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Abhstract

This thesis examines the relationship between ethnic residential segregation and
assimilation by establishing the extent to which ethnic residential dispersal is associated with
diminished ethnic identity. The Chinese in Edmonton is the subject population. It is
divided into two groups: a Chinatown group and a suburban group. The major purpose of
the study is to investigate why the two groups choose the present dwelling places, what
sacio-demographic factors cause their different residential locational choices and whether

or not the two groups maintained same degree of ethnic identity.

A sclf-administered questionnaire survey was conducted between May and July, 1992

in Edmonton. The sample population consisted of first generation Chinese immigrants,

sampled households.

The study showed that both groups try to adjust their housing needs within their
limited financial resources. The study also showed that the Chinatown group has a tendency
groups’ different residential locational choices is drawn from an examination of their socio-
demographic profiles. The Chinatown group are old, retired, quite old on arrival in Canada
and with hardly any knowledge of English; whereas the suburban group are younger and in
the child-bearing and child-rearing stages of life-cycle, younger upon arrival and have a
substantial knowiedge of English.



A strong ethniv identity persists among the Chinese in mic This

result indicates that residential dispersal does not prevent |« i ethaike
identity,  On the other hand, the suburban group is les Mt than the
Chinatown group. This result indicates that the suburban v : 1 involved in
Canadian society and thus has a greater potential to lose s et v, A statement

outlining areas for future research concludes the thesis.
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Chapter 1. Overview of the Study

1.1 Introduction

Ethnic minority problems have Jong been an area of interest in the Social Sciences.
This is especially true in North America which has experienced great inflows of immigrants
and as a result has great ethnic diversity. In geography, the study of ethnicity often
concentrates on cthnic residential patterns. Many ethnic groups have developed their own
residential clusters. An abundance of research has been conducted in an attempt to explain

the formation of ethnic residential segregation and the evolution of ethnic resider
distributions. A concept which has been frequently introduced during this kind of research
is "assimilation™. It is argued that an ethnic group’s degree of residential segregation is
related to its degree of assimilation. However, research also shows that the relationship
between ethnic residential segregation and assimilation is very complicated. This thesis
intends to use a case study of the Chinese in Edmonton to examine this relationship.

1.2 Definition of Assimilation

What is assimilation? Though frequently used it has been one of the most confusing
and elusive concepts ever employed in the study of ethnicity. Many efforts have been made
to determine its nature and essence. As early as the 1920s, Park and Burgesss (1921)

described assimilation as a "process of interpenetration and fusion in which persons and

groups acquire the memories, sentiments and attitudes of other persons or groups, and , by
sharing their experience and history, are incorporated with them in a common cultural life *
This definition emphasizes the change of culture, the change in a people’s way of life, during
the assimilation process.
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Several other authors also emphasized the change of culture in the process of
assimilation. Berry (1958:210) commented that "by assimilation we mean the process
whereby groups with different cultures come to have a common culture... Assimilation refers
thus to the fusion of cultural heritages..". Cuber (1955:609) stated "assimilation may be
defined as the gradual process whereby cultural differences tend to disappear” Rose
(1956:557-8) defined assimilation as “the adoption by a person or group of the culture of
another social group to such a complete extent that the person or group no longer has any
characteristics identifying him with his former culture and no longer has any particular

loyalties to his former culture.”

All the above definitions described the nature of assimilation as only acculturation,
i.e., the changes of cultures of either one of the two groups or both groups. This perspective
has been criticized by Gordon (1964). Gordon argued that assimilation should not only
include changes in cultural values and behavior but also include changes in social
participation-a change in the clubs and institutions to which a person belongs; and changes
in identification-what group (the group of one’s own ethnicity or the host society) a person
feels he/she belongs. He also conceived the absence of prejudice and discrimination as a
scale to measure the degree of assimilation. Thus, he divided the assimilation process into

seven subprocesses or dimensions (see Table 1.1).

Gordon's definition of assimilation has proved to be the most significant and

influcntial one. It had a great impact on
Gordon's assimilation variables to analyze and compare the assimilation status of different
ethnic groups (Jiobu, 1988; Himmelfarb, 1979; Lai, 1972). In Gordon’s definition, the
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central theme is that assimilation is not a single social process but a number of different

subprocesses and that each subprocess may take place to varying degrees.

Table 1.1 The Assimilation Process

Subprocess or Condition

Type or Stage of
Aulnllation

Change of cultural patterns to those of host
society

Large-scale entrance into cliques, clubs, and
institutions of host society, on primary group
level

Large-scale intermarriage

Development of sense of peoplehood based
exclusively on host society
Absence of prejudice

Absence of discrimination

Absence of value and power conflict

Cultural or
behavioral
assimilation
Structural
assimilation

Marital assimilation
Identificational
assimilation
Attitude receptional
assimilation
Behavior
receptional
assimilation

Civic assimilation

Source: Adapted from Gordon’s Assimilation in American Life, p71.

Among the seven processes, Gordon contends cultural assimilation and structural

assimilation are the most important two subproces

. Cultural assimilation which refers

to the change in the cultural pattern, such as dress, food, and accent, is likely to take place
first. The rationale is that rapid cultural assimilation may lead to a better standing of one’s
social status especially in occupations and jobs (Murguéa, 1975). Gordon also contends that
structural assimilation which means large-scale entrance into cliques, clubs, and institutions
of the host society, is the key to the whole assimilation process. Once structural assimilation
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occurs all of the other types of assimilation will naturally follow. However, he admitted that
although cultural assimilation has been taking place rapidly among racial and ethnic groups
in American society, very little structural assimilation has occurred among these groups.
Moreover, he argued that cultural assimilation may go on indefinitely without structural

assimilation.

It should be mentioned here that Gordon's structural assimilation mainly refers to
assimilation on the primary group level. According to Gordon (1964:31), various social
groups can be put into two general categories. One is the primary group, the other is the
secondary group. The primary group is a group in which contact is personal, informal,
intimate and usually face to face. The interactions between the participants are based on

Kinship and friendship. The secondary group is a group in which contacts tend to he

have or will be assimilated in occupations, i.e. on the secondary group level, few have

become assimilated on the primary group level.

1.3 Three theories of Assimilation

What has been discussed above is the meaning of the "pure* assimilation process.
It has explained what assimilation “"exactly” is and shown how it looks when a complete
assimilation takes place. In Gordon's (1964:69) words, this is an "ideal type” of assimilation-
~"ideal not in the value sense of being most desirable but in the sense of representing the
various elements of the concept and their interrelationships in “pure”, or unqualified
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In a pluralist society like Canada and the United States, rather than focusing on

what pure assimilation is, researchers are more concerned with whether this pure
assimilation will take place at all and whether assimilation will proceed through Gordon’s
seven subprocesses exactly. Historically three theories concerning the assimilation process

have emerged. They are Anglo-Conformity, the Melting Pot and Cultural Pluralism.

13.1 The Anglo-Conformity Theory
The theory of Anglo-Conformity states that when a minority group and the majority

group meet and interact with each other, the result is that the minority group will abandon
its ancestral culture and take on the culture of the majority. The minority group becomes
incorporated into the majority group. The interaction will lead only to a one way process.
Only the minority group changes. The majority group does not change itself. The theory
can be expressed in the formula A+B+C=A, where A, B, and C represent different social
groups and A represents the majority group. In the case of the United States and Canada,
the majority group is the White Anglo-Saxon Protestants so that the theory is known as

"Anglo-Conformity”.

In theory, Anglo-conformity may be achieved by the complete assimilation of the
minority into the dominant culture. Assimilation could conceivably be so complete that
ethnicity (which refers to a group of people who are of the same race, have common
ancestral origin, who share the same culture, religion and who use the same language) will
totally disappear and the minority group will become identical to the majority. The
representative of this school was Robert Park. Park (1921) suggested that the pattern of
interaction among different ethnic groups passes through the stages of isolation,
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competition, conflict, accommodation and assimilation. No matter how fast or how slow,

whether or not intervention occurs, assimilation is an inevitable process.

The Anglo-Conformity theory and Park's unilinear pattern of the race relation cycle
have been criticized by many researchers. Driedger (1989:38) argued that although some
groups, such as Scandinavians, did follow the assimilation process, many others did not. He
criticized the theory as it tends to "ignore groups which retained a separate identity and to
regard their separateness as a relatively insignificant factor in the total pattern of minority-

majority relations.”

Similar criticism can be found from Etzioni's (1959) study. In his article of an
analysis of Wirth’s study of the Ghetto, Eizioni (1959:255) first criticized the assumption
that assimilation will happen eventually as unscientific. He stated:

When an ethnic group is nsslmlhtmg_ it is suggested that the hypothesis is
supported; if an ethnic group is not assimilating, it is suggested that it has
not yet reached the stage of assimilation. *Eventually” one can still hold,
every elhmc  group will be assimilated. As no time interval is mentioned and

iological conditions under which the process of assimilation will take
place are not spelled out, the whole scheme becomes unscientific.

He then went on to criticize the notion that the forces further changing the pattern
of interaction are not clear and that the assimilation process from stage to stage seemed to
be too “natural” in Park’s theory. Etzioni (1959:256) argued that although ethnic groups are
often forced into initial contact by the process of technological, economic and socisl changes,
that after initial contact, the ethnic groups may be in a state of conflict, a stste of
accommodation or a state of assimilation. Which alternative would happen depends on the



specific conditions experienced by the ethnic groups.

13.2 The Melting Pot Theory
Basic to the Melting Pot theory is the assumption that assimilation does not proceed

theory assumes. Instead the Melting Pot theory argues that both the majority group and
minority groups will contribute to develop a new society. Their culture will be merged into
a single and coherent national culture (Fleras and Elliott, 1992:62). The process is
implemented through a range of practices, including intermarriage and education. ‘The new
breed of people and new blend of culture is somewhat different from any one of the groups
separately. Written in a formula, the Melting Pot theory can be expressed as A+B+C=D,
where A, B, and C represent different social groups and D represents an amalgam, a

synthesis of these groups into a new entity (Newman, 1973:63).

that “the Melting Pot" has become a metaphor for that country. However, there are some
shortcomings to this theory. Gordon (1964:124) questioned that it is not clear whether all
groups will make an equally influential contribution to the pot or “whether there is to be a
groups”. Furthermore, Gordon (1964:130) and Driedger (1969) contend that in the North



133 Cultural Pluralism
The meaning of the phrase "cultural pluralism* may be expressed in the formula
A+B+C=A+B+C, where A, B, and C represent different ethnic groups that, over time,

maintain their own identities. Horace Kallen has been acknowledged as the originator of

maintain their distinctiveness but coexist in harmony and respect. He argued that this was
possible because each group participates in the overall economic and political life of the

nation (Gordon, 1964:141-50).

Forty years later, Gordon (1964) clarified the concept of cultural pluralism. He said
it is possible for separate subsocieties to continue their existence even while the cultural
differences between them are progressively reduced and eliminated. In order to understand
this situation, one has to remember Gordon's distinction between cultural assimilation and
structural assimilation. As Gordon suggested, ethnic groups may adopt, in a short period
of time, the dominant group's cultural pattern in such features as food, dress, customs and
language. Nevertheless, each ethnic group can still maintain its structural uniqueness
relative to the other groups. This situation may go on indefinitely. The American society

has become culturally integrated into one society but remains structurally separated into

pluralism since it is structurally not culturally that the American society remains separated

into several subsocieties.

At sbout the same time when Gordon published his Assimilation in American Life,
another two authors, Glazer and Moynihan (1963), also published a book-Beyond the Meling
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Pot---attempting to explain cultural pluralism. Through case studies of several groups-
Blacks, Jews, Puerto Ricans, Italians and Irish in New York city, they claimed that
throughout American history the various streams of population had remained separate from
one another by origin and religion and they had never "melted”. They pointed out that the
Blacks are often discriminated against; the Jews are proud of their distinct identity and do
not wish to assimilate; while Puerto Ricans, Irish and Italians represent combinations of

these voluntary and involuntary forces.

The major hypothesis of Glazer and Moynihan is that over time these ethnic groups
change but still retain their distinct ethnic identity. They stated:

The assimilating power of American society and culture operated on

immigrant groups in different ways, to make them, it is true, something that

they had not been, but still something distinct and identifiable... The ethnic

p-oupmAmenﬂnlnmetybeamenmamwwllfmmthquofm

immigration but a new social form (Glaze and Moynihan, 1963:13-14, 16).
In a shorthand format, their theory may be expressed as A+B+C= A'+B'+C’, where A,
B and C represent different ethnic groups and A', B' and C' represent groups that have been
changed from the original ones but also are distinct from one another. In other words, an
African Black is different from an American Black and an Italian in Italy is different from
an American ltalian.

The setting of the three theories discussed above is in North America, an advanced
society. All the three theories try to explain what will happen to
ethnic groups when they are introduced ino such a society. For theorists of Anglo-
ity and the Melting Pot, ethnic groups will sbandon their culture and group identity
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during their adaption to the host society. People of the ethnic groups will be integrated into

the host society only as “individuals”. The underlying hypothesis is that upward social
mobility is the basic goal of everyone. However, ethnicity would directly restrict mobility
and opportunity (Porter, 1965:63-64). In order to move upward in the social class ladder,
people of the ethnic groups, regardless of their race, culture and religion have 1o abandon
their ethnic identity. While the theory of cultural pluralism also admits that an aspiration
to upward social mobility will change ethnic minorities, it argues that minorities will retain
their ethnic characteristics at least partially. This means that in the process of adaption, an
ethnic group can remain different collectively, Fleras & Elliott (1992:56) described this

characteristic of cultural pluralism as "unity within-diversity".

In his book titled American Pluralism, Newman criticized all the above theories as variants
of "consensus® theory in which social order was conceived as the most important aspect of
societies and the eventual outcome of group interactions (Newman, 1973). He also
criticized all the above theories containing false assumptions about the linear nature of
American assimilation and the homogeneity of ethnic group structures and aspirations. In
reaction to these defects, Newman provided the alternative of "conflict” theory in which
social conflict was perceived as a persistent social phenomenon in an industrial society. He
also perceived ethnic diversity and ethnic relations as a form of social conflict. The result
of conflict is that different ethnic groups may undergo different types of assimilation and
pluralism. Based on Newman's conflict theory, Driedger (1989) developed a conceptusl
conformity-pluralist model for the Canadian society in which conformity and plaralism,
voluntary and involuntary are the ends of two continuums. He argued that the dynamics of
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conflict will lead to the assimilation of some minority Europeans, the voluntary assimilation
of French, Jews, Hutterites and Aboriginal and the involuntary pluralism of some visible
minorities such as Asians. Which assimilation pattern an ethnic group follows will largely
depend on the specific situations involved. These situations include an ethnic group's
cultural and racial similarity with the host society, the ethnic group’s degree of institutional
completeness and demographic characteristics, the host society’s tolerance towards ethnic
diversity and the mode of entry (voluntary or involuntary) of the ethnic group (Anderson
and Frideres, 1981). Thus, in order to understand the different assimilation patterns of
cthnic groups, we will discuss these situations, in other words, the factors affecting

assimilation.

14 Factors Affecting Assimilation Patterns

patterns. Some will follow the Anglo-conformity process, some will follow the pluralistic
process. From another point of view, assimilation is a matter of degree. Some groups will
be more assimilated than others. The assimilation process can be perceived as a continuum
with total assimilation and total pluralism at its two ends. Different ethnic groups are
located at different points of the continuum. Several authors have identified a list of factors
which may determine the different pattern or different degree of assimilation an ethnic
group may adopt (Anderson and Frideres, 1981; Yinger, 1981; Murgufa, 1975). These
factors can be put into three general categories. They are internal factors, external factors
and inter-group relation factors.
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1.4.1 Internal Factors
The internal factors which determine a group's assimilation pattern include its racial
and cultural similarity with the host sociery, its degree of institutional completeness and its

demographic characteristics.

1.4.1.1 Cultura! and Raclal Similarity with the Host Soclety

As early as 1945, Warner and Srole (1945) developed an important proposition
concerning the effect of culture and race on assimilation in the United States. They argued
host society, the greater will be the strength of the immigrant group's “subsystem® which
indicates the institutions and informal social network of the ethnic group, and also the
longer will be the period over which the immigrant group assimilates (Warner and Srole,
1945:285-86). On the basis of language and religious similarities with the White English-
Speaking Protestants, Warner and Srole listed a set of culture types in order of their
potential to assimilate. They are:

1. English-Speaking Protestants

I1. Protestants who do not speak English

I11. English-Speaking Catholics and other non-protestants

IV. Catholics and other non-Protestants, most of whom speak allied Indo-

European languages

V. English Speaking non-Christians

VI. Non-Christians who do not speak English
According to this classification, the most recent immigrant groups in Canada, such as the
Chinese and South Asisns, are culturally very remote from the White Anglo-Sanon
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Ruce is often proposed as the most important variable determining the speed of
asimilation (Anderson and Frideres, 1981; Murguia, 1975). Murguia (1975:40) stated that
race itsell may block structural assimilation and, as a consequence, the whole assimilation
process even if the other variables are favorable. On the one hand, the White Anglo-Saxon
Protestant majority group does not want other racial groups to be assimilated as they believe
that people of other races are of inferior status (Driedger, 1989:295). On the other hand,
a1 & result of discrimination, the racial groups may avoid contacts with the host society and

maintain a stronger ethnic identity (Rodriguez, 1975).

14.0.2 Degree of Institutional Completeness

According to Raymond Breton (1964), the degree of institutional completeness may
bear on ethnic persistence and affect the assimilation process. He felt that a pure theory
of assimilation was of questionable value. Immigrants may be integrated or assimilated in
different directions depending to which community they are attracted. In other words,
immigrants may be integrated or assimilated into either the host society, their own
community or another immigrant community on the basis of the community into which they

have rebuilt their new network of personal affiliations.

Beeton was interested in the influence of institutional completeness on the direction
of the immigrants’ social integration. He said the degree of institutional completeness (the
members of that group would never have 10 make use of the institutions outside the
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community. If this is the case, ethnic identity will persist and structural assimilation will be
resisted. However, Breton admitted that in North America, few ethnic communities show
full institutional completeness. Nonetheless, he proposed that a group with a higher degree
of institutional completeness will have a greater capacity to attract immigrants of its own

kind within its own social orbit.

In measuring the degree of institutional completeness of an ethnic group, Breton
emphasized the importance of the diversity and the complexity of its institutions. He
posited that the diversity of institutions is more important than sheer numbers of one type
of institution. Among the different types of institutions, churches, welfare organizations and

newspapers are the most important.

1.4.1.3 Demograp

The demographic conditions include an ethnic group’s size, distribution and its age,
sex, occupational and educational structure. The variable size is very important in
determining whether an ethnic group will follow a path towards eventual assimilation.
Murguia (1975:39) argued that little structural assimilation will occur if an ethnic group's
numbers are large (relative to the majority) because there will be no need for the ethnic
group to seek primary relationships with the other groups. The function of a group’s size
can be intensified when the group is densely settled in a geographical area. On the one
hand, geographical proximity increases the opportunities for contacts. Ley (1983:184)
argued that physical distance has a profound influence on the formation of social
relationships . Licberson’s (1961) study showed that a group with a high degree of
residential segregation is less apt to speak English and is less apt to intermarry. However,
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the relationship between ethnic residential segregation and assimilation is a rather
complicated one. It will be discussed separately later (see page 17). On the other hand,
large population size and geographical proximity may help an ethnic group win political
power since these two factors may ensure some political representation. When an ethnic
group is politically powerful, ethnic revival is likely to follow (Murgufa, 1975).

Such demographic factors as age, sex, occupational and educational status, also serve
as intervening variables in the assimilation process. Hoyt and Babchuk's (1981) study
younger. Anderson and Frideres (1981) pointed out that female ethnic group members will
emphasize their ethnic identity more than males because they neither participate in the
workforce to the extent that males do nor do they have as many contacts with the outside
world. However, Anderson and Frideres (1981) also pointed out that this assumption needs
further study. Occupation and education indicates one’s socioeconomic status. Hurh et al's
(1978) study on the Korean assimilation pattern in the United States found that people with
a higher socioeconomic status are more assimilated in their everyday lives than those with
lower socioeconomic status. For example, people with a higher socioeconomic status are

more proficient with English, use English more frequently at home, eat western food more

often, and are more willing to discard Korean customs

The external factors affecting the assimilation process mainly relate to the social
t in the host society. If the host society tolerates ethnic diversity, then the
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minority will have a better chance of continuing with their previous lifestyles (Anderson and
Friederes, 1981:107). It is argued that ethnic identity will persist especially when the
national identity is relatively weak or confusing compared to sub-national or ethnic identities
(Anderson and Friederes, 1981:107).

According to the above arguments, Canada's social environment is very favorable

Canadians (Berry, 1977:1). The policy rests upon the assumption that "if an individual is
to be open in his ethnic attitudes and have respect for other groups, he must have
confidence in his own cultural foundations® (Berry, 1977:2). Although some people argued
that multiculturalism was merely a political response to the Quebecois separationalists
(Fleras & Elliott, 1992:66), and some others criticized it as a policy which tried to ignore
the intolcrance and assimilationist forces in Canadian history (Palmer, 1976), Berry ef als
(1977) national survey showed that most Canadians’ attitudes towards a policy of
multiculturalism were fairly positive. In this respect, Canada has a very favorable
environment fostering ethnic pluralism. A more recent analysis of public opinion towards
immigration using the results of more than sixty surveys, showed that Canadians’ degree of
tolerance toward immigration is reasonably high and slightly rising during the period of 1975
- 1990. However, the report also pointed out that in situations where the unemployn

rate is high or where the increase of visible minority immigrants is unusually rapid, the
degree of tolerance tends to decresse (Economic Council of Canada, 1991). Considering
the high unemployment rate in Canada in the past two years, we might expect & loss
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Intergroup relations as a factor which affect a group’s assimilation process mainly
relate to the mode of entry of the minority group. Murgufa (1975) put the mode of entry
of a minority group into two categories. One was voluntary and the other involuntary. He
posited that these two different types of entry were very important in determining the
assimilation path. If a group is conquered in the war, which means the mode of entry is
involuntary. then the bloodshed and enmity of the original conflict will remain in the
consciousness of both sides for a long time. Furthermore, the bitter enduring memories will
impede structural assimilation. This argument more or less illustrated the French Canadian
experience in Canada. They were conquered by the British, but refused to be assimilated.
On the contrary, because they are relatively large in size and spatially concentrated in
Quebec, they virtually have become a state within a state and politically are more and more
influential. Opposite to a movement towards assimilation, they try to maintain their ethnic

identity to the extent that some of them want to separate from Canada.

However. if a minority group’s mode of entry is voluntary, there will be no such

dominant groups and try to imitate some of their behavior so that they can achieve upward
social mobility. In fact, most of the minority groups in Canada have migrated voluntarily.
Thus, the factor of mode of entry may not apply to them. Nonetheless, the mode of entry
general framework of ethaic relations. At least, we can say, not all minority-majority contact
leads to the assimilation of the minority.



1.5 Residential Segregation: A Geographical Perspective on Assimilation

The above sections reviewed theories about assimilation and factors affecting the
assimilation process. In geography, research on assimilation usually focuses on ethnic
residential patterns. The ethnic group’s residential pattern is usually viewed as an indicator
of its degree of assimilation (Duncan and Lieberson, 1959). The ethnic groups which are
residentially more dispersed are said to be more assimilated than those which are
residentially more segregated. However, this argument seems to be 100 broad, in some way,
since assimilation includes so many dimensions. For example, suppose Group A is more
residentially dispersed than Group B. Is Group A more assimilated than Group B? If it
is, then in what areas? Is Group A only culturally more assimilated or both culturally and
structurally more assimilated? In order to answer these questions, onc has to understand
first why ethnic groups are either segregated or dispersed. Although various factors may
be responsible for the formation of ethnic residential segregation such as language
difficulties, discrimination by the host society and the desire to maintain one's own culture,
in general two models have been generated to describe the basic reasons accounting for
ethnic residential segregation. One is the social class model, the other is the ethnic model.

