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ABSTRACT
A study is made of the rp1eup1ayed by cu]turaj‘valués and w
attitudes in theAperceptiOn,and-evaluation of a particular bio-
physical énvinonment: The percepfion'and evaluation of the natives
gnd 1nnd3,of the New ! >rld by the sixteenth century Spaniards were
gu1ded by the va]ue system and att1tudes towards the world and life

2

which dominated their thinking and behavior. The more genera]1zed

> i

"manifestation of these attitudes took the form‘of a preoccupat1on with

ga)n1ng and upho]d1ng honor. The perception and evaluation of the New
s

Wor]d environment were greatly 1nf]uenced by th1s preoccupatlon

The appraisal of the worth of the New World inhabitants and the

estimate of their characters became; in many ways, independent of tne

particular behavior and culture exhibited/6§ the Indian. Driven by

" a desire to maintain seigneury and live as a Jord,'the Spaniard did

not‘%af] to see in the Indian a being who could fit his purpose
admirably; consequent1y, the Indian wa§ partrayed s‘a;man'of inferior
qualities dndicu]ture, destined to obey, sefve énd be guided;py the
Spaniard. | | |

The cu]tura] att1tudes of the s1xteenth century Span1ard were not
favorab]e to the deve]opmen; of natural resources and the creat1on
anq accgmu]at1on of cap1ta1.‘ The Spaniard busied h1mse}f above all in ‘

éining and upﬁblding honér, whj}elbe]ieving any personal invo]vement

in the producfibn of material wealth to berdisgracerT.

It is the Qriter's‘beTief that the economic behaVior of the sixA

'%eenth century Span1ard in the New World cannot be understood proper]y

_w1thout a careful cons1derat1on of the inner be11efs, ]onglngs and

asp1rat10n$ which méﬁjvated(iggse men to action. L

,‘b
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INTRODUCT TON
An examination ot the interpfetdtion that a group ot people

have placed on the human n«m;i natural resources of an envivonment falls
anto the more general relations between such group  of people and the
total natural and social environments with which thvy_drn in contact.

| The concept of natural and human “resources” did not exist in
the mind of the carly sixteenth century Spaniard with the same
c0nnotatjons tﬁat it.carries iﬁ our own mind. The geographer Carl 0.
Sauer has pointed out that the concept of natural resources is largely
derived from our own society' s ceaseless attempt q}/*inding new and
more intensive uses for natural materials. In the same way, the
econqmic org§nizatiqn of modern industrial societies, on a basis of
competetiveness, ihcreésed bfoduction and teehnical, advancement, has
brought into relief the economic fmportance of a qualified, efficiept
and. educated labor force. Sauer, with gre;t insight, has considered
resources as cultural Appraisals. This means that the existence of
resoqrces-is conditional upon a value judgement which acéords to
certain elements of the physical or bio]ogicai eﬁvironment the
attribute of being valued as resources. \fn its turn, the evaluation
of the envirohment is guided by culture. It is cultures that “define)
and‘validate»notibns of progress anq decline, of abundance- and
scarcity, of utility and injury, of hbeauty and ug]iness; of right and
wrong."]n .
Peter’Martyr d' Anghera, an Italian humanfst living at the
Sﬁanish court, gives a»clear pfoof of having notieced the influence of
cu]tu;é on human Judgements when he commented (c. 1520) that:

The Ethiopian thinks that black is a more beautiful



cotor than white, while the white man thinks the

opposite. A bald man thanks himselt more hands, ome

than a hairy one, and a man with a beard Taughy at
. im who 15 without one.  We arve int luenced by

passions rather than quided by reasaon, and the

huan race accepts these toolivh, notions, each

country ftollowing tts own fancy.*

Appraisals are, then, protoundly affected by society and
culture.  As ecach social system organizes the world in accordance with
jts particular structure and requivements, 50 cach culture -- as we
will have occasion to see later in more detail -- screens perception

o o . : 3
of the milieu in harmony with 1ts particular styles and techniques.
It is then necessary to understand man and his culture before we can
unders tand landscapes; we must unders tand what Timits of physical and
mental strain his body will bear; we must learn which choices his
culture makes available to him and what sanctions his fellows impose
upon him to deter him from transgression and to encourage him to
conform,

But, after having already made uée of the term frequently
enough, it is necessary to explain what we wnderstand by “culture".
The term “culture" has a broad meaning, is subject to different
interpretations and, therefore, needs clarification. Sauer defines
“culture as "the learned and conventionalized activity of a group that
N : wd
occupies an area.

- To the geographers Broek and Webb, culture is “the total way of
1ife of a people." In a more explicit characterization, stressing
that culture consists of learned behavior, theysdefine it as “an
historically derived system of standardized forms|of behavior which is

. acquired by the individual as a member of society.i“6 According to this

f

definition we can say. that the cultural behav{?;yﬁearned by, and
{
\



.

thculcated an, the carly sisteenth century Spanish o andividual was to
docompany o to the New World, where vt would quide and Avect b
actians in ocertain ways, .

Prerve Tetlhard de Chardin e<amines the concept of culture with
nore depth than erther SYauer or Brock and Webb o By human culture this,
author reters to the manmitold proces, according to which any human
population, whenever lett to dtselt, dmnediately Starts spontancous ly
to darrange itselt at g social Tevel into an organized systen of ends
and means, in which two basic components are always present (Figure 1) .
First, a materfal component, or "increase in complexity", which
includes both the various types ot implements and tochnigues necessary
to gathering or producing all kinds of food or supplies and the
various rules or laws thch provide‘rhe best conditions for an optimum
birth rate or for a satisfactory circulation of qoods and resources

<
within the Timits of the population under consideratign. Secondly, a
spiritual component, or "increase in consciousness"; namely, some
particular ocutlook-on the world and life (an approach which is at
once philosoéﬁical, ethica¥, aesthetic and religious), the function of

which is to impart a meaning, a direction, and an incent¥Ne or

stimulus to the material activities and development of the conmunity.7

implements and

1. Material techniques
(increase in
complexity) rules and laws
The basic { '
components particular outlook -~
of culture 2. Spiritual on world and life;
(increase 1in imparts meaning and
. \ consciousness) "} direction to the

material activities
of the community

Figure 1
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CHAPTER 1 - : o
THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK %’ '

To begjn wiih,'it'is nécessary to explain th% general meaning
of soﬁé key words and Son;epts of'which*frequeﬁt'use will be’made in -
 >this fhesis,i' | | o )
Perception: Perception i; Egth the response bf the sénses tolegternal
stithizand’pdrpOSerJ activity in which certain phenomena are c]é;rly
#egiétered, while otﬁers recede in the shade or are blocked out. Much

o . . . s, , . "(A
of what we perceive is of value to us, for biological survival, and for

Droviding'cértain satisféttions which are rooted in cU]ture.]f
There are two main types df.perception-thatlégn be fecognize&:.r
‘,ﬁdesignative perceptions.ahd-abpkaisivejpércepthné.? »DesignétiVe
o ,peréeptibns are those percéptjons we have ofythé\éttbibutes ofap1aces'
_or persons and which éré devoid;of'a11'évéTuation of tﬁose'attributes}
Examples: The Sahara Desert is a}ia;‘Greece'is avﬁeditérranean 
v‘%fEéuntry;.?au1»is\twenty years o1d:3 Abp?aisive perceptions, on the
iother Hand, are .the va]ue‘judgementé tﬁat'We have Of;p{aées,vth{ngs
and persons. Examples:. Greeﬁe_is a Heagtifu] cogntry; Paul is a mean
pérson; Uneonéro]]ednshqging is eviT; Thisglattér type of perception
is the one With which wefare gqiné to be concerned-in this s tudy.

"It could be said tﬁat designétivg perceptiohs are objective
Jjudgements oﬁ fhfngs} pefsons or p]acé§,fwh11e éppraisive perceptions
are subjective judgemenfs. Both typesldf peréépiioh,vhowevér, are
dependent upon the cu]tura]lbackgéoqhd of the individual observer.
The'aridity of the Sahara conveys different ihages’to-different beople;

to an outside -observer coming from a humid country the aridity of the

~ Sahara will appear much ‘more evident than tb the local nomad.

6 .



Furthermore,‘the power of culture in influencing perceptidn is such
_that it can br1ng‘Reop1e to‘;ee and be11eve in things wh1ch do not
ex1st it can cause group ha11ue1nat10n.3 By the same token, the ’
-perceptions of individuals can‘be SQ thordughlyvmoulded by traditidnal
ddgma‘that the most-in.ense fears.can be causedbby objectively
tnnocubus stimulj. In many cases tt is the cuitutal]y derived
“Einste]]ung“ (or image), rather than the stimuli themse]ves, that

i 4ore

serve to exp]a1n the percept1on and behavior of 1nd1v1dua1s
. AN

seems adm1ss1b]e, then, to state that t(uth is not given through any
obJectwve cons1derat1on of the evzpence, but rather. that it is
,subJect1ve1y embraced as part of one' s total e&per1ence and outlook. 5
Att1tude Att1tude is pr1mar11y a. cu]tura] stance, a pos1t1on one
takes vis-a-vis the world. It has greater stab111ty than percept1on -
. and is formed by a 1ong succession of percept1ons, ‘that 15, of
experience. Infants perce1ve, but have no well formed attntude other
than that given by biology. Alnfants‘live in an environment butvthey
“barely have a ndrld; and they”haye_no world -view.6
World view: The.wor1d“v1ew; or the"wdrld image, is formed by eoncept—
ualized experience. It is bart]y peFSOnaI,,iargely social. It can be
considered as an attitude or belief syétem;’the word. "system" implie
that the attitudes‘and beliefs are structured, ‘howeQer'arbitrary tﬁii
links may>seem from'an impersona] (objective) standp01nt 7 ‘
Because percept1on and behav1or are guﬁded by the 1nd1v1dua1 S .

world 1mage, it is convenient to examine in more deta11 the nature
" and character1st1cs of images. In the descr1pt1on wh1ch fo]]ows the
8

wr1ter has. made use of Kenneth Bou1d1ng s theories on the 1mage

Images: One's image of the world is related to one's know]edge of the

L

B



e

"
* is composed by that wh1ch an 1nd1v1dua1 believes to be true and va11d

world. The difference between the two is, however, that while knowledge

has'an imp]fcatien of va]idity and truth, the 1mage, on - the other hand,

by subjective -- and not obJect1ve -= know]edge.9 Every 1nd1v1dua1 is
located in space, time, in a field of personal re]at1ons, in the world
of nature (in a wor]d of how things operate), in a wor]d of subt]e
m1nt1mat1ons and emotions. All of “these things of which the individual
is'aware and which he believes to be true constitute_hisAspbjective
knowledge of - the world and himself; they are the image he has ot the .
wor]d.]0 | ‘ e - '; .
The image is bui]t up as a result of all past expertences‘of
the possessor. Part of the 1mage is, then, the' h1st0ry of the 1mage'
itself, as the 1mage is constant]y be1ng affected by new. exper1ences

to which the individual is exposed. But images, although affected by

new experiences and inflow of information are, by their own nature,.

. res1stant to change Information hosti1e to the, image is only -

accepted w1th great d1ff1cu]ty, information that fits’ weTl 1nto the

structure of the ex1st1ng image is easily accepted. This, in itself,

~can be easi]y understood;~informatidn contrary to the 1mage can on]y

be accepted by rad1ca1 mod1f1cat1on of ‘the 1mage which, 1n some cases,
w111 entail the tota] restructur1ng of it or the creat1on of a new
“one " The degree of stability of an image and its- res1stance to change’
depends on 1ts internal cons1stency and-arrangemenz. Some -images are
remarkab]y resistant to‘Change while others tend to-modify and
restructure themse]veS»with re1ative ease. o : -
. In contrast to an1ma1s, human be1ngs have the capac1ty.for

%
organizing 1nformat1on into -large -and complex 1magesi .The image of



. distinguish between the two kinds of images:

_ humans 1is fdrther characterized by a far“greateg degree of self-

consciousness and self-awareness ‘thah that of animals. In fact, only
man has what could properly be called sé]f—consciousneSs} that is, an

image of his'image.' The image of man is chargcterized also by a

"phenomena1 capacity for internal- growth and ‘ Jopment quite indepen-

dent of experiences and information received from the outside. In

B

this realm of man with which we are here concerned, it is important to

11

Images of fact: These represent facts of an objective, rather
evident ehahacter, thchAtend to exist {ndependently‘of the cultural
values of the observer.

Images of value: -These depend on the scale of valuation or the
Qa]ue system ot the individual.. They are the‘ones thh which this
thesis is concerned and they wi11'be treated in further detaiTN

The va]ue system of a given society determinés the 1mage which-

that soc1ety has of itself and of ,the worLA in which 1t Tives. Va]ues

are not. 1nherent in_the individual's b1o1og1ca1 const1tut10n, but

srather are taught td, and 1earned by him from~h1s early years. Educa-

tion in-most soeieties is a matter of harnessing .the biological drives

in the interests of establishing the valué system, of a society. From

‘early ¢hildhood "we are surrounded by an impressive symphony'of

fdec1arations, commandments, dedications, COhfirmations, resolutions

and reafﬁrmat*lons"]2

wh1ch serve to 1mp1ant 1n us ‘the value system of
the society in which we are born. Not only SOC1ety in genera1,rbut
peers and family in partitu]ar exercise a strbng influence upon the
fnditidual; and helsoon learns to view life as they do, and to accept

the sanctions that are applied to the dissident. Even the very words



o,

the individual learns to use incline him towards a particular view of

13

“the universe By grow1ng up in a certa1n language, by thinking in

its semant1c and syntact1cal grooves, he acquires a certain more or
less un]form outlook of the world. Language shapes and fashions the
"'frame in which experie.ce is set, and different languages achieve.
this in different ways. 2
It is then clear that, through many different-means and all
kinds of pressures, the human individual gradually becomes jimbued with
the value system and the coricomitant va]ue~1mages.of the society'in
which he has been born a‘member These va]ue images, structured
together, form the world view of. an’ 1nd1v1dua1 On the basis of his
wor]d view. he will give.being to, and will 1ncorporate'1nto his image
of the wor]d the e]ements of the surround1ng world of whose existence
he is becom1ng aware As the historian Edmundo O'Gorman has pointed
out: I
A the be1ng -- not the ex1stence -- of things ) . ,
is nothing but the meaning of significance which o N
they are given within the overall framework of the ”
picture of reality accepted as true at some
historical moment. - In other words, the being of
things is not something that they contain within
themselves, but something that s ass1gned or : C o
granted to them. , ‘
The same applies to individuals: to a man in love with a woman,
C : . ' . -
she is a very different person from what she is to a man who is indif-
ferent to ‘her, because, by virtue of the.one man's passion'and the
other s 1nd1fference, she has been s1mu1taneous]y granted two forms of
being according to the two different mean1ngs that have been g1ven to
her, a]though in th1s case, they coincide 1n the generic. To both
men she 1s a woman, though, covetab]e and perfect for one of them,

negligible and p1a1n for the other. 16 ‘ ‘ )



l ‘-“\ \.//

The early sixteenth century Spaniard, who, as wij] be explained
later, came té the New World with the intention 0% gaining honor and
maintaining seigneury, perceived the Indian as a being which was
destined to obey and serve’him The Puritan British settlers of North
America, on the other "and, saw the Ind1an as an obstacle to the we]]-
be1ng and territorial expanswon of the commun1ty and, as such, ‘a be]gg
that had to be Yemoved as soon as it proved expedient.

After the preceeding discussions we are better prepar;d to
examine two conceptual schemes, or theoretical models, which consider,
within an over-all framework, the intprrelationships among value
systems, images, berception and behawey. These models have been pre-

-

pared by two geographers and are directed toward facilitating an

understand1ng of the complex functioning of the process of environ-

'mental percept1on and behavlor

~In Roger M. Downs &chema (Figuré 2) the real world, or the
dunding énv1r0nment is tdken as the stafting point, and it is
répresented as a source ‘of information. ' The information_conﬁént enters

the individqa] through a system of perceptﬁa1‘recéptofs, and the pre-

. \ . . ) .‘ - . B
cise®meaning of the information.is determined by an interaction between

the individual's value system andihis,image of the world. The meaning

:of the inférmation 1$*then.incorporated into fhe 1magg On‘the basis
of th1s 1nformat1on, the 1nd1v1dua1 may be requ1red to adgust h1mse1f
w1th respect to the rea] wor]d This requ1rement ]SBexpressed as a
decision which can, of course, be one that involves no overt reaction.
The Tinks from the concept Of a decision are twd-fp]d. Thé‘first Tink
is a ré-ﬁyc]ing process, ca11ed‘sea}ch, whereby‘the“individqa)vséarches

the real world for more information.. This process ‘can continue until

11



either the individual decides that sufficient information has been

acquired, or some time/cost 1fm1tation acts as a constraint to further
segrch. A decision s then made\which.hay be expreésed as a pattern
of\@ﬁgﬂﬂﬁg:which will in turn affect the real world. ‘Since the real
worjd undergoes a change, fresh ihformation may result, and the whole
proFess can continue. Downs' schema, therefore, allows"the Qpace
peﬁéeption process to occur in a tempora}l as well és a spatié]

context. !’ i

- N T
, N /
. o | 5
Value : Perceptually_ [Tnformation |
System ‘ ~ [Receptors ‘
. : ' T :
D - —
/ ea
: / search . World
i - i 7 . . ‘ .
Decision . 7 * Behaviour :
' / ‘ ' "
Inclh ,'/J@[ // : Enwiri nment

Figure 2. A conceptuaTvschema for resea}gh‘into geographic space
perception

. Compared with Downs"' model, H.C. Brookfield's schema of a "Man-

¥

Environment System" fits more closely the situation of the early six-

‘teenth cehtufy Spaniard in the New World for it presupposes an

unfami]far\environméht and a newly arrived population (Figqre 3). The
author describes his model as follows: ‘

Starting 'ab initie' in a new environment, with a
given stock of means and a given set of imported
information, a newly arrived population will assess
the real environment with the aid of the available
information to yield the.initial perceived
environment. It is this.latter, rather than the

)



Figure 3. Brookfield's Model of a "Man-Environment System"

$
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real environment, which is then evaluated as resources,
resulting in a new stock of information added to the
“imported information. Interacting with needs, this
total stock of information then forms the basis for
decision. Activities initiated as a result of
decisions yield results; thase are further evaluated

to modify the future decision, both directly and by
modifying the perceived environment, and hence the
perceived resouices. 18

Both Downs' and Brookfield's models are carefully constructed
and integrated. HoWever, given the cémp]exity of the task they
attempt to solve, they tend to sysgematize and aver-simplify reaTity
greatly. In’spitepof this defiéiency, these models are useful in the
context of this thesis, and they will serve as the general theoretical
framework inside whiéh the development of the subject matter of the

thesis has to be placed. A narrower theoretical framework, constructed

to satisfy the specific requirements of this research, is presented

-

next (Figure 4).
‘The perception and evaluation o% the natives and land; of the
New World by the Spaniards were guided By the value System,and
‘Cultu;al attitudes which dominated the mind of the Spanish individuals
directly or,indifect1y,vcame into,confaéé with the foreign terri-.
tories. The early siXteenth century Spaniards perceived and appraised:
the New World in accordance with the particular character of their

world view. Simultaneous with. the process of environment perception

ana, appraisal was the process of image formation. At the same time

that “spe environment of #fie New World Was being perceived and évaluated

by the Spaniards 6 had come into contact with it -- as well as by
- those others whogstayed at home and read the reports sent by the former
_-- an image of the nature and character of the natives; tands and

rgsouftes ofthose parts was taking shape in théir minds. 'The~f1rst

. . B &



Figure 4. Environmental perception model adapted to

the early sixteenth century Spaniard and

the New World.

- Fi

VALUE SYSTEM AND WORLD VIEW

of the early Sixteenth century Spaniard
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builders of this kind ot image were those Spaniards who firvst saw and
came into contact with the new lands and peoples. This original image
was modified subsequently to fit the nature and chdr;cter of the new
information which was made avaiiab]e by the increased number of
Spaniards who visited the New World and éommunicated to their com- .
patriots their impressions, opinions and ideas on the new lands and
.peoples. As individuals and subgroups of a society may hold world
.biews which, in relative terms, can differ appreéiab]y from the world
view which is generally accepted by the society at large and as, at
the same time,‘this latter world view js-itself nothing other than the
result of a composité“of individual world views which differ margin-
ally from each other, it is easy to see how there could exist more -
than one image of the new lands and people disp]ayiﬁg popularity
among early sixteenth century Spania;ds. These images existed at
~variance, and sometimes in‘combetition, with each other and were
subject to a continuous process of.change and modification. In time,
_one image could yield to the increasing popularity of another, or they
cbu]d both amalgamate; engendering a new image. o
In the same way that the Qor]d view of the early sixteenth
céntuhy Spanid%d gd}ded his perception and evaluation of the New World
\ .
environment, so too the image he was carrying in his mind ofithe‘
nature of thése lands and beop]e -- jtself a result of a wor]d‘view
vgfnd a series of perceptions -- wau]d influence the perception and
evaluation of the environment and the interpretation of human and
natural resources.- It dé important to realize that, while the percep-
tion of the unfamiliar mi]igu of the New World was screened in harmony

with the particu]a? values and attitudes of the early sixteenth century



a

Spaniards, in ir~.¥tuv‘|1, the tmage ot the New World miticu which they
were carrying in their aiinds influenced this perception.  Divergence
between the perceived environment and the image would result in a
modification of the image to adjust to the perceived reality.  The
'd(-(,;isi()ns to use as resources certain elements of the human and
natural environment were based on the nature ot this final image.

The whole process which we have been describing is represented
schematically on the model reproduced in [iqure 4, with the arrows
indicating the direction of the maig flow of influence. The applica-
tion of this model to the situation we have set forth to study is a
flexible and tentative one. The complexity ot the problem makes it
impossible to examine every aspect of the development which the
Spanish image of the New World underwent during the first thirty to
fifty years of the sixteenth century. In spite of this, the theoreti-
cal framework presented in the modeN is of great help, for through it
we can easily visualize the close inteé‘ation which exists among the
processes of perggption, image formation and behavior.

In the final analysis, the behavior of the early sixteenth
EentuTy Spaniards in the New World was guided by their value system.
It is to this value system that we will next turn Qur'attention, trying
to identify those basic components which bear sigﬁgficant1y upon their
perception of the New World environment and the interpretation of its

resources.
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: - Linguistic patterns do not irrevocably imprison the senses,
-but rather, Hoijer judges, direct perception and- thinling into

~certain habitual channels. ( Science and. Linguistics" in Lanqjaqe,

-Thoughit and ‘Reality: . | Se1euted d Writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf; John

B Carro]] ed., Hew. York, {iley, 1956, p. 213).

4 S
{ ' ']4Fr1edr1ch erssman, "Analytic-Synthetic" Aha]xsig, vol. 13,
1952 p 22 ’ : :

e

Edmundo 0'Gorman,. Thc Invention of Am011cU An Intuiry Into

~ the H1stor1ca] Nature of the New Herld and the Heaning of [ts History,

' B?oomwngton, Indlana, Indiana Unlvorswty Press, 1961, p. 41.

]6Ibid¢m;“p. 51, nqte~ﬂ.

: 7Roger M. Dowrs,»“Geograph1c Space Percept1ow Pdst
Appxoaches and “Future Prospects", in Progress in Geogravhy,

Internat1ona1 Reviews of Current Research, vo] ? pp 84-85.

: ]8Harold C.” Brookfieid,. "Cn the Env1ronment as Perceived", in-
‘4_,Progrcss in Geograﬂhv,.Lnternatlona1 Rev1eus of Current Research,
‘ .Vo] Yy G4, -t L
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A

‘; a definite tradition, and that his social and cu1tura],env1ronment

CHAPTER II
THE HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCE AND THE ROLE IT PLAYED
IN THE FORMATION OF THE VALUE SYSTEM OF THE-
EARLY SIXTEENTH CENTURY SPANIARD

The modern Spanish philasopher Ortega y Gasset has restated the
p]assjc viewpoint that a maﬁ'is born at a certain time, and formed by

N

“is detefmined;by_historica] circumstancés. The cultural character-¢
istics of ‘any people have_beén,deveioped through slow éccretions
resulting from trial and error attempts of'the group to~find ways of

adjusting to its environment.. The prihtﬁpa]’function»of culture --

' as has already been mentioned -- is thé7pure1y utilitarian one of

enabling the group to survive. Each trait has -- or once had, since
some traits tend to persist long after changing circumstances have
~made them unnecessary -- some fe]ationship_to other traits and some

“relevance to phe,environmént in which the.particular‘group happens

An\?

to live. When people mové, their cultures go with them. dyif one
wishes to know the "why" of their behavior, he must 109} to the old

'environment as well as the .new; one musf consider the historica]
circumstances in which thewpepple have béen.immersed.' . |
The question stea Here is,thjs: how Has sixteenth century
Spanishiéociety and persohaiipyhbeen influenced by historfca] circum-
“stances, and whatfpersonaT:valge systems, outlook on life and vitaf
attftudeS'have deVe]oped as a COnSequence?] A@erico Castro has demon-

'stratedz that, to answer these questions, it is not néceséary to go

back into the history of Spain»?ﬂrther‘than the eighth century, the

21.
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time of the Moorish invasion of the!Iberian Peninsula. The Moors
éntered ioeria in '711-and it took only a few years (711 to 718 A.D. :
to overrun the entire peninsula. The reconquest took nearly e%ght)\\\\
centuries, and throughout the entire time one or another part of’thei
country was.under the powerful jhf]uence of Moslem‘1aws, re]i%ion,
customs, ideas and way of ]1vin§ 3 During this period, a complicated
'system of Tighting and coexistence deve]oped between the two groups
The reconquest ended in 1492 with the expu1s1on of the Moor from his
last stronghold in the Kingdom of Granada. It was the period between"
718 and 1474; the date of"marriage of Queen Isabel and King'Ferdinand,
‘that saw both the unification of the Spanjsh Kingdom- and -- more‘
"~ important for our specia]-concerns -- the formation of the Spanish
character and personality. 4 | - » |

The Moorish invasion, wh1ch took nost of 1ts expanswve force
from‘re11glous motives, also gave the Christians a re11g1ous mot1ve
for f1ght1ng back, in add1t1on to the natural des1re to reconquer the
.1and from which they had. been dr]ven The re11g1ous basis thus gave
”the warfare a much more tenac1ous and fanat1ca1 sp1rf¢ A»System of‘
caste, determ1ned by re11g1on, developed gradua]]y in the pen1nsu1a,
based on whether one was Moor1sh Jewish or Christian. 5 kEach of thesev
three castes was 1nterested in ma1nta1n1ng and 1mprov1ng its standing
n re]at1on to the other two.

