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Le grand 1nteret d une oeuvre d art
poeme oy roman, est de nous faire

~ comprendre, séntir, gouter .

de11c1eusement Ta vie avec le gout
_particulier qu'elle avait al temps

- ou cette okuvre fut congue et dans

la société’ dont elle est.
' 1! express1on 1%3p1us subtile,. et

- précieux des’ moeurs d'autre-fois,
-pas de temp1gnages p]us surs des

vieux étdts d'ame que tel conte ou
telle chanson a 1es b1en entendre

Y

-

[ . P

v .

Anato]e France.

~enfin, il.n 'est pas. de monument plus "
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.Dur1ng the per1od from the 1ate e]eventh century to. &he m1d th1rteenth

ABSTRACT . ° |

by «

century, a substant1a1 number of ep1c poems on.a crusade theme were

f'composed 1n o1d French These dates a]so c1rcumscr1be the era dur1ng

A o e :._~t g
of the poems under study ~J;_'..-*ﬁ"o,"g» : o R fi "

;4wh1ch the maJor crusade campa1gns took place wh1ch serve as the subJects

‘The purposes of the study are: to examine this body of poetry.to.

< . T

\ ‘?*h¢determine how7far they'supp1y'historica]‘detail that'comp1ements’or :

"’ﬁto determ1ne whether th1s same body of poetry offers s1gn1f1cant 1ns1ght

Ty .

s supp1ements the non- poet1c chron1c1es of the same t1me and subJect and

b

,1nto the‘ind1v1dua1 and co]]ect1ve menta11ty~of the French peop]e B

"51nvo1ved in crusade R - n PR

»

. The. poems are f1rst 1dent1f1ed and p]aced into their h1stor1ca1iand R

. . i Y

'ﬂ_11terary context Exam1nat1o%;of each poem fo11ows‘1n order to determ1ne

;>‘1ts s1gn1f1cance as an h1stor1ca] ~source. ‘La Chanson d' Ant1oche the e o

-

N A

Y

'shown to ho1d s1gn1f1cant h1stor1ca1 deta11 as to accept them caut1ous1y

1as sources. These and other poems a]so contr1bute to our know]edge<§&

111um1natfng the cond1thons of crusad1ng 11fe

'““*Q‘Est01re de la Guerre Sa1nte and La Lhanson de 1a Croisade A1bf§eg1se are . |

-~ (/



o

- In some 1nstances, h1story 1% d:storted in poems for: propaganda

._purposes.s These 1nc1ude poems composed as exculpatory dev1ces fbr B

crusade fa1]ure poems cr1t1ca1 of crusade as we]] as 1n favor of

;crusade, and poems opposed to papa] crusad1ng po]1cy
B : BN I :

e S

' v1ews of the French crusaders, . as reflected in the poems, on SULh//“

a

vsubaects as crusad1ng, Chr1st1an and non Chr1st1an re11g1on, rac1a1

d1fferences and the funct1on1ng of the1r mater1a1 and sp1r1tua1 wor1d
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A study of the Crusades revea]s that a- cons1derab1e number of - poems .
EX ’\5, *

ex1st wr1tteh 1n 01d French wh1ch contayn the conmon threac?oaf a. ',}tf‘*»

& -

\./m;sadmg theme The qua“t1ty quahty, _and phys1ca1 1ength ogﬁsome of '!w.v

> the poems make them a potent:al source oﬁ h1 stdhca] material. o ’,;@
' Imt1a1 research by the author on the subJect 1ed td the concTusion )
N “ y

. that e1ther the vernacularci”texrature of the per1od was both\htt;l'e known
and under-stud1 ed or that the matema] had been gwen some cons1derat1on
L as source mater1a1 but. not a p]ace of prom1 nence by h1stor1an§of the '_ ~_

‘ Crusades, for whatever reason. As study cont1 nued, it became ev1dent

 that a 1arge vo]ume of mater1a1 exi sted, and that both the tlmé-span and

"
' sther wou]d have toIbe rather narrgw]y defmec&:n order to

pro uce a ac\ademc study wh1ch wou]d make a portian of. tHis h1stor1ca1

1

]1teratu’re better understood Hence thc choice of theme -- crusade -

¢

. and the dates, @ HOO - 1250 wh1ch c1rcumscr1be the t1me 'of
Kl prodUctmn of a substant1a] number of s1gn1f1cant 01d French ep1c poems

' Of the era, as weH as the ma,)or crusade campa1gns wh1ch serve ‘as their.
'subject. DL ' :
| Apart from the objective of makmg a port1on of these O]d French
‘ep1c‘s better known, the intent of th1s study is two fo]d to examine OLQ
“ -jench ep1c poetry of the t1me %f the 1y gusades to determine how far ,

ﬁhey supp1y h1stor1ca1 detaﬂ that complements or supp]ements the



. R -y

B ’-non poet1c chronlcles, and to determ1ne whether th1s same body of poetry

; 7q1ves s1gntf1cant 1ns1ght 1nto the 1nd1v1dua1 and co]]ect1ve menta11ty ofj'
'fdthe French peop]e of the t1me both in the west and in the eastern-

..crusad1ng k1ngdoms

-~

‘In the past the tendency has been to Study these poems from a -
-'11terary rather than an h1stor1ca1‘angle To approach the~matter from an

.ﬁfh1stor1ca] v1ewpo1nt does not deny the 11cerary vaTue of the poems, ' :

"hrather, the 11terary va1ue 1s comp]emented by : such a study o However thet

~literary sty]e form and content of these poems w11] enter th1s

,"td1$cuss1on on]y 1nsofar as these fa!!hrs affect in. some way the
'xt h15t0r1ca1vnature or C°”tent'of the_poems- D1scuss1en of the 11terary ;:""
tx&laé Wiltgserye to p1ace‘£hé‘pOéms,into:thelr more fam11tar.11terary -
comtext..

A]though some prev1ous stud1e§ have 1nvest1gated the h1stor1ca1

,;accuracy of such poems, most- 1f notsa11 have dea1t 1n great depth w1th
E .'l ),
1nd1v1dua1 poems This. study seeks rather to exam1ne a represenfat1ve

samp]e of ear]y crusade poetry 3‘ B ;'. Z

B Amonq the. var1ous types of Med1eva1 ep1c those on the crusade theme
- ?1end themse]ves part1cu]ar1y we]] to a study of th1s nature, for two .
reasons first, the t1me per1od 1mmed1ate1y pr1or to and dur1ng the t1me '
":of the ear]y crusade movement was the period 1n wh1ch poetry in the - ;/'
vernacu1ar f1rst became general]y popu1ar and Second1y, there is -
",adequate non- poet1c 11terature ava11ab1e on the subJect to a]]ow for an -
"assessment of the h1stor1ca1 accuracy of the spec1f1c poems | _

. Most of the poems to be eXam1ned date from between c1rca A.D. T100x

and circa A.D. 1250. For: reference and cont1nu1ty, other poems from both



-

3

ear11er and 1ater per1ods w111 be,d1scussed as the need ar1ses These

'dates are necessar11} approx1mat1ons, s1nce much controversy exusts as. to ’

*prec1se dates of compos1t1on.» Sources used in th1s study have for the '

_greater part been modern- annotated ed1t1ons of pr1mary sources and
relevant secondary stud1es., These works 1nc1ude translat1ons cr1t1ca1v"
~commentar1es and stud1es, and h1stor1ograph1ca1 works. Nhere poss1b1e,.
' the 01d French texts themse]ves were used unfortunate]y, texts were not

a]ways ava11ab1e.

: An Eng]1sh trans]at1on of a]1 French and Provenga1 passages apﬂear1ng,,j.5

'-1n the text is prov1ded 1n an Append1x



o

. -IL. THE IDEA OF CRUSADE -

- . o
It is se]f ev1dent that an event of the magn1tude of the F1rst

.« - \J’

v

Crusade which began in 1096 d1d not Just happen by chance w1thout some ;

format1ve per1od when the 1dea of crusade cou]d be deve]oped 1nto

someth1ng compat1b1e w1th Christian doctrlne and acceptab]e to the

,popu]ar m1nd The preaCh1ng of the crusade and the event 1tse1f were,

hthe deVelopment and mu]t1¢faceted nature of the crusade 1dea w11] be. .. :

‘usefu] as a reference po1nt in the study of ear]y crusade theme poems. .

. “holy p]aces--not jhe 1east of which were the Ho]y Land and the c1ty of
~Jerusalem--had arisen dur1ng the fjrst_ten centur1es ofvthe Chr1st1an
»:"erau ‘ATifof:these'p]aces;-inhyaryingidegree, wergtworth§vof reverencevby_
.»any,devotee who_might taEe it upon hfmséTf"to visit and‘norship;faﬂ_fﬂ? 1
" pilgrimage to such a holy place had its inherent spiritua) rewardsﬁ_often

'tranSmitted‘through the symbolism of the imitation of Christ's sacriffce.'

prLGRMMAGE - |

on]y the f1rst phys1ca1 man1festat1ons of an 1dea that- had undergone a

cons1derab1e per1od of deve]opment and evo]ut1on A br1ef-exam1nat1on oﬁ\

-

L4

»

S
.
A

Pi]grimage had 1ong_been an integral part of Christian devotion.
Instances of Ehristian'bilgrimage are recorded as early as A.D. 382, and
: e g

]1ke1y occurred before that t1me. Ihnuﬁerab]e shrines,'re1ics; and

o




aud suffer1ng to’ ach1eve & hlgher sp1r1tua1 end 2. In'some'instances,T
p11gr1mages were' 1mposed as penance des1qned to teach ‘the s1nner of

- suffer1ng and sacr1f1ce wh11e, 1n the end, prov1d1ng for a rem1ss1on oflb\
g: the pena1t1es of sin. o ' J A '
B P11gr1mage to the Holy Land was not uncommon by the e]eventh

. century 3 It was’ regarded'by many as the u1t1mate p1lgr1maqe s1nce !

o one c9u1d walk in the steps of - Jesus and v1car1ous1y share in his - “‘ :
suffer1ng and death at &erusalem The Ho]y Land\1tse1f was: occup1ed‘and
'contro]1ed‘by non- Chr1st1ans who were often 1ess than hosp1tab1e and who
were intolerant of the presenceaor passage of Chr1st1an p1tgr1ms The" ”:,
roads between the we:tern Chrwstlan k1ngdoms and the Holy. Land were '
rep]ete w1th brfgands who way]a1d mgﬂy a p1lgr1m even thouqh much of the
road was 1n supposed]y Chr15t1an.terr1tory A1though norma]]y a pllgr1m
f was unarmed ard under VOWS, oproverty and" penance, 1t became 1ncreas1nq1% '

: necessary to be armed in order to conp]ete a. p11gr1mage.4

© JUST WAR AND HOLY WAR N

T

&,

The s1xth commandment was.seem1nq1y uncomprom1s1ng in 1ts o
'proscr1pt1on of k1111ng, in any form. .The bas1c Chr1st1an commandment of
. "love thy ne1ghb0r" further conf1rmed the @ntent of the ear11er
'commandment But the stark rea}1ty of 11fe with its wars and ‘- -
hcontent1ons that often appeared to be lnevatable and 1rrevers1b1e ca]?edr B

'the real mean1ng of th commandments 1nto question. The theory of the

JUSt" or "mer1tor1ous war rat1ona1lzed the apparent contragiction by



-
A

declar1ng that 1n some lgstances war was necessary and wou]d be condoned

by God. To be a. Just war, there had -to be a Just cause, the war. had to

B -

be proc]aimed by 1eg1t1mate author1ty, such as. the ru]er of the land or.
the feudal over]ord and the batth had to be fought w1th proper mot1ves

and 1ntent1ons on the- part of all part1c1pants 5

.

A "Holy war was a just war ‘that was pos1t1ve1y sanctioned by God.
' The d1st1nct1on was made between wag1ng 3 war that was s1mp1y Just and

,wag1ng one that was sacred rendered SO - by commandment of God or his

o 4

' author1zed representat1ves upon_ the earth The very term ho]y war"

- 1mp]1ed a connect1on with organ1zed re11g1on wh1ch d?£1ned the need for
_ .

A'thevwar and prov1ded the cause of #t Nonethe]ess, a ho]y war cou]d not
; 2.

,transcend the requ1rements of a Just war; the former was a h1gher fonm of‘j -

. . , - v
the 1atter A Just war, however, was. not necessar11y a ho]y war A JUSt

“war cou]d be waged in defence of the state, and did not, need a 3
part1cu]ar1y re11g1ous-motjye or doctr1na] bas1s_that wou]d»make,ﬁt,a" o
HoTy war. 7A crucia] point Ahoweveru was that a just»war-cou1d be seen as.
(be1ng just from only one- s1de of the 1ssue -the other s1de, by

’ 1mp11cat1on caused theswar by reason of 1nJust1ce 6

'_The trans1tton ofﬁunust war" as a war of\defence to "holy warﬁfas*a.v
:sanctioned war of aggressfdn wgs not easily made There was adequate»
.1scr1ptura1 precedent wh1ch 1nc1uded references—to all Chrlst1ans as the
"army of God"; the Chr1st1an1zat1on of the sec%]ar statgs made o

1ncreas1ng]y necessary the assumpt1on of(secular duties by the Church

“‘Iand the 1nf1uence of the batt]e m1nded German1c states 1n the Church over K

- tjme saw the 1nc]u51on of Ho]y war in the,eth1cs of the-Church.?- With 3
o, . : ) TR i | 3
the invasion of Northmen, ‘Hungarians, and Moslq's into the Christian. .
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kingdoms,“miWitary servide became a ddminant'netessity of life from which-"

" the Churth cou]d not rema1n a]oof Defence of the Church——certainly a

most JUSt cause--necessar11y 1nc1uded defence of the Church s 1ands and

-,

_terr1tor1es It was not a. far conceptua] 1eap, 1n 1095 to regard

f-f§\\\‘\\<ierusa1em and the Ho]y Land - the’ very b1rth p]ace of Chr1st1an1ty, as

- - Ty

)" -~ lands r1ghtfu11y be1ong1ng to the Church PR L 2
>l THE_AP%CAI'_YPTIC."I‘DEA | : |

. “ - .o b - . ' . ol .
o o - . S ) : o . S . v
* o . L . - . - . . .

e

S D1st1ntt from yet allied: w1th the concepts of pl]gr1mage .and - holy
N
‘ uar was the popu1ar be11ef in Armageddon, the second comﬂng of Chr1st and

the end of the wor]d Jerusa]em he]d attract1on as a dest1nat1on for a
| p1lgr1mage not Just because it was the p]ace where Chr1st 11ved and _
' preached his gospe] but a]so because it was regarded as the 1ocat10n of

o

~

' the second coming of Chr1st * But the secondrfom1ng, as noted

part1cu1ar1y in the wr1t1ngs of John the.Reve1ator 1n ‘the Apocalypse,
wou]d be . precede by Armageddon, the fina1 batt]e between good and ev11
’ wh1ch wou]d s1gn fy the end of the wor]d 8 Armageddon too wou]d take
p]ace in the Ho y Land and many of the\early Chr1st1an theo]ogians had
g1ven Jerusale an other wor]d]y s1gn1f1cance that elevated 1t above the
drdlnary wor]v of day -to-day rea11ty For a wdu1d be pJTgr1m the Ho1y
Land-—and Je sa]em in. part1cu1ar--he1d unr1va}1ed attract1on Although _ﬂ:' ;
it s d1ft1'u1t to trace the extent of the apoca]yptic e ement in the
,J - "_y format1on f the crusade idea, 1t is 1ncontestab1e that the popu]ar mind

was much. oncerned»w].thv'these'fut_ure,..eyents,9

N ." -
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" to exp]o1t the opportun1ty int

~ THE CRUSADE IDEA

i The Invest1ture Controversy wh1ch was at” 1ts peak dur1ng the 1ate -

e]eventh century provided much 1mpetus for popes to be 1nvn1xed in .

. 1n1t1at1ves norma]]y 1eft to emperors »Pope Urban II conb1ned e]ements

of p1lgr1mage and the notion of ho]y war in 3 p]an to- help the Byzant1ne

: emperor rega1n terr1tor1es 1ost to Mos]em 1nvaders, a]l the wh11e hop1ng

% .

Q3an attempt to reun1te the eastern anq

10 H1s p]ah “the ground-workffor wh1ch had been 1a1d

western Churches.

- by Pope GregorymVII as ear]y as 1074 ca]]ed fqr_wanfare in defence of
~ the Church under the d1rec€'author1ty and superV1s1on of the Pope

Scho1ars have genera]]y accepted that Urban II made a s1gn1f1cantw'

contr1but1on to the b:rth of the crusade 1dea by p]annlng the campa1gn 1n
the east in COnJunct1on w1th a p11gr1mage to Jerusa]em, the matter was

tperefore‘slmple.to.dlvert the benef1ts of p1lgr1mage-to reward ‘the act

of'war,]] vhq.doing'so,.the enthusiaSticfresponse‘by the masses'tdvthe
B cal],td arms in 1095'washprpbab1y fuelled by the apoca1ypt1c visidn‘bf

- the adventure that-many~he1d. what Urban unaerstood as the pr1mary

bl

obJect1ve of the campa1gn 1s uncerta1n in re]at1on toawhat the people |

understood was 1t'to be pr1mar11y a campa1gn of relief to ‘the: eastern

- Church w1th the side benef1t of a p1lgr1mage to Jerusa]em7 Or was

Jerusa]em the pr1mary obJective from the s%art? -The quest1on'remains

S wocigisineiidoiol

24 P : .
Another factor in the deve]opment of the crusade 1dea was the rising -

. not1on of the "Chr1st1an kn1ght"' Pr1or to the estab11shment of

Chr1st1an states- and the overlap of secular and ecc]es1ast1ca1

l

R adm1n1strat1ve structures, war was war,’' kn1ghts were kn1ghts c1erks and ’



-_pr1ests were c]erks and pr1ests, and rare]y was there an adm1xture. hAs o

3« ‘-

o it became 1ncreas1ng]y necessary to prov1de for the m1]1tary defence of

L'the Chr1st1an terr1tor1es, it a]so became 1ncreas1ng]y necessary to

' rat1ona11ze the p1ace of the warr1or kn1gh€'w1th1n the Church

structure 13 Over t1me therro1e and'conduct'of the . Chr15t1an knight

‘f,became .more and more subJect to the regu]at1ons -and expectat1ons of ’/r_"

| 'ecc]es1ast1ca1 leaders It was soon estab11shed tha¢ a kn1ght or so]d1er

>

.was nbt on]y requ1red to render fa1thfu] m111tary serv1ce but was a]so

——

J

o requ1red to adopt a str1ct code of persona] mora1 d1sc1p11ne and

' _devot1on which. 1nc1uded, 1f necessary, engag1ng in p11gr1mage or other

‘such acts of sp1r1tua1 regenerat1on ]4'? s

The crusade 1dea was thus born before the address at C]ermont Ferrand

r

i.v1n 1095, and cont1nued 1ts evo]ut1on throughout the entlre t1me of the
f'var1ous‘crus;de campa1gns ; Its evolut1on comb1ned in vary1ng degrees
._and w1th varyﬁng 1nf1uence e]ements of p1lgr1mage ho]y war and |
apocalypse. The crusade theme poems wh1ch are the subJect of this study
. exh1b1t a var1ety of e]ements of th1s hybr1d form of Chrlst1an thought N
-ethat susta1ned crusadlng campa1gns for centur1es after

N
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. NOTES - IDEA OF CRUSADE
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N See Jonathan Sumpt1on, Pilgrimage: An Image offﬂed1eva1 Re11g1on _
_(London Faber and Faber. Limited, |g75), pp %9 90’ _ ‘ o
b’ 2. pp 92 93 -‘ x ._’ ': ‘> ‘,‘.» ) .- -, . L .

:3w ee Paul- A]phandery, La Chretlente et ]! Idee de Cro1sade (Paris: -
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(Princeton: Pr1nceton Un1vers1ty Press, 1977) p 8.7
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~ ID1. EARLY VERNACULAR LITERATURE

1
© The wr1tten 11terature of. cont1nenta1 Europe was a]most who]]y‘
' ',c1er1ca1 in or1g1n and in Lat1n unt11 the beg1nn1ng of the twe]fth
century Wr1tten Lat1n he]d a c]er:ca] or1gln becargJ,11terate educat1on
was v1rtua11y an exc1us1ve1y c1er1ca1 pr1v11ege and formal educat1on was
‘;“1n Lat1n because 1t had been for some t1me the estabT1shed and accepted :_-
1anguage of the 11terate Vernacu]ar 1anguages were much 1ess un1versa1
_‘and the need for the1r wr1tten form -was m1n?ma1 "Oral 11terature in;
'4'ythe vernacular had been deve\op1ng for decades or even centur1es pr1or to
'»:}the development of a d1st1nct wr1tten form of the vernacu1ar 1anguages
| Th1s oral 11terature usua]]y centred on a part1cu1a# theme or 1egend
general]y based 1n h1story but 1nvaded by the supernafura] or the
Af1ct1t10us In Br1ta1n, for example from the sca f1fth century deta11
aof the poss1b1e ex1stence of a wise and benevo]eg? K1ng, \atEr known as
: K1ng _Arthur, grew a great ora1 11terature w:\%ﬁpawned many 1egends and

,stor1es wh1ch'eventua11y appeared 1n wrltte S0 I during’ “the twe]fth and

"th1rteenth centur1es. Var1ous versfqn e 1egends of K1ng Arthur and

“the Kn1ghts of the Round Table app'.' ) e 11terature of France,
'_Germany, Spa1n the Scand1navian cou' fﬁ:and other'greas of thes\
ont1nent. S1m11ar1y, the 1egend of Tr1stan and Iseult appears to have

deve]oped 1n France and 1ater spread to Br1ta1n, Germany, ustr1a, ang

wother re ons. The N1be1ungen?1ed appeared f1rst in g%rmany and the'

)
Lowlands, 1ater



ar1§ﬁng e]sewhere the Roman or Romance arose in Ita]y and a]so spread to

' far countr1es.'_EaCh reg1on of Europe appears to have deve]oped an ora]
| 11terature which 1ater deve]oped 1nto a written 11terature. :_ |
Jean Bode], a m1d-th1rteenth centory French poet recogn1zed that

.three dlStlnCt reg1ona1 themes or 11terary mat1eres ex1sted “In his

Chanson des Sa1snes (or Chanson des Saxons) Bode] 1dent1f1es_them:

L
Q

" Qui d'oir et d'antandre a loisir et talent
- Face pais, si escoitt bone chancon vaillant -
Don 17 livre d'estoire sont tesmoing et.garant.
“Ja nuls v11a1ns jugleres de ceste ne se vant,
Qar i1.n'an sauroit dire ne les vers ne Te chant.
Ne sont que .iij. matieres a nul h antandant:
De France et de Bretaigne et de Rome la grant;
Bt de ces-.iij. matieres n'i a nule samblant
L1 conte de Bretaigné sont i va¥h et plaisant;
~ Ci1 de Romessont sage ‘et de san aprenant
Cil de France de voir chascun jor apparant
‘La corone de France doit estre mise avant,
Qar tuit autre roi doivent estre a lui apandant
De 1a Toi crestiene gi an Deu sont creant.. '
Le premier roi de France fist Dex par son commant
- Coroner a ses ange]es dignement an chantant;
~ Puis le commanda estre an terre son sergent;
Tenir droite justise et la loi metre avant.

26

.Lest commandemant tindrent apres:lui 1i auquant o~

Anséys et Pepins, cil furent conquerant
£t Char]ema1gne d' A1z, qui Dex parama tant.

The trois matiéres that Bodel out]ingd_fhdicate three distinct

lTiterary. trad1t1ons that ex1sted by the t1me of the wr1t1ng of the

Saisne¥, circa A D 1250. Each mat1ere 1s d1st1nct1ve in both style and

content;;ié not form Bode] po1nts out that the stor1es from the matxere

‘.,'de Rome are wise and fu11 of sound 1earn1ng R wh1ch refers to the w1sdom

‘ of the‘ﬁnc1ent R“mans that is often the themat1c bas1s of th1s mat1ere

‘TThe form became SO d1st1nct1ve .as to be cal]ed Roman. ‘Early pTeces 1n

K

3]



_ th1§‘mat1ere were in vers1f1ed form 1n the vernacular but by the |

"fourteenth century had tgken prose forms as well, (h\ ‘ _“f-

The matiére de Bretagne Bodel notes, is va1n “and p]easant“, or

| T: w1thout ser1ous foundation: he expends only one 11ne on the subject
pressing to get on to what 1s, “to his m1nd the much more 1mportant

,Mat1ere de France The mat1ere de Bretagne is basod on the fhgends of

“; med1eva1 B,lta1n, 1arge1y those surround1ng K1ng Arthur and h1s Kn1ghts

"but 1nc1ud1ng other m1nor f1gures as well. That these stories later came

to be known‘as romances 1nd1cates the1r presence and popu]artty on the

Cont1nent, s1nce they were adapted a 1a fagon des Roma1ns for cont1nenta1

Vo
aud1ences.

Bode] s purpose in de11neat1ng the tro1s mat1eres was to ﬁlace them |

~into his own sub3ect1ve perspect1ve The th1rd theme the matiére de
AN .
'France, is for him the most 1mportant ‘and hence mer1ts the greatest share

'7of h1s attent1on “His bo]d assert1ons as to the d1v1ne connect1ons of

, the French monarchy c]early show hls fee11ngs on the sub;ect

The mat1ere de France cons1sts of poetry f0r the greater part both

1yr1c and ep1c Few chron1c1es in the vernacu]ar had appeared before the‘_

mfyear 1250 but a. d1st1nct1ve1y French poet1c 11terature had ar1sen prior

to th1s t1me 1n the form of ep1c poems.  These ep1cs were arranged 1nto F_

~ series or Acycles that wou]d fo]]ow a figure or fam11y through an entire

g1ifetime or'generat1on. For,the greater,part,‘the poemSustudied here are -

taken from‘these cytles,that'form_a,]argeiportiOn_of'thiS‘matiére.

s



' /
‘JongTeurs or trouveres who found the 1ilting mus1ca1 phrase easver to "

~ T , * . ' -«

EARLY CRUSADING POEMS |
3y

. The stories and Tegends wh1ch beoamevpoems were passed oraT]y/amqpevffﬂ -
P and n

B

'-;memorlze ¢han a mere story ore mérse 2 The JongTeurs-trouveres were

‘bu11t upon episodes from the T]fe of that f1gure

adept at supp1y1ng products and services wh1ch were in demand ~As the
verses became more popuTar and w1despread in the common tongue more of

the common peop]e becane 1nterested in them the c1rc1e thereby becom1ng

<
‘ seTf—perpetuat1ng The escapades of a prom1nent f1gure present or past

were frequent themes of" the ear]y oraT trad1t1ons, and poems were usuaTTy

Y

3

Few of the earTy ep1cs have. come down through the ages in- the1r '

or1g1na1‘form4 since they_were largely the product of an oral tradition,
the content and form cou]d easi]y be'changed by an enterpris1ng jongleur

?

- L o
.’o su1t a part1cu1ar audience or to ach1eve a part1cuT%r end From such <

ihemes, figures, stories and legends.

- beginnings, and w1th the flex1b111ty of the system aTTow1ng v1rtua1 free- K

rein to the ongTeur var1ous vers1ons of a story, not necessar11y

'adher1ngvto fact or h1story, could, and 1ndeed Uld, arise on part1cuTar

The earTiest piece of crusading']iterature that arose in the

i vernacu]ar from ‘the. oral trad1t1on is a crusade song- dr1tten before the

year 1137 by Guillaume Bechada a kn1qht from the Auvergne Bechada S

b

text has been*lost but his work 1s ment1qned in the wr1t1ngs of -
Geoffroi,‘the Pr1or.of‘V1geols.3' Another historian, Ordericus V]tal1s,’

wrote that ththroubadour William oﬁfPo1t1ers also had wr1tten an early

_poem with a crusade theme, but this manuscript has been Jost as well. .



“Gu111aume de Tude]a in a poem of the ear1y thrrteenth century, ment1ons

' yet a th1rd pr1meva1 vernacu]ar poem with a crusade theme that ex1sted

t when he was wr1t1ng A fragment of some seven hundred 11nes, known as

1n 01d French on the F1rst Crusade unt11 approx1mate1y 1170 when a

economic and poltticaT stnength and nationa] pride latin7'theretofore

'the Canso d Ant1ocha ex1sts today and is poss1b1y the rema1ns of one of

"these ear1y poems thtle else is known ‘of them ot other than the fact of

the1r one t1me ex1stence

S1m11ar1yz<songs are. known to have bé%n sung dur1ng the campa1gns of

'the First Crusade, but their form and- content rema1n a mystery s1nce

) noth1ng wr1tten, if 1ndeeg\anyth1ng was wr1tten has surv1ved 4

-

Other than these few sparse p1eces, there is 11tt1e poetlc 11terature’.

¢

'flowerlng of vernacuﬂar 11terature started to take p]ace, 1n part1cu1ar

£

,in the f1e1d of ep1c poetry - Prose 11terature had not yet estab1lshed

”1tse1f 1n any 1anguage but Lat1n and did not f]our1sh in French unt11

well 1nto_the twe]fth century. As ‘the Franks-increased;1n'numbers,

AN

“auncha11enged as the 1angpage of d1p10macy, commerce and 11terature,(was
,.slow1y d1sp1aced by ;he common man S tongue that ha\\_a1ned increased

'acteptab111ty, popu]arwty and usage w1th th1s new-found: acgeptab111ty, -

the chron1c1ers and Jong1eurs trouveres began to write down the songs,-

‘ poems and stor1es that had come down to them for the most part through

the ora] trad1t1on over the decades These jongleurs- trouveres are .

respons1b1e 1n large. measure for creat1ng, co]]ect1ng ‘and recording the

._ep1c poems ‘that have surv1ved to our'dayt‘ _



e - NOTES - EARLY VERNACULAR LITERATURE

‘

. ‘dJean‘Bodél La Chanson des Saxons (Geneva S]atk1ne 1969 reprint),
_ '1a1sse I, 11nes 1 2l pp 1-2. - S SR

f1‘2 A Jong]eur—trouvege_1s def1ned by Farh] as. anyone “who by profess1on
: ?prov1des‘aivers1on For -men", a definition ‘purposely left open-ended to"
~ ~ifnclude many d1vers1onary talents. Strictly speaking, the trouvére was

- the 1yr1c1st ‘the jongleur the performer; ofttimes the talents were

combined in a singTe artist. .Jongletrs are first expressly mentioned in- p

}the 11terature of the ninth century, with a formative period before that
time. - See Edmond Fara] Les Jong1eurs en France au Moyen AgAA(Par1s '
.iChamp1on, 1964) -3 o -

'3.“ See . Hlppeau La Conqyete de Jerusa]em (Geneva Siatkine;'1969)

T pg. vi. Qmereafter cited as Jerusg&gﬁ; CF. U.T. Holmes Jdr., A H1story of

Old=French Literature from the Origins to 1300 (New York: Crofts and
. Company, 1937), P EI3. CF. Paulin Paris, La Chanson d' Antiothe (Geneva:

" Slatkine, 1969), p. x1i.  Holmes.states that Bechada was Limousin, not. ..
'from the Auvergne as. Zyppeau and Paris state. - See also Martin de R1quer :
5

" (trans. . Cluzel), Chansons de:;Gestes Frangaises. (Paris: Nizet,
1957), p 283 De. R1quer attributes the Canso d Antiocha fragment to

'-“Bechada wh1ch if true, wou]d make it the earl1est of the eplc poems

/

16

o, Gaston Par1s speaks spec1f1ca]1y of La Chanson d' Outree, named for a S

_phrase if.the refrain, that was sung- during the First Crusade. . See
Gaston Paris,-La L1tterature Fran§a1se au Moyen Ag;,(Par1s Hachette,
1888), pp 124 125. ‘ , : ‘ N

“j 5. V111ehardou1n was one of the. f1rst prose chron1c]ers to wr1te in-
;French his’ work dat1ng from the ear]y th1rteenth century See Holmes,.
p. 121. S _ _ L Lo S

.. .
. 7o
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" IV. THE POEMS IN THEIR. HISTORICAL AND tITERARY-CONTEXT »

" “THE LITERARY CYCLES = -

-

“In much the sane fash1onAas Jean Bode] c]ass1f1ed m1d th1rteenth

A

century 11terature into tro1s mat1eres, SO a1so had a twe1fth century

~g'poet named Bertrand de Bar- sur Aube d1v1ded the 01d French poetry of his -
g t A Lol
) t1me 1nto three groups, or cyc]es as they have come to be known.‘ Ina

‘poem t1t1ed G1rart de Vlenne he 1dent1f1ed three themat1c cyc]es:

FRNE

vBone chanqon plest vos que ge vos d1e, 1‘f*
_de haute esto1re et de’ grant baronn1e7

----------------

‘. .Iv. \

“n'ot que tro1s gestes en France la garn1e,.,

ne cuit que ja nus de ce me desd1e

Des rois .de france est la p]us selgnor1e, 1»_ B
Et 1'autre aprés, bien est droiz que Jeu d1e, Lo

fu de Doon a la barbe’ f1or1e,

Ci1 de Maience qui molt ot baronnie.. .
« ET sien 11nqna3e ot gent f1ere et hardie.

