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This study consisted of an occupational analysis of sports-’
writers in Toronto, Canada. Observation along with formal interviews
were utilized to collect, the data. On-the-scene observation occurred
at the sportswriters' offices and at a sporting venue, and interviews
were conducted with 35 of the sportswriters.

General areas Qamineq' in the study were: - .

a) A general description" of the sportswriter;

b) The sportswritérs' perceptions of media impact;
L) The role and function of the .sportswriter;

d) The 'wrxtets personal views of sport;

e) The eth1ca1 standards of sportswrltmg in Toronto,
f) The content of the sports pages.:

.On the basis of the data provided, the followmg conclusmns
were reached. The average Sportswriter in Toronto has a post secondary
school education; makes over $20,000 per year; believes that the media
1nf1uence the pub11c mamtams that his function is to inform, enter-
tain and reflect has an mdeveloped philosophy of sport; follm@ only
- a personal €5de of eth1cs has an average writing ability; is looking
for leadershigfm hlS superlors and,’ believes that the content of the
sports pages “has not changed significantly over the yeaﬁ%*ﬁ; . |

Also, the field of sportswriting cannot be classlfied»as a
profession. There is no widely accepted trammg required to become a
sportswriter, no fonnai service ideal, no code of ethics and no profeS-
sional organi‘zation (other than in name only) that promotes the

autonomy of both the organiz‘ation and its individual members: -

iv
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\4; STA OF 'lHE PROBUN

L} ~

' Intyoduttion . ' N

. standards. Socio

&

’ ‘ - P
Sportswriters are employed by the newspaper indhsjry which

a business enterpr1se dominated by the profit mot1ve The

iting business purports to be recognized as a professwn \\f

ists generally agree that for an occupation to

be considered a profession, it should adhere to the following

standards :

of knowledge

1. The role requires a special
ired through

and theory which can only be a
a special form of training.

2. There are pRofessional training schools t]
reflect the knowledge base of the. profession
with high stéhdards of -admissioh.

3. There is a- dedlcatlon to the serv1ce ideal
by members of the profession.

4. There is a professional organization that
promotes the, autonomy of both the organization
and individual members. :

5. There is an established code ethics which
ensures that the professional behaviour is
directed toward the primary objective of the
clients' welfare. (Greenwood, 1957; Pavalko, 1971
Larson, 1977) ,

The degree to-which sportswriting as a component of the

-

journalism social system meets these standards affects the
Trespect-and prestige it receives from other professions and other

areas of journalism.
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~and thelr maﬁ‘lon a sinecd
newspape rmen (Sh?cu?\ 1970). Sportswriters are often dngated by

for former athletes raiher than true

other Joumahsts who claim- sportswnters work in the toy depart!\nent

of the newSpaper professmn (Crajg, 1971). They are-seen as idol \\

worshippers who ha_ve become, involved in sportswriti;r.tg\becaus

are able to enter sporting events free and can.mingle wﬁh\s\tar

athletes (Andelman, 1974). : ™ e
Their credibility has been attacked for varMs.i \

>~

They have no special trammg for their jbbs (Smith, 1976). On Iy

occasion, some writers. have sacrzflced their objectivity by accepfmg \\

gifts, free meals and liquor from the sport establishment (McFarlane, |

1955). Furthermore, as a group, they have been chided. for the

‘notable absence of social commenta®y in their wi'iting (Echvards,/1969). —~
It is one thing to be part of a professi'cln, it is another" .

" for a member ome be a 'professier;al'. The tem

'professi/en:i/l' has v'arious degrees of meanings. Webster‘(\ Dicti'onary

defines it as either,simply ‘being "one who engages in a pix:ncular

pursuit for financial gain or livelihood" or more profoundly "'one

with sufficient authority'or practicai experience in an area of

knowledge or endeavour. However, like all reputable journalists, the

sportswriter as. a professional is expected to perform the following

four functions; (1) inform, (Z) interpret, (3) guide or educate/‘&

(4) entertain (Bond, 1971:5). In addltlon, while fulfilling these

functions, he must act in accord with bccupa,t)onaL noms such as:

honesty, accuracy, fairmness, personal anei pro/fessimal integrity while

being independent from the client gro\xg,.fcfeamod, 1957).

&
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- way the professional perceives the organization that determines His

8 . v

-

_‘_ Some 1at1tude is allowed in any professmn Despxte a code
of eth1cs or an agreed upon set of nomms and values, there may be

room for individual interpretations.of situstions. In fact, it is the
action, not the organization itself. Social roles, horm, goals and
the reward and punishment system Q the organization may set conditions
and canseq%ces of action but they do not determine action. Therefore,
even if a code of ethics exxsts the hunan element will not guarantee

that sportswriters conform to the nomms that have been establfshed.

The Problem

Despite the high readership and the potential influence of
the sports section, little is known about the men and wamen who write
these pages. Utilizing observation techfiique and m-depth interviews,
the purpose of tﬁ/s study,was to do an occupational analysis of the

: ‘)ttswmter. As part of t]us analysls the author studied how sports-
. writers were tramed and educated how they perfpmed their roles and

the problems they encmmtered. In add1t1on, ‘the analysis mdlcafed
how the sportswriter's role impacted on.other relevant mterlockmg

"roles such as (a) his employer, (b) his competitors, (c) players and

owners, (d) newspaper readers. Finally, the study analyzed whether
or not sportswriting could formally be classified as a professlon

Justification of the Study

1. There has been little scholarly examination of profé‘ssimal;_

sportswriters in North America. What little information that does exist
has focused on the American scene. It is important to know more about
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2, Smce the sportswriters write dnly for a large alﬂiﬁ;‘hce -
that is 1nt'erested in the sub;y-nntter and partﬁip’nts of sport o -
they have the potential to exert an 1n£lumce‘ - This’ study will reflect ”5’ ¥
how responsibly they approach their role of fnfdhning the: ’p.thc |

h

3. This study sbould assist asmring sportswnter; to acqmre '
a better‘mderstandmg “of tﬁe fxeld and hopefully \ull assist current :
sportswnters in the perfomance of theu- Qccupanon

Limitations of the Studx e : o _‘ W P o

1. Although the sports joumahs} social sy"stem'h Toronto '

Jappears similar to those in othér large North Amerlcan nnes ft my
" not be the saﬁ‘: as in other centres . '

’

a\"

2. Sect1on D of the questmnnaire consxsted of’ o'paa-ended BRI

vque\sti'ons Interpretat’ions and tategonzatxon of"the W were -
-done by the author to pr’esej‘t .dominant mponses and tl\e stat1st&cs
presented should be mterpreted not in terms of prionty, but; daunant

NS

.l‘ "
- : .
. o PRV
PN .,&J . L

3. The author was not- able to assume the«roie pfva sports
‘Teporter, only to observe the role, due to: mtmtiaml fa;tors
4. The author was, able to spend four l"onths observmg and

...

mtememng the Sportswnters More time would have helped to provxde
a more penetrdtmg analys15 * '

Delimita.tions of"the-:smdy oL

v\_
Y e N

‘Ihe study was restricted to an mlys1s of the prof&smmal
sportsmter of the three da11y newsx:upers in Toronto, r } the

Y
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Globe and Mail, the Toronto Star and the Toronto Sun. These papers

employed a total of thirty-nine sportswriters which provided a satis-

)

factory sampie for the study. This city is also unique in that it is

only the second city in North America that has three daily newspapers

and one of ‘the few cities in North America that is a home base for

professional baseball, hockey, football and soccer.”

Definition of Terms

Beat Reporter:
Columist:

Editqr:

,Mass Media: ~

.Partihipant Observation:

Reporter:

- Running Copy:

Outline of the Study

F

A writer who is assigned by the sports
editor to cover a specific sport or

a specific team.

A writer whose. prime responsibility

is to offer opinion on given events
or personalities.

One who directs the publication of a
daily newspaper. ~

The use of technological means to
commmicate a message to a mass -of
people at a given point in time
(Casty, 1968).

A qualitative social science methodo-
logy by which the researcher interacts
with t%e'subjects fn the subjects’
environment during which data is £
systematically collected (McCall and
Simmons, 1969).

A writer whose prime responsibility

"is to report the facts of a given event.:

Copy prepared by the writer while the
game is in progress. At the end of
the game, an introduction and conclu-
sion are added to complete the article.

This chapter has outlined the purposes and rationale for this

study. Chapter II will consist of a review of the literature pertinent



to the field of sportswfiting. The foliowing topics will be treated
_in this Ehapter: a brief history of the sports page; an overview of.
the typical sports page content; an appraisal of the rimpact of the
sports page; the role of the sportswriter; and the factors that affect
his professionalism. The methods and procedures used in ;;his study

to gather data will be described in Chapter III. Chapter' IV will
consist of a presentation of the results. There will also be a
disfussion of these results, particularly as they relate to the lite-
rature on sportswriting. Finally, Chapter V will provide a sumary of
the study's highlights along with some specific conclusions. In
éddition, certain implications of the study will be explained with the
vie'w to making recomnendations which may assist sportswriters in

performing their jobs. .

-



CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

[N

History of the Sports Page

During ‘pre-Confederation days in Canada, the local sporting
and recreational activities of the early Canadian settlers were recorded
in both English and French newspapers of the times (Wise and Fisher,.

1974:301). For example, in 1789 the La Gazette du Québec carried

horse racing reSulté (Wise and Fisher, 1974:301), as well as other
activities such as curling, cricket, sailing, rowing and rifle shooting.
e Toward the mid to late nineteenth céntury, with the advent
of advanced printing and commmication methods, sporting and recreati-
onal activities were presented in specialized jourmals. The'SEirit

of the Times, published in 1831, was one of the earliest North Amgrican

sporting journals featuring horse racing and encouraging activity in
cricket and baseball (Cozens énd Stumpf, 1953:113). Other journals
developéd focusing on sports such as)boxing, baseball, hunting, fi;hing,
football and bicycling (Betts, 1953). In Canada, periodicals such as

The Canadian Cricket Field and The Athletic Life were published.

‘The public appeal of these sporting journals prompted other
general'magazineS/to carry séort articles and;_in order to increasé
~ circulation, newspapers also began to publish the results of local
sporfing events. Dr. William George Beers began writing about Lacrosse

for the Montreal Gazette in 1860 and is recognized by some historiéns

as Canada's first sportswriter (Vellathottam and Jones, 1974:36). With

¢
]



\
A\

'». the advent of the telegraph in 1870, ‘Newspapers were able to\publish

the results of sportmg events from across the country and abrgad

(Jones, 1970:5). By 1880, many Canadian papers were publishing\iports

&

.pews on a regular basis. The Globe in Toronto had the first well-
o’rganized sports page in 1883 (Wise and Fisher, 1974:305). The Globe .
also_intrdduced sports photography in the 1890's (Jdnes, 1970:6). |
By the turn of the centur;, most Canadian papers were covering\

sports on a daily Qasis.. The language used in the sportswriting was
very flowery and descriptive. ‘In the twenties and thirties (The
Goldeni Age of Sports), the format of the sports pages became stan-
dardized. Local, national and ihternational events were given coverage
with heavy‘emphavsis :or; American sports (Wise and Fisﬁer, 1974:301).
Since that time, the format of the sports pages has not changed
significantly. | .

- With the many sport heroes of the time (for example, Babe.Ruth,
Bill Tilden, Jack Dempsey were in their prune), the pﬁ)hc interest
in sport increased and the sports pages .prospered. In Canada durmg
n‘thig ,time period, many Canadian newspapers hired women to write full_,—
time eports. This coincided with the "Golden Age' of women sports:'/

In 1928, The Telegram (Toronto) made reporter

Phyllis Gri its first woman sports columist
to offset the work of Alexandrine Gibb who wrote
for the crosstown rival, The Star. The Montreal"
Star soon followed suit h1r1ng 1928 Olympic compe-
titor Myrtle Cook for the same purpose. Bobby
Rosenfeld, also a member of the successful 1928
Olympic squad signed on with The Globe (Toronto)
in 1933 and during the same decade Patricia Page
was assigned to cover women's sport, particularly ;
the exploits of the famed Edmonton.Grads, for the , ‘
Edmonton Jourmal (Macdonald 1978 8). .

