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o war wrltmgs.f'.

v' .\‘

both flctlonal and non-flctlonal Kole Omotoso s

, m 1spa1redw1thCypr1an l-:kwens:.sva:LveLthePeaceto»

__reveal two approaches .to, and deplctlons of “the popullst f

o ',ccmmmty SO MezusBehmdthe g;msm andINCAmebos

.

b.'_me m;z of Sacr1f1c represent the Blafran'v perspective,

B whlle carméntlng cntlcally upon OJukwu's eleventh pr:mc:.ple of

the revolutlon "THE BIAMN REVOLUTION Is OQOE'ITED ’IO CREATING
T'A SOCIE'I'Y NOT 'I'OBKBY CLASS C(NSCIOUSNESS AND CI.ASS ANTAG(NIS)B "

/
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-' Prlsm " and &_as@no_fm_mx

44-.

Wole Soym‘ka s position, as the p:r‘e—m\ment N:.genan mtar i
Ehgllsh ensures the‘.mcluslod of h:Ls wntmgs t.hat anse fran tha

me zmpl:Lc1t structure of th:Ls three part thesm reflects a"

R -lclass—onented soc1a.1 hlerarchy o:xly Saymka s° polltlcal and
: aI'tlstlc creat:.ons 3 successfully negate ' thls lgfﬁrarchy

- Consequently, hls aesthet:.cs care closest to the creatlon of a.rt' v
"works wiuch pos:.t\a umfled m\agmed oommmty of Nigenans :

ol
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'me Nigerian‘CJ.vz.l War ugds ?searmglmpactonme
"consciousness, not Just o:f N1ger1ans ‘but of Afrieans as
_ A:a ‘whole. To the ent:.re contment 1t servedas%\
pa.radJ.gm of -the  agonizing teething p;oblats African
| camtrleshavetoexpenencemtlmprocessofs
.readJusm\entand mthe atteirptto resolvethelrmre |
catastrophlc oolcmal legac1es.- The Afncan wrlter who \
hasmade:.thlsbusmesshotonlyto recordthepmcessv.-
ofchange, hrtalsotoservemhlsompecullarwayas
'Janagent Gf change, wasboundtoreact veryseds1t1vely —
to thls traunatlc confllct COnsequently the nganan
C1v11Warhas glven rlse “to a whofe corpus of new .

| \ _hrt::ve‘lts.‘..--.1

Eldred Duros:[mi Jones' edltorlal :xnclse)(y sxmmanzes the eft#

| of the “ c:|.v:|.1 var on ngenan 11terary att:Ltudes Le 1t also (’7
forms ﬁhe basw for questmns about the effecf veness and
qu.tab:LlJ.ty of the literary prc.:@:ctmn of the l@st flfteen years
Just what are me pecullar way[s]" the wnter acts "ag sn agent
of change‘?" !@t kind of | "sensmlnty" does _the wrlter enploy"

. v,
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g/mrksftmctmnmgmtm,maofartorpohuce' both" Isthe ”

,\, Aol oY, '_" RO ‘..7'_’__._';. B

'andtomaterx{arethemvels-amd? Aret.heseﬁterarym

LY IEE

: 'jeffect of. the writmg therapeut:.c, - pro pagandastzc, descrlptfve,..;f’f‘.*'

; : \-
and thelr mtmgs whl bear dJ.rectly on tbe c1v;.1 War se it
_ cannot ~.pe conmdergd : cqrprehens:.ve or exhaust:.ve study of. R

xm.ufmg ordlvmwe'? 'I'heseamhfoz'ansxgerstothesequestimslﬁﬁ
--vl.svheretmsthesa.slsbased Itisrestnctedtohve mvelists

N:Lgerlan C1v11 War llterature o T "e

The novel‘ls :the sole 11terary %enre represented“here because-.”

;_1t the most soc,1ally relevant and accessxble of all llterary‘
,‘genreJé mthermore, 1t 18 the danmant genre in’ Afrlcan (and .
_v ngenan) L:Lterature at thrs tJ.me ' I agree w1th mlan Kundera
when he says that - | '

-'* -

scmethmgthatcantbesaldany

»“,'other way' But Just what thrs spec:.flcthmgls, ‘it is
f‘._,_‘." verydlfflculttosay You could—say for exanple, thatu |
| .the mvel‘&purposez.snotto descr:.be soc:.ety, because
-",therearecerta;.nlybetterwaysofdomgthat Nordoes |
:.,'_1temsttodescr1be1)J-BtOIY ‘ecause thiat can bedme
e Coby hmtonograpmr, | N_ovehsts are not. here todeno\mcef"f-”.
. stalinism because Solzherutsyn.can do t.hat in- lu.e
| '»Aproclamatlms | But the mvel is' the only wayto“



".~1ntellectual act1v1ty that can’ do wha‘t: the novelf

'-.Although onlyasmgle genre 1s represented J.n ‘this the515 a. ’
o 'uultrtude of poss:.bllltles for the ngera.an oamumty ao surface |

~~
" in the post—war perlod of natJ.onal reoonclllatlep

i
-

L 3 _,.ﬁj’

descrl.be to show to analyze, to peel avaymman‘_“'
"emstencem a‘llltsaspects Idonltseeany-”-

. , L
.acoompllshes The mveldoesntanswerquestlons )
it offers poss1b111t1es ’ And th:l.s 1s prec15ely the

_.,pnncipal notions on whlch our exlstence is. based 2.

\');-

e

':taskof all novellsts to challenge constantly, the o |

Indeed Bened.l.ct Amierson's stutiy of natlonallsm draws

together the llterary product and its soclal purpoee, in terms_ -

| »--that elucxdate Kmxdera s pomt In natlonallsm, Anderson wrltes,

'\/‘

‘o

the searc.hwason for anewvay of lmklng "

'Afraternlty, power and tlme mean.mgfully together )
‘Nottu.ng perhaps more prec1p1tated thls search ‘nor mdeg L

' poss:.ble for rapldly growmg mmbers of people to thmk_. '

1t: more fru1tfu1 than prmt-capltallsm, which made 1t :

about thenselves, and to relate themselves to. others m o

e

;e . A . . ‘ 3

pu:vofoundlynewways 3 vf':

ey



'-Forthe a‘eatlveproductandthedlssenumumoftmtpmduct-to.
pull together a "commmi ty"‘- st:.ll suffer.mg fran the b1tter

' antagomsns and hatred of a fratemal war,thereﬂeedstobe

‘cammcatedmderstamug thegrgerazymed:.uncandothle ob in
& purer,  less biased way than theothermediabecause flctional
:‘plotsandcharacterscan 51t closer to the spir:.t ofevents |
v ‘Ab:.olg Irele, an emment ngenan literary cntlc, bel:.eves that

'.11terature cannot foster the mxiarstandmg requ:Lred by sucha
, 'sen51t:|.ve 1ssue He wr:.tee of wOle Soy:.nka's war wrltmgs that

.=.‘.'-"'I.1teratm._.1s a- poor velncle of - soc1al tlmght and V
hterary Jmages cannot have the same clanty as 1deas
mrkedwtmtheframwor fasocialphllosophy‘

, . : . _-.“

_Ibelleve, thatIrele:.swrong asIhopethefollowmgpageswlll,

/ ‘_4_:‘—

: ,u.uptrate ‘A soc1al phJ.losophy may be clearer m1t1a11y, but as

' "1tsprogramue beccmesdelfledbylts advocates themmnenees of.
its intent will be lost: . the bettennent ‘of mmnity will be

rforgottenbecause mmdsand reeouroeeare concentrateduponthe .
& .

system's (the mst:.tu 3 's) perpetumtlon

"»In llterature hmanity is ever-pu:e@eent'm theweaknessesand
vsu'engthsoflts v151on wh:.ch,.vmre than socnlpha.loeophy

reflect the chaotlc qnd msystematlzed nature of existence



. ' ? -/%— : v..-'__.5'_,-.
. In add:.tlon to the qlxestmn of the appropnateness of
'hteramre a8 ‘a means to inuf:.ed soc:.al dmrelommt is the |
. questlon of aud:.ence mly ten pement of ngena s tJ.on is-

* literate in mghsh stwenty-five kcent hteracy for all of u:e

T mdlgenms languages mcluh.ng mgllsh) Bow mfﬁterature of use

' :when it reaches on.lya snall educated portlcn of the populat:.on?
~ The N1ger1an answer has been, pr:.marlly, tgwr:.te in’ the language_ "
- accessmle to the maJonty' , whether it be the . use. of p1dg1n |
| -‘\sanl-llterate, fomal ar 1magmat1vely creat:we Ehgllsh Frcm the

'tradersofmltshato accatpllshedcraftsmen l:.kechlmxahchebe

o ) " Engllsh 1s the language of choJ.ce because "the works of the vast

- majority (of :f"i

tex;swuo use non-~ world' languages] will be closed |

- % Lo
tothereet‘:ofthev’:orldforever 'mere:.scertamlyagreat

a _-'advantage to mt:mg :|.n ‘a world language "s. | Achebe s stated |
. A\
_ audlence may appear to be overwhelxm.ngly non-ngenan, but that

- vinpresslon fa.lls to take 1nto accamt radio- and’ telemsmn

. " broadcasts of 11terazy mrks as well as other publlc (mcludmg 1

village)readmgs of the works 'To wnte in anmdlgenms,

language (Igbo,, Yoruba or Hausa, \for exanple) v.ou.ld be to 11m:|.t L

cne s ngenan aud:.em:e whlle also mpy.cxtly advancmg a tr:lbal

| "ratherthan anatmnallst consc1wsness Itlsforthlsreason o

. that °the "decolmuers ~of" African llteratuze--dmmelzu,_;,
Q'MlcheMJeme and IhecmzlmMadubm.ke-accept the useof-'

o', .-



Engllsh as a contenporary necesslty. stressing that "M
mterzaammnmortantmdetenmmlgmticalstandardstmn
mere w mglish is a colcmal languaqe and xt -

R |

mmcallytheaﬂyggggf_mggthatdoesmtposeﬂmﬂmt

of mtra-natn.onal colmlallsm/mpenallsm
P S -".\

'mough cultm-al 1npenallsts have used thelanguage

. criterion. a5 ‘a subterfuge for appmprm their

. national literattresmrkdme byperscns franwtside'ff-;v
" their natiom, language - is not the crucial factor in. ' - -
. 'detenmmngthenauonalorregmm literature to whick
o a paxumlar' wark’ belongs. Inclusion wmunamtiomlf'—ﬁ
.-.hterattn'elssamthmgtobedetemmed hyshared--
values and = asswrptions,  world outlook and other
- fundamental  elements of cultm'e-—ethos oin short. :
'}(aume:.zu, 12) PR ' o

mesn.stent w1t.h the decolm:.zars(' concezms\_Jhas beenthe
o~ literary productlv:.ty of Nigerians : The Om.tsha market »
hteraun:a, shich ﬂ,ounshed from the close of ‘the Secona Wcu:ldv-"'_ o
War until the begmm.ng of t.he Nigerian civil War, r_eflected an.
'lmcmscmxs behef in. "stmedasmpuons andahoped | |
ccwatimnty m "mrld outlook"v | ‘l'he Mamst aesthetic:.anf-'
Hikhaii Llfsch:.tz mnerstaxns the desire of the narket traders. w
write when ke asserts | "Artistic mdiﬁcauon of the mrld is . e

cne of the waYs of ass:mlatmg nature Creat:l.va activ:.ty ia?’“ :
S



;themten.alworld 1tz.sapmcessofobjectif1cat1m"7 Inth:.s .

. . - . . ) f . . R -7-_

'merel?onemstanceofareallzatmn ofan 1deaor apurposem

- N . ¥
. processtheearlymltsha panphle are content with asmall

fmancmlgain,solongastheyhadtheopportmutytoed:.:catethe

omnumty mora.lly L. 'nus pedagoglcal mtent' represented an

: ob:ect:.fication of . thelr world v1ew to pmmte the ba51s for ari
feventual conmmal mderstandlm
Federal forces bcmbed Cm.tsha repeatedly durmg the c1v11 5

-

o ‘war, guttmg 1t lullmg or dlsplacing mst of 1ts mhab:.tants
and thus destroymg a maJor eoom:m.c centre and the ﬁrst maJor )

-'creative and distrlbutmg centre of N1ger1an hterature Resear¢h -
.mdertakenbmeDodsmmthel970sshwsthatthe ma.rketwasa, ’

‘g_flong way from returm.ng to 1ts past stature Seventy-five

E 'panphlets pmmanly pre-kar in ongm werel ava:.lable wh:.le only

seven booksellers were ftmct:|.on:|.ng9 'mefactthatfwryptmg.
publlshers Bad moved intp the Qutsha area held scme p:romlse for
: the future however the 1ater success of Hememann s Afncan :
mters Serjes’ (ongmatmg in the md-19605)-—m.1ch :mcludes four

‘of the five. novels to be dJ.scussed-—and of Maom:.llan s Pacesetter .
"_"Senes "(ongmat:.ng m the m1d-19708), seem(sd to have sealed the e

. tmbandanyopportm:Ltyof rev:.tallzmgthechapbooktrad:.tlon =
o memvelsofthe}lemnnandthemcmllanseneshavemet'

mfhemmwssuocess (Ch:l.nua Achebes Ml_&gr_t for ,s.

PENE
Ph



; \. - mstame has sold more than 2 000 000 cop:.es smce lts 5
publ;.catlon in 195810), arfl, under Achebe X tixtelage a8 the

. "blltarary calmmty and canon' ' 'me uajonty of nmal:.sts are of :
‘ “eastern ngera.an (Igbo) g:.n a region that has historic:ally-

.Heinanann Serles Genera.l Echtor have enlarged theNigenan"fﬁ';"

shom a graater wlllmgness for educatlon and the appropnat:.on»of'

R ' _elements of westem technology B ;-,“’ ’»\'"i_f_' - \' -
\ 'l‘heearlynovelsvareaduectwtgrowm&theyztmgfqm :
| | _m(xntsha spec:.flcally Omrian Bcwensl& f Ahe-City.
,(1962) and. w .(1962). " 2s mters'becmm' more”
prof1c1ent, bold experments were underbaken Gahnel Okara 8 mg, €
2// Voice (1970) mtten :3;1 English, but: confornd.ng to the IJaw oral
v ,tradltmn is a  suparb and successful mnpl;“\of such
‘expenmentatlon Thewit:.ngsofdﬂ.rmahdxebemaal amsterful .
'_ .contro]cof mgnsh and of the realist conscmusness ‘that nelps to

"-stmctm-e his novels. M:reover Achebe 8 abllity to creatg the

magmatlve English equ:walent of Igbo proverbs glves his . work a_.
;d:.stmctlvely v 'ncan tezrture o | o |
temn region 2 lnmed nufber of ffora'yé‘.havefbeccj |
@ 'made mtotherealm of novel wntmg primnly by Amos Tutwola .
SR and wOle ka.
Grara?s,._

Yozubaoraltalesandelmmtsofttmirsyntactical |
' patterns wi Ehgh.sh narrat:wes The etmcated institutionally.

'rutuola in a techniqua that carparea.yithf,-f .



euployed eritics had little time, mJ.tJ.ally, for Tutuola. ey
tyed him a  failure, and more, they beheved—-snobb:.shly—-that

| ‘-'mtuola prOJected an magef of . the cute 1gnorant nigger for the
_ 'mld' at large Ot.her cntlcs hava prrcven more’ receptlve to_f
E 'n:twlasmrk 1t15 atleast interestingm itstechmqueand

content }bre recently,, Afncan cntlcs have re-evaluated

| ',_'mmola s mrk fmding that tus corrupt:.on" of mgllsh Sl.utS':

B thei: decolonismg ends because of the ong:i}:al Afncan stanp that
' Soy'mka a 'varbal pyrotechmc:.an" has wntten two novels,

R both qf wh1ch mvest:.gat;a the problems facing his country. ’l’nese‘ ‘

mvals however aremrkedbyt.hen portrayalof ‘the 1nd1v1dual-,‘-

o consciwsness art:lsts as lmunal f:l.gures within the camumty .

) Soyinka 15 by far the most resourceful ngen.an llterary artlst

R Themvelcmtlmxeddevelopmginfom andcontent frcmthe."
ﬁii_i;pubhcatlm of Achebe's Mﬂm (1958), and then w1th
'the advent of the Nigenan ClVll War declmed Accordlng to J P.

i the years 1967-1969 1nc1us1ve the\ rest of black -
E Afnca pmduced twanty-four novels Nigéna Bufra only"

SRR flVe andofﬂzeselatterthemmtyware' thehands,
e ot the publ:.shers before hostil:.tles started. 11



¢ . * . . : :
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‘~Atthewarsclose,andfor severalyeers thereafter fewnovels".
g.‘were mttenorpubhshed.:'rhe masonforthlsvastherole‘
"var:.ousart:.stsplayedmgovernnent(eg TM Alulnowasmnister'.

of Pubhc Works -Western State) dunng the war and":mthe‘

\

reconstmctlm mrk in the post-war period" (0 Flinn 9. Since .'

» 1972 the Hememam Afncan Wnters Ser:.eshaswblishedover;;"

twentf-three novels by ngenans, tms dqes not- m*ltself -'lndicate~

’ are-flounshmg ofthe novel fonn Arevnewof recent llterarx )

: }‘_ productlm show that over - twenty-nme N:Lger:.an works have been

wntten about the c1v11 uar }breover ten mxtoblographles wh:.ch

' 'relate thematl.cally to 'this penod have also been :Ldentifled

Thus altl‘nxghanmderstandabledachm mthe 11teraryoutput of
'Nigenans dunng and inmediately after the c1v11 war 1s ev:l.dent a

-:vmoredwerse amiexcltmg statem theartshas‘developedsmce
Y _

then. Again theua;ontyofthemt:tm hasbeen m'ndertakenby'j»‘-.

'authors of ‘eastern NJ.genan ongm, but the slowly mmber- B
of artlsts £ranother ethnic gmups and anmg mnholds great_ '

pmuse for the future Amored:.versified hterary ccum.m:.ty
that adheres to the social caum.tment found in early N;l.gerian'

’mitingpomts withadvancesinliteracytoale of

mifyjmthecamu:y'sdiversesociaigmxps L i’." o
ﬁevertheless,fhew problens are alteady on the horizm

B PRR



| ".'the sexes (a contentlcus pomt in 1tself and a reaffirmat:.on of

" the polltlcal ggg) wlnle he also eﬁvunons class confllct
. "The g'ulf between the rich anithePOOI‘W:Ldensdally,andtbe
., estranga\ent between the deepens "12 Che pOSSlbllltY ansmg
b.franthe cwilxar llElraturels thatmthmgchanged butth:.s
' vision is a. conservatlve approach ak:Ln to the pollt1c1ans Achebe

‘ depicte mme'l‘rmble w1th N1 '

In the llfe-t:une of many ngenans who stJ.ll exuoy an actJ.ve
polltlcal career, N1ger1a was called 'a mere geographlcal
- expresmon'_' not ‘only by the British.. but evenhyour
' nat:.mallsts' when 1t suited them to retreat :Lnto tribe to
-check their mre successful rivals f@ omer parts of the
country.1? ‘ L '

!'-A

.. 7 .

’ Pmadlchooses toleave ngenaas areumted famlly“ thathas
‘?seemmglyleamed mth:l.ngfranthewar Healsoctnosestoleave

1tasamum,born frcm the uars dlsmptlveness betweenan

‘eastern woman (Alekln) and a northernman (Dansulm)flmt w:.th
',Alekiris new found independence subverted relmqlnshed to
dependence on her nate Dansuku gmpgs_e_ |

.' . .- 11 -" _‘
" Elechi. Amadi, in ms c1v11 war novel. ;nmg_ (1986),
’, ooncludes the c1v11 var w:.t:h.the defeat of wcmen in the battle of

L4

.*'



"-choosesform_e_ngn; hlsthlmmmglssmawhatmrereasmble'.
© “in relatlon to soc1ai cleavages brought about through the
B "hleramhial nature of soc1ety _ Wthere Amad:.s thqxghts‘ereT"'

&

, Lo . e -12-'
"Masstwlﬂ_m_m_m bemnbed by astrame,”‘
) ‘mixture * of des:.re and despair” (_trmgma_ 244,1r|ystress) :
(_'Asmingthepredmmanceofthemrttmnmlesynbolicallyplaces'-
areumted Nz.gen.abackmtothehandsoftheautocratlc_-

mrthemers/mowerenmhtoblameforthecwumr
If Amadi 1s conservatlve polit:.cally .in the conclusmn he

»

emplzc:.t but mmzpported in the early stages of th:.s thesis the ]
. stratiflcatlon of SOCthY has become explic1t in the thes:.s three o _
v_ partstmcture Chapterone ccncen!?ates on. llterature mlts'.; "
}consczms (Omtoso) and tmconsclous (Ekwensl) mam.festatlons for
. the masses, as. it relates to the popular nat:l.cnal cmsc:.wsness-. -

raising efforts of the decolomzers in their aesthetic pa:ogram

"Chapter two mvestigates'mat-is apparently bom:geois v
' 1iterart;ure 15- the novels of !bzu and Am.ebo frcm the perspectlve o

of lxtera}:ure inc],uding several pieces onthecivil mr, t’ran
"Wch&ggggg_Mhasbeen selectedfor extmsivetreatment
sgyzm:ais umamrmd.singabwthisnewsmart, forthishehas

5. Sy
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'b"'beeaattbecentreofacntlcaldebate cnthe Em’opeanhegqmny
' of African " literature.  Soyinka's knowledge | and use of European
“languagesand 11terary f.oms havetyped h:unan elltlst J.th.s o
-detractars'temumlogy . S . _. .

' Aesthet:.cs—-the form and the reasons beh:md 1t—-cquse part
of each discysplon,_ but the enphas:.s in t:hJ.s dl/scuss:Lonls
thmllc and soc:.al What are the separate natlonal pOSSlbllltleS
that arlse° Are there areas aesthetlcally or thematloally, where |

these converge° And is art:.st1c canm.tment as Chmwelzu says,

”

C o a———
o

’-a niaf:ter of ori'entat::io'rvx‘,} a matter of perce1v1ng ‘social e |

’real:l.t:l.es and gf making those perceptions ava'llable in works .

 of.art in order to help prenote &;derstandmg and -

).preservatlonof orchange m, thesoc:.ety/s_,valuesagdrbrns" .

(Chinveizu, 263)2 ° T |

or 1s 1t as Irele :mpl:.es, little more. th?n a thmbled up and |
X

chaotlc express:.on of a mind unable to transcend and obJect:Lfy
soc1al aesthetlc and pol:.tlcal bamdanes’ )

«3
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hd : i

wé are Waiting around for answers and praying

that those who can - Seexthlngs will SOthlmesf.i
.'speak in accents whlch the few of us who read':.
”j_: Engllsh can understand Forﬂwe are, tlred of
| 'betrayals broken pmnlses and _forevverl_ -

- == Ama Ata Aldoo
ot "PoetsandOBtnches
-~ West Africa.2641

(January 13 1968)
40-41.
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’mePopulistcaunmity Kole thoeo's . M: andCypnan
Bnmsi's &n:v:tgtﬂe?_eg ,

‘ 'me group most neglected by &;‘man
intellectuals in Nigenan soc1ety has. been the popullst conm.uuty :.'

. ; el v
of llterate and sanl-llterate mrk:.ng e,’ peasants and

adnuttedbthat hls analys:.s of Afnca ‘had "been focussed an the'
' ¢

: ‘mle of educated Africans. "y Such 'neglect is a ‘common enough_ "

occm'rence,but :Lt:Ls af.allure tothe extentthatalargeand‘
~active- element of the populatlon f:l.nds : 1ts com:rlbutlon -
tmrecorded, its concems, maddressed " True, the educated
profess:.onals haVe been at the fore of 1rﬂeperxdeme mvements and S .
of the mbsequent gorverm\ents of newly mdependent nations; 2 by
it is- false to assume that t.he absence of the "1ower rungs" of
society equates to theiu' pass:.v:u:y and lack of uwolvgnent ‘.For.'
ﬁms reason the efforts of wnters, who depict’ the lives of ‘the .

mssesand whoset outtoaddre.ssthem nustbeseenasanoble ,

step fomarg;-,:',‘me work of these mters should add new mages and

G;_,g.he l!.tarattmeandanewdmenmmto theculturevef, ;\-.‘f
. ~ wﬁcs; in Engllsh about tbe ngerlan C1v11 Warl
speakd:.rd@uyntothls "Tovbrow grmpnnstnotably,hchebes- g
Girls af (1972), anotoso's The t (1972), and Boemsi's

S BT

Eventhe bhrxist hlstorlan Walter Rodneyreluctantly' -



Slmve the Peace (1976) ‘and D1\_r;ded We Stand (1980) They ara o

wntten not only by "lowbrow' authors usmg a popular med:.mto

»."camcatemth the  common mai, 3 butalso byhlghly educated;'-‘_*-
md:.v:.dmals whoseek toaddress torepresent orto influence .-

" the masses. Inthlschapterthemrkofkole Qnotoso whowrltes'-:

o _expl:.c1t1y for the nasses, and’ Cypurian Exwensi.; who hasan,..

exmmg réadership (saleg. of 'his books exceed 640, 0o- copies
' mrldm.de)‘ 'are exanu.ned’ against = a dlscuss:.on of the generai‘
cultural pmgram of the. decolomzers of - Af{kl.can lltemture
‘Further the cultural program s val:.d:.ty mll be tested agamst}

1zu, Jemie and Madubu:.ke -} (the decolomzers) 1deas Are

the most pertment to date, in relatlon to the Afncan masses‘ SN

'becausetheybela.evethat ",' “_ T \

(AN S

'europhllla, and towean '} frcmthe neo—coloniallst- '

lSegmyof Em‘opeancultura w:uldbe togeneratean.

| extenswe Afncan axxheme, a natlonalist, rlght-mmded
. methatwwldd:.splacetheﬂestem almencefmn j_.ts‘
' ,msmlous pos:l.tlon as the primry audlence of Afr:.can _‘

_ e mters (aximvelzu e’t al, 292)

the n\ost effect:.ve way ' cure Lwnters] of the:.r o

AN
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‘l'he creatlm of such an\aud.l.ence is dependent upon mass publxc
educat:.ax and on the abJ.l:Lty of the llterary(‘artlst to relate m

'~)ﬂ1econcernsofthemass_es ReadarshJ.p a.nda cambngroundarg

\
they are v1ewed as "sell—outs" to theJ.r former European colomal

- j - masters Thus the decolomzers self—appomted task 1s' "to probe

the waye a@d means. whereby Westem mpena.llsm has mamtamed 1ts
hegemﬁny cver Afncan hterature N (Chmwelzu et al x:L) ‘I’hey

.dlscem the hegemony to emanate fmm the Afncan wrlter s use of .

'allen fcrms, such as the n&el and so they call forthe"

1ncorporat10n of known Afrlcan forms orallty for mstance, 1nto
‘theworkofart Cr s e )

v
- . “ S . Y
. X . . . A . ., B 8 3
: - ~ . . A . .
. “ .. . .

o If the par:.ty bet'keen the oraI mode and the wrltten mode
D 'bf narrat:.ve is acknowledged and 1f the rec1proc1ty
'between oral and : wrltten flctlonal forms ' vis

:forms concepts o abstracted fran “the - -'oral-"

| tradltlon (Chmwel(zgx et al, 35).

AR

CT famillar, while the wrlter-—freed from European forms and the

the requlsltes The e11te are excluded fmn thls program because '

.

) _acknowledged we £ee no' dangerlrll applymg to wrltten \
In this way . the reader 1s offered saneth:.ng culturally
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_ Ifthe Afncanwnter contimxestoworkw:.thmthemropeanf-'.”
‘_j'»tradltlm, then the deoolcmizeré clalm she/he demes lu.s/her‘

[becauseof]thevalues 1turges uponlts readers 1mpl1c1tlyas

carmntaryonthlspomt Bell wntes that N

e

theratm'els pouerfuland dangerous Itcanglveus

s .vays of seemg wluch mten51fy our expenence, but it

1deology therem—-may begln experimentmg anewfrtm w1th1n t).'Ls
";fandh:speoplesomtxadltmn | | |

‘.h:.story and people ;‘ A work of artlsmorethan ‘purecraf.t:j

, well as expllc1tly" (Ch:.nwelzu et al 140) Consequently Eumpean | o
-4formsw:|.llenbodynnopean values,unless theforms arechanged
o and brought mto the Afncan trad:l.tlon in lltarary hybrlds and :"

syntheses v Ian Bell s oomnents on lltt}arature offer luc1d: =

can also dJ.stort and lmutmmviewofourselvesandf

',others : In 11terature ‘a8 in all reposltorles of', :

o Jmages, our culture has fabncated an authonzad versmn : c

. of 1tself seekmg to subdue 1ts mtemal contrad:.ct:.ons

o '-mages of 1ts oonst:.tuent grcmps Sometmes these_’
_' mges are 8o radically dlstortfed that they pu:oduce}_ _
: mdeepread reszstame, but more\ /often they 811p by". o |

and volatlhty by oonsohdatmg a restncted menu of" o

| i’_mmot:.ced and ma:.nta:m the:Lr stealthy v1g11ameover.~‘ . B

: La .



i Inrespmsetothed:.storted szsz.on mropean forn's andcntlcs
vhave cneated (that 1s acoonhng to the deoolmlzers), C:hz.maelzu et o

'alhavabulltanaesthetlc program ﬂaat they hope w111return

Afncan llterature to gu of her peoples G)ngh oamutment cth.ch?

15 orlented to "soc1al reaI:.tJ.es," )
socz.etY 18 "germane to the concergdik - his oontmmty-"} (Cl_unv.elzu
‘et al, 252) PR | el

. 'Iheaesthetlcsof Chn.mam et al center on s:.xpomts

| -Fifﬂt,{ the. luc:1d1ty, ‘precise and apt imagery, asmllastm',:
- :relatlvely mconphcated syntaxof orature (oral llterature) are':_' i
oarmended (247) Seoond an' eff1c1ency m "'structure and»

:Ln the wnter s v151on of

loglst:.cs" is reqm.red tp enable the content of the narratlve to

'_ reach the reader w1th a mm:mum of dlversmn Nevertheless, some
' dlvergence is | acceptable '- vihen -it;f "leads to fellcz.tous
. 'melllfluous and apt expressmn," w1thout negatlvely affectmg the_ P

'flow of the narratlve. : S:um.larly, tg enhmme conprehensmn, "

persmifgtlo/nj:f ammals, de1t1es and ghouls evokes t.hem more

contributian. . toward " ra:.smg our oonscmusness"' (247-48)

is made menorable by "1ts fldellty to trad:.t:.onal forms azmd"

vividly than an abstract presentatlon" ( 247) Flf.thly, the work

themes, ‘the J.mportance of [the] socJ.a.l ‘issues... and[lts]'

« T

g



—

'Justifled in a:elatlon to-.a. well-ed:.lcated

..‘-20-'.. 5

assacrosanct[therefore] 1tallomfortheevolut1mofnswfomsf,.” P

thrmgh adaptatlons from the old" (258)

_' It would appea.r frcm the forego:mg 1ist that S’&nley Macebuh'_
1s jUStlfled when he calls the deoolmlzers aesthatlc program o

,:Lastly, t'.hemrk"nust captureand recreatethe tone flavor and _:
:'textureof 1ifemoursociety [fou:theeaseofoamehenszon of]

"'_4for cnt:.cal roahsm"'because 1t does not spa:eadaglossof-:f"-'f-'v

; ,"sancutymthepast[andzt] preventsus fruntreatmgemtplars -
RO

mto questlon moebuh ms:.sts thatf'they present "aqtnte_”

’ ooncern, then "what is the meam.ng of tradltion, and wvhat

'amﬂated"" (Macebuh 206) mule Macebuh's cntlcmare

"oqastncted notlm of the pnnc:.ple of 'aesthex:lc pleasure'.-f‘-.'."?“ L

. Indedd, hhentheyldenufy “the qualities “of the. oral tragition
| that should be euulated in good cmteupom-y Afncan poetry fand’
: 'f1ct1on], it l:umts 1tself to reommendations of gg_g_m;gp_e" |
,(mcenm 26,‘h188tress) And,ifteclmque mtnen-oxuy:;‘

' essentlal Justlflcatlons may wo fmd for reoaurandmg t:hat 1t be

',hipandfor a o

"-ngmy daveloped literary (rathea: than oral}f;;oumlmty (uxose‘_“

A

*Africansmo areable toreadWoleSoy:.nkasmtaPhYBlcalmrks‘

.",for instanoe hm'ksthat!hoemhlsdefendmg) ﬂxaya.resansvhat

T,anissm rolat:.mto-thedeoolmim statedaim Theywish



v'clearthe butshesa&fJ stakeout newfamdat:.ons forallberated‘_-\
African modarmty" (Chmwelzu et .al. 1),. mth the broadest. '

"-Ag possible&fg_alnlencemmmd ‘ 'l'heirmtent mmrelmted"

than Macabuh or the decolomzers themselves, would sean to allow{
Vhere mcebuh'defends Sonnka against the lmltatlons Chmwelzu ot
al would mpose on hJs ablhtlestom:leupmmrld 11terary |

e foms, the d.ecolomzers prcmote the re-affunatlon of a wldespread =

. ";‘fn g’gonal hterature 'J.‘he succeSs of the posu.we aspects of the

decolonizat:.on program mgnt eventually le_ad »_ -t_c "a world
m’:derstandmg and camunion w:.th less fortunate .'(i..e.‘, ‘
educatmnally and pmfess:.onally) nge:‘:.ans For the moment o
tmaver, meumellmmwmepomlmtuﬁ‘r}sof_ R

Toldm thethlrd person thosos Thecanbat" 1sset1n.'.,‘»
Westem N:Lger:l.a, dm::.ng the hamattan (a dzy wmd th.ch blowsv'
dunng wmter on the w. Afncan coast), ‘the action covers - ..six[f
days (rmday through Saturday),: and concerns: the n'otlvatlon and
preparatlm for a canbat between twc fnends (tmlm Debe . one of '
thetm pmtaqom.sts aval:enstqthednms19nalonRadloN1gena )




t:o the - gmmd floar of their four—mned bulldmg He i o

"l-"vcouectedthemcketand»;antto thewell umnegot
totbewellhesawthatojohadleftsanemterforhm
‘Heelptledthewatermtomwcetand camed:.tto

4 the banbop bathrocm | amlmtookoffmswmpperam
P 'Tspread it to cover the entrance t5 the bmuuxxnn(zng

! Combat 2) af-"jf} 3 ee_~ Lo g :v;~ ;

L

Qnotoeo cmtmzes u? ttu.s pamstaklngly reallstlc vem to describe
'che physlcallty of Chuku hJ.s surrcxmdings and his aa:LlY ntuals

The pomt 1s';%o (re)famllanze the reader w1th hJ.s/her world
g

andtbesequememmlch theyareperfomed
cond1tz.cnsthereadertothemdeofnarrat1veducourse 1t15a

world that we can :thabit because of 1ts fam:.lmity It 15 a —_

response to the decolm:.zers' call for therecreatimofthe

S "tone flavor and text&e of l:Lfe in our socletY" (Chinweizu ‘zt
al 248) C:tmku dresses and leaves the house but mmediately

retmnsbecausehehasforgotten hls car keYB and has 1efta
candlebuming(3) Suchasllghtflawmcharacterezﬁearscnnﬂm
:tous nakeshimmrereal becausewehaveexperienced thistype
offoq:getﬁﬂmssourselves Lo e
Leava.ng the house Clmlm mlkstchlsblackm!ﬁ.mr
.vtu.ch\he r1tua11y cleans am ‘then dnves to a brealcfast;‘ stall At

3.

L)



thestall weenoounter ntual actm--themalnngandoonstmhgof‘

‘I‘ne boy produced a glass cup he neld the kettle :mf"_ ;-

' his nght hand and tbe glass m the left tlltlng the .
spoutof the kettle mto the glass and allowmg the_'

) (

._._glasswasalmstfull to the hnm he put downthe.

s '-yellow l1qu1d to cascade mto ‘the. glass When the

' '»"kettle and brought out another glass Then he started . '

,-"‘_topotmtheccmtentsofthe flrst glass' cupf:.rst into

an:lthenmtotheother ofthetwo glasses"‘
."‘-.Satlsfledthattheteawas now ready for drmkmghe
offeredlt tocmﬂm whotook theglass Heblewsane;
o vapmrmthesurfaceoftheglassanddrankthe team
/\onego 'I‘he boystood merehewas waitlng lmowmg_'
thatannmneededmrethanone glassof teaa:fterhls...
'5_-breakfast (5) PO T

[ S -

'me boy 8 knowledge remforces our sense of the hab1tual nature of
ot act1vity Mﬁr because tne ntual is unbroken Chulcu

o mnntams hJ.B sleepy mcmscmus pmgress through the day He- .
: fa:.ls to respond to the stnxtmg mws-vexﬂor Ccup d'etat m
Lagoe Alnntolals dead' Sardatmalsdead" 'meeoldlers have
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o m,..... (5)..because he is, as 5 ig:his- habit, looking ahead

_"mthe backpages [ofthe newspaper]t;o seewhatthetlpeforf, |

.:_nextSatl.lrdaysUK gameswerelike"bl() Unbtokenmmthasl‘{

B pa:o@ucedan axékened msouma‘ in Clmlm (thereaderCanldantJ.fy_"‘-e

: 1t as his/her cwn) that prevents him fran reactmg to dramt:.c-' 3

_‘.:'.changés in the governnent@ m hlstury Because events have not_ o

'yetmpmged\upon Chukus om crdenng of hls 11fe, _theygo- ‘
unnot:.ced ' ' ’

——

'64’5,»

And 80 Ctmlm dnves off to t'.he’rexaco statlonmerehis_‘."*

'fnendOJoDada )works 'me story. bx;eﬂcs off fcr abnef_ SR

' tdescnptlcnof thegeneral decayofthemcedssertedstatmn,‘ _
. jpmcess wh:.ch 010 has slowed dom Tlus s:.tuatlm parallels the '

_ state of the’ bookshop across ‘the street, which "vas called-'

. saneth.mg elsethesedaYsbutmbodyremeuberedtheneham It: |
was ' the. QB Bookshop AndtheQBBod-:shopzt renuined" (6) B

.vHablt 'me're:pcostatlm, too, remains 1ts fomer self because
it retaJ.ns its form in- t.hepeoplescmscimsness OJé Tike

Chuku maffectedbyfom,bymeshapeorseque:mofeventsam,

T obJects rather than by events thatselves . Cluku s questioned by.