---------

De ce ]1ngnage qu1 ne f1st se ma1 non,

. fu la second geste

2

-"u LI LREEN

La t1erce geste, qu1 mo]t fust a pr151er g

fu de Garin de Mong]enne au'vis fier.; N

The three cycles can be ;hmmar1zed from th1s c]ass1f1cat10n as the“_

. ,Geste du Ro1, coneerned_w1th the adventures of Char]emagne and h1s Court |

/

Doon de Ma1ence (a]so known as the Cycle des B

e

- ,_as defenders of the Chr1st1an fa1th w1th k1n ‘as Emperor the ycle de

ns Revo]tes or the ;.

Feudal Cyc]e) wh1ch Freats the SubJect of‘a rebe111ous feudal baron in .o

i'h1s fam11y s struggTes aga1nst‘other hou5es or k1ngs, and the ycle de

v

;o



:.sar1n de Monthane alternatlveTy known as' the CycTe de Gu111aume

Orang wh1ch centres on the f1gure of Gu111aume d' Orange who was
supposedTy a descendant of Gar1n de Montg]ane and. a\ToyaT and trusted

'subJect of Char]emagne ﬁ

. AT!rough Bertrand s cTass1f1cat1on is somewhat art1f1c1a1 and does

"not accommoda : a11 0ld French ep1cs, the use of it has surv1ved and 1s'

..”cited"here

%l of these three cycTes

Approx1mateTy orie hyndred poens produced dur1ng the eTeventh and

3 s
«twe]fth centur1e§ have surv1ved the great maJor1ty of these datlng from

| the tweTfth century It is 1mposs1b1e to determ1ne w1th any degree of
accuracy how many poems were wr1tten dur1ng the thlgteenth century, as

.dates are uncerta1n and numbers are great Of these many poenm

fference. Many‘of'the-poems,to be exam1ned f1t-1nto onent

Fl

approx1mate1y twenty f1ye have a centraT crusade theme wh11e dozens more ) '

“mention crusade in pass1ng or deaT per1phera11y w1th a crusade theme

L L
. :

§

-‘ POEMS“%\THETIME.OF THE FIRST CRUSADE ~, =

"

A crusad1ng poem in many respects La Chanson de RoTand is the onest f

'-'and most famous qf the. OTd French poems. The Ro]and prov1ded the bas1c..;'

r

framework for the Geste du Ro1 and served as a modeT for count]ess other

R -songs and" po;ﬂ?

The h1stor1ca] event on wh1ch the Roland is based the BattTe of

Roficevaux, occurred 15 August 778 and is ment1oned in several sourqes of.sff

~ the minth century. There is T1tt1e more sa1d of the event unt1T some two

\



A "unbelievers ". e f[ ~"_“-'£5:.

v

hundred years 1ater when La Chanson de Roland first appeared in written

‘iform 2 But f'e written ver51on is rather astonishing in the -
C »ltransformation that it underwent after ‘the tim@ of the Batt]e of _

: Roncevaux Legend and fantasy created an epic story, iittie resembiing
the actua1 skirmish at. Roncevaux of vast proportion and Significant
.‘1deologica1 meaning Chariemagne became a 200—year-o]d iarger-than Tife
| sage and champion of Christianity against infide]s, ‘the. Batt]e of
' fRoncevaux was tran rmed from a mountain skirmish into a symbo] of the
v iarger conflict between Christianity and: Is]am and the figure of Roland

\ -

‘a nondescript knight in Char]emagne 5 -guard became the nephew and-

right hand man' of Char]emagne, and a warr
e
°strength and Virtue His. band of Chosen Pee s became the modeis of

r of immense ability,

chiva]ry and knighthood B
The transformation of event to 1egend and the popu]arity of the
’

-:]egend,_is more ea511y understood in the light %f certain events or ?

"_c1rcumstances of the era. - The animOSity between the Saracen and

Christian nations, notab]y Spain and France, was 1ncrea51ng about the end

* vJ"}.;

. of the tenth century Z ;s;animosity resu]ted in a number of Christian

) expeditions, baséd on religious motives against\the Spanish Moors. ‘As

';vweil, a series of legends based on local heroes or families had become -

‘1Whic orized its own stbject. And the preaching of the First

’37Crusade in 1095 soiidified the popu]ar exci ement for “ho]y war" against
' . u _
If rusade“ is taken ¢o mean a campaign of Christians against

non Christians for a religiOus purpose, certainly the seeds of crusading

"
’ ‘

e * L R o ) R o e

' ,more, opular a]ong the major trade and pi]grim moutes of Europe -each of
h%m |



’ were present 1hxthe ﬁglan_ The poem, at least' in 1ts‘ora1 form was

h undoubted]y qu1te top:ca] at the t1me of the preach1ng of the F1rst

- Crusade The story of the 1gnom1n1ous death suffered by Roland and the
.'PeéLs at the hands of 1gnob1e men perce1ved as 1nf1dels wou]d have sep?ed
- to he1ghten the rea11zat1on 1n ]095 that the most ho]y and sacred shr1nes
of Chr1st1an1ty-—1ndeed v1rtua1]y the. ent1re Ho]y Land--were held by
11nf1dels Act1on aga1nst such a. travesty, as 1n ‘the case of

'kCharlemagne s revenge 1n the Ro]and was undoubted1y seen as a proper

..course to fol]ow.

Next to the. Roland the oldest of the crusad1ng poems 1s La Chanson
. . \ PR
o d' Ant1oche, composed around the beg1nn1ng of the twe]fth century 3 Thev .

’Ant1oche in 1ts or1gfna1 form was written by R1chard the P1lgr1m a poetv"

' ‘from the Arto1s reg1on of northern France Richard s be11eved to have -

| -been part of a-crusad1ng army, s1nce much of-What’iS'deSCribed/in the
. e

-poem appears to have been w1tnessed by the author. R1%hard s-exact .

'pos1t10n w1th the army is uncertaln, some scholars be11ev1ng him to have
I." .
been a partic1pant 1n the F1rst Crusade under the f]ag of the Count of

‘F1anders 4. ‘That the Ant1oche was actua11y wr1tten during the campa1gn :

of the First Crusade'1s uncontested with many—h1stor1ans and 11terary

experts be]tev1ng that 1t was wr1tten as a Journa1 recordwand

ai subsequent]y converted to verse form e1ther dur1ng the campa1gn or ‘7
short]y afterward 5 .

La Chanson d' Ant1oche 1s, as- the t1t1e suggests an ep1c poem dea11ng

.largely w1th the s1ege of Ant1och 1n 1097 Some\9000 11nes of the poem ,i.
' descr1be d1rect1y the events of ‘the crusade campa1gn w1th the rema1nder

‘devoted to condit1ons of 11fe and the act1ons of the average crusader.‘

5



oar

'The o]dest manuscr1pt of the poem dates from 1268 but 1nterna1 ev1dence -
: 1nd1cates that the or1g1na1 poem ‘was f1n1shed short]y before the » .s'
%gusaders arr1ved at Jerusa]em 6 After an e1ght—month stay at Ant1och -
“R}thard the P1]gr1m 11ke1y would have cont1nued the 5tory to 1nﬁ)ude the o
b~tak1ng of Jerusa]em but e1ther c1rcumstances d1d not a]]ow for 1t or h1s

‘fcont1nuat1on has been “Jost. The poem (or at 1east R1chard S. port1on of

it) ends abrupt]y It is. be11eved by some that R1chard may had died

o - sudden]y at Arches (Archas), a city ment1oned in the 1atter 11nes of the"

p-§‘ .

) Jerusa]em by the crus§ﬁers

poem were R1chard to have d1ed at Archas as supposed however h1s '

ansubsequent authorsh1p of the ‘poems La Chanson de Jerusalem and La Chanson

des Chet1fs, as d1scussed fo]1ow1ng, would have been 1mposs1b]e 7

o Nhatever the. reason for R1chard s absence a rev1ser or rev1sers

'vvcont1nued the poem ﬁ;om that po1nt re]at1ng the ftory of the tak1ng of

The maJor characters of the Ant1oche are we]] known f1gures Petervr- R

/' the Herm1t Bohemond B1shop Adhemar du Puy, Tancred, and Ba]dw1n The

‘story commences w1th the ca]] to crusade and proceeds through the v1s1on,

'hand 111- ated exped1t1on of Peter the Herm1t through the g]orious :

4 of Ba1dw1n and ends w1th the f1na1 v1ctory speech ef B1shop :
;fAdhemar after the tak1ng of the c1ty of Ant1och

“Le Cycle de Gu111aume d Orange is a, third ser1es of poems that has a

ocrusége theme The cyc]e 1s known alternatively as. Le Cyc]e Narbonnais L

or La Geste de Gar1n de Montg]ane. The cyc]e con51sts of some _
. 9 -
v-twenty five songs and poems surround1ng the clan of w11115ﬁ of Orange,

'f;iwlth w1111am h1mse1f usua]]y serving as the centraﬂ personnage 1n both

“-the cTan and.the poems.- The'characte%\of w1111am, “if not comp]ete1y

e o o ‘ - S . / _p' R I N " . :



: ’legendary, is. probab]y a. somewhat e]aborated portralt of w11]1am Count

'“of Tou]ouse who fought aqalnst the Saracens bfounded the monastery of

'.:Gellone and d1ed in 803 "8 A1though the relat1onsh1p 1s not ment1oned '_3

win the poems, the h1stor1ca1 W1111am was a cousin to Char]emagne and was

»

’ ~L:; 1nvested as the qunt)of Tou1ouse in 789 by Char]emagne h1mse1f As-an

:”}ob11gat1on of h1s 1nvest1ture the Emperor charged him w1th thé=GEfence

. of the Span1sh borders w1111am fared we11 with th1s ob11gat1on w1nn1ng

1'much fame by achtev1ng the subm1ss1on of the f1erce and 1ndependent T
' Gascons - He 11kew1se achleved much renown.as a resuT@ of his numerous
'-v1ctor1es in var1ous campa1gns aga1nst the Saracens of Spa1n w1th1n his

‘own comte of Tou]ouse he was respecxed as a nob]e and JUd1C10US ru]er

Jle

H1stor1ca11y documented 1Ttt1e more than R the h1stor1ca1 Ro1and

,_W111x\§/ach1eved most of h1s 1egendary reputat1on from the Changun de

10

w111ame, a poem 11ke1y.contemporary w1th the Ro]and lt appears that

_the song was - wr1tten 1arge1y as. a refTect1on of the h1stor1ca] battle-

waged by Gu111aume de~$ou1ouse oh. the banks of the 0rb1eu (Orb1go) R1ver .

| aaga1nst the Saracens of Spa1n It a]so conta1ns many 1egendary -and

'myth1ca1.features that haveAno documented 11nks»w1th h1story,

- POEMS OF THE' TIME OF ‘THE SECOND CRUSADE |

| v~

'fRichar the‘P?]grim was probab1y responsible forbtWO~other epic -

" poex a Chanson- de Jerusalem (a]so known as La Conquete dJ Jerusalem)

| ~a poem wr1tten between ]}30 and(1135 and La Chanson des Chet1fs, dat1ng

from between 1140 and 1149 ~None of R1chard s or1g1na1 work has surv1ved

for e1ther of these poems we know of | them on]y through the1r revision -

2.



'n(aTong w1th a rev1510n of the Antioche) carried out by Graindor de Douai L
- some time between 1180 and 120011 ' '

CLa Chanson de Jerusa]em narrates the capture of the City of Jerusa]em :

by the crusaders te]ls of the eTection of Godfrey of Boui]Ton as.

'f; Advocatus-Sancti SepuTchri 1n Jerusa]gm and continues WTth the greater :
fipart of the stOry teTTing of the Frankish dynasty 1n Jerusaiem at the ﬁ.,‘
] time of the poem s comp051tion o |

| : The story of La Chan;on de JerusaTem Teads aTmost directly into the

s i'r SIS

','beginninq of the se@@ndBpoem, La Chanson des Chetifs The Chétifs”

'i'recounts a fabuTous ta]e of five nobTe Christian knights capturEd by the
'_,jSaracgn king Corboran after the defeat of Peter the Hermit and his ' ‘ )
yfoTTowers at Nicea The captives are transported to the City Oiiferne |
- -.and, w1th a cTever tw1st on the OTd Testament étz}y of the Jews' being ’ ,
put in bondage to a gentile nation the Christian knights are put to‘work ;I
"as sTaves in the bu1Tding of the pagan city. As the story progresses, a-n"

o discu551on ensues among ‘the Saracen captors wlb search fq( reasons for

,'t e fall of the c1ty of Antioch w1th one among them postulating moraT

- and phy51ca1 superiority of the Franks as an- excuse A tr1a1 by ordeal

%
wtests the hypothe51s ‘the Christian'knight Richard de - Caumont emerges -

Victorious over ‘the, pagans, Golias and Sorga]es winning thereby the

” @‘i]ease of the five captives The knights Teave OTiferne and wend‘their E
CQTway back to- Jerusalem, fighting great serpents and overcoming tremendous
‘.v<:0bstac1es along the way. g2 '

La Chanson d' Antioche, La Chanson de Jerusaiem, -and La Chanson des ‘”

Chetifs were arranged by Graindor de Douai into a series, and form the

princ1pa1 part of what has come to- be known as, Le- Premier Cycle de Ta



" . cycTe- Two of these are pT ced chrono]og;éﬂﬁ}y ahead of the Ant1oche ﬁ;f:f
‘w1th the other three placed afger the’ Chet1fs.]3 Th1s ser1es of- poems l'f'éi‘-
~ ‘taken’ together compTetes the cycTe of the T1fe of Godfrey, from h1s b1rth

T ‘0-'#'

to his death |

| The f1rst two of” these Tatter f1ve poemS‘were composed by a JOngTeur
named Renaut 4 and by portray1ng the supernaturaT orxéfhs of Godfrey _
they 1ntroduce the truly. Tegendary ma%er1a1 into the epics of the F1rst

Crusade These poems are ent1t1ed La Na1ssance du Cheva]1er au Cygne

~also. knogn as ETioxe, and Le ChevaT1er au Cygne et Enfances

Godefroi'. 15 There are severaT var1at1ons gf the Swan story, and 1t 1s

[

ﬂobvwous that Renaut knew much about the T1fe and expTo1ts of Godfrey but

chose to portray the Tegendary aspects 16 The three poems that end the :7

. cycle are known_as La Mort de Godefro1, which tells of how -the o
v treacherous'Daimbert sT1pped'po1son 1nto Godfrey's cup; Beaudo1n de 2

Sebourc a-history of - the third k1ng of JerusaTem, and Le Batard de

: —
fBouTT10n, the- story of a bastard son who asp1res to the throne of .
' Jerusalem 17 ATT three of the Tatter poems are as fabu1ous in content

;as'thevChéttfs.

-~ POEMS OF THE TIME OF THE THIRD CRUSADE

Ambroise,’g'jongTeUr'from the-viTTage_of.Evreux in Normandy, produced



'2} monument of the flrst order in the form of an epic on the subject of

.the Th1rd Crusade. t1tled Esto1re de la Guerre'8a1nte ]8 The

'*wmanuscr1pt of the work dates from the later th\rteenth century, but the
-‘-poem 1tself yas wrutten in the late twelfth century The work exh1b1ts
fmany aspects of eyew1tness accuracy 1n the descr1pt1on of several of the

: events of the crusade waged by R1chard Coeur-de-Lion ‘even though R [:;i
19 .

Ambrolse Was. not pr1vy to the war counc1ls - He writes as though he

,had part1c1pated in or at Teast. been present at del1berat1ons in both

"R1chard s and Salad1n S tents w1th the greater part of the text be1ng

! )

o wr1tten from the v1ewpo1nt of the common man on crusade who was not a:
-; : knlght, noble -or pr1est. The maJor1ty of hlS narrative 1s concerned w1th

the common folk and prov1des excel]ent 1ns1ghts into their style of

l1fe @ 111 L “;-v".:_v}; BRI i -

In add1t1on to a human 1nterest in hﬁs work AMbro1se possessed ai

S ‘.,, .'

,23 h def1n1te Chr1st1an fa1th s1m1lar to that wh1ch appears in La Chanson de o

Roland and many other of the chansons:de;geste Ambro1se often po1hts

out his adm1rat1on for the poise, ch1valry and sk1ll at arms of Salad1n

and h1s Moslem ~troops, see1ng them as- tools ﬁikthe hand of God to pun1sh -
gh ' corrupted Chr1st1ans who Rad strayed from the path of true Christian ;»
- v1rtue Patterned after <he. same ‘type of expre5510n 1n the Bglagg

: | "Ambro1se often repeats the sent1ment ,what a manvhevwould have been,slf e
| w2l | | e

only he had been a Chr1st1an.

A second poem dat1ng from the t1m i f\&ge*lhard Crusade but belonglf;yg; :

to the Geste du R01 1s La Chanson d' A_premont Thls poém was. as were’ .

_ many poems of the era, modelled after the Roland and 1s€§§d1rect result
%, '

of 1t La Chanson de Roland COmmences with the lines'“ R
.\, ﬁ\‘ ’1 '-_&x L ) ; ;



v SR Car]es 1i re1s, nostre emperere magnes, :
' Set anz tuz p1e1ns ad estet en Espa1gne 22,

e

The spremon purports to account for those seven years spent 1n

t'fSpa1n by Charlemagne and his court; as such, 1t becomes a pre h1story
: Q

26

'of -and compan1on to the Ro]and The poem takes 1ts name from the sett1ng e

*;of Aspramonte, Ita]y, but the scenaﬂ§w1tches ear]y in the poem to Spa1n,
| 'where as told in the Ro]and the court of Char]emagne res1des

temporaru]y

An anonymous and ratQQr 1ngen1ous Jongteur trouvere created the

' ,Aspremont out of the h1nt that there was - a seven-year per1od d? h1story

»

unaccounted for in the first. two lines of La Chanson de Roland The . poem

© was comp]eted between 1177 and ]190 the dates of the Batt]e of Ram]eh

and the departure.of R1chhrd Coeur—de-L1on and Ph1]1ppe~Auguste for the_"ﬁ

Third Crusade respectivé]y 23 Interngl‘eVidence indicates that‘tt was..
wr1tten in S1c11y or Ca]abrla most 11ke1y dur1ng the w1nter of .

1190—1191 in preparat1on for the Th]rd Lrusade wh1ch departed from

u )
Messina in the spring of 1191 | ]

La Chanson d' Aspremont shows the influence of both the Ant1oche ‘and

<y ;o

"the Jerusa]em, and to some degree th§L1nf1uence of the legend '

K

P
surround1ng Char]emagne as revea]ed in Le Pe]er1nage de Char]emagne (to:

be d1scussed be1ow) The. poem speaks somewhat d1sda1nfu11y of the

explo1ts of the crusadersrat Jerusa]em revea11ng some concern on the

part'of the author regardtng‘the excesses of some crusaders.

3



* OTHER POEMS ON A CRUSADE THEME'

After the appearance of La Chanson de RoTand Char]emagne appears . " i

frequentﬂy as a subJect centra] or otherw1se of subsequent poems, his

court often prov1des the sett1ng for a poem featur]ng some other e

- jd1st1ngu1shed nobTeman or. baron. Char]emagne again appears most -

prom1nent1y as the centraT fi gure w1th the appearance of ‘a. poem t1tTed Le gf
- I
PeTer1nage de CharTemagne, an epic poem connected to the Geste du Roi.

Le PeTertnage de CharTemagne (kﬁown aTso and. perhaps more

' . appropr1ate1y under the aTternate t1t1es of Le Voyage de Charlemagne en

a# .

Or1ent and Le Voyage de CharTemagne a JerusaTem et a Constant1nop1e) is

crusade The poem nonethe]ess descr1bes Just such a voyage and over time

_popuTar to the po1nt that Char]emagne "had come "to.be seen,as above aTT

an ep1c poem describing a Tegendary p1Tgr1mage or voyage made by

CharTemagne to JerusaTem and Constant1nop1e '°The poem 1tse1f is be11eved |

‘vto date anm the earTy twe]fth century, th1s date, however 1s not

’*un1versa11y accepted 2 The ,style of the poem i's s1m11ar to that of .

the B_c_ﬂ_a_ng but is much Tess d1gmf1ed in both tone and content. _T._he Q
PeTer1nage 1s not typ1ca1 “of ep1c poems: 1t aTTows onTy superf1cia1.‘

_treatment of the usuaT heroic eTements common .to other ep1cs and treats

11qht]y—-at times even mal1c1ous]y--1ead1ng f1gures and’themes common to

’

the chansons de geste in generaT

g '
The poem has no aBparent basis in fact for the h1stor1ca1

&Y, o v
fCharTemagne never went to the Holy Land on p1Tgr1mage voyage or ff‘ﬁ. ' <

it w;§ accepted as fact and used as pro-crusade propaganda, particu]ar]y

. Y

after the fa11ure of the Second Crusade. The story had bi;:me very



4]
. " '

4the hero1c champ1on of Chr1st,)the t}reTess defender of Chr1stendom
" agalnst the~armed m1ght of‘TsTam, and ) . . it‘became aTmost un1versaTTy '
be]1eved that he had once Ted a Crusade to Jerusa]em."27 There is
,~ev1dence, notabTy 1n the works of Ekkehard of Aura, that the F1rst

'_Crusade (as modern h1stor1ans understand the term) was ca]]ed the Second 1f
'Crusade by many peopTe of the time, §1nce 1t was w1de1y beT1eved that
_'CharTemagne had indeed Ted the flrst 28 T ‘“ '

~La Chanson de 1a Croisade A1b134915e is a poem pn the subJect of the -

A1b1gens1an Crusade, 1208 1213 a campa1gn undertaken by‘&hr1st1an nobTes |
of the‘north of France and from the Languedoc -Occitan reglons aga1nst -
,Cathar heret1cs 1n“southern,France. The poem was wr1tten in two parts,
'L:the first by therpoet Guillaume de TudeTa, the second by an unknown :
'author 29 . The distinct style and form of the two authors’ is apparent

in the text “In the fLrst part, the facts are reported fa1r1y

ob3ect1ve]y, a1th T1tt]e apparent criticism of the Teader of the Crusade,‘ .
S1mon ‘de Montfort The Tanguage of the poem encompasses a m1xture of »

' French and provenga] express1ons The second part 'however reveals the -
hand of a subJect1ve author who is at t1mes h1gh1y cr1t1c§? GF Simon's

‘f behav1our The sty]e of th1s(sect1on conta1ns much 1magery and v1v1d
descr1pt1on and Tacks Provenga] 1nfTuence..30 : - ' ;' ' o

- By his own adm1ss1qp early in the poem, Gu11]aume used ‘the Ant1oche , T‘

as a model of styTe and content: S _'f EE - (74/€fff
Senhors esta canso es fa1ta "d'aital gu1a ) |

Com seTa d'Antiocha et ayssis versifia ‘'
- E s'a tot aital 'so, qui diire 1o sabia.31-

o



29
‘Later in the'poem he states that he‘intends to undertake a “bona canso,-‘~. R

"novela on the subJect of the crusade of t the Spanlsh Chr1st1an Kwngs;
;aga1nst the Mos]ems Wh1ch resu]ted in the1r v1ctory at Las Navas deiivv.
:.To1osa in July of. 1212, 32 o i:.;f'“‘. '_f;r I '-l,“% 'w'tdff
The main thruse’of the A1b1gens1an Crdsade occurred in’ the years‘ |
. 1211 1212 the poem 1tse1f was comp]gted in the spr1ng of 1213 :The;

O
-A1b1geoase is therefore valuab]e from>an h1stor1ca1 v1ewpo1nt as

Guillaume was an eyemtness to many- c‘ue events of the Crusadghlch he

»descr1bes h1s account render1ng an' a]most day ~-to- day Journal 0¥ events.

Gu111aume is occas1ona11y 1- 1n h1s chrono]ogy, and he cou]d not have f o
vbeen at atl of the events that he descr1bes He was nonetheless v{" o
wel] 1nformed of what happened when ‘he did- not w1tness it persona]]y, and
h1s account is 1arge1y 1n accord w1th contemporary chro 1e

accounts 33 Un11ke many prov1nc1a] authors on the subJect Gu111aume
.:was 1n favour of the crusade/aga1nst the A1b1gens1an heret1cs ﬂjS'.

pro crusade b1as is fa1r]y unusual among poems on the A1b1gens1an Crusade.

Sy- N - \
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: }Ro]and (Par1s Bordas, 1969), pp. 6-10.

NOTES - HISTORICAL AND LITERARY CONTEXT

II#T; Bertrand de Bar-sur-Aube G1rart de Vienne. (Par1s Soc1ete des
“Anciens Textes Frangais, 1977) pp. 3- 5 11nes_1 2 11 17, _44 47. This
_poem dates from between 1190 and 1224 o ' . , ,

- 2{.4 The Oxford Manuscr1pt (Bod1e1an L1brary, D1gby 23) is. the o]dest Y%

_ known and, arguably, the best version of all manuscripts of the poem.
has been dated by various scholars to circa 1100, some: arguing its

30‘ :

‘ >

vcomp051t1on as early as 1080, others as late as 1170. ' See Joseph Bédier g”’

- (trans.), La Chanson de Roland {Paris: L'Edition D'Art, 1927), pp.
~For a detailed discussion of the various manuscripts and theorles

- surrounding .their date and source, see a]so Gerard Mo1gnet La Chanson de""

B P : Cros]and dates it at 1130; Hatem c1a1ms that it was wr1tten dur1ng

or short]y after the siege of Antioch, definitely prior to 1100. Neither

. date js substantiated. Seesd. Cros]and Medieval French Literature -

"(Oxford: Blackwell, 1956), p. 209. Cf. Anouar Hatem, Les Poemes Ep1que$,"7

" des Croisades (Geneva: S]atk1ne, 1973), pp. 117-124. Cf Robert Francis

- Cook and,Larry S. Cr1st. Le Deux1eme Cycle de la Croisade - (Geneva Droz,‘ o

©o1972) . 79,

A4, See Pau11n Par1s, La Chanson-d’ Ant1oche (GeneVa Slatk1ne; 1969)

~x1v. _Hereafter. cited as Paulip.Paris. Paris noted that Richard may have
- .been a jongleur accompany1ng e Count such formed part of the armies of
_ crusading barons much as did priests ‘and chaplains. - Cf. U.T. Holmes Jr. .

A History of 01d French L1terature from the .Origins to. 1300 (New York:
“Crofts and Company, 193/7), 121 123.. Ct. Hatem, 'p. 246, p. 349.
“Hatem here also believes that "1'histoire poetique de la Cro1sade est nee
- au camp meme des Croisés", but sees " R1chard as s1mp1y a devout pilgrim .
:'fo]10w1ng the anmy . ‘ .

‘zq
P U

5. See Cook and Crist, p. 79. %'

’ 1

C 6. H Pigeonneau, Le Cyc]e de la Cro1i%de ‘6t la Fam111e de Bou1llon
(St Cloud: Berlin, T877),7p. T5. Y ZAETTIENE .

ot 7
he

¥ 4]

7.f Pau11n Par1s, p x1v ' T': 1 ', 4§5‘f‘ R .

8. Cros]and 01d Erench Ep1c p. 30 ,rDe R1quer c1a1ms that w1111am'
pecafe a.monk in 804 at the encourageyént of a close friend, the Monk .
Benoit,; -and places his death-at Gedligge in 812. See de R1quer, PP.-
- 129- 130 ‘De Riquer sees William as Bhe legendary equivalent of Sa1nt_
. Guillaume d'Aquitaine {or alternat“dny, de Toulouse), whose day is

- celebrated by the Church on May 28.. - | RIS P

ﬁ': 9. See de. R1Quer, pp 130-13 fﬁ'

'TJO See Nancy V. Isley (ed. 3/' a Changyn de W111ame (Chape] H111
Un1vers1ty of North Caro]1yﬁL ]952) p. v111




IRREER | PO There is some confus1on and no 11tt1e controversy on the authorsh1p

- of the Chétifs. Some scholars believe Richard to-have been the author,
~others claim Gra1ndor de Douai to be the: or1g1na1 author, while yet

others feel that & third unknown- party may have penned the or1g1na1 ‘See

Cook and Crist, pp 78-79 Cf Ho]mes, PP- %fz -123. :

12, Holmes ca]ls the who]e of the Chet1fs 'pure 1mag1nat1on C]aude
- Cahen feels. certain’ that it has a real historical basis, a]thoqgh none
has. been established. "Harpin de Bourges is the only hlstor1ca1]y known-.
_ 1nd1v1dua1 in the song See Claude.Cahen, "Le Premier Cyc]e de la

Croisade” .in Le Moyen Ag LXIT1 (1957), 321 328 :

13, The Chet1fs, because of 1ntenna1 chrono]ogy in the stor1es, is often
inserted between-the Antioche and”the Jérusalem in the cycle designation, -
even though it is evident that {t was the last of the three -to be '
composed. - See Cook and Cr1st p. 78 R A

14.  The name a]so appears as Renax _ Nothingimoré'of the man is.
known. See' Pigeonneau, p. 15. ‘ Lo o '

'»f.15v_ See Hoimes, pp.. 125-126.  The: story te]]s of how the fa1ry E11oxe

V'gave birth to six sons and a daughter. - The sons gre turped :into swans by I

-a-wicked sorceress. .The daughter, who was not’ transformed, eventua]]y
manages to have all but one-swan restored to human form, and this last
- swan accompanies one. of the brothers from that time forth. This brother
became known as Le Cheva11er au Cygne -or: the. Swan Kn1ght Godfrey )

A : L
- 16. See Cros]and Med1eva1 Frénch L1terature pp 209 210

VA :See Pau11n Par1s, p.‘liv.

o 18. ’Ho]mes, p.>128.ﬂv'

- - Ambroise .cannot be a trans]ation from the Itinerarium; second,. the -

-419‘ Although the poem appears to be ‘an eyew1tness account, some’ scholars
hold that it is not. Evidence indicates that it is perhaps a ‘second- hand
~actount based directly on the account of.one who had seen the events
described. The extant manuscr1pt follows the "original” so closely and
'was apparently written so soon after the Crusade that it possesses
considerable value that is only s11ght1y inferior to that of a first-hand
- account. See Ambroise (editor: John L. LaMonte; translator: Merton :
- Jerome. Hubert), The Crusade of Richiard Lion-Heart (New York: Octagon,
©1976), pp. 3-4. “Hereafter cited as Ambroise (LaMonte and Hubert).
“,LaMonte and Hubert also point out that a Latin chronicle, non- versified
~entitled Itinerarium Regis RlcardiQ exists, ‘and is c]ose1y paralleled by
- the Estoire de Ta Guerre Sainte -- so. closely paralleled that shere is
undeniably some sort of connection between the two. See the discussion
from the above work, pp. 4-18, which concludes: “"first, the poem of

Itinerarium cannot be a trans1at10n from AmEro?se. Yet the two books a.



obv1ous]y and unden1ab]y re]ated in some- fash1on 10) The
discussion-concludes with the hypothesis of an- or1g1na1 source,":

probably 1n French and prose form, that is now lost, from which both
‘works weré drawn. For further dlscuss1on of this, see also Edward Noble .
Stone (trans.), Three 01d French Chronicles of the. Crusades GSeatt]e
’“Un1vers1ty of wash1ngton 1939) P vii. . ,

20. -See the d1scu551on in the fo]1ow1ng chapter for an example of thls
human 1nterest T oo :
Y

B Zl.vambroise,(Lémonte and Hubert),,o. 21.

