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emphasis on the analysis on the dynamic interpléy générate&y by the

o ABSTRACT

v
D

LN

The kula is an . exchange network: made famous by Bronislaw
. . N n ' o .

Malinowski. He described the kula as a huge, complex, and pan-island
institution where peoble exchahge armshellé for necklaces. The kula

. p13
Ti n
is ordinarily explained by positing one or mbre of three traditional

1

explanations: resource re-distribution, social solidarity, and/or

‘prestige competition. This thesis proposes that the three traditional
N 1

| {

explanations for the kula are deficient in their handling of the

dynamic aspects of the kula.

e ) >

A fresh, broader perspective on the kula can be .gained when
inélghfs from anthropology, psychology, and sociology are combiqu to ~

. . ‘ G
create a stronger dynamic dimension which' can be added to the exiéting

N ) ., . . N J . . »
approaches to ethnography. Gatheringdfhe,type of data ., necessary to

)
W

add a stndnggr dynamic - dimensi?p. would require a . change in
t

éthnographic procedures. Dats would have to be collected on the kula

“ * - ‘

parficipants' so&ié} cognition process. That ié; on the motivational,

_cognitivé, ‘and"decision-making’ processes of the individual' kula

partiéiéants, as well as the traditional ethﬁograhhid‘researcﬁ_aréés

'

.(econom{cs; potffics;.réligion, social structuré;~e£cJJ. - .

' E

B . kO
~ This thesis lays the groundwork for . a. more comprehengive
approach to future kula ethnographic qesearch.' The new approach tékes

-the‘ picture bﬁﬁ:énted in'traditional ethnography and adds to it an -

: , . : v
teleological nature of human interaction. As well as~ providing
‘ . ~ o S :

[

bt
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theorétical and}ponéeptualléupport for a new approach to ethnography,
;hia‘thesig reworks  some of the available data oh the kula from a _
i sdcial..cognitioh perspective. Until  mofe adequate ethnosraphic

¥

research.is carriédl out 06 the kulé{\n\full;scale analyslis using thq'
\sccial cognition. épproaéﬁ canﬁot be chpieted, In the mesntime,'
ﬁowevgrf even fhe .iAadequate data preseqted in traditional
'éthnographies can be - usedl to illustrété some faspects of . & social
coénitioh apprpacﬁ;. gReworking t the empirical daté shows that the
'. thaqitional ethnogggphic Qiéturé‘of thé.kuia can be expanded and‘madg‘
mqré comprehgnsiQp by adding insight into the dynamic nature oFIsocial

=

interaction.
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INTROODUCTION'

Bronislaw Malinowski was the dominant “figure 1in social

¢ - & R "
- .

aﬁthrcpdlogy'pn(or to World War II and hé.is‘still'an 1mportantifiguﬁ§ ‘
i the history of the discipline. Malinq#ski Wrote - several bqoks'
dealing,with’divergent aspects oFﬂ the ‘lifewayé of the Trobriand

, “ bl ‘ '
‘Islanders and this ethnographic collection - is one of the most famous

in anthropology. One .of the 'books in the Trobriand collection,

' . < ' ) 'y . .
Argonauts of the Western Pacific, published in 1922, has become an

\

anthropologica} classic. In ‘Argonauts ‘Mélinowéki‘ described. an
4 . ) «

exchange system..éélled‘the Kula which‘is practiéed‘by ' sone 'of‘ th;
peoplg inhabiting a ring Bé'islahds,éfﬁ éhekkouthern tip of . the mqid‘
island of New Gu;nea. In the kula ;xchange‘syséem; sﬁell neckléceg
(soulava] \rhlch must trave¥§ only 'in' a clockwise diredtion:' are
‘exchanged \For brmshells [mwali),  which n:us't éircylat;e . céuhter;

i

‘clockwise. The dlrecthnsfthe twoAclaésés of valugbles travel can be.

thought of as forming a "ming" when the pattern Of. movement of  the _

véluables i6 viewed firom a“persbgctiye high“abdve'the‘isiands.
Argonauts exemplifies :Mplinowski’s pproach to ethnography,
i.e., to demonstrate how a .Mprimitive" ¢ lture is structurad and howy‘.

‘o

it Functions. In the book.Mélinowski in‘roduced many ~innoVatIona ‘in

ethnoéraphic,‘pbocedhres ‘which haVe .rémend0us;y iﬁFluénced ' many -

- .

éthnographers [e 9.y spendlng a long ije wmth ane’ group, remaining in~

-‘close- contact ~w1th them,‘ workin in thezr language] : Malinowski
» ‘ 0 : . g

(1922 25) summarlzed his approach to ethnography by saying, "tha Final

goal, oF whlcﬂlan Ethnographer 1hould never lose sight ,. . e is,‘

.

br;efly, to grasp the native' point oF view, his’ relation to life, to




“!

' whlch he could analyze Trobriand cultyre.”

‘ o . -

‘ rgallse"hla" vieion oF hie vworld."" Mellnowskl' technique for

- i ' . )

'acoohpllehlng his goal was to detall the various aspeats oF Trobriend-

»cuiture (e. g.: myth magic, traditlon) and then demonstrate th they’

interpanetrate ‘the lnstltutions (e. g.,"social, economlc,- rellgious,

n.‘

‘ political, etc.]. Since he Felt that ‘the kula was one oF the key

o

Trobrlend institutione, Malinowekl used the kula as the nexus arouhd‘_

. A /

4

But in the introductxon to Argonauts Malinowski appeared to be
Y A

. aimlng at a broader klnd of ethnography than he wa“.actually able
- carry’ out. Malinowski (1922: 11) says, "An Ethnogpapher who sets out:

to study only religion, or ‘only technology, or only -social

bl " . . ‘
. 4

) organiaetion outs out an artiFlcial Fleld For "inquiry, and’he will be

‘serioosly‘ handicapped in’his work." >UnFortunate1y, Malinowski was

3

»hendicepped by‘the‘conceptual_and theoretical tools available to - him

-

(i.e., ‘the'_disclpline's~ focus . on' structure and function). - Thos, -

- \ : .

ArgoneUts provides static, normative “data  &n varioos\aspects, of

‘ Trooriand;“‘oulture“ because‘ rMaliHSWBki osed a-.‘TpOSitivistlc,"
) ‘y ‘ v ’. B Oﬁ B t ’ / L
"structural-Funotional etance in hls appqiach ‘to study of the kula. A

rdynemio as well as the static aspects oF the kula 1nteractions.:

L

-~

'f;ethnography would have allowed Malinowski to ‘come closer to -reachlng'

{

%

.‘ ‘* .A . . ‘v
e ‘instltution.u, There have been" threev broad oategorzes oF

'broader analyeis oF the kula woulﬂ have lncluded an“analys1s of the"'f

'In‘xthis thesls‘ I suggest that a neﬁ, broader approach to‘f.‘

"lfhie stated ~goel For ethnography. »I also suggest that the: methods of

Ny \an‘_ysls usad by Maiinowski and subsequent anthropologiste to studyﬁef

O




' o " ' B .
. .
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Ny : : !
‘ P

.explanation 'develobed to éxplain the kula: reeource re—dietuibution, ’n

social solidarity, end prestige competition., Two oF tmp”fhdditionel

1
.

‘ explanatlonS‘(PesOUﬂce' re- distribution ehd sociel‘ aolidarity) 'ere

-~ . ~

. limited in their explanatory power* and they make no attempt to handle‘

the teleological“nature oF ;human‘interaction. The third eiplanation\f
, o s . " : 1 -

L s co
‘ (prestige‘eompetitio does provide inSight into the gpal directedneee ‘

v
K

of human interaction, but\it ‘makes the simplistic aseumptioh thet ‘all

o . \ e
o v ' )
the kula men seek ~té\;max1mize %ﬁETF“*peeetig\\\i:hﬁeach~\kula
: ‘ Co N { ' ‘ B iz
transaction.  As well the préstige competition explanatio is applied'

to studying the”5001al dimension of ’ kula‘and is not also applied to
. v ‘ IR ) : e
. the priVate dimenaion of how the men thipk.and feel abouéu their//

v
o . . . B -

- interactions. ALy three‘-types of explanationa tend 'to; be

reductionistic and 'aaamﬁé‘a " high " degree  of uniformity. in tHe
institution;itself_and the indiuiduals‘who;barticipate‘invit.

N A more encompaasing exolanationvfoeﬁthe kula can be’ Found“byf
. Py . . - , . A — LT P . . N . R “

: Lo . - o -""‘d(“ PR e - ! N
adding a much: stronger 'dynamicfécomponent7”(derlved,.Frcm ‘a . soclal

‘e

B ‘ ¢ BT R T ‘
cognition. approach usxng‘,motivational. and - cognitive, theory From‘
‘anthropology, psychology, and sociology) to the exis*ing techniques ofi'

',ethnography. The"ethnographer examinea not only the cultural end,w'

- structural ;cqnstnaints, 1n a culture, but aleo examinqe how and hy
'indlviduals‘ usev'the :‘constraints ;»to~ achieve}fe multiplicity oF;ff

3

' indiyidual goals; The approach being developed in this thesis calle ‘T
“fJFot‘a;neW aporoach' to 'ethnography, but the.jnew apprcech doee not

\,~

discard the OId.. Rather, it’ adds a dxpamic dimensldn [or strengthemr~w

the weak one that is sometimes used) to~ the stendard ethnogrephic
. appnoach. ,'Inn the néw ‘approach' a euFFiclent amount oF deta on
1ndividual motf’ation, cognitlon, and decieion-meking is. preeented eov‘




that the complex, dynamic nature of soalal interactions can be

.
.

Y
-
examined as well as the more normative areas of a culture. ¢

To approagh the kuls from a social cognition perspective (one

that presehts data on the dynamic and statiae aspects of a culture]), it

18 still necessaly to understand the general. cultural matrix of the

people. Normative data provides information on how the group under

N
.

study organize their )ives and operate on their environments at a

consensual, socletal level. # The information collected in & standard

—

1]
ethnographic study of kula exchanges gives information on how the

. .
people in any specific part of the Massim will tend to approasch theipr

—— . .

exchanges. The first three chapters of the thesis describe the
generai culiural matrix of the people finvolved in the kula. This
Information is typical of the standard approach to ethnograéhy. The
first chapter presents data on the Massim cultural matrix with more
specific data given for the Trobriand Islands and Dobu areas. The
rules and regulations for how the kula functions are giveﬁ in chapter
two., Hhe third chapter pPoQides a ;Fitique of several -explanations

given for the kuls.

¢

The information presented in chapters four through six attempts

to conceptuslize the dynamic nature of the kula by focusing on the

Al . .
teleolagical aspects of the kula interactions. Chapter four details

the history of changes in anthropology and psychology theory that

a

bribg theory to its present focus on cognition. . This is a backgrourﬁf
A ~ . N
chapter to set the context for the theory presented in chapter five.

In chapter five I will describe the theory of social cognition (a

‘three-part system  involving cpgnition, motivation, and decision

. Q



processés). In the Jast chapter I\ show how the sociaml cognition
theory develobed In chapter five cou]d” be applied ta a study of the
kula on the island of Vakuta. Bullding on a foundation of normatlve
expgctatinn;, the teleologlical aspectas of the people who kula can be
atudied. An ethnographic atudy does not npeed to be restiricted to
detalling the'rules of an lnstitution. It can go beyond & study of
the rules and examiné how the individuals wgo are ln the insti£ution
are using the‘ system for their own purposes., The nature of the
interactions between the strucﬁuhal.deﬁands-of the kula rules, the
motivations of the individuals, the‘ S?cial responsibilities of the

~

people involved, and the past history of the interactions between the

-
a

specific people are al) involvéd.

In many ways this thesis is an attempt to push ethnography
towards Mallnowski's ldeal for it. Unfortunately, there is not en;ugh
inforéation in the extant kula literature to do a'Full“Fggnalysis of
the kula at this time. None of the examples of kula exg;anges given
in the extant literature contain all the types of information required
in a social cognition approach (e.g., the subjective meanings of the
people involved, objective information on what actually transpired at
the exchange, information 66 the previous history‘ of linteractions
between the participants, historical inFormafion on the participénts

themselves, etc.). However, there is enough data to show that a

social cognition approach can add new insight to kula analysis, and

more generally to ethnography, through ,adding an emphasis on the
’ ) <
dynamic nature of the kula. ‘ .



' ‘ Chapter One

- THE CULTURE ' \

The General, Cultural Description

Geographically, the Massim area consists of the southeastern tip

of the majn island of New Guinea and the outlyiﬁg islands such as the

' Trobriands, Woodlark, Fergusson, Goodehough, Tubetube, . Rossell,
Marshall Bennett, Laughlan and Misima. Some of the landmasses are of
volcanic origin (e.g., Fetgusson and Goodenough and some are coral

‘

‘atolls (e.g., the'TPobPianq Islands). Environmentally, the conditions
are much the same throughout the entire region. Culturally, -most
anthropologists who bave stydied the Massim area have emphasized the
inter-island cultural homogeneity (Worsley ,1957, Uberoi'1982, Leach
1983). Jerry Leach (1983:25) says, '"[The soci%l] systems are, and have
been, cognate with each other, sharing overlepping but not ldentical
patterns of arganization, belief, and exchange.' Although there are
. unique features in the cultures throughout these islands, there are
enough structural similarities to talk about a Massim carfural
_ pattern. As well, the Mésgim area pattern shares many of the Features
of the broader Melanesian pattern.

\ .
. The existing anthropological literature on the Melanesian area

- wsioe-

ontains many highly detailed small-scale monographs, but few broad,
comparative writings. = Rogers (1379), Hoébin (1973), Brown -(1978), and '
Johnson (1984) do discuss the broad general pattern for Papua New

Guinea. The following section includes information on some of the

q ‘
aspects of the Papua New Guinean cultural matrix that are relevant to



the Massim area, Fs'well as more detalled information on the specific
v " v 1 .
Massim area cultural pattern.

-

Papua New Gulnean socleties tend to be very small (Worsley 1957,

Read 1959, Brown 1978). Most people have liéhle knowledge of the world

beyond a radius of aAfeQ kilometers from theif home villagé and they

~ .

tend to ' focus on their own local interests (Langness 1973:167). The

\Papua New Guinean societies can be analytically placed in a much

\

largéﬁ cultural unit when grouped by laﬁguage'.ahd shared customs.

Lo .

* These larger cultural groups vary from a few hundred people to a few

thousand. Individuals in the villages generally have little know) edge

of the extent of the larger language and :cultural group, and no .name -

for it. i

. * i
Papua ‘New Guineans use two main organiziné principles: kinship

and a strong attachment to the land. Most groups maintain control of

\

land through patrilocal residence and patrilineal descent. There are

areas like the Trobriand I'slands and Ocbu in the Massim where dgscent
is ﬁatrilineal, but in either case, the local :groups are never
exclusively unilineal. Young kinsmen can be readily adopted whén they
come to stay‘in a new village. As well, visiting affines can also be
incorpcrated if fhey decide tp remain in any particular-viilage for a
logg timé fBrown 1878). ﬁhiéeman t1981) statés that the kin group ie

the foundation stone of Melanesian sociéty, providing both security

and meaning for the individual. de Lepervanche (1973) reports that

.

people tend ‘to g;ew and express their relationships to each other in

¢ . A e

1. The chapfeb is narrated in the ethnographic present.

—
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kinship terms, whether they are biologically (in the Western medical

sense) related or not. Brown (1978:287) says, '"Although ... descent
concepts are very important' in identifying groups, membership is

N

demonstrated in participation, while genealogy may be forgotten.!  In
traditional Papua New Guinean culture, institutions such as politics,
kinship, religion, and economics are heavily interwoven in the social

relationships (Marding 1973:199). Within the bounds of the kinship

system, the individual has a great amount of freedom with respect to

N

the group. Melanesian men can 'chopse which groups and collective
activities they wish to join or participate in ~(valentine 1973:228,

Sillitoe 1978:114).

~

The political‘pOWeP in villages is generaliy wielded by the '"big
men.!" The big man system, based on personal merit, is found in all

but a8 few areas throughout Papua New Guinea. In some areas where there

a

are no big men, political authority is held by elders and i< based on

their command of ritual knowledge (Gregory 1982)}. The big man position

is genefaliy opén to all male members 6F society. Most of the bapua
w Guiaeén socletles are characterized.by‘a high degree of status
- ma iilty, and a lack of Fixea class sgructure. There gré some
ex eptiops to this'rule such as the hereditary chie%g an the.Trobrfand‘
ands ' [(Malinowski ‘192;:52; Reed 1943:5@). Big‘ men ;achieve' their
on largely thP;ugg fheir own efforts, althou§h  it certainly
helﬁ; to be the son of a big mén (Stﬁathern 1974{xv£1]..Preétige geemé
- to be one oF»tﬁb primary benefits‘soughf when the mep,aré striving to
attain this pijition'}ﬁroveé 1Sf3;1ﬂd, Finney WQ?S:BG]."WGaltH 15'3155

an imporﬁaht aspect of big man status‘(Amarshi,.Gbod‘S Mortimer

1979:105). Finney (1973:124) concludes that "... most (of the _peoples

- . . N . ‘.




of New Guinea). share the basic Melanesian values and institutions that

link wealth, prestige and leadership."

—_—
i -

.

* The basic mode of production in the subsistence sector |is.

swidden agriculture. The érops include sweet potato, yams, taro,

a

coconuts, and bananas. The garden produce is oFﬁen .supplemented b;
hunting wild pigs and other game (e.g., small marsuplels and.birds),

and on the coast by fishing. The people who live in the lowieﬁd
swamps eat the starcp obtained by processing parts of the sago palm as

P

their staple food. The coastal people catch fish as one of their

chief food resources.

'
bl \

There is little economic specialization in  'subsistence

\ . .
gardening, although there is a sex-based division of labor.’ As a

general rule, men clear the brush for -gardens, make ferices’' and

boundaries, and do the fighting and ,(hunting. Women do the planting,
- ‘ !

weeding, and barvesting of the gardens, plus all the household duties

v

which include carryihg heavy‘loads'oF'Food, firewood and water. Some

o

societies do have specialists for certain tasks, but thegé‘eppear‘to'

be the exception 'rather than the rule.. - ,

B N 2 .

One of. the striking characteristics of PapUa/'qu°'Gu1hean 

k
societies is the qeréﬁonial‘exchange. Although the kula is prbbably
. v . ‘ , ‘ . - e
the most famous of .the Melanesian gift‘excﬁanges, & is not: the 7'Qh,ly
2 ‘ - . N
one. The Highlands are also well known for ‘large-scale ceremonial

2. See Strathern (1983:73-117) for a comparisoh of the Massim exchangs .,
(the kula) with the. Highland (the Melpa Moka dnd €hga Tee), Northern
New Guinea.coast (Vitiaz. Straits and Huon Gulf), and East New. Br‘lta.‘ln ,

(the Tolai -and S‘J.assi areas] exchanges.

" - . . =5
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B

exchanges involving pigé, food, and other valuables such ' as feathers

and shells. Stratpern Q1983:73) says, '"Since Malinowski's time we
A n - o o o T

‘ ‘ “ i ’ ' . N
~ have been accustomed to speak of nélanesia as an area in which the

principlé of reciprocity, enshrined .within elaborate and enduring
forms of ‘ceremonial exchange, is the major guiding force in local

socleties." Strathern (1974:xx) also comments that the exchange

‘ > . ‘ ‘ ‘
ceremonies take an enormous amount of time and effort to manage,

theﬁeby leaviny little time for anything else when the exchange

A

activities are at their peak.

Magic 1is an integral facet of 1ife in Papua .New : Guinean

socleties (Lawrence‘1971:4-5). There is no 'Pemote‘vand transcendent
‘Vu‘

-

supernafural world for the Papua New Guinean. Deities or spirit-beings’

-

belong to the everyday, terresfrial environfént. Many of the Papusa

oL : .8 :
New Guinean cultures practice ancestor worgship and believe that man is
1 " 4 '

”

dependent on the ancestors and other spirits for a good and successful

1

‘1ife. Spirits are "persons' and full members of the community.

"'C:,is
N

THQ traditional source of knowledge in Papda New Guineanaeociety

is thought :to be the ancestors and other spirits. ,These spirits are

responsible for the existing'knowledge and also for passing on new

. - .

knowledge. There 15 no explicit testing-of new knowledge because its

source ‘automat;cally validates 1t.. IF knowledge -comes From the

\ ° ’ L

spirits, then it hés to, 'be [hight; Thls concept ‘of knowledge is a

~ >
A

broader one then is used in Nestern society. | o S

. ’
.

Traditional Papua New Guinean societies Frequently make a

- B

,.distinction betwaen true knowledge and everyday knowledge. This is .

especially emphasized along the coast ‘ "True" knowledge is considered |



\ , ‘ c
+ 0

k2N

to}pe réligibué kn6y1edge‘ésquired through speciai‘instructipﬁ‘atv tha
age initiétionj whén :tﬁe TB&YS lea}n th; origin myths, sacréé songs;
magic Piéua#s and soréery.‘t‘Masteqy of the éacrea knoWledge.i; a
necessary conditidn Fdé léaéeﬁship in\ many societiés (Lawrénce
. . , ‘ IR
1971:222). There are\magic nituélé,that'need to 65 ‘éarrieq out lto
. ensure success in almos£ all aspects of life: plént;ng and'harveétiﬁg
’ - v - A

' i

rituals; rituals to mark the completion of a cance or a house; Ffuneial
rituals, to ensure good relations with the spirits of the déad; rituals
. . . ‘ ¢ I v ‘
to give success in warfare or 'in tradiqg expeditions. The knowleédde
.- of the specific rituals and magic is uSualf&_ inhehited, ,but  in some
cases it can be phrchased from other groups (Reed 1943:44,65-68).
l’:“ N ‘ . ‘l‘ ' o

Ahoﬁher important aspect of I''true' ‘knowledge is that it is

"'secret and personal. A Bobuan man can boast about the power of
certdin roots, leaves, and plant fluids which only he knows about
i ' '

(Rogers. 1970:18@). "True knowledge' has a normative dimension ' to it
This type of khowledge has a moral imperative because it is-to be used
. by ;Qg--individual to exercise éongrol,oveb his conduct.‘ A person is

supposed to use his knowledge in a way tgat helps hiskvlllaga,and does

nos interfere with its prosperity.’ ‘ -
. : R .

In addition to "trfe" knowledge, theﬁe;.ié also everydan5

knowledge. The evéryday>knpwledge that women ‘and childggn;havg;is{nof'_

held in véry high'eSteqml Much of the 'common‘"knowledée is.acquirea‘:

®
N

informally through modeling. THe children are around adults all the - . !

T ) [

time:xthevﬁhys go hunting with ghé"men;‘xthe.boys.and,girla‘go t§ §hé‘

‘gardens;witﬁﬁéhe womeh}_énd'pdt ‘

sexes\are:fn;thé geﬁeraifghéa-dﬁrlng
. @ :

‘villagé heétingsﬁ ' -

. A3
N A
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i

. To summarize, as‘ié true for - much ' of Papua New Guinea, the

l

“qugim péople‘ére heaVily involved in swidden agriéulture rqisinglyams‘

. ™, ‘ ' : 0 :
as the baslic-food crop. The willages tend to be small in size%and the

people village-oriented. In the Massim there is a greater emphasis on’

larger?bnd more structured political entitiqs'(bé?ed an a groluping of

¢

villages)ﬁthan is generally true throughout Papua New Guinea. An
'unusual feature of the Massim area is the matrilineal social organ-
N vt . ' . . ' B

N
N
-

‘.1zation'bfﬂsdme'df the groups such as the Trobriand Islanders and the
Dobuans. Magtc, a,majon‘ preocccupation of. the peoble, is employed

'
\

‘Fraquentfy in many activities such as gardening. Among  the people oF;

A

‘the Massim' aréé; the world is irhabited by supernatutal forces that

o

can be controlled by magic. .

" Two Specific Cultural Descriptions

.<
of the Massim area, there are difFeﬁences‘froh island to island (e.qg.,
sbcial‘orgéniiation; the role 6F':women, and" morality). .I have

~

~.ﬁrqv1&éd ﬁorejdetaileb descgiptions of the Trobriand‘Islandefs and the

Dobuans”bebahée théée  two groups have been given the mbst promlnentif

positions in the anthropological literature.. ‘Culturalp diﬁgg:ences

g o , S .
between the Trobriand Islanders and the Dobuans, as .well ‘as thé other

o

. groups lnf.thé*,Massim areé caﬁ be'exﬁécted to gehgrate differences in

o

 éft1tudéé“éhd UndehsténdlngélpFﬁhow kUla‘adfivities‘are .tbxbe carried -

A

'fdﬁt;f For exsmple, Trobriand Islandars and the Dobuans cOnsider the

Amphlatt Ialanders to ba stingy and d;FFicult to deal w1th in kula
L ' : e

o exchangas.w

‘In spite of the overall similarity seen in the cultural matrix

12
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—_ ‘ ) 3 ' v“/‘
The Trobriand Islanders ‘

o | “,‘ ;f  ‘ ' 'E .f(

of all‘ the groups in the'Massim‘area; the Trobriand: Islanders
have received the md?t intensive study. - The Trobriand Islands are a.

group of flat coral islands that surround a broad, shallow:_iagqont

The archipelago consistg‘Tmainly of one big 1sland:”L99yowa); two
4 SR | - i}
smaller islands (Kayleula%hand vakuta), and a number - of smaller
E t ' ' o 4 ‘ , . .
_islands. The ndrthern plains of Boyowa’are covered with Fertiie soil
N ) ' v N ' 4
and the lagoon teems with fish. Some of the ‘interior of Boyowa  is ~

:
v L
[N

sWamby and there are‘largé stretches of méngroveé in" the west, LThe

southern pért of Boyowa varies from exposed coral to bfackish swamps.
’ . ’ : ;“ , s \.

