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, ‘ | . )
- ‘ 1
. . .' . | \, !
‘anaesthesia . '
» v : . ) ;
L S -
. o
’ . ' s -
] . the shaven skull gleams %ellow
" o ~black vectors N
o intersect » .
PR ' at point of incision. )
¥ ' # she grips the little red book : : {
. . as the gown? and masks : P ©, .
s ’ attack L
. - she ts awake. .
~ straining
her neck to look
# at the doctors smiling
- and the camera | _- jerklng .. o
Ty . in the sweaty grlp of an unseen technhc1an
. . \ :
“f ) L )
“the scalp's red edges , ' ‘
; ' . fl _ B \
i , yapara S
at the touch of the knife
the ropm heaves _ [i
 the masks chatter: ‘ ' S !
- ' ' -+ these men have reached an agreement
about the conten{s
: . "of her little yellow skull
‘ a hand reaches in . , .
_ to the hole in heré“ead ‘
i; v almost to the wris
Jerks out something soft’
' purpllsh
it is- drppped into a silver dish
held up, first to the lens
L then to the woman's'
e . face , . -
she smiles as though she recognizes it. v
. . ’ . R
' ! . @
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. *
U .,,_,_A_,u(. T O
anaesthesia . .
] . ' o
2% : - .
. sleep

‘ perform the opetration

A while she - .

sleeps. ' .

..
-

she  drinks the sweet gas.

sips it like wine ,

only the lips do not touch ' :
the rim of the glass

& *

LY

this lady'left earth

' . ' - and heaven PR
went dowf _ :
linto the pit !
the road was dark :
the night D

she has fallen

- the sword, spins down

- shrleks as it meets bone
voices of men e
clicking of metal 1nstrument§
a hush - .

‘they have dlscovered

the poems

deteriorating in her brainpan
like a bag

of small, bﬁiﬁsed'pears.



S—— .

from .
the summits

of heaven

she looked into the pit

she was.a goddess
on the summitas
of heaven
but her heart was in hell

0 Inanna -
on the summits

Your heart in hell!

-
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. the wdrm that we know
'is a multi-coloured

.self-seeking -

‘he dwells in
. of the bowel
R : {

. v

he relles heav1ly .
on unhappiness and fear .

to get him t

he is thé sa
of idiots.

[N

" he is crafty:

the'wprm tha
is a gizzard
come to peck

- tail sucker. ",u

the dark *"?r ; 5&'

b3

s and heart. -

hrough his days. S

crificial animal

if you hold a piece of raw meat in front of your
his pinhead pokes out to snlff 1t.

but he will not eat.

he wants fresh pulsing gut.

o
. ¢

t we know : -
pecker
yours.

liPSI

ot
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from a hymn to the worm .

[y

i am. the qoédé'g

whose body .
~~ is the temple

of a worm.

is there ‘any way

to speak . o .

of the invisible .
‘the nameless malignaney

’ made firm '

in the soft, cold flesh

of the worm

of his water-thin blood
his radiant eyes, ’

which glisten like stones

stuck in his flat head -ii
of the bone in his tongue

which can bore into.

the great muscle

of the heart

and of the roots, which“twine themselves there?

\
i have pleaded with the worm
to leave my insides
offered ‘tears and burnt grasses .
i.have cut off my hair
and fed him bloody meals
which i could hardly swallow

but his cold heaviness

throbs 'still in my belly %

in the night

i feel him

turning and crawling _
when i walk & ) ¢
i hear only the low humming of the worm

e
Codrmer e o T
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¥ trom a hymn to the worm .‘;"
LS
, ¢
o 3. | ,
in the @ inbow garden ' ’3 -
i offer myself =
an offering to myself
-
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You don't tell me what you have found. _ ,
You only tell me what you. have lost. ~
, :
. |

-Akkadian proverb’

-
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the tower

the queen builds a tower
to heaven

with the skulls
of unsuccessful suitors.

