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Abstract
-Dressmaking Occupations in-Edmonton, 1800-1930
~ Dianne R. Smith, Master of Science ‘ /
Clothing and Textiles
Professor Anne'M. Lambert
Faculty of Home Economics.

Department of Clothing and Textiles

Studies of Canadian women’'s history list dressmaking among the occupations™

available to and practiced by women durina the period 1900 to 1930. Compared with
the formally organized feminine occupations such as domestic service. teaching. clerical
work and nursing seamsterring, dressmaking and tailoring provided fiexible employment.
During periods of eeonomic instability women were likely to utilize skills such as 2
sewing skill in a range of employment within both the formal and informal economy The
use of sewing skills in Edmonton durmg the first decades of the twentieth century
encompassed all of these employment pOSSibihties

In order to research the full range of employment utilizing sewing skills a number
of sources were used. In addition to the Census of- Canada and Henderson’'s Business
D/rectory newspaper advertisements and oral history were the primary sources used.
The Edmonton Telephone Directory, archival records and artifact collections were

supplementary sources.

A content analysis of a sample of newspaper advertisements from the Edmonton

Journal. the Edmonton Bulletin, and the Strathcona Plaindea/er was undertaken. The

researcher examined the following features of nev)spaper advertisements as they
appeared over time the sex and marital status of the advertiser, the type of sewing

advertised, the skill level advertised the type of work situation advertised, the detail of

iocation information given, the type of g,arment advertised, employees advertised. and -

other services advertised in con;unction with sewing services. Content analySis provided
an objective.. systematic method of obtaining both quantitative and qualitative information

from newspaper advertisements.

i
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A content analysis of newspaper advartusements suggests that a greater number
of women utilized ther sewing skills in informal and formal economic activity durmg
periods, such as the years of First World Wur and th early 1920s, when the sconomy

of Edmonton and the prairie provmces‘was partncularly unstable Dressmaking lnd

seamsterring were almost entirely women's occupahons engaged in most often on ]

temporary basis and within a fiexible but insecure work situation. Tailoring of womens

clothing was practiced by both women and men. Tailoring gradually became an
occupation dominatec by males with eventually fewer women employed by tailoring
businesses and few, if any. females being trained in tailoring. The simplification of
clothing the success of the ready-to-wear industry -and the gradual widening of the

employment market for women led to an overall decline in the employment leve! and the

sk||l level of tailoresses. dressmakers and seamstresses. By the later years of. the pernod -

studied fewer women were engaged in any type of sewing activity related to a custom

dress product. More dressmakers workéd on the alteration of rqady-to-wear garments

and some changed thew emphasis to dressmaking lessons and services for the home:

L)
sewer.
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1. Statamaent of tha Problem

1.1 Introduction to the Study

Women have always worked yet‘ the defmition of women's work became an
ssue of particular social and economic significance during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries Within the developing capitalist economy of wastern society wage-earning
women occupied an essential position. The growth of the industrial economy depended
on an easly exploted and inexpenswe labour pool of which many were women and
children

Studies of women s labour force participatior rates pomted out that historically.
women s partcipation in the labour force was cychcally sensitive and ,that women
entered and left employment with cychcal booms and contractions in the employment
market {(Maber 1973 Simeral 1978 During periods 6f contraction women were hkely
to utlize ther swmils for example housekeeping skills and sewing skills. in less
conventionar employment employment which may be categorized as being informal
economic activity. Research by Ramirez (1981, ponted out a need for researchers 10
consider the whole sphere of socic-economic activity in which the participants made
use of therr time anc extra-market resaurlces to supplement therr means of existence |
p 45 ‘

Work for wages was only part of the work performed by women. As Pleck

»

(1976' indicatec e revised perspective on work deemphasizes wage-earning

suggesting a3 muck broader definition.of work which includes nonmarket labor most of |

" which was (and 15’ performed by .~omer (p. 182 The term. nonmarket labour. is often
used to refer to housework and childcare activities but can aiso refer to 'all those
activities by which persons producea goods and services for their own consumption. of
for exchange witn goods and services of friends but without the direct mediation of
mohey and outSud;the market circunt” (Ramirez, 1881, p. 45). Many domestic activities
for exampie. childcare. lsundry sewing. and needlecraft work, were often part of the
exchange of goods and services between family and friends. Mar@ven {1877) noted

The problem of the mismatch of income and outgo was no doubt a daly

concern to the working classes. 8 potent motive for family decisions One

answer to this mismatch ... was the early employment of youth. women s
work was equaliy logical but less common (p. 177..

|1
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Engagung in nonmarket activities was no doubt another common response R

To date researcﬁ“on women’s work in Canada has focused on occupations which
became established as femmnne occupatlons(,, for example, teaching, nursmg, clerical”
work, domestic ser'vi'ce and work in the textile and garment industries. Johnson's
(1982) study of \)lndustrlal home-based earnlng in Canada viewed from historical and
contemporary perspectives. noted that homework for the garment industry employed
primarily women. Studies (Acton. 1874; Roberts, 1976) of Canadlan women's history
listed dressmaking among the ocACUpatnons avallable to ang practiced by women.
Western (Canadian. sources {Corrective Collective, 1976- Jackel, 1982; Rasmussen
Rasmussen Savage & Wheeler, 1976; Sllverman 1984) lndlcated 3 demand existed for |
seamstressnng and dressmaking’ skills, partlcularly during the early settlement years. |

Compared with the formally. organized femmme occupations seamsterring.
dressmakung :and tailoring provvded more flexible employment The yse of sewing Skl“°b

covered a range of employment including sewing for onesel!f or one's “family. occasional

sewing for payment in cash or in kind, sewing for customers by the day at home or at

the customers home. dressmaking or ladies’ tailoring as a small business (as an

employer or employee!, dressmakmg in a retail clgghing or dry goods store, homeworx‘
for a garment manufacturer or factory work in the clothing trade. The use of sewing
skills in @& city, such as Egmonton )m(m*vg the first decades of the twentleth century,
encompassed all these possibilities.

Edmonton and other urban centres in the western pralrle region grew.‘rapldly

after 1901 alona5|de the developments In agrlculture and the.expansion of the railways
(Artlblse 1981) Cltles such*as Edmonton, vied with each other to attract busmess and

‘ settlement The cost of this boosterism was feit by 1913 when general econ omic

difficulties, compounded in later years by "the dislocation of war and a slow recovery’

{Artibise, p. 124) in the 1920s. caught Edmonton (as well as the four other major

" western cities) in serious financial straits, Weaver (1977) argued that part of Edmonton’s
B . 14 .)/,‘ N . H X

' vulner’aoility was due to "its undiVersifieo economy [which] stood exposed to slumps in

rallway constructlon dechning immugration, and international credit fluctuations” (p 22l

mey

Repercussnorys were evident |n the record unemployment of 1913 which lasted into the

1820s (Betke. 1981).
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As noted earher, women's formal employment was partncular,l§' sensitive to

fluctuations in the employment ‘market. Women were the first to be let go whan work

I/ became scarce. A flexible skill, such as sewing skill, may have been cal_!ed into use by
more women during periods of general economic dnffucultaes ./‘;’{

In order to research the full range of employment utullzmg sewing sk|I|s a number

« . . of 'sources must be used. Census data is “a valuable - soufce of information on the -

% formally organized dressmaking activities, such as work 'in a dressmaking or ladies’

tailoring establishment or work in a garment‘factory. T’he study of informal sewing and

dressmaking activities requires the use of additionalfinformation sowcee and rasearch

methods. Content analysis has proven 10 be a valuable research method in historical

research in that it provides a8 means of systemat:cany studying a variety of information

sources Kerkhoven. 1986, Paolett. 1980: Sghweger, 1983). In the research of recent

time periods, oral his}ory interviewing hes'; provided insight into historically obscure

topics (Corrective Collittive, 1974, Rasrﬁussen Rasmussen, Savage & Wheele‘ﬁ, 1876,

Silverman. 1984). A more comprehensive view of sewing and dressmaking occupations

1s possible when information from a variety of sources is combined.
1.2 Purpose of the Study /

The purpose of the//study was to investigate women's use of sewing skills in
. . / -
paid and unpaid employrﬁent in Edmonton from 1900 to 1930. The study focused on

¢

the nature of women s/ work. In this area and the hlStOflCal context of that work.
|
An addmona'/goal of the study was to explore avalable sources In orde* to
determine the %ype snd amount of informaton on women s sewing activities 0
. B s

Edmonton from 13800 to 1930. Through this study the research methods of content

analysts and oral history were evaluated and compared.

1.3 Objectives

The primary objective of the study was 1o compile and analyze a data base on
the informal and formal seamsterring. dressmaking. and tailoring activities of worr'\en n
Edmonton from 1800 to 1930. The study in /olved a systematic examination of

newspaper advertisements with a view to determining the nature- of womens



employmem using seamsterring. dressmaknng and tatrmg skills. SpecnflcaHy the

resaarcher examined the following features of the newspaper advertlsements as they

appear over time: (a) the sex of the advertiser: (b) the marital status of the advertiser: (c)

the type of sewing. dressmaking. or tailoring advertised: (d the type of garment

produced: (e) the detail of location information, glven in the advertisement; (f) the type of
work snuat.‘on advertised: (g the other services offered in conjuncnon with sewing
services.'(h) and the other workers involved.

information gained in the examination of newspaper advertisements was
supplemented with information from other sources. for example. Census of Canada,

Henderson's Business Directory Iisﬁngs and archival material. Oral histories were

.conaucted using specific.question sets in order to obtain qoqntanve’as well as additional

quantitauve mformahoh

The followmg specuf:c ob;ecnves were used to meet the primary objectnve
1. To campne data fnles from various sources; newspaper advernsements ‘from the
Edmomon Jouma/ Edmomon Da//y Bulletin and the Strathcona Plaindealer (also
caned the South Edmonton News), Census of Canada, Henderson's Bus/ness
D/recrory hsungs or_a! h»stortes, and - archival documents from the Provincial
_Archives of Alberta and the City of Edmonrton Archives. )
a. ‘To compne data fnles usmg a system of categorlzatlon tor t;\e information
emered
" b.  T6 supplement the oata files with qualitative information from oral histories.
c. To make the data files accessible to other researchers for future ose

2. To use all sources to compilé*g?“estnmate of fhe approxim'ate nulmber-of women In
Edmonéon from 1800 to 19 "who were engaged in various employments. such
as seamsterring. dressmaking. and tailoring. which utilized seMng §ki|ls.

3. To use all sources to compile an estimate of the ap;r;;i'mate number of women in
Edmonton.from 1900 to 193Qworkmg in each of the various types of sewmg and
dressmaking occupations. for example, “plain sewmg dressmaking. ladies’ ta:lormg
and in each of the types of work situations, for example. work by the day at the '

. customer's home. work for a retail clothmg or dry goods store or work in a

dressmaknng estabhshmen‘..



4 To use all sources to create a desctiptive profile of the sewers and their sewing y
activities.
5. To use all sources to compile a list of names and addresses of sewers worklhg in

Edmonton from 1900 to 1930. .

1.4 Operational Definitions
Informal Economic Activity In general. the exchanges of goods and services doné

q S

mformally without money transactnons and when money 1S mvolved it 1s 10 provnde

o

EE

susten'ance and not for increasing profits (Ross. 1980, p. 12); labour intensive, low
wage work invovied mainty 1n the production of services which enther are untraded or
AOnly traded on a very“smaH scale (Gershuny, 1979, p.. 12); also referred to as nonmarket
or exrr'é-market é:tht}‘tnéS {Pleck, 1876, Ramirez, 1881).

Férmal Economic Activity Economic activity officially recorded and orgz;m;ed by the
State whose intervention consists not only of stétutory deductions from income but also
in activites of organizational control and prevention (Redclift & Mingione. 1985. p. 1861

. . &

Designer A term used 1o denote one who de;rgns, by sketcn or in material or both.
apparel and accessories (Picken, 1957, p. 96:. The designer was usually an experienced
dressmaker, tailor or tailoress who was able to draft patterns and drape in. cloth (Smith,

"1984..

Cutter A term used to denole an individua!. usually a man (but may refer to an
experienced female dressmaker) who was responsible for the skilled task of determining

the ‘shape of the pieces planning the layout and the cutting out of garment pieces In

fabric (Kidwell. 1878, p. 3i. -

Cutting The term cutting refers to the mental process of determlm‘-\g the shape of the

pieces as well as the physical act of cutting (KrdWell, 1879. p. 3.

Pattern Drafting A term used to denote a means of securing a pattern according to



measurement (Fuller, 1917, p. 42). Itis a system' of drawing patterns with mechanical
precision based on body measurements (Erwin & Kinchen, 1'969, p. 466). Drafting was
used by dressmakers to acquire a set of foundation patterns of regular measurements.
With good proPOr;ions and good lines, from which other garments of varying measures
were made as required (Fales. 1917, p. 173). In drafting the woman who had become
familiar with the meaning of certan proportions and the relétion_oi the various line$ of
the .draft. was able to alter and develop any pattern to suit her needs (Woman's Institute

Library-of Dressmaking. 1824, p. /i/).
. ! I

‘Draping A term used 1o refer to the process of giving three-dimensio';al form to an
ides for a garmem a method of pattern making for fashion design that permits free and
accurate expresswn of |déas as the designer works with fabric on a dress form-or 3
model (Jaffe & Relis. 1973, p. 2.

Ladies’ Tailor A term usei‘d to denote a man or woman who specialized in the cutting
and making of tailored women's garments principally, suits. coats and simple tailored

L

- dresses (Smith, 1984..-

Tailoress A term used to denote a woman responsible for the most complex women's
and" men’'s garments such as coats. suits, and jackets. A higher degree of technical
knowledge was required to tailor a garment as opposed merely to sewing it (Trautman.
1979. p. 75).° '

Tailor: A term used to denote a man who cuts and makes various types of men’s
clothing. principally coats and suits {Picken, 1857, p. 344). The tailor reduired a higher
.degree of technical knowledge and reqdired the greatest skill in cutting as® opposed to

/merely sewing (Knd‘well, 1979, p. 3. Trautman, 1879, p. 75

Tmlormg A term used to denote sewing whnch requ:res more skill, or constructive
experience. than an average dressmaker would have. Successful taulormg also requires a

higher grade of workmanship (Woman's ‘Institute. 1923, p. 2). Tailoring techmiques are
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.an extqps'on of sewing - they go beyond sewmg m that they are additional techniques
which are not usually used on dresses. blouses, and gasual wear (Bane 1974 p. 17

See also the definition of a tailored garment. . ' ’

Tailored Garment A term used to denote a garment which is molded to the shape it v‘_vm
assume on the flgur’e by means of hand stitches to hold the various layers together so
that they act as ohe. tapes to.control certain edges and areas, 'and additional pre‘ssing
techniques to create the desired shape and to ‘ensure that it will be retained (Bane, 1974.
p. viii).

Dressmaker The term used to refer to a woman who sews and whé 1s more skilled
than a seamstress. A dressmaker cuts, fits. and sews. using bbth hand and machine

sewing to construct garments (Picken, 1939. p. 46).

Dressmaking A term used to denote sewing which was regarded as & more skilled and
professional activity than seamstressmg Dressmaking involved the makmg of fancy
toilettes, complex ensembles such as suits. as well as the altering and repajr of
garments (Trautman, 1979 p. 75). "Dressmaking is, withoutvquestion, one of an arustic

)

profession. and ... demands technical skill in putting together” (Hecklinger, 1880. p. /).

Seamstress A term used to denote 2 woman who seams or sews. a needlewoman
whose depa'tmem in her particular art 1s to perform plain sewmg as dustmgu-shed
from dress or martle making ang from decorative embrOIdery (Caulheld 19/2 p 443
They appear to be able to construct only the smplest of garmémts shurts and skurts fo'
example, and do rudimentary alterations and repairs (Trautman, 1979 pp 74 7’5’)

-

Plain Sewing A term denoting any descrlpfnon of needlew’/ork,whrch n§ o‘f a8 merely
useful char;ctek, in contradistinction to that which is purely decorative (Caulfield. 1972.
p. 394 ). Plan sewing included the ‘essential forms of household needlework - the
cutting out and- stitthing of “Underwear, ordinary clothing. sheets. towels, and

bedcoverings. This work reauired simple stitches among them the back, whip. cross
”__ : -
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and running stitches. Knitting and the making of household linen fit into this category
(Swain, 1877, p. 12).
Modiste: A term used to denote a woman who makes oOr sells fashionable articles of

dress (Picken, 1839, p. 100).

Partner: A term used to denote an individual involved as a financial contributor (Smith.
1984,

Apprentice A .term used to denote ar; individual, usuaHy'a young girl, who took a
posituon with a traned dressmaker to learn the .trade. Apprentices “in dressmaking.
afiloring and millinery were not required to pay premiums but were not, as a rule. paid
for the first six months. At the end of that time they received some srﬁgll remuneration
as improvers and assistants. Much depended on the special talent of the wgrker (Scott,
1892. p. 201. A s;arter was given the finishing of the underside of dresses. feling and
binding. sewing on buttons. pulling out basting threads. and working buttonholes. An

apprentice would eventually specialize 1n shirt-making. waist draping. or waist finishing

‘ (MacMurchy. 1820. p. 471

Assistant: A term used to denote an individual who, after serving an apprénticeshap and
having shown. skill in a given area. was assigned to a particular‘ task, such as.
buttonholes. sewing on trimmings and machine sewing. An assistant was; more
experienced and skiileg in ;he trade than an &nprover {Scott, 1882, p. 102

1
improver A term used to denote an individual who. after having served the first térm
of an apprenticeship. was assigned various tasks according to individual skill, such as

hemming. sewing on buttons. and hand finishing (Smith, 1984).

Hand A term used to denote a worker in the dress trade who is trained in the process
of manufacturing a particular item, for example, a shirt, pénts, vest,or waist. The term

hand usually refers to an in-factory worker however. the term is also used to refer to



factory out-workers working from their homes (Smith, 1984).

Finisher. A\term used to denote a worker who completes the handsewing on garments

which have been largely sewn by machine, for example, bastes. sews on buttons. collars
and cuffs (Tuchsherer, 1973, p. 100). The finisher takes the last stitches. checks all

work and adds any necessary stitches or trimming that completes the work (Picken.

1939. p. 571 s ' ‘

Finishing The term refers to the process of completing a machine sewn garment by

adding any necessary sttches or trim and checking the work on each garment (Picken.

1939, p. 57). Finising’ may inclyde any or all of the following items: Sewing on

buttons, fastening seams at the end ... sewing parts missed by the machines. making -
button-holes. hemming bands. 'herring-boning’ and 'fepther-stitching {(Mudie-Smith,

1906, p. 37:. The work of finishing is such as ‘can.be taken up by any Woman without

previous specia’ training {Wiliet 1968, p. 1 100

Draper In the dress trade the term refers to an individual who does the pinning. marking

and general work on garments they are the Iowesﬁon the pay scale ahd the least skilled

(Tuchscherer, 1873, p. 147} : TR .

Family Sewing A term used to denote the making of new clothing and the remode!lmé
and repairing of existing clotning. The term includes the making of children s clothing

householc items like ap-ons and housedresses and lingerie (Smith. 1984;.

Remodelling/Making Over The term refers to the process of taking a discarded
garment and making a new one. For example. a new garment could be made from an old
tailored suit or two old dresses by ripping and pressing the old garments and cutting the

new garment from the cloth obtained. or a dress somewhat out of date could be

Alterations A term used 1o denote corrections made to existing garments to alter the
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fit of the garment. includes making a garment smaller or larger in certain areas, 'for
example, shorten or lengthen. take-in or let-out (Smith. 1884). The term also refers to
corrections made to patterns to bring them closer to individual bbdy measurements
(Reader's Digest. 1979, p. 100).
.

Other Activities/Services A term used to denote domestic services involving the
production of and/or care of clothing and its accessories. For examplé, miliinery.
darming. knitting and f:rochetmg.'drycle’anmgﬁ. and laundry are activities included in this.
category. The term also includes activities which could be undertaken in the home, In
conjunction with or instead of., dressmaking. for example, childcare. music lessons or
pho‘tograph retéuchmg {Smith. 1984}

Millinery: A term denoting the composmon of any description of head-dress, whether

bonnet cap. veil. or other decorative or useful head covering (Caulfield, 1882 p 346).

Needlework A generic and comprehensive term including every species of work.
whether plain or-decorative. that can be executed by means of the needle whatever

description the needle may-be (Caulfield, 1882, p. 354)., ~=

Fancy Work. A term describing embroidery and alied domestic crafts done by women
at home (Clabburn.- 1876, p. foq‘,_ Fancy work encompassed all the nonutilitarian forms

of needlework (Swain 1877 p. 12

Mending A term used to denote the repair of existing garments with, weakened or
damaged areas. for example. garments with holes or frayed areas. includes the replacing
of the worn-out portion of any garment or piece of stuff, by another piece of material.

Mending activities include patching and darning (Caulfield. 1882, p. 378).

Patching The term refers to the replacing of the worn-out portion of any garment or
prece of stuft by another piece of material {Caulfield, 1882, p. 378\. Patching consists

in accurately fiting a piece. if possible of the same material. into 3 hole in an arncle (de



Dillmont. 1886 p. 33!

Darning The term éefar; to the repair ,0' a fabric made by replacing the weakened
threads of a materual by new threads, variously inteﬁecting so as to reproduce as
faithfully as possible the weave of the damaged material (de Dillmont, 1886. p. 33).
Paralie! threads are laid a ross the hole and crossthreads are woven alternately over and

N
under {Clabburn. 187€ p,{\79). o ~

Factories Act Alberta. 1917 pp. 137-138). Any factory where not more than five

péople were employe¥ was not considered a factory under the Act (Tne Factories Act
p.1401. The list of factories includes clothing factories, dressmaking establishments.

shirt factories and tailor shops {The Factories Act, pp. 158-159i. -

Factory Homework /Qutworking A term used to denote the gwving out of arycles or
materials to be made up. clesned. washed. a|t.e‘red. ornamepted. firished or repaired or
adapted for saie. in tne home of the employee of a factory (The Factories Act, Alberta.
1817, p. 138. In ga-ment manufacturing sample garments were made up which
homeworkers used as models for sttching up garments from bundies of pre-cut
raterial. A ptece rate was calculated for each garment from the time required to sew
the sample (Johnson 1982. p. 24). Some homeworkers workec on the finishing of
garments. for example. the handsewing of hems and waistbands, felling seams (Willet,
1968 p. 110). Homeworkers had to pay for their own machines and thread and were

responsible for transporting the materials 1o and from the suppliers (Johnson p. 140:.

.Dressmaking or Tailoring Establishment: A term used to denote a business. separate

from a place of residence (The Factories Act. Alberta. 1917, p. 140:. The precework

]
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system may have been used or an individua! may have completed an entire garment.
however, unlike factory production, a unique custom product was made for a specific

chent {Smith, 1984) .

Work by the day - out A term used to ~1@ s@wing or dregq‘making carried out in the
customer s home to which the seamstress or dressmaker traveled each day to work n
the customer s home or boarded in the customer’'s home for the duration of the work
(Smith.  1984). The woman of the house may have assisted the seamstress or

dressmaker by stitching the seams and hems (Swain, 1877, p. 23).

Work by the day - in A term used to denote sewing or dressmaking carried out in the

dressmaker s home (Smith. 1984}

Work at home A term used to denote sewing or dressmaking undertaken in the home

of the seamstress or dressmaker (Smith. 1884)

Work by the hour A term used to denote sewing of dressmaking charged according to

the number of hours required to complete the work requested (Smith, 1984

Work for a drycieaner A term used to denote the repar of clot\hmg within 3

drycleaning business (Smith. 1984).

- Classified - Persona] A term used to denote an adverusement of sewing or

dressmaking services placed with personal announcements (Srmith, 1984).

Classified - Situations Vacant . A term used to denote an advertisement placed in'a
newspaper by a person or persons with 3 work position they wish 10 have filled the

term "help wanted' is aiso used (Smith, 1984).

Classified - Situations Wanted: A term used to denote an advertisement In 3

-
newspaper placed by an individual seeking employment {Smith, 1984 A
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Classified - Business Cards A term used to denote an advertisement in a newspaper
copied from a business card and listed along with other businesses of various

descriptions (Smith. 1984).

Classified - Dressmaking A term used to denote a newspaper advertisement that
specifically uses the term dressmaker in reference to the individual advertising the
,/’

service {Smith. 1984} .

Classified - Misc. Wants A term used to denote an advertisement in the newspaper

offering or requesting sewing services and listed with various other want ads (Smith,

1984..

Classified - Business Chances A term used to denote an advertisemen: of individuals
~
V\'an{lng to start a business. Join an emstlng business Or sell a bUSlﬁeSS related to the use

of sewing skilis (Smuth 1984

4
\

Too Late to Classify A term used to denote any classified advertisements received by
the newspaper at a tmé which was too late for the advertisements to be sorteo

according to the various sections of classified advertisements {Smith. 1884

Woman's Page A term used to denote 2 page In the newspaper with reports of
interest specifically to women for example fashion articles. The page may Include

notices for sewirg anc cressmaking services (Smith. 1984 .

With News ltem A term used to denote an advertisement appearing among news items
rather than in a specified advertising section of the newspaper. for example. Classified

Ads (Smith. 1984). ¢
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1.5 Limitations of the Study

The time period. 1900 to 1930. was chosen for this study. During thus 30 year
period the economy of the city went through a major expansion and recession.
Employment opportunities for men and women were influenced by the economic climate
of the city.

During the perred 1900 to 1830, &he‘style of clothing changed from complex
form-fitting garments to simple. less structured garments requiring less skill. materials
and tme to produce As clothing became less structured and form-fiting the demand

for custom prodyction declined. The simphfication of clothing styles evident by the early

19205 was a major factor in the development and growth of a women s ready-to-wear

‘dress trade. By 1930 the women s ready-to-wear garment industry was well

established

For purposes of this study Strathcona was considered a; well as Edmonton. for
the years 1800-1912 Strathcona amalgamated with Edmonton in 1812

The study focused on the occupations of seamsterring dressmaking and taioring
as practiced by women. Men also engaged in these occupations. particularly taloring
however informationgon the practice of such occupations by men will be discussed only
in the findings and discussion as it pertans to the findings about the women involved
The discussion of tailoring will be confined to those women or men designated as ladies
tailors or taioresses producing women s tailored garments.

