wrltlng. thls sharlng aspect necessltated corroctness

and a fall;ng 1n w1th socretal expectatlons. The notlon of

y

"self" flgured strongly in Mr. G.s helléf statements ‘Th?'f"

. . : . s L _‘_,' .’
. o - ; I L [BETP b - Lot



[

'”foiﬂowing themes. 1) communlcatlon is a necessity to

/

' -

development of self 1dentity and the 1mprov1ng of nneself

were the two underlylngvfoc; of hlS bellef statements.;

s .‘Mms.:E.s belief statements reflected a p031t1ve view of

11fe and wrltlng These were seen as stlmulatlng e

L experiences to apprec1ate and share w1th others. vﬁ_“g'xf

In summary, 1tcan beseen thatthere wassome

'y
\ wo, PR

_-———.

7s1nilarity-in the bel1efs held by the teachers about the'

, !

IR e N

s,

'functuonlng “in soc1ety, 2) p051t1ve feellngs and attltudes

'unlque to that 1nd1»1dual”

‘are deslrable 3) learnlng 1nvolves risk taklng, 4) puttlng

+

effort 1nto work or str1V1ng to do one s best 1s de81rab1e,”,:

- SN » L

5) language wrltlng should be 1nterest1ng,-6) order and l;yh

correctness 1s valued by soc1ety, 7) 1earn1ng to cope “in

N N
i ,\,.'

society is a nece551ty, 8) 6e11 1nformed people are better

,deels1on=makers,/9) Self rellance and 1ndependence are

- . ; ! ‘ -

:,1mportant qualltles, 10) people learn from each other.:

thle there were manw global commonalltles, it was noted

v

that many Werent facets of thése belief statements were &

\ \ PR S

exmreSSed.. Each tea‘her expressed some bellefs that were

'
IR

Thérefore, it may be concluded

st

- Rl

that teachers have 1nd1v1duallst1c bellef systems regardlng

tht wrltlng prOCess but that commonalltles occur across

"ﬁ-bellef s tems. Further, wrltlng bellefs tend to be

’ 2 N T T .

1nfluenced by the 1nd1v1dual s global bellefs about 11fe \

and SOCIGEYr; 'kf,""’ @‘,I:‘y~f:»f4~a\ 'V[T »*g,lg‘@ o

}.2‘ What practlces do 1nd1v1dua1 teachers employ 1n




‘teaching the wrlting component of the language arts :
currlculum°f ' | L ERE -

The questlonnalre and v1deo taped lessons were"' ;

‘nyut1117ed as. sources to 1dent1fy practlces teachers employed

o or aud1tory stxpuﬂi of the sa

din the1r classrooms to,teach the wrltlng component of
Language Arts.. Teachers responded to the questionnaire in

vary1ng degrees of detall but all succeeded 1n conveylng a

—

nf‘rounded descr1pt1on of their phllosophy andq@rogram. Some E

teachers closely followed the text of the v1deo taped
. 5
lessons 1n 1dent1fy1ng practlces they employed whlle others

prov1ded global descr1pt1ony

the1r pract1ces as v1sua1
(;tr1ggered thc1r memory
The researcher geﬂgfally 1dent1f1ed more spec1f1c, and

{epeated 1nc1dences of partlcular pract1ces than d1d the.~"’
.teachers:‘ - B ”v;“i;:f o ‘ i‘jf*ﬂ "f'w. :;5 -
. The. data perta1n1ng to classroom practlcos was-ffy;j};j

'analyzed"to rdentlfy broad con51stenc1es.. Flve of the 31x

B teachers based thelr wr1t1ng act1v1t1es around themes and

.31ntegrated wrltlng through several subJect arcas 'lAlljxf

N

teachers had thelr students 1nvolved 1n a. varicty of“
’Writing'activities,and forms,‘though”these;themSlees_ -
e O A

CQV?ried~frdm’caSevto”case. o

Flve teachers were observed engaglng 1n many pre—lj
’fwrltlng practlces In general thesc were azmed at bu11dlng

3 background and vocabulary for wrltlng and g1v1ng students

opportunltles to llsten to 1deas and practlce thelr 1deas'ﬂl
B _ R S .