22. Bédier,p. 2. - N

'23.' Louis Brandin (ed. ), La Chanson deSpremont,(Paris: CnampiOn, 19199,
Pp- ]87 oL T - - R AL
‘24.' Martin de Riquer (trans. I C]uzeT), Les Chanson$ de Geste Frangéiees’
(Par1s Nizet, 1957), p. 209 - T

25. - Paulin Par1s dated the compos1tlon of Le Pe1er1nage de Charlemqg;e
from the early twelfth century, and possibly from the third quarter of. .
" the eleventh century; in any case, contemporary, with the era- of the F1rst
“ Crusade. Gaston Paris stated only. that it dates from the twelfth
century, with no spec1f1cs attempted 6r implied. Professor Theodor = <
- Heinerman placed the date of composition at 1150. Horrent made no claims
" as to the date of the poem, but admitted that a def1n1te fixatiom of the &
date of - compos1t1on of the poem would have to be made in-order to
estab]1sh any. connect1ons;between the events in the poem and actual _
crusade (post- 1096) events. See Gaston Paris, "La Chanson du Pélerinage
de Charlemagne" in Romania, IX (1880), 1-50. Cf. Jules Horrent, Le
Pélerinage de Char]ema ne (Paris: Société d'Edition "Les Belles’ Lettres ,

» PP. . aul Aebischer, Le Voyage de Char]emagne a
1’Jerusa1em et a Constant1nop1e (Geneva‘ Droz, 1965},

A th1rteenth -century: manuscrlpt was used by Francisque M1che1 to produce l

* an edition of the poem in 1836. Since 1879, this manuscript. has been

- lost, stolen, or otherwise mislaid, an unfortunate circumgtance:
curta111ng the work of establ1sh1ng the date of the poem ®hich its a

~necessity for establishing any historical fact which the work may . = =

contain. ‘Although Char]emagne never attempted either a pilgriiiage or a. :
crusade to the Holy Land, the Pélerinage should not be considered as.pure -
« - fiction. See Madeleine Tvssens {trans.), Le Voyage de Charlemagne & '

~ Jerusalem et a Constant1nop1e (Gand: Ed1t1onsf§c1entﬁ*ques, 1978), p. v,

“-Tor a full discussion. CfT. Jean-Louis G. Picherit (Ed ‘and trans. ), The

- Journey of Chariemagne to Jerusalem and Constantinople (B1nn1ngham Ala:

- Summa, 1984), p. vii. Picherit here indicates that the poem has been
dated from as-early as the second half of the eleventh century to as late
as the second half of the thirteenth century SRR —
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L 26 ?’See the d1scu5510n in the chaRFer fo]1ow1ng for examples of th]S

J.IC-lev1ty

.<"-

27:’ Norman Cohn, The Pursu1t of ghe M111en1um (New York Oxford ]976); |

p' 72- - s . . . . ¥ . ) N . J !

8. Gastqn Par1s, ‘La Chanson du Pe]er1nage de Charlemagne in Roman1a,

IX (1880), Paris. here_offers an extens1ve d1scuss1on on the Tegend

of the tr1p as a: who]e

. ¥
4 K

29. A]ternate spe111ngs of the name are’ “ﬁu11hem and “Gu11e1me  This

- poem_has ‘also been known' as the Canso de 1a Crozada. Another poem of

'C32;,;La1s§e.5,.]1nes.23~24, p: 1 .il‘f o

3. PpLxii-xive

lesser Jmportance but bearing the same name.1s attributed to one Peire.
Cardenal.” This poem i5 hostile in attitude both: towards’ the crusaders_

' and the French monarchy of the t1me See Mart1n de’ R1quer, p. 285.

'30 See Eu?ene Martln Chabot (trans ) La Chanson de La Croisade
- .A]bgge01s s

y,‘31 La1Sse 2, 11nes 1- 3, p. 8.

Par1s BeJ]es Lettres, 1960) pp vevio
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V. THE POEMS AS HISTORICAL SOURCES'

. o

FAC?UAL INFORMATION%I& THE’PQ§M3<”’
. . . © t:: ‘¢ . "’\, . N - v

. i".,
&

B Many of the poems d1scussed in th1s study contain h1stor1ca1_

o 1nformat1on not found in the hlstor1ca1 chron1a1es, ‘or 1nformat10n that

y  La Chanson d'Antioche

e]uc1dates po1nts found Fn ‘the chron1c1es Those crusade theme poems ‘

that ho]d such 1nformat1on shou]d be regarded a]be1t cauttously,

sources‘of hlstor1ca1 1nformat1on .on crusades, the crusade 1dea the

_cond1t1ons of the llfe of crusaders and on the menta11ty of the peop]e

1nv01ved in thercrusade movement,pboth 1n;the East and the West. .

) _ : v i
Of the poems 1nc1uded in Le Premier Cyc1e de la’ Cro1sade dealwng

. w1th“the First: and Second Crusades, on1y La Chanson d' Ant1oche and La

W

Chanson de'JerusaT an be termed "hlstor1ca1" poems in the sense that

‘audlence for what was to fo11ow

they conta:n factua1 h1stor1ca] mater1a1 _ Of these the former far

)

zoutstr1ps the 1atter 1n both amount and accuracy of h1stor1ca1 fact

It 1s not unt11 wel] 1nto the Ant1oche that the poem prov1des

substant1a1 h1stor1ca1 1nterest Thg f1rst severa] hundred 11nes of the;

‘ poem were used by the author to make’ h1s 1ntroduct1on and to prepare the g

.'\v_

It is noteworthy that the author Richard, indicates that.Bohemond,—

3
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Tancred and the other 1eaders summoned to C]ermbnt were f1rst urged to .

A
depart on crusade by Ph111ppe K1ng of France‘ :

J“

S

Bt 11 bons r01s Phe]1pes en est en p1es 1eves,
; "D1st a Pieron:l'ermite: "Est-ce dont verités
. Que Pavien ont nos gens desconfis et matés?,
Ma i av01tr11 tant de chevaliers-membrés."
S aslSipe, ce- respont Pieres, "par Dieu de maJestes, g
CTUUNERR A baron né-prince, mon ensciant remes. SR
~ "Que“Paien n"afent tows ocis né afolés;
MEt:bien. trente milliers ®n ont pris et menes
by - "0% mande 1' apdsto1es qué vous les secoures,
g Et ]es sa1nt yrai. sepilcre de Paiens delivres. oo
"Et qui morra ‘pour Dieu i1 sera couronés; . o LN
~"E1 ciel avog les anges sera ses lis parés.’ ' E
. --"Ha Diex'™'ce dist le'rois,-"t'en soies aoresi"
.. D1st a] conte Huon: "Bjaus fréres, vos irés."!’

‘ _No chron1c1e conf1rms th1s pro- act1ve ro]e p]ayed by Ph1]1ppe most }

2. He 1ater~came to be- .

L T

”:1nd1cate on]y that he was present at- C]ermont
regarded fa]se1y as the organ1zer of the events f0110w1ng the Counc1l
.n'of Clermont wh1ch is un11ke1y g10en hfs excommun1cat1on for b1gamy in:
1094 and a re excommun1cat1on at C]ermont 1n 1095 3 Ph111ppe d1d

preSIde over a counc11 of Frank1sh barons he1d 1n Par1s, shortly after )
. a . ,c, ‘ .

' o'the assemb]y at C]ermont The author of the Ant1oche portrays Ph111ppe

R

. as p]aylng a much more central ro1e 1n the 1n1t1a1 exhortat1ons to
-vcmwwe H'.F'?. o | _ .
Arr1v1ng at Constant1nop1e after an ardous Journey, the crusaders_ftr
”ap1tched camp outs1de ‘the c1ty walls. Of the chron1c1ers,vFu1cher de a°
'Chartres, a chapla1n of Ba]dw1n I. who wrote :‘heﬁord of the First Crusade

ent1t1ed H1stor1a H1eroso1ym1tana attr1butes the1r exc]usﬁon from the

: c1ty to d:strust by the Emperor, who did not want to have too many

crusaders in the c1ty at any one t1me.4‘ The anonymous author of the ‘



. ‘L

o chron1c1e t1t1ed Gesta Francorum et A11orum H1eroso]ym1tanorum, revea11ng

. h1s 1ntense d1s]1ke of the Greeks,vattr1buted it to the perf1d1ous :

charaoter of the Emperor. "5 The Ant1oche states that 1t was s1mp1y a

b matter of there be1ng 1nsuff1c1ent 1odg1ng in the c.ty

Dedens Constantinoble fu molt 9rans 1§ barnes
- De France et de Borgo1gne et d estranges ‘regneés.
4 . Lele nuit les conroie Estatins 1 Esnases,
: ‘Drus fu 1'empereor et-de sa seror nés. ‘

Tant i a des barons venus et assamblés

‘Ne porent“herbreg1er dedens les. fremetés,

Ains. ont tendu defors et pave]]ons et trés;
Estatins lor- envo1e et car et vin et blés
Et_le fuere et 1 avaine et 1es pa1ns bu]etes 6

G1ven the size of the western army,7 itris-like]y that41odging‘

w1th1n the c1ty wou]d not have been adequate as R1chard noted The" ’

‘1og1st1cs of feed1ng both the human and an1ma] contlngents wou]d have

‘been s1mp1er with the’ anny outs1de the c1ty rather than 1ns1de. It 1s

: doubtful that the crusaders had any des1gns on the c1ty 1tse1f but the :

Emperor had not. yet extracted an oath of al]eg1ance from them and the

'v-suburbs of the c1ty had ear]1er suffered from ra1ds by the fo1]owers of

fPeter the Herm1t 8 Fu]cher s account comp]ements that of the Ant1oche,-,

'the fact that he was persona]]y present 1ends some cred1b111ty to his :

.vers1on of the matter

9

R1chard s account of the d1ff1cu1t1es enoountered by the crusaders on

. vthe1r march to N1cea is genera]]y corroborated by the chron1c1ers

R1chard prov1des some deta1ls hoﬁiy r, that surpass the co11ect1ve

: contr1but1ons of the chron1c1ers Jﬂhfter te111ng of the crusaders

4

- arr1v1ng at Ntcea and ]ay1ngvs1ege to the city, R1chard.prov1des.a

L3
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]engthy 11st of the names of over: f1fty/crusaders who were present 10 ~;'.'

[N .

.

|

: ;Of the chron1c1ers, Fu]cher hffers the/names of on]y 51x,]] as. does

,Iherusa]em,

’Raymond d AgQ1Ters, in h1s work ent1t1ed ﬂgstorva Francorum Qui Ceperunt :

12 13

the Gesta g1ves seven In comp111ng h1s 11st

however, R1chard the pi]gr}m was e1ther not fast1d1ous or was over]y : .

'_anx1ous to 1nc1ude the names of all who eventua]ly part1c1pated, a]though

“vRobert de Normand1e and Et1enne de Blo1s whose names appear in. the 11st

ﬁ1nc1udes them as though they had ‘been present a11 a]ong

. o

dil not arrive at N1cea unt11 some two weeks after. the core army, R1chard

14 v

On the march of the crusaders 1nto Asia Minor after hav1ng left 7

.'::37 R

Constant1nop1e, the Ant1oche 1s accurate 1n deta1ls,of geography and much "~

v

"more descr1pt1ve than the chron1c1ers, however ne1ther R1chard nor the

_ chron1c1ers offel‘many deta115 of nor reasons for theid1vision of the

: ’g1ves a v1v1d descr1pt1on of the Chr1st1an women who carr1ed fresh water‘

crusaders 1nto two separate arm1es At the Battle of Dory]aeum, Richard ‘

" to the batt]1ng crusaders

'3 r" - | Tot drait a miedi est 1i jors escaufes,

L. F
N, 2,

Li jors fu bels et c1ers et 11 so1aus 1eves, SN -

Li barnages ot 501; si est molt esgarés, . .
~ Molt desiroit de 1'aigue 1i cheva11ers Tangres
. Mestier lor ont eu celes-de Tor regnes, ‘ »
" Les dames, les puceles dont i1 i ot assés.’ -
] Quar eles se rebracent, s'ont. Tor dras jus Jetes.
S! aporterent de 1 algue Tes chevaliers menbrés..
: " :As pos, as escuieles et as vafsiaus dorés. .
- Quant ot but 1i barnages, si est resvig oreg
- Atant v1nt le secors qui- tant fu desires.



' On]y the Gesta corroborates th1s deta11 and Richard's Version.is more - .

comp]ete and 1nformat1ve 16 o : »', .

0f all accounts, ‘the Ant1oche offers the most conc1se and be]1evab1e :

'descr1pt1on of the events 1eadnng up to the tak1ng of Tarsus Tancred
lleaves the ma1n group first apparently on some sort of po]1t1ca1 m1SS1on

det Bohemond. Baldwin Teaves~after. ;' ':",’,

" Es vos autre compa1gne u sont de 1 ost sevre:
Pieron d'Estaenor-et Rainaltle menbré-
Et Bauduin de Burs ont avoec els mene L
~ Bauduin de Boloigne ont avoec els josté, '
V1nt 11 en son corage qu ira pres Tangre.17,

-~

The Gesta dep1cts Baldw1n and Tancred 1eav1ng together separat'

aﬁﬁken “Tancred takes Tarsus wh11e Ba]dw1n accord1ng to the Anti che,
\ .

' 1ose5 h1s way for four days, caus1ng great suffer1ng for h1s men. Both

the Antioche and the chron1c1ers tell of the hunger and th1rst suffered

by Ba]dw1n S arm1es in the1r march toward Tarsus, R1chard S account is ©

the.mpst descr1pt1ve‘ang c0mp1ete.

T De Bauduﬂn d1rons com a*esté ba11115
.7 Ne pain ne v1n ne car ne capon ne pertris’
"~ Ne truevent qu 'achater, 1i mang1ers est -faillis.
I1 ne set qu'il puist faire; ses messagiers a pr1s,
A Tangré le Puillant les a tantost tramis: - - .
) Por amor cel Segnor qui en la crois fu mis :
R 4 1 P B envo1st 1'aumosne, car de faim est soupr1s.
). : 'Et Tangrés 11 reSpont "Vo]ent1ers, non envis,_
De tant com en avons 17 ert par, mi partis.”
Quant Bauduins le voit s'en est molt esbaudis,.

s De Deu del ciel 1'en rent et graces et mercis. 18 _'

-~




139"

While Fu1Cher'dev0tes”on1y a'sma111paragraph'to Tancred and Baldwin - -
at, Tarsus,]9 the Gesta account is somewhat 1onger.20 The Antioche ST
devotes 75 11nes 1n three 1a1sses to the subJect and prOV1des much

1nformat1on not found 1n .the other accounts 2

T
":-

Both R1chard and 1he chron1c1ers te]l of Tagcred s departure towa rd -
fMam1stra the former'om1ts the deta11 that“ancred stopped f1rst at Adana _
and assisted in the tak1ng of the c1ty from the Turks. The Ant1oche |
a]one 1nd1cates that a::}v1ng at” Mam1stra Tancred found Bohemond and
fh1s army a]ready camped there (Throughout the poem the author revea]s
[h1s admlratron of Bohemond ) R1chard g1ves Bohemond a pre em1nent ro]e

in the s1ege of Mam1stra,,an 1mportant deta11 not found in. the chron1c1es

‘ _but one-that is plaus1b1e s1ncevTancred S army of_on]y O men would have -

found it difficult if notvimpossib]e to‘1ayVSiege to an entire city.2?
The deta1] and understand1ng of the event make 1t near]y certa1n tha

N
R1chard was an eyew1tness to the event 23 . _

- One of the most 1mportant contr1but1ons of the Antloche is’ 1ts

'descr1pt1on of the arguments and batt]es among the crusaders themse]ves,

':7-notab1y between Tancred and Ba]dw1n.‘ These deta11s are 1mportant because

’

v_they reveal that the mot1ves of the Chr1st1an 1eaders were not entire]y
a]tru1st1c : they sought pr1nc?pa11t1es and k1ngdoms of their own, and i'.‘:'

.Aawere not a]waysrw1111ng to undte for the common good of Chr1stendom

” A1though fhe chron1c1es a]] conta1n some d1scuss1on of the cha]]énbes

"1and quarre]s between Tancred and Ba1dw1n, those found 1n the. Ant1oche are;d
.superlor in number, deta11 and content. An unriva11ed account of an
‘argument and an eventua1 reconci]1at1on, 1n the Antioche demonstrates

. v -

the po1nt.
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~Ricars e vo1t 1i pr1nces,_s en ape1a Tangre: S s
~ “Veés la Bauduins qui a grant tort vos hé, ' '
. Semonés vos .barons, cels qui- sant vo prive, =
“A lui nos combatons com vasa¥ aduré.
'--Molt volentiers; ciers sire, quant le'm' aves 1oe
~"Dont fait soner un-graille, si home sont arme.
* .Quant ‘Bauduins le voit forment 1'en-a pese.
A Tangré envoia et se 1i.a mande
Por Dex et por p1t1e por. sa1nte carité.
~ - Que il Te laist en pais, 511 1'en ‘sara bo1n gre
LEt Tangres respondiy, "Ja n'ert acreante. .
Les mesagiers encace ariere dusc'al-tré. . S
Quant Bauduins ce voit, si a’un co® soné, ' C
Dont coururent as armes. 1i.baron alose. .
Baudu1ns-va1t ‘devant, son olberc endossé,
$'a le hante brandie, le frain abandonné,
Et fiert un cheva11er sor son escu listé
Del bon espiel trencant, qu 11 1'a jus cravente.q
Et quant 1i Tangré v1rent qu'il a ensi Joste,
- I1 sevent bien.de fi qu ‘i1 ne 1! a pas gree.
I1 11 tornent les dos, tos rengie et serré,,
Bauduins les encauce desci.que el fossé,
o XTiid. Cheva11er i sont dgsafeutre. R
- - Puis a traite 1'espee qu»y:ﬁ Te puing ‘doré,
W . . Et'vint as chevaliers, tdt sont desbarete, -
R En .iii. 1ius se.sont et part1 et sevre,
L . ~Puis remet ens 1'espee, si's'en est retorne,_
o ‘Les Barons chevaliers a a Deu commanue.
' : Li compaignon Tangré 1'en ont araisoneé:
. "En la moie foi sire, mar avés encontré.
- Ce vos a fait deables qui vos a encante, -
.xiiii. chevalier i'furent malimené." R
Meismes Buiemons 1' en.a forment blasmé: v - . '
“fh ma foi, sire n1es -mar vi vostre fierte. ;.
. <‘ v"'Se 1i frere 1i duc m'eust or pris en“héd ’
- #.. " N'eusce ore vaillant un denier monneé;
: ' Car mandes Bauduin, si soiés racorde. '
--Sire, go dist 1i dus, a vostre volenté."
. Quatre .c. chevalier sont avoec lui ale,
-Tant- pr1ent Bauduin que i1 1'ont -amené.
- Tangreés r a]a encontre par grant hum111te,
Descaus p1es et en langes Tu a merci crié; &
-Volentier s'entrebaisent, si sont aseguré,?2 -

a
T

The.Antioche is particdlar]ija1uab1e'fo}'the graphic dethi]éfwhich . B

it offers on the conditions oﬁ-thé']ifé of the érusaders. As.an‘@xdmp1e;

thé»peop]e,SUffered terribly from hunger and thirst, to thé point that



somevwere driven to cahniba1ism Fu1eger of Chartres aoknowledged the

fact but g]ossed over 1t as qu1ck1y as posswb]e

M _ . : _...w‘

- Here our, men suffered from excessive hynéer
C I shudder to say that many of our men¢ terribly -
_ - tormentéd by the madness of starvat1on cut -

- pveces of f]esh from the buttocks of Saracens'
lying“there dead. These: pieces Phey cooked
and ate, shvagely devouring thé flesh while =
it was 1nsuff1c1ently roasted. In this way

. the bes1‘g§rs were harmed more than the S
C --bes1e§ed | 4 o
- A . L
D ..,’44"’}' ) . . @

M)

Raymond d’ ﬁgu1|ers a]so speaks br1ef1y of acts of cann1ba]1sm
‘4!1.

'assoc1ated w1thﬂthe fam1ne and the Gesta even more br1ef1y 26 The

 Antioche gvves_cons1derab1y more detail on the cond1t1ons:surround1ng the

_ " event, as welF as the attitude of both Frehks and Turks towards it:

v"\b

»

-, Crestien sont en 1'ost, moult i a grant cjeme;
N'ogent point de v1ta111e tot furen esgare'_
" Dans; Pieres 1j henn1tes-fu ens enmi son tre, )
Li rois Tafurs, i vint, avoec lui son barné,
. Plus en i ot de mil, tot sont de faim enf]e
‘,v'"S1re conse1]1es nos, por. salnte car1te
~ .Por voir morons de faim et de ca1t1vete
"Et respondi dans Pieres: "C'est par Vo 1asquete
Alés, prandeés ces Turs qui la sont par cel pre,
. Bon ierent a mangier s'il sont quit et sa]e
"Et dis 11 rois, Tafurs "Vos dites verité.'
. Del tré Pieron's'én torne, ses’ribals a mande
 Plus furent-de .x. mil quant furent assamblé,
. Les Turs ont escorciet, s'en ont Te quir osté,
En.1'eve et €] rost1er ont le car. quisine,
Aziez en ont mangiet, maise™pain n'ont gosté.
' cel furent paien durement e@freé; v
‘Por 1e flair de la car sont al mur acouté,
De .xx. mil paiens sont 1§ r1baut regardey R »
"K“11 n'i-aun seu] Turc qui"n'ait des iex plore,
De lor rant qu'il manjuent: ont grant dol demené
Ahi' Mahomet sire, com grande cruelté:

41
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Quar _prent de cels venjance-quj‘si t'ont vergonde,
‘Quapt i1 te gent manjuent, tot t'ont despersoné, -
Co ne sont pas Frangois, angois sont vif malfé.
Mahomes Tes maldie et lor crestienté: o '
Quar s'il le puent faire, tot sompes vedéondéi = "-qu

Or est 1i rois.Tafurs auques esvertués,
Et i1 et s compaigne dont i1 i ot asses;.
_Alor coutels qu'il ont trencans et afilés
o EScorgoient les Turs, aval parmi les pres;.
J\ - Vo1ant paiens, les ont par pieces deco]pes,
: . En 1'eve et es carbons les. ont bien quisines.
Volentiers les manJuent sans pain,- tos dessa]es, B
Et dis A uns a 1tautre: "Molt est cis savourés,
Mius vaut que cars. de porc-ne que bacons u]]es,
Dehés ait qui morra tant com en ait asseés.
Ricement se conroie 1i-rois et ses barnés.
Des Turs que i1 rostisent est grans 1i flairs monteés,
Par Te cit d'Anthioce en est 11 cris levées .
~Que 11 Francois manjuent-les Turs qu'il ont tués.
Paien montent as estres, grans en fu 1i p]entes,
Des paienes meismes est tos 1i murs rasés.
As fenestres plus hautes est Gars1ons ‘montés,
~ Et ses fils Sansadonies et ses n1es Ysores,
Bien i ot mil paiens que jovenes que barbes g ’
Garsions lor a dit: "Por Mohomet veés, .. _ S
Cil diable manjuent nos gens, or esgardés:2/.

The details offéred by the erm on the siege, battle, and subSeqUent"
taking qf Antioch offer infdrmétion‘supp]ementaﬁy to that .of the

chronic]es; and 1eave'11tt1evdoubt-that Richard's yivid'aCCOUnt was a
result of his presence at the scene. Once again, 4t is the detail on
‘conditions of crusading 1ife and warfare that is most imstructive:

Y

LW

“Ki veist no barons Anthioce cerkier,
Et ces paiens ocire et Tes membres trencier,
L'un par deseure 1'autre verser et trebuchler L
De sanc et de cerve]]e font: tos. lor brans soijllier, . = -
. Del sanc qui des cors.-tst furent grant 17 sentier. :
Mainte bele paienne veissiés esmaier .
'Et detordre lor poins et lor cevels sac1er, ‘
Mahon et Apo]11n rec1amer et proier, P
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K'i1 maldie Fran§o1s qui lor gent font irier:s o
“Grans dels est qu' en nos terres mainent cil avers1er'"
Sarrasin et paien s a]erent ra1o1er,’.
Bien furent .xxx. mil 1'estor commencier,
~ - Dont peussiés.veir un capleis molt fier, - .
Tante grosse anste fraindre et tant-escu percier, R
. . Et tant clavain desrompre; tant auberc desmaillier, = -~
A ot Et tant Sarrasin traire a'lor ars de corn1er SR
‘ : © De guivres et de dars et ferir et TJancier,
Et ces gavrelos traire et ruer et ficier,
L . - De maces, de plomees et ferir et ma1111er
~ Des mors et-'des navrés font 1e terre joncier.
La bataille dura trestor le: 30r ent1er,
Le soir et 1'endemain desci qu'a 1'anuitier,
Bien. poes d1re et croire, la ot grant destorbier. 28

-

In various minor ep1sodes throughout the poem, the. Ant1oche prov1des
}ig"_deta1ls that supplement or complement the chron1c1e account For B
: examp]e the Gesta is the only. account’ among the three chron1c1es that

1speaks of the Iron Br1dge or Pons Ferreus (Farreus) “which crossed_the

;‘Oron,es.rrver a short,dlstance north ea§t of Antioch. The best

, ‘ ap‘& _ L !
On ‘the thlrd day after we. entered the city

- Karbuqa S vanguard came  up before the walls, ..~ ..
for his main army was encamped at the Orontes<> '

bridge,. where it stormed one of the towers on_ R
_the br1dge and killed a11 the garr1son 1n 1t 29 E

The Antioche prov1dcs ’dd1t1ona] details: on the appearance and

<O,

construct1on of the br1dge 1tse1f

N

A grant Jo1eaceva1ce 1'0s. qu1 Dex neneie.
Desci c'al pont de Fer ne s 'aresterent mie, -
La cort une eve rade qui porte grant navie, L :‘ o
Li pons fu a arvol, fais par grant segnorie, -

As .ii. ciés a deus tors cascune: est bien garnie 30

)



fAlthough of re]at1ve1y m1nor s1gn1f1cance the d%¥%1] prov1ded is’ |

y o S ‘s

' enllghten1ng nonethe]ess SRR . »_4 o

In severa] 1nstances, the Ant1oche recounts events that are not
- reported in any of the chron1c1esx The fo110w1ng'account of: the death of

;J'Sansado1ne at the hands of Engerrand de Sa1nt Po] is one:

Quant vo1ent Te bata111e cascuns Frans S a1ra,,:' Q@ '
-1 cr1ent Sa1nt Sepucre baron, or i parra s
Jamais n'ara onor qui bien ne le f€ra,
A cascun otrions ‘gou que il conquerra,_
Molt ert bien des barons qui sor paiens ferra.'
_Engerrans de Saint Pol molt tost esperona, -
-Trestoute:le grant route de no” jent trespassa
Et le plus forte esciele des Turs ferir ala,
o , ‘L'espiel que i1 tenoit molt bijen i emploia:
Ty Tres dewant Garsion son neveu 1i tua. . . : -
o ' ~ “Ains que 1' esp1us brisast_.v. Turs en craventa, Lo
Puis-a traite 1° espee,. -del fuere le jeta, s
Bredalant cons1v1, la teste 1i coupa.
s Garsions d'Anthioce un fausart 1i lanca,
S Son ceval cons1v1, les flans-1i tresperca,
R j;'o Li destriers cai mdrs, Engerrans releva; -
e eIl a estgaint 1! espee et 1'ecu. enbraga, i .
. . Pdiens est corus seure, ainc nul n"en redouta, . .
Al brant d' ac1er forbi. moit grans cols lor dona;
"Mais se Jhesus n'en pense qui tot de mont forma,
- Trop est entre paiens, ja. ne retornera
Quant no baron le voient, saciés molt ]or pesa:
"Saint Sepucre" escrierent ef cascuns s' avanga
S Engerran ne ?eskeuent grant damage i ara.3

One may argue that wath no corroborat1ng accounts the.accuracy or

w

ex1stence of such events may be quest1oned partlcular]y 1n an art1st1c /

7account such as the Ant1oche, but- th1s may be countered by the argument

that w1thout ev1dence to the contrary, the account can reasonab]y be
.

o regarded as: fag;ua] w1th1n the 11m1ts of its source R



. Taken as a who]e La Chanson d' Knt1oche must be°regarded as a’ source

‘ r-of 1nformat1on on the events l;igjng up to and surround1ng the taklng of L
. 7 O Lo

: Ant1och by the western Crusad In many 1nstances, the Ant1oche .'

‘_' conf1rms the chrbn1c1e accounts, 1n many others, 1t surpasses them :O:efj~*:ﬁ B

‘p'can on]y conclude that R1chard the P1lgr1m author of the Ant1oche was
present dur1ng most 1f not all of the events wh1ch he descr1bes in the
poem, and that the poem 1tse1f 1s va]uab]e as a source of h1st0r1ca1

o information. = AEERE .‘-s-‘.f.? : RO

La‘Chanson de Jérusalbm

. ’% i
.' » . : RN -

La Chanson de- Jerusa.cm 15 c]ear]y mode]]ed on the Ant1oche and

Kl

purports to be a cont1nuat1on of 1t even. thohgh it appears to- have been

S )

3j‘ﬂwr1tten some th1rty years after theAntmche,v32 ,The,poem is grounded»
in'fact””but presents_neither'the~amountvnor accuracy of defail that the

LT v PO . P . . i -

Ant1oche presents.

.