. . & ‘
walls of the skull sweet and moist
and moist of walls the sweet skull
of moist sweet skulls and the wall

_qsist'abd sweet wall of the skulls
and sweet of sxulls the moist wall

the -wall of skulls sweet and moist
- . \ .
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from 2 hymn to the‘wofm

5.

a
Lo
ST e

could it be ,
that evil becomes me S
and under less profound circumstances .’
than these ' :
you, the worm ”
and i |
could pleasure ourselves
f endlessly
with ennui

loose talk
and the witless kick K : "
of pure pain? R



"

"/ oh worm \\\;

.you'bless my dreams

with.the cruelty
shining -
% in your round black eyes
you -are a single- stringed 1nstrument
you are elegant

as a swan -

o
i

there are fingerprints on my heart
they are all youts

.

J . . ‘ -

Lpe

11




BV I
she had a' lovelineas - -
i't was said of her

" how she cadrisd her beauty o

like fhét;ising moonlight
] .

1*in'the coldest room of the tower
she -waits, présses \
dried fruit
, - to her lips o ' N
what is here - \
for the lady ' .

, giver of delights? | C
. her arms ache to embrace o P .
a chiild, . o - - ‘
' a tree, a young goat
: -

she attends the monthly buzz and shudder
_ of unseen organs :

the cat peers into ‘the bowl

‘betweeh her white thighs
" Wipes . them adoringly

with wet noseleather

she bends to him - ~ ‘ -

he inhales love syllaLles from her 1lips‘ : -

in dreams . N
her friends are all become sick

znd old . . . —

hey oclutch at. her robe I o ‘.
upon waking o o,

she finds : . > c i

two small red . PN - .
. . .holes ; ot \\\\\<\ . o
~in her'haqg\\ ' . , ~_

o , ) » ~ :
’ . \ . v o . ’ n\_‘
she has not soothed her insides ' . ‘

with a man . . i
for months ' L

- _— .

in dreams
she feels a\warm and dark presence o

undresses slpwly -
and makes a Rale neck




she

she

sh;

she

shg

craves
craves

craves

'[
craves
r

craves

e
1 .. . ,Cv !
/K . |
) . \S
Sy
. ¢ . .
k ] . 7
! ’ ‘ * .
she craves the bed of queenship ~ - ° Lo
'\ . . ~ z.. . . . . \ N
the bed . T ' \\\
her dress is wéven, of the tongues of cows
the bed § ; R B
the earth is -tied to her'foot'as agifndal'
the bed'\ o - '
' the eldest daughter of Sin .
the bed | . )
. she is a life;giving wild cow ",
the ®ed' . . e
. ‘ ‘ . ) ‘ .
- L. /
' ./') '!. ! !
. .



4 - coming down ndw full
: L from the togwer
\ . ‘just the ided .

' -lashed to the brain

. T v | :
oo C she set her mind upon below
‘ ‘ o set her mind on it
) she setgher mind upon below
! | o , T down to hell she\walked\away
" ' : [
walked away down . . f,'
the not seen - , ; ) 1
she moves as )
~ripples in ‘tall grass
‘' shadows -on water -
‘tall in the land moving
‘a green shoot in a dead iand
.her heart- is' piping in the wllderness )
llke a blrd complaining .

’ .



“a

she sets forth . :
: with a darkened face

the always.laughing.‘ \

Dalways rejoieing maid C
the maid Inanna 3 _ ;
how'she'weep3? | . ‘k
[ :
she takes 'up her clothing o R
the perfect stones -
and walks down : _
) to : ' ' o < ~
the ' _
- ' etty. z



.

it is afternoon
it is afte o

he puts out his hand
for the rod

at the gate

that she sees |

p the first looming

, 0f the dark city

the worm singsYto her
rich, sl)ow voice
of theMvorm
who lives )
in the small ruin of her heart

16



.,

\ voices murmurlng

' euphorbia splendens -

~

#
the coldest pdgth
moon dangerously swollen
in a white sky

grey blrds scgeamlng,
_ hungry.

he stood framed in the doorway
face frozen in glass

the heavy wooden

mask

grinning on his shoulders

a rag drawn across the loins
go in.