With the advent of the electronic media, sportswriters were



N
forced to give more coverage to behind-the-scene stories and more

analytical coverage of the events themSelve;.“ Oﬁer the yéars, more

~ space has been given to the sports pages and larger staffs have been
hired. Today, in the newspapers, even magaiine type sports sections
are included. Despite the heavy competition from fﬂé electronic
media, the sports pages have survived and even flourished to the poiﬂk

where they are the third most read section in,Loday's papers (Lusty,

1976) . | S

The Content of the Sports Pages

©

One of the harsh realities of tﬁe sportswriting business is
the ‘constant pressure to meet deadlines. To save -.time, while Eoveringf
a game, many sportswriters try to write the main contéﬁt‘of¢the stdfy
while'the game is in progress_(i.e.'ruﬁning copy). Once thekeVenI,is
over, interviews are held with the players and coaches to obtain quotés<
that might enrich the article. A heading is then placed on the story,
which supposedly sumarizes the .action, and the stqry is sent in to
be ed;\gd and printed; There is not much time for reflection so the
quality\pf the .product will depend upon~;he abil;xies and experience

~.

of the wfiter (Lapin, 1977);} .
| The sportswriter's duties are assigned by the editor of the B

sports department. If the sportswriter is assigned to cover a 'beat', ..

daily stories are required on the teaﬁfbeing covgred. At tiﬁés, this

can be a difficult task as often Sﬁortswriters have to scratch to

find a worthwhile article. However,'thé sports editor make the'finai

choice and they decide what finally goes into the paper, photos and

overall layout included. Therefore, if there are some féults in the
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sports pages, ''a large share of it resides with the editor"'(Andelman,
1974:40). | -
— 'V“.it»apoear;}that ihéré‘éfé'$; eoohisticated measurements used
by editors or sportswriters to determine which events should be
covered. MacDougall (1941)_postulates that the deciding factor for
coverage should be based upon attendance. Smith indicates that, "...
personal contacts, phoge calls and letters" (1975:13) are relleg ;upon

and that, "... the end result is that the sports journalists rel® on
*

-their experience and instincts 1n_try1ng to predict what the public

wants'' (1975:14).
Nowadays, amateur sport is fighting to acquire more coverage

and ed1tors,are becoming more sympathetlc mainly because the quallty

i
v

and organization of amateur sport is increasing. However, 1n.the past,
it was this lack of organization and lack of soph1st1cat1on by amateur
sport that resulted in poor coverage

In support of this view is an unpubllshed report by Moscovitz

(1973) whlch revealed that many of the national sport organlzat1ons

- in Ottawa were uncooperative with the medla, did not inform them of

’ ,Y - ! 3 3 - \
.-#vents, and were unskilled in their press relations.

Goodwin, a CBC television sport executive,.stated,l".;. we
had to rid.ourselves of the thought that amateur sport was 'owed
coverage'"i(197l' 3). He compared the relationship'of the media with
amateur sport as a love affair when compared with the medla/pro sport
relatlonshlp 'which was based on a "mutual respect of rowdy equals able
to, reward or wreak havoc on each other at will" (1971:73). He ggested
that amateur sport be more organized, establlsh rea11st1c medla goals

and procedures to evaluate these goa}s.

10
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Levitt (1971), a Canadian.Press correspondent and Raymond

- (1971), a radio executiveﬁm;einforcedlthis.1ack.of\c090perationAand
organiiatien\between the media and amateur sport. ( Raymond stated that
amateur Spert often forgot about the radio as a medium to get publicity.
Now, ;t is a CBC radio sport policy that 60 percent of their coverage
must be dedicated toward amateur sport but the network often has great
'difficulty in trying to find enough content.

The topics that seem to receive the most coverage in the sports »
pages are profe551ona1 sports and sports where betting and money are
involved. A major content ana1y51s of the sports pages of thlrty
major'Canadlan newspapers done by Scanlon (1970) between May-August,

1969, gives some indication of where priorities were:

. 67.1 percent of the content centered on the five
major sports: baseball, horse racing, golf, football
and hockey.

86.9 percent of the content centered on the male
population-and only 5.5 percent on females.

two-thirds of the 1nfonmat10n reported was deVﬁfEd
to professional sport.

lﬁii K »j'ith (1975) in an analysis of the sports pages in Edmonton -

i,
By

% .. | TN

One of thennbst importantequalities that a‘sportswriter
requires in infornﬁng tgs public is-a good writing style. - Any news-
paper department, whether it be straight news, or sports, is always

looking for good writers who can write colourfully and who can bring

11



situatiéns alive. One of the major criticism of sports pages has been

_ directed toward the cliché infested, low quality writing, To be_fair,

there is both excellent and poor writing in the sports pages. The
literature on‘this.topic by Americans generally downgrades sportswriters

while the Europeans tend to praise them.

- Book reviewer Garnett of the late New York Herald Tribune,

commenting in Red Smith's book, The Press Box, states:

. most sportswriters suffer from hyperthyroid
congestion of objectives and are dope-fiends for
forced similes. They try to do jitterbugs with
words and have no change of pace (1976:8). s,

MacDougall states in his analysis of sports coverage, '... that it is

 the most horrendous set of gibbefish ever set before the eyes of the

reader'" (1972:471), while Shecter adds that it‘is "consistently bland
and hero-worshipful" presentéd in a "cliché-ridden writing style"
(1970:21). He maintains that sportswriting need be no different_than
other writing and could, in fact, be better. ’ /
A study conducted by Tannenbaum and Noah (1969) entitled:

"Sportugese: A Study of Sports Page Commmication" indirectly brings

-out this 'gibberish and cliché-ridden writing style'. It shows how

sports fans have been conditioned to understand the meaning of certain
verbs. For example, some verbs such as "wﬁumped" and ﬁwhipped" are
often ﬁsed fo indicate a win by a large point spread while others such
as ''galloped" or ''clawed" are used to denote a win by home teams that
pbssess names such as "Roughridérs" or 'Tigers" réépectively. The
study also indicated a high percentdge of slang verbs are often used in
sportswriting that aré not to be found in any dictionary:

McCattney (1938:38-54) lists a wide selection of alliterative
names across sport for teams and. sports personalities that have added
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colour to the sports page (e.g. Joe Louis -- The Bronx Bomber, 'Dizzy"
Dean, "Slammln” Sam Snead) » _

Because the sportswriter has a deadline to meet, sometimek
clarity and a polished literary product are difficult to produce. How-
ever, Ghose tries to place this ‘dilemma in perspective: |

Obviously a sports report is necessarily a
condensed and a very generalized account of what
took place but that does not mean that the quality
of writing should be downright wretched. It is
possible to convey one's meaning with a variety
of statements. Therefore, these reporters who
express their meaning with the most ready-made
phig@ses are guilty of neglecting their own craft;
they abuse the very values which they ought to
sustain (1974:65).

Sportswriting and drama are often mixed toéether. Gelfand feels
the writgr witnesses drama in every game he. covers and that the writer's
greatest task is to "make the reader feel this drama"‘(1969:4). Riess, :
a European writer is in agreement when he says that:

... sportswriting in its highest form is nothing
. other than the stylized representation of man
comparable in a way to the work of a Greek sculptor
of times long ago. It portrays man as he really
is only bigger than life size. He stands naked.
~For when is a man more naked than when he gives
} all, when he summons himself for the last and
L reatest effort (1958:76).

. Corum\ for many years one of America's top sports columists,

had similar feelings as noted in Gelfand's book, Modern Sportswriting:

...\ the struggle that we all have to face - life -
takes place in a single sports contest. ... The
sportswriter is in a position to catch this feeling
and its colour and to show it as it is ¢(1969:4).

McGonagle puts it more simply, '"... the writing should be colourful
and dramatic and perhaps, humourous too" (1975:95). ‘

Merchant claimed that writers of the past considered themselves
as 'drama critics and bards" (1976:vii) but really weren't good sports-



writers. But he wonders how things have changed with respect to lan-

guage and style: - - "‘ ot

Many of us, meanwhile, with our degrees in journalism

and our electnc typewnters have merely traded on;i

set of clichés for another, substltut pointless o

insincere quotes for our own perceptlon Q76 ivii).

Some excellent writmg has and is being seen in the_ sports

pages. The emphasis is on clear, crisp writing sprinkled with a little
humour. Educational background does not guarantee good writing and

although excellent wrlters are few and far between, monly way to

improve is by wr1t1ng and writing and wr1t1ng

The Impact of the Sports Pages

I

The ques? on often arises: Do the sports pages havé{ any impact
on the public? This is a point of considerable scholarly dispute. The
followmg section will consist of an examination of the research con-
ducted on the impact of the media generally, and the sports pages
specifically. . |

The tﬁeories on media impact generally agree that the media
| have -some potential to affect people's actions and attltudes but that
other variables and circumstances dictate the degree of this 1mpact
One prevalent theory on the influence of the media can be temmed the
'1984' theory, which states that the media is used to mampulate soaety
(Schram 1972:466). Another is the 'status quo’ theory, which states
that the nature of the mass media leads them to be conservative, to
oppose chang'e.‘rather than bring it about and to stay close to the status
quo even in matters of taste. It isr perceived that the "truth lies

somewhere between the 19847and the status que theories and probably a

14



bit closer to the latter" (Schramn 1972:466) namely, that the media

15

- tend toward reinforcing rather than mampulatmg T TR

Lazarsfeld and Merton are proponents of the 2é‘status quo theory.
They maintain that the media perﬁorm three major social fuictions:
'""1) the conferrmg of status on public 1ssues, persons, organizations
and soc1al i‘ﬂbvements 2) the enforcmg of social nomms, 3) the 1u111ng
of people into inaction by bombardmg them with ideas but not prompting
them té action” (1922:497-502). 'I'hey continue by saying that the

‘ ‘influence the media have stems:

qmot only from what is said; but more significantly,
from what is not said. ... Hence by leading toward
conformism and by providing little basis for a
critical appraisal, the commercial sponsored mass \
media indirectly but effectively restrain the
o cogent development of a genulnely cr1t1cal
‘ outlook (1972:503).

/
Katz and Lazarsfeld (1964) also malntam that the media provide mfor-

matlon but the manner in which this is accepted depends upon how '

«
¢

opinion leaders or experts within a group mterpret this information.
This is c1a551f1ed as the "two—step row of camnmlcatlon"

- There is scholarly support also for the 1984 Theory Lippman

feels that the mpressmn we have and the way we thmk are generated by

the medla He concludes that "pub11c oplmons must be orgamzed for
the press 1f they are to be_ sound, not by the press as is the case
today'" (1972:486). ‘

- Stein further states that: -

the media transmit the full gamut of the
cultural heritage and shower confimmations of
correctness upon it. ... The drive to imitate
the status, skill or intelligence of another
. My become so powerful as to carry with it -
parrotry of manners qmte extraneous to
consc1ousness of the stimulus (1970 352-4).

aaiean 55
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" when he says:

Aldrich also agrees that the impact of the media is very

..A.stror‘lg;\:,\(.She explains: ... .. .. .. ... T

.

- It changes our language, stimulates our emotions,

N _ informs our intellect, influences our ideas, values

and attitudes. ... The majority of material is
chosen or designed to produce a predetermined
. response (1975:5).

Other mass commmication experts discount these theories and
maintain that there are other variablés that directly affect the
manner or degree in ﬂnch the media themselves will mfluence the
individual. These vanables among others, consist of the mental and

social conditioning a person had undergone as a result of fmnlly,

L

school and church influences; group relationships; sex; age; and
occupation levels. |

‘Thus both the relative adequacy of the audiences.

