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O . o _ . ,
The INTRODUCTwh &%imw Yth a short skdteh of the

Receptlon of Hermann Hesse in the United States and ldentl-,f

fies the groups whlch received ‘Hesse. Subsequen ly, a- brlef

outllne of the theorles of receptlon is given ﬁ ith empha81s

actors are 1nvolved in the: receptlve chcess and

applledéto the receptlon of Hermann Hesse;

] .
: TER I summarlzes the events of the HessL reception

ﬂln the Unlted States from its meager beglnnlng 1n 1946,to its
tumultuous conclus1on in 1976 Empha31s is placed on. the

progress10n of the Hesse receptlon from the crlthS to the

/é/unter—culture 'w1th partlcular attention glven to the o
. /latter group because thelr acceptance of Hesse/s works was

| / unexpected and of great 1mpact /

- CHAPTER II examlnes the groups Whlch received Hesse s
works. Empha51s on the 'Beat and,the counterg ulture'and
their particular beliefs~and philosophies are e amined .
t'Identlfled are those concepts Whlch separated hese groups

',from the malnstream of Amerlcan soclety .In ddition, the'
" tlmes during whlch these groﬁps emerged and flourlshed are‘
dlscussed ' r ,L.: B . B -; ,/

CHAPTER ITII. focuses on the. ldéntlflcatlon of the groups
.whlch recelved.Hesse w1th the characters and concepts w1thrn :
‘the‘novels of Hesse.i Among those concepts w1th Whlch youth

ldentlfled are Orlental mystic1sm drugs antl-War and



technology. | p - v‘ | TR M/M;M/

e

L CHAPTER IV investlgates the 1dentification of the
'Beat' and the counter—culture with the author Hermann
,Hesse The personal phllosophy of Hesse is examlned and
the correlation between Hesse S personal phllosophy and the .
phllosophy of the youth is drawn. |

CHAPTER V summarlzes the impact msﬂs*éﬁﬁ&unlcatlon had
W "g@‘{f? ’ .

_ on the Hesse receptlon w1th stress on the*ﬁﬁﬁgrback as a’

yw

means of dlstrlbutlng 1nformatron to large groups oﬁ\\
'.readers at a relatlvely Low. cost . Other areas examlned are
vthe role of records, films and popular peraodlcals and thelr
effect on the Hesse receptlon ‘ .

S The CONCLUSION dlscusses the decllne of the groups
whlch received Hesse and the subsequent decllne 1n sales'
‘flgures,for thlS author s works ' It establlshes a dlrect /f
.correlatlon between the decllne of the counter culture and .
1the popularity ofAHermann Hesse- thus establlshlng the

: relatlonshlp between the reader and the receptlon of the

'11terary work
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INTRO?UCTION

]

The German—Swiss author'Hermann Hesse received nation-

w1de recognltlon in the Unlted States when his novel

= )

Siddhartha sold more than 100,000 copies in 1965. Shortly

thereafter, some of Hesse's other works, most notably Demian

and Steppenwolf also sold in the six digit figures and

beyond.2 At'approximately the same time'awnumber‘qf articles
céncerning the popular appeal of Hesse's novels appeared ,in

Time, Life and The Saturday Review.- 'Even newspapers such as

Zhe Tulsa Daily and The San Francisco Examiner;prOCIaimed

‘Hesse to bebone of the greatest and mest influential writers
~of our‘-tin.le..4 ‘ - | |

- These facts by themselves however,.seem meaningless
until it is considered’ that only two decades before, in 1946

when Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prize for llterature thisr

author was v1rtua11y unknown to" the magorlty of Amerlcan

5

readers Even a decade of exposure resulted in 11m1ted

1nterest in Hesse's works and prompted. one critic to wrlte

b

that Hesse would never occupy a p051t10n of promrnence on the

Amerlcan llterary scene.6 A few years 1ater on the occasion
¥

of Hesse s. last blrthday, a 51m11ar view was expressed in .

'The Vew York Tlmes.7"

o

It was ‘to the surprlse of CrlthS not. only that Hesse -

8

became successful but that his novels sold by the hundreds



'of thousands. As surprising as the sales figures were, the
facts that Hesse's popularity bordered on a 'cult' and, as
Theodore Ziolkowski has mentioned, it was a 'cult' largely

-

carried by the youth of America, the\coilege~aged and by the
unconventional groups in American society.8
The unexpected enthusiasm with which Hesse's works were
received in the Unlted States spawned numerous questions
’eoncernlng his receptlon. It was wondered wd; Hesse was
teceived in the U.S. at a time when most critics had already
pronounced hlS epltaph and had dlscounted his popular appeal.
In so far as Hesse was not received by the 'treditional'
groups of readers, rather, by the ’tnconventional re?ders',
many wendered whet the yoﬁth of America found in his novels.
.To compound thie dilemma, it must be remembered Hesse wrote
more than four decades before he‘became bopﬁler iﬁ'the
Uﬁited‘étates,dand he came from a milieu wﬁich was consider- -
ably different from that of the American way . of 11ﬁL durlng
’the 19605 These questions and others motlvated the follow—
1ng investlgatlon and retrospectlve analy31s of the Hesse
reception in the United Statee \"
Invorder'tovexamlne the Hesse,receptioﬁ and effecti%ély
'enalyze and trace it, I'em employing‘the theor;eS'of recep-
tion-f or that field of study which seeks to establishpthe
drelationship‘and interaCtion of 1iterature author and
9.

reader, I choose the.theorles of reception because they

hpffer'a number of tools with which to examine and analyze

T

- Teception of literature, as they take into consideration-



wput the author wrote, hiﬂbutyl&, the social factors

involved in the receptive process, mass media and the expec-
ﬁntions of the readers and others. In fact, there are so
many divi;gent theories which reception incorporates, that

it is often difficult to establish where one begins and
another ends and where the overlapping exists. Accoréingly,
a brieéf summary and outline of the major tenets of reception,

as may be applied to this study, are in order. It is'hoped,

. thereby, a workable model for this study may be established.

Literary réception is, as Uwe Hohendahl has postulated,
both an 0ld field and a new one. It ié old because studies
of reéeption, or the interaction of reader, author and work
appeared over 70 years ago. It is new because mosé of the
theorqg@ical work has come about dﬁriné ghe last 20 years.lo

One of the earliest efforts attempting to establish the ~

interaction between reader and author was Levin Schicking's

A ‘ “
Soziologie der Literarischen Geschmacksbildung published in

1913. 11

In this study Schicking drew two conciusions:
firstly, reception of a particular work is due primarily to its
acceptance by groups of readers who carry a similar taste or

'Geschmack'; secondly, he preposed the groups receiving a par-

ticular work were comprised of certfin social, ethnic, cule

tural and racial groups. In so doing, Schicking attempted'tb

establish the direct correlation b%tween'specific groups of

readers and the reception of a‘literary work. In addition,

Schicking ... demanded the localization of these social -

strata groups which, as vehicles~-of taste, sustain and stder



i’. llterary receptlon
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Although Schucklng may hame been closetn the crux of

.uthe receptlve process by ascrlbing receptlon to certaln

”'~;groups he nonetheless offered no means by Whlch to 1dent1fy ~

. those groups nor d1d he take 1nto con51derat10n the poser

'-nblllty of'aﬂnumbe& of 1nd1v1duals all of dlfferent'rac1al

U 4

soc1al or ethnlc persuaSLOn rece1v1ng the same author or even

, o

.'jthe same llterary work In addltlon Schucklng dldIDt or‘
"could not examlne the reasons for ‘a group s preference of .
“fone llterary work over another or what the basrc motlvatlng

'l factors for readlng a partlcular work were f '7,pd,'f?;<*'h
Whereas Schucklng s theory on groups d1d shed llght on j’;i

‘fan 1mportant aspect of receptlon ,lt took almost 50 years
,!before the correlatlon of groups and thelr partlcular prefer—--

ences ‘was_ establlshed ' In 1Q§§ Robert Escarplt publlshed o

i3

7;Soc1olog1e de la litterature In 1t Escarplt stressed the‘

.

B v1ewp01nt expressed by Schucklng that groups are paraﬁount in

\ ce

" “the. receptlve process Escarpmt however went further andlﬁ

”reasoned that there ex1sts a nexus between the receptlon of 1:3J

an llterary work and the groups rece1v1ng that work : ThlS

. o

gfnexus he clalmed was the common denomlnator between »

1dljreaders and the llterary‘WOrk or as he states "Eln erfolg-a'

'relches Buch 1st eln Buch das zum Ausdruck brrngt was dle“

7lfGruppe erwartet eln Buch welches der Gruppe 1hr elgenes
'Blld offenbart" 14 UThat ls to say, a book w1ll be success—d;l
k"ful or’ recelved lf lt llves up to the expectatlons of the g

;(“féAdiéi publlc and 1f it offersfthe reader at least a smallh_"



¥

portlon of hlS or‘heruexpectatlons.‘ ‘The sharlng of these
‘expectatlons may be in. theﬁﬁorm of 51mllar llfe styles,~as
found in the llterary work or perhaps of 51mllar toplcs
polltlcal manlfestatlons ‘or other factors | i

?~ ‘ What Escarplt dld not take lnto cons1derat10n was the
pos31b111ty that a llterary work could be recelved by a num--

ber of ‘groups. each w1th a totally different reason 'or by

-
-

«fs1ngle 1nd1v1duals also each w1th dlfferent reasons for

acceptlng or rece1v1ng -a work

Hans Robert Jauss addressed hlmself to thls dllemma when f-

he wroteillteraturgeschlchte als Provokatlon der L1teratur—~'

- : 1 P

w1ssenschaft ln 1967 15 In thlS study Jauss dld not acknowl—:"

"?edge the 1mpact of groups p 'se, mor dld he recognlze theTSk"“

Elmpact of groups as a force in. the receptlve prooess.~ Rather
. / :
'Jauss postulated that 1t was the 1nd1v1dual who remalns
o S

J

"f;anonymous who is in’ ‘the center of the receptlve process He

ot

clalms 1t is the 1dent1f1cat10n'between that 1nd1v1dual
\dreader and the llterary work whlch 1s paramount 1n'receptlon.fﬁn
Fw‘Jauss offers another 1mportant concept to. hlS theory when he.f
fstates lf a reader 1s able to 1dent1fy w1th the work or w1th

e?concepts found w1th1n the work then the'messages he re—”""

1

'fcelves may determlne or at least alter and 1nfluence his ° .
»subsequent actlons._ Thls process Jauss calls the soc1al

s?functlon,of 11terature l§ Thus, e may deduce Jauss'
":festabllshed where others had not, the‘actrvefforceiof tﬁé'i
‘:llterary work as a partner in. the receptlon process ’That |
‘:flS to say,7the llterary plece lS as much a. contrlbuthng

3
o



the story could be a close resemblance of the reader or 1t‘

'-n{pllshed by the reader

b,of receptlon. Zlmmermann clarml'

‘b(here he " presumably means thos

e

force in receptlon as is the reader.

: After Jauss study, numerous other studles appeared

!;dwhlch s1m11arly stressed the ldentlflcatlon between reader

G -

“and” llterary ‘work as a. prlmary force in. the receptlon of an

Mauthor. Wolfgang Iser,\ln partlcular suggested if recep-

tion” 1s to occur there must flrst be a common . denomlnator.f

In'other words the/llterary work og§iome portlon of lt must,

‘istrlke a chord ln the reader.; Thls could be the ex1stence

" of a,51mllar mllleu; the characters portrayed 1n the novel or

.-

could be a number of other varlables.f The lnterrelatlonshlpvn

»

J[between reader and llterary work are summarlzed by Iser when;g;‘
'he states "The llterary work has two poles the artlstlc.‘
and the aesthetlc.d The artlstlc refers to. the text created L

o by the author and the aesthetlc to the reallzatlon accom-f' S

ll 17

Whlle the theorles of Jauss and Iser galned w1despread gidxf

r_;recognltlon ‘others were not so enthus1astlc ln acceptlng

r

vthEII theorles. Instead they*offered other theorles and

"

suggested othér areas of concentratlon for successfully

‘5fanalyz1ng receptlon. One of those was Bernhard Zlmmermann

7fwho advocated a. soc1010g1cally and hlstorlcally based theoryﬁ L

that in earller efforts

of Jauss and Iser) the S

“?concept of the reader remalned too theoretlcal and tool'
wjfabstract for practlcal purposes.. Zlmmermann malntalned that fﬁ

hgby utlllZlng a 3001ologically hlstorlcally based lnvestlga—ff



- ke ;e

‘btion, concrete reasons for an author S receptlon could be_

'establlshed; 'Hence, follow1ng Zlmmermann s theory, the -~

social condltlon of the tlmes the 1ndlv1duals and groups
"-whlch emerged from those tames would have to be examlned 18‘

The theory proposed by Zlmmermann has much to offer in

?m

T VY B
_vterms of possTbI‘“areas of’lnvestlgatlng the receptlon pro-‘

'h.cess But as was tﬂe case w1th Schucklng and’ Escarplt the‘
’tools whlch Zlmmermann offers Stlll create“only a pontlon of
~the whole plcture of receptlon;_ Examlnlnguthe soc1a1 condl—‘..

i;:tlons of the tlmes may be an lntegral part-of receptlon~and

--ffone of the key elements in" determlnlng theireceptlve process

,ffnonetheless, there areaother areas -of lnvestlgatlon |

‘;] One crltlc of receptlon Who recognlzed early that more .

-_was lnvolved in. the receptlon of an author than the examlna—,v.

'.jvtlon of® the groups and the soc1al condltlon of the tlmes was

'Karl Robert Mandelkow He malntalned receptlon was the

y'product of many factors each as 1mportant as the othér.l ‘¥g°
[ : R
- Among those factors whlch Mandelkow stressed was the 1nf1u--,///

o

-ence of mass - communlcatlon as a v1tal contrlbutlng force in
',the receptlon process : ‘(33,'j*,;,,f';‘ k “5; o ':p //~,

" Durch dle ElnbeZLehung neuer Medlen wie Rundfunk //‘
“Fernsehen und anderer Mittel der modernen Bewusst-t /
se1ns1ndustr1e in das Feld w1rkungsverm1ttlender BRI AN

" Faktoren ensteht eine dem 18. und 19. Jahrhundert

. gegeniiber  v38llig neue Quellenlage die elgener VO

. komplizierter. Methodig rezeptlonsasthetlscher
Verarbeltung bedarf. g EERTERE _v‘-?

[ SRR

Mandelkow reasoned that by examlnlng the modern communlcatlve
processes,'crltlcs of receptlon would be in a better pOSltlon -

to analyze an author ‘S receptlon. But one reallzatlon Whlch



5

Mandelkow was qulck fo. p01nt out was that llttle was’ known ,

17

,regardlng mass communlcatlon and“few CrltlcS h d the tools»

.