" Trobriand Island villages vary in size, shape, and the dégree to

which the buildings are finished and decorated. ~All the villages are__ - ‘

"
i

ldcéted close toithé garden;;‘a waﬁér' hole, Fruit trees, pélm.groyes,
aAd'inﬁmosf cases have the£ﬁ own'éccess to fhe éeéshorg.l‘Tﬁgrg is a, ,
central prli;‘plazé sﬁﬁrounéea by ﬁné oF tvé r;ngs.qflétprehbuées-adéi

dwelling;. fhis céﬁfrai plaz; i; theAsE§ne 6f most ﬁubi}cﬁiife.' ‘} ~.¥"t_}ﬁ

: Theffédéhiand Isié&&é?s’dividé thgﬁse{ggs}ihto?F@ur'm;frilinéélf}~

‘foteﬁic cléﬁs; éaqh:éssbciétedﬂwithﬁani;aﬁimél.l‘iThé  m;st }I,‘j_."ml[:n:r-‘t_Emf:'It ‘."’ ;;2
”épcia} uhits éﬁe thév susfcianét Qﬁich are ranked\énd'tied.int6 1énd -
. pénbré‘ana magic.v-ﬁach Qillaée is‘compoéed of éné oh mpﬁé sdp-q}aggﬁmiw S

i ET‘f

Thére_are thheelother sop@ailgroubingéfof.ihportance to‘?Trobrianderr.‘K’v-

- - o —_— - . - .
. o o ; )

Trobriand Islanders.’ L o e

.3, Mélinowéki!,(1922] is the}méfﬁ”réFébéncetfébnghB section - Eh‘ the




@

v
'
N

' A o, . .
the household ‘(husband, wife, children), which is 'dominmant . in daily
life; the "real fkinqred" or lineage ' (a woman, her children and her

1
e

- brother who is the. legal head of. the group); the viliage, yhére the |

N

pebpie joihtiy‘ cultivate their gardens witﬁin' the same ‘enclOSUPe, , '

carry out the food distributions and 6tbér enterprises together,, and
’ . ' : . T T A ) :
, - ' ! ‘ D
hold festivities together. !

' The Trobfland TIslanders use a System of. .chieftainship that '

inyélvéé a combihation‘dFHtWO inétit;tioné: rank and‘héadmansﬁip. The
highest ré&k-is that of parém&unt chief wha‘peﬁformsfrain and sQnehine
mag;c ‘énd‘ is in‘cﬁargé of tribalifertility. Nexte‘is"the military
t{":: chieﬁ' who has tﬁe rights‘to'ﬁértain ornamenté, which; the paramount
‘ ,gpieffcannot‘gseLl ThéEe are otﬁer chiefs be}aw these two and although
'AfJ;Hey all bglongfﬁ%o’ the same sub-clanﬂaé the paraﬁount chief, their

‘power ‘and prestige are much less. The way in which a chief exercises:

**his power is largely economic, and in the long run, all the wealth he
. qgafhers goes back to his subjecva because he has to pay for all

servié;s\rendered. A chief's wealth comes from two sources: his ‘
numerous wives grow.the considerable agricultural produce which is the -

nt L : b , ‘ . v ! L
basis of his: economic. strength; and he “receives 'tribute from his -

L subjects, through various economic moriopolies. -

a

Rank is_veﬁy important;tqAthe"TrobFiaﬁa Islanderé. Aimah of high .

-rank is yaddreségd‘vés""cﬁief"‘jand. is entitied‘vtp wear certain

'6Eﬁéments;“1Thév mqéﬁjlimpdrfaﬁt ‘ingicafiah pf:a chiéf'glraﬁk‘éfe the - (
‘;fébﬁoéfb;.ﬁ§é£ ébh§1dé"fﬁpsé.tabﬁos afé g6tﬁJa"bUPdéﬁ ;and‘afmaEk of
éiétiﬁé§i§6 -a{théhiéhef-ﬁhﬁvrank;\;hé‘moﬁéféfhibééﬁ% ﬁhe tabo¢§-':v
e ‘,w;'fffiiiﬁfft  .Vi:: ‘. :: _ :U,4‘:.T »,;; _.;;: ’N‘{- | e
oA —”5:Dasceﬁt;tiﬁﬁétﬁtéﬁéa,']énd éuqceéé}oﬁ‘ﬁéhq:[matriliﬁﬁélg \i-é?;.
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chyldren }hherit through their mother's line and belong' 'to.’ her
. ‘ /v . . .‘ \ ) l ’ . -_ . :
sub-clap and clan. Her daughters inherit any positiéns and privileyes

i

"whic&Jshe,may possess due to either her rank or her relationship to,

the ‘headman of the cd@hunity. Her sons inherit from her brother.

The Trobriand ISlanders ‘are prolific‘ gardeners who énnuall}
harvest twice as much phodqce as they can eat. Usually the family
. ! . l' ' ' L P

—

~—(busband, wife, children,” and ' dependents) work together clearing the

'

+ land, ‘preparing ‘new gardens, and ‘harvesting. Land clearing and =
planting, which continues from July through to the elddle of

Séptember,ﬂis a communal activity. Yams, the main TrobrT;nd‘crop, are
.t N N : ‘ ' ‘ , o
the foundation of wéaltg throughout the area. '~ Even districts like

i
. '

. . ' : . . : . ’ : .
Kulumata where fishing is important stil} depend, economically, on
their agricultural neighbors. Rogers '(1970:88]‘ summarizes the,

importance-, of ‘agriculture to the Trobriand Islanders, '"Fishing is

\

prominent in some districts but agriculture is paramount in all.”

Sevéralvvillages in;the Kuboma district Have‘expert carvers, an

art which is encouﬁéged.‘ Wooden platters, Huntiqg and Fishiﬁg‘speargg
‘staEFs, combs, wooden hammers, and bailers are all produced in large

quantities. There are also villaggs‘in the district which_ménhfaqture
‘blaifed‘Fibhe‘itehS'and'certain forms of baskeféyvfdr export. ‘Some of
the Tilataula villages[are known for their skill ih-ppliéh;ng sfoqe.

3]

T ' o ¥
- Magic, is of extreme importance to the Trobriand Islanders.

Garden maglc is\bérfprmed by a‘mégician‘us;ng cumhoh@y:knoyn rityéla;

“"No seérécy'is involvéd in,garden magic éincé fhia.ltype',of'»mééi¢ﬂ;is_z,
" regarded as"hormal-and'pPOpén; Thé,magic'.islquite simple andxdibect;

— B N

".de?oid,in most cases of any formal céﬁ;mony; uThe}paanFMpr'lqdkgfiikev[~‘"

o



‘ BT

an ordinary person doing mundane, everyday woﬁk;.‘.Special magic,

' concerned with things like‘Fishng for mullet, is carried out by the
o ' \ . b : . . .

‘headman. of ' ‘each ’community ~with' the appropriate taboos  and

ceremthals. Bladk‘maglc la parﬁqrmed by sorcehehs. 1t ‘is"employed ,

‘when ah. indivlaual‘ Feelsjlthat' he or she has a grievance against k

‘,énOthar-persoh that cahnot‘be aattled‘any“othen way.v Interastlhgly
ehough, no haéic:whataaéuer‘ianconnacted"wlth tha ‘manuFaatuPihg‘ of

goods for trade. - The lack of magic is surprising given tpé'importance

of magic throughout the rest of the culture.

\ A ‘ o ' ' . s " j B o
4 i o A : SR ,

The Dobuans = s ' , - o,
— . ' . A : . v

The Dobuans 1nhablt the north- east coast of Fergusson Island and

-

the island oF Dobu. Mallnowskl (1922 38) describes the Dobuans as, |
Mone of ’the most important links in the chain of kula and a  very

influential centre of cultural influence." Young (1979:176) says the

area oF Ferguason Island that the Dobuans 1nhab1t 15 flat with Fertlle
shores ycontaining cbconut 'betel-bal; 9 mangals, é"d, braadfFruit.
ttraea.; Fortune (1932 1ﬂ3) descrlbes the island ;t bobu .as 'haslcally
an‘lnFertlla vulcanic cohe. l'l ‘ 5 tﬁ 2 I | Tt

The natives go through an annual season of prlvatron when ‘ o a Ll

: the yam, supply is running low, when they live mainly on
" . roots and. wild leaves oF certain traes with small remnants . -
. of yama or early yams taken From the new\gardens before. {»;f>

'

_they are. grown and with" tha~usua1 rare pigs taken huntlng 3
. or small fish. that ‘are’ caught with mugh tr uble and scant [
reward 1n tha poorly stocked seas. , '

o ‘ | A ﬂf'-i l‘l'~‘ -".1l” -
'———-—-‘—‘—-—‘ , P o _ . . \ . . L . "\‘,
‘4;'Ma11ndwéki (1922] and Fortune (1932) are,kha—ppimary sabrces for .. ,

‘ tha seotion on: the Dobuans..fy b T —-— ) .~*;%”

A Yo
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‘Dobuan villages consist of about.a dozén huts placeaﬁin a pirclél

. \ o f . .
and facing f@rds.‘ Each village has p set of linked totems: the bird

ancestress, a fish, and a' tree. All the villages iwith the seme totem

will plaim‘descent ‘FPom the same bird ancestress, and use the aéme'

origin legend. The village,‘cbﬁsiéting. of . several matFilineal.dkin‘

groups, is tbhe most important social unit and is usdally composed of

i
>

sevecral Mwomen} their nucleaﬁ families, and their “brothers (Dobuan
' society is métﬁilineal]. The'nucleaF‘Family‘”is another important

' N . . [
. [
RTI

social unit to the Dobuahs.‘ " -
Women are given a{moré prominemt place inADobuanVSDCiety‘thén is

generélly ‘the ' case throughout ‘the rest of the ‘Massim srea. The'

Trobriand” Islanders think that 'the, importance given to the role of

women in the Dobu_areé_is "peculiar (Malinowski 19?2:41),“ E .

~

Dobu villages, varying from four' to tQénty in  number, band -

' v ' A n | ' . . ' ' .
together to form larger, * hamed political units which are hostile to

each other. “In each Jocality, composed of several villages, there are
’ ) E ) . . : ‘ . oo .
one or tw6‘meh oF.outsﬁanding'inFiuence‘whb-Fill the role of big‘man.

i

)

‘fThé natural resources on the ig}éhd‘ oF‘quu are nqt‘suffiaien£ 

b

-

to support thé'populétion‘through activities such as gaﬁﬁering ‘sago

.‘_and,.FiShing.  Thé Ddbuéﬁs livé‘von‘fwhat Jtheyf,can.grow71n theihf

\ » .

,gardénss fMen‘andJW6m¢n have their'own”distincf; separate garden plots"‘"

o~

L}

\

and .they' own the yams grown. .The gardens are cleared “and planted

b

- v

¢Ommuhé11y‘qsing swidﬁéndégﬁicuifube. Bysh,ciéarlng ié'ddhéﬁ

N —~

' R ) Lo . .
e . s N [ . o [

\‘éékés,‘but.only_tﬁe women’ attend to fﬁé ~owing plants. -

o ‘

by both.

| After finishing with their preliminary garden rituals, the men

iRy
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. ° - .
leave on their inter-island | overseas expeditions. The Oobuans
o N ‘ C ‘ ot ‘. .
conslder trading an important activity, but it is secondary to

.

‘

gardening. The-trading voyages, normally din March and April, occur

.

just Hefore the northwest monsoon season gathers fts full force.

~ Among the Dobusns, a kfowledge of magic glves power and status.

'

A person's reputation 1s bullt upon successful maglc. Ritual s

'
\ v n

{ . ' . .
central to muéh of DOobuan life: in making cances and fish nets, .in the

Y
|‘

annual kula' exchanges in love aFFairs; ln causing wind and rain, in
briﬁging disease, and in cqusihg death. Plentiful gardens, success in
' ' q
! 3 ‘ . -

love afﬁéirs, and good healtp‘sre all evidence of a paowerful person.

Msliho@ﬁéi (1922:41) says, "Then‘Flying witches, so‘characyeristic of

\(

W&
it he other pecple's gardens This type of magic is carried on in
P ol { ‘

-

as B8 matter of course. The lincantations ‘are often
plemented by the use of certain parfs of specific plants (leaves,

bécause”‘these items are believed to have their own
L'v

+
K g f -

wqru aﬁagie knowledge is' kept secret even within the matrilineal
;
i. e‘, a man never passes on his magical knowledge to all his

One is chosen, usually the primogenitor,

B

n
at

\‘The information presentéd  in this chapter is normative and

v

dhg&ﬁizeq into two major seéfioﬁs. The first section described some
/ . 4‘{5‘_ T

.o
e o b} Lo

N
y

g@étern New Guinea type of culture, here havq\ one ‘of their
? A ’

—

18



of the general social structure and cultural conventions used by the

'

people of Massim area. The second section gave more specific detail

about the Trobrianders and the ODobuans. The Trobrianders and the

4

Dobuans received a more thorough treatment because the kula examples

,
e K

used throughout the rest of the thesis come fro the literatures op

f

these two groups. \

19



Chapter Two

THE KULA

The Valuables
P ‘ : »

\

The Kavataria and Kayleula people are heavily™ involved jin the

manufactuhiné of the armshells (Malinowski 1922, %trathern 1983). The

' people of Sudest and Rossel Islands (Fortune 1932), and Wari, Misima”

snd Panayati (Malinowski 1922) are also important manufacturers of the
armshells. A secondary source of armshells are the Mailu ﬁeople who

are located’ on the Papuan mainland (Strathern 1983). The people of

Kavataria, which is in the south west part of Boyowa, dive Ffor the

.shells that will be fabricated into Kula mwali. Because the armshells

travel in pairs, when an especially good shell is found a man will

continue to dive to look for a mate. If he cannot find a mate for the

shell himself, he might be given the mate by a friend, in-law, or

kinsman. After a sgitable shell thas beeﬁ found, the.;arrow end is
broken off and the rgmaining cylinder is polishea to complete the
transformation of the shell into a bracelet. Th; armshells vary
considerably in size with some of them being too £mall to be worn and
others quite large. Malinowski (1822:88) reports that, "easily Sé%
are too small a size to be Qoﬁn‘by young boys and girls. A few are so
Sig and valuable that théy QQUId.nqt be worn ag all, except.once in a
dgcade by alvery importang mén ‘on a very festiVe day." The'érmshélls

are also highly prized outside ‘the kula area in the adjacent mainland

Papuan areas.

. The'sinaketané, together ‘with the people of Vakuta, collect the

-

\

~_ 20
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v

discs that are made into kula necklaces (soulava) (Malinowski 1922,
Strathern 1983). At the southern section of the kula circuit there are

several locales that make the necklaces. The soulava, wusually from

.
’

two to five meters in length, are composed of flat, round discs strung

together by a cord which passes through the hole drilled through the
middle of each disc., The discs can be colored anywhere from a muddy

brown to carmine red. -Malinowski (1922:88) reports fhat, "Though @all

the shell-strings can ' be worp, some of them are again conslidered too

valuable, and are dumt ~some For frequent use, and would be worn on

e ; ol
very exceptional occasions only."

' »

Being a manufacturing center does not seem to be an important
factor in how successful a community's members are in the kula

exchanges. = Strathern (1983:83) points | out that there is '"mo

one-~to-one correlation betwéen control over the manufacture of these
objects and dominance within the kula ring as a whole.” At the time

of manufacture, the kula articles have not had time to acquire a

history and reputation.

. The armshells and neck laces exchanged in the kula are regarded

as being among a person's most valuable possessions (Seligmann 1910,

Malinowski f922, Fortune 1932). The largeét and oldest valuables -are

very famous and bring their temporary~posse550ﬁaxgreat renown. A kulé

—_—

valuable's main~peﬁceived worth is the social value attributed to it
by the people. - Malinowski (1922:511) describes the  social role the
kula, valuables play by saying:

Each piece of vaygu'a of the'Kula tybe‘has one ﬁain object
throughout its existence -- to be possessed and exchanged;
has one main function vandiserves one main purpose -- to
circulate round the Kula ring, to be owned and displayed.
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" that time there

The individuals in the kula say the vaygu'as are : system-communal
' T 0 l ’

property and are not to be'alienatedlfrom tﬁe'kuléucircu;t by becoming

;ﬁnyone's personal properﬁy. As weil as being"prized within the kula, -

the afmshéllé and necklaces are;nhighly‘ valued outside the kula.

R i . .
Although the kula valuables are not supposed to be traded in non-kula

e*changes, this_ does happen. Malinowski (1922:505) reports, ‘''some -of
the less valuable arti 1es/ébb away into the jungle, which in its
. , a — . .

turn, glves its produce to the coast.” The most important leakage

point seems. to be in the southern area around Tubetube and Wari.

.

Armshells are also passed westwards towards Port Moresby and out of

the kula. ' \*3;>
" ow/

.

Malinowski (1922:94) estimates tﬁat it takes from two to ten

o

years for .a given  valuable tq_make a - cbmplete circuit. - ?1¢th

(1983:96) estimates that there were roughly 3000 pairs of armshells

and 300@ necklaces in the circuit when Malinowski did his study. At

were approximately equal numbers gf the ’most‘

, P

pre4emiﬁent kula valuables, byt an lmbalance'occurred at the lower end
\ ' : . . . 1S
of the value scale where armshells outnumber necklaces (Firth 1983). -~

1

' . A "- » v
> The armshells gré ranked against each other in ‘an ordinal

N

fFashion and the same is done wiﬁhykhe necklacaé. Siz? and color are’

1

- the two ‘main criteria for - judging kula /aluables on their physical

merits. The arhshells“are white, "except for those .in the lowest

classés, and the necklaces. are red.

N

§. Campbell ({983b)_ detéii;. the 'élassifigatlon system - for ”kula

articles. = S _ . . o S

.
,
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»

The value of a kula item. increases over'glme as it moves''around

\

the ring as it is exchanged' between partqérs. Firth (1983:96) says,

"physical criteris (siie‘ and color), age and a history of kula

circulation, linked with the individuality of a ‘personal .name; bave

marked the more impdrfant valuables."” The most prestigious valuables

in each category have pames. During Malinowski's stay in the

‘\Trobriands, a pair of armshells called Nanoula were higﬁl& prized.

Another. famous’ pair, Bulwida, were naméd after a type of fish that was'

found inside one of the shells. Malinowski (1922:509) reports that

) .

children are sometimes named after the famous vaygu'a. The valuables

in the ,top classiFicafions also have extensive histories attached to -

‘them detailing who has held them and the interactions in which they

have been involved. ' BN .

‘

The Institution

The kula is a rule—éoverned set Qf intecaétions and as such is

. amenable to' a static, nofmative form of analysis. Except: for some

minor details, the transaction rules of kula exchange are considered

to be the same in all the kula communities oF‘the‘MassIm‘by fhe

: paﬁticipants and by the dbserver-analysts.  But there is more to the

situation as well. O'Keefe (1979:187) states, "To say interaction is

~ rule-governed activity ... is to'say thét interactants’ are guided by;

take note of, pay sttention to rules in their production of action and

uttebance." D'KéeFe‘s,.ététémeht highlighfs  the dynamic dimension

presenﬁbin the teleological nature of human4ihteraction . where ' people

manibdlate rules»td.ﬁchieve thgir’perspnal goals. 'Both'tha afgfic‘énd,

23
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R

. ‘Next yééc ‘B.goes to Als villégg~whérepk presents”é.wifhﬁa pair of.

et

\

“the dynamic dimensions are amenable to analysis.

.

knowledge of the rules of an institutioh is. necessary for. a

¢

person because it enables him to: behave in an appr¢priate, or at least

intelligiblé, manner in any given kula situation.  Central to the

~

concept of a‘rulé or social norm'is the normative injupction to obey

or follow it (Meldon 197@). This normative dimension giVeé‘ social

reality the appéarance of ‘being. fixed and objectlike. ' The
! ] . .

internalized rules and norms seem to take on the .stature ' of natural

— ]

. . . v ‘ | » _
.+ forces. Rules channel the Béhavior of the kula participants, lending

patﬁern and ptibictabilify;to social interactions and a sense of

solidarity té;sociallreality. Rules of some’nature are necessary to

';keep social iﬁteracfioné From becoming destructive because the norms .

and rules give some protection from disruptive elements. Byt, 'rules

are not abstract, fixed, and hncﬁanging. They atre open to continual
' ' . o v ) . ‘ '

reinterpretation, depending on the actor's goals, the setting in which

the ‘action .takes blace, and who else is involved “in the encounter

.(wiisoh,1963:113]."

oot . . ! -
. . P

A

'.The-‘two; critical  valuables [érmsﬁélls and necklaces) . are
. . . . i ' . Lo . )

4

circulated in oppoSite "directions -against each other.. The armshells

~ are exchanged for necklaces and viéeévarsai but never .armshells for

~s . e

v.ﬁ 3FW5h°115 or nécklaces!qu-neck1é¢es. For éxample;jperédn - A comes ‘to

——

aéhéhells,;.of‘ at'leasf-equal‘valqg,'tb”ﬁeciprocate for _155t year's

-
R

visit person B id_‘g{s‘ village where B presents A with a necklace.
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Had

;giFt. When a‘whole'series'of,exchanges*like those batween A apd B are

:S}m -

vlewed From above, the armshells always move counter-clockwise and the

'
,

npecklaces clockwise around -the Massim area.generatlng.the idea of a
' A

. . A

"kula ring."

|’ "The kula is a very complex institution and its existence has

“ramifications throughout much of thefrest of - the cultures of which it

is a part. 'Even though the kula is only one of the cultural
institutions -in aﬁy group, it is a very'fmportanfv one. Malinowski

. (1922:83,85) saysé

&

'The Kula is ... an extremely big and complex institution,
both in its geographical extent, and in the manifoldness
of its  component pursuits.: It welds together = a

considerable number of tribes, and it embraces a .vast
, " complex of activities, interconnected, ~and. playing "into
' one another,. .so as to form one organic whote. ... The
Kula is nfot a _surreptitious and precarious form .of
»exch nge. It is, quite-on the contrary,\rooted in "myth,
backed by tradltlonal law, and surrounded with ‘magical
rltes.

. ' o

‘isolatihg fﬁe;kula'From‘fhe cultural matrix in which it ' is embedded

. —

‘can be misleading.udByﬂ‘takinQ the .kula out of the wider.cultural

)

matrix"lt p0551ble - to ;miss importantlaspects:oFvhow, the kula

interpenetrates other institutions rand .'how the ' people- use . these

- i L . \

connections. For example, at one level a man's personal success or

‘Failurerfin' his~agrioultural purSuits Hasra big impaCt on 'his kula

-

'endeavors. At a diFFerent analytlcal level kula valuables ,are‘uUSed} ‘
in marriage and mortuary ceremonies and these uses oF the ‘yaygu'a'f7

‘would not be apparent .iﬁtla' study of kula‘ exchanges only.a Neiner"

A

‘k1976] Feels that Mal;nowski has downplayed tﬂb role oF women 1n the

.kula .because he Focussed .on the’ exchange aspect.' Homen are‘_not N

Care,sh0uld be taken in how the kula is studied. Analytically

25 .




‘rltuele, oenoe preparations, accumulation oF trede goode end glFts,

vy,

Y
' L
v

‘ordlnerily involyed in kula exchangee,‘but they are heevily. involved

in mortuary ‘ceremoniee which' often have a'direct effect on kula

activities. e

' .

Mallnoﬁskl (1922:83,93) states that there are two distinct types

' K . \

of kula: overseas - and ‘inland. Theg overseas kula exchanges‘ have .

.o
» ‘
)

received the most. analysis in the past, but‘recently,the inland kula

has been PeceIQing more attention. ‘The annual overeeeer exchanges

involve  many people 'treveling ‘From lone'\ésland to another. . - A

considerable number of valuables. (1ﬂﬂﬂ: or
during. an ovefseas kula expedition. ‘Although the ectual exchanges

4

occur between individuals, the kula men from one village or area will

,ordinarily travel together as a "kula communlty"'when they .go ‘on an
. , . T e . .

overseas kule' exchange; Malimowski  (1922:93) deechibes ‘a  kula
community as:. ‘ “

~++'a village o a number of villages who go out. together
on big overseas expedltions, and ‘who ect .8s a body in the

e Kula transaction, perform 'their magic in° .common, have. ',

common leeders, and have the same outer and inher soclel
,ephere,‘withln whlch they exchenge their veluahles.

«

The second type of kule 1s the lnlend kule., IR . thls Forn.:of

'fkula there 15 a constant triokling of exchanges all year long. These"

X

'exohanges usually teke place between people 1n the same village (e g.,

i between two Frlends or a Father and eon] or v1llagee that are Feirly

‘?

clqee. The motivational Factors oF the people are probably dszerentt‘

flin inland kule exchanges end they usually expend much lese tame;

N

- o l\. .
;energy, end reeourcee in the 1nlend kula than they do 1n the oversees

fkula. The overeeee kule, wlth all its preperetions (extens1ve .mag1c'~

s

ore) . can change hands

26
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&

etc.l, involves’ many ‘people working ﬁogsthsb to plan and organlzs-ﬁhs
trip. On the other hand, nany inlsnd'kuls‘tosnsaoﬁions involye only ‘s

single pair of psrfnsrs somsﬁimes‘,living in the ‘same vlllsge;
exchanging kula valuables, = | 3
. : . AU ) . L . . ' ‘ ‘,

“ . X . , 3
There are alsc other minor ' valuables, which are used as gifts,

,

involved in the kula interactions. These minor * valuables are of

ron

- secondary importance and consist of items such as food, betel-nut,

)

. stone blades, and lime = (Malinowski 1922:362). These preliminary and

intermediate gifts also need to be repaid, just like the armshells and

.

necklaces.