The Factories Aér of Aiberta 11917, pp. 158-159 hsts four categories ©f
clothing manufacturers clothing factories shirt facton;as, dressmaking establishments
and tailor shops. For purposes of this study only the latter two categories of clothing
manufacturers = dressmaking establishments and talor shops. will  be conscdéred.
Homework for the ready-to-wear clothing industry often fell within the informat
economy and occupied primarily women thereforé,"all industrial home-based sewing
from each o% the four categories of The Factories Act. was inclyded as part of this

study



2 Litersture Review

2.1 Women's Work

The work most often associated with a large number of women includes
domestic service dressmaking and seamstressing teaching. nursing. otfice work’
clerical and saies work Wilson (1982) noted that from iQOl untit 1971 these six
occupations accounted for at least fifty per cent of the temale labour force in Canada
References (Hil 1979 Hooks 1947) on the female work force in the United States
from 1870 to 1940 hst the same six occn\npauons‘ in expanded categories and with the
additicn of farm lapow among the ter leading occupations for women The largest
pércentage of women were empioyed in domestc service in Canada this was the
largest occupational category for women until the Second World War (Wison 1382
The occupations of seamstress dressmaker and taloress were le‘admg pad occupatoohs
for women in Canada and the United States to 1820

The choices open to women who wanted or needed to work were hmitec by the
social defimtior of what constituted a surtable feminine occupation The jobs available to
them were Iar}gely determined by a bas demand for the unskilled or sem:-skillec labour
they provided and by social atiitudes towards women s paid work As Wilson (1982,
pointed out  women moved INto jobs that were either natural extensions ot ther
homemaking or nurturing skills or that were rapidly expanding and n need of an
inexpensive labo'\;r poo! ipp 75-761 Woloch {1984 elaborated on this point by statng
that moest wome\r wage earne-s filled huge gaps In the expanding industria’ secto” by
taking new jobs - unskilled jobs that men never held jobs that mutiph€d in protus:or
(p. 240 The femmization of occupations such as teaching nursing sales and clerica
work reinforced segregation of work by sex

Notions of surtable and respectable work for women are evidence of
working-class women s attempts to adhere in part 10 the domestiz ideology of the
period. The cult of domesticity was 3 middie-class ideology of the late 19th ang early
20th centuries which emphasized the virtues of femininity piety purity. subrmissiveness

and domesticity (Welter. 1876, 4

15
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. *
.IA herarchy existed which ranked women's work according -to a respectability

standard. Certain jobs. such as domestic service, factory work and waitressing, had a
stlgma attached to ther} better jobs were teaching, nursing, sales and clerical work Any
'f,work S|tuat|on whlch protected feminine virtues wothm a paternal organlzatlon was
valued above ‘work which threatened those vlrtues (Kessler-Harris, 1982). ideas of
respectabillty also beneflted employers; the; could offer reduced wages to those who
sought respectable work situations. This practice. coupled wnth self- imposed social
constraints. rmed n a crpwdlng of the occupatuons avallable to women

Kessler-Harris. 1982, a o /"

‘ Sex- specmc ;ob cateaorres were’ justified by the po\)ular belief that men and

women were essentlall; dlfferent and therefore, the roles each had in society were
naturally determined by’ their dlfferences Social Darwmlan ‘theory, popular in the late
9th and early 20th centurlesj/vas used to support the notlon of separate spheres of

influence for the sexes. Evolutionary theory was used to explain how "women'’s social

functlons .. developed naturally in accordance with women's’ nature” (Newman 198.3 p.

"10). Newman noted that a "behef in sexual differences ied to the structurlng' of sex
segregated work environments. but the effects of tnls organization were then teken as
proof of the driginal hypothesis. Only men could do ‘(éertain -tasks, and only women
-Eould do others p. 250.. |
The argument for socially recognized separate spheres for men and women
developed out of the need to raneﬂna{hze changes brought about by the growth of the
market economy, partlcularly changes that were threatenlng to the balance of power
within the family. Since women were blologlcally fit to be chlldbearers the home was
de.mgnated as their proper sphere Being the- stronger of the sexes, males were better
_sulted to meet the demands of a competmve busmess world. The process which led to
the man becoming more and more removed from productive activity in the home upheld
the woman as the lndlwdua. most responsible for the well-being of the family,
partlcularly the moral health of the family (Cook & Mitchinson, 1976).
Galbraith (1973} coined the term, convenlent social virtue®, to pount to the 'socia!
\}and economlc'significance of woman's role as the household manager. As in the
dérnestlc ideotogy of the 18th End early 20th centuries, women's real work was defined

kY
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as the work done in the home for the family. Galbraith argued that the ideoclogy served
to disguise the underlying economic need fdr unpaid labour in the home.
Some of the work women performed satisfied Ross' (1980) definition of the

informal economy as ‘the exchange of goods and services done informalliy without

. money transactions, and when money is involved, it is not for increasing profits” (p: 12).

’Gershun-,y 5 (1979 further described work within the informal economy as ~
. W ' -

char'ac'\téristicany low-wage. labour inten’s‘l\“/;e". and insecure with working conditions not
subject to health and safety standards. Home-based earning. for example. homework
féa' a garment manufacturer, most of Which was and is done by women, comes uhder
this category. In her work on industria’ home-sewing in éanada, Johnson {1882) noted
the garment industry employed {and employs). the most homeworkers in Canada. The
garmient industry rehea on a mass of unskilled or semi-skilled workers who worked on a
piecework system. Johnson noted a decline in homework in the late 1920s and 1830s;
a cl\ear connection was observed between a rising standard of 'Ilvmg and a drop In

homework. However, homework ‘continued to flourish in low-income communities”and

" 1o attract workers who were the most vulnerable and dependént, for example. illegal or

recent immigrants, disabled persons. and mothers of young children” (Johnson, p. 54).
Home-Based work aiso included "socio-economic activity in which  the

participants made use of ther time and extra-market resources to supplement ther

.. means of existence (Ramirez, 1981, p. 45). Extra-market or nonmarket actities

v included taking boarders or lodgers. producing a végetable garden, sewing clothing for

family and friends. and so on (Hareven, 1877: Pleck. 1976 Ramirez, 1981).

Household production of goods and services. according to Reids (1834

-

definition, included

those unpaid activities which are carried on by and for those members. which
actvities might be replaced by market goods or pad _services,: iof
circumstances such as income, market conditions and personal inclinations
permit the service being delegated to someone outside the household group
p. 11

Using the example of the production of garments-Within the household . Reid stated

The skill possessed by certain family members influences greatly the quality
of product provided and also whether the family or a paid worker shall do a
given task .... [Tlhe woman who can construct a garment with ease [is more
iikely] to do the home sewing. than [she] would if [her] ability in such
productive processes were undeveloped (p. 124).

4

-
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With reference to two' studies of the relative cost of 't(c;merﬁade to ready-to-wear
othmg undertaken in-the United States, one published in 1923 and the other in 1931,

Reid noted that the more expensu:/ekga?q\ents such as silk dresses and outer garments
provided the greatest saving "if the sewer\had ability in reproducing style” (p. 221).
Studies of household production support the argument for a new viewpoint on work
which "deefnphasizes Wage-.earning, suggesting a much broader definition of 'work
which includes nonmarket labour. most of which .was ... performed by women” (Pleck..
1976. p. 182).

“Connelly’'s (1878) sxudy of the economic cwcumstances influencing women's
participation in the Canadian work force from 1801 to 1971 suggested that research of
women s paud and unpad occupatnons should~ ponsader the particular economic
enw'ronmeht in—which they occur. Wilson (1879, fh*her discussion of the economic
function of American cities during the years 1870-1920, noted from an analysis of
census data that ‘cites with a larger proportion Sf their total labor force in
manufacturmg and. mechanical occupations had a greater percentage of emp\oyed
‘women than dié cities that inclined toward trade and transportation occupations” (p.
128). Women's participation in informal economic activites and the opportunities for
paid employment available tc them may have been influenced by the economic function
of the city in which they lived.

Workmg class women:s partncnpatuon in pand ‘employment and the informal
economic activittes was influenced by the employment opportunities ‘avaulabl'e to
workmg:class men. Research on the working- class viri Toronto, Montreal, and the United
States from the 1830s to 1830 noted the average family required the full employmen:
of the head of household or, which was more often the tase, at least two wage-earners
to reach the minimum income. leve! (Copp. 1974; Piva. 1879. Rob(;rts 1976 Tentler
1979). Chitdren and young women formed an mportant part of the working class work
force. Coulter (1876) noted that. due to the seasonal nature of work in Alberta and the
resulting unemployment. it was necessary for children to contribute to the income of
some families. '

As Wilson (1979 stated. "the degree of economic necessity. types of

occupations available and acceptable. existing attitudes within the group regarding
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_ employment of‘ women - all. undoubtedly played 'a part in determining employment

4

patterns’ (p. 114). Brandts (1985) work on the impact on paid employment of the
changing life situations of wbmen working in the Quebec textile industry emphasized a
research method that considers "the dynamics of the complex relationship between
women, work. and the family" (p. 114).

The majority of working women were young. ‘single Workung-class women who
spent the tme after the end of schooling and before marriage engaged n pad
employment. For many the expectation of marriage as a means of economic support’
deterrec professional development as workers and consequently encouraged employee
turnover. Brandt (1985) noted “the result was that companies regarded all women
regardless of therr individua! cwcums\tances as temporsy workers, and provided no
occupational mobility for them’ (p. 121 |

Women leaving the work force to.marry were replaced by other single young

women. “therr places were taken by other, ‘generally younger women workers and thus

the great total remains undiminished (Roberts. 1876. p. 10. Many of these women

hvéd at home with their parents and contributed all or part of their wage to the tamily
incorﬁe. indeed as Acton (1§74 pointed out. ‘'wages were such that they had to live at
home or take pa“t-time Jdbs 2s gomestics tor prosfitutes" ip 2€9.

Tne remainder of the work force,wés comprised of women who were the sole
support of themselves-and therr families. Widows, separated. deserted or diorced
women, and never-married women negessarily required an independent income. Married
women  with unemployed or underemployed husbands were often pushed into, wage
worl,,_‘as a means of supplementing oOr replacing a husband s wages. For these women
social anitudeé toward employed women added 0 the strain of economic need. As
Newman (1985) noted society in general viewed older working women as objects of
ﬁ@%ry or disdain: wudows and women whose husbands could not support them were
pmed dwvorced women and spinsters were disdained. Consequently, those women who
could. worked only until some other member of the family could replace them in the
work force (Fraundorf, 1879

Mérried women worked primarily when family financial needs requred 1t and

when there were no children of working age. According 1o one researcher s estimate 1t
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‘wasn't until the 1920s ... that male incomes of the unskilled reached the level of a living
family wage. The family stili needed secondary wage earners to support itself” (Phillips &
Phillips, 1983, p. 18). The role of secondary wage earner increasingly fell to wives.
Societal attitudes toward working wives and mothers and the,opbosition of husbands to
outside employment kept most married women out of ihe work force (Brandt. 1985).
Employment of married women outside the home ref_lecfed negativelyon'the husband s
role as the economic head of household and for some, "the working woman
symbolized the dissolution of the family” (Newman, 1985, p. 245).

Social sanctions against the outside employment of wives and mothers did not
extend to homework. The ability to engage in "remunerative work in the homé aliowed
women to attend to housework and children at the same time and to escape the charge
that they were neglectmo therr domestic responsibilities. The usual alternatives were to
keep boarders, work as a dressmaker in the home. teach music or take in mdustrual
homework. Fraundorf (1879 noted 'the gainful employment of mothers was possible
because of the availability of numerous jobs that could be done in the home, such as
taking in laundry or piecework manufacture of clothing. artificial _flowers or holiday
dacorations” (p. 406..

By the 1920s the growing ethic of consumerism combmed with generally better
education for women led to a gradual change in social attitudes. A rising standard of
living changed the definition of what constituted necessities placing a greater demand on
family income and creating new incentives. For those who could afford it the new
_technology reduced household work leaving more time to earn moneyA for' additionai
amenites (Kessler-Harris, 19821 \

Throughout the -:19205 women from middle- and upper-class families moved into
the éxpandmg white-collar sector of the work force. The éxpéctatlons of some included
the possibility of combining a career wath marriage. However, as Kessler-Harris (1982
noted. ")mos_t women did not have the kinds of jobs that suggested the possibility* of
personal growth and satisfaction, and thein daily lives were filled with the same

pressures that had characterized the lives of their mothers a generation earler” (p. 236).
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2.2 The Women's Dress Trade

The interaction of custo‘z dressmaking and ready to-wear clo'thmg manufacture
was such that the growth of a ready-to-wear clothing industry inavitably resuited in the
decline of dressmaking as 'an occupation. Tuchscherer's (1873) study of the
development of the dress trade in the United States provides useful ir;formation on the
factors influencing the g-owth of the dress trade in particular. The fashion of the period
is cited as the primary reason why the dress trade developed as it did and when it did.

The complex form-fiting women's garments of the 1890s and 1800s were
more profitably and sgusfactorily produced in a custom dressmaking shop. The tubular
silhouette of the teens and 1920s was less complex and form-fitting and therefore
could be produced in greater quantity and at a lower unit cost, to fit a greater number
of women. Tuchscherer (1873) noted that more units of the tubular fashion could be
sewn In any.given unit of time and using less materials tr:nan the back-full fashion of the
1890s and 1900s and. although the business was still a risky one. the probability of
profits was ‘greater for the tubutar fashion than the 1—8905 one since mass production
was now feasible. As in the men s clothing mduétry, the ability to standardize sizing was
essential 1o the development of the dressi trade. The simplicity of the tubular fashion
allowed fo- standardization but at a much later date than was the case with the men s
clothing industry.

Initially, women s ready-to-wear apparel, such as cloaks, suits, riding habits and
shirtwaists. was developed from cormding male clothing, particularly as women s
working and sports attire (Banner. 1983» Banner reasoned that 'work was 3 masculine
sphere. and for justification in emermg it gvomen borrowed masculine ature” (p. 32i.

The shirtwaist trade in New York had started by 1890, by 1900 shnrtwansts were
being manufactured by the hundreds (Daves 1967). Banner (1983) noted. however, that
shirtwaist fashions evolved and 'wnthm a few years it had developed extraordinarily
shaped sleeves and confining collars and often heeded special tailoring” {p. 150).

The tubular dress si|houette In faghion by 1913, ‘marked a distinctive change In
the dress product which was accompamed by a modification of consumer tastes toward
* simpler, less structured clothing. The dress trade developed out of the shirtwaist trade.

The years 1914 tc 1918 were boom years for the dress industry and by 1821 the
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dress trade dominated the women's ready-to-wear clothing industry {Tuchscherer.
19735. Daves (1967) commented that ready-to-wess dresses wera not a big commercial
success until 1821-1822 when 2 simplifiedﬁ body-shape and simplified garment- shape
were an established fashion. This supports Tuchscherer's hypothesis that a change in
consumer taste was 8 necessary influence on the growth of the dress trade.
Tuchscherer hypothesized thAat at the first of the period (1900) more fashionable
dresses were likely obtained through a dréssmaker; not until the ready;to-wear garment
industry provided more fashionable garments did the role of dressmaking decline.
Advertising and a mail-order system were used by companies, suc_h as Eatoﬁ’s. to
encourage women 10 buy ready-made clothing rather than{make their own or have them
custom-made (Phillips & Phillips. 1983:. |
The need to respond to the demands of fashion in the women s ready-to-wear
industry hmited the dress trade in its early’ years to p;r‘oduction in small shops and
through the contracting system. The 'gr;:fvth of the dress'trade ‘was unaccompanied by
technological or orgamizational advances” (Tuchscherer, 1873. pp. 61-62) the major
factor in the growth was the availability of a large immigrant labour pool. The sewing
machine dominated the industry and with its introduction the dem.éndvfor labour shifted
to unskilled workers. | |
Research by Pwva (19739 on the working-class in Toronto. 1800-1821. noted

that n 1911 the small shop and homework were typical of the Canadian clothing
industry. A Report Upon the Sweating System in Canaa’a, written in 1896, stated "The
development of the ready-to-wear industry by subdivision of labour has rendered
unnecessary the émployment of so great a proportion of specially skilled
handicraftsmen and made it possible to give the employment to less skilled and cheaper
labour (quoted in Light & Parr. 1983, p. 31). In reference to the clothing industry in |
Leeds, England of 1880 to 1814, Busfieid (1985) noted:

It appears that small clothing firms may have preferred to employ

experienced women, but large factories favoured young girls. Presumably the

small employer found that the higher wage they had to pay to an experienced

tailoress was offset by her higher productivity, whereas the large employer

found it economical to train young girls since learners who produced littie

were only a small part of his total workforce at any one time (p. 82).

By 1821 the factory system dominated, production of clothing by skilled dressmakers.

tailors and tailoresses was largely replaced by the factory production of clothing by
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unskilled factory operatives. Piva noted that the development of the womens
ready-to-wear garment industry led to a decline in the lavel of employment of womeﬁ
who previoysly worked as dressmakers and tailoresses.

In the' contracting system the common pattern was for the designing, cutting, and
making of the sample garment to be done “inside” by the mar'\ufacturer, the sewing.
presélhg and finishing to be done outside in smaller shops or home workshops (Kidwell,
1974). The Report Upon the Sweating System in Canada (1896) stated:

The piecework system is probably more usual where vs/bmén and children are
empioyed than it 1s among malé employees. but the division cannot be said to
be on sex lines. Having regard, however, to the fact that all work done in
private houses is done on the plecework system and is mainly done by
women, it 1s evident that much the greater part of the clothing made under
t3h1ejip|ecework system 1s made by women {quoted in Light and Parr, 198?, p.

In the volatile women's readyﬁo-wear industry clothing was often ‘manufactured
on consignment for retail stores, department stores, of wholesalers, few of which had
any direct contact with the workers’ (Johnson, 1982. p. 38. Manufacturers benefited
by this system because they could 'adjust production to rising and faling consumer
demand without mamntaining facilities” (Johnson, p'. 4.3)‘ Homeworkers were at a distinct
dusadvamage in that "they had to pay“for ther own machines and thread. and waere
responsible  for transporting the matenials to and from the supphers. Their ‘wages
moreover were hiable to be reduced through f.mes if the employer found fault with therr
work” (Johnson. p. 40). By the beginrﬁng of the 20th century homework came under the
scrutiny of social reformers whe tried to‘ apply factory laws to sorﬁe homework.‘
However. as Johnsor noted "laws were often half-hearted and ineffectual enforcement
was almost impossible’ (p. 47). homework persisted.

' With the introduction of social welfare services and minimum wage laws many
homeworkers moved into better~baynng jobs outside the home. The number of
‘homeworkers declined between 1900 and 1920, however a trend toward homework
was evident in the late 1920s (Johnson, 1982). Studies (Butier, 1869, Johnson, 1982,
Manning. 1830) on homework for garment manufacturers histed immigrants. women with
youné children, elderly or partially disabled persons. and wives and childrgn of

wage-earners as the main groups of homeworkers. As Johnson pointed out. homework

. r . . . .
was a response to poverty and ‘continued to flourish in low-income communities and to
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attract workers who were the most vulnerable and dependent’ (p. 54).

2.3 Dressmaking
Descriptive studies (Acton, 1974; Cook & Mitchinson, 1976; Corrective

Collective. 1974, Light & Parr, 1983, Jackel, 1982 Rasmussen, Rasmussen. Savage &
Wheeler, 1976, Siverman, 1984) of women's work in Canada during the late 19th and
: early 20th centuries mention the occupat'ons'of seamstress. dressmaker, and tailoress
Trofimenkoff (1978, observed. ‘many dressmakers and seamstresses would work in
their own home. in private homes, In very small establishments or as 'outside workers’
for retail clothing shops™ {pPp. 70-71). MacMurchy (1820).in The Canadian Girl at Work,
commented on the seamstress who sews by the day in the horrfes of her employers

In this work she is on her responsibility and is handling goods of some value.

so that she needs judgement as weli as knowledge. The rates of payment are

from $1.75 to $2.60 per day. meals included. Sometimes the home

dressmaker may be paid even $3.00 or more a day, but 1n this case she must

be quick and her work must be exceptionally well done. The ordinary

seamstress should be a neat sewer and should know how to fit. but she s

not expected to design or to make elaborate costumes (p. 49
An article entitled, How Women May £arn a Living, ({Candee. 1900 claimed.

There is money to be made in custom-made shirt-waists, cut in correct style,

of the best materials. and sold at a figure that entices the purchaser even
from the bargamn counter of the department store. Who starts In this

business now cannot be called a pioneer, for there are several firms of °
women in the full swing of success” (p. 231).

However, the author offered little practical advice as to how this success was to be
achieved. The Woman's institute Lib‘rarvy of Dressmaking (1924 included a chapter on
“The Dressmaker and Tailor Shop” which covered topics such as choosing a suitable
locauon choosing & name. business matters and working tips.

. Arucles (Clark. 1980, Crowther, 1976 Jerde. 19\80_’) ‘about individual
dressmakers n the United Statfi and England provide mforniuatnon on successfu
dressmaking establishments operated during the 1880s to 1920s. The most influentia!
period for these dressmakers w.as 18380 to a.pproximately 1815. Each dressmaker
combined a talent for fashionable dressmaking with a keen business sense. All started
business in the family home and eventuaily expanded to separate business establisﬁments
employing from over 20 to 206 employees. At the h‘élght of their success eacH,‘

dressmaker traveled to Paris. New York or London to view and purchase current styles
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for copying Each of the businesses had either closed or deciined by the 1820s due in
bart to the changing styles and the increased acceptability ‘and availability of
ready-to-wear clothing. ‘ h

Trautman's (1979) demographic study of personal ciothiérs working in Colorado
from 1880 to 1920 relied on National Census Reports. city directories, and business
directories for data on the number, sex, marual status. and national orign of personal
clothiers. In addition, data was collected for the cities of Denver, and Fort ColIm‘s. H,e'r'
findings support current knowledge about the occupations of personal clothners/"énd :
about women s work In general. Trautman reported some distinguishing featureg”bf' the
occupations of personal clothiers (1) seamsterring and dressmaking becan')é definite
‘woman s occupations while taloring became more masculinized during the/pernod, {2)
seamsterring was dominated by white females aged 16 to 24 while dressmaking was
dominated by white females aged 35 to 44. (3) the largest percentage of seamstresses
and dressmakers were single, (4 a marked decrease ih the numbers of personal
clovthsers was evident between 1910 and 1920. Data from city and business directories
for Denver and Fort Coilins indicated that seamsierrmg and dressmaking were temporary
occupations generaliy worked out of one's residence. Trautman argued that talors were
pbetter prepared for the transition to ready-to-wear clothing manufacture than were
seamstresses and dressmakers because they had made' early alhances with merchant
tailors and busimesses such as drycleaning or dry goods establishments.

Little 15 known about the traning dressmakers received in their skill, some were
apprenticed to traned dressmakers. some learned the skill from ther mothers, some
learned in schools and sﬁli others may have learned from a dressmaking manual. Kidwel!
11979;. 1n her study of drafting systems available to dressmakers. noted

By the last two decades of the 19th century the dress cutting systems were
aimed mostly at professional dressmakers. Some methods were still designed
partly for women who wanted to make ther own dresses but the emphasis
was on selling to the individual wanting to be paid for making garments for
others. This shift occurred when the latest fashions dictated precisely fitted
garments of the most complex cut and when direct-measure methods (with
their greater degree of “accuracy and difficulty) became popular. By then,
women sewing only for themselves or their families had a simpler way to

obtain their patterns; they could buy them from a manufacturer of sized

paper patterns (p. 81). N

Reliable patterns for women s garments had been available since the 1870s from

manufacturers such as Demorest. Butterick, and McCall. Butterick in particular amed at 2
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wide distribution for their patterns through a mail-order system ang through promotion
in the Butterick published fashion magazine. The Delineator (Walsh, 1979, pp. 305,
31 1). Kidwell (1979) noted, ‘Demorest's, Butterick's, and McCall's patternsj were all
sized by proportional systems of grading. Most ladies found these patterns had to be
altered to fit" (p. B6). Walsh concluded that a degree of success in the use of these
patterns is evident in the millions of patterns sold annually. Reid (1934) noted in the
EFconomics of househol/d production : \‘
The greater the skill and training required. the less likely is the household
worker to produce satisfactory goods. Children's clothes are more
frequently made by the homemaker than the clothes for adult members of the
group because they are made in simpler styles and are more easily fitted and
are less likely to appear homemade. The more complicated is the pattern for
a garment and the harder the material 1s to work with, the fewer women are
found making the garment at home (p. 128).
Patterns were an aid to the home dressmaker; hoWever, the skill and traning ot the
seamstress determined satisfaction with home-sewn garments.

The develobment of the paper pattern industry and the ready-to-wear clothing
industry was preceeded by the develo;‘\ent of the sewing machine industry. The sewing
machine industry in Canada and the United States was established well before 1900. The
important years in the Cangdian se- "9 machine industry were ‘1860 to 1897. a period
when 14 Ontario manufacturers ... were producing family or domestic sewing machines’
(Brent, 1980. p. 2). Brent ndted that consumer demand for sewing machines was high
during the 1870s as a result of "the availability of spare parts. convenient local machine
servicing. instalment plan purchasing and massive advertising campaigns’ (p. 1. By 1800
many Canadian families had sewing machines or were able to purchase them on an
installment plan A portable hand machine was $11.75 or $15.00 with a case and a .
‘seamstress éabmet mode! sold for $21.00 in 1803-04 (de Glazebrook. 1969, p. 87).
In 1926-27 a portabie machine with a case was $29.00, a cabinet model was from
$34.00 to §57.50 (de Glazebrook. p. 267).

Writers of period dressmaking manuals advised their readers to develop some
skill in making clothing not only for the creative outlet it afforded but also for the
security of having a marketable skill. Allington (1913) wrote in her introduction to

Practical Sewing and Dressmaking: -

Every woman, nc matter how she may be situated at the present time should
have at her command some knowledge which, if circumstances demand it

»
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suddenly. would bring her in a good income ... Oftantimes a financial crisis
comes suddenly into one s life when there 1s no time 1o wait tor positions
and hardly tme to think what to do. With the knowledge of sewing and
dressmaking one can turn to it and earn a good income At simost a moment's
notice (p. 1).
Other writers (Baldt 1916 MacMurchy. 1920) argued that knowing how to cut out and
sew garments enabled a woman to be independent in her dress and appearance. The
author of the Woman s Institute s (1823} Frrst Step 1n Dressmaking noted "to be 7ble
to create exquisitely beautiful articles or garments is a most gratifying and worthy
accomplishment proving not only of definite economic value but of cultural value as
well {p. 1. Viewed from an individual perspective Reid (1934} noted that sewing was
_potentially
A manipulative process (which] yields pleasure to one who likes to work with
her hands and a tangible product as the evidence of her labor. The fashioning
of materiais seeing the work develop under ones hands. affords a means of
self-expression to some (p. 130 .
Women sewed garments not only for economic reasons but also for the creativity

involved in the process and the enjoyment and satisfaction in doing skilled work

{(Roberts 1984:

-

2.4 History of Edmonton

Two theses (Betne 1987 Gipin 1878 deal specifically with Edmonton and
Strathcona during the period 1900 to 1930 The Development of Urban Community in
Prairie Canada: Edmonton 18981921 and The City of Strathcona, 1891-1912. Each
thesis discusses the factors which determined the growth of both cities for exampie.
the railway and civic leade ship are recognized as centra! factors. Betke cites strong
civic leadership as an important impetus to the eventual prominence of the city of
Edmonton. Edﬁnonton s city leaders realized the value of economic investment to the
growth of the city. Gipin noted the failure to recognize the need for economic
investment on the part of Strathcona's civic leaders as one reason for that city's imited
growth and eventual amalgamation with the City of Edmontoh in 1912,

The growth of an identifiable economic baﬁe within the cities. particularly the
development of industrial éna éommermal interests, was realzed through a utilization of
avalable natural resources and the ability to satisfy the economic needs of the

surrounding agricultural region using distribution channels provided by the railway (Betke.
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1981 Gipin  1978i. Edmonton's more aggressive negotations for raiway hnes

successfully promote\d that city s growth as & met:opohs, The nature of the city of
Edmonton was such that the ‘personal fortunes and quality of lfe [of indwidual
Edmontonians) depended upon the weltare. the prosperity and the undertakings of the
city as a whole' (Betke p 6. !