) :
and expertlse w1th Wthh to examlne the 1mpact of mass ,

?

tcommunlcatlon on receptlon ' It ls with some JustlflcatlonA
o S o .

that he states;'"Hler tappen wir noch so gut wie im

| .Dunkeln" 20 |

’

Whereavaandelkow llsted only a few areas Wthh comprlse

mass communlcatlon namely telev1s1on and radlo other areas

-

‘of 1nvest1gatlon.exlst and may be even more cruc1al to the

.;, receptlon of an. author., ‘These would lnclude the lnexpen-»'

"ansmlttlng 1nformatlon to a

»

131ve paperback as .a’ means of
h'large group of readers,'fllms rec,rds;’maga21nes w1th a

'"‘large c1rculat10n, and newspapers.:dPr\Sumably all of these

'fof an author measured {1'-““ : ,/”

Although the theorles of Mandelkow, Zlmmermann, Jauss

'>p‘and others are. some of the more 1mportant contrlbutlons to
‘:fllterary receptlon 1t is questlonable whether any one of
fthese theorles by themselves could adequately explaln the o
:freceptlon of an author ’Rather one would have to agree w1th

’Peter Uwe Hohendahl when he clalms receptlon cannot be
. o .
*_reduced to a one dlmen51onal fleld of" study, but that recep—

"ftlon is the result of many factors.zz' Some of these factors

';fyhave already been mentloned and may be summarlzed as follows:pg

NP

”'A) Groups are respon81ble for ‘the receptlon of a llterary

’ work; B) It 1s the soc1al factors ex1st1ng Whlch glve rlse

'7ltohthése partlcular groups; C) A llterary work is recelved o

/ i\,



by the groups because a common denomlnator 1s percelved
between the readers and the work they are readlng, D) Recep—
tlon could be’ the cause of certaln communlcatlve processes
which fall in the area.of mass communlcatlon. Any one of

these areas coulﬁ be respon51ble for. the receptlon of an.

'-‘author but it is more probable that each 1is a contributing *

factor towards the total receptlon of an author. Accordlngly,i
each area should then be examlned and 1ncorporated in a study
of an author s receptron.< ' : | ,

I have chosen these four arEas as a ba81s for the study-
of the receptlon of Hermann Hesse in the Unlted States, but
flrst of all i shall’ trace the emergence of Hesse by out—-
llnlng the events whlch led to hlS receptlon, Accordlngly,t

»
o

s.the flrst ‘ apter w1ll contaln a quantltatlve analySLS of' .
the Hesse receptlon. In other words, I shall trace the L
development of the@Hesse receptlon w1th the a1d of statls—
'f tlcal data,lartlcles from maga21nes ‘and newspapers, and ‘.'

artlcles authored by crltics and scholars.‘ The a1m herel.

| will be to hlghllght the cruc1al factors whlch alded An. the

recep%xon of Hesse._ In-addltxon,,grounds for the further ”:
1nvest1gat10n w111 be establlshed vThe'examlnatlon of»the‘,
Hesse receptlon in the Unlted States shall begln w1th 1946 ‘

because, ‘as' MarJorie Gouwens and Theodore Zlolkowskl have-

p01nted'out not much ex15tedﬂ2rlor to that time in terms of

"'v 1nterest 1n Hesse S. wrltlng'tf The study concludes w1th l976

because most avallable mater\al seems to 1nd1cate a sharp

drop\iitfﬁfEfest in. the novels of Hermann Hesse.zsf

St
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Having established what. occurred duri‘g the‘yearstbetween'
ui946-1976 in the second chapter I shall, olloWing the coh-"
cepts proposed by Schucklng and Escarplt e amine the groups

which necelved Hesse Here the groups w1ll be examlned in
o

9deta11 w1th partlcular attentlon glven to\th ‘r phllOSOphleS

'llfe styles% attltudes and actions. ' Furthermore, follow1ng

'the theory offered by Zlmmermann, the social condltlons of

Cthe times™ WiTl be examlned | "’ o

. The thlrd1chapter follow1ng the theorles of Jauss and
iser, wili\exanine,the p0@81b1e31dent1f1catlon between.
;.:reader.ano iiterary worh.,AHere the conceptsior beliefs‘out-v'
lined in°theﬁsecondfchapter'oill be,usedias:a basis‘for-“ |
.fidentifiCation' ‘That.is‘to say, the‘phiiosophyvand‘charac;

ters in the wrltlngs of Hesse and the concepts Wthh are

o .

"'udomlnant in Hesse s works w111 be examlned w1th spec1al

i

emphaSLS glven to those concepts and characters w1th whlch
'the groups rece1v1ng Hesse . could 1dent1fy |

Closely assoc1ated w1th the ldentlflcatlon of the groups
:Wlth characters and concepts w1th1n the- works of Hesse is
the poss1b1e 1dent1f1catlon of . those groups w1th the: author
_.hlmsélf Consequently,:the fourth chapter w1ll examlne the'
ldentlflcatlon of thexggghps whlch recerved Hesse Sryorks‘r
k'”rw1th the author g"'”' L | - |
‘ After hav1ng establlshed whlch groups recelved Hesse.'h
.‘and what'thelr partlcular reasonssfor thelr.acceptanCe of‘

.a

v'_Hesse Was, the flnal chapter ~shall deal with the lnfluence

—

v\/
of mass communlcatlon ‘on the Hesse receptlon _Thls-chapter
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., will attempt, through the use of available statlstlcal datajv
to answer- the call made by Mandelkow“ Here the role of
”:fllms paperbacks, records and’ artlcles in popular publlca-
tlons will be examlned and analyzed Wherever possrble, o
‘statlstlcal data will be»provlded to’ pinpoint how mass
‘_communlcatlon 1nfluenced the receptlon,of_Hermananesse, 6%}1
how the reception of Hermann Hesse within one‘area influenced'
" the receptlve{processes in another area of the receptlon of
'thls author.

.Although these four areas of_concentrationdin the recepe‘
tionlof Hermann Hesse do:not necessarily.exhaust the'yariousf'
means by Whlch this author s receptlon may be analyzed, it.
lS hoped that two basic obJectlves may be fulfllled Flrst,
'rreceptlon is a relatlvely new fleld comprlsed prlmarlly of
'theoretlcal materfal whlch has yet to be applled in a prac-
htlcal study . The receptlon of Hesseorepresents an ldeal
"case, by Vlrtue of 1ts chronologlcal prox1m1ty, to offer anv
‘excellent example upon whlch to test the varlous theorles
of receptlon.r It is. thereby hoped that thlS study w1ll show
that a number of reasons ex1st which are respon31ble for the
receptlon of an author ‘and that no. one theory is ‘more 1mpor-
tant than another in the receptlve process Secondly, by
| fexamlnlng and determlnlng What factors contrlbuted to thepr
jreceptlon of Hermann Hesse, CrlthS may be able to determlne
more accurately why any ‘author is read and recelved These
reasons then could supply us w1th an answer as to why authors

. were received: 1n,the past, are recelved in the present and

why'authorsiwill be-receiyed‘fhvthe future.

N



{ . ~ CHAPTER I

THE QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF -
& . THE RECEPTION OF HERMANN HESSE

-Thelreceptio of Hermann.Hesse in;the United States
spans a number o decades' It 1s agreed by. crltrcs the
.reception reache- its apex durlng the latter part of the
1960s and the]§225t part of the 1970s. D1v1rgent views exist
regardlng the events prlor to the 196OS and 1970s Critics
‘have traced the bevlnnlng of the receptlon to 1946 when |

|

'Hermann Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prlze for llterature

- Whereas some crltlcs, as. the noted Hesse crltlc Theodore

Zidlkowskl;’claim_ that sxnce the Nobel Prlze a’ contlnuous“
d“reception has“taken'place and cites the numerous articles'
whlch have appeared since then to sustaln his claim. 2 OtherS'
do not agree Egon Schwarz and MarJorle Gouwens agree that
t\e receptlon of Hesse began with the Nobel Prlze but they
‘take lssue w1th Zlolﬁowskl whether the receptlon.can_be

- viewed ashcbntinuqus. | |

”Goﬁwens ﬁiews-the receptlon as comprising three'main

, perlods mnd labels each as follows.: 1) 1946 1957 is

Q

.,cla331f1ed as belng a perlod of scholarshlp as most 1nterest

.ln'Hesse stemmed from,crltlcs, 2) _1958—1968 she terms as
the perlod of fashlon since it was during'this time HeSse
became popular among the youth and the college aged

’3) l969 1976 Jhe classrfles as a perlod of promlnence, as.

o N »
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it ‘was during this time that Hesse"s positlon in the
American literary sceqe became favorable;4 that isty it was
during.those years_that Hesse became accepted as a 9222 fide =~

European writer.

‘Schwarz, on the other hand, does not ascribe specific

datesj‘nor»does he label the periods, Rather, he views the -

reception in terms of events which had abprofound effect on

 the receptlon of Hesse. Schwarz also considers the Nobel

_Prlze as. the flrst and maJor event of the receptlon of

Hesse since 1t was. the Nobel Prlze which awakened the‘

Amerlcan reader to thlS author and prompted the flrst serious

studles on hls works.‘ “"Schwartz sees the—second event as

’vthe appearance of Hesse in the wrltlngs of Colin Wllson and

' Tlmothnyeary., In these wrltlngs Hesse s works. form a

7

_cornerstone and hlS wrltlngs are often quoted Coupled w1th

thlS Schwarz also takes lnto con31deratlon the 1mpressrve

sales-statlstlcs which coincide with the.mentlonlngsof

Hesse in Wilson's and Leary's writings.ﬁ The final event

Schwarz con31ders to be the acceptance of Hesse by the dlS-‘
satisfied Amerlcan youth durlng the latter part of the

19605 and early 19703 who consumed ‘his works by the mllllons

.and thus elevated Hesse to a p051t10n of promlnence.

The lelSlOnS offered by both Gouwens and Schwarz areh;

.simllar in many ‘respects. Schwarz outline of events,c01n~'

'.cides'with'Gouwens"dates.l In addition, each utilizes three

divisions. But here the similarities end. -Gouwens' divi-

sionﬁyseem'too rigid and arbitrary as she attempts‘to ascribe
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fspecific dates to developments which cover a number ofxyears
and which do not let‘themselves'be’pinpointed. Séhwarz
on the other, hand assesses the receptlon much more pracQ
tically, since he does not conflne hlmselt to spec1f1c dates
but takes: lnto account that trends take a number of years to
complete.‘ As such Schwarz has bas1ca11y identified the
crucial‘factors in the.Hesse receptlon which altered the
reception.' | | | . | |

:Therefore, based on'the outiine proposed_by Schwarz, i_
have also divided‘the reception of Hermann'Hesse_in thef |
United{States into three parts:. A) The reCeption commencing
with the Nobel Prlze, B) New dlrectloﬁs in the: Hesse recep-.
’<tlon w1th the mention of Hesse 1n the writings of popular\
-flguresig c) The."Hesse—Cultf, the time dprlng whlch'Hessev
"was’idoliaed'and:revered by the American’youth;

A) The Hesse Receptlon Commenc1ng W1th the Nobel Prlze..

When Hermann Hesse received the Nobel Prlze for 'litera-
‘ture‘in 1946, the AmerlcaA readlng publlc was' in a quandary
as to who this German Sw1ss author was. and why he was

“awarded the prlze. - The openlng statement of Robert Plck s>
f, artlcle expressed thlS sentlment well “"The recent award of
hthe Nobel Prlze in llterature to the Sw1ss, Hermann Hesse;

has puzzled even the most well read men' of 1etters in this
scountry 36:. Although Hesse was known 1n the Unlted States”

'7'prlor to 1946 and, as MarJorle Gouwens has 1nd1cated had

even enJoyed some success, lt was ev1dent that Hesse was a
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virtual anonymity in the United States; at the time of the -

7.

Nobel Prize.
There are several reasons for Hesse's lack of renown

in the United States. Theodore Ziolkowski has attributed it

to the rise of the‘Nazis in'Gernany. In addition Zlolkowskl‘

has cited the Second World War as a maJor reason for the lack‘

‘ofylnterest in llterature from Europe, and Hesse belng nov

_exceptlon, Furthermore,.Ziolkowshi reasoned that if Hesse

!

was to be received in the United States it would have to be
e 8“""

shown that Hesse had nothlng_toﬂdolw1th<the -Nazi™ reglme
Immedlately follow1ng the award, two articles appeared Y
h;whlch not only sought to acqualnt the- Amerlcan readers ‘with

Hesse, but whlch also served the purpose of show1ng that
: o

Hesse had nothlng to do w1th Nazi- Germany, ‘and, in. fact was

]

antl-ﬁa21. The flrst artlcle was Thomas Mannvs "Hermann

l'yHesse - leerator of a 'Stlfllng Prov1nc1allsm ', which
appeared in The Saturday Evenlgg Review. In this artlcle, B

Mann not only extolls Hesse s pac1flsm but also pralses
‘Hesse S'SLgnlflcant contrlhutlonsoto ‘the anti-Nazi movement
’and to literature as well. In commenting about*Hesse's paci¥‘
"flst attltude Mann‘hlghllghted“Hesse's literary achievementsl

and his treatment of Jew1sh authors whlch uas falr and l
.equltable ' The second article, whlch appeared s ome tlme'
,,;flater was André Gide's. "Preface to the Journey to the East” l
.vThls.artche agaln'stressed'Hesse Sucontrlbutlon to,world “

literature and ‘was even more pronounced in the pralses of

Hesse s pac1flst attltudes. Gide states
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Although profoundly and fundamentally German,

it is only by turning his back on Germany that

he succeeds. Those in his country who were

able to remain loyal to themselves, and not

allow themselves to be defeated are. fgre, it is

to them that he addresses himself

These articles sought to enlighten the American reader as to

the virtues of this author and to a large extent they suc-
|- o

‘ceeded. Four of Hesse's works were newly\released or

appeared in reworked editions shortly after the Nobel Prize:

Steppenwolf (1947) Demian (1948) Mag;ster Ludi (1949),

Slddhartha (1951) o e

It is dlfflcult to assess what 1mpact the articles by
Mann or Gide had on the sales of these books, or what lmpact

they had on the greater American reading public. Of the four

_ newly released editﬁqns, only Siddhartha seemed to have

) enJoyed any measurable success, selling over 13,000 copies.
. .
Crltlcs and scholars “‘on the other hand, showed much

=

more‘lnterest in Hesse'"s works. Whereas very few articles on

ﬂHesée had appeared prior to the Nobe Péize, the years be-

o
critical studi.s.13

tween 1946 and 1955 produced Most,of

these artiéies dealt specific topics such as ''Der
Leidende Dri

Intellectual"

L'"ThevMasochistic Rebel in Recent German
erature'’, V‘"Der Steppenwolf.‘ Hesse's Pbrtfait of the
14 In view of these arti@les; one would have
to agree with Marjorie Gouwens when she 1ab7&sthis period
as "scholarly" |

Even though Hermann Hesse recelved substantlal coverage'

'from critics and even had some of hlS works released or re-

s
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released, he was still not very well recefved by the Ameri-
can reader. As one critic stated, "Solange Hermann Hesse
lebte, kimmerten sich die U.S.A. so wenlg um ihn wie dieser

um die U.S.A.".ls

By 1955 a new trend was developing which
was hardly noticeable to critics and yet was the beginning

of a whole new era in the Hesse reception.

B) New Directions in the Hesse Reception.

The mid-1950s seemed to bring about a shift in the Hesse
reception. As early as 1955, Theodore Ziolkowski reported,
“Hesse began receiving ﬁétters from avid admirers who dis-
cussed with fervor the importancé and influence his works‘
had on their lives.l6 Although these 1et£§rs were sporadic,
they do reveal the beginnings of an idolatry on the part of
Hésse's readers. As one high school student wrote, ''My
heart opens itself to you as ES no other person. I could

confide many, many things to you".17

Though these letters
may be seen as the start of an idolatry, they can hardly be
considered a major breakthrough.