The people can and do carry on ondinsry' commodity trade by

bsrtsrlhg-hhen .tﬁsy are not involved ln kula exchanges. Uthn a kula

'exchange has not been hsnbigd properly, Young (1979 17ﬂ) »rsports

1'peopls saylng, ."He conducts his kula as if it were gumwsll (ordlnsry

tnade)." A large amount of utllltarlan trade ln‘ essentlél and luxury.
resources’ does take place on Kula expeditions, but tﬁsss,sxchanges are .

‘conceptually and oehaviouﬁslly Asepsratsd from  the kula by the"

‘participants. o L S ; KO

' by,ssylng.'

N

T

e

Let us suppose that I a Slnskets msn,'sm ln possession oF:»”
'a pair of big armshells. An overseas sxpedltion From Dobu
jv..;‘arrlves at’ my-vlllsge.i Blowing: a conch shell, I- tske{
my armshsll pair and " I of fer it to my oversess partnsr,
with same such’ words as "Thiswls _a Vaga [opening glFtl -
in dus tlme, thqu returnest to me a blg Soulava [necklace].}4
for. 1t. Next year, when I- visit my psrtnsr s village, hej
: eithsr is’ in posssssxon of ' an equivalent necklsce, -and -
this He': glves to me as Yotile (return giFt], or he hss not -
i;a"nscklsce good " enough to\repay my ast’ giFt. J’In' this“g, i
,case he will give ms a small necklscs 74] avowedly notv:}w
, ; B , s

”Jﬁallnowskilﬁj922§98) describes a typical kuls'éxchsnée<ssquencs'

27




fveriations,oh how to kula.

equivalent to my giFt\—— and he will give 1t to me as basl
A(lntermediate gift). .This means that the main gift. has to
be repald on a future occasion, and the basi is given in
token faith ~--"but it, in turn, must be repaid by me in
the meartime by a gift of small armshells. The final
gift, which' will be given to me to clinch the whole
transaction, would then be celled kudu (cllnchxng giFt) in

contrast to. basl. .

'
.

‘Within'the overall framework of rules, there are minor,

'

local

LI

'Although analysts recognize that there are

inter-island * differences ih the kula, the leFerences/)are usually

minimized. In describing the kula exohange. system, Jerry

‘
—_— -

(1983:25) says: °

(The) local (social) systems are, and have been, cognate
with ‘éach other, sharing overlapping but not identical
patterns of organization, belief, and exchange. he Kula,
too shares this characteristic. .An enaIbgy is the(bame of
brldge“which now - internationally has a small core of

nation in’ point counting, blddlng, signallng, anq even
reasons for playing.

Each. kula valuable can be. kept by an lndlvidual For a peri

‘Leach

.common rules everywhere but wide, variations from nation to

od oF

-~ tlme, but this time perzod must not be perceived as being excessive by

~his

kqlat.partners. ‘*The\ txmlng oF how long a man can hold“on

£y

4

e \ ) s ,
.. yaygu'a 'is Tan area where'aispeclflo indiyrdual has  some. degre

joontrol;. The rules sey that it is not to be "overly" long, but

tlme Freme is only“loosely deFined. . As well a man can use

‘rules’

\(e}g.,‘ giving an intermediate giFt instead oF passing L on

‘ff;speoifio veluable] iF he wants te retain a speciFic ertlcle f

":end how they can menlpulete them. \ Malinowsk1 [1922 94) eays Rl

to a

e‘.oF‘

thls

A

other

the'

or a

A man

ijho is 1n the Kule never keeps any article longer than, say, a: year or

‘.two.

‘7 Even thls exposes him to reproach eF belng niggardly,

5, certain distriots heve the bad reputetion oF being 'slow' and 'hard'

i

. .

/‘while longer.\‘ The ‘kule men'are ewareﬁoF the structural constraintsv

aﬁd e

'

U .



'  Trobriands.

. in’ the Kula." oo o . _ o N

'
'

A\
, )

considerable‘ phestige - from being sucéessful _in  the ‘kula system

¢
v

(Malinowski 1922:28@). There are some women who kulé; but they can

only‘pe physically involved in.an exchaﬁge in the inland kula and must
" o ' . . fe < .

use 'a male substitute for their overseas interactlons. Even améng the

men; only some choose to participate in the kula»syStem."For,example,“

iﬁ the morth of Bayowa in. the Trobriands there are whole districts: .

where nobody is invo;ved in the kula system. 'Conversely, all the men

' in Sinaketa, - Vakuta, and Gumasila areas. of the. Trobriands kula. As

well, it is-only the headmer in some of the' villages of fhe_Kiriwiné

district that kula. Jerry Léach (1983:121) estimates that éhly 18% of

"the men in Kiriwina kula. In the Dobu area there are .villages where

only the Headmen kula (Youﬁg,1979:183).

1

.
.

t
1

Gregory [1982)_sayé‘that the kula Flourisheé in the egalitarién

areas of the Trobriands‘and that there is an inverse Ea}htionéhip
Lo , ) . o . . ) . - e R

N

between the amount of ' people 'involveg‘:in—the kula and the degree of

chieftainship in their social étrqcture.' He uses Vakuta as an .example

bééauée all the Vakutan males kula and they -do
- MR S N .

‘:chieﬁtainéhib system . operating. 'Malinqwski '(1922) 'Fouﬁd,‘ﬁhat the

KifiﬁfnaE.district was highly active in the kula and Kputaina,_'thé

“bgramouht‘ cHieF. bF' Omarakanaw was the majdh'Akulaf-F}gpré;‘in‘ the

. . . AN
: ot . . ' ' . »
~ P . .

‘QSually'hiséfaﬁharyor hi9 hotHer's‘ brother. ‘Héﬁ‘starts; with  small

arméhel}éﬁ éhd ,ﬁecklaqésﬁ,ahd;ngaanliy  haﬁdlesi‘lérgér gandf mpre5

o~ . L . -

With rare exceptions,. only ' .men kula ‘and ‘they stand to gain

not | have a stréng.~

- R R ',‘.7"ﬂha IR . o ‘ . L o
" A 'man 'is brought into  the kula at adulthood by & kinsman;u




. . o, L
ity

39

preet;gious valuables as His skills and reputation grow.‘ Malinowski

l
'

(1922}279) describes how a son of a Famohs kula man, Kouta'uya, might
.. get eterteq:" R ‘ o ﬂ.“

Supposing one of the sons of 'Kouta'uya has Peeehed the ‘\
stage where a  Jlad may begin to kula. The chief will. have ' '
been teaching {him the - .spells for 'some time already.
ol Moreover' the. 1 , who. from childhood ‘has ' taken part  in
overseas ex itions, .-has many a time seen the rites
per-formed and heard the spells Uttered. ' When the time is
ripe, Kouta' 'uya, having the conchshell Jblown, and with all
due Formalities,‘ presents a soulava to his  son. "This
latter,' soon aFterwards, goes scmewhere‘NoPth Perhaps he
- 'goes’ ' only to’ ope of the neighboring villages within ' .
'Sinekete, perhaps he accompanies his father an a visit as )
" far North as Omerakana, and in any case he makes,. Kula.
. either with one of his father's friends’ and ‘partners, .or
~.with a special friend of his own. Thus, at one stroksa,
‘ . thehhad‘ie equipped #ith‘magic; vaygu'a, and two partners,
' one of whaom _is his father. His northerpn partnef will give
tim in due course an armshell and this he will probably ™
" offer to his ‘father. The transactiods once started
continue. -~ . o . , ' . .

, ’ . * . B o : ‘
- Before a.kula man dies he can pass his ''‘road" -on to his nephew.

A . \ '

: er‘hie‘son; ’In'the Trobriands it is usual to pass the "road'" on . to a

_nephew becausey of the matrilineal descent. The decision of whom to-

‘give>hié kﬁla "roaah'to ie‘en‘aree yherelHae fipdi?iduei‘ Hasl‘ceetrei‘
‘Sver heW‘Ee weﬁfe7to: dperefe.v‘A méh‘eén Folioerthe cultural norm-ahd
pees the roed to hls.nephew or he cen‘decide to glve the "Poed" to his’
own epn,;f the:mae's eeehew ‘has 15!!H‘1Iﬂﬁﬂﬁ§?éctory in rFqlﬁil;ing

,_soeie13bbligetionsy 74§3: ST, R o o . .

According to Malinowski (1922) the. kula exchanges ocecur between
vkula pertners‘ who are - 1inked to ‘eech ‘dther in Fixed, liFelong"
reletionehips. Fortune states thet the partnerehips in: Dobu ere more

Fragile (Fortune 1932 214]

Partnerships between the moet powerFul men who exchange'
the Fineet velueblee are the most steble. . But the:




\ ‘ , ‘ ;
| . maJorlty aof partnerShlps are. not more stable‘than mérriage:
' ‘ partnerships .in Dobu. IQGY FPequently - break up, and new

partnerships are contracted owing to one of the partners

fFailing to‘meet his Just obligations,‘r -‘ C
r[ . B

, . o N . i .
But generarly, throughout most OF the Massim, it requires“ a major ,

<xs ‘a formal agreement xnvolvlnq gift exchangeQ -and a number of mutual

duties and obfigatipns (these vary ’with ‘the respeotive‘status.oﬁvthe
1 b K ) LI ‘.‘ ‘ l“ ' ‘ ".‘ ——
individuals involved). The oversess!partner plays the role of host,

' l

patron, and ally when his partner is’ visiting'him,‘ The host ﬁ:ovgnes',

v
ER

. ’ ' ] N
. pPovldES hls host thh some ngts whenlhe arrives.,
. . o o
. ' . o N

v [

2 " A man stands to gain‘or lose considerably ine”how well he can

. ) K /
partners. | The people’ manlpulete " their lnteractxons and show
flexibility in deciding what constitutes a magor breach QF"etiquette

. c . %

fooq, presents,'houslng, and safety to his wisitor. = The. visitor -

breach in kula etiquette to destroy a kula partnership. A pertnershl‘pA

vt

vtonction in  the kula as a result OF the quantlty and quality of his 4

and whether or not: to sever ‘a pgrtnership, A man withlfeﬁ partners

* . .. P : ' ‘ ' . T

has little control over who to hpass:yal&aples tp'ahd he‘cannot afford
) . . . . . N . . . Y, ; .

to a;ienate his partners"beqause‘he has' so Few'oF themnf'A successful

W

man with 'a larde number of partners has much greater control. Cﬂe»has

-

‘ how he wants to 1nteract wlth his’ partners. .A"haQ. with ,only one

4

- partner 1n a: partlcular area Flnds hlmself in a much more rbetricteq

Jseveral‘optiuns for who he IcanrpaSS any‘given‘va{yabie to,,as'well'es,

»,“\

- - . . . . >

¢

“situatiqn. He ' may‘dec1de to,.keep' ‘an unSatingetory:partner until he:

'

eah’make‘ other ‘arrangements with another man in the _same . anea. Thien 3

/—"‘\\

f‘sltuatlon arLsesﬂﬁﬁe;/a man ne\as“acceés-tb a partieular‘ Viliage:orw

area (e g., ?or trade] "»‘

oy . Lo : ) ‘ . .

"
f

. A man requires a minimum of two partners to&operate.ihnthe“gulel

®
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P

B Y\ . L LY
. . ) " % " o . ﬂ '
' . - ‘ : e
. i

i .
)

(e.gl, ane on elther geographical side of him). There is no.b%t limit

. ]

on how many partners he may acquire over the course. of his kula
career. But there are restrictions on how far afield_a kula man can

go in building his kula networks. Amn individual man exchanges only
” ' . ! —
with partnecrs . on each side of him, and not with everyone around the
. entire chaln of which he‘is only one 1ink. On average, a man would
have between FOUP‘tO'Si*‘péftnePS (Malinowsk] 19éé}278). Multiple sets
. Ly ‘ .

of partners, up fo one hundred or more, bhave been  documented.

N 2 '
Malinowski (1922:276) reports that the Trobriand chief, Kouta'uya, the

! ns)

4
S

paramount kiila mah during Malinowski's time, had 55 partners in the

;northgrn dact Qf'ébyowa {Luba, Kulumata, and Kiriwina), 23 partners in
,/ VERuta}@né the souttrern E?Pt of Boyowa, 11 in the Amphlett Iilands,

o &0

and,§7 in' Dobu. It {s individual partnerships like Kouta'uya's that

¢ : |
y yfgprm the links in the kula cheins that stretch sll around the Massim
B n . . . ; )
"r“i : K . LT
. ﬁ‘ BP@é . » ”

ST .
4 Kula'partrers do not trade or barter in a utilitarian sense with

E

/bach other. Their relationship ls based on the concept of gift rather
o ‘

. . . .
thad&éommodity exchange. There:are, however, ways for partners to bid
“Forla specific vaygu'a a partﬁer) is Holding. Kula ‘paryicipants

oo n
solicit particular shells from each other with preliminary gifts' of

.

va{ﬂéd itéms, such as the axe blades duarried in the Wdodlark Islands.
W ' ' 1 [

; . .
Mdlinowski (1922:352-353) reports:
\ : .
‘thhough haggling and bargaining are completely ruled out
of the Kula, there are customary and regulated: ways. of
bidding for a piéce of vaygu'a known to be in the
possession of ene's partrner. ... If I ... happen to be in
the posségéidn of a pair of armshells more than usually -
-good, the fame of it spreads, fFor it must be remembered
j} that each one of the first-class armshells and necklaces
.~ has B personal name and a history of its own, and as they
circulate around. the big ring of the K&la, they are all

* K : . SR po—
" el E . . :
, . 7 S y ,
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"well known, and thelr appetirance in a given district

always creates: a sensation. Now, all my 'partners --
QAwhether from overseas or from within the district -~
compete for the Ffavour of receiving this particular
article of mine, and those who are specially keen try to
obtain it by giving me ' pokala (offerings) and kacibutu
(solicitary gifts). The, former. (pokala) consists as =a
rule of pigs, especi®&lly fine bananas and yams, or taroj
the latter (kaributu) are of greater value: the valuable,
large axe-~blades (called beku), or Jlime spoons of whale
bone are gliven, B

Magic is a very lmportant part of all kula activity. When an

overseas kula expedition is underway, tradition dictates that there be

two ritual étops along the way: a prellminary stop on a besch close to
the departure point and a second, shorter stop at a point close to the

1

final destination of the trip. The magic performed at the first stop
focuses on the canoces and is performed by the cance owners. The magic

performed at the second stop is done by each individual to make

himself more successful in his exchanges. Malilnowski says that - there

are three ‘types of magic associated with a kula expedition.

)

Malinowski (1922:102) states:

-

The belief in the efficiency of magic dominates the Kula,
as it does ever so many other tribal activities. Magical:
rites must be performed over the sea-going canoce when it
is built, in order to make it swift, steady and safe; also
magic is done over a canoe to make it lucky in the Kula.
Another system of magical rites is done in order to avert
the dangers of sailing. The - third system of nagic
connected with overseas expeditions is the mwasila.or the
Kula magic proper. This system consists in numerous rites
and spells: all of which act directly on the mind nanola
X of .one's partner, and make him soft, unsteady  of. mind,. and
'/ eager to give Kula g)fts.

oz

After the exchanges, black magic can be used to settle perceived
injustices such as when one person has considerably more success in

his excﬁanges than the ‘others. Magic is another area in which the

kula participants have latifﬁde and choose how they want to condbct-
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themselves. Fortune (1932:209-210) Peporﬁs: o

One neighbour is jealous of another in the acquisition of
-ww—. ornamentsal valuables in the Places to which they journey
together. It is true that the owner of the canoe
performs, certain ritual (on an expedition) for the entire
‘canoe's crew, —But the important charms and spells in the
kula are those calculated to Influence overseas strangers
or partners to be generous in giving. These, no man does
for another, Each man hopes to secure for himself,
supremacy and pride of place. That is why it is said of
the valuables 'many meh died because of them' (Malinowski
1922:359). Such men are believed to have been killed by
the sorcery of their own cance fellows, who were enraged
at another obtaining so muoh more success than they, maybe
 obtaining the very valuable that one other considered his
right. ’

Jealdusy and striving for pride of place does not IOCCQP
powerfully between two organized groups standing over
against each other. Such jealousy and étriving, leading
often to the use of the black art on each other, takes
place powerfully within the' wuvalaku, kula fleet, within
the onme tribal group, even within the small group that
form a single canoe crew.

The Key Kula Concepts

\

?Theée are two main‘principles operatihb in the kula. The Fifst
principle says that. the véluables are not to be-alienated from the
exchange network of becohe anyone's personél‘propeéty. VA man achieves
honor by;tﬁé:ﬁumber and value of the vaxéu'a he handle% over thé 
courée of hls kula career and not by keeping any‘of'the valuabléﬁ. ‘A

man is to keep one of the valuables for a while then give it to one of
’

his partners. Thus, .a man will have a large number péss through his

-\ . ) ‘ "
hands lncreasing his personal renown. ,Malinowski (1922:519) calls
“ . 14 Y
this passing sequence of vaxgu‘a; "cumulative possession.'" Fortune
(1932:214-215) says: SRR SRS
T o . Y v ~ \ - ' .
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A ‘man is judged esaesa, rich man, or not, by the saize of

exchange in .the kula. His reputation In native eyes is in
very great measure estimated by his success in it.

Many authocs ﬁave challenged Malinowski on the lissue of the

°

private ownership of kula, valuables (e.g.; Campbell 1983a, Gregory

(

I A

1983,. Leach 1983, Strathern 1983, Weiner 1983). Two types of valuables

»

can be used for purposes not associated with kula ekchangeé: (1) hewly”

v

manufactured valuables that have not been placed in cifculationé‘ (2)
those that are in circulétion;‘buﬁ are at a stasis point where-all the
L Eeciprocal claim§ agéinst them have been balanqed.b Jeéry Leéch
(1963:24) says,."A ma jor deficiency of Malinowskian kula amnalysis has
been the absence of the concept of the private or person-tied kila
sheil (Kitom ori coénates)." An individual uses a vaygu'a as a kitom
when he gives it as a marriage 'gift, a mortuary gift, a land gift,

etc., instead of using it- as a kula gift. The recipient of the kitom

can chobse how he.will use the Vgihg'a. He can also use it gp a kitom

or he can place it back Iinto kula cfrculation (Leach 1983:24). When'a

vayqu'a is at a stasis point the person holding it has a great deal of

. ' N
‘control over the disposition of the valuable. gfhe individual can

\

. . Voo ‘ ‘ . . . .
choose to tﬁgat the valuable as a gift or as a commodity. He makes

-

the decision based on how he thinks he can best meet his own personal

. . v .‘ - , : o7
goals. The concept of kitom' is found tﬁ(ggghout the Massim, but
" \\ . _\ . A i

. Vo , .
varies from island to island in exactly what ® person can do with a

o

L S ’ g B '
kitom valuable (Jerry Leach 1983:25). As well as being used as gifts

in noﬁ-kula exchanges, the valuables have been known to be sold to
~ \ " S : : .
visitors and other\non-kula people, therepy:permanent;y'temoying_them

from kula circulation.

\

"the valuables which he keeps in continuous possession"\\\\.\v
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The second principle‘\obgrating. in the kula is that a kula

I

1 ' : .
‘valuable is & gift which must be repaid. The valuables are gifts, not

conmoditiea, when they are used in the : kula and are exchanged
) ' ‘

~

according to the principle. of reciptdcity, i.e., like value for like

. : 6
(Malinowski 1922, Mauss 1925, Gregory 1982). Since kula partners are

“not allowed to haggle with each other over relative values in

exchanges, there 13 a normative expectation that a partner will return

' full-value Ffor the kula valuable he was given. The matter of

\

‘equivalences gives the kula men raom to maneuver in-their quest of

obtaining'thein personal goals.

N

» N

Part of the arinciple of the naciprocating of giFtS‘isvthat tha
retdrn gift .ia to be delayed and not simultaneously presented. to the
original gift givan.. IF.the. de&ay in repayment'aecomes dverly loné,
the debtgr is to give intermediate gifts to his partner'to show  good
’Faith and mark time until he: can pﬁoperly'ragay the‘fifsf giFt. As a

‘general rule the exchanges involve Ffair dealing, but: this is not

always the case. kThe delay Feature in kula transactions gives a man

the opportunity to plan a strategy for taking advantage 'oF another

vpanson, 4For 9xampla, he can give his partner a return valuable that

" ha doaa ‘not  consider to be - the equivalent of‘tha one ha'raqaived.

Because the two axchangas are saparated by a year in tlme the return

—

iFt cannot be directly compared to the original., Another ploy is to

play two on ;mora‘ partners of f against;,‘each= other. This is

. . .
.

- o - - N R e

," ' . . . o ) N . . ' . ’ ' o
6. Gregory (1982:19) defines a commodity exchapge as one . involvxng a‘,\

ralationship between two’ obJacts where the transaction is- terminal.
gift exchange involves a relationship between two subJects‘ where tha
‘punson who racelvéa the giFt owes a debt that must be Pepaid.‘
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.

accompliahéd by nisleading tham‘into bidding,i#or a ‘valuable that the

man knows he will not be able to give them. C -

Fortune (1932:217) gives an excellent exampla‘of’an individual's

’
'

strategy and planning for a set of kula exchanges:

Suppose I, Kisian of.Tewara, go to the Trobnianda, and
secure an armshell named Monitor Ligard. T then go to R
Sanaroa and in four diFFerent‘places secure four different
shell necklaces, prom151ng each man who gives me a shell
necklace, Monitor Lizard in return later. I, Kislan,'do'
not bhave to be very specific in my promise. It will be
.conveyed by ‘implicaticon and assumption for the most part.
,yaterf when four ﬁan appear in my home at Tewara each’
expecting Monitor Lizard, only one will get it. , The other
three are not defrauded permanently, - npwavar. They are
furious it is true, and their change is blocked for the
. yeai Next , year, when, I, Kisian go again to _ the '
Trobriands I sball répresent that I, have ﬁbur‘necklaces at .
home waiting for those who will give me four armshells. 1
obtain more . armshells than I obtained previously, and pay
‘. my debts a year late. The three men who did not get
Monitor Lizard are at a disadvantage in my place, Tewara.
Latet when ‘they return to their homes they are too far off
to be dangerous to me. They are likely to attempt to kill
their successful rival, who did get the armshell, Monitor
Lizard, by.the black art. ~That is true enough. But that

is their own business. I ' have become, a great man by Y
enlarging my exchanges ,at the expense of blocking theirs. . ’

for a year. I.cannot afford to block-their exchange for
too long, or my exchanges will never be trusted by anyons
again. I am honest in the finel issue. '

Kisian's recitalfeeitomizea the dynamic nature‘of tné'kulaﬂv One

Px Y

.-man.manipulates the futes on ‘bidding and - returning valuables,  his

ecologidalvpoaltibn 6F‘baing'separated From‘his ‘pantneta‘ becauae. he
) I ‘/" ! ' - o B - : i . B ST . .I
-lives on'a difFerent island, his knowledge oF.the other men's optlona,

,his understandlng of human motivation and his unwillxngnesa to totally

.

'Jaopardize his standing 1n the kula., Kisian knoqs jthe 1Pulea »df the

“-kula and he know9' how he can, manipulata the atrU¢tuna1acbhstrainta(

‘st partners alao kriow the rules and they can see what he ia dolng and"_

'vwhat‘their«options ,are aFter Kisian tella them that he cannot glve -
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them Monitor Lizard.

-

' As ‘demonstrated above, there can be considerable planning and
' . ! ' . ' ' n

strategy iﬁvolved in seeking to obtain.a particulérly fine Jaxgu'a.

Austin (1945:27) was given the = following description of how one kula

\ P

 man approached his transactions:

One goes fishing.. One takes a shellFlsh and puts some .of

it on the hook. Some of ‘it is put in‘the water to let the

fish smell. .By and by one.. hooks a "good’ Flsh. So with

kula, one has kula wealth for exchange -- but that is not

i all.  One must attrabt one's partner, and therefore one
- gives him food and other things and he will soften  his
" heart. Then . . o0e may catch a priceless v g‘ or  if the
partner’ has been good towards one, he might be given kudu
'slightly more in value than the kudu was “worth.’ ‘

There are two major structural considerations = built into kula

exchanges that can easily rupture kula relationéhips. The first is

4

that the‘raceIQEP‘of'a kula gift cannot discuss its‘qhality' with his
parthehfwholgaye it to him. Because he cannot‘diébuss'the gquality of S

his gift with his partnéﬁ, he céhﬁot directly coerce his partner into

hil : : e,

‘ cHahg1ng:fHe gift‘to.ihprove on ‘it., "Thus, a ‘man - has no‘ dibeét .
técourée;if ﬁé féeié chééféq. " The s;ééga4céhsidgfé£ibn, iﬁvol?as’\tﬁe
:séiic;tiné othiFté;L“§inééxioﬁl;"oﬁe mah;4lofl'what‘,qan bg'sevefal
:éoﬁpetitoéé, can be“sﬁchééFu;'iﬁ‘obf;ihidg‘a‘ﬁarticgléfiy;’é;néy;kulé

valuablé,lkthere‘ pan’ ‘be bvsevéral junéqcceésful‘ partnebs, ‘ fheséﬁx

o
&

R

dnéucdeééfulJMéhlmay'Feei‘"thwarted“ and be "FUll'of’malicé"~wheﬁ'they.. 