4. © Social realities and the relative degree of

' audience dependency on media information resources
must be taken into account to explain and predict
the effects of media messages (Defleur and Rokeach,
1975: 278)

From a consumer's point of ‘view, readers teﬁd to read news-
" papers or magazines which they f1nd cater to their own tastes. Thus,

they decide what they want to be affected by. Edwards conflrms this

Public opinion studies have shown time and time
s again that people will not buy or read anything
: with which they disagree. We tend to read only
what reinforces our own attitudes. Newspaper
reporters, editors and publishers” are keenly
aware of this ‘tendency. They have to be. For
most newspapers operate to make money. Most do,
however, try to strike a happy mediug between

~service and profit. ... For no se;knt of the
mass medm, basically a capitalistic enterprise
is going to risk financial disaster for the sake -
of principle (1969:33).

Also rather than affecting issues that are deeply personal

16
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to 'us (e.g. religious beliefs), the media, if anything, might affect

peripheral ,isSue_s_such_asxhgt»élothes»-to—wear,A- what cars- to buy anda-- oo

so forth (Berelson, l196'§) . This is géﬂerally $0 because we do not

have estaﬁ?ished inbred opinions and attittxia\é"’gg the pex"aip}mral issues

to the same extent we do on deeply ﬁrmsl ones.,
Violence has been defined as 'the use af‘&mans or ac‘t\‘\ions )

which are hamful to the physical, psychic ox Mi?él integrity of others"

(BQmetf, 1971:7). Media research has a"lsolce‘ntered on the rsason for

violence in the media. " Three reasons seem to dominate. The first is a

matter of simp'lici:cy. Violence is a time saver, It is' not placed if%

the media to cater to the public taste but within a writer's limited

time and space, it‘is functional. Yiolence also provides variety and

possibly, some Vica%ious enjoyment. for thé reader (Geen, 1977). Whether

violence through the media directly affects behaviour has not been

scientifically affirmed but it appears again that other variables such

as social class and educational background affect how an individual

RN

reader reacts to the violence. - : |

‘If the media’ in general might affect the public m various
ways, it would ;seem natural that the sport media mght also have scme
impact. However, the impact, as prevmusly stated, wuld depend a '
great deal on dlaracterlstlcs of the audience (e g, etmcauon, economic
status). There are various views as to what mtp?ct: the sports pages
have on the public ranging from very minor to quite extensive. Cozens
and Stumpf state that the med13 ‘act as a mirror to sacwty and likewise
the sport media. To them, "the media will comtinuwe to show the ‘pride
and the prejudice, the weaknesses and strengths, the fads and fancies

.. " (1973:420). _‘Fisher agrees with this poihtv bu:t _does not accept

4
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ge fact the sport media will revolutionize sport: L

. First let me give short shrift to the media-as.- /Z .. . . .. ..
having much of a role in the future of sport. Its _
role has been and will be largely peripheral or

' only mildly influmtial on the course of Canadian
- sport; that is the elements of the media may be

mirror or gossip or promoter,or conduit of sporting s

matters; they are not catalysgic or critical or .

mterpretatxve Or persuasive any moralistic or

ideal sense (1973:154). . e

Fisher also feels that what is now:in plage in gport will be .
‘there in the year 2000 as it was 'in the 1880's mwinly beCause sports e °
functwnanes, including sports editors, are generally cons at1ve

in tﬂelr thmkmg and they have an obsession with the present Edwards

coricedes this pomt and does not expect change to occur-\(ery rapidly . -y

because sports editors "11ké”the news media’ they serve tend to be of |

‘conservative bent in social amd political matters" (1969:33). v A
Francis, similar to FisMer's argm':ent,ﬂ feels that the sports%,

.

pages are concerned with the present and are written for "immediate
respons‘e (i.e. Class 1 News)" (1967:714). Wolseley concurs as he : Q -
states, "It is also reasonable to think that people treat sports .purely . .'
as entertaimment and except for the adolescent and female hero-worshm{ers R
are not inclined to read m-depth about it" (1965: 267)

- Jack Dulmage, a Wmdsor (Ontario) sports ed1t,or, ‘summarizes

the prevailing thoughts on med:w effects when he states: \
Sport media might have an effect but other
influences such as. affluence, leisure time, \
the ajrplane, government will have more of : .
an effect and that, if any of the wedia will g

, _change thmgs it will be television (1973:173).
>
He does mamtam that telenslon has had an impact om sportswriting

itself since sportswriting has become more eritical and. penetrating )

™

(1973:175). . | &
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Smith (1974), in a study of sport media influence, discovered

that only 6.7 percent of a‘gkmp}ing of 164 persons felt that the mass

media influenced their opinions of sport while 59.1 percent felt that

" a person in their primary group influenced their attitudes, supporting

Katz and Lazarsfeld's position (1964).

Others feel that the sport media have a strong influence.
Berlin, for éxamplé, claims the content of the sports pages will cgntinue
to "influence the value we place on sport and athletics" (1973:170),
particularly, as it pertains to women's involvement in sport. This
implies that the léss coverage given .to women the less.inVleement in
sport and conforms with the general principle postulateéd by Lazarsfeld

that media influence is more significant''from what is not said" (1972:503).

(1972:503). This opin on is also supported by Smith (1976). Berlin
' (1973) further suggests that Jhe media need a more sophisticated evalua-

tion process to know what the public wants.
Péladeau (1970), a Québec—media entrepreneur, felt that the
amount of coverage the sport media gave to a sport could directly

affect attendance at the event. ‘He stated that. this was the case for

Junior Hockey in Québec. Some authors feel that an athlete's career

can be affected by what~is written in the sports pages. - Barnes contends
that "the 'sportswriter can make a good ball player into a star player

by cbncentrating so much ink on the guy that the fan predictably panders
to that individual" (1951:64);‘ Francis reinforces this view by stating,
"o thgt, if they chdose, sportswriters can Viftually destroy a person-
ality.:: by controlling what the féns learn of the ﬁersonalities"
(1967:718). - Andelman also would agree when he charges that sportswriters

did not reveal that Bobby Orr, the hockey player is "moody, profane,

p
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arroganﬁ and obtuse'' (1974:51).
On the larger scale, Francis contends that single press towns
can have a tremendous influence, that games can be badly reported and
. written, that information can be hidden and contrary pxints of view not
\ reborted or distorted, and that bad plays cah be ignored ér explaiﬁed o
- away. Closely associated with this thought, Comiskey, Beyat énd Zillman
(1977) state that the media do affect the %an not through the actions
on the field but by_the commentary presented. Events that in reality
are not*spectacula; are often stated or written to be spectacular and

this has a significant effect on the manner in which the fan or reader

4
translates the action.

-

The Role and Relationships of the Sportswriter

It'appears that sportswriters enter the field of journalism

for three major reasons (Smith, 1975:6):

1. They have a strong interest and background - K
. in sports.

.2. They appregiate the récognition that the
job brings.

g ¥

3. They inherit a degree of power by writing
' about a popular topic and about importan
people. : '
However, once in the job, sportswriters have a complex role to play in

the newspaper profession. '&his role is aptly described by Francis:

The sportswriter is not a simple social being.
He is a bundle of relationships which he must enter
and develop from time to time. He is a member of

" a workforce; he has a job to do. He meets people;
he writes about some. He addresses his comments to
some people. He likes some of those with whom he
interacts; he dislikes some. He is a social creature,

many faceted, with a highly complex system of motiva-:
tions as a result (1967:725). .

. , »
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The role of the sportswriter is similar to that of any other
writer in the paper. He has a responsibility to the public and should
write based upon. informed opinion. The more thoroughly that the writer

has prepared himself, the more responsibly he can infom the public.

dnd implies this when he states that writers should think about the

e field of sport and have at least analyzed and taken a

stand upon some of the folldwing issues:

amateurism vs professionalism

exaggerated publicity for scholastic stars
invasion of an athlete's private life
emphasis on winning

. .emphasis on blood and gore

participation vs spectator sports
sportsmanship and fair play ‘
the all-Canadian reporter

profanity ; .

public service (1969:596).

}OW\I.O\U'IAMNF—‘

=

" There are some editors in the business who'expeét that the beat reporters
reporf only the ?facts; and that if»any'opinion is required, a coluﬁnisg
will supply the follow-up. Their general dictum is, "Your job is to
report the sporting news, not to initiate a crusade" (Edwards, 1969).

However, the days are past when a reporter, particularly a sportswriter,

cannot inject an opinion with a fact because to deny this to the reporter

denies him the sociallresponsibility to interpret the event according
to the goals and values of society. This-philosophy is supporfed by the
famous Joseph Pulitzer (1904) and is suctinctly described by Hohenberg
‘when he says: | |
Wherever the joufnalist practises his profession,
with skill, courage, honesty, and resolute inde-
pendence, he is a primal force in any open society.

~ The greater his'f;eedam, the broader are his
’ ':r‘{;
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o
responsibilities. For by his very nature,
he becomes deeply involved in social change,
in the fundamentals of public service and the
struggie for progress toward a better life
(1978:12).
, Therefore, Pulitzer and Hohenberg believe the writer has a
social responsibility and the failure to meet this responsibiifty lowers
the sportswriter to Being an éutomafbn. ~The internal relationship
‘between the sportswriter and the sports establishment will be described
later. However, the qurtswriter also must interact ;ith other‘grgups‘ -
such as other writers and the public. | |
| »Sportswriters face constant pressure to censistently produce
quality articles. Daily they compete yith writers from other'papers
“covering the same beat. Neither the‘;riter nor the editor likes to be
"'scooped" on a story (Edwards,wl§73)._ Therefore, there is a standing
requirement for" the writer to be on“top of nhat is happening.
The sportswriter has'verygiitfle formal tontact wiﬁh'the '
public since rhere arelno forums available where the writer can
personally exehange ideas with the public. Smith (1978) maintains that
tﬂé public has expeetations from the sportswriter ranging from being
'kept infonned on what is occurring to being anvexpert.on'trivia,questiens:
He further states that at times the public expects the sportsWriter
to "serve an ombudsman role by exposing injnsricesvand raising contro-
.versial isshes" (1978:56); The sportswriter thongh has no formal means
" available for analyzing public interest. Despite this unstructured
approach,'the writer mist be responsive to what the public considers‘to
be news especially in order to ettract a large reading audience andvfo

satisfy the profit motive of his business. There is the opinion that

many fans do not appreciate seeing sports criticized. Dunning states
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thié ie go because the “sports pages provide some cpmfortable stability
in life amid the haraSSiné interruptibns and discontinuous transactions

- of daily experience (1971:52). EdWar&s offers hasicallylthe same reason
that "if sport is impugned, the fan is deprived of a eignificant vehicle
by which to sustain his ‘own life's struggles” (1973:250) . ‘But Edwérds
further.-states that this consequently places\the writer in a- precarlous
position "As a journalist he is bound by professional ethics to strive
for obJect1v1ty As a sports reporter, his role demands that he portray
" the act1v1t1es and 1nd1v1duals in sport as conformlng to the 1dea1

' values of soc1ety" (1973:260).

The sportswrlter thus has a demanding role whlch is 1nten51f1ed
by the many ‘groups with whom he must interact on a da11y basis. He must
be respon51ve to his employer, his competltor the players owners. and
promoters and the public. In- addltlon, he must inform the public res-
ponsibly and prepare himself by anal}zing ah&_taking,a poeition on .

many of the social issues pertaining to sport.

JournalisticvPrdféssidnalism and the Sports Pages

Since“the-earli beginnings of éportswriting; the profeeSionelism
of the sportswriter hae often come under scrutiny. To many critios, the
» sportSwriter has'not lived>up to his journalistic responsibilities. One
of the reasons for this according to Shecter, a former’ sportswrlter for e

the New York Post and former editor of 'Look' magazine, is that sports-

writers "'are constantly recruited on its lowest levels" (1970:11),‘they
possess ''intellectual pOVerty" (1970:11) and_furthermore'"sports depart-
ments are cramped more with sport buffs and not newspapernwn" (1970:45).

. In the newspaper business, because of the requirements to be .
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a reputable wrlter, it is rare to see a former top professional ath-

lete as a sportswriter. These individuals gravitate more to the

.electronic media. However, many sportswriters have been hired because

of their general background with sport and not their journalistic
abilities. Previous playing experience does not guarantee a good sports-
writer. Riess maintains that it takes a skill to write good sports

and that "'usually éx-yacks becau.se they are just.ex-jocks cannot do

justice to sport reporting" (1958 13)\ Ghose, in answer to the question

as to who makes ‘the best sportswrlter;;statesifrom experience that: .