By 1906 bulding construction. the arrival of bank branches and mercantie
expans:on were obvious Iindicators of economic growth (Betke 1881 But. as Betke
pomnted out ‘great diversification was not a trademark of booming Edmonton.... [The
city] stll héd to come to grips with the i1ssue of financially encouraging a range of
industres to locate in Edmonton {p. 191). The Census of 1911 (Vol. 6 Table 6! indicates

that aimost half of all emp!oved“males were \n construction and trade and merchandising

occupstions By 18921 the number of males working in service and professional

Table 2 1 Percent of the Working Populatior oOf Ecmo[‘}‘rnj-wgrl__g_s_ﬁj_jj_eq_ml)’)r_N(n)‘(:,q_gp‘q@k)or)n‘

Group and Se-

Occupation Sen 1911 a0 10
Manufacturing M 18 0 voon 40
i [ e (
Constrult o M ~n a o I

f [CIRANR Y I
Trade and Merchandising M 24 © 1a R0
20 1e < 18 C

o i
Transportaticon M 100 16 e N
3 1 0 4 O a o«
fFinance M 8.0 4 O o
30 4 0 0]
Service and Professional M 13.0 ' 26 © 24 0
72 0 59 O 67 0
Qther!’ . M S 0 13 0 s 0
-

F 1.0 ) o 7

'0f the females occupied in manufacturing 76% (19117, €3% (1921) and 65% (1931) were
work ing on the manufacture of textile products

tOther = Agriculture. logging. mining and unspecified industries

(Census of Zanada 1911, Vol &. Table 6: Census of Canaoa 1921, Vol 4, Table 5.
Census Of _snada 1931, Vol 7, Table 32}

N
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occupations had increased to spproximately 25% (Census of Ca{uda 1921. Vol 4. +t>h
51 The majority ot working wognen were occupied in the service sector. howaever. with
each passing decade ncreasing numbers entered occupstions n trade and
merchandising Of the approximately 10% of working women engaged in manufacturing
occupations the majority were occupied n the production of clothing and textile
products (Census of Canada 1911 Vol 6 Table 6 (Census of Canada 1921 Vol 4. Table
5 (Census of Canada Vol 7. Tabie 32)

Compared to cities with a developed garment industry such as Toronto. Montrea
and Winnipeg Edmonton had a much smaller garment industry with & hmited range of
products. Copp (197}! noted that in Montreal ‘between 1801 to 18921 more than
one-third of all wome‘\emp!oyees were engaged in the manufacturing sector’ (p 44) In
Toronto for exampie t:we most important industry in terms of employment of women
was the ciothing industry (Piva 1979

The seasona’ nature of much —d’ the employment available particularly n
constructian left many men unemployed at least part of the yea- This problem was
particularly apparent ir 1913 when mmmigration was at s height and economic
deprecsion had se* in (Betke 1981

Unbridied economic ‘expansion m ;we pre-wa- years lefl prame urban centrec
including Edmonton. in financial difficulty  Artbise {188 1i noted that Edmonton had the
most severe financial sntuatlor‘:"of the five major prarie urban centres The years of the
First Worid Wa- ana the early 1920s were a period of slow economic recove’y and a
decline In growth (Weaver, 1977}

The Census of Canada 1921 indicated that the mcrea'se n wages particularly in
the western cities studied. did not keep pace with the cost of hving 'much of the
increase shown for the latter year {1921] over the former [1811] was to a grea:
extent. absorbed by the higher cost of hving in 192.1 as compared with 1911 (p. xxuv:
in addition. there was an increase from 1811 to 192 11 the western cities studied. of
the average number of childrer under fifteen tor which the head of household had
financial responsibility (Census of Canada 1921, Vol 4. Table 14, p. xxvi. As Thompsbn
and Seager (1985 pointed out. tne Natona! Policy encouraged speciahzed gjg'onal

economies with the result that in Manitoba. Saskatchewan. and Alberts in 1921 seven of

L
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__every ten workers were directly encaged in a'griculture. and most of the remainder wére

dependent upon transporting agricultural products or supplying the wants of the farm
communify' p. .13 Not until “extraordinarily high yields of grain between 1925 and
‘ 3 , .
1928 did the agriculture of the Prairie Provinces revive (Thompson & Seager, p. 96
Despite the influx of European immigrants to the West. Edmonton in the 1920s
was predominantly Anglo-Saxon in pature. Three-quarters of the population was of
British stock, and Canadians, particularly Ontarians, dominated the institutions cf the
society. As Betke (1881} noted, “traditionally collective behaviour in traditional
institutions was simply transplanted to a new setting” {p. 305). Friesen (1984) explained:
The cities of the west, and to a lesser degree, the towns and villages too,
were becoming identical to the urban centres of the industrial capitalist
.world. One aspect of this remarkable homogenizing process was the creation
of a comparable urban social structure. it comprised a large working class. @
professional service class, and the buysiness leaders. The many elements
ignored by this simplistic desian. such.a$ the thousands of small merchants,
salesmen. and clerks found their place by choosing the social identity to
which they were mcst closely allied pp. 291-282).
in her study of child-related reform in Edmonton, Coulter {1977) argugd that
Canadians bor_rdwed reform ideas. most often from the United States. and reinterpreted
and applied them to ther situation. In 8 similar manner, social attitudes regarémg women

and work may have coloured attitudes toward Edmonton’s working women. *

2.5.1 Content Analy;is ,

Three recent studies (Kerkhoven. 1886: Paoletti, 1980, Schweger. 1983} have
used content‘ analysis in research of topics in clothing and textiles. Paél i and
Kerkhoven both applied content analysis to written material. Paoletti surveyed cartoons
in selected fashion magazines and Kerkhoven used the prize lists for textile crafts from

selected agricultural fairs in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Schweger studied archival

- documents and developed a method of coding selected information obtained from

artifacts. Each study demonstrated that these somewhat unconventiona! sources can be

valuable information:resources when systematically analyzec.

Content analysis is a research method developed to objectively. systematically.

and quantitatively investigate the manifest content of the communication which serves as
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the basn_s'of inference (Holsti. 1969). In quantifying information taken from a gwven
sburce the frequency of a given attr&aute appearing is important. howaever, in some~
instances the presence or absence of an attribute may be umportant. The Iat}er recording
met‘hod is ref'erke(d/ to as qualitative analysis. Berelson (1952) referred to this method as
quasi-quantitative. Berelson argued that qualtative analysis may produce & 'more clever
or relevant analysis ... ahowmg'for more subtie or more individualized interpretations’ (p.

~

125} of the source material. However, as Géorge (1959) stated. the "conser;Sus among
researchers is that the quantitative method of controlied observation and systematic
counting of given content characteristics is preferable in most cases.

To ensure objectivity and syste tic recording of data explicit rules governing
the inclusion or exclusion of contentin the designated categories must be outlined.
Precise operat;onal definitions of the cz:ategories“are essential to reliable coding of "data. -
‘The vahdxty‘ of the measure ts enhanced by corroboration from other indeper;dent

sources. ! the researche- wants tc make inferences abou! causes of the content
’ {

supporting evidence s requirec (Holsti. 19681

2.5.2 Oral History ' _ P

Ora! history browdés s valuable source of information pa-ticularly in that ft*
‘provides an opp‘cartuhity to explore and record the views of the ':nderprtvileged, the
dispossessed. the defeated - those who, by virtue of being histérically inarticulate. have
been overiooked in most stuanes of the past’ (Heruge, 1982. p. 107:. The history of ‘thﬁeﬂa
majornty of women in Canada has been. until recently, overlooked. Oral history i1s one
‘rneans of recording part of therr history. . ) ‘

Oral history as a research method is the protess of creating a view of history
from conversation with individuals whose experience is regarded as being significant
(Clark. Hyde and McMahan. 1980). As Clark, Hyde and McMahan stated. the purpose of
these interview / ¢onversations is to corroborate, to correct and to extend t_Heinnes of
traditional inquiry. Regardiess of ‘the limitations inherent in this method of research it 1s ’
often one of the fe\ﬁﬁsburceé of information regarding many aspects of women's

history. ‘

A primary hmitaton of oral history research is that it is impossible to obtain an
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unbraseo sample since oossible imerviewees are limited to those indnviduals still hiving.
Lummis (188 1; noted, becaus&.oi— the unknown bias of mortality’ and so forth, no oral
history sample can be 2 random sample (p. 120). The fallibiity and selectivity of
memory itself mits what is remembered. Lummis pointed out thai ‘memories are aiso

" recalled and interpreted in hight of the informant's contemporary values.

As with informatnon obtaned using content analysxs', oral history evidence should

be supported by data from conventuonal sources. Lummus {1981) noted that the validity
of oral evidence can be assessed by the degree to which detauls among various sources

correspond. A similar process of corroboration can also be used to establish -the
- R
general reliability of the interview. ‘
References (Langlons 1976: Re:mer 1384) which discuss the actual process of

oral history intervuewung suggested the use of a structured question set while allow

of questions will affect the validity of the answers given to them. Alsg-the guestions

asked and the subseguent interpretation of the answers dep on "the‘underlymg




3. Me{hodology

3.1 Pilot Study

- A pilot study was conducted using selected issues of the £dmonton Journa/ A
survey of ‘advertisements related to sewing. dressmaking. tailoring and -homework for
clothing manufacturers was completed for every fifth year of the period. 1900 to
1930, beginning with 1905. A coding sheet (see Appendix Al was developed for use as

a tool in the content analysis of additional 1ssues of the £dmonton Journal and two

other area newspapers - the £dmonton Bulletin and the Strathcona Plaindealer (also

called the South Edmonton News:. The coding sheet was tested by three independent

coders.

The second stage of the pilot study included the development of a quéstuon set
to be used in oral history interviewing. A notice was placed in the Senior s Sectuo;p\ of
the Eomonton Journa! which briefly outhined the research project and requesi‘ed
participants for oral history interviews (see Appendix é). The nitial notice requested
interview subjects who paa‘ themseives been seamstresses, dressmake‘rs. tailor‘esses or
ladies tailors. or who knew individuals who had workec in One of the above
occupations. Taped interviews were conducted \thh four indwviduals and verbatm
transcripts nade of the interviews

in orde®to broaden the search for oral history interview subjects, the notice

‘,reaa'dmg the research przject was expanded to include ndividuals who had used the

services of a seamstress. dressmaker, tailoress or ladies’ taio”. and individuals who ‘e
sewing dressmaking or tailoring for themselves and therr famiies. The nitial question
set was expanded to include additional questions suggested in the interviews conducted
as part of the pilot study. In addition, separate question sets were prepared specific 10
the interview subject (see Apper;dlx B). Five separate question sets were de\?eloped - {ai
one for individuals sewmg for themselves and their families: (b1 one for individuals who
used the services of a seamstress, dressmaker,’ ladies’ tailor 6r tatloress (c) one for
mdmduals who were themselves seamstresses. dressmakers. talloresses or lades

taulors (ds one for individuals who worked as employees In a dressmakmg or tanormg

establishment; (&) and anothervfor mdnvuduals who were homeworkers for a

33
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ready-to-wear garment manufacturer. In conducting oral history interViews a combination
of the above five question sets may also have been applicable.

To assess the representatuveness of the 29-day sampling plan the sample
obtained from the Edmonton Journa/ for every fifth year, beginning with 1805, was
compared to the pilot study data for the same year. The 29-day sam,pling plan accounted |
for appro:imately 30% to 60% of the total population for a glven year. For: 1815,
approximately 60% of the population was sampled; this year also had the lowest
incidence of repéa! advertisements. Twenty of the 26 years in the period 1905 to 1830
had 25% or more of the 2;9-day sample missing. The date to be sampled fell on a
Sunday or.no new advert:séments found. Eliminating Sundays from the sample reducés
the number of dates for which no new information was found to 20% of the sample for

g

Listings of dressmakers and ladies tailors found in the busmess section of the
Henderson's Business D/rectory were tabulated for the period 1904 to 1930. For the
years 1910 1820 and 1830 the alphabetlcal listing of names was ‘used. All names listed
with an occupat:on of seamstress. dressmaker or tailloress were recorded and
,cqmpared to the separate listing in the b'usmess 'section. The alphabetical section yielded
approximately three times as many names of seamstresses, dressmakers-and tailoresses
than the” separate Ilsu‘ngs in the business section.

1
4

3.2 Data Collection

3.2.1 Newspaper Data

The population consisted of newspaper advertisements relatéd to sewing.
 dressmaking and tailoring and homework for clothing manufacturers found in the
Edmonton Journal, the Edmonton Bulletin, and the Srrarhcbna Plaindealer for the
period 1900 to 1930. A random number table was used to select 29 days from a 365
day year. Leap years during the period were determined then the corresponding days of
the month were noted. , ] .

A s'yst-ematuc random sample was drawn using the selected 'days of the year for

each of the years. 1800 to 1930. inclusive. Data collected from the £dmonton Journal



.

35

and the Edmonton Bulletin covered the period 1800 to 1930. data coliected from the
Strathcona Plaindealer covered the years, 1900 to 1812 (the year the paper. ceased

publication).

3.2.2 Oral History

in addition to the notice placed in the Senior s Sectuon of the Edmonton Journal
for.the pilot study copies of the notice and a covering letter outlining the research were
- sent to senior citizen s homes and apartment buildings in the city. For the pilot study
tape-recorded interviews were conducted by the researcher with four individuals. At a
later date three additional tape recorded interviews weke conducted by the researcher.

interview subjects were also solicited through the Historic Costume and Textile
Study Collection using donor hsts to identify potential interview candidates. One
tape-recorded interview, two telephone interviews and one in-person interview not
tape~record'ed were conducted by the researcher.

Research for the Cold Weather Clothing Project condUéted by the Historic
Costume and Textile Collection included several oral history interviews. Although
specific qbestions regarding dressmaking were not included in the questions asked of
interviewees relevan‘.t information was uncovered. Th_ree“ interviews from this research
were included In the present study. ¥ |

One additiona! tape-recorded interview in the Provincial Archives of Alberta
collection (Silverman Tapes: contained relevant information and was therefore rmcluded n

this study.

A complete hist of oral hustory sources is given in the bibliography.

3.2.3 Henderson’s Business Directory

The Henderson's Business Directory is divided into an alphabetical section which
hsts all adults responding to the door-to-door survey, and a business section which lists
businesses and individuals under varuous,heaaungs The names of dressmakers and Iadues
tailors hsted in the business section were recorded and tabulated for the years 1904 to
1930. Separate hstmgs of ladies’ tailors were seldom given, however, when listed the

names were recorded. The hst of wailors was Used only as a corroborating source for
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tailors hsted in newspaper advertisements as jadies’ tailérs or ‘as tasilors working on
women’'s garments.

The alphabetical section contains the names and addresses of the respondents
with notice of an occupation in some cases. Nmaes for which the occupation of
seamstress. dressmaker or tailoress was listed were recorded. t;m)alphabetical section

was sampled for the years 19 10 1820 and 1930. prd

3.2.4 Edmonton, Telephone Direétory ‘ : N {

The E£dmonton Telephone Diréctory was used for the years 19 ;O to 18923 as a
supplementary source of names and addresses of sewers who gdvertised in a
newspaper but gave a telephone number only The £dmonton Telephone Directory prior
to 192;1 contains a sequential listing of telephone numbers and the first three letters of
the user's surname. The alphabetical Iisfi}wg contains the name, address and telephone
number as well as daditional Information such as occupation.

The name under which the telephone number was listed was recorded. In many
Instances the name given cannot be assumed to be the name of the individual who
advertns‘ed" the sewing services since no other information is given which would justify
such a conclusion. Often a man’'s name is listed who may have been the husband, father
or other relative of the advertiser. In some cases a telephone exchange for an apartmen:

building is listed.

3.2.5 Archival Data .

The Historic Costume and Textile Study Collection, the Provincial Archivesct
Alberta. the City of Edmonton Archives and the Glenbow Museum were the collections
visited. The researcher was particularly interested In diaries of tailoresses and
dressmakers as well as indiiduals using their services, extant company records of
tailoring and dressmaking establishments and dressmaking books and manuais.

Time constréints imited the research to a préliminary survey of obvious materia’

such as dressmaking books and manuals. Little specific information was uncovered.
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3.2.6 Preparation of Da:a for the SPSSx Program

A datawfne was compited from three\ newspapers. the Edmonton Journal, the
Edmonton Daily Bulletin, and the Strathcona Plaindealer. k;formation taken from
newspaper advertisements was coded using an extendad coding format. Information
" taken from Henderson's Business Directory listings and £dmontan Téjephane Directory
hstings was coded using a less detailed coding format. The aata was entered into five.
SPSSx data files. The data files were copied to magnetc tape and made available to
other researchers for future use. ‘

For each variable to be coded specific values were assigned. Missing values
were assigned for a dbcumemary source which did not contain the information on 8
given variable. For recording purposes each specified value for a variable was assigned
a corresponding numeric value label with the exception of the nan{)e and address of the
sewer. Advertisements repeated from one sample day to the next were not coded more
than once unless new information was added. For example. the first time an

advertisement appeared for a given year it was coded. subseguent apppearances of the

| same asvertisement were not coded unless new informatidh not previously coded was
added. Two coding sheets were developed. one tb code data from newspaper
ad§eﬁisemems and oral history and one to code Henderson's Business Directory listings
and information from the £dmonton Telephone Directory. '

The coding rules and coding sheets are In Appendix A.



4. Findings
4.1 Assessment of Sources

4.1.1 Newspaper Advertisements

The following gaps appear in the sources used. The Edmonton Journal did not
start publicatidn until November 12, 1903. The Strathcona Plaindealer was published
every Tuesday and Friday and microfiim of the paper is available for the years 1894 to
1896. 1899 to 1900, and 1807 to 1912 only. The Edmonton Daily Bulletin is not
available for 1800 and was not published from July to November of 1825 due to a
strike. Of the dates sampled for 1901 to 1803 most 1ssues were missing. of the dates
with an 1ssue available no advertisements were found. '

The number of advertisements found each year is in part 3 reflection of the
development of the newspapers as a means of advertising “services ‘sech  as
dressmaking. Changes' such as the introduction of é "Dressmaking’ heading in the
classified advertising section may have gncouraged sewers to advertise trvvere.
Advertising rates for inclusion in the classified section may have prohibited the use of
advertising by some individuals. For example. in 1805 an advertisement not exceeding
five lines in the £dmonton Journal or up to 25 words in the £dmonton Bulletin cost 25
cents for two days or 50 cents per week. A dressmaker working in 1808 may have
garned €1.75 per day (1908 12 12 EJ. therefore to place an advertisement in the
Edmonton Journa! or the Edmonton Bulletin for two days she would ﬁave had to
spend 1/7 of a day's earnings.

In addition, newspapers directed their content to a specific readership. The
Edmonton Journal was directed to a more elite’ population of mnddae and upper-class -
citizens whereas the Edmonron Da//y Bulletin was 'meant to be read by farmers’
(Betke, 1981, p.22) and was therefore somewhat limited in scope and readérship.
considerably Iowe} number of advertisements found in the Edmonton Daily Bulletin as
compared to the £dmonton Journal indicates that the £dmonton Daily Bulletin was
used less frequently to advertise sewing services. However, the sampling o? the

Edmonton Daily Bulletin and the Strathcona Plaindealer did produce information not
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repeated in the £dmonton Journal.

Repetition from one newspaper to another was low. As well, less than 18% of
the sample had a Strathcona address; therefore, had more issues of the Strathcona
Plaindealer been available the numbers_obtained may have been ,,gréater.

The" néwspaper data pro;/ides an estimate of the number of tailoresses. ladies
tallors. dressmakers andwseamstresses in Edmonton who advertised their services.
Newspaper advertisements also provide information on the names and addresses, of
séwers‘ therr marial status, the type of work situatiop. the types of garments produced.

other services provided and other workers employed.

_4.1.2 Henderson's Business Directory
4

Table 4.1 shows a comparison of the number of dressmakers hsted in the
business section and In the alphabetical listing for 1910, 1920 and 1830. The number
of taloresses and sesmstresses listed in the alphabetical section is also given for the

same years.' The table illustrates that different information regarding the number of

_dressmakers. tailoresses and seamstresses is obtained from each section. The cost of a

s

separate lisitng in the Eqsiness section of the directory hmn\ed inclusion to those who
could afford it or felt the cost was justifed. There was no charge for the aiphabetical
listing.

Table 4.1 Henderson's Business Directory Comparison of Business Section 8-
Alphabetica! Listing of Tarloresses. Dressmakers & Seamstiressecs

1910 1920 1977,
Bus iness Section' Dressmakers : 25 1C 1€
Alphabetical _ Dressmakers i a1 32 14
Listing’ Tailoresses’ 12 38 03
Seamstresses 03 09 28
'The business section lists ladtes’ tailors, primarily male, but does not 1ist

individual tailors and tailoresses working for the business Dne tattloress, Emily
Hohn, is named in the 1930 list of tailors.

Names duplicated in the business section were e'iminated from the total of namas
found in the alphabetical listing ) ‘

’The number of tailoresses represents those working on both women's and men’s
clothing. Eliminating those tailoresses working exclusively on men’'s clothing
leaves eight (1910), 14 (1920) and zero (1830) talloresses working on women's
clothing. In 1920. ten tailoresses worked for Kay's. 2 men’'s custom tailoring
establishment ,which also made shirtwaists (1919/01/25 EJ) and did pleating,
hems(1tchjng. picoting and buttonholing
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The Henderson's Business Directory listing of dressmakers and ladies’ tailors Is available
from 1904 to 1930. The Henderson's Business Directory contains listings of
dressmakers, tailors - including men and women, and ladies’ tailors. Separate listings of
tailors and ladies’ tailors are not given every year. The name of the business or
individua!. the address and. in later years, the telephone number are listed. Entries are
sometimes repeated under different headings.

The alphabetical section lists the name, residential address. occupation, “and place
of employment of all adults. and In some cases. whether the individual 1s 8 householder
or boarder. whether a woman is a widow and who her husband was. and the name of
the employer

Table 4.2 outhines the composition of the sample taken from the £dmonton
Journal the Edmonton Daily Bulletin, the Strathcona Plaindealer. and the Henderson's

Business Directory.

~
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The table inciatgs the dates for which issues of a gven newspaper were not
available. For each newspaper sampled the number of days with new advertisements and
the number of missing days is given for each year as well as the numb&r of individual
advertisements resulting from the number of days yielding new advertisements. The
number of cases inaicated for the Henderson's Business Directory refers to the names
sted 1n the business section only and not to those in the alphabetical section.
Duplication of names among sources was not accounted for in this table.

The table shows that no information was obtained from these sources for the
years 1900 to 1803 The E£dmonton Journal for the years 1804 to 1830 contained the
greatest number of advertisements of the three newspapers. The Edmonton Bulletin
and the Strathcona Plaindealer contained fewer advertisements but revealed information
not found in the Edmonton Journal. The Strathcona Plaindealer was a useful additional

source for the years 1909 to 1812

4.1.3 Edmonton Telephone Directory

The Edmonton Telephone Directory was used for the years 1910 to 1823 to
find names and addresses for newspaper advertisements which listed a teiephone
number only. The £dmonton Telephone Directory prior to 1924 contains a sequential
isting of teléphone numbers and the first three letters of the user's surname. The
alphabetica’ hsting contans the name. address and telephone number and occas:onally a
notice of otcupation. for example. dressmaker. The section entitled "business directory’
has a list of dressmakers anc taitors. although it s a less complete hstnﬁg than that found
in the Henderson's Business Directory. In 1824 sequental hsting of al' telephone
numb‘ers o ompanied by the first three letters of the users name. was discontinued.
4.1.4 Census of Canada

The Census of Canada, 1901, Voi. 3, Manufactures stated. n the instructions to
enumerators. tha: ‘no manufacturing estabhishment or factory will be so recognized for
census purposes whxcH does not employ at least five persons. either In the

establishment itself or as piece-workers employed out of it {p. v/ ). It was also noted
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that ‘the plan [for enumeration] ... served the purpose of keeping the statistics of the
hand and domestic trades - such as ... dressmaking. spinning. ... tailloring and weaving -
oup of the statistics for manufacturing establishments” (Census of Canada 1901, Vol. 3.
p. Vil
“ne Census of Canada, 1911, Vol 3, Manufactures followed the same definitions
of a manufacturing estabishment or factory which included “clothing. men's, custom.
clothing men s tactory. clothing, women's. custom. and clothing, women's. factory” (p.
viiil However no manufactures of clothing were reported for Alberta in 1911
The Census of Canada, 1911, Vol. 6, Occupations specifically remarked on the
transition to the factory system. the subsequent division of labour and the resulting
changes in the collection and reporting of census data. As an example it was noted
a person may be empioyed in the making of men’'s clothes and yet in no
sense be entitied to be classed as a talor, in the proper sense of the term.
Similarly. 8 woman may spend many years in an establishment devoted to the
making of women s clothing and still be incapable of satisfying the ordinary
demands of dressmaking. and as previously stated ... all workers had to be
classified as belonging to an industry rather than to a specitic occupation or
trade (p. x/ 1.
To further confuse the matter Tuchscherer (1973) cited the Wages and Regularity of
Employment in the Dress and Waist Industry of 1974, pubhished by the United States
Bureau of Labor Statistcs. which stated
Dressmakers are operatives of the highest skill. for they are required 1o
make an entire dress including both the hand and machine sewing as well as
the draping. Dressmakers are employed on high-grade dresses and gowns
onty (p. 731
Tne ambiguity Inherent in the terminology should be considered in any interpretatior. of
numbers obtamed from census data. Information from other sources for example
newspaper advertisements, can be used 1O clarify the termmology. For4 example, a
dressmaker operating a dressmaking estabishment which employs other sewers may
more accurately be called a dressmaker than a woman doing piecework at home.
Dressmakers, tailors and tailoresses are listed as manufacturers of clothing and
alhed products whereas seamstresses are listed as performing a domestic or persona
service (Census of" Canada, 1911, Vol. 6, Ogcupations). This distribution suggests that
dressmakers. tailors and tailoresses were involved specifically in the custom or factory

produﬁuon of clothing whereas seamstresses. although they may also have made

clothm@',’ performed the less formal sewing activities. such as sewing by the day In the

AN
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customer s home

The 'Glossary of Terms f(;r the Census of Canada, 1911 defined "clothing
women . custom’ to include 'dress and mantie making. milinery snd repaining” and
“clothing women & factory” to Include "costumes, shirt wasts. skirts skirt-binding
whitewear and wrappers Unfortunately, the defintions assume 3 knowledge of the
style of garments at the time and of the underiying difterence in the process of making
the various garments. For example one would have to have a famihiarity with the style of
garment beng produced and the construction process used to make 1t in order to
understand the production system suitable and the amount of skill required. Glfmcn;s;'i;,‘§

with a few smple pieces and little trimming such as underwear {whitewear) and

o

wrappers would regurre tess skill to construct and would be more readiy ldaptag tﬂy:‘ﬁ ;
the precework system ot factory production A dress, depending on the complgm_nfy‘of
the design. would be more profitably produced by a modified precework system or in a
custom situation where all or a large part of the garment is constructed by one person
As a result, in order tc make a useful distinction between custom and factory

w manufacture a knowledge of the process and the type of garment being produced s

& necessary.

™,
.2 Thompson and Seager {1885 noteo the enumerators of the Sixth Dicennial

Ay
w Census 11921] we-e mercenaries paid a bounty of five cents for every Canadary

captured for the national inventory (p 1). They also noted that ‘underenumeration WM‘

]

unlikely however in Regina four enumerators were prosecut*or padding the hsts
with fictitous names iThompson & Seager p. 2. Tne accura:ao.‘ the figures 1is
therefore questionable In addition married women may have been significantly unoe-
represented in the figures for gainfully occupied females since they were more likely 10
report therr occupation as housewfe rather than 8 more specific occupation.
The Census of Canada, 1921, Vo/. 4, Occupations stated -in the instructions to

enumerators, thal

Dressmakers washerwomen. laundresses or oOther persons of similar

occupation who work out by the day are employees but if they perform the

work in their own home or shop they are to be classed as working on ther

own account unless they employ helpers. in which case they are to be

returned as employers (p. x/1.

Detailed mformat: >~ of this nature ts not available in published census records
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lnduvidua'ls undertaking piecework at home were classed as wage earners
"whether employed under contract or agreement with a manufacturer or otherl employer
of labour or as help to the person so employed" (Cerrsus of Canada 1921, Vol. &4, p. xii
) As a result homewokrers cannot be dlstmgurshed from other wage earners. It is
possible, however, to distinguish wage earna.rs from individuals who were employers or
worked on therr own account.

‘The same miethod of enumeration was used for the Census of Canada, 1931. The
method of ‘reporting the results w‘as di‘fferent than that used in 1821. Separate
categorles are listed for dressmaker s and seamstresses. )

;The CensusA of Me- ‘hand/s/ng and Service Establishments, 7937 noted a
dnstmctnon between custor" ta: “rs and made-to-mezsure clothing stores:

The former are tailo-:ng establishments where garments are made to order
on the premises. Tnae latter are often retail outlets for manufacturing
establishments and, wnile sampies of cloth are carried and customers fitted in
the stores. the ‘garments are made in a faclory. Dressmakers and ladies’

tailors prowde for women the same services as custom tailors offer to men
p. xu)

i

Both were classified as "Other Apparel Stores’ therefore. the number of custom

establishments alone cannot be determined from these figures. Thompson and Seage’rﬁf :
) . i
(1985 noted that "Canadian industry had pbecome so complex that enumerators - .