[}

-

she entered the room
paleness ‘
of a dry, strlpped dogbone
in empty )
stone jars : J
something burning
in a back room ;-
he was wearing a red shlrt
he was asklng if she
would like
some coffee.

she stood by
the window

-rubbing the smooth carved bear

the devils clawed at the glass
nipples stiffened '

in fear
fingers wrapped themselves tightly

P3
crown
of thorns

shugurra,

theé desert crown

taken howling from her head:

N

around his ten year-oid

17



the blood moved siowlyu~~ . .
out of the small round holes.

his hand holds out the white cup

they drink together in the smoky room
dquiet. :
it is after .

noon .and he is smiling
and wearing a red shirt

h) ’ »

her heart was frozen in hell

18



T have '_a_""thf‘ﬁaf'“_

the throat
smeared with sticky salve
which burnt
blotches into the skin

burned down to the throatbone
the throat inside scraped_

where did she find the bandages

~scarves woven from dried weeds and sticks

-socks bursting wlth pickers .
wound

like tournlquets

fastened with pins

. fascinated reading the
.watkins  tin
plnhead print tells how
to make an ointment
"ball the size of a pea
wrap it in
. gauze
and _
swdllow it.

(could the greasy pellet streaking
down your gullet :
heal in passing

or
did it sit .
in a pit

down there
giving off
beneficial fumes?)
» » ¢
we know, then
that followed nights
of dark, itching fire
(insane, trying to blow
: - downwards.
some cool 1
breath
for the :
. suffering neck)
pain drawn like a bow *‘
across the cords of her throat

19
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|

.and mornings  * . o

when came
the stripping: ’ R

# she stood with eyes closed
swaying on her feet a
little feverish

L]

'5to receive the cold,: sweet shock -

of air
on haxi.throat B ‘ /
N (raw, sticky skin) _
making the throat inside scraped o A
the sore throat .

‘feel like .a tube of | ) ﬁ\\

porcelain

-again, a whade .instrument

/

¥



<

come closer «
here
lift your arms

.open the robe L

and give lis your breast stones
and the pectoral gems °
that dazzle men .

these also
she loses

'
-

take the maiden
uncover her heaft

=
) 21
Y .
0y .
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{

in the fifth year she comes to thé'fifth door.

the gatekeeper at the fifth door is herself,

" leaning easily aggadsmst the dtones, smiling a little.

w

. L o ' .
nere she realizes she has always been the gatekeeper

. : . N
the gatckeceper takes the golden ring ’
she does not ask "why do-.you do this?" ,
she swys "i feel that i hold a key in my hand"

'this:waS/in the fifth yecar at the fifth gate

T



»

by this gate, art thou measured

T -Ezra Podhd,
"Canto XLVII"

at this last

the robe falls ' .

to her feet
a stiff heap
flesh meets water . ’
at the edge
is no turning

step‘down~1ady:
) : this is the pool.

1.

in the middle of a-burnt lake
we sit

and discuss the advantages

of imprecise vision

faces float
v serious
in the steam
there is hope in this ‘pool
there is talk of spirit river

23



- 2.

!

out of this element

between water and air

looms  the face

> looms the face

of the drowned man,

a dark planet
: in the vapour

clouds move toward us

lowering

like huge dark hands !

there is hope in this pool
there is talk of no name creek

24



3. N

.. one’ eye opens ' , i . _
its dark breathing cell : |
looms' calm and speckled

' e in the steam

an eye- N .
upon which all eyés are focused
L f . R

‘n

i

there 'is hope in this 'oll -

in the face of the stranger

25
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! ! . .
from a hxmn_gg the worm T

“ " .
L | N o B .
7. | ﬁ

of evenings
the light-shy
worms
conduct their business
migrants on the ,’
long lonely journey ) ”\
from the stomach: -
to .think of .
families :
of eyeless creatures
, ‘ whole c1v1llzat10ns
nurtured :
in a blind alley

you can see them

if you shit in a warm place

if it's too cbld S
they burrow . .

into the warm shit

sometimes '

you can remove them

with a. flnger ' \ ‘

>\'in’the light . R /
" they butrrow ;7
“into the warm finger «/

; .