'do not raceive the particular valuable (e g:» ﬂMéhitor Lizard)~,th§y: 2

"\

1" were bidding on.' Malinowski [1922 359] summarlzas the eFFect of fhase

two kula considerations when he says.

As only one' can. be successFul, vall the others w111 beg~ o

thwarted and mofe’. o less. oFFended ‘and" Full of . malice. ,
, Still more room  for  bad < blood: is left in the matter of
',j squivalence.‘ﬁ As tha valuables egchanged f;cannot -be

38 .
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measured or even compared with one : gnother by .an’ exact -
standard, as there are no definite correspondences or
indices of correlation between ' the .'various ‘kinds of the
‘valuables, it is not easy. to satisfy a man who has given a -
. vbygu! a.oF high value. On racelving a repayment (yotile),
which he does not consider 'equivalent, he will not
actually make a scene about it, or eveh ‘show his
'displeasure openly , in the act. , But he will feel a deep
resentment, which will express itself in frequent
recriminafions and abuse. = These, though not made  to his
partner's .Faee,_ will reach his ears sconer or "later:
Eventually, the universal method of sattllng leFerancas
may b€ resorted to -- that of " black maglc, and a ‘sorcerer
will be pald to cast some evil spell over the offending

. party.
P Y. 2

- Summary

e . 'The kula exchanQES are formal events and the entire ;eichangs'

system is governed by two .general, normative ‘brinciplesr (1) the

valuables are gifts, not cammodities, that are to remain ln‘thelsystem
and not . be removed from the - kula; (2) the gifts are exchanged
according to the norm of reciprocity ' where, after a suitable time

Vo

) delay, a valuable oF‘the complementany type}is to be:retuﬁned 'to the
“ofiginal‘giveﬁ; hAlso, there are ‘tWD‘ ‘structural cdnslderatldns‘that
Amake kula exchanges challenging For the people who' kula. (1] a persbh‘”

- caéhot dlscuss the quallty oF the ngt he received w1th the glFt‘ﬂ‘

‘leen;‘;(é)b the system oF blddlng For valuables is» not tightly'f“

sthhetuﬁed:v‘ The._peopla who' . are involved in the kula A§FBQulrei

i

eonsideaable knowledge. conceining what'is andehat'isfnot:}abproprlatejfv,i;,v*

BE R

«

behavior. BT
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Ehapter. Three

A : . EXPLANATIONS OF THE KULA

' The Three Traditional Explanations
. X | |
“fhe kula is 'usually' freated' as a syaten of, ‘socio-economic

o - exchange whene two'types‘oF valuables, aﬁmshGIIS‘ and negflaqes, are

traded for each other. There is a considerable degree of similarity

‘anm island to-ieland‘in ‘the‘rules‘For how the peoplefinvolyed in the

.exchanges ge'aboyt their business. ' Becagse of the similarity in the
kula rules and the cultural” homﬁgeneity of the region, analysts from'
Malinowski onwards have tended to approach the study of the kula from

the perspective” that'  the kula is a eingle,.huge, and ban-island

exchange network.
. . . L X v

'
o . i

Analysts have_used a rags and; paﬁches appfoach to,fetudy.‘the ]

" kula. ‘tInFornation From the'. | Trobniandsa ig ‘,puﬁ together‘ with
L ‘ . ‘_ ; q‘ ‘ L Co

_lnFormation‘ From_ Dobu,|the Amphletts, and the other 1slands in the
network to develop an overall pattern. The plecemeal technique, which

[

comes From. the inter—island homogeneity assumptlon,‘ has generated‘

‘

-

“‘dthree broad explanatory mechanisms For kula' resource re-dletrlbutlon,'
. R ,

- eoclal solidarity, and prestige compet1tion. e

All three oF theee lnterpretations have many good points "yeﬁl

‘f.none oF them nor any combination oF them can capture more than a small','

. Yy
[ 3

*'part oF the dynamic nature oF the kula.t,derny Leach (1983 5 8) says.,‘
‘7Even lﬁ one. has an omniecient understanding oF the ruleS‘l‘v.
NI . and, paﬁterns oF the trensactlonal ‘complex called the kula,;;“"‘

~Tfhﬂ'{nthe ‘question "of’ . the ‘motive. force.. underlying it gkl

TTL"@remalne.f_... [N)one of the. ‘existing’ interpretatfone oFFerf.
‘tjgmore than a partial ,ex'-anation*#For the 'kula and the:t




‘ \ AT .
academic debate bedly needs rekindling with: Fresh evidence ‘
and, insight. ‘ . o o 4

7
Resource Re-distribution

"
T

Many analysts begin with the assumbtion that the ' kula .ex¢hange'_\

system‘is needed in the Massim because the area ‘}ecks a centralized

»autﬁerity“struepure." The‘fkula, 'Func£ionieg as  1a selF-renewfng,
tfeatyfiike cohéract‘betWeép the vaﬁlebe ,cultqrel»;gfeups,‘keeps tge
peace‘end pebmits trade betweeh‘the normally  hesti1e gﬁoupé (e.g:,
Rivera 1926, Foétune‘asaé, Malinowski 1935,“U‘t‘ner‘oi‘ 1962, Lauer . 1970,
. ' ‘ ' ’ &

Rogers 197E,‘.aﬁd BrodkField‘”S Hart 1921). Accordiﬁg to the resource
re-distribution explanation, the kula acts as a protective umbrella

under whose cerr.the people ‘of the Massim aree,can trade wlth each

other. The kula proJﬁdes the people with the securlty they heed, in

an,othefwise:hcstile.region, to,tréde' for the‘ ecploglcel Fesources

"

" ecologies. . . o - L o

of volcanlc orlgln 'énd‘:some{ are . éeralfetpilé. 'Méhy of the islands =~

o

" lack clay For pottery f‘eﬁv?'eroper shells. - and . Feethefe ‘Fehi'

b T S—

"ornementatlonw -Dther ;1slandé' lackafHe ‘béef typeS"oF,;tﬁees"and-J

—
v

< deFiclentvin-some types of ,Food areSQuhces;J thhin the ;Trobrlend;7'

~‘;Islen&s,,FdhfeekémpLe; ﬁfﬁérelxiéﬂeﬁ_eeeenée.eF.euChﬁindispeﬁeaﬁle ﬁeﬁ'"“f"i
. O O ORI EEE PR 3 :‘>n-e_~e~ethjva¥? o

D s v o o

7. The First three sections ‘of - this chapter vrely primarily on Jarryez.”‘

Leach's [1983 5—8] analysis of, the kula.-i‘g“. RRLE o S

e

yhich are differentially diétributed throughout the varied\is%aqd

Theﬁislends do heve.VeEiédx‘ecologiesQ[ ~Some of the islands are

' lashing—v1nes For buxldlng and repalring canoes, and a Few 1slende areiW.

YRR




T T

0
’

‘Jmetenlals as'kcleym.trattan,‘ bamboo, and sago which tney acqulnefFrom
fhe Dobuans'&hlle on the"kulah»expedltions‘(Young'1979:17a): Monua‘ls
dependent on kltava Eor yams: Vakuta, - Dobo, ano.Domasila.trade wién S .
‘each oeher‘Fon saoon ano yams; The Amphletﬁ ‘iglénéng earn‘fheip‘
llvlng by pottery manufacturing, but sxnce“their island. lao;s clax

‘-suitable for pottery they must 1mport ‘the clay fron phe IFeréusson{

—

Island, people ‘(Rogefs 1§7m:ee).'0h many.oF the smaller  islands the
population‘densitywis high in® relapion to the amount of cultivatable, -

land \whgph can lead to a Food‘shortage“when the island is stFUck. by
: Y R " o ) ‘ i )

one of the periodic ‘droughts of several months duration. -oEﬁring

- ' f" .

droughts the people on the islands that lack suFFlcls t Food resources

,‘must trade Fodkfood With the people on the other ‘islands .that have

.plenty.

'The‘resouroe "efqisfhibqfion explanation for the kula has many

weaknesses. . There are regular occurrenCesvoF non4kula trade between

", communities within the kyla network, - as well as between the kula
oommunities ~and thelr neighooring non—kula peoples. ' Thus  the
necesslty For .traoe should be suFFiclent 1mpetus in and of 1tselF to.

\,.

allow the ;trede to ‘tskev place w1thout the overhead oF a nasslve

.exohange system in "useless" msterlals. iTheﬁe?are‘also‘ofher'.lslands
in‘ the Hassim that also lack croclal‘ nafural ‘resources (e g.,~~ %
Fergoeson and Nonmenby Islands),,and‘yet the pEopleéghoose nop to take
par-t in the kula._.v_- SNRE I, ‘% —

<

Ano{:her- dif-‘f‘iculty for‘ the resource r‘e-diﬂ?ibu‘tion explanation

is tha involvement in the kula oF peéple who ‘do not need to trade and

v

ey

i: pyet teke pert.'bjhe;QQSb re-distribution explanation dOBS‘ not1

SR, Ok




R

}-acéquntkfoh the presence ' ipn the kula system of some lslands rich 'in

indigenous ' resources’ with  little need to engage in ihter-{slhnd

‘trade.

The resource distribution also cannot explain the participants’
central concern with the ""useless' érmshellsland necklaces; as well as

being unable ﬁp ekplaih:fmany‘of the other structursl constraints in

‘the kula, such as why the valuables must. be traded in only specific

- directioms.

N

handle the dynamic nature of the kuia. Tﬁete is no room left for

individuals to be involved in the kula to bursue‘ndn-econbmic goals
. . ‘ ‘ . .

.and aspirations. The function of the kula is to allow the péople to
. , . . Lo - ) '

triék ”thgmselveé into doing whatvig best Foh thehselves.‘ ’Tﬁey are
using tﬁe gula as a cﬁvér under which tﬁey“can trade FoF'éﬁe natural
,Pesources that‘théif ;wnvi§1ands:1ack., This qxb1aﬁétionNmay peiusele
Fbrzgohevo% tﬁé overseas exchanges, bﬂt‘it‘érobébly dée;yﬁotfﬁﬁrk féb

many oF'the‘inlénd kula exchanges.

. Social Solidarity
‘ ‘ 5 ‘ . ' N R /~

tome . . . i . . . .

" - . 5 .. I . ST
The social solidarity. explanation is similar® to, but - much
"broéderf-than 'the;f Eegourée ”re;diétribbtionJrvékpiéﬁatibn:'; :Both' ”
explanations Focus on the lack oF a centralized authority structure iﬁ-g<‘

the Massim and state that this‘ lack is a serious diFFlculty For theu

people OF the Peglgy‘. The kula alfows the people of . the Massim' araa'-ﬁ’

to interact with éach othen.in ways that wquld be 1mpossible without

The resource re-distribution ~explanation is ,statié and cannot

a3



it.
words: ' "
-~ . Durkhelmlan.»lt suggeats that ' the exchange of kula
valusblea is an externalized, concrete expression of. an
~'abstract16h, 'the 'valued ‘network of  person-to-perscn
relstlonshipa which constitute the. social .order. The

prestations exhibit
the oppoaitions Ego

.an ongoing dialecticé‘on the one hand
‘and . Alter, We and They, Value-givers

The sqclal'solidarlty explanation ls, in Jerry Leach's (1983:7,8)

and Value—recelvers,;Living'and Dead; on the other the .
temporary 'mediation of these oppositions through the Pad
© assertion of mutual relationship. ‘ , Co : . ‘
' | o :' : o 1.
This lins'oé argument states that the exchariges' of 'useless' but ’
"symbdlic objects..help to hold soéiety togethen. The kula makes the

social world saFer and allows the people oF the Massxm to accomplish a

f v .
. .

wideﬂ' range of human ends than would -othabwiaa‘ be possible} o

. o . 1 ' o N
Mallnowskl (1922), Mayss (1929), Fortune ' (1932), Evans-Pritchard

/\ Ca K ‘v" B .v N . i \ o \ . ‘.

(1851), Firth (‘195‘;7)»\ Polyani (1957),- Uberoi (1962), Blau (1964), Ekeh

\ " n
- (1974) and Weiner (1976) 'use this theme ’Fer‘ interpreting kula

exchanges. o . e L .

g The social solldariff“%%&}ebpretat1on. explains the‘high“social

Ty

: “‘\\» . S Co
‘value ,glven Axo theg»éheliﬁ éy \the part1c1pants. ‘The . Trobriand
LfaIslandera Feel thet the valuables\have great 1ntr1nslc-‘worth as .well .. ‘
- . . ‘ N S o ER Lo
"their system-communal value. Thls interpretatlon also‘explains'why w.f -
. K o . \ . .

'the valuables remaln in the system %p bexreused in kula' exchanges
‘ - : - ‘ \,‘ : 1

kula”"

==_ruhinb 1n turn explalns the constant—cinculation attrlbute oF the

. . M ' ' 4 . \ " o Lo . A
“‘end the strong tendency to consenve the ob;ects belng exchanged. The T
R ‘ : T.“‘ : s , ‘ ' N e
f}faymbollc leed oF each oF the named kula valuables is so heavy that,

%

?trylng to meke substitutes For these named and honored valuables would
'fhepunecee teble. The internal social exchacge uses oF kula valuables o

e (e g., at merriege end mortuary ceremonies) aka also\\prlalned when a.




‘ valuable's  jintrinsic worth“ls combined with iﬁS'cdmmunity ‘level -

significance,

’\3‘ ,

‘ One weakness of this interpretatidn’ is thsat it can rqh couriter

B

to seeing the kula as .a mode of prestige acquisition (the ' next

l exp1an;ﬁion) wbeﬁe thé v;;Gableé‘and tte inteﬁaétioné éré_méniﬁuiapeé .
Foﬁ'personal »gain: “A‘secbnd weakneés is\thé assuﬁptiodlthat‘alfithe,‘
kula ;partiéipants plaée‘ ;s hiéh' ajvaIUE‘én;the k;lai aFchiés '49"'u
evéryone agsumes Jthéy‘ éo. A;so;‘there ;ﬁs‘mény ;ula‘Valuabigéiqﬁat;

are npt ‘among 'the most véluable and'these‘ﬁould not. have the same

1]
' h

social value as the top—Panked vaxgu a such as Nanoula onr Bqlwida.u
- ‘ . N Ca e Co ‘
Expanslonary transactlons, chicapery, compet;t;veness, and aorcery are

' , . -ty ’ ) ! .v

not uncommon, but ‘would all’ seem’ to be "deviaht" activity in the
social solidérity,Framework. All of these aspects of kula exchanges
gre salient to ‘the participants .dnd . their occurrence . is notsthat

;uncoﬁmon.  Furthermor;, tﬁi% i;téfpéefétibﬁ ’prévides  no, eip}aﬁation
*‘éor thevranking:qf'tﬁé §Hélls. Thgrgﬁiél'ho qheed FoE .one'ﬁéhe11 or
;neck;ace‘tgvbe péécei&éd'asquch more iﬁable‘ﬁhéﬁkégdthebﬂ  :,,
"Thg‘sociglJlgdliéar§tyléxblénétighiélgé céﬁﬁét]é*blgiayyhy £peré;f‘f
. are héiéhﬁoﬁiﬁg hDQJRUiéﬁéééﬁléé‘in Epe: kulé‘.éégioaf-;thé lhéﬁ%ku;afi\
~'pédbleféhbuldﬁga§a;£he.séhé need o%‘sogialygéiiaafify,aéftgdge'wh; ahe[.

. part oF the kula and in many instances they iﬁtebact”‘with the ‘kula"‘

g

‘people, yet have chosen not to became part oF the kula.. IF'ohe.othﬁd

‘idriving forces behlnd the dgvelopment oF a: system such as the kula was‘:n,

to maintain 509131 solldarlty, then it should involve the Fergusaon L

'*hflsland people because oF their high level oF. interaction with fthé‘

."s " <

\NDobuans. Thxs interpretation dces not explain nhy almost all women as

Ve
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wcl) as many men who live in’'the kula area do not participate as ¢

o
1

transactors in the‘system. The social d4dlidarity explanation is a

-static Functional explanation that does not do‘sttice ta 'the dynamic

nature of the kula. N

DAY N
M ;.' : . . -

Préstige Campetition . ‘ = ; .

[
o
'
B

The preétige competition interpretation states that the kula is

an outlet for! the coempetitive nature’ of the people in the Massim

\a N
area. Jerry Ebach (1983:6-7) says that the people of the Massim 5
: . . &

require the kula to aect as a release for their competitive natures.

The 'kula gives the ‘people a safe forum to coﬁpéte against one another

without running the risk‘oF open violence. Mauss 1925, Uberoi 1362,

*

Belshaw 196S, Ekeh 1974, Wdiner 1976 bhave also used the prestige

N

competition explanation. )

'

The kula exchange system is very competitive and does seem to be

>y -
v N

about pbestige or "name" everywhere, although in varylng degrees and

(‘ v\

‘ '
possibly wltﬁ diFFerlng cultursal ‘_pdrposes} from community to
community. This - interpretation Ffits well with the participants'
investment of time, energy and resources, the “striving after the

highést-ranked shells, and' the continued maintenance of the kula
., . .o . o ' : .
system. . Bince the combetitlve ~forum will alwdys be meeded, then it

must be malntaihea. The prestige competltion interpretatlon fits well

~wlth thg tandency in kula communlties For the village leaders 'to\EES(//Tf

tha mador particlpants handling more shells w1th more partners. "Thé

vlllage»leaders' would .be the ohes with the'most reason to want to

L,



)

A |

\ )
maintain their positions at the top of the prestige pile by being the

best in this competitive arena.

The prestige compétition interprétation explains why'some kula
transdbtors expand their placa in :he system, their number o# N
‘ pértneréhips, and the flow oé valuables through ‘their hands. The
prestige interpretation also helps to explain tﬁe almost exciusively —_—
male participation in the kula system. It places the kula 1; the
familiar arena of male competitivé systems for the acquisigion of

wealth;\power and presfigé.

The prestige interpretatjon suggests an explanation Ffor the
complex inter-ranking of shells and for the problem of why men tend to

enter the kula with low—ranking valuables and move up the rank

hiérarchy over time. There needs to be some way to keeﬁ score and the

. \

acquisition or loss of the variously ranked valuables does this vﬁry
. ‘ !

well. Finally, the competition interpretation fits with the coméon
' : !

Melanesian egalitarian. social premise that each man is as powerful \as

\
3

every other. This explanation is the only one of the thréq\\

~

.

traditional explanations that captures some of the dynamic _nature of

the kula.

Y

The prestige competition intérpt?tation also has limitations.
It does n;t explain somel of the structural rules of the kula such as:
the opposite;Flow rule qu' the direéfion oé travel of the kula
_valuables; fh; delayéd exchange with continyous-debt»partnerships; or
the ideal of reciprocal équivalence in kula 'Fransacfions. All of

" these key elements of .the kula would seem to hinder the pursg}t of

maximum prestige by slowing down the velocity of the status-acquiring



transactions.

' - ~ )
A second ma jor problem with the prqspige competition axplanation
N

is that many men in kula areas choose not to participate and many of

4

the men who are -active practice a non-expansionary, steady-state mode

of exchenge over long periods, even their entire kula careers.
' . “ ’

This ‘ipterpretatiqn also presupposes that kulé prestige stands
at the apex of all modes of prestige abquisition in the entire kula
region. Jerry Leach (1983) éays this is an assuﬁption rather than an
éstapliéhed fact. For example,‘£ge;e isia gardening comhetition over
who. can grow the biggest and bés§ yams and thisbcémpetition is highly

competitive. It has not been empirically demonstrated that the kula

is & better forum Ffor status acquisition than the . gardening '

competition. - The fact that tfere are other places such as gardening

where the people can play the face-to-face competitive ~games that the
. ) : ' ® . .

kula is supposed to prevent is also problematic for this explanation.

.Death by sorcery can be involved in kula and gardening when one person

is more successful than a rival so neither institution prevents

violence, but simply changes how the game 'is played.

Moreover, this iﬁéLrpretation has diFFiculty explaining why the

formation of alliances among  partners who are geographically distant
is 8 more efficient mechanism Ffor generating competitive prestige than
alliances with people . who are mucﬁ closer at hand. Intuitively, it

sesms that bonds\gloser to hpme'might be expected to produce more

support, more resources, and more valuables faster than alliances with

~— . ’ ——

‘remote partnara; Also, thqpe are some kula exchanges yhere’ prestige

does not play any roile suéh'as~hhén an  older, established kula man

-

1
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‘exchanges .with"a. young ‘man \to help him get started in the ' kﬁ}a.
Ovérall, this explanation étarta tthaptute some of the dynamic negure
of the kula, but.it is too simpliléigxin a;suming thét‘preatlgellg the
main or single motivating _Factqﬁ inA kula exchanées. People get
‘invblyed for a variety of reasops as they strive to échie;e a

multiplicity of personal goals. Prestige acquistion is probably only

one of them.

Multi—dimensionélity . A s

N

In this tﬁesis I propdée that a social ¢cognition abproach can be .

uéilized to gain new insight' and understanding into the kula Sy
looking at the participants as.dynamic individuals. ‘Séme‘anaiysts who
follow the ecological explanation Fﬁr,why ‘the kula exists fqnd. to
treat the participaﬁts ét a s;mplistic, superficial level as»dubéé who
require a ;ultural subterFQge ‘to ‘protect themseives from tﬁemselvqs
thie bursuing"tﬁeirl'éconbmié interests. fhé social solidarity
, : . .

thg&rists tend to freat the kula Partiéipants_és abclal_oréanisms who
are bséeking a means of dr;wingf closer ﬁog?thér. Thek preétige
cémpetition‘fheofisté tend to.depicf the gkula‘ ﬁenuués' sinéie-minde&
’prestige maximizers. None‘oF these three éxplanab&qnsv;apﬁdres thq

"multi-dimeqs}onalﬁty of the.kﬁ;a as Malinowski. ?rbsénted it in the

concluding chapter of Argonauts.
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‘According to Malinoweki (1922:513) the kula is, "a new type of

*
phenomenon, lying on the borderland between the commercial —and the

v

ceremonial and expreeeing‘ a complex”\and inﬂ‘resting‘attitude, of

mind." In the Final chapter of Argonauts Malinowski (1922 Sﬂg) says,

"We' shall now put aside the magnifying glass of detailed examination‘

and look From aidistance‘at thevsubjeot:of our,enquir&,'teke in the
whole institution with one glance, let it assume a definite’ shape
before us." It was not ' just the’ecologtcal;‘ eooialg‘or peychological
) dinensions‘of kula analysis that interested. him, »although he speht
mo#t of the book detailing these dimensions. The‘ picture that

Malinowski presents in his final chapter is one of a multi-dimensional

o : = ‘ o , ' Y
institution where  complex people are involved En many, . types of

" interactions with. each ‘other. = Malinowski's people = are not

one-dimensional 'économic“. rationaliaers, but are r'oonplex a%o

: LI
multi-Fecetted as he demonetrated throughout his eight book Trobriand

» v

corpue._ In the concluding'hhapter of Argonauts he argues against the

\

Flattening out of people [Malinowski 1922: 516]
'At one or two places in the previous chapters, a somewhat
" detailed digreeeion was made in order to criticise' the
. view about the economic nature of primitive man, .e. the
’ conception of a rational being who wants nothing but to
satisfy hie eimpleet ‘needs and does it aooording to  the
economic’ principle ° oF least effort. This .economic “man.
elweye knowe exactly ‘where his material: interests lie and.
.makes . For them in a. straight line. ... :Now I hope.that
'-whetever the meaning ‘of the Kula.might .be for Ethnology,
for the general science of culture, the meaning of the
Kula will tonsist in " being- instrumental to dispell such
'crude,-rationelietic conceptions of primitive ‘mankind,. and
“to induoe both the epeculetor and the observer to deepenﬂ
the analyeie oF eoo?omic facts. :

'Not ell the enelyste who heve Followed Melinoweki end studied

.

the kule heve Followed hie inJunction egainet meking one-dimeneional
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assumptions about the nature of the kula people.

The MUlti—dimensionality of the  kula is seen in ‘the‘
intérdependence of each individual's action and the social structure -
in wﬁich the interaction.takes place. Soclal structure enters into

all interactions because it gives fhé history and rules  that

individuals use ﬁg'govern their interaction. 'Af thg\ same time as

[

people are. using the rules oFfinteréction;.these rules can be either

regenerated or changed by the 'people involved in the interaction.
Structyre enables the people to reblicaté“ old interaction patterns

while not preventing them from innovating new ones; ' yet it constralins

N

thé interactioﬁ to  'help | maintaim inteiligibility ‘For the
particip;nts. ‘The séﬁqeture is not ;;mplj a'bércieﬁvto %ction, but
Lapherlit ié eésential'é&ithe phoductiopﬁénd Pég}oductioﬁ.ofiaction by
the kula men in'their exchanées.