' The goal of the Jerusa1em is to recount the events between the
, g . =
- arr1va1 of the crusaders at Jerusa]em and the v1ctory at Asca]on over thb 9
'Egypt1an troops of £l Afdal. ThlS 1t accompllshes 1n the ma1n“§#t does
;fso in a h1gh]y 1egendary fash1on w1th feeb]e t1es to the h1story of -

vevents as the chronwc]es portray them15 Nowhere does the*'oem surpass ‘the .- "

,chron1cle accounts 1n h1stor1ca1 fact on1y in 1ts v15‘
~-‘;the geography traversed-by the crusaders does the poem provide -
-.Suppiementary deta11 The comprehens1ve and correctly deta11ed L

!ﬁ'descr1pt1on of geograph1ca1 features demonstrates the fam111ar1ty of the’




’:of'the-pdem'notwfthstanding' For’exampTE 'the~aufhor of the poém‘knéw‘

“very we]] the geography of the CIty of Jerusa]em and area In One

1nstance Peter the Herm1t 1eads the Frank1sh kn1ghts to a po1nt outs1de

&Jthe c1ty to show them p1aces assoc1ated w1th events‘Th the life of Chr1st

R
& .
: Dans Perres i Herm1tes sor.son asne monta
i lkes barons et les princes ayoe: Jui enmena,
" Et-.le riche barnage, qué Dex mult honera, B :
- Et desor-Josaphas le grant tertre puia. L A
" Jherusalem la ville sorvit et esgarda; o :
~ “As barons et as pr1nces le dist et-devisa:
_"Dedens le sainte. vile, b1ax Seignors, fu jo Ja
"yés. 1a mont Olivete, 1a ou Dex demanda - :
;"L asnesse et le faon et on 1i amena.
“Veés la portes’ q1res, par ou- ‘Jhesus entra‘
e "Dedens le sainté vile, et on 1i despo111a o
o T UER levair. et e grﬁs et i1 desor monta. R
- e "L enfant as Juis grans torbes i ala; S - -
“Ens en mileu desérues, sternebant in via S
o '“Les rains des. o1ﬁv1ers et de ramis palma. \
- - "La chités fu. plg@ﬁns, 1a terre s1 ploia
- % "Sos Tespiés Jhesu Crist, ainc puis.ne redrecha

::,,#”h:"‘;_, - ‘"Vees la-le.grégoire, 1a on-le plaidoia,

Ou Judas }g vendi quand de ]u1 se sevra. -
o x>v<,. deﬁwrs em - pmst ainc plus n'en demanda
-.-"Et veé$ Aa 1"estaque, 13 ou on le lia, = - .
- "Et le J@u ensemeént, 13 on le .goloia: S
S "Ve@'s monte La]va1re, 1a ou on Te guia,
A , "Ban@h; a icel:jor qu'on:le crucefia,
* - "Qulkit Longis son costé de 1a lance nercha,
. ;;ﬁ; 11 sans ‘en corut de si.qu'en Golgota.
9 Yeps 1d Te sepulcre ou Jdseph la posa;
v L1 Jent1ex soldoihiers son seignor. le rova:
A gl .vii. ans 1'avoit servi, ainc p]us ne demanda
‘ éﬁ‘”~ “'Che furent. grans soldees que 11 rois 1i dona.,
. .4¥ " "Vels 1ad le saint temple que Salemons fonda. o
G © "L3.grent 11 apostre, quant Dex les conforta, s
"Et i1 dist Pax vobis, -dont les enlumina. v e
“Vees la letanie ou:il les doctrina . o :
“De nonante-neuf Tanges que,il lor enseﬂgna
,"Vés 1a monte Syon, ilueques devia
“Le-mere Jhesu Crist, quant del siecle. passa
“Et vés chi Josaphas, Ja ou-onla porta,'
~ "Si est la sepolture, 1a-ou on la posa. .
“or depr1ons 1a Dame, si come ‘Dex 1 ama :

o
o

N



. 3 G - - 47
- : P
J . h : o Lo L ; . L
‘ oL T
P E Quantvses beneo1s angles el ch1e1 la convo1a Ll een?
T i,"Nos pech1es nos pardq1nst 14 rois qui tot cr1a, ' g\v e
oo Tk "Les grans et les petis com chascuns fa1s les g
_ ‘ - L (1] 3
S S Amen Dex s1re Pere _ chascun d! ax s escr1a

- ,”’/v : A.A-, . : 'r- T o

‘ . - B [ w*e - ) = . . e Y .‘ | v

! Certa1n1y;the Gospe] accounts 1nc1udg many of these detalls but thé # :

&

,"understand1ng shown by the author of the var1ous p1aces rn relat1on to B
. £

-.each other and of the events wh1ch took\p]ace at each cou]d not have been'

EE

’Agleaned ént1re1y from the scr1ptures: ’ ~vij, A

s

The Jerusa]em Hs perhaps most. noteworthy for 1ts breadth of -

4

: d1scu5510n on the ro]eaof women in the crusade effort Ear]y 16 the

r,oen : e

' ‘:_zpoem the author notes that wom&n carr1ed water to refresh the crusaders

© T
. . o \ - o . : B
i he SN ;\ . . \ . ‘ ‘ . .l:.
or chevalcent ensanble et Francho1s et Pu1]1ant Ty
Les lances sor.les feutres, lor gonfanons pendant ' ' -y///

- Et 14 cheval aloient moult grant fierté menant.
-Lés tentes et lesdtref remanoient seéant. :
S'esgardent 11 maTade qui i sont moult dolant;

Les’ dames portent‘i 1aue que Franc vont des1rrant 34

B ' 4/‘1' : . .
The part1c1pat1on of the women, however~ wgs not 11m1ted to tasks ’

such as carry1ng water

[ . - ,- [
. : .

Moult fu grans 11 assaus et ru1ste 1 enva1e, VRS
~ Et-defors et dedens muerent a grant' haschie. -+ "7 .
Les dames i estoient,. cascune. rebrachie; . -~ T T
" Ainc n'i ot une’ seule n'ait sa robe escorchie; .- . =~ .o -
Cascune portalt eue; che fu moult grans voisdie; =~ - .
- oo Et tote i-ot-de preres avant. sa mance enpl1e, L
BTSN _ Cascune i son pooir a haute vois s'escrie:’ SRR
3 ~ . "Qui mestier a de boire, -por’ Deu si_Te nos die. R
'1"V01ent1ers en aura el non sainte Marie; L
"Or desfende ‘cascuns et son cors et sa vie:

. “Cil qui bien le fera, s'ert €n la conpaignie = . 7[:*'3 [(I
"E1 cjel avoec les angles -en grdurable vie: -~ . " -
“I110ec aura cascuns sa pensée acompliei” ' . - L

“E- Dex. cele 3arole fist no gent rehaitie,

¢
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S°1nt Sepucre escr1erent haut a une bondxe
. Ainc desci -au fossé n'i ot resne sachie;
 Plus de .m. en.i salent efsamble a_une‘h1ef35

Nh11e reJo1c1ng over a v1ctory and 1ament1ng fa]]en comrades, the

'_ women. of the camp m1ngled and,part1c1pated fu11y

L3 oissiés te] Jo1e, te1 noise et tel temp1er
Et/ de pitie p1orer tant vaillant chevalier,
Et tante damoisele, tante franche moillier, (
“Maint pr1nche et maint baron par dolchor lermiier;
"~ Dont veissiés le duc eStraindre et enbrachier .
E1 col et en l1a_fache soventes fois baisier.
~ Les dames o1sswes soventes fois huchier:
"Sire Dex. or avons auques no desirrier. o
v :Ahl Jherusalem. tant faites @ proisjert - . = . |
- "Damledex nos i doinst encore herberg1er, ' G ;
"Si comvi puist son cors sacrer et prinseignier, .. ‘
. "Et-1e son saint sepulcre faire bel netiier;
' -"51 ferons nos encor, se Dex velt cex a1d1er,
"Qui ont le mer passee por le son cors vengier.
“Tos Jors aurions les.cuers a vos servir ent}gr !
He Dex. cest parole fist no gent renha1t1er.

Certainly the chronicTers speak periodically of-Women‘succortng wounded
crusaders or even, at t1mes, engag1ng in sk1rm1shes at the s1de of the1r
‘ma]e counterparts, ‘but-no account is as deta11ed nor as extens1ve 1n th1s

"regard as is the Jerusa]em

LR

La. Chanson de Jerusa]em is rep]ete w1th accounts of fabu]ous events

_for wh1ch there 1s no corroborat1ng ev1dence in the chronicles or.

'elsewhére. This fact detracts somewhat from the reT'abf11ty of the po
~as a source even though some of the accounts cou]d be accepted at face
‘ va&ye and Judged on their own mer1ts The presence of many legendary

accounts and descr1pt1ons of unsubstant1ated supernatura] events can on1y

lead to thp conclus1on that the Jerusa]em represents the oy,
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"viewpoingf

‘,&:“.;,, s

Tegend of crus“e as 1t ex1sted 1n the m1nds of the Franco Syr1ans some

four or,f1ve decades after the events wh1ch the poem descrlbes

Th1s is not to 1mp1y that the 1nc1us1on of Tegendary and supernaturaT o

accounts automat1ca11y renders a story non h1stor1ca1, tndeed the

:}chron1c1ers on whom we reTy for our bas1c know]edge of the Crusades a]T o

cite 1nstances of supernatura] 1ntervent1on or other wor]d]y reve]at1ons

"wh1¢h ass1st 1n the cause. These are whoTTy acceptab]e by med1eva1 o

'bvstandards and recogn1zed by modern hT§tor1ans as 1nd1cat1ve of the ’

K2

'co]Tect1ve menta11ty of the peopTe of the t1me

The Jerusa]em, based on h1stor1ca1 events, contv1butes 1ns1ghts 1nto _

"fthe cond1t1ons of crusade and the 11ves of crusaders, both ma]e and -

fema]e The poem T1kew1se offers 1ns1ghts 1nto how the Franco Syr1ans

"'v1ewed themselves and the crusade movement even though much of that

i o
s ,_.1sted of the Tegend of crusade wh1ch deveToped after the L

'-.fact of crusade ‘As ‘a source of accurate h1stor1ca1 fact however, the

Jerusa]em is to be treated w1th caution

Other Poems-of Le Premier Cycle de la Croisade .
| )\

The rema1nder of the: poems of Le Premier CycTe de la Croisade hon

. Q

T1tt1e value in terms of str1ct hwstor1ca1 verac1ty, aTthough the1r vaTue_vv; '

A d

1n terms of 1ns1ghts 1nto the Franco Syrtan mind is. comparab]e to- that ofa"

the Jerusa]em Le Cheva]1er au Cygne and La’ Chanson de Godefroi de )

',Bou1110n were composed before the Th1rd Crusade by GraTndor de Douai , and33 f,;

_were Tater 1nter m1xed w1th the h1story and legends of the "famfl]e de

Bou1TTon by trouveres from northern France A f1na1 version was. -



] -
; T 10’»,
%-, ‘
; -y ’."‘ ’?%
. g e ’ '
undertaken by a Bou1110na1s trouvere at the end of the twelfth or the :

s

s,b

......

*beg1nn1ng of the th1rteenth century Th1s rev1ser attempted to make the

£

"‘]egendary fit 1nto the fam17y hvstory a 11tt1e more t1ght1y, w1th the

effect of a]tering substant1a11y any pure]y h1stor1ca1 deta11s that may

-:have been or1g1na1 to the: poems o La Chanson des Chetifs, as near]y as

can be d1scerned, 1s the pure 1nvention of - the 1mag1nat1on of a trouvere,

and fol]ows no known h1stor1ca1 account\ The poem was 1nserted in the B

.:u Cyc1e between the Cheva11er au ngne and La Chanson de Godefro1 dejih

A e 3 : . . .
Bouillon. 37 o ‘~'“”?T B B

l

“Estoire de 1a Guerre Sa1nte S : S PR

RS -

The Esto1re de 1a Guerre Sa1nte 1s one of on]y two contemporary
r

‘ western h1stor1es of the Th1rd Crusade and is the o]dest h1stor1ca] work :

n'1n the French ]anguage on the subJect The second is.a non-rhymed
' -

anonymous chronlcle entlt]ed It1nerar1um Peregr1norum Et besta Reg1s b

R1card1 (often referred to as It1nerar1um Reg1s R1card1) but it is

“'_overshadowed by the- Esto1re in both length and content 38 Much of our_ -

- know]edge of the Thgrd Crusade comes from the poem R1chard
"Coeur-de-L1on took}the cross 1n November of 1137 Ambro1se completed the
h;poemy1n 1195 or 1196, apparent]y hav1ng accompan1ed R1chard for-the 1“' t §
}duratwon of ‘the. campa1gn ’ _ | o » ;

As no contemporary accounts of equa] magnwtude ex1st with. wh1ch
‘c0mpar1sons can be made, one can proceed on”the tentat1ve assumpt1on that fi
the: 1nfonmat1on conta1ned 1n ‘the poem is accurate and trustworthy ;An.nvf o

: examinatjonlbf the 1nterna1.integr1ty of the poem,‘w]thea gpew'tOy
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- 'demonstrat1ng the care that Ambr01se took 1n h1s work

_—

'th1s work1ng assumpt1on

, descr1bes

Ambron se was present at and an eyem tness to’ my/’the events he

' V‘buwlt by the P1sans, and the defenCe by the;Saracens of" the Tower of

: F11es wn' ch uas s1tuated 1n the mlddlé Of the harbour of Acre

U Li Pisanqui en j" of esteint
~E gent qui de la rSaveient -
- Firent.un chastel sur.

. E deus eschieles granz e liees;
"Toz lor veissels de cuir covr1rent

gualees

E del chastel autretel f1rent

° ~La tur des Mosches asiegerent"

E muit i -trestrent e lancerent.

».Cil de 1a: tur se defendoient -
";S1 bien que mult thier se vendo1ent,

E des gualees.de la vile |

'S'en issi hors plus de deus mile
‘Sarazin guarni de bataille = :
Por-aidier a 1'autre chenaille; -
 Mais-i1 traioient e langouent
© .E de granz p1erres Tor. jetowent,
.. Granz e pesanz, ars aguz;
" . Brusoient lances.« escuz. A

Quant cil del chastel assa111o1ent
C11 a defendre ne faillouent.

~La veissiez bien noz genz traire L
. E meint bel trait sor les murs traire;
‘La veissiex pilez pluveir o

E Turs mucier-par estoveir; L

La veissiez proz genz osees

.E assaillir par reposees. .
Les eschieles furent dreciees

Contre:la tur e adresc1ees L
A grant force e a granz mesqh1efs

Car 1'en jetoit desor les chiefs

As cristiens quis’'i dresqo ent
Grandismes fustz que il: 1a§gouent

- Quf 11 n'alotiefit as coardant
- E s'en retornerent a tant

~ Tant que le chastel alumerent,

E ¢cil s'en vindrent Jus qui i erent

E Jetent feu grezeis ardant

51

1érgeiy_pears;out 1_'5‘

Note the v1v1d descr1pt10n of éhe 1ntr1cate f]oat1ng towers .



0Ma1s mult ot ainz en 1et‘:r e, .
“Grant gWaive de gent sardzine. !
Lichastels fud.ars erralment.”

E les eschieils ensement

~ . E 11 vessiel qui les porterent, - =
- Dont 1i"Turc se reconfortérent; . =
~ Et quant i1 viregt/ la. ‘desfaute

- Lows ecrierent atwdiz haute

'E huerent & geot ha1e

&

L'ost qui a Deu fert en aie. 39 |

o

Ambro1se S deta11ed descr1pt1ons appear throughout the poem and are.

not ]1m1ted to events of: maJor s1gn1f1cance

amus1ng)

Ambro1se 1nc1udes p

- descr1pt10ns of many events wh1ph he s1mp]y found 1nterest1ng (and

exemp11f1ed by the fo110w1ng account of a sneak attack by a

Turk Uponva Chr];fjan kn1ght'who was attendtng to_a call of - nature,

: E p]usors choses avene1ent

11 avint que hors des- fossez -"5

“S'ijert uns chevalers adossez’

Un jor a faire sa ‘besoigne, ~ .

CSi com il a.chescun bésoj e

Issi com i1 1ert .abeissie
E a sa beso1gne aals1ez,

‘Des Turs qui erent en 1'anguarde,

' .Dont cil ne se perneit. pas guarde,

S'en parti uns grant aleure;

- Si fu vilainie e laidure =

Qu'il velt al chevalier mal faire’
Tant com i1 ert en tel affaire.

11 aveit 1'anguarde esloignie

E veneit la lance esloignie ,
Al chevalier por lui oscire, ;
Quant c11 de 1'ast pristrert a dire:
“Fuiez, sire, fuiez, fuiez'"

Il se fud a pa1nes dresciez,

Neporquant en p1ez se leva
E sa besoigne n'acheva.

Ci1 vint quant que chevals. pot. rendre,

Quil quida bien. a tere estendre,
Mais; merci Deu, i1 i failli, .-
Car a la traverse sailli;.

4
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. Eosi. pr1st en ses ma1ns deus p1erres- T : §ap,
+ - [0%€z com Deus.est dreiz vengieres): - - . . o '
- .7 . Sicom 1i Tuifs ot son tur felt
N A Por retofner a son forfe1t - R
S : E-1i chevalers 1'avisa, = - e
& ' Siliferi com il devisa, . o
' K Enz el venur com.il veneit, _
D'une des pieres qu'il tene1t
Desoz le chapel en. la’ temp]e _
Cil chai morz en“cel contemp]e
Li chevalier pr1st le cheval,
Si traist la reigne contre. val
Si vit cil quil me reconta
Que 1i. cheva]ers i -monta o
~ E s'en ala jusqu'a sa tente, S LT
Sil f%%? guarder en bone atente.40 Lo

. A second eramp]e of Ambro1se s 1nterest in the happen1ngs of everyday

~ life dep1cts heated arguments between a man and a woman wh1ch u1t1mate1y

requ1red roya] 1ntervent1on

Si av1nt un: Jor c' une fame,
" Que 1'en dist que aveithnon Ame, .
Portoit. par 1'ost son pain a vendre:
“Uns pe]er1ns .vit chaut e tendre’
Le pain, e si. en bargaigna, , : o
E Ta feme se desde1gna : IR d
Del fuer por -qu'il le requere1t SRR R . ,
- Si que par po1 que nel fereit, S -
~ Tant ert ele iruse e desvee. : I ; S
Eth vos 1a barate levee, IR '
E tant que 11 burgeis se sztrent IR T ‘\,
Le pelerin iloques pristrent, ‘ '
- il ‘batirent e chevelerent,
£ laidement le demenerent.
" Al rei Richard vint 1a clamor:
Ci1 tor requ1st pais e amor; .
" Pais entr'els quist e porchaga ,
E ses genz ariere chaga. .. -~ . . -
- 'Mais diables, qui par nature '
- Het pais sor tote creature, - . ; S
- . . Resmut el demain la meskee .~ .
Ki a meschief fu desmel]ee . : S o
. E 1i dou rei erent ensemble-
‘ A un parlement go me semb1e, ;

i

... .
o N

1,»_



s e

E &es Just1ses de Se21¥ﬁe ' L
E des hauz homes de la vile; . - :
“"I1Toc parloent de pa1s‘?a1re
Eth vos endreit en.cel afaird,
~ Issi com 11 dou rei parloent
De 1a pais que faire qu1doent\s
La novele qui fud saillie
Que nostre gent ert assailliej’
E v1ndrent par deus foiz message
Que 1'om en fese1t‘grant damage,
= E 17 tierz mes qui vint apreés
D1st al rei: "Ci ad male pes,
. "Quand 11 home de-ceste terre
“"Ocient Tes genz de Eng1etere~v
. "Dedenz. e dehors la citie.'
~Si fud donques la ver1te
" Que 1i Lungebard s'en partirent.
# Que.as reis distrent, si mentirent,
. Que ¢o. iert por la tengon desfaire,
E go n'esteit fors por mal faire.

Jordans del Pin e Marguariz, = = %

A cui toz mals seit eschariz, N
- .. €il dou bracerent 1a braga111e L 3
~ '+ - Del/mal e furent comengaille. . . )

Le re1 de France esteit illoeques

E 1i reis d'Engletere oveques,,:_»‘
~Si fud o lui quil reconta.

Li reis d'Engleterre monta, N

Qui .1a ala por -departir

La mellee, mais al partir .

" De- granz vilajnies 1i distrent
~Cil de la vile e Tui mesd1strent

E 1i reis se curut armer, )
- E'les fist par terre e par mer .-
“Assaillir tut a 1a rounde, .

: Ke te] gerr1er n'aveit e] monde 4

ol

Once again ft'becomés‘c1eér»that the ro]e,of worién on crukade was not
limited to the stereotypica1'duties of cbokingﬁ?tledning, and nursihg the

wounded‘: Ambro1se po1nts out tha% the women were as comm1tted and act1ve

rf

as the men in the affa1rs of crusade, and 1;1uust as mueh danqer of

1 .

' meet1ng d%ath Ny ff@‘ffﬁﬁ-~ o '73_ '_Qf?“



. Issi com 1i tens aveneient,
.. E.plusors choses aveneient. R
v “Une foiz ravint une affaire =~ - G
_ ~ Dont-1'em doit bien parole faire.. '
v Meintes genz as murs assaillouent,
.-~ E meintes feiz s'en deffa1}ﬂouent SRR
Tels i aveit qui ne f1nouent AT
De pieres coil™ir qu'il portouent, -° .
E’ 11 baron a lor destriers = '
1 portouent e-as somers, LR
. E meinte femme i reporta, !
"Quien portant s'i deporta.
* Entre les autres i portot
~ Une qui mult s'i deportot:
Uns Sarazins qu11 defende1t
Vit que cele feme entendeit
Al ts de som col descharg1er,
~Si com el volt en sus marchier, e
. Cf1 treist a lui, si la feri, . -
- B la femme a terre chai, RS
 Qui fud ferue- morte]ment
" E-‘tud 17 poeples’ eralment
'~ Vint ‘entor 1a femme acorant,
~ - ~Qui se detortoit en morant..
Y. Sis mariz la vene1t poroques,
-, Mais el preia as genz 1110qués, S
"a As prodes homes e as dame$, e
Que.11 por Deu e por dor almes.
Feissent de son cors atrait’
'A1 fossé ou ele avoit trait,

Car ne vokg?;*que sa charo1ne BT N

Fust meis: ‘ise en altre besoine.
Eledse“fa1se1t ja porter,v_
,Qﬂant Deus en fist 1’ anme—ponter
_ tel femme, co:dil 1’ estoire,
._fd: De1t chesgons aveir en memoire.

-

The women and g1r1s nonethe]ess tended to many of the support duties,

'as noted in th1s passage o 1-7 K R

Quant 1'ost ‘errot ‘tote sa voie, . B
.La'veissiez, si.Deu me voie, : ?

~ Valtez e dames e puceles = -~ = - R

0d biaus pichiers e od orceles

E od seilles e od bacins e  54"'

_L'eve porter as pe1erins, :
Dreit al chem1n a 1 ost venoient



Les.bacﬁhs'en lor mainé tenoient
E disoient: “Deus, rois celestre, - )
- "Dont vienent. tant genz? que puet estre?
'“U furent nees'tels joventes?. =~ ‘ -
“Veez quels faces 'si roventes. R -
""Tant sunt ore trisles lor meres, - . o

"€ lor parenz, lor filz, lor freres, N
“Lor amis, lor apartenanz, . Lo .
“Dont jo voi ci tanz de venanz." . @

L'ost commandoient g Deu tote

"E ploroient aprés.la rote.

Lors prierent escordement S _
.-A-Deu por els e dolcement o . T

-~ Qu'il les menast a son servise = - : S

o o E ramenast a sa devise. . . . ‘. :
' Errarit vindrent a la Deu qrace, , L
Qui bien Tor fist e bien Tor face, S
‘0d grant joie et od grant leesce, 3
: — E sanz coruz e sanz tristesce. = _ : ®
. : -.E sanz eschar e sapz rampone, , . [
-fTot drovt ‘a Leons sor-le. Rogne 43 '

A]though a great deal of Anbro1se S narrat1ve is concerned w1th the

ommon people “he also spends cons1derab1e effort 1n descr1bang the
‘_;?ii, ﬁglons pﬁjthe crusade—Teaders and ‘the Saracen defenders. At t1mes he
'E}‘ ‘_eggﬁfcoahts thé conversat1ons betneen thé various 1eaders, 1nc1ud1ng
.#+ ¢Saladin.” He waslé%kely present to w1tness f1rst hand. many of these
./;7‘f conversat1ons, undoubted]y some of them, part1cu]ar1y those of Saladin.
; ; with h1s own men were creakbd by Ambro1se after hav1ng ana]ysed the

'events as they happened The fo110w1ng passage demonstrates one such

f‘conversaftmnf K ’* N D T A

Ll Salahad1ms en itel ime
'TfCom vBs m'avez ci of dire
~"S'apela Safadin;,son frere, ) : >
: Si dist: ~0re voit-qu'il>i pere - . e
. o "Com Jo.ai en mes genz: grant fiance. -
~ ."Montez- € alez :$&mz -dotance,
“Fe1tes mei Eschalone abatre;
- "Nos n avomiAmegtler de combatne; -
I RPN 4 _ +



"Abatez la’ c1t1e de. Guadres,
"E seit debrisiee .com madres,‘.
- YMais Te Daron faites tenir,
“Par ont mes Yenz peussent-venir:
, '“Abatez med. 1a Gualatie,
- “Que Franc-n'i facent aatie:
"E faites abatre le Fier,
"Qu' il ne s'i peussent alier;.
" "Abatez me1 Ta Blanche Guarde,
~ "Que nos n'aijoms par dela guarde;
~ "Abatez Jaffe e cel mult bien,
. "Casel des Plains, Casel Maien;
" “Abatez moi Seint Jorge, Rames;
JV'La grant citié que. ngs trovames,
“Bel Mont de 1a montaine en halt,
‘"Le Thoron; le Chastel Ernald
- "Et Bel Veeir e-Mirabel;
‘“Abatez le, car mei es be] . S
&LE les chastels de 1aamonta1ne S I
Que ja un entier ne rema1ne, ’ ’ -
' "Chastel ne casel ne c1t1e,
"Que tut ne“seit agraventé, L C
" “Fors le Crat e Jerusalem: _ : ' N R
*Si le voit, 'si le fera 1'em. L SN <
Salahadins’ 1 ad comandé, > ‘
_E ¢il ‘ad congié demandé, '
Qui bien set son comandement 44

e

F

In two instances in the Estoire Ambroise appears tofhave'included\

: quest1onab1e 1tems for the sake of rhym1n§ the verses In one 1nstance, ‘.,91

Ambro1se notes Rhodes as the b1rthp1ace of Herod -a fact unsubstant1ated
anywhere,45 in the second Ambro1se assoc1ates the we]] known ‘ ‘
vh1stor1ca1 f1gure Andrew. of Chauv1gn1, with the Abbey. of C]uny, a bit of
'~1nformat1on wh1ch is curiously unreported elsewhere.46 7The

Rhodes/Herod and Chauv1gn1/C1uny coup11ng produces the rhythmic coup]et

‘ which Ambro1se used throughout the poem A1though the supposed facts
.pcannot be d1sproved, it appears as. though poet1c 11cense may have

.overshadowed str1ct report1ng of fact . | {' i p :""”gﬁ:

Ambro1se often makes certa1n to te11 the reader when he 1s being



) outsrde h1s own exper1ence

S

"_\1.

s

‘fexcept1ona11y accurate, per10d1”311y us1ng phrases to the effeft of
[: th1s I know wzthout any error nél E]sewhere he states that he can

" offer no guarantee on the accuracy of 1nf tion: that he prov1des from . u”'

48 By S0 do1ng, Ambro1se h1mse1f ass1sts in -

determ1n1ng the cred1b111ty of his-own account

‘La ChanEOn:d'Aspremont o R - . R Vo

removed from the batt]es which it purports to descr1be and attempts in

! La Chanson d Aspremonf has no h1stor1ca1 bas1s that is 1mmed.ate1y ve

4 apparent. The poem purports to be an account of a batt]e in: Ca]abr1ax,' -

8

southern Italy, between Char]emagne and Saracen 1nvader§:> Char1emagne is

-

3o1ned by his a]1y, G1rard de Frate, he Duke-of Bourgogne "Auvergne, and

: Cosenza, the Saracen armies are Ied by Ago]and and h1s son Eaumont

'.‘Charlemagpe and h1s arm1es, supported by the Pope and conf1dent in the

-

r1ghteousness of the1r Chrlst1an cause defeat f1rst the arm1es of -
Eaumont and then those of his father R ] k ‘ Vw‘ }3 , 1#

Wr1ttenvbetween 1177 and 1190 the poem is ‘some four'centuries o 'lgf.f

‘1ts story to set the stage for the Ro1and A series. of stud1es has ’
' attempted to trace the roots of the poem to determ1ne whether there are,
g'as with most 1egendary p1eces, h]StOP]C&] e]ements that gave rtse to the o

poem Severa] scho]ars have put foﬂward d1ffer1ng theor1es,»but none has

49

- - been substant1ated( . It is known that ne1ther Char3emagne nor any of

h1s 1mmed1ate successors set foot'in Ca]abrla, nor d1d the Emperor ever-

-gf1ght anyone by the name of. Ago]and, nor anysother Saracen k1ng

Nonethe]ess,,the'author of,the poem in severa].p1aces offers déta1ls,of’5J



, of usefu1 h1stor1ca1 fact The A]b]geo1s 1s for-the mo$t part an

S ‘i.‘

: e :ﬁ' i g o
geography that are qu1te accurate, 1nd1caténg that he had 11ke1y v1sf§eﬁ ’
50 '

tfﬁ@’f
Calabria or was at least fam111ar w1th the terra1n He had perhaps

traveT]ed through the reg1on and was prompted to use 1t as the setting

;?for his poem.  As: for the events that are descr1bed there is little

ev1dence of ag% t1es to the facts of history. It wou]d appear as though

!

the poem ‘were composed at the t1me of the Th1rd Crusade as a form of
51

4:’,. Lo -

encouragement for would-be crusaders.”" * -~ - ‘;;f' O ""--" "t?\\.'

La Chanson de 1a Croisade Albigeoise’

- —_— IR . . L e

- La Chanson de 1a Cro1sade A1b19eo1se conta1ns a. conSIderab]e amount

S

eyew1tness account by Gu111aume de Tude]a of the A1b1gens1an Crusade 5',>' ; i

o w1111am relates in the body of the poem itself 1mportant deta1ls of its Lf

) ae .

BPGEEY

OH’IpOS'I t1 on:

: hors, oimais s esforsan 1i vers. de 1a chanso
‘Que f6n ben comenseia 1'an de la encarnatio = .. R
. . I De] ‘Senhor Jhesu Crist, ses mot. de ment1zo, T e
‘ C'avia .M.CC.esX ans que venc. en est'men - R
E si fo lan e mai can floricho 1:boicho. T
. Maestre Guilhelms la fist a Monta]ba on-fo. 52 R -/

t

Such deta1ls are an- 1mmense a1d 1n assess1ng\Zhe truth of . supposed

fact 1nc1uded 1n the poem by mak1ng poss1b1e it ompar1sonuw1th‘other

_ contemporary accounts of the Crusade. Of the’ contemporary records, two,-"_‘

; are regarded as the most complete chron1c1e accounts ‘the Chronigue, "yt.

wr1tten between 1249 and 1273 by Gu1]1aume de Puy]aurens, and the

H1stor1a A1b1gensas wr1tten dur1ng ‘the t1me of the Crusade 1tse1f by




-‘:4'
j]rsted all present at the encampment of the cruz/ders in the fa11 of 1209

'day -to- day, Journa]1st1c record of the t1me and events Un11ke many

.5P1erre des Vaux de Cernay, a nephew of the Abbot of C1teaux who 1ater
’became the Blshop of Carcassonne The 1atter is the more author1tat1ve

:-account of the two; 1t 1,\‘Epost certa1n that Gu111aume de Puy]aurens

'used both the H1stor1a A]bigens1s and La thanson de 1a Croisade d

.A]b1geo1$e 1n the preparat1on of h1s Chronwgue

Gu111aume de Tude]a wrote an account that is a fa1r1y comp]etg

'other poets, he usua]]y d1st1ngu1shes between_J}s eyew1tness exper1ences

.

and the events at wh1ch he was not present. For examp]e after hav1ng

with S1mon\de Montfort in the Carcassa1s and Bitterois mounta1ns, ;

. Gu111aume states }" . Av o ""L R o

T N e _ v
 S'ieu fossa ab 1or ni 1s conogues ni 1s vis,

Ni anessa ab lor pel pais c'an comquis; ‘ s
Plus rics ne fora 1 11bres, ma fe VOS en p1ev1s, S
E m1e1her Ta cansos. . e

hu1]]aume is: also fa1r]y fast1d1ous in cred1t1ng spec1f1c 1nd1v1dua1s ?