B made use of concrete,,hands on activitles to provlde a

rthorally before writing. These activities included stories,‘l;‘

ffilms, discuss1ons,0drama, bralnstorming for words and“ knmﬁ

N

‘ideas,'oral completion of - frames or models,'modelllng by

REAN A N 3

hhmfthe\teacher and students, motlvational devides and

e

.ﬁrev1ewing of prev;ous work on the>theme., Three teachers

A . ‘,\ S

f~stimu1us for wrlting.,__
B i B P TR Y

f All 51x teachers modelled some aspect of the wr1t1ng
fprocess for the1r studentst_ Three teachers actually Wf°te

n<wh11e the1r students were wr1ting. Three teachers modelled

".vthe completlon of a pattern or frame by orally completlng

One teacher dlstr1buted a completed sample, agreclp6fj,lr

x

'ffof the wr1t1ng task In all but one caSe study, correct“

1:spelllng was- demonstrated as teachers recorded bralnstormed
bl . &"
words and vocabulary on the blackboard on charts or on

word'cards.,_
- e : , . . L

ALY case studles showed elements of student ch01ce 1n e
lwrltlng One teache?‘allowed students free ch01ce of -
‘ﬁwrltlng tOplCS for the1r dally wrltlngétlme‘m In two v1deo—f5l
‘taped lessons the genre had been set (rec1pe poem) wh11e.
7two other lessons set the general tOplC (Pecos Blll
!adventure parachutlng),,students were g1ven free chotce‘
‘rewlthln these gu1de11nes.‘ Three lessons featuped oatterns‘
on"frames ko be completed as students chose.. Four teacbersh£7
Ulrepor{ed students hav1ng free cho1ce 1n thelr Journal or

i



All teachers employed elements of conferenciag as

’ . . ' ,;.,

"thelr students wrote.- They read or listened to, the "w"

i
1

,wrltten wqu of ;ndlviduals and responded w1th praise.

N

questlons and concerns. Four teachers moved around the B

class.1n1t18t1ng ;nteractions with students about their

wr1t1ng. One teacher appeared to oonference w1th studen "%}

-

o when they 1nd1cated a need £or help or nelnforcement.\ OneJ

- \

teacher set up conference groups wh1ch met at scheduled

.‘\ /‘ ...J'

< t1mes at the conference table and followed a set procedure
- . N ‘. . . .
for 1nteract1ons.,-Two other teacher deslgnated a speC1ur

o spot for ed1t1ng conferences wh1ch the children v151ted as,

BN , , Ll e

"” needed w‘Two teachers related that Lheyﬁrole modelcd L
o . . . R .
Q ed1t1ng techn1ques for the1r students u51ng thelr ownv

t PN ( \ ’

wr1tlng or- group wr1t1ng as sources. Four teachers

: concentrated on spelllng and mechan1cs in thelr edltlng

’ o

work w1th studentS'the other two ﬁocused<u1coannt to a

greater\extent Two teachers taUght skllls solely on an

N

lgelnd1v1dual ba51s, as the need arose The other fourfrvﬂ§‘

PR \

teachers taught some whole,group or . small group lessons on.

S

skllls but also relnforced sk1lls on an 1nd1v1dual ba51s

7\

durlng wr1t1ng tlmes. Two teachers kept records of T

/

conferentes and/or Skllls that had been mastered Aﬁ‘f

\ /‘_ . -

Tn a11 cases, teachers fac1l1tated and encouraged the

A , Y

sharlng of wr1t1ng Oral sharlng wlth 1nd1v1duels small

- ,—‘. \

groups or the whole class,;and dlsplays of wr1tten work wai

)
s

'ev1dent\1n all 51x classrooms.‘ As we11,~class books,
\- .

. - BN . . P S L

B
o



;.all cases. In all but ‘ofie case,lstudents were. encouraged

“Qto move around and d1scuss thelr work.\ In one caSe,tthe

N

'phllogophlcal notlon of the six teachers 1nVOIVed In

indiVidual books and/or new§letters figured prominently in

S

I8 of

7.to interaCt with each other during the writing process.

Ca -

,"In two classrooms, the teachers speCifically placed

istudents in close proximity to each osher to facilitate(l

.

T-interaction' 1n three other clessrooms students were free B

S

¥

/

>

‘ teacher was concerned wpth maintalning a qu1et env1ronment

s \

'Abut pxomoted sharlng during a des1gnated t1me.» In five

‘.‘. B “ <. B . .

cases teachers elected ‘to . share orally samples of student

‘;wrlting 1n progress as good examples or as motlvatlon for

v

J‘,obhers In the sxxth case, the group conference setting

o
7

7:teachers shared some of thelr own wrmtlng w1th students.