The séqial‘struéture ‘does not.‘'work behind the backs of the
aéfoﬁs who produce and reproduce. it, but is reconstituted and/or cam

be modified £n  each kula exchange. This duality of structure (both

heprodu¢ed apd‘fgéneﬁatea‘ hewj'is ong:patt'ofﬁthq[rules énd;EesoUrcés

, thaf aFe qhéﬁn En:.by“ tﬁé éulai.mén 16  the.lprodd§tioh ‘bf‘lthéir:
L yihtéragtisns, _fhe gqla~egcgaﬁgé system is ah‘abéfrgctionf.QAd'éé gybh
doés_nqﬁ ﬁave purﬁpsés,,reasonsﬂor needs -- oniy>the kula paﬁficibanﬁé'
SN - " , . o L P
-ha§e~§he§e;k Thus} fhé kqla,*a- "key »cqltutaltripS£itutidn,".l .is *32 
forum | 1§céta;le; ih'éiﬁe énd‘s;$c§,;heE§,pe§plét9xcHange vaxgu a byr”
AB. The coneepf of a "key culturalninstitution" has - been developed over:
the past few years, by -, D. Young, University of Alberta, as a way of

relating historical, structural and: psychological variablqs within tha«;
context»of a spaciF;c situation., S . , e

Lor



‘meeting some needs that they feel are unsatisfied in other cultural

\

pleying;e‘vehy‘pebsonaily'inyolving game.

'
v

Foi ' the ;beople in the kula their, exchanges - are conorete‘lu‘

v

' i
.. . -

interactions. The men in the kula are assumed to be competent membehs

inonVed in their other cultural 1nstitutions. ‘They have tHe ability

to actively seek to manuFacture situatlons that wiIl.allow them to be

highly engaged and involved. The'competence assumption does not imply

that the kula men have a compiete undEPstanding otﬂall aspects of the

\institution and ‘their 1nteractions. .There'is;room ieFt‘FoP uninitended

‘fconSequences of their actions. The‘competenoe'assumbtion simply means

'

" will satisFy‘some'neeofoh[desire<hevhas; For example,'one'thansaction,

.

~situations where they can try to achieve their own self—interests‘by.

'_oF “their cultures who know how to kula just as they know how " to be -

_that the kula partiolpants know the rules and are moved by a variety .

'oF'motiyatinngactors to aot~in-aAmannen“that ‘each  individual Feeis'

.nay'be‘ best ‘eiplained as ' a man tryingvto win great prestige.Whiie:

'another transaction may be - best 1nterpreted as a man helplng his son‘

- indivldoaiityl ;ﬂ"'> Lh 7y;{hhf‘;1"

to get started in the kula. Both transactions are kula exchanges, yet“

"'the motlve Force underlying them is diFFerent.

"

| .

In place oF Malinowski'a (1922 511) conFident assertion that the‘:7»'

t“‘.

’a

b‘

oo

~s'kula ie "an exchange oF an entlrely novel type" Edmond Leach (1983]7

*pMasalm area (es well as. many enthropologists] lump together under thefjf

52
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ﬂﬁaeys that while the verious :systems whlch the inhabitants oF the'f.:],“i




Qllabe; ﬂkula" bear a.‘Fahlly reaamhlance to . each other, thehe ‘ie“fﬁ‘ N

prbbably no single Feature which is cbmman‘to‘them all.i I agree with
Edmond Leabh‘s‘(1983:536;537)‘5ummary: '

There is no such thing ‘as "The Kula." It is rather that in
the geographical zone which has come’ to be regarded as the BN ' ‘ )
kula ‘area there is a. certain general similarity about - the -
i . ways in wﬁlcﬁ non~utilitarian 'valuables, consisting of
: such things as armshells, shell necklaces, boars' tusks,
stone adze-blades,' and the like are 'tiaded around'. ...
The Kula 'game' is played in different ways 'in  different
parts of thdg map even though the !'"pieces" with which it is.
played are, for the most part, the same.
For Edmond Leach = (1983:53@) the - ‘ethnographic contributions .in
_theirkula litéFEtGPé -aémountrate that the. kula;v as 'obsehved by
Malinowski-. and othEFa,“ ia—-actually "part of a bhuga apeettum of
possible ways of doing more or less the' same kind of thing'" and not . a.

i . ' o ’ e, . S : s . o
" single, ‘,uniFied, -and ‘pan;islana'.inatitutlon; ; The ' extant  kula.
‘liteﬁatuhe' doésf'hbt‘ shdw‘ that - 'there . is anything- necessarily
o ‘Fundamentally the same about ‘all the ‘ihstltutieha that\:havelwbeen
. v /,} ! . . . .

‘ lumped together and called the "kula ring "
Eamond Leaéh‘warnS‘us not.to»aasume,‘ as'Mallhowski-aid ahdfmah&{

other anthropalogista do, that a aynthetic totallty, THE - KULA can’ be"

pieced together From components. derived From 'reports From diFFereht‘y

lwlslande.f For Edmond Leach the assumptxon that the kula can be treated

jias a thlng-ln-itself deri»es From the reiFication 'oF Malinowski'

',

model bF a~"kula rlng;" Many analysts not only assume that the "ring"l,Q?rl?'h"

':Peally exlsts, but that this existence 15 aomehow crucially relevant.»ﬁ:'

:For our understandlng oF the kula._ This assumption ’UF the 1mportance" §

l“zoF the "rlng" aspect of kula analyaia seema to me to be a Fallacyill'“”"

"1 agree with kEA‘dmohd‘;Leat:h': that the bellefintheexistencG of a -




1

"kula ring" by the . participants is primarily the expression oF a modelj“

| I \

u“oF asymmetrical exchange, whether the l"rlng" .really,exists or not is

for the most part‘irreleyant..»No‘cne‘dcubts that certain‘high—ranking“

.

kula\‘Jaluaﬁles do indeed move around a’ciPCular‘path: as Malinowski

(1922) . describes and Damon (féaﬂ) demonstrates, ' but it is jtﬁé

N

iihg‘ structures’. in the ‘parﬁicipatjng‘ cultures that are of

1mportance..and‘.these individual island cultural structures_ do  not

"neceSSarily'bear any relation to each other,

'

Ly

\‘people kula, there‘can‘ﬁe differences between the kula 'participantS"

‘

' From d;FFerent‘cuitures<[Trcbriand‘ Islanders are 'not the same as’

v
. N

Dobuans)..in the meanings they percelve and ‘aftribUfe to the
o i ) . \ k ot
‘\exchanges.‘ Hlstorically there is some reason as to why some Trobrland

M 4

'

Ielandersﬂare 1n_the;;ku1a, andvlothers‘ are not . or why the pecple é{‘

.Fergusson and“Goadenough Islands are“.not of the' exchange systemL

s
v

Edmond Leach (1983 531) says anthropologlsts should be 1nterested in

;identifyzng ‘"which partxcular d1FFerences ggiween Trobrland nd

~uGcodenough.CU1ture [which are in many ways\very 51m11ar) tie In with

"”:the Fact that Trobriend men engage in kula' and Goodenough men do

*.not "‘

T ) ¢ s K L ‘ LI PPN o " R [ o N
DT SR O s s ' o "’!F
, ; . R L i o y ‘ ‘ "
. . e . A . . oo b - L o N i3 . . ! . ' *
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R R : : :
, .

‘;'ﬂ

Tc expleln the surFace similarlty Edmond Leach uses the game oF"‘N

v Sy

"l-cheas.r Leach”(1983 53ﬂ) asks the question, "Why is chess pleyed likeﬂ

fxﬁﬁthat?".. He .answere his iquestion by saying, "Not because it 'was ;i.f

-ﬂtfspaclally((efficient :For any particular purpose but;”beceUse,'peopIe”re

-~

uBecause‘ftnere‘ are‘culturalhdifferences on the islands' where

54

';Found it wae Fun to play." IF an analyst wents tc understand why the\g?“_:fcff




“eFFiéient kulaiéxéhénge network.

" people é£7the';evelkoflcu1ture,

 16n§7as;hojiHéide::or‘odtsidé"forces ére-able‘tbpcéuSe‘a'éﬁénéé‘in'thé

‘its elast;c limit), tha culture remalns viable.;szfQ1 A ff'T{'

change, the -othen

-

" only be Fohnd in histofy; To Edmond Leachcft makes no sense to -ask -

why‘the various Massim' people play the gaméld? kula as they do ‘while

continuing td,invengmnewfvaﬁiations. The rules are in their péeéqﬁt

et
oy

ﬁorm éimply‘bécause\people haveP Found it fun and/or conveniéﬁt to ﬁavef"

v
v '

. them this‘way‘énd  not because this“set of rules makes for the host

' N ' »
Py L ' b ‘ "

)i

'The configuration of rules that exists at any ‘given fime, is the
. . ) . B o
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— Xifl"

" result of aytrabping“cohéitibn,generated:‘by the forcés -inside and

" outside the kula. A chance set of circumstances haépens,.and this set

of cirfcumstances equilibriates at 'Some point whéne“the infgﬁqal ‘and
! ) e T
external forces are dynamically balanced. This balance of forces has

'bounQaﬁies and borders which are the qdhservative‘ eléments liﬁ fhe

system. The dynéhic“prbcessés are’maihtaiﬁéd in the ‘trapped state hy '

[

feedback lboﬁs. B The 'same trapplng prlncxple that works to 'keep’ the

kula éctiveﬁiahd* functioning can»be.seen‘ln the;interactzbns between

¥ R
\
b . , T

,CUlﬁQrésfaré.ahVekamplé of a  trapping fphenbheﬁgh,"ilé};lfthey

v

VfFor#eé aﬁe‘dyhamicaily‘bé;ahceq and the“boﬁndérieSi”aré  31éstic;‘ ‘As

'f:boundary condltlons oF the cultural unxt (stretch the boundary beyond {

i

: l

Ly - St e e
k. A N .

' Changes that rééult{fhomaa,fshiftf“ih*fdrcés”ééh haVE”uhihténdédj _if;j,

U3 cdhseqhéhceéf(go6d~ob bad) Hhen an insider oF the group 1nnovatas a:?

= . -~ . RS ’—- S

i

people can acpapt or reJect the change“

it

";‘represént' a spéci?iq cbhfiguﬁatibﬁ,oF_seiF;shsfaihihgf fpfbéé;’:;Thé‘ﬂﬂw )

'They makel':*'f 




o

“1ﬁe coneeddences. fhey‘ can . decide  to ‘reAect ‘the ;nnbvation and

maintain the uetetusu quo, ' or fthey l'cen’ try “to assimilate the

,innovation. .IF the 1nnoVstion‘is too major a strain‘Fdr the ekisting,

“matrix, then the conFiguration oF Forces 1nslde and outside the group

[
\

- will ehiFt into a new, balance. ‘ hs_ well if .a group of people thet

.\

represents one’ conflguration of Forces 1s impacted by a stronger group“

" with another conFiguration oF Forces, then the Flrst group is in.

danger'oﬁ having their existing ‘eultura} matrix destrayed and may

collapsk as'as semi-autonomous unit. o

Altnough:he did not call it such, Kroeber‘\[194B&$1] dessriped

‘culture as a trapped state when 'hé discussed how' cultural propensities
' become establisheéd and then effectively exclude élternstives,"eVen

'when sofe of . the' sltennatives appear to 6e<§isble from a, practical |

. . | .
I . . ) T .

"stendpbfnt. In 6ptﬁer' words} the meéhsnism oFffFapping'is such thst

- B

'fthe inner tension oF the trapped system reslsts out31de Forces such;

kS
[

' that, the inner Forces censerve and deFend the vestablished:Acultural

1

"vpetterns and practices.e‘f'n‘

CSummafy oo

In the: First halF oF this 'chapter the three tradltlonal‘;'

A

‘.

"pfre-dlstrlbution explenation‘ states .that the kula acts '7as‘«,s"'

'ef?self-renewing, treety-like contrect which prutects the people so theys 3]

¢

L e explenetions Fdn‘3ft '~kula’ ﬁ‘were presented. | The ‘ﬂﬁesuurCeff‘"
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but broader in that it allows the individuals'ia‘the‘yassim Frgedom‘to

-
v

interact in hanyowéys;that‘woqld not be possible without the; kulaf

9 L

because thefe is no central governmental structpré'inl'the\Maésim.‘The‘

-

presfige compéﬁifion explanation says that the peoplg' of ‘the;‘Massim,

use the kuls as a forum for . ventiné ‘their aggressive, competitive
tendencies in a situation ., that can dfFFUSE'Face—td-Fé;é competitidn

and violence. I have arguéd that each of these éxplanatidﬁs does have

strengths and weaknesseé, bﬁt'overallﬂthey 1ea§e a considerable amount '

~

. . . ! -
of 'kula behavior and interaction, unexplained.

* In the second section of pﬁe Chépteﬁ I argued thaf the kula is a

multi-dimensionalh iqstitdtipb.‘ - The three traditioﬁal~‘explanations
tend to reduce the kula to a uni-dimensional ihsfitution and fhis

. . . . o

' .

over—simplifieé'what{is‘1nvo;yed in the‘kula. - I also érguedrthat the

\
'

kula is not necessarily the“séme throughout the Massim.

" . ' ) . W T X . .,
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Chapter Four .

o #0 ' . BACKGROUND THEORY
Anthropology

freud is generally considered to be a ﬁpundingvfathen in 'thd

moti?ation‘ area. . His psychoanalytic theory. of personality gave

. w . B
) . [ . '

' redgearchers  a° specifi¢ structure to.. work with. One of the main

aFroas-cultunal elements in_his‘theory wéé the primacy and universality

of the Oedipus. complex.  In a book' called Totem and Taboo, ﬁreud '

- (1919) deveioped a thedny that aceounted for the onigins'of the‘inqest
. Lo ‘e S . ‘/— ,
taboo. His scenario involved a primitive group of ople at some time

S

‘ long, long ago. Thé'sons'had banded together and ,illed ;ﬁéin father

' T C ! .
who had been keeping all the women for himself. Lateér the sons felt

great remorse for their crime and rénounCedj'their claimfonvthe fruits

e

oF the murder, giving rlse to the 1ncest ‘taboo. Some'antnnobologists

'like Malinowsk1 [1927) questxoned buth thex histpric Fécts‘ and - the

yniversalitywof“a commqnaltpomplex like the one‘Fneud had délﬁneatqd.'

oo e ‘ . T . . : . . . .
' . B . s .. . . -
Ty . - - . o . . N . . .. S

vMalinohéki“é Findlngs From‘ fhe Tbobﬁiénd' fslands"ééémed"tdﬁ‘

R

uchallenge Freud's Oedipal complex.a Hostillty was dlrected agaznst theg

‘“1”maternal uncle instead oF “the' Father, and the dominant 1ncest taboo'

i

‘fwas not toward the mother but to the 51ster. ‘MalinQWSki'said that

this rearrangement could not result in the Freudxan Bedipus ,éomplgx,‘

but in ‘a diFFerent kind oF nuclear arrangement._lone oﬁ ?réud'é‘_

L '

dlsciples, Roheim [1932], challenged Mallnowski' d.1nterpretatlon ng 

the Trobriand data.‘ Rohaim Felt that Malinowski was not a"trained‘“

psychoanalyat and that Malinowski's data dzd, in Fact, v?it_ thén




‘authority figure [thé role ’thé “maternal uncle plays in Trobrianﬁl

- collected on people's dreams, slips of the tongue, casual remarks --

Freudian model which reduires"tw# things: rebelllion against an

i . o o
w , .

. . ‘ . ‘!
sociepy),‘and an .incestuous lohging‘FOF a‘»spcially unattainabléf‘sex

" Al "
/ . ) . |
1 . Cr V . . "

society). .The Rohéim{Malidowski debate raised the issue of cultural

Pelativism (all cultures‘are BiFfsrent ang need to ' be analyzéd‘within .

their _own frames of reference) vsbsus the psychic unity of ‘menkind
(peogle. are Fyndamentally'tﬁe»same’the woﬁld,ovef).
‘ : , S ‘

_Webf;st’Fepﬁesenfea‘By the strongest taboo: (the ‘sister in: fro?ﬁiand‘

In Freud's: model, ‘culturs s =& deviée‘ to gmadipqlate the

environment in order to satisfy instinctual drives.’ Culture 'is' the

-— o

‘ptoject%on of the individual's blocked instinctual drives. It is a

secondarybsystem that allows,thé id impulses to be expressed through

. [ .

the ego in a manner that is approved 6F“ Z;Hé . superego. . Data is

’ g

‘all the standard techniques Qtilized by Freud in his studies  in

Europe. Data is also colléctéd on gehebal‘cultdral'aspects' such’ 'as

abt,, myths,‘ languaée;‘ early child-rearing . techniques,’ fétc.
1 . . . “. ' + ' o o

<

Chlldr-earxng practlces and  the symbolic systems are observed -in, =

oo - " o Y

varidus cultural milieus and are "analyzed ' to see how they help the -

.
5

‘insfinctuai dhivssb‘ A gradual stht can be seen 1n the early 193@' 5

‘inuthefsntbhopoldgicsl.literature as reseshchgrs beganato sSe cpltqte

' N

{individuals in ,thé"vahiOUS .cﬁltUPal vsettihgsﬁ to, 'satisfy‘ttﬁéirV'

as afmoﬁé‘powerful-Force on.:thé‘indiVidUBl.‘LIn'revieWing‘fHe‘area'oFff

a : . N ‘,\

‘,are both successes and Fallul‘es. L ' RTINS S

-

’

The fpsychdshslyfié 'psrspsct1Ve"66htjbusd' ‘fdufbé?iﬁhe"MQJdr{ 

I”:cross-cultural psychoanalytlc studles, Kline (1977]<€otes that thereh




.

theoretical stance for theorists interested in motivational‘@uaétions
after the 193@'s, " but with a twist. Kardiner (1939, 1945) added the

concept aof basic personality to anthropological theory while working

s

Y LY

Nith bnthropoiogista like Cora DuBolis. He felt that the individual's

- PR . .
A i

early.childhoéd experiences were of crucial importance In déterminlng

adult personality. ‘It was assumed that everyone in a given culture
. < ' ' . .
o '

was ‘exposed to similar types of c¢hild-rearing experiences. Therefore,

the same basic personality type should be found in all adults in any

given ‘culture. Kardiner's basic personality . was this shared
configuration of personality traits-: resulting from shared early
childhood experiences and attitudes. Singer (1961:29) considered

Kardiner's concept of the basié personality structure as, "an

important milestone because it was one of the first systematic and

‘explicit 'attempts to apply a modified psychoanalytié‘fapproach to

¢ . . ‘
different cultures." The researchers during this period were also

interested in studying all the institutions in each culture. - These

institutions were assumed to have two purposes: (1) anxiety \réduction

_ . )
(in the psychoanalytic sense) to help the individual satisfy his

“

instinctual drives in an acceptable manner; (2) the socialization aof

.

. _ P .
the individual to moid him or her into the desired form.

'
'

o . _ o .
Kardiner's theory was appl;ed by anthropologists like Margaret

»

Mead," Ruth Benedict and other culturai conffgurationis;s in their .
. ' : 9

1)

"National Character Studies" of both small and very iarge societies,

It was aasumed\thét each society could be characterized. in terms of a

.
A 2,
L e e’ - - . N R ©

! . Ty

. 9,‘ Squ/anélea and Levinson (1968) for a review of the National = = .
Charictarnstudiqg.‘ : —




—— o~

typical personality end that these characterizations could be

compared. ‘Benedict said culture was a learned solution to the

problems that confronted a!particulab group, and that eech cultural
&solution was unlque. It was not considered sufficient to merely ... - ——
catalogue the dutaills of cultural diversity. Collecting é trait 1ist

was just'a step toward determining the flavor and' pattern of the

cuiture. This patterning or "cultural configugation" was expected to

be found in technologically simple and advanced societies. Mead and

others devised methods for analyzing literature, films, newspapérs and

government propaganda. Recent immigrants, refugees etc.: could be
interviewed and psychologically tested because it was assumed that éﬁy

member of a socliety was an equally good source of data about his or

her culture.

Al .
et ——

- ) -~

¥
~¥
Around 1958, the study area of culture and personality went into

% .
v

a decline. It waé. realized that some of the fundamental principles
10 ‘ )
underlying this research were not valid. There had been a growing

realization that the . relationship - between culturally mediated

socialization experience and the resulting personality is neitHer as

-;:: powérFul,, nor as simple, as the enthusiasts of the culture) and

personality approach had supposed. They  had enviéaged a single’ .

personality type characteristic of a single culture. The simplistic
nofion’ is questionable even in its application to small-scale,

nontechnological. groups (Wallace, 1970), and is easily reduced to e

-
.

absurdity when extended to the cultures of the . large-scale, - modern,

.......... ' “,- > .‘ 4 : ot -
1@. Bock (1980) gives ‘a good discussion of the five invalid
assumptions that were common in the. field prior to 1950: continulty,

uniformity, causality, projection and objectivity.
. , ‘ - . ?




nstion state like Canada, Italy, Japan, etc. 'Obtrusive reality in the

~

form of intragroup variability within all large-scale national
cultures, lncluding such countries as Canada and the United States of
' America, = did much to dampen the enthusiasm for and to usher in

disenchantment with research oﬁﬂnatiohal character.

As well as overestimating uniformity in their dependent

variables, pérsonality dimensions, and patterns, the early proponents

of the cultureébersbnality approach probably erred in their estimates

of the uniformity of ‘the effects of socializition. The traditional

N

view proceeded from the assumption of one set of culturally prescribéﬂ
socialization practices. This assumption may have been-acceptabls in

the Alorese (Du Bois 1944), but is questionable in its application to

i ‘

Great Russians (Gorer & Rickman 1949).

v N . \

The cultural configurationists also fell prey to a more subtle

difficulty -- to what Wrong (1961) calls the 'oversocialized

conception of mankind." This is the lost distinction bétween what is

intended by . the 'socialization process and what is the Final result.

Thié.gap is particulaﬁly true in fhe ~case of modern ideclogically

governed societies. There is a great deal oF‘"slippége" between the -

cultural bluegrint forr creatipg"a nev/"quiet Man" (Bauér 1952) ‘and

/

the .means of bringing about this gogl. The Arelfonship' between

culture and personality can only be,»approximated, probabilistic and

complex; yet it wés'gxpected to have results that were definite and

e - ¢ .

simple.’ o . ,

The recognition of these difficulties and of the inaccurate
sssumpticns was the impetus for researchers to develop new methods to
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study personality, behavior and culture. These new  methods
encompassed an increased awareness of biology and ecology, as well as

the situational and'linguistic’determinants of behavior.

In the 195@‘5, psychélogists Cla;k Hu;l and John Oollard. aaa
anthropolpgists GeorgerMurdéck .and  John Whiting were instrumental in
developing the cross-cultural correlétiqnal approach. Hull‘jad worked
on a systematic theory of learning anq Dollard wantéd to tie Frgud'a

insights into this general theory of leérning.' Murdock ‘initiated the

Muman Relations Area Files at 'Yale through his interest in ‘worldwide

comparisons of technological and social systems. wﬁitlng felt that -

anthropology needed an adequate theory of how culture " ‘was learned and’

that anthropologists had falled to gather the kinds of data on which a
theory of socialization could be tested. He wanted to apply ‘Murdock's
cross-cultural methods to the study of socialization as a solution to

the crisis in culture and personality studies.

In Whiting's model, pérsonality is treated as an intervening

variable that comes between cultural customs Iliké child-rearing

»

practices and the adult behaviors as described in ethnographieé. - AN,

analog for fhis view would be the learning experiments in psychology
which use a stimulus-response or "black box'" ‘apprbach. Since most of

-

these learning experiments are done -on animals, it |is usually‘

'1impossibie to measuré»ideational or any . otheb ‘cognitive processes

which intervene betwéenv the vorganisﬁ's perqelvihg a stimulus and

making a reéponse’fo :it. The analogy for Whiting's work is that

r

child-rearing'custéms’are regarded as beipé fhé_stimuli,_adult'balipfsi

as the ultimate response, and persopality as the intefvening black box .

»
.
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which cannot be ' directly assessed, only inferred. If cross-cultural
‘data could be used to Ttoét. hypotheses about the relatiopship between
child.tﬁéining and adult peraonolity,“it might be possible to vallidate

the coptinuity assumption and to decide between equally plausifle

theories of causation.

It was in the 1960's and 187@8's. that '"cognition' became one of

'

the main theoretical orientations in anthropology. Researdheré\began

us{Fg models borrowed from linguistics to study how ' people organize,
'cétegorize; and ‘structure their knowledge. Ethnosemantics was one

form of cognitive stbdy that was. developed in anthropology. This

S

épproach holds that the most fruitful study comes . through

understanding native systems  of meaning through language -

v -

ethnosemantics. Spradley, Hymes, Goodenough, Frake, ' and other
i \ ,

1

A

ethnosemanticists " set themselves the ‘gqal..of .understanding how

cultqral knowledge is organized through studying semantic domains

(e.g., kinéhip terms, disease categories, color terminologies) and

attempting to explain the rélatidnships :amohg " ‘terms. The~
. .'/ A} . " N .

sooantic domains within{and across langqages} seeking to undorstand

how people used.cultural knowladge ‘to interpret .behovior  and make

~

deciaioos. '30ne ‘of _the, t?chniques used ﬁos _called  componential’

~analysis, The principles of- contrsst and 1nc1usioo are applied‘to a
L : ’ -

.given domain . to determine a. person s cognitive categories. ‘Opponehts_

“’of thla linguistic approach Felt 1t was’ steFLle and time-consuming,

'whila yiolding only static and normative rasults.