'-I"_OJO abo"tthegg_.;g andh:.s responsez.s that it isnme ofh:.s:-;*‘v
'z'busmess (8) OJO berate’isannmforhisapathy, butneverrefers
'ftgthegggpagam 'meh;storicaleventhasbecane JuSt"another"'

"3(10), amther mtangxble evem: fm: tban Their apathy”

‘-*i_i' o
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' .BlafranWar mnu.matum signiflcant mlybecauSe Lthamegsto""‘ a

| C&mlm ‘his mrm.ngpre—work rituals canplete, got’

| taxi, r"put the geer mt:o reverse, slappmg ha.s'foot',‘ )
accelarator “The car roared baclnérﬂs held: ﬁupm Eot only .a‘ﬁa

- fractlonof amlm.lte It msIsaacsbodythatheldmup for

" the fraction of a mmute"(13) ®  Unvittingly, butnevertheless. :
vthrmgh negl:.gence thrmgh a fallum to mvolve hJ.mself totally_

»imhlseuv:.mm\ent Clmlmhaskllled ormamed Isaac AsBalogun

observes, "Wlthmt warnmg real:.ty 1s replaced with fantasy" E

"(115) Fantasy pcr:edanmates now becaiise OJOvaps onhlsSolex'-_'_'_*‘ ‘

scooterand chasesanﬂmacrosstmm, eventually confrontmghm ’

"Mamanabsm'dz.stmaxmer ’t
\'v'erethecmemJ.smmzbleCD' i
| 'Waten I do now?! . - S
:_;".n'ymranoverthatboy' | -
'Does it matter what boy? You run FIE

e oversomebody That's whats mportant ! (13)
'Ywnustqobackandapologlzeformatycuve
o done, ' OJO Dada kept on insmtmg (14)



“"moessztatesanmu'eahstlcrespmsetoevents Ne:.thetc}mcter
"tconcernsmnself wit:h Isaac' cond:.tion,thomedfcran

__'YmuustapologlzeforitorelseImnot
','gomgtnllvemthesmhwsemthyw
"émealtezmtivam

B : cuﬂmDebelookedathJ.sfnendandfmmed

- o S what was the alternativa" He was still

‘cmvincedthathlsfnendmstbeﬁmd buthe

'-'mggettmgangzymw nedmmtm«abeing
_heldugsoearl%inmemek N T
"ButtwvasmtreadytoacceptﬂmttBhadA
nmovaranybod’p m:evenlfhehad to
v-'apologizefcrlt

\Or else you mst accept my challenge to
i . smgle canbat' (15) | o
® e i,i'-;"' R |

'metransn.tlm fmm real:.ty to far;tasy is not'- "elus:.ve" a8
Baloglm suggests (1153,}them wadefm:.tebreakintherealmv“'
atthlspoint and subseél:entlythe fantasucor abs\mdwlubef}
harnessed cmto what real:.ty renams _ And qhis:Lsmerethe“
tbeuaucbreaktakesplacer for to enter an M fantastical

phase which will permlt thedevalopmntoftheBiafranttm

aﬂ:ulanca andsocn_mecnmmautomasf'

R R



'particularlycallous,becauseltxsonlydoneforfomssake the

.,,forml code of oouiuct of‘the men. anotoso allenates the reader

-

: fran botm men byt u'om.cally mdercuttmg theJ.r pos1tlons and s/he

)

nust read\}'he allegory in a dlspassn.mate, b\;t-*morally helghtened 7

- 27 -.' ;

way, thebod$ is a persistentremmde: tothe readerthatm

u»alhmgfort.hemam events/he wn.llmss the smaller— no
,'1ess mportant—-events _ _l. _ " '

D1eter Rlanensctmelder has mdlcated that from the hlt-and-
‘runmc1dentmthe o . ‘.‘

*

charactersaremtmde to mteract asmd1v1dua.'ls'

SR  but as. analogles or symbols This enables ‘the -

novelist. . X convey an :Lnslght into ,;undamentals [for

emple the] short sxghtedness, nghteousness and lack
"ofmmxalmxierstanding of human bemgs as themot
causes of the].r quarrel ’

® e \

Rlelllensclmelder 8 criticism is ‘an astute assessment} of The
’ m s S, for the story never - falls into’ a "mere
—¢ &

' pu:esentatlm of ideas u (R:l.emenschneldar 84) smply becausé the
»hreaderismverallwedtoforgetthatthe charactersarehls/her'
- reptesmtat:.ves - We idant:.fy thh the s1tuat1<ms, and through

| than becam aware of ‘our act:l.ons _ ,qutenschnelder »fu:ther

xS -

~
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suggests that at first the"quarrel between tv.o fnends appears to"_ L

.--28 -

be a moral questmn only" (84) It is a moral questlon,fbut notl‘

3l’one that will be resolved by an admssim of fault and an apology

_)forboﬂ:paruesaresoenpty ofhfe that‘they cannotthinkto'

‘:_-’ald Isaac; raéher they mstp\msueacourseoffurtherklllmg,'

':an act presumably, that asserts the:Lr indiv:.&nl mnmod In'_' |

the closmg pages of hJ.s artlcle,. Riemenschhe:.der surmanly

: constructs arepresentat:.mal plcture ofthebook . s
‘The mteractlon of these persona 1s a[s] sunple as 1t is
‘conv:mcmg w:Lth the two nenrepresmtmgquarrellmg‘:
o parties in Nigeria, their son the young Nigerian state. |
v and his notherwthe ngenan nat:.on (RJ.emenschneJ.der ;

a4y R
"\',', C ' The

\

'Tm.s conmentary creates the mpress:.m that 1deas not people,

 at the centre of the dlscusslon, }:hat there is no’ mteractlon of

characters onlyof :i.cleasm However as_‘R:LanenscmeJ.derhas
I_stated » | |

. .v/.?\_
'-;tobeamoralquestlmonly .it.  turns omzlaterthat

Wluleat flrstthe qm::relbetwemtmfnendsappears

both of than have claJ.med[Isaac]astheirsmsmce

’
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R - R
b:l.rth but tbat the oourt had never arnved at a’ |

tes@ctoxy dec1s:.on (Rlemehschneider 84)

In hJ.S retum to - mned:.ateln.manooncems thosodgjblesthee

power of his allegory o we accept the reallstlc s:.tuatlon, but

'drawa y frcmthe callousnesc;‘ v.e/aeflectupmtheabsurdltyof-'.
thesocalrelatlonsas theygmw m(mock) herolcpmportlons,.H

: and through our J.mpllcation : our early 1dent1ty and J.nvolvement v
:reallze that the md1v1dual-no mtter how see!k.mgly 1n51gn1f1cant |

hJ.s pos:.tlon-—always oontr:.butes to the course the larger
| OJoamileo.xgoofftoLagosmsearchofspmsorsforthelr”
'caﬁbat Inthe truck they "occup].ed separate benches" (19), the.

: phys:tcal separatlm enphas:.z;ng the separatlon in the:.r country, »
'separat:l.on th.ch will soon endﬁﬁﬂwever engroseed :Lnt'.helr )
g personalhlstozy thefonner fnends lgnoreoammzalhlstory |

OJO did not waste tlme on the front page wluch was taken
'up canpletely by a headl:me to the effect that peace was

hawhe cculde\*er beconcenxedpersonallymtms(The
- Conbat, 19). | .

. soon to return to Nzgerla NaturallY Ojo dia not 597/_\,
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- 'I‘heu'onylsnotonlythatcjoandamlmam persomllynmlved,
m that 4\the}( arg’a@o/m thepr&essofrekmdlingalarger

'confhc: ' The combat. is advertised in the newspaperandh‘ucks
arelald onto transportpeople frcmLagos (19); OJoDadaseeks -

: andga:.ns sponsorshlp fmm the South Afru:ans (30) marotoso N
cancatures (27-8), Chulm Debe " smularly, rece;ves externql ~a1d A
 from the Russians (37) 'nms oﬁotoeo draws mtpenal mtervérnon .

mtothecammmansaffa:rsatttmcostofmgenasa

. the. future The engagement the decolomzers emptms:.ze 18 now
"‘fully present for thoso m/makmg a ccntn.butlon ralsmg the
: conscmusmss of the masses to the role of mperxallsm in. ngena, |
‘ and its relatmnshlp to every man (ChJ.nwelzu et al, 248)"* |
'Perhaps theleastdamunglessonleamedlswrtoogreat

"-concemmthsports Remenber Ctmlm1gnoresthemofthem

in favour of the sports pages (5),‘1ater, the ccmbat‘/J.s advertlsed

-‘mthe spormsectlm(m),‘andfmally, theITV andtheBBC
a vvnegotlate to cover the combat gseeing it as a possible "Match of. |
B 't.heDay"'(SS) Elechi Amadi shaves this pergeption otfhewar“

seemg mternatmnal observers as mferees Extendmg the sat:.re

of catbat ‘as enterta:.mmt out.s‘lde of ngena, m thlsmy,

“ ﬁermtsamtoso tomphcate alarger oarmm:.tymevents more 1
"‘7mterestmpeacebymtslders could probably have stoppedthe
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.:the assoc:.atlcn of the two menm.th )bm. (Dee bhdam) 1s sklllfully.
| ".mtemven’wlth the na.rratlve that leads to the ccnbat AgaJ.n,
Qnotuo 5 pm'pose 1s to. draw cmumctlons between the" act:.on(s) of
an:.ndlv:l.dual andthose ofa natlon Att:hehearmgtodec:.de__
‘ -fatherhood negotlatlons fall 11 V | iy
_.OJO Dada was- to have the child...[blut...(t]he other man
| 'mstotakeneemdamandcodmnmgtneywmndprom@f

'l‘henarratlve lmeconcemmgthepatmtyofthechlldand. i

 their own ChJ.ld ar cluldren . swap\was a

poss:.billty, but] [t]here was hardly anytlung concrete -
‘.'on whlch to- base theu: negdtlatlons (47 49)

o
1";" .

Alt]mgh the pOSSlbllltY of a ﬁeaceful resolutlon is- avallable, |
- r°ne1ther the son nor Deé Madam 1s present mother and son (nat::Lon

- '.vandstate) are’ lost (althotxgh in po:.ntmg to. theu:‘ abserce, .

' Omotoso  makes sure ';e'f.':;. their presence ‘in the readers. =
.'}\.conscmusness) because time has ,‘ not been glven to the ‘
oonslderatlon of these larger concerns 1z E In tlus way, we are'
prepared for further cr1t1c1sm .of the men s (OJO and Chtﬂm/Govm :

and OJukwu) self-centeredness ' "Is there any truth 1n the ,

th&t nelther ofyou 1sgomg to f:.ght mtthat youm.]lbo )

choose sane mfortmate men to flght for yod'?" (71) And thl}the S

r




~

tbmght of others f:x.ghtmg the battle, m add:.tlon tc . our

renadn-ancethat theson Jsmssmg andthathewlsaac(?&),?
the full force of the bzblzcal alluslon is brought home v Isaac'

‘ wasneversupposedtohavebeensacriflcedbyhlsfather 1tmsev".7

testfmmlchbothweretoretumallve andreassured intheirf
‘comnctlms about good and falth trust. But "afterallthe;’:_

publlc posttmestheyhadtaken [these fathers ‘as. well asthe o

, counterparts m the govemnent] had very llttle room to manoeuvre—
lnpnvate" (80) o B

‘ Isaac dles un.etly, and alone, free from ' ”want" wlth_l:)i
"’[n]otlung to do Just nothmg (85) The only peace for me‘ D

Chlld is mdeath (as 1515 for the state for failureto struggle k

or subuu.ssmn is “what ' death z.mplles) So throughnegative‘_f"“'

argunentand 1mage, amtoso ‘ghows that fozr any ocunumtyto

surv1ve there uust be a constant attentlon to detalls, an o

awakemng frcm sleep

We never see the combat | Instead we are left with the

satincally p.mgent p1cture of Dee Madam holding a tenth blrthdayz'f

partyforthe well—dressed but npe, oorpse of Isaac The S

= guests, Unable to bear the smell of death' "ran out to the:Lr cars Do

“anddroveavaytothecmbat 'Ihey allwanted tobe mat the 8

' k111“ (88) 'I‘he contrad:.ctozy nature of the guests' response isﬂif

atthecoreofamtososattack they cannotstand thepresence
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of death espec:.ally when 1t Qttacks the1r senses, yet ﬂ'xey o '

depart nottoescapeortoreflectupmdeath but ' ncarmxsly,'.

tonew theprocess bywh:.ch deathlsattamed ;'I'hedupllc:Lty“

'v-_fwmimtheactlonsoftheguestsmhammedmm forDeemdamg:‘
"...returned to the body, l:.ftedlt,andplaced it on the back
 seat. stmgotbemnde:emelaxgdmveofftomds&credneartﬂ"
‘:'.Schoolto watch the cambat" (88).  The mother drives, with dead
child, tothesceneofconfllct mereher loverand thechlld' o

'ﬂ_"‘;father may be killed.’ ‘ Her action is the trore demeamng because

.shegoesnottostopthe fight, but rather"'to watch" i -Noone

vants to concern hlmself w1th thetragedybeforehm allare.'

Y

.passwe and thereby unreflectlvely and mmtt:mgly, enter_ mto:: o '_

‘life' next tragedy

: 'l‘heCanbat teaches that thethmghtless natureofall but .

o especlally unfanul;ar and va.olent actlons nust be checked The .

m& is not "absolutely false a oomplete fallure :Ln tone (see

Den-Sav, 53), as Grotoso vould - have  us believe, for hehas

-;p..,.'ur:l.tten "only about. that wh:.ch he Imows well and is siilled enough
to handle well" (Chinwezzu et al, 253)  Here,- Qnotoso refgcts s

MnJor Adelroyega 8 pomt about the success of the Jaxmazy 1966 ggp‘ o

Q.ﬁ& mlchhedescnbesas a revolutlon "The tlu.rvdnajorhv"’

’ ,_achlevement of the revolut:l.on was that 1t Jerked the natlon fran " 1

fits M_ﬂsmg and naivete."13 " It s’ thlslast_'

e i,
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aocaxphshmnt that pexmts thoso to enllst “the reader'

and suffermg for others" (Balogun 110) = Qm@toso 8- readar learhs

about h:l.m/hersalf in the mvamnt frcm m:.croscoplc to macroscoplc o o

'relmnsof wharethis awakenmgofthepeoplescmsclousnessto

jmelrmportamemmmyml léad, aswll a8 whather °“‘°t
ltwulbeanendurmgeffect L e e T
| lbddoesomtososworkfaremrelatlmmtlledecolmers'

program, andarethere anymncisms oftheu mamﬂ“tm

- Cmbat unve:.ls’ Both Ctmtnso and the decolomzers seek art forns

that evoke the atmosphare of the spc:.ety deplcted m M’
Qnotoso succeeds S:Lmlarly t.bbory and fn:acticp um.te when t.he"
wnter is engaged m the lssms h1.8 caunmity faces Pmblems

arise nevartheless, m the area of language andteckmiqm

SYﬂPathy fortbemtched v:u:t:mm ourm:.dst atthe sametiiﬁe
- :.’.thathe provokesthereader'smthagamsttmsemcauseam!_

- events in th:Ls reallstlc-allegonc ncvel . But thequestM' =

‘thosodesmbesthemeansmereby he attenpts to w:;h amass B

“v J~~J

- :','-Afncan readerslup for 'l_‘l'g CA\'A&_- T PR N -,

S . ‘
,.'c . -

s

..S]_nle,CJ,ty of language and of techmque 18 one of the
.  most. : mportant charact:enst:.cs of any uterature ‘“’39 .
appeal uust be tbe masses o the pedple Other
| charactanstlcs are\that such a literaturd lmst be( bg:ieff?" L

',;.
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. These v1ews -reflﬁt t.he deoolonize:s tenets i‘here is a sense
'_t_hmgh m wluch the v1ews e:;pressed whlle tahﬁg»moef'accmmt the
N severe educat:.oznal problens Afrlcan soe:.ety‘m an harogeneous

| pan—Afncan sense) faoq( are condescendmg Presunably, to use
'.:_-_Aconplexlty of form and of 1deas is to create a mrk that 11es

'ov:"beyondthereachofthesepeople 14 Restramt*on cost 1sone l’

matter, bm: restramt on challenge cm J.ntellectual st:mulat:.
_"‘whlch produoes 1ts ‘own good soc1al results--ls qu:Lte another Th:.s '
| latter point reflects a fallmg in the deoolom.zers program and
toalesser extent monotososnovel o B B
.' ' Qnotoso s add:.t:.on of brev:.ty as a crlte:r::l.a for. popullst
: 'vflction creates 1ts own problems At a br:.ef elghty-elght pages
'Mlsbarelyamvel andthatverybrevu.ty hasleftscme
of its oon,stltuent parts unexplained. These parts create ,ii
puzzlement in the teadef: Isaac for mstance, fmds a penny that
| "he [does] not know.. .[i8] no longer legal tender"(lO) He cleans
\theoomandgoesofftobuyfood choosmgabusystallmerethe
womn "mlght not, w1th soffe luck check 1£ the mney [1s] good or
"not"(ll) IfIsaac doesnot knowthat themoney 1snolonger'
‘ 'legal tender thenépmy should thena.rrator suggest that it 1s wise

--.totryabusystaxﬁ"‘ Qnotoso mhlssearchforhrevu.ty,doesmt - )

- o R ) i

3
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. - fulflll hJ.s obi:,gatlon to' produce a loglcally coherent narrat:.ve j}v 1,{«'.1 :

' narrative_ and fmally quest:l.ons the author and -the valld:.ty of‘. '

h -llstener to puzzle 1t out, :Lnterrupts his;-attentmn, and ',_ T
makestum losepart ofthe tellmg Weseenoreasmf" _
vhy. these v1rtues of orature should e abandoned m

B 11terature (Ch:.nwelzu ot al 247)

\ _.' ! - - R

- thoso lundered the loglc at one pomt ‘in lus narratlve,hn.s
mages gr:.nd 1t to a halt J.n other places There are omtextually

'ﬂ-lrrelevant J.mages for mstance, that foroe the reader to‘ "puzzle . 3
. f{lt out" mtlmt gammg amr'dung more’ frun&e\zan:at:.ve. onotoso; :

He Clﬁ‘- the bread mto four almost equal parts he slit
oux the middle, then he

eachpartagammtwo

*

PR
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.-,':msertedtwo akaraballs andclosa thetmhalves on"

»‘"the akara 'l‘tus was hJ.s samiw:.ch—-flrst paqe hread N
secondpageakara andthlrdpagebread orsmlyakara-"y.,_"
int hard-back (4) TR "

.

: 7","'meoverallsenseof'1hec<:mbatlsnot lost:m thetellmghere

;for the narratlve 1s m book form, and 50 11: 1s al ys avallable.

o for refereme Nevertheless ‘the quoted passage seems s:.gmflcant o

¥ _,'inamtaflctlonalvay, thereaderpuzzlesoverthe:.mageand at

. best reallzes that the story has the same’ nourishing value as .

'food ' Not uuch is . gamed for ‘the loss of fluldltymthe“;
‘unravellmg of the tale Indeed the message that the masses

'vshould awaken to the s:.gm.flcance of t:h:en:J role w1thmthe_j'.“'

_.natlons past present and future 1s bellttled by such

= »narcmsmtn: mtms:Lons

. 'The decolomzers have an allymKoleQnotosobecausehls,—

mrk reflects the valldlty of thelr theory m its practlcal _1
\appllcatmn 'Ihe relatively small (ms:.gmfn.cant") sales of The o
f , »-’m; (11 437 cop:.es sold when 1t went out of prmt) however -v‘»

v_‘glvepausefor thought SGmthmgappearstohavegmxemf
because the  mass African readershlp, - foro \duch the

decolcmzatlmtheory wasproduced hasmtrespmded Forthls
j-reason, canan Bmms:. s novel S_U_IXL_M“ abest—



e j"_utterance "I am an Ibo" is also restrict:.va, for othar ttadltlons'_', o

- ( [

seller has been chosen to- extend cnt:.que ofpopul:.gt"'
'.‘j‘_flctl@dlrectedtowardanauonal culture R R /

o Ekwans:. offers oolrplementary .and yet oontrad:.ctory,’-"’ E
statements about the oamumty he mhab:.ts alt.bough 1t is very "‘

o 'dsfmltely Afmé:entered When he states, “before the civ1€. war,

R 4 am an Ibo "7 he mvolses Bpeczfic &adltlms as wall as av-". )
| spec1f1c, ordered mrld—new 'rranscnbm that culture 8 Oral-
_trad;tlm and translatmg 1t mto a world language (m his earlY_
| ""Qutsha pamphlets) he reveals a sense of pnde in h18 hentage, o v_ |

B openmg w and offenng his cammal archives as a oont:nbution"
;ﬂthe mtemauonal culture of a world oomruru.ty fbwever ﬁe‘- ,

‘E

T other cultures ‘are barred from - this tribal commumity.
Cmtrastmg w1th thls sonse of tribal caummlty,howver 1s
‘mmnslsobvlmregamfor othercultures gmgg__g;_g(mz), -
hls f:u:st pt;bhshed work in. the African Wnters Senes,
":subtltled "a story, oftheFulam.of Northemmgena " Indeed
one oould argue that Bmensxs sense ofhlsoamlmalselfls".

i

'largea:mdisopentomore than Just bemg an Igbo CHis .-
'subsequent pubh.cat:.ons parthxlarlym;g_oigg_g;x(w&),@“

MML.SQQ& (1966),.and m_m (1975) all -

arphasize his :mcreasmgly oosmpolitan outlook and conoern ° 'it
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"thepeople, ratherthantheIgbo, of theclty"'mohavecane N

‘torepresent Ekwensn.scmstlttmxcy Hargaretl:almzce anearly‘”

cr1t1c of Nigenan 11terature observes t.hat
“ O

_[Ecwensﬂ:.s ene of the few ngenan wnters who-

)

con?ntly brmgs mto his novels people of alli

w-"

tr:.bes Indeed innos\jfhlsmvelstherelsastrbng
mdercurrentofantltnballsm,whlchlsmtadesxreto_
3 abol:.sh cultéural or rehglous dlfferences but rather a

o
comn.ctlon that these dlfferences can andnust be llved% :

!

RO

Th:.s gmm.ng mt;er“m( and observatmﬁ of a progresswely.:

,w:.der f:Leld of peoples ni.lst hai\re led to Ekwensls secondﬁ

"fdeclarat:.on of cammuty "I Jlc:ve N;gena -1 know my country.' - |
 and I love it" (Quoted in Duerden and Pleterse, 83), Here, then,
'uva segse of pa __i,__ '\ | ‘ |
| Vexp11c1t 'nus gfander, - imagin |
undemu.ned lmu.tedveven usurped by Bmenm s actlons at the

: .'outbreak of - natlonal c1v11 host:.lltles he res19ned hJ.s pomt:.on' 79

4

as DJ.rector of Infomat:.cn,; 1n't.he Federal Mimstry of

-;Informatzon, and went off - to ' ran.se f:Lﬂancml and moral support

fortheBlafran cause '!1‘ Cmsequently, the | 'mage B:wens:..:



. creates is -one of ‘a, manwhosehorimof self-defm:.timare‘:_,"
":ccnstantlyexpamlngmt,also ofa manwho ‘ina’ msmfeels-_
x»that 1t is necessary to. retreat to- hJ.s next smallest m__lg :
" and defend itashemuld defend himeelf: umxgbosarewiped.f-"
out ‘a greatpart ofnmsissenseofselfgoesmthtrm we
| are left with M an-an Tro, whogrewmtoangenan, but when'the _

""rootof mysense ofselfuasendangered letr:drewarxibecanna-_"
}Blafraxi e s PR
Asenseofselfismtncablytledtoasenseofcammny,‘
,..thecanmtycanbeofanysize 1tcangroworshrmk butthere
: m.ll alwaysbea "root" cdmum.ty, a, fommdat:um Ekwensl has.

himself said: SR o

A
- ¥

",I lived mﬂleNorth nghttotheage of flfteex;,

_'tlumgl'mtmysecmdaryscmol days l\smnt allmy"_;
\, | . | |
'A_v.mslhereseamtoldmtify'hme"withm&ibﬂhentagemtv:'

'%k .
_smcehgs doesso in the wake ofmr,afradzleaircmtxmestov :

_"pematehiscmscmsenseofcammlself Nolcngenr::.stbere

- 40 ..'-  ’
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- t‘.heexpanslve, supplanentaryreuark thathJ.s hanéls mN1gena '
-,(eventbmghhehvesmlt.sca{fntal Lagoe) “This senseofhcme |

"Aandthe ideallzatlonof conmmlvalues mcentraltoﬂmnsls”g

 first publlshed war novel mve the _Peace (1976; and it 1s
‘ _tlusthéne th.chImllexammemtheensumgdlsmssmnof that

1zo

[ . - S S

B gmvethe@ ' opens with "[l]au‘ghter i.n. the midst of
" tragedy" (3-)-- James Odugo the tagonist, and lus féllow rad:Lo
' mws jwrnallsts "had developed thJ.s ‘habit of laughmg at the

L 2
.,-routme lles t'.hey were called uptm to dlshouttothemg‘w

[vhile] hundreds  were dying every day-men,,. venen, childrenc-
 especially cluldren" (3)v‘ They laugh to ease the pain of thé'ﬁf'
‘omandthelrpeoples suffermg Thenarratlve 1sset mthe
Bl.afran oamumty nea.; the war 5 close and explores fmm the. | _
outset the deeply felt h:l.stoncal reallty of prevmus natlonal :
(mter-tribal), " tribal (mterfam:.llal) and Yemivial (inter- -
" md:.v:.dual) mlatlons - We are drawn to experlence/ these_‘

'<"d18mpt10ns by the th:mi person narrats.on of James Odugos

attanpts to brmg tus fam:.ly and life back J.nto some semblance of '

_ Odugom separatedbythemrfrunhismfeandchlldren he'.--
}has had a relatmnslup w1th Gladys but 18 cun:ently mvolved w:Lth

- <
N i
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L a oolleague-Vzc (Victona) In his search for his family, Odygo
and V1c separate, Odugo subsequently has a bnef affair wlth.l" "

‘Benne thenleaves toﬁreturntohlsv:.llage.ﬂefmdshlsv

ch:.ldren buthmmfehasgme‘tlwpmgnant Gladysarnvesand'

o e
they renew the:Lr relat:.onsh:.p This brlef outlme of the mvel 5 -

»-..m:.nactmnresemblesa descr&t:.onof Doniﬁn's orCasanova' .

N

e

' -11fe more _than ‘a novel about the tra?ed:.es of wa.r, .but as.
‘Rosemary cOlmer has pomted out "'me var’:Ls seen . as an}
overwmlmmgforce whlchbreaks upcoup&es andfanulytmltsai'ﬂd_

, throws mdlv:.duals togethar in new pat ,n21 oﬂ the ane hand |

wev:.ew thed:wislveness ofwar penetratmgasmller ccumm:.tyw”

"f'ﬁ‘<

.-(Blafra)andtearmgltapartnght dom to the base levelof{
individual- relat;mships On the czther hand, the. new fomatmas,
'v.-ast.twybecmamrecotniete Wlll bemcwansls portrayaloftha
-‘comrl.mityof thefuture" Here om'fo?slsupmthebreak-up‘_.‘.
‘ and imtiat:.m of personal and pmfess:mal relationshlps as t.hey‘ |

’relatetotmcharacterof JamesOd:.xgo -

/ . .‘.
Qdugos pos:l.tlcn as .a° rad:.o—Jolmllst glveg h:.marare

"'.ins.tght mto one of the methods of fostenng ‘a sanse of
_-"coummty 23 Odugotellslzes (3),hemesem:safalsesenseof
oyt wat's happemng to the commmity, to raise its morale and. to
keep it together Haereas inacumuty,;he retreating
""'soldiers have disrobed and dJ.samed : seselves,

B A' ;

b



. ooumm::.tyof

drooped w1th tlredness and defea " (7), &* broadcast states ‘that,
onime oontrary "Blafran troops today beat back an enany.
'.attack | "(12) Ekwenms Juxtapos1t1bn of the two scenes
arphaslzgs me need to belleve in :Sersonally felt expenence, not
in second—hand reported acts "Consequently the imagined natlon'
" of Blafra--produced to a iarge extent by medla-—has became a

eoneseesandmthwlnnonemteracts

We are g1  conflicting 1deas-'about Odugo s role, for'thouéhv :

‘ ihe is one of H"liars" ‘he also carnes a pos:.tlve sense of his :
..profess:l.ons role ' "I‘m a nwsman 1 nust w1tness all" (8) o
'Howaver during hJ.s observatlon of | ‘the fleeing soldiers Odugo -
‘bepanes dlsallusloned in the natlon he has helped to create, and

80, behevmg the pmpaganda of imminent gencade 24 he gets'his

: lover Vlc, packs hls car and leaves Blafra narrows into the"

'townofUmmevo whlch narrows agam to a. oamum.ty oftwo
Odugo’s fully oonsc:.ous awareness of hJ.B role m the war slowlyvv
. 'awakens from these, f:Lrst oonfl1ctmg 1deas, whleh are llghtly
| explamed In fact “his remarks toVJ.c equally apply to the
. shallow resolve he has’ ,had in ;us mrk "all thK\;.s temporary
anyway" (15), or: "'I'hJ.B is our destmatlon in the meant:.me Vic.
Remenber everythmg 1s temporary "(19) AlL of tn.s actlvz.tles—-
'the relat:.onshlp with Vic and . w1th his mrk-—are superf1c1al
stop—gap measures deslgned to occupy the days untll peace arrlves-

N
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andthe realbusmess ofliv:.ngcanberenewed 'l'hareis then-.
,an :u:pllc:Lt cnt:.c:.sm of Odugo as t.here was -of OJO Dada and Chuku:
:_Débe for not gettmg :melVed _ , .,' |
" Entermgthe cdmmofpammhauarksumendofcmstage‘ |
""odeugosquest for selfandfamlly, and thebegmnmg of anew.,'_‘_
: phase forhehasretumedtohmroous aﬁhasencamteredml’aq:
Ukoha a spmtual father Rosenary Oolmer correctlya asserts that -

", ..the younger - generatmn haveto returnhcme tothev:.llage".v:"
‘beforethey canbegm toassess the. effect . thewar hashadon' _
-'»thelr lives..." (cmmr 52)'_. M Pa Ukoha's hame, Odugo ds '

 reminded of the valuqs and trad:.tlons of his people-—thelr code of"'

_' condiict : s '.,.’.\,;',' - - N

)mlamtamrwwmsawpartsof‘
“vsplltstremxtand motherpants_~"
| ¢ Tor vmotlmsassertedthe:.roldage“
and thelr semonty Fmally it ‘\vas agreed tgt Pa
Ukoha ‘had the rlght to delegate James‘ Odugo (M
'Peace,27) I
| _ | "*»w L
Acodeofconduct ofntut'l{_ autrmty,i’amphasmd andre-»'
establ:.shedaftarthechaosofmr Pbreover,tlmevaluesamto;
bere-assertedelseutm pos:mg theoppommty fottherenml"



; C, .‘ : D :‘_ -.. )

of a larger cam.mal base' "Chemolem.rtwentmtoomgos'f:

pocket He who takes a kola'nut hane tells whezre J.t was offeredjy-j,

Alﬂhlghtlgm 1s_'_asense ofrenewal oforder theolder.fg
3 generatlon and the:Lr code have been affected | Benne Pa Ukoha' |

'daughter, sleeps w1th a large number of soldJ.ers from whom she_f- -

: rece:.ves ‘a supply of ratloned ‘or. othemse unavallable 1tems

the fam:.ly shared the loot and Benne acun.red a’_ o
: '»‘ spec1al J.mportance for her efforts and thJ.s 1mportance

made 1t dlfflcult for anyone havmg tasted of her loot L

to reprlmand her (31)
- ,;vman has become pmv:.der ma:ntamer of the physmloglcal needs
i‘-:_'of the fam:.ly, an’. mmoral act pmv1des sustenance and thus' '
'preserves the splrltual and carmunal order of the elders The"v
) rules change when' "surv1v1ng the war and the peace"' Odugo,
| ‘ 'amldst these 2 smultanewsly confllctmg and complementary"- s
::llfestyles, beglns to avaken to and to clarlfy the larger,
_vnatlonal events by llstem.ng to "dlfferent radJ.o statlons" (35), .
whlch give him the- opporttmlty to analyze the valldlty of what he

. uears Yet he vac1llates feelmg that "he nust be part of what s

was happenmg yet he was here in Obodom.a"' (35), cut off frorn"



-
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: events "He fretted about the scarc:.ty of mney, about wlnt he SR

m.stdonext aboutthe safety of lus lJ.fe" (35) St:.ll Odugo’ o

has not fully entered 1nto a’ ocmtum.ty again m,g_;gg 13 what

: oounts Dleter Rlemenscme.tder has argued that “the l :

ptlon [of Odugo] wtuch amrges'lta,s that of a rather

| superf1c1al penson whose concem ,' 1s’ mamly w:.th h.unself"_;v

"-'manalone

i ., (R;emenschnexder 83) Wtule thls is emphat:.cally tme of Odugo s.'vv_'..

__ -quest 1n the flrst sectlon of t.he ‘novel Odngo 1sst111

- searchmg for hlS self wh:.ch he belleves 1s associated with h:.s S

’senseofhome Odugosreturn home m t‘nesecond sectlon(the{__ .

_book's best sect:.on) reveals a pomtn.ve growth 1n Odugo whlch_'

; .. : affords less valld.'l.ty to RJ.emensclmelder s cr1t1c1sms o ThJ.s”" =
growth is the re—establlsl'ment of the de.v:Ldual in a%onmm:.ty,

p_—."

sequel to the dlscardmg of the leng commm.ty, whn.ch left hima .-

Odugo beoomes mvolved mth Benne whlle V1c beoomes

"___'mcreasmgly mvolved mth some solchers She\does 80 to bu:.ld aj S o

R "new llfe, Odugo 8 relatlonshlp Wlth Benne 1s yet another leammg-

. _1 S .,

- ; . . . . s

He was not m love w1th Benne : She meant llttle or e
T mthmg to hJ.m Yet he felt synpathy for her becausef‘.f T

”}'shewasthetmderdogofthe famlly Andhe mwr%at




ki , "hls feelmgs and was tak:mg advantage.._ o
--ofthem(67) |

£ Beme hﬁ

| 'me predatory prow.dmg mdependent Yet""""vulnerable nature of
tAfter"TCaptaJn (Benne s

7 ",the new weman marks her emanc1pat1cﬁq 26, ‘
}"-'_nv;.lmsband) returns. £rom thewa;:;'mtn the skull of death (73)——a",‘.”>’>
remmder of every man s mrta,l:,ty-——Ochzgo profxts frcm three mbre' B
: lessons befere fmally achlevlng the resolve to contlmle hlS )
| ms f:Lrst lesson comes. from Captam who explams that "[y]ou.,'
| told 1 us lles but yeu kept us al:.ve and hopeful ‘But: for tlbse_.
'lles many of us could have comm.tted sulc1de "(70—1) It is :
:;unfortunate that Bmensx adds Odugo 5 response of a shrug and "oh B
_ ‘4‘.‘x3e‘1 L (71) B 1s almost a fnvolous response b\n: for the |
‘y“:‘:i'exclatmtory tone at the vezY 1east Capta.m 5 stat.aéeﬁt 1s af_'-"" ’
| o catalyst for further thought whlch w111 pe.rmt Odygo to feel' e

:‘_Hbetter about hJ.s earher mle “ R ,
- Secommesmnlmavery obv:.msvag'jrelm.nd.sOdugo |
his om mrtallty «captam/s speech wheg,pe reveals the skull, |
L .‘remforces Pa Ukoha s resolve becauser f'of -the smnlarlty m_ ‘
- tmught Both men call for an egallga:lﬁrf future (Pa Ukoha fbr a 5

fanulial/nllage camlmty, { for wan Afncan Ommm:.ty)

Eaeh cha,racter expomds h.‘LS camimal nslon, but obvmusly, the R




Pa mcoha ' L .
-'No matter who 1s nﬂmg us
- ’today, we ask for good water

'__roadstocan:y odr yamsand mdomtgetthegovemnent_,"i SRR
-'cassava : Good schools to we des:Lre agovermnt to, IR

A 'It mn

ourtm\e

all be ‘a. vpﬁge of ,
and blo‘bd it after S
" ', __fto dnnk and to wash Good thJ.B there 15 no peace--:.f

tram our clu.ldren Géod d:we us fqod at a’ cheap.'_

matermtles to care fur ou:r

‘wives in labour G:we us a -

place to worshlp our God-—no,
‘thator)xe we .can bulldfor

,:ourselves Flnally, let us v

'..'_-’;have peace, no more klllmg " everythmg that means Afnca

| '-(57>

pr:.ce, L

ccmfortable houses, ' paymg 5 i
Jobs educatlon for o v oF
cluldreq

medJ.cal

Clea.n - 'mtal l

who surv1ve, e

attehtlon,eg R

”.

is’ mdependent that we{

tmdarstandmy peoplegoto‘

L var' (74)

e

'“r 2
8

"mecontrastlsobv:.cms Pamcqhado'esmtcam abom:thela:ger

commmlty of the natmn. hev‘ 'Just wants ms smaller te

R carmm:l.ty looked after, in a posltiva, bquitabie manner 3‘
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T

Capt.a,1n too,.desz:res equahty, but m aalarger, pan-Afr:Lcan““ -
'framewrk where all w:Lll part1c1pate : Tne fomer 1s the B

"'\:gmmdmrk ~for the 1atter l;(the decolomzers"' natlonallst i
.v _‘ Mextremes exist mthepassageﬂqmted above—-a m1c:ro and'
macz'éf' camumty——-and both ‘are seek:mg the same mn-feudallst;c '

<xm P

‘1dea1 but where the f1rst stresses falth the second stresses a

L con,sciousnessof thepast : 'l‘turd andfmally,oiugodlscoversﬂ
‘v_'hn.uself alone, hereflects uponhls three equally mdependent—v'm’

"mmded mlstresses and some of thelr resolve enters h1m

e
e M1 this speculatlon about Gladys arose because Vic had
",7 ‘.”""“1eft 80’ abruptly, and Benne was try:mg so han'l to’ be hlS‘
o : new mlstress, when she dld not_ belong No best to
. dlsmss thoughts of past love affa:.rs and to ooncentrate B

‘on’ plans to v1s1t [h:.s w1fe and chlldren] ‘as soon as the
;.'roads were safer (83) 29.. { .