~ who supp11ed him w1th 1nformat1on on events to wh1ch he was not an

'.eyew1tness ‘He c1tes as h1s 1nformants Pons de Me]a, the envoy'of the’

o K1ng of. Navarre to- the Pope in ]209 from whom he obta1ned;deta11s of

-~

events at Rome,ss an unnamed pr1est who prov1ded deta11s of a counc11
he]d by the Count of Bez1ers,56 Izarn the Archdeacon of V1e1muro1s, who :

supp11ed deta1ls on. the heret1cs of the Casses,sz a-ba111ff and

.waprovost both unnamed of Count Baudou1n, who supp11ed details on the

1159 %

s1ege of Mo1ssac,58 and a man’ Gu111aume cal]s ma1tre N1co1as

are 1eft to assume that the rest of the poem ‘was based on Gu111uame S own



.exper1ence
: Un11ke his prec151on in other areas,.Gu111aume s dat1ng of events 1s
.often 1mprec1se ‘He'is content at tlmes, in descr1b1ng when an event

took p]ace to mentlon on]y a month or s1mp1y a day of an unspec1f1ed

‘week or that 1t happened around the t1me of a certawn re]1g|ous fest1va1

' or ho]1dayv For. examp]e the fo]low1ng passage ment1ons only the month o

‘--of August as the t1me of arr1va1 of the army of Peter II of Aragon at
_'fCarCaSSOne, : a" R o ;;,*:t)° tt"o.-aT_'{foFf;i
, .'"_ 5 g '
“.. . Sofo en dquel ‘mes c’om ‘apelg’ aost Sy ‘*"”fgé“f;fff;
' . Que fo a Carcassona trastot entorn ) ost R '
.Lo reis.Peyr'-d' Aragp i es wengumz mot tos%
Ab 1u1 cent cava11ers qu angna‘a son cost 0

* 'y
a '¥ 4»

.lSuch 1mprec1s1on normaﬁlw wou]d be 1mmaterta1 where the date 1s q1ven by '

oe

or deduc1b1e from%other sourcgs, 1n the)above 1n$tance, however ne1ther _

ﬂthe H1stor1a nor the hrgg que meng1ons Peter s 1an1vement at the s1ége
'fof Carcagsonne a]thougg h1s 1nvg1vement 13 ent1ne]y poss1b1e Wh11e

'regrett§§% the occas1ona] lacp'of detaal 1n the Chanson, one can be

l

| gragéfu] for facts provnded«that are not recorded"elsewhere
a0 v,,ﬂ . EI

N second maJor deta11 prov1ded‘by the ChanSon wh:ch the chron1c1es
LRI r . :b . ————————
fa11 to report is the Jo1n1ng oﬁvthe Crusade by an army from the Agen

.,

i area, among whom are 1lsted severa] notab]e characters

© Autra ost de crozatz venc de ves Agenes,
- ,Mas no es pas tan-grans. co sela dels Frances;
%..  E mogron-de lor terra abans denant un mes.
“Aqui es lo. coms Guis, us A]verhas cortes,
. 'E;) ‘vescoms de Torena; quis n'es fort entremes,
= L‘yvesque de Limotges e cel de Ba;ades :



. L e

< E lo bos arsevesques qui es. de Borda]es,,
. L'evesques de Caortz e cel de Agenes .’
- j‘_Bertran de Cardelhac e .cel. de Gordones,
S ‘Ratiers de Castelnou, ab tot Caersines.. IR
A.Qﬁf:' Ce’t prezen Pegua’ Rocha, que no i troban defes,
: EE: fonderon Gontaut e Tonencs an mal mes;
gs Cassanhols es fortz, per que .no 1'agron ges :
“+%B per la garnizo que 1'a mot ben. defes;
Que s mes dins de Gascgs fortment ]eug1ers de pes
Que son bon dardasier.® , .

1
3

The chrono1ogy'of the poem accords well with that o-”the’chronicle

o accounts, except in one case Gu11}aume p]aces the Counc11 at

_Saint- G111es after the tak1ng of Termes, whereas other accounts have the
-order of the two events reversed The counc11 actual]y took p]ace in ’ s,
'Ju]y of 1210 whereas the s1ege of Termes began, at the ear]1est, in 1ate ;;$

Ju]y and 1asted untzL 23 November of the same year 62

Only onef"j"
2 A
" Guillaume c1hes

1211, a counc1f‘ hiﬁh hy Gu111aume s own descr1pt1on was 1n fact the one'

_he;d at Montpe111er in February, 1211. In a]] other deta1]s, La Chanson

de la Cro1sade Albigeoise agrees with the chronicle accounts of the’

Crusade and seems therefore ‘to be a reasonab]y accurate hlStOPy of the

' events 1£kgescrbbes ' ‘j I » ' R . ¢
As with both the Jérusalem and the Estoire, the A]bigeoise is
\ : x : . s : _
ﬂiva]uab1e-for.the‘dnsights it-offers into»the'conditions enduredfhy

crusaders .The fo]]ow1ng passage 1nd1c’t§§'the desperat1on exh1b1ted by

| some due to a lack”of fresh water: o 1
_ '-
. La ost estet entorn entro foron nou mes, . ‘/‘

* - Que. 1'aiga lor fafh1, que resecada es;. L »



M T - Viavian'asatz a dQs.mes o a tres,
| Mas nulhs hom sene QB ga no cug viure pogues
. - . Pois p]og una-gran ploja, si m*ajud.Dieu ni fes,
E. venc un grans diluvis, de que lor es mal pres:
-En tonas e en va1sels en-an-ilh asatz mes.
~ De cela aiga prest1rbn e meiren els conres &
Tals menazos 10s pres negus no sab.on s'es.
Coselh an pres mest lor, que .cascus s'en fuisses .~
~.En abans que morisson en aisi descofes. S
- Las domnas del castel an sus el. dompnho mes;.
~.Cant venc Ta noit escura, que anc no'n saub res,
Ichiron del castel senes autre arnes
Que, i no son d1ners, no cug nu]hs ne tra1ches 64

P1erre des Vaux de Cernay ment1ons the 1ack of water exper1enced by the
peop]e but does not descrlbe the ma1ad1es and desperat1on caused by

it,65 and'the Chrbn1que omits the topic: entirely. o LT

Le Pé]erinage de Charlemagne -~ . - = S e

43

Le Pe]er1nage de Char]emagne is a poem based in 1egend rather than

fact AS'prev1ously noted, Char]emagne d1d not.embark on-e1ther a
p1lgr1mage or a crusade to either: Jerusa]em or Constant1nop1e The,
author of the poem did not 1nvent the 1egend but was only g1v1ng.a hew
form to a trad1t1on that was w1despread by the end of the tenth century f
Char'lemagne S 1nterest 13 the Ho]y Land was nonetheless a weH known |

fact, 1ndeed the Patr1arch of Jerusa]em had sent h1m certa1n rehics of’

the Holy Sepu]chre in 799 and by a second embassy 1n 800 as an

1nd1cat1on that he accepted Char1emagne as h1s suzera1n. The presence offjv

obscure re]1cs in many of the churches and monasteries 1n France :

‘e

. subseqUent to Char]emagne s re1gn requ1red exp]anat1on, one we]] argued

theory is that the 1mag1nat1on of the pe le attribm}éﬂ the ex1stenoe of
NEE

63

’ t0)
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. their re11cs t&»none other than the Emperor who, aS*the great protecton‘ff;’*‘

of the Holy. Land made a p1lgr1mage to Jerusa]em io gather the ref1c§ .
o &; 4 '_('
. h1msve The Pe]er1nag became a veh1c1e wh1ch suppOrted %h1§ pogy]ar4_;;'
l behef 66 T Lo s "L_’} ’\ ;‘ ,k ﬂi‘ 3'5':
. The e]er1nag 1s usual]y 1nc1uded 1n the 11terary Geste du-Ror==‘&i‘@? o

A R S

":cycle but 1t 1s qu1te un11ke the Ro]and Wh11e the Roland'has a piif

v o Y
Tooa oy e

quas1 h1stor1ca1 bas1s the Pe1er1nage has none that gps been ”ij f7~;5,_g. -

L J

Su t1ated except1ng-—as wwth severa] other poems exam1ned here-some '
_acﬁe detaﬂs of geography and arcm tecture wh1ch 1nd1cate a *

' f1rst hand fam111ar1ty éy the author w1th the sett1ngs in. wh1ch the poem
is placed The feature of the elerlnag wh1ch most d1st1ngu1shes 1t
‘varom the Bgland and other med1eva1 ep1cs is'its tone and treatment of 1ts

"subJect Scho]ars do not agree on the 1ntent of the poem most agree,za o

,Pl

B however that it 1s a Joep1ar poem based 1oose]y on the hero1c 11terary

ptrad1t1on, and that 1t treats 1ts subJect 11ght1y and even ma]1c10usly at

:t1mes, w1th a main’ purpose of 11ght hearted enterta1nment An examp]e

1fo]10ws. R e B o “1t v»' T ::}'

= Trés, beau est 1e present qu'y: offre Le roi Char]es
S - I1 entra‘dans une egl1se voutée de marbre po]ychrome
' .- -La se trouve un autel de Sainte Patenotre: R

- Dieu.y-celebra la messe, et aussi Jes apotres,,fﬁm ,
d*ailleurs les douze s1eges y sont-encore tous, -~ .

et le treiziéme au milieu, solide. et fermenent. assemb1e'“ B
tQuand Charles Y- entra, son coeur. s’ emp11t de Jo1e, Sy
voyant le s1ege, il's'en approcha ‘ ST
L' empereur s ass1t et se’reposa un 1nstant

les douze pairs s'assirent sur 1es autres s1eges
4 . tout autour de ‘Tui: :
' _personne auparavant ne s y était ass1s et personne

ne s ycpst ass1s depu1s 1orscr\> '
v

’ d_

L



‘;'same com1c tone and demonstrate the entertainment va]ue of the
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La grande beaute du 11eu reJou1t fort 1e-ro1 Char]es. N
I1 vit 1'église orneee de pe1ntures aux couleurs.
~ -éclantantes: . L
© images: de. martyrs, de v1erges et de grandes f1gures en

majeste, -

et les cours de ta Tune et 1es fetes annue]]es,

et il vit: cou]er 1es gaux 1ustra]es, et 1es po1ssons dans

- la mer.
L Le v1sage de Charles eta1t hauta1n et 11 tena1t 1a tete

. levee ..

Un Ju1f entra, qui ava1t tout observe attent1vement

" Quand il vit 1e roi Charles, 11 se m1t a trembler: .
son-visage était si hautain qu 'il:n'osa le regarder; = -

pour un- peu il tomberait; il a- pris 1a fuite
et monte d'une traite tous les degrés de marbre.

‘Il vint au patr1arche et se mit a Tui parler:

“Seigneur, allez a 1'église appreter les fonts bapt1smaux.
Je vais me faire présenter et bapt1ser sur-le-champ!

eux .un trerz1eme - jamais je n'ai. vu d'homme. aussi beau..

-~ A mon avis, «c'est Dieu “en personne

Lui et les douze apotres viennent ‘vous fa1re visite!"
- “Quand. e patr1arche 1! entend i1 va se vetir d1gnement
©-puis, par.la ville, il convoque 1es c]ercs dans leurs -
o simple aubes |
.. et-leur ‘ordonne de ses vetir et d endosser 1es chapes
o En grand cortege, il.s' en est alle vers 1e roi.

“"L empereur 1e v1t et se 1eva pour venir a sa rencontre,

i1 se découvrit.et lui fit un profond salut.
I1s 's"embarassent et s'informent..

’”[‘Le part1arche dit “ou etes vous ne seigneur7

Jamais personne n'osa entrer dans cette eg]ise -

‘si cen est sur mon- ordre ‘ou a-ma demande

"Se1gneur7 Je m appe11e Char1es et Je su1s né en

‘ffj;Francé

B A

S S N . , o
Q_At 1east two othemmmdents*m the Qem of s1mﬂar nature contam the

TN

8' As a source of factua] 1nformat1on, the poem makes 11tt1e o

f]'

gcontr1but1on and must be treated caut1ous]y

.

~Je viens de voir entrer.dans 1'église douze comtes et. avec.;w'~
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. CIRCUMSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE.POEMS - g

Much study has been devoted to the deve]opment of the 1dea off

69

-;:Crusade It can safe]y be sa1d that before the t1me of the F1rst Co

7Crusade the 1dea and ideal of crusade were present and deve?bp1ng,‘t1me
. ‘was the evo]utlonary factor tempered\by the actua1 exper1ence of crusade

. subsequent to 1095 La Chanson de Ro]and conta1ns many ideas and

h statements that 1nfTuenced actua?’crusadtng endeavors.k In 11ght of the i .

o 're1at1ve1y ear]y date of compos1t1on of the poem, thls is the greatest

‘Vcontr1but1on of the Roland in- re1at1on to the Crusades a fa1r1y accurate i

portraya1 is g1ven of how western Chr1st1ans v1ewed Mos]ems and’ other

L= 1

“non Chr1st1ans and acted towards themk« As we11 1t g1ves an 1ns1ght 1nto -

nhow western Chr1st1ans regarded themse]ves, the1r re]1g1on and the1r 11fe
' .. .. N .7.' :
in genera] in re]atlon to other natlons -and re11g1ons..,

The e1er1nage is part1cu]ar1y en11ghten1ng in revea11ng the view, of |
the Franks of themse]ves 1n re]at10n to fe]]owethr1st1ans such as the ;
} Greeks as we]] as in- re]at1on to non- Chr1st1ans §uch as Jews and

/
.Mos]ems The aqgument’has been advanced that the e]errnag does not

,V.accurate1y ref]ect the 11fe of the t1me, since the subJect has no bas1s

“in reallty and was’ 1ntended pure]y as. enterta1nment Indeed,,the )
commentator J Horrent 1s emphat1c on the po1nt R N

Le poeme est c0m1que et non sat1r1que ‘Le poéte -
a les“yeux tournés vers 1' or1ent plutbt-que vers
1'ouest ce1t1que. n prend le contrepied des -
gestes héroiques et des cro1sades militaires en
fmagn1f1ant en. tr1omphe pac1quue et un pe]erwnage



%orieux ... Son évocation du monde oriental -
FoResc iemment fantaisiste, elle transporte son: o
ﬁﬁb'1c hors de 1a réalité cgurante et transcende

~toute s1tuat1on po]1t1que

: »The po1nt is worth cons1der1ng, for the e]er1nage appears to be noth1ng _"

more than a de11ghtfu11y m1sch1evous p1ece of poetry des1gned purely for
enterta1nment purpeses. However _even though the author of . th1s and
other poems d1d not give us tota]]y accurate h1stor1ca1 deta11 ’

- poetﬂc world and h1s v1ew of it shou1d not be cons1dered to be a tota]
'fantasy, as Horrent wou]d suggest then to be Undoubted]y, beh1nd the
m1schlef beh1nd the faniasy, beh1nd the myth1ca1 and the 1mag1nary

f e]ements are deta11s of events and 1cons and 1mages that st1rred the .

: poet to comm1t to paper those events, 1mages and personages whether

1mag1nary or rea] that const1tuted part df h1s ]1fe These detalls areJ

a valuable a1d in understand1ng the popu1ar m1nd‘or menta11ty of h1s era,

?_and are va]uab]e in revea11ng spec1f1c character1st1cs of med1eva1

fsoc1ety The poets were steer1ng a m1dd1e course between fact and '

- fantasy, the1r work ' ref1ect1ng the1r percept1ons of the wor]d e1ther as

) '1t was as the& thought it was. or as they thought 1t shou]d be. In any

case we come to know that wbr]d better by attempt1ng to understand the

e
:poet s percept1on of his wor]d and h1s mot1vat1on for creat1ng hlS poems v

In La’ Chanson ¢' Ant1oche and other poems which fol]ow 1n 1ts cycle, 5

aspects of‘med1eva1 soc1ety are.dep1cted 1nvvar1ous ways each dependent

~A;upon the time sequence fo]lowed or 1nf1uenced by events at the time of

the creat1on of the poem The ear11er poems in the cycle were written o

,1arge1y 1n pra1se of crusade, dep1ct1ng the righteousness of- battling the__"

" heathen and fhp mwardc aqqomafpd mth soreadinu the Christ‘lan faith va '

67
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”,force or. otherwise La+er poems, afteq‘the shock ‘a isi]]usionment-of.‘

fa11ure assoc1ated w1th the Second and subsequent Crl vdes, began to deal
h'1ess w1th re11g1on andﬂthe 1dea of ho]y war, ~and 1arge1y took up the
:ytheme of 1nd1v1dua] kn1ghts f1ght1ng for the honour of their re11g1on : ;;?
nam&-and country. Heroes'appear frequent]y in these later poems as ﬁ§
heroes of defeat poss1b1y as a’ resu]t of the many k ghts 1nexp11cab1y |
defeated or k111ed on. crusade, for to d1c f1ght1ng, espec1a]1y on -

'crusade was to 1m1tate the death and suffer1ng of Christ. Glory and
. sa]vat1on were thus won, martyrdom be1ng the‘%rue reward even thOugh ‘the -
lpart1cu1ar crusade 1tse1f may not have been successfu1 It appears that o :
‘_ the attempt wasfto-portra; success,;tn some form,_1n thelface of7overa11
~failure. ; o o
SN = : : ,

The message of the 1ater poems turned-from pra1s1ng crusade 1tse1f to

,prals1ng the‘tdea]s of,crusade or the qua11t1es'that the ideals tmpljed,l

" When the cruSades‘themSeives;seemed'to be'1arge1y unsuccessfu1 thelpoems
'“,acted as encouragement to the unw11]1ng or the d1s111us1oned to carry on, 7
'3 or at least not to abandon the 1deals even 1f act1ve part1c1pat1on did

not’ happen. The popu]ar 1mage of crusade as a whole was be1ng shaped

7f1rst by the events of the time and then by the poet1c 1nterpretat1on of -

~ these events. -,

A]though the trouvéres'responsib1e for'the'poems”may notehave
5accurate]y'ref1eCted history, they nonetheless attempted tOiconvey.’
messages}about their.world that were important'to'them : Richard‘the

P1lgr1m author of the Ant1oche never painted any pnctures that would

d1scred1t in any way the crusade 1eaders whom he SO €§m1red nor does he



~ the Crusaders

or negative-actions undertaken‘by some'1ess¥than-scrupu1ous crusaders;-a"
sort of patr1ot1c emot1on keeps those deta11s from us, and he attempts to -

h;11ft ‘the reader up to the view that he held of these great people

&

.;Emot1ona1 though it may have been the patr1ot1smvbetrays how R1chard L

funct1oned in h1s wor1d

P

The poet Ambro1se;1n the Esto1re de la Guerre Sa1nte proV1des‘ one‘of J

’

._‘the most s1gn1f1cant documents extant in revea11ng the m1nd and sp1r1t of
“71 The document is thus. récogn1zed for the 1nd1rect
hwstory and know]edge that the unve111ng of the crusad1ng m1nd and sp1r1t :
revea]s, in add1t1on to 1ts'use as a factua] source S1m11ar1y, the

1nterest in La Chanson d' Ant1oche because of 1ts h15tor1ca1 and factua1

: 1nformat1on 1s pr1mar11y in. the h1stor1ca]—ep1c story that 1t te]]s and
in the deta11s prov1ded on the ]1fe of the crusaders and soc1ety of the

;t1me. The 1nterest in La Chanson de Jerusa]em or La Chanson des: Chetafs :

or'any of the other "fabu]ous _poems that may 1ack h1storrca1 deta11 is
¥ :
in the 1nd1rect know]edge that they prov1de on the Tife and mentallty of

~ the Franco Syr1an crusader : e

Au po1nt de vue h1stor1que les poémes que nous avons . .
étudiés nous apportent peu de renseignements nouveaux sur.
les’ grands évenements de 1a Croisade. Un seul,

- Chanson ‘d'Antioche, _par 1a date de sa composition par

Tes informations prec1ses de 1'auteur ... merite de = =~
‘prendre place parmi.les. documents historique .... Quant

aux. autres part1es de 1a 1égende, .sans en excepter la
Chanson de Jérusalem, i1 est inutile d'y chercher de

faits authentiques dont les trouvéres se souciaient
médiocrement; mais on y peut saisir le reflet des

_passions, des 1dees, des croyances “en-un mot de la v1e
contempora1ne : : : : :
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Many of. the poems under study conta1n some fact a] h1stor1ca1
1nformat1on others do not are h1gh1y 1egendary and fabu]ous in content
‘and yet present themse]ves as ser1ous h1stor1es of past events G1ven

v_the contrad1ct1on one m1ght we]T ask what 1mpetus may have prompted a

'~; med1eva1 author to create a!poem that is on]y 1oose1y based on fact but e
wh1ch is: presented to the pub11c as factua].g The vernacu]ar 11terature -
' of the t1me ref]ected th1s tendency “The. purpose here is: to d1scuss the o

a,reasons for the d1stort1on of . factua1 h1story 1n a poem “or for the

.'_creat1on of a fabulous poem f 1ndeed there are reasons beyond those off: L

C e, 31 PR
. pdre:entertajnment1and~artjstry, s
T et It o . g < -\—'~ . - . S t
© PRO-CRUSADE DISTORTIONS . .
o :' | ‘ ’n * ;
“La Chanson de Jérusalem - = -0 BT R
"'.‘.;."—'«-‘ -:' “'" - 4‘». e \' .'," Lo e

-Of a]] flgures a§soc1ated w1th the crusad1ng 1déa1 the most w1delv~ 'fzf:;

. ,_,,. . ,
-1~known to the popular m1nd 1s St George Throughout the Chr1st1an WOr1d
e the 1mage of Sa1nt George appears 1n art and 1cons, and the story of"7"
?-Sa1nt George s]ay1ng the Dragon is to th1s day a popu]ar story. Sa1nb

' George the patron sa1nt of equestr1an kn1ght§ became the off1c1a1

. N . LN
e . K o . . ‘.‘ “ . - . . : »
. ""Sl" ’
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i w1th the Ant1 Chr1st

. Jf?:h1s ten thousand men to arms and departed to wage war on the Saracens, ugg.'

| patron saint. of EngTand and a symbol for a]T Chr1st1ans eﬂbaged 1n ‘war R
- - . \

Legend teTTs that Sa1nt George, 1n the th1rd century, suffered

s martyrdom at Lydda, in Pa]est1ne wthe on a p119r1mage of sorts xInL\'
ahonour of h1m a church was erected bear1ng h1s name and hous1ng, some Ei':
yy,be11eve, h1s entombed morta] rema1ns. The Tegend became very w1despread
"dur1ng the crusades, many son1ers and arm1es 1nvoked h1s b]ess1ngs as-

7';‘Jéku§a1ém;g The poem begvns at the arr1vaT of the crusaders outs1de

4 y : R
derusalem, after hav1ng aTready conquered both Ram]eh and Lydda.' ATmost o '*':g

1mmed1ate1y, the Jerusalem depar From and d1§torts the h1story of the

P

:;4crusade as fgld by the chron1c1ers4. Bohemond accord1ng to the chronTcTe

'y;accounts had ho part in. the s;ege of JerusaTem ‘teturn1ng 1nstead to R
UA'Ant1och after accompany1ng the arm1es of Godfrey to Lat&aquieh

; fleohemond accord1ng to the Jerusa]em feTt badTy abg%pf§h1s to the po1nt

of Tos1ng sTeep over the matter 0ne~sTeepTess m1dn1gﬁt he arose, ca]Ted

i

A
RN

“:hopfng to exp1ate the error of hls absente at Jerusalem | H1s expTo1ts
":;were numerous but he soon found h1mse1f 1n danger of defedl by the . S
;form1dab4e armles of the enemy En route to the cast]e of. La Maﬂomer1e,'*g;;7:

north of Jerusa]em where thé arm1es of Raymond were camped ~}Tohemond

"4[ decided a]ong w1th Tancred who was 1n his company on the venture, to

stop at Lydda (a]so known as Sa1nt George3¥? Ramleh and St George df
Lydda the two c1t1es Ty1ng on]y a m11e apart) The purpose of this

»
e
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' f'ét; George in his own.

I v1sit to Lydda was to 1nvoke the b]ess1ng

; cathedra]

A St ‘Joire de Rames parv1nrent no, baron,' c
Buiemons et Tangres et-tot si, compa1gnon,' s
A trestote la. pro1e dont-il i a.foison.
_I1 descendent’a pié et font Tor oraison N
"Et batent lor po1tr1nes par grant aff11c1on,l,_'~ o
' Rec]ament Damledéu et son: saant1sme non, ., e
‘Et le Baron St. P1erre, St. Jaine.le. prodon,’ L e

e X ao

. Que de tos 1or pech1es 1or face le pardon.] N B

. ‘,. B

Sa1nt George responds at the ‘izd'of anm1es of ange]s and sa1nts,

53__,'1ead1ng the crusaders to g]or1ou;XV1ctor1es over the astounded and '
- dempra11zed Saracen ann1es. Bohemond pra1ses Salnt George, and the story

'5A contlnues M1th Sa1nt George produc1ng a.var1ety of m1rac1es in support of\\\\

'the crusaders, and 1n part1cu1ar 1n support of Bohemond As noted

- prev1ous]y, be]tef 1n thé supernatura1 was a norma] and accepted part of

1.\'
' ]1fe and the 1nc1u51on 1n th1s 1nstance of numerpus Flraculous events 1s :

‘

‘dffnot regarded'as the d1stort1on of hlstory The factua] d1stort1on 1s .
"”uey1dent even before—the 1nterventﬂon of St George in that from other \’;_fa

g}{;:more cred1ble sources there 1s good reason to be11eve that Bohemond had

“ﬁo part in the s1ege qf JerhsaIem at1S11 - \.;,i

ﬁ;_-,e_ Yet another d1stort1on of the ﬁacts occurs i what 1s qu1te clear]y a

IR Y .l

,descrIpt1on.of the BattTe of Asca]on, but wh1ch, 1n the Jerusa1em, takes f;‘

lp]ace net at Asca]on but on the p1a1n of Ramleh where Salnt George 1s

L3N

jaga1n sa}d to hade led the Chr1st1an armies” in a trounc1ng of the Saracen o

troops,f‘ho ca]] 9n’ va1n on Mohammed to come to their a®d.’ Ram]eh is

/ some twenty—f1ve m11es northtast of Asca]on a d1stance deemed too

IR

¢



L ‘qreat for the poet to have merely made a m1stake 1n ]ocat1on Thes S

‘thffydxstort1on was de11berate and appears to haye been done to ]aud Sarnt . ;:" .

’f$EGeorge and magn1fy h1s assoc1at1on w1th Ram1eh‘lydda To laud Saint

“‘M“LJSUCh as are fqund in the Jeru$$1em undoubted]y served to 1nsp1re crusade

3;campa1gns to g]or1fy &§r1st1an"’

‘a<dvto endear Sa1nt George to the i

“;“hearts of crugﬂﬁers o
. R - o -
~-To .Show a: bias towards a fa.t_n d crusad1ng 1eader (or to show a

PO : ' T

7d1s]1ke of another) was not uncommon 1n the 11terature of the t1me

ﬂf*Indeed each of the; hron1c1ers exh1b1ts favour1t1sn towards h1s

';ij Baldhnn; and RaymOnd d Agu.]ers applauds Count Raymond

fof Toulouse

,Each shaped h1s h1story to ref]ect his persona1 b1as5‘;;_ S
‘;gﬂh “The 4erusa1em.exh1b1ts a b1as as we]l Bohemond appears prdminent1y-

> » i

1n events throughout the poem and appears frequentTy 1n the company of

St George Most notably the Jerusa]em te]]s of Bohemond's presence at

the battle of JerusaTﬂhﬁ'fen'the chron1c1e accounts«unanimous]y agree
that he wassnot present.. The poetas purpdse 1n distorting the fatts

appears to result frqn his desire to magn1fy Bohemond‘s ro]e 1n the First

Lo Crusade and to redeem-him from the perce1ved dtshonour oﬁthis absence v

when Jerusalem feT] 1 The reason that the poet esteemed the Norman Ieader

so hvgh1y is unknownJ perhaps the author was himself of Norman

T, R R

;}{George was to laud crusade, and the 1egend and storles of h1s exp101ts,::vf

?respect1ve 1eader t e anonymous Gesta 1s Dro-Bohemond Fu]cher favours _31

S . -
I

YRR RN

descent,2 or- perhaps khe fwgure of Bohemond léht ltse]f more readi]y, |

-in the mvnd of the authar to a heroic taIe, or perhaps the poet was from

«

. Antloch and khew themond.we41
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;lszaﬂChanson d'Aspremont o

'u—fe' ' o : L3

As dlscussed prev1ous1y, the 1egends of Charlemagne were f1rm1y
o estab11shed by the beg1nn1ng of the e]eventh century There was
. undoubted1y a 1ong period of oral transm1ss1on of the 1egends, one author

stat1ng that "1a f1n de 1 emp1re car011ng1en co1nc1de avec 1a na1ssancev;':
de 1a ]egende de Char]emagne .3 ; _~."hlfefotna' N ' '
' Part ‘of. the 1egend of Char]emagne -as defender of 1mper1a1 terr1tor1es -
hl.took the emperor 1nto Ita]y 1n defence of. these 1ands (and to var1ous |

"]'other quartérs that may have been threatened by lnvaders) ‘The Eglgng ;t

. 1tse1f he]ped to foster thlS legend : ”: :f f

e

o _ D1st B]ancandr1ns‘ "Merve11us hom est Caarfes;"»_'.
IR K1 cunqu1st Ru11h@ e trestute Ca1abre‘" DR

T ~ B . . . ECRR N . - e -
.’ A TR,

And Ro]and h1mse}f as he 11es dy1ng, rem:n1scEs w1th his sword Durendal

R b N

-
-

E.\Durenda1, cum es be]e 8 c1ere e b]anche. {~1h

................ P R ......-- ...,.J.wq.

e oo e iSdc)len cunqu1s Provence e Equ; ta1gne
S A I - Lumbardae e trestute Romain : .
BT I .Jo 1'en cunqiis. Baiver e tute’ andres R

-E Burgh1gne e trestute Pu11]an1e.5.

S .t ke . g K
- 7 . % -i- f -
) <

;fhese verses and others prov1ded ample precedent for portray1ng
. o o !
'fCharlemagne as e1thef hav1ng been on campa1gn 1n Ita]y or. having seﬁt h1s

”noqsg kn1ghts there to secure the ]ands La Chanson d Aspremont grew

‘e

lfrom the same trad1t1on.'f?gf

A cons1derab1e amount of study has gone 1nto determ1n1ng whether _
. : AR '
ithere are any 1dent1f1ab1e hlstor1ca1 events that served as the bas1s for



ﬂ“’ﬁ;Italy 1n 773 as the h1stor1ca1 framework of the poem others have

e,
4".\. .

Tl i e : S Ly
,-s;‘gthe-creation of the A sEremont» Some have seen Char]emagne s descent 1nto .

fgffexam1ned a var1ety of other movements, or e]ements of several by the ‘

'csremperor and v1ewed them as fonm1ng part of the story St111 others have

';Ig]seen echoe of various Saracen exped1t1ons between 846 and 878 as a

”f?ﬁth1n1y dﬁs u1sed framework for the poem In sp1te of the var1ous “-f . ’?,

Jffg7ftheopwes, dqt: can be. conc]uded that there is no s1ngie event or ser1es of

g -?events, that serve as an, apparent h1stor1ca1 ba51s for. the poem.6 ;Tnefi'fﬂ'*'ﬂi

: iquest1on then ar1ses as to the purpose of 1ts creat1on, 1f 1t was- not ‘
w Ty e R
\u. e , . N . - iy L A

71ntended as @ h1story d’
Interna] ev1dence 1d¢the poem strong]y suggests that 1t was composed

_ after the Batt1e of Hattin and the conquest of Jerusa]em by Sa]adin in
. 1187‘ It 1s a}most certa;n thgt the rec1tat1on of this part1cu1ar poem .

4
.

'd?was one of the forms of entertalnment enJoyed by the arm1es of .