‘ethnoseméntic researchers were.’also_.~comparihg_ the structure qf

64
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Starting in the early 197@'s, anthropologists ' like Spradley

started'modeling'peopla as actors and gama playehs who Follow Flexlble
rules. These researchers merged ' static cognitive anthropology with

dynamic .sociological thaohy such as symbolic 1nteractionlsm and,

2 Vv

athnomathodology. " People were now modeled as rational game playora

who could and would manipulate their cultural systems. People were no

" longer seen as detarmined‘by their cultures (cf., Mead, Benedict]} or

by unconscicus and irrational . forces within themaelvas'(cF., Freud)..

Information processing models became popular as did the research. into

people's subjective meanings. Socially corstructed raallty,‘ and

cultune as a human invention that constantly undergoas change ‘became

common assumptions. !

-

Researchers like Michael Cole and his colleagues have pionoenod

‘several lineg of invastigatlon that are  helpful in funravalling 'ﬁhe

‘

complex relationship between culture and cognition. This  }ire of

research has strong'implications because:cognitionv'and infornatlon‘

proce591ng are very lmportant in anthropology at the presentv time.

-

. Cole = approach can be categorlzed as either,experimental anthropolcgy

or ethnographic psychology. He and others liko him have - Formed a

—_—

.bridge between psychology and anthropology whero both disciplines con‘ﬁ

| beneFlt. o oo e

lSS

Thzs review brings anthropological theory up. to the point oF ;” '

et ) —

having a cognltive Focus. It is ‘now time to switch to paychology and L

trace the development oF motivational and cognltivol theory ln tho; ;

ﬁ: ,1\




discipline. L S

‘nPeichologx < It | - o ' ‘: . | L N
Peychology nas also :been developing 'various models‘ for.
'motivation end‘cegnitionﬁ In the early 195ﬂ's peychologlsts assumed
that people wene consistency seekera nhe were internally motivated to
rationallzeJ - People were thought tc uae‘cognitive means to, justify‘
their actiona.tO' themeelgea; That is; peopl! 'were not!vatedi to
naintain‘conaietency within'theif‘ael;efbaystehs, as.well, as. aetneen
eheir beidefj~syateme and tﬁeir actidna. Festlnger s (1957) cognitive
"dieeonance fheory is an example oF this con51stency model.\‘ According
to Feetinger [1957) people hold a number of cognitxone simultaneeualy
_and these cognitiona Form one of three Pelat1onehipa with eacniother:
'(1] consonant:7one cugnition logically Follows Fnom tﬁé other fé.g.,

. s ‘ o
it ie raining, take an umbrella), (2) 1rrelevant one cognition has no

LI

”bearing on the other (e g., it ia ’raining, .it is':Tuesday);‘ ( )'
_dieeonant' onevcognitlon Follcws From the opposgee oF the other (e. g.,g
1; 1t le raining, co not take an. umbrella) Feetlnger states that peoplei
' "fFeel an unpleasant peychological tenaion when they realize they hold
"édieeonant \cognitione.;A This . teneion ,-haeit drive-like l QUalltles

"mutiveting e pereon to seek to reduce his. or her inner =tenaicn.!

’¢;People can reduce their cognitive diseonance (the inner tension] by.ﬁi

o

“';¥(1]  chenging one oF the diesonant cognitions [e g., 1t 15 ;raining,g
’ffvteke an. umbrella aFter all], [2] adding enother cogniticn [e g.,(lt 1s;f-

:”3frainingy do not take an umbrella,' I like to walk 1n the rain], (3] -

-~ *

naf[alter-the‘3importance oF one oF the diesonant cognitiene (e g., it is'Jf“




vraining; do not .take an umbrella, it is only ] llttle way to thev:l

.

L ear). The consistency seeken model is motlvational -andn cognltlve:

motiyatlonal in that it asSumea borposive behay;or‘ tol'generate the‘
tensiOﬁ;PedUCtioh;.oognitive in that it reoreseots[the‘social world in
! b : A‘.’ : ‘.‘ "" v “ ‘ '
" the for'm of 'cognitive attitudes. .
] Researchers began_ to‘queétion‘the consistency seeker model when
L L | ‘ |

tﬁey ‘questioned the consistency priﬁoiple-itself. Researcheré‘"Found O
that people can maintain high degrees of inconsistency between “theih
attitudes and behaviors. For example,‘Tayloo {1981:191) says, ﬁPeople

combértménta{éze suFticient1y> thet ttheﬁ éimpLy: Féill to oetceive
incomsistenoies where;‘ to . an outside obseo;;;, an"inconsisteocy
‘oLéarly'. exists." ' Otheo ‘ theoriee ~ euch as eelf:perceotiom,
’self;presentation end otmer impréesion management theoriée explein‘thef
‘eeme date:‘ | | |
| ttfheMme*t model;ot motivateo ooghition “;n bsyoholoéy weélafmudh

tigoter formulétioo‘then tme.broadfspectfom ooneistencyltmeotiesé(trhe "
new modelfeseomed that toéople"weoel‘naive  ecieﬁtists"aoo  rat1onei | ;
‘Jproblem-soimeos ioeteaotofloétionaliEihg.Fece-eaveFSsm Soolal oehamioom
“feéolte,Fromjoationai ‘although notxinFallible, thought processea that ' ';iifEéj

. use 1nFormation prooessing strategies. Mlstakes can be made in-,the f":"'

‘. Y

process, but these tend to be caused by motivational and emotlonel

. interference in the rational ‘cognltive syetem. ; Kelley s (1967]

e:at%ribution' theory is ‘a goed example oF a theory oF this_‘type. t“ 5_
.”{Kelley's attributional theory says that people siFt the dataf they N

olaéﬁtract From the ‘environment, to try to: determine the ceueel

ih'frelationships 1n the' phenomena. they witness;, People Lnfeouoeqeetiop,
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i .
to”bdhavior"(both their own and the.beﬁavlor‘oﬁﬁothers] based on’ one
of two cniterie. - stable dispositions within people themsélvss‘(e.g,, o
~—~—”he~is~dumb" or "'she Is‘smartﬁ); 'stabie properties‘in‘tne environment .

(e.g;,.he Failed*the exemination‘beoause it was very difficult —-
5 g . L C AT '
everyone else in the class al@s failed the same examination)}.

. fhe'attribotionsl, theot}es assume that 'people are impsrtial
'»‘scientists‘who'objeotively abstract data from thé}'environment,”fout
Tversky ‘and Kehnemsn‘(1974, 1981)‘ hbave ldemonstrated that this is not .,

f e;ﬁsys the case.‘»In‘théir norﬁ; Tversky and Kahneman ﬁs;e oooomenteq
ekamples \oF~;now people use nentai shontootsnaho neuristics to make .
'judgments;” JTéylor\ (195?:194)1 says, ";inoiyidoals; seem‘ to mske
fjodénentsnmoohvnone‘ouiokly usiﬁg ouon iess tinFobhetion. and showing
imuchtcleeren' biases tﬁan had been thought "V‘Mliler and. Ross - (1975)

T and Rosa [1977], as well as others have done work durxng ‘the pePlod in

“psychology that Taylor‘ (1881:194] _palls,g‘"the errors;sﬁd biases -
;period," £ '
| o ‘l o . K . ! ' , . » .

The third model oFf’hoW epéopl&’ orgenize” and zutiliie their
"knowledgs assumes that people srs cognitlve misers (Tsylor ‘1931J;
‘nPeople ebe not naive scientists ‘who optimize their inFormation3
e'processing situations, but rether are people who seek a "satisFactory"~

‘H(explanetion. Ths explsnation a person prov1des himself Lor hsrselFJQ{ i'

nﬁ‘doea_not heve to be the "right" one, as might be glven by an obJectlvs;f

'5.third-party qbserver to aq»&nteractiond_»Ihe-answer need only satlsFy;?j\

Peopl. .use cognitive short ;cuts that produceﬁt.

rfthe individual.;;ﬂ

"decislons en_: Judgments eFFiciently and Fsirly acourately.,: It is@f;”;}

:-sthought that people use these short cuts [heuristics) when‘Faoed with‘f;:
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‘ too‘much data to handle"or when they{ do, not have enough time to

process the data‘properly. Dawes (1976) reporte that people believed‘

| . v B ,
'

"that they are combinlng a great deal of inFormation in a complex way,i

when they are ‘in Fact making decisions on ' the baeie oF one or twq'ﬁ S

‘

hlghly sallent cues, which they do not weigh in the ways they Peportl"_ )

E they are weighihg»them. -Taylon " and Fiske '(1978) yehdwiﬁthat.in an

impression formation task, people .-seem to latch on to one or two
‘ealient cues. which swamp all the”other‘ooes and form the‘basfa for the

impression.: "

Sunmari Q RS Il . , | “‘".‘ ""' .
‘Antheopo;ogy and paychology‘theoriats‘ have tried 'a variety‘of

o motitational/cognitive‘Imodeie‘ dunlng the twentieth ’oentOny;'. In
l genenal .the models began wlth a strong not;vattonal component;”:bdth

'7this elemeht has tended to be reduced and the cognltive component hae

' been strengthened in its place.‘ For' example;b‘the cognitive mieerﬁ

-, ,. . § . S

model works well and explalns a great ‘deal oF the data on how peoplevl‘

eeem‘ to.yprocess.th'xr‘}cognltive‘ worlds; but it laoks~ a"etnongﬁ-”"'

motivational dineneion;z The 500181 cognition 'model propoeed in theb
‘ N ﬁext,'chépteév adds the ;motivatlonal —element to_ the jinFormatidn o
UL SR ' : Co a
TR RN . ‘ ,
‘ Zproceesing. and dec1sion-mak1ng oognitzve mlser model,v to Pound it;

~ .o o

"'fPUt?:f-;f‘,-{"3fdff'tiffff_ L




Chapter Five

SOCIAL COGNITION‘

[ . " C o } . ) S

Overview of Social Cognition

iThst there wshould be an‘iihterfsce‘ between ~motivation and '

)

‘cognition te‘ person's des%re.‘to operate' on"the world- anq his

understanding of it) is not a pew idea (e g. Lewin et al 1944, Bnunen

1
1

s Tegiuri 1954 Kelly 1955 ZaJonc 198ﬂ, Jung 1981, Lazarus ‘198é,

aShowehs‘S Cantor 1985) ' Showers.and.cantor (1965), in Peviewing‘the

#&cognition literature, say - ‘that | much‘ of social cognition s

MOtivated.' They Peport thet motivational elements such as xmood“and

‘ goals aFFect people s ability to"see‘ the possibility of ,multiple‘
- L ‘
intarpretations oF an event or situation, to take ‘actiVe processing

eontrol, to “make changes in their knowredge ‘repertoires, and to - be

‘respdnsive‘emotionally‘and cognitively to situational contingencies.
. v . S . ‘ ‘ . .,v.“ “‘ l“ . . : "y o
. o ' t . ‘ ‘ . Y ‘ . - . . L . -

ZaJonc (198¢] makes “a case"For the existence eFv separate,

"parallel, and interacting processes oF cognition and aFFéct. “He

states that people have a dynamic mental system' composed oF cognitiveiﬁ
i : ' ‘ . ‘ ‘ ‘\ o
vend aFFective perts that operate on diFFerent types oF ;dataf=

__dlscriminands are proceesed by the cognitive 'system- pePFerenda apé

'.VprocessedJ by“.the.eFFective system. For Zajonc, the output oFr'thisr

i;dynamic mental system is a Function oF the interconnections\ betWeen”"f“

A

-‘f,the sFFective' and cognitive processes..: Reykowski [1982 148] says:f3n:{ N

model’iis really one system with two modes oF operation.f"it;'

e e

\ n information-processing device and as ‘a. source aoFEiﬂgu*

J"a,Fective tetes’{and desires).?; At any mcment the system can‘:heiwgf°w



|
~ oparatihg‘in‘a;ther mode. e

Raykowskﬂ (1982) is correct about cognition and motivation belng
b 11 - :
'two modasqéfgf one’ 'system, - but he . needs to‘phah his argument

. Fuﬁtheh.’,Ha‘needa_@o add the decislon‘prooaas as an integral paﬁt of

tﬁE‘inFOrmaﬁion—processing ‘and affective processea, ‘@ith‘ feedback '

4

fbatweéh all three. - The decision-making, prooesa should not ba  a

a

' separtate sagmeht that merely receives the‘output frrom the, interacting
cognitive‘ and motivational syfyems. An individual's mental process,

social cognition, is a three-part systam‘oF.coghition, motivation and

decision ‘all interacting with each ‘oéher, Peoplé are cognitive

- -

' ﬁanagers of thisvthrea-part mental- system.

! -

'Many studies' have demonstrated: the interactions _batﬁeeh“the

P

‘_threa internal processes that comprise social cognition | (Showers 8

-Canto® 1985). People use specific salf-prasantation and cqmmuhication'

strategies to gain, the particular goals they are motlvatad to raach

.(Higgiﬁs_1géﬁ, Jones & Plttman 1982, Schlenkar 1982). The motivational :

~
\ . '

:Fabtbr of mood'states aFFacts,,declslon' strateg;es such uthat those

'

strategies whxch will perpetuate the ;mood' are'oicked‘(AbEamsoo et 51|1.‘

°

1978 Isan et .a; 1982).1 Dac151on strategiea can and wilt change ln

\
»

11ne _ with' ‘usitUatiohal» 'contingaociaaf ‘and. :;pdiyidual. } goala

'2 JT(SBIF;bohtrol;o‘Miaohal :1983; ‘aohiaVBMént.fstrategia;;“lKuhlk 1984,‘

”saiF-daFaafihg1addadépbéaaive»afoategias, Lewinsohn et al 198&]

o L Rac

. . PR

il

» 11. A car w1th a Four-speed stickshift transmission is an example of. s
‘Hj-systam with ‘more than one characteristic way of operating‘ “The outputf-f
oF‘the car,’ measured as spead and power,. can. vary: greatly dependlng on;
,which of. the four gears; the car is in. The highest -speed, attalnableﬁ RO

in First gear “is much. less than ‘when' the car'<is | in Fourﬁh gear, but%-}j‘*

the power available 1n the First gear ia greater.n'hi3; e

L7

&




acquire their understandiog of the ‘world; Durin the .motivational

. . T . o RN

.. Process zg.sooiel‘cdgnitiong;[- S o j Vl}. .'V‘qx - l;

* e Y ' ' ra
ln,ststing-ja geoehsl theory oF action, Jung (198?) posits the
: " | . : 12
three-part complex mental system thatlhas been deschlbed above. -, It
is thﬁoughltﬁe process of cognition that people ooientvtﬁemselves and

process the internal ‘and external ‘forces acting oh an indivig;al are
considered. . The' decision process is the decision-making system where‘

rlsks.Fectoﬁs are . calcuféted, assigned to the various ‘oehavioral

,ootlons and a decision made .on which option-tO‘ use." Eacﬁ fof._these_ "

~. ¢

- . g , . . . .
three processes has the output oF the other two as/ lnputs which it
. ‘ 1 ) ‘ /_ —— ' .
uses cybernetlcally Fon dynsyié regulac‘on. o any given time a

'peron s behavior results From Epe 1nterlock1ng responses oF these

N

'three S}ocesses; All three‘aspecfs of the - social cognition process

e . . .
. . [y
.

eﬁe highllghted by Campbell (19833:205) when she says;.

Pleying the "game" of kula 1nvolves men in a multitude of
cholce-situations. 'Each man who handles 'a shell in the' -
kula makes. choices about relationships with other men; -
. reletlonshlps . owith shells; economic ‘and politlcal
'relatlonships, edvantage—51tuatlons for a man's indlvldual
gain. Kula-elso ‘involves. .each man in'a gamble,’ " regulting -
‘From the potential choices avallable to other n outside
hls inFluence.‘f. . Lo Y

PR R v . N . .
. ! . . ‘ Vot S

e,

‘

It 1s a truism t atu people are not born with ‘a ”speclflc, 

' Jcompléte, _and-lnstlnctive understandxng oF their environments r(e,g.,if{f

. RS

‘fthe soclel, psychological, ecological, .etc;);ﬂ Thelﬁfonderstending*of

ou- 1 .
. " L ]
t

“!‘ o

7cff2 It 19 beycnd thev eoope ,oF this thesis to ga’ lnto Fohmal“‘

xplanetlone end eleﬂoretions oF each oF the three processes.
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the ,world comes as a resulf_of inteéaction and learning (Piagét‘1952).

QéFiniteness (Form and structure imputéd‘to . the environment“by‘ the

\indiyidual) is a product of ﬁhe‘iﬁtergotion between a rson and the
'environment, By the time children are, three or four they ‘are

beginning to master a particular lénguage; " prefer to‘,éaq“ spéélfic*

. , ' . ' o 4 :
" foods and avoid others, are Jlearning to use stereotyped gestures and
o : S - o 14
‘other . ' forms of . acceptable ‘non4veﬁbal behavior. o They have

'internalized a fit among the Pélationships‘in their environmeﬁts that

generates harmony, order,' and regblarityﬁ The underlying process is

‘not limited to children. Although .the thipgs that happen(ﬁo peopiev”

when they are young have a disprdpoftiénéte %#Fectron' them, ''people

] -

continue to léarn throughéut‘thefb lifetimes., They will . have new

v . . oo

4 . e o B ,
,roles to fill and new skills to acquire (e.g., being a child and tpen

. N - ! . R L ‘ ' s . . '
a parent, learning how to walk and then how to. handle a kb\?
exchange). o >
, : . . /
Harris (1975) calls the process of acquiring the specifié set&f

a

or '"Dobusn' enculturation.. . He defines enculturation as "the process

e

‘by which indi&iqualé‘%-fuéually' as children. -;"achiré. behaviofa%‘
pattérns_and:other aéﬁects“»bFI their . culture from- bphéré,‘ through -

dbServ;tibn, ihétbucﬁiony-éﬁd adaptahion (Harris 1975:662)." Sbencéq o

’ “calls this ‘same proéésé sdcializétionr‘ Shé aeFinés éodiélizaﬁldn as,

13',1 am makxng no clalms as to the ohtological hatdré of . the world."

My argument is an epistemological one. ’

i

behavidral cdhétraints‘that typify a "Canédian," "Trabriand Islander,"

i

14. Thare are two sets oF tpola that people ‘use ‘to..operate .on the

world ‘around thém: -- didactic and genetlc. ~ This thesis s -malnly. -
‘concerned with the didactic ‘set and ‘much_;qué 1¢q§§eﬁﬁedhw1th the .

genetlc set. e
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Ny \: . . !
f \ !
- L] \ ' .

‘"the process of learning the rules for performiﬁ% in one's soclety and

oF-acquirlng the motives and ambitions to perForm properly (Spencer

.
\

1976:19)." The .process of enculturation theavi]ly impacts on peoplets

'
’ !

cognitlve processing. As people gain -experiences while growlng_ub;

these experiences (both their own and those of others ﬁhey witness or

‘ < »

ere told about) ere processed, categorized, and stored (Bandura 1969,
TAZE

: ’ / ‘
1977). 1t is "the process of socialization that shapes people's

‘behaviorai repértoires. fonsléer How people learn to judge what is

the appropriate space to lleave between themselves and others. There

is do biologioelly‘pPa—determined " per'" space, but people do have a
) pT ’ p

P2

¥
\

j‘~\|k

%.

and -ra forbldden to tha chleFa as a Food sour-ce., : 'Y,ét» tha’ ,chier’ of.

ci‘furally deFineq category of "proper distance between people!' which

they fFill in with some value. For most North Americans the proper
- ' ' : $ o
distance to leave between themselves and a busineds associate they are
talking to is about two. feet. Létin Americans would feel that two
o
L - ®
feet was too great a distance and would want to stand closer (Hall &

P y:‘l

Whyte 1966). -,

1

.

“

. * ' ' e ]
‘An individual's behavior is constrained by what is a permissible

aﬁtlbn ‘from the. behavicral repertoire he or she has learned. A

l I N “4 ‘ . t
constraint ,on ~action allows gréa@eq ptredictability of future

. .
.

ihteractions ~ For fthe ﬂindividuals .thbmselves and the others they

N
oy

interact with. The rnteraction rl.& that people learn wh:.lev growing

up’ hav& a strong impact on how they perceive and interact with ‘their

*

sg‘rroyndlngs. Even within . the Fairly homoggneous culture of the

“‘»y

o

Trobrland Islanders there ) Pr‘e ”diFFEr‘ences ein encu-ltur-;tion.
B R i

Mal.ino'\vski (1935 34 39) repor'ts that fgener'ally throughout the pr-ovince

v.’

ol' K.lt‘lwina buah-pig gnd atingaree are considerad to ' be e abominatidns ‘

! ~.“ N .

. - .; a

fﬁm
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Sinaketa (the second most ‘imporﬁant Qillag; inﬂ the provlncgj eat
bush-pig and stingaree and are still accepted as‘almost équals by the
chiefs of Omarakana (éhe major village in Kiriwina). Across- éulturaa
'the differences are larger. For‘éxamp}e, ‘Trobriand Islanders and

Dobuans grow up in different social systems. The Trobriand Islanders °

' . >
have a system of rank arfd status which the Oobuans do not have in

. the® system. The role of women is given a mpre prominent place in

—

Oobuan society than it is in the Trobriands. The two groups,have very

. 33

different languages.

_ After being enculturated (baving. properly internalized the rules

‘ . . ) N "
and situations thet characterize interaction in that group) =

congliderable part of a person's cognitive processing can be . carried

' ‘ -
out without conscious cognitive intervention. on the part of the

individual. Durkheim (1895:6) explains how a person's enculturation
\ .

)

process can lead to automated processing:

(It) becomes immediately evident that all education is a
continuous effort to impose on the child ways of seeing,
feeling, and acting which he‘could not have arrived at
" .  spontaneously. From the very first hours of life, we
compel him to eat, drink, and sleep at regular hours; we
constrain him to cleanliness,  calmness, and obadience;
later we exert pressure upon him in " order that he may
‘legrn proper consideration for others, respect for customs
and conventions, the need for work, etc. If, in time,
"this constraint ceases -to be felt, "it is because it
gradually gives rise to habits and to 1nternal tendencies
* that render constraint unnecessary. '

"Pedple léarn a ricﬁ symbolic‘syéyam ?hat.s%éqcturea their social
cognition process and éonstrains thé1r‘behgvigr,into patterns éhat';fe
éharactebisﬁlcéllyf"Canadian," "TPobEiand Iél;ndeé," or "Dobuan.' On a
within—gﬁqup basis paople's/éctioﬁg'éﬁe qguided by:thp meaninga g;v?n

‘,.objecté:'(sbcial and physical) as. interbreteg by o B ' Pgopfa
L ‘ ' 1] . . *

S T R



continuously indicate what they intend to do;-aﬁq what they expect

others to do. Meaning arises as individuals interpret the indications

of others. The manner of speech, the cut and style of . a person's

clothes carry meaning for other people. Kultgen (1975:373) says:

Most actlons are social in that the agent interprets
others and anticipates how they will interpret and react

to this action. Reciprocal responses, cooperative and
conflictive, are what bind agenta into social units.

Consciousness (of such relations constitutes situations as
soclial. ... Similar sub jective meanings in the separate
consciousnesses of interacting egents are the ground for'
shared definitions (of objects, actions, values, etc.)

central to their culture. They are the ground for
similarities and complementérities in behavior  that
compose institutions. Sociasl structure thus is immanent
in multiple individual consciousness.

"

It is this immanent quality to social structure that makes it

possible for péople to create order and pattern in the social

-

environment. People do hot react to the entire environment,‘but only

to specific aspects of it. Culture is, in part, the cognitive'séhema

that'enablés indivlduals to abstract inFormatlon from the environmenf

‘15
and endow it with /meaning. People-look at one another's behaviar

and impute to that behavior intelligibility, wérrantability, and
\ <~ e -
Justifiabillty aFteP imputing meaning to the behavior (Jung 1965).

Jung (1965 68-69] says:

In most theories of behavior, it is regarded as ax1omatic
that _the organism does not resporid’ to the. total
environ ent, but to some selected subset of it. It is
further assumed that every organism takes an active part
in constructing its action-world; it not only selects from
" the ontologicsl world, but also ‘adds’ some elements ' and

18, Tha concapt oF "cultura" 1a possibly one oF the broadast concepts

in. use: in the social sciencaa. ‘Authors like Kroeber and Kluckhohn .
(1952) have written axtenslvaly trying to define and refine it. The _
‘way ‘the term cultur ‘is used in’ this thesis is only one of many andi e

not all anthropologists wauld agree with the definition given.
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" imposes some, if not all, relations.