It was not until Colin Wilson's The Qutsider appeared

in the United States, that Hesse received a new and dramatic

18 This book, which was extremély well received and

boost .
" which e;abled Wilson to go on a speaking tour of the United
étatés; dealt with the individual's search for truth and
meéning in 1ife. IOne ﬁarticular chapter dealt with the works
‘ of'Hermann Hé§se. Wilson cohsidered the novels Demian,

Narcissﬁs and Goldmund,Siddhartha, The Glass Bead Game, and

« [
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‘Steppénw01f~as%manifestatiOnsVoffthe’outSider in‘society,'in'

that these novels and thEIF character portrayals are adtempts'v

'JV to 1llustrate the search for truth 19‘ . ‘
| Approx1mately the s ame tlme WllSOﬂQS book was: publlshed
1n the Unlted States Hesse E Srddhartha whlch appeared assa-
H_New Dlrectlons paperback was beglnnlng to be read on. the
H,West Coast ZQ; Edwrn Casebeer one of the few Hesse CrlthS‘
_,vwho has glven an.account of those tlmes states ;b"When I

,flrst began to read Hesse ln 1958 lt (Slddhartha) was

:l[?partlcularly popular among those college students attracted
ﬁ':to flgures of San Francrsco ‘g North Beach 'beat movement 21;

f;ﬂCasebeer however goes_on to p@lnt Out the popularlty,
- _at. least the\groWLng 1nterest 1n Slddhartha, may have been
blthe result of the general afflnlty by readers ‘on the West

Coast to books deallng w1th 0r1enta1 myst1c1sm : When one 0};

R

cons1ders lt!was/Alan Watts The Way of Zen whlch enjoyed

LR

enormous success durlng thls tlme the trend toward Eastern

thought becomes even more obv1ous 22 'b;j“ ',c]f[37ﬁh

b

Any relatlonshlp between the appearance of Wllson s bookv

;e

and the rlslng popularlty of Slddhartha may be problematlc

o

s1nce statlstlcal data for thlS tlme seems to be lacklng

"f altogether Nonetheless, Casebeer s remark lndlcates Hesse;

. ww ‘o

'was beglnnlng to enJoy some success ThlS lS even more ev1—7

W

“1 dent when we con81der that Hesse was belng mentloned in the;

llterature of the 'Beat lﬂOne such mentlon ‘was’ 1n Jack R
Kerouac 8- Blg Sur a book very popular among the"BeatS' 23;v“

Even though Kerouac s mentlon of Hesse was negatlve Glt dldf-

Yo



S spokesmen and founders

i

L 19
show thlS author had penetrated\the 1nner c1rcle of the

AN

'Beat _ 31nce Kerouac was con31dered one of thelr prlme.

}

The next maJor development of a profound 1nfluence on

: the Hesse receptron occurred when the drug culture adopted

‘Hesse s works as a manual for tne psychedellc experience

@

1;1 The drug culture of the 196OS began when Tlmothy Leary,‘then e

g'a lecturer at Harvard Unlver31ty, advocated the use of psy-

vchedellc drugs as a means by whlch to. achleve greater aware-

ness Leary publlshed numerous artlcles and was constantly

"”,g1v1ng lecture tours One artlcle in partlc&lar co- authored; ,

'meLth Ralph Metzner was."Hermann Hesse ' Poet of the Interlorle"

fJourney In thlS artlcle, the authors clalmed Hesse to be -

24

the master guldé to- the psychedellc experlence yThey

5{also llsted Hesse s Slddhartha and Steppenwolf as 1deal

“"guldes to be read before thé next LSD experlence In addl—':'

:tlon the authors went ‘so- far as to suggest Hesse hlmself
: probably used mlnd expandlno drugs and c1te numerous examples._)

ffrom hlS works to substantlate their clalm

;ﬁ Leary s adulatlon of Hesse dld not stop w1th thlsliw

f’artlcle. In an- effort to spread hlS psychedellc gospel

JLeary founded the'”Castallan Soc1ety borrow1ng the term e

‘vgafrom the futurlstlc soc1ety ln Hesse s The Glaés Bead Game

e

ff Thls soc1ety, later called ”The League for Splrltual Dls-

-

5_’covery u,agaln remlnlscent of Hesse 'S league 1n The Journey

to the East was "} .a legally lncorporated rellglon ded1cated~

;lto the anclent Sequence of ! turnlng on tunlng,;n,;and



_ dropplng out'"25 | : | |
L The 1nclu510n of.Hesse and hlS works in Leary s psyche-T'
!Hdellc cult certalnly gave the Hesse receptlon new 1mpetus |

»Through Leary s many lecture tours Hesse 8 fame spread
':.throughout the Unlted States and prompted 6ne crltlc to say,»

i L
Tlmothy Leary seems. to have been more powerful in the;"

cause of Hesse than the Nobel Prlze commlttee '26

T;HC) The Hesse Cult

o L o . e
The year 1956 Was a’ plvotal one for the Hesse receptlon

f'It was ln that year Hesse s: Indlc novel Slddhartha sold more

lthan lOO OOO coples and became one of the best selllng paper—h

kbacks 273

ﬁlmllllon coples 28

| 29 o

Another of Hesse s. novels Demlan,;sold’
smore than lOO OOO c0p1es 1n the same year

Publlshers were qulck to. respond to the apparent success' o

d¥of Hesse S, works Glgantlc edltlons were planned by pub— o

By 1967 Slddhartha had sold more than one: quarterlzphf

'v’gl;shers_l One partlcularly rewardlng effort was: undertaken fbi“'f

:vby~Bantam Books who between l956 and l976 released 13 of
‘ 30

9

¢*Hesse s works To make these books even more appeallng,g ’

the publlshers de51gned fasc1nat1ng covers deplctlng mystlcal
'_;scenes half nude women and an assortment of demonlc crea-- ' :'

ﬁ;“tureSME In v1ew of Hess%?s popularlty, other publlshers

.hﬁplanned glgantlc edltlons ln hope of caplta1121ng on a trend e

'*'New D1rectlons,,Holt Rlnehart and Wlnston The Noonday Press

Q

: and,Farrer Straus and Glroux all planned releases
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The editions released'by variouszublishers were indeed,
very successful Bantam Books reports that between 1966 and

32

1976 7 000 000 coples of its edltlons sold In one modth>

-falone, the novel Steppenwolf soId in eXCess of 350 000
' copies 33” All in all Suhrkamp reported that Hesse s novels
34

,had sold more than ll 000 OOO‘coples by l976 ,In view of

-~the fact that Hesse s novels are stlll avallable in many book~

: stores the total sales flgure may now be substmntlally L

’{rhlgher ‘\Works whlch enJoyed the hlghest popularlty were f;v

o Slddhartha ‘whlch had sold 3, 000, ooo coples by 1975, d .

'Steppenwolf whlch had sold 2 OOO OOO coples 35

When Hesse s novels became lncrea31ngly popular severa'.

artlcles appeared 1n the press -Some of these artlclestwere‘

"Learnlng to Live w1th Chaos ‘:”A God Wlthln "Portralt of

o Adolescence 'and numerous others 36f These artlcles dealt

'7;w1th spec1f1c toplcs concernlng Hesse s works' hlS phllosophy S

. \
aand certaln problems to whlch Hesse addressed hlmself

':Although not all of th&se artlcles vorced pos;tlve oplnlons \

‘of hlS novels, they do lndlcate there was much lnterest amoné :

;_CrlthS for Hesse -8 novels

o8 Although the early artlcles dealt w1th the works them—-'i

/aqjselves by 1967 a change could be notlced as more and more';fd.

ivartlcles appeared whlch sought to explaln the reasons for the‘
2y Hesse receptlon Whereas prev1ous studles concerned them—'
selves w1th the phllosophlcal or theoretlcal aspeéts of
’:Hesse s works later artlcles dealt w1th and explored why

lfHesse was. popular and w1th whom One of these attempts was

ki
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‘George Stelner’s "Eastward Ho'”,‘which\anpeared;maéﬁﬁflfflﬁ»>
Yorker %L' Stelner clalmed that Hesse was’ popular among the
: youth but ln partlcular among the unconventlonal segments
of the youth and he relates his experlence w1th the members

of the Halght Ashbury dlStrlCt of San FranCLSco A 31mllar

_article which tled the novels of Hesse to the youth even moref

P

JSo,«was Webster-Schott s{”Qerman Guru Makes the U S. Scene-

—Agaln 38 and~Theodore‘ZiolkOWSki's:aSalnt Hesse Among the

39

KR
e

&

’f’HiPpies"’ As the tltles readlly suggest 1nterest in

‘ .Hesse s works was n of an ordlnary nature, but bordered on

, afcult. Stephe och lllustrates this. qulte accurately when
- he7stated "Hesse has been standard psychedellc equlpment |
along w1th water plpes day glow art the Maharlshl Jim 7

o’ 40

{fMorrlson and the I Chlng Egon Schwarz 1n one of the 4"»5‘

. flrst artlcles to be authored by ai"Germanlst "comes to the
same conclu31on l "It does not take much detectlve work to"
lpercelve the Hesse fad ln thlS country is carrled by the
, lHlpples, the allenated ‘and the YOung radlcals" Al,vFurther-td
”more, such artlcles,'as'"Hesse und die’ Gegenkultur .and,'
;M"How Hermann Hesse speaks to the College Generatlbn ; seemitof
.psustaln the v1ew proposed by Schwarz and others 4% ' :
The assessments made by CrlthS durlng the late 19603
:fare qulte acaurate,-espeCLally when one con51ders the varlous'”
‘areas in whlch Hesse ‘s name or-a reference to hlS works could»
fbe found There wgs a bar ln Berkeley called "The Steppen;”f
!hgwolff and a theater there approprlately called.”The Maglc

,yd_Theéter and a coffeehouse in Phlladelphla by the Same name.ﬁf”‘“
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 One could'also‘vislt "Demian's‘Rathskeller"ein-Princeton
/ .

a bouthue called "The Bead Game And there was. the rock

group "SteppenwolfWQWHTEﬁtspread Hesse s fame from coast to

coast 43 Flnally, one could flnd mentlon of Hesse or hlS

‘works in such counter—culture publlcatlons as Tom Wolfe S.

The Electrlc Kool Aid Ac1d Test 44 Tlmothy Leary E High '

_ Prlest and in underground newspapers, such .as the Berkelez

Barb 46"

o

S Even though Hesse enjoyed much pOpularlty w1th the
counter- culture 1t would be a gross sxmpllflcatlon to con-
iflne Hesse to thls area It mist be stated that Hesse dld

| enJoy 1mmense popularlty w1th the uncqnventlonal segments of -
Amerlcan soc1ety, but . he was. also accepted by the more . tradl—e-
:tlonal readers. Theodore ZlOlkOWSkl stated R :

‘Magem01selle prlnted Hesse's v1ews on- Peace while
- Seventeen cited Hesse, along: with Paul McCartney of
- the Beatles and Neil Armstrong of the Moon, in an
article on graphology (''What A Boy's Handwrltlng -
. Tells you"). The Hallmark Company brought out greet—
© '+ ing -cards bearlng "Words of Love'" from Siddhartha.: :
R The humor magazine National Lampoon featured a.
“"classy comics ‘illustrated” version of Siddhartha,
and that same novel had the 9lst1nctlon of belng
parodled in The New Yorker :

ulnvaddltlonl Hesse s novels became lncorporated 1nto the hlgh
.SChool currlcula throughout the Unlted States 43 Flnally,.
”the best example of Hesse s popularity ‘came whenvCharles‘
'Schultz _comlc strlp "Peanuts featured Snoopy perched on
ftop of hlS doghouse readlng Hesse 49;

”1dl Whether the acceptance of Hesse by the tradltlonAl"

‘segment of soc1ety, came ‘as a result of hlS popularlty w1th

v
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.the counter-culture, or as a result'of clever merchandising,
~ 'is debatable. Nonetheless by the l97OS Hesse had saturated' -
the very basic flber of Amerlcan society. Not only was Hesse

read by the counter—culture bpt in colleges and hlgh schools,‘

. and by parents who. wanted to know what thelr chlldren were

.readlng. . - ' ’”. B Ly

< . SUMMARY OF CHAPTER I

Prlor to 1946 Hermann Hesse was v1rtually unknown to
the Amerlcan reader By the late l96OS Hesse s novels were

E N

read more w1dely than those of any European author in the

¢

Unlted States 1n 100 years What preCLSely occurred durlng

those years has become the focus of much attentlon by

——
e

CrlthS
. As was p01nted out, the bulk of the Hesse receptlon was

.

not of an ordlnary nature It bordered on 4a. cult and 1dolatry
Some crltlcs have cla1med§1t was the youth, the counter-
‘vculture and the allenated who took to Hesse " Others have_

a

clalmed lt was partly thlS segment of youth but the more
tradltlonal segments of soc1ety had ‘as much to do w#th catl-,h
pultlng Hesse s novels to the top of the best seller , llst

There were several reasons for Hesse ‘s’ success 1n the
L_ Unlted States, some of whlch have already been alluded tq

o SR
There Vas the rock band bearlng the name- of hlS popular o \‘

R

lnovel Steppenwolf artlcles and lectures, comments of
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ahthors such as‘Timothy Leary, Colin Wilson and Tom‘Wolfe;

the Nobel Prize and the films all contributed to his recep-
tion. But these"facts do‘not,fully explain the;reception of

Hermann Hesse and critics have ‘concerned themselves with

4
¥

.further studies.
Many crities have wrltten about Hesse s receptlon At
flrst a primary concern: was that Hesse was belng read As

time wore on,  increasing attention focused on why Hesse was
: I

read-andhbyfwhomg CrlthS found it drfflcult to comprehend

a

how“the.ybuth, particularly American youth, could take‘to this

sauthor It wa }_therefore,,with some‘justification that

®

Joseph Mlleck ‘ote', e

el emersed as. he is in the romantic tradltlon of
. Novalis, a-tradition which is neither- understood
ndr apprec1ated by the American, Hesse is not
likely to attract many readers here except for S
~kindred spirits in our university circles,. and
. for the German speaking intellectuals who have.

' 1mm1grated to America in the past two decades

}It _appears that thlS author had llttle in- common w1th the
lyouth‘who bought his novels. The two were. separated by two§‘
wars, three generatlons different cultures and 1nterpreta—
vftlons. And yet, somethlng ex1sted whch struck a mutual
’;chord - a shared 1mpulser | |

It has been suggested 1f we are to comnrehend and unde
.;stand why Hermann Hesse was recelved 1nithe Unlted Statn*
‘must examlne these shared 1mpu1ses and how they manlfes
themselves in reader and llterary work Only then can we
_fully understand what transplred durlng the l960s and the
-l970§. Accordlngly,llt is the groups which recelved Hesse who

//

. o 1



must be examined, and their political'aﬁd philosophiéal

views investigated.

26



CHAPTER II

b

!

STRUCTURE OF THE 'BEAT' AND THE COUNTER CULTURE
AND THE SOCIAL CONDITION OF THE TIMES DURING WHICH
THESE GROUPS EMERGED

Why an author's works:are'received by the puhlic has'
come under close:scrutiny with the increasing interest in
reception'v Critics have established a number of reasons for
the receptlon of an author s work and they have outllned the
receptlve process in- terms of stages ; Crltlcs v1ew recep—
'~tlon beglnnlng when the author concelves the 1n1t1al idea and .
‘:develops it. Thls‘has been called the artlstlc stage It
is in thlS stage that the author composes hlS llterary plece
;and readles it for publlcatlon It 1s also during this time
that the plot is developed the characters are reflned and
the style is pollshed The fact that the plot lS superb ‘h i
giyle the author uses is flawless and the characters well |
-»formed in no way guarantees the llterary plece will be
frecelved or that it will even enter ‘the second stage If
'howeVer, the: llterary work is accepted‘by the publlsher fork
‘.eaamlnatlon it enters the evaluatory stage -
In the evaluatory stage the manuscrlpt is examlned by
the-publlsher . Here partlcular attention is pald to the
:marketablllty of ;he manuscrlpt prOfltablllty to the _ ﬁﬁé:

publlsher, and the potent1a1 ‘readers and thelr w1111ngness to

consume the work. f durlng thlS stage it . is felt that' -

27
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" _the work,is'worthy'of publication, the_pnblisher may.then‘
makevwhatewer changes are necessary and plan for a marketing
stratng‘ The strategy the publlsher uses may consist of

L

expen51ve advertlslng, the release of a trial edition, or
the release of a 1arge 1nexpens1ve paperback edltron. If
durlng the evaluatory stage it is felt that the manuscrlpt
is a sure seller, and lf the publlshers expend huge sums' on -
advertlslng, these measures in no way guarantee the literary
work will. be recelved by the publlc. .If’ however,fthe manu-
script is publlshed lt thenventers lts_finai stage - theﬁ
stage of reception by the readlng publlc It is this stage’
. whlch critics- have examlned more closely durlng the last
decade, for it is within thls‘stage that‘the ultimate recep-
tion takes place. | | } | | -

| Critics of receptlon certalnly consider the artlstlc
'and the evaluatory stageéwhen examining the»receptlon of an '
author} but lt_rs felt, lf,a work rg‘to be successfully '
received by the publlc,.then a nuhber of-factors must be,
ﬁet, Paramount among these is ‘the ldentlflcatlon between
| llterary work and reader or as Walter Hohmann has stated:
“”Dle w1cht1gste Voraussetzung der aesthetlschen Rezeptlon ist

d1e Identlflkatlon des Lesers mlt den 11terarlschen !

