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Outline

● author name identification problems
● from many to one author identifier 

○ Web of Science Research ID (RID)
○ Scopus Author ID 
○ PubMed sciENcv
○ ORCiD ID

● what happens if nothing is done?



Author Name Disambiguation (AND)

Author Name Disambiguation has been a 
problem for several decades and will continue 
to be problematic due to the increase in 
publications and rate of publication. In 
addition, there has been an increase in 
globalization of research and science, 
especially the surge of research programmes 
over the last decade or so in countries such 
as China and Korea.  



● data entry errors
● name changes
● transliteration
● disparate citation formats
● lack of standards enforcement
● imperfect citation gathering & retrieval software
● abbreviations of publication titles
● increase in the number of publications & niche 

publications
● increase research programmes & new areas of research

Author Name Ambiguity Issues



Example: Common Name / Increased 
Research (PubMed) 

Park, Kim & Lee Most 
common Korean family names. 
Account for almost 50% pop.

Lee J Most common Korean 
last name and 1st initial. In 
PubMed Lee J  represents 500 
unique individuals (Strotmann 
and Zhao 2012)

Smith A Most common 
Western last name and 1st 
initial. In PubMed Smith A  
represents 100 unique 
individuals.



Example: Errors / Changed Name (Scopus)

St. Clair Errors in data entry, eg 
St. Clair or Cassady St.  
Name submitted by a co-author 
may have errors. 
Changing or hyphenating your name 
after marriage is problematic. 

Note: Corrections can be sent to 
Scopus



From Many Author Identifiers to ...



...One Author Identifier

1 million registered 
authors (Nov 2014)
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Adapted from ORCID Status and Plans: 
Tokyo Outreach Meeting 2014 <http://www.slideshare.
net/ORCIDSlides>

ORCID iD as HUB

Create an ORCID iD
Import your citations 
with BibTex.
Include any/all of 
your scholarly works, 
eg invited speaker, 
patents, clinical 
guidelines, technical 
reports etc

ORCID is being 
endorsed by 
publishers, 
repositories, funding 
agencies, universities, 
professional assoc., 
other author 
identifying systems



1. Register for an ORCID ID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID)
2. Ensure your name is correct

○ identify where your publications are indexed 
(Scopus, Web of Science, arXiv, etc)

○ register as users in appropriate databases and get author id’s: 
Web of Science, Scopus, arXiv 

WoS - ResearcherID 

Scopus - Scopus AuthorID 

PubMed - sciENcv
○ send author name corrections if needed

3. Link your corrected ResearcherID, Scopus ID to ORCID       important

The Next Step ...

http://orcid.org/
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/databases/databaseinfo/index.cfm?ID=106
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/databases/databaseinfo/index.cfm?ID=3467
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/databases/databaseinfo/index.cfm?ID=2229
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/databases/databaseinfo/index.cfm?ID=106
http://www.researcherid.com/
http://www.info.sciverse.com/scopus/scopus-in-detail/tools/authoridentifier


What happens if you do nothing?

● your research won’t be discovered by other researchers, professionals, 
institutions, publishers, and funding agencies 

● it can impact tenure and advancement, research funding, find 
collaborators

● it can increase the potential for intellectual property fraud; authors with 
similar names can claim your work

● potential to harm the credibility of your research that impacts the 
development of professional/industry guidelines, protocols, and 
outcomes



Questions or comments? 
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