It seems to me to be very nearly a general truth :
that these people who know about a game are its, ;
, worst reporters. ... Inside knowledge of the :
*  highest order has nothing to do with good.
reporting (1974 66). . i

.

AT

Although he concedes that sportswriters need a knowledge of the game,

Q mamtalns that:

... the balance lies somewhere in between and I
further suggest that given sufficient knowledge,
the pr1nc1p1e qualification a reporter needs -
is that he is a writer of some mer1t (1974:66).

IRl T OV RO

Cosell also speaks out strongly about ex-athletes belng granted

automatlc admission into the field of journalism:

What does the ex-athléte know about the who, what
when, where, how and why of a story -- the very
nuts and bolts of -journalism? How many stories :
has he been out on and had to investigate and ° ;
develop? What has been his training for this?’ ) v
How many people has he interviewed? Where has he
learned how to pursue an answer to a question and
develop an interview -- which in itself, is a form
of journalistic art? (1974: 215)

Thus; even a sportswriter's peers are very-critical'of those who
enter the profession on the sole basis of being a former athlete. They

- maintain that if the standards of the profession are to be highly regarded,

».
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recruitment must be based more on journalistic -abilities and less on
previous playing experience. |
Ariother ‘criticism leveled against the ‘sports:writer is the fact
that some have accepted gifts and favours from those people and- orga-'
nlzatlons about whom the sportswrlter was to be obJectlvely writing.
One former sports promoter, George Welss, stated in Shecter's The
Jocks, "To hell with newspapermen. You can buy them off with a steak"
(1970:29). This lack of principle and the bowing to the pressures _
of sports management and athletes have been considered to be unethical.
~ McFarlane (1955) also exposed how Sports promoter‘s‘ /in Montreal
obtained favourable publicity from the wri'ters. Some writere accepted -
free drinks, meals_, gifts, all-expense-paid trips, »jobs for writing
sport programs, money for sportswriters' "banquets, yarious house privi-
leges and even straight cash payoffs. McFarlané pointed out that:
these affairs are all de51gned to create
‘situations wherein generosity will be recognized
by the recipients. Therefore, the recipients
~will be under certain obligations to the donors
(1955: 82)
This 51tuat10n in Montréal was later substantiated by Ralph
Goldston a former Montréal Alouette football player who stated in

’

Barnes' book The P1ast1c Orgasm

He (Ted Workman former owner of the Montréal

Alouettes) had those guys in Montréal on a .
payroll every week, or every month or whenever. e
It was just like thelr regular JObS .to write

., 8ood stuff about the Alouettes. ' The Government

" of Canada knows it. And anyone connected with

football in Canada knows it (1971:60).

Smith (1976) in a study of Edmonton sportswriters found similar occur-
rences. Sportswriters were writing articles for sport programs, sport

broadcasters were serving as public address men at sporting events and

N
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Christmas gifts were being accepted.
Various reasons account for the writers' involvement in these

circumstances. Some try to get close to the sport promoter to acquire

more inside information. In the process though, they become hooked

because they begln to owe the promoter favourable publicity, particu-
larly for information that has been given "'off the record” (McFarlane,
1955). Other writers are Just lazy, unprincipled or weak while some
feel that they are underpald and will take anything extra.
' Cosell, of ABC televisibn in the United States, further substan-
tiates these views. He has found that, 'No more‘have ethics been a
problem than in the sports pages for some writers have had expenses oy
‘paid by teams and have on the 51de written promotional content for |
teams"' (1974 204). Allen, a former sportswr1ter in Tbronto described

in Andelman's Sports Fans of the World Un1te how Maple Leaf Gardens

management trled to control the writers: ' ' ~i-g

The only possible conclusion, said Allen, '"is that
they would like every Toronto sportswriter to
become a gibbering hybrid of tout, shill, drumbeater,
. robber-howler, referee baiter, seducer traducer
- prostitute, allbl-hurl messenger boy, hero: worshlpper
sandwich man, ticket seller and dupe (1974:50).

. Beddoes, a former sportswriter with the Toronto Globe and Mail,
reflected how Punch Imlach, former coach of the Toronto Maple Leaf .

Club tr1ed to keep the sportswrlters under '"his thumb''. If this coach

felt he had the sportswrlter, "he w111 glve you a news story when you -

” require one, tip you off to something that is happening. That is what | -

I consider a news favour. I consider that a form of payoff (1970:70).

Many other similar instances, mainly from the American scene - %

are-offered in the literature. For example, Francis maintains that the

| g
o . ’ , . '



sportswriter cannot succumb to this pressure, unless he wants to-become“
a huckster', but he must maintain a ''quasi-personal' relationship with
the actors within the sport. enV1ronment He states that when a writer
identifies too closely with the home team, he "..:es his objectivity

and when the team'loses on the field, he suffers from personal defeat"

(1967:720).

| Therefore, it appears ‘that to be a credible journalist, it is
a necessity to maintain an am's length away‘from_those about/whom one
is reporting. Th;;;vof course, 1is eaéier said than done, partjcularly
" when a sports reporter must closely relate to the people He is covering,
who consider him to be little more than a propgganda am of the program.
Andelman (1974) has no sympathy with this omission of criticism because

of the closeness of relationships. He points out that political writers

are in the same position yet they are able to maintain their objectivity.

However, Dickey qualifies this viewpoint with a dose of realism:

If film critic Pauline Kael pans -a movie or
criticizes an actor she does so with the
knowledge that she need not see anybddy she
had criticized. A sportswriter may have to
go to an athlete he has criticized for a
~story the next day. .Only a political writer
 has the same kind of problem, and his is eased
- by the fact that few politicians are in a .
position to scare him phy51ca11y The average
athlete has no trouble scaring the average
sportswriter (1974:88). .

tlmes been ridiculed by the sport establishment, barred from conducting

post game 1nterv1ews or even phy51ca11y threatened (Smith, 1974)
Cr1t1c1sm is also directed at sportswr1ters for their lack of

social consciousness. The world of the sportswriter has been'called

~ the "playpen' of journalism. Journalists and-sport sociologists have

Some sportswriters who have been critical and exposed wrongs, have some-
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felt the sportswrlter has abrogated hlswrdéuias Journa11st by avoislng
social issues. Edwards malntalns that sportswrlters are "1nsens1t1ve
to the magnitude and impact of the social problems that are festering
beneath their own noses"' (1969:32); They neglect to expose areas sﬁch
as racism‘and drug abuse that exist in sport. Shecter belieVes that’
sportswriters have a strong‘need to be in the presence of athietes thus
they carefully stay awayAfrom critical articles.’ Hefadds, ... there
is a strong possibility that the newspaper ‘needs the team more-than the
teain needs the newspaper' (1970:59).

' _Beddoes also maintains that sportewriters lack social resbonsi-
bility when he states: | |

' I think that people in sport generally are the

biggest squares I know. I think there is a -

~lack of sociological sense in my kind of people.
We don't come to grlps with issues

out31de'ef who won or lost. I do believe we
lack some relevance (1970:74) .

.Two other promlnent sports Journallsts reflect Beddoes' views,
yet prov1de different explanatlons for the phenomenon Cosell finds
that, in general, sportswrlters "'were neglectlng the great issues in
sports on the grounds that the fans,werevnot 1nterestedﬂ;(1974,204).

LY - . - : * . ) .
Whereas, Red Smith, renowned sports columist in‘New York, flatly claims
that many sportswriters are substandazd: ' '
| I'don't like to admit it but there are'as many
incompetents ... among sportswriters as among
' - doctors and grocers and shoe .salesmen. Some of
s them are childish, think the world is bounded
by the outfield fences Well, obviously, anyone
who thinks that way is not only a knothead with
a serious case of arrested development, but is
gonna be a lousy sportswriter too (Stein, 1978:63).

More recently, the image and stature.of the sportswriter has

lessened because of the immediacy of radio and television. Through these
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media, the public hears and isees-‘ firs"thand the happenings and results =
of sportmg events. Th'is has had a double effect on the sportswriter
The 1mportance agd s:,gmflcance of what he wrltes is now not as vital .
to the public as it once was. ‘Alsc') players and owners are no longer
giv_irrg' the sportswriter as much of their time because they gain more
expo_sure through other media, particularly television. '

. The professionalism of the sportswrlter has thus often come

under scrutlny The low recruitment standards and nonex1stent eth1ca1

standards of the past have been strongly criticized. Despite some of o @
J

these negative features of the sportswrltmg busmess though there are

-mdlcatlons that the field 1s Jmprovmg Douglas Flsher a Canadian

1 '-i‘ﬁm WY

political columist and co—author of the 1969 Canadlan Task Force Report

on Sport stated that ‘the quality of Sportswrltmg was quite good when

i L

compared to political writers: = ) S

I would say that the level of sports journalism,
particularly in the larger newspapers, is compa- -
‘'rable to the level of political journalism. _
Neither one is con51stent1y excellent but it 15 o
fair (1969:3). : S

One may questlon whether Fisher was compllmentary when he compared sports-.
;wrlters to p011t1ca1 wnters but he at least sees them as bemg equal,
,.whereas most cr1t1cs do not

The blggest change, however accordlng to Shaw has been

. the commg of sociology to .the sports pages
S and the concomitant shift of the sports pages away
from its traditional image as the toy department of

the daily newspaper - a sandbox peopled by the .
idiot children of journalism (1975:1). AR - B

Lar;_y Merchant-, a New York sportswriter, also feels that progress

is. being made and that:

. we are clmbmg out of the ooze. We are more ™ -



~willing -to confront-the social issues-and deal - -
with the psychological forces. .., We find that
truth is more interesting than fiction (1976:vii).

It appears that although'the sportswriter might not be perfect, .
he is gradually becoming more 'professional'. One of the reasons that

might account for this is that a formal educational 15ackground now ’
seems to be a pre-requisife foi:'the hiring of s'pox;tswritefs. McGohagle »
'suggest's that, "It's almost impossible to get a _gpbd sportswriting job

. j,'qithout' an eduCatioﬁ’-' ‘(1975 :95). He further sbtates that an all-round |
e_ducét‘ion is invaluable "sincé\sports relate in some ways to all areas

' “of' 1-ife. and  living" .'(1976:9‘6) . Ce;taih‘wfiters have done wé_ll with"

" little formal education but as Gelfand points;,\out the trend is toward _' ‘
. . ., N : . LY

more highly educated people. His reasoning is'as follows: -

To play his role more effectively, however,
~the sportswriter must understand the social A
- significance of his speciality and interpret ~
this significance ‘to his readers. He camnot - -
be simply a cheerleader in print, an 'old grad’
who never grew up, a writer blind to obvious
o shading of responsible conduct among players, _
e - coaches, managers and executives. If sports - .
: deserve the important place they occupy in -
- our society today, they should contribute to 4
the building of a desirable cultural tone. . o
“The writer.with a broad ‘educational background
is better prepared -to help sport contribute to
~ the national welfare while keeping a proper
perspective and helping his readers;or listeners
- to keep theirs. In short, he should be both a
specialist and a generalist (1969:5). | .

The overall stature of the sportswriter is changing because the
éﬁor;swriter's"approéch to the job is also ch.angin"g. This is reflected
by Shaw's perception of how sports pages are changing: - o

1. Where once the athlete was romanticized, P
glamorized, even mythified,-he is now ana~ = .. —
lyzed, criticized, even condemned. = .-

2. Where once a sporting event was generally
- treated as seriously as a holy crusade, now




sports are often dealt with lightly, humour- = .
ously, even sarcastical‘ifv\ssomf:xlly i

3. Where once a sports personality story rarely
included more than a superficial, sophomoric
account of the athlet€'s heroic. on-the-field
exploits and, .perhaps a brief mention of his
inevitably 'lovely wife' now such stories try
to probe the athlete's development as an,
individual, his relations with others (on and .
‘off the f1e1“d) and his attitude toward a whole
range of personal p011t1ca1 and psycholog1;:al
issues.