According to the caste system that evo]ved,'social fdhctidns
were differentiated, dependinglOn the castes that carriéd them out.
The tailor (alfayete), the barber (alfajeme), the muleteer (arriero),

the mason (albanil), the architect»(a]arife) the 1nspector of we1ghts

" and measures (a]motacen), and the shoemaker (zapatero) were Moors

-\
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The tax gatherer (almOJarwfe) the physician, the pharmacist,

veterinarian (a]be1tar) the tradesman, “the astrologer, the
preter (truchimén), amohg others, were Jews. The Christian

more circumscribed role in such activities. His goal was to

the
inter-
played a

be ‘a .

nobleman orwa priest _callings that, once attained or taken up, ¢

were regarded beyond the power of renunciation or cancellation.

Victimized by nobles, ecclesiastics and Jews, the shapeless mass of

the Christian commoners Waéj1eft outside this framework, in a state

of perpetua1 rest]essness produced by therlonging'of its constituents

to move up to the nobility, through m111tary enterpr1se, or

to the

priesthood, and thus become members of the ru11ng caste of 1ords 6

»

The Christians rea11zed, and accepted, the respective

occupat1ona1 monopo]1es of Mohanmedans and Jews, while remaining

consc1ous of theﬁr superior pos1t1on,«for they, and not the Jews

' andeoors, were the ]ords.of the land. The Christian though

himself superior because he ‘believed in the only "true" reli

nor could do:- that is, to fight w1th the “valor of the Chri

t .

gion,

- end because he -did what the Moorish commoner neither knew how to Iy

st1en

ahd win. The Christians were unijted among themselves in their

estimation of the worth of their caste; they felt themse]ves

superior to the other castes because the king and nobles were

-

Christians and ruled over Jews-and Moors.  Their re1igious/*aith

and their loyalty to the monarch were the interpretation and

sign of thishbe]ief;7

the

In éummary,'wdthin the Christian caste personal worth was

S

based on the mere fact of being Christian. From the fifteen

on they started Qohrying greatly about having "pure blood".

th century

25
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was no physical type of a racial "Spanish man", purity of blood was
1dent1fied with the conscfousness of caste,.of descending from the
peop]e whom ear]y sixteenth century Spaniards came to 1dent1fy also
- w1th the elect of God Sn the Hebrew fashion. 8- Even the Christian
peasant or the person-of Tow class felt himself to be partlof the_ §/-\//
master caste if he had pure blood.
Spanish fifteenth century society wa§ a society of castes and
not of classes. The consequencges of this fact are extremely import-
ant. A social class bases its rank primarily on its ebility to
govern end the amount of jts“wealth;\the rank ofﬁthe easte, on the
otherﬂhand, dependé'on.the mere existehce of the persanv Spanieh
soc1a1 Tife wound differ markedly from the sacial 11fe of other
'European countr1es where a caste system did not develop, and where
there arose a graduated and well 1ntegrated feudal reg1me w1th a T N
uniform social hierarchy organized into classes of laborers, artisans,

nobles and clergy. In contrast, Spanish society was divided into

three d1fferent h1erarch1es each 1ndependent of the others, and there1n

'-,11es the exp]anat1on for the absence in Spa1n of a feudal soc1ety ?

The Christians, forming the majority Qf the country's population,

would not look for somezproduetive’activity of a sedentary charécter -=
as his Eufopean neighbors ‘did -- but rather escaped into the'fjeld of
military adventure, where they would nof find themse]ves dominated by,
and in’competition with, the members of the other castes, and where,
~With juck they wou]d gain dom1n1on and author1ty over them.

The Christian had not felt the need of'becoming involved in the

* . Study of nature or in the managementAof things because these. abilities

were not required for the great task of conquerin- 4 and ruling



a state -- his all-consuming ambition: The professions, trades and
gccupations, were the province of the French monks .and immigrants, Lhe
Genoese shipbuilders, the Moorish builders of houses and fortresses,
and the Jews, who knew the trades, who could cure ailments, @ho knew
how to collect money to buy the-thiﬁgs needed by the kings, the lords,
the c]er1cs ]O '
The 1ndividua1‘of the Christian caste showed a disdain for
activities of a mechapical or commeréia] natufe, including any intel-

5

~lectual aétivities cultivated by the other castes. Commerce was
‘thought of‘as an activfty.of tﬁe other castes, beneath the dignity of
‘the Christian, and the same was thought of all mechanica1 and manual
cactivities.. .The productioﬁ of wealth did not become an ‘index of value
forvthe Christian caste, which scorned tHose, the Jew énd to a 1essef :
degree the Moor, who built up fortunes and accumulated capital. .

A study of the psycho]ogy and character of the Chr1st1an does
not serve to exp1a1n the views on life he adopted. The world view of
the Hispano-Christians came into being through a slow procéss of
simultanecus édoption and rejection of a number of -alternatives in
adaptivg strategy thqt were offered_to them by fhe.conditiohs of the
human and natural enQironment in which’they lived. In the ]ongfperioa
of éoexistenée wfth, .and str&gg]e against fhe-Moors, the Chriétians
found that more. than other alternatﬂgﬁs, persona] courdge with 11tt1e
equ1pment ofher than faith, was va11dated as a way of life. As success
sTow]y followed success, the Chhistians:bécame more and more confirmed
in gﬁié belief. 1In the Christian view, fhe\weaponry,'Craftsmanship
‘and science of the Moors, asAWe11‘a§Ltheir Siscfp]ined and industrious

society, counted for 1ittle, or else they would not have beén defeated;
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so these properties were scorned by the Christians; an alternative to
their way of life was discarded. At the end of the struggle, the
Christians possessed complete military superiority over the Moors. As
the Moors were being subjugated, they were incorporated into Christian
spciet}‘as the se?vénts who would do the manual work, while the
Christians becmmi‘mere and more a mi]ftary oriented caste.

With success over. the Moslems, it then became more worthy to be
a Romance-speaking; Va]orous, self-reliant Christian of the Iberian
peninsula. .In this way the Christians started to become aware of a
new dimension in their collective lives. .They had acquired a set of
experienced possibjlities for their collective life - possibilities
of expanding the-ways of being and doing that which in the the process
of.being done had acqqfred value -~ and ihpossibj1ities (or reluct-
"ances) —=~th§ impgssibility of being and dojng’what had not béen done
in the acﬁiévement of success.or of beihg and/ﬁoing as thé enemy did.]]
Itvw&s théSe sets of experienced pbssibi]ities and impossibilities that
modelled and Sﬁaped the framé of mind, the world view and the value -

system of the Hispano-Christian.

Vital Attitudes and World View of the Early Sixteenth\Century‘Spaniard
As We have seen, the world view of the Hispano-Christian was
formed by a conste]]atiqn’of experienced.possfbi}jties andvimpossibii—
ities. These in their fﬁrn were embodied in a configuration{gf
att}tudes and dispositions towards the world and life. .TheiWﬁb]e
formed a structure wﬁgée‘units.were c]oéely‘interre]ated with eacﬁ
other. As'aAconseqye&ce of this re]ationship, it becomes very diffi-

cult to study the individual units of this structural system in

28
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isolation. The studonf one of them immediately leads to the cons id-
eration of the others. In‘the discussion which will follow, this fact
will appeér evident. In it all we have done is to analyse separately
different manifestations of the same phenomenon: The significance of
this is'that,Aa]though our concern is with the sixteenth century.
Spaniard, frequent references will be made to the world vie;—and vital
attitudes of his predecessors.
Americo Castro has shown that the vital attitudes which were to

characterize the sixteenth century Spaniard and influence the‘course
-of Spanish history had their origin in the Kingdom of Castile, the
"dynamic center" from which modern Spain would evolve., aThe Castilians
-- as we will haVe occasion to see -- were the first apong the Y
Hispano-Christians to become aware‘bf fheir own va]&es, and the ones
who COmmunicated>tHeir idéa]s_to other Spaniards. _The fact that,
under Charles I, the language .of Castile became 1mper1a1‘giyes proof
of the-influence that Castile exerted. In the sectioﬁ wh{ch,f011ows,

we shall study, in some detail, the parficu]ar nature and character

of the world view and vital attitudes of the Castilians:



NOTES

»

]The word "vital" as used here does not meary "Twportant" . 1t
is used in the strict etymological sense "of, or pertaining to life".
And by "Tife" we do not refer to “"biological or temporal 1ife", but to
the spiritual reality of man as distinguished from his physical
existence.

2See for example his book The Spaniards: An Introduction to

Their History; Berkeley, Los Angeles and London, University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1971,

3See Figures nos. 5, 6, 7, 8 for the extent of the territories
occupied by the respective groups of Christians and Moors at different
historical periods.

. 4See Américo Castro, Los espafioles: como 1legaron a serlo;
Madrid, Ediciones Taurus, 1965.

>The word “caste" in Spain was not used in the Hindu sense,
even though later the Portuguese applied it to the castes of India. In
a caste system the place of the individual is much more clearly defined
by pis place in the caste than it is by his own family prestige and
wealth. y '

SAmérico Castra, The Spaniards: An Introduction to Their
History, Berkeley, Los Angeles and London, University of California
Press, 1971, p. 80. : v , :

“Ibidem, pp. 66, 35, 307.

8Ibidem, p. 68.

) 9Américo Castro, The Strdcture of Spanish History; Princeton,
New Jersey, Princeton University Press, 1954, p. 607. : /

101bidem, p. 83.

-

~]1Edmund L. King, "Americo Castro and the Theory and Practice of
History", in Collécted Studies in Honor of, Americo Castro's Eightieth"

~ Year; M.P. Hornik ed., Lincombe Lodge, Boars Hill. Oxford, England,
1965, p. 270. o

.
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CHAPTER 111
AWARENESS OF ONE'S PERSONAL WORTH AND

\
FULLING OF SUPERIORITY ;

As has been pointed out, the Christian warrvior emerged from

the struggle of the Reconquista with a degree of self-asqsurance that
\

N

he did not possess when the s truggle started,  Ihis feeling of self-
assurance was based on an awareness of the qualities of the individual
and his valorous deeds. The faith in the power of the individual to
overcome all kinds of obstacles became more and more absolute as the
reconquest progressed, and soon this faith began to be identified
with the special qualities of character of the Hispano-Christian
warrior,

In the twelfth century a book, Historia Si]ense], states that

the ]ong-drathoutkwar against the advancing force of the Saracens
could be waged onTy by the hardened Knights of Spa{n,bnot by the self-
indulgent peers df Char]emag%e who retired from Saragossa -- longing to
refresh themselves in the baths of Aachén.2

As the Castilians were those who had fought agéinst the Moors
to the greatest extent, it follows that they were also the ones who,
amng the other Spaniards, became increasingly convinced of an i;Lerent
self-superiority and placed moreiimperious esteem upon themsé]ves.
Castro tells us that the Castilian of the first centuries after the
reconquest was the only one who pOSed-the problem of his very exfstence
as:a Casti]ian per se. The others -- Navarrese, Leonese, Aragonese and

Catalans -- also fought to survive and subsist and extend their terrij-

tories. The Castilian did all this as well and, in addition, he
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with mules, protected by 1ﬁd supplied with castles,
merry with her good wines; happy with abundant bread;
rich in such petals as tead, tin, mercury, iron, silver,
gold; rich in precious stones, in ail kind of marbles,
in salt -- which jssfound both on the seashore and in
. . the interior -- and'in many kinds of mines; sweet in
_ honey and sugar, lignted with wax, provided with 011
- cheerful with saffron. .
Spa1n over ai! other nations-is ingenious, dar1ng,
eXpert in battle, prompt in her zealous endeavour,
loyal to the master, settled in the habit of studying, :
courtly in her speech, endowed with all kind of virtues;
there is no land in the world that can compare with her
and she has no equal in the number.of fortresses; few
lands in the world are larger than her. Spain is ahbove.
all lands in her grandeur and surpasses them all in
loyatty. Okl Spain. there is neither tongue nor wit
to describe your qua11t1es‘5

. -In this curious 1nterm1ng]1ng of natural .and human qua11t1es

1s said to possess, we cannot he]p not1c1ng the: 1mp0rtant

-which Spai
role pJdyed by the personal v1rtues of‘th§’1nd1v1dua1 in attrlbut1ng
/oo

~other couptries. Th1s current would gain continually in strength.

ur to Spa1n and making her superior to, and even larger than, the

Séon°the virtue:immanent to the individuaiﬁbeeame°everythihg and only
' f,;secondary attention was given to the materia1 elements -- the sources .-

of wea]th, as they would 1atcr be called -- ‘which surrouhded the - ‘
1nd1v1dua1 * This att1tude is exemp11f1ed by Don Alonso de Cartagena,
Bishop of Burgos6;°who in 1434 wrote a famous discourse de]ivered;by
"the Castilian envoy_at the CdUn¢i1.of Basel justifying;the preeedenee

- of Castile w1th respect td<§f?1andh His WQrds_¥¥ 1n'the epinion of
A. Castro -- were an overflow ef Hispanic: awareness, and the preferi'
ences and_contempt expressed in them are the very ones that were

N characteristical}y Spanish at the time and for 1ong afterwards:
Spaniards.are not wont to-prize éreatwwea]th,

but rather, virtue; nor do they measuré a man's
honor by the store of his money, but rather by

- . N

.
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the quality of his beautiful deeds; wherefore

riches are not to be argued in this matter ,

(as the English argued:them); for if we should

mete out the precedences ‘according to riches, s
Cosimo de Medici;, or some other very rich -

merchant mayhap wou ld come,before some duke.

Aga1nst the Cast1]1ans, ‘the English argued that the1r own land

. was richer and more product1ve, and to th1s the Bwshop answered )
[-did not wish to argue the abundance of the land,

because it seemed to me a base argument and far

removed from our purpose, for it is not of peasants

but. 'of very noble kings that we are speaking; honor .

comes not from the abundance of the field ‘but from

the virtue of man.

It was not easy for Don Alonso de Cartagena to descend to the plane of

~on

‘material things, but since the English wish it, he adduces:

the vineyards and olive groves, of wynch there .
is a great abundance in the Kingdom of Cast11@“\the
which have been exiled forever,from the Kingdafiof
England. . . And all nations know the esteer’#hat,
amongst all the things that belong to the abundance
of the earth, is enjoyed by wine and olive oil. If
they should speak of those skilled in the making of,
cloths, I would perhaps grant them something, for
there are in our land no weavers who .can make cloth
so fine as London scariet; but even .that product

~ that we call grana (Kermes dye)}, from which the .
scarlet receives the sweetness of its odor and the
flame of its color, has its birth in the Kingdom of
Castile, whence it is.carried to England. . . 1.
might speak of metals, but in.my judgement such a

_base and earthly argument is not proper to such an
exalted subJect :

In the last analysis, riches are someth1ng secondary, a possess1on

that: ". . . abets 'in the exercisg of virtue, but they are not to be
‘adduced as a principal thing." In any event Castile. is rich, perhaps
" in excess, since some fear lest "such an abundance of r1ches as there

is today in Castrle may do some harm to virtue."’

Twenty years later Fernando de la Torre8 addressed a confidential
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paper to Henry IV dﬁ Castile, when £he latter waé getting ready to

inaugurate his reignjg A. Castro has studied tﬁis paper ahd he con--

clﬁdeé that-the thesis expounded in it by Fernando de la Torre is that
- C%sti]e (wﬁich to all intents and purposes was already Spafh) possessed

twb‘supreme values: a proVident and extremely fertile land, and-a

1agh1f1cent courage in warfare. But the value of Castile lay primarily “
in what it humanly. was, and not nearly so much in what it produced
’ “with the labor of jtg people, as Fernando de la Torre explains:

~The vanity of the Castilians, intensified by Xheir
pride, and by the superabundance of their Tandy
leads them to delight in Tuxuries and ostentation,
and therefore they do not refrain from using the-
products manufactured in other lands out of Castilian
raw materials.

And,. trying to justify the Spaniards'.lack of technical skill, he

concludes: ' .

From where does this emanate and proceed save From
the fertility of Castilian land and, in other
kingdoms, from want. This want, the people know
how, by their labors, to.convert into wealth and
income; and in Castile the fatness of the land
causes them, in a certain fashion, to be proud

~and slothful and not so ingenious and industrious. 10

Fernando de- Ta Tbrrq's'thesis is especially interest{ng because -
his point of view on the subjéct{differs in an important respect from

those which were expressed before him. Like the unknown author of the

Cronica Gehera1>de Espaﬁa,vas we1i as Doq:Aloqso de Cartagena, he
endows fhe Césti]iaﬁ individual and his homeland with many gooa

A qualities. HbWe;er, the virtues conferﬁed upon fhe former_are not
absoTute, for he, fn,fact, notes that the Castilians are proud, fp]] of
vanity and de]iéhting in unnecessary 7uxuries and oStentations. In
this‘he give§ broof'of.éicrig?%a] aftitude which was absené ihlﬁis

predecéssors . ﬁg@rnando de 1a Torre has dared to question for a moment



the validity of the imagevof the virtuous Spanish individual rising
above his neighbors. We .say “for a moment" because, by exp1a1n1ng the
noted def1c1enc1es in the character of his compatr10ts as a result of
the "fatness" of the land, he is already absolving them from any |
serious personal responsibi]%ty.v |

]he~Spaniards, as a fesult of historjca1’circumstances, had
.created an image which portrayed their penschs and character in a
high]y'favorable way. This 1mage,71h its turn, by influencing the
perception of the surrounding environment and by projectihg'itseff
into other 1mages,‘bhought about a view of *the land ahd natural
hesources of Spain which, rather than correspond with rea]it;: fitted
well with the view the‘Spaniards had of themselves. The image that
portrayed Spain as a cbuntry abundant in riches of every kind was the
one that Fernando de la Torre used to excuse the def1c1enc1es that his
1nqu1r1ng mind had found in-the behav1or and character of his compat-
riots. In so do1ng, any need to change an image was avoided, an image
which, if modified, would have brbught about changes and a]tehétions
1h other images of the world view. What Fernando de la .Torre had done
was to incorborate his new insight oh perception into the generally-
accepted world view by relats 4t to, and making it discreetly fit,

" the pre-existing images . Thgocess 'exp]_ains why the Basic"_nature
of certain images and woh]d‘views can remain unaffected for long 5

r

‘periods of time, and in this way acquire a character of permanence and

stability. ) .

The 1mage portray1ng Span*ards and Spa1n as paragons of virtue

and natura1 wealth, respectrzely, would pers1st in theﬁa1nds ‘of the

-
-



inhabitants of the Peninsula in spite of the hard reality of everyday
1ife and the harsh world that sufrounded them.. The fourtcpnth century
heard repeated Tamcntafions of the Cortes (Parliament) over the poverty
of the Castilian land: "The earth is very sterile and véry poor"
(1307);_2The Tand was very poor and needy of attéﬁtion and depobuiated”
(1367) 3 "Our kingdoms.are very neecdy T (1338),]1 Bartolond de las
Casds tells us thét'in Castf]e, during the reign of the Catho ic
Monarchs, "there existed great poverty and the Kihgs of Spain were

lacking in wealth and abunﬂance.”]2

The modern economist and historian
Jaime Vicens Vives, who has studied the agricultural production in

Castile during the feign'of the Catholic Monarchs, has found an uninter-

rUpteq series of insufficient harve from 1502 to 1508, and intermit-

tently bad harvests in the years before (those of 14865and 1491 were

13 A1l of this was in a kingdom where the percentage

14

espec1a]1y bad)
of popu]at1on involved in agricultural proddétion Was very high.
Natural coPditjons,'Such,as,adQe?se climatic cireumstances Aﬁd soil
infertility, do not serve to éxp]a%n the backward state of Castilian
agricu]ture. The‘feqsons have to be found e]sewhere, as we wj]] have
occasion to see in Chapter IV of tﬁis study. But by now the paradox-
ical aspect of the situation with which we are cowcorned has already
'.become apparent. On the one hand the Span1ards see their ]and(%g\;:éh
ferti]c and abundant;1n all k1nd of products.wh11e, on the othé;,/the
peop]e'whbée livetlihood aepends upén the products of this "fertile"
land find themse]vés in a stéte'bf depriVation‘énd néed. NeverfheTess,
~ what an outside observer can seé as a clear contradiction was nof
perceived aé»such by the Spaniards of the period, who continued to
believe in a ]and proliffc and abundaﬁt; 751née the bcginningvof the.

7o
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sixteenth century, in fact, the Spaniards becane more entrenched than
ever.in this belief and, basing themselves on some of the texts
written by Roman historians or on any other kind‘of evidence that they
eoqu ffnd to fit their purposes, contended that Spain not only was,

-

but a1ways had been since remote antiquity, a 1and of mi Tk and -honey ,-

abound1ng in every 1mag1nab1e richness. Together with this they con-

tinued to see themselves as men who surpassed all others in virtue and

qualities of character. We will review in passing a small sample of

T,

the many expounders_of these views.

Martin Ferndndez de Enciso, in his Suma de Geografia (printed

. . C ) - .
in 1519) brings to the attention of the reader the fact that "Spain,
- since remote antiquity, was thougnt to be the richest and most fortun-
ate coUntry of Europe. n 15 Among the d1fferent provinces of Spa1n this
author considers Anda]us1a to be
‘the most fertile province of all Spain, and when
placed in the universe of all things, the most
fertile in the world, because, although there are
other provinces that are fertile in the product1on
of many things and in the production of some of.
the things necessary for the support of human 1ife,
yet they are 1ack1ng in others; but this province
~of Andalusia is fertile in the production of all
things necessary for 1ife.
He .then proceeds to list some of the products that give renown to
"Andalusia: ”abundance of silk and of fine quality wool, flax, hemp,
fresh and dried fruits; a1] kind of 11vestock and the best horses in
the wor]d "]6
Around 1522 Diego Ldpez de Zun1ga, a Spanish human1st,v1gor-
ous]y defended Spain against what he had 1nterpreted, in some of the
writings of Erasmus, as offensive remarks directed against his fellow

Spaniards:

38
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Erasimus, through his words, reveals his jealousy

of the Spaniards!’, a race intellectually

superior (to the other races of northern Europé)

by reason of his Roman origins. Spain is a fertile

country, exgberant in all those products which are

necessary for life; she is a powerful country,

holding the first place among the others for her

military courage. It is true that for several
~centuries she has been diverted from intellectual

pursuits owing to her incessant fight against the

enemies of the Faith. . But this is now over and

universities are rising everywhere; in them the

students crowd and humanism is honored.18

1)

_ Some ten years later Gonzalo Ferndncez de Oviedo, writing in

the first part of his Historia generallx_natura] de las Indias did not

hesitate in having regourse to Plinius to demonstrate that, in ancient
times, the mines of'Spain weré, in all probability, much more productive ..
than those which had been found and exploited in the known sections of
the Indies and the island of Espafola (Haiti)p "Even today" -- Oviedo
continues -- o o S

Spain has>many mines of silver from which this

metal is extracted in large guantities. Besides

these, Spain possesses mines of iron and steel

(sic), and dyestuffs and alum!9 and resistant

marbles and alabaster, from which all great

treasures are obtained. ‘ :
Owing to these and other sources of natural wealth that are enumerated,
Oviedo thinks Spain is "one of the richest countries that there~is in

the world", and that to top all this wealth "God has‘granted her an

additional possession in the richeslof'oqr Indies."?o

In a work éntit]edoLibro gg_gggndezfs Yy cosas memorab]es.gg
‘Esgaﬁa, pu51ished in 1548, -Pedro de Medina, its author, sees Sbain as
the | |

?region,which 1§ head of ail the ofher regions of thé | )

world and where they begin. . . , because, if we_

examine the different parts of Europe, Africa, Asia, -
the Indies and even the lands of the New World we '
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have now discovered, we realize that none of them
shows itself so clearly head and beginning of all
the entire world as does Spain. And this can be
exemplified as well by actual evidence: From her,
as head and principal part, great benefits and
universal goods are.continually emanatlng and be1ng
distributed to all the other regions.

