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Research Questions 
 Is fanfiction a suitable 

choice to engage 
young adults in literacy 
practices and promote 
future engagement in 
literacy?

 How can youth 
subcultures be utilized 
by libraries to engaged 
young readers? 

(ABecket, 2015)



Data Collection 

 Literature review 

 13 sources 

analyzed

 Mix of peer-

reviewed article, 

magazine articles, 

and books 

 Case studies are 

used to show the 

applicability of this 

research to make 

up for the limitation 



Limitations 

 Limited academic 

research on this 

topic

 Difficulties studying 

underage 

participants



Themes from the Literature

1. Demographic information 

2. Literacy

3. Safe space and community 

Considering these themes, it is clear that 

there is an opportunity for libraries to use 

fanfiction as a meaningful way to engage 

with this user group.



1. Demographics: Gender 

 There is a variety 

of genders 

represented in 

fanfiction 

communities 

 Predominately a 

female 

dominated space

Themes from the Literature

Figure 1: Pie chart that demonstrates the gender 

demographics of fanfiction participants (Street, 2013). 



1. Demographics: Age 

 Like gender 
though, there is a 
variety of ages 
represented 

 Predominately 
young people 
engage in 
fanfiction

 Most fanfiction 
participants are 
12 years old

Themes from the Literature

Figure 2: Graph that demonstrates the age 

demographics of fanfiction participants 

(Street, 2013). 



2. Literacy 

 Fanfiction 
encourages 
creativity and an 
engagement with 
fanfiction has led 
to participates 
being more 
actively engaged 
in reading and 
writing. 

 Constructive 
criticism allows 
authors to develop 
and improve their 
skills.

Themes from the Literature

Figure 3: Chart that demonstrates the effect fanfiction had 

on literacy (Street, 2013). 



3. Community and Safe Space
 The community 

building aspect of 
fanfiction websites is a 
significant attraction 
for many people

 There is a variety of 
people who 
participate in 
fanfiction and it is a 
safe place for LGBTQ+

 Fanfiction creates  
strong friendships and 
that is among the 
highest rated reasons 
young people are 
attracted to the 
genre  Figure 4: Bar graph depicting the aspects of fanfiction that 

attracts participants (Street, 2013).

Themes from the Literature



3. Community and Safe Space

Themes from the Literature

Figure 5: Graph depicting 

how fanfiction has 

affected their lives (Street, 

2013).



3. Community and Safe Space

Themes from the Literature

Figure 6: Graph depicting aspects of fanfiction that people 

do not like (Street, 2013).



Opportunities for Libraries 
 Toronto Public Library is one 

example of a library that has 
taken the initiative to explore 
the potential uses of fanfiction 
as a program

 Fanfiction could be used as an 
alternative means to engage 
young readers in literature and 
developing their skill set.

 Fanfiction may attract a 
different demographic and 
encourage reluctant readers 
to be more engaged

(Johnson, 2016)



Toronto Public Library 
 The Toronto 

Public Library’s 

fanfiction 

program’s 

description states 

it is was an 

LGBTQ+ safe 

spaced

 Example of a 

library utilizing 

fanfiction in their 

programming
Figure 7: Website of Toronto Public Library’s Fanfiction program (Toronto 

Public Library, n.d.).



 The next step is to develop programs and 

test the applicability of fanfiction

Don’t Wait, Act Now!
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