‘VJ.c 5 suddendeparture teaches ddugo that "the fﬁ'st lesson of

| mr (82 ms stress) AndOdugo soon leaves (93), taking the
,"“_'potential that V1c, Benne Pa Ukoha and Captam offer, mth th ’
Tovhat enddoes Oduqouse thelessonshetmsleamed’ In

T )
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h:.s new resolve, he reache& “‘J;fltenu and fmds his sons and

danghter in good health (95) but in thegam Jof ms s:.ster-m 1aw .

becauseh:.smfehasleftand 1sdomg rellefmrk Odugofeelsf

;‘n:e t therels ntxre'tohlsmfe Mlettesactlmzsthanp\me“"‘""_"'
'altruz.sm and hlS;.SUSPJ.CIOns are confu:med when one of lu.s sons o

lets sllp that she is atqylng at "the Federal Anny Barracks" (96).

E Imnedlate thoughts of Jullette are suhnergedhy the more uur\edlate.,ff;".;‘ o

need to fmd petrol and by thetmexpected arr:.val of Gladys S

.fGladys is notlceable because of the energy and mdependence she

o .embodJ.es m contrast to Odngo she assmts Odugo mth practlcal'» =
- suggestlons‘ mcludmg a plan to keep the chlld.ren safe (105) In
-,',hlshmetomongene, Gladys sm'pnseatOdugon.ssharedbymei,h

o

‘k } ,Scfthe var had glven m market a new mportance

| ,Peoplewere haggling al&ﬁ mHausa Ibo, Yoruba and%
Ika-mo Thls development i.n hJ.B hane vz.llage was

strange 'co Odugos ears andramer satlsfying“"'One

' 'ngena'" Odugo cr:.ed (107)
L »’(16”

ThecrY. »,eaSJ.ly drhm from PBOPIQ 8 1198 when mldiem and th° o

scentof death are near, 1s pr&ented here spcntaneously and w1th

o feelmgwmre Gladys is llvely and hopeful m szte of her

o



| _.-vcﬂrcumstances Odugo onlyawakens tofully d:lrecth;s‘l#uben

"pos1t1ve change is expenemed The contrast of the phrase 5

ircnicuse mthepast wlth 1ts presentuserevealsOdugos flrst;"_‘
glmpseofarestmctured ccmnmlty, thls conm.nntyreflects back
'_upon those envmaged by Pa‘UkohaarxiCaptam anultl-cultural‘:

B

'mereadergalnsasmilar mslght mtoOdugo,snaturewhen

E!(v.ensl sets up Odugc s brother-jatnck as a canparlson

,'Patrlck's chlldren _were. here in Ogene, but he himself

"had run away to Kotonsu in Dahomey and had remamed "-;‘- L
. there ttnghout the war, to the embarrassment of allf
.'thefamlly 'mey allknew h1m asamanwhol"’_ ‘

keep, his~ tmngs ‘separate from  those " of  his

. brothers(114) : R

o -James Odugo stayed comm.tted hlmself to hJ.s mrk placed h:Lsfj o
_f'fam:.ly farther from the,war front than hlmself and shared his e

‘ "-_“supplies w:.th hJ.B fam:.ly ’ In oontrast to Patrlck Jamss has :

- 'H?v4reta1ned more of the cammal values, althcmgh he .still has. some -

.fmyto goto emrlslonand tore—establlsh hJ.srole J.nthenewﬂ‘.

order 'Ib achieve th:.s goal Odugo Joumeys to l':hmgu J.n search of:»fj
lus wife.

»
-~



e After settlmg Gladys mto berfamly m oaugo f a
W :Lnds

K place for hJ.mself. ‘Ina bar he learns that the federal goverm\ent’.‘
has mde money avallable to "everyone in_the- semce" (131), o - '

matter wmch Slde (F' j : ar Blafran) they served'meomsmsus

3 “-1sthat thereare nov:.ctorsandmvanqulshed 1t15mJohnde.- |
| St. Jorre's mrde a 'brothers' iar" - e refrain of orie Nigeria"’"f.‘:
B (1 e. ' ,: a federallst \one) 8o prevalent earlier m the text has-
.glven way to an equally empty one-—m the mouths of most people——ff
‘happy su.rv1val" Many w:Lll fr:l.tter the:.r money away dally- 3
dnmken bmges others m.ll open new busmesses, some wlll fraud‘ |
o the:l.r way ‘to futur® rlchps (134), and. a.rmed bandJ.ts will kill for |
:_ t.he:.r future llvellhood Odugo almost plously stands out m hJ.s'
bdesire to re-estabhsh hmself as a journalist for he seem to "
be reclamung andrebulldmg as his ey of defmmg a "happy
égrvi‘Val" Captam however sounds ammmgnote, for when ‘
mtroduces Gladys to m Captam s response 13 " 'Welcome,'-, 1_: :
4 | Odugo, * you' always have ‘beautiful partners - '-'r;ife""visf_j,
 short.' ‘Bt You must begin to think of the new life' " (135, my,

l"i v stress) Captam sees that Odugo st111 mtermttently, thinks m

. terms of the war, that 1s, hé prov1des for h:.s mnedlate needs: |
'msteadof lookmgto thefuture Thewammg:.smderscoredby‘
JulJ.ette s stance at the:.r reunion ' ' o

for he accuses ..mliette of

s -



' that mne of the wcmen he has taken were eons;tdered as; potentlal
mvesatthetme toh:m theywezze merely useful Smlarly,_ -
tu.s mvocatlon of Igbo custan for the retutn -of the brude pncef:“
(139 ) has a sllght odour of profltee.rmg abcut it. \.Juht;::e, tne'f.
newly anancmated mn, in- charge of rel:Lef suppl:.es does not
escape cr1t1c1sm elther for she declares 1111 take Ifcma because'

shels ag:.rl butshellet:.llansuerywr name. Ymmyhave

the two boys" (140) She throue tradltlonal soc:.al practlces in

Odugos face and in so domg dem.estheonly umty left, she{

pa:oposesdlndmgthefamlyandthen canpcnmdsthe caseagainst»_' |

é}erself by forgettmg to ask after her chlldren s health and_, dl
-Q-sa,fety (142) . Infected by the lure . )
advancement J‘uhette casts a pall over
’ ‘.."'funtll now, have beea presented przmanly

and suetenance .f The: 1rresolut10n “of

| ) f Gladys remams w1th Odugo, accanpanymg h1m to Lagos Both
are well treatedby Odugos former boss who asserts 'that he'

| could not see tms war endmg any otherwaythanwesrnxldl;.‘f'

- contimxe to be brothers" (149) Odugo s position. seens assured; "

i
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therecelves hlsback payam leavestoretmntommgu but.mt
| -beforenerealuesthatmnytelemmpm’gmnsarenew(us)and |
-vthatconstmctlon hascontmued thm.\ghmtthemr?lSZ) Thosa"

) .

'mthesterangvemn utmwho havencbt expenencédthemr
,m%— through lack ofuwolvenent—-smtheseedsoffutumwars

".—"l"he'.'“hvenw' fornulaof the cJ.ty, seen to be prevalentm‘.

. harsherfoms elsewhere has furthertlpped thescales,aothat .
.theEastwa.llspend lesst:une reconstmctmgthe soc1albaseof

Vthe conmm:.ty \mdmre t:.meplaymg econqnl%gatch up/'Soc1al

-

prograu\S/mllfalterbecausenmeylsnotthere
"Emguwasthetomvdmre ne:'wasrecovermg
propertyand sell:mg to ob blgcashm.thmlchto

© . start off in \busmess JVery few wers to think of

ret\nmng to work 1n the publlc sector--not permanently

‘.'.".'_(153) N B >

Thetermblesyntaxusedmtha.s descnptimls anunccnsc:.ous
' deplcyment of style agamst soc:.al practlce. a. vulgar style "
"reflecm‘_soclety 's vulgar:.ty Odugo havmg lost slght of his
 positive lessons, Junpson 'chebandwagma amaecxdgetogoinco -
'-'vbusmessforhinsélf , 'norenmn in the Eastmu g:.velumthe

:_

opport\mty to "t:ake“‘bart in rebmldmg mmm (154'; ny

.4.'.‘.‘3 ». . ‘ _ ') l/.‘l



g

_..'stress), and in the pnvate sector he "w111 _have. ‘a free ~hapd”

. (154). Mo longer @ a questformsself hJ.sfam:Lly,anda_“'

_ vcarmmlt.ytomchhe cancontnbute Odugoseeus topull
from soc:.al reepmmblllty mto selfish J.nd:.v1dnallsm [Seelung]
"hJ.s share of "the na tmn_al, cake" (N"azareth 169 lus st.ress’)

mhisretumtopamcdnscarmm topmkuph:.spropertyjf

- ;deeds Odugo 1sshot byscme ar.medrobbers (171) Asenesofjr»

O

~'pred1ctable closures thenhnng the stozy toan end. Pirst, the |
‘:mads are unsafe, 80 mter—vzllage camumcatlon is put “in .
'Jeopardy Secondthebandltsare'-‘ﬁunPa mcohasnllage so
o even the contmmty of spec:.f:.c codes and trad:.tlons is at rlsk o
~The . trust falth and norals -~ of the older generatlon,
o 'nevertheless, ‘are reafflrmed (174), as. is the prom:Lse, through the
.reum.on of Pa Ukoha' s famlly (177) of the. new natlon" (they are‘. -

mtarnatiomlly educated) Roeema,ry Colmar sunmarlzes the novel "

| '-mst smcxmtlymrh?psmenshemtes

one J.S shown that famlly um.ty and natlonal um.ty are |
7. fartbm Jmportant.than theachlevementofpersonalor.:h

t.ribal mnbltlons [Hence ] Ekwens:. s contentlon t}nat ‘the
'muzdual 5 attenpts to reallze selflsh anbltlons 13
ql‘?.lmately destructlve (Colmer 52) o B

. _55_:

e
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1;413 into t.hJ.s destrhctlve clmte—-a versiocn of Amadi's wzdemng_ oy

'nchandpoor-thatGladysandOdngosdaughtermll»"

: _~.(179)), offers saneoptmﬁ;sm fou:thefmm:e But ‘a8’ t'.hepeople'}

o S K -
o ‘suffer froman awakened msmma fmn Nm.ch thoso trled to‘__»

' wrest mem it . seens that E{wensz. forces upon the people 8

grandch:.ldrenarxithoseyet unbom"the ‘task of “rebuilding and

. the duty Yo cag—‘;x" (Colmer 52). ‘Te conclusion'is =
R ..'pessmlstlc becaus unl:uce Qnotoso s satlre, Ekwens:. s repoz:tage:"" o

~'styleof reallsmmerely leavesthJ.ngs astheyare 'lherelsm-,‘f.
| ;.atteupt at change even through tone | » o - o _
o I.1ttle in Emensl s style or- t.hemat:.c cholces relates to. the .

Ty

' Her name, ﬁklruk ("that wtuch/lq.es ahead is greater"' R

decolomzers theories In fact, liﬁmnsl '8 acute sense of the

| _‘ .nehsworthy naun-&of ﬁubhc eventslz? Yas been the only w :
\ S ‘ .\.,‘_'#e'v et m'th ms appeal mmansi |
ted m 'h_'l_s‘ pos;.tlorl as a popﬂ_aﬁmtmter ("f-r}le.'}
in the follm,smg way:

QJ&. - J . ’ 77" . »
. ""‘V;l: .

'[Iﬁook for 11fe m 1):sfsord1dness or. 11fe at its. moet "

:'true 11fe st111 has 1ts own partzcular'

"thepeople andgat iswhat Ialways doin mynovelsg‘;,”
f'vv:(QuotedeuerdmandPieterse 78)




an reco:.ls fran the apparent condescensxon cf the phrase "go down. _7
to - the people," w:.th 1ts . mp11c1t staru;e of moral and :
J.ntellectual supenoz;mty Ekwens1 has made an umonsc:.cus Sllp_

hereforhetellsuselsewhere thathedoes regardh:lmself.'v

"as one of the sacred wnters, mt:.ng for scme ence locked up )
‘mthehlgherseatsofleammg"( S_axZS) Moreover hehas_-
also declared | "I wnte fcr both [an :Lntematlonal and a natlonal ‘

audlence],Iamawnter. I thmk I am a mter whoregards

hmself a- wnter for thé - :" (gptea.'m Duerden a_nd'Pietex‘se,_. B
»~‘_79). The decolomzers and il
modest cla:ms because hls neutrali‘ty, hJ.s des:Lre nct to teach but
to shmvmakeshlmomofMgemasmstpopularwnters - He, m,_

turn -~ could 1earn fM@ for the plottmg oﬁ ive the
Peace, and to a greater"%

i3 bbjln&d We Stand : 1s at tlmes
1nfur1at1ng and ccnfus »«@iﬁn::.la.::lyh frgn the examples of hls '

wrltmg quoted above i:kwpnsl 5. syntax could 5tand mprcvement
These polgts when ,taken mto account coul,d rew;erse Eustace. :

leamnuchfmnﬂmensl s

Palmer - etmocentnc N but valld cla1m ttmt Elmans:. ",has “Do place.- )

in - 'ﬂ cr1t1cal work devoted to the masters of Afr:.can

flction L ’Improvanent of : syntax then structgrgs, and plot*t
of ) .

' wwld mcrease Ekwensx 5. reputation wtule smnltaneously
' { * ' 3" )
ecmcating h.'& audlence 80 that it can grcw wu.th h.un R



thosossatmemaymxkona superf:.cmllevea. for:.t:.s'“

re

<o ';'grotesque and quick-witted enough to provoke respcnses from al

~ elements mthmthecoumxmty 'l‘he ‘nature, ‘the streng;harnthef_'
"dJ.mctlon of the response mfortxmately, is left completelv open
Ifthepopulmtcanumlty is awakened, thenwhere is itheaded'»"
;Inc1tement to actlon w:.tl‘nxt the pmposal of a camlmal course,, .

: _samfonnoferxi maneasy rwteout forthe mvellstbecausev

"wccmm.tment need be mttu.ng more. than a nebulous "processof"

B -levellmg up," inwmch “the richer shcmdbecam pocrer and the -

poarer ncher (Q.loted -in Balogun )-"’ Ekwen.slposes the. -

| harder more demandmgcontmgency of endurance In arare, non—}'f"_'

‘flctlonal foray :Lnto pmphecy Elmens1 posits an evolutlonary;,-
‘nult:.culturallsm . NP A e 5 o

_ - - e

after [each] external threat thare Cwill 'bé a;new,e?.

stageof umty;md soon Lmtllywreachtheultmate

'ernymcamotgobackto theongmal fragments that

 made the nation (Quoted: J.nc:anqnst, 125). - .

Awke! Be dlsgusted'-mr' nmsearembtosgsordersmthe

'masses ad:.rectlonlessappealforaresponsem_leam Sudge, |
pace youmelf ‘ardure: 'that 1s B:wensl s more expenmtially but

4 .
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L B:Lafran wnters are ccmnltted to the revolutlonary

struggle '-io'_f i the people ff' Justlce an_d truef

. "The Afncan wnter o
'bbz;rgg Yet oncreatlgg Day L

.+ 1975+ (London, - IbadanandNa:Lrobl

_Helnanann, 1981) 84 ’

;Fellow camtrymen .' Let us’ adnut to "urselves that
e ‘when we left N:Lger:l.a, sane of us. dJ.d net shaka cff eVery
:‘partlcle. of nger:l.aman SRR

";"'(Cambndg‘e, ms;‘s
'.jj‘i"Rev:.ew, 1969)

e e
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'meihr WithinBiafra CmmmaISchm in's. . !bzusBehmd

"thg_mandI N C Amebo'smgn_gm_ggfmﬁoe

The ngerlan C1V11 Wer f1ct10n dascussed in Chapter One-.
. l.mderscores Amadl s serise of a socJ.al cleavage centred on the
‘mcreasmg dlspanty in  income and social pos:.tlon in Nigena
’I';Blafra , a8 mzu and Anlebo s works attest suffers from the .
| ‘_retentlon of ngena 5 hlerarclucal soc1al order ‘I‘he retamed" . :
o system offers both wnters the matenal and the opporttm;,ty te
explore ‘their protagm:.sts, they can tnen be "cr1t1cal or even,b
. -;'_-'antagt:m.stlc"1 to the values th;u characters roles enta:.l L
_ Georg I.ukag analysm of natlonal development m Germany
" .lllummates the ngerlan-Blafran confllctr Reasons for- Blafra s .
rap1d formatlon and 1ts collapse arlse, by analogy w1th the German -
) -expenence,- in - Lukacs dlscussmn ' Nat:l.onal development 1n""' a
: Germany hewrltes,“_‘.f. | S
was markedby me mablllty of the German people tov,"'_
conbme themselves mte a nbdernnatlon, and so a kmdl | ,
of sclusm arose in the :Lntemal emotlonal 11fe of the

'_"é‘*?.“’j.'f‘the old reallty Ifhls reasonled thto understand -
T S ‘,-61- " . S

authentlc German who found h:unself Stlll rnvolved J.n -



that the old reallty Had beoome mposs?gle txe st:.ll
could not fmd any pollt:.cally v:.ai:le solutlon 2 '} S

i "“;"- ‘.g,
V_Blafrawasdeclaredanindependent republlc byColonel Ojiﬂ:won |
the 30th of lhy 19673, as a: final response tothetmsatlsfactory

" handlmg of atroc:l.tles cumutted agamst Easterners by General

U peoplesllveswereatnsk' '

.’Gomns federal gcvemment IndeedOJtﬂmsdec:lemvasthe
. ‘only' "pol:.t:.callfr v1able solutlon" to the genocldal tendenczes of
theNormemem f 'Ihe schlsmsmthmthefederatlonprmptedthe‘
nud-war declaratlon “that ngena could not "BE MSIDERH) AN
| . AFRICAN NECESSITY "4 N1ger1a was an mauthentlc construct because ‘
L 'Afr;.can natlonallsm had played no par‘c "in its m1t1a1 creatxon, |

OJukwu playedno‘part meltherthe15 Jamary 196§orthe 28 July &'

1966 gogp d'etats He was a legally appomted millt.ary 5
‘.ofthe Eastemreglon, andhehadthefull sz;ppertofﬂm&asc'e '1‘
335 member Consultatlve Asksembly of cnidfs am mde?;s in mg
'. 4dec1510n to . secede (Forsyth ‘

authentlcally Afncan .and Biafray
| had been mass. klll:l.ngs of Igbos

. ;_."mtheNorthemreglon durm& the suuher and autumn ofl%&
follomng the Northern msplred @p that brought GOth tdb
(Forsyth 73ff) S Ty ‘ o
| Attenpts at negotlatmg a’ non-tmbally baséd society m
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Niger:La had falled because Gowon had not ’plemented the agreement_
r reached at the Aburl Grhana c1v11 "peace" negotlatloxls In fact B
Gowon's posltlon ‘changed several t:.mes because the Northemers |

~ spemed unsure. of what theJ.r plansw;,ne '.

',wasdesigned asaresponseto ' / have
been an Igbo (MtM) managed m B Iﬂter the, |
- Northern’ plotters saw thelr vmlent change of government aga
AneanstoNorthemsecession . ’ )/ |
“As soon as LJ.eutenant—Colonel Gowon set up base at

: Tkeja barfacks a strange flag was seen flymg from the

'ma:l.ngate, andltremamed

 for sightemn days, T
had lateral red yellow, black, and khaki s't_r‘ipes.f |

"(mrsyth 58*9) :
: " L : S it e L R
o Still lat’er, ' mth{orthemers flrmly entrenched in power Gowon

: ,dec1ded to rule ngeria T _ -
- Power humgry, with an unhealthy dlstaste for the mdustr:.ous_ ',
':Eastemers, Northern mllltary ‘and - bolltlcal leaders sought
- ».v:ocmplete oohtrol of the country, its wealth and 1ts opporttmtles |
: ,:Depnved of these, and qlolested after thelr return to the Igbo».
&heartland the Eastern &eople fmany dec1ded to flght back e



B S R SR
decls:.on to secede n autheﬁtlcally Blafran act became rcoted m;
.' - collect:.ve soc;al actlon aga:.nst ngenamsms, wtu.chl*O"h

- N\

defmed in hls statement that "N1ger1a persecuted and slaugered . |
- her mmontles, ngenan Justlce m a: farce, her electmns her' ?"j .
| politlcs-—he; mnm corrupt" (12) A new - realn:y had _ ..
dawned but would its defln:mg sense, 1ts oppos:LtJ.m to Normem'_ |
. "fuled Nigeria, prove polltlcally Vlable"‘ “The novels of $.0. Mezu
. amIN €. Bniebo dowment ‘areas. of this flght wmlst enbodymg
_‘ Something . more: the schlsms mthm the East, which confound
OJukm s declarat:.on of a people 8 revolut:.on, wherele "'mE va_; -'
ARE. THE MASTER; THE LEADER 15 'mE smvmr" (14) The protagoxusts.
of Mezu 5 m;:_i the Rlsn_.gg (1971) and Amebo's m;_mam._ty -
f Saﬂice (1974) -are "authentlc" Blafrans caught up m "tﬁe old,'
mallty" of nger;a‘s hlerarchlal socnl order even

haveseemngly beenreleased frclnltmtothenew’
ofBlafra waofthepmtagomstslsable'_
| polxtlcally v1able solutlon " ‘within the new sociat context to the:
pmblans of hlerarch:x.al opportmsm Mezu and Amebo t'.hrough the
gg of the:.r protagom.sts reveal the . reasons for Blafra s
demlsemhergestatlvepermd L p

Lukacg eluc1dates the relat:.onsh:.p between tb§ mdlvidl.xal and
thestatefurthervﬁenhesays'_ S : L,
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| ‘ there are movable lmuts mvolved [m our perspectlve;:
ontmth],_foron theone handmderstandmg 1s maf‘;_:»_';

. ,po:ntlon to establlsh certam tlungs for the whole of -
-;,hunan soc1ety . mllemmeotherhand everyman 157:

B mvolved in soc1a1 struggles w:.th h1s whole personalz.ty,f ,. 4,
80 ‘that acdeptance or den:l.al of any one stawment 1s',; .
'.potentlally class—determmed (Lukacs, 43) .

' Consensus for same form of ,. ‘ve" truthmay be reached but

7 ' pOSSlbllltY of- subjectluty—-f . '_
‘ 1nd1v1dual blas--m the approach ado;:vted.~ The Nz.genan cr1t1c
Chldi kmta belleves, along Lukacs1an lmes, that Mezu and Amebo

L pffer protag‘onists “who belong to Ma loosely defmed bm:rgeolsle""

| (’Muta 61) Developmg thlB lJ.ne of argt.ment further Anuta
,:asserts that these two "novellsts .‘ are tmgcmsmously medlatmg
. the:Lr own’ class roles . ,"_ (61) _ Thus the context of the

authors 5 soc1al exm;ronment mbelmown to the author :unposes a
"-shape upon the text 1tself !bwever, the protagomsts ‘ ‘_1“_’

= in bemg med:.atlons of the world view of theJ.r creators
: do not affum the values of that world view but -
1nstead are cast in roles that are ultlmately cr1t1ca1
ar even antagomstlc to mose values (Muta, 61)
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: chgnged dr ammlled vmld-new 'me extent to v&uc:h Mezuand

: ncvels Do they cut across ethmc, professmnal and natlonal,v"

-ﬁlduaracters conscmusly selected are depos1ted w:Lthin the framework
of the mter s om soc1a1 v:usmn to particmate, . m the form of
recotd keeping or questlomng thereby mvo’lung a modifled

Tatl

:'f}', .vihd.tty, m Ltﬂcacs' vbrdso '*for the whole of tmman society”" o

«‘%pﬁw

smmanzes 1@5 essence _i",};f' FERRREHCE IR L IS

9' ~ '4’ . .',:'. N

Itias tme that we shmld wnte about the suffermgs'i.

AR

black people "vm Pmarica 'I‘he Afncan, poet may"

RN &“‘
Justlfiably mte about thés_‘ e

P "'W,'\“,
e Y

'l‘hep essay "Poetvy and Revolutmn m bbdem Afnca" is a}
: . Au%ful mttoductlon to Mezu s aesthetlcs A short self-contamed’

Amebo mvolve themselves m th:.s form of cr:.tical x‘eallsm,
k relat:.ve to soc1al vn.smn, is cemial to our dlscussmn of their | .

’aﬁlllatipns to prodme a rev:Lsed conmmal v131on t.hat has

passage authontat:we m vo:.ce and succmct J.n express:.on,

, o mmdﬁr the colom.al govea:-unent the tmmllation of our
B ’brothers mSmthAfnca, andthecmtnﬁung struggleby"yv',v

he fee,].s and senses
but he nust do scmethmg more His mting nust be
scmethmg posltive, | with a pos:.tive messm and not a':"',i



culun:al apology m thefvgm.se of poetry s

'/"r

The poet nust wnte about dJ.rectly felt expenence, whether 1t 1s_,

hls/her own or that of the proJected audlence, ‘and the resultant

_work nust express only the best attnbutes ("pos:.t:.ve") of

‘ experlence, J.nshort Mazu calls for crltlcalreallsm . /
M &;gg opensnotw:.ththeobjectlvz.tycntlcal”-
" reallsm embod:.es, ‘but w:.th a statement whlch emphaslzes ‘the

w,BubJeCthB nature of authorlal ” mtent the dedlcatlon 1s a“.;

s partlsan statement, whereas the novel 8 t:Ltle and the eplgraphfi?_i‘f

ot { '
~Blafranto betterassert thBObJéCtlﬂtY that hecanbrmg toany -

ob:lectJ.sz:.ys bbzu wlshes to 1dent1fy h:t.mself asa'_‘f

.acootmt ofh:.speoplesaffa:.rs’dv.xrmgthemr He wlll offer an

"'atnlscn.ent "free-floatmg conscmusness" (Lukaos - 42)- Who "has

‘-chosentospeakfor [hlspeople]ontheoontemporaryscene“ﬂbzu B

ﬁ1973 96) Pgaln Lukacs locates t.he dlfflculty of attammg such
. a perspectlve o : ' ' i

nanlsflrstand foremost llke every orgamsm,
. /s

-.bemg that responds to his env:Lrom\ent In other,'
mrds manrecmstmctsthe problems ans:.ng from hls”

: _: real exlstence ‘as questlong, and then responds to them

"there is no such thmg at all as afree—floatmg‘;h

‘.oonsmousness [Mazu s mpartial objecuve “w:Ltness"],
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Mezu cannot deplcta characterwho merelydescnbes events the _
descnptlons w:.ll move :m- a pre-determned way, revealmg

o .authonal blas as: 51tuat1ms are responded to

o bbzuenphas:.zesthezmtehemshestotakemthe cholceof
nane for ms protagcmst Freddle Onioha, whose ‘surname anbod:.es a-
:sense of comum:tty "Oha 1n the:.r language mant camumty "7 It
deplcts all aspects of the B:Lafran camum.ty seen’ through the eyes.

v.'of this everyrran Onuoha flrst amars 1n the novel at a meetmg
- .;of Blafra 5 Pans delegatlon, a group whose functlon 1s to acqu:.re
- ams and supplles for the:.r fledglmg state - Mezu foregroa.mds
'Onuoha almost 1nmed1ately by. lJ.stJ.ng him in uie catalogue of the ,
-,group s membersh:l.p, but also by settmg th apart ‘he "ralsed a
" few obJect:Lons about the contract” (Behind @mﬂm, 2) for

h *'-a:l.rcraft and arms, The group s leader, Obiara Ifed:. may brush

| 'y-a51de Onuoha 5 obJecuons, but they have made thelr 1mpact
Omoha is no passwe wltness he, is-an actlve part1c1pant, with an’

| -‘fmdepement mind. Qme degree  of Onucha’s mdependence and

}:.f"mvolvenent, in addltlon to hlB effect:.veness, w:Lll help us to

assess Mezu's blas/es and thus hls (re)v151cm of the state 4

| Jt.\xtapos:.ng Qmoha w1th ot.hen members of the Paris delegatmn b

1s }bzus fzrst tactic to achieve the reader‘s supportand



".—69-

: syupathies A few examples w:.ll ulustrate tlu.s point mo:a

) forcefully Negotlatlons w1th the charter fhght operator

‘Kutzenov . are st:.llborn so Ifed:. decldes that theynustbe
"called off" (7,)." Kut;zenov, ‘true “to. hJ.S cancature ofthe

nefar:.ous capltallst demands ccmpensatlon in- addltlon to the
2

"’Aretamer he has already recelved Ifed:. 1s w:.lhng topay ;
- Onucha, on the other hand suspectedthat[Kutzenov]had[no]

"_alrcrafttobgnam" (7). Ckmohasuspects . but does not voice
vvhJ.sopmJ.on e, nuch mthesameWaythathnmsOdugo}mew_'

11es but’ kept producmg them A s:.mllarv
, eontrast is - d in Ifed:L and- Om.loha 5 reactlons to the Prague '
| amsvdeal } 3 a lack of receipts ‘and inspection of the
purchase cause Ifed] and the )group httle ,concern, whereas, ;
| scmemen‘bers of the squad, in partlcularJeff &iuandFreddle.
G'muoha now began to mnder 1f Prague really d1d exlst" (10)
‘Mezu mechamcally (through the repetltlon of phrases llke "m‘
part:.cular") separates Onuoha fmm the squad (a negatlvery
" loaded temm in 1tself) and thus builds fn individualized character
sunply--smply, for Onuoha s oppomtlon is restricted to
mndermg, or accept:.ng rebuttals of hlB crltlcz.sm |
Mezu is makmg two. pomts mpl1c1tly here " Flrst Onuoha 's
:mablllty to cr1t1c1ze openly emphasmes h:.s possession of a less ‘
pomrful (i.e., subservient) position  within  the »hzerarchy.

7



.‘of

_ offers an as yet unreallzed potent:.al

,--70-"

Second a lackof resolvem Omnhalsbmxghttothesurface‘

’themnentmynotbean opportuneone tocanbat h:Lssupe.rJ_ors,.'l"';
' thamay’mtspeak mtforceﬁﬂ;yexmghmtwe"
tentat:wely 1dent1fy w:.th hlm, there 1s no One else To ensure'.
thepers:Lsteuce of Qmohas pseudo—hero:.c status mzu cmtlmes .‘ a

to draw contrasts with the squad whet? the squad fmd dlfflculty .

pmnmcmg thezr cllents' names (6), Qmoha 8 L.:xowledge of French'

w111 ass:.st them (16) The squad s ways are sv.xperflc:Lal and self-'

' centred akin- tothe threatsofg'alafranNorthelegenanand

the profllgacy of ngenan busmessinen m general separated but._
stlll m:l.ndful of h1s place Onuoha s useful and contrastmg nature _
: a’"
}bzunowmdvesto reconst:mct Ormohas past m asw:.ft
descrlptlve narratlon of events to 111ustrate Qmoha‘s coumltment
to Blafra S:Lx to e:Lght wars of study overseas followed by mrk
in the "Blafra Hlstoncal Research Centre" (19) ‘in Paris untll;
the declaratlon of war re%als an exlled' C)m:oha whose t1es a_
1;1c culture are vague per:.pheral What Oauoha studied is of

7'.mcmsequence hlsstudlesaretlmreforeofnoconsequeme Only »
' Qmoha's t1es to. h:.s nat:.ons cultural instltute Qf_g:gthe
declarat:.onofwararemportant fortheyenphasize hlsinterest' |

mIgbo alltumand tradltions 'I‘hewtbreakofwarhas Qmoha

LY



: ,}meel and pray for ‘peace as Jeff Edu is domg (19) but w1th"
't.hat optlon effectlvely closed he w:l.shes to return to Blafra, o
: msp:.red to do so by Professor Nwoke s dec1s10n Nwoke, however, d
 arders. cmona and B “to stay in Pans,«for theywould have very
| 1mportant missions to fulfm&abroad the1r expepience vould be'
E very handy..." (21).- A pzr:oblem persmts tlmxghout this. xmratlve
' '_passage because Oauoha chameleon—l:.kae responds to the actlons of
; ,others but Jm.tlates 11ttle , It ‘is.” the mark of a cammal "

: 'fallmg (m Blafra), un:mtended by»Mezu because ccmnnuty’ is what |

| Oauoha means and comes to represent as. a model (229), even: 1f the ]
'lmodel is as yet unstructured and vac111at1ng _ -
o Just as problemat:l.c is the f}act that Professor Nwoke departs.
Nmke 5 quallflcatlons are more qu.ted to an ovarseas Job than are.'"-
Onuoha's, duetothepowerathlsdlsposal hecancamxdothers_-
(21) }bzu faJ.ls “to make use’ of thJ.s pomt thereby opemng the
narrat:.ve to cr:.t:.c:.sm, but’ successfully engmeermg his mtness ’
contmued presem:e—*m—?aris‘ ﬂerve the :Lnter-Blafran power
plays/ Of Do less 1mport is the desc.nptlon of ‘Nwoke: a "?:ialm" |
"mtelllgent" m‘an who "spoke French and had an exceptlonally,
‘shar.p mmd " ‘and who was "courageous" y "magnammus" and "austere"'
( 21) | ThJ.S um:ntically 1deal:.st1c descr:.ption w:.ll remam
pu:‘esent J.nthel}eadej‘\mmmenuwoke 1soff—stage and w111be '

attr:.buted to thos %ﬁ w1th h.un Edu and Onuoha It is
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f poeltlveéllght on Onuoha whose des:Lre to return to Blafra allgns \

\ o - o - 72 -

earl:.er chardcter lmld:mg by contrast an - obvmus but. '
"vestnx:turalpldy9 o ‘} .

muohas sn.leme and mactlm betray his Jmpotence and

' He is not: however alone in th:.s pOBlth!'l, for
'erarchy of ngena p:revalls in Bl&ri,_,nue/smnd '

areaseveremd:.ctmentof themthat oncemre thrwsa

h:mmthotherldeallstlcymthem thesquad v111fy : "Lawyer’

Afoukwa mamtamed strongly that the army boys and young

: ~'sc1entlsts were tmmrthy to 11ve" in hJ.s houses in Biafra (23)

Status,v money posn:mn‘ and safety are the expllc,lt :

charactenst:.csof the squad whlle ywthful 1dea115m 1s t.he :
o mpllcn: nature of Om.noha

L:Lkelus colleagues mBlaf.;:a, Onuoha sees someof the roads
tochange, nevertmless, hJ.s (and thelr) adherewe to theold _'
’v'-'systemofvaluesandcodeofconduct relatlvetothelr supenors,‘,

' produces a pathetlcally mpotent pJ.ct:ure . he nust s:.nply take a

“glassof mterv&ulethenmbersofthesqmdgorgeﬂmselveem*
_Parlsiandesserts andthe peopleof &mguprepare t:od:Le (24)

L

'cter btuld:.ng by as!soclatlon, Qextensmn and mversmn of S
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Onuoha's sac:rlflce 1s nu.m.mal an tmnotlced protest wluch JUlletg A

R 1 T

o~

. Mezu relates [the squad SJ act1v1t1es to the flghtmg on B

| the battlefleld,, arxg showns [sm] clearly how at very- :
B ‘sttateglc manents, 1t 1s to the oo—ord::..ated effoz;ts of
s f_'."these bac.:g'famd performers that Biafran losses a.rg

- g ' é DO . e . L. Te .

Onuoha is part of the co—ordlnated eifort because of hls sllence

He 1s 1gmred by the Bquad Just' astheyotmgpmfessorsandf.f."”"

.

efflcarswerewhanthey produceda studyon thaprocurementand
‘ transportat;qn of ams The yomger generatlo' ‘S' work was d:.verted

- .:'f frcm J.t'a partlean mtent and 1s appropnat

. \

ed €0 'selflsh ehds

'7.' .
fw

not a mrd had been heard about [theJ.r study] agam
,Later on, news flltered out that fa1thfu1 to the

busmessmen had obtamed the mmppoly for ope:atmg the

.....

recto mcllried Oblora Ifedli (25) R

'\', LR A
PN _- CATRREA
e T

Sy, )
R Lo

prmczplé of free ente:pr:.se, group of leadmg f



vlslons of equallty are usurped

nﬂ&acs and Pnuta are correct in 'lmeu' theoret:.cal and
mterptetlveassessments anha fumly entrenched mtheorder

fan ear11er cammal'structure appears ve:y mx:h the hourgeo:.sli L
man,u c:r1t1c1sm of b:un J.s a cnt:.clsm of the greater Biafran |

cammlty The obvzous option to hls role s in'potence wwld Seem'-

Xy

Nzeogwu (iader of the Jamm:'y w 19669932) wbowuld notf.

falter m some bloody steps wem

B:Lafra 1s serlously e

.

necessary arrangements" for stormg equipment that will pass'{f
through Par:s (39) he also mshes to see for hmself the planes ":
that r.av:.gnet.te and Fresco are selling All ’that quha does
m"?l‘ J-s centred ylthm t.he old structures sohe assists in

y

ofpromised by a willingness to Perpatuate 'tha |
m-a hlerarchlal system. He 1.s mvolved :m'mnking t& o

| comnandeea:s the tools to be used for a larger, ,gm Wej"'soclety.'?i'ﬁf

4 o overthrow the o1dfi_-.=1:-"- L
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. '}j{ SOCletY, too ccmes df.rectly fmn others

the squad and m partlcular Professor Obelenwata "refused to |

appemmnameonthedocment"‘forthewrchaseofan

d‘

L b
aemplam "even asa

s" (37) Itrpotent to get supplies
mov:.ng to Blafra because

%o

ofthe squadsnmtpetence, Omx:han.s

A

engaged at least as a pass:l.ve wltness of thJ.s penod of BJ.afran 7
hlBtGrY He does not escape tmcntlcz.zedwhen hls statement of |

soc:.al v151on (whlch he shares w:.t.h Jeff Edu and Dr Okejl) 1s

taken mto account ‘ "a new state, a new generation?of people, B S

(39) 13 It :|.s an empty rhetoncal and fanc:.ful v:Lsfon in vz.ew of
the fact that he s presently nﬁolved w1th neJ.ther a "new
generatlon" nor m a' “c:ormm struggle for the gmd of all " There

are shades of James Odugos fallureattheendofsl.n__ﬂvethe
3 P P

Y,

Mezu rarely shows énuoha brood.mg over d:t.fflculta.es or,

mdsed the future N Onuoha as we saw earller, reacted to,

R

’ ,.f./ Dr OIcenanda‘effl:-nu
: n, ’I am;Ln away
-

happy Edu saxdf 'thatwrgpvamrentdldmtscorea
four—day v1ctoryas they hoped theywould Sucha

e

.t'f'

'strong and ui‘u.ted m a oommn stmggle forthegoodofall""""

LIS
.‘. ,‘ -

L 7 ass:umlated a@ appmpnated the 1deas of others Hls v1s:.on of



'};-';&_"—_-f__.-.pemmcfz:.ve: ®; Onuoha d:.éturbmle, is ht:tle m than a passwe \
.“-.i'_;,reclplent of these v:.ews u W Okeji' "As I was saying-f-
| :i"f'-“b°f°r°  spoech  dismisces, Bi's eomimcm' ’_:off-mnaeuy, S

e e e - 76 -
v1ctory would hava henalded tne m,; tyramw w mf;,. |
| histcw of our people, because the polltic1ans aammg_
or. runm.ng the qoverm\ent “ance they had won. the war

| vithart the people sould also ave. rulea vitbart the
.As I VBS SaYlﬂg hefore' Dr‘ Cke_n added hav;mg
mblllzed the peopla when theY malued tlut thgy could" -

. not w:Ln tlus qm.ck v1ctory hav:mgml:.ticmzed them t°;;
- t!u.s axtem: thgy " have forged m beheve, 4"-‘ oo




L
. e

. k

i A

'nus mtexpretation of t;he boutgeo:.s nature of the new i
Blafran soc:.ety is inadvertmtly exposed in Oke_u s mnlfestO"

* Youneed a leader courageous enough stan

o Justlce and to stamp out meqmty, a 1 _ |

enough to feel the pulsa of the people as he 9u1des themf
,'ithh h:.s creative magmatlon.- You need such a 1eader
for the unleashed pawer to be channelled into scientlflc'

B pu:ogress lnm\anhappmessandpeacefulprosperlty"(u) ."'