Flguren '.2~ That is to say, llterary receptlon is contln-
gent on the capac1ty of the reader to 1dent1fy w1th the
"llterary work, concepts found wrthln the work or with the

’ hero or herorne in the llterary plece

In order to establlsh whether the 1dent1f1catlon between :
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,reader‘andrliterary.work does"eﬁist, a\number bf‘aspects_

must first be clarified. Identification implies similar
beliefs or views on the part of the recipient. .That is. to
say, if a. reader is to 1dent1fy with a ‘concept or phllosophy '
found within: a partlcular literary plece, then those concepts
and phllOSOphleS must already be establlshed w1th1n the
reader. And if a reader is to 1dent1fy with a character
or even with the author then there must ex1st a 31m11ar1ty
on part of the. reader and the character w1th1n9the llterary

- work, or:w1th the author Acceptlng thlS 1n order to
establlsh 1dent1f1cat10n ‘between the groups whlch received
Hesse and the works of Hermann Hesse, the\groups must first
be examlned and thelr partlcular bellefs and outlooks iso- |
lated ' Coupled w1th the examlnatlon of the groups, the tlmes

durlng whlch the groups emerged must also be examlned s;nce‘.

KN
~

spec1f1c social condltlons glve rise to spec1f1c groups o

e

Only ‘when the groups whlch recelved Hesse are examined and

i

rthelr partlcular bellefs 1solated .can an attempt be made . to
/

match the concepts shared by the groups whlch recelved Hesse

w1th the concepts ‘found in Hesse s works

©

A The 'Beat' Generatign.

The flrst ‘decade followrng the Second.Wofld War w1t— 1 g’l

nessed the American soldler returnlng home galled by the
destructlon he had seen in Europe and anxious to resume hlS

own llfe - The technology of the‘Amerrcan natlon, which had
. : ! . . e

. supplied the various Allied powers with sophisticated. yf//
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t

weapons, was now utilized by the private sector. Through
‘the use of this technology, the standard of living rose

consmderably and the grim reminders of the depression and

of the Second World War, although still present, gave way to

- an optimism i? the future.

Even though the decade following the wat}was one of

‘prOSPetity, and Americans were working hard to obtain a high

standard of liVing, the time also had its darker side. One

only need consider thehspy trials of the 1950s, Joe McCarthy's

House Un-American Activities Hearings, the cold war and. the

Snyder‘all'ﬁecame affiliated with it.

isuppressedlhostility and the simple desite to get along.

abject poverty, that all was not well in American society.

Bruce Cooke summarizes the times when he statesnthat the
conditions within the United States "...spread a brooding

pall of suspiciOn over all the American society. It was a

 time during which most of the adult population was trapped

" in artificial edifice of social conformity, built of fear,

w3

It was this paradox, the affluence and the fear, which
1n part spawned durang the 19505 the movement known as the.

"Beat'. It was called Beat because members - felt themselves

. -beaten or: frustrated by the development of American society,

|

as well as thelr own belief that their mission ‘to change
Ameridan soc1ety was beatlflc. lTh,*'Beat,-wasllnltlally a

- literary movement and had as its prime spokesmen poets and

acthors. Men such.as Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and Gary
A _ . .
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The 'Beat' had no clearly defined goals, however, they
had one common viewpoint. They questioned, challenged and
rejected the American desire for materialwealth.5 How the
‘Beat' felt and what they represented is best expressed by
Bruce Cook: \
/th\, N
And what{they symbolized to a world grown dyspeptic
from swdllowing too much of the American myth was
the relfﬁf of regurgitation. The Beats rejected..
They sajd they didn't want the sort of material
success that everyone else in America was working
so hard to achieve.
This challenge and rejection of American values was seen ag
& R
a threat to the American way of life. Consequently, the
'Beats' were seen as rebels. In so far as they also refused
to partake and share in the American dream, they were seen as
outsiders, meaning they existed outside of the established
American society. ‘Hence, they became suspect and were often
severely criticized by the media. P
In order to counter the negatiVe view that the 'Beat'
. was rece1v1ng from the press .and the publlc, such authors as
Norman Maller became the unofficial spokesman for the group..
| Furthermore, the 'Beat' accepted any viewpoint which was
sympathetic to their cause, or which represented their own

»

Views. One such@v1ewp01nt was offered by Colin Wllson ‘a

-

British 'Beat' When his book, The Outsider, ‘was publlshed
in the United States,,lt struck a chord w1th the American
'Beat'. In his,book, which was alstudy into the hatuﬁe‘OE

the sickness of mankind in the 20th' century, Wilson expressed

“the sentimentsyahd the position the 'Beat' found themselves
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'll As’Wllson summarlzed 1t‘ "At first Slght the Outsrder

*lsfaWSoc1al~problem He lS the hole 1n the corner man 9‘

Even though Wllson conSLders the outs1der a. soc1al problem
k.he .nonetheless also places much 1mportance on” hlm and does
so because the 1nd1v1duals who represent outSLders ln a.
soc1ety offer the soc1ety a dlfferent v1ewp01nt or perspec-‘
tlve.b ' A
. For the Outsider, ‘theﬂworld’ls not rational"not,
orderly “When he. asserts his sense of anarchy .
‘in the face of the bourgois' ‘complacent acceptance
it is 'not simply the need: to cock a - snook at re-
S spectablllty that provokes him; it is a dlstreSSLng
v+ sense 'that: truth must -be told at all costs', other—f_
- wise there can be no hope for- an ultlmate restoratlon,‘
3‘of order 10 v AR N

v ’&Th Beat questloned reJected and obJected to the
Zmer;can way. og llfe ThlS reJectlon manlfested 1tself 1n‘asd
| number of ways.” The Poetry of the:'Beat -attests to thelrrl
dlssatlsfactlon as. do the many coffeehouses ln whlch the

T

| poetry was recrted or read i For 1t was w1th1n the coffee—it'
houses they congregated and lt Was . there many of the 'Beat ?:d'
reafflrmed thelr bellefs and outloo ;J’In addltlon thousandsf
mlgrated frmn the East ‘to.’ the Westzi:stabllshlng common e

ground for thelr mqvement vas was popularlzed ln Jack

Kerouac s On The Road) Orlental phllosophy and myst1c1sm

became popular as was 1llustrated by Alan Watts The Way f: o
Zen.~»_ ;

- The l-1'3'ea1':3" however were not the only ones to questlon

socretal values and to reJect the Amerlcan dream In a j'
<] L(“ “ 3 )
Sense the 'Beat were only precursors to a far more popular-;



- ‘ : . _ o L s
movement whlch has been called the counter—culture of the

';19603 and early 1970s ' The counter culture accepted many of :
_pthe values the fBeat' had and plcked up where the 'Beat

© . left off A

B The  Counter-Culture. ‘

A number of reasons for the emergence of the counter#'

_culture 1n the Unlted S ates ex1sted|_ The -Beat . whlch Was
'tan essence a forerunner to thls movement may very well have'
‘dprov1ded the stlmulus‘.s1nce many of the 1deas and phllOSO-,'
'iphles whlch comprlsed the phllosophlcal core of the- 'Beat
':also served 3s- a rallylng p01nt for the counter culture.vflnf
;faddltlon many of the spokesmen for the 'Beat became the |
;psame for ‘the counter cultureJ) Not w1thstand1ng thls the-“lyif
fcounter culture was also dlfferent Ken Kennlston has‘oalled

12 Here' Kennlston"f¢‘~‘

'*llt the first | post modern generatlon‘
presumably makes reference to the technologlcal advances “the>t§
fheavy rellance on computers and other developments Kennlston"‘i
pbelleves lt is thlS that ”dlstlngulshes 1t from prevrous |
'}generatlons and helps create a mood born ‘out of modernlty,,‘
'"affluence rapld change and v1olence lihf“”v
Even &hough Kennlston may be qulte rlght 1n hlS assess—vjk
';ment and reasons for the emergence of the counter culture
?_plt would seem the prlme crlterlon was age.s ThlS v1ew lS not
’shared by all Jack Kerouac belleves 1t was not age at all

that separated the,'Beat from the counter-culture but that'w-

; 1t was a greater rellance on. the use of drugs by the latter



-group-;é Whatever the dlfferences the'counter-culture

accepted many of the views Whlch the 'Beat! had earller

: They, llke the 'Beat ’.con51dered'themselves as outsrders ln
.society Because of the mood whlch Kennlston offers these

'Jlnd1v1duals could not 1dent1fy w1th the malnstream of 'v{ P
yAmérlcan soc1ety The feellng of not belonglng Kennlston :
'calls ?lhe- allenatloﬁ syndrome whlch is to mean an expllc1t B
:-reJectlonbof what are seen as the domlnant values of the
lsurroundlng soc1ety>15'fhﬁ}hf“ff*‘th;bu,t_ i

The feellng of allenatlon may be attrrbuted.to many

,gCauses one of whlch is the 1nd1v1dual s feellng of belng an

z_out51der Kennlston belleves thlS to be a maJor reason,»and.f

"Frank Musgrove 111uc1dates thls when he mentlons that the

gfyouth are ﬁ. facrng the problems 1nherent ln a helghtened
)awareness 1dent1ty and a weakened belongrng—ldentlty - ndi;

:hbelleves that the world in whlch we llve w1ll consequentlygfae :
_ l6 o e

"
-

}“have a steeply rlslng proportlon of out51ders

Another consrderatlon of the causes of the feellng of{‘*
_ allenatlon rs agaln offered by Kennrston 1 He bellevesv:'w

‘allenatlon may have come about because the youth of the l960s
rand l970s saw themselves t?bpped between chlldhood'and adulta_r

'-."

:ihood Whereas youth was a gglatlvely easy the w1th much |
"play d enjoyment adulthood was’ seen as rlgorous demandlngv.f
d‘and<fijghten1ng The youth merely needed to look at thelr |

:.parents to>see llfe was not all Joy and that at’ the end of a""l

ibllssful youth lay the harsh reallty of adulthood

Several explanatlons are given as to why the youth felt
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alienatedf AgainhKénniston offers:ahreason that has been
‘accented hy'manyicritics Whlch is the bellef that the allena—
4tlon of the youth came about due to the rapld technologlcal
'and soc1al changes takln place | The computer soc1ety, the
‘7technology w1th whlch the Unlted States was flghtlng in
Vletnam, the polltlcal 31tuatlon durlng the 19398 .created -
a negatlve v1ew of the p0351b111ty of meanlngful 1nvolvement
Wlth the establlshed lnstltutlons of the socﬁ@ty . 17v
'Theodore Roszak agrees w1th Kennlston but deflnes ‘the. reason
jfas belng the rlse of technocracy,dﬂ‘ that soc1al form in
.tfwhlch an 1ndustr1al soc1ety reaches the peak of 1ts organlza-g;h
'tlonal lntegratlon ;8 .When thlS occurs ‘as Roszak theorlzes;

£

fthe 1nd1v1dual lS confronted by a 81tuatlon that 1s 'S0 com—.i

plex he must defer on maklng any dec1510"»‘d he must leave_,ﬂ

the dec151on up«to others A 31m11ar Vi 0. man' s pllght

;when confronted by technology~and by dec131on maklng is. glven
,by Jacques gllul man w1ll lose some of hlS 1nd1v1duallty 1n.‘b

'the face of technology

~ yTechnlque must reduce man to a technlcal anlmal S

. the king of -the slaves of technlque Human capr;ce IR I
»crumbles before thlS neces31ty,.there can be no - ,g, '*
‘human - autonomy in the face of technical ‘autonomy. 19 -
-The 1nd1v1dual must be fashloned by technlques... ST

;If we can accept these assessments then we would have to h;
~_say the reasons for the emergence of the counter culture wereg
h:helghtened awareness ThlS placed the youth 1n a quandary |

f'as to what they should do w1th thelr 11ves. :They*saw where_'nf'
l‘the malnstream of Amerlcan soc1ety was headlng and they could.'~

'not 1dent1fy w1th that.; Furthermore they felt allenated
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beCause_of technocracy, Which'providedfthem with a sense of

frustratiOn not belonging,_of being outsiders

Whlle many of the youth wanted to belong to soclety and

”'contrlbute towards its betterment therevwere otherS‘who

rchose to w1thdraw from it.” These 1nd1v1duals known as
y-"dropouts ,comprlsed a large part of the counter culture and
were more 1nterested 1n drugs than 1n soc1al 1ssues Oneh
:'area the youth found espec1ally 1nv1t1ng were the hallucrno-

oenlc drugs Theodore Roszak belleves the ‘use of halluc1no-‘
vgenlc drugs was: demonstratlve of ‘their attltude toward “y‘ o
1‘soc1ety _‘;igi_i

;The fasc1nat10n w1th halluc1nogen1c drugs emerges‘»
persistently as the common denominator of the ,

many protean forms .the counter-culture has’ assumed
~in the post-World War II period. - Correctly under-

stood, (which it- seldom lS), psychedellc experience -
participates significantly in the" young s most o .
‘radlcal reJectlon of the parental soc1ety : '
Tlmothy Leary advocated the use of drugs and suggested
fthat 1n order to achleve greater awareness the use of psyche—'
,fdellc drugs was paramount. In partlcular he stressed the

I

g;use of LSD. To achleve credlblllty, he enllsted a number of fﬁ

du 1nfluent1al 1nd1v1duals to verlfy the v1rtues of LSD Among-

these were Ken Kesey,,Alan Watts and Allen Glnsberg, all of

I;gwhom extolled the use: of LSD 1 Watts states

‘In the Gourse of two experlments 1 was: amazed and
'f'somewhat embarrassed to find myself going through - . ¢
- states of consciousness which corresponded precxsely

“ with every description of maJor mystical experlences

n‘that I had. ever read |
vx.lLeary, however not only advocated the ‘use of mlnd-expandlng

:drugs, he turned it lnto a rellglous experlence as well et
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and . others founded the 'Castallan Foundatlon , a rellglon
'based on the consumptlon of drugs for splrltual awareness;
He went SO far as to, wrlte a Bible for his rellglon The

»fPszchedellc Experlence whlch was largely based on’ The"
22 [T o

leetan Book of the Dead.