For many decades the influence of the Chicago School of urban ecology dominat
theory and research about ethnic residential patterns in urban areas. According to this
No matter what are the reasons, either recency of immigration or language problems, etheic
groups vary in social class (Duncan and Lieberson, 1959). Those groups at the bottom of
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romic scale are less competitive in the housing market and are *forced” to live

According to the social class model, upward social mobility is the ultimate goal for

every ethnic group and throughout time all ethnic groups will achieve upward socioeconomic
obility as assimilation takes place (Cressey, 1938; Duncan and Lieberson, 1959; Tacuber
and Taeuber, 1964). In this sense, ethnic residential segregation is only a temporary
phenomenon and eventually will disappear. In the social class model the degree of
residential segregation reflects a group’s socioeconomic status, while the group's
socioeconomic status reflects its degree of assimilation. It is logical to conclude from the
social class model that a group’s degree of residential segregation reflects its degree of

assimilation.

If the above hypotheses have not been developed for all ethnic groups, at least they
have been thought correct to explain segregation and desegregation of white ethnic groups.
Many researchers of the social class school have found that most white ethnic groups
experience residential dispersal as a result of assimilation although they suggest that the
Jacobeen, 1978; Guest and Weed, 1976; Uyeki, 1980). As this school perceives residential
residentially segregated has a higher status on the occupation ladder and has a higher
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The social class model hypothesized a unilinear pattern of assimilation and
residential dispersal for all the groups. However, the problem is whether an ethnic group
has to be assimilated in order to move upward in the socioeconomic status and has to
experience residential dispersal after it becomes more competitive in the housing market?
The Jews are believed to have very high socioeconomic status (Driedger, 1989), but they
have maintained a very strong ethnic identity and are not residentially dispersed. They may
be culturally assimilated but definitely not structurally assimilated. Moreover, there is
evidence to show that social class effects have not been adequately used to explain ethnic
residential segregation. This stems from the difficultics of defining the term "social class”
and putting it into operation (Bleda, 1978 and 1979; Darroch and Marston, 1971).

It has now been widely acknowledged that ethnicity plays an important snd
independent role on the formation and the continuance of ethnic residential segregation

by socioeconomic status of their members, social class alone is not sufficient, by itself, to
explain ethnic residential patterns (Gloant and Jacobsen, 1978). The ethnic model includes
both the involuntary factor such as discrimination, and the voluntary factor such as the
desire to maintain one’s own culture. The American Blacks’ high degree of residential
its the impact of discrimination (Tacuber and Tacuber, 1964). Both

Rose’s (1981) and Farley's (1970) study showed that an advance in socioeco
some American Blacks did not cause a decrease in residential segregation. On the contrary,
hand, members of the ethnic groups may choose to live voluntarily in close proximity so thet
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For example, after a survey of Chicago Jewish residential mobility, Jaret (1979) reported
that the suburbanized Jewish still seek spatial propinquity. One-third of the Jewish

time of the survey and about one-quarter reported living on blocks forty-one to seventy-five

Since ethnic identity is the key point to understanding voluntary ethnic residential
segregation, it is necessary to operationalize the term "ethnic identity” before going on.
ized attitude indicative of a

Dashefsky (1976:8) defined group identification as "a §
personal attachment to the group and a positive orientation toward being a member of the

when the group in question is one with whom the individual believes he has a common

ways people identify themselves with their ethnic group. These factors usually include
language use, religious practice, endogamy, parochial education, choice of ingroup friends,
use of ethnic media, participation in ethnic entertainment and voluntary organizations

(Driedger, 1989; 1976; Driedger and Peters, 1977).

Voluntary ethnic residential clustering is said to have some benefits for the
maimenance of ethnic idemtity. Driedger and Church (1974) reasoned that residential
segregation is a necessary condition for a high degree of institutional con
according to Breton (1964), is crucial to the maintenance of ethnic identity. They argued
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such as churches, schools and grocery stores. Driedger and Church (1974) examined the

residential distribution patterns of six Winnipeg ethnic groups between 1941 and 1961 and
found that the French and the Jews were the most highly segregated groups and had the
highest degree of institutional completeness although the two groups developed different
types of residential mobility. The French remained in the original area where their ethnic
institutions were established and concentrated. The Jews moved out of the original area of
concentration to the suburbs where new institutions and residential segregation were re-
established. In contrast to the French and the Jews, the Scandinavians had few institutions
and thus were the least segregated (Driedger and Church, 1974).

If Driedger and Church’s argument about the relationship between spatial proximity
and ethnic identity maintenance is correct, then it is logical to assume that those ethnic
groups which have been residentially dispersed can not maintain ethnic identity and thus will
be assimilated. However, there is some evidence to show that the survival of ethnic
communities may rely more on informal social networks rather than geographical proximity
(Agécs, 1981). As early as 1963, Webber put forward a concept of "community without
propinquity”. He stated that modern communication and transportation have made it
relatively easy for people to stay in touch with their kin and friends even after they have
become residentially dispersed (Webber, 1963). As an extension of Webber's concept,
people of the various ethnic groups can still use their ethnic language and media, go to local
stores for their own food and take part in the ethaic activitics after they have become
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In analyzing the residential patterns of ethnic groups, Agscs (1981) supported

of residences and institutions. He stated:

Some ethnic communities in contemporary urban areas may be based less
upon residential propinquity than on communication, interaction and shared
mwtmofmde!ydupengdmul networks. The same technological and
economic forces that have stimulated suburban development and urban

decentralization have permitted members of spatially dispersed ethnic
networks to maintain contact. The universal availability of the automobile

nnd!dqhonemthesuburhmtamedepeefreedpegplem
dependence upon spatial propinquity for the maintenance of social relations.

The statement implies that first, residential segregation is not a necessary condition
for a high degree of institutional completeness. This is contrary to Driedger and Church’s
in order to serve a residentially

research. Ethnic institutions can be distributed dispersed)
dispersed population. Second, there is no direct relationship between residential segregation
and assimilation. For Agocs, ethnic segregation not only includes spatial segregation but
also "socisl interaction segregation”. Emwhenlmumﬂenmﬂydqmwhﬂi

study of the residential distribution pﬂmﬂmmmmwm Matwijiw
indirect. He said that “weakened patterns of ethnic segregation have not resulted in the
inution of ethnic differences” (Matwijiw, 1979:47).

segregation as well as its relations|
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relationship between ethnic residential segregation and assimilation was very complicated.
On the one hand, upward social mobility makes residential dispersal available but does not
necessarily cause residential dispersal. On the other hand residential dispersal does not

necessarily cause a diminution of ethnic identity.

The above discussion focused on group differences in residential patterns, The next
question is what about the situation within an ethnic group? What factors cause residential
differentiation among people of the same ethnic origin? Who lives in the ethnic cluster?

who live in it?

Ley (1983:63) proposed that socioeconomic status, stages in the life-cycle and

socioeconomic status is the basic means by which to classify people into different resid
areas with different land values. This residential differentiation pattern is far more varied
due to factors such as life-cycle stages and ethnicity. Following this argument, it is
reasonable to assume that people who are better off are more likely to live in the better
in residences of poorer quality in the inner-city neighborhoods.

Stages in the life-cycle also play a very important role in people's residential
locational choices. People at different life stages have different environmental seeds.
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Families with children are more likely to live in single-family homes in the suburbs
(Michelson, 1976; Gist and Fava, 1974). The innermost residential zones are not regarded

of heavy traffic flows and the high incidence of street crime. Single-family homes are
believed the most suitable environment for raising children. Such houses, with their own
yards, allow mothers to supervise children’s play from kitchen windows (Michelson, 1976;

Gist and Fava, 1974).

Another stage in the life-cycle which raises special concern about housing and
environmental needs is when people reach old age. Michelson (1976) said that the elderly
segregated apartments have a greater ability to bring sociability into the lives of the elderly.

find greater satisfaction when living in age-segregated apartme

In addition, the elderly also want to live close to stores and bus stops to other centers
(Michelson, 1976). A study of the elderly in Vancouver indicated that three times more

libraries and the like (Hanowski er al, 1962). Thus, proximity to sources of life and activity
is very important to the elderly.

The third factor, ethnicity, is the most complicated one. According to the foregoing
discussion, people may choose to live in proximity in order to maintain their ethnic identity.
However, some studies suggest that even when peopie are residentially dispersed throughowt
the city they can still practise ethnic life-styles and maintain ethnic identity (Agics, 1981).
If this is the case, it is difficult 10 determine the effect of “ethnic identity" on people’s
residential locational choices. Why i is difficult to study ethaic residential patterss in
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relation to assimilation is that people’s residential locational choices are not only related
to ethnicity but also to factors such as stages in the life-cycle which are universally applicable
to any group. Empirical research has shown it is very hard to sort out the proportionate
impact of each factor-social class, ethnicity and stages in life-cycie-on ethnic people’s
residential locational choices. In fact, most of the time all the above three {actors may
function together in people’s decision making process. For example, an old Chinese man
who lives on a pension and who cannot speak English is very likely to live in Chinatown
where the same type of people are concentrated. In this case, the person’s socio-
demographic characteristics determines their social class, ethnicity and life<cycle stage all
have some effect on his decision of where to live.

Despite the difficulties in studies of factors accounting for residential differentiation

within an ethnic group, there is some valuable literature which has contributed 1o this area

Nann (1970) stated that when the urban renewal program for the Chinatown area called for
gradual clearance and redevelopment over a twenty year period, the Chinese families
resident in the Chinatown area exhibited three distinct relocation patterns. Some left
Chinatown, some moved into public housing offered by the urban renewal agency and some
others chose to remain in Chinatown, seeking out available private accommodation. He
found that social class, stages in the life-cycle and ethnicity all served to differentiate where
the Chinese people would move to during the urban renewal program. However Naan

varisbles which can significantly distinguish people from cither staying in Chinatown or
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provide a better understanding of why people live where they do but also provide a better
understanding of why people live the way they do. To a large extent, people’s life-styles
reflect their socio-economic-demographic characteristics. The eight variables are: total
number of persons living in the home, presence of children in the home aged 6 to 12,
presence of children in the home under 6 years of age which are related to people’s stages
in the life<cycle; age when the family head came to Canada, ability (0 speak, read and write
Chinese and years of English schooling all of which are related to people’s "assimilation

The three variables "age when family head came to Canada®, *ability to speak, read
and write Chinese® and “years of English schooling® arc referred as "assimilation status”
variables by the writer simply because they are so tightly related to one's degree and
potential to assimilate. It is not difficult to understand that language is the key to
assimilation. Before one can participate in a society, he/she must have a minimal
knowledge of its language. For this reason, ability in English is not only the indicator of the
first-step in assimilation but also determines to what extent an immigrant might be
amimilated in the future. By the same token, loss of ability in one’s ethnic language is also
aa indicator of assimilation. Age upon arrival is another variable closely related to one'’s
degree of amimilation. By common sease, the younger a person is when entering the

By aggregating his findings, Nann (1970:78-84) developed profiles of “typical® families
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for both the group who stayed in Chinatown and the group who left Chinatown. A “typical®
family who stayed in Chinatown and moved into public housing, was headed by a person
usually old, retired, with some education in the ethnic languages prior to emigrating but

schooling prior to emigrating and also had received some English schooling after arrival in
Canada. Usually people in this group have a good command of English. In the last part
of the study, Nann admitted that despite the above differences, a strong cthnic identity could
be found in both groups. This finding suggests that people’s residential pattern may not be

strongly associated with their ethnic identity.

In summary, although the residences of ethnic people are often related to their
assimilation status, the above discussion suggested that this relationship may be very
complicated and indirect rather than simple and direct. Within an ethnic group, where
people live may be caused by factors related to assimilation such as socioeconomic status
and ethnic identity. It may also be caused by the life<cycle stage factor, which is not closely
and directly related to assimilation. Thus an ethnic group's residential pattern and its
degree of assimilation and ethnic identity is very complicated.

1.7 Statement of Froblem
The present study attems to examine the relationship between ethnic residential
segregation and assimilation by establishing the extent to which ethnic residential dispersal



is associated with diminished ethnic identity. The study is motivated by the lack of case
studies of ethnic residential patterns with respect to assimilation and the maintenance of
ethnic identity. The discussion above has shown that in the previous studies there is a

common underlying assumption that the degree of ethnic residential segregation indicates

racial discrimination, prevents an ethnic group from assimilating. Voluntary segregation,
due to a willingness to maintain ethnic identity, shows an ethnic group’s refusal to assimilate.
It is argued that ethnic residential segregation is a necessary condition for a high degree of
institutional completeness which, in turn, is crucial to the maintenance of ethnic identity
dispersed, its ethnic identity will be weakened and the group will be more assimilated. As
a further extension, within an ethnic group, those who live dispersed throughout the city

must be less ethnically oriented, and thus be more assimilated, than those members of the

group who live segregated, involuntarily or voluntarily.

However, whether ethnic residential dispersal indicates a diminished ethnic identity
and whether people who live dispersed are less ethnically oriented than those who live

patterns and their relation with assimilation are often based on census data (Duncan and
Lieberson, 1959; Darroch and Marston, 1971; Guest and Weed, 1976; Golant and Jacobsen,
1978; Balakrishnan, 1976, 1982). Although the census has provided a convenient source of
data, it cannot reflect people’s “thinking”. For a better understanding of the relationship
association between the two but should also investigate the "meaning” und
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statistical association. In other words, we should examine people’s decision-making

processes involved in their residential locational choices and what their life-styles are like.

The purpose of this thesis is to use a case study to examine whether ethnic
residential dispersal is associated with a diminution of ethnic identity. The Chinese in
Edmonton will be the subject population. They were selected for two reasons. First, the
Chinese are one of the largest cthnic groups in Edmonton (Statistics Canada, 1991).

the author herself is Chinese and consequently very interested in how her own people adapt
to a new society. The population in the present study are the overseas-born Chinese.
According to the 1986 Census, on the national level, 74.1 per cent of the people of Chinese
ethnic origin are immigrants (foreign-born). It is assumed that the process towards
assimilation of the foreign-born Chinese would be very different from the Canadian-born
Chinese. The foreign-born and Canadian-born Chincse are not a homogeneous group and
therefore worthy of separate studies about their residential pattern and ethnic mainienance.
This study will focus on the foreign-born Chinese who are also the majority of the Chinese
with Chinese ethnic origin in Edmonton.

Most of the Chinesc in Edmonton live dispersed throughout all parts of the city
(City of Edmonton, 1978(a); Lai, 1988). However, a substantial number live clustered in the
Chapter 2). For the purpose of this study, the Chinese in Edmonton are divided into two
the two groups maintain the same degree of ethnic identity. If the argument that ethaic
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residential dispersal is associated with weakened ethnic identity is correct, the suburban
group is expected to be less ethnically oriented than the Chinatown group. In terms of
everyday living, a lesser degree of ethnic identity means the suburban group may not be as
strongly attached to Chinese cultural traits as the Chinatown group. The use of the
language, meals, entertainment, friends and social affiliations will be examined to determine

the differences between the two groups.

Before examining the two groups’ maintenance of ethnic identity, one has to
understand first why people of the two groups live where they do and to establish the socio-
demographic characteristics of the two groups. Each may account for their different
residential locational choices and different degrees of ethnic maintenance. This will be the
first objective of our study. In order to achieve the first objective, two steps will be
followed:

(1)  Establish the difference between the two groups in how they perceive the relative

importance of some residential locational factors. The factors examine
socioeconomic factor “financial ability to pay rent/mortgage"; the ethnic factor
“closeness to friends/relatives” and the life-cycle stage factors "dwelling space”,
*general access to the other parts of the city”, "closeness to workplace®, "coseness to

By this first step, it will be shown whether the life-cycle stage is the major factor influencing
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argument that “residential dispersal indicates assimilation” is of questionable value. Since
Chinese residential dispersal is "forced” by stages in the life-cycle it does not indicate that

the Chinese necessarily want to cut their ties with other Chinese.

(2) Examine the two groups’ socio-demographic characteristics which may account for
their different residential locational choices. The variables examined include *age”
and "marital status” which are related to people’s life-cycle stage, "educational level”,
"employment status® and “income" which are related to people’s socioeconomic
status; and "age when arrived in Canada®, “length of stay in Canada” and "proficiency

in Chinese and English" which are related to people’s assimilation status.

The above socio-demographic variables used in the present research are based on Nann's
(1970) study. However, the two set of variables are not completely the same due to their
different purposes. The present study focuses on investigating whether the Chinatown group
and the suburban group maintain the same degree of ethnic identity. Therefore, more
variables which may provide a better understanding of assimilation and ethnic maintenance
are added. This include "length of residence in Canada®, "ability in English® and “Chinese
schooling” (in addition to Nann's variables of ability in Chinese and English schooling). Due
to a serious concern about the length of the questionnaire, such variables relating to stages
in the life-cycle, “presence of children in home aged 6 to 12 and “presence of children in
home under 6 years of age®, were not included in the questionnaire. Instead, we only asked
about marriage status. Through this step, socio-demographic profiles will be provided for
a better understanding of people’s residential locational choices and why or why not the two
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The second, and the major objective, of the study is to examine if the Chinatown

group and the suburban group differ significantly in their degree of maintenance of ethnic

identity. The areas examined are:

(1

)

3

C))

Maintenance of cultural aspects. The variables tested include language used at
home, dietary preferences, Chinese festivals celebrated, Chinese games played,
frequency of reading Chinese newspapers, frequency of reading Chinese
books/magazines, frequency of listening to Chinese radio, frequency of watching
Chinese TV and frequency of borrowing/renting/purchasing Chinese videos.

Connection with homeland. The variables tested include whether or not there are
relatives in the homeland, frequency of contacts with relatives and frequency of
visiting homeland.

Ethnic maintenance on the secondary level. The variables tested include the number
of the respondents who are self-employed, the number of the respondents who have
Chinese employers and the number of the respondents whose customers are

Chinese.

Ethnic maintenance in social networks and primary interactions. The varisbles
tested include participstion in Chinese organizations, ethnic origin of the
respondent’s best friends and attitude toward Canadians.
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The statistical technique used here is Chi-square (x2). If there is no statistically
significant difference between the two groups in a particular variable, then the two groups
maintain the same degree of ethnic identity. If a statistically significant difference is
revealed in a particular variable, for example, in membership of Chinese organizations, the
step followed will be to examine which group is more involved in the Chinese community
and thus maintains a stronger ethnic identity and is less assimilated. Through these
analyses, we try to establish whether ethnic residential dispersal is associated with

assimilation and diminished ethnic identity.

1.8 Organization of the Thesis

The thesis consists of six chapters. Chapter 1 reviewed the background literature
and outlined the objectives of the study. The literature 1 cview mainly focused on two topics:
the assimilation theories and the relationship between ethnic residential segregation and
dispersal and the assimilation process. Chapter 2 offers background knowledge of the
subject population-the Chinese in Edmonton. The Chinese immigration history and recent
Chinese immigration to Canada will be examined. Also discussed in this chapter are the
evolution of the Chinese community and its institutions, Chinese socio-demographic
characteristics and the spatial distribution of the Chinese in Edmonton. Chapter 3
introduces the survey design and implementation and describes the questionnaire. Chapters
4 and S are the data analysis which comprise the major part of the thesis. Chapter 4 has
two concerns. It examines how the two groups perceive the relative importance of seven
residential locational factors which relate to the stages in the life-cycle, socioeconomic statws
and ethaic identity. It also examines the two groups’ socio-demographic cheracteristics
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which provide a context for a better understanding of people’s residential locational choices
and why or why not the two groups maintain different degrees of ethnic identity. Chapter
3 compares the group differences in the maintenance of ethnic identity in the following four
areas: ethnic maintenance in cultural aspects; connection with homeland: ethnic
maintenance on secondary level and ethnic maintenance in primary interactions. Chapter
6 which is the conclusion of the thesis, summarizes the research findings, points out the
limitations of the study and provides suggestions for future research.
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Chapter 2. The Chinese in Edmonton

This thesis is a case study of the Chinese living in Edmonton. Before examining
their ethnic maintenance a description of what the Chinese in Edmonton are like will be
provided. The purpose is to offer some background information about the study population.
The following areas will be discussed in this chapter: the history of Chinese immigration to
Canada; recent Chinese immigration to Canada; the Chinese community and institutions
in Edmonton; Edmontonian’s and the Chinese demographic and socioeconomic

characteristics and the Chinese residential distribution in Edmonton.

2.1 The History of Chinese Immigration to Canada

The Chinese form one of the major minority groups in both Canada and Edmonton.
According to the 1991 census, Chinese people (Chinese ethnic origin) are the fourth largest
minority in Canada after the French, Germans and ltalians. They are also the fourth largest
minority group in Edmonton after the French, Germans and Ukrainians. Not only large in
size, the Chinese also have a long immigration history to Canada. According to the changes
in the immigration law, Chinese immigration to Canada can be divided into several periods
(Baureiss, 1987:18). They are: (1) Free Entrance Period (1850s-1884); (2) Head Tax Period
(1885-1922); (3) Prohibition Period (1923-1946); (4) Relaxation Period (1947-1966); ()
Point System Period (1967-present).

The earliest Chinese immigrants came to Canada in 1858 (Li, 1968:11). In that yesr,
a few hundred Chinese came from California to join in the Fraser River gold rush. There
m _ ,,I,lu _ , “ _ ,,n,, _ a’i _ II N~ m ll,7 ' ,I7 . -
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to British Columbia directly from Hong Kong. By 1880 the number of Chinese was around

Canada under the “contract labour” system (Chan, 1983:43-45). These people worked on
constructing the Canadian Pacific Railway in British Columbia (Baureiss, 1987:18). Many

of them stayed after the CPR was completed.

The increase in the number of Chinese caused panic. Due to the ideology of white
superiority, the Chinese were seen as culturally and racially remote, uncivilized, unable to
be assimilated and in a word a “yellow peril" (Paimer, 1965:32). On the other hand, their
cheap wages made white workers feel threatened and this caused even stronger hostility

Between 1895 and 1923, a series of restrictive laws were passed demanding a head tax from
Chinese immigrants (Baureiss, 1987:18; Lai, 1971:121). This tax increased from $50 per
head in 1885 to $100 in 1900 and reached $500 in 1904. However, this did not stem the flow
of immigrants. During the period 1904 to 1923, 40,000 Chinese arrived in Canada (Ma,

1979:37).

The restrictions on Chinese immigration reached its climax in 1923 when the
Chinese Immigration Act (which was also known as the Exclusion Act) was passed. Under
this exclusion act, all Chinese except diplomats, merchants and students were prohibited
country (Ma, 1979:39). The Exclusion Act was effective between 1923 to 1947. During this
period only about forty Chinese were allowed to enter Canada (Ma, 1979:39).
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The Chinese Immigration Act of 1923 was repealed in 1947 (Baureiss, 1987:19).

relatives of a Canadian resident (Lai, 1971:122). In 1962 racial and national preferences
were at least officially abolished. The Chinese could enter Canada as independent

immigrants for the first time (Baureiss, 1987:19).

The Immigration Act of 1967 marked a fundamental change in Canadian
immigration law. It explicitly stated that there would be no discrimination on grounds of
race, colour or religion (Richmond, 1967:19). Immigration was linked to the labour market
for the first time. The universal point system was used as the selection criteria and it
emphasised the economic and educational backgrounds of the immigrants (Baureiss,
1987:19).