- There are in Spain twenty things which Medina considers especially
worthy of mention: °

natural wealth, especially the mines of silver;

bread, wine, livestoeck, fish, o0il, all kind of =«

fruits, medicinal herbs; flowers of the more

varied species; iron and steel; silk; wools;

horses; ports; science; justice; saintliness;

miracles; faith. Faith that in Spain is so true L
and ‘'rooted that immediately after the Holy Gospel ’

was preached, there has never fajled to be plenty

of persons willing to confess Jesus Christ wit

works and words 1in all the nations of the wopfd. -

And always this faith has remained in her 29

perfectly rooted and will always remaifi so.“" :

From this description it is apparent that, in Pedro de Medina's
mind, the true and unshakeable faith of the people of the Peninsula

was the greatest asset Spain could muster. It is not without a certain

a1r of 1nd1fference that he later calls the reader's attent1on to the

-

fact that "as many historians and some author cosmographers have

“written and as is shown clearly enough, all the soils of Spawn are

formed by a mixture of metals and precious stOnes."23

With respect to the personal qué]fﬁies of the Spaniards; Medina

-

aff{rms that:

they excel all the other nations in valor and in the
arts of war; also in the strength and swiftness of
their bodies as well as in fortitude of spirit and in
the endurance’ of many labors, hunger, and other
hardships; aside from this they surpass the other
nations in the wise and excellent advice that her
good captdins know how to give; .and also they surpass
them in virtue, and customs, and good manners.
Finally, the dintrepid spirit of the Spaniards is such
that they have accomplished th1ngs which seemed



impossible (as those astounding navigatinnal feats
in the ocean and the widespread preaching of the
gospel in the Indies) .. . . Out of which it becomes
clear that in divine as well as in human affairs

God has given advantage to the Spaniards over all
"the nations of the world.?

Even Bartolome de las Casas -- who was a critical and severe

Jjudge of the actions and character of the Spaniards -- after intro-
é

ducing'usvto/texts quoted from Ptolemy and his commentator-interpreter
- Ny

11 { -
Spaim, I[taly and great part of Greece, are the lands
which up until now have been recognized as the most
fit and suitable to beget and procreate men of perfect
bodies and intelligence. . . . EngMand, Flanders,
Germany, Denmark, Norway and other lands in their
-vicinity for the most part raise and produce men of
heavier build and strength and more aggressiveness
than is found in our men; but our land has everything,
for it raises the men of proper build and appropriate
strength and aggressiveness and quickest intelligence.

Haly, concludes ;hat:

25

And the humanist Juan Ginds de Sepdiveda, recognized. as one of
the best trained minds of his era, is of the opinion-thaty — _

There are few-nations more wise, excellent, just afid \\,”
religious than Spain. . . . The Spaniards excel

among other people in.their cleverness, fortitude,

humanity, wisdom, religion, valor, frugality,

temperance, moderation and magnanimity.

. Parallel to the belief in the superior,qualities of the Spanish'
people wés another,be]gef.which attributed to thé Spanish nation a
glorious futuret Spain had been de&tined‘to subjugate and. dominate the
Is]amicvwor1d £6 rule over other countries and to build a great empire.
- Messianism. flourished w11d1y during the t1mes of the Catholic Monarchs
There ex1sted among the peop1e a general be]1ef in the 'superhuman
mis$ion that God had asswgned to these monarchs. Queen Isabella dréamed

27

’ . £ .
. of a great African empire. The Spanish people had a clear awareness

o .
that an imperial "mission" had fallen upon them. In 1492 in the preface

41

4



42

of his gﬁgﬂgkjgg_£g§jgllggg) the first ever written, its guthor Antonio
de Nebrija remarked that "always 1anguage was the companion of empire"
and dedicated the work to Queen Isabe]]a.28

The Spain of Charles V inherited an absolute éspiration stilf

more-impressive: to bring the whole planet into the fold of a theo-

29 As the RomanceroSC reads :

cratic faith.
ganadas las tres Armenias, .
Avabia no ha de dejar,
Egipto, Siria, las Indias,
todos se le han de dar.
Agarenos, ismaelitas,
tambien ha de conquistar,
mas dichoso que Alexandre
por la tierra y por la mar.
A todos en un aprisco

el los tiene de éncerrar;
los sacrementos son pastog
con que los ha de pastar.

Which translates to:

the three Armenias defeated,
“ Arabia will not be spared,

Egypt, Syria, the Indles,

all will be subdued. i

Muslims, Ismaelites, i >

will also be conquered;

more fortunate than Alexander ‘ ‘

on both land and sea. -

To all in a sheepfold

will he lock;

the sacraments are the pastures

with which he will graze them.

"And, as is reconfirmed by Oviedo:  "This menarchy (the Habsburg
monarchy representéd by the Emperor Charles) shall go on and on forever
-until the last day and end of the world, and all the other kings and

k1ngaoms will be inferior and subordinate to 1t w32

-

The time” had come for:

La edad glorjosa enyque promete el ,cielo
una grey y un pastor solo en el mundo.



(The glorious age in which heaven promised
one flock and. a single shepherd in the world.)

And all the Spanish pcopie lTived in the expectation of the
hegemony that was expressed in the verse: .

Un monarca, un imperio y una espada.

(Only one Monarch, one Empire and one Sword.)33

Such ”democenéric” attitudes provide evidence that the people
who felt them and foer1ated them had a strong sense of their own value
and superiority. There is no doubt that the Spaniard of the first half
of the éixteenth‘century believed himself supérior to other Europeans.
He was equally aware of his owﬁ personal worth as well as the great
destihies which he was sure God had assignéd to the Spanish nation. In
1535 the humanist Michae] Servetus, a Spanigh cohvért living in the

Netherlands, praised the empire—buﬁ]ding drive of -his compétriots and

noted that they had "fertile brains, grahd aspirationiu\gnﬁ scanty
w34 '

knowledge.
The "scanty know]edge" of the Spaniards Michael Servetus refers
to was the result of their lack of interest in 1eérning and accumulat-

ing knowledge, common to people who, as we will have occasion to see in

the next chapter, were, above all, interested in "upholding one's honor" .

»
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NOTLS

1 L .
The so-called H]‘>l()l ia Silense is a history of Spain written
about 1118, probably in Ledn, by an anonymous monk.

2Ramo’n Monéndes Pidal), The “P}”jﬂ}thleI!Bﬁ]lJU§}VFYE (ondon,
Hollis and Carter, 1950, p. 129.

3 . . .
“hindrico Castio, The Spaniavds. . ., p. 516.
4 S

Stanzas 156-157, ibidem.

Scrdnica General de Espara, put together under Alphonse X the
Learned (1221-1284) and continued under Sancho IV in 1289. The para-
graphs above are . transcrlbed in Padro Corominas, C1 sentimiento de la
riquzza en Castilla, Madrid, Ediciones Aguilar, 1951, p. 5110 They give

proof that, by the thirtecenth ce ntury, the fasullhns had begun Lo
identify Lhcnse]ves as Spaniards "par excellence" and were developing

a strong sense of nationality.

6Don Alonso de Cartagena (1385-1456) was,7ia his father Don Pablo
de Santa Marva, Bishop of Burgos. Both father and son had been convert-
ed from Judaism. Don Alsonso was considered one of the nost learncd and
able men of Spain in his time. (Spanish Life in the Late Middle Aces;
Collection of readjmmssgseldcted and transiated by kenneth R. Scholbert,
Chapel Hi111: The University of Korth Carolina Press, 1965, Studies in

Romance Language and Literature, n. 57, p. 11).

7Uiscourse Pronounced by Don Alonso de Cartagena at the Council
of Bascl Concerning the Right ¢f Precedence of the King of Castile Over
the King of England; In the journal La Ciudad de Dios, 1894, XXXV,

pp. 122-542. The above excerpts are transcribed in A. Castro, The
Spaniards. . . , pp. 150-152. :

8Like Don ATonso de Cartagena, Fernando de la Terre probably
belonged also to the class of new Christians. Like the former he
became a bishop. ' ,

9See the Cancionero v cbhias en prosa de Fernando de 1a Torre,
-Dresden, A. Paz y Milia ed. ~1907. '
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l”[n A. Castro, The Spaniarvds. o, pp. TH3- 165,

11

’ . . . . R
Quoted by Ramon Carande in Anuario de Ta historia del dervecho,

11, 1926, p. 26/7. Transcribed by AL Castro, The Spaniards s P Sl
,-]?u " 1 ! N . ) . "o ‘ . R
yet" -- Bartolome de las Casas adds -- "in spite of thiy
poverty they did not fail Lo accomplish great deeds, inside as well as
outside Spain." (Historia de las Indias, book 11, Chapter VI).

. Jaime Vicens Vives, “The Lconomy of Ferdinand and Isabella”,
in Spain in the Fifteenth Century, London, Roger Hightfield ed.,
Maciiil lan Press, | )/(, p. 263,

‘ Jown Lynch states that, for the period under examination,
routhy 957 of the Spaniards lived in the country and were peasants.
{John Lynch, Spain Under the Habsburgs, Oxford, B. Blackwell, 1964
2 vols., vol I, p. 13). This tiaure, however, is highly misleading for
in it no d1st1nction is nade between the h]da]tOS who Tived in the
country and did not work the Tland, and those men who could more
properly be considered as "peasants" or "villanos". For 1541 the same
author estimates that Castile had a population of 540,000 hidalgos and
3,923,000 commoners. (Ibidem, p. 44).

]SMart1n Fernandez de Enciso, Suma de ueograf1a, Madrid, Co1ec—
cidn de joyas bibliogrdficas, 1948, p. 74.

1®1bidem, p. 66.

]7Erasmus of Rotterdam was not, in any sense, jealous of the
Spaniards. He had never felt strong attraction towards Spain and he
repeatedly refused the invitations of his influential Spanish friends
and admirers at the ccurt of Charles V to come and settle there.
Erasmus saw in Spain a strange country, semiticized, filled with Jews
and without true Christianity. (Marcel Bataillon, Erasmo y Espafia;
Mexico City, FondqQ de cultura lerondm1ca de Mexico, 1950, p. 77).

P

T8yarcel Bataillon, ibidem, p. 93. .

RS

~

1 . ) ’
9A.whi¢13h, transparent mineral salt used ?N\dyeing, tanning
skins and medicine. . ‘ '

20Gonza1o Fernandez qe Oviedo y Valdés, Historia general y
natural de las Ind1a:, Book 6, Chapter 8.
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Podro de Medpna, Dt o de craoide s aes e oo secrsor aby Fees e
I'.;l.u‘\.'.:; Stadypd, Cone o Saper tor e baves g tone s Cpent fivoan,
Coteoondn oo r'*.p.u‘\_uh“.‘ [9dd, thapter b
Pedhro de Medina, Dibneo de , Lhapter 6
3 A . ,
Pedro de Medina, ibro de . thapte !
A . . » y
Pedro de Medina, Uibva de o0 0 Chapter
FALTT . .
Hictoria de Tas Iadioae ) ook THD O rhoapter Xxo
}‘,(‘ N ( ¢ , 4 1
B Juan Gimds de Sepadveda, Devocrates Soedoy Trans bated anto
Spanish and edited by Angel Pooada, Dadeind, feancrace de Vitorva, 1901
pp. 82 and 33.
~
.
ChJohn Fraser Ramsey, Shaing The Rise ot the Sirat worcd Powers,
fhe University of Alabana Pross, 1973, p. b,
28
[ 3 .
Ibidem, p. 240. ’ﬁ
&)
29 . - !
S7A Castre, The Spaniards. . ., p. 56, and the aathor adds:
"thus mo,txated she displayed an arrocence not exceeded Hy the British
) Yy ) ) - ()
in the x.¥®*x century, oc by the Americans in the XXth.
4 A lection of ballads generally epic in character that the
people ULl time used to memorize.
SN
31, . . \B . .
This text was written before 1539. Reproduced in AL Castro, .
N - L e
De la edad conflictiva, Madrid, Taurus, 1963, p. /6. 3

32Historia general. . . , Book 33, Chapter 55.

331arcel Bataillon, Erasmo y Espafa, pp. 227-228.

s

34A. Castro, The Spaniards. . . , p. 16%.




\/M =,

. CHAPTER IV
“SPIRIT OF HIDALGUIA AND NOBLE DISTINCTION:

SEARCH FOR HONOR AND WILL OF SEIGNEURY |

In" the heart ot all Spaniardé 1ives a great
quality; the desire for honor .and praise.
(Peter Martyr Eight Decade, Book 6)

The Hispano-Chnistian‘éJfaith, 1h'hi§ iimﬁt]essocapacity as an
individual to overcome‘a1] mennerhof obstacles, had become éo predomin-A
ant that, in the opinion of ‘A. Castro: "even re1igiou; be]ief seemed
—at times to be subordinated;to it, to the 1mper1oué QT?1-of the
Christian, to the ‘purpose of maintaining oneself in anr exalted position,
superior to everything.eise.f] And it 'was i the sixtee: on century )

“that this:concern with” the personaI‘worth; Tor cnid se -enteemiof
the indiVidua],oaccording to the same wre:zer, -bsorbe” cie <:anjard's
entire sce]e ofAQaTues, 0uttOOk and cepac‘ty for *4w:re,“&‘

The apparent degree of.significenee ¢ . :uired by persc -al north
and ‘self-esteem th théf]ife of the Christian arv-n as a rosult of the
Reconquest‘and;the long period‘of'co-existence and mutual 1nteractions;
between three difterent groups of people. Semitic inf1uences; that is
to say, bothAAhabio and ‘r“ra1c 1nf1uences, p1ayed a decisive role in
the format1on of these att1tudes Is]am values highly all that ex1sts,
beg1nn1ng w1th man,_because he is the work}of God. This. led to the

va1u1ng of man for the sake of what God a]Feady had put 1nto him. ,Ae,a"‘

consequence, to expect everythwng from diviné mercy because one fee]s

h1mse1f to be the "son @f God” and to eva]uate onese]f 1ntense1y, became"'v

Span1sh traits wh1ch were furthey strengthened by the contact with the

.47 S
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Jews. The latter considered themselves God"s "chesen people” and-were

imbued by a strong'feeling of being superior to both Chriftians.and: '
Moor;.3 'This feeling of sUperiority‘nae accomdan{edvby concern with °
';the “purityfof Tineage" or “purity"ofbbiood" which~he]ped the Hispano- o
Hebrews to Maintain themselves as a.caste apart.4 {The basis of the

‘ sem1t1c 1dea of 11neage was . the belief that the body was worth more

than- the works accompl1shed by the person, because b1o1og1ca1 descent
took, precedence over those very works.s‘ Assoc1ated with it was the
prestjge enjoyed .in Jewish society by'the Fbene—t001m 1.e. "sons of
wealth or of good peon1e , which formed an 1nst1tut1on among the Jews,

a noble class to whijch. the Talmud a]]udes.6

This filial manner¥of
“designating the cdnditioneof a person-was of “semitic origin; it ekisted | :‘v'
as well among the Arabic deople foréwhom the phrase ”awiad ni'mati"

has a meaning implying "rich people" and, by inference, those of goed

>:fam1]y 7 . ‘ . ' : k : -

The concern with lineage and purity of blood made a great 1mpact

on the Chr1st1an mind.” The Cast111§p express1on ”f1Jos d' a]go or

“hijos de bien? (ﬁch11dren of wealthy or nob]e origin’ ) was-trans1ated from

" the Hebrew "bene-tovim". If during the fifteenth century and pr1or Chr]st—‘

Aians (espec1a11y members of the ar1stocrat1c fam111es) had mixed w1th

Jews without considering the cross1ng of b1ood an abominétibn, by the p )
end of this same century, the Christians, who by then hadﬁfU]Ty assimi-
lated the-preoccupation with.thm pdrity of 1ineage, considered it '

”q"1nfamous to gxx with H1spano Hebrews and H1spano Moors This trend a

accelerated in the fo1]ow1ng decades in suciia\way that around 1554

J0viedo .could say:
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It is true that,among all the |Christian nations
‘there 1is none where -it is betfer known than in

Spain, who are the nobles and who the people of
pure caste and wh ] suspicious beliefs;
all this remains hidden in the.-other nations.

‘In the:tee1ing of 1ineage was inherent auoreoccupation with the
famity name and a des1re on the part of the individual to prove his own
worth and to enhahce that name In the H1spano Chr1st1an these coricerns
,man1fested themse]ves in h1s endeavor to “mantener Ta honra" (to upho]d

one s,honor) and ganar honra" (to gain honor).]O

To'gainbhonor Was
.the same as to secure for one s self and h1s fam11y social recogn1t1on,
.wh1ch was obtained when the 1nd1v1dua1 possessed d1st1nct1on, exce]]en—
cy power and prestlge Next we sha]l review some of the evidence
which serves to 1nd1cate the extent to wh1ch the concern w1th honar
:Jdom1nated the 1ife of the Span1ards

In the tenth century, the Cast111an Count Fernan Gonzdlez, -

ho]ding a counc11 w1th his fo]]owers in wh1ch was to be decaded whether

- - battle- shou]d be waged aga1nst the far ¢ more: numerous hosts of - the

eneny , rebutted'the arguments advanced by a knight who opposed m111tany
engagement with the fo]]ow1ng argument T : o E

The reply to this (that battle should not be waged) is

. that, as man cannot elude death or escape from it, he
must try}t die with as much honor as possible. .
And, by #nhgaging-and winning a battle, I will, gain’
much honor and all you still more, and you will make
:of me the best man of Spain,

F1ve.centur1es later we can*f1nd'evidence demonstrattng the fact
that on occas1ons, the French refused to fight the troops of the
:Span1sh captain Fernandez de Cordoba because, as they said: “Those
< mad Span1ards value a little honor more than a thousand lives and are

incapable of enJoytng this 11fe w12 , ' ' : : _ v., o f
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The Spanish Knight of the late Middle Ages aspired, as Don Juan

13

Manuel did, to win the guerdon of fame, for then mankjnd would say of

him: "The man died but not his name" ("murio el hombre, mas no el

nombre”). This later became an heraldic motto: “Muera el hombre y
' ‘ ' 14

.

viva e] nombre”‘(“let the man die, but the . name survive").
In'the‘panegyriCal biagraphy of Pero Niffo (1378-1453); Count of

Buelna, wrttten by the chrbnic]er Gutierrez Dfea‘de Games (1446-?),

we note the fo]iowing advite inen to Pero’Niﬁo by hﬁs educator:

My son, take heed that you are of great 11neage, . N .
and that the wheel of the world, which is never ‘ '
still nor lets things stay in good estate, brought
down your-very honored lire, and made the great
small and the lofty poor and low. You must
struggle and work to return to that state, and even
,“’«uxgass in grandeur and nob111ty those from whom
h;;igynq‘are descended; for it is noth1ng wonderful for
T mdhto resemble his father in maintaining that
estate that he was left, for he found it already
earned, but it is very praiseworthy of him to
exceed all those_from whom he comes and ga1n
greater d1gn1ty 15

(A
" And an old family motto which c]eaf]y indicates the strong

fee11ng of lineage that ex1sted among the Span1ards reads as- fo]]ows P -
Antes que Dios fuera Dios . "‘ ' %;E? A \\\’)////K
.y los penascos penascos, S , S :

los Quirds eran .Quirds . ) N .

y los Velascos, Velascos.16 : : , S . .
That is, the Quiros-Velasco fami1y proclaimed to believe itself older
(and nobler by implication) than the oldest rocks and even God.

,‘Fina1ly, Pedro de Medina in his Libro de la verdad offers -us

':insight into the nature of the "earthly aspiratiohs” Qf.a'sixteenth
century Spahiard when he has one of ‘the characters of his bOok-dec1are:

! sa1d that [ thought of myself as foqtunate, for I
~ana gentleman of illustrious lineage. - The origin
of my ancestors-is very generous. My fathers and
_grandfathers mustered continually great nobility and
’ <



were well known everywhere. Hence I come from
pure, noble and illustrious blood.

I said that I feel very happy for I have in my
house a great multitude of stewards, servants
and slaves to obey me; and so I have many who
are attentive to the wishes of my will. A1l of
them serve me and obey me and execute whatever

[ ask them to do. And in all this I hold myself
as a man of fartune.

[ said that I receive great satisfaction in the
fact that there are continually quests sitting
at my table, with whom I laugh.and enjoy myself.
I prepare for them great banquets with abundant
and sophisticated food; which makes them greatly
praise me for my -generosity and hold me in high’
regard for my liberal temperament. And I ’
consider thjs of great merit.

I'said that I esteem it as a great benefit the
fact that I am well known by everyone. I maintain
relations and conversations with many. My fame

is everywhere. Many are familiar with my deeds
and name. So it is that praise to my name has.
extended over the world. For this reason I
consider myself a man  of fortune.

.
The necessity_fqr playing a %o]e in\society, for being we]]—»_
khoWn and famed,vyas ﬁnhéréht in the Spanisa condition. _The.COncept of
“honra" iﬁb]fes,the réspeqt‘fhat one is owed and reéeiVes‘from others
'asva'recognition of one's virtue,.deedS»of valor, generbsity,‘nob]é'
~aétion§, prestige and power. The desire for showing one's mégﬁifi;
cehée'agﬁ gehérosfty‘hanifestéd'itse1f in the satisfaction'found in
surrounding bneseif with a multitude of seEVants‘ahd.clientsp This
tendency was'already clearly eYident in Spanish society by the middle
of the fifteénth*ceﬁtury. —Atvth?t time a French vjscoUnt with an
income of 15,000 crowns had with hin only two giardsmén at the siege
of Cadi]}ac;Aénd'ih'éime of peace he mainta{ﬁédAﬁé more than ten
iattgndantﬁ,‘and'they ahd he‘a£e by assignment in the servants' dining

roon or the hall of the king. Contrasting this with«theASpanish‘staté

)
/



of affairs, Bishop Fernando de la Torre exclaims:
What knight is there in Castile who with a third
of the French viscount's income does not take
three times as many guardsmen, and docs not
ordinarily maintain six times as many pecople, and
does not regard it as degrading for him and his 18
attendants to eat in the dining hall of His Lordship?
In the context of the Reconquest and Crusade against Islam,

"honra" and fame could be qained by courageous warfare and the accon-
plishment of valorous deeds’. - As Joan de lucena, notary and counsellor
of the Catho]ic Monarchs, said:

“Listen in a little ]onger about this n111tary,

gentle life. . . . It brings with it divine

grace and inmortal fame that we mortals most

fong for; to 1ive without end in the remory of 9

poster1ty is the greatest of the worldly goods.

To exalt the prestige of one's~11neage and so to gain "honow",
the sixteenthvcentory Spaniard fought for God'and King in the fields
of Europe. That their primary. intention in-joining the mil%tary pro-
fession was to gain "honor", ‘and nct wealth, is clearly confesscd by

the” soldier Cliterio: - "I came (tO‘figh‘ in Flanders) not for the sake

of mater1a1 rewards, wnlch are small enough and which I do not need

,but to 1ncrease my. nob1]1ty in the exerc1se of war. “20

Span1sh med1eva] eoncepts comp]etely separated riches uromf
:nob1]1ty A nob1enan was c]ever and’ ab]e, powierful and above a]]
yirtudus “The highest orade of med1eva1 nob111ty ‘wWas formed by the :

“ricos homes" and "r1cas nembras”; and money did. not allew one to belong .

to this class. 21

But 1f money d1d not open the door, the long per1od
" of warfare during the reconouest had offered many individual Spanlards
.the opportun1ty to e]evafe themse]ves above their cond1¢fon  The

"Poema de] M1o Cid" te]]s us that the ch1va]ry of med1eVu1 Spq1n rested



on a broad democratic basis. In practice almost every Christian could
become a "caballero" who served in war with a horse, even if he was not
an,hida1jo. Furthermore, every Hispano—ChriStian'of whatever degree
and condition was permeated with a sense of his own dignity as a .free-
man -- his Qwh nobility as a descendant of the Visigoths. And this
“fundamentatl democratic sense instead of suppressing the nobility actu-
ally extended 1t to those below, so that each peasant might become an
hidalgo. 22.
| John Lynch's statement “the easy success of the nobility created
in the who]e’of Castilian society a pro—aristocrdtic mentality and gave
it iﬁs‘characteristic-imprﬁnt for centuries to come“,23 tends to be
mis]eadihg for-it confuses causes with effects It was the pro- aristo-.

cratic  mentality Wh1ch ex1sted among “the people and wh1ch manifest- -

ed itself. in a contwnuaj search for honor and distinction, that permitted

~1n‘ahd directed the development and growth of the Spanish nobility.

‘\Commentingiabout this pro-aristocratic mentality, the Mexican historian
Jose Miranda has sa1d

The great va]ue conferred .upon the noﬂ?11ty status
“turned him Who had it -- as insignificant as Ehe
status possessed might have been -- , into its
relentless defender, and he who was lacking in it
into its most persevering pursuer. . . . All kinds
of conceivable calamities will be endured by any
common man .as long as he might place himself inside
the ranks of the nob1]1ty The soldier and the
conqueror will ask, as reward for their services, a
patent of nobility. for, after all, it was as a
reward for their deeds in war that the high nob111ty
of Castile had secured the titles of which it was so
proud. The peasant and the rich merchant would not
dare to go so far, for the kind of services they
rendered were not of the kind that could be rewarded
with a patent of nobility, however they would do all
they could, with ‘the help of the capital they had 4
accumu]acéd to secure the much coveted titles. {é
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This passion for ennoblement was felt-most strongly by the
hidalgo class which, increased from below, was pecoming larger every
day. In the figures for the allocation of the subsidy of 1541 in
Castile, the hidalgos (who were exempted from_che payment'of taxes)
numbered 108,358 and th. pecheros (taxpayers) 784,578. As these
figures represented householders, the total might have been 540,000'

hidalgos and 3,923,000 commoners. 25

The economic significance of this
is that 13% of the people of the kingdom of Castiie paid no taxes and
general]y performed no work of any kind. 26 The a]arming economic aspect .

of this tendency towards knighthood was occasionally attacked by royal

-

decrees (for example, those of John II on December 20, 1442) and also .,

by the Cortes (agreements of the Cortes of Palencia in 1431, those of
27

the Cortés of Qcaffa in 1464) . But these efforts were in vain.