; emptoyed on a temporary basis were. srmply unable to deal wnth__rt;r‘ y g,@,ﬁOf’.

assessment of the Canadran garment ingustry should bear thrs in mmd

o

'4.1.5 Oral Hiotory interview > ‘ e

Oral history sources include tape récorded and telephone mtervrews conducted
by the researcher, and interviews. not. tape recorded .conducted for the Hrstorrc
Costume and Textile Study Collect:on and the Cold Weather .Clothing Project. A total of
16 subjects are mcluded in the mtervrews A complete list-af mtervnew subjects is gzven
in the bibliography. R f ' S . ; , .

Oral hustory interviews prowde information not garnered from other sources‘ for
example. interviews can provnde detarls about the‘;’ methods of ‘garment production.
sources of fashion mforngtron how sewing sknlls were learned quahty of sewing skills,

methods of busnﬁ operatnon and the allocation of work wnthtn the business, changes

in a business during periods of general economic dechne, the management of a

Y
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home-based business. work In tﬁe custofmer's home. sewing In excﬁénge for other
services and the interaction of work and persona! iife. 4

Oral history interviews can also‘furnish qualitative information, for example, on
the social aspects of sewing for people in their own homes, on the bersonal reasons
for conducting a private business and on the indvidual perceptions of the workplécé.
Oral history can convey feelings. for instance. of pride. many sewers expressed pride in
the fact that garments were often copied from illustrations using only a basic pattern or
a pattern drafting system. o '

Oral tistory can reveal generally held |deas or attitudes. for example, that “all
women learned how to sew’ or that it-was a "done’ thing. in the city, to have a
dressmaker come to your home. In interviews conducteé for this study attitudes toward
the role of women and how employment fit this role. while they were often a reflection
of individual circumstances. generally conformed to societal strictures. The women
worked until marriage or worked in the home after marriage. and married women did not
work except on an exchange bags. if ther husbands could adequately provide for the
family. Ideas and attitudes expressed in oral Hnstory may be refuted or substantiated by
evidence gained from Other sources for example. newspaper advertlsern,ghants,'bﬁxs,\ness:
directories ang archival records. . | A

Details from ora: history-interviews used in this study will be dxscussgd further In

the d|scusspn. -

4.2 Summary of Findings

4.2.1 Number of Sewers Derived from the Census of Canadé

According to the census the number of females‘ gainfully occupléd in the
manufacture of clothing in Edmonton for 1921 and 1931 is given in Table 4.3. Similar
categories of information were not used in the 1811 census. theréfore. the figures for
1911 were not included. The number of gainfully occupied is dnvided iNto wage earners
and others - employers. those won"king on therr own account, and those not paid. for

: A
example. apprentices.



“ Table 4 3 Females Gainfully Occupied in_the Manufacture of Clothing, Edmontaon
1921 and 1931

1921. 1931
A
.GO WE 0T GO . WE o1
Tailoresses ) k 10 . 08 01 17 16 [o}}
Dressmakers/Seamstresses ¢« 105 37 68 133 58 ‘15
Apprentice Dressmakers 12 08 04 o8 00 00
Factory Operatives 106 104 02 148 146 02

GO=Gainfully Occupied, WE=wage Earners, OT=Dther i.e. Employer, working on Own
~Account, or Not Paid :
(Census of Canada 1921, vol. 3, Table 40; vol. 4, Table S;
Census of Canada 1931, Vol. 5. Table -36; Vol. 7. Table 43 )

The table indicates that the number of dressmakers and seamstresses was
greater than the number of taloresses and apprentice dressmakers but was exceeded
by the number of factory operatives each year. Aimost all of the factory operatives and
tailoresses were wage earners whereas 3 majority of the dressmakers and seamstresses
were either employers or worked on their own account. However. the number 'o‘

dressmakers and seamstresses listed as wage earners for 1831 comprused a greate'

proportion of all dressmakers and seamstresses than in 1821. Apprentice kers

were eiher wage earners or were not paid for ther work.

4.2.2 Esti}mated Number of Sewers Derived from Other Sources

The estimated number of seWers was derived from 3 cd atnor‘:‘i’of_ the
sovdi:’cé‘s-»kthe :%dmomon Journal, the Edmonton Daily Bulletin. the Strathcona
P/a/ndea/er Henderson's Busmess Directory, and oral history. To avoid overlap
between sources the small number of sewers was identified and counted once. The
method of‘ coding information from newspaper advertisements did not allow for
repeti‘tion résultmg from a change in the content of the advertisement, for exampie. a
change of address: "At the same time the coding method did not account for
» advertisements not specifically naming more than one individual.'it was assumed that the
repetition in the first instance and the omission" in the second instance might be
approximately equal- therefore, allo{fvance was made for repetition between sources
only The estnmated number of sewers as derived from all sources sampled is gven In

Table 4.4 Which follows on the next page.

» “ .
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Table 4.5 shows a comparison of the estimated number of sewers and the census

figures for the years 1811, 1921 and 1931,

Table 4.5 Comparison of £stimated Number of .Sewers & Census Figures for 1911, .
1921 and 1931, Edmonton

Estimate 1910/ 11 10 1920/21 10 1930/31 10
1atloresses NA Vo7 . 08 04,
’ HBD - 12 19 38 a6 03 o7
OH Q0 00 00
Dresamakers Na 21 55 21 )
HBO ’ 66 88 42 g 30 61
OH 01 02 10
e 1 -
Seamstress‘es NA Q7 . 12 11
HED C3 10 10 23 35 40
OH jele) 02 [o}}
TOTAL ¥ 117 168 108
census \ ¥
)
Tatloresses 13 10 17
Dressmakers 85 105 111
Seamstresses - To7 . : -- 22
Apprentice Dressmakers ) -t : 12 08

TOTAL 105 - 127 r 158

‘Other clothing makers

'Seamsgresses are comgzmed with dressmakers.

*No¢ rjg'p@rded for that date.

Figureé%’for, tailores;es‘ and seamstresses include women work ing og men’s clothing

NA=Newspaper Advertisements, '%O-Henderson's Business Directory, 90H=0ral History,

Each census was taken In June for the previous calendar year. for example, the
Census of 1911 was taken in June, 1911 for the calendar year 1910 (Census of Canada
1811, Vol. 3. p. Vi therefore, census figures for 1911, 1921 and 1931 are compared
to data from newspaper advertisements, Henderson’s Business Directo\}y,l and oral
history for 1810, 1920 and 1930. After accounting for the repetition of names and
addresses between newspaper advertisements and Henderson's, and .estimate was made
of the number of tailoresses. dressmakers and seamstresses working in Edmonton. The
numbers thus derived were compared with the corresponding census f;gures. -

~ ' The estimated number of dressmakers and seamstresses is slightly greater than

the census figures for 1911 and 1821. and shghtly less for 1831. Of the estimated

T0=Tc
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number of dressmakers and seamstresses in 1910. 49 worked on their own account,

nine worked for another dressmaker. and eight worked for a retail outlet (Hudson's Bay

Col. In 1920,l 31 dressmakers worked on their own account, nine for another
‘dressmaker, and two for a retail outlet. By 1930, 23 dressmakers worked on their own
account. three for another dressmaker. and four for retail. ‘

The dressmakers working for another dressmaker were divided among six
different employers in 1910. BX. }220, only two dressmakers employed the nine

¥

dressmakers listed as working for Another dressmaker (Miss Jean S. Gemmell employed

eight of them in 1920 but only one by 1830). )

“~geamstresses worked 1n a variety of situations for a tailor, a8 dressmaker a
hospital or hotel for retail and on therr own account. By 1830, seamstresses had
gravitated toward work for a talor or work in a hospital. The Royal Alexandra Hosputal
employed seven seamstresses in 1930. the General Hospital two. and the University
Hospital one.

The estimated number cf tailoresses 1s higher than that recorded by the census
for 1911 and 1921. In 1820, 35 more tailoresses were recorded in the sources used
for the estimate compared 1o the ten recorded in the census. Of the 38 recorded by the
Henderson's Business Directory. 18 worked for a tailor of men’s clothing, 13 worked

for ladies tailors, two worked for a drycleaner, and two worked on theirr own account

Of the ten recorded in the census. nine were wage earners and one worked either as an

>

employer or on her own account.

The estimated number of tailoresses for 1930 1s significantly lower than the
1920 figure and less than the number recorded in the census of 1831, While the
i census shows an mcréase in nymbers from 1921 to 1931 the estimate shows a drastic
dechne in numbers. It is interesting to note that where the census recordg fewer
tailaresseé in 1921 'n_records fewer seamstresseé in 1931 compared to the respective
estmated flgures’. The change in numbers may be due to a change in terminology used to
designate a‘ sewer, for example. two women listed as taloresses in the 1920
Henderson's were called seamstresses in the 1930 directory although they both stll
worked for ’the same company. There may not have been consnstenc.y in the use of

terminology by-the agency. collecting the information.
. o
'
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A comparison of the census with other sources such as newspape‘r
adverusements, Henderson's Business Directory, and oral history is valid not only to
illustrate the difference and similarity in numbers obtained but also to point out the
strengths and weaknesses of the inférmation sources. As mentioned, the census and a
combinat'ion of the thrge other sources record a different composition of sewers.

As indicated by Table 4.6 less than 19% of the total female population was
gainfully occupied. however, the percentage had increased from 1921 to 1831 The
.number of females gainfully occupied in the manuﬁfacture of clothing increased from
1921 to 1931 and in far greater numbers than males in"the same sector. On the other
hand, females gair(fully occupied in clothing maufacture and the estimated number of
sewers consnd;ered as a percentage of the gainfully occupied female population declined

from 1921 to 183 1.

Table 4.6 A Compar ison of the Gainfully Occupied Population, the Gatnfully

Occupied in the Manufacture of Clothing and the Estimated Number of Sewers
for Edmonton 1911, 1921 and 193¢,

g'e sex hELR] 1921 1831
o ) {

Population 3 {3.631 . 29,212 " 39.267
M 17 .432 29,609 39,930

Gainfully Occupied Population F -~ 4,332 7.236
M - 17.39¢ 24,852

' of Total! Population . F -- 14 .8 18 .4
M -- . 65.0 61 5

Number Gainfully Occupied F -- 233 306
in Clothing Manufacture M -- 68 112
% of Gainfully Occupted Population F -- 5 4 4.2

' —_ M -- 4

Estimated Number Sewers’ F 117 168 158
% of Gainfully Occupied Population F -- 2.7 . 0.8

1Includes Strathcona and villages of North and East Edmonton. 'Gainfully occupred

pogulation by def inition includes only those individuals over

10 years of age.

19910, 1920 and 1930 estimated number .

(Census of Canada 1911, Vol. 6, pp. 376-377: Census of Canada 1921, Vol. 4,
" pp. 368B-369: Census of Canada 1931, Vol. 4, p. 268).
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4.2.3 Summary of Results from the Analysis of the Newspaper Data

The results are summarized in table form for each of the variables: the
newspaper section in which the advertisement appesars, tﬁe sex and marital status of the
advertiser. the skill level of the advertiser, the type of sewing advertised. the type of
garment advertnsed,’ the detail of location i\nformation given. the work situation

advertised, other workers advertised, and the other services ad\}Ertnsed. Tables 4.7

through 4.15 summarize this information. A brief interpretation of each table will be

gven.

4.2,4 Placement of Advertisements in the Newspaper

Tne ‘placement of advertisements seems to reflect changes In the structure of
the newspaper more than changes in the use of advertisements as a method of
promo.tion. The majority of advertsers rehed on the wording of the advertisement to
distinguish them, instead of placemeni of the advertisment in a prominent position in the
newspaper. The cost of an‘advertnse'ment placed outside the Classified section may have
restricted this type of advertising to the better established businesses with money to
spend on special advertisements. The majority of advertisementis appear in the classified
section under specific headnlngsysuch as ‘Dressmaking . 'Taillor - Ladies™. "Situation
Wanted - Female . and “Situation Vacant - Female'.

in addition to Parisian names. dressmakers and ladies’ tailors used indicators of -
skill and style tc promote their services

[}

Madame Brown. late of Montreal French system of dress-cutting and dress
making. 1112 Ottawa corner Morris. Phone 4832 (1912 01/05EJ.

Madame Zara Sylvester. Ladies tailoring and dressmaking. Formerly of
Paqun London England and Mile. Louse. Toronto. Gowns to order
{1819 02/ 26 EB.

and - .

Madame Floquet. first class Parisian milliner and dressmaker. come and see
her new models from Paris. Suite 54 Alberta Block, Jasper (1813710, 08
EJ.
Occasionally, terms such as "Costumier”, "Court Dressmaker, and ‘'modiste’ were used

to lend cachet tc the advertuser
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i

Forbes-Taylor Company Costumiers and Lades Tailors. Suits, riding habits.
_separate coats: Import Milliners. 415 Jasper Avenue West (1915/04/03 EJ).

Miss Allen, Court Dressmaker, late of Kensington. England desires work at
home. Terms Cash, 527 Sutherland Street. Phone 4130 (1811/10/ 06 EJ),

and ~
Madame Meyer - The Modiste & Designer
Originality - Style - Individuality
Room 24 Morris Block. Phone 4583.
268 Jasper Avenue East
(1913/06/03 EJ.

Business establishments used advertising frequently and appear to have Pad an
understanding of tne value of advertising. Advertisements placed by ladies’ taloring and
dressmaking establishments were changed often to promote dif ferent aspects of the
business. Other advertisers appear to have used notices to introduce themselves and
establish a clientele: word-of-mouth and repeat custom were then relied on. The cost of
advertising may have Imited the amount and frequency of advertisng by many
dressmakers. The use of repeat advertisements or once-only advertisements may also
lustrate a difference In am/gude toward advertsing between ladies’ tailoring and

dressmaking establishments and cther dressmakers.
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Table 4.7 shows the number of advertisements placed in the various sections of

the newspaper over the period studied.

1able 4 7 Placement of Advertisements in the Newspaper
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1909 0% - - 12 - - .- -- -- .-
1910 0% - - 09 11 01 o1 05 . . .
1911 .- .- 16 12 2 o 04 .- o1
1912 ol -- 1 1C -- a2 c? -- 02
1912 o o - 20 0@ -- 61 - - 03 05 o1
1914 - o Qo 12 - Q1 -~ 03 e8! - -
1915 " os 02 o5t vet - sa -- o
1916 11 O 13 01 - - 51 - - o2 02 -
1917 c2 -- 18 ol -- 20 -- 02 02 --
1918 co - 1R ] - - an - - -- --
1919 05 -- 23 1C 04 16 - - 01 -- - -
1920 - 05 Q4 08 11 .- a9 - - -- .- -
1921 o7 ok 18 11 €2 - - - -
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1924 -- -- ot 09 -- 32 - - - - : - -
1925 -- -- 0 11 22 -- - - -
1926 02 - 06 07 - 25 -- 02 --
1927 02 ot 04 0s - - 28 - - -- --
1928 o1 03 04 05 -- 29 -- -- -- -
1929 04 01 03 1y -- 29 -- -- --
1930 -- 16 04 08" -- o8 -- -- - - .-

-- {ndicates that no information was found for that dazte
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4.2.5 Sex and Marital Status of the Advertisers

Table 4.8 notes the percentage of advertisements with the sex and marital status
of the advertiser indicated. The majority of advertisers were female. All male
advertisers were ladies' tailors. The Menderson’s Business Directory, however, does list
male dressmakers - Lorenzo Belanger, Ray Boone, Wyatt Taylor and Louie A. Whitman in

1914 and Juhers Chambe in 1820.

' Table 4 8 Sex and Marital Status of Advertisers
sex Ma-ital Status
vyear Female Male ¥ Adgs' Sing'e Married * Ads’
. ;
1974 10 -- 10,14 05 01 914
1905 11 - - 11716 - 10 10/16
1916 09 .- 9/ 15 05 2 7/15
1937 2 -- 22/40 12 04 16/40
1908 16 -- 16/34 02 0% 9/34
1909 15 01 16/33 0? 04 11/33
1910 23 -- 2ie3E 10 04 14/35
1911 26 -- 26,50 03 09 12/50
1912 38 <X 33 72 7 18 25/72
1912 . oA o 52105 12 19 31,105
1o g 87 c4 653/87 1 19 3387
1915 29 o1 an/83 15 12 27783
1914 gt Rl aa‘en 17 17 27,81
1917 oR o2 30747 o1 06 7,47
1013 a7 oy 3% A7 ol 09 - 1062
19189 R 03 47’52 c2 08 11/859
1920 30 o1 a0/17 c2 14 16/77
19201 KR o1 45/99 0s 11 17/99
10202 ) C 3069 oz o7 9/69
1.2 18 ol 19, 3% S0 ez 3,38
1924 14 .- 14742 - (a2 4/432
1925 z2 -- 22 37 Y 06 7,37
1926 18 o2 . 20/42 oz 03 6742
1927 12 03 15/40 01 03 a/40
1928 15 -- 15/43 -- 06 6/43
1920 24 -- 24/48 - . 09 9/48
1930 17 -- 17/36 - - 04 4/36

i The number of advertisements which indicate sex and marital status
compared to the total number of advertisements for that year.
.- tndicates that no information was found for that date

in the cases for which marital status could be determined the number of suhgle
women prior to 1911 1s greater than the number of married women. the reverse is true

after 1911 (with the exception of 190% and 1915). However, because of the problem

with incomplete information on marital status. only general conclusions can be drawn
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with regards to this sample. It i1s hkely that. as with census data. married women are
signthicantly underrepresemed in newspaper advertisements as weli. They may have used

informal means of advertising their sewing skills such as by word-of-mouth.

4.2.6 Highest Skill Leve! Advertised and the Type of Sewing Advertised

Each sewing activity was ranked by the researcher according to the leve! of skill
required and ordered beginning with the activity re‘;rmg the greatest amount of skill.
To design and execute a garment required more skill than to make a garment from a
commercial pattern as some dressmakers may have done. Tailoring required additional
skills beyond those a dressmaker would have. for example, tailors required a knowledge
of the complicated mne” construction of talored garments. Advertisements lhisting
‘children s sewing . or 'sewing were recorded as plain sewing. Chiidren's clothing
nvolved simpler construction and the various assistants to dressmaking usuatly worked
on part of the garment only and at specific tasks. Plain sewing 1s most often associated
in advertisements with mending and repairing indicating that this sewing activity was
associated witn a lower skill level than that required for dressmaking and tailoring

The skill leve! of the advertiser as regorded does not indicate the various other

sewing activitis i, sed along with the activity requiring the greatest amount of skill.
The coding for- ao. however. allon multiple responses for the type of sewing
,@ri,) -

ing and plain sewing were all listed in

&

activity advertised. Therefore. if tailoring,

one advertisement the skil: leve! would be r ded as tailoring and the type of sewing

—_advertised would be all three actuvntaeé Analysis ;f the data for 4the type of sewing,

reveals more getalec information on the various sewing activities advertised.
Dressmaking i1s the sewing activity advertised most often during the period. Plain

sewing and tailoring were the second most advertised sewing activities. Tailoring was
advertised most often during the years when tailored garments were fashionable, 1812
through 1922. Apart from nﬁdlcatmg the general skill ‘level of the advertiser "the
terminology was used as a seling point to promote the advertiser s services, therefore.
in some instances the term used may not have accurately reflected the advertiser s skili

level. Terms such as ‘designer.” “family sewing,’ ‘dressmaking lessons’ and

’
‘remodelling were used with ‘dressmaker’ and ‘seamstress’. Individuals who may



56

otherwise have callec themselves dressmakers Of seamstresses used other terms when
they wanted to distinguish their services from that of other advertisers. The terminology
used may also have been an adjustment made to changing demand.

The majority of advertisements for alteration services were placed by retal
clothing outlets indicating that the work probably involved ready-to-wear clothing. The
advertisement of ,@gmstntchmg, picoting. buﬁonholmg and pleating services give nolice
of the introduction of new technology Into édmonton.

Table 4.8 shows the number 'of advertisements for each year classified by the
highest skill level listed in the advertisement.

Tghle 4 9 Highest Skill Level Advertised

Designing
Tatloring
Dressmak ing
Plain Sewing
Family Sewing
Remodelling
Alterations
'Hemstitching

Lessons

1904 - 02 04 04 05 e -
1905 - - 01 02 oR 04 -- - -- . -
1906 -- - ot 1 02 - -- - - -
1907 -- .- 05 23 1 - -- .-
1908 -- 02 04 14 14 -- -- - - .
1909 -- 02 03 18 o8 - o o

1910 -- 21 18 07 - - - - --
1911
1912
1913
1914
115
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
192A5r
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930 %=

R =
gMy T wm

-- inaigates: that'nd" tnformation was’found for that date
. % . & .

Ja

04 21 X -— - . .
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Table 4 10 shows the number of adverusements for each year which hist one or

more types of sewing

Tabile 4 1 Type of Sewing Adver tised -
o g o
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1a.2 3 . - QO 2" 16 [
1924 - - - 04 KR 10 .- o2 C:
18925 oX! 06 S 0o [ak] cr
: 1926 03 C! oe 3 0% - 03 03 : o
1927 -~ - - c7 29 09 (o8} oc o)y
1928 e} o1 04 37 09 - - C3 10 o
1929 01 o1 06 37 15 - - 02 02 c? o
1930 - - - eF} 25 15 - - 0% o3 T

-- indicates that mo itnformation was found for that date

A comparison of Table 4.8 with Table 4 10 will indicate the numbe- of advertisements
which listed more than one type of sewing in addition to the type of sewing which

required the most skili



CE 3 . ) ‘ g
Table 4.11 outines thc number of advertisements each yedr which listed a.

4.2.7‘Type of Garment Advertised -

specific garment type.

Table 4.11 Type of Garment Advertised

«
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1907 02 02 02 o1 03 ot 01 04 o1 02 03 --
1908 02 Q2 ‘o1 o1 o1 o1 -- o1 01 01 Y- -
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1911 04 03 03 03 05 02 -- 03 o1 o1 02 --
1812 08 o7 04 05 03 03 03 05 o -- 03 -
1913 10 09 , Of 06 04 o7 -- 05 03 o1 07 --
1914 08 06, 12 04 03 02 -- 09 03 X 03 --
1915 05 06 04 12 03 04 -- 10 -- ot -- o
1916 10 10 . o7 13 0e 05 -~ o5 o1 ot o1 --
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1919° 03 07 04 06 o1 ot -- 05 02 -- 0- --
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1822 og 20 03 07 o1 04 -- oe. Ot ot -- --
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1925 02 02 01 02 - -- o1 o -- i o7 --
1928 02 ot - 03 . -- - 07 ot -- 06 o2
1927 01 o1 - - -- -- o1 05 03 o1 03 --
1928 - -- 02 -- o1 -- -- -- 11 o1 02 08 r-
1929 03 04 -- 05 -- =- -- 04 -- 02 = 03 .-
1930 - 02 o1 03 -- -- -- 02 -- -- -- --

Other=nurses’ un!fbrﬁs. housema(ds‘dfesses. maternity clothing and aprons.
*Ready-to-wear refers 1o alteration work on ready-to-wear garments.

& -- indicates that.nq {nformation was found for that date.

Garments were mentioned in advertisements as examples of the type of service
‘offered or. in the case of Situation Vacant advertisements, .as examples of the skill leve!

or experience wanted in an employee. Often a dressmaker would indicate one type of
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garment as a specialty
'Dressmaking - Ladies tailored suits and coats a specialty. Mrs. Pringle and
Mrs. Brown, 1231 Kinistino Avenue. Phone 5545'(1912/04/23 EJ:

B, - . &

Fternoon, evening and street gowns made. Undergarménts a specialty.
Wom 15, 10043 112 Street (1920702718 EJ).

‘ The greatest number of advertisements for tailored garments and outer garments
‘appeared du.ring dates When tailored garments were in fashion, 1812 throQgh 1916 and
1820 through 1822. Several advertisements of children’s clothing occurred from 1809
through 1930. As children’'s clothing could be simpler énd less time consuming to

_construct, some seamstiesses may have included childrens garments in ther
advertisements as a8 means of determining the garments they would be asked to make.
For example.

Situation Wanted - Competent seamstress wants work by the day or at home.
Blouses. children s dresses. boys suits and underwear. well and quickly
done. Terms moderate. Apply at 37 Boyle Street
(1912/03 26°EJ. ‘ : . *

Compared to women s clothing children's garments had fewer fitting problems. There
were Q5ually fewer garmen: pieces to seam, less decoration, less detailed construction

and simpler fabrics were used. theref‘ore/ children’s clothing could be readily produced

by a less skilled sewer and in‘less tme than could most women s clothing.

4.2.8 Detail of Location Information in Advertisements

The majority -of advertisements throughout the period list an address . or in later
years,: an. address and a telebhone number. Most advertisers wer‘e. not reluctant’ to
disclose location information judging from the small number of advertisg:ments listing a

newspaper box number only or a telephone number only'.
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”bble 412 illustrates the number of advertisements listing the various details of location

" “information. ' .
T tfable 4 12 Detat} of Location Information in Advertisements
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-- {ndicates that no information was found for that date.

F i

Locationcinformation can prove useful in charting the progress of a particular
dressmaker, for example: v

Situation Wanted - Dressmaking. Mrs. Mickleberry, 840 Kinistino,
at home or by the day; also plam sewing (1809/02/26 EJ):: =~

>

Mrs. Mickleberry has removed, dressmaking from 803 Fraser to Chicago
Millinery. 445 Namayo (1914/Q2708 EJ),

/
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anc
Dressmaking - Ladies tailored suits. coats. s_pedalty. Mrs. Pringle and Mrs.
Brown. 1231 Kinistino Avenue. Phone 5545 (1912/04/23 EJ),

Mrs. Pringle begs to announce her removal from 1231 Kinistino Avenue to
171 Norwood Boulevard (1812/11/12 EJ):

Mrs. Pringle has rerﬁoved from 171 Norwood Boulevard to 446 Kirkness

Street. Ladies tailoring a specialty (1813/01/25 EJ). , '\-’
Some dressmakers chav;\ged addresseé frequently; in a few instances an address
changed several times in the same year. One can speculate on the reasons for a change \
.of address. As in the examples given. a dressmaker may have moved to improve her
business or as a result of the dissolution of 2 partnership. Some dressmakers may have
moved to better locations as ther ‘businesses expanded of they may have moved
frequently to avoid problems with.factory inspectérs. Plottmg.of loc‘ations on a city map

may more clearly indicate which and how many ladies’ tailors and dressmakers were

located in the business sections of the city compared with those in residential sections.

4.2.9 Type of Work Situation Advertised

For. the variable. type of work situation. "dressmaking establishment” or "tailoring
estabhshn:went‘ was coded if the advertisement specifically stated as much or If the name
used indicated an estébhshed business, for example, Specialty Qressmaknhg Company 7 :
Bon Ton Dressmak‘mg Rooms. As a résult the number of indeterminate responses is high

since no attempt was made to ‘distinguish a possible business address from a residential

address. LA

The majority of tailoring esgabihshments’ were operated by men who combined
ladies’. tailoring and men’s tai!or'mgyi'n one business. Some women did operate tailoring
4 N

businesses, for example:

2
va

‘ ‘A - High-class ladies’ tailoring - Miss Gimblett late of E. Burnett, Exclusive Ladies’

_ Tailoring, 364 Younge St.. Toronto, has opened a Ladies’ Tailoring Business
s, - at 258 Namayo Avenue. A trial order is solicited (1910/05/13 EJ.