The dramatic change in the Canadian Immigration Act of 1967 had two significant

regardless of race and ethnic origin were to be treated equally officislly. Therefore the
hostile social environment to the Chinese began to be relaxed and the Chinese no longer

Canada after 1967 were very different from those before 1967 and especially those before
1923 in terms of origin, wealth, education, occupation, aspirations and motives (Lai,
predominantly peasants from the southern coastal province of Guangdong in Chine
(Wickberg, 1962:7). Under population and land pressures they left China and came to



39
Canada to make a living. Unable to speak English and without any idea of urban culture
and western society, they were as complete strangers (Lai, 1988:106). Their social lives were
mainly confined to interactions with their fellow countrymen. They projected an image of

they had saved enough money for their families.

In contrast, post-1967 Chinese immigrants came from many places throughout the
Caribbean countries (Wickberg, 1982:246). Many of them were independent immigrants and
English. They came to Canada to Jook for a better future for both themselves and their

were admitted according to educational backgrour

children (Lai, 1988:106). Unlike their pioneers, most of the post-1967 Chinese immigrants

Hong Kong 's return to Communist China in 1997 they might lose their freedom (Lai,
1988:107). Chinese living in Southeast Asia were discriminated against by the local people.

in the economies of the Southeast Asian countries (Wickberg, 1982:250). Al these
situations forced Chinese people in Hong Kong and Southeast Asia to emigrate and Canada

inflows of Indo-Chinese Refugoes. These "bost people” were of different nationalities, but



40
regional conflict (Rpgers, 1980:53). Until the mid-1980s, such Indo-Chinese "boat people®
constituted the largest single group of immigrants admitted into Canada under the massive
humanitarian refugee programs. These people are generally poor, with only a little
knowledge of English, a disrupted education and few skills (Johnson, 1992:162). The second
significant Chinese immigration wave was, and continues 10 be, the influx of immigrants
from Hong Kong. Because of the settlement between the British and Chinese government
over the future of Hong Kong and the claim of Chinese sovereignty over the territory in
1997, large numbers of Hong Kong immigrants have moved to Canada.

Today, the Chinese immigrants in Canada are no longer a homogeneous group like
their predecessors before the Second World War. Rather they form several subgroups in
terms of their origin, wealth and educational levels. They include affluent Hong Kong
immigrants and the poor Vietnamese Chinese refugees. In addition to the first generation
Chinese immigrants, the Canadian born Chinese have become a very important part of the
Chinese community. It can be predicted that in the future they will be more involved in the
economic, political and social life of Canadian society than was the case of their parents
which, in wrn, will benefit the whole Chinese community. The second generation Chinese
also will have a great impact on their parents’ assimilation. By speaking English at home,
talking about school life and sports to their parents, they will function as a bridge which
links their parents and the Canadian society. As a result, the assimilation of their parents
is likely to be accelerated.
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3.2 Recest Chinese Immigration to Canada
There has been a large inflow of Chinese immigrants since the mid-1980s.
Traditionally Hong Kong, China and Taiwan are the top three major sources of Chinese
immigrants (Lai, 1988:106). Table 2.1 provides information on the number of Chinese
immigrants from these three countries since 1985', It shows that Hong Kong immigrants

three countries out of total number of immigrants to Canada is 15.5 per cent, with the
highest, 19.1 per cent, in 1990. Nearly one out of every five immigrants to Canada is now
of Chinese origin. In this sense, the Chinese have formed one of the largest immigrant

1987 t0 1991 (Employment and Immigration Canada, 1985-1991). China ranked tenth in

1989, eighth in 1990 and third in 1991.

'Alulﬂhhc‘i-ma-:inﬂﬁnﬁe*dmh mmigres)
aetinsics. lastond they list the country of their last pormanent residence. hm-‘h-yni—uq
Kong” movely indicate that the immigrant wes & pormenent revidont of Heng Keng befare he/the migrased
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Table 2.1 Number of Immigrants from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan by Country of Last
Permanent Residence and Year of Landing: 1985-1991
Year China Hong Kong Tihrin Total 7 75 of totl
1160
_ _ _ Canada
1988 1,883 7380 536 9,79% 118
1986 1,902 5893 95 8,490 V)
1987 2,625 16,10 1,469 20,264 133
1968 178 2281 2,187 28 246 174
1989 4430 19,908 3,188 27,736 144
1990 1989 29.261 14681 40931 9.1
1991 13915 2,340 4488 40,743 1727
Total 3552 124233 16,442 __1:7 18.5
% of total Chinese 202 0.5 93
immigrants from these
three countries B

Seurce: Employment and Immigration Canada, Imumigration Siatistics, 1985-1991,

Chinese immigrants from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan are not only different in

number, they are also different in terms of class composition. Table 2.2 shows that “family”,

*Other independent”, "family” and “entrepreneurs” topped the major three classes for Hong
Kong, while “entreprencur”, "investor” and “other independent*? topped the major three
classes for Taiwan. According to Immigration Canada's definition of class, "entrepreneur”,
“self-employed” and "investor” belong to the business immigration category so that 63.8 per
cent of the Taiwan immigrants are "business immigrants®. This percentage is 25.2 per cent

2 1n the JmmisTation SIatislics peblished by the Employment and lemegration Canada. the “other indepradent” category
includes “aslerted workers®, *retirnes” and “rafugess wader the spaciel doigned program”. The “refugee” categeey in e
Jmmismtion Sististics only refers 10 the “conventions! refugees”.
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for Hong Kong and only 0.4 per cent for China. This information shows that the immigrants

from Taiwan are the richest among the Chinese immigrants.

Table 22 Percentage of Immigrants from China, Hong Kong and Talwan to Canada by
Class: 1985-1991.

China Hong Kong Taiwan Tots Chinese  Composition
immigrants total

Family 485 23 132 26.7 kLY ]
Refugee 0 02 00 08 189

Ausisicd 91 63 28 65 9.7
Relative

Entreprencur 04 192 387 170 58
Self-employed 00 o8 11 0.7 13
Investor 00 52 270 62 1.1

Total number of 15522 124233 16,442 176,197 118,280
immigrants
Source: Employmeni a

In addition to the above differences, the class composition for China is much more
concentrated than that for Hong Kong and Taiwan. The “family” and “other independent”
classes together account for 87.1 per cent of the total immigrants from China. The class
compositions of Hong Kong and Taiwan is more similar than those of Hong Kong and
China or Taiwan and China. This situation indicates that the Chinese immigrants from

Hong Kong and Taiwan have more similar backgrounds than those from China.

immigrants from China, Hong Kong and Taiwan and that of the total immi
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The Chinese immigrants are well under-represented in the "refugee® category. They are also
under-represented in “family”, “assisted relative” and "self-employed” class. The Chinese
immigrants are over-represented in “"entrepreneur”, "investor" and "other indepen L
classes. The Immigration Statistics (Employment and Immigration Canada, 1988) shows that
independent immigrants are usually better educated than the immigrants of “family” and
“refugee” classes. Therefore, generally speaking, the Chinese immigrants are a better

educated group than the total immigrants.

Perhaps the most significant feature of recent Chinese immigration is the proportion
of Chinese business immigrants, most of whom originate from Hong Kong and Taiwan,
Between 1985 and 1991, the business immigrants from Hong Kong and Taiwan made up
44.9 per cent of the total business immigrants to Canada. Among the business immigrants,
Hong Kong and Taiwan'’s entrepreneurs contained 45.1 per cent of the total entreprencurs
to Canada and th= investors from these two areas contained 87.3 per cent of the total
investors arriving in Canada. In fact, ever since 1986 when the “investor® category was
created, Hong Kong has been the leading source of investors. Taiwan followed Hong Kong
as the second major source of investors. Although the absolute number of Chinese
immigrants in the “investor” category is small compared to other categories such as “family”
class and "other independent” class, the money they brought has greatly shaped the image
of Chinese immigrants. The significance of the amount of money is far beyond that of the
absolute number of people.
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The Chinese in Edmonton have developed a high degree of institutional
completeness. These institutions cover a number of areas of their economic and social lives,
Like other cities in Canada, the Chinese community as a whole has experienced growth,
decline and revival. The earliest Chinese immigrants settling in Edmonton is believed to
be 1892 (Lai, 1988:92). By 1911 the Chinese population had grown to 130 and this number
increased to 500 in 1921 (Lai, 1988:92). After 1923 the Chinese population began to
decline. By 1941 there were only 384 Chinese in Edmonton. After the change in the
Chinese of single Chinese ethnic origin® in Edmonton (Statistics Canada, 1986) and this
number had increased to 32,960 in 1991 (Statistics Canada, 1991). During the process of
community development, some old institutions declined while some new ones boomed. The
evolution of Chinese institutions reflects both the changes in composition of the Chinese
immigrants themselves and the changed attitudes towards the Chinese by the host society.

The development of Edmonton’s Chinese community can be divided into two by the
Second World War. Before the Second World War the Chinese community were confined

‘e enly ens sthmic erigin. For axample, in 1991, 32960 persons in Edmonton gove Chiness a5 their enly sthaic
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The major institutions in Edmonton at that time included a community association-

the Chinese Benevolent Association (which was established in 1932), some political

associations, such as Chikongtong and the Chinese Nationalist League (both of which were

established in the 1920s); some clan and locality associations, such as the Mah association,

Gee Association, Wong Society and Lee Association, and some churches, such as the
Chinese United Church (Wickberg, 1982:224).

The Chinese Benevolent Association was the first formal community-wide Chinese
association in Canada (Wickberg, 1982:39). It was a type of umbrella organization (Lai,
1988:7). Edmonton’s CBA was one of its branches. It played a governing role in the
Chinese community. The major functions of this organization included settling internal
conflicts within the Chinese community, dealing with discrimination from the host society
(Lai, 1988:7) and providing financial aid to the poor (Wickberg, 1982:39). However, the
power of Edmonton’s Chinese Benevolent Association was never as important as the
branches in Vancouver, Toronto and Calgary (Wickberg, 1982). The clan and localicy
associations also had welfare functions. In addition, they were responsible for providiag
recreational facilities and lodging places for their members who were mainly “single” male
(Wickberg, 1982:78). Like Edmonton’s Chinese Benevolent Association, both of the two
political associations were also branches of their Canadian wide organizations. However,
the focus of these two Chinese political organizations was not on the Canadian scene,
Rather it was towards politics in China.

After the Second World War and especislly after 1967, the social eaviroament
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discriminated against. New types of immigrants came to Canada. The host society even
began to take pride in its ethnic diversity and began to recognize the contributions, as well
as the suffering, of the Chinese in Canada. Under this situation both Chinatown and the
Chinese institutions underwent substantial changes. The Chinese community was no longer
confined to Chinatown. Both the residences and new Chinese institutions became dispersed
throughout the city. On the other hand, Chinatown itself experienced a depopulation and
decay. By the end of the 1950s most remaining residents of Chinatown were elderly single
males who were a remnant of the old "bachelor society” (Lai, 1988: 123).

Accompanying depopulation in Chinatown was a decline in the old type of
institutions. All of the above institutions reflected the social needs of an isolated "bachelor”

Even though Edmonton's Chinatown experienced depopulation and physical
deterioration in the fifties and the sixties, when its vitality and community interest was
those threats. For example, in 1968 the Federal Government was planning to consolidate
its offices in the area which would result in the elimination of some Chinese stores and
and Municipal governments to keep Chinatown alive within any urban renewal program
(Lai, 1988:139).
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Today, Edmonton’s Chinatown includes two major sections. One is in the area along
97th Street and between 105A and 107 Avenue, where Chinese businesses. including

restaurants, grocery stores. bakeries, bookstores, hair salons and trading companies are

Center as well as some Chinese grocery stores and restaurants. There is a Chinagate at the
intersection of 97th Street and 102nd Avenue which is the focal point of Chinatown (See

Figure 2.1).

The vitality of Chinatown is an index of the vitality of the Chinese community.
Chinatown may be considered as a symbol of the Chinese. It serves as an expression of
Chinese culture in the overall multicultural context and bears witness to the Chinese

contribution to the Canadian society.
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As mentioned above the post-war Chinese community extends far beyond the area
of these institutions are Chinese businesses (See Table 2.3). These businesses create job
opportunities for Chinese immigrants and provide all sorts of services which are needed by
the Chinese such as Chinese grocery stores and restaurants. However, many of the services,
such as the moving companies and the real estate agencies, are not intended to serve the

Chinese cuisine is a very important part of the Chinese culture. Chinese restaurants
are the major places where Chinese people socialize informally. During holidays, families,
relatives and friends gather together in the Chinese restaurants. The function of Chinese
restaurants for Chinese, and to some extent the Canadians who eat there, is more like bars
for westerners. A lot of Chinese restaurants have installed Karaoke equipments. Karaoke
is one of the most popular entertainment styles in Hong Kong, Taiwan and China. During
the evening usually from 9pm to 1am (3am on weekends), people can choose their favourite

songs and sing in front of the audience, with a screen to prompt the towards and a sound

for Chinese cuisine and Karaoke. They have easy access to what they want throughout the
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Table 2.3 Types of Chinese Business Institutions in Edmonton

Food and Grocery Bakery

Fashion Stores
Other Retail Stores and Flower Shops
Companies Funeral Parlour
Jewelry

: Photo Studio and Services
Business Types Beauty Salon

Video Shop
Accounting
Financial, Banking and Bank

Investment Insurance Company
Investment

Real Estate

Acq:unaure lnd
Moxibustion

Medical Services Dentist
Optician

'Chinese Materia Medica

Other Services: AntoDalernnd Service Advenhiu,
computing, Construction, Day Care Center, Driving School,
Lawyer, Moving Company, Manufacturing, Signs, Travel
Agency, Theatres

There are two major grocery stores outside Chinatown which mainly sell Chinecee
groceries. One is on South Calgary Trail, the other is near Millwoods. These two grocery
stores are very conveniently located for Chinese people living in the southern area. In
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addition to these two Chinese grocery stores, there are around forty (Chinese Telephone
Directory, 1993) small grocery stores dispersed all over the city which are owned by Chinese.
These grocery stores do not cater solely for the Chinese. However, some of them have

several Chinese items in the stores.

The social role of Chinese churches as a religious institution is not as important as
that of Chinese restaurants. However, it is still an important part in the lives of Chinese.
There are fourteen Chinese Christian churches in Edmonton. The services are either in
Cantonese, Mandarin or English, with some churches in two of these languages, and some
in all of them. Five of the churches are located in Chinatown. The other nine are dispersed
throughout the city. More important, all denominations are represented in the suburbs,
The dispersion of Chinese churches also makes it easier for the dispersed Chinese people

to socialize with each other.

effects on the immigrant’s interpersonal network. The ethnic communities which provide
ethnic publications have proportionally more individuals with a majority of their
that all ethnic media will play an important role. In Edmonton there are three Chinese
Edmonton Chinese Times. The major function of all the three newspapers is to provide
advertisements
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Fig. 2.2 Distribution of Chinese restaurants, ] .
grocery stores and churches in Edmonton ! \
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for Chinese businesses and non-business institutions. They also include news from Hong
Kong, China, Taiwan and Canada as well as world news. The three newspapers are
published once a week and are free of charge. They are put into many Chinese restaurants.
In addition to newspapers there arc four radio stations. Two of them broadcast in
Cantonese and the other two broadcasts in Mandarin. These radio stations mainly

broadcast news and popular Chinese songs.

In summary, the Chinese community and its institutions have gone through a series

of changes with the changes in the Canadian immigration regulations. Before 1947, the

welfare, clan and locality associations which served the needs of the “Bachelor Society”.
After 1947, especially after 1967, the influx of educated new types of Chinese immigrants
and an atmosphere of growing tolerance towards immigrants generally, greatly shaped the
Chinese community. The Chinese are now living scattered throughout the suburbs. New
types of businesses and institutions emerged to provide services for the new and growing
Chinese community. These institutions and businesses are no longer confined to Chinatown.
Rather, they are dispersed to serve the dispersed population and in turn, this enhances

group solidarity.

24 Demographic and Socicecenomic Characteristics

The sacio-demographic features of the immigrant groups have been predetermined
to a large extent by the criteria used in the selection process. On the other hand, these
characteristics will also affect where they are going to live and how they are going to be
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integrated into this society. In this section the age, sex, marital status, census family
characteristics, educational status, occupation and income of the Chinese in Edmonton will
be discussed. The statistics on which the discussion is based are from 1986 census
publications for Edmonton and the Public Use Sample Tape (Individual Files) for Chinese.
Here the Chinese refers to people with a single Chinese ethnic origin. As discussed earlier
in Section 2.1 and 2.2, people of Chinese origin are not a homogeneous group in terms of
their origin, weaith and educational levels. Each subgroup's (such as Chinese from Hong
Kong. Chinese from China and Chinese from Vietnam) own socio-demographic
characteristics will have either a positive or a negative impact on their assimilation process.
However. no apecific socio-demographic statistics are available for each subgroup in
Edmonton. In this section, the statistics are for all Chinese. They do not indicate the
situstion for a pearticular Chiness sub-group.

24.1. Age Distridution

The age distribution of the Chinese in Edmonton and of the whole city population
is preseated in Table 24. In general, the age distribution of the Chinese paraliels that of
24 years and 15-44 years. They are uader-represented in age groups 10-14 years, 15-19
groups 10-14 years and 15-19 years indicates that the Chinese have a smaller proportion of
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of young children, than the city’s corresponding groups. According to Rossi (1980:124),

young households are residentially more mobile. Thus, the data in Table 2.4 may imply that
the Chinese in Edmonton have potentially a higher degree of residential mobility than

Edmontonians.

Table 2.4 Age Distribution of Edmonton’s Population and the Chinese Sample: 1986

Age Group (years) Edmonton (%) Chinese (%)
0-4 8.5 9.5
5-9 74 74
10-14 7.0 63
15-19 7.6 53
20-24 10.1 11.6
25-34 210 230
35-44 143 15.3
45-34 94 74
55-64 74 6.3
65-74 4.5 5.3
7S years and older 28 2.2
Total 100.0 100.0
(N =785,465) (N=430)

Seurce: For Edmonton, Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada, Cataloguc 95-107, Table 1.
For Chinese, Compiled from 1986 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tape, Individual File.
The Individual File for 1986 census is a 2% probebility sample of the total population.

242 Sex
Before the Second World War the Chinese in Canada were predominantly male (Li,
1980). Although most Chinese males were married before they came to Canada, very few
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restriction law (Li, 1980). The Chinese community became known as the "Bachelor Society”.

Post-war changes in Canadian immigration laws enabled the Chinese to sponsor their

wives and children. In addition, post-war Chinese immigrants could come to Canada with

sex ratio of the Chinese in Edmonton was 110 males per 100 females (Statistics Canada,
Public Use Sample Tape, 1986). Unfortunately, crosstabulation data of the sex ratio by age

are not available for the Chinese in Edmonton.

243 Marital Status
The Chinese and the city population have a similar representation in the “widowed”

over-representation of Chinese in the "single” category and their under-representation in the
“married” category is not consistent with the two groups’ age composition. The Chinese
have a similar representation (40.1 per cent) in the age group 0-24 years as the city
population (40.6 per cent). It is expected that the two groups should have a similar

is 6 percentage points lower in the "single” category than the Chinese. No crosstsbulation
data of marital status by age group is available for either Edmoaton or the Chinese so that
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the city may have a larger proportion of persons who are married or become common law

couples® in their early twenties than the Chinese.

Table 2.5 Marital Status of Edmonton’s Population and the Chinese Sample: 1986

Edmonton Chinese )
Single _ “s 50.5
Married (including separated) 48.3 440
divorced 36 0.7
widowed 36 o 49

Total 100.0 100.0
(N =785465) (N=430)

Source: For Edmonton, Statistics Canada, /986 Census of Canada, Catalogue 95-107, Table ).
For Chinese, Compiled from 1986 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tape, Individusl File.

244 Census Family Characteristics

Census family refers to a hushand and a wife (with children who have never married
regardless of age or without children), or a lone parent of any marital status, with one or
more children who have never married, regardless of age, living in the same dwelling
(Statistics Canada, 1986, 93-106). Table 2.6 provides information on the census family size
of the Chinese and Edmonton. The Chinese tend to have a bigger family size than the city.
Four-person and five or more person family comprise 31.6 per cent and 32.2 per cent of the
Chinese respectively while it is only 25.2 per cent and 12.8 per cent respectively for the city.
The over-representation of the Chinese in the category “S or more persons” indicate that




59
divorce rate of the Chinese). Two-person families comprise only 12.8 per cent of the
Chinese while for the city it is nearly 40 per cent. The two groups have a similar

representation in three-person families.

Table 2.6 Census Family Size of Edmonton’s Population and the Chinese Sample: 1986

_Chinese (percem)

~ Census Family Size
2 persnn; o 389 12.8
3 persons 23.1 234
4 persons 25.2 31.6
S or more persons 128 322

Edmonton (per cent)

Total 100.0 100.0
(N=205408) __(N=367)

Sewrce: For Edmonton, Statistics Canada, /988 Census of Canada, Catalogue 95-107, Table 1.
For Chineac, Compiled from 1986 Cenasus of Canada, Public Use Samiple Tape, Individual File.

To some degree family size reflects housing needs. However, a more accurate
variable would be number of children at home. Unfortunately the Individual File of the
information available is whether or not children are present at home. This information
cannot be incorporated into Table 2.7 since the tape does not provide the number of
children present at home. The data compiled from the Public Use Sample Tape shows that
30.9 per cent of the Chinese census families do not have children at home. For the city,
census families with no children at home is 31.6 per cent. This result indicates that
compared to the city’s population, the Chinese have a larger proportion of families which



60
It should be noted that census family size is not equal to household size. Household
size is usually larger than the census family size because a houschold may include relatives

and friends who are not members of that census family. In the case of the Chinese, i is

families with their brothers’ or sisters’ families already in Canada.

24.5 Age at Immigration

The majority of the Chinese population in Canada is first generation immigrants.
According to Li (1980), the long existence of the "Bachelor Society” inhibited the growth of
a second generation of Chinese. Although the post-war immigration pattern brought the
Canadian-born Chinese to 31 per cent in 1951 and 40 per cent in 1961, most Chiness are
still foreign born (Li, 1980). According to the 1986 census (Statistics Canada, 93-154: 2-28),
among the 360,313 people of Chinese ethnic origin, 74.1 per cent are immigrants. Age at
immigration will affect the immigrant’s integration with the host society. The younger an
immigrant is at arrival, the easier ..¢/she will be integrated into the host society. Table 2.7
shows that the majority of Chinese (78.2 per cent) arrived in Canada afier they were fifteen
years old. This means that most of the Chinese immigrants received their high school
in Canada, their roots are in their original culture. As a matter of fact, a university degree
Canadian society. The many years of non-Canadian education will have a negative impact
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Over 18 per cent of the Chinese immigrants arrived in Canada aged 45 years and

over. People in this group are unlikely to be integrated into this society since most of their
lives have been spent out of Canada. Their experience and their viewpoints are generally
different from Canadians. In contrast to this group, pre-school and lower-grade elementary
school children make up only 13.3 per cent of the total Chinese immigrants. These are the
ones who are likely to become assimilated. However, they occupy only a small proportion
of the first generation Chinese immigrants which suggests that the majority of Chinese may

maintain their original life-styles.