People's daily experiences are the raw ‘data from which they
plece together their understanding of reality. It is in the arena of
soclial interaction that an individual's experiences become 'real' to

them. Berger and Kellner's (1970:50), '"Marriage and the construction
.
of reality" is a classic example of this line of argument on reality

construction. They show how the individuals involved in an
institution llke marriagé "create for the individual the sort of order
in which he can experience his liFe‘ae,making sense., " Berger and

Kellner say that personal experiencee only make sense after being
: : 16 S ‘
mediated socially. A particular cultural system has been developed

vby‘its‘hembers to,brovide people with the necessary conceptual tools,

. . - ' ’ ‘ ~
like language, to create the coherence and predictability - in their
worlq needed by themselves and those with which they are interacting.
This arbitrary structure (culture) gives a sense of ontological
reality to the daily lives of the people within a given system and

.this structure is acquired and maintained threugh social interaction
S

with others wifhin the system.
-A cognitive schema like culture is. useful to people because it
removes some of the freedom of action_ from :the environment. For

example,,cohsider aabilliard~ball, a pool cue; and a person who wants
to play billiards. The ehoefeb uses hisg or  her Fingereﬁ ee -e
,consteeint to" prevent the.. cue from eliding.leteraliy durlngie ehotQ -

- 16. Making reality conetruction}etic .and prablemetic releee twe
questions that are beyond the scopéd of thii‘ theeie.j how ~.much ective
agency do people have in "conetructing" social realltiee, _ehd; A
secondly, how - ‘malleable are most’ "realities to the. ectivity of the T T
people who are trying to construct them?, ) T _,' » ‘%ig ' ’




"y

‘The conatralnt givén by thé playbr's Fingerﬁ is necessary bégause £hé
‘shooter Qanta.tb have the cue striké the‘billiabdbball.lﬁ abparfieu;gr
spot. The cue must be coAétr;ined if it is ¥o:maké'the ball %ollow
ghe ’tehjecfory the“shooteq eavisiongh for it. Similarly, ;p
individ;al's-behavior is‘constraiagd by 'cul§ure 'té"tﬁé permissible

actions which he or' she has learned. A constraint: on action al}oﬂs

_greater predictability of fFuture interactions and’ gives some’

protection agaihét disruptive elements, but it dpeé not guarantee that
! TRy ‘

* people will not override the constraint and act inappropriately or

.,"

attempt to changé the constraint.

©The social stritture and social , norms that people internalize
' N ] | . . . v . .

= . B g .

IR A ‘
are not mechanistic determinants of social behavior. Sometimes people
. N -

choose to. disregard normé. :Sodiety is fot mechanistic to‘the point
where‘social norm;_éhbulq be treated‘op‘the' level 'oF natural forces
vdlrecting thehflow the human‘interactiog-[Nilsonﬂ 1983). bqhavior is
'geneEated by the 1nteéplay’ amgng'multiple‘Factors? inc%uding the
actipe mbtivatiqnél?v ;iementsl From. hithin each’ p;rson,. each

: o » ' L ‘
individual's understanding of the world, the interaction rules of

" their respective 568131 sysﬁems, and the spebiFic‘conféxt in which the

intechtion fﬁkeé‘placé.'. Economic, political and social structures»

are 1deaé -énﬂ not physical entities. Sociaf roles are not physical¥ '

pieces that exist ready-made at the start of an 1nteraction. ‘Wilson

Aot

(1983 1¢7] aays. R T
fRather, they [aocial rolas] gro)\ and - chan991 during the
. tourse of. the interaction. They might appear to preexist
Z*bacnuaeéwe normally ‘take role [/ requirements for granted, .
. But: lf wa'think about: 1t, we replize ' that roles 'are but .
'1daaa ln our minds about haw pe ple in certain . situationa o
. should behave, .. The exact meanihg of the role, the idea, '
”,13 alwaya balng negotiated. iy C S e
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Berger “and Kellner (1970:51-52) :summarize the nature of human
interaction by saying:

The process ... is one that ‘constructs, -maintains, ‘end
modifies a consistent reality that can be meaningfully

experienced by thersociety in which it occurs. Every
- - gsoclety has its specific way of deFlning and perceiving
reality -- 1its world, its universe, ‘. 1ts‘,overarchlng
organization of symbols. ... The  -spcially constructed

world must be continually mediated to and actualized by
the individual, so that it can become ard remain ‘indeed
his world as well. The individual is .given by his society
certain decisive cornerstones for his* everyday experience
and conduct. Most importantly, the'individual is supplied
with specific sets of typifications and criteria of
relevance, predefined for him by the society and made
available to him for the ordering of his everyday life.

.  Structure.in Soéial Cognition

The structural task that. faces people is learning hoﬂf to
[ B .

organize discrete sénsory'details. Cognitive structuralists (e g.
Pléget 196@, 1971, Piaget &' Inhelder 1989 Foder 1975 Taylor s
'.Cronker 1981, Isen S Hastorf . 1982) say people impose meaningful

" ‘organization on the '-,Fqui of " stimuli thEy " receive from the
- environment. 1 . S T . o : N
.'People operate on the \envlronment by means, of a repertolra of
» L7 : ' 18 R
‘complex cognitlve medlators . - called schemas., A:sghema 'is‘_an

-

abétréct cognitive struétUre'éonsisting of large, complexffqnltg of _;’ELBf?

v

17. These mediators ‘are ‘separate from language acqufpitlon and
o language use. (Cole 8 Scribner 1974; Clark S Clark 1977, Slobin 1979) N

- conceptions.“




o

in and by echemas; People ccntinucuely acquire 1nFcrmaticn. From the

».-‘
e

_ kncwieage that crgeni2e much of what = a person knows about general

4

‘categoriee iike cbjecfa,‘eVente, an? pecbier"‘Schemaa'fconfain all
fnree'aapecte»cfffhe social cognifionicrccesa;'orientaticnf—?-egenerai:
‘knowledée; specific exampiea, and information‘accut the relatignships
vampng ehe atfributea‘of'a.categorx; motivaticn.(gcals,‘mccd, etc.i --

the aFFectiveﬂaide of the pasﬁ interacticns,.the preeent Feelingalanb ‘

. ‘.
¢

the future aapirationa;‘decieicn.—-ﬂthe beHavioral options and their"

associated risk factors. It is by way of schematic mediators. that a

person manages his or'her5cognitiye procegsses -- acquires information

'aboutrthe_world, processes it, stores it, and plans actionamf People

N

use schemas ‘to.ﬁorganiie’ and categorize knowledge. into cognitive .

structures as they undergo enculturation. .. ' ' RS
reera ' A o :

4

' o . . A R

_ Schema Vacquieition‘ and' modiFicaticn - continues thrcughout a

i,
RN
HIETON

peracn'e li?e. k3 Ae pecple‘ gain experiences (both personally and

vicariously), theee experiences are processed, categorized, ‘and storedv_

) ra

e

environment and code it,(give it meaning]' thrcugh the complementary

.

' prcceseea of” aseimilation and accommodaticn [Piaget 1952] The schemas:

—o

_thet each . individual uses. are peraonally-created (idiosyncratic] ".and

' culturally-given [ncrmative)

e
et
ar - . .

A perscn ueee echemas tc(etructure the inFcrmation gained in theff

?feocial cognition procese becauen the scheme minimizes the amount offﬂ

o

"“7.naw inFormation thet neede to be proceased by bringing old inFormation;j<c

"1

‘ily-to the man e-cuheciou5'proceeeing. Schemas have a, dual eFFecte77“'




thinking is heavily ;ﬁFluehced by the échemas;hé. or éha‘ haé alrehdy
écquired.. The 'new inForméfiqn is perceived and processed through the

)

old}'s§hemat107 filter. . Interactions ,69‘ not happen in ‘cognitive .

_isolation from each other. ~ People have schemas tﬁat 'Fuhct1on to’
fintegrate the présent with the past and future. IF‘a person has 8 bad

expariéncé where he feels  cheated by his kula partner, this will

i
'

. : . ) b
affect " the next interaction.  This experience with its negativeﬁ
. .o N . I . ' .

motivational factor of a bad Feeling‘ will probably'~be, Péédilyu

~available to the man, the next time he sées his parfnér. The negative
éxperience‘will slant his intehpretétibn qﬁ‘HiB partner's actions.

. . Rl
v , ) '

Meaning in Social.Cognition
. . r . . N ..

4

People do not mehely:react to each othérfs‘ actioné; but respond
on the basis of the meaningg’they attach to each other's actions.

fMeanings'aré social products,'#ohmedv;thpbdgh ‘social ' interaction in

T 3 e )
whlch peopIE construct,(the‘ social“ world; 7'then, Pegard théir

’ iconstructlon as 1F 1t were: ontolcqically real (Mead 1934 Blumer 1989‘

Lauer SB Handell 1977]., They have: ;nternalized‘ conventions and

'.{{fbehaVioral norms donﬁehhingisdciai'éategoﬁiés_te.g., sob;él sﬁétys‘ahdf'ﬁ‘

" roles) which, carry enormous- cognitive -wsight. Barrett (1984:56-57) % ..

- says: . ;,fflj QTPfYT?"'QZ””f? ;,">“~[‘Y?,

v

’THis is L,.‘one oF the outstanding Features of humanﬁ.gv‘-f B

":'soclety, this abllity to bestow arbitrary meaning on’

': ;Qab1de by
", meanings wer'e

;par oF_the "real" world. ‘

v'gthings or. acts that the individuals -of . that society thenf}f?fi“;.‘,“ﬁv
: or are constrained by wdt Juat as iF thex'!,ﬂ S



2

ey i
e ! v

1934, Blumer 1969],‘ the meaning that people ascribe te 'ObJectS

'develope out oF the way the obuecte are deFined For them by others in’

. . .
K eoclel interaction.., However, ' eituatians“‘cen’ and do arise in

4

“interections where ectione and their meanings have not pPevlously been.

defined. Blumer (1969 86] notes.

T e many other eituetione may not be defined in a single
" way by the particT*ating ‘people. In, this event tﬁeir ‘
 lines of action do not fit’ together readily and collective
o action is blocked. Interpreta ions have to be developed . s K
v and» eFFective ‘accommodation o pé?ti ipants to one ‘
another has to be . worked out. ~In ' case of such
'undeéfined' situations, it is necessary to trace and study‘
the emerging process oF deFlnltlon which & brought into

‘play. e . \

Neieeer [1976) draws an anelogy between a Format statement in a

o . ' . .. Cop Ky

computer program and schemae. ‘IF there 1s no format statement‘?eb'any‘

\ o . - "(ﬂ‘*‘
' piébe of inﬁormation; then thet p1ece of ‘informetion caﬁhbt be:.

jjincorporated into the computer. IF there 15 no ~commmon 1nterect10n
”‘echemae between cultural groups, they will not be' able to eFFectively'
'interact with eech other. Lauer and Handell (1977 117—119) descrlbe’ )

“¢‘thie ,1nteractlve proceee oF mutual accommodation as achleylng;_e»

: "working coneensus.", fhrough | negotlation ;‘and‘s campromise the

‘1nd1v1duale of. groupe in the interaction come td a common deF1n1t10n.:

S i : » e : N , : o ‘
) Although thev symbolic 1nterectionzst perepective emphas;zesi C e
o ".‘e ; : : r :/\ G, coe ] v:\zt.- T ;
L ehared meenlnge, eome reseerch lndicatee tégt a ‘consensus on the;,j“;,ﬁ




publicfﬁedemore\conservetive‘normswfheo the ° generel publlc ‘ectually
reported [Biddle et el ]966) Biddle et al (1986 3ﬂ2] comment' m:u

.... social" relations ‘ may o‘ten be desiQed around or

beneFit from 1neccurac1es of role’ perception. At the very ‘
‘ ;leest,, imaccurate ahd. non—shared perception’ are not only -
' or . ipdigenous to. certaln Forms of 'social reletlonshﬁbs, they ‘P
are oFten necessary or desirable.

In‘en'et’opgraphic study, Braroe [1985] examines the diFFerehceeﬁ' i

n  perception by two groups of peopi! ‘He uses symbolic -

ioferaotionism to study‘ ‘the interaction be weeo'Cree Indegfs-'end

‘ whltes in a southern,Sesketchewen communzty.~ Breroe reporte that thel
; . . . p

whites perceived‘ the Indiens as - being childish oorelieble,"end.‘:f

worthless. Because of thelr view of the. Cree, the‘ whites tended'éo_ SREE

\

exouse and tolerete the Indian's Virreeponsible behevior,ﬂ ‘Oo the

-

‘other hand, the Indians . saw themselvds aslsmert~operators‘who could

successfully‘exploiﬁ the ﬁﬁite‘men. . The Cree, did not‘see;fhemselves -
s as ohildish,vunreliebie,‘end’worthless, but rather saw ‘themselves as .. 7
.'shrewd dealers who wers often eble,to'take'edventege,‘of Whitee in i
7.busihess.trensections.. The_two"groyps interpreted their interect;onei*“”' -
with each otherqvery d;FFerently przmer;ly ,because they were;-usiega-ffn—f—fjfj
.-disparete meanlngs end deFin1t1ons developed through eluddergoihg_;:_gu_j‘\rﬂ
bf‘ﬁleFerent enoulturetlon processes. i
N But what degree of . eharlng oF perceptions is neoeseery” '1For{.Lg;F~

I o . t .

. o\iWallece‘ff197ﬂ) all thet '1s_neoessary 1s thet people think; they

‘..'Lihder_s“tend: - enougt oF whet x.s going on\ t‘o predict each other s :




"'. v ‘ . . ‘ .I) . .;‘ "“"" ‘,,“' ‘ “ n o ‘eal'

L is yariouely perceiVed by profe551onal and audience, the
doctor (or ehaman] .and ' patient relationship demaqu a
‘mutual mieunderetahding. , ..;.,. “If  sociocultural
orgenization ie not necesaarily dependent upon a community"

. of - motivee Tor. cogniticﬂ! then by- what psychological
mechanism‘ is' it achieved!'and maintained7 This mechanism
is evldently ‘the perception - oft '‘partial. equlvalence

o ‘ etructures. - By this is implied the recognition -~ .as the’ \

* _Wi"'reeult of learning'—— that the’ behavior . of other people '

‘ . under ‘various circumstances is- predictable, ‘irrespective

L oF knowledge of their. motivation, and thus is capable of
. being predictably related‘to‘one s own action. * ‘

' '
e A 1

Yodngr(nd:?)felaboratee on Wallace's point of :the necessity of

some degree-oF ncn-sharing:

- What then is necessary For successFul llnteraction in a .
given. eituat10n7 , Onp' anewer is what might be . called
'congruence. If the individual goals and perceptions of the

n‘actore in a given, situation are relatlvely comEatible, the
situetion is characterized by congruence. o

\

‘.'n, . ' o _' ‘ ‘

v o Ihrough negctiation and = compromise the 'Tcobriand‘n Islanders
visiting the Gobcans‘ in a kula'ekchange ‘cone fo"hold"congruent' e

deFiniticns with the Dobuana"thgyrareLQiSiﬁing; fThey have;‘to same “Q,i
degree5 the‘"congruence" thaéiicung.sayee}ieiVneeeseary. foriithen fo ‘ e
interacf eeccessFully. iiThe:'thle ‘area'oF hew people.work out fheir‘ : S
:‘;vmeaningeecan be wstudied uelng the CFW ethnographic approach andémay

. e

"yieid‘”eome insight ;nto 'what .ie f happenlng \ain~'fintencdlturaih'.;dw L

[

1nterections. o




. happen according = to an organizi

v

involved to share somewcommon‘gohcepfual ground,‘i.e., to be‘able‘to'

.

express their intentions and also to undetstand thé»“iﬁtentibns of the

v

other people. ' There needs to be some commonality in“the orfentation

(

data baﬁéé‘and decision interaction strategies;l“The, peopléx in én 

- important stimuli; . retrieve the required data; process the data

.

fattach meanings); use add/o;stire~the data, ‘JAll these functions

People'égguiré‘these rules'(and thuch more) through the process .of

e
‘ .

. . ~

enculturatlon and structure it 1]33bstract cognitiQé.schémés.

Oné result | of énculturatig?‘and schematic processing is that

o A o ‘ Ce » ‘
péop;ghdevelop hypotheses about how to interact and how interaction

d set of rules which must be learned.

" interaction need to be . able t@ ‘ scan‘ the énvironment; select the

works. Their selection criterion are set 'up in accordance with their

hypotﬁéses,?which can be CUltura}Iy based. In generai,-all membeﬁé‘of

Ha . o : ) .

fsdédific cultuhél‘grdups know how to interact within. théir own. groups

" R . , .o 1, N

‘ . ' i o oy e,

T

L ' S S P o
¢ . . e : e o '

L together“ébéause they may be- atténdiﬁgf;tol*diF?grént ‘Sétsgl of "

..,‘t 'v, A N

“\ .

‘——-they all atta i to the same ‘overall kinds\bF,Factdrg. Intefactién‘j

~‘becomes, mora~ leflcult when . people from  d1FFerént‘cultUresquqme '

‘1nteract10n ‘cues.w-.Some ,:indivianlsﬁ;;muét. rétréin‘3ih _brder “to

_inCOfporate a common‘set oF cues iﬁto theirfséhemas. At'leaéf’oheiof3

. .




. chapter‘51xA'
.. ' SOCTAL COGNITION AND THE KULA

" The Traditional Approach

s ' o . ! ' 1

’

‘[ Ma;inbwskihs (ﬂ922:25) goal fon ethndgraphijasf "to realize his

ﬁthe‘ native's) . visiqnv of ' his (the 'native's)“world."‘ In the
. » ST ) I , o N

N

introductory chapter' of Angonauts‘he specified three ‘tasks that an
ethnograpgher needs to accomplish to 'stddy a culture. The First task
) . 'y ' . P . ‘ . v ,."‘ ’
* is to obtain a general outline of how a culture is stbucturpd and how .
it functions, "the first and basic ideal of ethnographic field-work is
' to give a clear and ‘Firm outline of the social’ constitution, and

'
|

Adbeentangle the lawe and regularities of all cultursl phé&nomena

(1922 1E] o Accomplishlng the First task gives the ethnogrebher,the‘

'

‘"skeleton of the culture, so to. speak oF the trlbal constitutlon, but

R

mit lacke Fleeh and blood (1922 17] " The second task is'to Flesh—out,

,the skeleton by collecting data on the "1mponderabilia 'oF actual-life

f(1922 18) " The. ethndgrapher ie to give data on "typlcal detalls Qf_fx

" intercourse, the tone oF thelr behavior in éﬁe presence oF one another‘  ?f

0 s

j(1922 Zﬂ] " The third tesk is to collect data on how the people thlnk;“VF

“fand Feel.;ﬁ'"The t'ird commandment oF Field-work runs. Flnd out the

f'typicei waye‘ aF fthinklng and fFeeIing,‘ vconrespondlng ' te ‘ thé;ﬂ L

' L ST [

inetitutlons en .cultuﬂeﬁfz a glven communlty (19?2 23]"5;7fﬁd

ok

‘”mfﬁa{iHQWSR;fegﬂfgdnaetsdstuéyd'dﬁ& thefoﬁséakahéhe

O '.‘.- ..

i :Argonaute deels withwali qF the Trobrlend Islands;if':
.main‘Focue'ie’on“the vill ge of Dmarakana in the provinc"

s a cLa551c”ﬁ:




wthan ?or OmaPakana. Kula Poads open and close w1th pa@?nershlps being
o ‘ ‘ N o wt
-broken and PeFormed Falrly easily.. ,Jhe Vakutaﬂ& are also morb~ .
T \h R oo ' oo o
‘explicxt 1n t e;r~6xchanges.‘ They tell th51r partners the name oﬁ the-»

ﬂ7she11 they are expectzng in Peturn FOF thEIP glFts.-"u

fln 1n1 ula, but there “isl nq 1n1and kula on- Vakuta.’Although tha
”‘.~ﬁ‘ PR ’v EN ', ot Co 4 . W .
ivaxgu a ‘are part oF the internal exchange system on Vakuta,‘they afe - {ﬂ,

'exchanged as kitnms

v . .'I.w ' ' v

‘ in how to apply his threeatask approach to ethpography. Campbell's

20

(19833] Vakuta study acknowledgés Malinowski‘s wprk,‘ but Shaf "

\
'

reports severallareas‘whehe the Vakutans she studied differ from the

N v
A

“Omarakanans'Malinowski studied.ﬂ'THeﬁVakutans héve a more egalitarian .

N
1

' . ‘- . ' » ! N - ) ‘ L ‘ ! ‘
approach to Trobriand social structurg‘than do the Omarakanans who are

at the heart of the chieftainship ' system. ' Although _the .. Vakutans

' acknowledge .one man as chief, 'the chief derives Few‘extra.adVantagés

and privileges from his position. Campbell says that the egalltarian’

premise is heFlecfed in the fact . that all vakutan men ku1ﬁ¢whéheas
N .' . o o ' . ' : - '

only a few high-ranking Omarakanans do.

[ ' oo ‘ : . N

S - & . .
‘Campbell states. that the Vakutans‘freat the kula, simply. as a !

© ‘competitive forum  and that they do not Rave the ‘revehgﬁce ~ For thﬁ'_

vaygu'a that Malinowski\reports,the Qmarakanans to have.’ The;Vakutans"

treat the valuables as obAects FOrf“pcpuﬁulating wealth and power:and\

'

: ' B L ' , . - W o : ' ' . N B } coe
©.not ~as  the Omarakanans, who seeﬁthg‘yaluableg as jcons of great

. . ¢ t
Lo

inthihsic wprth,‘ Kula pafﬁnérshipsﬁare‘much more Fragilé‘ on Vakuta"

. “ “1 ’ 1

?.

i

2

= There; aﬁe*also.otheﬂ diFFéPances.n‘The-Omarakanans partlcipate‘ v

.

. .

e 0 ..:,_
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A N !
there are no outstanding obligatlons atﬁached to them) and not kula

.gifta for opening or closing a kulatransaction. I have introduced

-
'

. v .
Campbell's work for several reasons. Her study was carried out on

Vakuta which is part of the Trobriand Islands and as such there |is

.

considerable cultural overlap between the Vakutens Campbell studied in
N :

the'197@'s and the Omarakanans who were the focus of Malinowski's work

-

in Argonauts fifty years earlier. A second reajon for choosing

I * , .
Campbell's Vakuta work is that she reports wreas where there are
[

imporﬁant differences in how the kula works in the two locetioné.
These differences demonstrate that the kula is not a slingle, complg&,

pan-island institution and emphasize the imporfancé of studying the
’ . o
kula within a specific cultural setting rather than generalizing and

oversimplifying the institution by assuming greater inter-island
.homogeneity than actually exists. Lastly, because Campbell uses the

prestige competition e}planation of the kula she isl| interested. in the
' f/ ..

kula at the level of actual transactions. Because she is using a

theoretical approach that deals with the tele®ogical mature of kula

transactioné,lshe gives some of the kind of data that would be needed
’ ’

if the social cognition approach were used to study the Vakutan kula.
Unfortunately, there is not eqodgh information given in her paper to

do a re-analyéis, but she does present enough data to show' how the
. - , | . . .
social cognition approach can extend present kula analysis. I will

try to show that a social cognition approacl’ to ethhog(aphy, (in this
. ' . ' N [] s
case the data Campbell (1883a) gave in her. paper on how Vakutans kula)
. ? . . )

can add a new dimension to kula analysis -- an analysis on the prin:e

*

’

dimension of haqw and why specific individuals kula.

-

a8



The Social Cognition Extension

\

In the concluding :.chapter of Argonauts, Malinowski (1922:513)

says, "I believe  there 1is a complex, emotional and intellectual

attitude at the bottom of it (the kula)." Unfortunately, Malinowski's

\
LJ

'approach to ethnography hindered him from bresenting more than . .a’

shadow of the '"complex,. emotional, and intellectual attitude.'"

Instead of showing the dynamick of human beings interacting with each

.

‘ ] . ‘ .
other, ' he de-personalized- people, by fitting them into homogenoug

i

‘roles. He did not consider it important to report people's private
. . * s., . , ]
feelings, fears, and triumphs in their kula exchanges. Malinowski

.

(1922:23) states, ''we are not intefested in what A or B may feel qua
individuals, 1in the accidental course of their own personal
experiences -- we are interested only in what they feel and think gua

members of a given community.' Malinowski stripped away _the dynamic

interplay  ‘of hopes and fears within each kula participant and

. - - . .

presented only their shadows as recorded in the social dimension of
f

normative values. For Malinowski to acéomplish his stated goal for

ethnogquhy of capturing the '"complex, emotionai, and intellectual

.attitude" a fourth task needs to be added to the exiéting thsee -- an

k3 N ) . ' 5
analysis of the private world of specific individuals. )
)Y

The complexity of human behavior is ignored in the traditional

approébhes to the study of the kula. Kula activities afetshrquded in

stru;tured, institutionalized pehavior involving a considerable

investment of ‘time,” energy and resources. - A kula . participant's

beshaviors ‘mre generated by the interplay among multiple Fa&tors,

‘1nclu&1ng the motivational elements from within each person, the kula

- £ . ' .

a9



men's understanding of thelir worlds, the rules of the kula system and
. . ’ ‘ ’ b

. ‘ . L R
the specific context of each exchange. But 1t must be kept in mind

that'kuxa exchanges are not the mechanistic unfolding of efructurally4

\ . “n

'Y . ' N
pre-determined outcomes. Society's structures (economic, political,

social, etc.) are ldeas and not natural forces. The rules of the

-

‘Anstitution allow individuals room to maheuver as they seéek to achleve
. \ * .
their own goals. Taking part in a major'kula_ exchange |is a highly

-~

engaging activity fFor each participant who pays close attentlon to
what is éﬁanspiring in the exchanges. The kula exchanges rasult in

positive and negaf}ve repercussions for the participants because

. . '
everything is not mechanically cut-and-dried.