Closely assoc1ated w1th ‘the drug-culture was the popular—f
d'1zat10n of Orlental myst1c15m and phllosophy In part it ;
came about because of the counter-culture s reJectlon of
Amerlcan soc1al Values and partly due to the profound v01d
ffelt w1th1n To counter thlS v01d youth turned to myst1c1sm E

‘} -

ana ph:.losophy
| Interest in Orlentag thought manlfested ltself 1n manf
bd areas ln the Unlted Statesf but 1n partlcular 1t was'
extremely popular on. the college campuses oespeclally when o
.\"Maharlshl Yogl of Indla drew an outburst of publlc1ty as -
'«thh"guru of famous flgures ln the popular entertalnment
world .lncludlng Mla Farrow and the Beatles .23 Such
":terms as Hare Krlshna, Bhagavad Glta Transcendental Medlta¥
"tlon; I-Chlng, all became v1rtual household words Thousands“.
f,were embrac1ng it, and 1n a survey of maJor c1t1es around the
.Unlted States Llfe proclalmed 1968 as the‘"Year of the':u
Influentlal to the av1d Lnterest ln Orlental thought were
.'the post war era, the rapld technologlcal advances »th§*
dlnablllty for youth to take part ln Amerlcan socrety :vAs dﬁé[h

observer summarlzed ' "And because tlmes of war and soc1al

rpjturm01l llke the present reveal wrth shocklng clarlty the f'
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transc1ence of materlal thlngs and . ‘turn men to inner seeklng,

- we may see more, not less myst1c1sm" 23 -Theodore Roszaksaw
the'acceptance‘asfan effort to‘proylde.a'balance "...to the
- gross distortiOns offour"technological‘SOCiety".26__This

“p01nt seems to be sustained by others most notably,

\

" S. Radhakrlshnan

.The suggestlon set forth in the Gita about the
meaning and value of ex13tence, the sense of
eternal valués and the way in which the ultimate’
~ values: are illuminated by the light of reason
and moral. intuition provide the basis .for agree-
“ment in mind and spirit so Very essential for
. keeping together the world: which has become =
"materlally one bg the acceptance of the externals
of c1v1llzatlon :

'lPresumably,:what-RadhakriShnan:means is thatvin order fOr‘man.
to llve harmonlously he must brlng together the splrlt andv'd
the mlnd The duallsm of whlch Radhakrlshnan speaks ls_lv
igraphlcally 1llustrated by the Yin and the Yang in the I—=
l‘ There were Stlll other reasons for the acceptance of
Orlental thought 1n the Unlted States Theodore Roszak sug—
gests that Zen and Orlental mystlclsm were ba31cally amoral.J

p”If there was. anythlng Kerouac and hlS colleagues found
espec1ally appeallng in the Zen they adopted it was the

vh7wealth of hyperbollc erotlclsm the rellglon brought Wlth n

28

uit,};" In a sense, Zen and Orlental myst1c13m brought

K

"'w1th 1t a means of escape from the everyday llfe and preseyg

s res, in that lt prOV1ded rxtuallsm and a hope of flndlng f:"
e's. own nlche vaen Kennlston labels thlS the allenated

}Lphantasy whé&eby the adherents to Orlental thought couldfﬂy'

.s )
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live out theilr fantasies{zg“ The means“of achieving this was
“through meditations,-living*in a religious commune,?orfeven

'travelling to Tibet -and thereby acquiring_a first hand'exper—-(u
ience in Orlental.mysticism..i o o ‘.g

sUmvaR_Y- OoF CHAPTER II .
The groups which emerged durlng the 1950s anhd’ l96OS did

'_so largely because of the soc1al condltlon of the trmes |
\cMQggzmembers w1th1n the 'Beat and the counter—culture were“
'of the. 0p1nlon that Amerlcan soc1ety was str1v1ng for . unaccep—.

table goals The. materlallsm w1th whlch Amerlcan soc1ety was
2 occupylng 1tself the polltlcal role the Amerlcan government

was exerc1s1ng 1n world affalrs .the rellance on technology

' as. a means for’ solv1ng soc1al problems.’all these left a seg-
- ment of Amerlean soc1ety feellng 1solated and allenated
Consequently, many turned from the establlshed soc1al norms.
and created thelr own sub culture i Some lndulged in drugs
whlle othersbecame 1nvolved with the many rellglous movements
whlch emerged durlng thms,tlme,uand still others became7;
polltlcally actlve o S o o

: These groups for the most part were labeled as. radlcals.

?and,Outsiders‘ and thelr'VLews w;%;

3 R -

?more often dlsmlssed than
) .accepted Consequently, they often}lacked credlblllty w1th1n »
the tradltlonal segment of Amerlcan soc1ety Reallzlng thlS E
the groups sought promlnent 1nd1v1duals who were accepted and

’i-recognlzed by trgdltlonal soc1ety, but whose phllosophles,



corresponded to their own beliefs. To. those figures the

‘youth attached themselves. ’
One such 1nd1v1dua1 who seemlngly attracted a great
follow1ng for those very reasons,was Hermann Hesse. In his

awrltlngs the youth may have found an afflrmatlon of thelr
"own misgivings. His | wrltlngs were quoted and the titles of
rhis'novelsfbecame the names for bars, theaters and shops.
’Presumably the youth took to this author because he was a
-fpromlnent wrlter and because he ‘was also recognlzed as such
But more 1mportantly, Hesse expressed views 1n his- novels
with whlch the youth could 1dent1fy and thus glve/credlblllty
4to thelr .own v1ews. If this was the case, and keeplng in .
mlnd that paramount in the receptlve process is - ldentlflca—‘
tlon, the novels of Hermann Hesse . should contaln v1ews on

o o

antl technocracy, anti-war, pac1f1sm a dlscu331on on- druga

LT

" and Orlental mYSthlsm and a v1$w of allenated 1nd1v1duals

f_w1th1n a’ corrupt and dlseased sollety R _" ' ,‘;,.

ey

Accordlngly” the works of Hermann Hesse should be examlned -
;to determine if those concepts w1th Whlch the ‘Beat and-the '

counter culture concerned themselves w1th can be found

o



CHAPTER III

IDENTIFICATION WITH CONCEPTS AND CHARACTERS
IN THE NOVELS OF HERMANN HESSE "j

R

' The.counter-culture's acceptance of any view which sus-

| tained and gave credibility tovtheir_particular'viveled:

4

- many. to the novels of Hermann Hesse. The youth‘found in

' these novels a wealth‘of'material-with)Which it could

'ldentlfy and whlch subsequently reaffirmed thelr own bel}efs .

,In thls respect A Goldmann explains: b:j _f.-‘ - /o

/
To the young who very much wish to know and yet
cannot accept. knowledge on authorlty, the writings
of Hermann Hesse speak with a voice lnstantly

" recognizable and persuasive. Not only is the cen-
tral concern of his career the same as theirs, the
paths. and paraphernalia of his novels.are prec1sely '
those 1n favor today. ' o :

In these novels Hesse addressed the very questlons Wthh
c0ncerned the counter—culture Among those themes to be

found in Hesse s novels were technology and man S subser—

»Vlence to_1t;.pac1flsm-1n‘face‘of fervent.natronallsmh a too

‘regimented society which stifled individualism'~0riental

thought as an alternatlve to oc01dental phllosophy and reli-

&

fglon and the use of drugs Coupled w1th these were the'

g bellef that meanlngful 1nvolvement in a technologlcal soc1ety

- was’ 1ncreas1ngly more dlfflcult that soc1ety was decaylng,

‘and that the: 1nd1v1dual had to embark on a quest to flnd

f'hls own nlche and truth

Although not | all of these themes appear in every one of

41
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| Hesse's novels, and in soﬁe‘cases their appearance is
secondary at best, the youth identified‘nith”the concepts

as they saw them,and'with the characters as they;vieweﬁ

them. Each of these concepts should now be discussed.

_ A)’ The Theme of Technology

The novels of Hermann Hesse contain numerous references

S

to technology; From his earllest novel Beneath the Wheel

"°(1906), to his last}novelp Maglster Ludl'(l943), technology
is discussed and decried | The treatment'which is dccorded.

‘technology ranges from condemnatlon in Steppenwolf (1929),

"to the establlshment of an ethlcal and moral code by whlch

'-ftechnology could be controlled and made subserv1ent'to man

in Maglster Ludl ‘Generally speaking,'however technology is

?_ not v1ewed in pos1t1ve terms in the novels of Hesse

~ For the most part Hesse places technology in direct con-
frontation to man and to the characters w1th1n hlS novels

In one of. hlS earllest books, Beneath the Wheel, it is Hans' =

Glebenrath who is crushed by the technologlcal socrety - here
‘ represented by the wheel In Demlan (1918) a similar fate
awalts Max Demlan who is kllled by the ruthless machlnery of

b

'war.‘.But Whereas Hans,Glebenrath s death is an’ escape_or_a

final res1gnatlon “the ‘death of Max Demian'can be‘viewed‘as a

necessrty in order for the estaBllshment of a new soclety

In the novel Steppenwolf ,the polarlty between man and
,technology is brought to . the forefront mostf strlklngly - Man

S is percelved as subservrent to mechanlzatlon here represented

. : _—

g
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by the automobile. The two are portrayed as being unable
;to‘co?exist. ’This subservience results in.warsbetween
technology and man.

There was a war on, a violent, genuine and highly
sympathetic war where there was ne concern for
Kaiser or Republic, for frontiers, flags or.colors
and other equally decorative and theatrical matters,
.all nonsense at bottom; but a war in which everyone
. who lacked air to breathe and no. longer found life
- exactly pleasing gave emphatlc expression to his N
displeasure and strove to prepare. the way -for a '
general destructlon of this’ iron-cast c1v1llzatlon
of ours. :

Whereas in Beneath the Wheel, Hans GiebenrathlsuCCumbs to-

technological society, in Steppenwolf the Opposite may be *

- said. No longer does man play the,passive’role; rather,
man rises and crushes the technological advances. ~This task

in,Stepnenwolf‘is carried'out by‘Gustay and Harry as they

. embark on an automobile hnnting spree.’.The two,not.only
hattack the automoblles but the drlvers as well

Although the anti- technologlcal view expressed ln Stepp
wolf is carried to extreme " a somewhat more conc111atory v1ew-

‘p01nt is expressed in both Maglster Ludi and ln Demlan Ihe

maln\objectlve in Magister Ludi-is no longer to eradicate,the
. ° .
symbols of technology and ltS adherents, rather -it is. to

»llve WLth\te\hnology\' In order to achleve this, a‘basic code

\

of - honesty mus t flrst\be adopted by whlch technology can: be

controlled. . B

It took long enough in all conscience for the
‘reallzatlon to come that the externals of ClVLll-
zatlon - technology, lndustry, commerce, and so
on .- also require a common ba51s of lntellectual
honesty and morallty 4 :
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Presumably then mankind could liye in harmony with technology
and technological advances and not be subservient to it.
The condemnation of technology im Demian is no longer
present.,'Rather,,the blame for technological society was
placed with the subscribers of technology - presumably the
scientists and the businessmen.
For a hundred years or more Europe has done - . o ;”
. nothing but study and build factories. They
know exactly how many ounces of powder it
. takes to klll man, but they don't know how to
‘pray to God, they don't even know how to be
~happy for a SLngle coﬁtented hour. 5 . N
The llght in whlch technology is- portrayedlin the works
\
of Hermann Hesse corresponds prec1sely to the -way the youth
percelved technology and technologlcal soc1ety in the Unlted
States.  In much the same way as-the,: characters in the novels
of Hesse were subJugated by technology, so the youth of the
Unlted States enVLSloned ltself to be. No longer did manklnd

control technology, but technology controlled the 1nd1v1dual

. In view of thlS, 1nvolvement in technocratlc Amerlca was

!
|

v1rtually 1mposs1ble’for the. counter—culture, as 1t was for

Harry Haller in. Steppenwolf or Hans Glebenrath in Beneath

The Wheel. o

Although teiﬁhology comes under much crltlclsm in the
works of Hermann Hesse and the same sentiments were echoed by
the.coupterfculture,»Hesse s novels do not merely condemn,
“but they offer hope.’ In_Demlan the'triumph-oﬁ%mank}ndlis,

A}

/-v01ced by Max-Demlan

The will of humanlty, whlch Europe has shouted down—
for a time with its frenzy of technology, W1ll come



to the fore again. And then it will become clear

that the will of humanity is nowhere ~ and never

was -.identical with the will of present day

‘societies, states and peoples, clubs and churches.

No, what nature wants of man stands indelibly

written in the individual, in you, in me.® \ —
It was this positive outlook, that.man could triumph ovef the
machines and over his subservience to technologlcal society,
whlch reassured youth that there were alternatlves to tech-
nocratic America. ‘Wlth this in mind it is understandable

u ) . _ T
why so many chose to spend their energy and time in&fﬁe
Pedce Corps or in Vista, rather than in the service of the
large multi- natlonal d@%poratrons
1

”ﬁchnolOgy and technologlcal soc1ety

The lngt 1n‘wh1cn
are portrayed.in the‘“ ’ffs of Hermann Hesse is similar to

the way soc1ety in general is percelved In every novel;

‘/«{;
3

but espec1ally in Demlan, Steppenwolf ‘and Slddhartha . socilety

is prOJected in negatlve terﬂs In partlcular it is the

0

complacent middle class which receives the most severe attack

)

and thls attitude is v01ced by Harry Haller in Steppenwolf

For what I always.hated and detested and cursed'above
"+  all things was this contentment, this healthiness and.
- comfort, this carefully preserved optimism of the - .
%\%\ middle clas; this’ fat and prosperous brood of R
‘medlocrlty ‘

Although the sentlments expressed by Haller are: representa—
tive of the view expressedulm the_other novels, it should be

 remembered that Halrervwas} more or less, an outcast because

of:his pacifist attitudes, and conséquently his reflections

on soc1ety may stem from bltterness .But{similarly, the .