Table 2.7 Age ot Immigration of the Chinese in Edmonton: 1986

Percentage (per cent)

Age Group (years)
0-4 34
s-9 79
10-14 83
15-19 16.4
20-24 18.6
25-29 120
30-4 8.3
35-44 44
45-64 15.5
65 years and over 28

Total S 100.0
(N=430)

Reuree: For Edmonton, Sististics Canada, /986 Connes of Canade, Catalogee 95-107, Tabis 1.
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Table 2.8 presents the highest level of schooling of the population 1S years and over
for Edmonton and the Chinese. The Chinese have a much larger proportion in both the

to the city, the Chinese have a larger proportion of people who received only primary
education and a larger proportion who completed their university education. The larger
proportion (29.2 per cent) of the city in the category "Grades 9-13" does not mean that the
city has & larger proportion who "only” received some high school education than the
Chinese, since the city has a larger proportion in the age category "15-19 years”. Rather it
means that the city has a larger proportion who are receiving high school education.
Certain numbers of these people will continue their post-secondary education after they
graduate high school.

Table 2.8 Highest Level of Schasling of Edment
1906 _

sn's Pepuistion and the Chinese Sample:

___Edmonton (per cent)  Chinese (per cent)

Less than Grade 9 9.7 230
Grades 9-13 29.2 203
Highschool diploma 1 103
Trades certificate or diploma 26 12
Non-university education without 73 6.4
certificate

Non-university education with 180 109

University without degree 102 7.0
University with degree o ny 209

Total 100.0 1000
(N=396,355) (N=330)

For Chinsse, Compiied from 1986 Consus of Canads, Pubiic Use Swmple Tape, Individust Pie.
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2.4.7 Occupation

Before the Second World War most Chinese in Canada worked as labourers. In
Edmonton, for example, the Chinese were cither laundryman or small restauranters and
grocery store owners (Wickberg, 1982:92). Afier the Immigration Law was changed in 1967
Chinese immigrants were no longer confined to the lower skilled jobs in the labour market

(See Table 2.9)

Managerial, :dl;iinistmh'e and related 109 7.2
Teaching and related 43 24
Medicine and health 53 8.0
Technological and related 83 124
Clerical and related 200 17.7
Sales 10.2 36
Service 133 26.9
Primary occupations 34 04
Processing 1.9 20
Machining and related 74 120
Construction and trades 6.7 20
Transport equipment operating 39 12
Other occupations 44 4.0
Total - 1000 1000
(N=432,125)  (N=}9)

Seurve: For Edmonton, Sutistics Canads, 1996 Coneus of Canada, Catalogeo 95-108, Toble 1.
For Chiness, Compiled fram 1985 Consus of Conade, Public Use Sample Tape, Individusl Phie.
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Table 2.9 shows that relative to the city the Chinese are over-represented in
medicine and health, technological and related fields, service as well as machining and
fabricating occupations. They are under-represented in the managerial, teaching, sales,
clerical, primary, processing, construction and transport occupations. These results are
similar to the Chinese at the national level (Li. 1987). The over-representation of the
Chinese in Medicine and technological areas and under-representation in the managerial
area suggests that the Chinese are more interested in the skilled and specialized areas
rather than managerial area where verbal skills assume importance. The service industry,
particularly food service, has been an important sector for the Chinese in Canada (Li,
1988:116). The over-representation of the Chinese in Edmonton in the service areas shows
that the service occupations remains a safe haven for those people without professional or

technical qualifications.

2438 Income

The Chinese in Edmonton are generally better off than the average Edmontonian.
Table 2.10 shows that relatively more Chinese families occur in the medium to high income
range and proportionately less in the low income categories ($20,000 and under). The
proportion of Chinese families with high income, $50,000 and over, is nearly seven
percentage points higher than that of the city's whole population which shows that the



Table 2.10 The Income Distribution of Edmonton’s
l!li.

Total Income ($) - Edmonton (percent) Chlnele (per cent)
Under 5,000 4.6 4.2
5,000-9,000 8.1 4.2
10,000-14,999 1.7 26
15,000-19,999 89 8.1
20,000-24,999 83 88
25,000-29,999 8.1 9.1
30,000-39,999 159 163
40,000-49,999 13.7 15.3
50,000 and over 24.7 _ 314

Total 100.0 100.0
(N-283.370) 7 (N=426)

Ssurce: For Edmonton, Statistics Canade, /986 Census of Canada, Catalogue 95-108, Table 1.
For Chinese, Compiled from 1986 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tape, Individual File.

(Lai, 1988). After the war, especially after 1967, with the great influx of Chinese
immigrants, the Chinese population began to live dispersed throughout the city (Lai, 1988;

A common indicator of ethnic residential patterns is the Index of Segregation
(Duacaa and Duncan, 1935; Timms, 1970).



Where Lp; is the total population of the city and La, is the total number of the subgroup.

ID represents the Index of Dissimilarity between the sub-group and the total population

index, the higher the degree of segregation.

An index of 40.1 was calculated for the Chinese in Edmonton using the 1986 Census
Tract data. This result was similar to the result of 39.17 for South Asians in Edmonton
(Fairbairn and Khatun, 1989). The index of 40.1 is well below the extreme of 90 cakculate
for Black households in some American cities (Sorenson er al, 1975). However, it does
indicate that the Chinese population are still segregated though this segregation is not

strong.

The Index of Segregation can only reflect the Chinese residential pattern on an

is to calculate for each census tract the proportion of Chinese out of the total Chinese
population. Then it is possible to determine which census tracts have high percentages of
Chinese living in them. The data used in this study is on the census tract level (See Figure
2.3). This measure of concentration is not weighted by the total populstion of each census
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The mean value of the proportion of Chinese out of total number of Chinese in
Edmonton by each census tract was 0.70 per cent. The proportion of Chinese in each
census tract was divided into six classes, with three classes below the mean and three others
above the mean. The darker shades in the figure indicate the higher concentrations. The
class intervals were obtained in this way: For the three classes below the mean, the mean
value (0.70 per cent) was divided by three and this amount (0.23) was used for each class
limit; for the three classes above the mean, the mean value (0.70 per cent) was used as the
class interval. Although this method is not a perfect way to classify, in a descriptive study

such as this, the map reflects where the Chinese are concentrated.

Figure 2.3 shows that the inner city area near Chinatown and the peripheral suburbs
have higher proportion of Chinese. However, whether people in these areas are seeking
ethnic propinquity is hard to prove at the present stage, because a spatial concentration on
the census tract level may not indicate a contiguous spatial concentration on a disaggregated
level, such as by street (Waterman and Kosmin, 1987). In other words, if a census tract with
a relatively high concentration of Chinese is examined on a street level, it may be found that
within the census tract, the Chinese people are quite evenly distributed. In this case, the
situation can neither be described as representing segregation nor indicating very high

clustering.

However, considering that the inner-city areas with a high concentration of Chinese
are the Chinatown area, peopie living there may have a tendency to seek ethnic propinquity
and to take advantage of highly clustered Chinese businesses and institutions. In order to
verify this argument, we break CT34, CT44 and CT4S in which the defined Chinatown ares



defined Chinatown area®. According to the 1986 census, in these 22 enumeration areas,
1,206 were of Chinese origin. There is 62.3% of the total Chinese population of CT3M,
CT44 and CT45 (Statistics Canada, 1986: CD-ROM). The Chinese population in these 22
enumeration areas was not evenly distributed. Seven out of the twenty-two EAs (shaded
population, with each of these seven enumeration areas contains at least eighty Chinese.
It can be found that the shaded area in Figure 2.1 are highly clustered two parts, each of

them close to a distinct section of Chinese institutions and businesses. Therefore, it is very

The reasons for the peripheral concentration of Chinese may be different from that
for the inner city concentration, since the outer-suburbs are far away from Chinatown where
Chinese institutions and businesses are highly clustered. In fact, the peripheral

concentration of Chinese is similar to the distribution of South Asians in Edmonton

(Fairbairn and Khatun, 1989). Considering that both groups are mainly first generation

*suitable” to raise children.

5 The twenty two Esumeration Aress which located in the defined Chinatown srca are: EA 206, 207, 209, 222,
223, 224, 253, 257, 260, 261, 262, 268, 271, 272, 458, 462, 463, 464, 465, 466, 467, 468.
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To summarize, we have found in this section that most of the Chinese live quite
dispersed all over the city. However, there is a concentration of Chinese in Chinatown and
a lesser degree in some parts of the in the peripheral suburbs. The question arising then
is have the people who live in the perpheral suburbs sought ethnic propinquity? This
question will be discussed further in Chapter 4.



Chapter 3 Data Collection and Questionnsire

Survey research is one of the most important methods of data collection in the
behavioral studies. In this study, a survey of the Chinese immigrants in Edmonton was
conducted in order to collect first hand information to examine what causes residential
differentiation within an ethnic group and whether the people living dispersed are less
ethnically oriented than the people living clustered. This chapter will briefly review how the

data for the present study were collected and describe the questionnaire.

3.1 Study Area

The present study is centered on Edmonton. Edmonton not only includes the City
of Edmonton but also includes St. Albert and Sherwood Park. These two surrounding arcas
were included bhecause first they have very close relationships with Edmonton. The City of
Edmonton,. the City of St. Albert and the Hamlet of Sherwood Park together formed a fairly
compact core o, the Edmonton Metropolitan area (Alberta Municipal Affairs, 1977). The
function of the two communities, the City of St. Albert and the Hamlet of Sherwood Park,
was described as Edmonton’s dormitory satellites (Gahr, 1979). The majority of people in
these two arcas commute to Edmonton (Grimble and Associates, 1976, Gahr, 1979).
Second, the sample frame for the present study is the Edmonton Telephone Directory in
which these two areas were included. Again this shows that these two areas have very close
relationship with Edmonton.
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3.2 Definition of the "Chinatown Group” and the "Suburban Group"

Chinatown is a term often heard in North American cities. However a precise
definition of Chinatown is very difficult to obtain. Usually a Chinatown refers to a “quarter”
of the city where Chinese businesses, institutions and Chinese residences concentrate (Lai.

1988:2).

In Edmonton there are two distinct Chinese sections as revealed in Chapter 2 (See
Figure 2.1). One section is along 97th Street and between the 105A Avenue and 107
Avenue. The other is a triangular area bounded by 97th 81, 102A Ave and Jasper Avenue,
The immediate two neighborhoods-Boyle Street and McCauley within which the two distinet
Chinese sections occur are heavily populated with Chinese people (City of Edmonton,
1978a). Therefore for the purpose of this study, we define the Chinatown group as the
group who live in the neighborhoods of Boyle Street and McCauley and the suburban group

as the group who live in neighborhoods other than Boyle Street and McCauley.

A practical sample design seeks to produce valid and credible sample duta and
statistics that match the precision needed for the study. In this section, several steps
involved in the sampling procedure for collecting the thesis data will be discussed. They
include: definition of the survey population, construction of the sampling frame,

determination of the sample size and administration of the survey.

The study population include those of Chinese ethnic origin but not Indo-Chinese
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from the study because of the distinguishable differences in their backgrounds from the
other Chinese immigrants. Nearly all of the Indo-Chinese came to Canada under the
massive humanitarian refugee program beginning in the 1970's. It is assumed that their
specific situation has made them quite different in the way of adaption to this society from
Indo-Chinese became a "group” within a group. According to the 1991 census, there are
32,960 Chinese who are of a single Chinese origin in Edmonton. Among them around 4,590
afe Indo-Chinese!. Therefore, the Chinese population with which we are initially

concerned is 28,370 (32,960-4,590) in 1991 in Edmonton.

major wage earners of the households and who live in Edmonton, Alberta. Since the study
focuses on “the major wage earner of the houschold™, whether or not they live alone, the

household is the basic unit for selection of the sample. The number of major wage earners

In order to obtain the number of Chinese households in Edmonton, the average size
of the Chinese household had to be calculated first. Table 3.1 provides information on the

Lacs sad Cambodia, mmmum:m;mm-m«m&umﬁ_mm
thres countrics have scttied in Albarta during the last sictesn yoor period. We asseme that 43.2% of chem which
is the sumber of 11,942 came 10 Edmonton (The pircentags 43.2% is based on the statistics of the Alberta Career
Development and Employment (ACDE, 19%0) that 43.2% of the immigrants 1o Aberta heve ssttied in Edmonton
during the 1990s). According to the 1991 consus (Statistics Canada, 93-315,p36), there are & total of 7,390 people
ore of Vistnamese, Laction or Cambedion erigin in Edmonton. Therefore, the people of Chiness erigin frem the
above theve countries is 11.942-7,350=4,992. This is a slight underestimation becouss we did net include the
pdian-born people in the minuend.
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Chinese household structure in Edmonton. Using the data from Table 3.1 the result of 4.15
is obtained as the average Chinese household size. Therefore, using 28,370 as the total
number of Chinese, there are approximately 6,520 Chinese houscholds in Edmonton. This

number is also the number of Chinese major wage earners.

Table 1.1 Size of the Chinese Households in Edmonton, 1986

_Houschold Size (Person) __ Frequency
1 e as
39 92
75 17.6
25.1
69 16.2
n 16.7
6.0
8 18 7 ) 4.2
 Towl 26 1000

Percentage

(- BT T 7L S
—
=]
|

~J
”‘
x

Seurce: Compiled from 1986 Census of Canada, Public Use Sample Tape, Individusl File.

The present study attcmpts to compare two subgroups of the Chinese in the city-the
Chinatown group and the suburban group. It is difficult to determine the exact number of
can be made. According to the 1986 census, there were 1,205 people who were of Chinese
origin in the defined Chinatown area (See Chapter 2, Section 2.5). This number is 4.2 per

cent of the total Chinese in Edmonton in 1986. ime the same proportion (4.2 per cent)

of new Chinese immigrants (since 1987) settled in this area. By 1991, this area would have
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u total of 1,530 Chinese people. This number is used as the number of Chinese people in

the defined Chinatown area.

The defined Chinatown area has a unique houschold structure. The area is
comprised of a high proportion of males, single adult households and mobile individuals
(City of Edmonton, 1987). The average household size in this area was 1.84 persons
(calculated from the Neighborhood Fact Sheet, McCauley and Boyle Street published by the
City of Edmonton, 1987). Research shows that the Chinese in Chinatown area also have
# smaull household structure and most people living there are old people. Therefore, if we
assume that the average size of the Chinese households is also 1.84 persons, then the total
number of Chinese households is 830 in the defined Chinatown area. The number of

Chinese houscholds outside Chinatown area, therefore, is 5,690 (6,520-830).

322 Sampling Frame

A sampling frame is a list from which a sample can be taken. An idesl sampling
frame would be a list with one to one correspondence between members on the list and the
population of interest (survey population). Rarely will such frames exist. For the present
study, the basic sampling frame was composed of the people with Chinese last names in the
1991 White Pages of the Edmonton Telephone Directory. The approximate size of this
sampling frame was around 8,000. This sampling frame is neither a complete nor exclusive

not appear in the 1991 White Pages (2) those who used both last names and given names

other than typical Chinese names. For example, some Chinese spell their last names as Lee
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names were treated as Chinese and included in the sampling frame. The major ineligithes
include: (1) the people whose status was cither not a permanent resident or Canadian
citizen but appeared on the telephone directories (2) major wage earners of Chinese
households but born in Canada (3) The Indo-Chinese who still use both Chinese last and
given names (4) Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian and Korean as well as those from any
other ethnic origins whose last names and given names are similar or identical to Chinese

names.

Since the present study attempts to study two subgroups, i.e. the Chinatown group
and the suburban group, two separate sampling frames were constructed for each of them.
From the basic sampling frame which contained 8,000 people with Chinese last names, 377
were found to have addresses falling in the defined Chinatown arca. Even after considering
the possible omissions from the actual selection, as well as the number of 1,420, which '« an
overestimation of the real number of Chinese households in the Chinatown area, the
number of 377 was still well below the actual number of Chinese households located in
Chinatown. The major reason may due to the people in this area being generally poor and
old and many of them are without telephones.

333 Sample Size

A variety of factors influence the size of the sample appropriate for any study.
Sample size determination involves trade-offs between accuracy and cost.  Statisticalty the
appropriate sample size is determined by the population variation, the specified precision
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(degree of accuracy), and the desired level of confidence (Guy er al, 1987). For the present
study, 95% is set as the confidence level (z score=1.96), 3% as the degree of accuracy and
the population variance is at 50 per cent which is the maximum value of the population
variance. From the table developed by Dixon and Leach (1976), a desired sample size of
184 was obtained (See Table 3.2). Since the ratio of the number of houscholds located
outside Chinatown to those inside Chinatown is 2.9:1, the sample size was 287 for the group

outside Chinatown and 97 for the group living inside Chinatown.

Table 1.2 Sample Sizes Needed with Given Levels of Confidence, Assuming a Variability of
$0% and a Very Large Population

Confidence Limit Confidence level
Percent(%) 99% 95%
| 16587 9604
2 4147 2401
3 1843 1067
4 1037 600
s 663 384
6 461 267
7 339 196
8 259 150
9 208 119
10 166 96
15 74 43
20 41 24

Sowrce: Dixon and Leach, 1976.

334 The Survey
The survey was carried out between mid-May 1992 to the end of August 1992
Telephone calis were made to the suburban group to obtain qualified respondents. Those
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who agreed to participate in the survey were also asked the language they preferred the
questionnaire should use (English or Chinese). Each day after the phone calls, the
addresses of those who agreed to participate were prepared and the next duy a
questionnaire was sent to each of them. A self-addressed husiness reply envelope and a
covering letter were sent out together with the questionnaire. The covering letter explained
the purposes of the study and assured confidentiality (See Appendix D). It also requested
the major wage earner in each of the households to fill out the questionnaire. The
telephone calls were made between May 20 and June 10, 1992, A total of 300 potential
respondents was obtained and a questionnaire was sent to each. By August 31, 1992, 177
questionnaires had been returned.  The response rate was 59.0%. It must be mentioned
here that our respondents were heavily biased to the group who settled in Edmonton before
1985. The reason is due to that Yuan of the Geography Department had conducted a
survey among the Chinese immigrants who settled in Edmonton between 1985 to 1990 six
months before the author. This caused a high ratio of refusals from the group on which she
focused. Although the exact ratio was unknown, the results of the present study have this

bias.

The sampling procedure was somewhat different with the Chinatown group. Initially
the same kind of telephone calls were made as had been done to the suburban group.
However, the results were frustrating. Despite a high number of unqualified people and
refusals, language barriers were also a problem. Many people spoke dialects with which the
author could not communicate. Therefore, another method was tried. Fifty questionnaires
in Chinese were sent out without any telephone contact as a test. Only 7 of them were

returned among which only 5 qualified for the study. Due to the cost, the method of direct
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mail without telephone contact was also abandoned. Then a snowball sampling procedure
was used. The questionnaires were handed to some people who lived in Chinatown and
were known 1o the author. They were asked to hand questionnaires to the people they
know. Eventually, including the above five returned questionnaires, a total of 34 were
obtained for the Chinatown group. This is not considered an adequate sample for our

purposes. But in view of the effort made, the data can be considered satisfactory under the

circumstances mentioned above.

3.4 lmmigration Features of the Respondents

Since the research focuses on the Chinese immigrants who have settled in
Edmonton, only those whose status is permanent residents or Caradian citizens were
selected for the sample. Table 3.3 shows that at the time of the survey, 83.9 percent of the
respondents are Canadian citizens and 16.1 percent are permanent residents. There is not
much difference in immigration status between the two groups. The suburban group has a
slightly higher proportion of Canadian citizens (85.9%) than the Chinatown group (85.3%).

Table 3.3 The Immigration Status of the Respondents

The Chinetoun Group The Suburben Group Jote! Sample

Nuaber Percentape Nusber _ Percentege Susber __Percentage
Permanent 4 1.1 o 16.1 » 16.1
fResident
Canadian 29 87.9 152 5.9 " 0.9
Citizen _
Total 33 100 17”77 100 m 100.0

SPree: survey
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Table 3.4 shows that Hong Kong is the major source country of our respondents.

The Chinese from Hong Kong comprise 67.8 per cent of the total sample. China is the
second major source country with 13.3 per cent of the total sample. The Chinatown group
has a higher proportion (26.5 per cent) from China than the suburban group. In addition,
the Chinatown group has a higher proportion of people from Hong Kong and China (88.3
per cent) than the suburban group (79.6 per cent). The "other areas” in the responses
include Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Brunei, Britain, U.S.A, Japan and the countries of the

Caribbean.

The Chinstown Greup The Suburban Group Total Sample
- ~ Wumber  Percentage _thmber Percentage umber Perconisge
Hong Kong 21 61.8 122 8.9 143 7.8

P.R. China ? 26.5 ” 10.7 | 13.3

Other Aress & 11.7 36 20.4 __4&0 18.9
Total L 100 177 100 — 2n 100.0

parameters. However, during the sampling procedure, errors may occur in every step from
the definition of the target population and the construction of sampling frames, to the actual
sample selection. In the present study, the source of error in the sampling of the suburban
group arises from sample selection bias (biased towards the people who settled in Edmonton
before 1985) and the non-response rate. The extent of bias is not known because when the
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potential respondents refused to answer the questionnaire, they did not always specify they
had done one hefore. The sample of the Chinatown group is non-representative because
of the lack of a complete sampling frame, the use of a non-probability sample design and

the small sample size. The data will be interpreted with caution.

3.6 The Questionnaire

The questionnaire was mainly designed to test if the Chinatown group and the
suburban group differ significantly in their ethnic maintenance. The questionnaire also tried
to find out why people live where they do through examining how the two groups perceive
the relative importance of seven residential locational factors. The purpose is to see what
factors (life-cycle stage, socioeconomic status or ethnicity) are the major factors influencing
people’s residential locational choices. In addition, the questionnaire sought information
on the two groups’ socio-demographic characteristics 1o better understand their different
residential locational choices and degree of maintenance of ethnic identity. The content of
the questionnaire was based on other studies which are related to the topic of ethnic
maintenance, assimilation and residential locational choices (Hurh et al, 1978; McCracken,
1973; Nann, 1970; Khatun, 1984; Driedger, 1975). The detailed format and content of the

idix C (Chinese

questionnaire is provided in Appendix B (English Version) and

Version).

The questionnaire consists of three parts. The first part is questions about the

differ significantly in their degree of ethnic maintenance in such areas as language, meal
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sections. The content of each sub-section was provided in one sentence at the beginning of

each of the sections. The six sub-sections include: (1) the language(s) used daily (2) food

homeland (4) use of the Chinese media (5) friends and attitudes towards Canadians (6)
employment. Strictly speaking, the last sub-section-questions about employment-should not

belong to this part. They were included and put into the last subsection so that the

The second part of the questionnaire asked about the respondents’ residence. There
were three questions in this part. It attempts to examine how the two groups perceive the

relative importance of some residential locational factors. The first question is the number

third question was designed to find out the relative importance to the respondents of some
residential locational factors. The factors include: dwelling space, financial ability, general
access to other parts of the city, closeness to work, closeness to children's school, closeness
to friends/relatives and pleasantness of the neighborhood. In addition to the above seven

factors, an open category, "other”, was provided so that the respondents might indicate other

factors which they felt important. A five-point format (from “of great importance® to “of no

importance”™) was used so that the respondents could express their opinions more precisely.