P

..‘,,»

Suchapmgramewwld producea patrlarchalmt an

50019tY, _one rl.ﬂ:ed bhxa bengvolent dictatOrship, mﬁhst:‘ess on

mlddle class values--a retm:n to the mneteenth century '~and a_

it
..

world of hagpmess and prospenty i-’* 3 _' L \ o

%

menpa 15 made J.nto a mddlerarﬂ:representatlve w1th no

power hp xs a medlan (of varymg quallty) between the sheerj; .
<e:q>lq1tat1on of busmess ';\b(.apolltlca]\interests and Nzeogwu 5, g
people s revolutlcn. Omnha offers p:ua‘.:.se of semethmg mre than’j o

the Mtﬂt not,msch more dn, vie\vof the fact that he is A

npubar Qf lt,he mddfé cléss read:ustmg to' a war that 'had

TN

..a_, L e

°'°“"’"°" et bY trprd

mly in mzms smmu‘y of qhe war; s events to date is Ormoha h .

w.."'l"(19) His contnkmucn ls ,pur',
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o shom 'brood:.ng over t.hwghts" (92) of pollt:.cians ennch.ing o
thenselves frcm the mr, .:11v1ng 1n mutral tenltories, thelr l L
°"::l'u.ld::'en at boarqu schools abmad wh:.le "the peasants" and “the
/

= Ineffect:l.vemPans, Omxohasetsmt forBla;fra, wherelus

"_,_"'usefulness"maybe e;tended Atthet;meofj_ '-dapartura Pans*-

o "15 m the mdst of the 1968 student deumstrap.ms,.which Qmom

(

; comeetstb ngena 8 war Reﬁ.écting ‘on both situatg.ons ha

] draws the same conclus:.m.q L "*

R s T ST P A I B
|ﬁ « ’ . ;" PRRN AT
A few 11ttle concessn.ons cmld haVB savedv the nat:.on
fran Its seemmgly inpe:ﬂing demise LA littie bn; of

-.-’.'

w ‘_.1..
Lol .



awhadoesmt dwellontbecarpansonfurther,msteada
: :dmmss:we, fat‘.al:.st:.c attltude emerges : "'l‘he fact was that a nar

therewas and*questmns aboutits mev:.tablhtywer;epomtless, "
fut.:.le" (105) It is a typlcal exanple o mlddle class

pragmatlsm whatsdmxelsdone 1tlswhatcanbedonenowthat
13 of the essence " The: dlfflcultles w1th euchv:.ews are marufold

il'na:l.nlybecausethe::'e1snocont::multymt.hcn.nght andthusnoreal{

. plan 16" . »
_ InSenegal Om:ohaasslststheBJ.afran g1r1 '1‘1t1, andtlms
. fl.swausthe ranksof h:l.soha totwo” | TheyflytoBlafra, but

N

fcanmtlandmere so their relatlcmmp has time todevelop
- durmg thalr enforced stu:pover in® Sao Tomé Both Mezu*and
| 'h"(xmotm's mterest m the War wanes- s:.gm.f:.cantly Onuoha and T1t1
. _'vbreakfast together tour the c:l.tY of L:Lbrev:Llle, and lunch in'a

;Clunese restaurant R
-y nl:,": o L i . TN oo o B ..‘ '.‘;.‘ - ".

s ‘me m doen to cmy theu resmants ar theu

| S 'food to the remotest comers of the world they seem to
L, ;beevezme:e 'l'hat aftenmncmona andrm amved

asthe manwasmas:mgafatp:.gmtheopenalr 'l'he

wChmese man also dJ,d a:bcul; four or flVB other
el aobs TJ.tJ. enJoyed. the meaI ‘Ihedlunese are generally
goodcooks Itseensthat tbere:.s sbmethngtheyput

B . S :;l-g _‘ o R c. .

i

w

Thaw .



hJ.s narrat:we usurps Omxohas role and

d‘:'-‘ \v- ._; . \.; ,"' : ’ '
R B v e N T
i LU A feow T
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gntbelrswpsanddg.shestﬁatsmakespeoplevantmm
agam Afterawlule, lt beccmasa habltandwl’maver

thelm.t:.ated pamongoes toanyc:.ty,thafl.rstthing

'. N

'-\theraalmysseenstobeonearamdthecomer(MO)

o
LY

What ‘15 happem;lg;here" Mezu, m the act of wrltmg th:Ls pmce, o
and Qmoha, m the act qf eatis‘ng, detach themselves frqvéarmus
concems and becane axmnatedover tnfles.- an emphasm on cme s

. wcrldl:u.nessui is a form of escaplsm Ibzu s lack of calmtment to

imiulgent self-mterest To ccmpensate for tmﬁ fa:.lure, Mezu

mcemrerevertstotheuseofafoiltorecover&mhas

o -reputatmn Lawyer Afoukwa reneges on lus pram.se to entar B:.a.fra
| w1th Ormoha and T1t1, 1n a super£1c1a1 and slckenmgly self--'

glonfymg speech "'me world knows nothing of these expenences
| Ishould mmbrlngﬂlan}othehmledgeofthamrldassom

- : '_k.as poss:.ble" (142) 19 In contrast, pur estmat:.on of Onuoha and
i‘»;,m s raisedto n e

mcemB:.afra Qmokmquestmothersabmtmsthas

| happened relymg bq hearsay tp create a mlete"'plcmre me
| tlus point forth Mezu, t:oo, util:.zes the wm'st stories to create

pro«-Biafran synpathy, thus so«ving t.he seeds aarlz for his msular

=0

n_,*}_.___..-:_‘

beasks:.svdmto fmd‘ a Chmese restaurant And

,}ff?'
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vis:.on of s«:cl[ety at the novel 5" close, 'Foz' mstance Mezu‘
remforcesour Sympathetic feelmgs for the Igbo throughthe

B creation of stemtyplcal N:Lgenan troops and thelr act
fan °f m‘“arm s a uﬁssacre" (155), stones abol

The_' "’

commg genera '(le)--othermse they would be .stlllbornv
becauseof the :thented preJudJ.ces (1 e ' they would resemble the’ 3

old generatlon)--but the stones are retold m graphlc detall.*
Yet agam "It is needless to repeat such storles" (155)( but m
sayingsobbzuremf edtmsew:.th whlchhe prov:.desus The
© final :i.mage is’ one of! "castrated" (155) Igbos some of wtm "were o

. ﬁ&‘ s

still lucky enough to have a v:Lllage to whlch they ‘could return"' o

(156) 'me mpotence of the average : 'ff,;"_' i

B relation to the 1.11 brought forth by ngenans not the old guard_, -

who corruptly (m:.s)cmtrol B:Lafran affans 'I'he nbvel has tw:.sted ;

fran ;ts earher oom‘se oﬁ’ mter-B:.afran c.r1t1cism for all“ B

Biafrans are naw um.ted agamst thelr external emlﬂy

1sthq" enemyfomd witlfm or mthe interhatmnalarena The

chapter offers repetitlm of "ngeriah -—a descnptwe term that

: _' o Th:.s ant:.-Nzgenan edge to the narratlve oont:.rmes in the

81gn1£1c:antly ta.tled chapter 8 ("Beh:md hmmy Lmes"), no ionger ?‘n

~

mderlmes the othemess of non—Blafrans 21 moe out o£ Blafran,'

held terntory everytlri.ng appeared to have been reversed" (169) 3



) _.'j'~.voluuona:y savage natum of ngerm(riS) .
o had to be Jmt:.ated aga:m mto the nwetenes of food and water,
N -;f"f_btt by bJ.t ‘arop by dtop " (169) = |

‘ | | S ’32-,‘;
B:Lafraxs natural ngeria J.smademtoamcbeth msp:.reahell ”_,'i.

s & o

- .:':i'_Blafrans who are brmght back to B:Lafra euphaszze tbe de—

mkqa child they

’f i W:i.th the N19er1an systematically set up as. other ahd NJ.genan

"-'terntory related to a savage wildemees mzu strikee hz.s finel

4

V-_'blow at the federat:.en ngenan soldlere smg the natlonai

anthan wlthMezuaddmgthesecmments

-‘ of r:efugees" (193) the haneless

Foryears thenational flaghad beenhangmg athalf

4\3

was moreof a mrderland (192)

“l‘he anthem may be for all ?ng&nns but they are the emmy they
s:.ng the anttm and themantary 13 appended to them Idmt.ity;“,
for t-he Biaftan m'mevocably tie'a to the self, to the home fm.', _,‘;fj'.»"*f |

enauylmés cnes:.dexmty'ﬁeomesloetintheland

It s dJ.ff:Lcult o see. in such a 1and a fat.herland It .

ey bt

-
r -
LR

mast stained wiql blood The amy defenders of;;,__f_
. Justlcea, tm:ned the ent:.pe nat:.on mto a hufnan abatto:.r
‘me nat:Lon separated J.nto tr;[bal cliques new
brochermods were being formed to divids| and. slaughter o
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Unsm'pnsmgly, the last chapter, Belund the Rising s, "
',offers the v151en of a future Igbo/BJ.afran centred cmnumty
| Pmblane of hJ.erarchy are mresolved frcm earl1er portions of the" :
.-text the lnstorical :

a of ’Bi_a'fra's’ 'defe_a't,.-'i,s :Lgnored
Qmoha for whan the ne_ v111age of Unuoha 15 named nevar.

fresolvedthe pu:oblals of ‘ 'tment But what of it? The problem*. |
13 that lbzu bases h:Ls propaganda frar a Blafran msplred natlon on - |
. | .false | gmmds the surpluses (234), "newfound JUY" and
"commnallstlc flag" (235) are enpty words deplctlng a hoped for-' -

'vbutlostgream AsJ‘ulJ.etI OJcmlnnhasremarked

The abrupt endmg of thenovelonanoptlmlstlc note,.'
0 :', R betraya Mezu g mpatleqce vath the ugly past and“amnety :
- o t.hat someth:l.ng mrthwlule oome out of the de' . ctlon of.r

Af,ami'attacked“the. pmblems of"cl'as's“. In | the 1-as§i v_énalysi*sj;)-»ezuf
has ptroduced "[a] ,cultural apology :m the gulse" 'of "a gomtlve- .

:ﬁ & u M (}hzu, 1973 105) 22 he aff;_ms h]_s om world VleW,
i T \’“r(‘“ :

tiqueofm.sc t:l’zrov.aghh:.sac:‘c.lons23 md.mgonafalselyv '
Cen s

;ani” in.: domgmso stlfles Omoha's potentlal tofully perform a .-
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herolc note, : the chﬁtlcal funct:l.on meoha perfo:zms early in the
textlstmdermt Mezu thus mﬁeﬁunes lu.s 1dealcum1m1tys.ﬂ
" commanding’ tenet B "We owe it as a duty to tell our children"

"nothmgmtthetmth
}v:Lewsof Lukacs though
"artlstlcfallm:e '

t:ruth" (214) Once aga:m the_-.‘

ther top1c are relevant to Mezu s

. 9
: @?ﬁ ,_" ‘

f.«'xx
£

the loglcal conclusmn of all thJ.s 15 that ‘

| ', 1smockedas not J,nconfomltyw:.th e@enence, w1th the"

: s \"really valuable," w:.tfi the "spec1al naturetthe umer

e 'rmﬁs mmanmlsm >preva113 externally [1 3 ' a8, the

"<Anovel 5 exp11c1t mtent] ~ bt the ot.her attztude [the

e author s soc1al struggles] m a sub 1d way prevalls'
'v’mternally {lmpllc1tly] (Koffler in Plnkus 45)

9

L I N c Am.ebo 1s ‘an Igbo yho served. :Ln theN:Lgenan.'lk

”’mllz.tary attamed the rank of maJor ’1n 1965 and Bhort«lyﬂ«fz

W':'-thereafter remgned frcmms poetto assunea cmmissiminthe]

~ Biafran forr:ces 24 ‘ Flghtmg on the front-lmes Am.eho perscnally‘ g
__._""_ﬁexpenencedm.nchofthe sold:me::s' war that he relates inm
'MMM oavmity ‘of Sacrifice, "A Hezro's Welccme" and "In the Pront

' Line."2s Intheserespectsm;.ebo 18 in a_ better poeltionto'



‘l-supply mformatlon about the feelmgs and op:.m.ons of Blafran,' B

troopsthan so Mezu. mosedescnptlon ofthe front lmes is

“"(‘/

3 cursory at best 'me soldler-c!m-rpvellst offers greater £

'_obJectlvrty than hls c1villan oougxterpart (*Mezu) Whlle

descnbmg the dlfflcultz.es of hJ.erarchy and class through hls i -

protagomsts—--CaptaJ.n Ben;y W and Sergearq: \Cynl Agxm'o |
Amebo qu:.te clearly Ms ‘one eye on the past and the other on :
| future 'I‘he expl:.clt deplctlon of . flaws 1n ‘Biaf; %

i rommmmd stzmrmreuzhare “in -the mtens:l.fled focus that a.
"mihtary hlerarchy prov1des-—whlch cmtn.buted to the nation's
Jdem:.se are of hlstoncal mterest whlle the social oonfllcts'l
ag.smg frcm h15tor1cal 31tuat10ns are lmpllCItlY presented as

_probleus that a now retm:Lted ngerra uust overcome 'IZh:Ls is an -

inversionof Mezus process of look:.hg backto create what mlghtv :

: have been for Am.ebo 1ooks baok “to 111mu.nate problems that“

'._'soc1ety faces in the present - Thus where mzu Jumped from»

ch.tJ.cal reallsm to a fallacrous 1dea11sm, Anelbo appears to. bex

."'groundedm;a_@atall t:ures

o t"hat':'

Juliet . Okorkowo has m::l.tten of The Anonmg[ of Sacrifice

- . !

- .

)

Thebest thmg:.n thenovellstlwexcellent character '

portrayalofthemajor protagomsts Tbat th:.slsbi‘.‘



L et -'86 _ L
B Am.ebosnm.n concemm shomm thetltleswhn.chhe-_‘-f;
: has glvento hls dlffex;emt chaptem, wmch altemte_"f' |
»lbetwaen @aptam BenJY (h [s:.c] a‘nd "Sergeant:,‘v '
ACYI‘:Ll Agumo --'nae [s:.c] sold:l.ers hhose u%nduallty, to
'wts:Lders is usually effaced by the severe sgmemss of o

" ‘their khaki tm:.forms, gssma in this . novel thelr
'dlfferentlated personalxt:.es, _ exiubltmg : fear,

’_hravary and. callousness Just llkehuman B
‘"than (173)

A
- e

_ camum.ty 'Uh&orm" dep:.cts tha loss of:_ |
- ‘ "”.:Ldentlty, whet.her natmnal or tribal, L
nuchhas it 1llustrates the loss of J.rxiividuallty wit.hm an armet.. - —
'force mbothcases the 1nd1v1dual 91VBS my to acollectlve’f' o
Cwill, wh:l.ch Am.ebo reveals as a false ream:y because there is agf;?""'
"‘:-"'_yet no famdation fop it m ngem or Biafra, '_ e b
Rplated to and. bearmg ‘mch in conimon w:.th the - meauof?f‘
. tm:l.forus 13 Aruebo's qse of chapter headings 'I'hese offer G
o than mere s:.gnposts to wmcn character's conscimsness "ccm:rols" )
R ',tbe narratlve at glven pbmts 1""; 'l‘he distmctim is in rank"
4‘A(hle(archy) as well a8 in name (self) a stress n nuivmmnyﬁi; &




BO

thus mvokes l:.beral attltudes . whereas rank offers the

perspect:.ve of a. confiolled class consc1wshess (;e ' the . \‘

- ..,,relatlonshlps among dlfferent levels wljzhm the hlerarchy) o ‘;

‘ Am.ebo was an offlcer, so0- one may reasonal:}y expect a .
'f narratlve whlch leans m suppor't of Captam Onwra 5 personallty
| and class because, in R. D Lamg s words "Our behavmur 1s a, |

¢

‘ -'_functa.on of our expenence We act awordmg to the way we see

: 1[thmgs n Jbreover, Lukacs adds that

v

Every'wrlter is the son of h1s age.‘ The contradlctory

»

tendencles of “the age affect ' the wnter m a
. -

oontrad:.ctory and crlss-cross fash:.on 1t is very
’,dlfflcult ior the ter to really free hmself frcm the
scurrents agd ﬁuctuatlons of hls t:une and, ,w:.thm them,

) ‘~fmnthoseofhlsclass 27 |

| ._Both statements mey put to profltable use mexammatloq of

Y

y 'cha.racter qd characterlzatlon in. Amebo s novel “the exmtu.natlon -

WJ.ll show the extent 7i:o wh:.ch Amebo and h:Ls protagomsts
- }transcend such r1g1d theoretxcal structures by revealmg any bxas
:.1nherent in the presentation, as wall as in t.he soczal vislon that

. . . ) IR . R L o P

oo

. From theoutset lt“slmld béstresged that Am.ebo's , -

. '.;}:'}__f,j '_ R E I -87-”-".

i el .
. . y
. o WA
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enphas:.zesthe presence of a dJ.alogue, where the "foroeS” of""'

destructlon on the outslde [1 e.;. N:Lgena] are natched by the;r

forces of self-destructlon within® (Feuser 139) the men and their '
ocnmmlty Thls approach whlch stands m cont}est ‘to Ekwensa. and
: Mezu 5 monologues and Qnotoso 5 hz.thy lmu.ted d.].alogue, of/ ers. ,}_‘} T
the potentlal for senous growth away fmm the wrlter s Orlglnal.;-, L
socxal v:Ls1on. the oppos1t10nal nature of the text 1f the wnter -'
: takes ms task senously, ‘ wlll expandhls own thoughts ThJ.s s
latter po:.nt is undersoored by Amebo m hls chome of ep:.graph by
Dag Hamnarskjold (the forme.r U N Secretary General who Amebo o

act”and the sacrlflclal v1ct1m are opposates ‘and to- be Jwiged as . '

such " empha51zes the need for ratlonal thought: developed from
dlverse perspectlves - The shootmg of Onwura by h;umo and

Pgumos death at the rénd.s of a f:.rmg squad arepmgnantg‘j :

sacz/:lflces because* of thelr analogous meanmg to natlon states
An. exammatlon of these acts w111 offer a per:spectlve on Am.ebo' S
‘and his’ cenmnal (re)v:.smn 28 RIS RRANE "
. The novel 's tme span 1s a brlef three daysv' 'the pmJected
penod*mat Wlll pass between Captam 9nwura s two V1$1ts to hls

flancee Franca. | Structurally,' thls approach gIves the reader a f

managbable entry: mto the noVel by lncludmg mterest m Sne of- _

“the protagomst's personal 1ives - "’A:guably, however, Amebo'

wtule in Katanga) wherem the last lme,_ "The sacnfxcxal, o



'j:‘.themtrummsordemandsofothers N as.,_

._4

| ; .usurpe the d1alogue because the opem.ng chapters are centred on_-{
" Oawra there is no mteractlon, ™™ change m perspect:we unt:.li::
" Agutro and Onwra are brought together nuch later ‘The dice are
| "L;not loaded m(hwura 5 favcm: however because Agtmo 5 character'._. '
Cis further developed after he kllls Onwura, in Part Flve the"‘_-
"‘.'V'Epllogue Beg:mm.ngs and end:mgs then are, used to deplct nan
'alone, vymg for mderstandmg ‘and control of hn.s h,fe" w:.thout:v'

. : o"‘-‘ )
Thecrucz.al mc:.dentm thenovellstmexpected AQWUOhas-

dlsobeyed Onwuras \zy to retreat, whlch results m a'.‘

-~

o confrontat;.on between ‘them. at the comnand post At fJ.rst, the

narrat:we 1s close to Onwura ' a certa:.n ~‘t:autness and author:f'ty' ‘

-

reflect th:Ls fact Aguro is’ expected to subnlt to tms authonty,; |

| -v'-but he" pulled out hls pistol cockmg it in the same movement,
and before hls coumander could cock hlS nfle, fired three shots o
in qu:l.ck successmn" (101) killing mwura Agumo is mt reacting' .
"ﬁtoanequalwz.thwkmtherecanbedebate "hlsccmnander o
expects the h1erarchla1 rules whlqh desmnated hJ.S power to have._v o
an effect 'mey‘dp not and 80 t.he nar:r:at:we perspectlve we have'_
| “'occupzed 1dent1fy1ng w1th mwura s sense of order,, o s

-~

~ R
(d

note that Agmn 1s called "Iocal Second Lleutenant“ a 'prcmotlon '

(S

.

Am.ebo repeats thescenefranhg\msperspect.we It 1sof‘_-

s



‘e

eon

/ bestowed on hun by mwra for bemg "the most capable" (87) member'

/

he can':Les éomewhat more power and authorlty than he hltherto had_ |

| Once agam fear took fllght :Ln81de Cyrll but it was

o followeﬁcl%;sely by elat1on "So that's how it 1s," he

-_thought as§9adoptedtheoowboystancehe hadadmlr
’ vso much in - lems b-' "Well let s see who draws flrst'

e
g

I

Untramed and unmltlated 1n the vays of offlcers, Pgum reverts

to popular culture as a’. means of managlng the s:.tuatlon

Oonsequently, gus pathetlc 11ttle scene of good guy and bad guy |
bemg dec1ded by the speed w1th whlch he. can retrleve hJ.s plStOl |

\and kill Ommra enters l‘us conscmusness ' It does not audlbly»
~enter the void between  himself and: Onwura thcmgh because it 48 .
Just a thought Accordlng to Wlllfr1ed Feuser, théef novel 5
domlnant theme is "the old con.fllct between reason and passmn,”f "
.tolerance and blmd bellef" (139) From the foregomg scene, Péumo

| may be newed as a man of “passion a.nd "blmd %he}" who acts'

N ‘accordmgly So too may Qlwura be reallzed in the formula of"

"reason" and "tolerance" Nevertheless, these ‘are .only the

SR

. oftheoonpanyto)assuneconmand andassuchpgumo bellevesthat



superf:.c:xal J.nfluences that ﬂbtlvate these “ﬁ’ behJ.nd each term

'”_ 11esan env:.mrmentaldetemmer,vanldeology ofsor;s, that:.e

wlthtlusnotldnofldeologym mmd the textureanddepth:‘"

v

i

"9
S
)

%

S

Agmm The salute glven, ) Onwura retreats froln "danger

(

establiShed, so

ncnchalant, hlS responsesare sullen (100) Thus Onmras“real
authontyrenamm’demmed Agunos reactionsa]re mfonnonly : E

v R 2

A&zofthe novelare enhancedm thereadmg of'eachscene Aguno ‘
! "'beneves hehas offereda fair fight; even though he hashot "‘ e
| comnmlcated this fact ore.uy Onwra notlces only "the hostile
stance, and ‘the grenades and the - pistal;! - seeing. gm0 asa,'_'”' |
' "dangerous character to be handled carefuny"-'-a rauonenzauon e
| that is eerrect becauseg "hig bram warned" mm (99) Agumo soaks

;"' ; log:.cally to emp1r1cal data Nelther protagomst has any l.dea of |
g the J}deologlcal gulf that separates them tbey only know that |
there'is a differemce.- . .. *7‘ '_’ N
Onmra adheres to the mrld of mllltary rules, ‘ attempt ‘ -
\ to‘ relnforce hls 1deology s dommance, and demands a salute franfv_ o

ne penphery of hls mrl:g v:ww-—to a "gentlemanly"," 1f t;‘mre severe .

mne‘t (110) . Apparently, he belleves , the hlerarchy re-_-_ BRI
that control rettmzstohm Pgum ho‘aver has :
contlmxed to respcnd on a lmmal level hls salute 1s

a5 -



O

&cause the meanmg (cotmutment to mllrtary prmples) behmd

them1sgone Weare mthe mdstof apower play, albem:one

’/.:.

that nelther partrc1pant J.§ fully oonscmus of‘fer—&al:.datlon of ’

a soc1al v:Lsmn (lmu.ted as, it is to the way 1n whlch the front DU

lmes w111 be orgamzed) '> s ;V ) S

,, Onwurahas lost aut:horlty becauseAgw\o fulfllledhlsrole
when . he repulsedan enemy-attack (96), whereas Onwrahasbeen

unable to fulfll hls mtermedlary role—-he has been unablé to’

B produce a. plentlful supply of armed remforcements and retreats S

R

have ‘re) edly been 51gnalled In. both s:muatlons Onwura hasf ,v

- falred to explam hlS needs satlsfactonly, o h{s ’ superlors or"
o the lack of support adequatelg, to hls Junlors Ommra requestsi" .
'_re:l.nforcemexzts for his canpany conmanders but those at ‘a hlgher

: 'level in- the hlerarchy do not respond mnedlately Agumo repulses

an attack but Onwra reallzes that Aglm and hlS men mll be cut-‘_'*‘"

~>

*."off from supplles and support because the ccmpamesone:.therf‘"_-

- '__flank of kgmno have been pushed back Thus Onwura 'S opos:.tmn 1s_}:-. ’

"‘m the mlddle, w1th demands pressmg upon hJ.m from r.he other two
: -1evels of the 'lnerarchy,, His' p051t10n g:.ves hJ.m a more complete
"‘bnnewthanhgumosdoes andheholdsto1tbecausehecanth1nk1n

A

,,theabstract (1e, m terns of - thmgs not d1rectly seenor k

: .~exper1ehced) \Agmo thJ.nkmg 11terally, responds to actualltles, |

" not probabr(lltles (hwura s perspectlve repeats the narratlve in

R -

L . R i . . . o




ia“'f,oc«“ ding:
B‘.heﬁlysn.cal challenge.l

Wwf

phyelcal code.,of beastrllke survxval that

34 rua‘ff&;\) R
appropnate -the :Ldeology behind his: ‘new n’ale, he

qu:.fe | .s:unply extends his" mitlal idealogy to ‘_accept new

= 't‘hey are met 29 For instance, vﬁen}hls men

L

,ﬁ?gum 8 code is’ centered on 1 the perpeéuatlon of '

: expenence. 'Ihus as a cetmander of men, Aglm: '.

¥
A
.; .u..

| t, Aguno 0y%] w1th violence——an effective but ‘
s short_—liv’ec_l‘;'me‘ans of ret ‘support for‘e systan--‘_“'-...he S
| '_.sw:.velledt.ha gunto hJ.sright Hﬁ@rehelcouldsee m:atofhls

> (95) }bre mformatlveﬁ' wo - dlscaver cs(p.le vmlence asa_

| desertmgmen,"vamiopened fn:e, cutting dmmthoseatthehead"v"



-.vefﬁ:.t\_ ent,, the second klllmgs merely remforce and valldate :
| haumo’
‘:lus control of others R EEEE x\ S

s newfoxmd sense of control :Ln h:Ls 11fe wh:Lch emanates from

. Wemay nowassess morefully the mtlvatlon eachmanhasto'

: .{;*'\mﬂ‘lght for Blafrf BenJy Onwura Serves the collectlve w111 ‘he
e frgh\:s for what has been,. the topography and vegetatlon Qestroyed_, ”

-had '1apped her" (27) Aguno utlllzes hls phys:.cal prowess wmle-:.'-";‘ ., ‘ ;
hig moontrolled emotlons use hlm,_ and the result is brutally'.f '

by\enemy shellmg, as nuch a§ he flghts agamst the personal, |

Lo

and l:us people“(15) Onwra s is a natlonallstlc sentlment that

fanullalanﬂ ommmaltragedles that "the enemywasdomg totum_.‘v o

arlses from persona.l expenences Onwura is flghtmg to save t'Jns R

' oomrlmity, to pronde a home for his future fam:.ly "Benijy really' :

wasmlles away ‘Nowthathemsm longermderpressure[fran-d"

the flghtmg] h1s tlnxghts went mmedzately to Franca" ( 17) -

There is a texzure to Onwura's 11fe that confounds hlS sﬁ:uatn.on o

| ; at the front HJ.S act1ons, relatlonshlps and thoughts are for a:‘ :

futurefamllalhfemthlscolmn.mlty o
Cynl Agwro by way of contrast fmds hmself flghtmg as a



| phys:.cal actlve response to hls life he beats h:l.s w:.fe because -

' she calls masculmty into questlon, ,then he 1eaves for the
front to p h.'LS masculmlty’(za)a Cynl Pgumo ln.ke BenJy

i(hmra wasmtheamybeforesthevar,axﬂsoltrﬁ’hkelythat
he would have ended up fxghtmg for Blafra anymy\ mrthemore,

in the ngerlan army, Pgum hadad:.stasteforthosewmheld

- ranks hlgher than hlS own because of theJ.r condescendmg att:.tude .

to h1m (62) and becauSe hls mfe slept w:Lth them (27) Hence, . L

s
'hlgher levels of the lhlerarchy allenate Pguno from the system

fe....

_1tself Hls actions are ba?}ed on ‘Fecoy

“ hJ.m personally, not t:o ass:.st hls comrum.ty. Agaxn,’theWre 1s an

' .‘echo of Pa Ukohas and ofipaptamsv:.smns--fmg_:rg,;veth
. n}

vPeace—-here L ' ' ’

Agumo themanofactlon,andawra,themanofttnlght the
o one w1th lmuted the other w:.th a larger vismn of society are .
thﬁxst together mth:.h the mlltary Both have the1r roles to

'”_'tb-play within. ‘the system but Onwura; and Pgumo are antagom.stlc in
bacl?gmmd and cmtlook Iromcally, the pattern for rewa.rding men
w:.thm this system underlmes the men 5 dlfferences “and t;he
- poss:.ba.llty of oonfllct Benjy Ofwra is prcunt.ed pecause the

systemsees a"goodbattalionéarmnder"m tu.m further hels_ |
,;::posted’tpthemdca dJ.stnctbecause he' "mll beoperat:l.m mav""

‘,\,famlllar area” . Ocmura 5. react:l.on to thepranotion is a,_'>_] |

»"mgwhathasbeenlostto.

= e



nn.xture of pleasure at the reoogm.tlon of his worth deflatlcm at‘ o
theupset 1t will causehisparsonalllfe, al_ahalf—rellglo\as

to God: for hlS "dev10us" iane . of operatlon (4)

Onwura is concerned w1th the deta:.ls of llvmg and

»

' 'so he feels negllgent gomg to the front w1thout stralghtenmg out:

lus nal affairs. Contmulty, proprlety,, and conslderatlon',

-ehere 1sOnwuras wlshtoseeFranca andto

._‘forothers areapartof Onwura, asmchasthd,roleofanofflcer_.

_who follows orders all of these are aspeéts of his. code, derlved ‘_
fran the mllltary ordermg of hlS llfe Thus he has nuch to do.
but ha gsmulates the new 1eadersh1p mle w1th ease. ‘

' ' Cynl Agumo s pranotlon follows a sllghtly dlfferent oourse,‘
N for he ":therlts" ‘the rank of Seoond Lleutenant when hJ.s
- oannander Ekemezle-—ls blownupm hJ.strenoh (64), and heand, |

| - John have repulsed an. attatk (7%ff) , whlch glves Onwura cause’ to -

,pramte/bg\mb (87) Apparent acceptance by the s“‘}:e glves'"
| Pgum s actlons crede a, hence future | -~ to act, but he

1 doesn t understand 1ts lex:.ty Ironlcally, _ Agumo' s reactlon’

to the first stage: of hJ.s promotlon (the unoffic:.al but necessary; :

on of oonmand) has some parallels mth\(xlwra s tlon
:.‘\. : - o ‘-

Cynl was not maffected by Lleutenant Ekenezz.e s death
» but 1t was offset by the reallzatlon that he was the.v'[

PN
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¥

"‘-platooncam\ander "memrehetrn.\ght of 1tthe - _

.A'betterhe felt, andthemre’hewentbacktothecamnn

'bellef that d@ath was fqr the.other man.. "Oh God once
- again, I offer my thanks~ and pralses to thee.' Qlld:ly"'
' - N

L he nuttered 4 fewve;'ags of Psalm 23. (65) U .' e ’Q,

. Pgt.mo s e{ljtlon parallels Ommra '8; thareA 1s\hdwever a' s.tr,angeb

‘inversion in ‘his assmpt:.on? of the comnander‘s mle«e" %
| .bellef that deam vas for the. ' other man” s ah %
] Qmura s notlon that the "mfenor got pmmtion before hJ.m" (4)
_Sllperstltlon, ' be/llef and ' surv:wal vare p1tted agalnst;- |
ratlonallzatlons rather than a loglcal assessmentr . ‘And this 1s .
N understandablef because Qmura ‘s earller attnmﬁm of "devi -
»to God is the rational thought of an educated mldly skeptlcal
-‘Chnstlan (82) ' Agmo contrastmgl?, does not. thmk

‘ﬂ‘iiifeirehtially, but . SuperstltJ.CJUSIY' " "He restorethmy soul “he ‘_:

.-_‘leadethmemthepaths "(65) God has done this deedforhlm\

'offlcer] ..Not once hadhe ever thmght whathe muld do vhen he' |

‘This fact -is underllmd by Agumos lxmxted mtellect and
}m\agmatlm - "He \Just saw h:msélf :m the umform [of an E

| got ‘into [:Lt] "(30), except to "show Maria what he could oif T
'ty" (70). Again his thoughts are lmu.ted o
11fe' thlsmanopporttmtyto wmhis mfeﬂack B

/ R T R ‘.r\
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In his flght mtl(h'xe/ﬁxgenans Pgmno dlstmgulshes hmself

. because once actlvely flghtmg he loses all fear h:Ls physmal
(

response brings hls emotlons mder control Before, the flght the

’ soldler, John ‘worries about Aguno s competence,. as .hJ.s barrage
of quest:.ons and dropp:.ng of the obllgatory 51gn of respectfm' _
’—(72), 111ustrate Seemg Agumo f:l.ght 80 - feroc1ously--lus mmd
,' occupied w1th chartmg PhY‘Slcal responses--—John s respect »returns
Agumo h:.mself reallzes he has eamed 1t : .. tsirl It sounded
more respectful than ever befare” (73) o
Onwura demands respect because .of hlS rank callmg up

N .
mges of t.he comnunal support for th:l.s v1ew~-"dlsobed1ence-

durmg wartlme" results 1n a f1r1ng squad (100). Agtmb does not"
. react to this: a.bstract:.on, J.nstead he fogsses on- the mmedlate

physmallty of a situation. HJ.s response is an mtu:Lted -Wlal

- ope: “'Oh' Now ycm know you are in danger" Cyrll thought "'Yes‘,i.

~'speélk ftly because if youdontyoumlght start somethmg that.'

“will ely swallcw you" (104) Onwura's soft vo:Lce is 'perceived .

““_'hasa sound of walmess while the ugé) of "swallow" an a'ctc'{of :

- cmsdmtlon, pmpomts Agwno 5 code of tbughness surv1val of the

-flttest That these “are pgwno s thmghts is also mportant

.'because the spoken wo;: mlght draw a response and create

_yoonfus%n he would in- fact be entermg Onwura s realm by
v 4 ‘ _

547-
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re-eetabhshmg hlS sen.ée of . self worth.
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speakmg arealmmmlchwehaveseenh_lm1mab1t asubordmete

B pOSJ.tlon : Agmml@s«rmtenonzed every’thmg subverted hls who1€ ‘
S w.Lll from. the emot:we to the bestlal sel? that rés:.des w:.thm hlm

' He senses the fear of his prey., St - L ff-- 49.”

Y

Onwura s call to th orderly breaches meach.asm sel)aratlng

TaL

s - e

t.he two men, for a larger carmnﬁty s exlstence “ig recogn:x’Zed by

vth men.  he (u

' phys:.cal movement--

allowmg Onwura “to brmg- h1$ rlfle to

the ready! (100),,but he "aid not think he Shoukd cock it yet. It“’ o

. ~99_.}.

orderly attracts Agumo's attentlon-- L

mlght not even be necessary" (101) It 1s s:Lgmflcant that' ot

. Onwura 5 call is- “to the orderly, for'lt reveals: that a vmce
\
o breachmg the v01d of thls standoff _can stlll have an effect

' albelt only to’ a ln.stener (Pgm\o hears the orderly 1lstens), :
* only cne still mdoctr:.nated in the spec1f1c 1deologacal fraﬁéwork

(the exlstmg soc hi archy) will? reSpond \'me orderly obeys\

"thecomnand Ag\mreacts E \ I ‘ :

ot
-~

';God the“l‘*ather" thought Cynl lookmg in the dlrectlon‘
- of'the r.umung onderly "1 had forgotten all about him! '
- Well thebastagimwhashisg\matthereadysolhavef 5

'~tomove mththe C\mmngofatortom wi’rlmyheart
L everstopthemaddance""(lO‘i) | e

Lo



S o o -100 -—."b'
' The call. for a thmd party is a &each of Agmmqgeoode for he-had'

for the nost ‘part stood aloneonthe perlpheryof the system, :

| ’;wllether m the front 11nes or - m a c1v111an I'C?J.e Moreover, the

L cowboy sl‘mudmm he emn.sages 1s threatened Slmllarly, the

“.ralsmg of the . gun is- not seen as - remforcement for the ‘
:'-»cmtmuance of . argument (I ll lay my gun down and talk aga:Ln when o
" he's dlsa;med) , but as an exp11c1t threat--he camot know that 1t =

1s not pr:uned to be fJ_red Hence, Onwurk tm gestures——ralsmgf

-but .not cockJ.ng the gun——are m:.sconstrued \and read as‘ a smgle _ .j'

»slgn—-a threat Adrenalm fmally takes over, removmg Agumo from |

o _the lmu.ted mtellectual restralnt he has left : Consequently, :

B ‘the orderly 8 hesxtatlon (a ratlonal response to the danger of

confrontmg a "ma 1 ._ one who wn.lls to usurp the rulmg order)
mltlates Aguno s mstmcts so he makes "to unbuckle hls belt "

o _‘shrleks " INow!! (104) anid k:Llls Onmra ‘I Keeping with tus]

solltude, v hls mtenorlzatlon of all posswle actlons Pgwm s
shnek is ln hJ.s m.md alode and [Ele] the usual warm.ng in.a duel—

'1s not glven , The ‘end note . of" ,Q.A tn.me to lull/A time to _

o heal fmm Ecclesmstes, once-- more attests to pgum s . ,'_-

| 'per315tence in 11teral readmgs of all 51tuatlons Onwura s death

,attests to hls mabllxty to comwrucate, to v1ew Pglmo as an

_' i ally, as ‘another bemg w:.th s:.mJ.lar frustratlons

The pomtlons of Agumo and Onwra are 1ncompat1ble at the end
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"becausethere:.snocam\on grouhd the latter 1s m astmng,.