' ?
in legend o "/ . BTN
they- wajt ' e
in candy and cake // _
warmed .in the gullet/’ -
they awake . / o
squirming : ; <
sharp nips a

.~ .go forth -and
blind heads poking

.’the body:
an 1nfested tube

<

26



! .
from'a hymn to the worm . | .
or " ’ |
l .
- 8 o’ \ § : \.
W ’ ] »_

therel is a powder -
licked from a blade ,
makes molars firm ’

: in sockets, enamelled
the jaw a studded strut
hung by a muscle e

)

o



from a hymn tb the worm

90 | Y ’ K F

all things created -

canals created the marsh [ \

the marsh created

“&atopthache—making worm

~he who' went wedping
tears. K '

flowing before Ea:

.

\ N

.

give me to ‘eat |

give me to drink

that i do not wither -
like @ pilece Ff dry grass

’

the apricot ,is yours, worm

the ripe fig

’

"1 starve in this bowl of dust

pah! what are fruits to me Ea?

L1 ft me up

for my lsucking 4
lift me to dwell among teeth

and gums {

from a white tooth

‘there i will gnaw at gums

and feed upon roote

ane

I

in that cave 1 wiiZ suck blood -

- 28
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from a hymn to the worm

10. | C

-

the illuminated chart

' crabbed with cavities

crude brown slashes
in enamel
enamel

!
i

there is nothing like a ro

3

ot here
\



You'have
So what?

You haquve:

S0 what?

You have

So what?
You have
So what?

gone.
stayed.
stood.

returned.

-Akkadian proverb

\



!
if you feel happy then -
' go as you.
are you feel
happy if you
' are and you
T are hapﬁy if you.
go as yoy feel yoh

° are.

- .-

&)

\\ ifryou feel like smilih'apé
A feel happy as you
4& . are laUghin.tﬁen
‘.you feel as yog
| go you are happy if
you feel you can
' go és‘you

are

31



in the rainbow gardens

-

and the forests will echo with laughter

and ‘1t makes me wonder ! A
— . . , - . - f N . - - A ‘ . . . ;. . y\.gr

-Led Zeppelin,

o

"Stairway to Heaven"

is the joy of totems ' . ;
! . 3 .

eyes swirling

dark circles in wood - -j 1

flowers ' }

~ dive Lo -
frilled head/\first ' :
1nto the earth _ . -

yellow roots kicking -

the soil shakes hugely with laughter
; '
these gardens hum
there is the inner jazzllne of roosters,

combs
blasting off 1like cherry bombs

happy with _
music and - . o \
being headless : S :
{

the totems are welcome in our gardens

the lady hears wind ! '
_ whlstllng through headholes‘

mad toothless heads

open | laughing in forests alonée

32
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my vagina is fine
yet it 18 satd ‘

- among my peoplea_ . . _ S
that %t is useless- for me |

I . . -

-Akkadikan proverb
\ _

‘ . o
'

. i .
once the liping was fresh
now it's withered and dead
the walls of my uterus
no longer are red

alas! it has happened
the ‘thing. 1 most feared .
my sweet breasts have dwindled
i'm growing a beard °

. . .
oh who will pry open
the closed gates of horn
and dig out this monster
who will not be born?.

®

N

33
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dat ole debbil worm

I S

H

-
ke

vho dat danein
wid dat |
ole debbil worm?

vhat she want
wid dat v
ole debbil worm?

#

|

" dat da she-god

she Gon 8shake
shake

shake

tm loose
im loose

im loose

34



- o - T to tell the truth- T T S \ o

about inar’a - !
scholars say

inanna was ambitious
and agressive

inanna was determined
’ o ' to become o
mistress
of the underworld
inamna had a '
long-standing reputation
for deceit

) . t

it is true

hér name has no
red-flannel reliability
if gary moore

brush~cut and bow-tied
shouted

_ /111 The Real, Inanna Please Stand Up?
1 don't kndh\if she would 7

but scholars
they have the breath of fishes . ) o ‘<



Y

L4

”

yoﬁ think this is some
kind of joke
a worm

and a garden?

e, ¥ -

36
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ashes ashes ashes :
o the tomb thi great queen falls

-



demeter kore
demeter kope
Kere demever
kore Jdemeter
demeter kore
kore Jdemeter

demeter kore
denmeter Kere

kirve demeter

kore demeter
demeter Kore:

Rope demeter

demeter kore
demeter kore
koro demeter
kore demeter
demeter kore
kore demeter

38
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1 speak to you
as the eldest daughter of Sin
/ i am the goddess -
' who has the key
who. is  second to
no one of the gods

4my'sister séraddles

the throne of hell '
: _ - naked SRAN .
she must have her husbands :
her children '
the Bearing One ‘ ,
in her are all the motherwombs assembled ' .