Questions about personal information formed the third part of the questionnaire.
This part of the questionnaire attempted to obtain the socio-demographic details of the
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respondents in order to better understand the two groups’ degree of ethnic maintenance and
their different residential locational choices. The questions included age, age on arrival in
Canada, country of origin, immigration status, sex, marital status, spouse’s ethnic origin,

number of children the respondents have, educiation status and household yearly income,

3.7 Summary

This chapter discussed several aspects of the data collection. It defined the study
area and subject population, reviewed the sumpling procedure inciuding calculating the
survey population, determined sample size and described the sampling frame. 1t also
discussed the implementation of the actual survey; pointed to data limitations and finally
reviewed the contents of the questionnaire. The next two chapters will focus on the data
analysis. It is worth mentioning that a non-probability sampling procedure was used to

sample the Chinatown group. Therefore the results of the data analysis will be interpreted
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Chapter 4. Residential Locational Choices and Socio-Demographic Characteristics

associated with an dimmnution of ethnic identity. The Chinese who live clustered in
Chinatown and the Chinese who live dispersed outside Chinatown were chosen so that the
behavioral differepces in their everyday lives could be compared. It is assumed that if
residential dispersal is strongly associated with a weakening of ethnic identity, the two
groups should differ significantly in their lifestyles. However, before investigating the
lifestyles of the two groups it is better to know first why people live where they do and what
socio-demographic factors account for their different residential locational choices. The
answers to these questions will provide a context and lead to a better understanding of why
or why not, the two groups have different levels of ethnic identity. Therefore, as a prelude
to the core of the study, this chapter will focus on describing the two groups’ residential
locational choices and their socio-demographic characteristics. The first part of this chapter
will attempt to examine how the two groups perceive the relative importance of several
residential locational factors. The second part of this chapter will discuss the two groups’
socio-demographic characteristics which may affect their residential locational choices and
their maintenance of ethnic identity,. A Chi-square (x?) test will be used in this part 1o
demonstrate if the two groups have statistically significant difference in their answers to the

questions asked.
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4.1 Reasons for Choosing the Present Dwelling

It has been mentioned in the Statement of the Problem that previous studies have
their own shortcomings in using census data to examine the relationship between ethnic
residential patterns and assimilation. The statistical association obtained from the census
data cannot reflect people's thinking. In other words, we don't know why people live where
they do and what their major concerns are when they choose their dwelling places. Their
major concerns seem to be associated with the life-cycle. If it is the case, it is hard to prove
that ethnic residential dispersal is necessarily associated with assimilation. n this respect,

census data is not sufficient to solve the problem.

In this section, we will examine how the Chinese perceive the relative importance
of different variables in the selection of their dwelling places. In order to achieve this
objective, a closed format question was used. The question listed seven variables. These
include space, financial factors, general access to the other parts of the city, closeness to
work, closeness to children's school, closeness to a relative/friend and pleasant
neighborhood. Each variable was assigned a score of 1 to 5 to indicate the degree of
importance. It is to the respondents to choose one score for each variable. An average
score of importance was calculated for each variable. The average score represents each
variable’s perceived importance by the respondents when they chose their present dwelling.
The higher the score, the more important it was considered. The results are summarized

in Table 4.1.



Table 4.1 Reasons for Choosing the Present Dwelling

_The Chinatown growp —The whurben group
Number  Percentage Aversge Number  Parcentage Aversge
score of scors of
importance importan
_ e
1t has enough 1 9 £2.9 9% 53.4
Livi ce .
vine space 2 s 28.6 a7 2.7
3 4 19.0 4. 25 5 14.2 4.25
4 1 .5 ] 2.8
_ 5 0 0.0 5 2.8 _
The 1 10 £0.0 "N &6.0
rent /mortgage -
Tont{sortasge 2 2 10.0 8 2.6
afforded 3 ‘ 20,0 3.8 % 17.0 3.86
4 4 20.0 & 1.4
7 s | 2 100 2 1.
1t has sasy 1 |13 70.0 5 13.7
sccens to , -
ether parts 2 2 10.0 &9 8.0
of the city 3 2 10.0 4.55 “ 26.3 3.7
4 3 5.0 n" 6.3
_ 5 1 5.0 _ 10 5.7
It is close 1 H] 25.0 ¥ 2.3
to the - _
workplace 4 & 20.0 n 18.9
3 1 5.0 2.70 56 32.0 3.0
& 0 0 23 13.1
5 10 50.0 N R | 13.7_
It is close ) 3 15.0 &5 37.4
to the ) _
children's 1 5.0 -4 20.0
school 2
10.0 2.0% 3 7.9 3.5
4 1 5.0 12 6.3
- 5 14 70.0 _ LE 18.9
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Table 4.1 Reasons for Choosing the Present Dwelling (Continued)

The Chinatown group B __Jhe suburben group
Number  Percentage Average Number  Percentage Averaspe
score of score of
o s importance 00000 _ {mportance
it is near 1 . 40.0 16 e
friends ) _ . o
ﬂ[gr 2 1 5.0 F-2 4 12.6
relatives 3 s 25.0 3.35 40 22.9 2.48
4 2 10.0 4k F-
s ]| 4 20.0 . 53 _ 3.3
it is ina 1 5 25.0 82 46.9
pleasant . o o
neighborhood 2 H 10.0 46 26.3
3 1 5.0 2.80 27 15.4 4£.03
4 8 40.0 10 5.7
- 2 20.0 1 1 1w 5.7
Total 20 100.0 - ,1,7!,’,, 100.0

The order of the importance (from high to low) of each locational factor for the
Chinatown group is : (1) general accessibility to other parts of the city (2) dwelling space
(3) financial factors (4) closeness to friends and/or relatives  (5) pleasant neighborhood

(6) closeness to work and (7) closeness to children's school. The order for the suburban

accessibility (5) closeness to children’s school (6) closeness to work  (7) closeness to

friends and/or relatives.

This result is consistent with McCracken's (1973) findings in his study of intra-urban
migration in Edmonton. McCracken drew the conclusion that dwelling space and financial

factors dominated Edmonton households’ residential aspirations. Many researchers consider



88
the houschalds’ changing space requirements as the principle inducement to residential
mobility and as a consequence the most important variable in determining the final
destination. As Rossi (1980) said:

=..the major function of mobility (is) the process by which families adjust
composition that accompany life cycle changes.”
Financial ability is often considered the major restraint in determining the final chow e of
the dwelling place (McCracken, 1973). The results of the findings here support the above
arguments. They suggest that no matter where people live, their major concerns are trying

to adjust their housing needs to their financial ability,

Despite the fact that "dwelling space® and “financial factors” are in the top three
listed by both groups, the differences between the two rankings are obvious. "General
accessibility to the other parts of the city” is the most important locational factor for the
Chinatown group while it is not in the top three listed by the suburban group. It has been
mentioned in Chapter 1 that old people prefer to live near bus stops and grocery stores.

It will be shown that the people living in Chinatown are in their retirement years.

Instead of "general accessibility”, "pleasant neighborhood” appeared in the top three
listed by the suburban group and ranked second. McCracken (1973) stated that suburban
dwellers as a group are more concerned about neighborhood characteristics such as
quietness, natural environment, neighborhood's reputation and neighbors’ socioeconomic
status than are inner city residents. The reason is that many households residing in the
suburbs are in the child-bearing and child-rearing stages of the life<cycle. According to
Rossi (1980), people in the child-bearing and child-rearing stages of the life-cycle are more
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more concerned about whether the neighborhe - are suitable places
for raising children. On the bhasis of their de + to be anticipated the

suburban group of Chinese has been similur:. = aed

Of the remaining factors not in th- x 1 seness to friends/relatives® is
fourth for the Chinatown group, indicating ths ~dents who live in Chinatown still

wish to be near their friends/relatives, This facton was last in the order of importance for
the suburban group. Propinquity to friends/relatives is of virtually no importance to this
group. “Closeness to work™ and "Closeness to the children’s school” ranked at the bottom
of the importance scale for the Chinatown group suggesting people there are not in the
child-rearing stage and beyond employable age. These two factors were not very important
for the suburbin group also. They ranked sixth and fifth respectively. However, in contrast
to the Chinatown group, “closeness to the children’s school” was ranked before “closeness

to work", re.emphasizing the importance of children to suburban Chinese families.

When the average score of importance is compared between the two groups, the
Chinatown group has higher scores on "general accessibility”, "closeness to friends/relatives®
than the suburban group and lower scores on "closeness to workplace”, “closeness to
children’s school” and "pleasant neighborhood”. The two groups have the same score on
"dwelling space” and nearly the same score on “financial factors® (the Chinatown group is
only slightly smaller). The average score of importance provides a measure by which the

that "general accessibility” and "closeness to friends/relatives” are more important locational

factors for the Chinatown group than the suburban group. “Closeness to workplace®,
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"Closeness to children’s school”, "Pleasant neighborhood™ are more important for the
suburbian group than the Chinatown group. "Dwelling space™ and "Financial Factors” are

equally important to both groups.

It was shown in Figure 2.3 that the outer rings of Edmonton were relatively more
concentrated with Chinese than the inner suburbs. Does the outer-suburban group seek
cthnic propinquity like the suburban Jews in many North American cities? Or, do they just
happen to be concentrated there because that is where the housing is available and/or
where they feel the environment is suitable for raising children? Detailed answers to the
Chinese concentration in the outer-suburbs is beyond the scope of the present study.
However, analysis of their opinions on the above residential locational factors may provide
some guidelines for future study. The cases whose present addresses are in Millwoods and
Castle Downs are isolated from the suburban group. There are in all 35 cases. Among
them 34 cases are valid for this analysis (one case did not answer the question). The results

are summarized in Table 4.2.

Table 4.2 Reasons for Choosing the Present Dwelling (the Miliwoods and
Castle Downs Group)

Reasons for Choosing Present Dwelling Average Score
(N=34)
it has enough living space 4.17
The rent/mortgage can be afforded 383
It has easy access to other parts of the city 343
It is close to the workplace 3.06
it is close to the children’s school 340
It is near friends/relatives 2.89

It is in a pleasant neighborhood 3.69
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In general. the outer suburban group scores relatively lower in each factor except
"closeness to friends/relatives” than the total suburbitn group. The result seems to indicate
that propinquity with friends/relatives is more important for the outer suburban group than
friends/relatives” is also the least important factor among the residential locational choices
for the outer suburban group. It is merely "relatively” more important for the outer
suburbian group than the total suburban group. The rankings between the outer suburban
group and the total suburban group are not very different except that with the outer
suburban group, financial factors are the second most impoziant factor which is ahead of
"pleasant neighborhood". Since the housing in the outer rirg areas of a city are usually new,
our finding might suggest that immigrants may choose to live in relatively new houses which

are within their financial means.

In summary, when people choose their dwelling places, the most important thing for
them is to adjust their housing needs to their financial abilities. This result indicates that
both the life-cycle stage factor (indicated by enough dwelling space) and the social class
factor (indicated by ability to pay rent or mortgage) play a very important part in the

residential locational choices of the Chinese in Edmonton. In addition, the priority given

and the priority given to the “pleasant neighborhood” by the suburban group suggest that the
two groups are in different stages of the life-cycle and that stages in the lifecycle is a very
important factor in people's residential locational choice. This aspect will be elsborated on

in the next section.
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However, it was shown that the Chinatown group has a tendency to seek spatial
propinquity while the suburban group does not. This suggests that the suburban group is
spatially more assimilated than the Chinatown group. However, whether the spatial
assimilation of the suburban group indicates assimilation in their life-styles is still not clear,
The above findings suggest the life-cycle stage factor is one of the most important factors
in determining Chinese’ residential locational choices. Although the suburban group is
residentially dispersed, the families will not necessarily have broken their ties with other
Chinese.  They can still maintain their current life-style. If this is the case, it would seem
previous studies using ethnic residential patterns as a measurement of assimilation have

their weakness.,

4.2 Soclo-demographic Characteristics of the Two Groups

The findings in the last section suggest that colleciively the Chinatown group and the
suburban group are in different stages of their life-cycles and are of different socio-economic
status. The findings also indicate that the Chinatown group has a tendency to seek spatial
propinquity while the suburban group does not. The questions raised from the above
findings are what stages of the life-cycle and what socio-economic status the two groups are
in and why the Chinatown group have sought ethnic propinquity. To determine this, in this
section, the two groups’ socio-demographic characteristics in terms of their life-cycle, socio-
economic status and assimilation status, specifically on their abilities in English and Chinese,
will be examined. The results will yield a better understanding of the two groups’ different
residential locational choices and provide a socio-demographic context for why, or why not,
the two groups maintain different degrees of ethnic identity which will be discussed in the



next chapter.

4.2.1 Age Distribution

The respondents’ ages range from 20 to 92, Table 4.3 presents the age distribution
for our sample by where each respondent lives. For the sample as a whole, the three age
categories 35-39, 40-59, 50-59 contain 72.9 per cent of the respondents. The age category

40-49 is the modal category which contains 37.4 per cent of the total sample.

The two groups have significant differences in their age composition (x*=91.28,
d.f.=2). The majority of the Chinatown group are fairly old people. The average age of this
group is 64.6 years. The population aged 60 and over contains 73.5 per cent of the
population in the group. The age group "70 and over” alone contains half of the
respondents in the group. Opposed to this, the suburban group is relatively young. The
average age of this group is 43.8 years. People in the category 35-59 years account for 83.6
per cent of the group while people aged 60 and over comprise only 6.8 per cent. The most
prominent difference between the two groups lies in the age category "70 and over®. While
this category contains S0 per cent of the people who live in Chinatown, only 0.6 per cent of

the suburban group are over 70 years of age.
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Table 4.3 Age Compaosition of the Respondents

The Chinstown Group The Suburban Group Total Sawple

Years Number Percentage Number percentage Nuwber _ percentage
20-24 0 o 4 2.3 4 1.9
25-29 2 5.9 S 2.8 7 3.3
30-34 2 5.9 8 4.5 10 4.7
35-39 1 2.9 L4 20.9 18 18.0
6£0-49 1 2.9 78 4.1 79 37.4
50-59 3 8.8 13 18.6 36 7.1
60-69 8 3.5 " 6.2 "% 9.0

70 and 17 56.0 1 0.6 18 4.5
over -
Total 34 100 177 100 211 100

x'391.28 (recategorized)' ¢ f.s2 Significant at .01 level.

The differences in the age composition between the two groups confirms each is in
a different stage of the life-cycle. Most respondents who live outside Chinatown are in the
child-bearing and child-rearing stage of life-cycle. Those living inside Chinatown have
passed the child-rearing stage. Generally speaking, the people who are in the child-bearing
and rearing stages of the life-cycle are more concerned about the neighborhood environment
(McCracken, 1973). This is especially true for the Chinese. In the Chinese culture, there
is a tradition that parents consider the children’s education as the most important goal and

neighborhood™ such a high priority. As mentioned in Chapter 1, the elderly prefer living

! One of the restrictions of using x2 test is that no cells should have an expecied frequency of less than §
(Sprinthall, 1987, Spem 1990). Norulis (1991) argued that the S-nde is too stringent for large contingancy tables.
He suggested that x3 test can be used if no more than twenty percent of the cells with expected frogeency les thaa
Snduoupeqedfmuqle-thnl In the presem study, we will follow Norulis' relaned roquirements for
x4 test. For those varisbies which do not meet Norulis’ reizxed requirements, the original coregovies will be
combined if combination makes scnse. For a complcte guide of recategorization of the varisbles, please refer to

Appendix A.
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close to stores and bus stops accessible to other centers (Michelson, 1976). Therefore, it

is not surprising that the Chinatown group, whose average age is 64,6 years, would place *the

4.2.2 Marital Status and Spouse origin

An overwhelmingly large proportion of our respondents (79.1 per cent) is married.
Single people form 15.2 per cent of the total sample. Very few people are divorced (0.9 per
between the two groups in marital status are not very obvious except in the widowed
category. As Table 4.4 shows, a considerable proportion (18.2 per cent) of the Chinatown
group is widowed while the proportion for the suburban group is only 1.1 per cent. Keeping
in mind that fifty per cent of the Chinatown group are old people aged 70 years and over,
the relatively large proportion of widowed people is not surprising.  The widowed status,
together with their old age, may be part of the reasons for their tendency to live in spatial
propinguity. Michelson (1976) stated that old people prefer living together in order to avoid
loneliness. In fact, among the 34 respondents of the Chinatown group, 18 were living in the

Chinese Elders Mansion. The six widowed respondents lived in this age-segregated building,

When they became frail and required frequent attention, they moved into the Chinese

Elders Mansion.
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Among the ever married respondents (including divorced and widowed), 91.2 per

Table 4.5). All of the respondents living in Chinatown claimed their spouses’ origin was of
Chinese. Spouses’ origin is important during the assimilation process. If the household
head is a Chinese, and his/her spouse is also Chinese, the Chinese way of life will definitely
be preserved. Since the majority of the respondents’ spouses are also Chinese, it is expected
both groups will maintain the Chinese life-style. A detailed examination of the extent of

Chinese ethnic identity will be presented in the next chapter.

Table 4.4 Marriage Status of the Respondents
_The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group Total Sample
Number Percentage Number Percentag Numbar Percentage
- - — — — —
Single 4 121 28 15.9 32 5.3
Warried 23 69.7 144 8.9 167 80.0
pivorced 0 0 2 1.9 F 0.9
_ Widowed 6 ) 18_._2 27j ”131 N m!i!___
Total 33 _ 100 71?6 100 - 209 100

1’ test not applicable. (Recategorization does not meke serss and 25% of cells with sxpected velus
lexs than §).

Table 4.5 Origin of the Respondents’ Spouses

The Chinetown Group _The Suburben Group Totsl Sasple
thinese Wumber  Percentape Wamber  Percantad Wumber Parcentage
v
Yer 29 100 15 .2 164 n.7
so 0 o__ 13 88 13 7.3
Total 100 00 48 @ 100 7 100

X’ test not applicable (29X of cells with expected vaiue less then §).
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423 Age of the Respondents on Arrival in Canada
The age when the household head arrived in Canada has an important bearing on

where people live and the degree of ethnic maintenance. Nann (1973) found that during

Canada was less than 18 years for those leaving Chinatown and over 18 years for those who
stayed in Chinatown. This suggests that the older one is upon arrival, the more one will rely
on the ethnic community, since older people may be less proficient in English. People who
are less proficient in English, in general, tend to use ethnic facilities more (Hoyt and
Babchuk, 1981). Additionally, the age of the major wage carner on arrival in Canada will
have a great impact on the person’s assimilation process. The younger a person is on
arrival, the less involvement in the home country and the easier will be the transition. This

is especially true when a person has received a complete education in the receiving country.

x? testing is not applicable for this variable. However, Table 4.6 shows there are
striking differences between the two groups. The average age when the major wage earner
came to Canada for the Chinatown group was 46.5 years. The average age for the suburban
group was only 24.9. This result shows that the suburban group as a whole was much
younger than the Chinatown group on arrival in Canada. The most noticeable difference
between the two groups is the age category "50-59 years" and "60 and over”. These two

categories contain 61.8 per cent of the members of the Chinatown group and only 2.3 per

cent of the members of the suburban group. In addition, the age categories 0-4, 5-9 and 10-
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that the Chinatown group are fairly old people upon arrival and none of them received their
elementary education in Canada. This will definitely make their progress towards

assimilation difficult.

Table 4.6 Age of the Respondents at Arrival in Canada

The Chinatown group The Suburbsn group Totsl Sample

Years Number  Percentage Vumber  Percent- Number Percent-
ope ope
2.8 5 2.4
2.3 4 1.9
4.5 8 5.8
20.3 40 18.0
26.0 48 2.7
15.9 13 15.6
18.6 36 17.1
2.9 6.2 12 5.7
2.4 7 13 6.2
32.4 1 0.6 12 5.7

0-4
5-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
5-29
30-%
40-49
50-59

60 and
over

- oW NSO D O
w2 UELEE e

- —
- [ -1

Totsl 3% 100 77 w0 100

As opposed to the Chinatown group, the suburban group are younger on arrival and
as a consequence a number of them may have received part of their education in Canada.
Forty-six per cent of the suburban group were between the ages of 15 and 24 years when
they arrived in Canada. These people may have received their high school and post
secondary education in Canada. The people who arrived in Canada under 14 years is only
a very small proportion (9.6 per cent) of the suburban group. This indicates the majority
of the suburban group has received an elementary education in their original culture before

arriving in Canada. This will have a negative effect on their assimilation process.
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4.2.4 Length of Residence in Canada

It has been generally accepted that the longer the immigrant has resided in the host
society, the higher will be that person’s degree of assimilation (Hurh et al, 1978). However,
the relationship between the length of residence and the degree of assimilation may be not
a linear one. After studying the attitudinal changes among foreign students in the United
States, Becker (1968) argued that there is a limit to the degree of assimilation in spite of
upward mobility in socioeconomic status. As a logical extension, there is no direct linear
correlation between the length of residence in the host society and the degree of
assimilation. Hurh ez a/ (1978) pointed out that although the process of assimilation may
be progressive, especially in the initial period of adjustment, it might not continue beyond

a certain point.

The impact of length of residence on the assimilation process is complicated. For
some people it has an immense impact. For some athers it has none, It is case to case
dependent and better to be considered together with age at arrival. For example, if an
immigrant arrives during his/her working age and has been exposed to the host saciety,
gradually that person will be "somewhat assimilated” into the host society. For instance, the
person has to pay bills and talk with the teachers about his children’s school performance.
In this case, length of residence in the host society may increase the degree of assimilation.

However, if an immigrant aged in their 50s or 60s is reunited with their family and
economically reliant on their children, it is possible the person may choose to spend their
entire immigrant lives in the ethnic cluster without learning a word of English. This is

completeness. In this situation the length of residence in the host society may have no



effect at all on the degree of assimilation.

The impact of length of residence on residential locational choice is also
complicated. For some people, the ethnic cluster may serve as a "transfer station®. With
time passing and an increasing degree of assimilation, these people may move from the

ethnic cluster to the suburbs. However, some people may choose to never live in the ethnic

length of residence will have no impact at all on residential locational choices.

The average years resident in Canada for the total sample is 18.9 years. It is 18.0
years for the Chinatown group and 19.0 years for the suburban group. Although the
discrepancy between the two groups in the average years of residence is not large, the
difference is statistically significant (x?=12.86, df.=2). When the length of residence is
divided into different periods, the suburban group is concentrated in the periods 10-14 years,
15-19 years and 20-30 years. The Chinatown group is mostly concentrated in the periods
10-14 years and 20-30 years (seec Table 4.7). The lowest number is in the category 15-19
years. Table 4.7 also shows that the Chinatown group contains a large proportion (32.3 per
cent) of newcomers who have stayed in Canada less than ten years. This result suggests that
Chinatown does serve as an immigrant reception center. The percentage of the suburban
group residing in Canada less than ten years may be more than the number shown in the
Table, since the data is biased towards those immigrants who came before 1985.



Table 4.7 Length of Residence in Canada of the Respondents

othe Chinatown Growp =~ _ The Suburban drou
Years Mk r Parcentage Number Parcent- LY Pareant-
%.?7 3 6.5 13 6.2
i7.6 9 5.1 15 7.9
26.5 n 17.5 40 9.0
5.9 &9 7.7 51 2.2

14
5-9
10-1%
15-19
20-29 26.5 62 35.0 " 3.4
30 and over 8.8 18 10.2 F4] 9.9
Total 34 100 . 177 100 211 100

wW 9 N O & »w

x'=12.85 (recategorized) d.f.52 significant at .01 level

4.2.5 General Education Level
The general level of education may have a great impact on an immigrant’s degree

of assimilation. It is accepted that people who have attained a higher education level

The Chinatoun Group The Suburben Group Total Sampis

Nusber Percantaps umber Percentope Y HrellWi’ii’i!

Completed University 7 20.8 % 48.6
or College

soms University or 1 2.y 22 12.4
Collage

”

F 4]
Completed Nigh 4 2.4 13 1i.e 40 .0
School

%

N

same Nigh School L4 6.5 3 4.1
£l emantary School 10 29.4 0 5.6

Total 3% 100 14 100 2w

x'=20.07 (recategorized) d.f.52 Significant at .01 level
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The respondents of the two groups differ significantly (x*=20.07, df.=2) in their
education levels. In general, the suburban group are much better educated than the
Chinatown group. Forty-eight percent of the suburban group claimed they have a university
degree or college diploma, while the proportion is only 20.6 percent for the Chinatown

group. In addition, there is a big difference between the two group: in the proportion who

cent while for the suburban group it is only 5.6 per cent. However, there is not much
difference between the two groups in the proportions which have received a high school

diploma.