: i ” oy
i r_cile;withihﬁ.me

'.v‘pomtlon because of chis rstanding o:
prevalentsoc:.alorder Wformar sees no such strengthand]-_
subsequently mtults the need to en.force recogmtlon of h:.s‘ .
.-presence w1thm the order to hlmself as nuch as to others "
D Pleadmg for his owrr part1c1patory role,j*gum foun(l mwura, and
by extensmn the new' Blafran soc1ety, negllgent Onwura 8
thoughts ‘were dependent upon his- soc1al pos:Lt:Lon and stood 1n

e

re;l.atlonshlp to 1t, such :

. .-(

» sn.tuatlons contlrmally se m hlstory -in which . o

,majoﬁ soc1al vclasses react by oonsmermg and"

' ',.Tcondemmgthenewrelatlonshlﬁandthenewdeveloment-‘ B

of soc:.ety frem the standpomt of the old ratio (I..ukacs,
"'4'7;)- ‘ : v : .

"_Unable to see Blaflza as an opportumty to. create a: more equltable '
_ ‘and egalJ.tarlan soclety, J.n whlch all could f:Lnd a place and a._'
.‘role, Onwura condemned a revolutlonary nslon because he vas )

‘ uxcagable of escapmg the hlerarchlal order of the mlltary (and.‘
analogously of class in- Blafra or ngerla) D -

, Dleter R1!menscl'me1der smmanzes the novel & message thus
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the senseless dy:Lng of ,two men of d:.fferent soc1al ’
‘7backgmnxis 1smadeto serveasaparadlgmforthe
sense%ess kJ.llmgs of thousands of\hgenaf’xs, many of 'v
themtoo ymmgandmexpenencedtoknowthé issues at

stake. 0 . ... p

'v‘It 1s ‘a polltlcally neutral statement that requlres greater

-clarlflcatlon ' In the epllogue Agumo shares a cell w1th other ™

-

: prlsoners oorm.cted of lullmg thelr offlcers (108 ).. Thls fact

o in 1tself stands as a sharp lesson to natlon bullders who forget "_,

to a edge or mvolve all members of soc1ety in part101patory

' roles tha fulf111 the mdnndual and society's needs. As the tJ.mefb _

.-of his executlon approaches Agumo and h:l.s fellow mmates reflect
'-'that"Nobody cantellwhatanIbomanlsthmklng Youlmowthat-_

;Yourself" (111) - We are made aware that the process of
oomnnucatlon mvolves both the act of speakmg and the act of

-

llstenmg, for to know that someone is th.mlung 1s not to know T

. A'what s/he 1sthm}ung Agim‘olsthmkmg but hls thoughts are -
unknown szrasttn.\ghts too aie Lmk.novm to Agumo. N mwura _

dies, and “Agumo feels "a whlte-hot blmdmg flash [explode] in

h‘lS head" (115) Soc1ety opts not to ask Agum “what he :st .
thmklng 1nstead “the c1v11 war dontumed (115) between :

"j‘_NJ.gerlans Blafrans,u soldlers, c1v111ans, and w1thln man.



. .1q3:-‘:_, -

M!zu began w:l.th cr1t1c1sm of the hlerarchy and altm.lghé 3_‘
ously sympathetlc to hls protagom.st shov.ed the lack of power

and effectlveness of the mlddle class in soc1ety to 1mt18te'_ o

change _ Perhaps there 1s a deep-rooted umullmgness to promote

'change because 1t would affect h1s soc1al group as nuch ‘as, 1t

B muld the group he desplses--those mthe upperechelonswho

A T

debase p051t10n and prrviiege ‘Mezu s narrat:.ve and’ apparent lme

of a.rgment veers away frcm an. analys1s of socJ.al pomt:.on to

. , j_' culmmate in a s:.mpllstlc message about the greatness that Blafra “

would have .geen. f-bwever,' the flnal mgelsofanldylllc.

_ 'soc1ety wtu.ch has no- ba51s in fact it 1s 11ttle more than an
uncritical hlstoncal fallacy that  offers noth:mg substantlal on* )

'v wh:.ch socmty can- (re)bulld Instead Mezu s ooncluslon sadly

" ,emphasues the fallure of the pr1nc1p1es of Blafra 8 revolutlon )
”7/\ . Amebo 8 dlalectlcal novel where one character is outs:.de'" |

' the author s soc1al class, ‘ offen‘s oppos:mg value systems wh:n.ch
~dynam1cally press one another in a varleq\of ways The novel'
e _cr1t1c1zes the ngenan soclal structure that oontmued unabated .
in - BJ.afra Aqleho acutely smmanzes the J@ck of umty and
: 'mderstax'ﬂmg amongst Biafrans which ultimately contr:.buted to the

natlons mpreparednessanddovmfall Asananalogue mg

‘“‘(

Mmuxgim deplcts potentlal soc'J.al oonflig;ts that e

!



e

” ngerla is facmg today whlle also offermg small but sens:.ble o
adv1ce on mat can be done. The natlon 5 leaders mist fuIly
mvolve all c1tlzens equally in the pol:.tlcal process W1thout.

'ootrmmmatmn w1th all. members of the proposed oonstltuency,f

‘e

o wlthout tak.tng J.nto account what they have 1istened. to, the

4

\

: draws forth the need for an unders

1ma91ned coumxmty Mezu ennslons W.l.ll be llterally no more

thanthat F o : ‘.':'*-.f

1

D1d Mezu and Anlebo cut across ethnlc, professmnal and .'

natlonal aff111at10ns to produce a re\ased commnal v1slon "for
the whole of human soc1ety°" The answer, bluntly stated 1s no.

Ethm.c con51deratlons do not. - enter these mono—trlbal narratlves,

mlnorltzes w1thJ.n Blafra (Ib:.b;os, IvJaws,» OgOJas) are absent |
unseen, unheard forgotten Professio :afflllatl,ons pre\fall'f m |
Mezu's. novel but his cr1t1cal appr: isal of them a@hasizes'his 1"
_ sociallst stance ‘ There is part1a1 Success, then, in the author s |
. awareness of thls fractlous area- of soc1ety AnJ.ebo s cholce of a‘:‘_-
mllltary-orlented perspectlve requlres the malntenanc_e of

(hlerarchally p031tloned) professmnal cllques, whilst it also

F of rol,es other than that

ane 1nhab1ts hJ.erarchal JObS oognltlve soc:Lallsm Becau.,e both

narratives are centred wlthm Blafra,- they offer mono-natlonal‘ L
(Blafran) perspectlves Neverth&less, ‘ Anlebo's less ‘obvious and

emphat:l.c natlonallsm allows mternatlonal appropnatlon of& h1s __

iy
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| '._text s hutan 1ssues Mezu s overt Blafr;x natlonallsm, h:.s use of‘
. spec:.f:.c B1afran h:l.stor:.cal events for instance narrows the focus
A and usefulness of his concerns to others Nelther author creates | v
a oonmmal v151on for all mank:md but Am.ebo contrlbutes the mst’ S
tothatworthvdulegoal |
: Omtoso s popullst concems in The 'Combat Cc:mbat have been surppssed-.
 wy ‘Amgbo bec:ause Aniabo indicdtes greas. in which change must be
,.effected-—better oaml.imcatlon and understandlqg among | all strata '_ :
- of soc1ety~ Unllke Ary.ebo Qnotoso pushed for .

one soclal group If he had been successful "then confllct .not »
| mxderstanding would héve been the more likely resul:\'. Mezu, l:Lke,v 4
Ekwensx, 1s ‘a Journallst Both v:\nters are s:.ckened by the waste
handloss causedby thewar, andso eachends hlsnarratlveon. |
(textually, | at’ least) an unsubstantlated fallacy ansz ‘s,
‘ _narrative, on a more lJ.mlted scale than | Mezu's couplete .
 overhauling of - commmal  history, - deplcted ‘thed individual -
attemptlng recoup hlS losses Whether stressmg the role. of an '
| or a oonm.mlty, thrwgh reportage or art,leach wrlter,"‘ 'j L

way, hascreatedaocmmlpossm;.lltympart' Y
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So far the ngerlan leftocrats have sh:ered thlS o

o respons:.blllty 1n se Lcntlc1sm 'Ihey have f led
ql

to dlscrlmmate, , even wlthm thelr ranks) the: seif—

,seekers the opportm:.sts the radlcal ch1c and the

stai}'cly 1deolog1cal 1lllterate for wmm the company .

outsmé the social "1@ent1fy1ng-w1th" >

o

. repetn.tmus senu.nars and coffee-roast or the staff

“

clubs w1th the:.r hollday-resort fac111t1es, beyond _ |

the publlc gesture of assoc1atlon w1th an equally

- is. all and for whcm nb soc1al responslblllty exlsts o

meroductlve Left , It 18- t:me to ask the rigorous o

quest:.on what are you really contrlbutmg to :

soc1ety whlle am1tmg the revolutlon"

C -— “Wole Soymka "The critic anci
N ‘soc1ety Barthes leftocracyand

.'. : : le‘ Al New York: mthuen,
| : P 1984).“,.54.' . B L . it
' i .b < . / -
'1067 o ’
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" pesthetics and Activism in Selected Wrifings by Wols Soyinka

In oontrast to othpr wnters on the ngenan Civil War, Vole

Sorylnka has openly expressed and enacted his h{ghly personal \n.ews

" on aesthetlcs ‘and soc1al oomn:l.tment hoth op:.m.on and actlon axe ,v

» ) part of the pub11c reoord presentmg the opporttmlty for a more

oomplete understand:mg of the mterrelatedness of literature and .

: pohtlcs, through an hlstorlcal ovemew of the man, _his’ wr:.tlr}gs; :

and hlS actlons The wnters we nave already ex.amlned have

\

' --offered soc1al v151ons m thelr flctlve presentatlons but these e

have usually been contradlctory or inoanplete S 0. Mazu offers a :

¥ v
thmly dlsgulsed, aesthetlcall’y torturous statement of oontinumg

.-suppbrt for the faJ.led Blafran 1deal in M_u_n
Kole Omtoso presents a general oondelmatlon of* wa.r in hJ.s'

'_novella where this pol:.t:.cal end is ach:.e@d at some expense to
‘ the story s structural hanmny : The Bzafrans--Achebe Amebo :
) Ekwens1, Nwapa, ‘Okara and Mezu—-m théir war wntmgs have created.

_ya diverse group of soc1al v181ons w1thout fully reoonc:.lmg the »

dontradlctlons that exist between the:Lr own actions and thelrv

: work they wrlte from the perspectlve of the Biafran, ‘at a pomt

L ,when Blafra no longer exlsts though Ekv.enm

»

,' - 107 . R '
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E _‘lB a partlal exceptlon here. The greater documentatlon by Soymka
: of hJ.s respectJ.ve aesthet:.c and social concerns perm:.ts the cr1t1c; .

-  to explore more fully the oonscmusly worked through p051t10ns of' W

"theart:l.st, mcluthngthe (dJ.s)congruo\.xselementsmeach Fromv

- thls foundatlon a more complete assessment of the \vn.abﬁlty of

- 50y1nka 5 1mag1n X camm:.ty in _gso_n_A_rmi my be made
'Soymka s prlson?hemu, The, Man D1ed mn notes of Wole -. '
S_omga (1972) 2 and the syntactl"_

GSSaYS, Myth therature and the Afrl
an. ce" of uncollected essays, .mth" reviews - and
biographi fragments to pmv:.de a deeper mderstandmg of ms

'mrks of f1ct10n : L : _' I .

_ wOle Soymka s aesthetlc and ‘social pos1t10ns are dlfflcult
to grasp because of the:.r comple:kbase in hlS 1nd1v1duallzed -
' mterpretation and use of Yoruba: mythology and tragedy, cla551cal : |
" Greek tragedy and Nletzschean phllosophy " An entry mto Soymka 5
" views on aesthetlcs and commi tment- 1s posmble, partlally, thmugh_‘
hJ.s responses in a serles of mtemews (1962 65) conducted by A
Ezekiel Mphahlele,' Lewis Nk051 ‘and Dennls Duerden,4 although
Saymka s metaphysucs are not oonscmusly stated at thJ.s pomt
| Soy1nka discerns one line of Comuitment, "and that . is to
[_hJ.s] ,audlence .to. make sure they do not l@ the theatre bored_‘

& troublesome volume of

976) ,3 -complement .



. returned to watch the parformance agam not because of Soyinka s» ok

| | | - 109 —e
:'[ where- the.re 1s no] "obllgatlon to enllghten, to mstruct to -

,tea‘. \ (Duerden and Pleterse,.173) | Th:l.s commtment to o

. 3

ent falls prey to the cr1t1c1sm of Afro-centnc groups (the -

o authors of Toward the Decolomzat:.on of Afrlcan therature for.

',exanple, whose aesthetlc ooncems were dlscussed 1.n Chapéer 1), .. .
'forSoylnkadoesmtexplamormkeaccessmle Thus asSoymka' |
"asserts an audlence 1my heu be entertalned ¢ "the %—called_.v'
'ullterate group of > the camumty R [may return] nlght after-‘ _

| mght" (Duerden and P:.eterse f7‘l),4 but th:Ls does not affirm

| ‘undetstandlng Dance will entertain, action w111 entertan.n, but, .

3 surely, the audience of A Dance of the Forests  for mstance,\

| optmustlc assessment that "there was sanethrng [entertammg] m -

. -

enough to\h\ake them wanttoseeltagam ;" (Duerdenand

B Pleterse, 177), but - because, as SOYmka 5 detractors would m?

t s of 1ts obtuse, maccessmle nature 'Ihe aud:.ence retumed,%
--try once more to ccmprehend the spectacle la:Ld before hem,
as (wo)men contmue to try ‘and undezstand themél '

made. L AY
S Stanley Hacebuh' "poetms and the Myth:l.c Imgmatim""
5 wluch Scxymka (as ed:.tor) publlshed 1n mj.ggg 13 "a close 3‘
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analys:.s of Soymka s aesthet1c L (Benson 278) aid a rebuttal of .
the decolom.zers perspectlve on Soymka Of Central mportance .
“to Macelith s analys1$ is the. statement of Soymka mtent for 1t
' is an all 1nc1us1ve one that stresses Soylnka s phJ.losoph.ical

rather than merely pedagoglcal or moral or polltlcal purpose

N

. &

. The ftmdamental mtentlon behmd SoYJ.nka s J.nterest ¥n

: :.‘Yoruba myth ‘has 11tt1e to do - w1th popularlsmg theo'-‘vF
T archalc, his concern would appear rather to be that of
o dlsoofermg 1n mythlc hlstory oertam pr:.nc:.ples upon :
. - which cmtemporary behav:Lour mlght be. based and by which
| ’) S it m.1ght 1eg1t1mately be judged (Macebuh 209, "

. N
. .Y

 Some measure of obsctrity and dlfflculty has to be expected from a
' proJect of - ttus magnltude ami Soymka 5 forts to express hls

_ ‘phllosophlcal perspectlve in 11terary flctlons should be applauded
because of the 1mp11c1t attempts at popularlzlng those v1ews 7
The earl:.er explanatlon of a 'retum:.ng audlence fpr A Dance of the

EQ therefore Seems. entu:ely plaus:.ble people \return to '_

more fully understand the:Lr world It may only be,.an mtulted

/
sense for them at f:u.‘st but a serise 1t 1s

»

In an essay frcm June-July 1967 "The Fallure ‘of the wnter
r in Afrlca "8 Soyml?a 5 aesthetlcs take a notlceable polltlcal



b : I

' 1eaning,”whi;eﬂii's phllosophlcal newremams embedded B

.

- The uriter nust postpone that umque reflectlon on'

censt:.tuteh:.mself mtoa partof thatmachmerythat."'

will actually shape events (Soy:.nka in Cartey, 136)

The reason for tha.s tum of events was the dlsmal faJ.lure at self— ‘
govemment of mst newly-mdepexﬁent African countnes, and the
declaratlon of .Blafran Independence the prev10us month which -

SNy

";st.rengthened the premonltlon of mlperxilng c1v11 war qumka saw'

’ .the Afncan wrlter as dlrectly 1mp11cated m Afrlca -3 tmubles

e

vbecause theb "wr1ter (had] dcne mthing to. v1nd1cat:e~ hls.

\

| enstence For he - [had] been generally w:.thout v1310n" (Soymka

in Cartey, 137) In place of v:Ls:Lons of camunal 11fe in h::s art

the Afncan : wr:tter had produced "a Jnagnitude of unfelt'_
"_.'abstractlons" (Soylnka mCartey, 137). Such abstractlons were N

s due to the wrlter 5 1solated posn:lon in soc:Lety, for :

. .he mlstook hu own‘personal and tenporaxy cultural
Apredlcament far the, pzredmamnt of h18 entire soc:.etyl'

experlence and events wluch is what makes a wrltgr-—and ;

el -

e

. anq turned attent:.on frcm what wasreallyhaypem.ng

wﬁﬂnn that spcmty.. He even tried to give soc1ety}‘_. I

[ . ;
. ) L} —
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samthmg that the soc:.ety has nev:er lost—-lts 1dent1ty
(Scy;mka in Cartey, 137- 38) 9 | e

’

Later, Soymka sets Nigeria amde as ’Rcountry whereu"the wrlters"'

were "artlculately watchful" (Soy:mka in Cartey, 140), thus there -

< 1s ‘the 1mp11c1t sense that Soylnka is not ndqung himself, that

hJ.s er.tJ.ng is as ‘much about the commmlty as about the,,

'v1duals dep1cted wl'th:l.n 1t He is not a wr:..ter who abdlcated

h:Ls responslbllltles because hlS mrk is - concerned /mt.h hlSl"

. ?

soc19ty 8 1dent1ty--1ts culture

A concern'. w1th culture strengthens soc1ety, but not a

: ' i
functioned in African society as the record of ‘the mores

and experlence of his soc1ety and as the voice of» v151on

in his own t:une (Soymka ln Wastbeng 21 hlS stress)

Al
-
.

f

'The duallty of Soylnka s aesthet1cs could not be clearer hlstory"

(.;hezstory of ones culture) nust beanaspectofonesart
Aqa-v"'\,‘

P

e <t ,_

58 ,A'.t_he_lﬁ’feumm:.ty in - the future "the m of a v151on s’.mply
e A

're%s to the klnd of human soc1ety-~1nd1v1dual parochlal or

world—-that [the wnter] belleves in" (Soymka in Wastbe.rg .32)

— —— % >

v
-

~ concern ”y_nth mythology. +, - The' artm has alwaysﬁ

poit nuét be the basxs from which one prOJects a vision for -

.,
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. "me questlon now’ remains of how Soymka sets about producmg his
| iv151g1,- and lpw he 1nvolves hls cormumty in the uslonaxyt"; |
proceSS To answe:: thls questlon we rrust turn to hls provocatlve |
..essay "The erth Stage," wh:.ch mvokes -and draws together the -
diverse roots of Soylnka 1 metaphymcs and his aesthetic. practlce - /
| Of partlcular mportance 1n "'me Fourth Stage" is Soymka s :

dlSCU.SS].on of Ogun the Yoruba god w1th whom the dramatlst

s he has the closest affmltles,, a dlscussmn whlch
: prova.aes the mst luc1d and succmct declaratlon of the grtlst S=om
role as artlst as .man, and as M bemg 1° It is vwort:n o

i

- _quot:Lng this declarat:.on fully

'Ogun is the embod:lment of W111 andthemnlsthe

7 paradoxlcal tmﬂl of destructlveness and creata.veness m RN
o flactmg man.  Only ome whohashmselfmdergonethe
L Aexperlence of dlsmtegratmn, \whose splrlt has been =
tested and whose psycfnc resour;:es 1a1d under stress by
the forces most inimical to mdlvidual assertlon, only
hedanmderstandandbethe force of fus:.onbetweenthe

N two contradlctmns The resultmg senslblllty is also/\\“
T _’ the sen51b111ty of the* artlst, ) and he 13 a prof.o'.md

art:tstonlytothe degreeto wtuchhe camrehendsand
'._expresses thJ.s prmclple of destmct:.on and re-creatlon

4



T T-114 -
(g@-,jisQ)Q S _ | E

“.:}q:‘ S L

N . - - . . . . '.r

‘;'A superf1c1al read.mé of thJ.s statement oon:'esponds dlmctly to“

 the decolomZers descrlptlon of Soynﬂca as one who "treath publlc _' e

~1ssues 1n the pnvatlst mode .and . from ‘the \mlversallst— S

"'1nd1v1duallst outlook" (Chmwelzu et -al), 235) mm szmply put,

Soy'mka w:ltes about soc1al dlsmtegratlon from hlS own subJectlve e

perspectlve,‘ . 1n all " of its complex1ty, and offers that'f i

) 'subJectJ.\ast outlook as *basw for everyone s outlook ' A- closerl >
: exammatlon of exactly what Soyinka 1s saymg here. parallels the
decolonlzers v1ew of Schmka but t*ﬁrns thelr peJorative tone "

mto a pos1t1ve afflrmatlve one R : B

- In the fJISt sentence of the quotatlon, Soylnka lays down’ a" k

' ,,'.'.'slmple equatlon Ogun 1s act:Lng man, a actmg man 1s both PR

¥

"'destmctlve and creatlve, a state of - beJ.ng dependent on thej

i condltlon of the W1ll (the self‘), whch 1s ascertamed through'_ 8

man s 8armmal actlons ' Such actlons offer 1n519hts mto the a

nature of emstence (1ts truth) ,. and the archetyp:.cal (hlstorlcal
or orlgmatmg) examp@ of such act:Lons is Ogun 8 plunge mto the |
chasmto reumte man w1th god, , the physmal w1th the metaphysmal

Now not allmen areactmgmen-—onlysomehavetheawareness or"'..‘

' the oourage to undergo "dlsmtegratlon"--so, only /sqme men ma¥ :

" gain access to the truths of e:ustence Soylnka asserts that;the*','

¢+,



- populansmg [of] the archalc" ‘ (mcebuh 202), it is a pressmg; N
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artlst 1s pr1v11eged m thls respect but agam there J.S a

'_'dlstmctlon art:.sts and*'profmmd art:Lsts ) The 1atter 1s one |

who experlences and camum.cates ("expresses") the emenence of
_thetruth aswallasthe trut'.h 1tselftoothers Thus Soyinka S"

. use of Yoruba mythology 1s not “as the decolom.zers assert af

L of that mythology, of that pantheon "'mto further semce on
behalf of rnm\an soclety, and 1ts quest for the expllcatlon of
. bemg" (iyth 1). |

*

. The artlst (wrlter paJ.nter, musician, 'Qctor) as a dlsc1ple‘-v

-of Ogun nyg the embod:.ment of chaIlenge constantly at the'

| 's_emce of socleg for 1ts full self-reallzatlon (MYth 3o nty"

L ; stress) For Soymka the actor 1s the supreme artlst because‘ o

s/he 1n full view of spectator—cmn—part1c1pants reveals ’,

o

the w:Lthdrawal ef the md1v1dual J.nto an J.nner world: S

: frem whlch he returns caxmmlcatmg a. new strength for‘ .

: act:.on . .7. The commmty emerges from r1tual expenence '

chargedmth newstrength foractlon becauseofthe”'“‘

) protagom.st s Pranethean\ raad on the durable resources_} =

of the tran81t10nal reaim' ,mmersedmthm:.t he:.sw'- '
enabled empathlcally to transm:.t 1ts essence to thev

chorlc part1c1pants of the rltis--—the conmmlty (m n
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- The 1dea of camlmlcatlon through mental 1dent1f1cat10n 1s an
| Jmportant one, for although 80y1nka ralses the stature of the ~
"'actor to v1s:|.onary and camum.cant 'there rema:.ns a res:.due of

works of art Soylnka declares ° :

" s empathlc camunlcatlon w1th1n :

' that that wh:Lch is caumm1 ' _ from. the "'1nner world is not.

»statlc- [for 1t 1s] bemg tantly enrlched by the moral and

et

o hlstonc experlence of man" (b_!m 35) It is’ for thas reason

‘that Soymka sometlmes shuns the prmted text be:kng statlc ‘a
[ 4

o text precludes the enrlchment of subsequent events, whereas the

. performance llke 11fe 1tse1f has. a plast1c1ty of shape wh:Lch

C o IR i ..fl_

establlshesf—the spatlal medlum not merely as a
physmal area for smulated events but as a manageable
contractlon ‘ o_f‘“ the cosmic ‘e‘nv'elope w1th.a.n ‘which

fearfully exlsts And thlS attempt “to manage the
E [?mmenmty of 8 hls spatlal bawareness makes every
manlfestatlon in rltuail theatre a paradlgm for the :

_ cosmlc human condltlon (Ijj@ 41)
Por : Soyinka, all canlearn from thesqex;>a.1}:&'1di<3ms-',’1“1 ‘where"the" o
_ e:tperiential' " goal [is thel] "sear‘eh, | {thei\ aff:.rmatlon of the k‘

e

C oy
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camnmalse]_f o (_tgzt_h 42) P . '

Thls renewed afflnnatlon of the commmal self thrqxgh

empathlc commmcatlm w1th a protagomst 1s not a smple re—"

afflrmatlm of the tatus g@ (wtuch 1s the pos1t10n of a wnter -
lxkeEl Amad.:. sé fox;‘éxample,lm.smvel ' Y

the metml.r Sunset m Blafg), rather 1t embod:.es the pOSSlbllltY ‘
of extenslon and growth of the self from theddestructlve/creatlve ' '

experlence

© When rltual archetypes acqtgre .new aesthetic
'-characterlstlcs, we may expect readJustments of the»

. '3

' moral nnperatlves that brought them mto exlstenCe m '

:the flrst place, at the centre of man s efforts to order :
. e _ »
the um.verse (&Q 25) ‘

The form ' of e' work. of art is thus seen"‘ ' 'es a' detennlmngi ~éléent'of:,

the new: soc1al order » art reflects reallty (archetypes) art
pro*)ldes v1s1 (archetypes in new forms)j ;eahty awakens to the-'.‘

artlsts thus offer the poss:.blllty to soc1ety for id.eologlcalr

_lchanges Soymka s aesthetlcs pos1t a. revolut:.onary art, gu:.ded S

“.as:Lt 1sby theneed fer"wntmg d:.rectedatthepmductofa

X ‘soc1a1 matr:.x to rerrmn w1th1n 1t to resolve t.he cmfllcts. RE

. i . K2 : ‘o : . : . o . I \" v
e e R @:‘f’”
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: whlch belong to that m111eu by ‘the loglcaI mteractlons of 1ts 3

_'”components " (t_gzt_h 73) Scrymka 8 aesthetlcs,‘ ethlc—based and S

v‘comrunal derlve from ‘the. md:.va.dual s w1111ngness to act and
| .;.exmslon Thus Soylnka 5 art is able to move w1th and adJust to

i

‘the tJ.mes

‘ wOle Sofinka"s 'politioal' activities are ;mre‘,.-easiiir

" dccessible ( t.han t'hose of the other wrlters here) beoause_ Hl{Ch has
been m‘itten aboutfu.m fle“for‘e‘we view his sense of the civil war, .

o depicted in The Man Died, a few ‘of his- major coups in the

. " political activist um>m§m' dlscussed o | |

| ‘In “Drama and the Revolutlonary Ideal"!? and in ‘discus,sion

:.,sess:Lons at the Umvexslty of Washmgton,' Soymka offers tv}o

E notable - statements 4 polltlcal in’ nature but ‘mindful of the -

' artlst 5 role in p011t1cs : _Eirs’t,,‘* he states that "It is. the

md1v1dual workmg as part of a soc1al m111eu who ralses the“"

consciousness of ﬂle oamumty of wh:Lch he is part" (Soylnka lnf' )

bbrell 86). And second "'I belleve mpluutly that any mrk of

whlch opens out the honzons of the humanmmd 1s b‘YltS:

very nature a force for change a. medlum for change" (delnka m

;}brell 135) 'rhe artlst avakens the commm.ty to problems 1t” .

'faces, whlle the work of . art thrcmgh 1ts exanu.natlon of the'

| ralson g’ et:e, offers :unpetus and dlrectlon to the oommmty
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Soymka recelves hlS fJ.rst taste of polltlcal actlwsm- ”

thmugh hlS mother 5 ' ("Wlld mxnstlan s") act1v1t1es wlthm the

' 'I Egbaland market 'women s revolt agamst colomally Jmposed taxes 13 :

v..h

L take dec1sn.ve act’ion S:Lgm.f:.cantly, ‘_the polltlcal act rests ona '

plece of art-song Soymkarecomtsthescene

: Ang then I heard the ultm\ate challenge of the women,._.

- for thJ.s was not Just a rally:.ng—song, even an ordma:.y
R 3

) war-song, , but the appropraatlon of the man-excluswef o

4@1”'@1& -by»men (Aké 213)

“

The approprlatlon of the male song 1s the approprlatlon of the '>

cult, m::st s:Lgn:Lflcantly, ,1t is the cla:m of equal status w:.th t.he, ,

. men thesongPastakenona newaest.hetlc formbecause of the'_'_""

l_ wcmen s voices which :thablt it _the new aesthetic fom pOSltS a
change in. the soc1al h:.erarchy Soymka s flrst direct expenende'
; revealed to h1m the basls of h.ls own pohtlcs and aesthetlcs ST
, ‘ From thJ.S | v:Lcarlous experlence o‘f_ actlnsm as a |
messenger/observer Scy:.nka moved progresszvely, J,nto, larger
| roles In 1959 m contributed to and acted in MMEE -
Hola, a play about colom.al represSJ,m based cn events m Kexﬁ(a 15»
1960 brought fortthoymka 's prp.ze-wmmng mdependence play, A g

T "y
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-",;Dance of theForests whlchposed ‘the’ questlon of the typeof

’ '.future an 1ndependent ngena faced glven 1ts somet:me v101ent |

;_{past The' m1d 1960s saw The (ew) Bemhllcan and: Beforé"' the.‘

'Blackout--satmcal sketches .on- oomxptlon and power polltlcs, |

‘_.Ak:l.ntola s

) fomatlon of dlctatorshlps ', o R *

J.tten for performance 11; nlght clubs and or_her non-v theatrlcal' |

venues—-as well as Kongl s __‘i-'larve’st—-an exammatlon of the ‘

;
Sw

Perhaps the most s:.gmflcant event of thls perlod is. t.he: !

: often c1tedv radJ.o stat:.on : 'hljack' m 1965 Pollmg statlon .
v101ence dlsmpted Western reglcm electlons a pmtest at electlon‘ -
' rlgg:l.ng m[ the natlonal electlons and ballot stu.ffmg by Chlefv :

|y

ngenan Namonal DemocratJ.c Party (récently linked.

= 'Wlth the Northem People s Congress to form the ngerlan Natlonal _4

' Alllance) Not surprlsmgly-—to most observers-—muntola s party

©wWon the electlon, unseated Awolom, and oonflrmed a. Northem base :

in Westem r:eglonal pol:.t:Lcs Because Akmtola was supported by

the. Sardauna . of Sokoto, SJ.r Ahmadu Bello——NJ.gena s real leader--’ :

.the - electlon- r@lt_s 1 _were never - called mto questlon

Consequently,

ChlefS L. Akmtola v.as declared the w1nner, but

| mstead of hlS taped v1ctory address to the reglon,
hsteners heard part of a tape whlch begar; "'Ihls is

s
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the Volce of ‘Free N1gena" and went ‘on to adv1se'.‘t»’_' )

Akmtola and h:Ls ' "crew of renegades" to qult the
: countzy Awarrantwas:.ssued forSoy:mkasarnest»

'\Ianmetnd hevasacquzl.tted .

Alth:ugh Soymka hasf‘never fully acknowledged lus partlc:.patlon m'vL ’
thls act, he, never dem.ed 1t The nnst mterestmg aspect of |

' t.he event 1s e loss of the art:Lst:Lc element—-lts departure from

the soc1al protest plays, lJ.ke 'l‘he glg, of Brother Jero (1973-- "

pubhcatlon) wh:l.ch enterta:.ned wtuld a;.so a:unmq for short term L

| soc1al avar‘eness (on a mderately superf:|.c1al level) and the more v
'metaphysmally orlented plays, llke mg d (1985) wh:.ch upre

deeply explored thehuman cond:.tlonand 1tsmean1ng ,So there '

' _ are two polltlcal routes that Soymka cons:Lstently follows artf

for soc19t1es in which t:here is the time and lmmxy to record llfe__"' .
or pmmote. change, guns for soc:.etles J.n whlch tJme is at a‘
 premium, expedlencytheorder of the day. 5 ‘_ } ;.'.,:,__"
} Between 'c.hese two forms of actlnsm are 80y1nk.a s non-.
flctlonal essays "Of Power and. Change” (1966) and "Let's Think
Pg:i:m About the Aftermath of thJ.s War" (1957)17 ' reflect Soymka s}

abJ.lJ.tJ.es in thls -area. 'I‘he former advocates soc1a1 change'

through vmlemce “‘*‘": ,necessary

o . . ) . . . ;
> ' : . . . v X
A . K o R . A . i,




- If, in the entn:e oontment of sAfrlda( ?,g.he,ﬂe are not 7

E »trammg—gromds for guerllla varfare aga:mst the nurky"

of a real emanc1patlon ;of black

o -oontent (18) .

g rhlriowltatver, such change must be enacted fronf‘ w1th1n the SOClal_.

collectlves (Afrlcan oountr:.es) concerned

Yy

And it is morally just to make a pact w1th the deviiv
'hiinself. to achieve [chanée], : assumlng always that,".

: .dlstmgmshlng between degrees of ev11 is an exerc1se B
that is best performed by the people who actually_

experience the’ts:LtuatJ.on (1_8)_.
- .

: ‘facmg hlS natlon——m the second essay Bellqung in- the

1nev1tab111ty of an Eastern (Blafran) defeat Soymka calls for N

N

calm a.nd negot1at10n~ "A pause at thJ.s \stage [of the war] may '

yet. open up unsuspectedv areas of reasonableness and reallty #'a

- flght to the f:.m.sh' w111 fmlsh all, or mthmg" (8) Ak:Ln to'_l
| "C1v111an and " Soldier” in the October '66" group of poen's 18

"Let ] 'Ih:mk Again" is a lone voice amldst the war crles of hate' :

"‘ Soymka applles these ideas to a spec1f1c s1tuatlon—-the war

'''''



| ('Ha:vest of Hate"-)n, vmlence ("IkeJa, mday, FourO'Cl "), )
. nassacre ('Massacre, Oct'obe.t '66")' death (“For I-‘aJuy:.") and
'mallce ("Maledg.ct:.on") sC:ymka pos(:.ts a 11v1ng feast as hlS

) means of respcmdlng to encounters w:Lth armed sold:l.ers |
3 . s N ‘ b ’
s No hes:.tatlon then o
'-.But 1 shall shoot you clean and fal.r

i @ " With meat and bread a geund of wine

IS .Abunchof breasts frcmelt‘;larannandthat
o ?‘Ione questlon-—do you frlend even now, know .. ‘_ |

What /it is all about? (53) | .
' Intmate, nxi1v1dual:.zed yet umvle/rsal the poem h.ke the essay,
TR ‘jcalls far t.lmght for understandmg pnor to actlon, and for a

:senseofwhereourasctlons willall leadus . Otherw:.se there 1sn
no meanmg to the deaths on e:Lther 51de .' Descrlptlons of -
.31tuat10ns Soymha encountered as well as the mood of the t:unes 15., -

iﬂ,

o menSOy:m{aquestlmedthemihtaryﬁleadersolegma abcut =
- thewarthe:.rrespmsemstpmcarceratehm Accordmg tothe |
'essays andpoems, x.helr actlmshare reprehens:.ble, butSoymkams |
'-mtootnertmngs beside wntmg ‘m '

e




. sumarizes his activities:

5 .

demmc:.atlon of the war in the ngerlan papers [h15] R

v151t to the East; [hJ.s] attempt to recruit the

'co‘mtry s mtellectthls_\jlthm-and ~outside thecom'ltrY

for a pressure gmxpmlch would work for a total ban on -

o thesupply ofarms tofallpartsof Nigerﬁ' ‘creatinga:
S8 "

. th:.rd force whlch would utilize- the ensuing mllltary

stalemate to repud:Late ahd end both the secesszon of |

‘Blafra ; and - the genoclde-consqydatedv dlctatorslup of
‘the Army...(The Man Died, 19).