4. Where once the, sports pages contained some of
‘ worst writing in the newspapers, now -~ qn any
given day - the best piece of pure writing in
some very good newspapers might well be found

on the sports pages.

S. Where once most sportswriters functioned as syco-
phantlc 'housemen' cheering on the local team in
print, most sportswriters now have achieved a
level of professional detachment, in print at
least, and the Tooter is a dwindling breed
(Shaw, 1975). ,
The sportswriters now appe'ar:to be reflecting a broader scope
and assuming a social‘ perspective representative of the role. This
.progress is dve in part to better people being attracted to qle f1e1d
the stronger competltlve nature of the business and no doubt’ the criti-
cism that. has been mJected from both within and ocutside the sports~
writers social syStexn. More: expermentatlon_ is now begmn:mg to.oceur

1n the field, 't}io_ugh‘ this is by noméans widespread, and writers and

‘their newspapers are backi'ng away from the close attachments previouslym

held w1th the sport establishment, = - ‘ by

- Summary
This chapter prov1ded a synops1s of the llteratm'e written on

'sportswntmg A brief h15tory of the developnent of the sports page

was outlined. It was seen that the advent of the electronic media, radio

and television, prompted sportswriters to be more analytical and to

3
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prov1de nore behind-the-scene insights into the sporting activities.
'An analysis of the content of the' sports page emphasized a coverage of
professional sp‘orts. Amateur sport was not giﬁn as much space, one

of the main reasons appéaring to be the poor public reldation abilities

of the amateur organizers. An example was also given of some of the
descriptiv'e language in the sports page. It was further seen that
educati’cmal background woxild not guarantee a person being a good writer,
only constant wfiting would assist in developing this ability. The

.impact of -the media, both generally and sport specific, was analyzed

and theories of media 'impact were presented. It w’és ;een that the media

’hav‘e the potential to affect attitudes and behaviour, however, the degree

o‘f the impact depended q)on multiple variables. - The role and relation-
ships of ;he sportswriter were ‘seen not to be as simple as one might
perceive. The sportswriter was seen to have a complex rol'e' to play as

on a daily basis he-was required to interact with many groups of indi-
viduals ‘"eachAha'ving different expectations of the writer. Finally, thé
professionalism of the sportswriter was discussed in detail. The recx:uit-
ment 'and ethical standards of the sportswriters in the past were seen to

be substandar However, a more recent analysis Suggested .that the$e |
fau1t§ were genetally being rectified and that the sportswriter was
assuming a more responsible position in fig%d of journalism. Irik/the'
ngx.t chapter, a review of the methods and p;'ocedures used in this study

~ will be outlined.
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CHAPTER 111

¢ METHODS AND PROCEDURES

hY

Discussion of Participant Observation Technique

Pare}cipant'observation technique in its pure form was not
used in thi;‘study since the author was unable to assume the actual
role of a spoftswriter. However, since elements of the technique were
used, a discussion is warraoted; Participant observation is a social
science methodology which is qualitafive in nature ond is used in
social seftings and relationships where it is assumed that in order

to best understand these settlngs and relationships, the researcher

»

‘should immerse hlmself with others in that social environment (Bogdan,

1972:3). Its most common usage as a research methodology is to gene-

rate theory and to study social change. Participant observatlon is

not a single method but a“gtﬁle of combining several methods toward

e [ '
a common goal. The method may include: direct observation, interview-

ing, questionnaires, document analysis and direct participation (Bollens

and Marshall, 1973).‘ Previous participant observation studies conduc-

“ted by Whyte (1955)-and Tompkins (1969) were used as guides in the

1mp1ementat10n of this study. In the role of participant observer,
the researcher resembles a newspaper'reporter who must observe, ask
questions apd report in order to perform his job properly.

Dean, Eichorn and Dean cutline the advantages -and disadvantages

| of participant observation (1969:20-21). The advantages are that



it provides an opportunity to acquire richer, more descriptive data

which is sometimes sacrificéd in quantitative research. Reports that

are written should contain many quotations to convey the feeling of the

situation to make the report more human and td give evidence that things

are truly the way one is reporting them.

The major advantage of partici-

pant observation is that since it is an unstructured approach, changes

can be made in the direction of the study as more pertinent information

is available and therefore, sampling procedures can have a snowballing

effect.

The- limitations of the technique are that the accumulation of

written data does not 1§nd itself well to statistical analysis. There

might also be a tendency for the observer to go 'native' or to empathize

too strongly with the individuals being. observed, thus distorting the

objectivity of the report. There is also a time limitation involved

with the prbcedure, since long pegiods may be necessary to observe all

‘facets of the organization and even then certain activities may never be

accessible. Finally, the mere presence of an observer may affect the

group from acting in a. normal manner.

One of the major problems that can arise in using thls technique

.1s know1ng whether the people being 1nterv1ewed are telling the truth.

Dean and Whyte suggest that the observer;can never know whether people

are telling the truth, but suggest that a more important questibn is:t

'"What do the informants' statements reveal about their feelings and

perceptions and what inferences can be made from them and about the

actual environments or events he has experienced?”A(1969:114). Zelditch .

1
!

states that although everyone says ''yes' does not reed to presume that

. : _ 3
the rule is obeyed. ... But we may actually begin to believe that we
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have found an iﬁ;titutionalizéd nofm”wg%969£3).
c Ethical questions arise in the usé.6?$the tgéhnique. Should
the observer reveal to the group the real purposes offﬁiﬁ*prgsgnce

or éxplain only general details? It is maintainéd that in ofderifBr
the study to be valid and to achieve its purposes, that at times, the - SN

° ‘
whole truth cannot be revealed (Ralnwater and Plttman 1969).

Instrumentation .

“The specific methodology used in thlS study consisted of the

o

follow1ng

1. Direcf observation of the writer(s) on thé jobf

Over the time period of the study, April 1, 1977 to July, 1977,
‘the author observed the participants in their work environment both in
their offices and at a sporting venue. Dat; was cbllected and recorded.
Oh two days, the author attendedvprofessional baSeball'gémes in the -
press box with a Globe and Mail baseball writer and had the opportunity z
- to observe writers from the other two newspapers.
| The observation of the writers occurred as féllqws:

At all three newspapers, the author was welcome to
‘roam, to talk to reporters and read and collect
articles.

While in the company of the writers, the author
listened to conversations between the writers
themselves and on occasion between the writer
and the editor. Afterwards, at the author's
residerice, the discussions were recorded. ‘ ‘ ;
During informal discussions held with the writers ' ¥
in their office, notes were taken while the ' -

" writer responded to a partlcular questlon posed
by the author.

Obsérvations were not recorded when the writers
were either writing their articles or assisting
in editing copy. ‘ o

Topics of discussion.held w1th the public on the




telephone, or discussions with members of the sport

establishment on the telephone were recorded. Also,-

the times when the writers were reading the articles
' from the competitor's page were recorded ' R

When on-the-scene observation occurred, the results
were sumarized afterwards at the author's residence.

2. -Interviews: .

Two types of interviews uere conducted One consisted of casual
discussion with the writers during their daily routines. These comments
were later recorded either after the discussion within the work envi-
ronment or immediately after tne author 1eft the work-environment.
The second type of\interview’was'longer and more”structured as it was
baSed on a standardized questionnaire. '

3. Questionnaire:
A questionnaire was developed which sought information relating

to the follow1ng categories

a) a general description of thefsportswriter;

b) the sportswriters' perceptions of media impact;
‘c) the role-and function of the sportswriter

d) the writer's personal views of sport;

e)‘ the ethical standards. of sportswr1t1ng in
Toronto; ’

f) the content of the sports pages.
. The questions were de51gned to give both open-ended responses
and responses based upon multiple—choice selections Questions on the
same theme'were repeated 1nvd1f£erent sectlons of the questionnaire
to see if there wasla consistency in.responses. Each interview lasted
approximately two hours and responses were recorded by hand. All

questions pertained to the Toronto sports media only.



Selectlon of Questlons

1. A general descrlptlon of the sportswriter:

Questions in- this sectlon centered on personal attrlbutes of o
the sportswrlter such as age and educational background and the- h
athletlc and writing quallflcatlons that the writer brought to the job..

2. "The sportswriters' perceptions of media impact:

It was important to see if the sportswriters themselves had
studied or hadvgiven consideration to the impact of the media on the
public.  They nere asked specific quéStiens on the possible impaet of
the sports:pages on the public. o

. The role and function of the sportswriter:

The 11terature out11ned what the role of a newspaper writer
should be Questlons were asked to dlscover what the sportswriter 1
felt his role was and to see 1f these views were consmter‘nth the .

‘11terature. : L T °

4. The writer's personal views of eport:

Since the writer wanWTitingvabout sport, it was necessary‘te.'
see the background knowledge he had and the pnilosophica}.perspective,
of sport be1ng brought to the JOb “ |

S. 'The ethlcal standards of sportswrltlng in Toronto

" A great deal of the_literature was critical of the ethical
standards of sportswriters in general. Questionezwere asked to probe
the personal feelings of the writers about their relationships with

the sport establishment..

6. The content of the sports pages: Zﬁéﬁv

Questions were asked to discover what content was presented

;and why this content was given emphasis on the sports pages?

B amaan e a L t e
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The .respondents were selecpedffrqm all the sports departments
of the three Toronto daiiy~newspaners A list of all the respondents
was acquired and attempts were made to 1nterv1ew all the sportswrlters
in order to test-the entire sample. One subJect from the Globe and
v Mail responded to the questiennaire via mail. Also, represented in
the sample are the sports ediﬁors of each neWspapef and all columnists
‘except one. The managing editor of the Globe and Mail'was‘élsp,inﬁer- ,

viewed.

Prbcedure

‘1; A pre-test Was done on the questlonnalre with a sportswrlter '
-from ‘the London Free Press and a sports announcer at Radio Station CFRB
'1n Torontof The questionnaire was subsequently modified prlor to meetlng
with the respondents. | 2 |

2.. Prior to obserV1ng or interviewing any- of the wrlters a "
letter was fbrwarded to the sports editor of each newspaper exp1a1n1ng |
the purpose of this study and requesting perm1551on.to interview members
of his staff (Appendlx.A) 1 : , - . |

3. Once permission was granted 1nterv1ews werelarranged
During the introduction.to each writer, the general. purpose of the study

was explained. The interviews were conducted either at the office ef

each sportswriter or at the office of the author. » : .
- 1 A . .

AnaIY51s of Data ' - . - - .

- 1. For each of the open-ended questions, a' series of domlnant

responses was identified by the author. This was doné by an initial

enalysis of the @nswefs to each question and a subsequent identification
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of the dominant responses. The author then went th&ough each question
a second time and cétegorizéd the first response:to each quesfiog under
'the‘appropriate main category. In ordef to Verify éccuracy of the cate-
gorization, the-authéf went th;ough each question a third time.

2. Eaéh of the questions were‘analyzedvaccording to the follow-
ing variables: a) all variables grouped;:b) employer, c) age; d) educa-:
tional Background, e) work experience, fﬁ hewspaper experience, g):past
athletic experience. vFreQUency distributions wefe.done for‘each‘question.
A complex s;atistical,ana1y$is.6f the data was not carried out primariiy'
.betause Ehé methbds used in the.sfudedid ndt'léﬁd themselves well for -
this tyﬁé bf quantifi;ation. .Rathefbtﬁrough obéervation Qf5and giscué— -
véion with the participahts, data was éollected which deécfibed fhe
environmentvénd attempted t0're§iec;Ath¢ huﬁaﬁ dYHamics_of the situation.

3. Data colleétedifrom_observatioh periods was recorded, later
_'reviewéd,‘and inciuded in the résui;s and discuSsion chapté; where

applicable. - ‘ ' ‘~*\”fi;'*.’ e | 3 . . ,/

| ': -This'chaptef hasoutlined the methods:éhd procedures used in the
implé@éﬁtation §f th%s'study.: There was diféct:onrthe—job observation
'Qf the sampie‘over éhfbur-month‘time period as well as‘in-depth inter-
| viewing and the collection §f secondary,dpcqmentéﬁpertaining.toAthe_
.'occupation."Ih fhe next chapter, the fésults of theAstudy will be-

documented along with a discussion of these results.