-~ - L.
. L

A final commonality stemmed from a shared

.{these classrooms, chlldren were seen as‘ authorS\ and were

allowed to retaln "ownership" of the1r wrltihg These

/concepts were reflected in. dlfferent ways. 'In the'three_‘~“

\.,'ﬁYOU are the author ’so* you can do that S Three teaCthSf‘

'.‘SP¢C1fled that students make the f1na1 dec151ons in- the1r

.
case studies that utillzed patterns or’ frames, the teachers

i

ccepted dev1at10ns from the pattern; a’ typlcal comment wasx
/

B Yy A R

Lo X ‘ -

y - N

P .
rwrlting—~the dec1sion to complete the story, to:editland

K

¢<correct, or to publish and display Two teachers, duringg

"
N | .

ed1t1ng conferences,.made marks where correctlons were

- -’
. . . s' . . N . [,
. . \ y

,?allowed students to hear a variety of wr1t1ng SampIes.k de!r



) of each wr1t1ng class,,another»ofﬁered a xthlnk tlme T

\before students were expected to. wr1te Others’iwgegrated'

Opart1c1pate in oral c1rc1e storles (add part to the';

. '
5 . . . NI N

”needed (following discussion with pupils) but exp@cted .5‘1

e

séudents to take the. reSpon31b1lity to} foblow'up on them.

Two cases emulated.the steps of publdshing from eddtdng‘to
the production of'books completé'with dedication and“
' 'lr,

Jcopyright; Two cases celebrated authors by . includlng
Jstudent authored books in the 11brary or reading thein o

f‘the class as they would trade books. Pralse, encoura'emcnt

and @ppre t19n of wrltten works\was evidéht/in all

classrooms”

It 1s 1nterest1ng to note that although broad

s1m11arit es exlsted adross the ‘case studles, each teachcr -,

,had un1que features 1n the wr1t1ng program‘ One teacher

employed a sustalned 511ent wrltmng t1me at the beglnnlng

- . i [ I

;
s

s\

:readlng and wrltlng, drama and wrltlng or’ art and wr1t1ng -

L . - .
Two teachers encouraged 111ustrat10ns along wlth wr1ttcn i‘k

.. ’

vwork One teacher 1n1t1ated wrlting by hav1ng students‘

< ~ -

\O;story) One teacher placed an . agenda of act1v1tle on ‘the

K N A -

‘blackboard for students to, follow wh11e three othcrs had

N ~

‘;studentsnrelterate the,task a391gnment befdre beginning.

= K \ \

‘ v.!
ATwo teaohers were observed scrlblng fOr students ‘Onck

-
7

-teacher responded to her students‘dally in thefr d1ar1es ‘

i -

One teacher asked students db submlt p1eces of wr1t1ng for N

~ — s . . .7

formal evaluat1ont Wlthrn each;case,study, the teachers
. B /‘i .

-

o R D S

\

‘ - : . ( : g B . :
- . . E . o = ° B
N . . . N . . ‘ N [ - : . Lo C:_)'.
. ! : ' - ' . ! -
: - o, . . °. ’ A . . b



P

¢
.

lndividuallpersohalities led tofunfque-vapiatidns‘dn‘

teaching methéds and ihdeed' the wayVhe or she'interacted“

\

' with students.' Mrs. P s practices encouraged children to

‘

become independent as reflected 1n her edlting conferehcesp

Rl

As students read to Mrs._P.f she would stop and d1scuss’

1

‘partsthatheeded‘workand'makea markln themargin to

-

remind studénts who then had the respom51b111ty to go back\l"

'

. to thelr desks and revise the wr1t1ng Mrs. L.'s pract1ces

focused on, g1v1ng chlldren many support systems for'

wr;tlng, maklng them confldent .as authors so they would

feel free to take rlsks. ThlS is ev1denced in the pattern
frame wr1t1ng experlenCe, w1th many pre wr1t1ng oral tr1als

and. Mrs. L.'s accepbhng attltude.l Mrs. J 's practlces

showed her desire tb make students self d1rected Studentsv‘

Y

\worked at tables to fac111fate 1nteract10n and she allowed
.\.

;»students t1me to work wdthout 1nterruptlon by the teacher.'