- Emily Hohn, 10138 Whyte. Tailor (Henderson's, 1827 - 1830).
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Most women tailors. however combined ladies’ tailoring and dressmaking in one
business. fo'r‘example
Miss Stauth of Buffalo, New York has opened a Ladies’ Tailoring and Fine
Dressmaking Parior in Gimer Block, First Street. North from the Windsor
Hotel (1904/03/26 EJ). : o

1

and. .

First-class dressmaker and ladies’ tailor. wraps and separate coats a
specialty. Prices reasonable. Mrs. Vachon, Suite 7-8 Cattistock Block, Jasper
West near Fifth (1914/06/03 EB); '
One male, Thomas Hindle and Ebmpany, operated a combined tailoring and dressmaking
business. howeve;, the emphasis was on tailoring. It is difficult to\ say how many of
these men and women were managers and how many actually workevd on garments. The
combination of various sexving activities in a business will be discussed further.

The number of sewers working In a tailoring or dressmaking establishment and
by the day was highest just prior :o and during the first world war and again in the early
1920s. There were also more advertisements of work for retail, work for a drycleaner
and factory homework 'i'r'\’ --t'\hese years than earher or later years. N

The ma’jOth of advertisements-of work in a retail store are situat.mn vacant
advertisements placed by retail clothing stores with a dressmaking department or, in the_
1920s with an alteration department for ladies’ ready'-tc;;thaa‘r\gafmeals.\ Some
examples of retail ,;.clbthmg stores which had dressmaking departments are Rev‘iHon
Bros.. Hudson's Bay Company, Fort_:észaylor Company. James Ramsey's, Johnstone
Watker s and Thompson Ladues ‘Wear. Other retail stores combined dressmak'mg
services with other dress-relate’gi %:ervicés, for exa_mple, the Louvre Milinery Store,
Parisian Milinery. Fox's Silk and Dress Goods and Trudeau's Cleaning and Dye Works.
By 1928 a few retail outlets were offering services 1-8’ sewers such as hemstitching.
picoting. buttonholing and pleating: some -examples are Kay's, the Pekine Shoppe. Singer .
Sewing Machines and Trudeau's Cleaning and Dye Works. Advertisements placed by
drycleaning establishments were requests for seamstresses to do alteration or repair
yvork. Examples of the advertisers are Pan-Co-Vesta Company', Trudeau's Cleaning and
Dye Works. French Dry Cleaners, Parisian Dye Works,'My Valet Company. and Model

Cleaners and Tailors. {
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Advertisements for factory homework on ready-to-wear clothing are primarily
from one source. Natnona‘), Manufacturing Company of Montreal. The notice appears
reguiarly in both the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Daily Bulletin from 1907
through to 1930. The Ontario Neckwear Company placed an.agnertisement in 1930

requesting home sewers to work for them via the mails. .
q g AR

‘ !;é. ‘mi
Table 4.13 summarizes the information regarding work sitdstion

Teble 4 13 Type of Work Situstion Advertised = )
e ._.‘ 3 .
[ 4
. )
- > 3 -~ ®©
55 8 2 T © v
2o o v ¢ e °
o0& £ £ & o £
€3 > > o 5 g x E
S I T T
ol R 4 ¥ 3 r I ¢ 3
20 2 R A T T -
1904 06 04 -- -- 01 -- - -
1905 2 o1 - -- .- o1 --  -- .
1906 06 01 -- -- 01 02 - -
1907 10 11 (e} -- Q1 o1 - - o
1908 €2 10 -- -- 03 -- - ot
1909 -- 10 -- -~ _ 0t 02 cr o2
1910 07 11 ot -- 03 o1 - 02
1911 02 22 -- 03 01 0% -- o
1912 - 07 17,02 03 04" 08 -- o
1913 18 - 26 -- 02 02 01 - e
1914 14 30 04 02 -- 02 -- ot ;
1918 13 25 02 -- 02 03 -~ 0y e
1916 17 26 01 4/0‘ 03 o8 -- ok}
1917 oe o8 ot HU-- 03 04 -- --
1918 12 13 02 -- ca --° 01 02
1919 21 10 -- . == 02 02 -- 02
1920 08 21 04 02 05 02 ot 0t
1921 15 13 02 -- 03 02 04 02
1922 10 12 -- -- 01 o1 02 02
1923 06 14 -- 01 01 o1 o1 o1
1924  -- 15 -- 01 -- -- 02 02
1925  -- 10 -- -- 02 01 -- =
1926 04 o8 o4 -- ot 03 o1 0!
1927 02 12 02 -- 01 ot -- 02
1928 03 09 -- -- o1 05 .- --
1929 04 15 = 02 - o1 0t 03 01
S 1930 03 11 05 01 01 01 -- 03
s

-- indicates that no information was found for that date



4.2.10 Situation Vacant Advertisements - Requests for Sewers '

Requests for sewers appeared in advertisements placed by retail clothing outlets '
and established dressmaking and tailoring businesses. Most advertisements were for
apprentices, hands or make\rs‘%: helpers, a‘ssistants and dressmakeré. Several
édvertisements for sewers WélL; ;)Iac'ed by only a few employers. Often the request
was for more than one employee. These advertisements indicate that employers may
have found it difficult to find skilled help, for example just prior to and during the war,
years, the period when most of the advertisements appeared. The frequency of these
adver.tusements may also be an indication of highramployee turnover.

Teble 4.14 Stituation vacant Advertisements - Requests by Employers

for Other Sewer s
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The terms. hand and maker, helper and assistant, were often used in conjunction
with a specific garment. for example:

Wanted - First class ladies’ coat and skirt Hands; also helpers and apprentices
on gowns. Apply 233 Jasper West {1912/04/23 EJ);

and
Situation Vacant - Wanted  First-class talloress. gown finishers and
apprentices. Come ready to work at Miss Strem's Dressmaking Pariors.
10649 Jasper West (1817/10/25 EJ.
Additional terms encountered were sewing maid. sewing gl and sample maker. The
term, sewing maid, is used n a situation wanted advertisement placed by an indwvidual
wanting work in an institution and in a situation vacant advertisement for a sewiné maid
in.a children s home. The advertisements suggest that a sewing maid was a maid with
sewing experience and skills who would perform basic domestic service taéks. The
advertis\emems requesting sewing girls were placed by dressmaking businesses managed
by women. however, no specific meaning was applied to the term. The term may have

referred to girls with general sewing experience; for example one advertisement

requested 'sewmgv grrls and one whd understands dressmaking” (1821/11/12 EJI. The

advertisement for a sample maker indicated ladies’ and children s wear but did not

indicate whether the advertiser was a garment manfacturer or someone in private

business.

4.2.11 Other Services Advertised

The other services offere‘d most often in_conjunction with a sewing activity were
mending and darning needlework. household sewing and millinery. Fabrics and notions
for sale and furs altered and reparred were services listed occasionally. One advertiser
requested "hotel or ho*mal sewing. or curtains’. Unique services. offered perhaps to
attract customers. included the ability to speak a second language, importing. sample
garments. a twentieth century ladies’ tailoring system, hand painting on evening and
wedding gowns , the H. and F. skirt shield and the use of a pneumatic dress form.
Dressmaking services were also »offered in exchan'geyfor goods and other services.
Alternative services hsted along with a sewing service were laundry and dry -cleaning
childcare, nursing or care of an invalid. music lessons. housework. and cooking. catering.

entertaining. the making of harr switches, companion, waiter, photograph retouching.

-



flower making marcelling. ‘and the mounting'of needlework or paintings.
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Table 4.15 shows the number of advertisements each year .which listed an

additional service in conjunction with the sewing service.

Yable 4. 15 QOther Services Advertised
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Note: Other services also included photogranh retouching,

music lessons,
importing, the making of hair switches,

the ability to speak a second language,

flowers, catering and companion.
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5, Discussion

5.1 Work Situations Using Sowfng Skills

Trautman (1979) noted that. in Colorado. "'dr;ssmaking and seamsterring were
occupations worked out of one's residence and were temporary, while tailoring was
generally worked out of a business location and tended.to be somewhat more stable” (p.
94). Newspaper advertisements and the Herderson's Business Directory indicate that
' dressm;;ung and seamsterring wére temporary occupations for women in Edmonton.
Most dressmakers names appear once or twice in newspaper advertisements and many
advertisements do not include a name. The same advertisements often st an
- impermanent work situation such asv work in one's home or in the customer’'s home by
the hour, day or week. The ma;ogity of dressmakers listed in the Henderson's; Business
Drrectory were usually in business less than five' years.

The census indicates that the majority of seamstresses and tailoresses were
'iwage earners whereas the majority of dressmakers worked on their own account either
abs an employer, by the day from therr homes, or 1N a shop. Dressmakers who worked
out by the day were considered wage earners or employees for census purposes.
Dressmakers working in an establishment employing less than five people were also
considered. for purposes of the census. as working on their own account. An analysis
of the work situation as indicated in newspaper advertisements gives a more detailed
account of the activities of tailoresses. dressmakers and seamstresses.

The hign number of advertisements not specifying a work situation is indicative
of the fiexipility of sewing occupations and also the necessity of being flexible. The lack
of information suggests that the type of work situation and the terms of payment were
‘sertled with each customer. Women wo'rkir)g by the day were in the majority throughout
the period from 1908 to 1930. Working by the day had the advantage of enabling the
dressmaker to work from her own home or in the customer's home. Other advantages
of this type of work situation included flexibility in scheduling sewing time along with
other aEtrvities, low overhead costs. and the choice of taking work when tme allowed

or when economic necessity arose.
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Some customers preferred to have the dressmaker come 1o their homes. O:\e
dressmaking shop extended this service to its customers:

Situation Wanted, Female - Wanted work as dressmaking of any kind at my

shop at 401 Clara Street or will go to house as desired. Will be at shop from

2 to 6 o'clock (1910/12/12 EJ).
" Oral history reveals that some families engaged a dressmaker to come to their homes
for a week at a time In the spring and fall of the year (Silverman Tape #13). This practice
saved the customer the inconvenience of travelling to the dressmaker s shop or home if
several fittings were required and aiso aff&ded the dressmaker an opportunity for
informal social interaction. The dressmaker may have taught the daughters of the tamily
how to sew (lSilve'rman Tape #13) or may have become a friend of the family (Matheson
Interview!. '

QOccasionally sewing services were offered by the hour or the week at home or
out. Very few dressmakers advertised to work at home only: the necessity of staying at
home. for example, with children, may have been the reason for therr lack of flexibility
in the work situation. : 5

Some dressmakers clearly stat,ed the conditions of their employment

Dressmaking alterations. making over: women's and children’s; go out $1.50
per day and noon meal. 10163 S4A Street {(1828/03/01 EB) . .

Others noted specific times they were available for work . for example.

Dressmaker desires work during spare hours. Apply after 6 p.m.. 12024 91
Street (1820/05/20EJ); :

and ' : .
Wanted - By experienc®d dressmaker. sewing by the day or at home. Best
city references. Work wanted for between now and first of January. Apply
Box 2 Journal (18081212 EJ. '
or. this somewhat pretentious one’
Experienced lady tailoress and dressmaker will go out sewing by the day for
a short tme to weli-to-do people. All work guaranteed. Apply Box 425
Journal (1914/09.16 EJ.
In some cases the customer stated the terms under which the dressmaker would be
engaged; for example:

Dressmaker wanted - To do work at a private house for a few days. Apply
Room 1 Edmonton Hote! Annex (1908/05/08 EJ).

These and other advertisements point to the flexibility, but also the instability of much of

this work. The fact that dressmakers advertised 2 desire to work “for the season” or in
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'a steady position’ illustrates the insecurity of the occupation.
Some advertisers specified a particular area of the city in which: they prefarred

to work. For example "~ *

Wanted - Dressmaking by the hour or day. Highlands preferred. For
appointment phone 6580 or address P. 0. Box 1319, City (1914/04/09 EJ),

and

Personal - Sewing wanted west and. Phone 23657 {1930/07/28 EJ).
or outside the City

Family sewmg in town or country. Box 289 Jourpal (1920/05’01 EJ.
Conditions of time and place attached to the work sntuauon by the advertiser suggest
that dressmakmg by the day was. as the term suggests. a temporary occupation taken up
when necessay or desred but was not the primary concern n therr lives. Other
concerns such as marriage angd the family were perhaps. for many. more important.

The number of sewers working in dressmaking and tailoring establishments 1s
generally less than the number of sewers working by the day . however, the numbers do
not accdunt for the individual employees working th these establishments. The greatest
number of sewers working in dressmaking or tailoring establishments occurred for the
years 1813 to 1822 Unlike work by the day. work in a dressmaking of tailoring
establishment employed significantly fewer sewers after 1922. By this date operating an
established business may not have been profitable due to increased competition trom
retailers of ready-to-wea- clothing. |

information from the Menderson’'s Business Directory for 1910 and 1820
indicates that dressmaking establishments were an important source of employment for
dressmakers at the earlier date but had bécome less so by the twenties. The
dressmakers listed as being employed by a dressmaking establishment in 1910 were
" dided among six employers whereas. by 1920, only two different employers were
listed. This sug: sts that by 1820 only the more successful establishments could
employ other dressmakers of seamstresses. Also, the simpler dress styles of the
twenties would have required less construction and therefore fewer sewers and less
time were requnred to produce a finished garment. Two . newspaper advertisements
appeared. one in 1918 and one in 1920. which may have been placed by dressmakers

seeking temporary assistance for example.
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Competent dressmaker_for three days each week. Mrs. W. D. Bradey. Pione
82140 (1820:05/27 EJ. Tt ' '
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The second advertisement suggests”that sg!g\\‘a‘ d5WBlishments may hade made use of
ST

+

homeworkers rather than "pngagmg temporary stﬁf} to work on the premises.
w

Dressmakers did 6perate suCE:ii%\sful businesses, some for ten or more years.
They offered a range of services including des'gninﬁg, tailoring. and dressmaking. and
" employed other dressmakers and seamstresses in their workrooms. A few sought to
expand therr businesses by offering unique services. for example. dressmaking lessons

Dressmaking - Opposite Alberta College. School of Dresscutting. arranged a
for. Come make your own spring gowns. No failures. Principal. Mrs. L. E.
English, Room 4. Hanna Block, First Street opposite Alberta College
{1911/04/25 EJ.

or milinery

The Royal Alexandra Dressmaking and Milinery at home or by the day.
Reasonabie prices and work uaranteed. Pattern hats special this week only
$2.50. Phone 596 1. 9346 184 Avenue (former address 624 lsabellz Street
(1915705, 05 EJ).

or fabrics and Parisian designs

French Dressmaking Parlors 10615 Jasper Avenue Wes! (Next tc Corona:
We are delighted to introduce to the ladies of Edmonton the exclusive
materials for Afternoon & Evening Gowns which we have just received. Also
models of the latest Parisian designers. We would be pleased if you woulc
call and see our work. Special prices for next week only. STREV & CC -
Phone 2884 (19151001 EJ1. \

or designs copied from current fashion plates obtaned from a traveliing salesman

{Penman/Empey Tape!.

—

Oral history provided details of the’ working conditions in dressmaking d

establishments and the division of tasks. With regards to the hours of work one’.

- ' .
 dressmaker stated. "We worked eight to six and it was supposed to be 'til one ‘on »

Saturday but very often three’ (Penman/Empey Tape). During the busy Seasor{ ~£\,;‘

particularly Easter, some dressmakers on their own worked through the night or, if they

——

were employees, they often worked to seven or eight in the evening (Penmah/Empey‘,

Tape). Tasks were. generally speaking. divided into cutung and fitting, const‘rbcuog,

finshing. and specialized tasks such as making covered buttons. beading aﬁd

1
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embrodery. With regards to beading one dressmaker commented "We did an iwful lot
of beading Qi was hard on you. It made your chest gache" (Panman/émpey Tape).
.Another dressmaker. working in her own home. reiied on her two daughters to do the
#padwork (McMahon Tape).

Tuchschere: (1979) concluded that technology did not play a significant part in
the women s ready-to-wear dress industry. Special machines for picoting hemstitching
buttonholing and pleating were introduced in Edmonton b\y specialized businesses
servicing garment manufacturers. dressmaking establishments and home: sewers (Pekin
Shpppe. Togerman) and By‘ an established men s custgm tailoring busmess_ (Kay s}
Dressmaking e@stablishments used the basic equipment and perhaps a few extras such as
a machine for making covered buttons (Penman Empey Tape: One dressmaker who

»
worked for several years in two proﬁwunent dressmaking establishments in Edmonton
noted that sewing machme’ attachments such as a ruffler and hemmers were not of
much use to a dressmaker (Penman’'Empey Tape

As noted. a sewing machine may have cost between $12.00 and $21.00 n
1903-04 or between $29.00 and $58.00 in 1826-27. A dressmaker who earned
$13.00 a week in 1920-21 would have requred approximately a week s wages 1C
purchase a machine outright. -

Several dressmakers who worked for women s retal clothing stores eventually
established lasting businesses of therr own. Madame Zara Silvester and Miss A. Strem of
Strem and Company. both nitially worked for Forbes-Taylor Costumiers and both went
on to operate successtu! dressmékmg/tanormg establishments with severai employees
One employee of Miss 4. Strem Miss Emily Thomai, also started her own dressma'kmg
establishment which remained in business for approximately seven years Time spent
working for a women s retail clothing estabJ%em may have been an apprenticeship in
dressmaking or an opportunity for a skilled" d‘ressmaker to gain experience N Various
aspects of operating a workroorﬁ experience which could then be transferred to the
operation of a private dressmaking establishment, and an opportunity to build up
clientele and accumulate capital. |

Some dressmakers alled themselves with ladies’ talors and women's retail

clothing outlets rather than establishing a private busc@s. Other dressmakers entered

4
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partnerships. for example: . .

establi
Fred Wagner i is apparent from newspa

of opportumtues to vmprove their busmess by purchasmg‘an established business or by

and:

Wanted - Dressmaker 1o go in partnership with another young Iady Box
169 Journal (1910/03/10 EJ). . .

) | -

The Misses Murphy and Bryne are opening their Dressmaking Estabhshrnent

~on Margh 1st at Suite 107, Pantages Building {1921/02/26 EJ)

Most tailors combmed ladies’ and men 's tailoring and operated from a busnness

‘ entermg into a partnership:

and

Sor'ne were allied to clothing manufacturers as managers of made-to-measure outlets,

for example:

as drycleanmg fabric nmportmg and retaxhng !n some cases. taulors )omed with

Q

!

“E. “F."Mann, mn's and ladies tailoring: successor 10 Helman & Sapera

(1922703725 EJ.

R. M. Nichol has taken over the Iadles tailoring: estabhshment of G. A. Paden;
- cutter and fitter to H. W. Ambrose (1820/08/ 15 EJ:

a s
s

\ T : 8 T
Situation Vacant - Wanted - Ladies’ tallor wishes to meet a hngh class
dressmaker -for business proposition in the city. Apply Box 260 Journal

(1915705731 EJ;

Ladies’ tallor wishes to meet with high- class dressmaker for business:

proposition, One able to take charge, work fast at cut-rate prices. Box 321
Journal (1925 /0207 EJI.

i

. R. Hockley. manaoer The Perfect Clothmg Co., store next to Post Office.
. Jasper. We have a staff of expert workers who. can please the most

partlcular in style fit,. quahty of maternals and finish (1804/06/14 EJ).

Tanlors also comblned the tallorrng busmess wuth clothung related’ busmesses such

shment Some are also Ilsted as rrf'érchant tailors, fof example. G. W. Martin and

per advertnsements that tailors took advantage

’ dressmakers in busnnesses durected by the. tanor for, example R F. Renouf.. Ladnes

Tanlormg Dressmakmg by Mrs F L Whlte {see Appendlx D for advertnsement) R. Rutley

&Co (see AppendeD for, advert sement) and S e T o a

parti‘cularly prior ‘to 1920 when»thel.llarger qutlets Operated dressmaking departmentsr

mana ement. of Mrs. Morritt. Phone 281

AR

. Mprrltt Ladies’ and gents tallo'r Dr ssmamn@ﬂ department under
10757 Jasper ([Edmonton

* Telepfione D:rectory 1928, p. 49. . "

Newspaper advertusements suggest that work for a retan outlet was s:gmflcant

~

~a.



s

-,

73

’

The Henderson's Business Directory reveals that. in 1920, the Hudson's Bay Company’
employed eight dressmakers in their dressmaklng department and Forbes-Taylor
Company employed seven tailoresses 10 do ladies’ tanlormgz By 1930 no sewers were
listed in the Henderson's Business Directory as being -employed by elther company.
Dressmaking departments in most womens clothing stores gave way 1o alteratio ’ﬁf\’;‘
departments. Johnstone Walker is one exception; two dressmakers were employed:'~
there’ in 1820 and 1830. Newspaper advertisements mdncate that. when most
ready-to-wear outlets were dismantiing thexr dressmaklng departments Johnstone
Walker stil operated one: for example: g

[y

o ¥
Situation vacant - E)@g riepced dressmaker wanted. Apply Mrs. Trow
Johnstone W,a{:;y Ltagl ,1924"’/()3/ 15 EJ) T . 9&

in 1826 they employed a@@f‘ of expenenced deanners and cutters’ 10 prodrfce their

‘semi-ready frocks' (see advert;sement Appendix D). In 1930, 2 dressmaker was still

"

associated with the store: - ' : 4 .

Miss McLennan, Dressmaker & Designer, announces ‘the removal of her
establishment from 10233 Jasper Avenue to the third floor of Johnstone
Walker: Miss McLennan is now ready to receive her patrons in her new
quarters (1830/03/03 EJ). 5 “

_ Smaller womens ready-to-wear clothing stores employed seamstresses for
alteratlon work. For example, the. 1920 Henderson's Business D/recrory lists threc
seamstresses wor}ungﬂf'or a retail outlet. This practlce of employlng one or two
seamstl,tésses or dressmaker? in alteprarlon services continued mto 1930. The 1830

Hendersori’-s Business Directory lists four dressmakers and five seamstresses wo&&j;

&
- "

for retaii outlets.
A few sewers - tailoresses. dressmakers and seamstresses. worked for 2

drycleaning or laundry business: '‘Newspaper advertisements reveal that they were

" primarily engaged in remodelling or repair work; for example:

‘ The Pan-Co-Vesta Club, Fred Cooper. Prop. Phone 2279. Steam & French
Dry Cleaning & Dye Works. Ladies’ work a-specialty. ‘Alterations & repairs.
Jackets relined. Gloves cleaned equal to new. Skirts shortened & rebound.

Ostrich feathers. cleaned coloured & curled. 752 First Street (1909/02/Q9

‘EJ) " ) . RS -%,

~ Situatron” vacant - Grrl used to plain- sewmg for repalr ‘work. Apply Royﬁ&
Cleamng Works. 9539 Jasper (1920705/ 14 EJ);

' ansi‘. DRI S 3 T

',4’,. &,’?”*,ﬁ A,J‘E-. .,.

s L \Nanted ng thomughfy e{ﬁ%ﬁmqed ta%patchers no other need apply
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Trudeau's Cleaning & Dye Works. 10151 109 Street. Phone 2668
(1921/04 /04 EJ). -

Trudeau's Cleaning and Dye Works is an example of a multi-faceted business engaged in
tailoring, dressmaking and millinery work as well as drycieaning, fur cleaning and dyeing
‘(see advertisement in Appendix D). ’ \

Factory homework or outworklng does not appear o have been a sngnl jcant
part of sewing activities in Edmonton. The terms refer to the giving out of articles or
materials to be made up. cleaned. washed, altered, ornamented, finished or repaired or
adapted for sale in the home of the employee of a factory (The Factories Act 1817, p.
139). Because of the difficulty in obtaining information about factory homework from
any source the incidence of factory homework in> Edmonton cannot be accurately
assessed. Factory homeworkers were often recruuted through informal channels, for
example through family members working in the factory Despite The Factor/es Act
formal records of employees were not likely to have been kept regularly Mothers and
" recent immigrants have been identified as a major component of the factory

;J\yhomeworkmg population  (Johnson. 1982). Both groups are |lkE|y to b'e
underrepresented In any formal information source. for example, the census. The
census counted puece\%orkers in the factory or outside of it as. wage earners therefore

//th_enr numbers are obscured. ) ,

The expanded sample of newsoaper advertisements for 1910 and 1815 (Smlth,/\ﬂ
1984 does indicate that some factornes or dressmakmg establishments in Edmontor
used homeworkers to some extemt: for examp|e

Wanted - First-class experienced girls to undertake at home the making of
ladies’ blouses and neckwear. Apply Box 1726 P. O (1810/ 01/07 EJn

and: - “ : ‘ ”

Shirt makers wanted for homework, also in factory. Must be experlenced
Apply. 9452 Jasper Avenue (1815/05/28 EJI. g

“One. company the Natuonal Manufacturmg Company of Montreal, consistently advertised
in the Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin for horneworkers to do plain
4 sewing It is'impossible to establish at this point how many. if any, sewers in Edmonton

; worked £or the company. , ;..\’ ' V )
The é%ensus of Canada 79:?7 prowdes comparatwe data between major cities in

terms of the ‘number of weeks worked on average and the earnings per week for”

4 A .
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various occupations Compared with dressmakers, seamstresses and tailoresses in.
' Toronto Montreal and Winnipeg. those working in Edmonton in 1920-1921 were
employed for a greater number of weeks orkaverage yet earned less per week on

average. Women working as clerks and teacher’ in each city were employed Ionger and

earned from approxrmateiy $2.00 to $15.00 more in average weekly earnings. For
example. women workmg as teachers in Edmonton earned an average weekly income of
$29.00 whereas dressmakersr seamstresses and tailoresses earned $ 13.00 per week. |
Clothing factory employees earned slightly less per week ($12.00). Those in domestic
and personal services earned the least of all at $9.00 per week (Census of Canada 1921,

&_,%}/Ol 3 Tables 38 & 39)..

Payment for dressmaking services was occasronaW mentioned in advertlsements
Some specify the wage expected per day or hour, for example:
Dressmaking wanted by long experuent:ed hand. Would call for work and take

it home or sew by the day for s0.10 per hour. Apply Box 358 Journal ,
(1915/04,27 EJ. — .

éome specified the price per garment, *or example:
Miss McAtee, phone 2694, ‘dressmaker and ladies’ tailor; dresses made from
$5 to $10. and suits from $10 t6 $15. Satisfaction guaranteed 318 Fraser
Avenue (1810/03/04 EJ\.

and, at a later, less properous date:
Dressmaking. plam sewing and altering. Ladies’ - sport dresses s0.75.

children s dresses, rompers and middies $0.25. 11268 95 Street
> (1918/06/ 13 EB). ¥

3 :
Other advertisements, although not stating specific terms of payment, suggested the
range of payment expected. For example

Dressmaking At very lowest prices to get established. Atl work guaranteed
R., 11 Alberta Biock, Phone 4691 (1815/11/13 EJi.

or, put more bluntly: S ’
Dressmaking wanted by the day. or at home, cheap. Box 51 1 Journal
(1915/09103 EJ. _

The mfrequent appearance of advertisements spemfylng tne cost of a sewmg service or

the price of a garment makes any statement based on quantnfrable data’ mpossrble The

impression garned from those advertrsements which do mclude cost. information is tha:

prices were very flexlble and only reached some measure of unrformlty among -

oy

established dressmakmg shops. : ‘ ‘ ;‘) e 7
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Some advertisers adjusted their rates to. agcount for the seasonal slack in

i
/

business: K

- Dressmaking wanted daily - Reductions weekly, visits houses, city or country
or take work. Plain, fancy sewing. good cut, fit, style; low terms. Amateur _ )
photoplates retouched. printed & developed. Apply Box 69 Journal
(1810/06/29 EJ: ‘ ’

or:

Mrs. English ... is making a special reduction in all branches. Fall coats from
$5 during slack season (1914/09/04 EJ. -

Other advertisers reflected the economic climate of the times in which they were
working. Some reduced prices while -others turned to remodeling or repairing of
" clothing. For example

Save money. Have old clothes made over for children. Other sewing or
?w repairing done. Phone Mrs. Seman, 4138 (1924/10/25 EJ.

ne forthright advertiser of 1911 stated that dressmaki'{\g was not among the more

N
profitable occupations ‘ : ‘ : a

Wanted - Dressmaker or teacher who would Iike':,more lucrative work.
Splendid possibilities for energetic workers. Answer at once. giving address, .
Box A, Bulletin (191 1!"&3 01 €BL 1 . . N

~—

-+ .One can only guess as to what@the other splendid“ possibilities were! This advertisement

&ff" 1930 makes it clear that. for some. it was simply é,quest'ion of needing work.,
& - Would sgmeone please give 3 ‘capable woman work. Ironing expertly- dow Y
’ * ~Plain sewig and mending. 10525 101 Street {1830+ 11702 EJ. "%

5

oy ey Ll . . i ) ) .
In some _cases sew!"s were not dnrq&tly pﬁd& fp?f their services but entered into

some type of exchange with another personh. Individuals wanting to learn sewing skills -

were offered lessons, for examp@iﬂe; - B
v Situation Vacant - Wanted - Grrl ti) helg. in house, chance to learn
. dressmaking. E. Reid, 60 Grierson Street .?87103/ 22 EJ); 4 )

or.