CHAPTER IV
-~ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION -
CRESULTS ~ - ;

=]

A General Description of the Sportswriters in Toronto

[\

This section“deals with'anianalysis of the'backgroﬁnd of
Toronto sportswrlters Variables such as age, educational background,
work’ exper1ence end*;o*;orth were conS1dered ‘The major purpose for
asklng4these quest1ons was to acquire a profile of the sportswriters
~ and an understanding of the type¥of qualifications theyhbrought-to
Ctheir job: |

Table I indicates the number of sportswriters Tepresented ln
- the survey Approx1mate1y 60 percent of all wr1terj|1n Toronto are

employed by the Globe and Mail, W1th.the Star and Sun each employlng

' approxlmately 20 percent of the sportswrlters

The sportswr1ters in Toronto are given various a551gnments by B VAR

. "‘/’». * .‘ p
Ry

the management of the three newspapers as shown in Table II1. As PRRRRE ;a

required, a ‘team of wrlters assists in the coverage of the 1mportant ﬁf;};'~J?"

"events and most wrlters although spec1a1121ng in one sport cover .

other sports 1n the off-season _ . )
.A The ages of the sportswriters ranged from 20 to over 60 years

+ of age (Table III) _ One newspaper, the Globe and Ma11 employed all

-pthe writers between the 20 24 years of age range. ~

Table IV out11nes the educational background of the sports

writers. Approxlmately 80 percent ‘of the sportswr1ters had some form

40



TABLE I

Spdftswriters Represented in the Sample

" NEWSPAPER - NO. 3
1. ' Globe and Mail’ 20 of 22 57.1
2. Star © 8 of 11 22,9
3. S . 7ofis 20.0
,“
/ -

7
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Amateur Sports

&
|
TABLE IT
Staff Assignmeﬁts
"TOPIC GLOBE AND MAIL . _STAR SUN
Baseball x (2 full-time) X X
Curling _ T
C.F.L. Football x (2 full-time) - x X
Golf x ' ‘
Hockey X X X
Racing-Car X X
- Racing-Harness . .
and -
- Thoroughbred x (2 full-time) X .
~ Skiing i x y X
Soccer _ X X . g
Coliege Sports " X - D _
~ Colum x'(2 full-time)  x (2 full-time)  «x
Fitness x S
Outdoor Sports x , _
X x (1 full-time) X




- Age of the Sporﬁswrite‘rs in Toronto

[

b

TABLE III

AGE RANGE

and,

R
1. 20-24 4 S 11.8°
2. 25-34 10 29.4
3. 35-00 12 35.3

4. 45-59 5 14.7
5. 60 and over ‘ 3 A 3.8
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‘,.' of post secondary school education.. There was a tendency for the
- Toronto Star to employ graduates who. had a Journallsm diploma from
~ Ryerson Polytec}mlcal_.Instltute.v Sixty~two percent of those 1nterv1ewed

“from the Star graduated from Ryerson as compared. to only 26 percent: from

the Globe and Mail and 16.6 percent from the Sun. Although the Globe

'and Mall and the Sun employed writers from various educational back—
‘.5ground§ they both had a hlgher number of unlver51ty graduates 36 8

percent and 71 percent respectlvely, ‘than did ‘the Toronto Star, 12 percent.

The ma;yorrty of sportswnters mtervmewed had been . mvolved in

sportswrltlng for over 10 years This is dep1cted~1n Table V.. The

B Toronto Star had no. wrlters mth less than.five years of ‘experience, with -

62.5 percent of those interviewed having over 10 years experience. One

quarter of those interviewed at the Globe and Mail had less than five

.. years experience f : 7

The prev1ous employment record of the Toronto Sportswnters is
shown in Table VIi. 'I‘he Toronto Star was the only paper in the sample to

have hired sportswrlters who had prevmus Metro wr1tmg expenence either

- in sport or news. The Globe and Mail was the only paper to have hired - -

-full-tlme persons’ dlrectly from un1vers1ty although these persons had

been wr1tmg part- tlme for the' Globe while attendmg school
The sportswrlters were asked about their past mvolvement in

athletics because it was con51dered that those wnters who had pre\rlous

athletlc expenence would have more empathy with the athletes about whom

they were reportmg Table VII . shows that the large majority of sports- .

wrlters “interviewed had part1c1pated either recreatmnally or competl-‘,

‘rience (9.3 percent) were employed »by the Globe and Mail. Only one ‘
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'tlvely as an athlete. The mmonty who did not have past athlet1c expe~
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TABLE IV
/ v . -
Educational Background of the Sportswriters ”

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT -~ No.
4 » - y
‘Commmity College T | - 29.4
(Journalism Diploma) } : '
University Degree | - , 4 :
- (Other) ‘ v B [ 29.4
Secondary School - A B 120.6
University Degree - S
(Journalism) . .- - = 4 11.8
3 s ) ' . . s
University Degree - - : .
~ (Partial) - A 3 ‘ - 8.8
1.

‘e
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TABLE V

ot

{
[

o

Sportswriting Experience df the Writers

L

- Bm el s

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE NO. 1
1. 04 6 17.6
2. 59 1 v 32.4

..1
3. 10 and over 17 - 50.0

i
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TABLE VI

Previous Employment

Small Paper Sports

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT NO. .
. Metro Paper Sports ‘ 12 40.0
2. Metfo Paper News 11 36.7 .
3. Small Paper News 3 10.0
4. College/University 2 6.'7
5. 2 6.7
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TABLE VII

Previous Athletic Experiences of the Sportswriters

w

«

- ATHLETIC EXPERIENCE

. -Géneral and High School

Univérsity (Varsity)
None h

Professional

62.5

25.0
9.3

3.2
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person had professional sport experience both as a football player
and a wrestler. However, this person also had a Bachelor of Arts degree
in English and had experience as a news, polrce and features reporter
prior to accumulating 18 years in newspaper sportswriting. At the
time of the study, he was assistant sport editor of the paper and has
since been promoted to Executive Editor. of the newspaper s sister paper
in Edmonton, Alberta.

Régardless of their employer, age or e.ducafional background,
the .large majority of writers considered that they were hired because of
their previous ‘work experience, either in sports or news, and because
‘they were good writers (Table VIII). A very small minority of the
s,porfswriters felt that their educational backgromd"was a factor-in
being hired. ‘

Table IX displays the varlous ways the Toronto sp0rtswr1ters
felt a person could prepare for a JOb in sportswrltlng The m%_forlty
of writers intervieied considered it to be Very important to have a
well-rounded educational background which encompassed many subject areas
such as soc1ology, psychology,. business, economics, law and so forth.
A Phy51ca1 Educatlon degree was felt to be helpful but not necess;r; ) A';j“" -
Of those wr1ters who had only high school education, the majority (75
percent) also considered hav1ng a broad educational backg\round to be
very important.A Another se;ment of the sample considered a geﬁ al
' reporting backgro@d to be most important becaﬁse it enabled on:\o
acquire experience in writing, asking questions and getting the, r‘aefs
straight.” The overall reactions of the writers'"to'tﬁis question varied.
One writer felt that a strong educatzonal bac-kg"ﬁmd was important

because:



\ I4
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= . TABLE VIII

-

Sportswriters' Percepfions .of Why T}iey Were Hired

QUALIFICATIONS )
1. Expe;ience/ . ‘“ C"}fls. 50.0
2. Good writer 7 23.3
3 Desk experience 3 10.0
4. Educational background 2 A 6.7
5. No special reason 2 6.7
6. Coﬁld ask good questions 1 3.3
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TABLE IX

Avenues of Preparation for a Spoftswriting Career

PREPARATION METHODS

Educational background

General reporting
background

Writing experience

.Khowledge and interest
in sports

Journalism course

Be prepared to start at

the bottom
Athletic background

35.3
23.5

14.7

: 8.8

8.8

5.9

2.9
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. All the good sportswriters have an-education. A

. good journalist should be able to cover everything.
You want him to know more than just a jockstrap.

- You need a broad general-education so you can go
beyond and say something about. the human condition.
Take subjects such as English, History, Psychology,
Economics and So;iology.

Anotﬁer reason for an advanced éducation was because sport haa

'becomevmqre demanding'.- The business- aspects of sport were becoming
‘. more prominent, legal proceeding%.wefe in' the news more and human
kinterést stories were beginningmto‘take on a major emphasis requiring
a social, psychological perspectivefé‘ _

Some writers did nqt‘glape a strong emphaéis on education even
though ;hey did have some form of post seta%dary”school education them-
selves;' They considered practical.experiénée'to be mpfe important.
Although man?'felt that‘past athletic expéfienée was helbful, the majo-
‘rity agreed that'ét least an interest in sport was essential. They felt
that Qriters that did not‘héve this interest were not comhitted to the
job énd sﬁbsequentiy left sportswriting very early. On the other hand,
three writers considered it to be beneficial if the sportswriter did
‘not havé sports backgrqﬁnd. - These writers, they said, tended to be/moré
oQiictiYe. However, it sﬂ@uld be'statéd that the writers who had this
opiniqn,>Who themsélves_were good wrifets,but did not have the 'interest'
as stated-earlier, lasted only a few years in 5portswriting:

The qﬁestion of salary was raised since it was consideréd that
low salaries may account for some of the unethicai practices outlined.

-2

e by'McFarlane (1955). .
The sportswriters wefe candid in answefing this question
*%CTable”X). The salaries received appeared to be quite rea;onable. For
example, all sportswriters at-the Toronto Star were making more.thanvv

,
- . (WS

- e -

*

©
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- $20,000 a year.\§§The' spo.rtswriters in Toront'o based upon years of

' experlence and ability, have the potent1a1 to make within the range »

of $40 50 000 per year from their papers ’ They are also pald for

‘overtime work and can make extra money - 1n contract work (e. g radlo
“programs). All sportswriters in Toronto also belong to a gu11d or union

"and are classified by experience. They have the same classifieation

: scale as other writers in other departments.

Thete is no set manner for a sportsvvrigr to be upwardly mobile

in sportswriting'.  If a person is a good writetr and is lucky, he can

~ proceed very quickly to being a ¢olumist which is the highest writing

position to have. In general terms, a person progresses as follows : he

writes part-time_for the paper ,(students can work for the paper in the

's'umpertime..or while in school); he works full-time but is given a ""grab
" bag" of assignments, mainly the 1n51gn1f1cant ones, such as a Karate
'meet, if he has proven hlmself as a capable writer who can do 'z ‘an a551gn—

ment and if there is an opening, he is given a regular beat ‘to cover;

if he has proven hlmself and there is an openlng, he is given a column ’

to write' full-time, |
To say Journallsts ‘use sportswrltmg as a steppmg stone to other

jobs in the joumalism field would not be a totally ac,curate statement.