Wr1t1ng tasks were preceded by group work to clarlfy ‘the’

process and carefully lald dlrectlons and agendas.» Mrs;
5o

M s role focused ma1n1y on helplng students extend the1r

\

wrltlhg; Her practlces also reflected a concern for . A*

correctnessr ;Mr" G:s,conferencing, workshop approach to
. . o - ’ . - ]

writing reflected many;practdces wherewstudentsfwere‘~ .
“allowed to'makeadecisions,and take control of their’oWn
Awritingftasks.} Mrs..E st methods reflected a love’ of

?language;‘ Prewrltlng sess1ons‘focused on exc1t1ng

\vocabulary that could be 1nc1uded in wr1t1ng 3331gnments.;;

-~ R 5t
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Models of writing Mrs. E. chooae to share, whether by
profess1onals or students, emphasized the excitement of
action and clear communicat1on of such a vivid language.]p'
dIt can be seen that each case study presented a. unique
comblnation or varlation of teaching pract1ces. Graves
(1975) concluded hls study of the wrltlng procéSs of seven

f,year .old’ chlldren by saying, the writing procoas is as

-

\1variable and unlque as the indiv1dua1 s personalxty. (p
237) Perhaps"thls postulate could be extended to’ tenchtng
by say1ng that the act of teachlng wr1t1ng is as varxable

and un1que as the'1nd1v1dual s personallty

However, 1t 1s p0551b1e to abstract from the

'y,

‘performances of the dlfferent teachers ln varled lessons a’

'.general.plcture‘ofvthe-practlces employed,ln teachlng

'“.writing; Classrooms were phy31ca11y set up to encourage

<'and fac111tate Wr1t1ng Thls 1nc1uded spec1al arrangomonts

v

‘of desks, access to mater1als. deS1gnated wrltlng corncrs
and shar1ng centres . Students had been fam1llari?ed w1th
routlnes and tlmes for wrltlng ertlng se551ons began

w1th prewrltlng actlvltles that allowed chlldren to’ get

-‘vthe1r 1deas flow1ng , Often thls 1nvolved bra1nstorm1h§,

: u . .

,vocabulary development, hands on’ experlences._book rcadlng,

'1ntroduct10n of patterns or- t1me allotted Just for,
' : : . P
"thlnklng Teachers set an example, by«Writing*themsclves,

*modellxng patterns,\hav1ng students~rehearse»orally'sov”
. L - . B R " PO . :

.others_could hear or.shafing pieces of writing'withjthe
) near of. sharing pleces of Ling with th
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class.‘ Writing involved a free choice component whether it

[

- es totally free topic choice or a. freedom to uork within

,the giwen topic, genre or pattern.j During the writing time}‘

N ’ »

1teachers were engaged in helping studehts continue through

the process by questioning, listening, encodrdging, aharing'
;-and giving time for ideas to devefoﬁg,, Typicallyr skills ;f
were developed on an individual need basis during the ' .
composing process with\the onus put aon students to.revise,
“edit or correct with teacher guidanCe. Sharing of wrlting

-was an 1ntegral component of wr1t1ng classes though the

timing and procedures for d01ng so var1ed and ranged -from 1
Ty
,oral sharing w1th the teacher, small group or, whole group )

i

to. formal pub11catlon or. dlsplay of stories and books.
ertten work was often structured around class themes

",In sUmmary,'1tvhas been~shown that w1th1n br"d

'-categories, there was’ some con31stency in- the practlces the>.'

v

‘six teachers employed in the1r wr1t1ng programs Commo ;l
.practices centered around enten51ve prewrltlng actlvd
“imodelllng by the teacher and others, a free ch01ce
component withln the wrlting act1v1ty. conferencxng or

‘interaction with‘students dur1ng ed1t1ng procedures ’andf’]

--the exten51on of - skllls. Sharing, of the wr1t1ng proqess

¢

and the final prbduct was-another common feature in the~s1x3‘\

“
1 il " - ©

case studies presented as was encouragement and pra1se ‘of

,cp_

the writang_act Each teacher adhered to- some unique \.

<

practicesnor'variations-oﬁ common practlcesw Therefore;'it

¢ . R

.
)

.
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* may ‘be concluded thmt teachers empioy many common practices

in teaching writing but uhique concerns shape these ','f“”

A

practices into a teacher s 1nd1vidualistic instructional

/
A i '

'

""style.’,h e g Q‘_‘ X V.fe ,‘ N L L
{ j3. Are aniindividual teacher's pnacticesynnd beliefs. -
— @ i N BT f
y congruent7‘ S , T e e e
v v . \‘ . v . N -,

In th1s study,‘data was collected through a“”