Slowly but ccnstantly the Monarchy was bending to strong pressures com-

¥

ing from the sector of the nobility. The Catholic Monarchs were

responsible for haVing taken three important steps which facilitated

the concentration of lands in the hands of the aristocracy:

—‘they confirmed and. extended the right of estab]ishing mayorazgos
(Laws,of Tpro, 1504); that is,‘tne right of hereditary transmission
which entaiied property to the firstbarn of a family, -

- they approved of a policy of matrimonial conneCtions,whose only
resdit was to produce a'concentratiOn of property in. the hands of
those wno,a]ready nad it, and

- indGrenada_chey carried out a policy favorable tolthe aristpcracy.
Granada was a new conquest, but with‘the exceptipn of the western
sectioné of the kingdom (Ronda, Mé}aga, Alora, Coin), which were

given to péasants and workmen from lower Andalusia, the rest was
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turned over to the nobles.

Ahout the year 1500 the nobles owned 97Y ot the territory of the
Pen{nsula_either directly or.hy Jurisdiction. This is the same as&
saying that 1.5% of the population owned almost the entire territory.
of this 975, 45% belonged to bishoprics, high ecclesiastics, cathedral
chapters, canonries, the urban aristocracy and the knights. fhe
remaining’3% was shared by some four or five million Castilians. As
for the country's revénues, one-third belonged to the King, one-third
to the nobility, and the other third to the Church, which is like °
‘repeating "the aristocracy", for its secohd sons owned the choicest
part of the ecc]esidstiéé] perquisijﬁs.zg

However, stat{stics such ésathese when incorrectly interpreted,
can create a false picture of reality. An important diffehenpe exists
between owning a territory directly and owning it by‘jurisdiction.;
Pedro Corominas, after an examination of various Castilian Tega] codes
(Fuero Rea], Fuero de A]yedr{o, Fuero de Tas Fazaflas de los Fijosdalgo)
and municipal and ecclesiatical charters of the Middle Ages, concludes
that territoria] property in Castile was fundamentally a collective

B
attr1bute, a]though the idea of property was given a connotat1on of

. se1gneury.30 Furthermore, as Corom1nas po1nts out, the Castilian

never Tearned to apprec1ate the source of wealth represented

in the Tand and, as a consequence, never became attached, much less

_roqted;to it.. The Castilians were not_1nterested g the possesgion of
the land, but rather in ruling seigneurially over it., They strived

after the fruits of the land, but not. the 1and/itse1f; they 'did not

-

aspire as much to the possession of a territory as to the déminion over

31

the men who inhabited it. On this score, certain lines from-the Poem



of Mio Cid (1140} are highly significant:

0fd a mi, Albar Fdnez e todos los cavalleros'

En este castiello grand aver avemos preso;

los moros yazen muertos, de bivos pocos veo.

Los moros ¢ las moras vender no los podremos,

que los descabecemos nada nos ganaremos;
cojamolos de dentro, ca el senor{O'tenemps; -

posaremos en sus casas, ¢ dellos nos servirenos.

Hear me, Albar Fdfdez and all knights'

We have taken great wealth in this castle;

the Moors lie dead; few live ones do I see;

Moorish men and Moorish maids we cannot sell,

Nor by chopping off their heads will we gain anything;
Let us keep them inside, for we have the seigneury;

We shall dwell in their houses and we shall make use gf_them.32

To exercise seigneury while utilizing the services of the Moors
-- such was the conscious program. To the O1d Christian of the Recon-
quest period the riches He could manipu]éte with his hands were more
important than the inanimate land. He aspired to have‘sei?neurial rule
oQér the land because the Jatter was seen as a means to aéquire
prestige, wéa]th and pdwer, but no inﬁefest existed in h or direct
partfcipation in the development of the natural resources of a-piece
-of‘territory. ‘In a country where a general desire to rule seigneurial-
"1y is substituted for genuine attachment to fthe land, it is"to be .
expected that, sooner or Tlater, most of its territory will fall Qnder
the jUrisdictiQn of those who, accompanied{by luck, strive more per-
severing]&.in the imposition of their power dver others.

Thé will to dominate, to rule seigneurially, existed not oniy at
the']eVe] of the individual, but also at the tevel of-the State. This
was’io be expected for both rulers and ruled Qere the products of the
same society-and_the‘same cu]tqrq1.envjronment.l Thé aspirations of the
ones(ref1ected; in smaller or .larger scale, the éspirations of the

others. In the fifteenth century.the voice of Bishop Don Alonso dé

3
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Cartagena i heard proclaiming:

Hew much glory tor Spain, how wach fane for her
vassals, how nuch honor tor Spain, it the clerqy,
religious and seculars, wonl against Granada and
the knights with the Ling rushed.into Africa’
This-certainly would mcan anothor neme for the
clergy than that of vich. Greater wealth would
ther2 be in accunulating kingdoms than in piling
up treasure .S )
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8Jaimo-Vigens Vives, "The Economy of Ferdinand and Isabella",
in Spain in the Fifteenth Century, R. Highfiald, edi, p. 254,

2y idem, p. 253-254, o i

30Pedro Corominas, E1 sentimiento de la riéuezq1en Castilla,
p. 222. ‘ S o

3]ib1:dem, p. 118,
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“CHAPTER V¥

CONTEMPT FOR MANUAL LABOR

a»é: In Chapter [ of this study it was pointed out that, during the
Reconquest, the Castilian became convincéa that an1y>tﬁe-practice of
war and the exercise of authorﬁﬁy were valuable activities; only by

: pfaCticing these activjfﬁes could honor be gained. The existen?e of
the Hispano-Christian bééan to center more and more on the “1mpossjb11-
ity" of wérking at tasks which weré deemed dishonbrab]e. Great value
was';ttached to personal coufage‘ahd little to mechanita1 activities
and intellectual pursuits. . ’

To what degree manual labor was abhorred by thg Christidn caste
is brought clearly -into relief in a passage of a‘book'by‘Rodrigo

Séﬁchez de Arévalo, Spaeculum Vitae} pub]ished around 1450, in which a

:

father advises his.son as follows:

My son, keep firmly "in your mind the dictunf of the
ancients: that it is not fitting for a wise man and
one who competés, for honor, glory or virtue, to make
use of the mechanical arts and to take pleasure in
activities which are Jow and-servile. . . . Tt is
with good reason.that these arts and the like. are

- ¢talled "mechanical" because "mechan", [that is, soil
‘the persor] do not better one's understanding, nor
do they prepare you for following the course of
virtue. ' :

And Cuic{ardinig'aﬁ Italian visitor'to»the Court of fhe Cath61ié,
~Mohafchs, comments: "They (the Spéniérdé) do not stand out in any:’
méchanicqllor liberal art. MNearly af1~thevcraftsmen at the eourt’of
the King are French and other qatibna]jties.“z  . |
'4 The‘sixteeﬁth ﬁentury Spanish;bumanist Juan Ginés de~Sepd1veda, .

a well-travelled man and knowledgeable of the customs of other countries,

- copfirms the opinion éxpressed by Guiciardini when he decTares:
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!
In our times we can’sece th t there exists 'in the
main cities (of Europe) eglect of the m1l1t%%
profession and @ general 4 sence of interest in¥ the
arms; instead, thepeople Xre concerned in the first
place with commerce\and family affairs. In this way
many become rich and sUcceed in accumulating immense
fortunes. Meanwhile, there is scargity of strong
and courageous men and, without resorting to mercenary
troops, it is impossible to make war or to carry it
, on once it has been started. Very different from
all this is what takes place in many parts of Spain,
and especia]]v in our city of Cordoba, where no -
not1ce s taken of commerce and 1t is cons&dered

states: ' “

A rare thing and precious gift of Nature is the very
great courage and endeavor that exists among the
Spaniards, and no other nation is better endowed in
these qualities than Spain. Because in-=ltaly,
France and the other kingdoms of the world,:only

the nobles, knights and the individuals of warlike
disposition are especially or naturally experienced
in the use of arms, while among.the rest of the
people, and aricng all those who are employed in
mechanical arts and in agriculture, -and among. the -
common people, few are the ones that engage in the
art of war. Ip our Spanish nation, on the other
hand, it seems as if all its men were born :
principally and particularly dedicated to the
military profession and the use of arms, and they
find the art of war so fitting to them that all the
rest seems accessory and willingly they divgst them-
selves of everything to engage in this art. :

During the M1dd1e Ages Span1sh trade, commerce and manufactur1ng
were ma1n1y the act1v1t1es -0f Jews and Hoors The adm1n1strat1on of.

finances, on the other hand was a]most exc1u51ve1y in the hands of

- the Tormer. V1cens Vives notes the fact that after the‘end of the

fourteenth century the ro]e of the Jews as usurers and financiers
dec11ned a]] over Western Europe w1th the on1y notab]e exception of

Castile where, on che contrary, the1r influence grew daily~to the point
i;Ztion. That

Eb&tffhey obtained control over most of the money in circu



of the Castilian bourgeoisie (that is, the Castilian bourgeoisie of 01d

Christians) fbr creating banks and banking deposits. But, more import-

ant, V1ves notes the immoderate desire for -Juxury and ostentat1on wh1ch_

characte€1zed Cast111un society and was one of its chief vices. The
nob111ty, the c]ergy and the bourgeo1s1e ruined themse1ves because of
their esire to dazz]e OtrdFS with Jewe]s, c]oth1ng and ornaments.

"The raison d'etre of the f]nanc1a] power of Jews and conversos (convert-
N LY

ed Jews)" -- Vives conc]udes%—f was that they alone were the ones who
understdod the valle of money in Castile."?

After 1492 -- the year of the expulsion or forced conversion of
the Jewd -- much trade, commerce and financing was still done by

T,
"oy

 conversos but, as the urge to prove the respectability of one's blood
hecame more urgent, they were in great part substituted by Italians,

*Germans,G English and French merchants who, by the middle of the six-

teenth century, were already playing the leading part 1n~$panish econ- -

.omic enterprise.7

Thetimportant rcle played by the Génoese in the econqmic(11fe
of sixteenth century Spain'is,striking. By the middTe of this century
there were tWenty Genoese merchant houses cperating in Spadn, while
only f1ve or s1x could be c]assxf1ed as genu1ne1y Cast111an Mbreover,
there was a 1ack of stay1ng power in the Span1sh f1rms which can be seen
in-the career of the Rmye»fam11y Simén Ru1z (probably a eonvert), the
initiator, was a successful and enterprisﬁng businessman who Began.his
commercial activities in 1550 as an importer of Breton linens. The

second generat1on of his descendants d1ss1pated the wea1th created by

'the f1rst, and sought to abanOn bus iness for nob1]1ty 8 And'th1s
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. desire for a more ”honorab1e” life was contagious: Those among the
Genoese who ]1ved'permanent1y in Seville -- wheTe they were numerous and
had formed a colony -- tended to become integrated into the Span1sh
community and to adopt the Span1sh social system of va]ues With few
exceptions their children turned away from trade and entered.the )

service of church and state By the third generat1on, the commercial

background of the fam11y was forgotten and it then cou]d be cons1dered

as comp]ete1y h1span1zed 9

The Moors and'Moriscoswo, as we have a]teady seenh, were occupied
as small traders%‘antisane and muleteers. They were also 1ndustnious

.and exce]]ent farmers . Theﬁr.craftsmanship and:their taste for agri-

cultural activities (love of trees, of all the products of the land)

had a religious basis. The individual did not become unworthy because

his ancestors were manual ]aborers Doing manual tasks well was a .

moral duty much emphasized by the laws and ordinances with regard to

good conduct 1n the pract1ce of arts and crafts 1 .The results of

this work ethic became quickly apparent. ‘The Arab kingdom of Granada

was, during the f1fteenth century, r1ch, prosperous and fert11e It

had a dense and industrious population, ]2‘ agriculture was proaperous,
workshops were active,. and a very remuneratiVe-tradebwas carried on
with Africa. -Granada exported wneat, grapes, fruit, sugar, dyestuffs
and silk; manufactured goods, among which were vejvets, damasks, and

' VJ?go]‘d Jewelry; and minerals such as gold, silver and‘]ead.]gb But

thtrty~ﬁour years after Granada was taken from the Moors 1n']492.tbe

picture had draética11y changed. At this time, the Venetian‘ambassador

Andrea Navajero, in a visit to Granada, commented:

<



Hidflen among them (the waters, fruits, trees,
woofls) are the farms of the Moors, many in ruins,
for the Moorish population is diminishing and it
is they who keep everything” in order; the ‘
Spaniards here, as in other parts of Spain, are
not very . industrious and do not cultivate or sow
the Tland with good will; "they 1ike togo. to the
war or to the Indies and wake their fortune in
this way, rather than in any other.14

The Venetian ambassador was right. The Spaniards -- in .marked
contrast with the Moors who felt a.deep love for the land and a taste
for agricuiture activities -- were not interested in the cultivation

o P ,
of the land. Peasants were held in high contempt by the Castilian

hida]gdia (hidalgo c]ass),»and‘pfoof of this were«%hé words pronounced

by Mio Cid at the Oath of Santa Gadea:

Villanos te maten Alonso - villanos que no hidalgos
de las Asturias de Qviedo .- que no sean castellanos;
Matente con aguijadas - no con lanzas ni con dardos,,
con cuchillos cachicuernos - no con punales dorados.

...................................................

.- May you be. killed by villains, Alonso -"by villians and,

) not hidalgos
from the Asturies and Oviedo - they shall not be Castilians;
May they kill you with goads - not with .spears and darts,
‘with horn-handled knives - not with golden ‘daggers. ‘

...........................................................

- In the mind of the minstrel authof of.these verses, the Castil-

s

~ians ‘are identified as hidalgos "par excellence" while the Asturians,

because more ostensibly dedicated to agricultural activities, are-

. stamped with the attribute of coarse villainy. Further evidence of

the contempt-in which peasants;were held in Castilian society ‘is
produced by the Cortes of Palencia which, in 1437, decreed that neither
peasants nor_commohers could be appointed as representatives.]s

Manual Tabor was not accorded legal status in Spain until the

S o
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reign of Charles I11I (1759—1788)‘in,the course of an invasijon of

' rationalist ideas from foreign lands. The decree of 1783, which in

Spain has been ca]]éd the "most revo]ut1onary measure of the century“.
st1pu1ated that individuals entering business or industry did not lose
thereby their t1t1e to h1da1gu1a, or their e11g1b111ty for mun1c1pa]

emp]oyment as they had ‘before. ]7 -

[f farming as well as finances, trade, commerce and manufactur-

ing were activitiec with which the hidalgo was not concerned, what were

"

 the courses of action open to him? The Spanish Sixteenth century

saying "Church, or sea, . or royal service" gives an answer. to this

question. Another contemporary commentary runs 51m1]ar]y "(There

are) six-Spanish adventurers: One goes to the Indies, another to

[taly, another to»F]andérs, another 1is engaged in 1aw3uits,‘another is
in prison, and another is taking religious VoWs . And in Spaln there

are no other kind of peop]e save these Six ment1oned ul8

NOTES -

]A Castro, Aspectos del vivir hispdnico: Espiritualismo, ™
mesianismo, act1tud personal en Jos siglos XIV a] XVI; Santiago de
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2V1a3e, L1bros de Antano, VIII, p. 199. Tran5crfbed.in A.
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Spain_in the Fifteénth Century, p. 51.

’

/

H . .
6The Germans - in Spain dealt mainly in mining ‘M4 milling. The -
Fuggers were given the administration of the mercury mines of Almadén
and the silver mines of Guadalcanal in southern Spain, as well as the
property of the military orders; the latter concession meant that vast

grain lands, pastures, tells and peasant dues were placed under foreign

control, to exercise w! ich the Fuggers. introduced their own agents,
German, methodical and zealous. (See J. Lynch, Spain Under the

- Habsburgs, p..+}31.)

73, Fraser Ramsey, Spain: The Rise of the First World Power,
83. . - ’ .

85, Lynch, Spain Under the Habsburgs . . . , p. 106.

9 ‘ 3

- “Ruth Pike, "The Genoese in Seville at the Opening of the New
WOr]d”, Journal of Economic H1story, vol. 22, n. 3, September 1962,
p. 351 . , .

]OHor1scos was the name the Christians gave to the Moors who
remained in the Peninsula after the Reconquest was completed.

- 11

A. Castro, The Spéniardéi S ., p. 282,
]ZThe population numbered about 600,000 pebp]e.

]3V1cens Vives, "The Economtes of Cata]onwa and Castile", in >
Spa1n in the Fifteenth Century, p. 248. The Moslems are responsib]e
for the introduction into Spain of rice, sugarcane and 'cotton, oranges
and lemons, thus changing the distinctive character of Mediterranean
agriculture from its reliance on olivey and wines. They also intro-
duced paper manufacturing and it was tZe1r hand1craft that produced-
the great steel blades of Toledo, the leather of Cdrdoba, and heavy
silks that rivaled those of- Byzant1um

e -

]4V1aje por Espana del magn1f1co M1cer Andrea NavaJero, embaJador
hde Venecia al Emperador (arlos V; translated from the Italian by
Antonio Fabie; Nadr1d L1bros de Antafio,in. 8, 1889, p. 296.

15Transcmbed in Pedro Caorominas, E1 sentimiento de 1a riqueza en

Castw]]a, p. 235.



lél_uis Sudres Fernandez, "The Kingdom of Castile in the Fif-
teenth Century'", 1in »Sju_a_j_pmip_r_t_lLe_Ej'Ll;_e_g\‘t_h_CE_r}__t‘g_r_j_y_, p. 95.

7Sakari Sariola, Power and Resistance: The Colonial Heritage

of Latin America; Ithaca and London, Cornell University Press, 1972,
p. 216.

]85\’15 the title of the book said to have been written in
the middle of the sixteenth century by an eccentri‘c named Vasco Diaz
Tanco de Frenegal. See B.J. Gallardo, Ensayo de una biblioteca

espanola de libros raros, II, p. 784.
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PART II

THE EMIGRANTS TO THE INDIES
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CHAPTER VI . %

THE CARLY STXTLENTH CEHTURY SPARTSH PMIGRATS PO THE TNDIES

Sixteonth contury Spain was not o culturally homoyeneous country
= if such a counlry can cver exist -- but rather consisted of a serics;
of regional nuclei -- the Castiles, Aragon, Catalenia, Galicia, EXLYU;
madura, Andalusia among others (see Fiqure 9) -- cach with cultural
characteristics of its own, which sonctimes went so far as te manifest
themselves in different lanquages (sce Figure 10).

In the past it was assumed that the majority of Lhe Spaniards
who cibarked for the Indies in the first decades c¢f the sixtecnth
century came from the southern regions. »quay»it is known that signif-
jcant numbers of colonists Cﬁme,frbm other parfs of Spain, not
only the townsjin Extiremadura and Andalusia (sce Figures 11 and 12).
The voluminous records kept on passengers officially licensed to emi -
grate dcmonstrate also that men from all walks of, Life descended upon
America.]'_Oviedo was well éﬁare of the cultural differences that
existed among Lhe emigrants to thé Indies when‘he points out that:

"not all the vassals of the Crown of Spaiﬁ are of like customs and
similar languages”.z. This being the case, must it be assuned that the
woer view and vital attitudes of the sixteenth century Spah{ards who
came to the Indies varied according to socié] béckgrOund and regional
origin? There is no doubt that, at a c]oée level of analysis, varia—
tions can be found;to exist in the wqf]ﬁ-view;'ahd vital attitudes Qf
individuals wfth similar cultural background. However, at the morc-
general level at which our analysis is being conducted, it can be said

that, fundamentally, and once allowance is made of significant,
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o
DISTRITUTION oF EMIGRANTS, 1509-1534
Andaliusia (1 Castile:
Sevilin 1.6 Viallndold $21
Cordobyy RS . Burgos ! A6
. Huelva PR ) Aviln . _i 175
Inén 151 Segaovan ! 155
Cidiz 114t Palencin i 156
Ciranaeda s Santnoder . | 103
Milaga ) Nornin | 78
Ahnerin . . t) R Logrono 71
' | 2215 Lo
- f — . _
Ertremadura: ’ New Castile: |‘

Padajéz. ... .. R o N0 Toledo o0 125
Creeres___ . . ! 199 Noadnd 192
S - Crawdabgara R 91
! 1,480 Ciadad Rewd o0 | 127
Cueney . | 45

I,fll‘l/.‘ ] I - —
Saluomarea oL 652 | SN0

Zamora : 166 ' 1 . — e

fedn ..o 1038 Cyitalonaa: :

— Buarcelona . . . 17
: ©21 Cierona o . 1)
- - Wareagann oL . ] 5

|
Besipie poovinees; |

Férudn .

Vizedya . oo . e e
Ciuipdzeon oo ' K
Aluvi i I
e drauin:
i 211 - Zaragoza_ . . .
e e Teruel ...
(olicra: . ’ 1 Huesen
Coruna. e ! 50 !
fugo. oo oo I 35 ! .
Orense. .. ... ... . i 27 ! ’
Pontevedeo © i 27 ¢ Murcrar
X —_ Aibuerte
34 ! Murcia .o
Asturios. . e 181 d
| | *!
Valencia: i " Navarra . R
Valenein: . 200 4 .
Alieante ' 4 \ Baleares . _
Castellon 2 i
’ ‘ o Canarias . L.
26

Figure 11.

1509 - i

Table I: Emigr s to the Indies by provinces "

Source: G. Foster, Culture and Conquest, p. 31 N

o

e



/3

"GAE O ‘I A ‘eoldaly A eueds3 8p PLUAOISLH . :32unog§

w

TCC1-60GL “S3duLa0uad AQ S8Lpul 8yl 03 sjuedbirwy  tzy auanbiy

e
"

Y

:o <_uz
K

N ad

\ L,ma.__pm,qu

~ -ll\/

P n...v& Ty e mm,_.n.uﬂ :
RS M VR SN
© ¢ SR Y

o.,




soctably-determined variations (a0 10 the cane of Phe ditLer on o i

attytudes towards the world and Thte thet e cod ielween s fon

aries and soldiers), the vital abtitude Tews, characteriat
of the Castilian hidalgo were also oo, Phe Chr i tian

A L .
Spaniarvds of the perios  whatoVer their [N b and yegional
origin.  Selt-osteom and concern with pervaonal worth, continuou,

*,uavng;h for hono a%’?i will ot seigqneury, and o deep contenpt of manual
(u,.tiv‘i ties were cultural traits that, thoual the yoraniteastod themsolves
First, and with mnore irnfl‘r)‘,ity than anywiere el o0 among the Castilian
Rrdalgo clan, appearcd (0 0 dledatler or s deirec g alnon it every

Spanish individual of the period.  Oviedo, speckaing of the Spaniards
Tiving in the New World says:
How will the Andalusian aet along with the Valencian,
the man from Perpionan with the cie faom (I«frwh)lm, the
Galician with the Castilian. . . 2 VWho will reconcile
the Basque and the Catalan. who are of such different
provinces and tonques. 7 But since the cause has
been so great, there has been no cease in the flow of
pecple of distinguished blood, and knights and nidalgos
who decided to Teave their homeland of Spain to take
up residence in these parts .3 '

From these words we can conclude that thé members of the hetero-
geneous group of-Spaniards which cane to the Indies were united in the
prosecution of a common goal. What they considered lofty and full of
prestige made Spaniards of them all., Further, Oviedo's words
indicate ‘that many of the Spaniards who came ‘to the Indies were "people
qf distinguished blood and knights and h%da1gos”; fhat is, precisely
those Spaniards who are the best representatives of the vital attitudes
ond world view we have.been studying. The conqueror Bernal Diaz del

Castillo confirms Oviedo's assertion: "We all were hidalgos", he says,

referring t. the group of Spaniard- who accompanied Cortes in the

/4
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conquest of Mexico. 4 A g]ance at Table 1 or the map on Figure 12 w111

"
i

indicate also that the maJor1ty of people sgge either from the reg1ons -
of the Castiles or from those of Andalusia and Extremadura, which two
regions had been conquerea by Castile and formed.an integral part of
its kingdom (see Figure 9). To confirm this fact should not come as a
snrprise;for»twognaﬁn reasons: vFirst, from the beginning of the con-
-,euest the Indies‘wehelconsidered to be the exclusive property of the
kingdem of Casti]e; ana Queen Isabella had exc1uded the Aragonese end_
Catalan from going to the Indies and participating in *his imperia]
enterprise.5 Second]y, Castile was the kingdom of Spain where the
sp1r1t of h1dalgu1a was more deep]y entrenched and consequently where
more candidates were w1111ng to leave for the Indnes in the hope of
ga1n1ng honor and fane _ -b ‘

It is also of interest tb.point out;thevtactrthat_many of the
sixteenth century Spaniards whojeame‘to:the Indies were ”segundones”
or "tercerones" (second or third-botn éonsj. _Thﬁs fami]?a] relatton-
ship left them no 1nheritance, beeauée ot the‘Custom of.primogenjture,'
with the censeqyence that they Sah'in,the cenqyest‘of the new lands a -~
"gentleman's road" to gain social aeceptance and wealth-back home, |
something. which.fate had den1ed;themY: That many, fflnotuthe_majority;
of the early sixteenth century Spaniards‘who went to'the Indiee were
segundones of h1da1go fgm111es is brought to our attent1on by Ov1edo
vihen he va11ant1y apo?§91zes for them 1n the fo]]ou*ng way':

Many of those who find themselves here are as qood

at fighting the Turk as at dancing with ladies, and

know how to do in peace or war what best fits their

honor. For, although necessity compels them to live

aiiong’ savages away from- th2ir homeland, that same

necessity mekes thein more worthy than others who were
.-born well®* "inherited, and cani enjoy life at .their ease.’



Vad

In the hope of gaining honor, the hidalgos who came to the Indies
were always willing to risk their lives. A good proof of this is given
Yater by Captain Francisco de Barrionuevo's words in an exhortation to
his companiohs to move  thent to advance against the Indian-enemy:

Gentlemen, T .came here with you with “the purpose of .

serving God and the Emperor; it is not fitting for

you to show signs of fear for you are hidalgos and

_persons experienced in greater perils. . .; I am
‘not considérimg turning back but advancing even at

the price of my life; for I came here wi the same

intention as_ you: to gain honor, and no to lose it.

