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Copyright Chill
In a legal context, chill is the 
inhibition or discouragement of 
the legitimate exercise of an 
individual’s rights by the threat 
(perceived or otherwise) of 
legal sanction.

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/07/12/york-university-loses-legal-fight-over-copyright-fees-after-federal-court-ruling.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/07/12/york-university-loses-legal-fight-over-copyright-fees-after-federal-court-ruling.html
http://canliiconnects.org/en/cases/2004scc13
http://canliiconnects.org/en/cases/2004scc13


Opening Up Copyright Instructional Modules 
Project

Basics
• Teaching and Learning 

Enhancement Fund (2017-2020): 
technical assistance; graduate 
student(s)

• Principal Investigator: Professor 
Michael McNally, SLIS, University 
of Alberta

• Collaborative project: SLIS / CRO 
/ CTL / copyright community

Principles 
• learning about law should be accessible
• higher education should be accessible / 

LIS should be open
• need to fight copyright chill, institutional 

risk avoidance
• OE builds capacity, reduces barriers

Goals 
• enhance the quality of copyright 

instruction within SLIS courses
• enhance copyright education for staff, 

students, and faculty across UA
• develop resources that can be adapted 

and used by other institutions



Open Educational Resources (OER)
OER are freely accessible, openly licensed (e.g., CC BY or CC BY NC) text, 
media, and other digital assets that are useful for teaching, learning, and 
assessing as well as for research purposes. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources

UNESCO Global Open Educational Resources Logo CC BY

McNally and Christiansen (Work in Progress). See also, Christiansen and McNally, Open Enough? Choices and Consequences When Transitioning From Closed to Open Resources and Courses. 2017-10-12 
http://hdl.handle.net/11205/352

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
http://hdl.handle.net/11205/352


From vision to reality: Compromises

• Technology
• Engaging enough; more 

resources to produce 
narrative-based content

• Open enough; ease of 
distribution and reuse

• Content depth and audience
• Expectations and 

collaboration

OER



Images Module – Using GoAnimate
(not quite open enough)

• Animation tools assist 
with developing a 
narrative structure 

• H5P overlay used for 
linking and test 
questions

• Test questions are 
interactive; 
automated for 
demonstration only

• First cut: need to fix 
typos, some phrasing


Images - first cut





Public Domain Module – Using Camtasia and 
PPT (engaging enough?)

• Easy to convert existing 
content to module 
template, provide case 
studies

• H5P overlay used for 
linking and test 
questions

• Test questions are 
interactive; automated 
for demonstration only

• First cut: need to fix 
typos, some phrasing 


Public Domain - first cut - full









We need your help.
https://goo.gl/6KfzwX
What modules should be a 
priority for development? 
How do you plan to use the 
Opening Up Copyright 
modules?
Can you contribute content or 
provide feedback on in-
progress content?

https://goo.gl/6KfzwX
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We need your help.
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What modules should be a 
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How do you plan to use the 
Opening Up Copyright 
modules?
Can you contribute content or 
provide feedback on in-
progress content?

• Learning objectives.
• Narratives or contextual 

stories.
• Test questions / materials.
• Resource links / materials.
• Other?

https://goo.gl/6KfzwX


https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/opening-up-copyright-instructional-modules

www.copyright.ualberta.ca -- Resources

Development, demonstration and discussion of the 
OER Copyright Project, June 1, Vancouver, BC
Speakers: Michael McNally, Amanda Wakaruk

https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/opening-up-copyright-instructional-modules
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/opening-up-copyright-instructional-modules
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/opening-up-copyright-instructional-modules


Questions?
Amanda Wakaruk, MLIS, MES
amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca
@awakaruk
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