"v‘;Ph1]1ppe-Auguste and R1chard Coeur-de L1on Jur1ng the1r stay 1n S1c11y

"ovgr the winter of 1190 1191 KA G1ven that the. 1egends of CharTemagne e
Jgalready ex1sted as d1d the not1on that he: had spent't1me Ln Calabr1a,;_oa_; "n‘

1':the poet of the Aspremon was putt1ng 1nto a poem on the'eve of a new.;kt7“f‘~‘

“A}f'ﬁcrusade campaIQn, the story of Char]emagne s exp1o1ts in Italy It 1si:ef'oifr:

v L

"'hlgh1y ]1ke1y that the poem was composed as propaganda for the Third f%d :
. Crusade 1n an attempt to. foster some enthbsiasm for the campaign whichnl_;ws;fg:
{ i1ay ahead both ampng the Frankish sold1ers and among the locals % -
The southern Ita]ians were no strangers to crusad1ng.; The arm{es of SR
-E both Robert of Normandy and Stephen of Blois had spent the winter of 1096 f','

: .f--1097 in. Ca]abria before proceeding eastward 9. Their armies | fffl-'fg;#:7

: e ‘

!-q;\undoubtedly 1nc]uded some. Italians who were persuade& to Jo1n the ranks, ‘i'l'

A



‘5‘5fof Ita11ans in the crusad1ng arm1es

= waere key p]ayers 1n many of the

‘1ndeed both Fu]chér and tne A]b19eo1se spec1f1ca11y ment1on the presence

10 ‘Ih add1t1on, the Normans who

vpresence 1n southern Ita]y wh1ch 5 3 pre dated the F1rst Crusade ]]

For these reasons, the Aspremoﬁé& set as 1t is 1n southern Ita]y, was B :

11ke1y as appea]1ng to the nat1ve Ita11ans as lt wou]d have been to the

oarmles of R1chard who were a]ready conm1ttez ;a-the Crusade The

r,;Aspremon may have been used as a recru1tm
rcampa1gn wh1ch wou]d have been strengthene
ﬁ*arm1es dur1ng the w1nter of 1190- 1191

4

::lh;-Le Cyr]e de GullJaume d' Orange

".Lé.Cyc1eqde’Gui11aume d‘OranQefﬁs'concerned~1arge1y With the'medieval'u'tf.

' 'idea]fof family-or c]an ; taken together the poems of the cyc]e span v
’_"f1ve generatlons of the c]an of w1111am of Orange.L The hangun d

;igw111ame 1s the o]dest known poem.of th1s cyc]e ‘with- others mode11ed on ..

- it ors structured aroundwqt dat1ng well anto "the fourteenth century.;_A~;.p

sade campa1gns had an extens1ve it

pol.’ among the Ita11ans, a .

V: presence of Richard's E

: w1th the stor1es of Godfrey 1n Le Prem1er gxcle de 1a Cro1sade, the poemsr&it,ﬂ

b

through his sen1or years. This Cyc]e 1s, 1n fact except1ona1]y comp]etek,

L2

’w,v1n this respect 12"

Ce

Just as the Chan;un de w111ame delves ma1n1y 1nto the 11fe and

,character of w1111am fmany of the other poems treat the story of the_
‘,:11ves of other members of the c]an the most notable be1ng Aymer1 de

N fthat appear 1n Le Cyc]e Gu1TTaume g ﬂrange take us from Nl]llam S 1nfancy o

‘ @ ."-’ -



‘lr'/.»g"’,'ff“,i;f‘;. T ’f’ AENRt 1

,‘Narbonne, N1111am S father and Gartn dé Montg]ane the progen1tor of the

uaclan (It is from»these two men that the a]ternat1ve cyc]e t1t1es are ’

> . g . . ..v,.

v-' ‘-

Another 1mportgnt feature of th1s cyc]e 1s the prom1nent ro]e L ji ’

3'¢ass1gned to the women of the c1an, notabe Hﬁ111am s w1fe Gu1borc

- Gu1borc appears f1rst in the Cyc]e as a Saracen woman of h1gh b1rth

' .beaut1fu1 almost beyond descrlpt1on, named Orable She is marr1ed to a

-.Saraoen kn1ght but 1s soon sm1tten by the charms of w1111am Eventua]]y

she deserts her pagan husband renounces her fam11y and re11g1on, 1s ' ’J ‘ _f‘

| ~‘»bapt1sed under the Chr1st1an name of Gu1borc and marr1es W1111am Shei

1s often at h1s,s1de and constant]y in his though*s, the1r 11fe together

is. noth1ng short of'1dy111c 13 h 3 IV".;.' - ;/” o

)' \)b

Gu1borc s prom1nence 1n*the w111ame adds an emot1ona1 depth not often 1"

found 1n the ep1cs, and her fem1nine gent]eness serves as a fo11 to

,w1111am s warr1or character Note GU1borc s tenderness as she 1earns of ‘fﬁak
”_'J xthe death of her nephew Gu1schard ,C?-f.fn” ' o
s Lo : e FE A ] PR
‘."' L 'v‘.' T
SENPE ’¢'f7 {ff’"T1en,.dame Gu1burc qo est tun ‘nevou Gu1schard, df

- Ja Vivien la cunte vif mes ne’ “verras'"
- --‘La"franche femme T1i tenddi ses braz,.
. -~ T E-) 14 colchat desus.le mort vassal:
el ‘Pe1§e le: corhi\

: si:14 faillirent.les braz; L
Elejfu femme, si out fieble-la char. =~ & '
o ~antre tere.en prist-le cors. un quas,, S

: }Tote 1a 1angue 1i. turnad une part
:'741Joesdi al VeSpre , : B

Guiburc le guarde Jus a 1a tere, e T

~ Troble out e ‘vis; e pasle la maissele, R
- Turnez Yes oilz. qui 11 eistrenten le teste;

" Tote la.langue 1i pendit sur senestre, o -; e

. Sur-ie mentun 1i enbrunchat ‘sun-halme. . o
S P]urad Guiborc dunc la. confortat Hillame 14, - <

"..r .
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| "8'21,
: The percept1on by aud1ences of the w111ame and other poems of the.
~-“_ Cyc]e wou]d have been that w1111am had ent1ced the most beaut1fu1 of
Saracen women to renounce her former ]1fe and embrace Chr1st1an1ty as h1s
spouse Undoubted]y th1s captured the 1mag1nat1on of young men seek1ng
"_ adventure and romance To combine - these two factors - w1th the defence of
“ ho]y Chr1st1an1ty, in the form of crusade would have served as.a strong‘

: encouragement for many young men to Jo1n a crusad1ng army

The cyc]e 1n genera] and the W111ame 1n part1cu1ar, are crusade

(Y

ep1cs 1n the same sense that the. Ro]and can be cons1dered a crusade
poem In ‘the W111ame w1111am s efforts are 1arge1y se1f-1nterested but
: fo]]oW1ng c]ose]y was the obJect1ve of preServ1ng and advanc1ng Ho]y

Chr1st1an1ty through a fonn of crusade " 1n this poem W1111am and hls |

nephew V1v1en are out to k111 as many of the heathen as poss1b1e and
.. with th1s goa] in. m1nd they et forth on the1r adventures aga1nst the1r

Saracen enem1es 15' Note the fam111ar crusade shout of muntJo1e in

the fol]ow1ng passage where the Franks surprise the Saracen arm1es

..f
.

,

.ifgLa Bata11]e‘out vencue Deram S
A 1'altre. feiz que w111ame 1%55 a] curb nids.
oo oo -S outpris 1'eschec e les: morz’desarmez,,
S * " Entrez erént Sarazins en lur:nefs,
"N Lur vent demoert; ne s'en poent turner.
”Ma1s les. se1gnurs des. paens e les pervers, S
~ Ben tresqu'a vint’ mile de la gent Derame, AT oy
Terre certeine alerent regarder : : . : 7///
~Une grant lTiue Toinz del: graver sur la mer, O R
Ensemble od €1s unt lur manger aporté, R
En.renc esteient assis a un d1gner P ';///, -
. : Es vos Willame al manger asené - : LT A
P od trent mile de chevalers armez ' o ,//
o e .t o Quiwun freit més lur ad aporté.. - . SR
S - Crient. Muntqo1e. Si vont.od els juster. .
' B Palen escr1ent' "Francs cheva]ers muntez'"

RSN .
Ol P



‘ Dunc sa111ent des tabTes a1 estur communel
m.g“' Igo i remist que ne s'en pout turner,
~ . Pain ‘e vin.e char i ad remis assez,
- Vaissele .d'or e tapiz e dossels.

- Mais 1i-paien nert purent endurer; = - R o T
- . Acuillent fuie vers 1a halte eve de mer, ‘ ' : '
,%%R_ ~ Si entrent es barges.e es nefs.. -
% - Pernent lur armes pur. lur cors’ conreier S
T'J#} ... A terre certe1ne 1ur v1nt estur doner ]6 R .
éhfter many fabuTous expTo1ts, V1v1en s k111ed h1s reward in heaven 3

is assured however, s1nce h1s death was ina hoTy cause. The exp101t$

i
Rt

- of w1111am and V1v1en are crusade exp]ghts and the poem served as ,4-“

"_pro crysade propaganda evenwwpﬁie funct1on1ng as an enterta1nment paece..-,ﬂ;;a'

)

@a

POEMS AS EXCULPATORY DEVICES FOR-CRUSADE FAILURE

The eTeventh twe]fth, and th1rteenth centur1es saw many poems
g wr1tten and deveToped about varlous rebe] heroes barons whose fam111es B

leT ctans were 1nvoTved in a struggTe or feud w1th another house baron or. ;5"

*

. k1ng These poems developed 1nto what has come: to be known as Le Cycle

- des: Barons RevoTtes (ATternat1ve cyc]e txtles 1nc1ude Le Cyc]e de.Doon

z:fde Maxence or La Geste de Doon de Ma1ence -and- The Feudal Cycl. ]e In the

' prev1ous poems. d1scussed ‘a 11neage or geneaTogy was aTmost a1ways traced

o 1back to some noble ancestor who prov1ded both cred1b111ty for the story E

‘and Teg1t1macy for the characters and the1r deeds.]7

As the’ stories of
“*fthe exp1d1ts of u§urp1ng barons and surrept1tious Tords were formu]ah@g

4by the. Jongleurs trouveres, the need for a nob]e ]ineage spurred the 3'

V,.creat1on of Doon de Ma1ence, @ great legendary progenitor to many of the

Y- .
>

3
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- . rebe] barons and the1r c1ans and a symbo] of revolt aga1nst centra]

84

autnor1ty 1n other 1nstances The a]ternat1ve cyc]e tltle, 1n bear1ng '

‘rjh1s name, sh'ws;the 1mportance g1ven th1s f1gure and 11neage “even though

h1s ex1sten¢e has never been proved | It appears that his character was

;“created to prov1de a foundatlon for the rebe1 barons and the1r c]ans,

: wh1ch oﬁfered the opportun1ty of Juxtapos1ng good and ev11, in many cases

«

- ;1n the cyo]e ‘the evil was embod1ed in the k1ng (often Char1emagne) “the

’_good represented by the rebe] barons The opp051te a551gnment of goo( gg$#l
A and ev11 was not tota]]y unknown, however o . 7'.t . 25/'
The crusade theme appears in th1s cyc]e in"a rather obscure but ;)/ .“

| ;' nonetheless en11ghten1ng fonn. From the ranks of the rebel barons and ;

o the1r arm1es very often come the tra1tors and v111a1ns who co]]aborate '

 ‘with the Saracens, thereby br1ng1ng defeat and destruct1on upon the ‘
"Chr1st1an arm1es or 1ead1ng a good Chr1st1an kn1ght to a premature death
_wh11e on a crusad1ng campa1gn. Even Gane]on whose treachery in La L

';Chanson de Ro]and is respons1b1e for the deaths of Ro]and and the Peers

at the hands of the Saracens, is. 11nked to the family. of rebe] barons -

1descended from Doon de Ma1ence Fhe 1engths to wh1ch ‘the poets went to '

P}

.make these connect1ons demonstrates the 1mportance p]aced upon 11neage

yand b1rth

It 1s poss1b1e that g1ven the 1arge1y unsuccessfu] nature of the

‘i'crusade movement in genera], accompan1ed by the many defeats of Chr1st1anr

m annIes and the deaths of noble Chr1st1an barons and kn1ghts, the rebel

4

*barons--and conversely, the w1cked'€mperor--were created in response to a
'3need for a scapegoat on wh1ch to p1ace the b1ame for drusade fa11ure. To

5the med1eva1 Chr1st1an m1nd, 1t was, 1nconce1vab1e that fa11ure cou]d come"

7.



85

- about as a result of 1nherent weakness 1n the crusad1ng armles the cause |

f was Just and the arm1es were r1ghteous defenders of the only true fv'_
re11g1on, the Chr1st1an crusaders shou]d therefore have been a]most e

automat1ca11y assured. of;;wctory BECE ' o e

when faa]ure d1d occur, an. excuse was needed--1ndeed essentlal--

R

w1thout~3ecess1tat1ng a re- exam1nat10n of the premises of qrusade.v.thefff

- on]y conce1vab1e excuse for fa11ure without ca111ng 1nto quest1on the -1

r1ghteouness of the crusade cause, . was human weakness from w1th the

ranks, the 1nfect1ous disease of betrayal and treachery by rebe1 barons f.f

-’n'.or eV11 monarchs who had been tempted beyond the1r endurance by. the

Lforces of ev1lsembod1ed in the Saracen arm1es., o the Christ:an m1nd of

k* the t1me, such a v1ew couTﬂ eas11y have oeen taken as a cause of crusede ;7

| ﬁa11ure ‘. . ‘-"v '“ctl*',f |
The use of Just such an excu]patory dev1ce, one that was eas11y
transmltted through the oral 11terary channe%s, wou]d have served two

purposes the crusade movement (and therefore, Chr1st1an1ty 1tse1f)

e wou]d not ]ose face in the 11ght of repeated fa11ure a116w1ng the v

.w"’ .

crusade to cont1nue unabated and, tﬁe 1mportance of honouring one' s

convenants and ob11gat1ons be they covenants of part1c1pat1ng 1n the

crusade or the ob11gat1ons of a nob]e Chr1st1an b1rth was reinforced 1n :

the m1nds of. men by Juxtap051ng these convenants and ob11gat1ons w1th the .

utter desprcab111ty of someone who had fallen from h1s stat1on of nob1e
i

stature -as had the rebe] barons or the wicked monarchs .of the poems._\

o



"POEMSjcﬁiTiCALEQf:CRUSADE“ryft ;jgf*-*j"fz‘?Jf:,-flf";"r e »'hjj;_:',v.,a?.};

-‘excu]patory dev1ces for crusade fa11ure 1s 1nd1rect1y supported by the f‘

B

T The theory of poems and unsavoury characters be1ng created as . v

.jappearance of—a ser1es of poems negat1ve 1n tone towards crusade in N
- genera], 1n many cases attempt1ng to a1locate b]ame for the fa11ure off?:vf5 .f ,ftf

.‘part1cu1ar crusades For some t1me after the fa11ure of tbg Second

"3Crusade the defeat of the Chr1st1an arm1es was blamed on the s1ns of the;:'“

‘;,phrase peccat1s ex1gent1bus

f p]under1ng and 1oot1ng after the crusade battles \\Such deeds shou1d not

'tCrusaders—-agaqn weakness from w1th1n--as expressed 1n Lat1n by the

18 Many of the poets fe]t that the

4
crusaders had a]]owed themse]ves to fa11 1nto greed and avar1ce I3

‘z

have been a]]owed for the so]e goa] of crusade was to have been the

- defeat of the 1nf1de1 and the recapture of the Ho]y Land, not the tak1ng "

o of worldly ga1n Unt11 the crusaders went into battle with th1s o ;*t

. ~arm1es, ecggwng the peccat1s ex1gent1bus ]1ne of reasonlng She termed

i fa]se Chr1$t1ahs worse be1ngs than unbe11ev1ng Saracens . a Statement |

” "part1cu1ar the loss of Dam1etta) the fau]t of “v11e men in the Chr15t1an

< {

-_51ngleness of mwnd God wou]d not upho]d them in the1r endeavors ]9 m.

P

A wave of non ep1c ant1 papa1 poetry swept the 0cc1tan reg1on of

"'France after the devastat1on caused by the A1b1gens1an Crusade however

a few poets rema1ned fa1thfu] to the Papacy by b]am1ng the crusaders :

themse]ves for the1r m1sfortunes f A poetess named Gormonda de : '

} Montpel]rer defended the Papacy by ca111ng the crusade fai]ure (and 1n _"hﬁ~_ _fif

‘1nd1cat1ve of'the attempts made by the people of the time to rationa11ze :



-
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e Do . ."'-* i e

T

the fa113re of what was supposed to be a glor1ous Chr1st1an

s endeavor 20' The rebe1 barons and the stor1es of w1cked monarchs may,

g

| 'therefore have been produced in order to f1]1 the need for v1Je men on e

,wh1ch the b]ame for fa11ure cou]d be placed

POEMS OPPOSED.TOHPAPAF CRUSADINQ poLIcy -

A
M

L]

The A1b1gens1an Crusade st1rred much negatlve emot1on in the hearts

2 . \.__'

"‘of the res1dents of the Languedoc reg1on whose own country had come

under attack and devastat1on.- Severa] ‘non- ep1c poems, shorter and 1ess

-

- appea11ng than La Chanson de - 1a Cro1sade A1b1geo1se appeared wh1ch

1‘-denoenced both the Crdsade 1n general and the avar1ce of the Pope or at , i

psplace Gu111em Ra1no] io two separate poems accused the papacy of - o

rneglect1ng the true crusade, that of protect1ng Jerusa]em and the Holy:*-

- S .
.least the papal po]1cy that had g1ven r1se to the campa1gn in the f1rst“ .

- Sepu]chre from the 1nf1de], 1n order to wage a war at home that cou]d bed

) noth1ng more than a ‘move to conso]1date both sp1r1tua1 and .

'temporal/po11t1ca1 power over the reg1on Roger«de Wendover a monk at

St A]bans, saw the crusade aga1nst the A{b1gens1ans as unJust, 1mmora1

-

:and greed 1nsp1red wr1t1ng severa] non epic poems of vary1ng 1ength 1n ‘}h'if? ﬁ?

| th1s regard A poem wr1tten 1n 1228 by Fo]quet de’ Romahs further

“reflected the hatred that had been created among the peop]e for the | :

Papacy and its poTlc1es 1n the A]bigens1an campa1gn 21

A]though some d1scontent wpth the Papacy was. ev1dent before the t1mev'>.-: o



[

.;of the A1b1gen51an Crusade the fee11ng became much more w1despread as, a wl

'resu1t of: the campa1gn and resu]ted 1n a number of other*poems and songs

s l

o be1ng produced whvch accused the Papacy of m1sgu1d1ng the crusade
movement and of uswng crusade efforts to ach1eve wor]d]y ends 22 'The,
ear11est of th]S ser1es oélpoems was by G1rau1t de Borne]h who- was moved

\:_"v_by the 1oss 1n ]187 of Jerusa]em to Sa]ad'm to wr1te a poem critu:‘mg

.j?bthe Papacy for a]]ow1ng such a travesty to occur Guyot de Prov1ns wrote

'gd ;a song ear]y in ‘the th1rteenth century wh1ch denounced the avar1ce of the
'fPapacy in a11ow1ng the Fourth Crusade to be waged aga1nst fe]]ow gi‘h’h'd'_z?;:
":Chr1st1ans, the Greeks, even though they had produced the sch1sm in ‘the B

dChurch Gu111em F1gue1ra repeated th1s 1n a 1ater poem as we11 23 %he

‘tone of each q{ these poems 1s much the -same as that of the. poems T

~expressing outrage at the d1sgrace of the A151gens1an Crusade. o "~‘»:{;n'.;=fi;

The Fifth Crusade (Dam1etta) he]ped to. spread the fee11ng of d1strust ;.
- of the Papacy Huon de Sa1nt Quent1n wrote severa] poems p]ac1ng the

V‘b]ame for 1oss of Dam1etta on c]erlcaT avar1ce partrcu1ar1y that of the

'Papa] Legate in the crusade' He was a]so very outspoken aga1nst the

.

-‘monetary redempt1on of the1r crusade vows The V1ews of Huon were echoed
: (\ X
by three other poets Mon1ot Gaut1er de Co1ncy, and Gu1llaume 1e C erc

de. Normand1e 1n his poem ent1t1ed Le Besant de D1eu

The crusade aga1nst Freder1ck II who was thought to be a heret1c,5 e
also 1nsp1red the wr1t1ng of poems in oppos1t1on to thp papa] sanctioned o ".i;
E campa1gns and the1r 1eaders. Th1baut IV Count of.Champagne dec]ared in ~;:':?f
'hfia song that 1t was heresy 1tse1f to perSecute Freder1ck Agﬂnoubadour 8

’,ffrom Lombardy, Uc de Sa1nt C1rc d1d not agree w1th Th1baut, writing a

. O



l',poem that descr1bed Freder1ck as a monster of heresy andacharg1ng h1n .ﬁff?

~fdw1th attempt1ng to hum111ate both France and the Church 2¢ g

, T St111 other poets spoke aga1nst what they percewved as th
;n1sd1reeted d‘usade po]1cy of the Popes Ra1mon Gauce]m (Gaucelin) de

- Bez1ers wr1t1ng we11 1nto the 12705 go1ned Huon de Sa1nt Quent1n 1n «faf}quffi'

g’
denounc1ng the sa]e of crusade vow redempt1ons 25 Pe1re Cardenal

,.became one of . the:most b1t1ng]y sat1r1cai poets of the th1rteenth f.dfift .

"‘fcentury Two of h1s poems, wr1tten about 1238, scorned the m1sgu1ded

H“ho1y wars and the greed of the cler1cs that had 1nsp1red them He saw

\ .

"the wor1dﬂy mot1vat1ons of the’ crusade 1eaders as the reason no. new JffVﬁ '
- campa1gns Were 1aunched aga1nst the Saracens or 1n re11ef of the cmty of i_;cﬁ,;ﬁ
ia-‘The-wr1t1ngs of these ant1 papa] poets reflect the w1despread

Tdd1scontent among the people w1th‘rhat had been,‘scant decades ear11er a

;hglor1ous crusad1ng and Chr1st1an 1deaL that had fa]len far short of 1ts t

once nob]e mark

Their'protests show to what extent the pope.‘
Jost control of pub11c opinion in his firm. .
determination to éstablish theocracy. No. o
one. shou1d ‘doubt- that theocracy was a-high
ideal, but the medns used to make it a: rea] y
conf11cted dramatically ‘with the twelfth Ce N
- “century conception.of .an 1nterna11y peacefu]’-*. ‘_,' B
Chr1stend0m united aga1nst the Mos]em : S

w s

R 2R . - N ) . . TR
: ' A The Papacy had once been able to un1fy Europe;‘f‘g-ﬂ“' S es
-~ - with the Crusading ideal; (it) however, could . - oo
: - not unify Europe with c1a1ms to secu]ar L e e
- L over1ordsh1p and when it strove to- enforce S L
" these claims:by means ‘of a Crusade, it
“inevitably 1aég itself open to susp1c1on
and contempt. .- : _

?
S



S1ncc none_ of these Tatter poems are of epm prOportwn they are

exc]uded fro!n deté’ﬂed exam'lnatmn here Nonetheless they attempted to -

o S . .
put forward a seerS message about crusadmg in the medwm of poetry /

R B
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5. -La1sse CLXKII, ]1nes 2316, 2325 2328 p- 194

6. See Van Waard pp. 24 38 for a iul] d1scuss1on of these many -
'theor1es -Note" espec1a1]y his conclusion en.p, 37, and 1tem 8 .on pp‘ o D
. 262-263, where he.concludes that the poem holds noth1ng so representaive’ . . .
-~ of any ear]ﬁer events as. to state that 1t has any factUaI h1stor1ca1 ' D
’bas1s whatsoever : _ : A

'ppt71‘ See the d1scuss1on in Van Naard pp 144715ﬁ} o o
| BN 235, note T f; a 1>' _ _;}- _av‘._"i, jhf' 't;;F}fﬁf. o
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g J].; Runc1man,_f pp 56 58; L .thi".}_ef% | .
4;-12 P1erre“ie Gent1A La thterature Frangalse du Moyen Age (Par1s )
. Colin, 1963) - P 47 N . : ;
_ e R L , Y
o E T §
13 Joan M. Ferrante Gu1]1aume d' Orange Four Twe]fth Centurx Ep1cs‘

(New York: Columbia Un1ver51ty Press, 1974), pp. 43-44." BT _g\s-

'14 qNancy V Is]ey (ed.) La Chan;un‘de N111ame (Chape] Hil11: oo
~ University. of North Caro]1na, 1952), Taisses CXXXVI‘CXXXVII 11nes Y &
1288-1302,  pp. 36 37 _ Hereafter cited as. w111ame e '_ ,_‘ : 3

4 15 - The "heathen ‘were. not d]fferent1ated 1n th1s cy]e as c]ear]y as in

" other crusading cycles: the term “Saracen" often included Moors, -

Northmen, MosTems, and even Saxons. ‘See Crossland, Med1eva] Fnench Ep1c, ‘i_;&w
p. 167, Cf Crosland, 01d French Epic, pp. 147-148 I . LA

N : :.’» . ~

w1llgme, 1a1sse CLVII 11nes»1680—1704 p 4. L -

17 The appearance of what often appears to be a- B1b11ca11y patterned
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R
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xﬁméﬂ§ Iegft vacy for certa1n actlons w1th1n the social*structures
B \}‘Cnos'and note5°<~Durang no.period of. French Titerature ways

3ing "bien né" more ingrained in men's: m1nds\than in’ ™
teenth centur1es.f‘ Crosiand OId French Eplc, p 8

¥l '”ddscuss1on of - the Eeccat1s theme, see JosephsBedie ?_v“

bry, -Les:Chansons de Croisade avec leur Mélodies (New Yg ﬂ\“

3 pps 172, CFf . Palmer Throop, “Lriticism. of ‘Crusade
E”nch and Provenca]“ in . Eetu]um XIII (1938) 379 412

Ry e S ; : g

v,ig,;j_p, p. 403 Throop contends that the rap1d expans1on of
Tupoetry in the. vernacular was a reflect1oﬁ of popular * oo

§ With the Papacy and the disenchantment with. crusading in . ™%

‘.@ ?esu]t of the fallures exper1enced and ‘the probIems

2 S ; :

Qﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁx BAN S o

E?}Ipﬁ dis EUSs1on see Throop, Pp. 379 412

iéﬁc‘irges of Guyot and F1gue1ra are not whoIIy Just1f1ed as’. SR

HERT I was also outraged at the d1vers1on of the Fourth Crusade.”f>;~

nncbel
ﬁee Throep, p 384

ARy T N

s
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" 'THE POEMS AS SOURCES - SUMMARY

'_@'

~

The stated obJect1ves of. th1s study were “to make the eplc poems on . -

:a crusade theme in Old French from the approx1mate per1od of A D 1100 to

oo
A.D. ]250 better known; - to exam1ne these poems to determ1ne/the1r o

kg,:s1gn1f1cance as to h1stor1ca1 deta11 that is comp]ementary'to the

»-ifnon poet1c chron1c1es, and to determ1ne 1f th1s same body of matertal
' v

t?.g1ves s1gn1f1cant 1ns1ght 1nto the 1nd1v1dua1 and co]]ect1ve menta11ty of e

};the French and the French nat1on of the t1me both in the west and in theh

s ,‘;“

;;Tcrusad1ng k1ngdoms

MR

.; Representat1ve passages in prev1ous chapters demonstrate that some ‘}u

&?jof the O]d French ep1cs do 1ndeed have some h1stor1ca1 content that is

e5worthy of study A br1ef sunmary fo]]ows,d

,?dLa Chanson d Antloche demonstrates the character of a text that

Qiy1s, barr1ng some mtnor 1mperfect1ons that do not substant1a11y detract

ffﬁ‘from the remalnder of the work both accurate in detall and re11ab1e in

"T.content The poem conta1ns numerous(descr1pt1ons of events, batt]es, :

*fbcustoms, geography, and other information that e1ther supp]ements

r1nformat1on found 1n chron1c1e accounts comp]ements that 1nformat1on, or i

- both In many spec1f1c 1nstances, La Chanson d' Ant1oche surpasses

'correspond1ng chron1c1e accounts in deta11 taken as a who]e, the poem
‘ . . . .

93



N r1vals the chron1c1e h1stor1es of the F1rst Crusade up to and 1nc1ud1ng 4 f'

the tak1ng of Ant1och As an. h1stor1ca1 source, 1ts va]ue/}é great and

shou]d not be underest1mated In51932,‘one,scho]ar]x_commentator notedf.

. .

the fo]]ow1ng

'\f

SR ‘Nous cvoyons que les poemes ep1ques des j-V";,}b; T
oo Croisades. mer1tent d'8tre mieux connus.. T . '
LA La Chamson d'Antioche, due, dans sa forme L
Sprimitive, & un temoin oculaire, est 1'un - ° °
" des documents 1es plus. v1vants, ‘les plus
poignants, et les p]us priginaux que nous.
.ayons sur la prem1ere Croisade.” Aucun = ™
historien consciencieux ne. devrait plus.la
neg11ger - Car e]]e contient des rense1gnements
trés importants qu'on cherchera1t va1nement
.‘chez Tes: chron1quers 1at1ns

¢

o~ >

jSome work ‘has been done an the Ant1oche s1nce 1932 much more yet

vrema1ns It 1s réﬁarkabt@ that an E*|11sh trans]at1on of the poem has

"'1- ;
N

The Esto1re de la“CUerre Sa1nte is essent1a1]y the only work

v

prose or verse of maJor 1ength that add ses the subJect of the Th1rd
'Crusade It is. recogn1zed as a maJOr sOurce of know]edge on. the subJect
'rand conta1ns no- f1aws that detract in any substant1a1 way . from 1ts

‘re11ab111ty as a source .Otker accounts of the Th1rd Crusade are >

,genera11y measured aga1ns;/;he Esto1re ﬁor accuracy and re11ab111ty, the B

- 'poem stands on 1ts own mer1ts as an 1mportant pr1mary source of

"h1stor1ca1 1nformat1on

“Work on the Estoire has progressed s]owly.‘ In 1897 Gaston.Paris.v-e .

produced a trans1ation, in French prose of the Esto1re wh1ch is sti]l

fthe best_source 1n.French.apart,frqm;the manuschpt. Since that-tjme,ﬂv-n

i

TR



B . o . o e . : - - ). »

tWO 5"911Sh trans]at1ons, one in Prose ‘and one in verse, have appeared |
No critlcal trans]atlons nor annotated ed1t1ons have appeared s1nce :‘f B
Parist work. .o T RIS

La Chanson de la Cro1sade A]bﬁge01se prov1des an accurate and

“llubstant1a1 h1story of ‘the A]blgens1an Crusade In general agreement

] h other h1stor1es on the subJect, 1ts oftwmes lax chxéao]egy 1s 1ts
{; 1ty substant1a1 f]aw In most other respects, the A1b1geo1se 1s both-li"“'“
’i *%e]wable and accurate, and may be regarded as an 1mportant -source. of

'V h1stor1ca] know]edge 0n1y two other sources are comparable to51t 1n_ .

-

'content‘and detai]. : 'l'-“g o R /("', L

. THE POETIC VIEW OF THE CRUSADING WORLD .
L S *'r AR R _,:n,_» P
In a str1ct]y factua] ana1y51s, the poems under study make some‘
contr1but1ons which are worthy of further study ' Add1t1ona1]y--and
.perhaps Just as 1mportant)y—-the poems prov1de s1gn1ficant 1ns1ght 1nto
'the poet1c v1ew of both the Chr1st1an and Saracen wor]d of the t1me
| | The’ style of ]1fe of the Franks in Syr1a was undoubted]y S0 fj
_yd1fferent or at least had become so different, from what 11fe was 11ke.
Fin France that a. new and d1fferent soc1et;‘evo]ved 'Th1s new soc1ety, .
'bd1st1nct from that of occwdenta' french soc1ety, evo]ved from the
adaptat1on of 01d cu]ture and customs\to new and d1fferent geography,

A’,']aws, governments, races, events and'even c]1mates The French carrled s

.f;w1th them to ‘the Holy Land the French menta11ty of the time: be]jefs:1n T



9%

S prod1g1es and m1rac1es, Tn s1gns and v1s1ons, 1egends of Charhemagne\

msmg to 1eithe Crusade,.prophemes and stomes of thQ’mstwgps

' $1s1ng en ma to defeat the ant1-Chr1st 1egends of the g]ery and .

ch1va1ry embod1ed in the Knights of the Round Tab]e and prophec1es and
{

prom1ses of 1mpend1ng Justxce and peace, usua]]y 1nterm1ng1ed w1th a .

