
You’re Not Like All the Other Birds: 
Individuality In Nest Architecture

Bird nests are essential for shelter and reproduction [1]

Nest building is both instinctive and experience-
dependant [2]

Nests are made using different materials, show variable 
morphology, and require different building techniques

Research Question: 

Do birds have individual nest-building styles?
Ø Length
Ø Material used

Introduction

8 pairs of zebra finches built 4-5 nests each using coconut 
fibre 

Standardized photos of each nest were measured for 
length (cm) using TPSdig software

Each nest was weighed to determine the total amount of 
material (grams)

Methodology
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Results

Figure 1. Front view photo of zebra finch nest, bar 
demonstrates measurement for maximum length

Results, cont.

Figure 4. Each colour represents one pair of zebra finches, 
each dot represents one nest. Significant correlation 
between nest length (cm) (x-axis) and material used (g)    
(y-axis) across all nests (R²= 0.60, t = 4.39 (df = 35), P < 
0.01)

Figure 2. Average amount of material used by 8 pairs of 
zebra finches to build nests. Error bars represent standard 
deviation. Significant difference in average amount of 
material used across bird pairs (F = 4.76 (df = 6), P < 0.01) 
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Figure 3. Average length of nests built by 8 pairs of zebra 
finches. Error bars represent  standard deviation. Significant 
difference in average length of nests across bird pairs (F = 
4.35 (df = 6), P < 0.01)

Birds that built longer nests used more material

Nests built by different birds varied in the length and the 
total amount of material used

These data support the prediction that birds do have 
individual building styles

Length of nest (cm) 
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