 Experienced dressmaker is offering lodgings of reasonable rates. in return . .%,,ﬁ"
for giving lessons to girl in dressmaking. Box 322 Journal (1813/09/28 EJi. B @

Other arrangements also involved the ‘'exchange of room and board for sewing services.
. B LTy

%

for example: -

- Situation Vacant - Good-fitting dressmaker (or teacherjpto take in or by the
' . day. reasonable proposition offered by lady who #as modern home ;8 :
machine, can also be advertised: Protestant; references. Box 401 Journal B o
1 (18157/02/01 EJ; * ‘ :

3

and - - } : B : 5 :



Situation Vacant - Wanted - A dressmaker to sew in exchange for her- ‘board

and room when not engaged out. Call- 320 Jasper Avenue East. Phone 4552

#915/02/20 EJ). :
In some instances less structured arragngements for an exchange of skills were made.
For example, one dressmaker who dgr\'ot want to 'hang out her ticket’ offered to sew
for a neighbour in exchange for painti_r)g’ lessons (Emslie Tapel. In other"instance‘s. one‘
woman would do housework and preoare lunch while & friend made the clothing for
both families (Brown Interview).~or one woman's husband did farm work for a neighbour
in exchange for sewing servioes provided by the - neighbour {Wenger Interview).
Dressmakers made clothing for themselves ahd family members: for ‘example, one

_made coats for all my sisters jn my spare time. } made lots of

,o_and | made my own coats, 100" v(Peé{ﬁﬁeQ/Empey Tape). This
Hough difficul.t to discover, no doubt occurred frequently among
n ‘fvamilies . '
As noted in the Findings section 4.2.8, newspaper advertrsements are a valuable
' source of information on the movement of dressmakers from one job to. another and* M

f from one location to another. Similar mformatnon as well’as some of the reasons for

the chaniges. can be obtauned from oral hrstory For example one dressmaker was
traned by her mother and worked at home with her from an early age. When marital
problems arose she returned home 1o ‘continue work with her mother until she obtamed
: ob as an examiner with the Great West Garment Company. Describing the work there

e %saud ‘I examined all the work that come out. You'd sew’ and.l'd examine it to see if
'you d done it right. That's what | was domg and I hated it!" ‘After apprOxrmately four

@ A years at this job she worked as a tanor at Johnstone Walker for several years In the
1930s she worked in Trudeau's dressmaking department and helped close it -out. then

went oh o do'aheratuon work_for the drycleaning Ddepartment’ there (VicMahon Tape).
This example illustrates not only. the varety of work situations of the in‘dnvidual sewer

- ‘but also the change over the decades from work in the home to work for a business. It
1s mterestmo 1o note that thns interviewee s mother also eventually moved into alteratron

PR

: work for a women's ready=to- wear outlet and remained at thns work mto her seventies.
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5.2 Profile of Sewers

[

5.2.1 Age . .

The Census’ mdlcates that the ma;orlfy of dressmakers in Edmomon in 1911 and
1821 were belween 25 and 49 years of age while an almost equal number of
talloresses and seamstresses fell into the 15 to 24 and 25 to 49 age brackets (the
Census of 1911 does not give a further breakdown of the 25 t&ds age grouping.
Census of Canada 1911 Vol 64pp 376- 377\ Census ‘of .Canada 1921, Vol. 4, pp.
368-369). In 1831 there was. an almost equal, umber of dressmikers in the 15 to 24
year bracket as in the 25 to 49 year bracke\ {CensUS of Cang %1931 Vol. 5 pp 562

-562). - " A . e

in 1921 there were six dressmakers aged 65 or over whlle there was only M"“, "

1-’\;

,in lSl 1 and in 1931. No tailoresses or seamstresses were in the 6% plu§ age bracket in
‘In\t,of the three census years studied.

% A decrease t0 appr’oxlmately half of the number of dressmakers in the 15 to 24

yearé) bracket in 1921 af compared to the number in 1911 is evudence of what the

. census compllers called a decllnlng occupation’. The 1831 census does not list

‘\” apprentices whigh suggests that they were no Ionger as important a part of the
occupation as wﬁl when 12 apprentice dressmakers were listed. '

k THe statistics for age of employed women in Edmonton correspbnded to national

S patterns of age and employment of women. Betke {1981) pomted out that “the statistics

for [gainfully occupied] gris and women were heavily skewed to the 15-24 age

! cat:igory - 4/9 of th‘ total employed. but aZong women 25 and over only 15% were

e corrﬁ ms'm p: 449). .

Age was referred to n very few advertusements but was mentioned occasionslly.

I

employed in comparlsgn wnh 94% of menin t

-8s in this advertlsement

Parsonal - Elderly w man would do mendmg and p&%wng for bachelor
1161895 Streetllg 0/05%/13EL. o,

and . | - ﬁ

J\ -

4y .

wWoman, mlddle aged. would lke 1o get practlcal experience nhursing of
éewmg day or.week. Good. references supplled Phone 81132 (192310.1 01
J

A reference@;o._age mhy have been used by the advertuser to ehc:t sympathy and offers

>

B

~e——
Y
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of‘wor.k, or to simply make the reader aware of who was seeking employment.
, ‘
5.2.2 Marital Status
o 1816, of the female pooulation of Edmonton 15 years of age and older, 54%
of the 20 to 24 year olds were single whereas 80% of the 25 to 34 year olds and 86%
of the 3 Yo A4 year olds were married (Census of Pranrne Provmces 1916. Tabie 18.p.
197). In 1926 of the female population of Edmonton aged 15 years and over, 669 of
the 20 to 24 year olds were single and 30% were married ; 75% of the 25.t0 34 age
bracket and.85% of the 35 to 44 age bracket/vyere married (Census of Prairie Provinces
1926 Table 26. pp. 596 -597). The fug&’es indicate a decrease in the number of

women marrying by age 34 thereby adding to the populaznon of “young. single and

employable women.

. .
.

The cqn;ugal condition of females In Edmonton engaged in gainful ocwpanonsﬁg q o
?no( g(ven howeveg, figures., are. _available:; for the provmce ”of Alberta. Of tHe” female
populatlon aged 15 yedrs and over. 39°% of the smgle woroen were gantully occupied In
1821 and 1931. There was a shght increase from 1821 over 1931 in the percentage
of married women in gainful occupatuons - 2.5% to 3.69c. The percentage of widowed
__women who were gainfully occupied remained the same at about 31% (Census of Canada

1831, Table 26. p. 37). It is apparent from these figures that the majority of the

. o
females gainfully occupied in Alberta were single. Research has shown that very few - “»‘

e
. i L ,.," .

married women engaged in paid work outside the home. R

. ) .)""-". 9)’*

Evidence from newspaper advertisements on the marital status of. sewers s ..,;

| i , . 2
gketchy. Some advertisers did specifically mention therr marital status. for exampie '

Wanted - Farmer s widow wants daily employmerit, housekeeper sewing.
music. Gandy & Co. (190406 14 EJ.
and o ’ . ' S o
2ne . ‘

v

Wwomen's and children’s sewing wanted by- marrled woman 10 do at home
Apply 11223 954 Street (1917/ 12/11Ed.

One advertiser. left as the sole support of har family. placed this advertisement
Piain sewing etc Mrs Donaldson. who has been left without support and
has two small chidren 1o mantain would be {lad. to hear of any-suntable
work App|y 5 doors west of Odd Fellows Temple (1909/08/03 SP,

Orai hustory nndn"ateo tha: women d;sconlmuegl therr work after marriage o+ shortly atter

o ' »
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the birth of a first child (Penman/Empey Tape). In anorher case, a woman continued to
work for most of her marrned life because her husband's income was inadequate (Keir
Tape). Prior to marriage some dressmakers lived at home and contributed to the family,
income as noted in this interview: | gav)e my mother §3.00 and | had $3.00.... | lived at
home until | got married” (Penman/Empey Tapel. As the examples illustrate, the
dressmakers followed the social conventions of the time with regards to the relative
importance of work and marriage and family respogibility. Tentler (1879) noted that

‘Vme was the typical female wage

"the working-class daughter who lived in the parental

earner in the years 1900 to 1930 (p. 85).

»

5.3 Sewing Activities and the Formal/Informal Economy

This section of the dlS*SSIOh refers particularly to Ta%les 4 4 and 4 .6 of the

&

N

Findings. .
The greatest number of sewers. according tog;’!,;te "estimate derived from
newspaper advertisements, the Henderson's Business Directory and oral history(
worked in the years 1912 to 1816. The highest estmated number of dressmakers was
found for 1916. Dressmakers comprise the. fnajoritp. of the estimated number of
sewers throughout the perrod studied. The estimated number of sewers decreased for
two years then increased agan from 1920 to 1922: this may be due to a sampling -
A irregularity: The dates for which the greatest number of sewers were engaged in some
kind of sewing activity comcide with periods when the Canadian economy. including the
\ economy of the city of Edmonton. was particularly unstable (refer to section 2.4 of the
Literature Review which discusses the hrstory ot Edmonton)
The highest number of advertisements placed in the Edmonton Journal occurrec
n 1913 and the second highest number in 1921, The greatesz number of advertisements
placed by dressmakers along appeared from 1913 to 1915 and again n -1821. The
Henderson’s Busmess Dlrecrory recorded the grea!est number of dressmakers for the
years 1910 to 1817 and 1922 10 1923 .
 Other fap!ors combmed with the general observation of an mcrease m the

overall. number o! sewers pom! to an mcreased use of sewmg skills 1n employn'ﬁe"'

during pe'nods of economic instabiiity More adveﬂvsemems appeared for 8 range ¢

- . 2 ¢
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sewing activities including tailoring. dressmaking and plain sewing. The advertisement of
other sewing actwitites such as family sewing. remodelling and alterations also increased
in these years. The more frequent instance of remodelling and alterations during the
early 1920s may indncaote that fewer people could afford newly made clothing and
therefore created a demand for work on finished garments. The change to a simpler
dress style requiring less fabric madé remodelling of earlier garments a practical and
economical way of staying in style. «*
| The marked rise in the number of advertisements for dressmaking during the
nineteen-teens  and early 1920s, coupled with the fact that a greater number of
advertisements alio listed less-skilled sewing activities such as plain sewing. remodelling
and alterations, suggest that the term, dressmaking. was loosely used to indicate one
who sews and should not be taken alone as an adequate description of the skill level of
"the sewer. Ambiguous terminology masks, to 3 certain extent, the entrance into the
Iabour market of more sewers working at a lower skill level durung penods of economic

TR

. depression.

immigration may account for the increase in numbers of sewers from 1811 to
1912. After this time. the poor economic cunﬁéte as.{;,\;ven as the unavailabihﬂ: of other
jobs for which women were trained. are likely 1o be ”the reasons for the second rise in
number‘s of sewers from 1818 to 1g22.° Tk\e periods;of highest employmem of

tailoresses. dressmakers and seamstresses wer ,gconomncally unstable years tor

Edmonton and the p'ame brovinces. Available skills. such as sewmg skills were likely t0
be utiized more often in informat and formal economic activities.

| As indicatec in Table 4.6 the r)u'mber of women engaged in clothing manutfacture
jncreases each decade However shown as a percentage of the g&infully occupned ‘
temaie population there was a dechne with each decade in the percentage of females
gawfully occupied in clothing manufacture This ~5uggests that other occupalions were
more desirable and more wome.n undertook sewing occupations when other work was
not readily, avalabie to. them. for example. during peribdsf‘of egénomac dechine. The‘
increase in the actua! number bf women working In sewing occupations during

economically unstable years may have been “further compounded by hidden worRQfs

. . ‘» e
such as factlocy homeworkers ano marrieg women enumerated as houseviives 0Nl
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As outlined earlier, both the ‘census and newspaper advertisements show a
greater number of older women in dressmaking in the early 1920s than in the previous
and subsequent decades. The lack of social institutions guch as welfare and pensions at

. thé time forced those who were self-supporting to utilize what skills they had in some
_tybb of paid employm;ﬁ\t, for example, women widowed during the first world war. The
increase, in 1921, in the number of women aged 65 years and over gainfully occupied
as dressmakers is one exémple. i
A greater number of adver‘t'sements specified work by the day, either at home
or out, during the years 1911 to 1816 and sgain in the early 1920s. The flexibility of
this type of VYOFk situation and the increase in the pumber of sewers adopting
suggests that many sought temporary: inte;mittem emplioyment, or perhaps this type of
employment was all that was ava‘ole to them. The fact that some advertisers stressed
the desirability of respectable work implies a reluctance to engage in paid erﬁployment;
for exérr:ple. '

Situation Wanted - Position as assistant dressmaker with respectable people.
Addrgss Room 51 Northern Hotel (1812/07/28 EJ:

The appearance throughout the nineteen-teens ahd twenties, of advertisements which hist

sewing am a number of other possible sources of employment indicate a sector of

the fe ing population which called upon all available skills in an eh‘ort to earn
| 9 . ) @
some income. For example @

VWanted by day * Waghingaaux‘ir,opnng‘g,ggrgbbing and --plain sewing by an
American lady. 11030796 Street, City (1915710718 EJ. :

Lady wants mending. plain sewing. or light work of ahy kind. -Phone 82377 .
{1922/01/ 31 EJ. R :

\
and

Housekeeping. nursing. sewing. entertaining. .etc. $2.00 daily or by
arrangement, Phone 5814 (1824702 728 EJ).

A few advertisers reflected the economic restramnts of tr? time in ther

advertisements. for example

Mrs. McNamara has moved from 125 Elizabeth Street to 625 6 Street where

she will be pleased 10 meet all old andsnew customers at wgrtime prices

Style and work guaranteed. A call will convince you phone 6741

(1914:12/04 EJ. | : ‘ : ’
)

and : ¢ ) "5

Children s clothes made ind embroidered, quickly. House dresses and
. - . - -

\

P
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undergarments made S0 you Can afford them, Sute 12 Parkview Apartn%nts

Call afternoon and evenings (1820708/23 EJ). K *

An example from oral hustory ﬂlustrates that aconomic difficulties not only meant 2
reduction in” prices but also Ied to other changes Speaking of 1927..0ne dressmker

commented

From '27 on things were getting pretty bad and | know one January thmgs

were so bad it meant either laying us off or work for next to nothing.

Madame [would) take in a dress and charge $5 for it but had to make it in one

day. ... and even half the time we dndn #&et paid (Penman/ Empey Tlpe)
The same source noted an Ipcrease in the amount of remodelling and the fact that this
type of work was often all that was available.

As discussed earier, sewers did enwrmmto exchange ‘agreements "with their

families. friends. neighbours and strangers. There are two sectors of the informal
economy about which information cannot readily be discovered - homework and home
' sewing which contributed to the family income. Information on how prevalént 8 practiﬁce
this was is difficult to discover from any source. Ora! history reveals that dressmakers
‘sewed-for therr own families as well as for customers, and those with an interest. or
talent for sewing sewed for themsetves and other family members. in some cases  the
services of the family members, such as children, v.\./ere yse’dﬂinformally to perfo'rm t.ime

consuming tasks such as beading (McManon Tape). or siblings employed in other

occupations were enlisted when extra hands were needed (Penn}gg}/,Empey Tape).

-
5.4 Type of Sewing and Skill Level

The majority of sewers labeled therr sewing actuvnty dressmakmg although

dressmaking covered a range of sewing activities and was not always the only act|v1ty

v .
advertised. by an individual. Many advertised a range of sewing activities encompassing

more than ope skill level, for example, a woman calling herself a dressmaker may have
advertised tailoring. dressmaking and plain sewing services in a single advertisement:

Dressmaking and ladies’ tailoring wanted by the day Also plain sewirg. Apply
2048 14 Street (1913/01/28 EJ).

Other terms, such as deS|gmng CUmng family sewmg remodeﬂmg alterations and
o

L
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In some cases the term seamstress was used, in a similar manner asﬁthe terms

t : y : :
dressmaking or dressmaker, in the general sense of ‘one who sews’; for example

First-class seamstress wishes Situation; fitting, taulorrng or dressmaking. Box
90 Bulletin (1908/05/ 13 EB).

The skill of the sewer oh the type of work she would do’vwas‘ indicated by the use of

other terms, for example

d seamstress who IS also a first-class
morhings at 7- G#lestock Block,
5 EJ)

Situation Vacant - Wanted Exper
jadies’ tailor. References required.
10521 Jasper Avenue West (1

or

ments to help with family sewing.
rates. Phone 31412 (1915/04/05 EJ).

&
Seamstress wishes a8 few
preferably on South Side. Mo e

Designing. cutting and flmﬁ' were actiglies advertised by dressmakers

operated successful establishmg hpver a number of years for example:

Mrs. Elverud - Edmonton Dressmaklng Studio - Phone 4721, 211 Kitchen
Block 101 Street. Empioys a staff of dressmakers who will design and make
your dresses or coats. Ten hours course in cutting and fmmg $12 or
separate lessons 1 (1828/11 /03 EB).

and

First-class dressmaking and desngnmg Work guaranteed. Reasonable prices.
Mrs. Mickleberry. 10868 93 Street. Phone 23730 (1925/ 10/02 EJi

who

"Cutting and fitting appear to have been the problems most frequently encountered by

home sewers. Some dressmakers and retanl outlets offered cutting and flmng services

h

to sewers who would then construct the garment at home. This aspect of dregsmaking

mcreased availability of women's rsady to-wear ciothing.

"wm be. discussed later in more detail in re\atnon to changing dress styles and the

Plain sewing was associated with activites such as remodellmg repanrnng ang

mending or with garments which involved basic construction such as children’s clothing

-

and undergarments. For example:

Wanted - Sewing to do at home. children’'s clothing. plain sewing and

mending a specialty. Mrs. M. E. D. 135 Queesns Avenue, Room 8 ¥

(19T0/03/03 EJ:

Situation Wanted = Any kind of plam sewing and repairing by capabie woman
'reasonable charges‘Phone 5146 (1825/02/ 26 EJ).

and { . [ i .

1 \
- Persona' - Wanted sewing and remode'ing for children Pnces reaSOnable
‘Png:me 72375 (=+93O 0520 EJ! X

W
o
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Plain :.sewing involved bésm construction skills used 16 produce simple g;rmen‘ts. ulndw"

mundane tasks suchva.s remodelling. repairing and mending.

. Sewers acquired their skills in various ways. Some lesrned sirﬁply "by dping.

others were taught by a family member, some entered apprenticeships with t_ailqrcl and

dressmakers, ;md others received formal training in a school (Reesik Tlpe McMahon

('yiiTape, Penm'an/Empeyv Tape. Keir Tape). Newspaper advertusen}gms weré placed by girls
\;vanting to learn dressmaking : A s

Situation Wanted - Position by young lady as apprentice to expéruﬁrﬁced
dressmaker, wages not expected. Apply Box 86 Journal {1907/03/22 EJ.

and by dressmakers wanting apprentices .

Situation Vacan' - Wanted - A girl to learn dressmaking. Apply to Mrs. Cook
Scona Apartments. South Edmonton (1814 04,' 25 EJ).

It was usual for an apprentice to work for the first six months without pay. however, 1f
the apprentice had already acquired the skills, the period without pay was mdch shorter
{Penman/Empey Tape!. Skills were passed on from one empioyee {o anotheb for
example, one woman experienced In fitting clothing instructed a younger coworker to to
watch what she was doing whenever Qe had an opportunity ’(McMahon Tapei. Sewing
skills could be acquired at privately operated scnuols such as the Edmonton School of
Dresscutting (1816 03/ 16 EB) the Sg‘bna Schoo! of Dressmaking 11815712/ 1 1EJ
and the Edmonton School of Domestic Science (1912/08/ 14 EJi. Public schools suyh/‘-w’
as the Edmonton Techmical School. the University of Alberta Department of Househpld
Economics and the Westminster Ladies College (1920 08/ 28 EJ taught household att
sewing and dressmaking in both day a‘nd evening classes (Kostek, 1982 Blyth & Purves
1968 Some dressmaxers écqwed therr skills 1n  apprenticeships in  England
{Penman ' Empey Tape' and in formal in-school traming n France {Keir Tape! before
immigrating to Canada ‘ ‘ /!
The frequent appearance of advernsprﬁ‘eﬂnts’ for. experienced gs_.mstants between

1911 and 1918 wggestvxhat skmea help was scarce or that empl0ygrs’were relﬁuctam 4.
to undertake tﬁe traiming of an assistant. One dressmaker made this comment about her
coworkers at thnsxor;*é Walker /

The lady that run the pia‘ce w}asﬁ'no good at 1t at all. h was Marie and | that did

the sewing She used to make some of the worst messes ... and we'd have

to fix L. We d fit it on the ?y and fix 1t. We d have to fix ut.' {McMahon

Tape o 4 ,

‘ ‘ .
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Anoth_er’g_ressmaker who employed giris to sew for her rél-ated that their work was

often

dress

poorly done and she would have to redo it (Kerr Tape). ‘
Some d,r_eésmakers were obviously highly skilled and very talanted. One
maker. a trained designer from France (1910), said:

I'd take the. measurements and ! can draw the pattern and cut the pattern out.
And | can cut the material and | wouldn even have to adjust it it would fit her
that good.... And we used to, in France, when | was taking designing. we
used to do-it-on live moliels not on dummies and, take a nice lady. you can do
beautifu! things. Take a lady with a lot of lumps on her, it's not as nice. you
see.PUt you have to make something to hide all the littie lumps and you could
do itAf you were interested in your customer and you can make her look like
a dream. | done it! (Keir Tape) ™

One observer, referring to two dressmakers respected for their work, state‘d.""

1

They were g‘ég:d at therr trade, and Edmonton women wore thieir creations
with pride. Sometimes mother and otherssent 10 England for broadcloth or
materials but they had their outfits made by these dressmakers who could
copy any picture you brought them so well that their customers knew they

were just as well dressed as their sisters in the east'(Boyd. 1982, p. 10).

The ‘simpler styles of the 1920s required less skill in fitting, however, some

ddressmakers were ablé to produce garments copied‘from ilustrations. As Ley (1875

noted

" were

so th

interv

patterns they drafted themselves. as in this example.

Other

“In magazines like The Ladies’ Home Journal. the clothes of the Paris couture
described in extreme detail, down to the ﬁ'ummmgs and back views were shown
. X R . ) 28
at a good dressmaker could copy them from the illustrations’ (p. 84). Several

lewees mentioned the dressmaker's ability 1o copy designs .of garments from

.llustrations in magazines of catalogues and from ready-made garments. Some used basiC

\

My mother had some patterns but we used to cut patterns. Sheé" had what
they used to call a drafting set ... It was all kinds of ruiers and ... some of
them shaped to go over the bust and some would fit certain hips and all
different sizes. ... She d lay it on the pattern that she was going ‘1o cut the
bustine of .. so she'd get the right bustling ... She'd cut hundreds of
patterns .... And-she d use newspaper (McMahon Tape).

-

s used purchased patterns as thg basis for-designs: - ! A)’ " .

We had to get patterns for some things. some basi¢ patterns we had so that
we could build on it. put it on a form and change it. enlarge it or make it
smaller to suit the pattern we were going to Copy {Penman/Empey Tape). e

 Regardless of the style of the garment the ability to successfully copy a garment from

an itlustration required considerable skill and experience in adapting a two-dimensional

paﬁern to the three-dimensional female form.

7

0
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5 5 Rendy to-wear and Drcssmaking : : e

Tuchscherer (1979) noted that the need to respdnd to the/demands of fashion in
theAwomeni‘s ready-to-wear industry limited the dress’tradé in its early years to
production in small shops and through the contracting systermi. Dressmiakers were still
important producers of fashaonable clothung The change to & tubular dress su|houette led
to the boom Am the ready-to-wear dress industry which occurred in the Umted States
=dur|ng the first world war. (/ o

The fact that an acceptable ready to-wear dress product was wudely avanlable by~

the early 1820s is tempered by the notion, still held by the aarlier generatlon that

- 'ready-to-wear garments were not quite fashionable enough. A%Boyd {1982) remarked In

reference to the nineteen-teens "Mother would buy a dress when she was in New York
or Toronto byt somehow she never felt quite as well turned out as when Mnss Gemmili
dressed her. It was not yet considered good taste to buy a ready-made dress” (p. 10} .

One dressmaker explained the appeal of custom-made clothmg in this way: "People hked
to come n and buy some cloth because nobody else had it. if we made it nobody else

had it .... They picked the style aro | sewed it {McMahon Tape!'. Thns advertnsemem

however, 'suggests that the ready-made garment was serious competition to be
>

 countered with offers of superior quality. uniqueness and competitive price In a custom

\
garment

Why wear Ready-Made Garments7 We can make you a superior article at

practically the same price and make it up right here in Edmonton. Select your

own cloth and style. That is the advantage of real tailoring: your own ideac

are carried oa{——NeHhe ideas of others. Speciat all-woo! tweed suiting €55

per suit. Robinson s/ Tailoring Co.. Direct Importers. Bocst Edmonton

industries. Empire B!dck at First £1818704.7/05 EJi. -
The later generauon, not raised with the practice or idea of using the services of a
dressmaker. found the purchase of ready-to-wear clothing a more familiar™and
convemem'way to obtain fashionable clothing. They may not have besen.as easily
persuaded to buy custom-made clothmg as their mothers , )

Intally . only -8 limited number of garments were available ready made, for
example, undergarments wrappers house dresses, skirts and simple blouses. Gradually.
a wider selection of garments were advertised and could be purchased. However. some

N . 3 .
garments continued to\Q‘e made by dressmakers. for example. special occasion wear

-

and evening gowns. _ -

e ==
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Consumer acceptance of ready-to-wear clothmg naturally affected the
productxon of custom made clothing. The change was partncularly evudent /p” the
women's retail clothmg business where in- house dressmaking departments gave way to-
alteration departments for ready-to-wear garments and the promotnon of dress goods ’
emphasnzed home sewing and services for the home dressmaker. For example, Fox's
S|lk and Dress Fabruc Speexalty Store on 102 Street and Jasper Avenue advertised -
“two lady cuttess will cut and fin garments for home dressmakers” (1921 /03/01 EBL.

The 'simple fashions and readny available patterns encouraged the home
dressmaker to make her 5wn clothing. By this time sewing machines were already a part
of ‘many households or could be readily purchased on an instaliment plan (Brandon.
1877). Stores such as the Hudson's Bay Company. Johnstone Walker and James
Ramsey s advertnsed free cutting services along with Butterick and Pictorial Review
pat"terns. Home Sewnng Weeks were featured by the Hudson's Bay Corpany and
Johnstone Walker (see advertusements of 1924/03/01 EJ and 1924/10/18 EJ in
Appendix D V. ~

The introduction into fashion of simpler. less constructed garments resulted in a

change in the focus of _some dressmakers. By the early 1820s there was an obwous

-

~trend foliowed by dressmakers and women s ready to-wear clothing stores alike.

toward services for the home sewdr. As early as 1816, one dressmaker claimed she

. could “teach any lady who 1s good at drawing, how to cut, fit and put together any ’

ga'mem in the fashion book In two weeks' (1816/03/ 16 EBI.