[N . - N v o

\ v

questlonnaxre and v1deo taped lessons on the practices each

teacher employed 1nvteach1ngathe writing program. Then.$
-t t

through the Repertory Grld'and Laddering Procedure.\each

teacher $ bellefs about writ1ng were ascertained - The two’

sets of daca were compared to examine the measure of S

’E N I

- congruency between bellefs and practices.‘ In\each ot the
' 4 - VL tm———— B Y/

\

six*case studies, instructionalfbehavioﬁrs and practlces )
- I3 L \ . ‘ N

I

i

were - found to substantlate spec1f1c bellef statements.ldf‘

Conversely,:howéver, npt all bellef statementq were :rl ; o
/ ' : "

corroborated by the data cpllected ‘ Thls may have been_]
due,jln part to the. llmxted scope of the: data collection'
.process or to the global hature of part1cu1ar bellef o

N

tstatements. In three of the s;x cases. all bellcf T

o statements were conSIdered to be’ congruent w1th pract1ce%.\\

In the other three‘cases,-evidence,of“lnstructxonal

practlces could not be ‘found to corroborate one. or._ two e‘.”
[ v A . . -

e RN

beliefs, but these bellef statements tended to .be veryvf/

T general 1n nature Evldence, however, ‘was. found to

N

‘,f'substantlate these bellefs in the general phllosophy ofl
R » A i

-



wtl«ting‘ox'prese‘eid hy' t;he -teacher or in his or her pereonal \

"teaching style. As'noted, viously, many belief

‘ltatements were outside the~immediate realm of writingy

.. educ tion, and therefore were difficult to support with the :n

4

{'data Wh\fh was collected in a specifically educational
]setting ‘**wu’ f" SN C "";h ' ‘
An examination of specific case’ studies illustrated an}*;

! :.

‘Ainteresting cOrfespondence between beliefs and practices._‘”'”
.;'When belief‘statements wereranalyzed ‘a particular "theme

'seemed to emerge suggestlng a personal view of life This

same theme was: ﬂbedﬁﬁinant in- the overall character of ?'ﬂf
5 .L‘ B

hteacher s 1nstructiona1 practlce. It would appear a

A“teacher s beliefs about wrlting 1nf1uence the practlces
e , :
employed in teaching wr1t1ng
: Based on the 51x case studles, therefofe; itimajpbe:

' concluded that a’ hlgh degree of congruency exlsts between

"some 1nd1vidua1 teacher bellefs ~and pract;ces . "1\§i?

.Implicatjgl: for.Pedaéogical Practices’ . .

R D oo P ,“,"“jf
‘The_findings of this study have some-implications for

teaching'in general, and the ‘teaching of writing,

/speciflcally.'”i ? n ‘ ;~.\‘. n f" IJ.W_*

1. The study showed that t&achers d1d have

-~
«

- 1nd1viduallst1c belief systems regard1ng the wr1t1ng i

. ;

' procéss. although often these bel1efs tended to be ”, bffd
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o 1nf1uenced bv,g)obal beliefe/about Iife and society. <hyv;7“;
and large, teachers at the beginning of tho study were fk 15

funaware of their beliefe or had never. expressed or,exanined.

"

vthe beliefs that: influenced their teaching practices. vAaw

[

LERKY

dthey proceeded through the: Repertory Grid and Laddering

process, they struggled to Justify thair values end - ,j"'

.

.;;experienw

en. they reached their first superordinate R

*

.construc e11ef statement. Self—awareness would

appear. then. to be the starting point ?o undarstanding

:one'sfbellefs., The Repertory Grid and Laddering Procedure

.

used in- thlS study provides a fa1r1y quick and

comprehen51ve method to ascertaln values,and beliefs within

G
N ¢

the,wrlting;context. It is suggested that teachers,*with a

colleague or" on thelr own,iexamine the1r bellefs about Y

-

writing (or other subJect area) to better understand wby

gtheyudo‘vhat they do. gIt fodlows-that personnel involved
ih thelother.lévels of"education,‘such as' admlnistrators,f
COnsultants;tand post- secondary instruct%fs oould also.
.Abénefit ftbmhan awareness of the belief‘systems'that guide
‘ 'theih actlonspv L ‘ g i . | T
2 The study showed that teachers employod many co;mon
. - . [

fpractlces in teachlng wr1t1hg, but‘each had some unlque and
Ce , SRR

* successful variaps

ns or methodologles w1th1n their

Loa

;repertbire.offinstructlonal pnacthes; Most teachers in |

the study had never consc1ou31y examlned and identified the.

e ' LA : o
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v

- one's’ awareness of ¢he1r 1nstruct10na1 pracﬂices.7‘1t

T T T 2 A SRR
o e U A S '. - . 'I/ '" ; 'l“t_\,:_', ;, : Ir..“ “ Vs .
varlous components of any 1esson they taught Self-.:,'ia “.‘*

awareness of practlces may agaln be recognlzed as .the- key

to understandlng one s own teachlng behav1ours.v Vldeo—i‘]..