- bel]ef in the second com1ng of Chr1st the defeat of the heathen nat1ons a
. of the world and the end of the wor]d when th1s éo]]ect1ve menta11ty of

‘ the Franks arr}ved in Syr:a v1a the crusade campa1gns it: was by v1rtue

-

- of events 1ocat1on and new soc1al‘\econom1c and pol1t1ca1 pressures, . " -ab
a1tered to ref]ect the Franco Syr1an 11fe a@ﬁ%ﬁresence. Th1s new--or ':‘ g
w ;r.gl . '

., a]tered—-menta11ty of the Franco Syr1an cruaiﬂers very much affected the

wr1t1ng of both the chron1c1e h1stor1es and the poems and many of the“
\6
facets of this new menta11ty of the t1me are ref]ected 1n the body and

o content of the poems.. In one wr1ter s wprds >®

LR h

vl

Les poemes des Cro1sades const1tuent des s R -
R témoignages importants sur une société - o TR
o, franga1se, déracinée de France, pour vivre, U

' - sous d'autre cieux, pendant deux s1ec1es ‘ :

.- environ, une magn1f1que épopée . . ... o S
- Sur ces poemes, 1' 1nf1uence orientale- est ,
.sens1b]e., Ces. conquerants, conquis par \ - RS
“1'attrait, la poésie, ‘le luxe et le soleil '
dela Syr1e ont 1a1sse dans leurs Gestes

un reflet de leur dme, -#ranga1se -toujours
- certes, mais fortement attachée a cette terre’
-ce1ebre ou, ‘au risque de leur vie, ils avaient
. t'ansporte ]eurs foyers 1eur§ inst1tutions,
]eur langue et Teur: re]1gion.

\

’f?%pvadd1t1on to 1n51ghts 1nto the pecu]iar1t1es of Frank1sh\Chr1stian1ty

an Franco Sy;1an soc1ety wh1ch the poems prov1de, 1nd1cat10ns are given ;‘

L as to how the Frankish crusaders VIewed the SaracenkWorld
ot . Vo



g,

'- The1r att1tude is f1rst revea]ed 1n La Chanson De Ro]and Pa1en unt tort

e chrest1ens unt - dre1t 3

—From th1s @z:lc prem1se ‘the crusaders ilf'; -

-

regarded themse]ves as God s chosen peop]e and Saw cru§ad1ng as the work

.. Si orez come Deus reguarde
# - Cels que i1 velt prendre en sa guarde
Qui.-a 1ui servir. se velt du1re
Nu]e rien ne-lui pore1t nu1re
IR , 5 S ‘ ,
The Saracens were morta] enemies"” a repughant race of m1sbe11evers

. who were out to overthrow Chr1st1an1ty,6
The w11]ame portrays the Mos]em view of the Chr1st1ans as equa]]y

‘ene-sided and 1nf1ex1b1e S SRR

R A

o .- Dist Alderufe: "Sez dunt te ared, Willame, . \
P . ... Que home e femme crestien ne de1vent estre;
‘Nule baptisterie ne deit aver en. terre, -
“A tort le prent qui le receit sur la teste o T
Cele bapt1ster1e ne valt mie une nife. I ‘
Deus est”el ciel e Mahomet en terre;
Quant Deus fait chaud e Mahomet yverne,
E quant Deus plut, Mahomet fait creistre 1 erbe
Qu1 vivre volt congié noz en deit 9uerea
E a Mahomet qu1 le sec]e governe."/ -

. n
A . B

X .
' "qg . . .
Mohammed S cursec were invoked upon. the Chr1st1ans and upon the1r wrong
" re11g1on 8 The phys1ca1 manifestation of these\att1tudes appears . . { .

frequent]y in the poems The fo]]ow1ng is an. example\

Le jor que Acre fud rendue,
Si com jo a? 1'ovre. entendue,
0t quatre anz, go fud chose enquise,
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- s ‘Que Sarazin 1 orent conqu1se, s AU

’Si ai en memor1e e.a main v(;..: NP “) o

s . +K'el fud rendue T'endemain .
<. De la. feste saint Beneeit. .

Mal gré.le poplé maleeit, *. -

Qui ‘Deus de si Boche ma?dle,‘ ] o

Nel puis’leissier que jo nel die. - 70 o
, L Qui Tores veist les eg]1$e§ e P '
i . o Qui jerent en Acre remises, . - ‘ ST

: - Com i1 aveient depechiees '~-"' R '

Les ymagenes e enfaceds, - PR . '
E les autieds jus abatuz, . s S e T e

E.croiz e crugifix batu. 3 L }s§-~'

-

RSP €1 despit de noctre creance - R L o ) &

- Por acomplir Tor mescreance, e N q?]*'
oo oo J:

4 . . E faites lor mahomeries! = . S
LG Mais els lor. furent puﬂs mer1es 9. IR

',x:g - . L R - \"

1deo1og1ca11y and as v1rtua11y 1rreconc11ab]e Throughout the§§§u54d1ng

. o v

epics, the Chrlst1an so]d}ers offer the1r Saracen adversar1es only. jﬂn

cho1ces bapt1sm or death In the poems under study here only two

Saracens renounced the1r nata] re11g1on and accept 1st1an1ty, and 1n.

these instances the conver51on 1s by cho1ce and 11¢not forced\upon -~“
' ] . R
al

- then. other 1nstances encountered thﬂ Saracens chose death

| It s noteworthy that in none of the ep1c, is the quest1on ra1sed of

T

Ca Chr1st1an convert1nqjto the Mos]em fa1th,s perhaps the poets

The poets v1ewed the two re}Tg1o§s as-totally opposed to each\other ,}

-

f;regarded such as totally unth1nkab1e The A 1b1geo1s however, shows.how

, denlal of the orthodox Chr1st1an re11g1on in favour of, heret1ca1 L

“conversion" was v1ewed ' o o
- L ’

e ~ oz
A1 comte o fan entendre e a sa companhia
La fola gent malvaza clan crezut ]e’eretg1a
... Encar veiran elh be, si Diaus e benaia, ™
S B Cal cosselh lor an dat aicels cui Dieus maldia.



T _‘author who noted that “Tos VoS metra ensemble ala gent Andecr1s

'vlland weak w11]e

R,

-E'pér 1a gent estranha gastea e issilheia; fa- _
< Que 1i Frances de Fransa e cels de Lombard1a,

“E totz 10 mons. 1or cor. e ls por aAFelon1a

P]us qu a gent sarraz1ﬂa _ S

. ] ) : PR % _\...

It was 1ess bad.to be born and d1e a pagan than to be born a Chr1st1an

‘Tnand turn from the fa1th

To be]ong to the fa@se Mos]em re]f@hon was: to 1nvoke the-hatred of
God h1mse1f Th]S att1tude appears throughout the poems and 1s most

_V1V1d in the Jerusa]em | S

__Mou]t fu grande Ta pro1e que Francho1s aco1111rent
.~ Le val de Josaphas arriere revertirent.
v+ Chil de Jherusalem 3 bataille en 1ss1rent
' - Paien et :Sarrasin. qu1 mouit fort s esbgud1rent
.L. m11e furent qu1 Damledeu ha1rent

Chr1st taught that no man can serve’ two masters, th1s doctr1ne was .t
~ -the core of Chr1st1an theo]ogy 14 If the Saracens worsh1pped a. fa1se '“

~ god, that god cou]d only be the Dev11m a]sd‘.hown as” the Ant1 Chr1st

99

g . - $ .
 Per ko er trastot mort e la terra per1a B Ty

T

e

Th]S v1ew of the Saracens is common throughout the poems, as shown by one a

al5 A

' second author expressed a s1m11ar att1tude by stat1ng "Si en getera cex

u] b

. qui servent au: d1ab1e Seen therefore as servants of the dev11 the

. Saracens embod1ed every 1mag1nab}e ev11 and every negat1ve character

-
tra1t The1r re11g1on 1tse1f was seen as. grounded in sorcery,17~they

'were tra1tors of the same type as Judas Iscar1ot ]8

d 19 20

and they were haughty and arrogant

The re11glous d1fferences between the Chr1st1ans and Mos]ems were . .

—

they were_cowardly S
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a}so c]ose]y 1dent1f1ed w1th rac1a1 d1fferences, to the extent that

]1tt1e d1fferent1at1on was made The Saracens were v1ewed as an accursed

race- of unbe11evers,.a view wh1ch carried the same negat1ve connotat1ons

. as noted above 2]' The phys1ca1 character1st1cs of. race are portrayed

' as d‘stastefu] 1f not abhorrent to the western warr1ors

“Une hisduse gent oscure, ¢ T L
1Contre Deu-e contre nature, e . ' :

ro es’ Chapels en lor testes, .
Deus ne f1st p]us ‘Taides bestes 22

Genera]]y speaklng, the Chr1st1ans regarded the1r eastern opponents

23

as mlscreants s a word commonly used throughout a]] the poems As

‘~an accursed race of sub- humans, no treatment of them- by crusaders was
'bh7seen as 1mmora1 In the fo]]ow1ng passage the 1nsu1t comes f1rst from :

the Saracens, but 1s soon. reversed by the Chr1st1an5°

- -Ce fu un jor d'un samedi, IR
- Selone 1'estoire que jo di, -~ -~/ !
.'Que l1a vile fu recovree =~ .. ./

‘E des Sarazins delivree, . . ,
-Que-mervei}]es'i orent faites =~ .- |
- E qui tozjorz segont retraites, -

“Car il orent Jaffe reprise,
E ]a'gent-CreSt1ene’oc1Se
Malade qu'il orent.trovee,
- S1 fu la verite-provee
‘Qu'en 1a vile tanz .pors: troverent
.o . - Queil oclstrent ‘e tuerent,
7 Que go fu-uné enfinité;

: -~y E go est seu de verité
i " TQue.char de porc-il ne manJuent .
7" E por o volentiers les tuent: -
Ne ‘heent plus rien terriene, . =~ =%

.. . El .despit de fei cr1st1ene,
- ~ S1 avoient mis e mellez v
' ‘ La gent eles pors lez a lez; .-
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Mais 1i. cr1st1en les cors- pr1strent :
Cil qui por Deu s'en entrem1strent
- Les cristiens toz entererent
E .les Sarazins hors jeterent
. Qu'au samedi ocis avoient -
- ——Bvec les pors, qui tant puoient -
o " Qu'il ne pooient endurer 24

To a Saracen, whose re]1g1on forbade any assoc1at1on w1th sw1ne, such

) .vtreatment wou]d have been a cardlnal 1nsu1t That ‘the crusaders engaged

unapo]oget1ca11y 1n such act1ons whale attrﬁbut1ng the1r act1ons to ;'
' -bod s’%ommand hetrays their att1tudes both towards the Saracens and -

towards themse]ves and the Chr1st1an cause
f Q )
The Chr1st1ans, as shown 1n the prev1ous quotat1on, were not a]one in

‘-‘~perpetrat1ng-.atrocmesr It 1sfnoteworthy, and aga1n 1nd1cat1ve of how
: '_the crusaders v1ewed themse]ves and the crusade, that atroc1t1es d1rected

,'towards the Chr1st1ans were 1nterpreted as a d1rect d1shonour to God:

9

- A Deu e com i1 lui mesfirent.:
Le jur de 1a feste honoree o SR -
“Ou tante lerme fud ploree, T L e
Le jur de l1a feste a ensemble ' . -
Toz les sainz qu'il el ciel ‘asemble,
~Nos. pend1rent la gent haie’
% As. murs d'Acre par envaie
‘Les cors des cr1st1ens qu'il pre1strent
- Dedenz 1'eneske, qu'il oscCistrent.

'<;_ ' - Ore escotez que 1i Turc f1rent

. Cil furent a dreit parconier, ~ P G

Co poent dire sermon1er, —

-De 1a grant joie pardurable
Qui sanz fin-jert e est durable
-Cels dont la feste esteit Egnue '

Qui a cel Jjor 1ert avenue.

- -

It is worth not1ng that JéLs were regarded in the same negatlve 11ght as

the Saracen unbe]1evers and the A]b1gens1an heret1cs altr were equa]]y

: «i
L4
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:QaCcursed In one 1nstance, the word synagogue“ isnusedetofdescribe ai}"" e
Moslem p]ace of worsh1p,26 and throughout the poems s1m11ar negat1ve )
~adjectives are: used to descr1be both Jews and Saracens 27 ‘f?_

_ Dby
Desp1te the mu1t1tude of seemlng]y 1rreconc11ab1e d1fferences the L
; ,western poets adm1red the sk111s and m111tary prowess of many of the
. Saracen warr1ors. In the fo]]owrng passages,‘Ambro1se:pays a'hack7handed
‘compliment. to the “1imbs Of:the'deviT“:' .
~ La gent Dampnedeu assaillirent _
Ci1 de dedenz as murs. saillirent:
Grant fud 1'assaute la defence
‘De cels qui orent poi despense.
Qui si forment se defendo1ent
Qui lor mesaise nos vendoient:

Ne furent gent si:defensable -
Cum furent Tu menbre a] d1ab1e 28

The poet cannot qu1te br1ng h1mse1f to adm1re his Opponents open]y but

B does go on. to adm1t that were’ gt not for: the1r unbe11ef a better people B

. cou]d not be found R '.:s- '=%;i-

~ Fierre iert Ia"gent"e'orgoi1105e - ,
. En la citié e merveilose: = oot
Se go ne’fustrgentimesCreueéu
- Onques mieldre ne fud veue. 9
1t is debatable whether the peop]e, as represented by the poets,_._'
’really understood the crusade campaigns 1n wh1ch they were 1nvo]ved. The;
-_author of the Antloche does an exce]]ent JOb of recounting the story of

. the faT] of Ant1och but offers little comment on the reasons for the

: campa1gn 1n the f1rst p]ace.j Ambroise offers no editorial comments in



the Esto1re on the fa11ure of the campa1gn as’a crusade campalgn e.'

A

'speaks qu1te unapologet1ca11y of the cross be1ng ceded to Sa]ad1n and

ends h1s ep1c descr1b1ng what amounts to 11tt]e more than a trave]ogue of '

".”-h p1lgr1mage to Jerusa]em.30 Certa1n1y the t1t1e of h1s poem 1s

:'apt for he Saw the conf]1ct as a ho1y war,.but whether he understood 1t
as a crusade--as a campa1gn to recapture the Ho]y Land and‘overthrowrthe',-‘vux
| 1nf1de1--1s quest1onab1e, for he offers 11tt]e 1ns1ght 1nto the |
.v matter 3] S . . . .

"4 The- A1b1geo1se on the other hand g1ve§ the 1mpressaon that the |
}people understood the goa] of the crusade from beginn1ng to end Th1s is
‘.due perhaps to the fact that the A1b1gens1an Crusade was un1que and cou]d _'
'not by v1rtue of location and obJect1ve be confused or 1nter—m1ng1ed
wjth,1deolog1es of,pw]gr1mage or rac1a1-b1gotry. ”It was a ho1y<war'
ideSigned to stamp out heresy amongst a western Frankish‘peop1e whorhad no"

: excuse as-others»might have had' As noted ear11er, s1m11ar term1nology |

'was used to describe both heret1cs and pagans but as d1st1nct 1mpre551on
_1s left that it caused the crusaders pafn to f1ght the1r own race’ 1n |
.~the1r own terr1tor1es 32

If proper caut1on 1s exerc1sed in ana1ys1ng this type of mater1a1

the att1tudes and. percept1ons of the peop]e descr1bed in the poems and .
the sp1r1t expressed within the poems become 1mportant aids in
understand1ng the h1story of the~per1od The poems themse]ves are an
'exce1]ent representat1on of theﬁcu]tural and soc1a1 development of the =

fFrench peop]e of the era. The fact that for the first t1me ‘the: poems

appear in the tongue of: the ]ayman also reflects this deve]opment
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The case can be made that the poems are more representat1ve of the L E

| ‘common man's v1ewp91nt than are the chron1c1es.. The chron1c1e h1stdr1es
}were produced genera]]y speak1ng, by upper c]ass persons for an upper “'

c]ass aud1ence Poems, on the other. ‘hand, wére produced genera]ly by a
\ .

?,p 1ower class of person, in a vernacu]ar 1anguage, for a genera] aud1ence.

»Iherefore the poems may be to some degree more 1nd1cat1ve of" how the 7
f‘common peop]e perce1ved crusade. The poems are the fru1ts of a certa1n
frame of m1nd that reflects French life at the time of the crusade
'campa1gns wh1ch they descr1be' If taken not a]together 11tera]1y, th1s -
'poet1c percept1on of French soc1ety revea]s much about the h1story of the
'per1od and is perhaps the greatest contr1but1on of the poems d1scussed

R

here - '”_' s C A _ !
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- NOTES - CONCLUSION - -+ ¢ o

1. Hatem, pp. XI-XIL.

2. p.ags, }

3. Bédier, 1a1§sé inlx 11ne 1015 p 86. =
4, Esto1re, ]1nes 2841 2844 p 776, Compare 11nes 3815 3819 p. 102.
'5} See W11]ame 1a1sse XCIV 11nes 813- 822 p" 23 T ';fe , |
6. . See Estoire, 116es 3367- 3372 p. 90. | ‘

7. '.W111ame 1a1sse CLXXXIX 11nes 2111 2120 P.. 58 o | ?_

8. See Antioche,- 1a1sse CLXXV ]1nes 4063 4065 p 2]9 Compare ]'"
vAspremont lalss 18, 11nes 328- 334 p.-11. v .

9. . Esto1re 11nes 5225 5244 P. 140

10. Gu1borc and her brother Renewarq, both convert w1]11ng]y to ,

.Chr1st1an1ty in the W1]1ame = o o \ , L
L - ' » 41- : : : ’ R
~11. The Roland speaks of an 1nv1tatﬁon by the . Saracen‘kang Ba11gant for :
Charlemagne to become his vassa] Char]emagne ‘turns the: tables by maklng

a uch more convincing and powerfu] ‘counter-offer to Bali

Baligant's 1nv1tat1on hints at conyersion; Char]emagne s is -
stra1ght forward - .See Bed1er, 1a1sse CCLX 11nes 3589-3601, t“298._ D

3~12;' 1b1geo1se,‘1a1sse 47 11nes 10- 18 p. 112.°
“13.- Jérusalem, Taisse 11, 11nes 62- 66, p. 5. T

414.”:Matthew 6: 24 Author1zed (K1ng James) Ver510n
: 157 pAnt1oche, 1a1sse XVII 11ne 366 p 35.
16, JBrusalen, 1a1sge L, ine 1810, p. 75.

| 1?5 jSee the Ant1oche 1alsse CCLVIII 11ne 6218 p 310,
18;”?La1sse CCOXLVII, Tine 8803 p. 433
, 19.‘ Willame, 1a1sse CCXXXII Tine 2954 pP. 80 Compare Estoare, 11nes
4030-3038, Note here that the Chr1st1ans are portrayed aE"EQEEf
-voppos1tes of the cowardly Saracens

, .
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"20 Esto1re, Tines 5530- 5539 p )148 Compare lines:3433,.p. 92 and' .

11nes 6735 6768 _p. 180, ( .
_21. L1nes 3056 3076 p 82 Compare 11nés §067 5079 p 135

22, L1nes 3348-3352, p. 90. Compare the willame TJaisse CXC lvnes

2134-2143, p. 59, where A]derufe the Saracen 1s aescr1bed as a 1arge,.
~hardy, swarthy man. :

23 See for examp]es ‘the Ant1oche 1a1sse XXVI, 1ine 569 p;d43§vthe i

Aspremont laisse 36, 1ine 676, P 22, and-laisse 121 ~Tine 2104, p..68;'
- and the W111ame 1alsse XIV line 103 p. 3. o -

" 24 Esto1re lines 1]267 - ]1293 pp. 301 302 Compare lines 3661 3700
PP. 9§ -99 as another example of. atroc1t1es by crusaders

"'v25. Est01re 11nes 3175-3190, " pp. 85 86 S
26, -See-Jerusalem '1a1sse XXV 11nes 1247- 1248 p. 53 .
.27, See Antloche, 1a1sse CCCIII 11ne 7628 p. 379. Compare laisse

CCXCIV, 17ne 7304, p..363. ,Compare Willame, laisse LXI, 1jne,54o;'p.
-16. Compare Jersualem, 1a1sse XIII l1ne 6471 P 258, ' :

;28 Esto1re ‘11nes 3409-3417 pp.’ 91-92, Compare 11nes 2913 1920 P 78

”’ufor a s1m11 ar back handed comp11ment
29, L1nes 5067 5071, 135,
30, See Tines 12013 12352, pp. 322- 332.

37, See Ambroise (Lamonte and’ Hubert), pp. 24 25, who claim. tﬁat
_'Ambro1se never understood the psycho]ogy of the Syr1an Franks.

32, See A1b1geo1se, ]a1sse 28, pp. 71- 73
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@f 'Th!re are but three types of song which all men hear~ :

© APPENDIX-

<

TRANSLATIONS OF: FRENCH QUOTATIONS. 3

The following transiatfonS'of the non'Eng11sh passages found in the text,
of the paper are provided for reference purposes, to assist those readers
.who may -encounter d1ff1cu1ty 1n fo]]ow1ng the French

j Where - poss1b1e the attempt was to reta1n the conf1gurat1on of lines and
laisses as in the original; no attempt has - been made however to prov1de
an Engl1sh rhyme : :

The attempt was a1so to prov1de as 11tera1 au¢rans1at1on as poss1b1e to f _'v

parallel the text of the 01d French for comparison purposes. This
prov1des the English-speaking reader with an idea.of and fee11ng for the ‘
- poet's original.medium. o
. + ¥ ‘ 4’_[@'
All translations are by the author

: Trans}at1ons are 1dent1f1ed first by the name of the chapter in wh1ch
they are found, and then bv the footnote citation number Wh1ch marks it
in the text. . o :

o . o .

_ FRONTISPIECE

. The- great interest in.a work of art, a poem or_a romance is to make us
understand, feel .and taste.deliciously, Tife with the partwcular taste
that it had at the time when this work was conceived and in the society
of which it is the most subtle expression; in the end there is.not a more
precious monument of the morég of other times, no testimony more certain
of the o]d state of a soul than to listen we]] to such a story or such a

. song, _

. ro ‘ Anatole France

-

~ CHAPTER III - EARLY VERNACULAR LITERATURE. ° ¢
Note 1: > I . T, -
. o . .

b4

‘He who listens at 1e1sure and with talent -
Will have peace, if he listens to a good and valiant, song
0f which the book of history is both w1tness ‘and guarahtor

‘;'ﬁ;Therexn no wicked songsters boast,

“For:if..so they would know how to say ne1ther verse nor song

.f France and of Britain and of Rome the great;
*I:And thare are no others which resemble these three. :
-The stor1es of Brlta1n -are.so dro]] and p]eas1ng, . . .

;lm ‘\
[
-

N



o Those of Rome are w1se and of sound 1earn1ng,
& " For those of France it must be apparent for each to- see- L
: - That- the crown of France should.be placed ahead. of all others,,
For all other k1ngs wh1ch believed in God S R
By Christian law must be depdndent on him.. S R
The first king of France God made by his command, o
Crowned in dignity by his -angels amidst singing;
* Then commanded him to be on earth His lieutenant;
To dispense .true justice and.elevate the law.
_~This commandment others held after .him: A o
Anselm and Pepin, who were conguerers, o N
And Char]enagne of A1x whom God great]y 1oved '

\ ’ S

P CHAPTER IV - CONTEXT
' Note 1:

~,

"t:Q May it p]ease you that I tell a good song
- v of great story and grand barons7

.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

- There are but three song: cyc]es to]d in France the well- prov1ded
None can-deny this. . N . .

. That of the kings of France is the greatest ¥ :
" And the other coming after, good and true is what I say,
Is of Doon, who has a full beard, _
He of Ma]ence who was a great baron
From h1s 11neage come men that are proud and strong
From this - 11neage wh1ch made a bad name
Is the’second song cycle. o
The third song cycle, which is of great va]ue,
Is of Garin of Montglane, he of proud appearance. )

i

‘. —_—

Note4 22

-'Char]es the king, our emperor Cha¢1emaqne,-
Fu]]y seven years-has been in Spa1n._ . b
_ , A o

Note. 31 " . o ST

5‘ “My” 1ords, th1s song is, made after “the pattern of
_ That of ‘Antioch, and vérsified in the same manner '
’ And with the same song, for those who know how to rec1te

A



- We have there so many -strong. knights’

Note 6

", CHAPTER V - THE POEMS AS.HISTORICAL SOURGES ~

Hote i: T {Tf

s

And the good k1ng Ph11bppe arose to his feet,

" Saying to Peter the Hermit: "Is. it true’ L

That the pagans - ‘have our men d1scouraged and beaten?' -
“Sire," answered Peter,d“by the God of majesty

There i's no.baron or prince who comes to.my mind,

“Which the pagans have not beaten or killed. . -
Fu]]y thirty thousand have they ‘taken and Ted away.

It js-ordained by the Apostles that you succor’ them, -

‘And the’ ‘true holy supulchre deliver. from the pagan§.if

. He who«dies for God will . be crowned;

In heaven withs the angels will his place be
"0 .God, " said the king, "Be. thou pra1sed'“» :

_Sa1d he to Count Hugh "Dear_brothers you will go

i

At Constant1nop]e were many qreat ‘ones assemb1ed
From France ‘and from Burgundy -and other far 1ands
One night they called upon Taticius,

Close friend of.the Emperor and born of h1s s1ster

S0 mary barons have come and. assemb]ed here’, .

" And have no 1odg1ng inside the walls,

Note 7 h"”" SR o

“And have erected utside both pavilions and tentst :

Taticius sent” to fhem meat and wine and, graanji

’And hay and oats and’ bar]ey bread.
.Note 15 _;_' e in' (T

: f The day was, 5eaut1fu1 and clear” and the 'sun. Was. h1gh
-Right.at noon was the day hot, ;

The ‘troops were so thirsty that many had strayed

The Knight Tancred greatly desired. water. - - -
Those of the company had a job.to do, : '
The womep—and girls, of whom there were. S0 many,
Threw.down ‘their cloaks and got ‘to work. ..

~ . They carried water to the valiant kn1ghts,

With pots, shields and in goldeén vessels.
When the troops had drunk they were invigorated.

And so came. the re11ef which was:so much des1red _h:-}lt

[

: And the other cqmpany wh1ch was d1v1ded from the host .

Peter of Estaenor and Ra1na1t the valiant e

'And Ba]dw1n de Bourg,who was w1th them,

S
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'”’Ba1dw1n of Bou]ogne -who was reun1ted w1th them,

It came 1nto h1s heart that he dould be after Tancred

| o Note 24

- We will give him battle, as.a contumacious vassal.

Ll

'{’Note 18:.

.We will say that Ba]dw1n had been supp11 zd w1th
- Neither. pread nor wine nor meat nor capon nor b1rd S
~ Nor could any be found to buy, anc so frod had given out. - i
"~ He knew not what he could do; and so, he took messengersv,_ L
~ And sent ‘them straight .to Tancred the Apul1an B
For the love of the Lord who was ‘hung on the cross o
- May you send us alms, for we are. overcome with hunger
~And Tdncred replied: "Gladly, do not. worry, ’
. ~Such- as we have will be shared with you.
_When Baldwin saw it' he rejoiced greatly, : Lt
-And offered prayers of’thankfu]ness to the God of heaven.“ .

-

R1chard, see1ng the princes, ca]]ed Tancred
See there Baldwin, who greatly hates you,
Call your barons, those who are your own, .. .

¥

.;*w.

. w1111ngly, dear sire, when I have been so advised. "
*'A trumpet was sounded, the men were armed. =
When Baldwin saw the formation, fie we1ghed h]S thoughts, ‘

And sent to Tancred and told fim that _

For God and for pity, for holy char1ty R S
~ That Tancred would be ieft in peace,-if he showed good w111
~And Tancred responded: "I ‘do not believe it." L

The messengers were chased back to the camp,
*When Baldwin saw them, he sounded a horn, :
A1l ran to arms with the ‘honoured. baron. o

- Baldwin went in front, with his hauberk. on,

‘Brandishing a lance,. without restraint,
- And attacked a knight who held a- sh1e1d

. ‘And a sharp sword, until.he was brought down.

~ And when the peop]e of Tancred saw him Joust1ng S0, .. . e
~ ~They knew well that they would be ‘given no mercy '
So they. turned the1r backs, all- together, : . BT S
Baldwin pursued them down into a valley, oo ' e
-Fourteen kn1ghts were there unseated, - - .~ I : : o

Then-he drew'his sword with golden hilt.

And he came to the knlghts and gave batt?e,
- They scattered over three leagues; = - .
- Then he .put away his sword, and returned -

~And the baron kn1ghts he’ commended to God. - . . '

'The companions. of Tancred then reasoned with him on the matter
3 By my fa1th s1re, you have\encountered ev11"

. \/”1
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'Dev1]s who have bew1tched you have done th1s to you
Fourteen kn1ghts have been led to destruction."

Then even Bohemond reproached him: . K .

- "By my faith,. friend and nephew, your pride. has led to ev1] ‘ e
If the brother_Qfmthe Duke had now taken me in hatred B .

You would not -have a penny worth. anyth1ng, ‘

" You should approach Baldw1n, that you may be’ reconc11ed

--Sire, so tell the duke, as you wish.” -

. Four hundred sqldiers went with him, - -

And beseeched Baldwin to’whom they had been 1ed

. Tancred went in great hum111ty to the encounter

" Speaking piously and -begaing mercy; . ’

:.They wi]]1ng]y kne]t before each other and were reconc11ed

.

'Note 27:

: The Chr1st1an host was very. 1arge,‘
They had: no v1ctua]s, many were lost. _ R S
Peter the Hermit was in his #nt -~ . -~ - e

~When the King offthe . Tafurs came to him, with his followers, o : -
More than. a thot and therg were, all: swo11en with hunger:. v
"“Sire, counsel ug, for pBly charltv

.For we die of: hunger - rom- capt1v1ty

And Peter responded: s because of your weakness

. Go, take of these. Tur ho. are close there; ‘o ,
~They are good to eat if they are cooked and salted. "_“”==

- Aid said the King of the Tafurs: "You speak the trith."’ . '

" He’ tyrned from the tent of ‘Peter, to instruct his rabble, -

- _Who numbéred more than ten thousand when assembled together

The Turks were. gutted, leaving the skin,

. And in the evening.were roasted, with flesh we11 cooked
" There was sufficiént for all to eat, but with no bread
By this the pagans were greatly troubled; P

- For the smell ‘'of the flesh rose to the wa]1s,

-Where twenty thousand pagans witnessed the feast, EERN S
There ‘'was not a sole Turk ‘whose eyes did not weep; & o

For their kind that were eaten they lamented in great sorrow

Ah%.Lord Mohammed, what great cruelty. S :

Take vengeance upon thcse who have Caused thee such shame;

“When -they seat people, all are defiled; .

They are not French, but rather 11v1ng devils. . o .

Mohammed curse them and their Chr1st1an1ty - R RSN
For 1f they do th1s th1ng, a]] w111 be d1shonored"‘ '

e

2
Pl Bhe ¢

Now the klnq of Tafurs was re1nv1gorated

. . And he and his company, of whom there were many,

With their knives used for $licing and preparing-
_Gutted the Turks, beneath those who were close by,
_ See1ng ‘pagans, they cut them into pieces,

‘And in the even1nq over coals they cooked them we]]



Willingly they ate them, without bread or salt;

And said one to the" other* “This is so savoury

As to be worth more than pork or bacon;
~Sad are those who .die without having tasted."
"-The king.called together his assemblage.

The ‘Turks that they roasted caused a.great aroma to mount
And in the city of Antioch the cry arose

That the French-ate the Turks they had k111ed :
-Pagans shoWed themselves outside, many and great they were,
~ Pagans so plentiful that all of the walls were f111ed;

To the highest window climbed Garsion, , -
With his son Sansadoine his relative Ysores,
. There .were. thousands of pagans, young and old.