The concern with honor was all-powerful and ever-present among
the Spaniards in the Hew World, and it was the major factor motivating
them to action, 1ndependent1y of whether gawn was to be obta1ned or not.
The following event Shows thi: ¢ early. The Spaniards of Captain
Pedrarias' expedition were p]ﬁnning(to 1and?5t £anta Marta on the

. g AR

. S k.3 1 . . - .
Uraba coast (Caribbean coast of Colombia),-orf-a recconnaissance expedi-

tion when the natives, armed with poisoned arrows, appeared on the

shore with the intention of preventing thei frqm41anding. At the

sight of fhe prospett Of.runhing the dangef of being mortally wounded
without obtaining considerable benefits, the Spaniards vacillated
between going on shore and_femaining on board their ships. A-consﬁ]ta“
tion was‘he]d in which different opinion§ vere expkessed, Fear!

"ﬁem to stop where they were, but~q@ncern;over“1osjng face

and actﬁng as men of honor urged them to land. They feared the

poiéoned érrows whiéh the natives shotxwith such sure aim, Uﬁt on the

other hand it seemed shameful, unwof%ga and infamou§ thail by with~
such a 1arge f]eet and so many soldiers without 1andTng Finaﬂ]y,»‘

concern with the1r honor carr1ed the day and they landed by m&ans of

<

Targe barques.8

o
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To better realize in whiéh directions the concern with honor
channelied the ac&ivities of‘the euf]Q-éfxteenth eentury Spaniards in
the Indies, it is useful to review brief]y the life-courses of some of
them as they were viewed and related by their contemporary eye-witness
Fernéndez de Oviedo. | |

Friar Nicolds gg Ovando, Comendador Mayor of the military order
of Alcéntarag and Governor of thé_ﬁsland of Espaﬁo]a’(Haiti),-ehjoyed
a sUbs;antia]yincome of 8,000 ducats a year or more. This he spent in
building fifteen houses of stone, all of fhem very we]] cbnstrhcted._
"Six bﬁ them he 1e%t to the pdor of the hospital of St. Nicholaus, of
whifh he was the founder, and the other nine he léft to his order and
convent...When he took {eave from this city (Santo Domingo) he had-to
borrowVSOO castellanos for his trip; not being .a greedy person he had
w10 ’

spent all his fortune on the poor and needy.

Fernando de Suto, first a soldijer with Governor Pedrariagédé

AQi]a, became later gbvernor of Cqbé and Adelantado of F]drida.'”He
was present in Peru whenu;he great brincé Ataba]fba was -made prfsonef;
obtained a good reward aﬁd was able to ret&ﬁn with a great fortune to
Spain. . Soon, however, he resolved to return to the.Indies where he

“lost 1ife and fortune?]]

Antonio Osorio, 'brother of thé'Marquis of Astorga, had enjoyed

in Spain an inbome'of 2,000 ducats. He had forsaken itiall to aééompany

Hernando de Soto in his‘expeditidn, and now found himself poqr?]z

- o .
Antonio Sedeﬁo, Captain General and Governor of the Island of

'San Juan (Puerto Rico), "was one of the richest men that lived on the

island at the time". However, "he lost all in the search of more honor
L . - //[\/\ \

and profit and to his desire of giving 6£Qers and be more than others“13

.
~—
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Diego de Ordaz "was a poor hidalgo of ‘'one sword and one cape |

. A Y
who obtained a generous reward and would havg stayed rich if his

thoughts had given him contentment with what he already had. 3ut this
not being the case, he went to Spain to relate his services to His

Imperial Majesty and hr was grantéd the investiture of Santiago and

other honorary benefits". Finally, "in'his desire of gaining new

titles, he obtained for himself and undertook the settlement of the

Maranon R1'ver“.]4 In this enterprise he lost both his 1ife and fortune.

Captain Francisco de Maontejo arrived in the Indies as a poor

hidaigo; He‘participateq in the conquest of New Spain and was able to
return to Spain with .a good c;pital, which helped him to build his
“house at Sa1amaﬁca and té create a mayorazgo that rented 300,000 mara-
vedis or more a year. Oviedo thinks this should have been'onough.to
satisfy}hfm,‘but tHat, unfortunately, "his intrepid §p1rit made it

¢

impossible for him to settle down and he sold everything to employ

himself in greater thingi”.]s His Majesty granted him a title of nobil-

: gpd, at his request, ndmed him Adelantado of Yucatan, a region

»

A g .
WH@ﬁé“he died a few years after.

/

/ 4 . . " . ."
Ponce de Leon "had conquered and pacified the island of Borri-

/’auén (Pueftp Rico) and through industry and good management of his

Y . .
. . . 4 . .
sources of income (granjerias) he became a very rich man, owning a

(3]

multitude of cattle, sheep, pﬁgs and mares, énd extracting p1enty'of
gé]d from the mines, through which procedures he accumulated wealth
enough to be able to 11ve-yery»comfoftab1y in this life, and even to

help others in their miseries". However, Oviedo indicates that "as he

was ‘an hidalgo and a man of noble and lofty thoughts, it seemed to him

that, once he had lost the post df Goveknor of the island of San Juan,

78,



he cquld not remain nor live happily where others would command, and so

he decided to occupy hi§A§jmg_ih‘igggjghgiyonthwhi]e and to ennoble his

person with positions of honor and state by requesting from the King a

‘position as Adelantado of F]orida“i]6

. Pedno.gQ'A1varad9_”came to the Indies as soldier of ‘one cape an:

one §WOrdﬂ poor, but noble in blood, with the intention of seeking a

1iving as is usually done by hida]goé and men of honor. As rewardﬁfor
his good diligence and gentle ability and courageous daring, he secured
a large estate and rich lands". However, he did not éett]e down to a

comfortab1e 1%fe; instead "he began to desﬁqn and contrive things of

greater 1mporfance than his forces were able to ach1eve, and of more
17

magni tude than-QE.was able to cope with'*, and his restless spirit wou]d

not be satisfied with what hg_had-a1reaqx got”.]8

.4::.;;‘ . . ) . R W

Oviedo's biogrgﬁﬁies serve to 1ndicate that the Spaniards who
»

- came to the Ind1es were pr1mar1]y mot1vated by the1r deS1re to gain

honor. Mater1a1 ga1ns were subord1nated to the satisfaction of this

des1ve, and played a ro]e of secondary 1mporwance 1n the 11fe of these

peop1e Peter Martyr, a keen pbserver, had soon noticed that the

Spaniards were peoh]e "of a restless character, constantly seeking to

: accomplish great undertakings". 19_ Pernan Cortes, 1wmmd1ate1y after the

conquest of Mex1co and the pac1f1eat1on of the region, 'started the N

construct1on of vesseTs-on the Pac1f1c coast to sail over thebSouth Seas

. ’ ' . i : .
~to discover dislands near the equatQr or below it, where he hoped, to find

gold ahd si]ver and new kinds of spices.20 It was not withodtleahse

that he had added the four words Yof the Ocean Sea" to the name which

he,had given New Spa1n. He was infatuated with beingxthe_first man to

" discover‘that route to the Indies which had been the ambition of

ar,
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Colurmbus. Above all he wanted to expand his dominions further, gaining
more fame, glory and seigneury in the process. He wrote to the Empercr:

I aw positive that, God willing, I shall discovey:
for your Majesty more kingdoms and dominions than '
all those discovered up til) now, and that, with
His guidance, my projects will succeed and Your

Highness will become the Sovereign of the qu]d.21

This statement fits well with the way in which Peter Martyr sees the

character of Cortés: e
A proud hearted+man, always "ambitious of new dignities.
. He has already for a long time enjoyed the t1t1es of
Governor and Adelantado of -the immense regions
embraced under the name of New Spain. He recently
requested investiture as knight of Santiago.

And the soldier Cristéba1:Pérez described Cortes as:

usually dressing in black and silk; his attitude is
riot proud, except that.he 1ikKgs to be surrounded by
a large number of seriﬁnts & éﬂmean attendants,
,Wand afl such that usua11y
A

chap]a1ns,‘treasure¥

deprive him of the prestige he had gained in the eyes of the -Emperor,

-

he reacts vehemently and offers us a COnfession'of the inner aspirations

that dom1nated his's, u] On that occasion he wrote to Char]es V:

It is a matter in which honor is concerned, to ga1n :
which I have suffered great toils and exposed'my . - ‘?
person to a thousand dangers:; may God not grant nor : :
your Majesty permit nor consent that the tOngUGS of
envious, evil and angry men should succeed in
despoiling me of it. 1 neither wish nor beg your
Majesty in reward.of my services to - grant_me any
other boon than th}z, without which God grant I
may cease to Tive. j
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These words clearly indicate the extreme degree to which honor dominated ®
Cortds' ]ffe. It was for Lhe sake of his honor that Cortes had nbt only
risked his Tife acry times, but even in his days as a prosperous farmer
and qotary on the island of Cuba he was spending'more than he earned
entertaining his frienu, or buying his wifo costly dresses. When he
became the powgrfu] Marquis of QOaxaca, the situaticon did not change. As
he himself confesses in a letter to the Council of the lniies:

| as I have arrived in the;e part® indebied and as,

since thens I always have bgen, and still am, indebted,
and as therp are continuaXly constant expendi tures

sustenance during~the days of my life, and how after : e
thesc<are over it be recogn%ged in my children that. their
fagher was worth something.

Inmhis incéssant‘searCh er hbﬁor the Spaniard in tie Indies
‘would give pnoof of an admirab]e energy, and would expose himself to
countless dangers and difficulties. Commenting upon thé hardships 3
Cortés'and his cdmpaﬁions went throuéh in the conquest of Mexico, Peter
Martyr says, without gxplanation:

0f all our contemporaries only Spaniards are capable
0% withstanding such trials. This Spanish race is
formed by nature to support, more easily ‘than any

~other, hardships of every kind -~ hunger, thirst,
heat, cold, 1ong:watch§s ang Wpen air encampments,
as necessity demands.? Hﬁ%& o

And the historian Oviedo remarked that ". . . in these parts for
every one who was able to gather wealth and return to Castile with or

without it, there have been many more without comparison, who hays josti -

W27

their Tives in the'enterpriée. And turther he specifies: "Here in

the Indies of 1,000 "incbmers“ not 1QO,r1hdeed not even 50, manage .to
rﬁ%urn'hOme; and sometimes of 30 dncomers there is no one who escapes
4 R . ) .

28

3'TranSTatihg a %tatement of Las.Cdsas, we find_it,is i

e



his opinion that "The Tabors spent by the Spaniards in the Indies are

SO great that it is impossible to overrate them in their harshness and

29

unbearability.' Finally, an English observer, Sir Walter Raleigh,

wrote in his History of the World:

Here I cannot forbear 'tc commend the patient virtue of
the Spaniards. We seldom or never find any nation hath
‘endured so many misadventures and miseries as the
Spaniards have done in their Indian discoveries.
Tempests and shipwiecks, famines, overthrows, mut1n1es
heat and cold, pesti1encp and a1l wmanner of disease,
both old and new, vtoyether with extreme poverty, and
want of all things acedful, have been the enemies,
wherewith every one of the1r most noble discoveries, at
one time or other, hath encountered.

‘The central point on which we have been concentrating, namely,
that the early sixtgenth century Spaniards who canme to the Hew World
were motivated, above all, by their preoccupation and concern with
upholding and gaining honor, is confirmed hy new evidence brought to
Tight in ‘some’ recent studies,‘ James Lockhart has béen looking at the

social background and character1st1cs of the 168 Spaniards who “under.

Auapta1n rrancisco P1zarro, were present at the distribution of the Inca

Tt reasure of Cajamarca. The social origins of this group of Spaniards

wer t]assified by the author as follows: “One.in ten was a notary;

,twenty\or th1rty ‘would not have been out of p1ace at the royal court.
Thé\mAJﬂ\ftrength of the group numer1ca1]y and qualitatively was

in capable ~rate commoners, lower ranked professionals and marg1nh1

31

hida]gas -~ 2 types with much in common" Lockhart emphasizes

the fact that these men were motivated by a doub]e goa] , é sejgneurial
life for themoe1ves and last1ng honor and wealth, for their fam111es 32

He a]so stresses . the Fact that fthe desire to keep a large estéb]ish—

ment and enhance the family name was a motivation actively shaping the

-

<
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Fives of loquacious and tactturn, <table and unstable, low and high. "
In a study of the carly colonial society in Peru, Lockhart has
shown some of the ways in which the concern with honor and the seigneur-
Tal ambitions of the Spaniards manifes ted themselves .  Central to both
duties and ambitions of the encomendero was the "casa poblada™, an
occupied or peepled house. The term implied a Spanish house, a table
o e 34 , -
where many quests were matntained, negro slaves, a staff of Spanish
and Indian servants and a stable of horses. The “casa poblada" was
the Targest single elemient in the dream of a lTordly Tife whick™all
Spaniards shared. Other things dmportant to this' ideal were fine
clothing, ownership of agricultural land. and herds of livestock, and
. . [ . .
holding office on the municipal councﬂs.3J Lockhart calls attention
to the fact that:
whatever their bac#qrounds, all the encomenderos tried,
in some measure to realize the same specifically
outlined social and economic ambitinns shared by the
whole Spanish population, but which only the
encomenderos cou1d fully achieve,
~The Spanish merchants living in Peru are seen by Lockhart as
"rootless as gypsies, travelling constantly, avoiding permanent invest-
~ments, anxious to climb the next rung of a Tadder that extended from

w37 e artisans also were attempting

Pofbs{ tgrough Lima to Seville.
to realize the seigneurié] ambitions which all Spaniards shared, and
- some of them succeeded fo a surprising extent in‘the externals, with
large houses werth'up ;O a thousand peéos, rumerous slaves in fheir,
shops and on their land, and a‘fetinue of ers and aeprenticesf38
Hﬁi]e Spain stil]xobserved soine re. . ctions on the tybes of
dress a]lowed to the . 1ower c]asses, arfwsans in Peru paraded in the

town squares 1n the f1nest fabr1cs, w1th1n view of ShOCKEd governors
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and viceroys who atways threatened to tabe measures » but never did.

As tor the peasantry, it is of interest to find that thio social
class did not v*iut in Spanish Peru. The Tower levels of the agri-
~cultural sector were occupivd by Negroes and Indians. " The few Span-
Tards who deigned o remain in asriculture did so as supervisors,
being called "cdpatacos“ or "Tabradores™, rather than "villanos" or

peasants.40
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CHAPTER VII - - :
COLUMBUS™ "PERCEPTION AND EVALUATION OF THE LANDS
AND NATIVES OF THE CARIBBEAN

The Perception and Evaluation of the Natural Environment ‘ R{

On his first voyage Columbus and his crew visited a number of

the Bahaman isTands, the Cuban north shore, and the north coast of

.

Haiti (sée Figure ]3§, which Columbus ndmed Espafiola. The beauty of
these islands moved Columbus greatly. fhey were fs]ands of perpetual
spring. The birds were of many fbrm§ and céﬁors and the land was ‘
extremely fertile. » Im" Columbus ' journal we can find comments such as
thévfo1]owing:. Of the Bahamas he said: |

these islands aré very green and fertile
and the breezes are very soft. . ... May Your
Highness believe that this is the best and most
fertile and temperate and,l?v?? and good land
that there is in the world. | | - T
" Y @

Of Cuba:

- - . all is green and the vegetation is as that
of Andalusia in April. The singing of little
birds-is such that it seems that a man could
never wish to leave this place; the flocks of
parrots darken the sun,"arid there_are large and
small birds of so different kinds and so unlike
oursy that it is a marvel. There are, moreover,
trees of a thousand types, all with their various
fruits and all scented, so that it is a wonder.?2

Of Espafola:

oA

°

The island is very large. It ¥s all well.
cultivated. . . . There are some plains, the
loveliest in the world, and as fit for sowing

-as theé Jands of Castile, and indeed these are
superior. . . . The plain of Cdrdoba did fiot

equal them, the two being as different as day

‘ and night. . . .* The best lands in Castile for 3

beauty and fertility eould not cormare -with these.
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\of Guanahan16, he informs us that o )

as I can gather there is a gold mine there.

-

A1l told, Columbus tended to be]ieve that "nowhere under the

~

. sun there can be found Yands superior ip fertility, in moderation of

-cold and heat, in_abundance'of good and healthy water."v4 His view

of the new lands was énthusiastic to the extreme, even after making

allowance for a certai- degree of exeggeration which Columbus used

to impress more on the mind of:the Cathalic Monarchs the beauty and

'potentia]-wea]th of the .lands he ‘had discovered:

The sierras and the mountawns, the p1a1ns, the
champaigns, are so lovely and so rich for planting

and sowing, for breeding livestock of every kind,

for bu1]d1ng towns and villages. . The harbors of

the sea in her are such as cannot be believed to

exist unless they have been seen, and so with the |
rivers, -many and great, and of good water, the
majority of which contdin gold. . . . There are . 5
many sp1ces and. great mines of gold and other metals

o The finding of go1d appears to have been the main pre-

occupat1on 1n Co]umbus mind. On h1s first 1and1ng’ in the island.
\ .

I was attentive and labored to know if the;\(the
natives) had gold and from signs ‘I was able to
understand that, going round the ‘island to the
south there was a king who had large vessels of
it and possessed much gold. So I resolved to go.
to the south-west, to seek the.go]d and precious
stones. 7

Two. days 1ater he was a1ready on another 1s]and "to learn whether

there is gold:there". And the next day_on another because "as far

"8 "In the account of

his first ten days in the. islands, the word "gold" appears twenty-one

times.g Sometimes there are passages like this: ”7t s gold, I

. s - )4
cannot be mi§taKen, with the aid of Qur Lord I cannot fail. to find

the place from whence ft[comes.”]o

Columbus ' perception of the ph&sica] environment of the islands
)// .
- L4
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as being rich in gold was 9n part due to his belief that gold was to ’

be found in hot climates, an old view that gold was engendered by heat,

1 in the mind

in contrast with silver,,whichiwas‘engendered by cold.
of Columbus gold was equdlly associated with islands. Throughout his

~

expeditfons‘he heard of islands rich in gold, even of some that were

gold: - In Espafiola the Admiral Tearned from an old man that:
" ) v

there were many islands, at a distance of a
hundred leagues or more, in which very much gold
was produced, so much that one island*was all gold
and in ‘the others there was so. great a quantity
that ‘they gather it and sift it~-with sieves$, and
‘they sne]% it and make bars and a thousand worked
articles. o -

In Co]umbus"mrnd—rhe‘Carihbean islands, apart from being rich
in gold, were also to abound in'spices because he believed until his.
h death that the lands he had discoveredbwere'a part of Asia.‘ Further-~
more, the West Indies, have a éreat number of aromatic trees, and Co]Um;
.bus felt sure that he had discovered the  true 1uems' f the spice

yﬁfﬁ§F57WhiCh will be
= - n]3 .

spices.

trade. "There are", he says, many herbs and
of great value in Spa1n for dyes and as
\And he further adds:- ". . . if I arrive anywhere where there is go]d
and spices 1n quant1ty, I shall wait until I have collected as much as
I am abtle. Accord1ng1y I do thh1ng but go forward in the hope of
_f1nd1ng these ”]4 _
v “In brief, Columbus was obsessed by the search for gold and w1th
the 1dea that he was in the East Ind1es His ercept1on of the
natural environment of the new iands and the 1nterpretat1on of their
resources were to be influenced by these two ideas. Sauer _summarizes
'very well the implications of this'situation for the future eVa1uat10n

of "the resources of the New World by the Spaniards:



hydras, gc)rg(nws,
"Wild men¥ or "Naturmenschen" had captured the popular imagination

during the Middle Ages.

The Perception and tvaluation of ‘the Natives

Columbus gave a romantic publicity to the new
Tands, portrayinag them above all as lands of
infinite gold. A1l the fabled gold lands of
antiqulty were relocated in his discoveries
or in parts he was abowmt to discover. He was
looking tor gold mines from the first-landing

on a corat island Lo his last days in.Veraqua.
[t did not matter that his success was slight,

Always and cverywhere there was vast promise

of gold. “The sovereigns and people of Spain
and fantastically ptosentod The course of
the SIGIHQH [m;/nl(_ was Tiirst tU?'i?Cd’ to 1Ls
fateful scarch for gdld by the "idee fixe"

that dominated Columbus.!®
’ \

a -

Jbecame inbued by his obsession, picturesquely.

European still believed in the existence of strange forms of 1ife,

Passed down from the Middle Ages, the early sixteenth century

as decorations on manuscripts, and in tapestries, as ferocious beings

cf

as jamb figures on the facade of fifteenth centudry San Gregorio monas-

wild men'hé1ding mighty clubs in their hands.

17

Hild men served-

tery in Va]ladoﬁid_in which Las Caéas spent many of the last years of

his 1ife. (see»Figufe 14) .

o

'

. . , ... . 16
Amazons, merma1ds, weird cannibals and singing Ariels.

They were depicted on: the facades of churches,

Columbus and his Spanish crew hopcd'to find some of these strange

beings in the course of their explorations. .Soon, h

become convinced that' the islands were inhabited by men who, in thein

\qu>to

E

physical appearance, bdre.remarkabWensimilarities to other men

themselves. Columbus wrote in this respe®x  "In th

contrary, the whole popu]at1on is very well formed.

P

7

'so far found no humar monstrosities, as ‘many expected, but o

]

-
»

owever,

ese is] 1

18 Ihe first

Ehey could

have

natives encountered thoso of L.;/4s}and of -Guanahani, were described
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Figure 14. San Grecorio Monastery in Valladolid
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by Columbus as "generally fairly tall, good looking and well proportion-

: B
ed."  And later, he specifies further:

A1l have very broad foreheads and heads, more so

than has any people that I have seen Up to now.

Their eyes are very lovely and not small. They " -«
are not at all black, but the color of Canarians.

. Their Tegs are very straight and all ?éike;

they have no bellies but very good figures.

~As for the spiritual and civic virtues of the nhtiveé of the

£ 9
. . N <y
islands Columbus remarks that:

They at ‘ch;*qkmﬁlc and do not know what it -is

. to QP ~ka$?(5vjo kil1 others, or to steal, and
‘ern‘unw¢¢T5§g§4}\ .« They are-so generous with
Vvl ey Mepsrassess that no one would believe it
who had not sgSn it. They refuse nothing that
.they possess.

Aud, referring to' the natives of ESpaﬁolq:/ﬁg/§5§§?

They are a people so full of love and without greed,

and suitable for every purpose, that I assure your

Highness that I believe there is no better race in

the world. They. love their neighbors as themselves, .

and they have the softest and gentlest voices in the

world, and-they are always smiling. They go around

naked, men and women, as their mothers bore them.

But Your Highness.may believe that in’their inter-
X course with one another they have very good customs, .
. ‘and the king maintains a very marvellous state, of a '\\f

style so orderly that it is a pleasure to see it, and

they have good memories, and they wish 'to see ever%—

thing and ask what it is and for what it is used. 2!

However, all -these praises of the character and physicd] appear-
ance ofrthe'natives -- born partly 6f a desire to demonstrate the good

qualities of the land and peoples he had discovered -- were made under

an imp]icit assumption, namely, that the jfhabitants of‘the islands were

o . .
inferior to the Christians and born to be subordinated to their will.
On the Day of the first fanding, Columbus sized up the natives thus:
l"They should be good servants and of "quick intelligence, since I see that

. !
they,veryrsoon say all that is-said to them."zz The kind of servitude

-

gh

o



Columbus had in mind resembled closely slavery, for otherwise he would
not have satd:  "When Your Highness so commands, they can all be carried
- . . ) . X . W23 . .
off to Castile or held captive in the disland itself."" 7 In putting this

idea into practice Columbus saw no impediment for:

They have no arms and are all naked and without
any knowledqge ot war, and very cowardly, so thdt
a thousand of them would not face three.

-

A
And he continues:

They are alsc fitted to bé ruled and to set to
work, to cultivate the land and to do all else
that-may be necessary, and you may build towns 04
and teach them to go clothed and adopt our customs.”

. In the following diagram we reproduce schematically Columbus'

perception and evaluation of the natural environment and natives of

‘the New World.

S
W ey i
) -
Columbus* .
world view & vital attitudes
i 1
4. - ‘ ¥ .
Perception of .nat. env. ) Perception of the natives
0f delightful climate, fertile, ,b GentMNe, generous, of good
_luxuriant, rich in gold and spices. | memory, obedient, without
» skill Et arms, cowards.