Ac noted earher, a number of private, as well as the public schools . and
individual dressmakers offered lessons and courseg in dressmakmg. Mail-order lessons
in dressmaking advertised in women's magazines' soch as The Ladies’ Home Journal,

Every Woman's. World, and Modern Priscilla. were avalable through the woman s

Institute in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Extant copies of the lesson pamphlets and the books

published by the Woman s Institute Indicate that some Alberta women used these

resources.’

Dressmakers who ~speciahized In designing introduced the conc'e‘vbt of

'ready-to\f"fmish garments. For example. in-1816, Miss Driscoll advertised

IFor' example. the Histé?ic Costume and Textile Study Coliection 83.5.2 and

83.5.3.



A new go§~n for $5 Miss Qgiscoll will design. cut and fit to your
measurements a gown ready to be finished at home b£ yourself or
seamstress. Gown will be put on girdle foundation (1816/03/25 EJ).

In 1925. Mrs. Trower revived the idea:

Mrs. Trower Dressmaker and Designer. Cuniné, fitting, ready-to-finish
$2.50. Phone 6337, 102 Adams Building (1825/04/06 EJ).

Johpstone Walker attempted a similar marketing scheme vsihereby a pattern and fabric.
cut and ready-to-finish, were availablé at the store or through the mail:
A new idea that solves the dressmaking problem and makes it possible for
even the novice to make pretty frocks like these for $1.98. These
semi-ready frocks come designed. cut and with trimmings all in one
component package. A staff of experi&ced designers and cutters has
prepared everything for you up to the time you open the package. If you live
out of town order by mail (1826:/06/03 EJi. :
Extant examples of such garments can be found in the Historic. Costume and Textile
Study Collection at the University of Alberta, for ‘example, 74.3.4 and 74.3.5. As with
the ready-to-wear dress industry. a marked change in the dress product was necessary
before ideas such as the marketing of ready-to-finish garments could be practicable and

€

successful.

‘5.6 Reseérch Methods Compared

J

5.6.1 Content Analysis

Content analysis of newspaper advertisements affords both guantitative anc
qualitative ~information on individuals who engaged in various sewing actiities in
Edmonton from 13800 to 1830. A count of individuals who advertised sewing activities
when combined with information from additional sources can provide a useful point of
comparison with census data. As well, information which is condensed in published
census records, such as the type of work situation, is available in newspaper
advertisements. For example, for purposes of the census an individual who worked out
by the day was returned as an employee but appears in the published records as a wage
garner siong with ehp!qy_ees who may have worked for a dressmaking establishment. a
drycleaner or a retailer'of women's ready-to-wear. '

Content analysis of néwspaper advertisements is most useful as an objective and .

systematic method of obtaining qualitative information about sewers and sewing
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activities. Inform?non on the location of sewers the type of work situation.. type of
sewing and the skill leve! of sewers consistently appesrs. Additional descruptnve
information such as type of garment, price of garment or service and other services
offered in conTunc'tion with or instead of sewing. Jlthough occurring less frequently,
can be obtaned from advertisements. ! |
Analysis of newspaper advertisements is limited to information on individuals
who used this means4 ;\f advertising their services. Other sources indicate that some
sewers advertised their services in the Menderson's Business Directory only or by
word-of-mouth. Newspaper advertisements do reveal the names of businesses which
| employed sewers and the names of companies which used hcfmeWorkers but do not
~reveal the name of these individuals. Information of this sort is available to a certan
extent in the Qphabéncal section of the Henderson's Busine.;s Directory and through
oral histery. As well, newspaper advertisements do not accurately reflect the marital
status of the advertiser or whether the address hsted 'lS a residential or business
address. ‘
As the identification of strengths and weaknesses of cont_enf analysis of
newspaper advertisements ndicates, the content of the advertisement is as important as
the specmc» quantitative information that can be obta_méd from them. Newspaper

advertisements are most valuable as a source of descriptive information about the

advertisers.

5.6.2 Oral History
. Ora! history proved most valuable as a source of information about sewers who
did not appe.ar in any other source; for example, dressmakers who did not advertise in
the newspapers and were not recorded in the Menderson's Business Directory. Oral
. history 1s also a source of information about women who sewed informally, for

example. made their own clothing and did sewing for their families, friends and

neighbours. Additional qQalitatnve information obtained 1n oral History often augments and
corroborates evidence from other sources.

Oral history can reveal attitudes about work in general and about work In sewing

n particular.  Attitudes toward social norms governing women's role within the
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workplace and within the family are also implicitly revealed in the gomments made:

As somé of the previous examples have indicated. oral history can provide
information about the career of an individual dressmaker and her use of her sewing skills
over the years. In some cases the transfer of sewing skills frgm one geheration to the
next can be traced with the aid of oral history (McMahon Tapel.

In addition, oral history can providé persohal information about work
arrangements. For example. one dressmaker worked with her rfi?ther in her home until
she was able to get work with the Great West Garment Company (McMahon Tape). In
another instance, the interviewee had occasionally assisted her sister in her dreésmaking

business even though she held a full-time job elsewhere {Penman/Empey Tape).
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6. Summary, Conclusions and Recommendations .

)

6.1 Summary ‘ :

The purpose of the study was to explore the use of sewing skills in both the
formal and informal economy of Edmonton during the period 1900 to 1930. The
primary ob;ectT\;e was to utiize content analysis of newspaper advertisements as a
means of obtaning quantitatve and qualitative information on sewers and sewing
activites. Sources such as published census records. the Henderson;s Business
Directory. the Edmonton Telephone Directory. and oral history interviews were used to
augment and clarify the information gained in the content a.rjal‘yS|s.-A Iistk of the names
and addresses of seamstresses. dressmakers and tailoresses was compiled along with
the sourceis) the names appeared In (fsee Appendix E). |

The specific categories of \the content agalsis were detail of location
information given the sex and maritg status of the advertuser, the type of work
situation advertised the skill level advertised. the type of sewing advertised, garment
type ano price if listed. price of the service if listed. other services advertised in

—

conjunction with sewing activities and notice of employees or other dvorkers occupied

N sewing activities.

The combination of sources gives more complete information about sewers anc
therr seyying activities than any single source. Each source has particular limitations.

Census records prior to 1911 are not specific to Edmonten. In the later census
years the categohes and_methods of reporting information differ from year 1o year
making comparisons from one census year 10 another difficult. Changes in basic
concepts affected the collection. presentation and interpretation of data. This was
particularly true of earlier records "yvhich used amt;lgu0usly defined terminology. The
terms used gave’no cledr indication.of the skili at which sewers were working. Married
women were often recorded as housewives even if gainfully occupied and no'account
of the economic role of unpaid work was made. Census 'reporting procedure
undoubtedly failed to note part-season emp!oyrﬁent" (Betke, 1881. p. 494) and time
employment. Specific problems with census data noted by Connelly (1978 were that

between decade changes were missed in national statistics. discontinuities were created

82
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by a revision of data collection areas and boundaries, and bias was introduced by the

coliectupn agency and the Whd-use of the information. Various ethnic groups are often

mlsrepresented in the statistics, and, as noted, the method of payment of enumerators

resulted in over-representation in some cases. .
The census does contain information on the number of personal clothiers
working in Edmonton and offncwlly recorded as doing so, whether they were engaged as

wage earners or owm& g&g}/ully occupied. as well as the age of sewers.

The Henderson's 8"2 Nbss Directory dom» ‘ tently list dressmakers from

one year to the next, for example. a dressmaker % rha‘ not appear one year in a
period of years although the same name appears in other sources such as newspaper
advertisements. The isting of ladies tailors 1s infrequent. The directory does, however.
hist the names of dréssmakers Who do, not appear in newspaper advertisements. The
alphabetical section of Henderson's yields useful location and em‘ploymem details.

The cost of a hsting in the business section of the Henderson's Business
D/reclo,ry‘may be the reason why the listings are limited and why some names disappea”
sporadically. The survey for the alphabetical section of the dir‘ectb'y was conducted on
a door-to-door. voluntary basis and therefore omissions were likely. 0

The primary value of the Edmomoh Telephone Directory is as an additional
source of names and addressec which correspond to telephone numbers listed in
newspaper advertisements. |

The cost of having & telephone determined who appeared in the directory anc
who had access tc telephones. One t‘elephonemumber}might represent & number of
people in a family. a boarding house, an apartment or shared business location.

Time constraints imited the search f’or archival-sources to obvious‘references
such as dressmaklhg manuals which Edmonton dressmakers rriay have used. The
probability of finding documents such as business records. invoices, letters and diaries
1s low since most were not likely képt by businesses a%‘mdividuals As noted, some
garments made by dressmakers are in collections, however documentation of garments
1s often scarce and dressmaker labels were-hot commonly used.

Newspapers are limited in that they were directed to a specific audience and had

a specific readership. Often not all issues of a given newspaper are avilable to a
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researcher. Newspapers used in this study e?icluded non-English readers from the
popuAlatlon stu’d.ed The cost .of advertising in a newspaper determined who advertised
and how often it was used. Specific types of information were missing in
advertisements. such as the sex and marital status of the advertiser, the cost of
garments. what was included in the cost of a given garment and how much was sarned

per day or per ga-ment.

A comparison of names derived from the various sources demonstrates the

o

value of the combmatnop/,Q,L"’sgar;:es,'.Some newspaper advertisements contan the
names of sewers wh’b édverused theirr services, once or'frequently. Advertisements
listing a telephone number only can be matched with a name and address. prior to 1924
using the telephone d\rictory as a cross-reference: A difterent set of names appears n
the lists from Henderébh'; Business Directory when the overlap with newspaper
advertisements s ehrhmated]. Oral history reveals not only dressmakers who. for
whatever reason adid pe%"’éalvertsse, but also hidden workers engaged in hon-market
sewing activities

Newspaper advertisements in themselves contain a wealth of qualitative
information about sewers anc sewing activities. Content analysis Is a useful method of
systematically orgamizing that information. Oral history. although limited to specific
nformatiorn abou: individual dressmakers. adds depth to details found newspape-
advertisements for example. whereas advertisements may indicate that a dressmaker
sewed by tne day - out eral history can reveal some of the reasons why she preferred
thus tyoe of work situation.

Ora! history has tne potentia. of discovering those individuals who do not appea’
in any other source. for example. homewbrkers, women and children working within the
famiiy ecfonomy and casual workekrs. Hindrances to resea~ch are the obvious hmitations
set by age and death as well as the ineffectual means of systematically reaching potentia!
interview candidates, a reluctance on the part of possible interviewees to talk to &

researcher and the feeling among these people that their history is insignificant.

s



6.2 Conclusions )

Historically. women s participation in the labour force has followed the
cyclical expansion and contraction in the employment market. More women
entered the work force during boom periods and left when jobs were scarce
{Haber. 1873 Simeral. 1978). Women were usually the first to be fired and the
last to be hur‘ed (Connelly, 1978). During periods of economic decline a greater
number of .women were more likely to engage In non-market activiies which
utihzed their availabte skills such as sewing skill

The periods when the greatest number of women were seeking some form
of employment as taloresses. dressmakers and»seamstresses were economically
unsiable years for Edmonton and the pral.rne provinces. Sew'ng skilis were utilized
by 8 number of women as a means of securing some income during these periods.
A greater number advertised ‘dressmakmg and plan sewing and more
advertsements sgppeared for remodeliing. repalr;ng and mending. Although
homework has been shown to increase during periods of economic decline, Iittie
evidence of homework 1in Edmonton was discovered and it does not appear 1o
have been & significant pat of sewing activities in the City.

Compared to cities with developed garment manufacturing industries which

employed large numbers of women. such as Toronto. Montreal and Winnipeg
Egmonton remained a city dependent upon an agriculture and natural resource
based e:ono;yA As.Fraundorf {1979 pointed out 'a woman s chance of finding a
job depended very mu;h on the mdustxrxal-occupatnonal composition of the area’ (p.
407;. Tﬁe empioymem jevel of women remained low in retation to men and the
majority of women continued 'to be émploved in service and whne-collar‘
occupations throughout the pérpod 1900 to 1G. . (see Table 2.1). Duri:xg periods
of economic dechne manufacturing cities could more readily generate a situation in
which factery—homework could flourish. In Toronto. where the clothing industry
was the most lmporsant industry in terms of women s employment. "many tailors.
talloresses and dresémakers worked at home under sweated conditions associatec

with subcontracting’ (Piva. 1878 éwﬁ'w 18/, The fact that more women in Edmonton

v
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undertook sewing activities during periods of economic instability indicates that

other more desrrable jobs were not available. It is hikely that s greater number of
womaen engaged in some form of informai non-mark et activity at such times even
though the information sources do not include this sector of the economy.

The estimated number of sewers for the years 1910, 1920 and 1930 (see
Table 4 51 shows the highest numper of talloresses and dressmakers in 1920 and a
considerable dechine in numbers by 1930. The numbers of seamstresses rose
steadlly eact decade tc reach the gQreatest number in 18930 Considering the
newspaper data alone for the period the number of taloresses and dressmakers
was highest during the years 1913 to 1916 and again in the ea’ly twenties The
numpe- of sewers engagec n plain sewing was high in the early and late
nineteen-teens and into the early twentes All of the sewing occupations employed
declmmé numbers throughout the twentes

Economic changes begun before the First World War emerged agan n the
19205 to create numerous jobs for women 1n clarical and serwvice industry sectors
of the Canadar economy (Phiips &  Phillips 1983,. According to
Ramkhalawansingh 1974, the need for workers 1o fiH nev. occupations forced the
governmen: tc active'y Promcle a change n attitude towards single working
womer (o, 289. This work was available and more desrrable than work In
manufacturing because 1t was not subject to seasonal fiuctuations i demand for a
product 1t was not! physically taxing work and working conditions were better
Additional reasons ‘or the declhine in employment of women in sewing o0cCupations
were the increased development of the ready-to-we@ar garment industry during the
19205 anc increased consumer acceptance of ready-to-wear clothing A new
gene-ation of upper- and middie-clace women purchased ready-madge clothing from
reta oujlet& ratner than having 1t custom-made. Even though some women still felt
that reay-to-wear clothing was not quite fashionable they »purchas‘ed 11 nonetheless
(Bovd 1982;. As aresult the dressmaker s chentele dwindied. The reay-to-wear
clothing 1Industry also made avalable a greater variety of cheaper ciothing 1o

workino-class women.
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The success of ready-to-wear women s clothing and the gradual widening
of the job market for women led 1o an overall decline in the employment level of
taloresses, dressmakers and seamstresses. Fewer numbers were engaged in any
type of sewing activity reiated to a custom dress product. A similar dechine in the
employment level of taloresses. dressmakers a:g seamstresses occurred at an
earlier date n Toronto (Piva 1979)-and in Denver and Fort Coliins, Colorado
(Trautman 1979, More Edmonton dressmakers worked On the alteration of
ready-to-wea garments and some changed fhenr emphasis to aressmaking lessons
and services for the home sewer

The overali decrease in the numbers of taloresses and dressmakers and the
ncrease in the number of seamstresses during the period point 1o a decline in the
skill level of those engaged in sewing actvities. Census figures indicate an increase
'n the employment level in factory production of clothing ‘a trend which
contributed to the lowering of the skill level of sewers in general.

Dressmaking and seamsterring were almost solely women s occupations
wﬁereas taloring was an occupation tor both males and females Tailoring
gradually became an occupalion dominated by males with eventually fewer women
employed by taloring companies and fev. 1f any females being traned in 1a107ing
Dressmaking and seamsterring were temporary occupations worked by the day at
home or out There was fiexility in the work situatior but also insecurity Simiar
conclusions were drawn by Trautman (18789; regarding the work of persond
clothiers in Colorade from 1880 to 182C.

Most advertisers spectfied the type of work situation as by the day - out
and o- at home. and work in a taloring and/ or dressmaking estabhshm.ent Work
by the week. hour or the piece. work at home only, work for a drycleane” anc
work for retall was occasionally advertised. By the later ha!f of the period studiec
a greater number of sewers worked In retail outlets doing alteration work on
readyﬁo-wear garments.

A greater number of taloresses and seamstresses were in the younger age

bracket of 15 to 24 whereas dressmakers fell primarily into the 25 to 48 age
-
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bracnet Dressmaking was an occupation which could be carried on into old sQe
while taloring and seamsterring were not Seamstresses and some of the
taloresses may have been apprentices or learnars and so werg younger than

dressmake s who had already spent time acquiring the skils

6.3 Racofnmandations

1

I oY

n

.
An expansion of this study from the 29-day sample té) a compiete analysis of éach
day of selected years may yield more information on the use of sewing skills in the
informa’ and forma! economy of Edmonton from 1900 to 18930 The pilot study
(St~ 1952 congucted for the current research covered five year periods
peanang w it 1905 The vears selectecd for further study could fall witnin pertods
whe' the economy of Edmgnton was known to have been unstable for example
during the vears of World War 1 and the early 1920s
An expansion of ths stud, 1o incilude a content analysis of non-English ianguage
nev. spape’s such as Unramian and French language pape-s would provide more
complete informat.on about sewers in Edmonton from 1900 tc 193C
A~ expanson of the ora histor . research to include members of the non-Engiish
spea~ing  popuaiatcn for  example Unraimian  ang  French w.Oula  provide
representative mformation about 6tner etnnic groups i the City A COMpa ison of
the use CF sesning sailis petwee: groups may reveal interestng Simuanities and
g*ferences
fn extensior of the content analysis of newspaper adve-tisements ntc the 18930s
may reveai more nnf‘ormatuon on time-related questions For exampie was the"e a
continued trend toward the remodeiling of clothing and an empnasis on home
sewing’
An extension of the conten! analysis of newspaper advertusements in the
Edmontor Bullet:n and the Strathcona FPlaindealer tc inCiuoe the yea's from
1880 tc 1900 may provide usefu! comparative informaton Combtr\e'&a‘~ with the
¢
information about later years for example the 1930s. more complete evidence of

e
change in tne use of sewing skilis over ume may be revealec
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Selected names of individual tailoresses. -ladies’ tailors, dressmakers and

seamstresses obtained from this study would provide a useful starting point for

continued research. For example, dressmakers known 1o have' been in business for
. . P _

a number of years may have been more likely to generate evidence of ther

-

activities than would someone who advertised her sewing services only once. .

'lndnwduals or their families could perhaps be traced and Iocated for 6ral histories

or potential holdings %f artifacts.
An expansion of this study to include mapping of dressmakers within Edmonton

from 1900 to 1930 would provide useful information on the change over time in

the geogr'aphic concentration of sewers and the response to urban development.

location?
]

The mapping of locatnons comblned with research on the sewing activities of
ethnic groups ma; un“over mterestmg patterns in the use of sewing skills. For

example, did dressmakers sew within or outsnde_ their ethnic group and geographic

A further analysis of the alphabetical section of the” Henderson's Business

Directory would provide specific information. For example, the names of
: Y '

talloresses. dressmakers and seamstresses Swhether they worked on their own or

as an employee. and the residential and business addresses. are details available in

this §‘éctuoh. Although a time consuming task, the analysis may be justified by the

fact that the information gained is not as readily available in other sources.

Continued research of archival sources is needed including: records of partnership
: .

registration, Edmonton School Board and: Department of Education rfecords.

photographs of streetscapes. defunct company records, invoices, bills, contract%\A

fiyers. diaries and letters. Dressmakers who gave dressmaking lessons may have

' used*notebookzs for Iesson plans or sketches; thgse are also possible sources.

4,

An in- depth study of large busmesses in operatrcfr’w for a’ number of years, for

example, the Forbea—Taylor Company may provide details not uncovered by this -

content " analysis, F F@r example. information about the operatuon of a large
establishment. the assignment - of tasks and the the process of garment

manufacture used may exist in archival form.

>
54
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A co('{tmued search for information on comps‘mes advertising for homeworlgers
for example the National Manufacturung Company of Montreal may provude detans'
of the company s interaction wuh sewers in Edmonton and a better es;omate of

-
homeworkers than was possible in the current stu'cy.

;
K

The‘}%tudy of the informal exchange of sewing skills may be expand‘éd by further
oral history research. Other sources. such as diaries.and letters ;n'ay also provide’

P

information on informa! sewing activities.

Repllcatnon of this study for other cities. such as Calgary. womd prov»de a usefu!
pomnt o\f comparison wnthm the region. Comparison W|th older larger and more
mdusmahzed cmes such as Toronto and Montreal would provide assistance in
interpreting the studies which have a|ready been carrled out for these locations.

An expansion of the analysis of the data obtained from a content analysis of

newpaper advertisements with specific emphasis on the date of the advertisements

may provide aaditional ntormation. It may"/ be possible to determine f . the

adverusing followed seasonal trends in the dressmaking business and what type of

N . / ;
-advertnsemems did nc: foliow' the seasonal flux. for example. advertisement of

remodellmo ang alteranow work. //Y ,

An expansion of -the content a'\alyms of newspaper advertisements to a Jéta|led
semantic analysis may reveal uge/fui information about the terminology used 1o
designate specific sewing BCtI/\/li/t|eS, for example, plain sewing or family sewing.
The con}uh:uon and )uxtapos/éhon,‘of words may clarify the terminology and may
describe trends in the communication content.

The application of the research method of content analysts to advertisements for
rgady-to-wear clothing may provide useful information about the interface of
ready-to-wear . with custom clothing. Such a study may show changes 'h

terminology and communication content related to a change in consumer attitudes

to the custom product and to'ready-to-wear clothing.

Research of other sources of clothing, for example. second-hand clothing stores.

is-needed. Newspaper advertisements are a possible source of nformation.

Research of the role of males in tailotring. especially taitors who made women s

_clothing. is needed. The research would provide useful comparative mformatior
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elated to females, in sewing occupatnons
18. ﬁesearch of other Iabcukr mtens:ve occupations dominated by males. for example.
{ barbermg masonry and c\ ‘ pentry is needed to provide comparative information to
| studies of' female-domin ted occupations such as domestic service. teaching.
i nursing and dressmaking. - V !

20\ ‘A search of coliections for garments. made by tailoresses, ladies’ tailors.

dressmakers and sea 'stresses is needed. The construction of garments known to

\have been custom- 'de could be studied in order to assess the skili level of

sewers in Edmémon In addntnon exnstmg garments could give an indication of what

dressmakers were, ectualiy makmg \\

21. Museums and aréhwes should be encouraged to” mclude questions about;
dressmaking whe/n mformatnon is, ‘being gathered from ~donors ‘(see. the
questlonnauras n Appendlx Bi. By havmg a set of questions ready collectmg,
agencies may obtam more, mformatmn about custom-made garmems or may -
encourage the donation. of related artifacts.

22. Museums. archaves‘a'nd local hustory societes should bé encouraged to conduc't
more oral history Many -peeple are pyot.entxal interview candidates and all
poselbilmes shOuId‘be considered. Specific question sets can be developed to
generate the desired information. See the questionnarres in Appendix B for
examples. N}@ﬁ___ |

23. Museums should be encouraged t& collect the tools of dressmakers. drafting
manuals. non-commercual patterns and ready-to-finish garments. If collectors were
aware for example. that some dressmakers made their own patterns they may be
alerted 1o look for patterns drawn on news'prim or otherfmaterials.

24:. Living history museums should be encouraged to represent small entrepreneurs.
such as dressmakers. in their installations. As this study has shown, small

businesses and less formal activities such as dressmaking by the day may have

been a significant part of the life of the community.
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Coding Rules for Newspaper Advertisements & Oral Histories

1C.

-

Enter the source of information, for example.. Edmonton Journal, Strathcona

Plaindeale. , oral history.

If available, enter the name of the advertiser or interviewee with the surname first
and given name and nitials last. If no name is given leave the space blank. Left
justify with blanks. '

If available, enter the address as given in the advertisement. if no address is given
leave the space blank. Left justify with blanks. When two addresses are gwen In an
advertisement. for example a dressmaker is advertising a change ofaddress. two
separate entries must be made. 5

: ' : 5
Enter the datc of the advertisement as three separate variables, each consisting of
two digits, for the year. the month and the day. Enter "99 as a missing value. in
the case of an ora! history, where a range of years is given, a separate emtry IS
made for each yea~ of th period.of years noted, for example. if a dressmaker
worked from 1915 to 1920 an entry would be recorded for sach year.of the
six-year period. : '

Enter the page number of the page on which the advertisgment appears, a single
digit page number should be entered with two digits, for example. O1. Missing
values are coded (89:. A missing issue or page of a newspaper 1s coded (88). a
Sunday 1s coded (77) and. it no new advertisements appear for the day sampled,
(66) 1s coded. I : ‘

Enter the section of the newspaper /i iwhich the advertisement appears. The
section must be specifically labeled. for example. as Classified - Situations Vacant
or Classified - Personal in order to code that corresponding value. Any information
that does not fall into any of the labeled categories is coded as “other” and-the
advertisement 1s photocopied. A missing value is coded as (9.

Ente- sex ac “female’ or 'male’ only -if it 1s specified by a title such as "Miss’
"Mrs. "Madame = or ‘M. If a name is given without a titie code (3' for
indeterminate. Otherwise. code (S: for a missing value.

When marital status is specified as ‘Miss’ it is coded (1). if specified as "Mrs.” or
“Madame' code (2). For "Mr.", since marital status cannot be determined, code (3
for indeterminate. If marital .status is not thus indicated code 9 for a missing
value. ¢

L . . g , .

Location information is' coded according to the completeness of the information.
"Box number” usually refers to an anonymous newspaper box number; however. 2
Post Office box number would be considered as a full address “and would be

‘coded (2). If no address is given code (9) for a missing value.

i

For the variable. Level of Skill. the types of sewing are ranked according to the
skill required by the sewer; for example. to design and execute a ‘garment required



11

12.

13.

15.

16.

17.

114

" more skill than to make a garmgnt from a commercial pattern as some dressmakers
tnay have done. Therefore. if tailoring. - dressmaking, and plain sewing are all
indicated in the same advertisement the variable would be coded for tailoring or
(03). 1f "sewing” only is. listed code as "plain sewing”; "children’'s sewing” is coded
‘as."plain sewing". Types of .sewing not included in the list are coded as (10} for

other. Missing values are coded (99).

-
'

For the variables Type of Sewing I Il and Wi each category listed in the
advertisement is coded. If fewer than three types of sewing are indicated enter (8)
in the remaining spaces and (9) for missing data.

- ] s

Type of Work Situation is coded as specified in the advertisement or oral hustory.
If a combination of work situations is indicated. for example. work by the hour -
home or out. work by the day, - home or out. the combination 1s coded separately
as (12) or (11) respectively. If an advertisement or oral history says "work by the
day’ or 'work by the hour’ enter the code for the combination . A missing value 1s
coded (99 1f an addrecc is given but there is no indication that it is a residential or
business address enter 8! for indeterminate.

The type of garment is entered as isted in the advertisement or,oral history; up to

four values can be coded for this variable. In order to code "tailored garment” the
word tailored. should appear with the exception of suits which will be considered
as tailored garments. Similarly, evening wear or gowns and gentieman’s clothing.
must be specnhcan'y named as sucn’in the advertisement or oral history. In order to
code "all kinds' the advertisement or oral history should say 'all kinds.” “any kind.’
or ‘any description’ or a3 synonymous term. Any information that does not fall intc
the designatec cafegories 1s coded as “other’ or (12} Missing values 0wt no
information 1s given or if fewer than four values are given) are coded (89,

[

Enter the price of the ga-ment guoted In the advertisement. The entry 15 rignt
justified and & decimal point 1s entered, for example, $1.00 would bé enterec as
01.00. Up to eight garment typ&s may be entered for price. Missing values, if no
information is giver or if less'then four values are given, are coded in each
column. The firs: value recorded should correspond to the first garment type
recorded for the type of garmen: variable. the order of prices recorded shouic
correspond directly with the orde- of type of garment recordec.