L]

' no sheet covers her well-kissed breasts
.naked- L oL

i

as ‘a pitcher

'my entrails, o my entrails'
' this sister moans

1
t

i have seen her lips caress
the cold skinny prick ' .
of death . _ i
this one ' ' . ‘

o



t

1

.
. ) . .
. . ( By
. . /

in the rainbow gardens . , .

‘)the two gueens meet.

\

naked inanna - , N

_ falls to he? knees
in the dust : \
with swollen tongue and throat
too -dry to speak

the beating one enters
squats on her seat
legs opened
dlmly red and shining -
.in the darkness

\
in these halls of dust
is no stirring,
no striving
all time waits
' ' . for the Death .
and the Birth o

thls is the hour . ' |
this is. the hour of eternltf‘ :

40



"in the mind . .
death is organic - C ) -
we are constantly informed - | B :
of its presence ’

‘ the faint shaddw in a mirror = b,

a breath, swift indrawn ; R
a photograph ' a

the hand redchlng
out

! i - ‘ ) \
in"the eye y

it waits, darkly shining

the eye holds only stillness

gazes neither in"front

nor behind |
returns ltS own glance

and again, the same

AW
death sings ’ :
‘death sings tonight 1n pu151ng genltals
death dances
o , death dances in your 1over s face
i : : death laughs '
déath laughs in our ears as we sleepm.

[

t
{



so the gatekeeper did not stop you
50 the vizier did not say walt'
‘SO you stand now

-+ in front 'of the spike

there will be no
taking up of the robe here ‘ \
nothlng to keep you from' drownlng
in the dust of hgll
nothing to keep
your nakedness .
from the eyes of your sister
on her throne. o "
\ from the eyes of the hopplng spirits
~the annunaki, which surround her _—
they fasten the eyes of death upon you
there is a spike waiting for you here,
: \ | lady
Qa" . ' ’
here is the place - . (
» which flnds your deceit :
' . . yeuripride . \
your impatience

\A' . your lust i |
¥ 1 . T

your baleful heart is beyond soethivg‘



;

. naked the goddess kneels to receive her death

\

all eyes become" fastened upon her

1

the eyes of death i

[

l
seven judges utter the word

P

~which tortures the imperfect Splrlt

howls in headholes
Illke a sick anlmal

the queen of heaven sickens . -

for her they bullt the hoyse of the heart

‘the queen of heaven sickens

. the queen of heaven sickens

-

\

L ©. for in her was all healing found

\

.

: R i

nowa danca deatha’

nowa danca deatha
nowa danca. deatha

nowadeath
nowadeath
nowadeath

&x\\ ; : ' nowadeath .

» o - N

her body was a corpse

that hung
‘' lon a spike
. :

) : L LA
birth cries echo in the rainbow

1 . . v

- !

«

?

|

!

gardens‘

<L\

for 'Hers was the power to desﬂroy the zndestruckmble

43
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in this hottest month
of purification

i ‘address'you .

1 . |
the Ladysof the Wilderness
the Lady of Desolation

the Lady of 'All Eventualities

i have lived six weeks
in the edin

the valley of bones
hungered and thirsted
-and dust and clay
have been my food

‘no man ‘or woman has come to me

and i1 have gone to no woman or man _
- \

i have seen the worm

he has come to me

in the dry heat of day

and at npight, in dreams

his seven elements have tried

to suck ' : :

the last warm breath

from my chest

: \

i have seen in my cup

a fear of damnation ,

a fear of the one word spoken

QEK : ) , ’ the name

45



° . !
i ! ’
in the room

in this room.
i am dead
you -are dead

2.

H .
H ' . .