The latter: pomt--the "tturd force"--ls the most Jmportant becauser
it stresses Soylnka s mdependent polltftal optlon Where then-

’ -.__dld he stand’

word "creatmg" Suggests ‘that he’played a leadmg role, -

if not the leadmg role, in the "'thJ.rd force" Hence, _when»

» Soymka declares hlS comnltment to "all feas:.ble acts whlch w:mld

; demonstrate an ethlcal absolute ' "(2) , an absolute whlch exhlblts-

C e

itself m a sense of meouprmusmg Justlce, an ’é.ndepemient_'

o udJ.c:.ary, whlch "makes 1t a crime for any man or group to molest

'-orm anyway mterferemth anot'.her for reasonsof trlbe

.. etc.. (22) then we’ understand the tlurd force tobe ant:.—trlbal '

)



#

(unl:.ke Elech:LPmadJ. for mstance moreoogmzesthepcroblens ofr L

trlballsm, b.xt accepts them because of his own vested mterests-—

- his :anolvement 1n the Rlvers tr:l.bal umon) Such an antl-trlbal

force, Soy1nka agmes presents the only "truly national mral and

urevolutlonary altematlve (95), what 1s ‘more 1t is already 1n

. operatlon 1n the MJ.d—WeSt--"VJ.CtOI' BanJo s ThJ.rd Force" (95)

The th:er force is antl-tnbal and Justlce centred w1th 1ts own

, _mlntazy wmg, but what more. lS there” &Jw w111 it . go abowt

effectlng change in acoordance w1th its abldlng prmc:.ple"

. The thlrd force" appears to be composedof Chrlstopher

' Olugbo Lt. Cols FaJuyl a.nd Ban:)o, the Marxlst MaJor Alale (155),

v

fandperhaps CthuaAchebe vmanSoymkahadmrkedmthm"anew e
-~ frént" (155) in 1969, The work was, in pact, the "nmnmg [of] a
o sen51t1ve lmk m the mderground rallroad rescuingEastern‘
soldiers. . .and even same Westegners i (150) from . the Northern -

danhated army an. army composed of "soldlers [who were]

opportmlst outgrowths of the mysthue of pouer (150)

Presulably the soldlers are Gowons men, and because ltls

Septenber 1966 presumably the people are bemg rescued from the

rlots and mn:ders tal-ung place 1n the Noa:th agamst non--

Northemers leen the opport\mty of work:mg more d:.rectly for
"hlsoountry Soymkaresponds ﬁoLt Col FaJuyls(theWestem
: ,Reglon 8 mlllgary governor) request (159) with plans for tnps to
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the North and ‘the East, as well as with poss:.ble discussions wJ.thA
.. _‘OJqu «and Gcmon 19 In FaJUYI et al Soy:.nka sees a "ccxmutted
fen" Nwho unl:.ke mad17or },he ult:.mately dJ.s:LlluSJ.oned Mezu, .
re sent the pOSSJ..bllltY of growth and extension in’ soc:Lety, .not
‘n@’rely the uncntical reproductlon of it. Bakuru.n -like, Soymka
foresees creatlon arlsmg from destmctlc\m "any 51tuatlon which |

1sborn ofthe pastremams alwaysmalleable mtheharuisofa:

ccnmltted few" "(The Man Dled 160) ) Soymka s 1deallstlc "

. statanents sound plaus:.ble, and hlS tr1ps and. dlscussmns (Gowon :

-'would not grant him an mtemew) should not be easily dlsm:.ssed
, ‘_but the social program Soymka envlsmns espec1ally the method of
mplementlng it, fallSth materlllze C o e \

-

Perhaps, Soymka FaJuyl, BanJo or one of the others w11.l

_ co:vmceGomn andOgu)% tolay downthelr amsandhandover

vpower 50 that electlons ca@take place and the people can IR |
choose from the mamfestoes of various parties. Th15 seems to

approach Soymka s own line of thought where, "hopes of bu;kdnq
' anythmg approach.mg a soc:.allst state" (177) rest oh : Ma ThJ.rd
Force whlch thJ.nks ‘in terms L of a conmon denomlnator for the
people" (178) 20 On the questlon of what kmd of soc1allst state,

we are left w.Lth the humamstlc

It is better .to .believe ‘:';'.n people than in nat]!ons S In BN
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: mments of grave doubts 1t 1s essentlal to . cl:Lng to the
< ‘reallty of peOples these cannot vam.sh they have rm
Voo ,‘.q&stz.onable pri 1--they

©only be"_applied to  peoples, Jud

bas:Lc eth.lcal sense can be appl:.ed only to peoples,'

"ﬂloyalty, 'sacr:l.flce, .1deallsm, even 1deolog1es are .

”.v1.rtues which ge nurtured and exerc1sed‘2?pn behalf of‘

R ‘i'peoples (TheManDled 175) EE

‘We- return to Soymka s experlence prlsoner, to le

D1ed as an account of the . exper:.ence v Therem, perhaps, lle_}f
. answers ‘to our questmns ’ lh_MBn__Qm_g_d is ~1tse1f a pol:LtJ.cal act;
o Soymka makes it consc:.ously so‘,(‘and raises our. awareness of thls._
fact’ in "The Unacknowledged" "sect:Lon | ""Books..and all- foms of
: __-wrlt:mg have always been objeé:ts of terror DttS those who seek to | »
"suppress the tru ‘Soyinka's attacks on those who caused the” s
var ‘as well as on those “who brought about ‘his mcarceratlon .
umlerscore the truth of thJ.s statement The reviews of ﬂ@_ugg;_: "
-D_e_d were v1trn.o11c personal attacks of wtu.ch ﬁdam Clroma s
" review w111 serve as a representatlve example
| , _vd‘..‘ ' ' .
B a political being Soyinka appears to'be naive and
" simplistict. .Wole Soyinka reveals himeelf as nothing but
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’ : . a. ‘narrow. Yoruba ngo:.st mmllmg to concede that other -

= "-;'Yorubas who seek assoc1at10n w:Lth other ethmc groups ,‘
oould also JustJ.fy the msdom of the:xr polltlcal stance

Soymka had FaJuy1 flrmly under hlS spell and ed

-

as FaJuy1 ig mtellectual storm t.rooper and snooper 21

o Such mltlal reactlons mherently cont.radlctory——m thJ.s case——

B 'oon51stently fa:Ll to acknowledge the condltlons under whlch -

'Gowon s reglme held Soylnka (elghteen mont.hs of solltary

confmement) , or to relate the act1v1t1es of . others, l:Lke J. P

Clark who tried to., dlS_CIedlt Soymka s reputatlon whlle,f =

4

oonsc1ously ‘or not laylng the ground for lus possmle executlon ;"

Clark told many people that Soylnka was "sufferlng from chromc_" '

.jSthllls i " (The Man Dled 294): 4»"One dJ.sease from wh:Lch 1t
" . would be natural for [Soymka] to dlsmtegrate suddenly, both'l

: mentally and physmally, and dle" (295)

AgamstsuchtreacherousactsSoymkasbooknustbeJudgeda

weak reply, for it threatens no—one 's- llfe | Indeed in "Ten Years_' i‘

'After", a new mtroductlon wrltten for the Arrow ed1t§on*’o;f ‘The .

Man Died Dled Soylnka hunself partlally accedes to hlB "_4’;t1c§ In

the new ed:.tlon he has "elmmaated .SOMe .- now superflmus deftalls' :

and oomnents on the atroc1tles oomnltted army "22".'

Soy:.nka answers oa@m aga:Lnst hJ.s lack a polltlcal’
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1 contmue "floggmg a polltlcally dead horse"

'Cr1t1c1sm of such language [the attacks on Gowon et al]'-.'
. is s1mply squeamlsh or chnstlanly-—language bemg’ _
expected to turn the other cheek notstlckwtlts_'

- 1deology and the remammg assault on" General Gowon m.th a
S Q,pos:.tlon that owes nuch to hls aesthetlcs, he wx.shes to mke ‘
people share and feel the experlence, he - does not w:.sh to.

_‘mtellectuallze 1t out of the:.r reach nor-—m Gowon s case—-‘ L

tongue. v Such c.r1t1c1sm nust begln by assallmg theli;f"

seethmg carpOst of :thumn abuses from whlchsuch ;

language took its. beJ.ng, then 1ts conclus;.ons muld be = -

| worthy of notlce ( @ DJ.ed 1985 x111)

-act1v1ty towards thJ.s ln.beratlon of a popular polltlcal m.ll

T

thls language was not s:.mply the language of one
aggneved wr:tBL 1t is the hlddenlangmgeofan

E It is an attempt at emphatlc cammucatlon of the art:.st s plunge,
"vmto the chasm where the . destructlon he faces is turned to_‘ :
'creative purposes because "the language we use in. addressmg | |
..,cuipable power is; in. 1tself part of the needful preparatory:

&



o 'oppressed p0pulace—-the wnter does no more than expose. L

it, re—appropnatmg it for the conmencement of

‘.

1J.beratlon therapy (xv1)
* .
L d., R ) .
. The de.vldual experlence is a reflectlon of the comnunal one; the 1
'two are mextrlcably bound , servmg and enlargmg the vision and _.
g "wlsdom of each other. | ' '_ ' o o .
Given this purpose 1t is no surprlse that lnthe ori'g'inal -
text Soymka went one | stage further ‘in the 1nd1v1dual s
entlfn.catlon wlth corrmm.lty to pose his book along w1th Gegrge

'Mangak.ls testlmom.al as polltlcal tools 1n the serv1ce of the'

o mtematlonal commnlty ! 'It seems to me that test:momes such as

- trus stmld become a kmd of cham letter hung permanently on the'

! leaden conscience of t'lle mrld" (The Man D1ed 1979 11) Thls '

o expressmn of mtent echoes Soymka s aesthetlcs once more because

even m the mtenlatlonal commmlty, 1t is the md1v1dual (as one‘f-_'

in a chain of 1nd1v1duals) who acts ‘in order to alez}the greater-.

o soc1ety to the need for change Myth L:Lterature and . the Afrlcan’k
ld presented "actmg man" m ‘the "profound artlst as the medlum

of self-lmowledge and mxderstaxmng The Man D1ed dellvers the '

v‘1nd.1v1dual w1th his role 1.n soc1al 11fe w1th t'he ab:.llty to'.

defme stasm (a stoppage J.n the acqu151tlon of self—}mowledge) or' ;

change (an expansmn of out l:unlts of self-awareness) : "do I say'

.
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5@ to th:Ls or no"" (12) Havmg ’related thls convergance of ,

‘_pol:LtJ.cs and art 1et us exama.ne the 50c1a1 ccnstmct that emerges S

| . frcm Soymka ) habltatlon in the destructlve chasm (pnson)

The Man Dled 1s a’ "fzrst step" (15) toward revolutlonary.;' -
change, and so,_bearmg thlS pomt mmmd wecannot expect more 4
’ than “the- flrst stage of camnmal reor:.entatlon : Soymka 5

f"pos1tlon toward hls mcarceratlon qu:.ckly becomes clear “»he w111

- not “ISeep sllent :Ln the face of tyranny" (13), even small examples

'such as Mallam D' s (the mterrogator 8). use of manacles mv1te a
' fresponse Hence Soymka begms the flrst of many hunqer str:.kes. A
. agalnst mJustlce..' In addltlon to the hunge:; strrke, Soymka |
. .vwntes an essay—-not the des:.red conf9551on-—d9519ned to have hls -’
 captats try him publmcly , But why A trial?, Soymka has already
made 1t abtmdantly clear that thls aspect of soc1ety i5 now a Joke"”.

(23); i 1s a "stupld mnent'”' (72) of an untransformed[

";conscmusness awhlch responds to a resldual Sense that ail;"

socmty is as it was before, or 1s as it should be., ?5 LD 7 o

" But, soczety and soclal pract:Lce have changed a fact a:hat

i

‘comes out pmgnantlym the scene 1n whlch an Igno wcmanls

~

‘}’mlstakenly placed m Soymkas cell (42) She breaksdmmm""

‘tears bellevmg 1t hrposs:.ble that one of Soymka s stature (;.n
"thepopular oonsc:lwsness)has been:.ncarcerated Herhopesm

| . the 1deals of soc1ety have been vanql.ushed Yet, there mm ta

. N
R R . B . . L . ; . St e Y Tl
: : : N . - . ’ ".' * o
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a more enl:.ghtened future because each pnsoner g:wes

f;é

- strength(the other Thelr gestures to one another (43) embolden

| them to them future J.solatlon—-aloﬁe phy'algally, but splrltually.' .
in oomumon Thus at a base level tmre is camunal contlm.uty
Such contmuity embodles 80ymka s sense of soc1ety m its purest |
form. '
| At one pomt durlng hlS stay at Km—KJ.rl prlson, Soymka is
| led to belleve that: he wz.ll be assassmated (75) There appears
v:to be no road out, but he eventually draws im other lnnates who

agree to I'I.Ot hopefully forestalllng Soy:.nka s removal The r:Lot

,ﬂfalls to matenallze but others ‘on the out51de prevent the" _' .'

Y.

_ a:.rcraft--—part of the assassmatlon plot——from be:.ng ut:Ll:Lzed .

(78, and thus Soymka remains at Kln—KJr:L Although the, failurs =~

o of the not reflect weaknesses and a certam nalvety m Sc>y1nka s'

i

B vstress on cormunal change hlS group (spec1f1cally, those out51de .

' |

,prlson) he]:‘d together suff1c1ently to fulflll thelr mmedlatei ;

‘aims. - : - ] ' )
Reflectlng the - centrallty of the individual in his.

'__metaphysms Soymka s f;rst act upon entenng the prlson was "to '

‘be alone w1th [hls] though " (46), to face hlS env:.romnent and ‘o

L um:iersta.rg4 it. ley after such self-urxierstand:mg oou.ld he be of'

use to others wltlmt 1t 50y1r!1ka mght break brmgmg about th

..'dlsmtegratlon of a cotmunal whole as a consequence Soy' i

. a4, : .
a"‘g‘Q}:‘. ’ “'/‘ : . . ‘
K B



' Wsulates this. idea in:the foilowixxg;‘passage: -

important for “they recapltulate artlstlcally the fusmn of his |
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l“"If doubts are created even m one sol:.taxy ex.ample
then you . have estabhshed your race of serfs mose
| "_dxlty w111 be Justlfled fonr ever by 1f he could :

\ then who are we to strl.tggle°' (96)

Agam the concern expressed 1s for« the largest soc1a1 construct-—-

g"hmnamty"—-thmugh the: JindJ.vidual 5 efforts Durmg hlS' »

-‘-sn»

_ b‘mcarceratlon Soymka s soc1al v1s10n reman‘Is ummpalred rellant o
_' _‘upon "necessary soc:.al egalltanan agreements as the norm for any S

: _cenmmlty of hunan bemgs" (%37), a soc1allst state 4 hmnanlst

mnature

-

The poems S<7y1nka had snuggled from ‘prison (239’)23 are_

- mdlndtnl-cmnwaal concerns 'I'he flrst poem‘ "lee Bunal" .

descnbes Soy:mka 5 pr:Lson condltmn 'ahd affu:ms hlS v1ta11ty a. .’

751gn of hope to ot‘.hers ‘who may have beeome d151llus:.oned;~"

"<~'Snn11arly, the pnson poems represent hope for Soy:mka because hJ.s -

" "Slxteen paces/By twenty—

openmg stanza of MLive Bur:L

confmementlsmwlam to o 'out31deof therég:une 'I'he”

'.: evokes the sltuatlon fully

'"mmamty/mu tmth/ Enploymg tnne to dnll through to ms_;j’l?: )

o~

. 'l‘hey hold/SeJ.ge 5gamst”
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samty " The srze of hlS cell the loss of Justlce, the -

"'1nd1v1dual who undergoes av nte of passage for soc:.ety“"

| ("humamty"), and tJme as a weapon of the mcment for hJ.s captors

_are detalled OIt is a sparse poem ﬂuat de 1ops into’ a m::re f '

complete descrlptlon of t.he 1nd1v1dual [ condltlon The later use

. of "Styglan Mystenes", in addltlon to the use of "necropolls“ and
"mse"r elmhasmes the effect that phys1ca1 confmement has on
_.:.oymka s mmd | he is bemg pushed further and further 1nto '

, 'relylng upon past rather than current mental st:umlants a pomt L

nade abundantly clear 1n the mages of shuttle and c:rypt in. A.

_Shuttlemthe c:ypt 24 IR " _/‘ n

"Flowers for. My Land dwells on the natlon, mw a parched

' '. area in whlch nothmg grows theral and metaphorlc unages of IR

'_sewmg and harvest are mterwoven with . 1ron1c dellberatlon tog

expose the destructlveness of - war t'hrough 1ts Juxtapos1tlon w1th=‘

' the creatlveness of man m nature 25 ‘: "Death al:tke/We sow

Succeedlng horror/Whets mhuman appetlte/I "do not: Dare to thmk"
these bones w111 bloom tomorrow " For ms land Soylnka seeks an
organic llfe of "Vorces of raln in sunshme/Blue kltes on 1vory—'
cloud/ Towers/Smaa.l of . passing hands on mountaln flowers " ?A~_ _‘
: H-cleansmg rain w1th 1ts potent1;l for growth ,1s evoked B:ers
elouds, flowers and "passmg" rather than rapmg hands 1llustrate,f'

the mteractlve quallty of nature and man . This’ v1$1on soon»
BT



_. ""<$~

-135--

' sours, v for contemporary events are destructlve a.m}i wasteful

.'Four steel k:l.tes, nders/On shroudsd towers/Do you fhmk/Theu

'-arms are spgead to. scatter mountam flowe:cs"" : The questlomng“

nature ‘of the stanza echoes the scene of P1casso J "Guermca“,'"

wherem the destructlve capac1ty of a:u:craft 1s sanethmg that

thelr(German or ngern.an) crews do not mmedlately see. or- =

- experlence Hoperests mSoy:Lnka s fmal 1nc1tement "Orphans '

of the world/Igmte'" Cluldren who have lost thelr parents to’ the-'

war must "1gm.te" thelr anger, utilize thelr pa:Ln and suffermg as

‘momentum, .‘ fuse together into' - whole that ~Makes -
' péct. /Agalnst ' the warlords The bmdmg 1deol,c5§"yl. is
, "JUst:Lce" ', | o S o ‘

Both poems reflect Soymkas aesthetlcs and act1v18m,"' o

: callmg, 3s they do for the audlence s partlc:LpatJ.on, thelr‘ L

empath:l.c entry 1nto the world the poet dep1ct§

'V .In the realm of pol:.t:.cal act1v15m as well’ as in the arena - of"' o

'y
aesthet:.c theonzmg, Wole Saymka presents a surpnsmglyi ‘

cons-lstent p051t10n : Soymka s vzslon 1s challengmg because of

- .‘h:Ls mherent bel:.ef m the benef1c1al 'nature of adaptmg
extendmg and changmg tradJ.t:Lons and mores to accaunodate"'-ﬂ‘.

_hJ.stoncal c:.rcmstances 1t is ‘a less clearly defmed v1sJ.on,,_

though becausewemxierstammremhavecamfmandpercelve

whatnustbedmnged butkmwl:.ttleof howthe changeswlllbe'

e



: _'effected nor, defnﬁtivély, to where they w111 lead Ab:Lola i
_‘Irele 5 cr1t1c1sm of Soymka 5 war wr1t1ngs and of - llterature as .'
4 a vehJ.cle for soc:.al change, appears validated "mterature 1s a
| vpoor vehJ.cle of social thought and l:Lterary images cannot have o
'the same clarlty as 1deas wogd ot in the framework of a soc:.al"
phllosophy "36 Been 50, the flexlblllty of soy:mm s pro;ect the =
ablllty to cont:.m.\ously evaluate, condemn and change offers the '
_greater rewaﬁd because soc1al phllosophles endanger humamty when; -
| _they became. udelfled and the perpetuat:.on of the system beoomes an.'
end:-.n 1tse1f A lack of clarn.ty in the means to “an amblguously ~‘ |
| © defined soc;,él end enforces ngllance, part1c1patlon and the quest' B
. for understandmg in and frcm others these ab111t1es mark the»

character of (geyl, J.n Season of Anomy as he oontmuously adapts

hlS blueprmt for po}.ltlcal change m accordance w1th the soc1al o

-

 changes taking place aréund him. .

_and the rel ed estrangement ‘of both groups 1s the soc1al fact of;
'pre—war N1ger1an soc1ety, deplcted m gason of .ﬁm Agalnst

- AmadJ. s conceptlon oﬁ N1ger1an socmty as vrrtually classless,

PR

[y S 1
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Soymka 8 treatment mdlcates that the real sources’ of '

\tenslon wlthln socmty are not the apparent ones of'
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reglonallsm and atav1sm These are merely the tools in

. the hands of class mterests 27 |

(v . . . R -

. "And .the specrflc class ut111z1ng these tools for nuch of th :

fnovells themlmgparty theboardmenbersoftheOocoa l:"'

represented : as a - "self—consolxdatmg, ‘ regurg:.tat:we, lum:ﬁbn o

/'"

Mafladomof the m111tary ‘the old polltlclans a.ndbusmessu_

. enterprise" (The Man D1ed 1978, 181) Opposmg the Cartel 5

. capltallst orlentatlon 1s the camnmlty of Alyéré wluch "comes,v e

VEI‘Y 'Close to a conmltment to soc:.allst 1deals nzg and ts"

representatlves Oer]. (a Cartel advert:.smg man) Irlylse (h.ﬁ :

- 1 also a s:.nger/dancer) and Demakln (a guenlla—tramed " .
| '»self-appomted assassm) The ‘comunal vision ﬁmco::'porated into
the structure of ‘ASeason of _A_rgr_yjcenters on 0fey1 ‘and h:Ls ‘
| relationshlps to mstltutlons,_ ideals aml people - In fact";'_ .

- Ofeyi's relatlonshlp to each group is dlctated by the orgamc

\t

i -stmcture 50y1nka g:w&s to the novel
| “Sem.mal I—II "o spec1f1cally representmg the development a o
'state of a plant becomes in’ the novel ' "The gene51s of aa_' '

~

.' strategy whose ultmate a:.m 1s to destroy exp101tat:|.on». .:;._' -."}' .

(Ngara, 100) OerI is the Car'tel 5 "prmbtl«.Qns man" (w 2), v

_ ”;who falls under the spell of the utoplan caml.mity of AJ.yénS whlle‘»

v151t1ng that commnuty at the Cartel -3 behest 'l‘he oontrast of-

& . S
. ; - ’
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Cartel and Alyéré is “not canpletely apparent to Ofey:L ﬂbut hls 3
J.ntereet 1s flxed there because of hJ.s lover s transformatlon J
the relatlonshlp between Ofey:L and Irlylse takes on SmeolJ.c,

$ B

overtones as the followmg passage. suggest's

'Inylseremamed mthhlm and soonafte;, hebegan to."'
, w::nderlfhm resolve to remain :Ln Alyéro hadbe%

“_entlrely hJ.S or 1f 1t had to do w:.th‘a ‘'sense of

_ red:_l.scover_mg the woman w1th1n that questlom.ng
. env1ronment She took to A.lyéro as a new orgam.sm long' |
' in search of its true element.  He began towonder which
prov.Lded him ‘a  cause for h.ls long hours of unrest; .

A:Lyérof or sunply thls woman ... (.-3~).‘ ""':‘?'

-

' Commmty and Jznd1v1dual earth and 1deal are mtermveryto create

the symbollsm Thus, the gene51s of a strategy 1s flrst seen

operatmg in thJ.s awakemng scene, where- Ofeyi's mlnd becomes o

‘ occupled with - questlons of relatlons, of ootmmlty, of bemg »
| Ofey:. is becomng mtellectually attached to A:LYéré because each -
of ‘these’ questlons has a- s:Lgmflcant value for hJ.m through‘
d;mmse whereas the world of the Cartel has had little of |
couparatlve value to offer This mterest in the self (that is,

the sense of : bemg) is the trademark of the Soymkan hero, one



.-

Awhoexplores themtappedreswrcesofthemlltomcovertruths-
mlchwz.llbesharedmﬂltheccmmmty Ofeylhastlﬁsearchers’

:.mu‘ise, but he 1s, ‘on the surface, conce.ed mltlally only with

e what lles there

Ry

T

4

‘The ocntented nature of AJ.yéré fér mstans:e,vls a source of -

,dlstu.rbance because OfeyJ. says,.- "the state of content can become

) ~,mallgnant LJke m:.fference" (6) . Ofeyl 1s puzzled that Alyéré

"'"remalns the same, t.hat the catmm:.’yseens "tmtouched"bylts

| vyouths' t.ravels (6) These concerns are of mterest beguse Ofeyl" '

' pre—empts the attacks of sevpﬁl of Soylnka s cr1t1cs by ralslng o

,.ﬂ’

hlstorlcally, it is but an authorlal 111usmn, '

these pomts flrst Geoffrey Hunt for exanple, suggests that

Soy'mka s mrks centre thematlcally, "Romantlc lustory A
mlchlsmtmterested 1n f_he real:u.les of the past butln‘_

e:q:ressmg the author's feelmgs abcut the unpleasant present "29

Accordmg té :Hlmt Alyéré h.as no mterlal 81' phys:Lcal base’_

oomplex relatlons w:Lth the past or the p!resent, o ‘
fact that the past way of life had its. om'exploltative mechang.'
. " (B, 74). | Smularly,'_ Gerrald Moare illustrates the

111usory nature of Alyéré ~when he infom us that "[a]t no pomt_

v and urbamzmg soc1ety 11ke Nld&m "3o | mat

doesthemvelenqm.recntlcallymmer Alyeréwas ...an'odel «

v,b

wtuch could concewably be applied to- a cemplex trializing
: - ,

o crities are

139 -
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revealmg is the "ent:.rely unrelleved idealist foundatlon and '.
di.rectionr..':‘.""'. to- Soymka s oammal v151on and aesthetlcs

Soymka however,_ 1s more :unag:.natlve and artlstlc than hlS. '
%n:lcs would seem to suggest The Cartel‘ and A:Lyéro do not ex:L‘st'

,in" Nigeria, |as "single unified ;orgamzat_lon[s»]..v." (Booth, 150); -

‘rather,

What Soyinka has done is to isolate and project certam “
. real and crucial elements w:Lth:Ln Nigerian 'society, using
'the greater clarity andlmagmatlve coherence  of art in :
 order to“dra'w,out the’i‘r‘.‘ : tial political inxplications |

(Booth, 150). ~ | IR o

'Soymka s pr’:Lmary concern ‘is not w1th the partlculantles of

y

~.specific 1deolog1es within spec1f1c env:.ronments at spec1f1c

' tlmes i lnstead he is « concerned w1th the ,_means at eachb

1nd1v1dual s dlsposal to pmpomt soc1ety s problems and to
mstltute alternatlve soc1al formatlons It is the more general -
pract:.ce of an artlst not the preclse concern of a pollt1c1an

‘

Oerl encapsulates 50y1nka s concerns, .and\s an outs:.der, he

a~
»

has potentlally greater mterests than those of Iuyéro for he is W

,mot bound by its tradltlons It is for thls reason that Ofeyi '

v becomes mterested as the }uyéréans have . qot 'in extendmg the ;

//



“ | 'oomnmal benef:.ts he percelves “in Alyéré Oto all of l'us natlon s
. pecple. Ahine, an Aiyérs slder, ‘motes this character trait amd
~ states: w 'We find no v1rtue 4in aggress:.on, son Evangellsm is a. o
form of aggressmn' o (Season ' 6). Ofeyi's response to AhJ.me

underscores his own relatlon to the pattem of the Soyinkan hero
formsaymg' " T kriow. Thatlsaoontradlctlonthat Ihaveyet
‘to -resolv'e mthin myself'. " (6) he ba.res (and bears) the mner
creatlve-destructlve contrad1ctlon at the root of Soyuﬂ:a s
| : metaphys:Lcs Ogun 5 archetypal battle of the w111 Accordmgly,
Ofeyi's 1nvolvement w1th -Alyéré and his path to t.he resolution of

o this ° contradlct\;.On w:Lll answer the quesu.on of “what means are. .

) 'v1able to t.he attalmlent of -an 1deal soc1ety A soc:.-etal answer

"mlloomeforthbecause 2> IR o >v°_ s

"1‘

R 9
g‘a ero patterned on Ogun w111 l:Lke the god
F of hlS people, and the - people w:.ll reap
‘ "ﬁ:‘of hlS pa.mful expenence 'I‘he protagomst o
“”attams 'a oomlc exper:.enge in ‘the sense’ that if. he
| .sumve)sra.ftekr{-hls suff‘ermg,_ he is - mo longer a human
: _. bei;xg; he is en' lanjonmx,' llterally a transcendental
'bemg,.one who is phys:n.cﬁlh’a human bemg yet belongs

)

to the sp1.r1t world (Katrak 20)

‘\- B

ot

-141-"
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Absta:act and alJ.en (to the un:LnJ.tlated) 1deas such as these are

more easny understandable 1n the drama because of the vu.sual
N

. representatlon avallable to the spectator—part1c1pants Starmg

" at the pages of a book and trymg to env1$1on a prmt creatlon
entermg ‘the . realm of “the - sp:l.rlts : _isj more dlfflcult
' Nevertheless, Ofeyl s . actlons on “the page mv1te our L

’part101pat1on, and ‘if accepted are gomg to lead us 1nto hlS ‘

e psychlc battle,' th.ch represents a learm.ng experlence The R

L knowledge and :Ln81ghts galned w111 thus place Ofey1 1n the Spl.rlt '

= ,,mrld (our mlnds) ' whlle appllcat:l.on of the knowledge retams him-

| in the phys1cal world _ .. ' o ‘
. It is some kay J.nto the novel before 0fey1 faces hlS battle, :
_ but each of the earlier sectlons prepare elements that w111 be
encountered there Alyéré may be an unsubstantlated 1deal Ofey1
_ may "fall to move beyond the typlcal and functlonal . to ccme
.fully allve" (Moore 133) as more than an *idea, but hJ.s attachment
to A:Lyéré lS through Irlylse, he . W111 understand the commmlty
: through an understarxi:.ng of her, and ‘80 - Irlylse nust be seen -

-.c-.

o llterally and symbollcally as Ofeyl s quest T _
o When they were at last alone she would only say, 1t
f-flned me 06, it fllled me ccmpletely where Tves s0°

"empty. .IlmowIamnowcomplete Whoonearth whaton



SoM8). It 1s a call for conm1tment to an harmomc um.on

[

eart'h [reflects Oer].] could have taught her to say

e that whose only lnmledge of fulflllment tlll now had
beenthe aftermath of love' (Season, 7)

A”-._'I'hedeslreto understand Alyéré ‘as embod:.ed m Irlylse 1sa |

'. ’ ._consc1ous pursult - of- wholeness for ohlmself and for soc1ety
- Indeed, Ir1ylse s encapsulatlon of the 1deal brmgs forth from

. her, an exp11c1t statement of Ofeyl 5 role n 'Don t hold up our

B f'people much longer Ofé You belbng to us before all others Us" .

' 'natlonal scale wherq OerI s 1nd1v1dua11ty %s to be superceded by

S '»the catmmal w111 He 1s to work for the commm.ty, not hJ.mself
Upon a return to Alyéro Ah.une pomtedly asks Ofey:L, ‘?' 'D1d
- the mman lead you back'?' ( 18) ' Ofeyl s dlsmssal of the

suggestlon should not @ taken at face value because Irlylse is

_t, rapldly dmu.mshmg in OerJ. 5 v1slon as a woman Whlle she 1s "
- expand:mg as a. symbol _ Ahlmesquestlonmerelytleswomnto '

: Alyéro all the tlghter Ir is there)fore not surpnsmg that Ofey1 |

dec1des to utlllze hls occupat:.on to c:reate advertlsements t.hat
' '.offer messages about the materlal and the 1deal worlds \.1
OerI envls\loned the parallel progress of the new ldea

theblrthofthenewmanfranthesamegemastheoocoa

N A

Y S
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seed the A:Lyérd 1deal dlssemmated W.‘Lth the same N
,powerful propaganda machme of the Cartel throughout the}'_.
“land, taklng mm of und:u:ected youth and fnlmg the i
| . vacuum of theu: trans1t10na1 herltage Wlt'.h v1r11e shoots- v

S
’

Conversely, the Cartel ,w:.ll get the v ‘ story of the cocoa pTant -

from seed to rlpem.ng "4""7 "(20) Ofey1 s plan lS open,

mtellectual and soon proh:.blted, the 1deallst1c sub-messages forf, '

soc1al change are- uncovered by the Cartel and end when he 1s sent
on study leave . } ‘ e '
Buds III—V" mark Ofey:us return from study leave and the

begmnmgs of renewed effom:s 'rhe sectlon t:\.tle 51gn1f1es an

) orgam.c g’rowth wh:n.le 1t actually marks t:‘hé@ buds of growmg f

"confmntatlon between the forces of oppress,a:on and explmtatlon -

S

R

ﬂ

and the foqces of freedom and Justioe,.‘,f’ (Ngara, 100) Ofeyl S

work 1s prm\arlly mtellectual ahd J.s’vérepared at a dlstance from ‘, v

what 1s actually héppenlng m "soc1ety, ; subsequently, the_ -

oppress:.ve and explo:.tatlve aca':sd of the Cartel nust be assumed by_f'

eﬁ?.

' ; the reader Inylse prov:.de# support for thJ.s pomt when she' '

remmds Oerl " ‘You : : never seen me at my best' " (Season, :

39)-—1t 1s a recnmmatlon dJ.rected at h.lS’ dlstance from the"

:anlementatlon of hn.% work from the completeness of the A.lyéréan o
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-,... from day—to-day r111‘Ee HJ.s "sense of superflulty" (43)' o

hlS “noh—actlvqr role, ‘ Irlylse s statgnent 1s also

g3

o 1ron1c because, in thls case her dance is a non—event In place."j

Of the oPem.ng Of "Pandora«s BOX" tO releasﬁ"aalloons and mts, B

" and then 1ts reopenmg to release Irlylse fnom a ooooa—pod the{:"':' |

aud:.eno‘e ‘and OerL v1ew, only the former und.lluted antl-Cartel
propaganda (44), whlch creates a "hmt of oomu.c threat" (43) \
. (indeed, of muversal dlsorder) fon all mvolved That the cosm:.c".’.\'.f ."'

.threat is only a hmt re~suggests Ofeyi 8 dlstanc:e frcm affalrs

k.‘"-
o

Fall“re on the. 19"‘91 °f Subtle PI'OPagand:Lst (artlstf) R

. J.n1t1ates a new sense of urgency m Ofeyl He moves closer to B
y events and to personal experlences of the Cartel- s rebress:.veness e
.when he ppears at t.he headquarters to remgn A group of

- soldlers waJ.t to arrest h1m but Ofeyl’s resldﬂatlon letter 1s

symbollc of hlS creatlon of new rules for the ganﬁ he leaves by a R

_dlfferent door (54) and escapes. . capg.uty . While the Cartel s
v101ehce has begun to bloom, Ofey:L has moved from the p081tlon of

* .

E Uan actlve but dlstant part1c1pant to a front ln.ne role

‘ | The opemng of Buds V" w1th t:he questlons, LM'xere 1s
s Celestlal"" (59) 'mere 15 Irldescent"' (60) mark the flrst overt
- statements by the masses of their relatlon to the oomunal 1dea1
"'asls thecase w1th0fey1, thelrﬁaterestlstlxrmxghandd;leto

‘Irlylse That "Irlylse could be ralsed in a fomdlmg hcme and

P
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,there would only be dlfferences 1n deta:Ll 1n her, not of essentlal RPN

" "natur3" (65) serves to underscoré her representatlonal and
“_symboll.c qualltles Hope of a mass movement is ralsed while .
Ofey1 5 propaganéa efforts are shown to have borne some frult the' |

R

movement nust now be entered Slgm.flcantly, the umon of manyv'

arotmd the symbol of Irlylse comes at a tlme of threat to the :

symbol-—Irlylse w111 have ac:.d thmwn m her face (62) 1f she IR

A

; returns to the c1ty before a beauty pageant is - over. The

o s’ynchronous nature of these two events permltsf Soymka to pomt to
B the fraglle nature of symbols (and ldeas) i and subsequently of the :

order(s) they represent As wlth all symbols but especzally w1th' -

one whlch represents an orgamc order, Ir1y:|.se requ:.res the

strength and support offered to her, m this way her rel:Lance on' . N

. V_Ofeyl-—" 'I ve never 1eant ona man the way I lean on, you No
o one' ,"" (67)—-1s of paramount mportance - Ofey1 has become

o ustodian of the Gram" (4); the one to whom falls the task of
keepmg the gram a11ve ', ..uxe, both as 11teré. f1gure and‘

metaphoncal creatlon COnsequently, , Ofey1 is’ now part1c1patmg '

e ~on an emotlonal as well as an mtellectual level the 1dea 1s

becommg part of a personallzed battleground wherem he grows o

larger than ‘a character-type becon‘es more than an 1dea for

deployment yet retams both type and 1dea s representatlonal

qualltles S
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- _"*'acceptance, her  collaboretion | mmans vision of life

@ ;-

T R Y
Cartel s v101ence has borne fruJ.t but there has been"

response a smaller bgperhaps m the oonsc1ousness of

people 1m1tmg a.round the symbol but 1t need not be as'_'-, L

- pess:LmlstJ.c as the conc1u51on to Ofeyl s metaphysmal v151on

o

V'is‘io'n:' is 'etem,ally".of man's own creating. The woman's

'L'results t:.me and tJme agam m Just such penodlc'

_embod:.ments of earthand 1deal “ Itwas s:.mply that‘ '

7_ SdsOfey:L

however brlefly, mth ‘that tran51ence that was a seal of

; -‘truth on’ 1ts own nature Irlylse would reveal w1thm her

,person a harrowmg v1s1on of the unattamable (80)

_ , : ‘s E
reallzes that tbe.‘re is more.work more effort,~ ‘arid more L

8 Tn

i hi.mself Irlylse 5 symbol:.c capacltY

- (the umty of Alyéré) 1s somethmg he rmst dlscover w1th1n h;unself i e

before he attempts to Jmplement 1t wlthout

The

_search.mg tpat Ofeyl deemed a necessary courseof actlon forl-.A-_”f

progress A1yér6 makes 1n the dlssemmatlon of 1deas

70"

: thrwghout\ﬁme "Tentacles" sectlon of the text eases - the self- "

success. Homver as Brmanuel Ngara rem:.nds us, the '

o :tentacles beiong to both sldes 32 - .

- !
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terms : "what answer nust [be made] to the puzzled dead sear

ﬁ

,_ Now the men of A:Lyéré aré’ pénetratlng 1nto dJ.fferent'
'_‘parts of the country the Cartel lelth its '1ong”

o tentacles'’ oo is now determmed to launch a ruthless ‘

-148-'

campalgn of re—assertlon agamst 1ts opponents (Ngara, o

i

- Ofeyi's response to Cartel m1t1ated attacks on the Shage Dam and

Cross-rlver pmJects 1s a return.-to Alyéro to an 1nner sanctuary o

whe‘r_e--. h_‘e 'meditates upon the - nolencebm generaliy histor'

" in. the 11v1_ng for the transformatlon of thelr rotted deeds

. '(Season, 87). The s_p;rltual act of examlm.ng the_wlll Has begun

for Ofeyi; he has become one who, as Soyinka describes it, is .

now be}ng forced by dJ.saster not fore51ght to a .