. Garsion said to them: "For ‘the sake of Mohammed, -

>These dev1ls eat. our peop]e, now think. of 1t'“

Note 28

"_Our barons enc1rc1ed Ant1o*h

And murdered -the pagans and cut.off the1r 11mbs,-"

Fallen and thrown one on top of the other.

" 'With blood and brains were all- their arms sullied,

-~ 'And the b]ood from the bodies was high in the streets
,Many lovely pagan women were seen.to be great]y troub]ed

Shaking their fists and. taking up arms, -

TInvoking the guardians Mohag -and Apo]]yon

" -That they might curse the F ench who afflict their peop]e

~ "Great sorrow do these‘advérsaries bring to our Tands'"

The Saracen pagans went back to reassemble.for battle

" There were thirty thousand. preparing to fight,
~0f which could be seén a very proud array, o

B ‘Many ‘great lances were broken, and many shields. p1erc d

‘Many shoulder -plates were’ shattered and coat mail cut throuqh

. And many Saracens drew their’ bows .

~And struck' with shafts and darts and blades and 1ances,- i

- And javelins were launched and’ struck- and p1erced many, L
And maces and battle-axes 'and pikes and hammers! S

The: dead ‘and the dy1ng made of the earth a.marsh’,

The battle Tasted through- the whole day, :

. And the evening and the morrow until the.night descended

: Be11eve what the poet says, it:-was a great and. terr1b1e event

Note 30

. In great Joy- Came the host which- GGW%gda1ned
. They descended to the Iron Bridgey noné stopp1ng,
. The span. of. which was large for great boats, . -
~ The bridge ‘was of arches,’ ‘made with great sk111
N1th Two guardhouses and towers each,well adorned.

16



Note 31:
" When they Saw the batt]e, each of the Franks was. angered _ )
They cried: "Holy Sepulchre. Barons, now it appears . N
That none will have honour but those who are worthy of 1t
- To. each is given that which he will conquer; . o
. Much gepd will come. to those who gain mastery over the pagans. -
"~ Engerfdghd de Saint-Pol spurred on his horse, S .
.. Ahead of the great body of men - '
~ And went. to attack the strongest batta11on of Turks
' ‘The lance that. hie held knew he well how to .use:
. “And right before Garsion he killed his nephew. ’
"And when the lance broke in battle, five Turks’ fe11 upon h1m
- ‘Then he took his sword, and- tossed its sheath aside,
‘And muttering oaths he cut off their heads. :
_*Garsion of Antioch shot an arrow at him, '
Which hit his horse, piercing the flank’ shields, -
The war horsS€ took death, but Engerrand got up;
“He grasped his sword’ and held tightly his shield,
 He ran-upon the pagans, fearing nothing e
With the cold steel blade he-gave them hefty b]ows, o
He was encircled by pagans, and if Jesus who created all the wor]d
Had not. taken thought for him he would not have returned.
When our barons saw this, the scene weighed heavy upon . them
"Holy Sepulchre" they cr1ed, and all went forward: :

~And great damage wou]d have befa]]en had they not rescued Engerrand

o Note 33

- Pete -~ the Hermit rou ted his mule:
_-He led the barons and the princes away with h1m, : :
- And the rich assembly ‘of nobles, which God greatly honoured .
- And went to the top of the mount Jehosaphat. -
A1l the city of Jerusalem they could see and looked upon it;
To the barons and the princes he spoke, and recounted w1se1y:l.
- "In the holy city, good Tords, I have been; S
 See there the Mount of Olives, the place where God- asked for j
- The ass and its colt, and they were taken to- him, : '
See there the golden gate, by which Jesus entered
“Into the holy city, and many removed = .
Both tunic and robe, and he went forth upen them
The children of the Jews were there.in a great crowd;
. In the midst of the streets, they strewed in the way.
~ Olive branches and palm boughs.
The city was weeping, the people’ knelt down S
- At the feet of Jesus Christ, and none arose.
See there the Pretorium, the place where his case was p]eaded
Where Judas peld him after having left him.
'.‘Th1rty co1ns were taken no more were requested

~——
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. And see there the column, where he was tled ’

And. the nearby garden, where he was crowned with. thorns

See Mount Calvary, to which he was lead, -

Barons; on that same day-they crucified h1m,

And Long1s the soldier pierced his side with a lance,
-~ And the blood came forth from ®im onto’ Go]gotha.

See there the sepulchre where Joseph. p]aced him;
- The good servant watched gqver his lord::

"-Seven years he had served him, ‘and askéd no more: S

‘A great recompense it was that the king had given h1m e

~See: there the holy. temple built by Sqlomon. S
- There: were the apost1es, when God consoled them, -

By’ saying 'peace be unto you', which enlightened them

See there the. courtyard ‘where he taught them :
“In n1nety;plne languages which he taught them

See t ere-ﬂ0unt Sion, where died’ '

“The m ther«of Jesus Christ; when the century'passed
- ..And see the va11ey of . Jehosaphat where she was carr1ed

There 1is the sepulchre, ‘where she was laid. :
-When hig; E}essed angels conveyed her ‘into Heaven, . S e
Now we pray to the Lady who God loves so -much, ~ = IR
That our ‘'gins will be. pardoned by the king who created a]] A
-The great ones and the small ones-as each has sq,comm1tted "
'"Ameh’ God. our Father'"’each .one- of them cried :

Note 34: l‘t‘ .
} | . "». “ N &

Now ‘came . r1d1ng together the Franks and Apu11ans,
4g¥1th lances in their holsters, ens1gns wav1ng,

Thé mounts displayed great pride.. :

- The tents and the shelters rema1ned there.’ R

~The sick were tended, those who were greatly suffer1nq,
.- The, women carr1ed water to those Franks who were want1ng 1t o

" Note 35

_ Great was, the assault and 1ong the attack T
And many”d1ed around and amongst us in great suffer1ng
- The women. were there, each .one armed; B
~And not" one of them" had not a tattered robe; B
~ Each carried water; and very much was empt1ed e
And each carried stoneés in her folded sleeves;
. Each one to her.troops cried in loud voice:
- "Who ever has need of drink, for God"s sake. may he te]] us
v Gladly he may have it in the name of holy Mary;
- Now defend eagh one of you both yourself and your 11fe
"He who -does jt- well will be in the company -
. Of the angels.-in heaven, in eternal tife: ' I
“;There w111 ‘each’ have his fondest thoughts fu1f111ed'"- o



0 God: these words encouraged gheatly ouh men;
~Holy Sepulchre thgly cried with one Toud vo1ce,
“Then they entered the ditch with no rein resenved

o ,More than a thousand went together at gne: time.

. Hote 36 A i~a15 h:.lﬁl'.ﬂ'fif ' '-f" L S o il

Y

You wou]d have heard such Joy, such noise and such confus1on
And crying in p1ty for so. many valiant kn1ghts
‘And so many squires, so many wives, :
. Many princes and many barons weep1ng from.grief;

.You would have seen them hugging and embrac1ng the Duk&
They: hugged his neck and kissed hi's cheeks many times.

You would have heard the woren cry1ng many t1mes
"Lord God. .Now are our wishes fulfilled:

Ah, Jerusalem. ‘How much is done to make you proud'
.The Lord God must shelter us there again, -
- So that his body may be worshipped and: b]essed

- And ‘his holy 'sepulchre made beautifully c]ean
Let Uy do it, if God will aid those o
Who have come across the sea to avenge his. body, S L
Each day we will 'have pure hearts:.to. serve you." .
“Oh God' these words 1nsp1red our men - :

: Note 39

The Pisans who were w1th the host T DT

"And ‘the other men-who knew the sea - L

 Built on galleys‘castie-towers . : o

‘With two-great ladders bound upon. them; - o

A1l of their vessels were covered with h1des,4

And the castle-tower as well; e

The Tower of Flids they bes1eged :

‘And there launched many arrows and other weapons

- Those in the tower. defended themselves . e ‘ .

So well that they sold their 11ves dear1y,‘s_; v

~ From the city in galleys v s T
Emerged more than two-thousand = . :

Saracens who readied for battle B S

. To aid the other sons of dogs; ‘ o

And they shot arrows and launched sharp darts, : _

- While throwing large rocks, - . T S

- Great and heavy, ' g o o

Which broke iances and shields.

When those of the tower attacked,:

b

- Those defending fared no less well.

-~ You would have seen well dur men draw1ng the1r bows, -
-Sending many shafts over the walls; : :
" You would have Seen the arrows ra1n1ng down



| 3v}But much happened at sea .

Q‘vSo that the Turks were ob11ged to h1de themselves,'

" You ‘would- have seen assau]ts made by va11ant men

- Who worked .in relays,

* .The Tadders were readied :fii- .
- On the tower and made fast aga1nst ‘the wa11

. With great.effort and with much loss.

- For the enemy threw down upon the heads

' Of the Christians who where setting up the 1adder5“-

" Large beams, but they were thrown
Upon.men who were . not d1scouraged
The Turks ‘returned in great numbers
'And set fire to the tower, 5 :
~And down -came those who were in. 1t

This was done by throwing burning Greek f1re,f»-”

Fighting a great battle.
" ‘Where died" many of the Saracen men.
-The castle-tower was burnt qu1ck1y
.And the ladders also =

“And the vessels which carr1ed them

- By which the Turks took great comfort;

~’And when they saw our distréss -~ =~ ~ . %
~ .They cried in loud voice

And the hated folk howled

At the. host wh1cﬁ‘gave God - ald;
‘ :u E

?Note 10:

And many other th1ngs came to pass.

Outside a trench; it happened one day
That a certain knight had- turned h1s back

"To attend to a need _

-That each man experiences.

-As he was bent down

To relieve himself

One of the Turks of the. forward guard

Of whom the knight was taking no notice, . .

Left the others and hastened toward the kn1ght

.- Now it was. villainous and d1stastefu1

. How he conspired to do the knight ev11 -
“While he was engaged in such matters.

He was some distance from the forward guard

Holding. the lance extended -

-~ -Towards the knight to kill him, ‘
"When the others of the host began to cry

~ "Flee, ‘Sire, flee, flee!" . '

- It was with; d1ff1cu1ty that he raised h1mse1f

_Neverthe]eas he raised himself to his feet

-Not having fulfilled his need.

: .]The Turk cdme as! fast as. h1s horse cou]d stride,_ )

A ,,,;‘ .
A RN
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Th1nk1ng to knock the kn1ght to gbe earth
But, by the grace of God, he’ fa1Teﬂ L
“'For the kn1ght ran as1de,_. o .
And-grasped- two stones in- s haqps

" (Now hedr how God is a Just avenger)
“And when the Turk fiad made his pass

- And returned to finish. h1s task o'o_g
 The kn1ght took aim . : o
Seeking 'to bring him down,’ _
_And-while he was st11] coming at h1m

" One of the stones.which he held : e o h
He threw, h1tt1ng him under his headgear 1ﬂ th@ft' J .
And the enemy fell -dead as he had contemp]a

" The knight. took the horse, .

And led it away by the reins; . S
He who told me this saw =~ - s e
That. the knight mounted the horse
And went away to his tant, -
_Where he guarded it and kcpt 1t we]]

' 'Note' 41:

It came to pass that one day there was a woman .-
Who they say had the name of Amy , v
‘Wnho carried bread to sell to the host; .
A certain pilgrim saw that the bread was warm and fresh,
And bargained with her for it.
But- the woman declined,
Causing such a furore over the price he offered her
That she came close to striking him,
_Because she was. so angry ‘and d1straught

- And so the disagreement was raised,
And many of the thnsfolk Joined 1n
~And they took the pilgrim - .

" And beat him and tore his bgir -
“ And otherwise treated him badly. .
'The clamor was heard even by King R1chard
He requested of them peace and .love;

- ¥ Peace between them he sought and obta1ned ‘ , ‘
And his own people he sent back. = . : o ' S

But the devil, who by nature - ' S : o a

Hates peace above all things created,

Renewed the melee aga1n the next day

~And only at great pain was it quelled.

~'And the two kings were together

.Speaking, it seems to me, .

‘Together with the justices of S1c11y

And the men of high station of the c1ty, ,

They spoke there of how to bring about peace. -
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" Note 42 o
e Asﬂ@he t1me passed

... Of which much ought to be spoken.

" And on" ‘their beasts also carried stones.

- Among the ‘women who carried stones

‘And r1ght in the m1dst of th1s meet1ng,
Even as the-two kings spoke.

~0f the peace they sought to make,

The news was brought . : p
‘That our men ‘had been attacked,

.. -And twice cameé the ‘message
© That they had suffered great 1oss

And the third messenger which came later -

- Said to the king: “It is bad peace,'

" When' the men of. this land
Kill the men of . England -

“Inside.and outside the c1ty

B

And therefore; in truth,

" The Lombards who were: there wlthdrew. .

And they said to the kings, while lying,
“That they did this to defuse the tension, ,
But it was only to do evil that they did 1t

~* Jordans of - Pin and Marguerite,
’ ~ To whom all evil should befall,

These two stirred the pot

And from them all evil commenced.
The king of France was there :
Ang, the king of England with h1m, .

-~ Also he-who told this tale.
~The king. of England mounted up

wJo go there and quell
The brawl, but when he parted
They spoke many evil things to him,

- Those of the city, and ‘rebuked him,

So. the: k1ng hurried to arm himself,

And caused tha% by land- and water

They: should be attacked on. every side,

For there was not such a’ warr1or as he in a11 the world

Many things came to be. . = R
Qne time there came an ‘event e

‘Many men . attacked the walls,

And many times they wearied; :
However, there Were some who wearied not
- Of gathering and carrying stones, . ‘
And the barons on their war-horses .

And many women. brought: them stones -
And reaoxced in the task.. ’

e

el



. That for the sake of God and their own sou]s

w123

" was one’ who reJo1ced great]y wh11e carry1ng,
One of the Saracens’ defend1ng the city:

‘Saw this woman 1ntend1ng
‘To discharge from her shoulders her burden,
As she walked forward, -~ . =
 He shot-an arrow at her and: it hit her
. And the woman fell to the ground :
Mortally wounded;
" A1l the peop]e rallied

And came running, circling around her
* While she lay writhing in death.
Her husband came 1ooking for her, o
But she prayed the_people there gathered
The brave men and the brave women,

THey make of her body a bundle :

To fill the trench to which she had brought stones,: ,
For she had not wanted that her flesh . -
" Should be used for any other purpose.

And she was having herself carried there,

When God carried away her soul;

Such ‘a woman, as the’ stony says,_-

Shou]d everyone keep in menory

Note 43 | o . ' o 'd' o - . &

A1 a]ong the way that the host took

You could see, as God sees me, -

Young ‘boys ‘and Tadies and young g1r]s :

With good pitchers.and cups

And pails and basins - ' T

Carrying water to -the p1]gr1ms, . ' .
They ‘came straight to the road which the host fo]]owed,_ : : -
Holding the basins. in their hands . o R ‘.
While saying: "God, heavenly king, . o o ' Lot
From where come so many peopte? What could it be? -
Where were born such young ones? | :
~ See their faces, so ruddy'

How sad must be their mothers, '
And-re]at1ves, their sons, their brothers,

Their friends, those who are close to them,

- For these of whom I see so many. com1ng'"

They commended all of the host to God

And wept.as they passed by. _ o : o
Their prayers they offered e N S
To God for them, and softly, ; S
That they would be led to his service

And brought back again at his will.

}.And so they came by the grace of. God



Which b]essed them we]] and will yet bless them
With great joy and rejoicing, v

And without anger and without sadness

And without bitterness and w1thout mocking,
Stra1ght to Lyons on the Rhone ' :

_.Note 44

Sa]ad1n was in great anger .-

. As you have- heard me say, R

" He called to him Saphadin his brother _

And said to him; “"Now I wish it to appear

- How_much confidence I have in my men.
Mount up and: go without delay,

~ And cause for me ‘that Ascalon be razed;

We no longer have need-to battle for it;

-Bring down the city of Gaza,

Let it be broken as sticks;.

But hold Daron Castle,

So that my men .may come past there:

Raze for me the Castle Galatie,

So that the Franks will not make use. of it:
And bring down Fig Tree Castle, :
That they may not go there;

Raze for me the White Guard,

= So that after we will have no fear of 1t L e

Razecgaffa, and do it well, - . )
The Castle of the P1a1ns, and the M1dd1e Castle
Raze for me Saint George Ram]eh =
The great c¥ty which we found,

And Bel Mont on the high mounta1n . ’ i_ o o

Thoron, the Castle Ernald

. And Fa1rv1ew Castle-and Mirabel;
-Raze-:also, for it §gem5\to me good
The castles on the mountain,

So that not one remains stand1ng,a
Neither castle nor fort nor c1ty,
"But a1l must be brought down, '
Except1ng Krak and Jerusalem:.
This-is my will, so 1et it be done
Saladin had commanded, :

And the other asked h1s leave to depart,
-Knowing well his commands ' .

2

Note 52: |

My Lords, the fol]owing verses of. th1s song are st1rr1ng
It was begun in the year 6f ‘the incarnation

0f the Lord .Jesus Chr1st, in truth a

“
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Where there have been 1210 years since he came ‘into the world
. 'And in the month of May when the flowers are .in bloom.
. Master williamtcreated it while at Montalban. .

the.54:, .

. ‘Had I been With'éndvknown and seen,them,  : _

<\\gnd had I -travelled the country which they conquered,

~Kicher would have been-this book, 1 swear by my faith, !

And better would have been the sang. - e
- Note -60: L
' it was in the month which is called August

That the entire army arrived at Carcassone.

The king Peter of, Aragon came there quickly, .

With a hundred knights which he brought at his own expense.

o

Noté'61: , O ‘ B '--;;

But was not so great as that of the Franks;

- These had left their lands a month earlier.

Among them was the Count Gui, a_noble of Auvergne,
And "the Viscount of Touraine, who contributed much,.’
The Bishop of Limoges, and the one from Bazas,

" And the good Archbishop of Bordeaux ' L :
The Bishop of Cahors and the one from Agen e by
Bertrand de Cardaillac and the Tord of Gourdon, . o
Ratiers .of Castelnau, and all from Quercy. a . .
This army took Pug&ﬁtoque, where they-faund 1ittle trouble, - B
And. brought down CGastaud and brought evil to Tonneins; '
But Casseneui is ‘so trong that tHey could not take it

- For. the place was'veﬁi-We]I defended by a garrison- -

O0f Gascons who_wefé've@y light of foot o

. And very good bowmen. -

Anather company of crusadeérs came from the kegioniof Ageri,

~‘Note 64: ) )
Nine months had-passed from ‘the time of the battle, - O,
When the: company Tacked water, which had dried up; ° S
There was sufficient wine for two or threeﬂmonths,v

. But no man can live long without water. ‘ c
- And. then came a great rain, as God and faith came to my aid,
Which soon became a deluge, which did them some harm: ‘
In barrels and casks they put much--of -the water. .
They made use of this water and mixed it in their food:.
~.Such an i11ness overtook them that none knew what to do.
They . took counsel together, and decided to leave

¢
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Rather than to 'stay and die without confession. ~ .

- The women were assembled in the dungeon-of:the castie;
When the.dark night came, so that none could see,

They all left the castleand = - .=

- .. Excepting money, RO one cafried.anything.' o '-' . ,;'

CNote 67 L

R Bead!ifuliis the present offered there by the king Charles. S
He entered the church which was vaulted with-multi-<colored marble.

-~ There is found an_altar of Saint Paternoster: . = 7 .o .

God there celebrated mass, and also the apostles; R

The twelve seats are all still there, B ST ' P o

- And the thirteenth inthe mjdst, solid and well built. -~ = ' = ;ﬁ-\ .

 When Charles entered, "his heart filled with joy; : o

Seeing the seat, he approached it. v ‘

The emperor sat down and rested a ‘moment; »:?u: . DR o R

The twelve peers sat upon the other seats alf:around him: ,

Never before had anyone sat there,*and none'haﬁsat there since..

‘The great beauty of the b]ace-fi]]ed king Ghar 'with'rejofcing;
He saw the church appointed with paintings i% vivid colours: - = -
Pictures of martyrs, of virgins and gf great persons in majesty,

3 ] ROt

And the cycles of ‘the moon and of yedly feasts; - : _ Co
And he saw flowing lustrous waters, ald the fish in the sea. - . S
- The face of Charles was haughty and He held his head high. . Lo
A Jew entered, who had watched all of this attentively. .- : :
When he saw king Charles,. he began to tremble: Lo .
-His countenance was so stern that he .dared not look 'upon-it; = . -
" For a moment he might have fallen to the ground; then he took flight
- And mounted straight away all of the marble stairs. _ A
- He camé to the Patriarch and began speaking to him: :
“Lord, go to the’ church and prepare the -baptismal font! -
. 1 am going there and will be baptized on the spot'

I have just seen twelve counts enter the church, and with =~ * ¥
Them a thirteenth -- never have 1 seen such a magnificent-man. L
In my opinion, it is God in person: o o

He and his twelve apostles have come to visit you!" .. =~ = -
When the Patriarch heard this, he went to clothe himself properly S
‘And then, in the city, he called the priests in their simple vestments. -

" And instructed ‘them to dress up and put on their.robes.

With’'a great.procession following, he went to see the.king. - * .

The emperor saw_him and stood to come and greet him,
He ‘uncovered and offered him'a warm salutation.
‘They embraced and. spoke. AR o
The Patriarch-said: "Where were you born, Lord?

- Never before has. anyone dared to enter this church
Unless it .is on.my order or by my request."

“"Lord, I am called Charles, and I'was born in'Frdhté.f



Note 70:“““ ' o f~"QT_ )

' The poem is: comwcaT and not’ sat1r1ca1 The poet has h1s eyes turned
towards the.orient rather. than towards the celtic west. ‘He .takes the -
opposite ‘position from tié heroic songs and the: military crusades by
fmagn1fy1ng a pacific’ tr1umbh and a victorious: pilgrimage . . . . "His
.. image of the ariental world’is w1tt1ng]y fantastic, for it takes its
aud1ence beyond current rea11ty and transcends all. poT1t1ca1 s1tuat1ons

':Note 72: 3
" From an h1stor1c po1nt of - v1ew the poems - that we have stud1ed g1ve us
1ittle new informaticn on the great events of the Crusade. Only one, the
‘_Song of Antioch, by the date of -its composition, and by the prec1se

- pieces of: 1nformat1on given by ‘the author . . . mer1ts place among
historical documents . ... . As for ‘the ‘other parts of the legend,
excepting the Song of Jerusalem;y it is useless to 'search for authent1g

.. facts, about which the. poets. cared but little; but. you can find there a-
.~ ‘reflection of the emotions, the ldeas, the be11ef§, in a word of
”contemporary Tife. . i :

| " CHAPTER VI - DISTORTIONS AND PROPAGANDA
"NOte 14w

At St. George of Ram]eh canie our barons, : :
Bohemond and Tancred-and all of their: company,
“And all. of the proud men of whom there were so many.

They stood: down: from their mounts andtoffered the1r prayers
"And st;uck the1r breasts in great affliction: ' o
They invoked the Lord God- and his holy name,- L
And the noble St::Peter, and St. George ‘the w1se,

‘ That all of then‘"sms wouTu be forgwen R

: Note 4

Said B]aneadr1n "A marve]ous man is CharTes
~* Who conquered Apu11a and aTT of. Ca]abr1a'"

Sy

fT Note 5

Oh Durenda], how you are beaut1fu1 -pure and bri]]ianthkt
e‘By her I.haye conquered érovence and A&&iié{ﬁé"""°f'»sqv,
And Lombardy and all of Romania.’ : oy T
With her I have conquered Bavaria and a11 of FTandersu. g
And Burgundy and atl.of Apu11a A .




Note 14: e
. . - ) B
“Hold, lady Guiborc, it is your nephew Gu1schard R e

“Vivien ‘the Count will no more see him alive!"
- The gentle woman-extended her arms to him,
-* And slipped them gently around the dead kn1ght
“The body-was heavy and nearly slipped from her arms,
She was a-woman of little bodily strength.
- -Against the earth- she held the. broken body,
‘Holding to a part of his-coat.
Thursday at Vespers.* = ’
.Guiborc watched him 1ying-on the ground
- Troubled was her look, her face pa]e,v _ -
* Her eyes turned away and started in her head
Her tongue fiung out to thesidey _

. And on.her lap she embraced his head.

Gu1borc wept and then w11]1am comforted her

_ *Th1s 1s a refra1n that appears at 1nterva]s throughout the poem

._Note ]6

Deramed was victorious in. battle, ‘ ' o
As at another time when he fought William with the shortened nose.* ...

. They had won the game and taken the weapons of the dead;

The Saracens entered into their ships,

" Their wind was slow," they could not get away.

So the leaders of the pagans and the perverted

“ . Nearly twenty thousand of the people of Deramed
'Went to a certain place . :

‘A -good 1eaﬁue away from the shores of the sea,v
And with them they carried food to eat ' :
In ranks . they were seated:at dinner.. L
And they saw William approaching - . .. . - 0
With thirty thousand armed knights- - ) S
"Who ‘had brought with them a large mea] R
~.The knights cried Montjoie. and went to battle them
. The pagans cried: "French knights, mount up'" ..

“They jumped up -from their tables to go to-battle;
The battle was renewed and none could. turn from it;
-.Bread and wine and meat ‘they had in abundance,_
And golden vessels and tapestries- and curta1ns,

- _But the pagans could not endure;

~ They followed the.flight of the Saracens to the edge of the sea g .
- Where they entered their boats and- sh1ps IR T 5 v
They lost their weapons which guarded their lives, ' '

In a certa1n Tand where they came to g1ve battle.

..*In one- of the early poems of the cyc1e H11]1am has the t1p of his nose

",
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“cut off by an opponent named Corsolt. 'William is often 1dent1f1ed by :
this unique phys1ca1 character1st1c in many of the poems of the. cyc]e
~ which fo]]ow ) .
CHAPTER VII - CONCLUSION
‘Note 19 |

we be11eye that the epic poems of the Crusades shou]d be better known.

- The Song of Antioch, which is due, in its primitive form, to an

eyewitness, 1s one of the most - lively, one of the most str1k1ng,'and one

. of the most original documents that we have on the First Crusade. No-

- Those whom he takes in his guard:

conscientious ‘historian should neglect it any longer. It contains some ,
very important 1nformat1on for which one w111 search 1n vain in the Lat1n
chronlcles : : : : .

Note 2:

"The poems of the Crusades cons1st of 1nportant test1mon1es concern1ng a
-French society, uprooted from France, to 1ive under other skies for
‘nearly two centur1es, a magnificient ep1c ... On these poems, the
. oriental influence is marked. These. conquerers captured by the -
attraction, the poetry, the 11ght and the sun of Syria, have left in
their songs a reflection of their souls: certainly still French, but
;strong]y attached to this celebrated 1and where, at the risk.of their g
lives, they transported the1r homes, their 1nst1tut1ons, their languages
and ‘their re11g1on S o o o
Note 3:
>Pagan5-are Wrong and Christians are rigth
Note 4' |

You w111 see how God 1ooks upon

Those who take a vow to serve him
‘Noth1ng harmfu] will-come to h1m

" Note 7:

Said Alderufe: "These th1ngs condemn you, N1111am
Christian men and women should not exist;

No bapt1sm should there be on earth, ' :
And wrong is the person who receives it on. his head

Such a baptism is not worth even a trifle.

God is in heaven, and Mohammed on earth; c o
-."When God makes 1t hot, Mohammed prov1des cool breezesr - &
When God makes rain, Mohammed makes the grass grow. S : s
He who wishes to 11ve must seek our leave, - '

~And . from Mohammed who governs the world."

e



.The feast-of Saint Benedict,

. May God curse them by his mouth;
‘1 cannot refrain from saying th15.v
“You shou]d have seen the churches

“Note Ga f R
: ’ . 3 , . : R E ’)‘/
“The day that Acre was taken,.j,:;v ‘__, : AP

As 1 understand .it,- B

It was four years ago,’ thlS is a certa1n th1ng,
That 'the Saracens conquered it} ‘
And 1 have firmly in memory s e
That it was taken the day after . ‘

Despite the accursed people,

RFE

. Which had been given up-in Acre

~ Note. 12

.

How they«had defaced .
The images -and. the pa1nt1ngs

L4

And: the altars ‘were thrown to the ground

And they broke.the crosses and cruc1f1xes
Out of spite for our faith’ :

‘And to fulfill their misbelief, =~ = " %

And made them into Mohammedan p]aces

‘k

Th1s was heard by the 00unt and h1s company |

- Of the:foolish w1cked people who be11eved in. the heresy.'
AN wTT] soon see, God bless me, :
. What counsel was’ given by" those ‘whom God w111 curse

AlY of them. will die and the land will- perishe - -
At ‘the hands-strangéers who ravage and 1ay deso]ate, L

- The' French and the Lombards

g And-broughtydown;mt1i'befthosefwho'servefthe devif.'1

And -all the world will tread Upon those who carry a curse .';
o ‘WOFSE than the Saracen peop]e. ’ ;

.;':' e

Great was the company wh1ch the French encountered there

The. vaT]ey of Jehosaphat had recently reverted to them
‘Those of Jerusalem came. forth to give battle, .
. The. pagang and Saracens, who were greatly éncouraged
' 1'F1fty tho sand there were of those whoM‘the Lord God hated

But for this they later pa1d dear]y K " B

~

i

f.‘

. . . T .. . v , . - '. l’”l;.' = .
7‘-A1] are put together of the Ant1 Chrlst peop]e .;g:‘ ﬁ?{._
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4 Note 22

fA hideous dark peop]e,_,_ _
Against God and against nature, -
With red headgear on their heads,

~ Never had Goﬂ made beasts more ug]y

, Note 24

;was on-a Saturday

: A%atﬁthe City was recovered = .+ e-w;':

And deliveredfrom the Saracens,u, P

. And marvels wére*done. there {’ B
Which will always be spoken abpu

When they took Jaffa a second t14§

- They killed _

- The sick Chr1st1an peop1e that they found there, -

‘And it was in truth proved A

- - That in the city they found many swine,.
" Which they .slaughtered and killed, T
So many that it seemed an 1nf1n1te namber '
And it is known in truth
That they do not eat the flesh of sw1ne,

_And because of this they killed them g]ad]y,

"vThey hate nothing more on earth,

In their spite for the Christian fa1th
They had placed and mingled

The dead people (Christians). and the swine. s1de by s1de,j

- But the Christians took the bodies,

Those who for 'God had intervened,

And all the Chr1st1ans they bur1ed

"And “the Saracens

That on this Saturday. had been k111ed :

They threw out with the swine, wh1ch stank. so. bad]y
That none cou]d endure 1t - .

 Note 25 ST e .

-~ 'Now Tisten’to.what the Turks d1d
- To God and how they dishonoured him.

- The day of the honored feast -
- When so many . tears are shed,

“"The ‘'day of the feast of .
A11 the saints that are in heaven assemb]ed
The hated people .hanged in defiance
From the walls of Acre .
The bodies of the Christians they had taken
In a%}t1e and afterward killed. =

thrding to the story that I. te]l S T

o
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These became Just partakers,

As the preachers will 'say, =

- 0f that great and ever]astlng Joy

- Which is without end and is eternal,
:The joy of those- whose. feast:

Was he]d upon that day.,

J

Note 28 '5if}

S

éi:‘ The ‘people of ‘the Lord God attacked .

And  those “in the. city came. out upon the wa]]s
Great was. the assault and the defense:

'~~¢By those who had so littte sustenance.

« They-defended themselves vigorously,

"t "And made us pay. dear]y for their suffer1ng

Mever were there men so able at defense
As were these 11mbs of"the devx1, T

Note 29: z‘\ RO ,-:i_;"'

Proud were the‘meh'df'tﬁijk1ty, Te.'eﬁﬁflfiv,'

Both haughty and marvellous?:
" Were it.not that they were &

BRETIN