L

¢

N Evaluation

£+ -}F-

Natural environment seen .as-a potential
producer of ‘gold and spices. ' ~N
.Natives seen as potential good servants ahB

s]aves
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Columbus’ Plan of Resource Uge and the ()r:igin'; ot the Incomionda
Columbus ' evaluation ot the natural and human potential of the

island of Lspatola is retlected in the plan he devised for the protit-

e

able use of those elements ot the envivonment. he had perceived -as

. . O 3 . N
resources.  In his plan, The Indians wers to pay tribute in qgold and

o
L [sge} - . - : - .
spices. Other income would be derived from the exportation of Brazil

: L 26 .
wood and traffic in slaves.‘ The Spaniards, on the other hand, were

to work as hired employees assuming the responsibility of such things

a£ military defence, the construction of sturdy warehouses to keep gold
and food supplies safe, as well as the construction of houses, furniture
churches, and palaces for the commander. During their free time, the
Spaniards were to devote themselves to raising of cattle and cultivating
of crops.27

This hlan, logical as it may have seemed to Columbus' mind and logical

as it may appear to us, -was unacceptable to the Spaniards who were

placed under the orders of the Adm1ra1 . These Span1ards disliked the

: roles that Columbus had assl/ped them They cons1dered it unworthy

and degrad1ng to be employed in such manual act1v1t1es, and asked the
Adm1ra] for permission to use the natives for these and other serv1ce528
Columbus granted them few of their wishes ?pd discontentment grew. To
make matters worse, hunger set in-as the prov1s1ons were running low,
and the Spaniards had not started any agricultural colonization. Among
the peop]e there existed a general ]ong1ng to return to Spa1n, wh1ch
wes expressed in the common oath "as{ Dios me lleve a Casti]]a",(may

God greht me a-speedy return to Spaih).29 I[f Columbus had permitted the
Spanierds to leave, the island would soon have been abandoned. Finally,

Frapcisco de Rolddn rebelled against the authority of the Admiral and,

3
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submit only on condition that he and his triends, be

accompanied by cighty companions, abandoned the Spantsh ettt Tementys and
went to Live among the Indians . Soon the group gathered strength with

against

the addition ot new deserters.  In 1499, atter o revolt
Columbuy® brother Bartolome, it was decided to pardon fhe mut ineers to
. . ) . .
get them back into the colony .  Theirv leader, Roldan,/was willing to
aiven dlIUUQCHtS
of Tand plus the right to use the services ot their Indian ié?nﬂ)itnnts.
Columbus acceded, and also consented to charge toe natives with th)
. /,‘/
responsibility of supplying with.tood and Services the ;pdlidrdS'
. ) ~
tortresses and villages. These were the origins of the New\World
30 N\
encomienda, or as 1t was first called, repartimiento. As LQS”CdSﬁi
N 4 _ )
points out, this institution becanie established.in the new lands “c%?n
’ » .

31 I't had been the end result of an unplanned and spon-

sin pensallo.”
tanedus process during which the Spaniards had forced Cclumbus to
accept their world view. The friction that_originated in the clash of
two opposed images -- of two d%fferént conceptions of life which con-.
fronted each other -- maﬁifested itself in a series of accusations and
counter-accusations raised from two different Togical spheres. ARo]dén
and his accomplices proferred charges against the Admiral and his
brother Bafto]omé who, according to them, were impious, unjust men,
enemies of the Spaniardg. "They were envious, proud and 1nto]erab1e
tyrants. The Admira]‘countered by sayi&g that the men who dared to
accuée him were debauchees, p}of]igates, thieves, seducers, ravishers,
vagabonds, - /;j ”

having been brought to the island of Espanola

nts, thed -now never moved a step from their

on foot, but insisted on being carried
about the istand upon the shoulders of the

iginally to do the work of miners or of~camp U
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untortunate natives, o thouah they wiere

dignitaries ot the State . $

A‘) .

| Bul the aspavations of the Spaniavds ot Fopanota to o soaqgneur

i

Tal The basved on then ansumed Fiadht Lo eser e personall guthority

over the ITndians were not to remion unchal Fenqged ftor lonag., ihe
)

Catholic Monarchy had not sangtioned the vepartinientos ot Tondiane

. ' . PN . ’
that were made under Cotumbus . When in 150; theyYoent out Hicolas de
Ovando as qgovernor ot the island, they gave him S trict orders not to

3

use forced Tabor except in mmes or public works, and then with modor -
ation and adequate pay.  Ovando tried honeatly te fultilt his orders,
but eventually it becanre clear to him that without centorcoed labor the »

coltony would die, If)(\ spaniards wers never willing to renounce their

assumed right of seigneury over the natives, apd showed no interest in

. '

agriculture or dn erploying therselves in panuai activities. As a

result of Ovando!s discouraying reports, the Crown, through the orders

.

of March and December of 1503, decioed on a compromise. 1t would legal- . (
ize the repartinmionto and,the forced labor of Indians, but at the sane
~time would try to protect them from exploitation. The settlers were
’ {

enjoined to treat the Indians well and pay them decent wages for they

. t ) .
were "free men" ‘and vassals only to the Monarchs of Spam.33
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30Repart1miento, or distribution; that is, the distribution of
Indians to particular Spaniards to whom-they were to render service.
In its first manifestations in the West Indies, repartimiento was so
closely associated wi-h encomienda that the two words were emp]oyed
interchangeably. (See F.A. Kirkpatrick, "Repartimiento-Encomienda",
Hisp. Am. Hist. Rev.,-vol. 19, 1939, pp. 272-279).

3]lhthout suspecting it; that is, when nobody'erected it.
(Historia de las Indias, Book I, Chapter 155).

32Reter Martyr, First Decade, Book 7.

i

333 F. Ramsey, Toc. cit., p. 267..



CHAPTER VIII
THE EARLY STXTEENTH CENTURY SPANIARD'®® v

"IMAGE OF ESPANOLA - o

- ) . Q
[l
I

~ The Perception and Evafuation of the Hatural Environment .

The officié]‘recognitipn of ﬁhe encomienda system repréSenteq;/
a highly welcome victory forefhe settlers of‘EspaﬁoJa. During the-"
Admiral's reg{meftheywhad felt embittered and depreséeq to‘the point
vwhere they 1dnged on1yAférran'1mmed1ate returrr to Spain. With the

n

establishment of the encomi

é}da system, hbweyer, pessimisit was succeed-
ed by.optimism. ‘It was' now that the image Co1umbus-had‘he1ped‘to cré—
éfelof the discqféred is]qnds_as places of infinite gojd, inhabited
'by‘én-obedient and sgbmiSSHQe bOpulation, acquired in the minas of‘the*
Spéniards its real gignificance. It was now that they couid free1y
'ehjoy personal seigheury over the 'Indians, and had at their disposal
abundant labor to collect gold and, in this way, become rich meh.- Las
Casas writes that by 1507, in Spain: “. . . the heop]e's éars rang
“with the séﬁnd that ih the Indies much gold was thaiﬁed, and that
whoever secured himself an encomfenda would have gold and belhéppy;“]
And Peter Martyr, writing in 1510, says: "It is only gold of}all the
products of.Espaﬁola to which. the Spaniérds give all theif a,ttention.”2
This Qumanist well reflects the mood of optimism} of changea perceptibn]
which reignéd in Spain:at the £1me when, writing ébout 1516;'he states
that: .

Spain need no longer plough -the gr0una.to the -

depth of the infernal regions or open great

roads or ‘pierce meuntains at the cost of labor

and the risk of a thousand dangers, in order
to draw wealth from the earth. She will find
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riches on the surface, in shallow diggings;
she will find them in the sun-dried banks of
rivers; it will suffice mere1y to sift the
earth. Cosmographers unan1mous]y recognize
that venerable Q@t]Qg]ty received not such
benefit from nature. -

And he declares further: "The Spaniards never weary of repeating,
as-a proof of the wealth they dream of, that by just‘scratchjng the

earth almost anywhere, grains of gold are found; I only repeat‘here

what they have written,“4

At a time when the wealth 1n)précious metals that had been
thought to exist in Espaﬁola was_matefia]izing in the form of signifi-
cant guantities of gold entering Spqgn at regular 1nterva1s, th%s
~island existed in the m1nds‘%f the Spaniards in the form of an image
endowed with all kinds of good qu;?ﬁties. In 1516 Peter Marty(~was
portraying Espanola as one of fhe most blessed lands where man could
~ever live: | )

Espariola is far more favored than Italy iniits

climate, for throughout jts greatest extent, it

enjoys such an agreeable climate that neither

the rigours of cold nor excessive heat are known

. . During the entire year the. trees are covered
_ with leaves, and the plains with grass. Every-

thing grows in an extraordinary fashion. The
_vegetables, such as cabbages, lettuce, salad

greens, radishes, and other similar plants, ripen.

within ‘16 days, while pumpkins, melons, cucumbers

etc. require but 30 days. Animals brought from

Spain, such as oxen, attain a greater size. If’

anyone chooses to.-sow wheat in a mountain region

exposed to the cold; it flourishes wonderful]y, E l;/”\\

but less so in the plain, because the soil is too '

fertile. To one unheard-of-thing people have

sworn; that the ears are as thick round as a man's

arm and one palm in length, and that some of them

contain -as many as a thousand grains of wheat.

After listing a series of the island's marketable products such as red

wood, mastic, perfunies, green coloring material, cotton and amber, he
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exc]aims, fu11 of exhuberant admiration:

What greater happ1ness could one wish in this
world than to live in a-country where such
wonders are to be seen and enjoyed? Is there
a more agreeable existence than that one leads
in a country where one is not forced to shut

* himself in narrow rooms to escape cold that

chills or heat that suffocates? A land where

it is not necessary to load “the body with heavy:

" clothing in winter, or to toast one's leg at a

with a
of the

he. was

&offered by the natural enviropment of Espaﬁo?a;
‘Span?ards, occupied as they were in gaining and upholding honor, and .
"bouﬁd Upiin the belief’ of "their own worth,

enthusiastie about the qualities of Espanola.

of the qualities of the natural environment of

continual fire, a practice which ages people in

the twinking of the eye, exhausts their force,

.and provokes a thousand different maladies.

The air of Espariola is stated to be salubrious,
and the rivers which flow over beds of gold,
wholesome. There are indeed no rivers nor
mountains nor very few valleys where go]d is
not found. 6

A few months later Peter Martyr's enthusiasm with the i:
of Espanfola was more unabated than ever, for he wrote:
There is not a province or a district in it which

is not noteuorthy for the majesty of its mauntains
and hills, and in the riverbeds, gold in abundance

is ‘found; and in the latter, {(also) fish of

delicious flavor. . . . Everywhere there is wealth,
and gold is everywhere found. %~ . . Everything
thereabouts speaks of happ1ness A | fee] myself

carriea away by 'a sort of joyous mental exc1tement,‘
a kind of Delphic or S%§y111ne breath, when I read

of these things.

Peter Martyr thus c]ear]y shows himself to be a person endowed

spec1a1 sens1t1v1ty for the beaut1es, qua11t1es and potent1a1s

ind

island of Espano]a. As an 1nte111gent and educated human1§t,

His contemporary

However,

papab]e of realizing better.than others the»unique advanfages

may have had less time to-be

-

an awareness

Esq3§61a did not escape
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" them.  After all, Peter Martyr's statements on Espaffola were based on

the opinion he had formed after reading reports by Spanish settlers

-Y¥iving on the island, and éfter honing»persona] conversations with

those who returned home. We may surmise then fhat Peter Martyr's fmage
of Espariola was a reflection of the ésteem in whY the Spaniards

themse]ygs held the is]énd. Furthermore, the image of Espancla as a

-b1essed and happy island had a solid bése in reality. Fernéndgz de

r‘Enciso, in his Suma de Geografia, written about 1518, concisely pointed

out the economic resources of the island: "A great deal of gold is
collected. It is land abundant in meat and fresh ftsh. The livestock

multiplies rapidly. The cows. and mares give birth every year. The
w8

grass-and the trees are cdnstant1y:green.
Férnéndez de Oviedo, an "“intellectual” of Jewish background,9

and therefore well equipped to recognize potential sources of wedlth;

in his Sumario de la Historia hatura]kgg_las Indias, published in 1526,

confirms the evaluations.of Peter Martyr and'placed Espafiota at the!same

“level of excé]iency, if not superior, as the islands of Sicily and

Engiahd,-at the time the most renowned islands of Christendom. Hefe are

A,

Oviedo"s words: , / - - : r ’
I believe beyond any doubt, and this opinion is held
by many’, that .if & prince had no realm except this
island, in a short time it would not be inferior to
. Sicily and England, nor at present is there any reason
why either of those islands should be envied.

Espanola is so rich in natural resources that she
could enrich many provinces and kingdoms. In addition
to having more rich mines and better gold than have
yet been discovered in such quantity anywhere in the
world, so much cotton (Gossipium.barbadense) grows -
wild that if it were cultivated and cared for, it
would become the best and the most productive in the
whole world. There are so many excellent drumstick
trees!( that large quantities of the pods are already
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being brought to Spain, and from Spain they are

carried and distributed to many parts.of the world.

This s increasing so rapidly that it is really a

marvel. On that island there are many +ich sugar ' )
plantations. The sugar is of very good quality’ }/_.
and ships loaded with.it come to Spain every year. , 1 ’
Plants native to Spain that have been transplanted }

and cultivated there grew better and in larger ~
quantity than i. any part of Europe. They grow and
miltiply in spite of the fact that they are neglected
and not cared for. The men want the time they would
employ  in agriculture for other gains and enterprises -
that more rapidly swell the wealth of covetous souls
who have no desire to work: . . .. The cattle as well
as other animals have multiplied greatly. Cows have
multiplied at such rate that many cattle kings have
more than a thousand or two thousand heads, and there
are quite a number who have up to three aor four
thousand heads. The truth is that the land furnishes
some of the best pasturage, clear water, and one of
the most temperate climates.in the world for such
cattle. Consequently the animals are larger and

more handsome than those of Spain. Likewise, there
are many sheep and swine.ll. ’

In the first part of his Historia general y natufal de las

Indias, published é]most'a decade later (1535).than his Sumario, OVié§07"\\N;?/ o
takes pride again in maintaining defiantly the superiority of Espafiola BN
over Ené]and and Sici]y. ~This time, however, he recognizes that:

Espafiota cannot compete with Ehgland in powerful ' : ' C 5
~kings, princes, barons and noble and warlike peaple;
- . nor does she have the two excellent archbishoprics
and the mapy bishoprics that ennoble England; she ' : v
is also ingerior in the nunber of cities, towns,
provinces -and dukedoms. Neither can Espafiola compete
with Sicily in the antiquity and nobility of the : . S
~tawns, or in illustrious liheages-and aristocratic
f%?ilféi or with_Sicily's enviable situation in the
_hedrt of Europe.] B

L4

‘lThus, a gradual, change in resource perception is taking place in his
mind. Oviedo admits}the superiority of England and Sici1y in these -
respects, but considers these differences to be the natural result of

the fact that Espaiiola had been up until recently in the hands of"
’ . : : . ,
savages and barbarians,"people. in whom the good common sense of the
: : N ' o
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Europeane is absent? With the arrival of the Spaniards, the situation

——r

has been rad]ca]]y changed, and Since then,. "thanks to the d1l1gence
and virtue of the Castilians, the island is becom1ng ever more nob]e w13
But, the Castilians who through their "virtue“ and "diligence"
contribute so much” to the ennoblement of Espaﬁola are the very same'ones
who proved unable to create lasting economic prosperity on the istand.
There is, ev1dence to demonstrate that rea] econom1c prosper1ty -- if it
4 ever ex1sted in Espano]a after the arr1va] of the Span1ards -~ d1d not
last 10ng. ‘Already 1n 1519_L1cenc1ate F1gueroa found the island in a 7
desperate”plight, with only 1 dOO eo1onisté,'most of them disgusted with

their lot and the Ind1ans rapidly . dec11n1ng in numbers 14

In 1520
Peter Martyr was writing that “a]though there are rich gold deposits,

~ mining has been almbst abandoned for want of miners; for the natives,

o . /

on whose.labor the work depends, have been reduced to a very small

numbet . 15 A few years 1ater Oviedo wrote that the 151and was be1ng

’

deserted for “many dpan1ards have returned to Spain and others have
'mggrated to other 1s]ands‘or to_T1erra Firme, Mexico or Pery."'® -
Had Oviedo noticed the paradoxjca] asnect of this situation?
Prqd;bly not to ‘the extent that we do today.,bHowever, he-appears to
have been well aware.pf the destructivevcharacter-ot the activities of °
many Spanijards whomthe ca11ed "destroyers and squanderers of new 1ands.,']7
“If Espafiola does not generate certain products”, Oviedo remarked, "it
. ‘ - s not»because the Tand is lacking in resources,'bnt rather Because the
Span1ards overlook - the pr@duct1on of them and do not seem to.care." ,' &

And he continues: T cf' Ki\\ e

such is’ the case with those p1ants and seeds
wh1ch were.brought over from Spa1§ and have failed
“to multiply on this island; men do not have the
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patience to wait for a harvest, instead they seek
for ways in which they may become rich faster.

This is especially the case with those who arrijve
in these parts with-the thougit of raping the land
and returning home soon, and have no intention of
establishing themselves here. And so it is that
none or very few are willing to employ themselves
in sowing grain, or in planting vineyards, for the
majority of the men who are here regard this land
as a stepmother, in spite of the fact that many of
_them have become ?gtter off with her than MNith T~
their own mother.

Lot

Such .then was the state of affairs in Espano]a In spite of the

: fact’that the 1s]and repeatedly won praise for its exce]ﬂent c11mate,

the fert1l1ty and product1v1ty of its soil and its, wea]th in go?d few
Spaniards bec;me attached to, much ]ess rooted tn, the new land.

The Span1ards of Espaﬁo]a gave proof of little interest in the deve]—

opment of agr1cu1ture, the greater part of their energies was ;pent in

the search for gold, which, 1fﬂréwarding,*wou1d permit them to amass

~a fortune rapidly, and return to Castile.. Oviedo was aware of all this

and his message is clear: Espaffola is rich and fertile; if the island
is not prosperous and wealthy it is the_féu]t of the Spaniards, who do
not seem to. care about the development of its natural resources.

The Perception and‘EvéTuation'of the Natives

v

> The Span1ards accompany1ng Columbus in his f]rst voyages of

‘explorat1on (see F1gure 13) had seen in the natives of the Car1bbean

a race of s1mp]e, h05p1tab1e, innocent and subm1ss1ve peop]e When the

‘Span1ards became estab11shed on the 1s]and “however, they began to look
at the natjves in a different light. Why this change  took place is

easy enough to understand. When the circumstances in which.the

perceivéfnfound.himse]f'changed, perceptions were automati§§11y modified

!
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to adjust and adapt to the new situation that had originated. The

~

Spanjéh settlers were no longer visitors on the istands. With their

establishment they had realizéd that their well-being depended primar-

ily on the natives. The latter wore perceived more and more as the

means through'which onw¢ could grow rich and live as a feudal Jord.

- The encomienda system that had been implanted was based heavily on the

-

assumption that the Spaniards, who thought themselves superior and more

virtuous than the natives, had the right to'demand from the Indians

‘submission, obedience, tributes and services. As the assumption of

this right by thé Spaniards was contrary to the status of ”free vassals"
which the Indians had been granted.by'the Crown since the beginning of .
the conquest, it bécame necessary to devise arguments which would
serve to prove that %reedbm and servit;de were nofvinéompatfble.-

In 1512, Fray Berndrdino de Mesa, one of Ki;g Ferdinand's

' . %,
preachers, presented‘before‘the Council of the Indies a thesis in »%@ch
he proved dia]ectica]]y that, although the‘Indians we;e free beings,
yet id]éness was orie of ﬁhe greatest evils from\which they suffered,

and hencéxsomething‘had to be done to he?p the Indians to overcome it.

- This tendency th idle away time made absolute liberty injurious to

them.  Moreover, thay were naturally unstable, and of imperfect under-

- standing and capacity. De Mesa therefore concluded that some kind of

servitude was necessary "to curb their vicious inclinations and compel

them to industry." Fray Bernardiho believed in the poésibi]ityithat
the ”c9nstitution“ of ,the lands and regions inhabited by_the Indians -~
had madé'qf them serfs "a natura":

There are p1acés,where the aspect of the skie€¥

under which they are situated creates people of
servile natures and. these lands are destined to



be qoverned through some kind of servitude; this
15 what happens in brance, Normandie and parts of
the Delphinate where its people are ve {35 much
ruled as if Lhey were serfs by nature.

Another royal preacher, the Licenciate Gregorio, drew similar
conclusions with learned quotations from Aristotle and Thomas Aquinas.
Following Thomas Aquinas (Regimine Principum, Book 3, Chapter 11) he

. [y . .
signaled the fact that "there are two kinds of government, one is

political in character and the other despotic." This latter was
fittinglwhere "due to the wickedness and barbarous disposition of the
peop]e, they may and should, be ruled as if they were serfs.” And,
following Aristotle (De Republica, Book 1, tit. 2, Chapter 2) “"seigneur-

ial rule is just when made on those that ave barbarous and serfs

-'a natura' From these citations Licenciate Gregorio concluded

that.the Indians could rightfully be ruled as if they were serfs, for

they were, by their natures, barbarous and stupid. And he further
v o
specifies: ’

The Indians can be considered tree vassals in the

sense tnat they canrot be sold, or forbidden the

possession of things; and so, whatever their

patures, they cannot be calied serts, although,

for th91r own benefit,.they nust be ruled assuming -

in .them a certain measurec of servitude, which,

should not be cuch as to make of them absolute

serfs, nor so light as to cause an_excess of Tiberty

which would prove harmful to them.

The opinions of the settlers of Espanola were not at variance with

those expressed by Fray Bernardino de Mesa and Licenciate Gregorio.
When, in 1517, undet,the instigation of lLas Casas and other defenders of

the rights of,~the Indians, -an official enquiry was carried out in order

e

- to establish whether the natives of the island had the capacity to Tlive
in freedom, §1] the settlers agreed they were incapable of it. The
. M /

P . S
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consensus of opinton among the settlers was well expressed by one
Antonio de Villasante, a resident of Espanola since 1493 and quite
familiar with the Indian customs and lanquages, who declared thqt if
allowed to run free the Indians would revert to £heir former habits of
id1eness,'drunkennpss, imprpvidonco, gluttony, dancing, and wbuLd
patronize witch doctors and eat spiders and angkes.ZI

Eight years later the Dominican Tomas Ortiz, in a speeeh deliv-
ered before the Council of the Indies, expressed an opinion on the

o
Indians of Chiribichi, in the province of Paria“z, with which many of

the Spanish settlers of Espaiiola would have tended to agree. On that

~occasion Fray Tomas declared that:

On the mainland thiey eat human flesh. They are’
more given to sodomy than any other hation. There v
i¢ MO justice among them. They go naked. They

have no respect either for love or for virginity.
They are stupid and silly. They have no respect
for truth, save when it is to their advantage.

They are unstable. They have nc knowledge of

wnat foresight means. They are ungrateful and
unchangeable. They boast of intdxicating themselves
with drinks they manufacture from certain herbs,
fruits and grains, similar to our beers and ciders.

o - They are vain of the products they harvest and eat.

- They are brutal. They delight in exaggerating their
defects. There is no obedience among them, or .
deference on the part of the young for the old, nor
of the son for the father. They are incapable of

. learning. Punishments have no effects upon them.
Traitorous, cpuel and- vindictive, they never forgive.
Most hostile to religion, idle, dishonest, abject
and vile, -in their judgements they keep no faith or
law. Husbands otserve no fidelity ‘towards their

- wives, nor the wives towards their husbands. Liars,

~superstitious, and cowardly as hares, they eat fleas,
spiders, and worms raw, whenever they find them.

- They exercise none of the.human arts and industries.

‘When taught the mysteries of our religion, they say

that these things may suit Castiljans, but not them,

and they do not wish to change their customs. They
are beardless, and if sometimes hairs grow, they
pull them out. They have nc sympathy with the sick,
and if one oftthem is gravely i11, his friends and

-

A



_neighbors carpy him out into the mountaing to die
thereo  Puttind a little water beside his head they
A0 away.  Tha.lder they get the worse they boecome.
About the age of ten or twelve years, they seem to
have some civilization, but later they become Tike
beaste. T may thervefore affirm that God has never
created a race more full of vice and composed 93
without the least mixture of kindness or culture.

Ferndndez de Oviedo's perception of the nat ivv'\\?f Lspanola
©

. ’ . C. . s
matches well Fmgg Tomas Ortiz's opinion on the Indians of the coast

s

of Paria. In physical appearance the natives of Espanola were
described by Oviedo as:

Somewhat smaller than Spaniards and well built and
proportioned except for their having wide foreheads,
the openings of the nose very large "and .the white of
the eyes rather wurbid. . . . There are among the
wonien some of aood appearance. Both men and wonmen
have very nice hair, very black, straight and thin. /
Their teeth are not good.2

But it is when judging the character and customs of the Madigns that
Oviedo displays' a hard criticism. "These people -- he writ --

are naturally lazy and vicious, melancholy, cowardly,

villainous, lying and shiftless, of little memory and

of no perseverance. 7o escape work many of them went

so far as to commit suicide, drinking poison or

hanging themselves with their own hands. . . . Sodomites

are to be found among them and, aside from this, they

are all idokt¥rdus and have many vices and of such an

ugly and.vicioug nature that one cannot listen to .them

without feeling shame and repugnance nor can I describe

them so numerous and obscene they are. Furthermore,

‘they are most ungrateful and have little memory and still

less mental capdcity. If there exists in them some good

qualities it is only while they are children, for as soon

as they enter adolescencé they suffer from so many sins

and vices that the majority of them become abominable.

They are not good for much and die easily, or they leave
=3 and take f for the mountains; for their chief desire,

’ and what ‘they more indulged in before the arrival of the
Spaniards, is to eat, drink, be‘'idle, lust, worship
heathen idols and commit many ofher bestial obscenities.
There is no hope that they wilY learn quickly the
Catholic faith, for their underlstanding is inclined to

~beastly passions and vice, as skems to be reflected in
their heads, which are different from those of other people,

.



the <hulls being <o thick and hard that the
Spantards had to tabe care an frght ing not to
stribe oo the head lest therr swords be blunted,
For these reasony very few are thoone atnong  them
who persevere in the taith, but rather, they < 1ide
trom 1t as hail does from the Lips ot the spears, . .

