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1.
Bodleian 
Library, 
Oxford 
University



Bodleian 
Library

Divinities 
School
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Bodleian 
Library
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Christ 
Church 
Library, 
Oxford 
University
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2.
National Art 
Library at the 
V&A
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National 
Art 
Library



3.
KEW 
GARDENS

10



11

Examples of 18th century 
botanical illustrations

Kew Library



Illustrated letters from 
Marianne North, 
4 November, 1883

Kew Library



First edition of 
Marianne North’s 
memoir, Recollections 
of a Happy Life

Kew Library



4.
BRITISH 
LIBRARY
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Inside one of the British 
Library’s Reading Rooms



John 
Snow
& information 
visualization
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10
days

500
meters square

500
deaths

London, 
1854
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“The Broad Street Pump Print” 
by K. Baczynski 

at Gosh! Comics, London
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King’s College London 

The Foyle Special 
Collections Library, 
Maughan Library



Horwood’s (1792-1799) 
map of London.

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)
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King’s College London 

The Foyle Special 
Collections Library, 
Maughan Library
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One of Nightingale’s 
(1859) images (diagram 
2).

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)



One of Farr’s (1852) 
plates, unfolded (plate 3).

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)  
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Close-up of Snow’s 
(1855) water supply map 
(map 2).  

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)



“
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Expunge the blue wedges, 

and within what insignificant bounds 
would not that great calamity have 

shrunk!  
(Nightingale, 1859, p. 8)
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Photograph of Snow’s 
(1855) cholera map 
(map 1).  

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)
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Photograph of Snow’s 
(1855) cholera map 
(map 1).  

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)



Close-up of Farr’s (1852) 
“Diagram representing 
the deaths from cholera 
and diarrhea on each day 
of the year 1849”
(plate 2). 

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)
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Photograph of Snow’s 
(1855) cholera map 
(map 1).

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)



“
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... features that stand out because they are not as 
expected: … the distribution of deaths from cholera 

did not match the expected distribution according to 
population density

(de Mast & Kemper, 2009, p. 339-340)
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Snow (1855) 
emphasizes that cholera 
does not discriminate 
based on wealth (p. 48).  

(Photograph taken at 
King’s College London 
with the kind permission 
of the librarians at the 
Foyle Special Collections 
Library.)
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Screenshot of app 
MapMyRun after running 
the “Ghost Map.”  
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Stack, by Cragg (1975).  
Photograph taken at the 
Tate Modern.
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https://www.penguinran
domhouse.ca/books/455
605/london-the-informat
ion-capital-by-james-che
shire-oliver-uberti/97801
41978796



How 18th c. Theatre 
shaped 21st c. 

Libraries



Why 18th c. London?

In the parts of the word shaped by the 
British Empire, the eighteenth century 

marks the beginning of the Modern era.

In the eighteenth century, London was 
emerging as one of the first modern cities: 
● By 1700, London had a population of 

over 500,000
● In 1740, as many as one million 

residents were literate
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The Beggar’s 
Opera (1728) 
by John Gay
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Licensing Act of 1737



Culture of 
Censorship



Impacts of 
the Licensing 
Act

1. Revival of Shakespeare 
2. Development of other, potentially more 

subversive, genres such as the novel
3. Development of new forms of theatre such as 

stand-up comedy



How 18th c. Theatre 
shaped 21st c. 

Libraries
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Making 
funding 

decisions

Finding 
storage

Connecting 
to patrons

Staying on 
top of trends

Common 
concerns

LIS 
CULTURE in 
the UK



How do you fund 
your institution?  

Do you accept 
funding if there are 
strings attached?

48

Making 
funding 

decisions
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Making 
funding 

decisions

A section of the Harwell Dekatron Computer - completed in 1950 (oldest remaining working computer)

The National Computing 
Museum

Retain control



The National Computing 
Museum

Retain control
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Making 
funding 

decisions



Bletchley Park

Take the money
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Making 
funding 

decisions



Bletchley Park

Take the money
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Making 
funding 

decisions



Bletchley Park

Take the money

53

Making 
funding 

decisions
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Finding 
storage

What do you do when 
your collection grows 
too large for your 
space?
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Finding 
storage

Caird Library & Archive - 
National Maritime Museum

Store your collection off-site - 
in Newfoundland!



56

Finding 
storage

V & A Art Library

Forget Dewey.  Arrange 
books by height!
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Connecting 
to patrons

How do you attract 
and engage new 
patrons?



Royal Geographic Society

Revisit your collection with 
new eyes:  ex. “Hidden 
histories of exploration”
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Connecting 
to patrons



Lindisfarne & British Library

Digitize artifacts to which you 
must limit access: 

ex. The Lindisfarne Gospels
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Connecting 
to patrons



Lindisfarne & British Library

Digitize artifacts to which you 
must limit access: 

ex. The Lindisfarne Gospels
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Connecting 
to patrons



Lindisfarne & British Library

Digitize artifacts to which you 
must limit access: 

ex. The Lindisfarne Gospels
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Connecting to 
patrons



Lindisfarne & British Library

Digitize artifacts to which you 
must limit access: 

ex. The Lindisfarne Gospels

62

Connecting to 
patrons
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Staying on 
top of trends

What’s everyone else 
up to, and how should 
that impact our own 
practice?
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Staying on 
top of trends

King’s College

Use the collection to teach.

German bible dating from 1494, used when teaching undergraduate students studying the Reformation
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Staying on 
top of trends

Middle Temple Law Library

Keep abreast of changes in 
policy around the globe.

The Right Hon. Viscount Kilmuir, The 
Lord High Chancellor (1954-1962)
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Staying on 
top of trends

Middle Temple Law Library

Keep abreast of changes in 
policy around the globe.
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Making 
funding 

decisions

Finding 
storage

Connecting 
to patrons

Staying on 
top of trends

Common 
concerns

LIS 
CULTURE in 
the UK
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Christ Church, Oxford 
University 

EMBRACING 
OPPORTUNITY

● Expand your 
perspective

● Insider access

● Meet new 
people



Thank You!

Please feel free to contact us

Jessica: frechett@ualberta.ca
Caitlin: cratclif@ualberta.ca 
Deborah: schamuhn@ualberta.ca 
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