»

To show how studylng social cognition can extend traditlonal

kula ethnography I will begln by quoting a passage in’ which Cam,bell
e '
(1983a 213- 215) details 'a sperific series of interactions.
Sawekuku from Gawa recelved anfarmshell named Tomadava,
through an. internal exchange. He converted it intao. vaga
(First gift) and began its keda apath] by giving to Isaac 3
from Kitava. Isaac gave Tomadava fo Kunabu in vakuta, who -

gave if&ho Anton,; ‘in 'Dobu, who/gave it to Alfred in Duau
where ¥fa? was Wﬁen I recorded the keda's progression.
AlFPed’?ﬁ'i ) took the necklace called Gerubara and gave

it to n (Dobu) as basi (intermediate gift), . with the
impl}ﬁﬁ essage that he wanted the keda to 1ive and not
die, wifh only one transaction, providing all other members
were agreeable. However, as Gerubara’  was equivalent in
value to Tomadava and thus an. appropriate kudu [closing
gift) for Iomadava, Alfred (Duau) thought he had better
hold on to Tomadava in case Sawgkuku (Gawa) and the: others

; -
f

i

21. There are several terms used in the passage that may, not be clear::
"vaga" is the first gift that opens' a kula series; "keda" is .the name:

for the kula road or path that the valuable travels on from person to
person; "kudu' is the return 'gift of equal value that closes the

series oF'transactloné; ‘basi' is an intermediate gift that shows good
will and a person's intention to keep the kula rodd (the keda) open; °

"mwari" is. the Vakutan equivalent of Mallnowski' "mwali" which i the

term For the necklaces. . . J
v . ¢




L yh
@

'

\

Tomadava and thua end the kula keda.

Gerubera to

_(Kitava), who gave it to. Kelabi of Iwa’

Kunabu

.+ of the keda membership decided to take Gerubara as kudu of

Antor” (Dobu) gavé

{vakuta), who gave -it $fo Isaac
(a new member. in

Sawekuku (Gawa) where it

the keda),, who gavé it to
remained. Sawekuku& realising that Gerubara could be
considered kudy of Tomadava, was somewhat confused by the

LJLeorm basi gian to Gerubara by.. Alfred. He wondered where
the kudu. for Tomadava was. He held on o *Gerubara as
potential kudl of Tomadava until he could find out. : He

* did this by sending another armshell called Masisi as
«basi for Gefubara to let the keda know ‘that he was willing'

o to keep it alive and consider Gerubara a basi instead. of
I recordeﬁ its

"kudu. The mwerl Masisl was in Vakuta when .,
keda. It was subsequently passed on to Anton. when he and
other Dobuans came to Vakuta in November, 19?& to kula. I
was ' told that once Masisi reaches Duau, Alfred . will
‘release Tomadava to continue | makinng its keda and
attracting other valuables to its membership, while
dawn

Gerubara will be released from Gawa to attract basi
_.the keda. ‘ '

-

I ’

Campbell does not present enough information

B

™to allow me to do a

full re;analyéis; but she does present enoigh déﬁg that I can
, . 4 . . N o
demonstrate  How studying 'part of the éocial cogniticn prdggss
(motivation) could give mofe ;nsight.into what is #Fanspiring‘ in a
kula exchange. ThBr‘SOCiéL cognition approach would A;tiljze a.
S&uegtion—based reseafch dgsign wHéhé the‘ethnographer woula go into a
culture With a épgcific ‘set of research 'questioﬁs or éro?lqu-in
mind. Malinowski (1922:9) éeFers to tge questioé—based‘abproach as
one that usﬁs, "Foreshadowed problems. " Bgt,' the rgséardﬁl design
_would aiso Fql}bw‘thé Gdase;_anq Strauss's (1967) ‘"Qrdundea theory"

. ' . " ) = .
approach which treats these hypotheses as

. The ethnogrhpher adapts the

analyzea the data;

atnnographer would find. in the data which would, in t‘urn,

categories vand relationships that the ethnographer Found to

&,

relqvant.

initial research guides.
hypothéses as he or ' she colleéts and
New hypothdses would arise out of the patterns the.

refleﬁt the

4

&

be

‘For example, 1 cpqld study'the eFFect‘oF motivation on kuia
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behavior. ..Psychologist have developed several theories concerning the

L

a

nature of human motivation (oﬁe of the three‘proceaaes‘that'1nteract

' . “ , . . ) S
together and form the social ‘cagnition process). Because I am trying
~ . - . .

I ’

N ‘ .
to demonstrate how tHe social cognition approach can be applied to the

]
b

' sfudy of the  kula I will .make some simplifying assumptions‘thaﬁ—@ill

—

better enatil® me to show the principle with the minimum amount of

extraneous inFormati@n.r In this analysis I ‘am assuming that the o
. . N . . '
.decision process is constant, i.e., no new strategles are 'added to

anone{?ndecision processing. I will also assume that the cOgnltianwu«
process. is functioning in its normél rénge of convefilence .(lﬁeg,:i

. .

. [
M '

people propgrlyréqan thei& social environments, abétracttinformation,f

g

and code it in a normal fashion).
. o . 7 ’
» . : \ : - N n

\\‘ s ) ' q\ - .

»

Motivation can bé thouéht pF-'és the englne that supplies power B

to a‘persoh'—— the internal sométhing that causes’ a peﬁson .t° act.

These inner mechanisms come in " many forms such as incerntives, goals,

:+ moods, impulses, emotions, desires,” drives, needs, etc. Pébple”act ON g

‘their environments and in turm are acted on by them. This iriteraction

“crqatés transient imbalances in the internal and external forces

- .

”‘_
i

agtiqg onxa person. Fﬁrbexémple, someéh;ng.happenér”[extgrha;;‘Farcéfﬁ
AlFEéd réqqiveg tqé aﬁmshelif?éﬁadaya“From Anton gigt;ylé pérﬁﬁe¢ from
JDobu} that stimﬁiétes somevinn;F,@echanism inéiééﬁvthey_hen' (;nfgrnal
f;rqe;.A;Fred Jants Fo keep the éﬁ;é:road ﬁp;n] tpqﬁéééoﬁd,éndvéczibn e

’ - t ‘ . . - " B - . . T
his environment (response: Alfred devises a stpategy For¥\kegping; the S
road open and acts on it}g:c' e BTN N ,’“l 




v

W '

Paychologists have akamined('motlvation from a varliety of

'thooretical poaitions.' Freud (1924] views motivation as a homapstatic .

mechanism. For examplé, people have physiological needs that cbeate

inner tensions.. They require food »when hungry and sleep when tired.

) . oo . ) . ) )
Hunger and tiredness creata/tenslon that- is relleved by eating and |

slecping; Maslow (1954) says people are motivated to act as they do

Y

. because they want to yggrow and self-actuslize, as well as to reduce

thein physiological tensions. 'beople strive fo reach thé;r.potentlals
‘ . : i 4 4 : ,
eaven at the cost of -increasing thelr inner tension (e.g., mountaip

climbers, bhang glidars,‘overseas‘kula participants). ‘wnite[ (1959)

says .that people are motivated .to act afFectiveiy’" in | their

‘environments. People want to qeal competently and ' adequately with

‘their environments (be percsiVed as good 'ﬁola 'man)t " People take

‘pleasure in increasing their tension or excitement andothen‘being'ab;e'

. .’

- to respond well. Campbellj(1983azed5] says that the Va%htané’sare

‘motivatad to be- 1nvolved in the kbla because it is, "the route for fun

‘ —.-i-
LY

' and play, and the path to power, Fame, and immortallty."

. 4‘
‘ .

» In trying to explain Ch given action on the parf’ of an 1nd1vidua1

'

'there are two sources of motivation to consider' the learned cultural

contingencies comprised ‘of the various societal roles and obligatlons,

3

s.the goal directed natura of human interactions. Ths learned oultural-

. roles and'gbligations 1n and oF themselves can sometimes befzufficlent

%

to explain an 1nteraction.' Sawekuku gave the armshell Tomadava to.

i

. Isaac who aoccpted 1t. 1t is‘ qUite possible: to explain this o

lntcructlon @y appealing to- cultural nor'ms. Sawekuku" was ‘a‘cti.ng in‘

o accor‘danca with the social norm of - taking a kitom (a valuable with no,r '

o Uoutstanding -obligations against it] and starting to build a kula C

AL
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road. Téaac!aﬁgctlons;ln receiving the armshell- cap also be.fxplalpadi‘
-~ \ - . ’ . . ) } .

simply bys eppealing to. social . norms. - Most ’tradftion31\ kuLa‘
ethnography vﬁbuld stop’at .this point and- not.  seek Fﬁrtﬁ;rx for "

. . o S o . ' . A
- explanations for why Sawekuku and Isaac acted as they did.

[

.o S . H . v
But the men's actidns can also be explained by saying that the,

-

~ \

men were not  simply acting in accordance with some sbé@gl forms, but

were actually acting to accomplish a _specific goal. ‘Gdéifbrlanted
' s ! . “ . . - I",“‘ ‘ C v_‘ » ’ .‘ R ' e
behavior is determined by two factors (Reykowski 1982:125): (1) the ot

"
"

expectation that a given‘pebforhance‘ﬁill lead to accomplishing - the-:
goal; (2) the 1hcent1ve3‘vélue of the_gbal to the: person. The major .

precondition of sbcial motivatton is the value assigned to the éociél'

object which can include  other people, sociallgroups,_institufibne,.

S

. " ) \: i . N .
symbols, etc. (Reykowski 1982:125). As can be seen-from the list,
there is algreativdeal'of flexibility in what a pefson can decldé_ia a

. : ) . " L R ;
so¢ial object. Social objects posses% a -valence sincg‘they are sble
to satisfy various needs of  the ginaiviaual (to be Fed, .tdl gain -

acceptance,. to have prestige, eﬁc;) and the social object evokes

¢ o
RS SN . Foe

' preferéhcaé,' attréption,‘ orJrébu1s1oh; It>is"n6t ‘unreasonable to
asshmé thét a3 ‘kula road . probably has a strong positiye“valehcqvfdcl

K] R AU .

Alfred. As such, putting the social norm that a "Vakutan. male is to

'.‘také.pért in kula éxcﬁanges tpgetﬂér with the Vakutén‘ﬁorm that a kula - ;ﬁ .
_ road is ‘the route to power, wéalfh,;‘eté.‘ .would also generate &n
' explanation for  why Alfred was acting the way he was. Alfred : was

‘;..métivaféd to become in&olved iﬁvthé~"kula‘»eXchangeé; bgcadsé  h9 ng,

required to be part of .the kula and he saw potential gein‘ﬁgr himself :

‘in having a kula road kept 6b9n; Vf‘>’ e »' T




<

wlte with the other kule men' (3) AlFred may be motlvated by both 1

Coo e e DRI
‘It le'poeelble~€d"be5eVen more speclfic ‘in“giving_ reasons fdr.

AlFred'e actlon of eeeklng to keep the road open' For, SXample the

FORN

'-longer the road is kept open the more likely it is that AlFred's name‘

will be added to the hlstory oF any oF the important valuables that
) o '

circulate elong that noad.‘ But we do not Hnow precisely what AlFred

f .

- hoped to galn -- what his goals were. . There are many posslbillties

. a YR . . ' ¢
for why Alfred~was motlvated to try;to keep the road open: it could

'glve hlm more. wealth [2] he mlght ‘enjoy the challenge oF matohlng hisl

-

i T, ,;\ . .
and 2; Id),jthere oould be some other reason all together. W1thout

asking Alfred why he wanted to keep thefroad lopen.uit is not possible

. P . 22 \
to know what he was trying to accomplish ‘and ' why. Different

motivations can be impdted to AlFred; and' by"”askiné " him the

ethnographer can* better understand what AlFred had in mind 'when he

J

f~ devlsed.his plan. " By talklng with AlFred the ethnographer mlght be

~,

eble to gain some ineight into AlFred' prlvate ,dlmenslon: AlFred's

.

lown attltude to the role he hae Just piayed as a kule partloipanf -

~

was he Just complylng with a social norm and did he.vlike‘-it or Hate

i

it? Could peyohologioal Factors aFFeot AlFred'e motivation and role

e

vperFormance’ Answere £b these types oF questlons 'will extend_

. “

. ethnography.; Normative deta alone oan not* capture the Flavor oF the"
”_kula, but exemples oF people s Feelings and moti@atlons wxll help to’

jdo thle. \ Studiee on even a Few slgnlflcant indlviduals would help'

'w“’. , "..“.'

l

i & -
P

;522.:Ta1king to an’ !ndividual wlll not: neoessarily provide insight 1nto

the "deepeet"‘or moet "reel" motivations, as-these may ‘be inaco3551ble

sor . coneolouely oemouFleged} by the"actor._. But talking ‘to “an
'1ndlviduel will’ ueuelly provide information about at least some_ ‘of the
cognltlvely selient\ varleblee which enter into the deolsion—making"

proceee..va:v ST S R A Ut




round Out'théiethnography.‘

By adding an analysis qF lndividuals motlvatlon processes to the
N

more ' standard ,sooial- analysls ‘which attnlputes soclal-'norma as

‘explanation for behavior, an ethnographer can present a more compldde
statement of what the 'kula 'is and how lthunctlons."Td accomplish

"Malinowski's three tasks, Malinowski‘ainses the ethnographer to
4. . ’ B .

N
- .
f ‘ . " s

.colleot‘ data’ On people s personal experfenoes: expresslons . of

findignation,'Aegamples " of how they take sldes,‘a wealth of. definite ’ i.":
. - ) ' R . . ' ' ! N ": ' ' ' X
"views,‘ moral:ycensQres, etc. . -’ (Mallnowski-' 1922:12). .This ?data

collebtion;-technique .would have allowed Malinowski -himself to gat’;-

.;closen to his gpal for ethnography;~ had ip -not been for his

overemphasis on structure and function. ’ » : . : i
. S ,
- CA '
' } A
. ) X . AQ_‘ L
. - : . : . . FANN . 4," 3 \ . e
Summary . . e SR # - g
C o . " ' / "t‘x ) \'feli - ' o o
. : o ’ B ' ' ' ’e,‘ . o JE IS
ST ' ‘ ' o ‘ .fl ' A&

By adding a Few extra questlons whlle' collecting ‘data from ¥
C\\ 1ndiv1duals about thELP kula experlences, the ethnographer can gather‘, A ‘
S ' s g L

fthe typeH oF\~data vthat © can ;then‘EE"used to}ﬁpresent‘ the privatef'

‘dinenslons offéala'thansaotions asEWéll.as the‘ sooial\ehesho;dinarily.* : s
ineé-?a Collectlng daﬁa by the case‘shudy method and then subJecting '; o
the data to analysis based on social cognltlon theory ;ould extend the. : dl}d,“
) traditlonél approaches t° k“13 ethnography., This slnple extenslonlofjl'u o

e

_an already established data collectfbn principle would have helped]'~ﬁ

Mallnowski hlmself to come closer to his goal For ethnography. .‘1*5‘ :fff-_

23 It 18 beyond the scope oF this theeis to delineate a deteiledw-f"
, methodology For using the social qognitlon approach. : o S

iR : R . P el
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) Oﬁdinarlly; analyats of the kula use one or more of thﬁee'baslé\

~

"explaaatloha to understand the kula, One explanation is that the kula

'is .used as a cover. mechanism to carry on trade in resources that the

f B ' Lo B

'

'varlous islands requlre to be habitable (resource re-distribution).

second explanation is that the kdla sysfem‘acts as the glue which
R .

»

holda the araa together social solidarity] A third explanation ‘is

‘that the kula provides a dafe arana'For.the reledse of the competitive
naﬁLrea of tha Massim paaple which cauld‘.otharwiae- lead to civil

- '

. ﬁls‘bh‘ption, : ¢

. ‘ L / ‘ - ) it

“The,perspeétive,on how to vstudy 'fhg kula “ﬁFeaentéd in this

P .
# e R B ,h «

thesis is baaed on\Four points. The First point concerns the nature

o

loF ‘the 'kula;l‘_I, argua that the kulé//yl ‘a diFFerent cultural

1natltution~ln eaoh kf the cultural areas. That .ia, there ig no

ty

synthetic totallty that . can ' be called the’ kula.' Ratherifhere is a

collectlon of similar 1nstitutlons located in the Massim. ﬂg ‘auphort'

-;,.

" this view I Brssented empip&cal data (Campbell“(1983a]‘ on Vakpta,

Malinowski (1922] on Omarakana] that shows maJor d1FFerances in thé;

’;natUre;prthe;kUIB’in tWo'importantfparts'oF ﬁhe.Tpobbiand Ialandsk

.

ne

i Tha _sacdnd ipoiht~y_daalan with ffha‘ fhhee tradltional ~kula

‘L 3

;axpléhatlona. Although each oF the explanatlons does explgin same

~ . o~

. 4'. Lo -)

':'aspect QF what could be going on 1n the kula, none oF them, sxngly or

LR

ln any combination, ofFer an adequate°description oF the kula and the j;

(\J

people who operate in it They are 1nadequate- because they have .

lnternalvweaknessea ln logic, they leave data unexplained that they, '

s,'

f should be-kable to haﬁdla, and the& make simpllstic assumptlons that

‘.
i .
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reduce the kula participagts_ to homunculi. “They tend toward an

over-socialized ‘viaw'_ of < people and. an ‘bVarTiEtegrqted Qign‘ of

o . . ,“\\ N

society. An adeqUatpﬂexplanation‘o#vtﬁé3kulé naédé to incorborafe‘an
understanding of how éach kula particfpént uses kﬁleedgb oF:theﬁkulé
to achieve his indiVidual‘goals”and desires. ‘

. 4

The*'third major point concerns the extension ' of standard kula ‘

. . . .- ‘ X L . , | -
' "ethnographic methodology: by’ the agdition of a 'social cognition

‘emphasis. The social‘cognition‘émphas;s is no€ to study cogﬁitlon-és

a psychologist would, but rather'fo_show: hqw'asvériety of‘hotivatidns

,V ; . . N o i s N \ : )
. . . ' . ! Y P N

can co-exist within a given set of cultural constraints. ' The 'social

. -
) . )

édgnition enmphasis could show how the: partlcipantsv manipulété 'thé

"cultural ;nd sfrucfﬁrél rules in a véﬁiety'oF'ways,and‘For a variety,

. o -

of ends because they are’ being influenced by various métivatlonali-\.

factors to strive to aéqéfve qertain goals. Some . of the. motivational

PR » e

,flosce for theiblactiéps will come from legrned cu;tural"coﬁtingéhcibai '

- and ‘some from personal goals and aspirations. If an“é%hnographer'were;

{

“to éolle?f‘ déta' From the‘trahséétﬁhé‘céhéeb ing why they act as they“g

 dq5,new insigﬁ;}}nto éhg gpla“may‘be gaine ,.3iﬁ«ény.éVént, the rules

-

“qF the kula are loose»en6ﬁgh-‘to alléW‘in‘

T — ':V“ L : i Yoo y o
needs and goéals, as well - as ' .Seek fo ‘meet’ their social
: hééﬁonéibilitie#lf-

Z‘Theﬁlasﬁ'majdr,hdihf cohce> ‘  é \haturéT6f‘society, 1?94; thQ 

v

interplay between socxal structu e and 1ndiv1duals.. Hu@aﬁ'bqhaéidbfﬁ“;jf

“shouldanot be viewed only as th producb of. thé; extarnSI;?Féﬁcaa  SF'

e

Viduaisrtdfpursue their own

Factor‘s olaying«ﬂh an’. individ al. Peopla respond ‘l:o each other on the e

basis oF the\ meaning the_

¢ ‘,w

exchange and not in a: sti ulus/response way to th

PR

attach to each other's action in a kula‘.f

‘“action' ltsalF.,,ﬁ'

. 98

“'x'

e

s



éeople construet’the eoclsl warld, ‘then regard their constructidn‘ as
) ,\s " . : I . )

lF lt were ontologlcslly real. ’ Using“a pnoeess'of eecisl cognitlon{‘ o

A ‘ (1 . ' : vy o . o " h [ AT

an individual }elects, processes end‘transferms meanings‘inVlight"oF' '

hlq preeent ;ltuetion,‘ past knewledge,‘snd experlenee;tr‘A‘ pereon )_

N

‘ decides whet slgniFicence the exchsnges wlllv heve‘ fer“hlmf and Ihlsﬂf fd'

1”beheylerel optlons.l' During thip ‘interpretl;e .endl declslonsmeking‘

fﬁrdéess péoble.ere?inFluenpsd‘bendFlQetlensl'Fsctors such as’ their'.
Aneods;Shdbgeels;' - o ﬂ

S :e 'l'fr' ‘ i',/k e | . | |

The perspective that, I put ﬁorwehd in;thls‘ thesis is to treat

T

esch kuls e*dhange as  an exanple ofiicognitively}feemplex _beople,."‘ o
interacting. It is the peoele and not theA kular that have purposes,.s
Qeels, and needs.‘ The people:srev knowledgeable,‘ but Falllble, ‘and o ‘y
vtherejcentbe‘unlntended as well as the fhtended consequences to,their BRI
eEtlens.[rusts een‘be‘eollscted fren people oﬁ{hbwitﬁey;interpre;nwhat‘
'vlsvheepenlné ln-the‘eQEEsnges snd“thelri‘predictidns REOneerning whst

r'wlll trsnspire.. For example, 1t mey be Found that some people ‘who- are

,competitlve are striving to be the bestwkuls‘men-lngtheir srea.. It

: T IR e o
'Amey elso be }Found thst some oF the\ other Zpeople: Who “are less
. e . ' '

Qcompetitlve erefseeking other goals. The ethnographer shbuld gathen,z'v

.

ﬁlnFormetion on the constrelnts the people‘aresrdesllng w1th but he or
‘;ffshe shnuld not stop beFere gathe!&ng, deta_ From_«the,‘tranSactors ' v

SR D

AR ' ‘ Z ' R g
'-wthemselves 1conE”rning‘ their personal : Féellngs,- reactlons, cand:

N: what is going on‘ ln actual exchanges.“ Getherlngi,j gﬁ;,;d

'Llfdete on only the structural er Functional aspects oF the exchange w1ll-v'

TIPS

—'yleld a stetic picture oF the kuls. Thls picture can be brought to :JL‘F?”

¥

{l liFe by Edding th personal perspectlves'~oF the participants and how,\

‘hey ganera 'e'the.‘lr soclel reelltles.
SRt
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‘// Appendix 1: THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE KULA ' .

‘IfInfbrmatioh on ,the‘éarlysﬁistory of the kula is sketchy. It
AR o o n " : o o : "
consist's of,a few yritten‘recordslffém‘the nineteenth century and a
‘ A . o o o ‘ o :
. . ' . ' [ . ‘«-. o )
smal} amount of archaeoclogical work -that . has been carried out around
/ ‘ ‘ , SR = < Vo " A

'

- the Massim area (e.g., Egloff 1971, Lauer 1974 cited in J. Leach

i
/
' !

 .fhe'§;qést actua1 6psébv§fioné‘oF a‘kula exchange igoes‘baék i?S
&éaré and involve . some " 9% the' missidnéEy rééxdgnté‘ oFWtHB‘Méééim
areé:"Theée miséibnarigs nﬁéed that” fhéré' was tfaﬁe in ﬁﬁarﬂs'tusks
for ﬁcbrél" Heok1a¢es‘k+hohassih dgsﬁ}aga qi;ed-in J.‘léééh, 598?23}r;

to

As -far béck‘aé the 168E's'the'Geﬁm§n academic Finsch . [1688:205J210

cited in J. Leach 1983:9) realized that the. materiale traded in these

|

exchanges had soblo—economlc 1mportance, but be did not élabarate on

- '

the‘strﬁcturél pattehn' in the exChanges. In the British Néw Guinea
C ‘ : L . ‘

Annual Report for .1994-5 Rev. Gilmour (cited .in 'Oberoi 1962:2)

—

mentioned the eiisteﬁce of the kula eiéhange system. It was 1in the

~"ea'r'ly ‘19E0's- that Seligmann added con51derable vefhnographic‘ detail‘

. o ' i

;Vabout the téade routes in the east and south of the kulé‘ aréa

1  V(Seligm.~n 8 Strong 19ﬂ6 235 242 347 369 ‘Seligmahn 191ﬂ 225 240)

!

MalinoWski'was;'the First analyst to treat the kula as ‘an institution

- reqqibingqglqséb study., InLtially even he did not treat the kula as.a”

majonWiﬁéfitution 'when he_fﬂas working 1n ;thév Woodlark ,area"'

“(192ﬂ :97- 1ﬂ5 1921 1 15) whiief he was aware of the kula, he. did hot L

-

””Focus on it until his 1922 classic,  Argonauts oF the Western Paclfic.if

.“

i.Mauss (1925], Fortune (1932], Ubero10[1962), and }manyf\oth§r§ ‘§1n¢g7”

& W IR

\fhave all dealt at length with various aspects of the kula.x, L




&

L)

A

on the §r;heaoidgicalfside of khLé

freﬁorta‘that-"withih'the;kulé area itselF,‘there«eré no ekcavatiﬁhs'oﬁ‘

e R ,

" substance." He goes on .to - say that digs have been carried out: in

4
. . . [

'Mallu which is an islénd"aboqt 25 kiib@etérs away from thé western

" boundar'y of the Massim. Icwin (1983:71) states ' that 2008 year old

. oo ‘ A

kylaftypeg‘érmshells and-l necklaces have '\beéﬁ. recovered . dufing

* excavations on_Mailu:‘Egloff {1978:434) has found evidence‘(pottéry

"Cbemains)_ﬁob the attenuation of 'trade between thé Goodeﬁough—mai?land‘~

, .
\ - : 1

‘zone .and the kula-aréa sometime after 150@ AD which shows that' there -

”

have been“lnteractibné"betweén' at least some of the peoples of the

" kula regioﬁ for that long.

L

studies, Irwip (1983:29)
' i . i R .
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