._»recon51deratlon of. [hls] relatlonshlp w1th the outer : t k=

- world [who] must have the oourage to determine- what

4 ' alone can be, salvaged from the recurrent cycle of human

stup1d1ty (Soylnka in Cartey, 141),

th.ch 1s observable .in the massacre of allens at Shage Dam

-

(Season, 168) andm Cross—rlver (192), and -the kJ.dnappmg-of‘ R

o

: ,Ir1y1‘se (148_).' The latter pomt emphasues that the decztslpnf_ .



E"""‘.' , Ofeylmakes w:Lll have >

B "penetratlon of Alyéro through the land" (83)-—ram1f1c%tlons

as wellas

Once more OerI dec1des to act but thls tJ.me he: 1s‘

| » ccmpletely mvolved\ 1n the course of events that plague hls

country because he actlvely seeks Irlylse(the conmunal ldeal)

, 'phys:Lcal as well as an mtellectual and -an emot:.onal s1de develops
'.v:m h.1m (he " can be knocked meonscmus for example) and m ms
| strategy (h.'LS séa.‘rch) e Slgnlflcantly,’ the lnt.roductlon of a

B phys:.ca:}, aspect to hlS character ; remtroduc@nd extends ‘the

destructlve 51de of Ofey1 S nmer—contradlctlon 33

Throughout the novel : Oerl ‘has been' torn between the A

contradlctlon s two mpulses, ’beglnnlng most markedly w:Lth hls-
study 1eave meetmgs w1th Demak:.n and Taula Dlslllus:.oned by " |
hJ.s . Jmpotence th.le abroad Ofeyi met with Demakm "that self-:'

-~ effacmg prlest of vmlence, the Dentlst " who "had resusc1tated

'about the potency of v101ence "'I'he Cartel had klllers and used -
- them; the Dentlst mxld red.ress the balance, at least fo some '
o extent" (23) OerI appears convmced about the efflcacy of
: _ﬁolmca, for defenslve purposes at least, there’ is- "the need tQ |
protect. the young s,aedlmg, even by violent TRans”. (23): A fully-

' " OerJ. because he reallzes that vmlence 1s dJ.ffJ.cult to control A

hlS own wavermg colmn'cnent" (Season, 22) becauSe of hJ.S arguments

. v | fledged program of vz.olent soc1al change J.s not an 0ptlon for-‘, o



\ "\n.olent change

‘slave route lmed in. shameless sophlstrles" (99)

S ¥
p051t10n on v101ence 1s reflected in both chymka s words and m

1
'ithere are others" (The Man Dled 134—35), and in esponse‘to Dr
."“Berosthreatsofdeath, OldMansays,. SR

R . : €A

3 said why do you hesatate" (Pause ) Once you begln

't_here is .no: stoppmg You ~say, ah th.lS is the last.

- those, he glves Old Man in Madmen and Mahg Respectlvely,
.the statements aré "'l‘he trm:ble 1s how many MS%\Mll _ For o

_" - 'step, the hlghest step, but there is alwa Aejmore '

step ’ For those who vant to step beyond there J.S o

always one more step (S' ' E

Fo N ) o : A

,‘Violence "is a tramlesat\e', nolsy, deconstmctlve event Ofey1 1s :

® -

_not keen on. it because he has a v151on (1 e ’ a construct) that he

hopes w111 brmg "a . 'restoratlve 1dyllv. M (Season “22), such as '

Tanla is pmv:.dmg hlmnow, for all. -

Contary to Demakm § program of vmlence w1thout v151on—-he

: desplses fJ.ctJ.on (89)--0fey1 returns to, 1deas of peaceful change

n. 'Tlme to educate on a truly comprehensn.va scale Nothmg can be -

achleved by 1solated acts, we have to orgam.ze' " (100) ' Bkin to

o



' the Cartel s earller prolu.b:.t:.on and attempted arrest of Oer].,

| the response to orgam.zed educatién is a wholesale slaughter, the R

’9' Slaughter of . :mnocents" (106) _ The peepfe have become and havel--‘_‘,-- L

been made amre of hequltles w1th1n the system a:7i have attempted,.-’
to redress them w1th fofce But 1t is a sporadlc emotlve
response, wh.mh glves rise to a plan by : Demakm that has a' "

o constmctlve note to 1t

e /

’O_-‘

All that we nust do 1s control of that v101ence

[1 e., of the people] and ' 1t w1th a constructlve_j o

| economy Our people klll but they haye th:Ls sense of.-_y |

| selectlveness They p1ck key men, but they also k:nlli_ '

frc‘m mere assoclatlon 3 We canmt stop it even 1f we L

v.ant no part of such rlghteous vengeance - We szt also‘ . e

’ ‘_set up a pattern /of klllmg, the more dlfflcult one o

!

,A'Select the real kmgpms and el:lmmate them' (107)

: .Agam, Oer1 mltlally balks at the suggestlon for he mshes a "
0 st peace’ " (131), he  remains ooncemed about what the
| _jviolence will glve :;g,se to, .camunally, at the pomt where Demakm
cannot "ennsage anythmg (107)-*—the future | Nevertheless, L

_"[e]xcept for detalls of sczfuple [Ofeyﬂ found hmself acceptmg o

:,the fact that they were kmd.red splr:l.ts" (132)
g ’\., . f .

-
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Thehunane remains a'partof all thatOfeyJ. env:.smnsandso"‘

A_‘ah)

'when he dec1des to help Demakln,. choose the most miportant target_' ‘

FJ.n the Cartel for assass:.natlon (138), hlS personal relatlonshlp . .

'thought (138 40) Unllke Demakln Ofeyi can unagme the efiect of‘)

'Batok:l s death on hlS famlly There 1s a complexlty to the",;';'

' qual:.ty of hlS thought that prolongs Ofeyl s analysm of self for

"the commmty whlle smultaneously 1mped1ng hJ.s um.on with the

- 'commm.ty Thus Season i a "Yoruba tragedy", in the sense in

whlch KetuH Katrak has dﬁmed the term in’ her book Wolev

" Soyinka and bbdem ,'I‘ragedy. ‘Tragedy, Katrak writes, )
.. ) ) e, * . PR - ’

o

gemu.nat[es] from the protagon.lst s confrontatlon 4“

: w1th . inimical - forces, whlch ' results in ’_-the ?

'_dlsmtegratlon of the self o The oonsequent traglc

feelmg brmgs [Ofey:L] to the very edge of consc1ousness
RE

-2

- 'w1th Chlef Batok:L (the target) and hls famlly glve Ofey1 pause forh

e
R
1

when he feels completely 1solated from ‘the env1ronment~

-
and from other people He undergoes mtense suffermg

" after whlch he may - be able" 'to re-assemble h::.mself'
ithrough an act of w111 or he may d:be .' Whether the

, 'protagonlst is allve or dead at the conclusn.on of the ‘

1 drama his tragic experience 1tse1f is profltable both :

for "his self-kmwledge and focr: hls people .So_cn.ety

e e
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'Irlylse symbol of the new. camunal ~order (abstract:.on) and

benef:.ts 1n different ways--@me hero can hrmg ‘the' A

- ,mjustlce (19)
'Isolated now,Of 's re-assembly takes place in h1s quest for a»- :

reuxuon wJ.th Ir1y15e34 whlch begms when he travels to Shage Dam,
then to Cross—nver and fJ.nally to Temoko

S Ofeyl s 1solatlon from the external world and comnumon w1th _

the symbol is. brought forth in detall in 'HarvestIX" In EET

Irlylsesroom, LR » e

Strangely ,he felt protected ever tlghtly heg

agamst the J.mpact of d1saster It was a sheath of her ,'

\“5

own ;cOl'ohrS, sounds and textures A’c flrst 1t'” '

~. had all’ bv.xt‘“"choked and oonstncted him then it merely :
Ly ”'_s,em.___hm;___m Lightly and, eﬁ%ﬁy (147 ‘my stress)

3% . ) . ’ rv JJ .‘ Lo 'v L : —-—

'I'h.'.l. llght and even protectwe‘-sheath is soon dJ.stufbed however,'

when Zaccheus enters to tell Ofeyl that Ir1ylse has been part of :

"the Cartel's harVest (148) - The arrest and unpr:.somrent of

OerJ.S lover (reallsm)--the desecratlon of the punty of the"

L
o
e A

RN
Sam

.joamumty to a new knowledge of 1tse1f Qr he can B o e

b' ' dlsplay an: exemplary m::ral oourage in the face of soc:.al_ L
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J.dea-—makes scme form of vz.olence mor%mmment . ‘A
Dnvmg to Cross-nver Oerl swerves: but h1ts an obJect that .

f11es at - h:Ls car The obJect is a hunted man, whose pursuers .-
mtllate h:un g The nutllatlon--sht throat : castratlon, and ,

.’gemtals §hoved in h:Ls mouth (160)—-1nc1tes OerI on h.‘LS‘V )

face was a fantastlc resolve to dr1ve through agam and aga:m o
‘whenever the klllers found the ‘nerve to attempt the removal of'
_ the:Lr oomrade (161) whom 0fey1 has knocked down ' As 51gn1f1cant

as thJ.s act of destructlveness and vmlence may be of equal

srgmflcance Is.-Ofeyl s ab111ty to reorder hlS mood :

' He began to N\ with more harmomc concentratlon,
. - : bringing hls mmd :Lnto with’ the functlom.ng of the"

' :engme washmg hlS rage then hlS over—respons:we skln ’

fumlgatlng hlS psyche through the
) ) mvisible exhaust (162)
o 47 ? &43 ' ey

K

The slgmflganc’e of the latter passage is twofold First Ofeyi _
" is a eharacter of dlfferent moods Which fluctuate between the -

,\_.__-.-v_fﬂ B &

: ,n‘?:';f;"_'? creatlveiedestmctlve poles. when hée acts the comnumon here' '

between h.urself and his env1ronment ref:;ect,s,,athe orgamc structurej ',
7 tﬂ iés

of- Alyéro (and of the novel for that matteieff» and thus reveals a |

o natural tmth that could be ‘gcmmxmoated elma-thlcally to the

R . N . . , . T, 3.

va T
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reader Second and - conversely, Soymka s chosen method of' K
expressmg the scene demes fuIl empathlc commm.catlon because 1tv

1s descrlptlve only 1n a mlldly actlve way 1f we ‘were taken 1nto :

Ofeyl s mind (the narratlve beoom:.ng stream-of-conscmusness) at; - |

thls pomt rather than leavmg us readmg about a tlurd person, ) |

then the scene would be more successful |
The reordermg of hlS mood to -a more peaceful and harmonlc ’.

state :an1tes constructlve thgughts ‘where v1ewmg ‘>Shage Dam w111‘;

let h:un "see somethlng our men from Alyéro have helped bu:.ldmg in ‘

Cross-river.. "(164) Lo i

IR S
o 'New prOJects 11ke the Shage Dam meant that we could

- start wlth ‘newly created workmg oonmm:.tles "Ne_'y

| trlbal 'We killed the atawnstlc mstmct once for allA o
in new ventures like Shage' (165) - j, |
B el ‘ SO

Such natlon—btuldmg tlmghts are’ crumbled by the empméal
endence that walts at the Dam ‘"a dlsplay of floatmg bodies 80 |
' st111 that they seemed anchored" . Ofey:l. thmks mdeed hopes, -

| thatsome ofh:Ls oomrades"are amngthe dead fortheywould '
-provlde a “mom.ment" to rally around a physlcal undemable scene
of the soc1al constructors floatmg nutllated by ‘the destructors

affmlties wm:klng-class k:mshlps as opposed to the'-
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The thoughts are short 11ved though and Oerl seeks refuge in
sart, "rurmmg lJ.nes m hJ.s head “to ston the negatlve flow of-
mellcatlons from stark reallty" (168) . from the destructJ.ve s:.de

of the rromm\ent from the :Lnbullt testament to the Carte‘ 's -

L 4

E fsuccess to the fact that it is m.nnmg The v151on of bloated

human foxms and of rusted machmery glves bJ_rth to a mlddle—ground

'_ of hope : “Ths hope was that sanethmg took thelr place and he ‘-
- meant someth:,ng beyond the concrete su'uctures" (169) | It is
| Ehmamxel Ngara s dlscussmn of "Harvest" serv,es as a.

'conclus;on to the polltlcal developments -J,n Season thus far.

,_Fbr' the' forces of | oppress'ion"v the rhasSacres, | the

“‘v destructlon of progress1ve pro;ects the capture of |
'_;Irz.ylse are a- harvest a product of a well-planned

‘ - course of actlon There 1s . a -d:LalectJ.cal relatlonshlp o
between the M of the progresswe ldea and the

: zgrowth of brutallty and human slaughter '. It is'a

- well lcnown fact th.at the more determlned the oppressed
\

l

% Soyrnka 5 book the antagonlsm between the two forces

people becams t.he more ruthless the oppressors become

‘fmally leads to a hldeous form of lawlessness th.ch
' sweeps the whole country whlch is sg'nbollzed by the :
: t:Ltle of the book Season of M" (Ngara, 101)
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) T‘he dlfference between the large scale vmlence of the Cagtel and_,

: _‘ thatproposed byOfey1 tkmmxghDelr\akmn.sthemrepersonallzed

: )
: less anonymous Wure of the latter s form "the v1ct1m ceased to

'ln

T 1al equatlon [a cmt:.c:.sm

B be a faceless c1pher a factor 1n a

»

"*‘a

: of Irele 5 call for the latter 1n ‘placé of llterature] whlch nustw‘__,.-;-';-;;,

jﬁ .

. »be subtracted for a mrklng formula" (Season, 184) Even 1f BN

Demakln only concerns hlnself w1th the -polltlcal functlon of the :

a -ta:get Ofey1 1s there as consc1ence as a remmder that so«%.ety

: vshould not have to be humam.tarlan, . nsmnary and executloner in

OerI, thus, progresses, further mto the revolut:.on—by-'

‘vmlence camp of Demak:m but he 1s always aware of the mmedlate .

E constructlve beneflt:s. o Im Cross—rlver, for mstance, the pollce" '

'move away frcm th'e "allen" sectlon of the c1ty, abet a mob and_ g

"‘thus leave . the allens defens ess' to the Musl:un mob s attack
’Oer:L and. Zaccheus view the retr’e'a f

"the pollce, the boardmg up": '

- ..of the church and the flre, mpotence evokes thoughts of Demakmﬁ o

' "w1th hlS r1f1e and telescop:.c lens and [Oer1] longed for hJ.s-,"‘

»prec1se solut:.ons 'v If even one or tm were p].cked off from thls

._dlstance, therest would abandon the attack and flee" (193)

| Selectlve assassmatron has beoome of a defim.te poss:Lblhty for‘

' 0fey1 becatﬂé he can m\agine the 11ves saved m the scene bemg ,.

. K

| -.f" _“"' :
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5‘}% relates them to revolutlcnary pOllthal act:.on
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~

played out before h:un However, in place of. a malntenance of .

llfe, the voices from the church "damned hlS futllltY" (196)

Thls change of thought wluch c:.rcmnstances have helped.

"allens" (Southerners) hldJ.ng in an 1solated church in Cross—-rlver'

state Expenence has made guerlllas of these allens a. fact that

muld seem to* allgn Ofey1 w1th the:Lr goals o 'Better to trust in

d:Lctate, poses a problem when 0fey1 meets up w1th an a.rmed ‘Camp of» -

the forest and flght our way through any v111ages we' encounter on_ :

the way' " ( 209-10) And if the smlar:.ty in. perspectlve is not

emugh Ahlme s presence as gulde (210) to these people should-. .

J.nfluenc:e Oer]. Alternatwely, he could go w1th Demakm to-

A

securé arms (213) for what remalns of Alyéro s presence in the o

search for Irlylse because' " 'Perhaps deep down I realize that the

search would mmerse me- m the meam.ng of the event lead me to a

- new understandlng of hlstory' " (213) What Ofeyl actually means

' North Ofey:. does not go w1th elther group dec1d.1ng lnstead to‘

s that Irlylse is the symbol of A:Lyéro and he mst rescue her to’.

salvage ‘us v1510n of ‘a natlon buJ.lt on Aiyéréan foundatlons .

mrthermore to march back to Alyéro without Irlylse would be ta

forego the larger conmunal v1$1on and ‘thus control Demakln

-
understands thlS aspect of Oer1 s concems and he spec1f1cally ’
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'No I _haven t qu:.te changed places w1th the cocoa-man

v‘ here, who plu“‘€~sy|nbols out of brothels But we nust
) ‘acknowledge };18 fact--p:.mps whores, thJ.eves, and a ,

,' .ttmsand other felons are the famlllar vanguard of . the R
_army of change When the moment arnves a vmran llke

3 E-Irlylse becomes for them a Chantal a Deborah torch and ,

BERY
==
Ry

standard—bearer, super—mlstress of um.versal :Lnsurgence

e

| A To abandon such a potentlal weapon m any struggle is to

o admt to a 1ack of fores:\ght Or. nnagmtlon' (214)

I. "'~i‘
R "v'.""'
B A

! n.
»o,

Concessmns are made here by Demakm to Ofeyz.. 5 v1$1onary and 2
llterary ab111t1es as they apply to revolutlon Ofen doesn t
agree to. march wlth Demak.m “but the ground er tﬁpfied é’ffort

1sla1d Demaklnhassald that h:Ls own mind 1s tufnbd toa'

"strategy for the. future" (214)-—an admsmin to hma growth £fom

Ofeyi 5 teachmg \,\, e 1_ cr T f..f to -"jw‘ -,:w’f.;.;.;{ﬂ—-';'{.j;" '
Oer1, too, has &med fmm D:makmj,{, ;for wlule atthe

Ramath s home he p;.cks up a gun (240) to h’elp defend Sém:.—Dozer;
. Ofeyi- mstructs Cha111 Ramath to shoot to heal" ‘ (246) wtuléf he |
kills oo, -Unhes:Ltat:Lng[ly]" (247). vlolenc_g/;s transformed into
a therapeuti?, holy act, where the death of anvlntmder is a small
. operatlon whlch goes part of the way toward healmg a Bick
Y soc1ety At thls po:Lnt Ofeyl in hJ.s act of vmlence (and Soymka

-



m lus llteral creatlon of 1t) have broken thmugh to Fanon s_ .

thJ.rd phase, a pomt that James Booth hand.lly sumnarlzes

.‘ have seeﬁ mrked by nosta&glc evocatlons of
traditional llfe apd the 'distress and. dlf}lculty' 'of |
the divided consciousness, a 'flghtln‘z/F’ﬁase ensues. , | -
" the natlve after having tried to lose hlmself in
-the ,people and w1th the people w111 on the contrary
o ;shake the people ' “he tq%ns - into an awakéner of the
'- ~peop1e..7 ' (Booth, 147). I

vThe Cartel 5. Haxvest" cont:umes th'Ofeyi. experiencing rnuch of

its after—effects ﬁu:ough t?ﬁe r g 959££). ‘Eventually Ofeyi

.recelves Tews of Irz.ylse and a.

ml p).ece of‘v'hojpe is"brb\igntfinto'
the narrative, Ofey1 nust hurry‘mhowever, be_canse‘ sne ""lm'ay be in | .
- 'Temoko o e:Lther dying or dead" (274). ‘ I
- Tennko prlson marks Ofey:L s descent mto the: underworld for N
'_a 51gn near the entrance warns: abandon | hope all who_
enter. "(275) __ E‘rom a bur?eaucracy (276), _thrwgh a yard of-_
" refugess (283 e Ofeyi enters the Lepers yard and then the death
lﬂ,cells (288) , and f:.nally reaches Irlylse in the Lunatlcs yard.

(298)——each step in tlus Journey gives more reason for a loss of h



L -quest’hasbeenfornaught

T hav1ng bee

Soylnka s own mprlsorment is str:Lkmg—-he, too, was housed'
; ' between the death cells and the madhouse-—but we should not E
overstress SOYl.nka s own psychlc ) battle, . because 1t was'

kaccompllshed alone Here OerJ. is w1th a comatose Inylse, after

“-J%'xocked out by Suberu (a prlson trusty), and he nust
L ‘llke Soymka resolve a new course of actlon

ororm

A spore, accordmg to the OED 1s elther a small reproductlve‘f

'cell or ‘a’; res1stant form of bacterlum The sect:.on t1tle' -

. ',_1llmmnates 0er1 5 new plans by mv1t1ng oomparlsn between the?

repi‘oductlnw (growth) When  will- they’ f 'Sback When will

Aman and organic growth ' The. former, unconsc:L 1n prlson wlth"

: Ir1y1se analogously holds the promse of res:.stanc_ (surv:.val) and__
: Ir:LYlSe recover and ‘assume her full role as / the symbol and
- vanguard 'of change’ | '

E A perlod of near despa:Lr is broken for tﬂle :unprlsoned Ofem B

. when Zaccheus appears w1th the tools of escape w(sos)--a not so: L

mcredlble 1nc1dent 1f one remembers the actual events of‘»'
‘ Soylnka s own nnprlsom\ent where plﬁmes were preVented from v'

flymg Now Ofey:l. hopes Suberu w111 assmt hlm, but Suberu ‘

- proves obtuse and unable to respond orally to 0f3Y1 s pleas for. :

aid, gesticulates and mlmes to Ofeyi that Inylse s "oond:.tlon ms" '



A the deadly exploltatlon th.ch traps m:Lnds 11ke yours 1n one

. . . . . | ‘.'. - 162 -.’.“;‘.
‘llke the egg [the ooooa-pod] and OfeyJ. must walt patlently, for
_her emergence" (307). - The adv:Lce 1s sound and Ofeyl Selzes on a‘:he

h"

. analogy between Irlylse awakenlng and arlslng from her comatose fr
.state in the Cartel s cocoa—pod of a. prlson, and the awakenlng of

»»»»»»

the people, spec1f1cally Suberu, to thelr near coma—llke llves

4 &

.“under the Cartel . Have we all wasted our tlme trylng to end

, -
¢
llfelong mdenture to emptmess" " (309) Seemlngly no progress

had

';s.he leaves but the cell door 1s no longer,

:_ -_1s made -w:.th bé?
"~‘locked and Ramath and the Dentn.st armve (310) All eSCdpe w1’th
| Ir1ylse to begln the long march back to the source of thelr unJ.ted
K strength Alyéro It is a hopeful march because Suberu Joms
,them, Ofeyz. has awakened one person, whlch is a 51gn of the others =
 to come. Thus ‘hope has come from an. area in Wthh 1t prev1ously: -
. was. abandoned (Temoko) v In addltion‘ tz the- escape and Suberu s
part1c1pat10n in it, the attack on the armory a success (311), & .
Iriyise, although not v1brant is’ allve Consequently, the 11fe ,‘
"'ln the forests rrust be read opt:unlstlcally as not Just the return
'tre.k to Alyéro but also as. the. awakenlng of nature to the revoltt ‘
against the Cartel's wmatural -grder. - Relatedly, "Ofeyi and
' Demakm have become 'Spores, " each is a seed that has developed to: -
bear, fruJ.t ‘a- single cell that has the capac:Lty to grow and 3
- ."mltiply"v'-(loz).ﬁ,- 0er1 has resolved the contradlctlon w1th1n and _.
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wlll utlllze v101ence as a carefully controlled means to an end--

lusvxswnaxy creat:.vesenseofanat:.onbasedonhyéré Hehas,"

beoome, 1n Irlylse s words "one of us,"_ that is, w1th the people o

and agamst t.he forces of capltallsm SRR - S TR
A T B ‘} - . . . YT e ‘
. v . ! -

' |

For a’l:hese reason’ FemJ. 05051fan s cr1t1c1sm ofSoy:.nka ts:j

c1V11—war wr'itlng 1s dlfflcult to accept

‘.v;“:_-o. ;'. . , S . S
Stranded between utoplan ' 1deals and Ma’_" bleak

R unfulfll.lment between the ‘lure of liberty and the |
reality of represx51on, our wr:.ters have sacrlflced

. poétlc élan to the comronplace of pollt:cal expeda.encyv‘ |

e e ,:"'1;_-*' B L

Far from condom.ng the polltlcally expedlent of the moment 2

Soymka s novel pamstakmgly and artfully charts the progressmn

'S =
of am J.ndlw.dual throuéh a ser1eq of chmces that ar1se from an‘

mgmatlve and mqulsftlve mmd The relat:.on between orgamc

stmcture and orgamc oamumty, as found mme course of Ofey:L s;j:' n
de]a.beratmns stress this facf/ qully, as does the degree of? :’_
sens1t1v1ty and care found m Soymka 8. handlmg of su;,:h camlex;‘-..:,
1ssues as programs of soclal change Lo )

kY



The real way to master and transform reallty, Soymka
| ':v[has argued} is to help llberate the [readers ] mlnds
'from the superstltlon of Power whlch crlpples the ~w111

' obscures self—apprehensmn and fac111tates surrender to’
ra

’ ’, the allenatmg processes ranged agamst every form of ‘

human product1v1ty (Crow 69)

“Reallty is . not yet transformed but the presence of the Alyéroan

1dea1 w1thln the forests (and w1thm N1ger1an soc1ety) marks

'enough of ‘an. awakenlng for a new socml construct natlonal in -

."scope Change is poslted 1n thls return of men to a. pr1m1t1ve

;

'env:.ronment where .an evolutlona.ry . orgamc revolutlon can begln

w1th man :Ln hlS natural' state Success or fa:Llure is left

' vdependent upon the quallty and strength of the awakened people s

conv1ct10ns in the symbol that Ofey:L has created m Irlylse Qand
that Soymka has: created in hlS novel

v.

A



t Conclusion

In contrast to Irele s e trus study has shown that"m

| llterature is a pov»erful vehlcle of soc1al thought Some of the
" .'-vworks exammed may not have achleved the desn:ed clarlty of
. thought but they have, B nonetheless,' glven expressmn to the'. B
| ‘ocmmmal visions of flve dlstmct md:wlduals and the readershlp |
they represent POSSlbllltleS, conveyed w1th vaxymg degrees ‘of
' 'artlstry, are there for sorutmy as well as. acceptance reJectlon,

| .' or adaptatlon Above all the call has been for the populace to

. get J.nvolved and to contrlbute

' In "Notes from Ch.11e," Arlel Dorfman makes use of a metaphor
to descrlbe cultural change as it has taken place, often covertly, )
yunder Pmochet s reglme Dorfman s metaphor aptly encompasses the
“dlfferences in meam.ng and 'in effect of AnJ.ebo,. E:kwens1 Mezu, |

| 'Omotoso and - Soymka s colmunal v1s1ons,_as ev1dent in thelr C1V11

| war_ mvels._Ch11e,~ Dorfman writes, * - -

.is.in open rebelllon agamst Pmochet The'fern\ent.
| :Qsthe land has' mtensﬁled the demands on lntellectuals"
“and journalists. What used 'to ‘be sufflcn.ent--_'
cultlvatmg a flower—patch m the mldst of an apparently‘ |
'_barrenlandscapeandtrymgtomakeltapemanent

168 -



' oas:.s—-:.s no longer adequate and a furlous need has "
developed for fertlllty and. pollenlzatlon._1 *

'.'_It “is  a succinct ‘and metaphorlcally related express*on -of

Soymka s purpose in Season of M——m awakenmg and reclamatlon

s of mmds that have 9een lost that have been emptled of purpose 1n' '

the futlllty of . struggle agalnst a harsh caprtallst reglme Wthh o

'bb' ght about ngeria s fraternal war. Wole Soylnka so called" ;

1st is the only wrlter dealt with here - who speaks “to all t
14yels of soc1ety “The works of $.0. Mezu and Cyprian Ekwensc,)l in )
' " 1deallst1c(°) wishes for a better future,_s,tmble -at. thelr
A ends and harely produce "flower-patches " Kole Omo
_and to a greater extent I. N C Am.ebo mamtaln thelr res'pectr _
gardens but - 11m1t access to spec1f1,c levels of the hJ.erarchy by
address:.ng concerns perarlly to onhe 50c1al group It is perhaps ,
_because of . thls fact that the:Lr works have met mth only l:unlted _
sﬁccess 2 o

s Soymka alone, ] 1s furlously attemptlng to fag:lllze and
pollmate the‘ mmds of ‘his cmmtrynen HlS reflectlons on society
t are umque in expressn.on and (1n spJ.te of the decolonlzers claJ.ms

to - the contrary) are_ the only v1ews examlned here whlch

mcorporate scxneth:mg from Afnca s tradltlons--a pantheon as well .

.-as a ., perspectlve for the artlst——whlle his actlons extend those
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reflectlons m d.l.rectly pract:l.cal -’ ways to the oamumty

Soymkas path is by no means “an easy one,for1tpos1tsa
revolutlon——artlstlcally and pollt:.cally--and Soymka hJ.mself 1s,

nu.ndful of the rlsks :anolved One of those nsks is. that no one

\ w111 llsten, another 1s that he mll be refused access to his

' audlence3 but as w1th his wart:me ampr:.somnent Soymka and h:Ls, :

wrltlngs w111 retam what Robert Fraser callss "

.a pollt1cal potent1al galvamzed by the war mto an
mstmment of protest a:.med less at }u.s personal |

cn.rcmstances than agamst a deep, almost mystlc source _

e -of mJustJ.ce secretmg 1ts deadly JuJ.ces in the body

;redeemed from partlsansﬁp by Soymkﬁ s mstmctual

'f. T gl

-

polltlc - ‘The resultant wntmg [and act:l.ons wn.ll be] o

-

i ' We are left w:.th one writer who refuses to mdenmne the

) oomplexlty of the tasks ‘and the 1ssues that are to be urxiertaken
and challenged by soc1ety Even Soymka though canmt reachva

everyone, and his awlmrd sometmxes obscure expresslon w111 llmlt

hlsaudlencetothosepreparedtomﬂergomatOsofisanhascalled_
' nthe c_hal_lenge of the maze.{"3 ‘Thus, a hlerarchy develops in the
" audience of these writers, _vhich! begms at a high - point with
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' Soy:.nka s mteLlectual rlgour and descends through the competent
artlstry of Omtoso and Amebo and fmally ocmes to rest at, the'

1eve1 of greatest consumptlon, mm:Lmal artlstry and mtellectual
stimulus. - I ‘
Whether or not thJ.s soclal hlerarchy is: reflected in other
ngerlan C1v11 War f1ct10n demands a more extenswe study than the
| present one We can conclude tentatlvely, _ that the J.mportance of
this llterature rests 1.n 1ts recogrkt\lﬁn of the soc1al prob]:emﬁ‘* 1t ., '
- reflects or scrutln;zes, ..even ‘,.as it (unmllmgly) perpetuatesv
e R
Growth in ngena s natlonal llterature has come most'
- profoundly from the descendants of the early OnJ.tsha pamphlets,-
Macmlllan s Eacesetter series. VJ.rgJ.na Coulon S excellent essayy -
_‘ "on this’ serles indicates the:l_r worth 6 boulon 's. mst s:.gnlflcant
: _-flnd:mgs are that the Pacesetters reflect "the morallty of Omtsha
| pubncatlons whlch aim to en.tertam as well as instruct". (309)
Yet ,' Pacesetters have outgrown the:Lr Omtsha "parents" because‘ ’
"the authors .are. natlonal wrlters Everythmq in the:Lr works
proclaJms defends and upholds the 1dea of an mvmlable Nigerian

: natlon" (311)._.‘ re, the authors‘ "cannot help but feel ‘

pride in the1.r 'cou'ntry's" abilities Xo solve its own problems, - - |

using its own technical achievements and its own human resources".

(315). 'And, to solve the problem of commmal schisms the



'

L —169—7,-

fiPacesetters "suggest that' the- country has nothmg to gain from -
belabor:l.ng the issues or ﬁmvmg the events that led it to near.:v
| ','. rupture in a brutal c1v11 war" ' (317) Because "Pacesetters are h

-w1de1y dlstnbuted J.n N:Lgena——and w1de1y read o (318), a truly

national consc1ousness will be created that transcends ethmc or

soc1al boundarles . Wlth the m:re SOlldlfled nat:Lonal foundatlon
=Y
that Pacesetters offer, perhaps readers w:Lll feel secure enough to

cross the tn.bal l:Lnes of the c1 .
dlverse perspectlves . 'l‘hen a will  the maglned

.comrun.lty that ultJ.mately ent' T

form come closer to thelr grasp Frantz Fanon underscores thJ.s _
éﬂpr:unary lesson elec1ted from the past that rema:.ns appllcable to'_ o

_the future. In "The Pltfalls of Natlonal Consc1ousness" Fanon :

. Writes:

Natlonallsm is but a sta e-in the . mcess of

full partlclpatlon in-a soc1ety by 1ts entlre -

s populbac_e. But, nationalism “ mudt take place

' pefore social or_ political " consciwsness

oﬂlermse the latter two wlll be tr1b allv.

o

onented 7
oriented

For now, Nigerian literature, from the collective ldcal

g

- : about theWarfrom

l'. Hm-
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C _sol:.darlty of Onltsha (Ooulon, 304) th.rough the d...verse, but class
, and trlbal orlented dlver51ty of the Blafran War (where "the overt

. : polltlcal te:nper oﬁ the bulk of the 11terature ust be seen as

- de -. \' . -

'arr attempt by Nm 1an wr:.ters to reestabllsh the:.r moral

-oamuttment to.’ the evolutlon of the:lr country ")3 to the—-——-

Ire Qg

L(natlona.llsm of the Pacesetters }Has shown growth development and o

‘_,‘ S~y

' _"'orlgmallty ThlS dlstmctlvely ngerlan Lr_t_lor_l emphasmee o

_ that the seekers of an :ugagmed ngerlan commmty have the:Lr

' 'fmmda ion.. It >1s now up oto other seekers to bulld upon 1t "')
- :."‘ ) ,I '.
e : & . .
J T . : o
. o8 !
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O 113..p, O Flmn, Towards a. Socmlogy of the Afncan Novel "
J_A._f”flcan L:_Lterature Today, 7 (1975) 3. - - .

~_ '1z;Elech1 Miﬁdl gﬁi_rﬁgg;_m_gn_t_ (Dondon, IbadanandNa:Lrobl
Hemenammuc ‘Books. Ltd.‘,.19'86) 109. o

"Qnmanslm Publ co. Ltd '1983) 5.

14 Eleclﬁ Amadl et in Blgra (London, Ibadan and Na:.robl
._,.Hememann Educ Books Ltd., 1978) 183-84 : : v

K i ‘ “ - .
1s. Marnst termmology, alttmgh *’prevalent in contemporary :
- diterary criticism, requ.u:es cautious use in relation to Africa -
because of the different h:.stoncal cultural, and polltlcal v
. circumstances ‘that - exist* there. "Class ". for  instance, .
embodies the ‘influences of - tribalism in ngerla, whereas it - 4’ B
does not in the smletles of whlch Marx wrote ' : , ‘

N L}
-

Walter Rodney,gﬂow Euro ‘”Underdevelopg Africa. (Washington D"‘“ ’
: Howard Umversa.ty ‘Press,  1982) ;278. References will be-made” -
parenthetlcally w1th.m t'he‘ text unless'an‘ endmte 1s used S

Benedlct Anderson, Imag ed Commﬁutles Reflectlons .on the :
' Origin and - ad» _of Natn.onallsm. (1983 London Verso,.1985)

@07 IR . . o .
Bemth Lmdfors, "Postwar Popular mterature m N}gerla " Oklke o
9 (1975) 527 i LA

D4 ‘;Sales statlstlcs were provided ,by He' afin

L. Unwin.e - It is of interest that-the. educated Motosa - _

- to: ma.tch Ekwensi's popular -success " Salesm ‘figures for

N ,thoso s “The Egifice and The Combat . show’ that his’ i:opulanty

. peaks'at '~ about ' 10;000 coples .per. work, whereas Ekwenm 3 works
B rarely sell less than 40 000 coples each : ! _

S Ian Bell, "patter-Merchants and Chancers," : Planet: the Welsht
._r_x_t_srﬁmnal_m_t 60 gDec /Jan. 1986-87) 43. N

[EEETE B . e . . ) v ‘
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g 6 Stanley Macebuh- “Poetlcs and the Myth;c Inagmatlon," gltlg;" -
o “Mves onWole&ﬂnJ_g ed. James. - Gibbs. (19080;: I.orxion,‘-
- Ibadan. and Na:.robl Hememann Educ Books Ltd 1981) 206 .

7 'Role - Omotoso, ‘The. - Combat. (London, Ibadan and Na1rob1 o
o HememannEduc Books Ltd., 1972)

: » / o . - . . ‘ -
S8 F Odun Balogun -in- "Popul:.s‘t Flct:Lon thom s Novels,'_'
. African Literature m 13 (1983), mdicates that in the early

" .\ short-story, "Isaac,” which was the .genesis. for part ~of The
- Combat, -the  car: was. "s1gn1f1cantly" a:Mercedes: Benz. Sports.
_There is, as Balogun suggests, a stronger social -camment made -
if a- mrcedes ‘kills  ‘Isaac.. However, Qnotoso s ‘choice of a -’
.. "lesser" - ‘car’ in the- ‘novel proudes -a realJ.stlc pomt of
. identity for the projected ‘populist readership. It actively -
-, implicates . -death because. ‘the dar's ‘make. prevents‘ SR
L blame bemg ¥ p ‘upper” stratum of docxoty.v.ig; e -

’.Y‘..

‘_ Wr:l.ters (Occas:Lonal Publlcat;_on, 9), ed.:
S (Aust:.n, Texas: Afrlcan and Afro-American stud1 S
.. Centre;, 1974).- " I.cannot’ comment on ‘gither hort-story nor -

'thei: relevance, ooples have so far been mposs:.ble to lodaga :

L DJ.eter RJ.emenschmxder B:Lafra War in_ N-lgenan L:Ltera- SR
© . ture," Jav . and umbili .cords, ed. Ulla Sch:le (Berlm
'D. ReJ.merVerlag, .1985) 84 'j e -
*; & ot AL e .. : : .
e 1° Unreallf’;ﬁaractenzatlon and an over-concentratlon of 1deas gt
;. makes. ui's - _of-. -(1971) ‘an ‘giel
ol :unpersonal narrative w:.th a stmng but; unreallzed soc1al,
potentlal S . : _ : Lo

11 Earller, amtoso foreshadowed fa:L}ure and the memteﬂale.ﬂu

gemflich by inserting a -mental cué: . "The military :leadets of = '
. - 'genahadbeenmeetmgmﬁbun Ghana;’ manattenpttofind'_g;».;
ST ceful éolutlon to the problems of ‘the country..: the news .5 .
R r dér-was - sayinhg. . thefn'stshotsmre bemgflredaxﬂthere{-.;jf
was npw Blafra M (12) R SIREE

lzsovmsagreementto all of OJtﬂ:ws damnds» at theAbun.
. Governors' conference is reflected here; - tortheaqrmntsj‘i,j,;‘
E R weremade neithermnstuck to them both szdes .refusadto
| 1970, znded (1971,




-

13

14

18

works "published abroad.” The point is disc Yo
- Balogun never criticizes. Omotoso for podr proq,
.~ impeded the clarity of ' cemmmication’ he des1res) ; mstead
- Baloguri defends N:Lgerlan prmters fmm an apparent slur‘

'18‘Margaret Lauren “Lont Dr;ums and Canohs 4"(Londonv! Maaniliaﬂ, r
1968) 148-49. See .alsd Chidi :Amita, "The Nigerian Civil War’
and the Evolutlon of - Nigerian therature,", in G_ont_emm_gy-

‘The 1dea “that thoso is condescend
‘describes the working man at tl'mght.
an agony - of men”tal cogitation. By the tife he had fmlshed he .
“Was sweatmg ." (The Combat, 49). - Wole Scymka a so-called .
. elitist in Afncan literature, ‘has, as we shall ‘later see, an .