. e . . i )
taplng of classrpom lessons or: oo operative observatlon or
. EXE r‘ )J .
‘evaluation seS§1onswbetween colleagues woull _\to expand

v

S
*

follows that knowledge of personal practlces w111 become

':tlon upon whl'” other practlces can be bu11t vin

‘order to expand one s ‘pert01re.. To th1s end teachers_f

are. encouraged through 1nserv1ces, classroom T

,on . .

1nterv151tat10ns aﬁd graduate level c0urses;~tg‘00ntinue_to”'

/

expand the1r reperto1re of effectlvevclassroom practlceS”i

reaiizing\that‘many’successfulﬁpracticeagcan'be[ptrllgﬁd~to'

N - \ X o ¢ - ;..' N ... . . TRy
reach a common goal o L ‘P'_“.~'U._f_v-- e
) A N N e o

3 The study showed tbat a p051t1ve relatlonshl

&ractrtes.._gfareness of the‘lggerrelatedness

:

and practlces is- to understandlng the pfﬁﬁ?”

fdfdchan&e;i

Suf?ace change 1n elther bellefs or pract!ces can'easiI
4 : . .

Pex e . N
Qccur;'howeverL for a real' change to occur,‘a teach&, '
needs, to experience'a‘conourren ~“ltﬁsatlon 1n both hlS T

3 ? k. & e P
bellefs and pract1ces.' ThlS 1s$hurther Justlflcatlon for S

‘ AT _' I '_/"u .
teachers belng aware of the1r current bellefs and . * O
pﬁsctlces. _ L ﬂf“'7l; ,‘h“ﬁ ’f Qf~"f n}i'57ﬁjlf"
- N . "///( N
-l . - A
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1

’.f_repllcated w1th a larger sample or repllcated 1n other

e

change over a perlod of tlme.

. ETTR - . \ \
v : B AN A". ! \ ! N ! ’ N
RN - 237
\ s v o ‘ | [ .
\ B N J . / . . \
R : " ﬁﬁ L . vm ' . K - C -
" “ ~+Implications for Furtheri Research -+ . ... "
o c h'jr L VN R ")‘ S v ""-. RS "“1
o— . “/‘ - .

.’.

The de31gn and resu&ts of thls study also ralscd

questlons and suggested d1rect10ns ﬁor furthen research ?~<x

‘/-.

1 The generallzablllty of the study is llmlted due to~

~ .\ \ 4

he small sample s1ze.ﬂ It 1s suggested bh1t the study be

"~ i

—

\

subJect areas to see if sxmllar patterns emerge. K :
%) e / RN
longltudlnal study w1th onefsubJect\may be carrled out to
P P .

ascertaln 1f more. data leads to a more deflnlte corre}atlon 9

.

. i
Y B

‘ RS .
e - .

w1th all bellefs, or “to determlne«lf bellefs/practlces,f'. B

. ERREN
~

AT - B IO

A
W

i - . -

thlS study ;nd appeared to’ enJoy relat1ve freedom in

,\A
- St

ch$w81ng methods to ~ use in- thelr classrooms. Would reSuLt.ja

S

) \ i o Ve
be altered 1f martﬂiipants d been externnl y selccted or’
. ' 'k
B " - o~ Vo
vlfiteachers foUnd themselves in’ a 51tuat10n where_\ : '
A ' / _ ‘ : ‘ o o
: Curriculum:of methods were mandated? -l .
.- ya ‘ P o '

3. The fleld of wr1t1ng,1s cunrently« xperlemcvng a ° ™

, ¢ /1 N

paradlgm sh1ft from focus on. product to an’ emphas1s on .
N s Y

2. The teachers observed volunteered to take part in, Y

N

processQ Another study could examlne the dlffcroncc /Tl“f<,-n*

\

A

between/tradltlonal and contemporary 1nStru7‘ioﬂal
. _,/ ) Wy FRAVSE

practices and the bellefs beh1nd uhem IR SO

b e . i

-
el

' '\» Y 2N Cw
4 The bellefs of other Reople 1nvolved in tbg»;, T

ducat10nal fLeld may 1nfluenceﬂthe atmosphcre o£ the

/.