Enter the price charged per day as quoted in the advertisement. The entry 1s right
justified and a decimal point 1s -entered. Missing values are coded {9) in each
column.

Enter the price charged per hour as quoted in the advertisement. The entry 1s right
justified and a decimal point is entered. Missing values are coded (9r in eacl
column. : « .

-~

Enter the codes for the other services offered in conjunction with sewing
services. up to three responses can be coded. For information that does not fit
the categories indicated code as “other’ and specify the other service in the

~ remaining space on the coding sheet. Missing values are coded (99



- 1%

*18. Enter the code for the oth
Enter (9 if no other workers are specified. Note the pos

can be coded.

er worker specified. for example, apprentice, improver.
sible combinations that
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Coding Sheet for Newspaper and Oral History Data

Variable
ID Number
Record Number

information Type

Source

Name

Address

Telephone Numde-

Year
Month
-
B
Day &%
Page

Newspaper section

Value
4 -columns
one column

1 Newspaper
2 Supplementary

1 Edmonton Journa!

2 Edmonton Bulletn

3 Strathcona Plaindea -
4 Oral History

24 columns
enter name in full
blanks for missing values

. 26 columns

enter address tn full
blanks fer missing vaiues

5 columns
number in full right justfy

YY
MV
DD

actual number entered

Q9 entered for missing value
88 entered for a missing is.ue
77 entered for Sunday

66 entered for no new ads

—

01 With news item

Q2 Classified - Personal

03 Classified - Situations Vacant
04 Classified - Situations Wanted
0% Classified - Business Cards
06 Classified - Dressmaking

07 Classified - Misc. Wants



Sex

Marital Status

Location Information

Leve! of Sewing Skil.

V-Type of Sewing |
~ Type of Sewing i
Type of Sewing lli

Type of Work Situation

08 Classified - Business Chances

09 Classified - Ladies’ Tailor
10 Woman's Page

11 Too Late to Classify

99 Missing Value

1 Femaie

2 Mate
3 Indeterminate
9 Missing value

1 Single

2 Married

3 Widow/er

4 |ndetermiinate
9 Missing value

1 Address and phone number
2 Address only

3 Phone number only

4 Box number only

5 Other T g
8 Missing value

01 Designing

02 Cutting

03 Tailoring

04 Dressmaking

0% Family Sewing

06 Remodelling

07 Alterations

08 Plain sewing/seamstressing
10 Dressmaking Lessons
11 Other

938 Missing value

Code a value listed under
Level of Sewing Skill

Code a value histed under
Leve! of Sewing Shill

Code a value listed under
Level of Sewing Skill

01 Tailoring establishroent

02 Dressmaking establishment

03 Work by the day - at home
04 Work by the day - out

117



Type of Garment

Price chargea per garment

Price charged per day,

-

05 Work by the hour - home
06 Work by the hour - out
07 Work at home .

08 Work for s retail store
09 Work for drycleaner

10 Homework for manufacturer
11 both #3 and 4

12 both #5 and 6

13 #2 to 4 inclusive

14 both #4 and 7

15 #3 to 6 inclusive

16 both #2 and #4

17 both #4 and #6

18 by the week - out

19 both #4 and #18

20 both #1 and #2

21 both #7 and Afternoons
22 both #1171 and #18

23 both #7 and #18

24 #3, #4 and #77 together
2% both #11 and #77

77 Other

938 Missing value

88 Indeterminate

01 Tailored garment

02 Outer garments

03 Evening wear / gowns
04 Dresses/ frocks

05 Blouses/waists

06 Skirts

07 Underclothing

08 Infants /children’s ctothing
09 Gentleman’'s garments
10 All kinds

12 Other

13 Ready-to-wear

89 Missing value

List the actual price.
Eight garment variables
1 Suit

2 Coat

3 Fancy dress

4 Plain dress/House dress
5 Skirt

6 Fancy waist/blouse
7 Plain waist/blouse

8 Children s clothing

9 Missing value

5 columns
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Price charged per hour

Other Services

Other Workers

118

Record actual price

5 columns
Record actual price

01 Fabrics/notions

02 Mending/ darning

03 Needlework / fancy work
04 Millinery

05 Drycleaning/ laundry

06 Childcare .

07 Photographic retouching
08 Music lessons

10 Furs altered/repaired

11 Housework / cooking .
12 Other language

13 importing

14 both #5 and #11

15 both #2 and #3

16 both #2 and . #5

17 both #3 and #4

18 #3, #5 and # 10 together

19 both #11 ahd 488

20 both #2 and #1:1
21 both #2 and #6
22 #6, #11 and #12 together
23 both #3 and #88
24 both #3 and #5
25 both #11 and #12
26 both #2 and #4
27 both #2 and #88
28 both #3 and #11
29 both #5 and #10
88 Other

89 Missing value

01 Apprentice

02 Improver

03 Hand/ maker

04 Helper/assistant -

05 Finisher

06 Draper

07 Dressmaker

08 Tailoress/Ladies” Tailor
09 Seamstress -
10 both #1 and 2

11 both #3 and 4

12 both #5 and 6

13 both #1 and 7

14 #1,3 and 4 together
15 both #1 and #4

16 both #1 and #8

17 both #4 and #5
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18 both #1 and #3

19 both #4 and #7

20 both #2 and #3

21 both #3 and #8

22 both #2 and #5

23 both #1 and #5

24 both #7 and #8.

25 .both #3 and #5

26 #1, #5 and #8 together
27 both #2 and #4

28 both #5 and #8

29 poth #4 and #8

30 both #5 and #88

31 #4. #7 and #8 together
32 both #5 and #7

33 both #8 and #9

34 both #1 and £#9

35 both #7 and 888

‘B8 Indeterminate

99 Missing value
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Coding Rules for Henderson's and the Edmonton Telephone Directory
1. Enter the source of information.

2 Enter the date of the advertisement as three separate variables , each consisting of
two digits. for the year, the month and the day. Enter (99) as a missing value. As’
with oral history data. if a range of years is given in the information” source, an
entry should be made for each year of the period noted.

/
/

3 Enter the name of the sewer m full beginning with the surname and followihg with
the given name and initials, for example, Mrs. 1. E. English wouid be coded as
EnglishlE. Left justify the entry with blanks. If no name is given leave blank.

Enter the address n full recording both numbers and alphanumerics in a string. Left
justify the entry using blanks. If no address is given leave blank.

s

om

Enter sex as female or male only if specified as such by a title. Enter {(3) if sex 1s
indeterminate, for example. a name is given without a title. Enter (9, for a missing
value.

(3] Ente- marital status as indicated by title for female: since marita! status cannot be
determined from the title "Mr. enter (3: for indeterminate. Enter (S for a missing
value.

t

7 Location information is coded according to the completeness of the information. A
Post Office box number 1s coded (2} whereas a newspaper box number s coded
(4:. Missing values are coded (9.

8. The type of sewing as indicated by the value labels should be specified in the
' source material. specified coas for a missing value (S-. -

Coding Sheet for Henderson's and the Edmonton Telephone Directory

Variabie Value

1D Number 4 columns
Record Number - ~one column
Information Type 1 Newspaper

2 Supplementary

Source ‘ 1 Henderson's
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2 Telephone Directory

Year YY A *
Month . ' MM

Day ' DD

Name 24 columns

enter name in ftull

Address 26 columns
enter address in full

Telephone £ columns
Sex 1 Female
2 Maie

3 indeterminate
9 Missing value

Marital Status 1 Single
2 Married
3 Widow /er
4 indeterminate
9 Missing value

Location Information 1 Address and Phone Numbe-
: 2 Address only
3 Phone Number only
4 Box Number
9 Missing value

Type ¢t Sewing 01 Tailoress/Ladies Tailor
_ 02 Apprentice Talloress

03 Dressmaker

04 Apprentice Dressmaker

05 Seamstress

06 Other Clothing Maker

Q7 both #1 and #3

08 Designer

08 Missing Value

10 both #3 and #5



Questionnaire 1
Questionnaire 2.
Questionnaire 3.
Questionnare 4

Questionnarre 5

Appendix B

Dressmaker sewing for herself and family

Dressmaker working in/ out of her home or in a shop
Employee working in dressmaking shop or ready-to-wear store
Employee of a garment manutfacturer

individuals using services of a dressmaker or tailoress

123
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DRESSMAKING QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 1

(Dressmaker sewing for herself and family)

-

intervien Date
Interviewer
Interviewee
Name

Address

Teiephone
Biographica’ Data

1. Where were you born?

N

When were you born?
3 I no* bo-rn in Edmonton wher did,you come 1o Edmonton?

Parenis names

I

a Father
b Mothe-

Occupation of Fatner

m

& ccupation cf Mothe-

~J

Husbanz

a Name

b. Occupaten™

8  When were you married?

9. How many vears have you hved in Edmonton’

10. When did you begin dressmaking’

11. How did you acquire your dressmakmg/skulls7

a. Nature of the training (how taught.skilis taught:”

b. Length of traming period?

c Whenr was training undertaken”’
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13.

15.

16.

17.

d Where was: training undertaken?

e Who was the teacher?

f  What texts were used’

o) Was other training included 1.e Business traning?

h What was the first job you could obtain with this training?

in what ways have you used your dressmaking skalls?

If dressmaking skills were used to sew for yourself ang your family
a. Who did you sew for?

b What was made’

c Was sewing done on a regular basis or seasonally’

d How long did you continue to sew for the famuty ?

e. Did you sew for aﬁyone else besides family members?
f. Dressmaking methods used

g. commercial patterns

h  indwidually draftec patterns

i no pattern used

|4 pattern drafting was done

a method used ;

b tools used

c was & specia d-a‘ting system usec’

d hgw long v.ouid it take tc draft an average pattern’

€ wha® types ot garments was patte’n drafung most ofter usec for
Was draping used in dressmaking’

a3 Was a standard dress form used or was a3 form mage”

b. How often. and for what type of garments was draping used?
c. How long would 1t take to drape the average garment?

What methad of garment fitting was used”’

a with the tissue pattern before cutting

b. in fab-ic while the garment i1s being sewn

What was your source of fashion information?
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b

c

magarnnes
catalogues

ready-to-wear styles seen in retail outiets

%

What was your source of materials?
y

a

.

Avarabihty of patterns fabrics tnims notions etc ?
Selection avalable?

Quality and cost’

Wac anything pa-ucularty dif ficult tomoqbtam?

[

Which fabrics were commonly used’

Dhg the materials avalable nfiuence the type ©f garment maae )

¥ g2 1n what wavs
. )

Did certain fabrics require specia techniques’

It s

o explai~ the technigues

Did fashion change affect the techniques used’”

n your experence Nov. much w
Do you have any pholog

Do you have any

were gressmaning’

Dc

you have any wrntlen recoras 1€ diary notes wnich refer

aressmaning’ .

rapms 0f you al tne time you we'e gressmaking’

126

‘ork was done by macmne anc how Mulh Dy nang ™
examples of patte'ns or garments you made duTing the time you

1o your



DRESSMAKING QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 2

{Dressmaker workiﬁg in/out of her home or in a shop)

Interview Date

Interviewer

Interviewee

Nabe, _

Addréss

Telephone

Biographica! Data

1.

2
3
4

o o

~4

10.

"

Where were you born?
When were you born? 0

If not born in Edmonton. ‘when did you come to Edmonton?

Parents names

" a. Father .

b. Mother
Occupation of Fatner
Occupation éf Mothe'r
Husbanc

a. Name

b.  Occupation

When were you married?

e

How many years have you lnve4cl‘j in Edmonton?

When did on begin dressmaki{}i‘gﬁ

How did you acquire your dregsma‘king skills?

a.  Nature of the training (how taught.skills taught)?

b.  Length of training period?

c. When was training undertaken?

127
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13.

14.

16.

17.

" customers?

- tasks

. 128

d.  Wnere was training dndertaken?

e. Wno was the teacher?

f.  What texts were used?

g. Was other training included i.e. Business training?

h. Wha‘t was the first job you could obtain with this training?
In what ways have you used your dressmaking skilis?

Digd you operate your business in'2 shop. in y& home. or in the homes of your

(.

’

Information on each type of dressmaking establishment:

a. Location : ‘ N
b.  When was the business started?

c. How long was the business operated?

d. How easy or difficult was it to start a dressmaking business?

3

- cap:tal necessary
- equipment necess:ary
- Where was equtpmen’t purchased?
- haow was a clientele developed?
Were othe- people employed in the business?

~

- number of employees
:
number of nours w(orked per day. days per week. and months per year
average age of employees
- how long did an employee usually remain with the establishment
. nameé and marstal status {if possible: 3

How closely was fashion follovyed by the average chent?

What was your source of materials? .

4

a. Availability of patterns, fabrics. trims, notions. etc.?
b.  Seiection available? c :
c.  Quahty and cost?

d. Was anything partlcularw d:fficult to obtamn?
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19

20.
2

22.

23.

25.

1.

26

[)S]
~4
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e. Which fabrics were commonly used?
f. Ddthe materials available influence the type ‘of garment made?
If so. in w}\at ways?
Did certain fabrics réquire special techniques?
If so, explan the techriques.
Did fashion cha;wge affect the techniques used?
in your experience. how much work was done by machine énd how much by hahd7
How did you solicit customers?
- word-of-mouth
- newspaper adx?érttsémen.t I :
- advertfsemem in retail store selling dry goo‘d's/ready-to-wear
If you were plénning an advertisement for your dressmaking service. what would
this type of dressmaking be ;:alled7
_ by the hour ) | - —
- By the day. In | .\
- by the day, out
How did the dressmakung business change over the time you _w'efe—i;;olved nit?
When dnd':;iou stop dressmaking as paid employment?
Do ybu have any photographs of you at the time you were dressmaking?
Do you have any examples of patterns or garments you made during the time you
wére dressmaking?

Do vyou® have any, written records i.e. diar notes which refer to your
you', Y y
. w .

dressmaking?

LY
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DRESSMAKING QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 3

{Employee working in dressmaking shop or ready-to-wear store}

interview Date

Interviewe”

interviewee

Name

Address

Telephone

Bnographscai‘ Data

1.

2
3.

10.

1.

Parents’ names

Where were you born?
*

When were you born”

If not born in Edmopion. when did you come 10 Edmonton?

a. .. Father

/{'54 ’,

b. Mother
Occupation of Father

Occupatior of Mothe-

Husband .
2. Name 4
b.  Occupation - *

When were you married?

How many years have you hived in Edmonton?

When did you begin d‘ressmakmgf

How did you acquire your dressmakihg skills?

a.  Nature of the training (how taught, skills taught'?
b. Length of traning period?

C. When was training undertaken?



12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22.
23.

24.
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d. Where was training undertakén7
e. Wh5 was the teacher?
f.  What texts were used?
g.  Was other training included i.e. Business training?
h. What‘was the first job you could ob.tam with this traning?
In what ways have you used your dressmaking skills? -
Who did you work for? |
What was the location of the business? P
When did you begin work there and in what capacity did you start?
What type of work did you do? ‘
Did this job have a specific titie? If so. what was the titte?
How long dnd you work at this position? *
Did you progress to more skilled'work over time?
How were you pad?
How many hours did you work per week? per month? per year?
How many other employees were there?
What steps were usually taken from the tme a garment was requested by a chent
and the time 1t was finished? Could you oﬁthne these steps’
Nature of the business
a. Seasona!
b. Type of client
- . degree of fashion interest
- number of garments had made per year
- type of.garmem usually hac made
- age range
o Number of chents

d. ere most clients of the same economic or social position?

25. Type/of dressmaking most often done

- plain sewing

- plain dressmaking
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27.
28.
20,
30.
31.
32.

34.

36.

37.

38.
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- fancy dressmaking

- talloring -

Type of garments made:

- Which type of garments were most often made?

- Did you have any particular area of specialization?

How were prices set?

What was the average cost of a garment?

What s the average number of clients you would have in a year?

What is the average number of garments made in ayear? - .

What was the approximate annual income for a.year?

How much direct competition was there and what did you do to compete7

Did you advertuse7

- How often?

- What type of adve;t|51ng did you do?

- How effective do you think it was?

Did you employ other people in your busmes'.s? 1f so. how many and in what
capacity? . -

How did the dressmaking business change over the time you were involved In it?

Dressmaking methods used

a. commerciat patterns
b. indivigually drafted patterns .
c. no pattern used

If pattern drafting was done

a. method usec

b. tools used

c. was aspecial drafting system used? ’

d.  how long would it take to draft an average pattern?

e what.btypes of garfnents was pattern drafting most often used for?

Was draping used in dressmaking?

a. Was a standard dress form used or was a form mage’ AR



3g.

40.

a1,

42.
43.

44.

45,

46.

48.

49.

-
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s .
\

b, How often. and for what type of garments, was draping used? ™

)
c. How loQg would it take to drape the average garment?
What method of garment fitting was used? : \(\
a. ~ with the tissue pattern before cutting % N {

b. in fabric while the garment is being sewn

What was your source of tashion information?

a. magazines ‘

b.  catalogues

¢~ ready-to-wear styles seen in retail outlets

What was your source of materials?

a. Availabihty of patterns, fabrics,‘ trims, notions, etc.? '

b. = Selection available? .

c. Quality and cost?

d.  Was anything particularly difficult to obtain?

e.  Which fabrics were commonly used?

f. Did the materials available influence the typé of garment made’
I 0. in What ways”?

Did certan fabrics requure special techniques?

if so. explain tr;e techniques.

Did fashion change affect the techniques used?

In you' experience how much work was dofie by machine anc how much by hand?

Wha: was considered an acceptable standard of quality in garment constructuon

- amount of handwork ‘

- amount and type of detailing

- ”quallty of materials used

When did you leave this employment? Why?

Do you have any photographs of‘you at the time you were dressmaking?

Do you have any examples of patterns or garments you made during the ttme you

were dressmaking?

Do you have any written records tLe. diary. notes which refer tc your



dressmaking?
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DRESSMAKING QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 4

(Employee of a garment manufacturer)

Interview Date b

Intervievver

Interviewee

Name

Address.

Telephone

Brographical Data

1.

2.

10.

11

Where were you born?

When were you born?

I not born in Edmonton, when did you come 10 Edmonton?
Parents names

a. Father . .
b.  Mother

Occupation of Father

Occupation of Mother

Husbhand

a. Name

b.  Occupation

When weré you married? .

How many years have you lived in Edmom\cm7

When did you begin dressmaking?

How did you acquire your dressmaking skills?

a. Nature of the training (how taught.skills taughtﬁ‘
b.  Length of training period?

¢ When was training undertaken?

135
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,

22.

25.

136

d. Where was training undertaken?

e. Who was the teacher?

f. What texts were used?

g Was other training included i.e. Business training”?

h. What was the first job you could obtain with this training?

In what ways have you used your dressmaking skills?

Where did you do the work, in your home or at the manufacturer's location?
Wha* was the address, if different than the present one?

Name and location of the manufacturer worked for?

when did you begin working for this company?

What type of work did you do?

Did this job have a specific titie? If so. what was its titie?

How Ionvg did you work at this position?

Did you progress to more skilled work?

Was there room for advancement from one job to another within the business?
What was the nature of the work?

- piecework

- {oté: garment sewn by'same sewer

- tyfpe of garments sewn

- number of typés of ga~ments sewn

How many hours did you work per day? days per week? months pe- year’
How. was the wage determined’

What was the wage and did the wage change over time?

What were the working conditions like?

How long did you work at this job? |

Dressmaking methods used

a. commercial patterns

b. individually drafted patterns

c. no pattern used

If pattern drafting was done



30.

32

33.
34.

35.
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a. method used

b. - tools used

c. was a special drafting system used?

d how long would it take to draft an average pattern?

e. what types of garments was pattern drafting most often used for?
Was draping used in dressmaking? |

a Was a standard dress form used or was a form made?

b. How often and for what type of garments, was draping used?

L:, How long would it take to drape the average garment?

What method of garment fiting was used?

a.  with the tissue pattern before cutting

b. in fabric while the garment 1s being sewn

What was your source of fashion information?

a. magazines

b. catalogues . ¢

c. ready-to-wear styles seen in retail outiets

Do you have any photographs of you at the time you were dressmaking’?
Do you have any examples of patterns or garment§ you made during the time you

were dressmaking?

.Dc you have any written records ti.e. diary. mgtes which refer to your

dressmaking?
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DRESSMAKING QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER 5

{Individuals using the services of a dressmaker or taloress)

interview Date

Interviewer

Interviewee
Name

Address

Telephone
Biographical Data
1. Where were you born?
2. When were you born? i
3 if not born In E’dmomon when gid you come 10 Edmonton?
4. Parents Names

a. Fatner

b Mother

[62]

Occupation of Father

" QOccupat o ¢ Sother

o o

wWher we-¢ 1 oo maTred’

©

Husband

a. Name

b. Occupation

g How many years have you lhived in Edmonton?

10. Address in Edmonton if different from present address.

11. When did you use the services of a seamstress. dressmaker Or taror /ess’?
12 Name or names of individual seamstresses, dressmakers or tailor esses whose

services you used.
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Did you go to the dressmaker s home of place of business or did the dressmaker

come to your home’ Was there a specific term used tor the type of service

offered?

If the customer went to the dressmaker‘s home or shop address or location of

the individual drecsmaker or dressmaking establishment used?

If the dressmaker went 10 the customer’'s home

a How were her services requested? (booked in advance on a regular basis
calléd when specia! need arose!

b When did she usually come?

c How long did she stay”?

d  How many members and which members of the family was sewing done for?
e What types of garments were Usually made’

f How much work was she asked to do each tme?

g How was payment for her services determined’

-~

h Did she perform other services besides dressmaking for example. millinery

_— or teaching others sewing skilis?

16

in your estimation how skillful was the dressmaker.d.

). How were you made aware of this dresamaker s services. through
word-of-mouth, through a retal outiet or through a newspaper
advertisement’

K Can you explar the process that was undertaken trom the tume the
dressmaker arrived until her work was finished?

L What was your source of fashion information? Did the

m. Did t*he dressmaker provide fashion information as part of the service ”

it the CUs;éfner waent to the dressmaker s or tailor/ ess place of business

a. Did the dressmaker work from her home or from a separate business
jocation?

b. How were you made aware of this dressmaker’'s or tailor,ess services.

through worg-of-mouth. through a retall outlet or through a newspaper

" advertisement?
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When did you use the services of a dressmaker or tator '@ss?

Did the dressmaker specialize in a particular type of sewing or garment’
What type of garmentis) did you have made’

How many garments did you have made there?

How was a price determined for a garment’

How much did a typical garment cost tor example a dress. 8 skirt?

How long did 1t take from the time a garment was requested and the time it
was completed”

What was your source of fashion information? Did the dress

Did the dressmaxe- provide fashion information as part of the service”

14 the customer used the services of a dressmaker working from a reta’ outiet

)

for example a dry goods store or a women s clotrung store

m.

n

If dressmaking establishment used

Name of business from which the dressmaker worked?

Type of garmentis made?

What type of garments) aid you have made”’

How many ga-ments did you have made there’ Q
Howv. was a price determined for a garment’ a
How, much would & typical garment cost’
What was your source of fashion nformation” Dig the ogressmaker provide
fashior informatior’

V/here wer-e fabrics ang other supples purcnases

Dig materials avaiabie influence the type of gasment made ' sz » wnal
ways”’

In your €st—ate how many chients did the dressmaxe’ nave”

When did you usually use the dressmaker s services’

Did the dressmaker work alone or were there otner empioyees involved in
&

dressmaking part of the business”

When did the retal outlet begin this service’

When was the service discontinued’
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20.
21,

22.

m.
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How was the estabhishmanet arranged i.e. separate consulting room and
workroom? _“..'f “

How many employees were there? Did each employee have a specific “job
titte? ‘ ‘

What is your estimate of the number of chents the business had in a given
year? | '
When was the buvsliness busiest?

Did the services. offzrec ~hange Aver time”?

How were you made aware of this busness, through advertising. by

word-of-mouth?

- Did the business speciz ze in any partcuar type of garment or type of

dressmaking?
What type of advertising was done”’

What type of garments were made?

How was a price determined for a typical garment?

‘What would an average garment cost? - SRR .

Did the busmess provide fas'hton information? i $0. 1n what fo'rm7'lf_fnet/_

I
24 o

what was your source f f-ash|on information?

Where were materials’ obtamed7

When did you stop using the services of a seams‘tress,‘drebsmaker or tailor/ess?

Why?

Do you have any photographs of you at the tlme you were dressmakmg7

)

were dressmaking?

A

H“/ L

'Do you have’ any examples of pattérns or garments you made durmg the tcme y0u

7
[

SIS ¥

Do you, have any written records i.e. dnary,;’vihetes j,:ﬁ.Whic'h refer to your

dressmaking ? W :

N
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1 - Advertisement of the research project requesting oral history participants
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3 - Tape Release Form
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| ¢ v

Were you a dr%meaker? Did yol have a dressmaker make
clothes . for you? Dressmaking in Edmonton, 1900 to 1930
is a research project with the aim of discovering how
women used their sewing and dressmaking skills as a
means of clothing themselves and their families or as

a paid occupation. Oral history interviews will be con-
.ducted with anyone who practiced seamstering, dressmak-
'ing or tailoring as an occupation  and those individuals
. who used the services of a seamstress, dressmaker, or

tailor/ess diring the period under study. ‘

Those individuals interested 1h contributing to this pro-
ject are asked *o contact Dianne R. Smith at:
115 Home Economics Building,

o | University of Alberta,
Edmonton, Alberta,
T6G 2M8, ;

& : or call:
432-5385, 432-2528 or 488-1563.

© |
J.v
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Dressmaking in Edmonton, 1900 to 1930 is a research project with the

_aim of discovering how women used tneir sewing skills.
“Tne use of sewing skills covered a range of activities includiny

‘sewing for oneself or one's family, occasional sewing for payment

in cash or in kind, sewing for customers at home or in the customer's

L]

home, dressmaking or tailoring as a business, homework for a

-

garment manufacturer, and dressmaking or tailoring in a retail h

clothing or a dry.goods store. Wri'tten ihfbrmation about these
sewing activities is limited. Ind1v1dua1§§§§% engaged in any of
the various sewing activities can offer firstnand information

about their experiences. Tneir knowledge can make @ unique

contribution to tne existing nistorical record.

by participating in tne researchn project, Dressmdﬁ*ﬁg in Edmontorn,

1900 to 1930, you can‘contribute to our present knowledge of

sewing, dressmaking , and tailoring activities in Edmonton during’

‘the period.

‘Thank-you for your interest in the project.

I hereby consent to participate as an oral history interviewee for the

research project, Dressmaking in Edmonton, 1900 to 1930.

- Signed: \ ;

Dated:




Tape Number:
|
Name:

TAPE RELEASE

I hereby release all rights to this tape recorded
material to the Historic dbstume and Textile Study®
Collection, University of Alberta. It may be used
for educational and research purposes. It is under-
stood that any conditions specified below apply dur-
ing my'?ifetime only.

\
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Special comments or conditions: none [J
or
e
&
Signed:
Date:

Understood and agreed to:

Interviewer/Recorder

Date



Appendix D, pages 146 to 161, was removed due to the poor quality of the
photocopies. Appendix D contains a sampling of advertisements, some of which are

photocopies from the microfilm of the o'rigin_al newspaper.

B
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Appendix E

Names and Addresses of Sewers

Abbreviations

B = Edmonton Daily Bulletiny

J = Edmonton Journal

S = Strathcona Plaindealer

O = Oral History

T = Edmonton Telep%ne Directory
H = Henderson's Business Directory

 J

NOTES |

1.

/
v ; ‘
The date in brackets represents the date a new address was g;Yen for an individua'

or business.
The name giver for source ‘T . the Edmonton Telephone Directory , is the name
hsted 1n the directory and not necessarily the name of the person advertising the

sewing Service.
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