\ in the spring

i get on a plane

and travel to a warm climate \
i lie on a beach ~\ g
i visit a prison

i ride buses

when i return

i carry a lighter suitcase
and leave it, still packed by the bed

I

|
3.

in the summer
you take’ to the road :
and stay with friends, converts, family
you play cards '
you drink tequila ‘in the desert
you sell leather belts
when you-return i
you carry a bunch of sagebrush
~and leave it in a bucket outside the door



4,

in this room:
you are dead
i am dead
' ‘ v
i legye this room
i am alive

you stay ‘in the room

47



milk fever : , i

you're right it's
no good to ery over spzlled milk

Thut on/J a fool

wouldn't change milkmen

-Marylou Dietz

/

you have not tasted mllk

from an animal < :
only from waxed cardboard, glass, plastic

" milk from an animal |

might taste raw, dirty, genital
might bé buzzing with microbes '
which your pale :
, soft stomach-
wouldn't ’know what to do with

‘
when all the containers are broken

‘you will have to lick

your milk :
off the floor T i
' as it drips from the table

you drink a lot of milk

it will take & long time

to get enough :

the milk mixed with hairs and crumbs
will si.ken your tongue

make your throat convulse

1
|

you could lap milk
from cupped hands

'but it would be animal, sweat and dirt

a woman's nipple
warm and alive in your mouth
1s out of the question.



e

what are we going to do

about you :
and your milk? o



(g

Lo

'Y

death comes calling .

we watch television
we watch a documentary S -
about a tribe ‘

of leftover mayans .

against 'trees Ry I R
the 'men lounge in shapeless dresses .
puffing big cigars -~ _ i
they are :

all beautifuyl.
the women mash corn in a trough

1t will fefment

the nmen And women will drink the mash

at. thelr corn ceremony

they have N . ;
rituals ‘ 8

for all the seasons

we have : :
the blue glow ' -

in this cold room :

1t I's all

the motion

we have

vou leave the raom . C,
and start screaming :
i watch you on the floor
you lie on yeur back
shivering ' ?
you tell me you think you are
‘ dying-

your death comes calling

‘the lacondones smile shyly
‘at tho camera

a voice tells use : . ,
there are approximately three hundred lacondones



i cover you with a blanket
later i will tell you
that i see your death .

j every day

.g‘ .,v )
s 1 cannot comfort

51



tonight
the air spiced.
with' the sin-sweet smell

of the evening mushroom
the worm and i ' ” . J
will suffer . ) v A
a parting of ways , ‘ ' :

1 will put him from me
i will raise the dead : (
i will raise: the dead . ’

‘ '~ . cating and alive '
so the dead

. ’ ' v
b : ’ Outhumbgr the living!



Rad

" She is coming

Inanna is coming from the pit!

{

hellwise the spiky demons scurrled
from out of the dry land . ' .

)

scurried like. bats

where hearth is baxren
where sky threatens |
where milk-churns

jiggle no longer

in our laps :

and milk sours
where coyote stalks the lamb
wherg,sééd lies scattered

on dry ground '
where river and stream run fouled

! -

through sunless halls ‘of the dﬁad . : L g

She is.coming

cat not

‘She is coming

, rom the
drink not '
: witer of death
thgy asked for the corpse
hanging on a spike . f
sixty times scattered
the food of life - G
‘the living water ;
‘Inanna stood up alive
out of 'the dust 'and

fields of the dead

Inanna is coming from the pitl !

Inanna is coming Prom the pit!

1

> R C \

!
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- from the chapter . - o 1
of the coming forth )
o by day
/ )
\
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o
T A

S o |
“one cool wet mor¥ning
you will meet
The Lady A |
who comes Forth | \
) * out of Darkness
x.

L ,
standing beside;the river
you will look up
and see . \ )

‘The Eater of the Dead

perhaps you w1ll walk

in early summer o ‘
with _

- The Shining One

give it ‘to her : ‘ S
give it up h
- to her
give it to 'her
give it up

" “to her

s



|
N ! . ' , . ‘ .
. 'wWhen. the wild‘bull’cbmes to her
he comes with a chant 5
a chant to move her heart

56
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from a love-song to the lord of light

o last night
as i o .
the queen
- was shining brighg
last night

as 1i : :