(e,

byclaserOm. Another avenue of study»cou]d explore the _'y_ci;f

LTS
RPN

[ e ’ H . \
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{,4 . J~\ _v"a A i . o . i ) .‘(‘,",,,
Lo beliefs of childrenl parents or admlnlstﬁgtors and howvthey_;,'

N~ Tt : . oot " . L

"relate to teacher %ellefs..;'j_ A n“;a TR

\\“

~

- R A R
Coo 7. v Concluding Statements - o - o LT
e N T T R
T AR FENERRT S : R
. - R A . . :" . " N - . ) ‘ . . ,
eThis study has 1ﬁcreased thé comprehen51on of\" 3 L;;ﬂwm-
s - " . .. ; .,
teaChérS bellefs about the nature mfmwr1t1ng and wmltlng

i

1nstruct10n, the practlces they employ'ln wrltlng classes Q-‘ﬁ?’

o . P

7*"and the relatlonshlp between the two.A A p031t1ve s

congruence was found to ex1st between the pfactlces and ”ﬂgﬁ
A Fa s .. . - ‘~.
bellefs of the teachers in thls study There was some
] R », . . ~ B
e commona11ty percelved among bellefs and praCtlces across
K - ; 4 - ~
l‘t%g case-studies'but by an %arge,ieach case study provided
Con ot e L
<a unlque 1n51ght 1nto a personal teachlng 31tuatlon.,“The
\ . " LI P 1 i . T
evflnmﬂngs suggest a need for teachers to be in tune w1th
.- their. own: personal bellefs. I RU
oyl e : ) -
. vl ‘ ."’. - ,
S S S - :
s . e ! . o ' ‘
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ce . April.17, 1984

. B . . P
A ) toa w . ¢ ' ’ oo
’ : v ‘

-~ “

Dear .Parent, . . | ) ,
- I am a gradugte spudent involved with- educational re-
:search at the University of Alberta. My main interest is -
with writing. programs used in schools.. 1. particularly wish .
to investlgate the practices teachers- use.in, promoting wri-.
ting in their classrooms, as well as the educational o ;
ﬂperspectives ‘that guide these. praCtlces. I believe such
‘1nformat10n is .very important to-our understandingwof C
,effectlvezteach1ng of’ wrltlng‘ N
. In addltlon -to 1nterv1ew1ng your ‘child's" tcachex, I‘
- wish to’ videotape two actual lessons 'in writing. Althgugh ..
"th-e main focus of -my study is on the teacher, the students
will be partlclpat;ng ir’ the lessons during the
»vldeotap ~ I am wr1t1ng to ask your permission to allowA
your chi dfto be present in-the classroom dur1ng thlS
'videdtapmng. A oo
\ , .
I have obtalned permlssaon from the Edmonton Publlc
School Board to conduct’ this - research project in the
schools.l 11, the school pr1nc1pa1 and your child" s
tfacher have Wil lllngly consented to this, study tak1ng
place, . , \ , \ o _

"

A

: Research 1nformat10n will ‘not refer to any partlcular
- student and all part1c1pants and schools will be kept cOm—
pletely anonymous. : . -

. If you have' any questlons concernlng my research you
can contact -me at the Unlver51ty of Alberta (432 2286) or
through your ch11d s school o ‘

v o

N . 2.
[ . -

\;‘ S " : T ~Ydurshbru1y;

oo L \' S \"““ AArlene,M,.Savory.f

-

' Sy oo - T [

SRR ___“has my permission -to be. present .in’
(Child's Name), —, - - .. . .. , ’ o

’

--.the classroem during the videotaping of two writing .

l,éSSOnS,. S R S : T

t

~ . -+ . Signature of ‘Parent. or Guardian -
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ot et APPENDIX B Y,
. QUESTIONNAIRE -

i

This questionnaire has been designed to’ help the‘
‘reséarcher gain’' a better understanding of a) the goals, and
‘objectives ‘of your writing program (or the writing
‘compgnent -of your Language Arts program) and b) the way voul
" go about "teaching" writing in the. c¢lassroom. The .~
information gathered is meant to’ supplement the. two les'sous
that were'wideotaped o o -

/
"

. In answerlng the. questidns you ‘are asked to keep 1n
mind all the writing activities that students engage in
_during the year in your classroom : .