It does happen occasmnally Some of those who have moved on occupy the

. following occupat:.ons two are political columists for the same paper

one writes a daily city c_olwm for the same paper; two writers moved
across town to‘other paper3 to vvrite city articles; one became an execu-
tive editor for his paper;}one became a players " agent; another has
become a pol1ti‘ca1 speech writer. However, two well-known writers took

a sabbatical from sportswriting to wr1te colums, in other sections of



TABLE X
Salary Scale of Toronto Sportswriters
A f — ’ , .
R 'SALARY RANGE ~ NO. . - $
N o : ‘ ' o
N o ‘ - o ;
_\\ \\}ff%‘ 1. $10-15,000 - . 3 9.4
\ﬁw&/ " 2. $16-20,000 o9 28.1
;N 3. over $20,000 20 . e
3 /'



'aiihome, they are in the office every day. Writers at the Toronto Star

55

the'newspaper but teturned to write sports because‘of the writing flexi-
bilit; and their interest in sport. /

B Sportswfiters work riixed Fours dué to the travel and the varied
schedule of sports events. . There is a_gre%t‘deal of weekend work invol-
ved but they are given two -days off a week, these two days generally -
never being the same. Columists and those writers who have a 'beat' =
to cover are generally left'on’their own to do their work. Thevsports

editors, however, produce a weekly assignment schedule to ensure. that

all -upcoming events worthy of attention are covered. When writers are

are there in the morning from approximately 9.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon
writing articles or speaking on the phone to clients. The writers at
the morning papers “the Globe aod Mail and the Sun; generally enter the
office at approx1mately 1.00 p.m. to do any work requ1red and then head
out to cover their beat work later in the day

' A person who covers a 'beat' concentrates his whole t1me on
coverlng the act1v1ty of the a551gned team. It appears that 'no spec1a1
knowledge of the sport is a pre~requ151te for a person to be a551gned
a beat. If a person hae proven»wrltlng ability and the opportunity for

a beat is there, the person‘is giVen the beat. Some editors and writers

feel that it jis 1mportant not to give a beat to a person who is

1ngra1ned in the sport since the unfamiliar person may write better for
the general public. He may make some tactical errors at first but it
is felt a person "has to start somewhere'. |

An example of a schedule fpr a 'beat’ sportswrlter is outllned
It is that of a writer coverlng the professional football' team the

Toronto Argonauts.

e



- TIME

1. Day of the Game

2. Day After the Game :

3. The Second and Third

Days After the Game:

-4.. Two Days Before the

Next Game:

[}

5. The Day Before the
.Game: -

56

A game in Toronto is scheduled

at 8.00 p.m. The.writer arrives

at the stadium at 6.00 p.m. He

is on the field with the players,

gets some quotes. He is presented
with the rosters. A light meal is
provided by the home team. After ~
the game, he goes to the locker

room and questions the players and
coaches on the game. His story is

" then filed for the paper the next

day.

Generally, he calls the coach to
inquire about any injuries to the
players and to find out if there
was anything revealing on the films.

He wpites feature stories possibly
on a player who had a good game or
on some. other aspect of the team.

; .

The writer thinks of the game coming

.up. He talks to the players and °

coaches of both teams about the \\\
upcoming game.

-There is usually a press conference

lzild by the two opposing coaches and
is is covered.

Whether a writer is working a beat or writing a colum, daily

deadlines must be met.

Sportswriters have some of. the toughest deadlines

‘especially when teams are 'p1_aying away, across,different time zones. One

feature writer who brought; an outsider's look to sport, commerited on the

deadlines, "In covering sports yoxi have to fight fierce deadlines. It's

good training for other deparmlenfs." The deadlines, however, are hardest

- on the writers who write for the mornmg newspapers Outlined in Table XI

are the deadllnes for the three Toronto newspapers. ﬂ will be seen later,

these deadlines place a great deal of pressure on the sportswrlters, so

<

much so that some of them leave the busmess. R -

&®
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Daily Deadlines of Newspapers in Toronto

Globe and Mail:

Star:

Sun:

Columnist.deadline:'

- Coast to coast deadline:
©10.00 p.m. |
12.00 p.m.; 1.30 p.m. -~

Ontario dééd}ine: ‘

Metro Toronto deadline:

Monday to Friday
Editions:

Saturday and Sunday
Editions

Monday to Friday
Editions:

Sunday Editions:

2.00 p.m.
6.00 p.m.-

4.00-5.00 p.m.

10.30 p.m.; -
12.00 midnight

11.30 p.m. . >

11.00 p.m.
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X
Whlle observmg the baseball writers at two of the Blue Jay
baseball games the followmg routme was followed Game tJme was at
7. 30 p.m, At S 30 p.m., the beat reporters and many of the CollanStS

arrived at the ball park. They went down to the ®ield where the players

o

 were taking batting practice and mingled with the players and coaches
talking and'aéquiringl_infomation. At 7.00 p;m.‘., all the writers were .
to be off the playing. field. At that time, they Went' u‘pstairs and had
a meal in a cafeterla situated behmd the press box. Upon entermg

the cafetena, there yas a. table where sheets contammg up-to-date

. statlstlcsﬁ on both teams and any recent press releases from the Blue

- Jay baseball club were avallable to the wrlters . In the cafeterla,
~ the wrlters talked to other reporters and broadcasters from the visiting
team s c1ty and Ttead through the statistics and press releases. Just
~ before game tx.me . the writers went to the press box. - If they wanted,
- they could take peanuts C.hlpS pop, etc. » With them ~ Some d1d On
the other hand, one wrlter, a columist, con51dered it mprofessmnal
to take this food mto the press box while working. He felt that it
reflected receiving a "freebie" from _the sport establishment.

During the game, reporters from the morning papers were
wrltmg runmng copy so that they - could meet the deadlines for the
earlier edltlons of their paper. Penodlcally, they would give what

was typed to a young man in the press box who 1nmed1ate1y f11ed the «"‘.'".
copy with their ]’ers Mule the game was 1n progress pencﬁm mes-
sages would be relayed to the press via 3, speaker system in the prpss
box manned by the pt&hc relations person for the Blue Jay's. Messages :
'COIISISted of items such as the official attmdance at the ball game,

how the official scx;:‘er, ruled a play and any special events. that were
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upcoming. After the game, the wrlters ‘went to both the home and visi-
‘,jt:mg teams' dressmg rooms to talk to both the coaches and players
Quotes were obtained mostly from players who had played a maJor role

" in the game Afterwards, the writers from ,the‘two mommg papers went
upstairs to an available room.to contplete" their articles. "I‘he ‘articles

}were then filed. The last reporter left the ball park at 11.30 p.m.

L3 . a

' v‘s work completed for the evenlng

t‘ j'

The Toronto sports columlsts have a more flexible. routrge than
the beat .reporters since they do not have to write on the specifics of
a game They attempt to wr1te’colums that are topical in the sport
environment. They were asked if they had some spare colums placed

in a f11e that were pulled out on days when they felt stale or unpre-

. pared to write. They stated they had 1deas filed in their minds but

*
not wrltten colums s:mce they wanted to remam as topical and up-to-date

as p0551b1e Columnlsts also have tighter deadlmes than beat reporters

" When the writers and coluumsts are on the road they generally
assoc1ate w1th the writers fran the other papers. At tmes, there
vmght be a meal or drink or conversatmn with the coaches or athletes.

to obtain information but there 1s no constant social'izing on an

informal basis. hhen there 1s time durmg the ‘day, wrlters also pass ‘

uthe’”"%% in vanous ways. Sane read others write articles, some take"
in cultural events such as v151t1ng museums, others g0 to the theatre,
and 50 forth Most often, on ovemlght\;inps, there is only tune to
“travel mto a city, wnte and f11e the stOry arid travel out. |

- " -The extensive travel done by the wnters is not only hard-on
themselves but also on their famly life. The writers may be on the
roadforfourorﬁve\\eekendsmarwandlt 1sveryrarethataw1fe_
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The Sportsw'rite‘i-s’ Perceptions of Media Impactv‘ »

o

;
3

acéompanies her husband. This makes it difficult for personal relation-

ships to grow. However, the extensive travel comes with the territory

" aﬂd p'eo»pie‘ t.xy to co;;é with it. Figué‘es are not available from

Statistics Canada, but the divorce rate may be higher for sportswriters

than for people in other occupations.

During informal discussions, the writers and their editors were -

as.kﬁd about their perceptions of the impact of their medium. The ma‘jo—'

| rity considered that the paper did have an impact but they could not

determme in spec1f1c terms the degree of this. mpact Two writers

© were- adamant that the sports pages did not have any impact, since people
- generally mterpreted thmgs for themselves One of these wrlﬂrs how-

5'ever, thought that telev151on had an nnpact. ‘\nother writer was some-

what confused about the effect.' He stated that despitg the papers’

criticism of the play of ‘the Argos, people kei)t on” going out to see them

whereas exposure gwen to thé now defunct Toronto Toro hockey club did
not boost attendance. Several writers also iated that.despite coverage

»

for cex;tam events attendance did not mcrease Since one writer con-

~ sistently _recewed feedback ofr’;? coachies and hthletes on articles he had -

ﬁritten, he definitely consﬂéred the paper had an inpact. ' AAnother

conbelted armgant gUy . around _ ‘
Some of the in~depth articles that hadbeen mean:he&b

-

" 2 t
. N . ve" '.,‘
* i \ " ‘1‘ R
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about change. For example, an article writtei’ on November,30, 1976, in

.~ Toronto Globe and Mail on the negligence of players' agents had some

effect. One of the agents eventually ‘ended upin jail. Another g
article (Bote: Appendix E) on Decenber 21, 1977 in the Globe and Mail,
entltled ;g:f .H.L. Governors Pull Plug on High- L1vmg Subsidiary' resulted
in s bemg made in the National Hockey League Servites' Offlce

) One of the editors, considering the paper's inpa:t felt that
the criticism by the papers of violence in. hockey helped to brmg about
N.H. L ‘rule changes to cut back ok, the v101ence Another ed1tor co;ls1-

dered that the mformatlon conveyed. in the. Sport!’pages gave fans“ some-

thing to ‘talk about. .He stated, "Fans look to the paper for 1nformat10n
’d’ .‘"5 ’ i

(The articles should be cbntroversml and mke the fans thmk {'Ihe arti-

cles should;glve then opnuons" - :
o
Perhaps, one writer p),aced the impact of the Sports pages into \.1"

perspectlve when he said, "Yes, the medium has an. effect but: not as much .

-

as the writers thmk" ' A
. R

At the time the interviews were ta)ﬁ'g piace there was a great

-deal of controversy about the violence m the sport of hockey Questions

| were asked of the writers to detemu'fg 1f they had a v1ew on what,

| 'was:and fmally stated that, "... I never took time to thmk about 1t"

' constltuted nolence cons1dered ﬁolence to emst m spdrt and fmally,

I’ .
felt the mdla fostered thls v101ence The Sportswrlters personal defi-
nitions of what constltuted v1olence in sport are shoun in Table XII

Some of the wr1ters mtemewed d1d not have a flxed deflmtlon of vio-

lence but had some, general thoughts. Onc stated that he d1dn t honestly

3-‘%-‘5.1\

“know. He t.hought that flghting wasn 't v101ence but that st1ck swmgmg

Amther stated, "It’s a great feeh.ng when you see it". One mtef' '*’W L
e % WF
] >, & &
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e = : erter54 Personal Définitions of What Constltutes
Violence in, a Sporting Context
| "
DEFINITION ' NO. . » §
‘ 1. To inflict injury willfully - 13 46.4
2. Conduct beyond the rules’ N 7 25.0
3. Und.lsc1p11ned retal}atmn .4 143 |
v ‘ ) |
4. Physical, mental,' gmotlonal
.® confl ct in’ varymg degrees L2 7.1
[ vy
5. 'Verbal violence is as hammful -
as physical violence 1 3.6
: 6. A praned;*ted action to: _" , ,
J physically ham someone ., 1 - 3.6
! % L ) Y 5 A
- d, ) £ B
¥ > ‘Q —,‘.:. - . N ] | »
& R

62



63

-»
R TUSRE PN “ I

‘

asked if someone .uld define violence for him beca t's vio-

lénce in one sport, isn't in another (e.g. hockey versus football)".
Others felt that violence in football existed but: 1t was 'controlled'

~and prepared for'." ‘Finally, to bring a comparatlve touch to the dl»_‘ LT

cussion, one writer quipped, '"There's more violence on Bay Street than e T1E ..l,',‘ )
mtheMapleLeafGardens" . S ' ‘o “

With respect to v1olence in sport 94 percent of the sports“
wrltw cons1dered that violence did exist in sport and”” percent’ {
cons1d'ered that the sport media fostered this v101ence SOHEWI‘It’I‘S
con51dered that the sports pages relnforced the v1olenc::.1‘n sport 'by i
playing up some people. Even reporting it brings people to the\fore-

front".” Even though several writers stated that pictures of fights were |

R S o

presented for art1st1c purposes‘:}%\\e stated, "the number of pictures i
4 oIt : ’ N
were out of proportlon" and that Moy heroésfﬁerg made of 1t" There :

also seemed to be a_great dea] of 1nd§‘1duallty in the manner that the -
.reporting was{_done'. - "Stories Were basedvupon the 'whim of the 1
'individua_l"' and "... some blew it up more than o’t"hers". I;hrasing such 7/
as “really cleaned his clock', was considered to be pranbting violence.

