
dre le débat, mais de démontrer la nécessité d’une meilleure formation pour les maîtres
et d’une pédagogie claire; il montre aussi qu’il existe des pistes de solution tenant
compte des réalités de la citoyenneté en société pluraliste. C’est sur ce point que
l’argumentation et les exemples sont les plus convaincants.

L’ouvrage présente explicitement une certaine vision de la citoyenneté, bien
qu’elle soit tempérée. Michèle Vatz-Laaroussi résume cette vision dans la postface
en énonçant que l’important est d’aider les jeunes à construire une citoyenneté cri-
tique, ouverte et dynamique. Il ne pourrait y avoir de meilleur résumé de l’image de
la citoyenneté qu’évoque cet ouvrage. Une pédagogie favorisant l’esprit critique est
essentielle dans ce contexte. La vision proposée est pertinente dans le contexte d’une
société pluraliste et démocratique. D’ailleurs, Lefrançois s’inspire de Habermas et
Vigneault, de Socrate. De plus, la pédagogie proposée tient compte des objectifs de
la réforme en vue de l’éducation à la citoyenneté. Cependant, cette vision peut-elle
faire l’unanimité que l’on retrouve rarement au sujet de la citoyenneté ?

La place accordée à l’esprit critique est justifiable, mais ce n’est pas la seule
vision possible d’une citoyenneté partagée par tous les Québécois. L’ouvrage s’inscrit
clairement dans la lignée des tenants d’une citoyenneté dialogique et démocratique,
où chaque individu peut trouver sa place. Le respect de la civilité et la participation
en sont les principaux facteurs d’inclusion, mais sont-ils suffisants pour revaloriser
la citoyenneté ?

Enfin, l’ouvrage rappelle la réalité indéniable du travail des maîtres qui doivent
enseigner la citoyenneté. Les carences conceptuelles ne leur facilitent pas la tâche.
Quelle formation pour l’éducation à la citoyenneté? tente de remédier à ces carences
et est en ce sens une contribution pertinente. Toutefois, seule la pratique et le temps
permettront d’évaluer le succès des programmes et des stratégies pédagogiques. Entre-
temps, l’État voudra peut-être remédier aux défauts de ses programmes. Cet ouvrage
sera utile pour soutenir la réflexion sur les solutions en vue d’une pédagogie claire
permettant d’atteindre les objectifs de l’éducation à la citoyenneté.

PIERRE WILLAN Université d’Ottawa

The Big Red Machine: How the Liberal Party Dominates Canadian Politics
Stephen Clarkson
Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2005, pp. xii, 335

Stephen Clarkson’s The Big Red Machine offers an insightful chronicle of the Lib-
eral Party of Canada’s electoral behaviour over a period of thirty years. By bringing
together revised versions of his previously published accounts of the Liberal Party’s
successes and failures in the nine general elections held between 1974 and 2004,
Clarkson provides a unique opportunity for serious reflection on Liberal Party dom-
inance of twentieth-century Canadian politics. Beyond that, however, his accessible
and compelling presentation of the story of Liberal electoral politics offers a nostal-
gic review of the events and personalities that shaped the political journey from Pierre
Elliott Trudeau to Paul Martin. In accomplishing this, Clarkson has produced a book
that will be of as much interest to non-academic followers of Canadian politics as it
is to serious students of partisan politics.

Those who are interested in understanding the determinants of political success
will appreciate the careful way in which each chapter explores the factors that influ-
ence electoral outcomes, including the strategic dimensions of party and campaign
organization, leadership and the leader’s campaign, advertising and media coverage,
policy, and financing. While Clarkson cautions that we cannot “derive simple les-
sons from history and apply them to future campaigns” ~265!, the process of review-
ing nine election campaigns in one volume sheds considerable light on the complex
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role these factors played in, for example, the Liberal’s 1974 victory and Chrétien’s
three consecutive majorities, as well as the Trudeau government’s defeat in 1979 and
the Turner debacle of 1984. Quantitative voting behaviour studies play only a minor
role in Clarkson’s analysis of electoral outcomes. Instead, he relies on a careful review
of events—often made more compelling by the sense of insider knowledge his writ-
ing exudes—to allow for a rich interpretation of electoral success and failure.

Students of party politics will appreciate Clarkson’s effort to use his book’s intro-
duction and conclusion to confront what has become the dominant approach to study-
ing Canadian party politics and party system change—that is, the “party systems
approach” popularized by Ken Carty, Bill Cross, Lisa Young and a number of other
leading researchers. Many readers will recall that Clarkson’s analysis of the Liberal
Party’s 2000 campaign challenged Carty, Cross and Young’s interpretation of Canada’s
“fourth party system.” In particular, he disputed their claim that regionalization of
party support during the 1990s coincided with the fragmentation of party politics
into a series of distinct regional party subsystems that undermined the pan-Canadian
character of party politics prior to the critical election of 1993.

Clarkson is correct to stress the ways in which evidence from his studies of the
Liberal Party conflict with the Carty group’s characterization of the fourth party sys-
tem. But such deviation is to be expected. The identified characteristics of any party
system are never anything more than the norms that tend to be reflected in the oper-
ation of parties and partisan politics. There will always be aspects of the party sys-
tem that seem out of step, more in tune with a previous ~or future! party system. As
such, if Clarkson had abandoned his dogged insistence that the Carty group has incor-
rectly characterized the most recent transformation in the character of the Canadian
party system, and instead opted to work toward a respecification of the character and
norms of this system, he could have made a more significant contribution.

As a political economist, Clarkson is keenly aware of the value of historical
conjunctural analysis of the sort associated with the party systems approach. This is
evident when, in the concluding chapter, he discusses how micro-level critical elec-
tions ~such as the 1993 election! take place in a macro-level context that is occasion-
ally transformed—such as when the postwar political and economic paradigm was
superseded by a neoliberal political economy. Unfortunately, he fails to make full
use of this political economic analysis in rethinking his own perspective on the party
systems approach. He contends that the ground moves with political economic events
like the neoliberal turn, but this analysis is merely “added on,” rather than integrated
into his perspective on party system change.

The Big Red Machine is an example of scholarship emerging from years of
careful and sustained observation. It provides a fascinating review of thirty years of
Liberal history. It offers very thoughtful analysis of the potential role of leadership,
organization, policy, communication and finances in electoral success and failure. It
also provides considerable food for thought to those interested in the study of party
systems. With this, Stephen Clarkson has made another important contribution to the
study of Canadian politics.

STEVE PATTEN University of Alberta

Canada Among Nations 2005: Split Images
Andrew F. Cooper and Dane Rowlands, eds.
Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queens University Press, 2005, pp. xiv, 295

Split Images marks the twenty-first installment of the Canada Among Nations series.
It also marks a new beginning as the first collaboration between the series host insti-
tution, the Norman Patterson School of International Affairs, and the Centre for Inter-
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