1

BAéKCROUND'INFORMATION‘(Cenfidentiality.wili be\naintained)' B
Nand'v v : ‘ ‘ ' " R '
1.Grade you are’ presently teachlng

,)‘Years of teachlng experlence

fears teacnlng et thls grade 1eve1
'Teacher tralnlng'SpeC1allzat1on (or MaJor)

Courses taken or Inserv1ces attended in the area of Writing:

)Description ef your“preSent~ciass:~~ V 1  L /
-Enrollment
-Setting (open area, éeif—centained;etc;)

T
R

;—Gfouping.thmogeneous!1hetefegeneousetc.)
(_—Soc105ECenomic'level(s) of the neighbefhood

A
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. ' ' ' . \ \ : .y
. ' . . * . L B . L . o o
;"‘ [N ) 5 . N Jl' : ‘- o - “‘\ v ' o . . Rk : . ‘ ‘ v A

4
, -

N

This section relates to the kinds of writing that you

f’ " aek your, students to do. In -each part,. please give as many
'\ s responses as hold true for you.. o DA S
”; ié Typically.vthe kinds of wrltten work I ask my studentst':'
‘ to do. include : :

v‘ ‘ o ) . R \ s ,

. : , ¢
. . ¢

3F12,v1am satlsfied withthe k1ndof wrltten workI a351gn'
e because I : | S o

N

s . . . N
g g . B’ \ R N . : . L

P e : -
3.5Additidnwlfwrittenfwerk.IVwodld 1ike to assign includes -

o )

[ l
\ . .
»
-

“4}\1 f1nd it dlfflcult to asslgn the work,I would 11ke
‘ because L . S S s e

\

.Th'is, sectlon relates u>the ‘aims thatyou havefor the,
wr1t1ng prOgram (or the writing . component of the Language

Arts program). In each part please glwe as many responses
- as hold true for you. e \ o
: .

(A

1. The main‘purﬁoses for writing in my classroom are

N . - .r ,‘

2. At this p01nt in the year I f1nd that most students are
: able to. - S ,

'

3. By the endcﬁ the yearI would 11ke most students tobe
" able’ to . , : n



'&.‘Myjatpdenﬁs“ wfitingpenaﬁles me to

v

5. My stddentg' writing~enablésthem Lo f S

~ . ; \
, .

(If épg}icable) The factors ‘that keep me from reaching
the expectations of - my wr1t1ng program are .

L - ) . - L o

[ . #
A

(If appllcable) The factors that keep my students from
. meetlng the goals of the wr1t1ng program are ~

-

r

L

ThlS section relates to, the contexts prov1ded by you for
writing to .take place; In each part pleaSe gﬂve as many
‘responses as. hold true for you. 2 .

Lo
A

l1..What . phy51ca1 arrangemehts are made for wrltlng to
GcCur in the classrdom” , i

A"

» ik . .
'2;‘Befpre'havihg my studenps Qrite I typicaliy i

S . B -

- il - -

‘3. Before beginn;ng{tq wfiteAI“typically have the stpdents

. . . . . . _
B ‘- . \

A}



! \ n M e N P RN L o T " L ?. L. LT I-s”:

b, While:stu&entsﬁare'writing‘I‘uauellyvyﬁgﬁ" ' '
ot ) . . v ) C . “V ‘ B . g ' ‘ l

L , ~ , R

«
W ‘

's, Iﬁ students are experiencing some difficulty during -
C writing I usually e

!

/ . .
N . o PR N \ T e

.6 What usuallx happens to students' wrlting when they are L

‘ finished'7
] . v . ‘& N ’/
- * ' . “ \. , }
. , o ,
oo What' sometimes happens ‘to. students ~wr1t1n"
| SRR are finlshed7 - Do e e
. ., ) "- ' i . ! Y - - K
- A / . - N
t- - L 1. B . o " “ "
‘ What occa51onally happens ‘to students writing “hen
. they are flnlshed'7 S - , A
. N - ! ' .
.~ 7. 1 deal with the development of writing -skills by
:‘ -y, -t - . , -
‘ o . o ) R
8. When I notjice that a; student 1s weak or is lacking in
) some; sk111aﬂﬁ usUally ' " TS s i
3 st ) \ .-" * L
v ‘( Pl N *
‘ X ) . \ . R . ’
9. How are .topics chosen for writing? = - 1Q{? ST
. - ) , . . . . , v, ‘ .
e WN



11.

12,

.13,

© 14l

- 1 5

A

h roceive"‘the writing?

.
RPN A z,,,t. RS

To whom is writins directed tha£ is, wh}7ie likeliy to- 7
s@l . ]; ' )

-
-

Of the total weekly instructional time uriting

,typically constituces L IR minutesv
C »” ‘ ‘ L L . AN o )
of the total weekly instructional time, T would like
\wribing to constitute SR minutes. ' a
: ¥ . —— ) -
During the week writing generally occurs T SRR
Might sgpdents takg anf other opportunxty to write9 1

“t,
LY