‘U

VleWS expressed by Halleq are also v01ced by Slddhartha

&
o

‘.



c e

J;though only after he has experlenced the excesses flrst
‘ I have had to experlence 'S0 much stupldlty, so. many
'3 vices, so-much error, so. much nagsea, disillusion-
~ment and sorrow, just in order to become a Chlld
agaln and begln anew s Lo

Interestlng to note ln both Steppenwolf and in Slddhartha

‘qthe maln characters ex1st not w1th1n soc1ety but elther Oi1

.0

1ts'fr1nges'as°1Sathe case~w1th‘Haller 'or outsrde of it as

'ﬁls the case w1th Slddhartha lgw'-lpf' : }dlii' -

It lS ln the novel Demlan that Max Demlan ana Emll
h,Slnclalr strlve for a better socrety Accordlngl/ Max

_gDemlan and Emll Slnclalr enter the army in order to flght

'“for a new soc1ety whlch both belleve tg‘be comlng shortly

3The soul of Europe is a beast that has laln fettered
i for an 1nf1n1tely long tlme “And when it's free :
" -its first-movements won't: be the gentlest. But the
. means are unimportant if only the real needs :of the’
i soul - which has 'so long been repeatedly stunted and
-ﬁ,‘anesthetlzed —; ome to 1lght

e

;The emergence of the new soc1ety of Whlch Demlan speaks and\

.‘pfor whlch he flghts lS the flrst step : The complete cycle

Zas thewsoc1ety whlch Hesse forms 1n Maglster Ludl It is"

o

2 in th1s soclety that 1nd1v1dual Splﬂitual needs can be

',nurtured because culthie is purposely set apart from the

‘ remalnder of soc1ety . Theodore Zlolkowskl summarlzes

» Castalla is: clearly another attempt thlS tlme ro--
{ jected into the future, to represent the same ideal:
k.A symbolic. realm where .all spiritual values ay kept
. alive and- present specxflcally through?% gl ss .
- bead game. Im" ‘this sense, them, the novel was:' :
'~or1g1nally enVLSaged as yet another.variation in
Hesse's continuing search for a ‘spiritual’ dlmens10n
of 1life, for it deplcts a future society in whlch
&the realm of culture is set apart to pursue lts

R
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goals in splendld lsolatlon unsullled by the
reallty that Hessé had grown to dlstrust

The reallzatlon that/soc1ety was decaylng left the characters*

' “ln the novels of Hermann Hesse allenated and percerved as“

"i'out51ders Slmllarly, the youth who so0 closely 1dent1f1ed

,‘w1th the concepts in the novels of Hermann Hesse v1ewed

hthemselves in much the same llght and they could readlly

'ﬂ"ldentlfy w1th such characters as Harry Haller Demlanfand-

'Slddhartha ' Accordlngly,,thls aspect the feellng of allena—_.
' tlon and of belng an outs1der should now’ be’ dlscussed
: : s - ‘ |

vy B3

._-B) The Allenated in: the Novels of Hesse
Occurrlng frequently in the novels of - Hesse 1s the concept,
'iof allenatlon or of the out31der ' Although Hesse does not

.?spec1f1cally label them as. such ~most of his. characters

'anVertheless are outsrders of soc1ety Among those are the

A;«fcharacters :Slddhartha Harry Haller and'MaX'Demlan-- Each"bb

/ E
dyof these characters, for some reason or another is set apart.V

:.ufrom’hls pe@rs . Slddhartha is so because of the search for

truth and knowledge He assoc1ates w1th soc1ety ‘on a.
&

”Pprerlpheral level as an out51der looklng 1n Thls lS most

.T apparent when Slddhartha is alone by the rlver medltatlng

“Within Slddhartha there slowly grew and rlpened the
- knowledge of what w1sdom really was. and the goal of .
. +his long seeklng - It was .nothing but a preparation
. of the soul, & capacity, a secret art of thinking,
. feeling and breathlng thoughts of- unlty at every

’_'Vmoment of Iife. - 5' y B

'An extreme exampfé“of the outsrder in Hesse s nj;{@“fj

Harry Haller in- Steppenwolf Haller ex1sts or was forcfb;

-~
Lo



Qto?exiSt outside of'traditional'socfety because'of his'paci-"
.flSt attltudes and strong nature - a nature represented by
‘:the wolves of the steppes : "There are always a large number,
of strong and w11d natures who share | the llfe of the fold
'H‘Our Steppenwolf Harry, is a- characterlstlc example."lz
The out51der predomlnates in Hesse s other works as well.

_"To a ceroaln degree the main . characters in Demlan

‘and Maglster Lud1 quallfy under the headlng MaxyDemian‘does

”so by v1rtue of hlS phy31cal prowess and hlsv'peculiar’con—.
_»ceptlons g Joseph Knecht does so because of hlS constant
Tstr1v1ng for perfectlon and hlS Splrltual goals

The concept of the allenated and out51der struck a chord

'\' -

’:w1th the youth Many of them consrdered themselves as’ belng s
'.Lout31derso Whether lt was because they, too  were searchlngf
d-ior because of thelr partlcular v1ews or- because they dld not
'hhfeel comfortable w1th1n soc1ety‘ls questlonable It was most

hllkely a.comb;natlon’of:alltthese factors.}g s |

_ C)‘ Orlental Thouéhtbln Hesse ) Works o S R S

In- so far as Hesse s works contaln numerous descrlptlons of\'

-dan 111 soclety and its bankrupt ways hlS novels offer some

: . viRy
ajfsalvatlonﬂln;

the form of Orlental thought or myst1c1sm ' Of L

i hlS novels“,a number concern themselves w1th Orlental thought."

‘Amo®g these are Slddhartha and Maglster Ludl Slddhartha ‘has

-3

‘“Hoften been referred to as Hesse 5 Indlc novel 31nce ltS
’Asettlng is in Indla : Even the tltle d@ﬁ?acter 1s an hlstorl—'
'fﬂ cal flgure who llved at about the time of Buddha 560 480

RC
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“In Slddhartha, Hesse utlllzes many- of the- same, concepts as

are found in. dhe Bhagavad Gita, namely that the splrltual

‘must overcome the mundane and that by acceptlng the splrl-

%

ftual manklnd is able to transcegﬁ the everyday

Slddhartha represents an effort on the part of Hesse to

\

stern spiritualism, but it Ls,by-no'

come to termsfw1th"

‘means. his only Wi ’do_so Another example 'althbughgnot

‘"as pronounced ‘is- Magister Ludl There too, Hesse‘utilizes

_jOrlental phllosophy The game represents an'elite’ Symbolic"
[y

'3form of seeklng for perfectlon a subllme alchemy, an approachﬁ
"fto that Mind whlchLbeyond all lmages and . mult1p11c1t1es is
. one w1th1n 1tself" 13 Agaln gthe quest for: comblnlng the {”

C oM &
- splrltual w1th the worldly,.and the str1v1ng for perfectlon =

is remlnlscent of the Bhagavad~G1ta.

The 1nclus1on of Orlental myst1c1sm 1n the works of Hesse

£l

'fattracted many of the youth 1t was a 51mple yet profound

'; lntroductlon to Orlental thought Theodore ZlOlkOWSkl
‘however sees the acceptance of thls novel- because'"ff theu‘

'”:hero is-a. flower Chlld ante datum who drops out of soc1ety |
Hln order to flnd a llfe of bllssful medltatlon on the banks

'Nof a rlver‘%hat mlght as well be Halght Ashbury asp;m)the

?Indla of" Hesse s novel" 14‘ Zlolkowskl s reason,,although e

'valld for many W1th1n the counter culture may’bera simplifiefT

-

"pcatlon Hesse s Slddhartha and Maglster Ludi are an attempt

kS

4

| ﬁ'by the characters to come to terms w1th themselves, to brldge

ftge v01d w1th1n thelr llves Orlental rellgLOn was a means

‘ dfof achlev1ng that goal The same can be sald for the youth

-



\‘,Follow1ng the use of the powder HallEr descrlbes that he

. 20

'AOriental religion, if'it did\hothing{else brought'them‘
closer to understandlng themselves and thelr sltuatlon jAnd :

'1t offered them an alternatlve and an afflrmatlon of thelr |

: bellefsit

D). Drugs in the Works of Hesse.

The_subject:of drugs occurs-rarely in Hesse's novels.

 Only inrsteppenwolf-is the toplc‘discussedf although'it‘has L

' ybeen clalmed that 1ts 1nclu310n is also to be found 1n S

15

"Slddhartha It 13 1n Steppenwolf the mus1c1an Pablo

::offers Harry Haller a wh1te powder which Haller assumes to"l
bbe cocalne v

fOnce when I showed a certain 1rr1tat10n, and even ill
. humor, -over one of "these fruitless attempts at conver-
'sation, he looked'in my face with a troubled and - ’
- sorrowful air and, taking my left hand and stroking :
.. it he offered me a plnch from his llttle gold snuffboxh

became more cheerful and that his head became clearer 4,Avyar

v-31m11ar d%scrlptlon occurs somewhat later when Haller is
dreadled for the 'Maglc Tdeater ‘; Agaln .1t’1s Pablo who:

4offers hlm a “long, th1n yellow crgarette ‘b Haller descrlbed

n

wthe'effects as ".. 1mmeasurably enllvenlng and dellghtful —‘;dhf

 as though one were fllled w1th gas and had no longer any
'ygrav1ty 17 :_ns‘;g. ”[ :

These two examples 1Llustrate for the most part HésSe’s

f_lnc1u31on of- drugs in Steppenwolf Meager as they are, thef_n
examples persuaded Leary and Metzner and countless others tob~"

; ffcon51der Hesse oanQf_ihelr own,y Presumably, th\y do so f~>



HriSteppenwolf and addressed this pornt 1n his forward

d‘because few authors. lncorporated the - subJect of drugs in
’thelr work In thelr artlcle' "Hermann Hesse-; Poet of the

B Interlor Journey - Leary and Metzner clalm not only in

Steppenwolf was there a mentlon of drugs but in Slddhartha

as well and they suggest Hesse hlmself used drugs

Those who have taken one. of the psychedellc drugs may
' recognize Govinda's vision as a classic LSD sequence...
Whence came to Hesse these concrete sensations? The -
: s1m11ar1ty to the consciousness-expanding drug experl-f
ence is startling. The specific, concrete 'is-ness'
of the illuminated moment usually escapes the abstract
" philosopher of ‘mysticism. Did Hesse reach this vision-.
. ary state himself? By med1tat10n7 . Spontaneously? :
Did H.H. the npgellst hlmself use the chemlcal path to .
enllghtenment7 4 . ,

7

}f- It 1s 1ron1c that the tOplC whlch Hesse utlllzed in. only “;n
one . book caused such an - effect ont so many- people ‘ The few.

vllnes whlch deal dlrectly W1th drugs, helped the "Castallan ,

fFOundatlon ’to emerge attracted untold numbers to Hesse and-

©his novels and alded hlS receptlon more than perhaps ;fhev

'vNobel Prlze 19

Hesse, hlmself Saw;the«dangersv0f'misinterpretation”in@"
20

,*Whether or not the concern Hesse v01ced is Justlfled the

1nclusron of drugs 1n Steppenwolf and the subsequent afflrma-'

"”ftlon by yquth was one area of lnterest and ldentlflcatlon

f‘for aldlhg the receptlon of Hesse

~ SUMMARY OF CHAPTER IIT .

~:The concepts of Oriental thought, drugs, anti-war and anti- -

e



technocracy are. found within Hesse s novels and are nentroned
frequently, but only a handful'served ‘as a common denomlnator
w1th Whlch the youth could 1dent1fy From the extreme exam—i
ple of drugs to the most obv1ous Orlental thought these
>7concepts abounded in the works of Hesse
What Hesse offered youth was ‘an afflrmatlon, soc1ety was
: decaylng and technology was destroylng the 1nd1v1dual To‘
:}stop thls destructlon Hesse stressed 1nd1v1duallty Whetherh
tlt was achleved through Orlental myst1c1sm through drugs,
or by’ dropplng out of soc1ety, dld not matter. The stress
lh'was onﬂthé lndlvrdual s trutthlness to hlmselflviln thish-‘
‘j;%ay,,the pacifist harry‘Haller provides~YOuth with'such‘anl‘
l}'ldeal,_ In addition, Joseph Knecht also prov1des an 1deal w1th |
L which‘YOuth could'ldentlfy HaVLng risen to the top of hlS‘
sprofessxon Knecht 1nvar1ably re31gned hlS p031tlon ln order.f
“to follow his own bellefs |

Hesse portrays the characters Emll Slnclalr. HanslGiehenef

. rath- and Joseph Knecht as belng pure ln nature In these @

‘characters the cornerstone of Hesse ‘s . bellefs are revealed
P P “?

f

-«;_—

:that man is,.above all, 'the m?st 1mportant aspect in the .
_ : _ _ B

: unlverse

'VBut every man 'is more. than just hlmself he also
represents the unique, the very special: and. always

~significant and remarkable . ~int at which the. . -
“world's phenomenon 1nters¢ - only once in this
way and never again. - That i why every man, as

long as he lives” and fulfills the will of nature,
~+.'is wonderous, "and worthy of every consideration.
. In each 1nd1v1dual the spirit has become flesh, in
‘each man the creation suffers, within each one a
. redeemer is nalled to the cross. '
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With this_in mind" _!Webs'terv'Schott is quite correct wheril‘he
- statve',s‘:._ "In. Igléss‘e'; youth vsees;.i.ts’elf unchained. Kick.ingv
‘ thé :‘pasf: and burying paren“tal autho:fity. . ..Hess'e',:s heroes
xgrack‘,tﬁvei‘r_ shelis. . .".22 And so it was with many of the
" youth. | |

o



CHAPTER IV
IDENTIFICATION WITH HERMANN HESSE

Examininé'the Hesse.reception with consideration of
various areas w1th whlch the youth could 1dent1fy, it is
kev1dent that adulatlon of the author also played a role
lt can be stated that the groups could 1dent1fy Wlth Hesse
fthe'person-aS'well as with his works There are a number of
reasons for the. youth's Ldentlficatlon w1th Hermann Hesse.
}Jeffery Sammons in his nonobjectlve analy31s of the Hesse |
’receptlon percelved one of the reasons as Hesse s ability
to come across as ‘a 31ncere wrlter ”The purlty of Hesse' s
hlghmlndedness and character accounts llnvpart, for hlS:’
fappeal to young Amerlcans who : in literary matters have great
nl

oprn;on of a quallty they‘call’sincerity; Here Sammons'

touches uponﬁan important fact. Hesse'wrote;'in}many of his
‘novels about tOplCS he experlenced Although it wOuld be'a B
vfmlsconceptlon to state that his works are purely autoblograph-
ical, 1t would not be mlsleadlng to claln that in. at- least a
 few novels Hesse wrote about hlS own: llfe Therefore theﬂi
youth who recelved Hesse could clalm that Hesse 'S tOplCS were'
- not merely flctlon . but they had been experlenced by this
'author as well,- The youth could, at the very beglnnlng of
"thls wrlter s llfe see the correlatlon- not only between

toplcs in. the works of Hesse and Hesse s own llfe but also -

between the,charactersvand Hesse.
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The similarities the youth saw in Hesse S llfe and their
own were substantlal. ‘Hesse was born to protestant mission-
arles ”Whereas his parents wanted ‘him to become a member of
the clexrgy, Hesse professed to(be a writer. In due course,-‘
thls brought about a confrontatlon between Hesse s own WlSheS
~and thoSe of his parents- By the age of 12, he was unmanage—
~able and his parents sent him away from Calw. to school. | |
There 1t seemed he would succeed, having, passed his entrance
'examlnatlon and contlnulng his studies at Maulbronn ‘However,
the industriouspess and promising future*gave way to dis-
‘interesttand,‘finally, Hesse quit. Subsequently, he Went to.
other.sohOOISl“but with no sueeess.' Shortly thereafter‘
3 Hesse attempted su1c1de while sufferlng a ‘nervous breakdown;
Followrng a lengthy recuperatlon he settled on a JOb at a’
.clock factory, only to qult and apprentlce in a book shop.

‘While apprent1c1ng at the book shop, Hesse seemed to have
peace of mlnd and tlme to wrlte Later, he resmgned the JOb

‘an red from his earnlngs'as a,writer. As early as l904

edse's restless and troubled nature took hlm on numerous

eys to Sw1tzerland Italy, aﬁd flnally to Indla But !

o

vjou
the respite was very brlef. Upon,the outbreak of World War
'l; the last,vestiges of H;ssZ's happy.llfe were shattered.
: ;;Hesse'sidisillusionment continued and*intensified'byithe loss
of his father, the breaklng up of his marrlage and the'ill—k\
- mess of his son. Compllcatlng matters was Germany s call for:
‘.serVice, which Hesse refused,: The&e events led to hlsvsecond

’breakdown and subsequent analysis with Josef Lang. After 3 o



dozens'of sessions, HesSe eXperienCed.a sort of "rebirthﬁ.
Between 1918 and 1939 Hesse launched on a new llterary |
career "The years in seclusfon in Sw1tzerland were his most
-productlve perlod. He wrote novels and stories, rev1eweﬁ
dozens‘of booksvand took»provocatlve stands by favorably

reviewing books of Jewish authors.” Thls brought him to dis-

favor w1th the Nazi propaganda machine - and caused hlsﬁworks

to be burned in Germany But Hesse was undaunted, co tinuing

hlS wrltlng untll his death in 1962 2

The counter-culture:cons1dered Hesse's]own youth
upHringing:to be enemplary of their own. They saw it}as an
affirmation'of their own beliefs,vtheirhown actions and
'experiences-b Hesse%s rebellious nature,as a child vbe'ng
forced by parents to do what-was agalnst hlS w1shes and
dropping'out'of schools reafflrmed thelr own bellefs that
choosing one s -own. way, after all was not wrong..