Adewale Memoyega, v_m' We struck: ’ The Story of the FJ.rst '
Nigeri anCoug (Ibada.n EvansBms

td., 1981) 192 my stress

-Debe .underwent .

enormous x:espect for the mtelllgence of g people who attend

. .
o

,F Odtm Bologun lists some addlt:.onal problems in the text (see
Balogun 4121, note 6). - Somewhat disconcertmgly, Balpgun

agrees that the techm.cal and stylistic -errors are not prone. to-
éccur in "locally published works! alone,..”’but also. occur in-
_em;lng because
-reading (which -

) N } ) . ‘<.' _/.‘.:

."}Cypnan Ekwens1 Survive the Peace (Iondon Ibédan Narrobl and
o ,Lusaka Hememann J‘.‘duc« Books Ltd 1976) - .

S . e

See Denm.s Duerden and Cosmo Pleterse,, eds. 7 Afr:.can WrJ.ters

- . Talking:-A Collection of Interviews,  2nd ed (1972; London, .
‘0 Ibadan Na1rob1 and Lusaka He:.nemann Educ Boc)ks Ltd 1_9_75) R

T 800 , _ P

PR

_Literat e, ed..‘ ‘Hal Whe et al (Washmgton, b. C::

c politlcsen tHe life’of undlv:.duais and proposed greater

: :eiﬂmlc t‘alei'ancq l;m the nat;.on W (87)

»Charles'Lag:sen’ Shadews of the Blafq:an War," _M

. .(Enugu) 3:(Dec. 1973)f 600 Ekwens1 Spent much of  his time

: j‘outs:Lde of»Afrlca,. trymg te ra‘lly 8upport for the Blafran . { '

.20

cadse. " e Ty
Onhand P R !
K AN

galns credence when he N

“Three- .Continents- Press, '1983)::"In Is and Jagqua - Nana .
]respectively, “Fkwetigi, . #i1lustratés--the ef ects <of aggressive -’

Tﬁ;,mte '*a 204 bOO word" (_____! 29) novel durmg the e
Jar, -~ - "Afrlchaos " Thls/r{ovel was publlshed as- D1v1ded We ;f’f‘.ﬁ
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(Enngu  Fourth Dmensmn,_ 1980) It is ; the "G ion L.

mthRaoul Grangvist, Kunapipi 4, 1 (1982) 125)/ Divided We . .-

'»r'bordermg more on reportage (desm-lptz.on) than

) Canan Mnsi,"'» in Essa;@ oh contgpg;ggg. o

PR Btslonial flction, «eds. - Hedwig chk and Albert Wetheim -
N er, 1986) 62a . A |
T 22 W) er-surri'narizes- the pl f-‘-.in ' 2 way - ", a .-

reluctant*);uest for’ the lost.: home -
+ human relatlons}ups " Sedf'Ancmy and »B_e
© War in’ Literature,' Pre&nc‘ rlcan'.(n.,b;s“ B7-138 3(1st and
. an,quartex:lles, 1986) '142 v% S . AL R

23 Bened:.ct Anderson, :Ln M Cmmmlges &flecn% on the -

¢ Origin .and ._of Nationalism, points out that the use of °
mglshgaveaccessmm:opéan ;
" that "advances . in camumcatlo' 1
and . ‘television, give  print-

;technology, espec:Lally rad:LoJ
;e.s," which, if used in”

volume" to Survive ‘the Peace (see "Cyprian Ekwens:.." mtervmw-‘
_"not be d:Lscussed here, for it is the -weaker.of the:

. frailtyof .
eria's Civil -

1s of nationalism (107) and”

multilingual ‘broadcasts . "can- conJure up the ‘ime mod camumty‘._nz

s fo'illitérates #nd pppulations.with. dlfferent g
% (123). ~Anderson goes on ‘to say:. "It is no legs. stz Yy o
- of - €0lonial-school-generated: nat:.qnalism that {over Radio Kadtma‘ ERE
[the rebel... e&er !h;ior'.Nzeogm] asslmad h:x ey f : o ’

Odugo;. :Ln‘ hlsroleasa Jou.mallst forastaterun

'-u\

ST Myou wilkigs
ﬁ (310,737 .
‘radios is operatmg at 'the core of B:Lafran natlonallst.. '
‘ act1v1tn.es SR SRR B _ W

Vo 24 There is mo doubt that after the lu.],lmgs of Igbos mt,be o

§;abggg;,§ im the North (m?‘May and July 1966) ‘that " there was |

-, perpetuated, ebotiw 10, Biafrd._and internatity

‘reason. to - fear random. killing . bythe fedbral farces at the = :
“war's-.tlose.. OJukwq dn hig' - antl-N;gera.an nationalism . -
11y themythof

M genomds to’ obtain -military, economic and moral’ support: For ... |

, further elaboration : of this point see N:U. Akpan, mg_s_ums__.

that "19“15 had‘Planned mss,!nllmgs ofthe Igbos_ “gee -

“Chapter 13, 'Ihe Ql.lestim of ' Genocide" in | : S
iy, Legend: Biafra. .f“i: (Harmandsmrth Penqum S

25 Pa Ukoha's . thoushts abcut when ms ch:.ldrm will - reunnn'%ml_ifff
. and the  arrival-of -a dead @on --. Samson. - - pepmit Ewensi to - .

.‘ ) dep:.ct a forgotten (dunng the mr) cammal ntual A hunal‘
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am a wake (54) V The - v:.llage part1c1patlon, and ‘the -
1

leisurely" pace of the burial emphasize the cﬁrulnaral et
'to', :

. homogenlty of this older social order. - ‘Ekwensi has re _
origins, to a place where the soc1al grocesses can begm anew
mtheblrthofcmldrenandmdeath - T :

26

.See Peter Nazareth "Sumve the Peace - Cyprlan Elmens:L as a" |

Political Novelist," in Marxism a and African Literature, ed:

Georg M. Gugelberger (Trenton, N. J.: Africa World Press, Inc e '

= 1986) 1mn, for another account of the emanc:.patlon of woman .

27

In a related dlscusslon thh Pa Ukoha Odugo d:Lsclalms
responsibility for ‘what -he- reports but, - on ‘hearing Ukoga

: response--"You are a dlsappox.nted -man" ~ (59)--0Odugo ‘becames

-l29

introspective., ‘This capac:Lty for reflection about himself and

" others raises Odugo above the “self-centered” label that is -
-@a,ppendedtohm i : .

.28 pa Ukoha 5 view develops mto one whlch reflects Captam 5

p081t10n fully when h;s?on Samson's body is -brought home (77- '.

8).. . This union of . old values with youthful,.iekepticism and ~

energy is an alternatlve comrunlty, ready - for mlplementatlon I

and development

_The questlon of road sa:fety is’ relterated on pages 80, 107 and
'168. The inability to use roads . ( a -means-of cormunlcatlon) e

- 1n1ub1ts the’ restructurmg of a larger camumty

3.

,See, for example Margaret Laurence, 168 or, Douglas Klllam

"Cypnan Ekwensi, " in Introduction. to Nigerian Literarure,’ ed.
Bruge - King  (1971; . London: and Lagos: Evansﬁrothers and the

Umvers:.ty of Lagos Press 1974) 95.. _;‘_ o T T e

Chx’ai Anuta "Hlstory SOClBtY and Herolsm m the ngerian vzar"
Novel," Klep_L 6 3. (1984) 61 : . St

-

; Georg mkacs, -"Second comrersatlon Georg I.ukacs—»—Leo Kofler 1
“Society and the Individual,":in atigns with lLukacs, ed. -

- ‘Theo Pinkus, . Hans He:mz I-b and 'l'heo P:mkus (Cambrldge, :
-Mags. i '1?1_e MI'l" s, 1975) 49 B



Fz;edenck Forsyth Th Making of an African .L end ‘I‘he Blafr'a

gtm (Hanrondsworth vPengum Books Ltd., 1977) 98

Ga;eral ‘e Odunegwu Oukwa m;.ples of the B;afran ’:Nj

@ lutlon (Camhridge mss : The B:Lafra Rev:Lew, 1969)6

Okechu]m hbzu," "Fbetry and Revolutlon in- hbdern Afr:Lca "V":"

Afncan Writers on African Writi

Ibadan. and ‘'Nairobi:: Heinemann . “Bdvic..: 'Books: Ltd., 1973) 105.

, ed.  G.D. Killam (London, . .

" Mezu's uge of the ali<inclusive "we!. identifies the fact that o

the v:Lews he eamressesf ;apply to h:l.mself a5 well to [others

The dedlcatlon, ."to all the :Lnnocent VlCtlI!B of the Blafran; |

War," is partisan.because of "Mezu's .use .of thepolltlcally-.

- loaded -1abel--Biafran--as opposed ‘to Nigerian Civil ' War.' He .

“is, after.all,’ wrftmg in the post-Bjafran period.- S:umlarly o

the East and Mld—West regions were the mly ones.: seriously
affected by the -war--as Ekwensi and -others have related.
- Building continued in the Western Reg:.on--so "mnocent victims"

limits itself to less than the: ngez;;.an whole Conversely,'
"behind" refers :'to all . that -took " glacelin. Blafra (the rising =~

. . 8un), ‘while ‘the: eplgraph from Maran' Batoula expllcltly foers -
R an account that is "entu'ely obJectlve " i ‘ o

8§70, Mezu,_ e Risin
Lusaka Hen.nenann., 1971) 229

_Sun (I.ondon, Ibadan Nalmbland

: ,5' Mezu creates a character who- reflects a pc:Lnt that is. fam111ar
-, to readers, of Flora. NwapasNe

(Enugu: Nwamife Publ.. .

. Ltd., 1975), another 'lightly. "flc‘tlonallzed" ‘memoir, merem'.__i_."_-_,_
CI'lthlsm ‘is made "under 'one's breath". See, for instance, =’

-page 11; ar,. the combined st.rength of a’ ma:onty within Biafra

squashes the “ifidependent voice {(17). The divisiveness: within -

Nwapa 8: Blafra also reiterates a .common Civil war hterary,
theme the pbss:.b:.l:.ty of mter—Blafran fightmg (50) ‘

Mezu 1s huildlm Omoha's characmex: m & smular myto_:-v'-” '
Shakespeare f: helghtenmgof Prince Hal's stature, mm_ S

thrmxghtheassmptlon of .the defeatedﬂqtspm' 8 ‘reputation. s
mmsmmtaumrmmm ‘unfulfilled, as . hehasnot.—.'-

actedevenome 1tlsnm\\tnretmnstonmfra,not(xnm
mmgplace S B S e

1°Juhet1 omnm 'Bu.franWarNovels--ARevmw mm
1986) 266, |
uTlusxdeamstmtedbyareadingofoﬂarcivilmﬂctmn

(Enugu Fmrtthicn.Jan
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"The:.r home had been r1d' :

._,{ ?Mo/st notably, “in Nwapa < Ney o <'
. _of ‘the-Vandals [1 e.,” Nigeriansj}; .
~to-them", (79). - People ulﬁ:ma_ely domot care about Nigeria, .

- "Biafra, or any other imaginec ommmity, they want their family

7 .:home, to ' rétain the oken -1 ir ‘ancestors as
x 2 szeslaw Milosz irbnically T
 countries remain,"-,;'_h_e__Capgve_Ml_nd trans J

L YOrk ‘Vintage, 1981) 230. \ - ) .

'.»'_Z:Lelonko (New -

a2 For a dJ.SCUSSlC)n ofx the, real. Langnette
. 7 Forsyth's relatlon of Harlk\‘marton s act1y1t1es
~and 284). 4 A .

\

C13 Freddie Orucha‘'s goals are canpatlble o those of Pa
: Captain in  Survive the 'Peace; but he offers 1o means

the goals may be. achleved \\ )
R -)The use of "people" and "they" &dentlfy two groups wi
’ - -Bdu,: Okeji and Onuocha . do not". iately identify: th

_group and the workers.: Consequent y, there is  validit{¥
use of bourgeo15 to. descrlbe thls rbvel s perspectlve

Ll 1‘5::()moha s unconcem about the ' ‘French Secret Semce [

. “ !bzus repeated use of the term“

S survelllance of:” ‘him  is. .a’ pnme_v example .of . his uncritical
. * middle-class patriarchy thatiBe, Edu and Okeji desire: '“Onouha
“had- not worried about ‘the’}: yeillance] too much; since as far
. as ‘h$  knew, “they . were mtplamung to overthrow the French
- t. Besides, the host government had a . Tight to £ind "
out what forelgners were d:omg on 11:8 ternt:ory" (63). o

-’-"Slmilarly, the pedantlc descnptlon of the trafflc Jam (66), L
" followed by the woman - taking Omxoha's parkmq space (68) are .
. "little .adventures" (68) ‘of -no. consequerice but relished by"*»-
-;;;Omxoha and Mezu, md:.catmg me bourgeo1s m111eu of the text e

‘ i‘,;. The att:.tude is’ reasserted m Senegal where -Onuoha stays clear-.' o
. -of ‘the-. notmg, except where he can practlcally assist ~Bl.afran S

£

1’ LawyerAfaﬂm wholsmthtlm 1sa
thereforecannotbemcludedmtheg_tg

* middle class = affection: “displaying one s hmledge of other'
--1anguages/cultm'ee not - to elucidate naamng butmrely to
. impress. Other examples abound, but perbaps the most peculxar_"

. self-md:.cmant is the follom.m o S g

rE

hd .go, but the .
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_ The Denver Pass in Co,lorado ‘even: NE 1t;0 .

- surpasses it’ in height, cannot be cqmparegtq
' the treacherous. splendour of thé Miliking v
"Hill. Befare colonial-times, few. if any ever .. =~
returned from the Mll:;king &hll atypeof :

, Oracle (177) E SRR

1‘-’E:bo meapas"WJ.ves at WaJ:" W1ves' at War (E’nugu‘ fana

‘- Press, 1984, 2nd ed) -9, is. mare despicable, for he loads his .-
“entire fanu.ly into a plane and departs " Nwapa's collection of -

' 'stories, while commendable. in its- concentratlon on,yomen s -

"‘xmles mthewar,vlsweakmtheportrayal ofwcman

JEE 4
AR
K.

- 2'°Theydont:zsoxm«::hg::u.n:anreas:.ngrespectaxe Afoanealosesn

. completely. ' Hence, there is a' widening in the gtale of our. o

: Judgement wh:.ch gives: ‘the appearance of ‘an mcreaee .
RS Stressing "Nigerian" ‘in- this way penm.!c.s Mezu to effectlvelyf

_ . farestall the individual reader from interiorizing the negative )
R '.,;j-;-}'f-actlcns as components ‘of ~ the.self.. . One:. doe;s not . -want . to-be.

Tevil, therefore ‘the actions .are a nger:l.ar; '8, not ‘one's own.

s -Qrotoeo in. -Combat, -does ~ not -~ ‘clearly identify which
. protagonist reflects which side. in the war, (the imperial powers ..

.7 ‘would have sided with;either group), thus permitting the reader

‘tov1ew1ssuesqnd lore one's relatiorship: to them. Aswlll,'jﬁ"

. ‘be*seen, Miiebc's "phantan"’ ngenans work £ tbe same end as
.v_:~'°"._'0mtososprotagomsts R N

e

L '_?2" Willfried Feuser offers support for thlS mterpretation byf' .

““locating Mezu's renewed social vismn in - "OJUMSAhJAI‘&

- Declaration" . of = June 1, 1969. . 'See “Ancmy Beyond L
*.Nigeria's - (ilVll .War - im mterature"

:  :: '.f”(n.b 5. )137- 38 ~_ lst and an Quarterhes (12986) 141

. N . - hg
o> “N.__l_ ‘¥ "‘_ / ‘

s 2% Memu 'S,d°°151 }.to prov:de a mtnese ‘agcount is a. cmtnbunmg RN

| commmal process, . if . part, would prevent : movémént ‘and

'g meffectivemes “'full enghgement in the new:

.. observation. . The’ scepe_ of the novel ‘ig Mm"a ‘root cause - G

" incits failure...
7 fiction 48 Fredéﬁck Fbtsyths

- (London:

o-Biafran

'+ Hutchinsch, 1974).  Forsyth begins “th & Factual description .

o y-mmmfm?exileemldmmamma‘mnm e
Nmile serving Biafra ‘a8 asuldier miebohsmomvolved |

" of Ojukwd’leaving Biafra,” and then :cffers his perspective cn

_ cotpany. See
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Co-

i Intematlonai Studles, Afr:.ca Senes No 46), ed Don Burness-,«'

e 28

(Athens OhJ.O. Oh:Lo Center for Afrlcan Studles 1985) 31.

The Amx_xzm'g of Sacnflc (London, Ibadan Na1rob1 and Lusaka :
Heinemann Educ. Books Ltd., 1974. The short stories, "A Hero's .

 ‘Welcome" and: "In the Front Line", ‘have been collected by
_Willfried Peuser in Of Wives,: Tallm and the Dead (London,

Ibadan and Nairobi: Heinemann Educ.. Books Ltd.,. 1983), pp

- 120-32 and 109-19 respectively.. " Hero's We'lceme" explores

' complex familial relationships,. w1th1n a war setting, that =

result in mfant1c1de "In - the Front Line" resembles Ekwensi's -

. Survive the - Peace in  the- exammatlon of relatlonshlps and‘
»,jse:malnnresdurmgthemr '

;26
- device, but in a restricted way: when he requires a freer hand
‘at points w1th:m his narratlve to satirize the South Africans

It w:.ll be remembered that Omtoso uses a s:.mllar narratlve»

" and the Soviets.  Omotoso: uses the nature of ‘each protagonist

{through their perspectlves) as. a . means of achieving the

'>~*"_sat1re “Aniebo's purpose is not: outward but mwa.rd v J.n an
‘attenpt to reveal tl;e nature of each’ man. : :

See, respectlvely, ‘R. D.. La:.ng The: POllthS of Experlence and.

' the Bird of Paradise (Harmondsworth: Penguin, '1967) 24; and-

: ,1981) 305

28

29

»Geerg Lukacs, The HJ.stoncal Novel (Hamondsmrth Pengum :

It is of mterest to note that Amebo 5 make the reader).' -
"a- Witness, thmugh partlclpatlon in 1ecmg together the:

dlalogue stands 1in direct contrast to: eader's relatlve"
paSs:.vn:y :m ‘the" rece:.ved monologue of Mezu' s scenarlo

.o P ."5' e N L P N L -
Slgmﬁcantly, Cyrll Ag'umo s fanta51es about becommg an’
offlcer are fraught w:.th such dangers :

-} ,He Justsaw hmself m tbe um.form [of an %

. officer}, “standing there proudly -and: looklnq

. ‘handsome, Qashing and - disdainful. . Not once %
- .-had he-. ever thought . »mathe\bxlddowhenhe o
N got mt.o theum.fom (30) _' ' f.;,‘ _ _ -

Q‘*,.‘The posn:zon is euts:.de the realm of tus expenenceandm.
‘:pmledge he:.smttramedferthemle -

”,.._Dleter memenschnexdef "The B:.afra war m ngenan thera- e

- 180 = .
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- @Fbones and umblllcal cords ed Ulla Schlld (Verlag 'D'.v ke
Re:mer Verﬁ.ag, 1985) 80 o

7? )

M_EQ, L:Lterature Q; Qe Afrlcan wOrld (Cambrldge Cambrldge e
. Umvers:.ty Press 1979) _ ’Zr .
T &

. 4 See Ezek:Lel Mphahlele, Lems Nkosl angl Denm.s merden "Vble_'
E i . _ _ Tall F 3%, Dennis Duerdemand

~ Cosmo Pleterse (Iondon ~Ibadan and Nau:obl Hememann Educ

,.,Books Ltd', 1972) 169-80 : ,

; sSee o example, Chmwelzu,mwuchekwaJemleand Ihecmkw

' (Washingten, D.C.: Howard University Press, 1983)' 170-82, 217--

25, 234-38, onSoymkaspoatry 'lheyclaim thatScymkas:.s'_.-

- "a .suicidal - eurocentnc‘ ‘individualist, ‘pseudo-universalist

' ,consc:Lousness" (238). -The or:.g:.nal debate. between Soyinka and

. the decolonizers was conducted in the pages of Transition; for
ia descnptlve stmmary ‘560 Peter Benson “BLACK - ORPHEUS,

| ‘and uaunm mm Bauc. Books Ltd " 1981) 200-12.

"’"_r’mlst:ypeofassesmantof s::ymkas wrk has recentlybeen _
,.mdeby Davu.dcook m"The Potmt:.allyPop.xlarPlayw:.ght.'

-Adalugba (Ibadan Specmln Bobks Lt:d 1987) 89-103 " Cook
writes that:.fSoyinkasplm "have saldun met with public .

\frica - (Berkeleyf .

acclaim, this...is...because - theyhavemtbeenvigcmmlyand,_fg

,,sensxbly ptesmted in the popular theaire “(89) L
.0'4 vble»Soy;Nca,, "he Failure of the Wnter in. Afnca," in Im
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Afr;ca Reader: Indegald_ent Afnca, eds.’ W1lfred Cartey and
Martin Kilson (New York: Random . House, 1970) . 135-42. This.

. essay was reworked frcm a shorter form presented at the 1967

;Afncan—ﬁcandmavn.an erters' Conference: see  Wole' Soyinka, -
- "The Writer in a mdem African state," in The erter in Modern - -

~ Afnca, ed, Per WaStbeJ:g (ew York Afric: Publ. Co. Ltd.,

11969) 14-21.°° The latter/vérsion is reproduced in When the. Man. o
Died, ed. John Agetua (B riin City: John Agetua, 1975) 25-30.

Ngug:. wa Ttuong o, in Decolonlzmg the ‘Mind The POllthS of -

g;ggége in’ Afrlcan gterature (London: James Currey, 1986), .

-shares Soyinka's opuuon here, but extends the point. . In_the

neo-colonial perlod,v writers began criticizing and evaluatmg

- those societies (21), but. did so ‘"within the confines of the

languages of ‘Europe..." (21). . The - continued use of colonial

. ' languages prevented communication with - the masses, and so the’

writer felt alienated,: speaklrg "as’ if its ‘own . 1dent1ty or.the -
crisiswf »iss -own identjity was that. of society “as ‘'a whole"
(22). Soﬁnka fails to note this point, but his lJ.terary works
are, in part, addressed to the .neo-colonial goverm.ng cl&ses

o a dlrect attack a,t the problem"s J.mned:Late source

10

See Ketu_ H Katrak, "Yoruba R:Ltual Myth and "The Fourth_-'
Stage:" Soyinka, Neitzsche, and Brecht--A Paradigm for Yorbua

Tragedy," in  Wole M -and Modern Tragedy by Katrak (New

York, Westport and London: -Greenwood Press,. 1986) 17-58,.  for a

o useful ecnmentary on Soyinka ] metaphys:.cs/aesthetlcs

W11

‘See Joel ‘Adedeji, "Pesthetlts of Soymka s ‘I'heatre," in Before

- Qur Very Eyes, 104-31: "For- Soyinka, the’ purpose of the theatre

15 to ' impart experiences, not to prov1de 'meaning' or 'moral;'.
to set a riddle, not to tell a- story" (105) Ketu H. Katrak, .
. somewhat sunllarly, ‘asserts that . the - "ritual actor and .the - -

' . - protagonist:in Yoruba tragedy- mgdelled on Ogun. self-conscmusly
- enact &’ role for a camunal purpose. M(55). Michael Etherton‘

further notes - that ‘Soyinka's - 'Traglc upderstanding’.

~concerned with the surv:wal ~of  the ' commmity and not
_ specifically the survival of any one' individual," The

L Develgm@t of Afncan gama (London Hutchmson and Co. Ltd
1982) 244. ,, .

12

L

"woleSoym'a "Dramand theRevolutlonary Tdegl," 2 rson: |
‘ o & ( tle:

inka; ed. Ka.renL M:t'ell

~Inst1tute -of ccmparatlve and’ Fomlgn Area Studles Uru ity

7

I
SR

ofWashinqton 1975)61-88 R
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13 ‘See Wole Soyinka, Mké: _the. Years of Childhood (New York:
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Aventura, 1983) ‘especially, 177-86, 192-222. In addition to.

- the appropriated art (i.e. the oro song), Soyinka's artistic
~rendition of his chlldhood also presents subsequeﬁt generatlons .
with an mc1tement td actlon as well as a vision to follow

e

- . some 3035 years affer  the event, “time in "which the matured

' '1‘-Thls@ 1gnor:mg the fact that the autoblography was wrltten L

- artist. has = developed . his aesthgtics and can’ therefore-'
parachute’ “them back mto hlstory .f suggest some - form of_ (

- artlstlc contlmnty

A“_1‘5 ’I’hls ‘item- and. thosh that . follow have been gleaned from the» :
. works of SOYlnk‘a s commentators, particularly the chmmlogy by

James Gibbs in the "Introductlon" to his- Ccltlcal Pirgpectlves.:

”'onWoleS_QM{__a SERES L S

3y el , Wole _Sg}g.xﬁ (New York Grove. Press 1986) 8. John ,
" .at the request; of ‘Amnesty Internatlonal ‘attended

'-tnal as an observer.. . See. Clmgmg o g;e Wreckage
, Pengum Books Ltd 1985) 195- 200. A Mr. -

*Seﬁl}’euber 1966) 17-19; "Let's Think Again About the Aftermath
"-,~-'pf this’ War ' Ni ge_r;an Daily Sketch (Lagos) 4 August 1967, 8.

,v 18_}"Harvest of Hate " "IkeJa, Friday, Four O’Clock " "Massacre'-

" October = '66,'" "Clv111an ‘and- Soldier," - "For Fajuyl,";",
"MaIed:Lct:Lon," in. Idanre and’ Other Poems (Idhdon Methuen and- .
, Co., Ltd., 1967) 49-85. ~ . - | . DI

19 General Olusequn Obasanjo suggests a greater pol;.txcal“‘i’ole for
- . Soyinka: ' "a celebrated -playwright who was’ acting for and on
behalf of Victor Banjo," Quoted from My .
. the Nigerian Civil War . (Imdon ‘Tbadan and
'Bduc. Books Ltd., 1981) 31. . Pccordlng e
“offered “covert support, for the rebels," ‘and tri

e PO e énd Change," Afrlcan Sfatesman (Lagos) 1, 3(July—v

-, Obasanjo to give Banjo "imhindered access to.Ibadan and I.agos e

. at any pnce" (31) Obasanno tumed dom"tm

““'MJOIS nm:epessmlstic vmenheassertsthattheremsa
s 'granddaignthat would el:unmate Ojukw and depoeeGovm
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] :.{ e '\‘:" R Vi : I -84 -
leavmg the leadersh:.p of ngerla free for the plckmg '
- (Obasarrjo, 31) : \ e o
~ 21 Adanu Clrma"Rev;ew--'I‘he Dlg mWhen ‘Man_Died, 11. --..
o' See - Iyorwuese * Hagher: - .a -very-bad bock...a private

Mbarefaced propaganda.. "(12), Dan Izevbaye "Soyinka's

dared to' imprison hint’ (13); Chief Sobo Sowemimo: - Di.
Sis a- vulgar book . written by a chatty and garmlms author

R *ramblmgs of a demented playwrlght" (23)
\\'

(Iondon Arrow Books Ltd 1985) xxln

L

23 "poens from Prlson" (London Rex. Collmgs '196'9 ' rpﬁ , 1981")" |

dé"termmed ‘and - calculated attempt to “hit back at 'ghose who
has no iota of respect for truth. In: sl‘x)rt it reads like the S

22 "Ten Years Aﬁ:er," Th'e Man Dled prlson netes of Wole SOYlnka S

‘The.poems  are "Live Burial" and "Flowers for my Land.!" -Both

- . aré reproduced in A Shuttle in’ the Crypt. - (Iondon Rex
_‘-' Collings/Eyre Methuen, 1972; -rpt., - 1977) 60-65. " In' the -

 collection, "Live Burial" has scmg changes .in punctuaticn and =

‘four additional stanzas on  individual -prison’ ‘guards at

_Prison. -The ariginal, shorter poem is the better for its .
 conciseness and more general tone of condemmation:- . "Flowers '

‘for My Land" is .also extended in Shuttle by four stanzas, ‘with
' vocabulary and  puhctuati changes " The changes enphaslze_
cammumnal solidarity, but: n of oﬂxers who ‘may- “press to
£ull/Possessiog,” and not:"make conmon cause." Thus there is a

" development of the commmal ideal and the dangers - it faces—- R o

thematlc addltlons whlch enhance the’revu.sed versmn

34 Much of what 1 have to say on )’Poems franﬂPnson" would be -
repeated in & d:.scus,slon of. A Shutt e in ‘the ; thus,“for . -

> .reasons of -space I 'will™ not the -~ poenis’ in - that .
collectlon further. Instead I will quote from the mxﬂer(ully.
prec1se remarks’ efg-‘

“Osofisan (see "The Quality of Hurt=-A = ,:

" Survey of Recent thenan ‘Poetry, . Part Ome," . Afriscope -4,.7"

-(1974) 45-8, 51-3) as’ the def:.mtlve werd on that ‘collection.
In Shuttle, he»remarks ' .

youmuldnotlce thesameterturedworld asof'I_'L_xg.

- ,m__mid ept that ‘where the prose from - [sic].
e encouraged output of ‘apguish - till = it sometimes -
e e stndent, ‘the poetic form has ‘disciplined the

vnth a  far: rrbre pass:.cmate intens:.ty [Further,

L j"'_‘jvs<:yn1}:a] . .the “archpriest of - ‘wanton - .obgcurity is a L

- __'icomplex and mmgledmnd peremlally lost in the maze of




: his om pnvate confused mythologv Nevertheless, :

" such. is the profundity of 50y1.nkas thought - and

expenence, SO penetratmg is his vision, that we cannot
 but _face - the " challenge of ~-maze. ' And it' is’-
. surprising how,’ when W we . O sumnon the courage and
willingness to: understand most of Soymka s prellmmaryf

e o 'obscunty‘ disappears (31;48).

v' 33Thegoodandtheev11to ‘be. found w1th1n ‘the same partofv‘
_ ‘,nature is a‘'recurrent theme in
" mother, in the post-civil

- point: "Poison has its. uses o
L uselidt rlght Or kill" (233) -Ketu H. Katrak relates this point

'.“'zs Thls mterweavmg of llte:r:al and metaphorlc meanlng is mre4‘:

fully developgd in- S_;ea_ag_n_o_fm

- “.25 Abi la irele, "The Season of a Mn.nd Wole Soymka and the” o

N erian Crisis," in The Afncan Experlence in theragge and
edlogy. by Iréle (London, Ibadan and Nalrobl _He_lnemann Educ..
Books Ltd 1981) 210 ' o

Iy

i

| 27 James Booth erters and’ POllthS in N1ger1! (London Hodder.-" 3

and Stroughton, 1981) 148‘

2 B'm\armel Ngara, "-'St_:xhstlc Cr1t1c1sm and _the Afrlcan Novel‘

(London, Ibadan and Na1rob1 He:.nemann E‘duc Books Ltd., 1982)
99 S T . S l_»

29 Geoffrey mmt "'l‘wo Afrlcan Aesthetlcs ‘Wole Soylnka Vs Am:Llcar
Cabral,"  in ‘Marxism - and African . Literature, ed. Georg M.
Gugelberger (Trenton, New Jersey: Afr:.ca World Press 1985) 74

L0 Gerald Moore, Wole- S_on:_ﬂ&g_ nd ed (Iondona- Evans Brothers

- Ltd., 1978) 134

v —

31§Br1an Crow "Soylnka and ‘his Radlcal Cr1t1cs ARev1ew,"__5‘

Theatre Res%h Inge;mtwnal 12 1 (Sprmg 1987) 66.\ .0_'

"mkaswork -.Iya Agba, anearth‘

‘Madmen and - Mlahsts, in Six -
and Co. Ltd., 1984), raises ‘this
~oucancurew1thp0150n if you

- pldy,
Plays by Soyinka (London: Meghuen

o to 's aesthetlcs in the following  way: "Soymka s

* conception of: tragedy ‘touches . on. two ‘aspects of Yoruba moral i
order. - , First, the coexistence ‘of good and evil.. '

mam.fested through""' parallels * [to] = Ogun's 'dual nature..

- Second, moral order is integrally. connectéd to natural process . . - . .
- m-(38). Hence, Scyinka's use of '"Harvest" as a sectional . tltle

v has an underlymg :x.rony\, 1n that this natural process becomes ev11'

s



in the hands of the powerbmkers the world's owerlmess m

nature is upset as J.n }hcbeth

34 geveral cr1t1cs, mnanuel Ngara among man\{ee Nga;:al, 108),

. ?3 Oer1 is huch less “of an abstract:\.on now; andh:.s subsequent e
acts w111 detemme h:mself and soc1ety I “ _,, L N

|
' -_COntrary to . the gods controllmg [the] resdiutlcns

jn Soyinka's [works . we<+ find] tragic protagom.stswhbb
must underdo severe trails ‘and tests -of thelrhuman will -
for survival, and who must  try.- to - ‘emerge.” out of the

tragic suffering through’ the strength of that same will.

- Granted that this human being is - an ‘exceptional .
. individual, -granted’ also’ that  the .breath of Ogun .
 steadily and. qtuetly\msplres his actions- [Aiyéré grants -

- "Ogun fpride of -place,". Sefson, 13]; nonetheless, the.

final resolutn.on is in the hands ~of human agents--the

i _34)

‘note.. the ".symbolic relationship -between Ofeyi's quest .for
Inylse and Orpheus descent mto the Undérmrld for Ek:rychce

‘_ .33 FemJ. (5soflsan "Anubis reéurgent chaos and poln.tlcal nsxon m '
e recent izterature,'.' Ch mdaba 2 (July]Dec 1976) 47,

.

| ?;Ariel’Dorﬁnan "Notes frcm ctule,'f Granta 11 (1984) 238

L _A;v_rt went out of prmt

Amebo s_The‘ Amn i "'cf-" ’

cr'f1 e kfad sold 8781 coples when

In addlt:.on to h:.s c;etentlon, Soymka has lost access to hJ.s"
.. audience through ‘government “censorship (w Lagosv'-

- University Press edlfion was banned) and harassment; e.g., an .
'-m_@ms_ perfomance was - cancelled at the. Natmnal Theatre
. in ‘Lagos)., ~See James Gibbs, -"Wole Soyim{a"' m
T g‘Ms__p 3 (1984a\back ccver, 42-44. ETRTEA

B 186 -";'i_x--' |

characters on stage who surround the protagonist and |
- influence his. actjons, the social énviromment which has
oo a ch.tJ.cal impact on the protagomst s psyche, and his = -
own " inner -strength which enables him  to survive or to °
succumb to - the r:l.gors of the traglc experlence (Kat.rak



A nc., 1968) 203 ‘his st;r.ess

’ ."

Robmt Fraser, Chapter 10 The poet and- war, 1966 70 "'in West
P oI y: A Cr1t1cal Hlstory (Cambndge at the
’ Umverslty Press, 1986): 269 . .

- . . _
5 Femi Osoflsarr, The Quallty of lmrt--A Survey of Recent
' ng ian Poe,try Partgme, ! gg p_e_34 7 (1974) 48.

fV inia: Coulon, "Onltsha Goes Natlmal N1ger1an ertlng in

*

- 187 -

Macmillan's Pacesetter. Ser:_l.es," Research in Afncan theratures

- 18,3 (Fall 1987) -304-19.

, Frantz Fanon," "Theéltfalls of Natlonal Consc:Lousness," 1n The
.V_Q:_etched of _.the by Fanon. - Trans. by Constapce.
‘Farringten. ‘Introd. Jean-Paul Sa_rtre (N,ew York Grove ‘Pres_s

-

8" Chidi ﬁfa "'The Ideologlcal Content of Soy:mcas ‘War

B wntmgs " 1_\; @ mes Review 29, 3 (Sept. 1986) 45.

-

o



Amebo LY. C_ e Hero's' Welccms" and "In ‘the Frimt Line," m Qﬁ Ll
Wives, .- almm and Jthe Dead, ; collacted by w:.llfrled s

Ltd ‘1983 pp 120-32 and 109-19 respectlvely. _i

' Cypnan Stmve"the Peace I.ondon Ibadan Nalrobl andf
Lusaka Hemenannli‘duc BooksLtd 1976 '

_ Ekwens1 Cyprlan D1v1ded We Sta% mugu E‘ourth DJ.mensmn Publ o e
¥ , 1980 | . 3 s

\,Mezu,SO Behind the Rising Sun. London, Ibad_an Nairobl and
-7 Lusaka: He:.nemannEduc BooksLtd 1971 T

"M_ezii,’_s'-'.;ﬁ.: Okechtﬂm "Poetry amf Revolutlon in Modern Afr:Lca "In. ‘
R i . E&. G. D. Killam. Iondon, S
- Ibadan and Nan.robl Hemanarm Educ Books Ltd 1973 s / i

toso, Ko?.e 'me Combat. * London,’ '_Ibadan : and Na:.rob:.
Hememann Edu¢ BOOkSLtd 1972 IR T

mle Season of M Walton-on-Thams &Jrrey 'manas -
f‘andSonsLtd 1980 OO Lo

‘Wole. The Man ' D' : notes of Uﬁo e
Hanmndsmrth PenguJ.nBooks Ltd., 1979 AN
inka, Wole, "Ten Years After "oIn tps @3 Dlg pp.sog 3 C

notes of Pble Soyin}g Iondon Arrow Books Ltd 1985 pp Lo
: vn—xxnl B a s : :

's_oymka.d(ble \dren and: Specialists. m..mss g;m Londcn
7T wetivien and Co. m:a,; 1984, pp. 22193. g
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