Although the general level of education of an immigrant is an important variable
when considering assimilation, language ability is more specific in assessing an immigrant’s
degree of assimilation. As mentioned in Chapter 1, many immigrants live clustered in North
American cities because they cannot speak English and thus feel comfortable living with
their fellow countrymen. The immigrants’ ability in English will also affect their job
opportunities. In order to assess the language abilities among the Chinese immigrants, they
were asked to report their Chinese and English schooling and subjectively evaluate their

proficiency in the two languages.
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Table 4.9 and Table 4.10 provide information on the length of Chinese and English
significant difference in Chinese schooling (x*=5.14, df.=2). On the average the
Chinatown group spent 8.4 years in Chinese schooling and the suburban group spent 8.5
years in it. However, the suburban group have a much larger proportion (54.0 per cent)
who received more than 11 years of Chinese schooling and a smaller proportion (10.2 per
cent) who received less than 5 years of Chinese schooling. This is consistent with the fact

that the suburban group have a higher education level than the Chinatown group.,

The two groups have a significant difference (x*=11.77, d.f.=2) in their English
schooling. The average English schooling for the Chinatown group is only 1.38 years. Itis
4.66 years for the suburban group. Compared with years of Chinese schooling, the
that while 61.8 per cent of the Chinatown group reported no English language schooling at
all, this proportion is only 1534 percent for the suburban group. Additionally, the
proportion of respondents who received six years and more of English schooling is 38.6 per

cent for the suburban group while it is only 8.8 per cent for the Chinatown group.

schools than in Chinese. This result is consistent with the age when the major wage earner
of the household came to Canada. It reflects the fact that many major wage eamers came
to Canada after they were beyond high school age.
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Table 4.9 Chinese Schooling of the Respondents

_The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group
Years Mmber  Percentage NEber  Percentage

Wone 2 5.9 5 2.8
1-s 7 20.6 13 7.4
6-10 3 8.2 6 35.8
11 ond over 12 _35.3 9 54.0 07 s10

Total M _100_ 176 100 __210 100

x'=5.14 (recategorized) d.f.=2 Imignificant at .01 level

_!hg Chinatown Group The Suburben G__rm._p Total Sample

Years Number  Percentage Wusber  Parcentags T Parcant -

None 21 61.8 27 15.4 48 22.9
1-3 10 29.4 8 44.0 n 43.3
6-10 1 2.9 46 26.1 47 2.4

11 ondover 2 5.9 2 125 24 1.4
Total 3 100 176 100 210 100

x'#11.77 (recategorized) d.f.=2 gignificant at .01 Level

In order to further assess each respondent’s ability in Chinese and English, each was
asked to self evaluate their proficiency in speaking. reading and writing both Chinese and
English. The results are summarized in Table 4.11 and Table 4.12. Tabic 4.11 shows that
the suburban group has a more dispersed response pattern than the Chinatown group. The
suburban group have larger proportions in the category “fluently” in all three items -
speaking Chinese (79.1 per cent), reading Chinese (71.2 per cent) and writing Chinese (55.9
per cent). At the same time they also have larger proportions in the category "not at all®
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for the three items (3.4 per cent for speaking Chinese, 9.0 per cent for reading Chinese and
9.0 per cent for writing Chinese). These results appear consistent with the findings that a
larger proportion of the suburban group received Chinese schooling for six years and more
and with the larger proportion arriving in Canada before they were ten years of age. Table
4.11 shows that in general, both groups are proficient in Chinese. The majority in both

groups speak, read and write Chinese either "fluently” or “pretty well".

Compared with the proficiency in Chinese, both groups have a "weaker® ability in
English. Again this is consistent with the fact that both groups have received less English
schooling than Chinese (see Table 4.10). The sample as a whole has smaller proportions
in the category "fluently” in all three items - speaking English (33.6 per cent), reading

English (33.2 per cent) and writing English (26.6 per cent).

Table 4.12 also shows the two groups have even a larger difference in their
proficiency in English than in Chinese. The majority of the <uburban group can speak, read
and write English either "fluently” or "pretty well” (75.7 per cent for speaking, 75.8 per cent
for reading and 68.3 per cent for writing). However, the majority of the Chinatown group
falls into the category "enough to be understood" or "not at all” (76.4 per cent for speaking,
76.4 per cent for reading and 79.4 per cent for writing). This means the majority of people
living in Chinatown face serious problems in the use of English. In fact, more than half of

the respondents there claim that they cannot speak, read and write English at all.



Table 4.11 Self-Evalusation of Proficiency in Chinese of the Respondents

-
o
o

The Chinatown The Sublurbsn Group Total Sample
Srowp — ——
Mumber Per Wumbér : Musber  percen
centag centage ~tape
— S ————— — ,i e ————— — —

Pretty Well "

Enough to be 1 2.9 a
underatood

not at sl

’ test not a

Fluently 12
Pretty well 1?
Enough to get 9
by

Wot at all 1 2.9 16

9.0

5.4

18.4
8.1

x'=4.19 (recategorized) d.f.=) Significant st .01 level

26.5 ” 55.9
26.5 4

24.9
41.2 18 10.2

Fluently 9
Pretty well 9

Enough to %

Mot _at ail F

5.9 18 9.0

.2
8.4
15.2

d.f. sl

x'=10.74 (recategorized)
Total 3

Significant at_.01 tevel

100 177 100

100
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Table 4.12 Self-Evaluation of Proficiency in English of the Respondents

The Chinstown The Suburben Tota! Sample
Group Group
Number Per thamber Per Wumber Percen
centage centage -toge
Fluently 3 8.8 68 38.4 n 33.6
Pretty well L 14.7 () 37.% n 33.6
::ﬁ::' :om::tood 8 23.5 37 20.9 45 1.4
Not st all 18 52.9 (] 3.4 24 11.4
x'=32.95 (recategorized) d.f.=1 Significant at .01 level
Fluently 3 8.8 .14 37.9 70 33.2
Reading Pretty well S %.7 14 37.9 Tn 3.9
Elish | enough to get 6 17.6 32 18.1 3B 180
by
Not at all 20 58.8 11 6.2 3 16.7
x's32.95 (recategorized) d.f.=1 significant st .01 level
Fluently 3 8.8 53 29.9 ) 26.6
Pretty wetl 4 1.8 68 38.4 T 3.9
::.‘::::: m::tm (-3 17.6 43 2.3 49 23.2
Mot st all 21 61.8 13 7.4 . ) 16.9
x/=25.78 (recategorized) d.f.=1 Significant at .01 level
Total 34 100 7?7 100 r4l) 100

To summarize the language abilities of the two groups, it is clear that both are
proficient in Chinese and more proficient in Chinese than in English. The suburban group,
in general, do not have problems in the use of English while the Chinatown group face
serious problems in using it. This together with their old age, makes the Chinatown group's
tendency to seek ethnic propinquity not too difficult to understand. Because they are old
and unable to speak English, they live together in Chinatown to take advantage of the highly
clustered Chinese institutions and businesses and to avoid a life of loneliness and
inconvenience. On the other hand, the suburban group’s relatively greater ability in English
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demonstrates their potential for further assimilation, although this potential does not

necessarily mean giving up their Chinese life-styles.

4.2.7 Employment Status and Income

There is a big difference in the employment status between the Chinatown group and
the suburban group. As Table 4.13 shows, 67.6 percent of the Chinatown group are retired
people. In contrast, 91.0 percent of the suburban group are employed. Only 6.2 percent are
retired. These results indicate that the people who live in Chinatown are largely beyond the

employable years.

When the annual incomes of the two groups are examined, the differences are also
very otwious. As Table 4.14 shows, the majority (55.9 per cent) living in Chinatown has an
annual family income below $10,000 and 26 per cent between the category $10,000-524,999.
Only 2.9 per cent receive $50,000 and more. On the other hand, over one third (39.0 per
cent) of the suburban group has an annual family income of $50,000 and over, and a very
small proportion (2.8 per cent) receive less than $10,000. These results suggest the
Chinatown group is poorer in comparison to the suburban group. In fact, several
respondents who live inside Chinatown mentioned in their questionnaires that they receive
money from their children.



Table 4.13 Employment Status of the Respondents

__The chinatown Group _The Suburben Group
Empl oyed n 32.4 181 n.o
Unenpl cyed 0 0 5 2.8
Retired 23 67.5 " 6.2

MNumber Percentage Murber  Percent

. Totsl ;E;. )

Mumber __Percent

34

Totel - 100 o 100

M

x' not applicable {(Recategorization doss not make sefme ard 25X of celis with expected value

leds than 5).

Table 4.14 Family Income of the Respondents

___The Suburban Group

Total ;qnl!

hanbar Percentape

Under 10,000% 19 55.9 5 2.8
10,0008- 24 , 9993 9 26.5 30 16.9
25,0008-49,997% 5 1.7 b2 ] 61.2
50,0008 and aver 1 2.9 & ¥.0

3 d ¢

".s
.3
37.0
__n.2

Total 3 100 177 100

F4l)

100

x'=54.00 (recategorized) d.f.52 significant st .01 level

4.3 Summary

This chapter began by discussing how the two groups perceive the relative

importance of seven residential locational factors. The results showed that the life-cycle

stage factor and s

nomic status played very important roles in people’s residential

locational choices. Both groups try to adjust their housing needs within their financial
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abilities. The results also indicated that the Chinatown group has a tendency to seek ethnic
propinquity while the suburban group does not. In addition, the findings suggested that the
two groups are in the different stages of the life-cycle. Because the life-cycle stage factor
played such an important role in people’s residential locational choices, previous studies
using spatial dispersal of an ethnic group as a measure of assimilation is not adequate. The

life-cycles of an ethnic group should also be examined.

Further examination of the two groups’ socio-demographic characteristics in terms
of the life<cycle, socioeconomic status and assimilation status (specifically abilities in English
and Chinese) demonstrated that the Chinatown group are old, retired and have passed the
child-rearing stage of the life<cycle. The suburban group are younger and in the child-
bearing and child-rearing stage of the life-cycle. In addition, the suburban group were
younger on arrival in Canada and with a substantial knowledge in English. In contrast, the
Chinatown group were, in general, quite old on arrival in Canada and with hardly any
knowledge of English. Considering all these factors together as well as their old age, the
tendency to seek ethnic propinquity by the Chinatown group is not surprising. Other socio-
demographic findings include: the majority of the respondents’ spouses are Chinese; the
average years resident in Canada for both groups is slightly less than twenty years; the
suburban group are better educated and better off economically than the Chinatown group.
The question to be addressed next is on the basis of their demographic profiles, to what
extent has each group maintained its ethnic identity? Will the suburban group be less
ethnically oriented and thus more assimilated than the Chinatown group? This is the major
objective of the study and will be discussed in the next chapter.
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Chapter $§ Maintenance of Ethnic Identity

The findings summarized in Chapter 4 suggested that where people of an ethnic
group live may be caused by factors not related to assimilation. Stages in the life-cycle were
proposed as an alternative. In other words, it is difficult to decide an ethnic group’s degree
of assimilation and ethnicity maintenance from only its spatial distribution. The group’s
behavior in relation to assimilation and ethnic maintenancc after they are dispersed
residentially has to be examined in order to know to what extent residential dispersal is
associated with a diminution ethnic identity. This chapter will focus on this iasue. By
comparing the differences in life-style and social circle of the two groups, an attempt is

made to determine if the suburban group are less ethnically oriented than the Chinatown

group.

5.1 Ethnicity Maintenance in Cultural Aspects
5.1.1 Language Used At Home

A preference for speaking one’s mother tongue has alway: been one of the major
measures of assimilation (Hurh er al, 1978). One way to measure ethnic language
maintenance is the language used between members of the household (Driedger, 1975;
O'Bryan et al, 1976). As Table 5.1 shows most of the respondents communicate with their

ents over 65 percent of them

spouses mainly in Chinese!. Among the married res
reported that Chinese was the “major” or the “only” language they use to communicate with

’mwmuummmﬂmhnmw-)ﬁnumwrm-
include both the “married” and"widowed™ respondents in Table 4.4. This sccounts for the variation in the married
totals in Table 5.1 and 5.2.
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their spouses. There is no statistically significant difference (x*=9.80, d.f.=2) between the
Chinatown group and the Suburban group. However, some notable differences can still be
found in the language used when speaking to their spouses. Since the Chinatown group has
a considerable proportion who cannot speak English, it is not surprising that 76.6% of this
group speak only Chinese to their spouses. This compares with only 34.9% for the suburban
group. On the other hand, none of the respondents in the Chinatown group use English as
the "major” or the "only" language to communicate with their spouses. These two categories
contain 16.6 percent of the suburban group. In addition, the suburban group has a higher

proportion using both English and Chinese to communicate with their spouses.

Table 5.1 Language Used to the Spouse at Home

The Chinetown group

Nt Percentos

English Only 0 0

English 0 0

Mainty

Enplish and 3 10.0 4 2r.7 &7 2.9

Chinese

(each about

oquel)

Chinese 4 3.3 61 38.4 & 3.4

Nainly

Chinese Only 23 _re.r 34 26 9 1.2

Total 30 w0 159 10 ____ = o
x'=9.80 (recetegorized) d.f.=2 Insignificant at .0\ level

The situation is different in the language used to communicate with the children.
There is statistically significant difference (x*=25.21, d.f.=2) between the two groups. For
the Chinatown group, "Chinese only” is the absolute major category which contains 69
percent of the respondents. There are no respondents who reported that they speak
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“English only" or "English mainly” to their children. For the suburban group, "English and
Chinese" is the major category. It contains 44.1 percent of the respondents. *Chinese only”
is the third major category. It contains only 14.5 percent. In addition, "English only" and
"English mainly” is spoken by 19.7 per cent of suburban households. This is not a large

proportion but nevertheless quite significant.

The significant difference in the language used to the children hetween the two
groups is not surprising. The majority of the Chinatown group (See Table 4.12) do not
speak English at all. Therefore, when talking at home to either the spouses or the children,
the Chinese language will be the only communication tool. In contrast, most people in the
suburban group (75.7%) can speak English fluently or pretty well. At the same time,
considering 65% of the suburban group is between the age of 35-49 years, their children
must be receiving an education in Canada. These children may feel more comfortable
speaking English. Thus, English is more frequently used when speaking to the children than
when speaking to one's spouse. It is expected that the speaking English with the children

will have a positive impact on the parents’ assimilation process.
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Table 5.2 Language Used to the Children at Home

The Chinatown group The suburben group Yotal Sample
Wumber Percentege Mumber _ Percentage Susber  Percentage
English ¢ 0 12 1.9 12 6.6
Only
English 0 /] 18 1.8 18 9.9
Mainly
English and 4 13.8 o7 .1 g 3.2
Chinsse
(each gbout
oqual)
Chinese 5 17.2 33 1.7 38 21.1
Mainly
Chinese 20 .0 22 1%.5 42 2.2
only
Yotal 29 100 182 100 181 100
x'225.21 (recategorized) d.f.=2 significant at .01 level

$.1.2 Dietary Preferences

The respondents were asked to report the frequency of eating western food. As
Table 5.3 shows, the majority (48.8%) eat western food only "occasionally”. There are 26.5
per cent who eat western food frequently. The percentage (8.1%) drops drastically in the
categories of "every meal® and "once a day". In the current research, respondents were not
asked how frequently they eat western food for breakfast, lunch and dinner separately.
However Hurh et al's (1978) research on Korean immigrants in the Chicago area, showed
that western food is eaten most frequently for breakfast and lunch but not for dinner. This
implies that western food has become a necessity rather than a preference, since western
food is easier to prepare. His conclusion is that the traditional Korean food is
predominantly preferred over western food, while western food is utilized for convenience.
From the author’s personal experience, the Chinese also eat western food as a convenience.
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Although neither of the two groups eat western food very often, there is still a
statistically significant difference (x?=20.91, d.f. =2) between them. The suburban group has
a higher proportion (21.1%) that eats western food “frequently” and a lower proportion
(29.3%) of "rarely” than does the Chinatown group. The proportion eating western food
occasionally is quite similar for the two groups. On the whole, the results show the
suburban group are more assimilated than the Chinatown group with respect to their dietary
habits. However, this is only relative to the Chinatown group. In fact, the majority of the
suburban group report they eat western food only "occasionally”. In this sense they are not

considered to be highly assimilated.

Table 53 Respondents’ Frequency of Eating Western Food

The Chinatown group The suburben group Total Sasple
Mumber  Percentege Wunber __ Percentage mber Percentoge
Every Meal 1 2.9 4 2.3 S 2.4
Once a Day 0 0 12 6.8 12 3.7
Frequently 3 a.8 53 29.9 Sé 2.3
Occasionelly 16 7.1 87 49.2 103 48.8
Rarely 1% 41.2 21 11.9 35 16.6
Totatl 34 100 177 100 211 100
x'=20.91 (recategorized) d.f.s2 significant at .01 level
5.1.3 Festivals Celebrated

There are a lot of Chinese traditional holidays and festivals. These include the
Chinese New Year, the Mid-Autumn Festival, the Dragon Boat Festival and the Lantern
Festival. Each festival has its own special food. For example, in the Chinese New Year
people usually make very big feasts containing various dishes which may symbolize happiness
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and money. Although many of these festivals have lost their traditional meanings, for
example, the Dragon Boat Festival was originally in memory of a great poet who lived two
thousand years ago, they have become a part of the symbols of Chinese culture. It is argued

that celebrating these holidays functions as a form of ethnic maintenance.

In the present study, people were asked if they celebrate any Chinese holidays in any
form, such as going out for dinner or Karaoke, inviting friends home, having big feasts
and/or taking part in the activities organized by various Chinese organizations. As Table
S.4 shows, 80.1 percent of the total respondents reported they celebrate Chinese holidays
and festivals. This result shows that the Chinese people in Edmonton still maintain quite
a strong ethnic identity. The two groups are not statistically significantly different (x*=5.90,
d.f.=2) although proportionately more Chinese people in Chinatown (97.1%) celebrate
Chinese holidays than do those in the suburban group (76.8%).

Table 5.4 Chinese Festivals Celebrated

The Chinatoun growp The suburben group Total Sample
Wusber _ Percentage huber _ Percentege tumber Percortege
Yes 3 97.1 136 7.3 160 80.5
No 1 2.9 40 22.7 49 19.3
Total 3% 100 176 100 210 160
x'=5.90 d.f.s2 Insignificant at .01 level
$.14 Chinese Games Played

Different cultures and countries have different kinds of recreational styles. For
example, Chinese people enjoy Mahjong. It is a kind of card game. People usually gamble
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when they play Mahjong. When people of an ethnic group participate in their own games

their ethnic life style is being maintained. In the present study people were asked if they

play any popular Chinese games, such as Mahjong.

Table 5.5 shows that for the whole sample, 7.6 percent of the respondents claimed
that they play Chinese games "frequently”, 27.5 percent claimed "never*, and 30.3 percent
and 34.5 percent claimed that they play Chinese games “occasionally” and “rarely”
respectively.  These results suggest that Chinese games are not an important part of the
life-styles of both the Chinatown group and the suburban group. The two groups do not
differ significantly difference (x*=4.69, df.= 1) in the frequency with which Chinese games
are played. But when comparing the frequency distribution of the two groups,
proportionately more people in the Chinatown group play Chinese games "frequently”
(8.8%) and "occasionally” (47.1%), while proportionately more people in the suburban group

play Chinese games "rarely” or "never".

Table 5.5 Respondents’ Frequency of Playing Chinese Games

The Chinatown group The suburben group Total Sample

Number _Percentage Mumber __ Percentage Mumber _ Percentage
Frequently 3 8.8 13 7.3 1 7.6
Occasionelly 16 47.1 48 ar.1 o 30.3
Rerely 9 26.5 (] 36.2 n 3.6
Never [ 17.6 52 29.4 . ) 0.5
Total 34 100 177 100 21 109

x'o4 .60 (recetegorized) d.f.s1 Insignificant at .0V lewvel
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5.1.5 Frequency of Reading Chinese Newspapers

One area by which to measure the immigrants’ maintenance of ethnic identity is
their use of the ethnic media. In order to avoid bias, for example, some people prefer
reading rather than watching televisior, the questions about exposure to the Chinese media
included several kinds of public media, including newspapers, books/magazines, radio,
television and videos. This section will discuss readership of Chinese newspapers.

As mentioned in Chapter 2, there are three free Chinese community newspapers in
Edmonton. In addition, people can subscribe the National Canadian-Chinese newspaper
and other Chinese newspapers from Hong Kong, Taiwan and mainland China. They also
can get access to the above newspapers in public libraries and Chinese bookstores. Table
5.5 shows that for the whole sample, about half of the respondents read Chinese newspapers
*frequently”, 34.6 per cent read Chinese newspapers "occasionally”, only 10.4 per cent and
9.0 per cent reported they “rarely” or "never” respectively read Chinese newspapers . The
results show that Chinese newspapers play an important part in the lives of the Chinese in

Edmonton.

Table 5.6 Respondents’ Frequency of Reading Chinese Newspapers

The Chinstown group The Suburben group Totsl Sanple
Frogquently 24 70.6 3 41,2 ” 6.0
Occasionel ly ] 8.5 (] 34.7 ¢ ] 34.6
Rarely 1 2.9 ) 1.9 2 10.4
Never 1 2.9 18 10.2 L) J 9.0
Totat 34 100 177 100 m 190

x's3.78 (recategorized) d.f.=\ Insignificant at .01 level
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The two groups are not statistically different (x*=3.78, d.f. = 1) in their frequencies

of reading Chinese newspapers. However, when comparing the frequency distributions some
notable differences between the two groups emerged. The Chinatown group read Chinese
newspapers more frequently than the suburban group. More than ninety per cent (94.1%)
of the Chinatown group reads Chinese newspapers "frequently” and "occasionally” whereas
in the suburban group, aithough these two categories still consist of the majority (77.9%)
of the respondents, quite a proportion (22.1%) ‘“rarely” or "never” reads a Chinese
newspaper. This difference is probably due to the fact that many people who live in
Chinatown are unable to read English and they have to rely on the Chinese newspaper to

get up to date information.

5.1.6 Frequency of Reading Chinese Books / Magazines
Table 5.7 shows that for the whole sample, the most frequently reported response

in reading Chinese books/magazines is the category “occasionally”. The category
"frequently” (23.7%) and “rarely” (23.7%) ranked second equally. Compared with the
frequency reading Chinese newspapers, the frequency reading Chinese hooks/magazines is
generally lower. This may indicate that books/magazines are not as informative and
important as newspapers in the lives of the Chinese in Edmonton. It may also indicate that
the Chinese books/magazines are not as easily obtained as Chincse newspapers. There is
no significant difference (x*=1.65, df.=1) between the two groups. However, the

Chinatown group has a larger proportion (76.5%) in the combined categories “frequently”
and "occasionally” than the suburban group (65.4%). The suburban group has a higher
proportion in the "frequently” (25.4%) category. This may be due to the fact that the
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suburban group has attained a higher educational level and enjoys reading more than the

people who live in Chinatown.

Table 5.7 Res

_The Chinstowh group __Jotsl Seaple
Froguently 5 %.7 45 5.4 %0
Occasfonsl ly 1] 61.8 o7 37.9 »
Rarely 5 1%.7 45 5.4 50 8.7
Never 3 8.8 R 1.8 3

Total % 100 14 100 21 100

x'=1.65 (recategorized) d.¢. Insignificant at .01 level

5.1.7 Frequency of Listening to Chinese Radio

The role of Chinese radio is neither as important as Chinese newspapers in the
Chinese community life nor as important as Chinese books/magazines. Table 5.8 shows that
most of the respondents “rarely” listen to the Chinese radio broadcasts (34.1%), and only
18 percent listen “frequently”. There is a statistically significant difference (x*=1.65
(recategorized). d.f.=1) in the frequency of listenin
groups. The Chinatown group has quite a large proportion (73.6%) who listen to the
half (36.8%) of the suburban group. The above different response rates again illustrates

to Chinese radio between the two

Chinese radio *frequently” and "occasionally”, while these two categories

the difference also illustrate that people who live in Chinatown have deeper Chinese roots
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and are more interested in Chinese music and stories. In this sense, the Chinatown group

has retained its cultural identity more so than the suburban group.