Q"

A s1m11ar conclusion could. be drawn from Hesse s attltude‘,

1

toward war. Slnce he refused to serve in the German Army,

- Hesse was labeledva traitor. '"The best-selllng author was

.

- now branded ‘publicly .as a 'viper nourished at t&e breast' -of

an unsuspecting'audience. ’Consequently,,his secluSion in

Sw1tzerland may not have been solely of his own ch01ce and

- . N

;with t&iipln mlnd the youth could readlly 1dent1fy _Many )
' among the counter culture chose the same path by refu31ng to
flght_1n~V1etnamf Even for those who dld not refuse to serve
in the'United States Army,'an affirmation.could beAfound in

,fHesse's'attitude.toward war. \ .

Y

&



.57

Der Krieg brdngt,die Welt nicht vorwirts, er schiebt
nur auf, wirft nur den Leidenschaften vorﬁbergehend
neue Ziele hin, und nachher, friuh oder spat, wird

die soziale Not wieder dastehen gross und furchtbar
wie zuvor. >

Another aspect of Hesse S bellefs that youth could clalm as,

thelr own was the attitude toward soc1ety Hesse, as did

- many of his generatlon felt soc1ety had sunk to unacceptablé
o 1\ :
- levels.

.Ich finde, unser Leben, das durchschnittliche Leben
eines heutlgen ‘Abendlanders, ist so scheusslich, das
es nur von Kldtzen von Idioten, von Leuten ohne
‘Nerven, ohne Geschmack, ohne)felne Schwingungen eéer-

““tragen werden kann... ’ :

This was dartly. due to the rapid industrial growth, and the

: rise.ofhthévmiddle class. Hesse;Viewedrflw middle,class;with

contempt ‘ He viewed the collective will of society as hinde
ance to the individual's quest for personal freedom Hesse“i
often stressed the 1nd1v1dual should take the forefront to

o

collectlve soc1ety,'and thls may have - struck a chord w1th

the youth. “As a wrlter for the ‘Times therary Supplement

: Stated'

His descrlptlon ofra sick soc1ety in need of
splrltual regeneratlon his appeal for a4 new
consciousness and awareness and his concern with
individualism and community, find ready afflrma--
tlon among the’ allenated and the idealist.

E

Closely assoc1ated w1th ‘his view of degenerated soc1ety
© was Hesse s personal quest for spiritual freedom. As early
/S
as hlS visit to India, Hesse sought alternatlves to conven-
tlonalrbellefs Partlcularly appeallng were the Indlc
religions. - Hesse was qulte knowledgeable about these rell—

gions, especially having come from a family of missionaries,

-
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some of whom had spent time im India.sv

The fact that Hesse had spent time in Indla and was
”4knowledgeable about these religidns and life styles,
undoubtedly attracted some youths to him, or at- least gave
'credibility‘to his writings. ‘
o o ‘ £ '
The final aspect concerning Hesse and the youth's identifi-
cation was‘Hesse's belief that'it was the individual's
responsibility to.change the systems which stifled mankind.
That his outlook was positive'in that ehanges.could come
about, undoubtedly had a pdéitiVe-effectjon the youth.
‘Wir verlangen, das Leben miisse einen Sinn haben -
aber es hat nur ganz genau so viel Sinn, als wir :
selber ihm zu geben im stande sind. Weil der ; -
Einzige das nur unvollkommen vermag, hat man in
den Rellglonen und PhllosophleB versucht, die
Frage trostend zu beantworten.

Here Hesse brings to the forefront one of the central beiiefs

of'the countér—culture- old bellefs and old re11g1‘M

tion, were v1olently dlscarded

»

'SUMMARY OF CHAPYER 1V

Hesse, the author, represented to the you

*of,their own ideals and beliefs. Here waSma man’ who, four ﬁg'

d oncepts Whlch =

they now clalmed for themselves. What heig é ?d thelr
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2 . ) .
could identify and since he wrote of many personal topics

which he himself experienced, the §puth considered his N

writings au;héntic. What the youth saw in. Hesse is, perhaps
best descfiﬁed by‘Theodore Ziolkowski:

The figures who emerge as the new spiritual heroes
are not those who lay down new laws, but men whose
lives exemplify a sense of independence and self-
reliance. Youth respects individuals who have come
to terms with themselves despite’ the turmoil and
confusion of the world: men, in the idiom of the
'day, who-do their own thing without selling out to
the establishment. 10 .



'CHAPTER V-

“gi< " MASS MEDIA AND THE HESSE RECEPTION

As w1th any author the reception Of Hermann Hesse cannotﬂ

-

, be attrlbuted to one partlcular reason- Uwe Hohendahl haS

',stated ‘"Rezeptlon 1st nlcht auf elnen elndlmens1ona1en

f} Vorgang zu reduz1eren l An area of 31gn1f1cance in. the f:-

.:analysrs of the Hesse receptlon is. the role of mass medla or;_/

'fdmass communlcatlon whlch makes available to the publlc the )/”

v;0pportun1ty to Teceive ‘a partlcular work :nf %: 4 Jﬁ; '1/{‘d

C A
L) A

Mass medla, the means - by Wthh prlnt and electronyc“

T k |

fnmedla brlng educatlon entertalnnmnt\and lnformatlon t

2

‘"mllllons 1s a relatlvely new fleld That 1s not f

‘},mass communlcatlons is new, only that 1t has been durl g . thev

o .}
,last few decades ‘mass medla has had ltS greatest 1mpact

'_‘_.\
_——

N

“fThe 20th centurY has brought a measure of expertlse to thlS';~%"%

(s

'ffleld whlch has revolutlonlzed thlS 1n-ui" Advert131ng,s'“

0

Q[preselectlon of celebrltles' f11ms teleV151on and radlo

v“all are part of our everyday eX1stence\&

A
v

Taklng 1nto consrderatlon that mass communlcatlon affects;
.afnearly eVery aspect of our 11ves,“and to some degree controlsff'

i few emplrlcal studles exlst Wthh seek to determlne to

\
=

_what " extent we are 1nf1uenced by mass communlcatlons,>orﬁ _._;

-

‘gclearly deflnes the 1mpact 1t has on us.. Thls is partlcu-/ h'w

./

. L
'wlarly ‘trie for receptlon of an author Aﬂhlch acknowledges

the p0531b1e 1mpact of mass medla but whlch has done Very

PR
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little to examine and evaluate its fole: Karl‘Robert

Mandelkow has stated that the re:l hlpS between mass’

communlcatlon and the lmpact 1t h& Fon the receptlon of an

fauthor is new, and that CIlthS do not have the means by

Whlch to analyze what effect mass communlcatlon has on

o

'-receptlon;3 As few methods exlst by Wthh the 1mpact of

mass medla on an author or hlS works can be measured

e . S

;Mandelkowjmay be qulte rlght 1n hlS assessment.-

k As;previously'stated mass medla lncludes preselectlon
/
advertlslng tfllms radlo and/telev1s1on Also lncluded

L w1th these however lS the b ok Whereas prlor to the 20th

.

'century most novels and play were publ;shed in hardcover.;'

form lt has only been dur13F the past 40 years that a
r

grow1ng rellance on the pap back book has developed as a

f’means of dlstrlbutlng 11ter,ture to the publlc on a grand

~

"scale ' Charles Stelnberg elleves one of the factors con-“;’

trlbutlng to the rlse of the paperbacks popularlty lS the fdtffl

°

r151ng cost of productlon ""Slnce the r151ng costs of pro—W

ductlon have made the har cover book an 1ncrea51ngly costlyi"

Ja:

»l 1tem the mllllons of paperbacks in c1rculatlon llterally

) i o
have made the book a medium of mass communlcatlon ”4

t.’quevef other reasons ex1st for the popularlty of the‘j'fﬁ“
.=npaperback, Paperbacks,'unllke hardcover books, are eas11yv

‘"distributed ; It is’ estlmated there«are 80 OOO retall outlets
>l Ly S "'J G 3 S
for the paperback compared td only 10 OOO such outlets for R

: S &
the hardcover books 57 Unllke hardcover books, Whlch are sold

prlmarlly 1n bookstores the"paperback is sold in bookstores,_t

L
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SRR A ‘ ’ o w” o R o
drugstores, discount stores and even®iin-small corner grocery -

‘vstoresﬁb'ﬁh B S 3 T 3jj] C f‘i Y
- Statlstrcalwdata aVailable.illustrates;‘as in the case. ofvlrf"
Hermann Hesse, ‘the paperback hhs been 1nstrumental in- the P
lrlse of popularlty Hermann Hesse~was flrst publlshed in |
'-fthe Unlted States durlng the l9§0s ln the form of hardcover
lpbooks Although at thlS tlme llttle lnterest ex1sted ln
a:Hesse hlS books were avallable If the publlc shows llttlepV
or no 1nterest in: an author, the chances of success are far\;e
hsllmmer rf the only avallable book is. “an; expensrve hardcover.f/

'C;We can only speculate as to how well Hesse s" works Would havew?

wssold had they been released in paperback form ~To. 1llustratep‘

'duxthls p01nt we should con31der the follow1ng examples

"Durlng the m1d-196Os Holt Wlnston and Rlnehard released twov;

&

d"“of Hesse s works in hardcover _ As of 1978 ’thlsAcompany

'reported sales of 8 946 for %Eeppenwolf and 32 231 coples forpnf/

fpraglster Ludl §;~In comparlng Holqﬁ%@rnston and anehard'

b'hardcover flgures to the paperback flgures released by Bantamﬁ_r;.

fbﬁpBgoks iﬁé;;'whlch llStS paperback sales for Steppenwolf at

'rfdlfference 1s ast 'ndlng

"l 600, 000 and sales of Maglster Ludi at- 536 OOO coples ‘thefi,:'
7.

Another example 1s the success-'
'd‘story of New Dlre tlons Publlshlng Company In 1951 New

'Dlrectlons releas d Slddhartha selllng l3 OOO hardcover

l,icoples and 1n 1957 re released the same book whlch agaln sold

‘ well Upon the jelease in paperback form Slddhartha became f

It

;,fthELI best Selll”g paperback and to date has sold more than 'f

'fffz 000,000 c0p1es‘8 R I R e T



L notf.

These 1mpress1v$ flgures are by no means . conclu31ve - For

’1nstance we do not know how many of Hesse s books would have”
‘sold lf there had been no paperbacks 8 In addltlon, lf-we 'l
‘take into con31deratlon the bulk‘of the Hesse popularlty . :
rested Wlth the college aged and w1th the counter- culture |
u*then Wﬁ must also conSLder these groups are often hard

pressed for money | Therefore the paperback is- readlly

v]affordable to these groups whereas the hardcover often is

N B : ' : N

_ e 3 Lo .
One. p01nt 1s clear B If awhardcover enjoYs'any*sudcess ,l

'

"‘mOﬁetary galn 1s reallzed 1n the release of paperbacks 51nce

the 1n1t1al cost of publlshlng 1s much hlgher for the paper—'

back, though the overall cost is much 1ess if hundreds of

':thousands of books are sold , It lS estlmated the break even o

‘p01nt for a paperback lS about 10 tlmes as. hlgh as that for a

/

'ﬂfhardcover, or approxrmately 25 30 OOO c0p1es 9_ If a llterary

a;;work lS to appear in paperback form there must flrst be some

‘-lsuccess w1th the- hardcover as was. the case w1th New Dlrec—i”

'ftlon s publlcatlon of Slddhartha ‘p.b"lfdt

oy

A second factor of mass communlcations whlch may have o

7_a1ded the Hesse receptlon ln ‘the Unlted States was the lnclu-‘/

;s1on of Hesse ln the popular”preSS t As was already dlscussed

"f'magaZLnes such as Tlme Llfe, Saturday Rev1ew and others,_gave

.space to thlS author When we consrder that clrculatlon of

57

”‘:these magaZLnes 1s ln the mllllons )the pOSSlble 1mpact they

1'may have. had 1s qulte astoundlng To lllustrate thlS 'we

need only conSLder the reply The Saturd_y Revrew recelved

Vo
|
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after lt publlshed Henry Resnlk s "How Hermann Hesse Speaks
/

10

to the College Generatlon In thlS artlcle Resnlk is

i o
)

qulte severe w1th\the college aged for falllng to lnterpret

P

—l

Hesse properly ln response to thlS vreaders leveled con-

demnatlons at Resnek s 51mple mlndedness for several weeKS'

N thereafter o \""

The flnal example of- Hesse s popularlty is the 1nclus1on

N

of Hesse in Charles Schultz ”Peanuts , When Snoopy was

plcturedWslttlng on hlS doghouse readlng Hesse the comlc ‘,‘"

E _‘«\L f‘) : :
flappeared in l 340 newspapers and had a c1rculatlon of approx1—.-'

A

' mately 60 mllllon people.&» Certalnly,_lt gave an 1nd1catlon l’”

as to what Amerlcans were readlng, but what effect thlS had

. Q
on the Hesse receptlon is 1nconclus1ve

Yet another example of mass medla and the receptlon of
. H.
Hermann Hesse 1s the rook-group'”Steppenwolf" and ltS relatlon—

shlp to the popularlty of Hesse s works., The group t°0k°1t5'5d73

name from Hesse s novel of . that tltlen' Furthermore Cast ﬁow w

*:I*Theodore Zlolkowskl has mentloned the members of the group

dressed ln costumes resembllng the characters of Hesse s }',’\

"Maglc Theater Whlch forms a part of the book l%v Thelr 'f‘.\c'

' mu31c Whlch has been called ac1d~rock" had a tremendous - \

fo low1ng 1n the Unlted States,:espec1ally among the youth
whose predllectlon was to drugs. Len Thuesem musrc dlrector'

for Edmonton s CHED Radlo and spec1allst on musmc, descrlbes

<l

‘_thlS type/of musxc as "loud harsh sounds that are suppOsed to

be meanlngful lf the llstener 1s on'a trlp;-or taklng
13

AS

Whem$We con51der earller statements concernlng the o
T T P e e

ac1d'"
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: pcounter culture s afflnlty to drugs eapeciallylamong those

- on the West Coast then ‘we could expect the. group to have
-some popularlty Thls was - prec1sely ‘the ‘case:  ‘One Oﬁ\thEII

\

flrst records released “Born to be Wlld"_ a tltle wh1 h also

‘descrlbes-Hesse S»character' Harry Haller 1n the novel ‘

‘Steppenwolf became a mllllon seller and rose to the top \ 10

‘.on the popular mu51c charts 14 Other records followed an

: l'by the. end of the decade four of thelr records had soid over
‘;a mllllon dollars _maklng them gold records : In all '
igroup had sold more than 7 000 OOO records and had performed‘
hfor more than 2 OOO OOO people In v1ew of the group s foér-
' year~ex1stence,.j¥om 1968 untll 1972 these flgures are _
\almpre351ve ;S - ,' : j’ g;‘t* T ’~:'t z]v .f‘f’*ﬁ“'
Now con31deratlon must be glven as to whether the success
of the group had any 1mpact on the popularlty of Hesse 8
lf,works and/or whether lt was Hesse s popularlty Whlch alded
h”thelgroup' Len Thuesem suggests 1t was because of the grOup S
:1'success that many bought Hesse s work It should be ‘remem- ,
p-bered that Thuesem, although a mu31c spec1allst ‘lS no llter—
ary expert and hlS analy31s may be ea81ly dlsmlssed :But;‘4
Hlf we conSLder the EXlStlng StatlSthS avallable ‘Thuesem may
if*not be far from the truth When Bantam Books,_lnc , brought
aout Hesse s Steppenwolf in September of 1969 the book;fild
16

{Vmore than 360 OOO coples in- 30 days Taklng 1nto account

"',the group had by that tlme four gold records _a cause- effect‘

‘/’\)’f‘..