. the queen of heaven
was shining bright P

1
1

as i was shining bright .
as i was dancing alone \
as 1 uttered a song |
to the coming .«
night

he came to me
' . o the lord
he heard my song

he came to me ] L
' N the lbrd of light
he heard my song ' S



\

from a love-song to the lord of light

i

2. -
the night blrd\31ngs a wild not% ‘\
as i
gaze upon hlm :
as. i

caress the lord

his hand he puts
/ : on my hand
as i | :
rejoice in him !

his heart he puts . '

next to my heart
as i O .
give.life' to hlm

hﬂs song brlngs deep joy !
in the nlght

l

i will drink With him the fresh milk
the sweot Ccream

i w1ll watch over hlS house of tlife

¥ . ;
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~ from a hymn of the goddess to herself

it
it

it

it

Tally, the kfng will plow it for you

he

the king will plow it for you

is a bright new crescent
is a hillock for me
high and wide in the plaln
is.a fallow field . . o o
' where the uz-bird pipes with longing '
is wet ground, soft and rlch

wno w111 plow 1t for me?

!
\

lies watting at your side

'plow it for'me, my love

59



she craves the bed lof the singing heart

she craves the bed
she craves the bed of the sweet lap
she craves the bed

" by his sweet, by his sweet bed
by his honey bed of the re301c1ng heart
-by his honey bed

by his swegtghed of the honey lap
. “' RO | ,

he c9 Y

- > for her



from a love-song to ih lord of 1i : '
. a g to e : uw,_iﬂﬂﬁ N

|

¥ i ' t ) &
"% 7 in the hot 'sun - .
: he meets me
ard we rejoice together
in his honey bed B .

B
his green gaze waters the plain
he is a sprouting garden ' K
yhe is the honey-man : '
' ' the honey-man , .
, , of the gods S
I‘ favoured ' .
2 of my womb ‘ -
whose lips are ‘honey ‘ s
- whose hands and - ' - = .
" limbs and cheeks o ¢ o .
) are sweet ) : ' ‘
) honey 1
he -sweetens me ever

| ) . ’

"he prepares a sweet, fruitful couch .

in the midst ‘ S
L ©of the house : . o E
my sweetener ' A , '
, g of the navel ‘ ¢ .
‘hé is sweet lettuce ’

my wildi bull ! _

of the fair thighs

his green gaze waters the plain
‘ he is a tall leafing tree
he is the honey-man ;
the honey-man . : o
' of the gods

e

sweet lettuce
of my heart

his is the honey
. . of my mouth
. the sweet juice. . :
‘ ) of my holy lap - ) P
he sweetens me ever _ o O

\
1




In me
0 - find the Mother

I awake and
. stand up
shining! . )
You have gathered my flesh together

My left side ‘ :

is joined to my right side

and my hands hold hlgh :
the reedshoots ‘

I am cover?d

»

I am praised and
cothe forth ' A
loved! '
You have -given me my heart again

~ iy @
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-

from the many tales
of her aplendour
" her great tri hs
her nealing hands !
3 + Cag
she has selectéd these:

N ) o
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\\ «Afterword . §. '
N ——— e - 3
. \(\\ ’ | ) . N : ) ' I

' Thc“tabgots and fragments which provide the text of the

N

goddosw Inanna’ *<ﬂnﬂ$ey to the‘unﬁerworld were excavated at

‘,“ . ~— « '

lepur and at UL. They were lanlled in the flxst half ofI
. B :

thc.socond.mlllen;um B.g.‘ The date of th01r compos;tlon is

unknown; but. becausce Sumerian literature goes back t& the
. ' e ! ‘ .
middle ot the third millenium B.C., most .scholars éskimate
/ ! . L

. the composition datoe to be somewhat earlier than the date of
. . N 1

,

i.nsCr{iptiomo For translations of the texts, I hgye relied
pllmdill} ongﬁandar and Kramer, and have compared their ver- ©

.
sions. th&fouhvts taken from toxts listed in the biRlio-
r .
“gxaphy and from the translation: of the Ur table “ts in theq“

Sunero- \kkadlan LOllC ction, Pritish Muséhmt Following.isva
brief summary,or the main evénts‘of the mythiﬁﬁ."ﬂ )
. s , . <