[

Finally, and what is considered by Oviedo to be important:

These Indians Tack a qood®idea of what truth and
honor is, nor do they arasp the ciroums tancoes in
which truth must be observed and honor uphe ld. <6
Netther do they experience discredits and attronts
with the teeling of grief and outrage with which
other nations experience them. 7

That Oviedo's perception of the Indians <hared much in common
with the views that other Spaniards held on the natives is contirmed
by Las Casas who comments in his Historia de las Indias: "All the
world over the Indians have been defamed by the Spdniarqs who talk

. w28
about them as if they were brute beasts . AR
Las Casas himself, on the other hand, held views on the natives

of the New World that, in many respects, were radically opposed to
\ .

. X -
those‘ﬁéld by Oviedo. What Oviedo 1§t§rpreted as inexcusable faults

and debasing vices were seen by him as 3\§tinc

proofs(g?3§ﬁ§ goo

nature and character of the Indians. For Las (asas th@ natives of

.

Espanola were: "the mi]dest; and humblest of pkople and, in their

patience, comparable to none.”29 How he pe;Z;€>e

the New Worid Indian can be deduced From his ﬁgJ1ogqu'wor St

d the character of .

. 7
God created these people without evil and wifhout %
guile. They are rnost obedient and faithful to their
natural lords and to the Christians whom they serve..
They are most submissive, patient, peaceful and
virtuous. Nor_ are they quarrelsome, rancorous,
querulous, or vengeful. Moreover, they are more
delicate than princes and dije easily from work or
illness. They neither possess nor desire to possess
worldly wealth. Surely these people would be the
most.blessed in the world if only they wo?§hipped
the true God.30 : . ‘

s
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beliets and attitudes towards the world and Tite which, manitos ting
themselves irn a series of desires and aspirvatioos, gave things their

being and significance. oS Casas was an uncorprorising enery ot fhe

\( ’96C0nienda, an institution which he goq&jdorvd uniust and aiied gt the
N \\\__,

’

. /
greedvqf the Spaniards. Jo 1¢beratecrwé [ndians from the control of
fhe encomenderos.Las Casas found it necessary to demonstrate that thé
natives were not the inferior ang vicious beings that the Spaniards
supposed fheu to be. His life and actions were dorinated by a strong
desire tc prove that the Indian was a numan being worthy of tHe s;mé
considerations as & Spaniard. It was this aspiraticn that influenced
to a great degree, Las Casas' perceﬁtion of the natives

of the New World and, in this way, contributed 9 create an mage which
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5
endowed -the Indian'with all kinds of desirable virtues and good

qualities.

LAY

“Las Casas' Plan for the Economic Development of'Espéﬁola

By&ﬁoving thé~C'vistian:consciences of many influential Spdniards
at Court, Las "Casas was éb1e_tovsecure.support frosm the Crown to allow
him to put into practice some of his own .ideas on” how the christianiza-

tion of the Indians'and theé colonization of -the New. World should be

.carried out. In the fo]10w1nq, we will br1ef]y exanine some of the

‘ p?ans Las Casas had in mind for the 151and of. Espano]a These plans

serve to 1nd1cate the way he v1eued the deve]opnent of the sources of
wea]th of the island. |

Las Casas beTWeved that the encomienda system was undes1rab1e
from a’ hunane, moral, ethical, and even economic pownt of view. Accord- - .
ingly, he‘sodn started devising plans which wpu1d\a110w for the sub-
sfitution of this institution by\a more just and advantageous coloniza-
tion séheme. In a document presented to the King in 1517, Las Casas

recommended that the Indians of Espaﬁo]é’shbu1d not be distributed

.among individua] Spaniards. Instead, a community of Indians should be

established in each town and city of the Spaniards. In'these commun’i-
ties the Indians would be held and required °to Qork in common, and be -
governed by wage-earning emp]oyees_accordin§ tolcértdin nu1es'and reqgu-
ldtions. Spanish farmers withk their wives and Ph11dren would be sent
from Spa1n to live in each town as permanent res1dents Each farmer
wou]d be"given five Indians with %hejr families to live under nié

tutelage. 'They‘wou1d work together and share the profits in a brotherly

-way. Thus would the ans prosper and learvn, rather than die under

~
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the tyranny of the encomenderos. The Indians would want to work when
they saw the Spaniards working, and their sons and daughters would
intermarry. "Thus", Las Casas says, -
will the land be made fruitful and its people
multiply, because they will plant all manner
of trees and ve,etables; Your Majesty's revenues
will be increased, the islands will be ennobled
and become3 therefore, the best, the richest in
the world. _ -
A1though the final draft of this plan was not apprOVed by the.

Royal Council, the Crown, neverthe]ess, was persuaded by ‘Las Casas and

other defenders of the rights of the Indians to. take steps towards

revoking encomiendas and granting freedom to the nat1ves The. Jerony-.
mite monks, governors of Espano]a from 1516 to 1519, made'an unsuccess--
fu]lattempt in th1s_o1rect1on. .Tnewr successor, Rodrigo de Figueroa,
was given specific 1nstructT0ns_t§ free the Indians "with all convenient
speed”. On h1s arrival in Espano]a in 1519, he entered into consu]ta—‘
tion wath the ueronym1tes, Franciscans, Domlnlcans the off1c1afz and
co]dhists, and found the general opinion solidly against Indian 1iberty.
In Spite of this he carried ouf some experiments to see if the Indians
could live in freedom ds "reasonable" men: He collected a number of |
natives in three villages and p]acéd them under the supervﬁsion of
Spanish administrators. The experiment, however, failed: The §pan%sh
admihistratqrs showed little interest in teaching the Indians agricul-
ture, the mining of go]d iﬁd the organiza{ion of work, while the natives,
on the1r side, were un1aterested in learning these things." 33
"The lack of success which these projects met ués to be expectod ’
in view of the overwheﬁming oppbsition from the settlers of Espafiola

to all those schemes which were aimed at taking the Indiahs away from
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Athem. Las Casas, the main promotor of these plans, became the prime
enemy of the settlers, who began to th%nk.of him as a "destroyer of
hidalgos" and an "enemy of the Spanish natjon“.34 v. ' .

‘The attempts made by Las Casas td bring Spanish farmers to the
Hew World also ended in failure. Once in the Indies, the men who had
been farmers 1n Spain lost interest in their professions and adépted
‘the way of ]ife.of the_Spaniards‘living in the New World. This
reaction is not di{ficu1t to undérsténd jf we bear in mind that the
Spanfsh péasanﬁ never felt a strong‘gttraction to the cuitivatfon of{
‘the soil and lacked any love or attachment to a piece .of land which he
worked. In the deﬁth of.his heart he sheltered tﬁe_hopepof gaining
hidé1guia and nobility and he saw in the Indies a fie]d.offering
oppor;unitfes toffbifill_his aspirations. One contemporary historian,
Pedro Gutiérﬁéi de Santa_Clara, commentéd with certain irony that,
before departing for the ﬁqw World, . the farmers of one of the crews
assembled by Las Casas at Seville,
' had'forgotten their spades and their cows, and

began to fancy themselves as gentlemen, especially

on Sundays and holidays, when they sallied forth

with many feathers in their colored caps, and the

Reverend Father (Las Casas) in their midst.
And, he adds: »

At Tast they all embarked from Seville, together

with their women and many effects which they

considered convenient to bring along: many biscuits,

much wine and hams, as well as many other gifts of

one kind or another, all at the expense of His Majesty.35

As fo} the sixty farmers who, thanks to the efforts of Las'Casas,

left Spain for the isiand of Espaiiola in 1533, Oviedo informs us that

after their arrival:
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They went to settle in one of the more fertile

parts of this island and near. the gold mines,

,Jn a village that was abandoned when the Indians
who served the settlers became extinct. They

were thinkinag of rebuilding it and making their N
living there as farmers and cattle ranchers.

But the colony did not survive long, for everybody
left when news arrived of the riches of Peru.

And Oviedo adds the critical comment: ,’»"fffzﬁ

Not being satisfied with their state and manner
of living they preferred. to die surrounded by
greater wants. . . . And such other among them,
to the smell of the name of Captain, left nis
artisan's trade with which he earned enough to
live, and lost what he-had acquired.

S
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CHAPTER IX

THE EARLY SIXTEENTH CENTURY SPANIARD'S

e

IMAGE OF NEW SPAIN

Nhén']ooking at the wayvthe early sixteenth century Spaniards
perceived aﬁd evaluated the biophysical envffonment and the natives of
Hew Spain we can recognize-a-pattern which bears strong similarities
with the one that has ‘been made discernible for Espaﬁo]a. Like
Espanola, New Spain was higﬁ]y pfaisgd,.being perceivgd asia land of
grea%)natura] fertf}ity abounding in precious‘metals.- The natives were

also assumed to be men of inferiqn,qualities,,destined to serve the

superior Spaniards. This time, however, disdain would be first mingled
. ) »

“Awith admiration as the Spaniards.could not fail to notice the high

degree of civilization and culture attained by many of the %naiaﬁ
gfogps_of New Spain.

" As in the case of Espanola, we find the'paradoxicé1 situation
ihat the Spaniards, while praising the fertility and agricultural
prpductive'capacfty of the soil, did not feel a gredt incliﬁafidn to
difect]y control and manage, even less exploit or develop, these
resources, but rather aspired above all to exercise seigneury over-the
Indians;.to'gain'honor and fo make a fortune quickly by mining or
acquiring precious metals. Some of the evidence which serves fo support
these statemerts will be reviewed briefly.

N

The Perception and Evaluation of the Natural Environment

~Herndn Cortés, in his Second letter to Charles V explains why he

had.choSen the name of New Spain for the new territories:

122



&

123

From what I have seen and noted as to the
similarity which the whole of this country
bears to Spain, in fertility, size and the
cold, as well as in many other things in
which they resemble one another, it seemed’
to me that the most-suitable name for this
land would be New Spain, and so it was duly
christened in theé name of Your Royal Majesty.
I humbly beg yo'r Majesty to a?prove this

and order that it be so named

~~

From these words it is apparent that Cortes had found the new

" territories to be so excellent that no name would fit them better than

New Spain. It was partly by us1ng this stratagem that Cortes wanted to

call the attent1on of the Emperor to the fact that the lands he had

discovered were not much 1nfer1or to Spa1n 1tse1f and as such, well

Fncy ..
mer1ted hi's ‘Majesty's 1nterests and concerns. As‘he explains in the

.same letter: . —

compani

For I am .desirous that your Majesty should know of
matters concerning this land, which is so great

and marvellous that, as I wrote in my first letter,
your Majesty may well call himself Emperor of it
with no less reason and title than he now does of
Germany, which by the grace of God your Majesty
possesses.

Cortées was ngt the only one who saw similarities between the

“land he wanted to call New Spain and the Hbmé country. Some of his

on members of the Judicial Council of the recently found Rica

Villa of Vera Cruz had noticed that: , .

A1l kind of hunting is to be met with in this
land and both birds and beasts similar to those
we have in Spain, such as deer, both red and
fallow, wolves, foxes, partridges, pigeons,
turtle doves of several kinds, quails, hares and
rabbits: so that in the matter of birds and
beasts there is.no great d1fference between this

land and Spain, - .
The Anonymous Conqueror shares the same opinion: "The land of New Spain
. B ’
is similar to Spain and the hills, valleys and plai- =arly of: the
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same manner, except that the mountains are more terrible and rugged. ."

As for the natural qualities of the new land, the Anonymous
Conquéror states as follows:

There are in this province of New Spain great
rivers and springs of very good sweet water,
extensive woods on the hills and plains of very
high pines,:cedars, oaks and cypresses, besides
live oaks and a great variety of mountain trees.

* ;Mines have been foung of gold, silver, copper,
tin, steel and iron. There are-many.kind of
fruits similar to those of Spaffn in appearance,
although to taste them they hava nefi ther the
same perfection of flavor 3 cdlor. It is
quite true that many are excellent, and as good
“as those of Spain could be, but this is not
generally the case. The fields are most pleasant
and full of a most beautiful herbage that grows
to the height of the middle of the leg. The
soil is very fertile ahd abundant, producing
everything sown in it, and in many places gives
two' or even three crops a year.b

The Franciscan Toribio de Motolinfa, writing before 1541, sees

also in New Spain a land of great fertility:

" Such is the productivity and so great the wealth
and fertility of this land of New Spain that it

~is beyond belief. . . ." In the upland country,
with what it originally had and what has been
brought from Spain and can be produced and raised
here, there is material enough, to supply with ~
fruit all of Asia, Africa and Europe; wherefore
this may be called another New World.7 «

Before Moto]in{a's arrival in the New World, the Spaniards of
Cortés had perceived New'Spéin not oniy a§ a fertile country with
bioéphysica1 chardcteristic¢s similar to those of Spain, but also and’
above all és(a‘region endowed with an abundant wealth of precious
‘ metals. They wrote to the ‘Emperor:
e To our mind it is probable that this” land contains

as many riches as that from which Solomon is said

to have obtained the gold for the temple. . . , but

so }ittle time has passed since our‘ganding that wey

have been unable to explore the country further

4
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than five leagues inland.8
[t becomes apparent, then, that for the Spaniards of Cortes

very little factual evidence sufficed tB\Eonfirm them in their pre-

conceived beliefs; beliefs which, in their turn, had been subconscious=<

ly adjusted to a series of wishes, desires and aspirations. Like his

companions, Cortes was always on the look-out for exotic lands full of
\ 1

riches. After the conquest of Mexico, he managed to get information - -

"of a sea lying to the south, and in some places not more than twelve,
thirteen or fourteen days march distance', in which ﬁews he rejoiced
great1y,’f0r he was familiar with the "common opinioﬁ of ledarned men
that islands rich in gold, pearls, precious stones and spices, toéether

. with many_dther secrets and marvellous things are to be found there

9 pedro de Alvarado, one of Cortes- captains, was informed that
the lord of Tututepec -- a province thirty leagues to the south of
Oaxaca, close to the sea -- possessed great E?easures and the land
’ 10 i

around was very rich in gold mines. Near the province of Coliman, -

Cortes did not doubt that “"there was an island very rich in pearls and

go]d."]]

-

After the conquest of Mexicd was cbmpleted, fhe.conquerors were
still possessed by a strong desire io_fiﬁd regions rich in gold. Many
of them de;ided that there was something better to do tﬁan to settle
down quietly and enjoy tﬁe,fruits of victory in the form of a good
encbmienda. As Bernal Diaz del Casti]]o¥;%b1ains:

Learning from Moctezuma's account-books the names -
of the places which sent him tributes of gold, V/u
and where the mines and Chocolate and cotton cloths
were to be found, we decided to go to these places;
.and our resolve was strengthened when we saw so
~eminent a captain and so close a friend of Cortés
as Gonzalo de Sanddval:leaving Mexico, and when we

125
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realized that thero ere no gold or mines or
cotton in the town around Mexico, only a ot

of maize and thn_maquny plantatlonf from which

they obtained their wine. for this reason we

thought of it as a poor land, and went off to

colonize other prov1$5es But we were
thoroughly deceived.

The conquerors of Mexico, then, did not put great value upon
agricultural wealth. They lacked a feeling of attachment to the land
they had conquered with so much sweat and blood. Instead, they strived
after doing yet greater things, finding more rich and fabulous king-
doms. The search for gold became gbiquitous, for no one could live as
an hidalgo.ar noble if he was lacking in means. Las Casas was refer-
ring to this general craving for gold when he remarked:

A1l are occupied in that damned exercise of =

searching after gold, and not in making the

earth bear fruit_for the production of

natural wealth.!3
- Peter Martyr, in 1521, expressed similar views on the subject:
It is only the frantit craving for gold that
goads ‘the Spaniards on. Everyth1ng else, no
matter how useful ar valuable, is neglected
and despised as of no consequence.
And Cortés, commenting in one of his letters to the Emperor on certain
decrees he had proclaimed .in his Majesty's name, declared:

With some of them the Spaniards of these lands ,

are not very pleased, especially with those which -

recommend them to settle and straightway take

root on the land. For all or the greater number

of them.have notiong of using these lands as they

used towards the Islands before them, that is to

say, impoverishing them, destroying them, and
~then abandoning them.]

“

}Hé’EkrceptiQn and Evaluation of the Natives

:? We possess at least six eyewitness accounts of the conque§t<Q£
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: : , . - / . .
Mexaco,  Three of these accounts -~ the "Relacianes™ of Addres de Tapia,
Francisco de Aguilar, and Bernardino Varques de mp>§ = are essentially
recitals of military events offering Tittle desoription or assessment

. S . . . . ¥

of Indian civitization. Of nore interest for our present concerns dare
the account of the Anonymous Conqueror, which contains a swimary of
. g - . . . ' ~ !
Aztec institutions and customs; the "Cartas de Relacion™ sent by Cortes

to Charles Vi and the "Historia verdadera de la conquista de Ta Nueva >
.- . I . )

Espajia" by Bernal Diaz del Castillo.

The Second Letter ¢f Cortds gives a detailed account of the
things the Spaniards saw on the march from the coast to Tenochtitlan
(see Figure 15). - Having left the coastal province of Cempoala, the
Spanish army ascended the sierra and entered the independent state of
Tlaxcala. Cortds was quite favorably impressed by the city of Tlaxcate
of which he said:

The city is indeed so great and marvellous that

thoucglh 1 abstain from describing many things

about it, yet the l1ittle that I shall recount is,

[ think, alwost incredible. It is nuch larger

than Granada and much better fortified. Its

houses are as fine and its inhabitants far rore

numerous than those of Granada when that city

was captured.

“The city displayed all the comforts and refinements .of European life, -
. R

inciuding barbershops and bathhouses and its market was exceptional.

t

"Finally," Cortes concludes his description, lb‘good order and an
efficient poﬂice system are maintained émong them, and they behave as
people of sense and reason: the foremost city of Africa cannot rival
them'."]6 g ‘

- .From Tlaxcala the Spaniiiés marched to the city of Cholula.

About the latter Cortes declared: i - ;
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the crty o very tertade s wath many ooal b holding.
torv there o an abundance ot Tand which e for the
mos o part woell o pprigated, ond andecd oty caterior
iooan e an Y o Spaan. L

Un the shores of Labe fescoca Tay the ity ot Totapalapan (Frqure o).

Cortes tound 1ty ruber’s houses "as fane an the et on Spain . Ho
desoribed with adimivation the oty s "voetreshing gardens, with many

freca and sweet-soented Plower.™ 0othe hathing phaces of oo wate

Y

and the botanical and soological garden which was stocked with many

18

Kind, of fish wwd fowl .

But it wds gt the *zi(lht of TenochtitYan that the adriration ot

//\(‘ : S d its p(‘(lk:
—

I know very well that what T shall say, although
tmperfectiy-told, will appear so wondertul that
Tt will hardly seem credible, tor even we, who
see with our own eyes the things | describe, dare
unable to comprenend their reality.

Among all the admiraeble things of this city was its market square
“"twice as large as that of Salamanca" which greatly inpressed Cortes
with its immense activity and display of material wealth, all under

the careful supervision of special officers. "The objects of qold and

silver," says Cortes,

are so like to nature that there is not a silver-
smith in the world who could do better:; and as for
the stones, there is no imagination which can divine
the instruments with which they were so perfectly
executed; and as concerns the featherwork, neither
in wax nor in embroidery could nature be so
miraculously imitated.

The residences of Moctezuma were so.marvellous that "it is almost

N

. . ’ . o ”;Q ‘
impossible to speak of their excellency and grandeur." '~ C(ortes express-

es also admiration for the political and social institutions of the

. ¥

Aztecs. He found the manners and morals of many Spanish prelatés less



o~

u,.:\‘\

WIP1LZ0

T

AULTIETCe
I

Ch

CJA;»?(T{ILA.\.\

Rt TOLT1LAN 4

TCXCHTECATL Mr.

- ArUTIAN ©
\*Q\\//\ ® IXTAPALUCA >
F 91
. , CYALCO
) ATZNGD
0w “eCOCTTITLAN CcVH

‘ x ~ '
A ~ . 2 P - +
v ‘
v %
@ AMECAMECA
£ 24811
R
- - . Coe - <
PR ., L . )
. . - . - - A
.- s - . : , ) o <+
Z ' o o - ’ -~
ocu rex - . . .‘ . R
* N 4 B ®TEPOC - N . . -
& VALIKALZO : ¢ *
& TENANT2INGD y oL . : T
. & CUILUIAC ' . : .
© LD TOMUAXTIPEC -
exrnmreee * YALITEPEC © YACAP LXTLAN

!

Figure 16.

Sdurce: B.C. Brundage, A Rain of Darts: The Mexican Aztecs

5
£
q{

The Valley of ‘Mexico at the Time of the Arrival of the
Spanijards.
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commendab e than”the'behavior of Aztec priests. He-accused the former
of "disposing of -the gifts of the Church, wasting ‘them in pomps and

othar vices, leaving family states for their children", whereas the

—

latter ' 'were so strict in composure and honesty, and also-1in chast1ty,
that if one was d1scove1ed v1o1at1ng his vows, he was pun1shed with

death.“ Cortes concludes-his description of Tenochtitlan with the
. . - oy M
remark that:
. . ~
. the manner of 1ife among its.people is very
similar to that of Spain, and considering’that this
is a barbarous nation, shut off from a knowledge of
" the true God or communication with enlightened
nations, one may. well marve] at the orderliness, 8nd .
good government wh1ch s everywhere maintained.®

In the Thxrd and Fourth 1etters of Cortés we f1nd further
ev1dence of favorable Judgements on the nat1ves and thrwr culture.
The Mex1cans are found to be cunn1ng and f1erce in w&fggre " The

warriors of Tlaxcala "were, for Ind1ans, a very fine body of -men.

The city of Tenocht1t1an‘yas “one of the more beautiful sights in the

warld." The natives “showed great 1ndustry in tilling the land and

planting trees. Cortes considers the nat1ves of New Spawn as hav1ng

" "more capac1ty than those of the other 1s]ands and even of "as much

unders tanding and 1nte1T1gence ds a person needs to. be moderate]y

capab]e;"Z] ’ o - \\\\

Like Cortes, Bernal Diaz also expressed admiration with many
aspects of Indian culture and character. He praised the intelligence

of the ambassadors of Moctezuma, Tend11e and P1ta1p1toque At -the

© sight of ‘the town of Cempoa]a, in the state of Veracruz, he relates:

. _we were Struck with admiration. It ]ooked
11ke a garden w1th 1uxur1ant vegetation and the - |
streets were sO fu11 of men and women who had come
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to .see us, that we gave thanks to God at having
discovered such -a country. - :

Ian1axéa]d, Bernal Diaz refdtes tha£ the catiques offered the: }
Spaniards "five beautiful Indian maidens", adding the comment: "and
for ndians—théy weére very good looking aﬁd Qe]]_adorned." The deep
impression that_thé Sight of the Aztec capital and the cities of fhe

lake made on Bernal Diaz and his companions is apparent. from his

fiilfyjﬁg/;prds:

. . when we saw so many cities and villages built

- An the water and other great towns on dry lands,
and that straight and level causeway going towards
Mexico, we were amazed and said that it was. like
the enchantment they teli of in the Tegend of Amadis,
on account of the great towers and cues and ° .
buildings rising from.the water and all built of
masonry. And some of our soldiers even asked
whether the things that we saw-were not a dream. It

- is not to be wondered at that I here write it down
in this manner, for .there is so much to think over
that I do not know how to describe it, seeing things
as we did that had never been heard of or seen before,

"~ not even dreamed about. . . I say again that I -~

stcod Tooking at it and thought that never -in the
- world would there be discovered dther lands such as
these. 22 : ’ : :

'

Bernal Dfaz also praisés highly ‘the military valor of the
Megicah people. He records that, during the siege of Tenochtitlan,

. . some three or four soldiers who were there
with us and who had served in Italy swore to God
many times that they had never seen such fierce
fights, not even when they had taken part in such
between Christians and against the artillery of

. the King of France, or of the great Turk, nor had-

. they seen men like those Iggians with such courage
in closing up their ranks.¢ : : '

- The Aztecs are portrayed in especially fayorabTe terms by the

" Anonymous Conqueror:

’ The people of this land,are well made, rather
tall than short. They are swarthy as leopards,
- of good mQ%gsrs and gestures,‘for the greater

&
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part very skillful, robust and tireless, and at
the same time the most moderate men known. They
‘are very warlike and face death with great
resolution. . . It is one of the finest things
in the world to see them in war in their squadrons, &
because they move with perfect order, and are
splendidly attired, and make such a fine appearance
-that nothing could be better. Among them are very
resolute men who affront death with determination.
I saw one of them defending himself most valiantly
dgainst two light-horsemen and another against
three or four® . .  They wear nothing on the head,
but they allow the hair to grow long, which is
very beautiful, -so that with their costume and the
Tong and Toose locks which cover the back they
look beautiful. .-. They are very skillful with
their hands for every kind of thing, and of the.:
greatest ingenuity -and industry in the world.
There ‘are among them masters of occupations, and
te make anything they only need to see it made
once or twice. . . There was such justice among o
them that for the least crime or dereliction that- '
anyone committed, he was put to death or reduced
to slavery. . . They are of ail whom God had.
. created the most devoted to their religion and
“observant of it, in so much as they offem them-.
selves as voluntary sacrifices for the sa]vat1on
of their souls:

‘Like Cortés. and Bernal Dfaz, the Anonymous Congueror is over-
° - ' - N

come with admiration at the great size and p0pu1ation‘df the towns,

the majesty and number of temples and roya1'hoUses, and tﬁexfabulous

markets where all kinds'of imaginable mérchandise.weré sold.

