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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

In the brondest sense the purpuose of socis
planning is to anticipate and resolve social
probiems, As a result of the continuing high
tevels of unemployment in the provincee and
the accompanying social stress, the challenges
tor social planning have never been greater,
Although our resources are limited the Ed-
monton Sociad Planning, Council has continued
tos play its part in highlighting some of the
damaying social problems that presently con-
tront us and in working with social agencies in

the community to develop constructive solu-
tions,

Some ot the programming highlights trom Lhe
past year include the tollowing:

Unemploymenl's Social Costs: Strategies for
Survival

I February 1984 the Council, along with the
Family Services Association and the
Department of Family Studies of the
[niversity o Alberta, organized a very well
attended warkshop to enable those in the
helping, professions o belter anderstand, and
responed to, the punishing social costs of rising
unemplovment in Alherta. Strategios examineed
during the warkshop included maintaining selt
esfeem, paining financial control, counselling
stratesics tor tamilies of the unemployed and
selt help strategies for those who are without
W(‘l'l\“

Work For All: Changing Perceplions of Work,
Leisure, Employment and Unemployment

As a resull of the unemployment workshop a
network of sodlal agencies bepan holding
regutar information meetings on issues relating
to unemployment and work. An important
development for the network was the decision
to organize a two day workshop, entitled
“Wark for All: Changing Perceptions of
Work, Leisure, Employment and
Unemployment”. The workshop is planned for
March, 1985 and will be fed by

Dr. Robert Theobald, an internationally
known coonomist, educator, fulurist ard
author,

Workshops on Unemployment

Throtighott the year staff of the Council were
called npon to present material to various

canferences, workshops and commitlees on the

impact of unemployment as a member of a
panel on individuals, families and
communities. In particidar a staff worker
spoke at the Conference on T luman Work,

The Social Costs of Unemployment

With Hnancial support from Alberta
Manpower, stalt of the Coundl began o shudy
af the social costs of unemployment. The
stuely involves a thorough review and analysis
ot the THerature and the application of the
research findings to the present situation in
Alberta,

‘HBronwn Bag” Lunchtime Torums

During the year the Crogram Committee of
the Board conlinued o organize monthly
‘brown

bag” lunchtime {forums in order to provide an
vpportanity for members of the Council and
the public to learn mare about emerging secial
questions, In 1984 pues( speakers Jed
discussions on such issues as privatizalion and
the implications

tor the nem-prodit sector, youth
unemployment, women's issues and the social
implications ol the Alberta government's white
paper on Industrial and Science Stratepny

First Reading

Although financial vestrictions did not allow
the Coundil o maintain its publication First
Reading on a monthly basis throughout the
year, interest in the publication has continued
lo grow, Feature articles during the year
included unemployment, wife assault, chill
abuse, cducation, the new Canada Heallth Acl,
immigration and privatization. A new Editor
was recently hired for the publication and it is
hoped that in fulure editions of First Reading
meore members of the Council will be prepared
to write for L.

Inter-Agency Co-ordinalion

During 1984 the Council received an
increasing number of requests for assistance
with interagency co-ordination or co-
aperation. [t is apparent that the Councit is
viewed as an organization which does not
have a vested interest in the particular issue,
but dloes have the erpanizational and planning
skills thal are necessary Lo establish some clear
direction and purpaose,

In this regard the Council was asked to
orpanize o day long workshop that addressed
the issue of the invotvement of children in
prostitution. As a result the Edmonton Youth
Services Co-operative has been established in
order to examine ways of improving services
o street involved vouth.

The Council was also active in the later part
of the year in assisting o plapning committer
representing Board members of community
bised day care and out of school care centres
who woere concermned about the future tunding
ab day care in the city. A workshop entitled
‘Keeping the Quality' attracles] over cighty
interedted Board members and eveniually led
to the information of the Fdironton Coalition
for Quality Childcare.

As well research conducted by the Coundil
into Parenting Programs and Support Services
in Edmonton encouraged the Co-ordinating
Committee for Darenting Agencies o approach
the Coundil for assistance in organizing a onc
day workshop for agencies and individuals
involved in providing parent education
programs,

Privatizalion

With an article in First Reading, parlicipation
in a ‘hrown bag” lunchtime torum and a
namber of presentations at public mectings,
stafl of the Coundil have continued their
interest in the question of privatization and its
likely impact on the quality and delivery of
social services in the province.

Evaluation and Needs Assessments

During 1984 the Councit was frequently asked
for assistance by social service agencics with
program evaluations and needs assessments.

As well as conducting a number of evaluation
waorkshops statf of the Council compleled an
evaluation tor Big Sisters Society and
conducted a needs assessment for the Bovs
and Girls Club of Edmonton,

Roger Soderstrom Resource Library

Since the olficial dedication of the Council's
resource lbrary work has continoed on the
lassifying and cataloguing of materia
incTuding the listing of Al of the holdings on
the compuler, As well the Council has further
developed its contracts with ather planning
voundils and national social wellare
organizations and has continued to purchase
current studies and reports ol interest to s
members and the community.

A Guide to Social Development Informaltion
in Edmonton

Puring the summer project stalf of the Council
procuced a very well received Guide to Social
Development Information in Edmonton. The
panide Tists andd deseribes aver seventy libraries
in the dity that have holdings of interest to
researchers in social work, social policy and
social welfare. As well the suide includes a
250 keyword index that identities the most
snitable libraries for tinding materials on any
particular subject.

The MNuts and Bolts of Community Based
Economic Development

With the assistance of Flealth and Welfare
Canada the Coundl, published the proceedings
of its conference on community based
economic development. Requests for the book
continue to be received from all parts of the
country.

Training and Consultation

Requests from social service agencies and
community groups for assistance with
planning warkshops, dlarifying board staft
rales and responsihilities, and problem solving
were received in increasing numbers during
1984, Vurther copies of the Board Staff
Waorkbook continue to sell very well right
across the country,