"-relatlonshlp may ex1st Ndﬁet‘éless, £ déling Hesse was

ihﬁpepular 1n the Unlted States ’%ipr:tp em ‘gence of thlS Ah
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rock-group,fthe opposite may also be true.h ﬁoweVer there |
hcan be gl}ttle doubt as to ‘the meact this group had .on the
Amerlcan cultural SCene and if there was any effect it was'
most llkely p051tlve in nature for the Hesse Treception.

_ The flnal aspects conoernlng mass medla and the Hesse

receptlon are’the fllms. In v1ew of Hesse s popularlty in the

~United States, it is of no surprlse two of hlS most popular

novelsf Siddhartharand Steppenwolf were made into films.
_Surprisingly; however, the films did not appear durlng the

'hlgh p01nt of hls popularlty, but after it. Nevertheless

Q'loglcally, because the novels were extremely popular ;the

'mov1es should certalnly beneflt Dav1d Clark and Wllllam
~vBlankenburg have stated: "The producer beglns by seeklng a

story, and 1f lt 1s presold to. the audlence, sure flre so-

. ~much. the better A best selllng book Le reasons , is a good

’story, and even 1if lt isn t a good story lt has some: pub11c1tyu_.

‘17

| value But almost the OPPOSlte m;y be sald about Hesse' s '/

films; To be sure they are popular in the spec1alty theaters

‘5bcater1ng to East Indlans for example but thelr popularlty

vjfcan 1n no way be compared Wlth that of the novels 18\_

Theodore ZlOlkOWSkl offers several reasons for the mis-

success of the fllms.‘ First, he conSLders the rev1ews as one. -
) reason.. Generally t&@y were poor and in no way. alded ‘the

- . wmf"
[films; Secondly, he belleVes the producerS’and dlrectors

vfnot anxxous to capltalaze on the pOpularlty

;thelr tlme to release OT. flnlshj‘he fllmSﬁ
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represents a calculated attempt by shrewd Hollywood produgers

67

to exploit the current Hesse vogue among the Amerlcan o
youth w19 rhis becomes lncreaSLngly clear as we take into

con51derat10n the dlrector of "Slddhartha , Conrad Rooks who

.kspent four years Just to flnd the proper locatlon for the'

.

" film, and the entire prOJeCt lasted for more 'th 15 years.
Fred Halnes, the dlrector of "Steppenwolf“ lik:;ise was
'in no hurry to flnlSh the prOJect- The scrlpt was ready by
1970 and the fllm was not released untll 1974. The late
releases of these fllms are also a maJor factor in thelr mls—
fsuccess” ."Slddhartha" was released in l972 and as prev10uslys"
»'mentioned "Steppenwolf” was released in 1974 duringVWhich
'tlme the interest in Hesse was already beglnnlng to fade 20
A further reason the films were not successful was that
the fllm dlrectors seemed.unable to capture the essence of the
novels and correctly brlng them onto the screen. It was the ’._
danger Hesse hlmself foresaw and thereby refused to have’ hlS

;novels‘made.lnto films. ‘Wlth Slddhartha thlS poxnt 1svf

readily noticeable' Whereas'the novel flows byrvirtue of the

language and style, and. Stlll retalns lts Smellc1ty,‘1n the '

. film this s1mpllc1ty | comes across as mere 31mple mlnded-
s ness" 21 A similar statement has been made concernlng the
.fllm "Steppenwolf" ' "He (Harry Haller) probably should have-

1

ngeen left forever to the prlnted page -anvactorbboth,ln

VHesse s 'Magic Theater for Madmen Only and‘in the‘inexhaus—f;'

tlble\theater of readers 1mag1natlon."?2l .



.the effectlveness of the role of mass,medra and the Hesse

- receptlon.' 5 R

is feasible to determine the group was an aid in the receptign@§;

68

. However, whether successful or not, the films are a’part

~of the Hesse reception and serve as a sign of the immense

popularitynof the author. Effects of the films are questlon—
~able especrally as a means of transmlttlng or spreadlng : L

Hesse s fame.‘ 1t cannot be determlned whether the fllms»

- furthered the Hesse reception.A!Had the films appeared'

several years. earlier, then it may have been a different
. . - RS -

story altogether. Nonetheless, the films have not disap-
peared. If we take Seattle as an example Hesse's

"Slddhartha" has been shown at least three times during

1978, and "Steppenwolf”'twlce andt furthermore with

;

'success One can, from time to time see: these fllms in

any speclalty film theater across the inted States

5
A

. |
~ SUMMARY OF CHAPTER V. -

The appearance of Hesse in fhe popular press the making

>

’of fllms or the rock- group may have alded in the spreadlng

. '\,1437 3 -

of hlS popularlty However, due to the 1nsuff1c1ent statls—“

tlcal data avallable,'we are: reduced to. speculatlon regardlng

Slgns lndlcatlng the p0351ble effect whlch e event may
have had on another do exrst. Among these .most notably, i
the popularlty of the rock—group, Steppenwolf" Simply by

spreadlng the name of Hesse's work from- coast Tg’coast,'it
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of this‘ahther.

Due to the rapid growth in mass media, adequate statisti?_
'cal methods have'not been‘developed’by which. the impact of
mass comgunlcatlon on the receptlon of Hermann Hesse can be
.measured For example lf we could determlne what the sales
of books were for a partlcular week then we would be able to
assess what - lmpact the appearance of Hesse in- Charlés Schultz

comic strlp had. \But thls can be accompllshed only with the

.aid and cooperatlon of publlshers



CONCLUSION

Beginnlng with the cald war anducontinuing with the
assassinations of/John and Robert Kennedy,‘Malcom_X and
Martin Luther King, the times durlng which Hesse was )
recelved in the United States were tlmes of tenSLon anﬁ
unea31ness.w Unmlstakably, 1t was a perlod of soc1a1 ‘and
rac1al unrest as Amerlca awakened to the riots of Watts
Newark and Detr01t. POllthally, the era was unstable as.
well. The hlghly controversxal war in Vletnam, c0mb1ned
withbrelated v1olence at the Democratlc Natlonal Conventlon
and the Kent State and Jackson State shootlngs weTe lntegral
elements of the political turm01l

_Emerging from this- hlstorlcal perlod were such groups as
‘vthe 'Beats , 'Hlpples ; 'Yippies' , and others: Whereas some
were_socially_and‘politically'active; others turned toomystlel

cism, drugS‘and)or alternative life;styles. .The majority' |
were seekers of themselves for an alternative to- technocra-
_tic, educatlonal and polltlcal Amerlca ~Many felt alienated
“and lost in thelr search for alternatlves and 51gn1f1cant
quallty in llfe. Ind1v1duals:who comprlsed‘the counter-
culture became absorbed in anyone or anythlng that seemed to
share thelr bellefs or asplratlons. " Thus, seekers responded
to Hermann Hessé,-whose works were influenced by similar
frustrations and. anxieties and”similar‘beliefs that ‘society

'had decayed.
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The suggestlon of‘sjc1o -political condltlons of the times
and groups emerging from those times. being responsrble for
the.receptlon of Hesse ' can hardly be disproved. The nexus
has Been*established; what Hesse drscussed 1n~hls'novels,
the youth’readily accepted. For the ﬁost part, this was the
criticism of technology and man's subsefvient rdle-within!
‘it,'society and its decadent-ways; war and:its,ruthlessness.
¥nfan0ther sense, and fdr another segment of youth,‘driental,
thought,vthe‘consumption of drugs, was alSo accepted. Thus -
'-perceiVing,‘yquth found an affiﬁnation of its own beliefs;
in the works of Hesse, youth could always claim that another,
vhof a different generatlon felt as they'felt.’

_Moreover, the acceptance of Hesse was due to the’ soc1o—
_poiitical COndltlon-of ‘the times, whlch is. ﬁo say, the tur—
| moil bf'thevl950s 196OS and, earLy 19705 spawned and nurtured
his receptionfj.bonversely, the c0nc1u81on ‘could be drawn
if the-sccioepolitical condition of the times change,'any.
change would manlfest 1tsqlf in the recepticn as well

The turbulence SO characterlstlc of the 1960s’ and 19703'
~has given way. There have been few magor political demonstra-
tions; riots, cr violent street‘confrontations. Universities,
once’the center for opposition to Vietnam, ,are now function-
ing,placidiy ‘Students are more concerned with erades and/
"godd‘ Jobs than w1th the soc1al 1ss$es or-. polltlcal ideals.
The groups that emerged durlng the i§50s and 1960s have all

. but disappeared. The counter—culture once flourishing,® has

dissipated.



One of the explanations given for the decline of the * ‘" My

counter-culture is the end of the war in Vietnam ;hd thEﬂ%‘
introduction of the volunteer army. With Vietnam Settled,%ﬁ ‘
"the reason for demonstration was éone, and the cohesive force
of the counterﬁculturevdissolved.l
If a date can be placed on the decline of the counter-
lcultufe, it would have to be between 1972-1973, when George
McGovern‘lost hlS bid for the pres1dency of the Unlted States
Already,'lt was clear the youth c0uld not be counted uypon as .
a vieble polltlcal force. Thelr.vote, which McGovern SO
| vorac1ously sought, was not to be. 2:-A.
In comparlng the decllne of the counter- culture and the .
;receptlon of Hermann Hesse, all statlstlcal information
Haveilable indicates avcotreletion. New Dlrectlons, Inc.,

reports‘sales'forlits.best seller, Siddhartha, at 279, 000

" copies /fof 1971. "By 1972, the figure had dropped to 94, ooo
~ and by 1973, to'_73,4005 - In 1_9»74, the novel sold 47,700 =
copies. and, in 1975, the‘figure further reduced to'28,270.3
. On the university campuses, Hesse also no 1onger'enjo§s'theh
?pOpularity he once had. As Roman Struc stated in 1978 VNo"
‘one seems to be reading Hesse ‘any more” & | ‘uh ‘ o

The dlrect correlatlon between Hesse' s decllne and the
'wanl?ihof the counter—culture has prompted many crltlcs to

' view
\ SR :
-published during the 1960s suggest the same: "Top-of the

e receptlon as a fad. Even titles of varlous artlcles

Pops", "“Hesse Vogue'" and “HesserFad",_to name a few.

~In addition,»critics have argued that youth really never
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understood Hesse, having only bits and pieces with which they
could identjfy. 0ddly enough, Hesse addressed these problems
in his foreward to Stﬁgpenwolf and warned of the‘dangefs of

misinterpretation. | :

Yet it seems tO Me that of all my books Steppenwolf
is the one that Was more often and more wviolently
misunderstood than any other, and frequently it is
actually the affirmative and enthusiastic readers,
rather than thOSe who rejected the book, who have
reacted to it oddly Partly, but only partly, this
may occur so frequently by reason of the fact that
this book, written yhen I was fifty years old and
+dealing, as it does . with the problems of that age,

.often fell into the hands of very young readers.

i

i

“3The3¢;ﬁ§ics'sugge$tiOn that the reception may have been

only a fad is a simplifjcation. Currently, Hesse is well

received in Japan and his works have sold more copies there
received 1in J a1 : ,

_ th§ﬁ~in the United States. 1In view of the fact Japan is not

°

 ;cﬁ?féﬁt1y facingkthe Pbpbleés Fhe,Pnith_States éOﬁfrqntedf
during ‘thd 1960s and 1970s, the reasons for Hesse's popularity
‘% may be different.’ - :

Whatever the reasong for Hesse's success in the United

TR T

s

. .States, we must understand that during specific tilme's,

1;:ﬁ§fﬁéf§nt éspeéts'of an aﬁthox's work are received:é-Taking
| ;;ghigliﬁﬁg ¢§n%id¢ratidn;vit woﬁld be of no great~éurprise‘if
???aﬁé dQYé ﬁnderofavofable conditions Hesse's &ork§ are agéin a
ﬁ,laﬁidlyaébnéumed in the United Sta;es. i
i kAAlthough\tHisIStudy has focuSed~on,a"nqmber of aﬁpeété of
‘;\fés?ption in evaluating the acceptance’OffHérmananesse‘iﬁ fhe'>
:Uniﬁéd\states, ther@'afe dther éspects'hqt’includgé here. .
_ o 9y b

groups, socio-politics™

The four points utilized for this study;

o

FA



;/ offthe times, the author and mass medla are merely a

1

beglnnlng in evaluating ‘why an author S works'are reCELVed
Whereas ln the case of Hermann Hesse these four areas do

9~answer for the most parﬁ why thlS author was recelved in-

4

the Unlted States and why hlS popularlty was of such an

. . . . B . o

*'extraordinary nature T T» :_v‘f _.;{;tv
In the case of Hermann Hesse the 1dent1flcat10n between :
reader and llterary work was paramount ln the receptlon of

thlS author yet other factors wortHy of 1nvest1gatlon have" i

“

contrlbuted to the: receptlon as well It would be of great
- ’1nterest for example to examlne more closely the\role otherx”

//,‘

‘al Well known authors had ln the receptlon and how they alded ltsbff.

,n, : : ~

success.s For 1nstance, when Mann and Glde publlshed art1cles=

‘ 1 R
on Hesse how were the artlcles rléefved and did they 51gn1f1-3

‘Jf*cantly alter sales flgureSVL The

]

f ame 1nqu1ry may be applled SR

to Kurt Vonnegut s artlcle on Hes e.. To 1nvest1gate thls

4 B PN <\< ’ -
; 0‘ A

‘ effecthely, however, changes in the avallablllty and complla-g-
tlon of statlstlcal data must be made. Currently, few |
vstatlstlcs are avallable and most publlshers are not open wrthbl;;d

L’the_s:Lnformatlon they have i-rh'fdld o
» Another area of receptlon that could qute successfully
be applled to Hesse lS what Ebe:hardt Frey callst"Stllqualltat"?iy

. meanlng a detalled ana1y31s\of¢the structdre and language

- found w1th1n aﬂpantlcular work 7; Hesse s novel Slddhartha,,

g because of its flowzn \
A :

i:;well to such a study

R

style and s1mp11c1ty, lends Ltself S
BYrUCIIIZlng these aspe\ts and others critics, of.reception '@ -

o : : ./f. o e Vo e A e BRI

2

P».
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can better learn why an author S works are recelved and why

they are recelved in one decade and not recelved in another

\
"

Furthermore readers publlshers and authors allke may better :

understand the functlons of llterature

L .

. A flnal p01nt to be made 1s that CrlthS of llterature

have focused too- 1ong on the author and the llteraﬁy work
W ‘.i, \ . -'Q{

Both are 1mportant 1n the receptlon process,ogyt ‘1s;the

‘1:

r“s t&,,; .

reader who after all brlngs to.! llfe the wrltten page. iit’,b

t

'4)5 is’ upon the page that the reader dlscovers somethlng w1th

'T§( Whlch to - ldentlfy and often flnds .an afflrmatlon pf’personal

+

bellefs And by so d01ng, llterature achleves 1tsj soclal fvﬂffﬁ'

funotlon A PR e d L L
Lo 't '~ R ‘ : : S = A : .‘\ ’ : -
' What must be reallzed 1s that whatever Lnterpretatlon

youth chqseﬁ lt nevertheless represents receptlon Slmllarly,
. : e i P
- theunestf%ns as t@TWhe'her the recepﬁion of Hesse,wgg a fad

LA SR o
»remalns, in’ the v1ew of crltlcs of receptlon unlmportant
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