However, all the praiées the‘Spaniards gave .to the Indians

and their civilization were made " the premise that the Indian

"Was inferiof_to the Spaniard. Infefiority was seen. inherent fo
_the Indian nqture in éuchia.way thaf being én Indiaﬁ meant being -
deprived of certain virtuesvand'qua1ities and attifudes towards
tﬁe world and 1ife which wére highly esteemed by the Spéniards

and considered essential for a man. to have. That the Indians were

b
S
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Jjudged on q_premise which already presupposed their ihherent

inferiority is clear when Cortes says: "Considering that this % a

barbarous hation, we marvel at the orderliness and good government.
vhich is‘maintained.“ And, Bernal Diaz: “For Indians,,the’five
maidens were good looking." A1l the intelligence Cortés grants Y

to the Indians of the central plateau is only enough to make them -~

':ﬁ&dé;ete1y capable."

The belief in the inherent inferiority of the Indian and its

K

result, the percept1on of the Indian, in many respects as a def1c1ent

being to be subord1nated 10 the Span1ards, were in great part caused

by an unponsc1ous desire, an a]mqst "vital necessity" of the Spaniards
to'see in the Indian é beiné that, due to his inferiority, could right- -
fully be squected to their_wii]s. To. confirm the SpanizrdSuin their

belief, it sufficed for them to contemplate some of the more gruesome
aspects of Ind1an re11g1on as the practices of human sacr1f1ce and ~
N\

v cann1ba11sm Bernal D1az speaks with dread about such cus toms :

Every day we saw. sacr1f1ced before us three, four

or five Indians whose hearts were offered to the

idols and their blood plastered on the walls, and

the feet, arms and legs of the victims were cut

off and eaten, just as.in our country we eat beef

bought from the butcher. 1 even believe that they . .
~sell it by retail in thé/'t1anguez » as they cali ~ e

their markets . o

To the compan1ons of Cortes the -human sacr1f1ces of the Indians were
“"the most terr1b1e and fr1ghtfu] thing ever seen. n26 - - /
.ogether with human sacr1f1ces and cannibalism, the practice of
sodomy was perceived és another proof of‘the Wicked and inferior nafufe
of the Indian. The companioﬁs of Cortés be]feved'this eustem was genega]
among the Indians of Mexico: "We know ahd have been informed Withouf

o

room- for doubt that all practice the abominable sin of sodomy.“27 The

.
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Spaniards abhorred this custom so much that they did not’hesitate in
. setting the dogs upon,‘or even burning alive, those among the Indians
who were 1tsvavowéd practitioners.

| Drunkenness was seen as the fourth most serious vice affecting

the Indians. The Anonymous Conqueror fu]m1nated a condemnat1on of the

<

Indians ofg}he region of Panuco on account of their habits of drunken-

ness and s dgmy:

In this province the men are great sodomites,
c&%ards and drunkards; it is almost incredible

_the length to which they carry their passion
for intoxicating fluids: when they can no
longer stand and drink, they 1lie down and_%gve
it injected. by a squirt into the1r breech.

Buf, in sp1te of these shortcom1ngs, the Spaniards perce1ved
the Indians of New Spain as more c1v111zed and intelligent than those

of the Islands:

. with adequate teaching many, perhaps all
of them, would very quickly depart fraom their
evil ways and would come to:tride knowledge,
for they live more equally and reasonably than
any other of 5he tribes which we have hithertd
come across.

However, though thought to be super1or in understanding and
c1v111ty to. other Ind1ans, the natives of Mecho ended up by be1ng
_ass1gned‘s1m11ar roles: to work for, pay tribute and serve the
"“more’vjrtuous"'and "know]edgeab]e" Spaniard. Whgn Cortes, in his
. Fourth Letter, begs the‘Emperon to send him plants and Seeds of every
kind, he takes it as a mattér of course that the Indians you1d charge
'themselyes nith cu]fivafing them;_fOF "they’show great industry in

“tilling lands and planting trees.”30 In his Third Letter, Cortes

“a

~explains why he has decﬁded to app%ove the .establishment of. the

encomienda system in New Spain in spite of the fact that the natives

13
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of the region were of "such understanding and intelligence as would
make them moderately capable":

For I thought that ifusthese services (the services
provided by the Indiaris in encomienda) were
abolished, the conquerors and settlers of these
parts could not support themselves. . . and in view
of the great length of time we have been at war and
the necessities and debts that we have all incurred
because of it. . . it'was almost necessary for me
to deposit the chiefs and natives of these parts
with the Spaniards -- which I have done with proper
consideration for their rank and the services ‘they
have rendered your Majesty. . . This step was
taken upon the advice of persons who are very
experienced in this country. Nothing could have
been, and nothing can be, better or more necessary
for the 5upport of the Spaniards, as well as for
the conservation and §ood treatment of the Ind1ans
The best and most important provinces and c1t1es
have beag reserved for your Majesty. 31 .

3

The Emperor, however was not of the same 0p1n10n ‘as Cortes .
and wrote back.abso]ute]y forb1dd1ng the continuance of the encom-

. ienda. ."you will not make any repartimiento or encomienda in

that land, or consent to any assignment of the Indians, but you are

to a]]ow'them'to Tive in ]iberty,‘as our vassals in Castile live. ."32

' But the d1str1but1on of the Indians of NHew Spa1n was a]ready
an accomp11shed fact when the Emperor s order dropped upon ‘Cortés
‘who, after read1ng ‘the letter, indicated to the four royal offitials
g who had brought it that he had no intention of executing the order,
and then prcceeded to write a long letter to the Emperor jusfifying
once again the establishment of the encomienda. As before, the main
point of h1s argument was: that if the Indians were taken away from
the Span1ards, these wou]d be depr1ved of their sustenance, for they

had no means of support,o;her than those offered through the service

and tribute of the Indians. Without their Indians, moreover, the ..
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'not giving them to anyone, and this 1s exc1t1ng a un1ver;a] clamor.

Spaniards would have to abandon the country and "who would then hold
it on behalf ot the Emperor?"33 -

Cortes was not exaggerating;,when, years later, Bishop Don
Sebastian Ramirez de Fuen]eai, sent by Hie Majesty as Reformer of

Mexico, began to free 'he Indfﬁnﬁ from encomiendas, the historian

“Oviedo tells us that “many Spaniards abandoned the Tand and went else-

Il34

where in. search of a new 11fe The oidores of the SecondeAudien~’

cia of Mexico (1537-1535), ordered by the Crown to supo;ess some .
encomiendas, soon.]anented the unpleasant nature of the task they had
been assigned: "UWe have encoontered-a thousand diftiou]ties in sup-
pressing the encomiendas and oonverting them into corregimientos.35
We have removed the Indiané of more than a hundred peh§bns and we are
36

The task of suppressing the encomiendas was indeed a most

difficult one. The Spaniards felt a “vital need" to maintain seign-

eufy'over the Indians. They were not 1nterested,as much in the owner-

ship of Tand as in holding dominion and power‘over other men. In

1532, Dr. Ceynos, Oidor of. the Audiencia of»Mexico; expressed the

opinion that; to give lands to the Spaniards without giving them.
) . < B ) ‘ ' n

Indians, would not solve the. problem, for the Spaniards were "gente

puesta en hdbito de honra" (peop]e who 11ved to uphold honor), and

37

\

con§equent1y cou]d not care 1essvabout agriculture.
in a wr1t1ng of 1544, pointed out the need of ‘having Indlans work1ng

in the f]e]ds and in the 1ndustr1es of the Spaniards for, "if Span1ards

* were to render serv1ces to each other there wou]d be no one willing

38

to do anything. Pedro de Mendoza, V1ceroy of New Spa1n‘(1535 1550),

The Franc1scans,
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expressed disgust wilh the publication of the royal cddula of Febru-

ary 22, ]549,39 which temporarily abolished the personal services of

the Indians for: . who will tend the livestock, who will S OW

'the fields, who will busy himself in raising silk?- All the industries

4,140

which have been started will be ruine And Oidor Salmerdn, in a

letter to the Council of thé‘Indies, dated Auqust 13, 1531, makes
o ¥
the following comment:

Those who do not have encomiendas complain
dmpudently "to us and demand something to
live on. If told that they are youmy and
well able to work, they answer saucily that
they took part in such-and-sucha conquest.

In summary then, the encomienda system wvas based on both the

"vital neccss1ty” that every 1nd1v1dual Spaniard felt for being
served and ]ead]ng a se1gneur1a1 1ife, and the pevcept1on of the
Indian-as an -inferior, ern to be subJected to the rule and direction
) d} fhé “more virtuous" Spaniard. However, while the.first Conquerors,
had repeatedty praiéed the va]or,‘COUFaoe, skill and inte]]igence cf
_ the Indians, Lhosn Spanlardf who arrived after the conquest had been
comp]e»ed saw in the Indians a subJugated people in wqom pride vias

absent»and who seemed to adJust well to the role of serving and‘obey;

ing their Spanish masters. The Franciscan missicnary Fray Francisco

de Motolinia, - for example,. points out that “the Indians :

of New Spain are¢” by nature timid and very bashful sb‘that.it.seems as

. if they were born to-dbel."42 This statement cou]d'not havé beenv

made by any of the first conquerors who knew very well the high pr1ce
in blood and mlsery they had to pay for the subm1ss1on of the Ind1ans}

But in a few years' time things had changed. In'Aoto]1n7a s‘mind the

o



Indian's timidity of character extended also to all the amimals and
living creatures of New Spain, and was in strong contrast with the
temperament and'character_of the Spaniards:

What one can say of these people is that they
are temperamentaliy very different from us, for
we Spaniards have a heart that is as big and
ardent as fire, and these Indians and A11 the animals
" of this land are by nature tame, and Yecause of their
timidity and their temperament they ate slow to
express. gratitude, although they are vegy sensible
‘of benefits. As they are temperamentally more
sluggish than we are they are annoying to some
Spaniards, but they are capable of any virtue and
very capable of learning any trade ar craft, and
‘they have a great memory and a good understanding.
{
> . .
/Moto11n{a's view of the natives of New Spain presents two

43

I:

main aspects: on the one hand he discerns in the Indian many of the
virtues a good Christian should possess; on ‘the other-he sees in

their bashfulness and timidity of character‘a'1ogica1ireason that -

‘serves to explain why they have to servé a people endowed With "more

ardent and generous. hearts." This dual aspect of Moto]inia“s pér-

ception of the Mexican Indian is apparent in.his following words:

they are extremely patient and 1ong~suffering,‘as gentle a§
sheep.. They are humble and obedient to all, either Qi]]ing]y or of
necessity, and they'know only how to serve and work w44

- > If Motol1n1a, as a good -hearted .and char1table m1ss1onary,
perce1ved the Ind1ans as we]] 1ntent1oned and good natured people,
!, other Spanlards were of different opinions. The latter could be
represented by Gonzalo de Aranda who beiieved that although at first
sight the rnatives seémed good‘Christians,~they were "basically evil

and born to be»subject‘ed."é5 The Dominican Fray_Gohia]o Lucero rep-

resents an intermediary point of view between those of Motolinia and

139
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Aranda. This friar, missionary among the Indians of Mixteca, consid-
ered the natives what Saint Paul termed "ad oculum servientgs", who

hardly ever did good or avoided evil éxcept when they felt they were

being watched.46

Where charity a 4 love were not acting as mollifiers, the
contempt many Spaniards felt for the Indians could reach extreme pro-
portions.. In 1550 a Spanish encomendero exclaimed:

There are two species of people in Castile, the ~
nobles and the plebeians, hidalgos and villains.
The hidalgo, the noble, wants to be taken by love
and gentleness, to be treated with respect and
courtesy and with good reasoning .and on honorable
terms; they can make both the wax and the wick,
~as they say in our country. But the laborer, the
villain, is hard and stubborn; and since he has
more of feeling than he has of reason, four strokes
with a stick work better on him and persuade him
easier than all the discourses of Aristotle.
This difference God took away from the natives of
the Indies; every one of them, everywhere, in every .
occasion and in every kind of business are of ¢
second class; they are sons of servile fear; tHey
want to be ‘taken by rigor, to be shown an ominous
mien; they do not want to be heard or listened to,
¢nor to be paid attention for their services; and
whenever they fancy that their services have been
~major, they have to be paid with a slap on their
faces; it is better for them to be punished so
they understand that they have sinned; and the
whip and the stick should first bang above their
necks to admonish them for their dereliction; -
because in this manner they turn solicitous,
diligent, cautious, without getting ideas; and -
they carry out a command sooner than it takes.
to give it. On the contrary, if they are taken .

-~ with gentleness, love and affectidn, they do
nothing; they are careless, lazy, idle; they
depreciate the one who is in command; they think
that they are being treated gently for lack of
strength, 39d with this fancy a thousand grievances
will rise. -

Arguments of different kinds were used to demonstrate the

desirability of subordinating the.Indians to individual Spaniards.
. & .
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Some of these arguments were intended to provg that the institution
of the encomienda had itg_founddtion in the natural order of things,
an order that proclaimed the subordination of the inferior to the
superior. As the priest Gomez Maraver rxplained:

The security of this land of New Spain depends

upon the existence of a good number of rich

and powerful Spaniards strong enough to resist

the force of the Indians. . . . If the hidalgos

and noble men are feeble and meagre, constrained

and of miserable poverty, the land would easily

be lost for having distorted the order set by

God in everything; for everywhere we see that

the inferior is ruled by the superior, .

and among the birds and animals some species are
superior to others, and_in every city of the

world there is a head afd strong limbs which

govern it, and all™Ndwgdoms depend for their support
on wealthy knights. . . . [If this is so, why .
should an Empire such as this one, large, rich

and powerful, bounteous and fertile, aggrandized
with so many people of different kinds, be changed
into a monster with no head, making all the -
knights and noble people of these parts poor and
miserable and equal to the rest? Hence we think

the Spaniards shouPs not be deprived of their
Indians,.fqngs\gg;ikis wou]d bg a very injurious
and pernicipus thing, much in disservice to God
Our Lord and His Majesty.48 .
There $till remairied for the Spanish theoreticians the difficult
fask of reconciling the status of frce vassal, which had been officially
granted to the Indian, with the deep conviction most of the Spaniards
held that the natives were there to serve ahd obey them. No one
accomplished this taék more skillfully than Juan Ginés de SepdTveda -
. (1490-1573), hjstorian, he]]enist,vprotegé qnd off{ciﬁl translator

(from Greék) of thé Pope, and chronicler of the Court of Spain. ._ '  ¥
- Sepulveda, in accordance with Aristofe]ian philosophy, believed

thdt certain men had been endowed by nature to be lords, while others

Weré’destined to be serfs. He included the'Spéniards among the first.



and the Indians ot the New World among the second.  The Indians were
visibly iwf('ri(>r to the Spaniards in moral virtues and i!lf(‘l]i(]PlH!U
and gs such it was .in their own interests

to be placed under the authority of civilized

~and virtuous princes, so that they may learn

from the miaght, wisdom and law of their con-

querors, to practice better morals, worthier

customs, and a more civilized way of life.
The Indidhs were as inferior in these characteristics to the Spaniards
"as children are to adults, as women are to mon."49

Septlveda, however, did not propose that the Indians shou]d
be reduced t6 slavery, something which would be clearly contrary to
their status of "“free vassals". The state he.assigned to the Indian
was to combine the rights and duties of a trusted, tribute-paying,
and pgrhaps wage-earning servant under seigneurial rule and those of
a‘minof, subject to paternalistic rule. This new status, moreover,
should be fiexible enough to allow the Indians to earn new degrees *
of liberty in accordance with their attested achievement in civili-
zation and Christianity. Nof should the Indians be pampered+with
liberties above their "nature and condition", for this might make
them want to win back their fbrﬁer statds; Nor should they be oppres-
sed with undue hardships to the extent of exciting them to rebellion
against the Spaniards. In due time, Sepd}veda éuggested, the Indians
might gain in maturity and prudence enough to assume minor respon$i-

.

bilities. Sepulveda specified that the Indians were to be kept in a

condition that would combine the principle of herile (the secular,

seignorial and vertical relationship between,the master and the

servant, which might or might not involve nﬁmuﬁEFEt+8n) and paterno




(the authorrtarian and dit buee Prancrpbe of fa brat dependency Tres ).
In theory, then, the vedationship betweon the Todoans and (he ey,
Would be g tusion o the mastor ervant and parent child velatyonahp

ol households o combinatton of Teagal contsa ! and nataval e

>

. . 0
under<coring in both scnaen the subirecsron ot the Tndian.

The colonists of New “pain were very pleaaed with the pdeas
crpounded by Sepdliveda.  The town council of Me. Co 1ty voted on
February 8, 1554, to send him " one Jewels and clothang trom thiv land

to the value of 200 pesos” in recoanition tor hio services and ' to

i
. 51
encotirage him in the future."
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COHCLUSION

"

What were thé cﬁ]tura] attitudes of the carly sixteenth
century Spaniard towards the world and 1ife? What desires and
aspirations motivated him to acfion aqd\inf]uenced his
intérpretations of the regourcés of the New VWorld?

These aré the questions we have tried to -answer in this
thesis. It has been shown that the segrch for honor was the main-
manifestation of the desires and aspirations which motivated the

“early sixteenth century Spaniard to action and deter&ined hany
of‘his-attitudes towards thetwof1d and Tife; The terriiories of

the Indies were seen as a place offering abundant opnortunities

ato, gain honor and wealth. The perception of the New Vorld
<i;//€;zironment and the interpretagion of its resources were made

keeping these‘objettivés in mind.

{s Ouv study is focused»on a socioty of diécont:nted pc;plé;
discontented in-fhe sense that many early.sjxteenth century
Spéniardszfe]t dissat{sfied,With.the role they played in ;ociéty
and exﬁerienced’a'strong desire, an almost “vita] need", to
improve their status. The best representative of this séFte of
affairs is*ihe Castilian hidalgo; a man whose‘who]e 1ifc’céntered
on géininq and.upho1ding honor; and who fé]t secure And firm in
the estimatiop of his virtues™ind the inherent worth of his person.
His des%re”for honbr was accompanied by an,unshgkabié bé]ief in
his capacity to gain it.. khen thcihidalgo arrived in the Néw World,

his perceptfo?s and evaluations of the natives and envifonmeﬁt

viere guided by the image he had wishfully formed of what he waé

seeing and going to see. As a consequence of this, the apprafsal

> : . -
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v

of the worth of the native: and the estimate of their characters
became in many ways indepcnient of the nature, culture and actions
of the Indian. Driven by his desire to maintain §eigneury) the
hidalgo did not fail to see in the non-Christian Indian a man of -
‘inferioriqua1ities who could be made to serve and obey the more
"virtuous" Spaniard. It mattered little 17 the Indian fn question
was tﬁe more primitive Arawak or the more sophisticated Indian of
the high plateaus of Mexfco; “in cjther case, Lhe Indian was
‘coﬁtemp1ated.as the servant of fhe Span{ard; The appraisal of the
actions,'custbms;_habits and character of the natives,ﬂas not made
objectively, but according tofa value system and the .necessities
derjved>from.the_desire to fulfill certain aspirations. This is
vhy, whatever ‘the individua] or group characteriscics of the
Indian, he was portrayed as inferior to the Spaniard.

In respect to the b1ophys1ca1 environment of the Ncw Hor]d
it seems fair to state that the Spaniards gave Droof of very 11ttle
interest for the developiment of its natural resources. Th1s

.disyégard for the produ;tion of natural wea}th existed in spite of
the fact ‘that the Spaniards were well aware of the fertility and
produétive capacity of the soil, and of the many advantagés offered

by the natural environment. But, ‘as Las’ Casas said: "all are -
occupied in the damned exerc1!e of searbhxng for go]g and rot fn
creating naturaj vealth by making the earth bear. fruit". Even the -
search for go]d hounver, Was cond1t1oned upon the ava11ab111tv

of Indian laborers, ¢or without them frw Spaniards would employ

thomselves a¢ this task, as materna]ly rewarding as it m1ght prove

’
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In the mind of the Spaniard honor came first, material weal th
‘second. To esteem money and material possessions, or to labor for
the acquisition of them fhrough means other than the oxércise of

¢ /
valor, was considered disgraceful and unworthy. Las Casas, who,
during his e$r1y years as encomendero in the island of Cuba,
demonstrated interest and industry 1in runn1ng and administering his
sources of income, has related that he toock the decision to dedicate

Vh1s 1ife to the cause of the Indians Just qt the time when he

started to be deemad by the other settlers as greody, for “"they

“

saw that he (Las Casas) was very industrious and paid a Jot of
attention to hiseétate, and the mines, and all the other things".]

- 0On this score QOviedo makes an interesting conment when he

says
Many come to the Indies th1nl1ng that to be
T seasoned in . the use of arms is enough to make
‘one rich. I say that it would be of more use
'\\ if they were knowledaable at working in tasks
\ which are honest and necessary to human life, .

\ Those that come to this land with assignment
of office or with the intention of trading
merchandise will make a good living, and this
_same applies to b}ose who understand agricu1ture

= . and livestock raising and to those who are
artisans, but more than anyone else, clerks and
copyists will become rapidly rich, for there are
few of these in the Indies.2 .

The existence of this type of attitude toﬂardé'work and the
~accumulation of wéa]th among thé Spéniards 1i§ing in the Indies is
éonfirﬁed clearly by Las Casas: |
In deneral, all those who have dedicated their
efforts to the obtaining of gold always Yived

in necessity and, at times, were in prison for
N . debts. Better off were the ones whose sources

»



vfrom certain attitudes and outlooks. on the wor]d and 11fe.
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of income derived {.-om livestock ra1s1ng and

agriculture.  But cv N the more fortunate ones
among these ended ujp with nothing, for with - -their
misguided investment: and excesses in clothing

and dress and trapp ngs and many other vanities,

all their wealth evu'owated rapidly and they

never thrived nomwere able to show off with

success .3

The existence‘ot this state of affairs amohg the Spahiards
in the Indies is of great importance for it bears directly upon
the economic deve]opment of a society. It can be deduced froni the
results of this study that it is not  the physical resources so much
as the human resources of a society which‘determine the course'ef
its econom1c development, .if any, towards riches or t@:ards poverty
It is wﬁat lies in the minds of men that determines, for the most
part, the economic development of a society. . Wle cannot understand L
the use of resources and the economic development of nations without
a careful consideration of the world view and vitail attitudes
prevalent amohg the peop]e who inhabit them. We % 1d. go a step
fUrther andaconceive,vas th2 economist ¥.K. Boulding has dene, that

the wea1th of a nat1on is a by product of certain e1ements in its

“culture, cumulated through years. Over a broad range of human :

societies within the extremes of the Eskwmo and the desert nomad,

‘if one is rich'and'another poor, it is not because of any thing

inherent i the natura] resources or 1n the genet1c make up of the:

people, but because of the cumulative effects wh1ch are derlved
. 4

Although far more research is indicated before definite

conc]us10ns~can be drawn, the evidence presented in this thesis has

been organized according to a pattern which tends to support the

‘\‘( .
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applicability of the ltheorocical wodel shown in Fig, 4. The value
systcm‘of the carly sixteenth coﬁlury Spanmiard has been shown to
‘céntre around the concept of gaining and upholding honor. The
‘?BTTﬁal perceptions of the natives and lands of the New World served
to cfeate an image portraying the now territories as places where
honor could be gained by participating in the conquest and wheﬁé
the rea]izatiﬁn of a lordly 1ife was made possible through the system
ofbencomiendas and the wealth in precious metals which, it was
believed, existed almost everywhere. The use of the resources of
the new environmeﬁt was héde in accordance with the nature of this .
image.. That is to say,‘theAindigenous people were compelled to
work in a manner that would allow the Spaniards to carry on
seigneurial lives and, vihen possible, obtain rapid wealth in precious
metals. The initial.image portraying the natives as inferior beings
was very consistent with the view the Spaniards had themselves as a
higrly virtuous and succéésfu] people whose destiny was to rule tbg
world. - | |
In view of this state of affairs, it is not surprising that,
during the early part éf‘the sixteenth century, the initial image
the'Spaniards had’formed of the natives and 1§nds in the New lorld
suffered little modification. The voices of Las Casasvénd other
gympatﬁfzers of the Indians had an impact on the Spanish consciencé
. but .this imbact Qés not'sufficientTy strong to alter $1gnificant1y
,the“imqgefpoftrayiﬁg fHe ﬁativés as fnferior beings‘destihed:to
“serve and‘obey.the7morév"vjrtuou§" Spaniard.

A simi]ar‘dégfee of'§tébi1ity appears a]éo,to exist in the

o

image.portraying’the natural environment of the Hew VYorld as a



haven of natural wealth,  Precious metals, above everything else,
were scen as the main foundation of this wua]ph. Gold and silver
were thought to oxisi almost everywhere: when the search for
those metals in a §ogion did not come up to the expectations a
new dmage was created which assured the existence of the desired

L
riehes in regions further apart.

Much more FCSCdFC“ is needed to make possible the enunciation
vof exact propositions on the complex nature of the early sixteenth
century imagé of the New Vlorld and its development thrdﬁgh'time.
The various set of factors affecting the creation and modification
of images are difficult to identify. The compjexity and magnitude;
of the problem with which this thesis is concerned does ﬁof allow
for considerations whiéh éan be reduced to set formulae. Absolute
statement cannot be made when the evidence to support them is
lacking. The formulation and attenpted verification bf\a’v
hypothesis and the usc of a certain methodology are only tools
which,servo toc make tchtétive steps that‘wi11 hepefully lead to
i

a more enlightened view on the ties that exist between images,,

perception and behaviour.

NOTES

]Historia de las Indias, Book 3, Chapter.79. Las Casas came
from a family of conversos; this fact may serve .to explain his good
business sense as -an encomendero.

-

?Hjstoria'qenera] . . ., Book 28, Chapter 6.
. " 4 -

3Hi§toria de las _Indias, Book 2, Chapter 6.';
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4Ior‘ these and velaled ideas see Kenneth L. Bouldin.g, Beyond
Economics: Fosays on Sociely, Relbigion and Uthics, Ann Maoory The
Univer<ity of Michigan Press, 1968,
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