Table 5.8 Respondents’ Frequency of Listening to Chinese Radio

The Chinstown Group The Suburben Group Total Ssmple

Mumber  Percentage Mumber _ Percentage mber __Percentege
Frequently " 2.4 7 15.4 38 1.2
Occasionelly 1% 1.2 38 21.7 s2 26.9
Rarely S 1%.7 (14 38.3 T 3%.4
Never 4 11.8 43 26.6 47 2.3
Total 34 100 75 100 209 100

x'=13.92 (recategorized), d.f.s1 signiticant at .01 level

5.1.8 Frequency of Watching Chinese TV

There is a national Chinese TV station in Canada broadcasting in Chinese everyday.
Most programs are in Cantonese. The programs include news and entertainment programs.
Table 5.9 shows the response pattern for the whole sample is distributed across all
categories unlike the frequencies of reading Chinese newspapers and frequency of reading
Chinese books/magazines. A majority (28.6 per cent) rarely watch Chinese TV. However,
a slightly lower proportion (21.4 per cent) reported that they watch Chinese TV everyday.
Combined with the category “frequently”, the proportion of respondents in these two
categories reaches 37.6 per cent, which is much larger than the proportion (23.7 per cent)
which reads Chinese books/magazines or which listens frequently to the Chinese radio (18.2
per cent). This result shows that Chinese TV is more important in the lives of the Chinese
than Chinese books/magazines and Chinese radio but is less important than Chinese

newspapers.
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The two groups are not significant different (x*=1.40, d.f.=1) in the frequency of
watching Chinese TV. However, some differences can be noted between the two groups.
The respondents in the Chinatown group have a much higher proportion (64.7 per cent)
which watches Chinese TV "everyday” and "frequently” than does the suburban group (32.4
per cent). To the contrary, the suburban group has a higher proportion (42.1 per cent) in
the combined category "rarely” and "never”. These results reaffirm that people who live in
Chinatown rely more on the Chinese media and consequently are less likely to relinquish

their cultural heritage.

Table 5.9 Respondents’ Frequency of Watching Chinese TV

The Chinstown Group The Suburben Grouwp - Tupl ifqiu

Everydey 12 35.3 33 8.8 43 1.4

Frequently 10 2.4 ] 13.6 % %.2

Occasionally 2 5.9 45 5.6 (Y4 2.4

Rerely S 1%.7 1] 31.3 &0 2.6

Never 5 W.7 19 10.8 - S | I

Total 34 100 176 100 210 100
x'#1.40 (recategorized) d.f.=1 Insignificant at .01 level

5.1.9 Frequency of Borrowing/Renting/Purchasing Chinese Videos

The frequency with which Chinese videos are borrowed/rented/purchased is
presented in Table 5.10. "Rarely” (34.1 per cent) ranked as the major category for the whole
sample. "Occasionally” (30.2 per cent) ranked second. The two groups are not significantly
different (x*=4.13, df.= 1). However, this is the first time the Chinatown group h. s a lower
proportion in the combined categories *frequently” and "occasionally” than the suburban
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group. No respondents, in the Chinatown group, fall into the "frequently” category. This

and performances which are popular among young people. The old people whose tastes are
generally in favor of traditional Chinese operas, are not interested in these videos even
though they can afford VCRs. Rather than more "assimilated” than the suburban group, the
people living in Chinatown simply lack an interest in Chinese videos. Instead they use other

kinds of Chinese media more often than do the suburban group.

__The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group . JYotal Sasple
Wumber _ Percentape __Wumber Percentage huber Percentage
Fregantly 0 0 22 12.6 2 10.5
Occasionally a 05 55 n.4 A3 3.2
Rerely " 32.4 3] 3.9 72 . W

Naver 15 &, 37 21.1 52 4.9

Total 34 100 L L+ N 100 09 100

x'#4.13 (recategorized) d.f.=1 Insignificant at .01 level

52 Conmection with Homeland

connection with their homeland. If the immigrants have close association through contacts
with their homeland, it means that psychologically they still belong to the place where they
came from and thus they have not been totally assimilated (Jiobu, 1988),
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To examine their connection with the homeland, the respondents were asked if they
still have relatives in their homeland, how often they contact them and how often they visit

their homeland. The answers are provided in Table 5.11, 5.12 and 5.13.

Table S.11 The Number of People Who Still Have Relatives in the Homeland

__The Chinatown Group The Suburben Growp Jota! Sample

_ Wuwber Parcantage Wmber  Percentage mber Farcontage
Yes 3 100 148 85.1 182 7.5
No o 0 2 _ 14.9 D - _u3
Total 3 _100 174 oo ) 208 100

X test mot applicable (25 per cent of celis with expected frequency iess than § after
recategorization).

Table 5.11 shows that 87.5 per cent of the total respondents still have relatives in
their homeland. x? test is not applicable for this variable. However, it is clear all of the
Chinatown group have relatives in their homeland, whereas fewer, 85.1 per cent, of the
suburban group do. Table 5.12 illustrates that the majority of the respondents (44.9 per
cent) contacted their relatives “occasionally”. The next major category is “frequently” (25.1

per cent). The frequency distributions for the two groups are quite similar and there is no
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Table S.12 Respondents’ Frequency of Contacts With Relatives

The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group _ — Total Semple

Number Parcentage Wumber Potcﬂtggii?::!gbﬂ MML
Frequently 8 3.5 37 5.0 &5 4.7
Occasionally 15 .1 (Y4 45,3 a2 43,1
Rarely 6 17.6 33 22.3 » 21.4
Never s w? 01 7.4 S ¥ 3
Total 3 100 . | 100 — e 1w

¥'#0.02 (recategorized) d.f.o1 Insignificant at .07 level

The majority of the respondents (48.8 per cent) reported they “rarely” visit their
homeland (See Table 5.13). The next major category is "occasionally” (24.6 per cent),
followed by "never® (22.3 per cent). Only a very small proportion (4.2 per cent) claim they
visit their homeland "frequently”. Again there is no statistically significant difference
between the two groups (x3=0.00, d.f.= 1). Those differences in their responses are greatest
in the categories "rarely” and "never®. The suburban group has a higher proportion (59.8
per cent) than the Chinatown group (38.2 per cent) in the category “rarely”. However, the
suburban group (20.3 per cent). Perhaps this is a reflection of the inability of the people
living in Chinatown to afford the trip. Also it may be because most of the family m

of the Chinatown group already live in Canada.
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Table 5.13 Respondents’ Frequency of Visiting Homeland

The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group Total Sawple

freguantly 1 2.9 a 4.5 4 4.3
Occasionally ° 26.5 43 2.3 52 .6
Rorely 13 38.2 90 50.9 103 48.8
Wever I | B © % S 36 20.3 &7 23
Total k7 100 - 100 ;o . )

x'50.00 (recetsgorized) d.f.s1 Inaignificant at .01 Level

53 Maintenance of Ethnic Identity on the Secondary Level
Structural assimilation of the immigrants can be divided into two parts: assimilation

ethnic group has the same occupational distribution and occupational independence as the
host,i.e. not dependent on ethnic employers. Assimilation on the primary level indicates
assimilation in informal social contacts. In this section, ethnic maintenance on the
secondary level will be discussed. The occupational distribution of the Chinese along with
that of Edmontonians was discussed in Chapter 2 using census data. The data shows that
relative to the city population, the Chinese are over-represented in specialized areas such
as technological and related fields and under-represented in managerial areas. The focus

of this section is on the occupational independence
whom do Chinese work, with whom do they work and if they work for themselves are their
customers or clients mainly Chinese? The assumption here is that if a person of an ethnic
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result of discrimination or language barriers, the person will try to confine his/her work in
his/her own group (Gills and Whitchead. 1972). As a consequence, ethnic identity will be

strengthened.

The first question asked about the occupational independence of the respondents
was whether they are self-employed or not. The answers to this question are provided in

Table 5.14.

Table 5.14 Self-Employment Rate of the Respondents

_The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group — . Total Sasple _

Wamber _ bercentege Wmber _ Percentege  Wumber _ Percentepe

self- t 91 28 12.4 » 6.9

Wot self- 10 90.9 133 82.6 "3 6.1
_S=ployed

_Total 11 100.0 18 100.0 s _100.0

:;.t‘i:'t" ‘r::.t' i R{iiili (25 par cent of cells with expected froguency less then 5 after
For the whole sample, among those who are currently employed, 16.9 per cent of

them are self-employed. This percentage is higher than the self-employment rate of 10 per
the Chinese in Edmonton demonstrate to a certain degree occupational independence. The
Chinatown group has a smaller proportion (9.1 per cent) of self-employed people than the
suburban group. However, this does not suggest that the Chinatown group is more
ssimilated than the suburban group. First the sample size is too small. Second, this
question alone cannot provide a single conclusion. Considering their relatively low
educational level and income, the lower self-employment rate of the Chinatown group s
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because of their inability to set up their own businesses. A conclusion can only be made in

relation to other variables.

Among the 29 self-employed respondents, four of them owned restaurants, three
operated real estate companies and three owned grocery stores. Other specified types of
business or service include a medical clinic, building design, publishing, import/export,
advertisement, herb store, automechanics, carpenter, clothing, drafting, cab driver and

daycare.

The ethnic origin of the customers/clients of these self-employed respondents are
presented in Table 5.15. Nearly 65 percent of the respondents’ customers or clients are
mainly non-Chinese. Slightly over ten percent of the respondents’ customers or clients are
mainly Chinese. The significance of these results will be discussed next when the ethnic
origins of the customers/clients of the companies in which the respondents work are

compared.

Mainly Chinese 3 10.7

Chinese and Non-Chinese 7 250
(each about equal)

Mainly Non-Chinese _ 18 64.3
Total 28 100.0

respondents who are not self-employed are provided in Table 5.16, Table 5.17 and Table
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5.18 respectively. Because of the small sample size, the x? test was not used for these

variables.

Table 5.16 Ethnic Origin of the Employers

The Chinatown Grav> __The Suburben Group —Totat Sample
e Mumber _ Percentage _Mmber  Percentage = Wumber  Percemtage
Chinesa 3 30.0 10 1.7 13 9.1 B
Non- 7 70.0 3 9.3 130 0.0
Chinese I —_— ,
Yotsl e 100.0 I

1000 148 100.0_

Table 5.17 Ethnic Origin of Coworkers

both , 7 70.0 75 36.4 2 57.3

_Total 10 100.0 133 1000 w3 100.0

mainly Chinese 1 10.0 3 2.9 4 3.1
Chinsse and 1 10.0 10 8.2 n 8.4
Non-Chinse

(about egquel

rambar)

Reinty Won- (] 0.0 100 ”.3 1% X
Chinese I e
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Table 5.16 shows that among the 143 respondents who are not self-employed, 9.1 per
Thirty

other Chinese for their employment.

Of the 143 respondents, seven people (4.9 per cent) reported that all of their
coworkers are Chinese (Table 5.17). In fact, six out of the seven respondents also have
Chinese employers. Thirty-eight per cent of the 143 respondents reported that the other
employees of the company are non-Chinese and 57.3 per cent reported that the other
employees include both Chinese and non-Chinese. Comparing the two groups, the
Chinatown group has a higher percentage (10.0 per cent) in the "All Chinese® category than
the suburban group (4.5 per cent), while the suburban group has a higher percentage of
*non-Chinese” (39.1 per cent) than the Chinatown group (20.0 per cent). These results also
indicate that the Chinatown group is more restricted to a Chinese work circle while the
suburban group has been able to take advantage of wider opportunities.

Among the 131 respondents who answered the question about ethnic origin of the
customers/clients, 8.4 per cent reported that Chinese and non-Chinese were about equal in
number and 88.5 per cent reported the customers were mainly non-Chinese. The Chinatown
group has a higher percentage in the categories "mainly Chinese” (10.0 per cent) and
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group has a higher proportion of Chinese employers and co-workers. They also imply that
the Chinatown group has a higher proportion working in Chinese-oriented types of

businesses.

Using Table 5.15 and 5.18 the customers/clients’ ethnic origin of the seif-employed
respondents and the companies in which the non-self-employed respondents work can be
compared. Self-employed respondents have a higher proportion of customers/clients in the

This is probably due to self-employed people attracting Chinese customers/clients because

they are Chinese, even though their services are not necessarily Chinese oriented.

In summary, the total sample of Chinese in Edmonton are assimilated on the
secondary level despite the fact that the Chinese have a higher self-employment rate than
Canadians. Most employed people have found jobs with people of other groups. However,
the Chinatown group are more confined to Chinese circle in work than the suburban group.
This result indicate that the suburban group is more assimilated on the secondary level

interaction than the Chinatown group.

54 Maiatenanc
One widely recognized measure of social assimilation is organizational membership.

of Ethaic Identity in Primary Interactions
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degree of social assimilation. Conversely, if a group has a higher proportion attending

associations within the same ethnic circle than another, the former demonstrates a stronger

ethnic identity.

To ascertain the degree to which respondents have retained their ethnic identity,
they were asked if they belong to any voluntary Chinese organizations such as a clan (a kind
of association of people with the same surnames), locality (a kind of association of people
from same region), religious, political or entertainment associations. The results are
provided in Table 5.19. Forty per cent of the total respondents belong to Chinese
organizations. This result is slightly higher than the 35 per cent that are members in
Chinese organizations in Toronto (Lai, 1972). However, it is lower than Korean immigrants
in Chicago. Hurl ef al ’s (1978) research showed that 63.8 per cent of their respondents

belong to Korean organizations.

There is a statistically significant difference (x¥=33.91, df.=1) between the two
Chinatown group belong to a Chinese organization. Only 31.6 per cent of the suburban

group are members of a Chinese organization.

The high proportion of organizational membership of the Chinatown group may be
due to three reasons. First the majority of the Chinatown group are old. Over 70 per cent
of them are above 60 years. Hoyt and Babchuk’s (1981) research showed the aged have a
opportunity to spend their leisure time in various associations. Second, the Chinatown
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group’s ability in English is poor. Over 50 per cent of them do not speak English at all.
Chinese. Third, the Chinatown group are fairly old on arrival in Canada. They have deep
“roots” in their original culture. Besides, many of them may never really get involved in the
Canadian society. Therefore, they are more interested in maintaining their previous way
of life and prefer to communicate with people of their own group. The suburban group's
lower proportion of organizational membership is an indicator of their assimilation.
Wickberg (1982) stated that the post-1967 Chinese immigrants rarely joined the old type of
Chinese organizations because such organizations did not fit their needs and interests. In
left for such activities. In either case, it shows that the suburban group may be more

involved in Canadian society and its affairs rather than the Chinese way of life.

Table 5.19 Respondents’ Membership o

__The Chinatown Growp The Suburben Growp Totel sample
Mesbership  mmber  Percentege 2 I
Y ] 8.9

No 1 12,1 120 2 2 8.3

— —

__Totst 30 100 e w0 200 100

Y'=33.0 d.f.01 Significent at .01 level

Mere membership in an organization does not provide sufficient information on the
degree of involvement in organizational activities. The respondents who belong to Chinese

activities. It is expected that the suburban group may not be as active ir Chinese
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associations as those of the Chinatown group, since the former are busy doing other things
such as spendir 2 most of the time with their children. However, Table 5.20 shows that the
two groups have a similar distribution pattern in the frequency of participation. There is
no statistically significant difference (x* =0.06, d.f. = 1) between the two groups. Both groups
have a majority who participate in their associations’ activities "frequently”. The categories
*frequently” and “occasionally” together contain more than seventy percent of the
respondents in each group. In fact, the suburban group has an even higher proportion in
the categories *frequently” and "occasionally” than the Chinatown group. This is contrary

to our assumption and illustrates that those association n
Chinatown have the same degree of ethnic identity as their counterparts. It also illustrates
that residential dispersal does not prevent people from attending the activities of the

Chinese associations, most of which are located in Chinatown.

Table 520 Respondents’ Frequency of Participation in the Chinese Organizations

The Chinstown Group The Suburben Sroup Total Sampl
Frequently 13 45.0 14 48.2 &0 471
Occesionelly 9 n.2 L n.y ] 2.9
Rerely é 20.2 8 14.3 % 1%.5
Never 1 3.6 2 3.6 3.3

Tetal » 100 6 100 108

x'20.06 (recategorized) d.¢.=0 Inmignificant ot .0V lovel

o ——

$4.2 Presence of Clase Friends
Closely related to organizational participation as a measure of social assimilation is
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with the host society on a secondary level, such as in the work force, while at the same time

solely interacting with friends of his/her own ethnic group—-the primary level.

In the present study, the respondents were asked if their closest friends are all
Chinese, mainly Chinese, each about equal, mainly non-Chinese or all non-Chinese. Table
5.21 shows that there is no statistically significant difference (x2=9.64, d.f.=2) between the
two groups in their response to the question. However, if the frequency distributions are
compared, the differences between the two groups are obvious. The frequency distribution
of the respondents identify all of their friends as Chinese. Another 21.5 percent identify
their friends as "mainly Chinese”. Only 8.8 percent report they have Chinese friends and
non-Chinese friends in about equal numbers. Furthermore, no respondents in this group
identify their friends as "mainly non-Chinese” or "all non-Chinese”. Compared with the
Chinatown group, the responses of the suburban group are more evenly distributed. The
categories "all non-Chinese” and "mainly non-Chinese" contain 4.5 per cent and 6.8 per cent
respectively of the respondents in the suburban group. The category "each about equal”
contains 27.3 per cent of the respondents compared to only 8.8 per cent for the Chinatown
group. On the other hand, the category of "all Chinese® contains only 20.9 per cent of the
whole, the frequency distribution of the suburban group is still weighted towards the Chinese
part of the scale. The categories "mainly Chinese * and “all Chinese” together contain 65
per cent of the respondents.



136
Table S.21 Respondents’ Presence of Close Friends

The Chinatown Group The Suburben Group Total Semple

Wumber Percentage haber Percentage Wumber Percontage
Alt Non-Chinese 0 0 [ ] 4.5 8 3.8
Nainly Non- hinese 0 0 12 6.8 12 .7
Each shout equel 3 8.8 42 23.7 43 4%
Neinly Chinese 8 3.5 7 .1 [ 40.8
ALl Chinese 23 67.6 37 20.9 60 8.4
Total % 100 1144 100 F 1)) 100

x'=9.64 (recategorized) d.f.=2 Insignificant ot .01 lovel

The above differences between the two groups are not difficult to understand. The
Chinatown group are mainly old, retired people who came to Canada in their old-age. They
lack a knowledge of English. They do not work and consequently their social circle is mainly
confined to the ethnic community. On the other hand, the majority of the suburban group
use English "fluently” or "pretty well" (see Table 4.10). They work outside the ethnic
community so that they have more opportunities to interact with people from other groups.
Thus, they have more opportunities to make friends with people in other groups. In
summary, the data above have shown that the suburban group is more assimilated in terms
of informal social networks than the Chinatown group. However, the extent of the
involvements is limited since the majority of the suburban group's closest friends are still
Chinese.

SA3 Attitude Toward Canadians
As mentioned in Chapter 1, the social environment has an important impact on the
immigrants’ degree of assimilation. If the host society is hostile towards the immigrants,
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then the immigrants are more likely to confine themselves to the ethnic community in order
to avoid conflict and consequently ethnic identity is strengthened. Conversely, if the host
society is friendly towards immigrants, the assimilation process is likely to accelerate. In this

generally friendly".

The respondents’ attitudes are divided into five categories, ranked from “strongly
agree” (1) to "strongly disagree® (5). The results are presented in Table 522, The mean
score for the total sample is 2.1, showing that these immigrants feel Canadians are generally
friendly. The means are 2.02 for the Chinatown group and 2.11 for the suburhan group.
This indicates the Chinatown group feels Canadians are more friendly than the suburhan
group does. At first sight, this result seems unreasonable. Since the Chinatown group has
less interaction with members of other groups, they should have more prejudice towards
Canadians. One plausible explanation seems to be that the people who live in Chinatown
may not have experienced the same psychological deprivation as the suburban group. It is

occupations may not be as prestigious as what they have been used to. Thus they may feel
frustrated and this generates “hatred” towards the host society (Hurh ef al, 1978). Most of
the people who live in Chinatown do not work. They still live in the Chinese community
and thus they do not feel threatened by discrimination. On the surface Canadians may be
more polite towards the aged in everyday matters than people were in their home country.
Therefore, the Chinatown group tends to feel the Canadians more friendly than does the

suburban group.



Table $.22 Respondents’ Attitude Towards Canadians

____Total Sample

The Chinatown Group The Suburben Grouwp
Number  Percentage Number nrugi_ Number }jfu
1 9 26.5 & 26.9 53 4.9
2 16 &7 76 42.9 92 42.9
3 8 23.5 52 29.4 &0 0.4
4 1 2.9 3 1.7 4 1.7
H 0 0 2 1.1 2 1.1
Total 34 100 177 100 _m 100

5.5 Discussion and Summary

The major objective of this chapter was to determine whether the suburban group
maintained a lesser degree of ethnic identity than the Chinatown group. Four areas of
ethnic maintenance were examined. They were: ethnic maintenance in cultural aspects,
connection with the homeland, ethnic maintenance on the secondary level and ethnic
maintenance in primary interactions. The results were too complicated to make a simple
conclusion. Except for "ethnic maintenance on the secondafy level” and the two variables
"relatives in the homeland® and "contacts with them”, x? test were applied. There are no

the two groups have the same degree of ethnic identity, at least as far as these variables are

concerned.

Tlanguage used to children®, “frequency of eating western food”, “membership of Chinese
organizations® and “frequency of listening to Chinese radios”. Further examination of the
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frequency distributions of the t 0 groups on the above four variables showed that the
suburban group are more assimilated than the Chinatown group. In addition, those
variables in which there are no statistically significant differences between the two groups
and in the variables where x? tests were not applied, it was found that the responses of the
Chinatown group are always more weighted toward the Chinese part of the scales than the
suburban groups. The exception is their "attitudes towards Canadians®. These results again
suggest, although tentatively, that the suburban group has been prepared to adopt a variety

of features of the Canadian culture.

The findings in this chapter also suggest that a strong ethnic identity persists among
the Chinese immigrants no matter whether they live in an ethnic cluster or not. Both
groups maintained Chinese life-styles although the degree of maintenance is stronger for the

Chinatown group than the suburban group.

To summarize all the above findings of this chapter, both the Chinatown group and
the suburban group maintained a high degree of ethnic identity. The suburban group were
slightly less ethnically oriented and thus more assimilated than the Chinatown group. How
does this conclusion say about the hypothesis that ethnic residential dispersal is assaciated

with a diminution of ethnic identity? The result that both groups maintain a high degree

that a viable ethnic community without neighborhood. People who live dispersed all over

the city can still use ethnic languages, celebrate ethnic holidays, use ethnic media and

interact with friends of their own group. In this respect, Driedger and Church's (19%4)
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Second, the result that the suburban group is slightly less ethnically oriented than the
Chinatown group suggests that there is some relationship between ethnic residential

and direct as

dispersal and assimilation although this relationship may not be as simple
previous studies suggested. The results of Chapter 4 indicated that residential dispersal may
be mainly caused by life-cycle stage factor which has nothing to do with assimilation. It is
also because of their stages in the life-cycle that the suburban group are more "exposed” to
the Canadian society. For example, they have to talk with the teachers about their
children’s school performance; they have to read Canadian newspapers in order to learn
about the economic situation. All these will make the suburban group adopt the Canadian
way of lives and in this process they become more assimilated without necessarily lose their
own culture. In other words, residential dispersal will have some impact on the immigrants’
assimilation. However, this impact is not a short-term and an obvious one, and it does not

necessarily cause a diminution of ethnic identity.