Inanna, Queen of Heaven and goddess of the fert&le"

axth, decides to VlSlt th underworld. Though some scholars
v . ) '1“?‘-
hypothesize about her motlveﬁr nowhere do thP' xns indicate

l
-y,

Pa 1quon for Her Journev- in #this she d;rferb from the hero

v

ligures .- IshLar, Odysseus, Heraclcs, Oxphous and others -

- : ‘J'
A whofsuccocdcd her.. Her Joulney takes placL 1n summer, in the

7

ndPK soason otwpurlrloatlon, when water is gbarCu. - Before she
. i B
floayos tne carth she garbslhcrsolf.i%rher diviné garments and
and, instructs her minis tLr Nlnbhubar _to mourn for,
» gl
. ,y*., S

.l' ¢ N . o *
“her . and plead with the great ggdSHto'save h&r-life 1f sHe,has



. : o | L -
o not - returned within three d ve. When she reaches the outer
door of the underworld ‘she cohmlts a 51h by lying to the
gatoketper about . the rbason for jher Vlslt she says she has.
come to at'tend last rltes for Her brother-in-law. . The gate-

Keeper consults w1th his mlstJeSS‘and is 'given permission to

. allow Inanna to enter.: ShL m&st pass thxough seven gates,
< v <

;}z and at each one a garment is, Temoved, until she enterS'the:
ar A Rl
-v{ ~ halls of'the dead,(nqﬁed

kfy :‘ ‘ . 'xgv ‘4 ;q;% o : , 21? ;.

‘. .-~10 'S merlan conccptlon of hell is difficult to env1sage.

' » _ﬂ;héﬁggfé Qf hell 1s a gaplng monster, the jambs -are 'a

i i ,?%f;éhﬁrb le%e.to slash down wicked men'. The Edzn is a place
(fif dgjiyg%re one can drown 1n/dust -, a desert; a Death Valley

. :QYLt 1n hell also lle~'£he.ra1nﬁow gardens of the Lady' which

vy ¢

L'

Sandars compares to Virgil's asphodel mcadow, a place for

’

the rttreshment of thc dead " Kramer asserts that- ‘;he very

idea of paradise (as a garden of the gods) 1is Sumerlan'
.Y

In'hell Lnanna"meets her sister, Qreshkigal' who relgns

O

. as Queen of the Underworld and sxts naked on her throne.

1
/ N

.1 .47« The dnnunak?, the saven: Judges of hell fasten the eye of
death upon Inanna and she’ Q.Lckcns andbdles, her body is hung
. [ 3 .
s _ ‘H‘ ‘ _?
- on-a spike. ‘ S
B A : ' S ‘ RN

"‘
i

[

u

anﬁﬂ&le, Nlnzgubar does hlS d%ty and 1mplores var-

LI 1ous‘gods to\save h mlstress. Each of them answers that

_ "she is insatiable and ‘must suffer the fate she has brought
6 N . . . N : ! ' H vv

ve .
s . - -

’ . ‘ ‘ .
FOR o * : , , ' ¥ x e



1'from city t01c1ty in Sumer. on'the way the party encounters

ia

upon herself. But Enki, the water god, is grieved, and so

fashiong the Kugarru and the Kalaturru; to these two sexless
creatures he gives the .food and water of life and instruc- ,

tions to scatter |these 11bations upon the goddess' corpse.

They travel to* the underworld.‘and revive her.

anotherlln her place, for no, one, ever left hell

!
®

ing a price.

t . o . -

Inanna now ascends from the pit- w1th th deVlls of bhe .!!?

underwor}d fastened to her, yalklng w1th her. She travels ‘_i’
B . ‘ 3 L

-

> .
various subjects of thL goddess whom ‘the dev1ls want to’ -

N ;,(
abduct \Qhell as hostages. But Inanna refuses to let them ™

‘,

be taken. Flnally they meet Dumuzi, the shepherd husband o’

- Inanna, who neither makes obtlsance to her or appears to be

! .
in mournlng-as ‘he 51tsﬁh1gh on his throne. And upon him She \

'fastens the eye of death. Sandags' translation concludes
k)

AR
/*Thls was{how holy Inanna, gave up her shephanﬁ into the power
of the devils'. - v - A , L '
; e -
. o , _
7 . ‘ 3
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