In conclusion, both groups maintained a strong ethnic identity. The suburban group
that ethnic residential dispersa

identity and second, that the suburban group is more involved in Canadian society and thus
has a greater potential to assimilate. Although only in four out of the 1S variabies x* tests
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living in the suburbs seem more prepared to move towards assimilation. How far, or to
what extent, they will progress is not known from the analysis. However, one thing is
certain, people living in the suburbs are more ready to adapt to the Canadian way of life.
Their demographic profiles suggest they people have been “forced” to expose themselves to
Canadian society. Opposed to this, the Chinatown group will stay much as they are now,
as people living in Chinatown are old, without much involvement with the host society and
with little knowledge of English.
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Chapter 6. Conclusions

The major objective of the study was to examine the relationship between ethnic
residential segregation/dispersal and the maintenance of ethnic identity. Specifically, the
goal was to test whether ethnic residential dispersal is associated with a diminished ethnic
identity. In order to achieve this purpose, a case study was conducted of the Chinese in
Edmonton. The Chinese were divided into two groups - the Chinatown group which live
city. If the assumption that ethnic residential dispersal is associated with a diminished
ethnic identity is correct, the suburban group was expected to be less ethnically oriented

than the Chinatown group. For a better understanding of this issue, how the two groups
perceive the relative importance of some residential locational factors was examined first.

This provided some insight into the reasons for residential differentiation within the ethnic

study was to establish the degree of ethnic identity maintained by each group. This was
accomplished by examining ethnic maintenance in language, eating, entertainment, work

related areas and the social network. The research findings are summarized below.

6.1 Summary of Findings
indirectly by general accessibility to other parts of the city, pleasant neighborhood,
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closeness to workplace and closeness to children’s school) and socioeconomic status
(indicated indirectly by ability to rent or pay off a mortgage) played very important
roles in people’s residential locational choices. The most important thing for both
groups when they chose their present dwelling was to try to adjust their housing
needs within their limited financial resources. The fact that first priority of the

Chinatown group was the locational factor "general accessibility to the other parts

neighborhood” indicated that the two groups were in the different stages of the life-
cycle. Because stage in the life<cycle played such important role in people’s
residential locational choices, spatial dispersal of an ethnic group as a measure of
assimilation, is not sufficient. On the other hand, the Chinatown group had a
tendency to seek ethnic propinquity while the suburban group did not. This result
indicates that ethnic factor, closeness to friends and/or relatives, is an important

reason for residential segregation.

Further examination of the two groups’ socio-demographic characteristics in terms
of life-cycle, socioeconomic status and assimilation status (specifically their abilities
in English and Chinese) demonstrated that the Chinatown group are okd, retired and
have passed the child-rearing siage of the lifecycle. The suburban group are
ing and child-rearing stages of the lifecycle. In

younger and in the child-
Canada and with hardly any knowledge of English. Their old age and difficulty with
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Other socio-demographic findings showed the majority of respondents’ spouses were
Chinese. This will have a negative impact on the assimilation process. The average
years resident in Canada for both groups was slightly under twenty years and the
impact of length of residence on assimilation depends on whether the respondents
are involved in the Canadian society or not. The suburban group was better
educated and better off economically than the Chinatown group which suggests that
the suburban group has a greater potential to be assimilated than the Chinatown

group.

The socio-demographic profiles obtained for the Chinese in Edmonton,
especially Chinese living in Chinatown, are similar to what Nann (1970) obtained for the
Chinese in Vancouver in several ways. However, there are some differences between the
two. Nann’s study was conducted more than twenty years ago when post-1967 immigration
had not been long in effect. Our data for the Chinatown group are biased towards the
people who live in the Elders’ Mansion. One of the prominent differences between the
people living in Chinatown in Vancouver and those in the Edmonton’s Chinatown is that
in the former there are a lot more respondents under the age of 18 when they arrived in
Canada despite the fact that both groups consist of high percentages of old people. This
fact indicates that the old people in the Vancouver Chinatown are mainly remnants of the
pre-1923 generation of the Chinese immigrants. The old people in the Edmonton
Chinatown today arrived under the family classification after the Second World War.
Another prominent difference is that the educational level of the people in Edmonton’s
Chinatown is a lot higher than those in the Vancouver Chinatown. This result shows that
the educational level of the Chinese immigrants is increasing over time.
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The Chinatown group and the suburban group did not have significant differences
in most of the areas examined to establish the extent to which they had maintained
their ethnic identity. These areas included: "language used to spouse®, "whether
celebrating Chinese holidays™, "frequency of playing Chinese games”, "frequency of
reading Chinese newspaper”, *frequency of reading Chinese books/magazines®,
"frequency of watching Chinese TV", "frequency of visiting homeland”, *frequency of
participating the activities of Chinese organizations® and "ethnic origin of close
friends". On the other hand, the two groups do have statistically significant
differences in "language used to children”, *frequency of eating western food",
*frequency of listening to Chinese radio” and "membership of Chinese organizations®.
Further examination of the frequency distributions of the two groups on these above
four variables showed that the suburban group have adapted more Canadian ways
than the Chinatown group. In addition, for those variables in which there were no
statistically significant differences between the two groups and where x? testing was
not applied, it was found that the responses of the Chinatown group were always
weighted more towards the Chinese part of the scale than the suburban group.

A strong ethnic identity persists among the Chinese immigrants in Edmonton no
matter whether or not they live in an ethnic cluster. Ethnic identity is expresscd as
the tendency to cling to the Chinese ways of lives in language used at home, esting,
entertainment and the social network. Both groups maintained the Chinese life-style
although the Chinatown group has maintained its ethnic identity more than the
suburban group. The high degree of institutional completeness of the Chinese in
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Edmonton (especially their dispersed restaurants which serve a residentially
dispersed people) and their racial and cultural distinctiveness, all promote the

persistence of a strong Chinese ethnic identity.

S. The result that both the Chinatown group and the suburban group retained a high
degree of ethnic identity indicated that ethnic residential dispersal does not prevent
people from maintaining their ethnic life-styles. The result that the suburban group
was slightly less ethnically oriented, and thus more assimilated, than the Chinatown
group indicated that residentially dispersed people appear to be on the path towards
assimilation. They are more "exposed” and involved in the Canadian society through
force of circumstances. For instance, they have to pay bills and talk with teachers
about their children’s school performance. To what extent this assimilation will
reach need longitudinal study and beyond the scope of the thesis. However it is
certain that the suburban group has strong demographic potential to move on

towards assimilation while the Chinatown group will stay much as they are now.

To summarize the whole thesis, the general goal of the present study was to examine
the relationship between ethnic residential segregation and assimilation. The conception
adopted in this thesis is not a causal relationship. Little attempt was made to determine
whether assimilation is a cause or effect of ethnic residential segregation. Rather, the thesis
focused on whether, and to what extent, ethnic residential segregation is associated with
assimilation. The research findings summarized above showed that there is some
relationship between the two in the sense that the suburban group is slightly less ethnically
oriented than the Chinatown group. However, at the present stage we cannot determine
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whether residential location is the cause of the suburban group's higher degree of
assimilation. Perhaps residential location’s effect on assimilation is superficial. As we also
summarized above, the suburban group is very different from the Chinatown group in terms
of their socio-demographic profiles. The suburban group, which consisted mainly of young
and educated people from Hong Kong, has already been more westernized than the

Chinatown group before they set foot in Canada and therefore its potential to assimilate was

accurate way of explaining the different degree of assimilation than the impact of
residential location. In addition our findings suggest that the socio-demographic
characteristics of the two groups are responsible for the different residential locational
choices. Because of the importance of the socio-demographic variables in this area of study,
more detailed studies should be conducted on how the age, age upon arrival in the host
society, education and knowledge of English affect people’s residential locational choices and

assimilation.

6.2 Limitations of the Study

The study was designed to compare ethnic maintenance of the two Chinese groups
in Edmonton - the Chinatown group and the suburban group. Due to language bartier and
financial restrictions, a snowball sampling method, a non-probability procedure, was used
to sample the Chinatown group. Thus, data quality is reduced compared with probability
sampling. The results have to be examined with a degree of caution and are suggestive only.
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There are also some weaknesses in the questionnaire. A part of the study was to
examine whether life-cycle stage has an impact on ethnic residential locational choices. Due
to a serious concern about the length of the questionnaire, the variables indicating life-cycle
stage directly or indirectly in the questionnaire included only "age and marriage status® of
the respondents, "general accessibility to other parts of the city”, "pleasant neighborhood”,
"closeness to workplace” and “closeness to children’s school®. Questions on "age of the
children” which may have helped more fully understand the impact of the life-cycle stage

on residential locational choices, were neglected.

The questions about maintenance of ethnic identity mainly included questions about
ethnic life-styles and social interaction. Questions about attitudes towards ethnic norms,
such as "a son should live with his parents even after he is married®, were not asked. In
future research, such questions about attitudes towards ethnic norms should be added.
Assimilation not only includes changes in behavior but also includes changes in attitudes and
ideology and this aspect, although difficult to isolate and measure, should be examined in

some detail in future work on assimilation.

63 Suggestions for Future Research
In addition to the above shortcomings requiring further examination, the following

issues are also worthy of future research.

| B The present study examined ethnic maintenance of the first generation Chinese
immigrants and found a strong ethnic identity persists among these people. Whether
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or not this will continue in subsequent generations and how cthnic identity is
perpetuated to in second and third generation Chinese needs further study in the
future. This will require longitudinal approaches which may be difficult to

implement given the reluctance on the part of the Chinese to respond to this survey.

In the present study, the relationship between ethnic residential
segregation/dispersal and maintenance of ethnic identity was examined. We drew
the conclusion that ethnic residential dispersal does not necessarily prevent people
from maintaining their ethnic identity. However, we do not know whether people
living dispersed are more "assimilated® than the people living clustered in terms of
*using English media”. “attitudes towards western value system® and “social
interaction with non-Chinese”. "Assimilation” and *maintenance of ethnic identity”

are like two sides of the same coin. Both are important for understanding theories

keeping their own culture and identity. This kind of research will provide a full
knowledge of the general process of how immigrants adapt to the host society. The

same type of study should also be conducted with other ethnic groups.

The findings of the present study raised the question that if ethnic residential
dispersal does not necessarily cause people to loose their ethnic identity, why some

order to maintain their ethnic identity? Ethnic religion has been suggested
tentatively as a factor for this voluntary type of suburban segregation (Driedger,
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1989; Agdcs, 1981). Further study should be undertaken to establish the factors that

shape suburban ethnic residential patterns.

In Figure 2.3 we showed the presence of localized concentrations of Chinese
households in several Edmonton peripheral suburbs, namely Millwoods and Castle
Downs. The tendency towards spatial propinquity with friends/relatives was not
found within this outer-suburban group. The same results were also found for South
Asians in Edmonton (Khatun, 1984). The reasons for this peripheral concentration

are not clear. From our findings it might tentatively be suggested that the

Chinese immigrants. Research should be conducted in this area in the future.
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Appendix A Codebook of Variables Used for x* Test in Data Analysis

Variable Name Description of the Variable

Agecome

How old were you when you
arrived in Canada?

How old arc you now?

Plcasc indicatc your
attitudes towards the
statcment "Canadians
are gencrally friendly”.

Docs your family cclebrate
any Chincsc holidays?

In which language(s) do the
parcats speak to the
children in your family?

Are you a member of any
volustary Chiacsc
organizations?

Original Coding Scheme

1=0-4 years

2=5-9 years
3=10-14 years
4=15-19 years
5=40-49 ycars
6=50-59 ycars
7=60-69 years
8=70 years and over

1=20-24 ycars
2=25-29 years
3=30-34 years
4=35-39 ycars
5=40-49 years
6=50-59 years
7=60-69 ycars
8=70 years and over

1=strongly agrec
2=agree

3=somecwhere in between
4 = disagree

S = strongly disagree

1=yes
2=no

I-Eldifllod.y
2=Englsih mainly
3=English and Chincsc
‘.c. ,r'ii!
§=Chincse only

1=yes
2=n0

_

1=0-14 years
2=15-29 years
3=30-49 ycars

1=20-34 years
2=35-59 years



Variable Name Description of the Variable

Do you play any popular

Chinesc games?

How well do you read
Chinese?

How well do you speak
Chinesc?

How many years of Chinese

How well do you write
Chinese?

status (no mattcr English
or Chinesc)

Indicaic your employment
siatus

Original Coding Scheme

1=frequently
2= occasionally
I=rarcly
4=ncver

1=fluently
2=pretty well
3=cnough to get by
4=not at all

1={lycntly

2= pretty well

3=enough to be understood
by others

1=fluently

2=pretty well

3=cnough to be understond
by othcrs

4=not at all
all

l-*ayuplﬂed universily or

159
1=frequestly or
oceasionally

2= rarclyor never

1=Mluently or
pretty well
2=cnough to get
by or mot at all

1=fucntly or prosy
well

2=enough to be
understood by
others or not o
all

1=0-3 years
2=6-10 years
3=11 yoars and o0ex
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Variable Name Description of the Variable Original Coding Scheme Recoding Scheme

Eagread How well do you read 1=fluently 1=fiucntly or prety
English? 2= pretty well well

3=cnough to get by 2=cnough to get

4=not o all by or sot at all

Engsay How well do you speak 1=fluently 1=fucntly or pregty
English? 2=pretty well wel
3=cnough to be understood by 2=enough to be
others watood by others
4=not at all or sot at all

Engachol How many ycars of English 1=none 1=nome
schooling did you finish? 2=1-5 years 2=6-10 years
3=6-10 years 3=11 yeors s Oex
4=11 years and over

Eagwrite How well do write English? 1=fluently 1=fluently or
2= pretty well protty well
3=cnough to be understood by  2=caough to be
4=not at all others or not

Frebesks How oficn do you read Chinese -freqm:nlly 1=frequently or
3-r-=ly 2=rarclyorsever

4=never

Frepaper How ofica do you read Chinese 1=frequently 1=froquently or
mcwipapers? 2= occasionally _ occasionally
3=rarcly 2=raselyorncver

4=never

Frepartl How oftea do yow participste 1 =frequeatly 1= froquently or
in activities of your 2= occasionally occasionally
organizations? 3=rarcly 2=rarclyor asver

4=pever



Variable Name Description of the Variable

Freradio

FreTV

Frevideo

Frevisht

Friend

How ofien do you listen to
Chincsc radio programs?

How often do you watch
Chinese TV programs?

How often do you borrow/
rent/purchase Chinese videos?

Are your closet friends (to
whom you would like to tell

your personal problems)
Chincse or Nno-Chincse?

Indicate the approximate income 1= under $10,000

dmbmhﬂ(-dud:lll

2=$10,000-24,999
3= $25,000-49,999
4= 350,000 and over

How loag have you beca staying 1= 1-4 years

in Canada?

2=59 years

3= 10-14 years
4=15-19 years
5=20-29 years
6=30 years and over

lmnlly or
2-i':l’"?lyo,rmr

1= frequently or
e

lgfmqpeﬂlyui

2= rarclyor mever

1=1-9 yoans
2=10-19 yeans
3= yun and oy



Variable Namc Description of the Variable

Marriage

Speueri

Westfeod

Indicate your marriage status.

Do you still have relatives in
cither China or Hong Kong or
both?

Is your spousc of Chinese
origin?

In which language(s) do you
spcak to your spousc?

How ofiea does your family eat
westicran food at home?

Original Coding Scheme

1=singic

2=marricd (including scparared)

3=divorced
4 = widowed

1=yes
2=n0

1=yes
2=no
3=mixturc

I-Eulifll only

2= Englsih mainly
3=Eaglish and Chinese
4= Chinesc mainly
$=Chinese only

1=every meal
2=once a day
3=frequently

4 = occasionally
S=rarcly

162
No Recoding

No Recoding
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Appendix B. The Survey Questionnaire (English Version)

The first group of questions in this section are about the langunge or languages uee dally.
Plense tick (') enly ONE answer to each quesiion. Y

1. How well do you speak Chincsc?

[ ] Fluemly

[ ] Enough to be understood by others
[ ) Notaal

2.H
[
[
[
(

weﬂdnynnmidchnc:t‘?

Fn‘.ﬂy uell

Enough to get by

ow
} Fluest
|
] Not a all

3. How well do you write Chinesc?

] Pluently

] Pretty well

] Enough to be understood by others
]

Not s all

Pretty well
Enough to be understood by others
Not at all
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7. In which language(s) do you speak to your spouse? (If you do not have a spouse, please go to

Question 9)

[ | English only

{ | English mainly

| ] English and Chinese

| 1 :_:"——:’-_ﬁi:n_in!y

[ | Chinese only -

8. In which language(s) do the parents speak to the children in your family? (If you do not have
children, please go to Question 9)

[ | English only

[ ] Englth mainty

[ | English and Chinesc

| } Chinesc mainly

[ ] Chincse only

9. How many ycars of Chinese schooling did you finish? Pleasc specify pum

____year(s)

Jnnnl m:lud:lhm:y:anmwhthnghshmlnqhnafmgnhﬂgﬂg:)
year(s)

New | weuld like you to answer a couple of questions sbout the feod you est and the steres you wse.

11. How often does your family eat Western food at home?

l
|
l
|
|

12. Where docs your family buy Chinese food and groceries? (Nete: for this questionnaire, Chinatown
is defincd as the block arca bounded by 97 Street on the west, 95 Street on the cast, Jasper Avense to
the south, and 107 Avenuc (0 the north),

In Chiastown only

In Chinatown mainly

| Equally in Chiastown or outside Chinstown
] Outside Chinatown maialy

Outside Chinatown oaly

Never
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Qilationi 13-—11 deal with your participation in the Chinese community and ysur connections with

mpmzed hy various Chinese nrpmzalm)"
[ ])Yes | ) No

14. Do you play any popular Chinese games (such as Mahjong)?

| ] Frequently

[ ] Occasionally

[ ]Rarcly

[ ] Never
15. Are you a member of any voluntary Chincse organizations (such as clan, locality, religious, political
or cntertainment associations)?

| ) Yes [ ] No (Please go 1o Question 16)

L————— How oftcn do you participate in activitics of your organization(s)?
| | Frequently
[ ] Occasionally
{ ] Rarely
|

] Never

16. Do you still have relatives in cither China or Hong Kong or both?
{ ] Yes [ ) No (Picasc go to Question 17)
|

L———— How often arc you in contact with them?

17. How often do you visit China or Hong Kong?
[ ] More than once a year

[ ]Once a year

{ ] Occasionally
{

lquneitly
m
] Rarely

) Never




19, How often do you read Chinese language magazines/books?
[ ] Frequently
| | Occasionally
| ] Rarcly
| ] Never

|} Frequently

[ ] Occasionally
| ) Rarely

[ | Never

2). Do you watch Chincse language programs on TV?
| | Everyday
| ) Frequently
[ ] Occasionally
| ] Rarciy
[ ] Newer

22. Do you borrow/rent/purchase any Chinese language videos?
| | Frequently
| ) Occasionally
| | Rarely
| ) Never

Questions 23---24 ask you about your social participation.

23, Are your closcst fricnds (to whom you would like to tell your personal problems) Chinese or Noa-
Chincse?

| )} Non-Chinese

[ ) Mainly non-Chinese

| ] Each about cqual numbers

[ ) Mainly Chinese

[ ) All Chincse
24. Pleasc indicate (v ) the space which corresponds to your attitude lowards the statement "Canadinns

strongly = ] strongly
agree * disagree

25, Youwr employment status is
[ | Employed (Picasc go to the next question)
| ] Unemployed (Please go to



26. Are you self-employed?
[ ]Yes [ INo

26(a). Customers of you or your 26(c). Owmer of your company or your
company are cmployer is
{ ) Mainly Chinese [ ] Chinese
[ ] Chinese & Non-Chinesc | ] Non-Chinese
(each about equal)
[ ] Mainly Non-Chinese 26(d). Other emplovees are
| ] Chinese
26(b). What kind of business do you [ ] Non-Chinese
provide? Pleasc specify. | ] Both

26(c). Customers of your eompany arc (if applicable)
[ ] Mainly Chinese
| |} Chinese & Non-Chinese
(cach about cqual)
| ] Mainly Non-Chincse

27. The location of your employment is (Please give the interscction of the avenuc/street nearest (o
where you work),
_Avenue/_____ Streel

1. How many times have you changed your address in Edmonton?
[ ) Once
[ ] Twice
[ ] Three times
| ]} More than three times

2. Pleasc give details about your presceat and your last two dwelling places in Edmonton (Start with the
present onc)

Typt.‘ Tenure
(H/A/C/T/Q) | (ownced/rented)
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3. There arc a number of factors which determine why you live in the place where you live now. How
important are cach of the following to you (Circle one number for each factor).

Of Great Of Some Of No
Importance Importance impownce

it has cnough living space 1 2 3 4 ]
We can afford the rent/mortgage 1 2 3 4 s
It has casy access o other parts of the city.............. 1 2 3 4 .
It is closc to work | 2 3 4 5
It is close to the children’s school 1 2 3 4 5
1t is ncar fricnds and/or relatives........cvvcnrienseinnes 1 2 3 4 5
It is in a plcasant ncighborhood.................ccorencnemnans 1 2 3 4 5

Other(s). Plcase specify .

111, Personal Information

1. How old were you when you arrived in Canada? Please specify,
years of age

2. How old arc you now? Plcasc specify.

years of age
3. Which country did you last reside in before coming to Canada? Please specify.

Country

4. Your immigration status is
| ] Permancnt Resident
{ ) Citizem
| ] Other

5. What is your scx?
| ] Malk [ ) Femake

6. Marriage status 7
[ ] Singic [ ) Marricd [ ] Divorced
[ ) Widowed
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7. Is your spousec of Chinese origin? (If you do not have a spousc, Plcase go to Question 8).
[ ) Yes [ )No [ ) Mixture

8. Number of children you have
[ Jmone [ ]1 [ ]2
[ )3 | 14 and over

9. Your education status ( No matter whether English or Chinese)
[ ] Completed University or College
| ] Some University or College
[ ] Completed high school
[ ]} Some high school
[ ] Elementary
10.The approximate income of your houschold (Plcasc include all sources)
[ ] Under $10,000
[ ] $10,000--24,995
[ ] $25,000--49,999
{ ] 850,000 and over

Many thanks for your help!
Remember, do not sign your name,
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Appendix A The Survey Questionnaire (Chinese Version)
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Appendix D. The Covering Letter

May 1992

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am a graduate student studying Geography at the University of Alberta. As
part of my graduate research, I am conducting a survey into the social and economic
differences of the Chinese at different locations in Edmonton. The general purpose
of this research is to find out if people living in different parts of the city behave
differently and whether this has anything to do with the extent they have maintained
the Chinese culture in adapting to the host mety So far very little is known about
these issues and your information will be very important in helping understand them.

The mformatlon you gwe is fully mnﬁdenua! No g(wcmmcnl agency is

can never be ldenuf' ed.

Please let the major wage carner in your family fill out the questionnaire. If
you require further information regarding the questionnaire, please do not hesitate
to contact me at 432-0951 or 492-5626. You can also contact my supervisor
Dr.Fairbairn at 492-0343.

Thank you very much for your participation.

Sincerely,

Jane-Qing Fang