X -
‘1

Recently, the sportswnters stand on reporting violence appears

to have changed Several writers comnented that whereas the papers _
tended to play up the violence before, the tendency was to now "play 1t
m This change of approach coincided with an unsportsmanlike dis-
play of conduct by a Team Canada hockey team in a European compet1t10n
'I‘he pubhc gene‘rally reacted negatlvely to Canada's performance and the '

‘,Sple35ure Hcmever, some L,

re:pgrters tended to 'reflect' this publ'

b&trters stated that if it wasn't for the European exposure people

wouldn't have accepted“the steries in the sports pages. And one writer, T
o . 5 R ‘ '

L ‘ e .
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emphasizing the fickle nature of the reporting, stated that,

64

- three

years ago, we would have reported it in a hunourous _way, Now everyone

is up in amms; it's very hymcntl(:al " Some of the edltors who .c

mented on this questlbn felt that "they certamly drew att&ntion

' 1t-" ‘but _they were critical of the violence: Ah&her editor, bpwever,

i z Y
admltted, ... we must sell papers. A balance Be"s'truck ™
The Role and Function of the Sportswriter \50*:‘_4,} 4 e

7 - *#,é‘f‘, AN
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The sportswriters were given a list of several stat
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cerning the newspaper's functions and asked to agree or diségree with

» , ) ]
each statement. Ninety-four percent,co#ered it the role of the
paper to inform the public about sport. ¥ff¥he statement that the
paper should reflect the public's attitude about sport, 67 percent

4

/

agreed However, only one-th1rd of the writers felt it was the news- ,

paper's role to either educate or influence the pub11c s attitude

about sport.

N &

Closely associated with this question, the writers -were aske

- what they thought their particular role was. Table XIII displays,

the1r _responses. - Some writers felt it Was not thelr responsibility

4

to be a social conscience f.r theﬁpubllc One writer was so c0nsc1en-

thUS about reportmg accurately that he alwys phoned the person
\‘ 0

he was quoting, in-order to confirm the accuracy of the quote. Another _

o considered the flmctipn'of the sport'sv_n'iter to "get across the skills,l\

¢ writers who was highly recognized by hlS peers outhned his tole:

demands and drama of the game rather than the business" Orie of the ~oF

e

AR N
"@u find out all you can and print all you f1nd§ut " ’Another said

that you give your best but if everything if "100% w1th the sport
establlshment you're propbably not doing W JO ",

L 4 <
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TABLE XITI
Pl + . " .
Respondénts' Perceptlon of ‘Their Furction
"As A Sportswrlter
‘J ’ .
g
FUNCTION NO. ' .. 8
1. To mform 25 73.5
2. To glve behlnd the
~ scenes 1n51ght 4 11.8
Vs ‘ .
~ 3. To entertam 3 ‘ 8.8 ?
,4 To convey thq human | ‘
3 aspect Voo 1 2.9
5‘?“1’0 sell papers 1 2.9
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The sports editors ‘c'iid not consider the sportswriters as

‘being unique. The wrlters m&; simply "convey information about spert .

in a way that would make it understandable to the -?udience". One
-of themanaging editors affirmed the sportswr-iter's role as being

to inform but that the sportswriter "was no longer an attachment to

the club. Mealzmoney used to be paid by ‘the club ‘but not anymore." | ,
Fmally, another sports editor conflrmed that the main flmctlon was N
"to sell. It would be hypocritical not to say so. I wpuld be fired |
Vif the paper didn't sell". He added philosophically that "the

sportswriter sheuld have a stroné belief in physical fitness -- a

healthy tind in" a’ health dy." . Y- | n

- The spoi('tswrlters %ere then asked to 11st "ﬁ; qua11t1es that a

good sportswrlter should have (Table XIV) E.‘(ach of z;he writers was

requestgd to list a nunber of sportswrlters whom they thought weré
good sportswriters m.Toronto Those writers most often mentioned in
all the responses are listed in Table XV Five of the ten wr1ters
llsted are from the Toronto Star, a paper which has the most expalenced
staff of the three newspapers Only three wrlters were con51dered from

the Globe and Mail which employed the largest sport staff. These three
. w;'rters we'l;p new to the Globe's staff havmg less than four years

employment )
r - . - .
The sportswriters were asked to_comment on statements made

concernmg the 1mage of the sportswriter. Shecter (1970) had said that

the sportswrlters were sport kuffs not newspapemen in the true sense

" of the word. While 53 _percent of the writers dlsagreed w1th Shecter
the remalnmg 47 percent agreed, many of the these havmg a university

educatiori. . . e
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JABLE XIV - ]
’ )
Respondcnts Appralsal of the Qualities
% %' !
%%' That, Make .a Good Sportswnter
; Q[,g‘ ‘

- QUALITY : NO. ' 1)

1. Writing ability 9 26.5

2. Objective 8 23.5

3. Accurate 6 17.6

4. Integrity . N 5 14.7
5. Places events into | -4 S S :
perspective - 3 8.8 .
o : * Y o

6. Asks the right questions 1 - 2.9

7. Sense of humour 1 2.9 \
8. Versatile 1 2.9




g
TABLE XV <.
1\‘ .
The Top 10 Sportswriters in Toronto as
o Recognized by Their Peers.
y
NAME | ~ BWPLOYER  'POSITION VOTES
1. Milt Dunnell - . Star  Cgumist 27
2. Jim Proudfoot , . Star gﬁm nist 18
3. Trent Frayne Sun Columist 17
4. Jim Coleman _ Syndicated
PO Columist 11
,,,,, : 5. Jim Christie Globe and
Er o , Mail Hockey, Golf 10
6. Jim Kernaghan . Star Hockey, Soccer,
. o .. _ Boxing : 9
7. Al Abel Globe and
' - Mail Columist
Al Sokol _ ~ Star Football
. Frank Orr - Star Hockey
- 10. Christie Blatchford Globe and -
8

. Mail  Columnist

. J“\S

. V0
- g; —
- . .
v
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The lack of social conscience wad a ériticism directed at
sportswriters by Edwards (1969). Forty-eight percent of the writers
disaéreved with the criticism, 37 percent agreed while 15 percenf were -
undecided. Once again, the majorit’:y of thosé writers with a university
education and also thé writers new to sportswriting were among those
who agreed while the majority of the wﬁfers with a diploma in
Journalism and more/ sportswriting experiencé were among those who
d‘isagreed. ' ‘

Is sportswriting hero-worshipfuloas Andelman (1974) éta‘;ted? -'{:

Two-thirds of the 'wri.ters said "no'' while the remaining one-third agi;‘eed.
There are both the joys and pains in any job, this being no '
less true in the fielq of sportswriting. ' In Iafle XVI are seen the
rewards a;nd satisfactions of the sportswriting jéb. The writers also
f\,.:)cc'msid'ered that sport allowed them the freedom to be dB#triptive and to
develop their own writing skill. Two of the éoimn‘uists found their
jobs extremély'fu’lfilljmg; one stating thaf-, ... beixig a columist on
the Globe and Mail can be the best possible job in the country with the
exception of the three hours writing preparation', since it is a pain-
staking 'btsiness to be a good writer, to write creatively and witI{x flair.
The other writer took pride in his job and considered "sportswriting
to be as valid an occupation'as" most 6thers and more important than others."
The negat1ve aspects of the sportswriters' job were outlined in
Table XVII. Approximately 25 percent of the writers 1r}tprvlewed had
cr.1t1ca1 comments concerning thé athletes they had tb déél with. Some
athletes were seen as ''selfish", while four of the writers classified
hockey players as "dunb -having "little class", '"boorish", and "down
to earth but nof all that bright. It's difficult to get meam.ngful and




TABLE XVI

te

\

Rewards and Satisfactians of Being a Sportswriter

-

REWARD ¥ NO s
S
1. Recognition . 113 ) 40.6
2. Doing a good job 7 _ - 21.9
3. Mee& interesting peb,ple 4 12.5
4. Doing what I enjoy s 12.5
5. Good money 3 9.4
6. Instant results 1 3.1 .
o
»
t
/ R - A

e
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TABLE XVII

' I g N ' !
‘ _ Dislikes of the Sportswriter's, | | |

:hr:
e g3

DISLIKES . M. $
‘ 7 v ' »
1. The: loné"?t«hours 9 31.0 | g
, G 4 2 J V
2 .. Other wr?%ters ‘ | '{.; .17.2
3. The athletes - ; 4 ‘ . 13.8
4. The promoters 4 T 138
5. The travel 2 6.9 _ .
6. The beat . 2 69
7. The hero-worship 1 3.4
8. The dishonesty of - : .
management 1 . 3.4
9. The ino_notony | : 1 3.4

. . v..'.. L. ) - ~ . .
- . -, - ﬂ . L
o _'M ) ) -~ . ." o g . . ’ . : - - l
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intelligent comments.' One foptball‘_wri'te .did not enjoy the
"egoti.stical" nat‘ure of the American players and one baseball writer
clessified the players as "country hicks'".

The pmblem that writers had w1th pmmoters resulted no'g.f as

much from the profess1ona1 team sports but frén those who staged

mdnndual events such as horse racing and car racing and some promo-

B

ters who operated at the seml-pro level (e.g. baseball).

The sportswriters were unanimous in that pi¥essional hockey

in the city offered no promoter pressure because its publicity and

promotion were non-existent.- Since Maple Leaf Gardens was con51stent1y

sold out there .apparently was little need, for a hlgh powered promo-

‘tion campaign. -

Some of the writers were critical of their peers. One writer
commented on the tendeney to worship -super h_eroes. Several were
discouraged about those /iyho did not ''care about their i)r;ofession and
try to improve their craf ". They also commented on those writers who
took everything serlously and 1eft out the fun and hunourous nat'lfxre of

sport. There was a lack of trust by a few writers. toward the owners

72

and managanent who did not always speak honestly. They tended to mwg#

-lead rather than mform Several writers also mentloned ‘that beat ¥

work was "boring". One writer who had 15 years experience in news_»mrk

but was called upon to ?rovide an "outsider's" look at sport stated

- that the wrltmg style tended to be a "clichéd style" and that ther%

was a tendency toward "‘pack Jomnallsm" He amplified thls m .

by saying that the writers seemed to be '"bound by tradition" and every~-~

one "seemed to offer,the same. opmi’“ . c .
. » . 4'_' . ‘ - '\ i o

.*




It was discovered that some of these dislikes, resulted in some . ..

writers leaving the profession. Table XVIII lists some of the major rea-

sons wﬁy sportswriters .'leave ‘the occupation. Some writers felt that
the repetition involved in sportswriting was "debilitating“. You see
th; "'same stories over and o&e} agam" (he wr1ter considered this
problem to be the newspaper's fault for not covermg more sports and .
addmg more variety. ] |

| The sportswriting occupation carries its daily pressures
.These are shown in Table XIX. The writers said they were not worr1ed
lbx t]'Preats from athletes and coaches but some recenred them. Football _
writers seemed to be the most prone to bemg threatened One football
coach threatened to punch a writer; another coach trled to beat upo one:

. writer. A football player threatened to cut off a writer?s armm and
another football player grabbed and pi:med' a writer up .against the wall.
A manager also threatened to shave off a }wri'ter's hair.

' .Other threats to writers ranged from breaking a writer's knee-
cap, to throwing bricks in one's home, to a female reporter recelvmg |
menacing phone caIls at home. The threats were received as a result of ’
the coach or athlete feeling a writer's comments wols overly critical
*or negative dr tmfoxﬁd_ed. Although the t.greats’in themselves could not

be justified, the reasons behind the threats at times were justified.

In fact, some of the writers admitted thet"@t ‘13:\&5 for whatever reason,

they have not had all the fact straight and, as will be seen later, say

that they have been reprimanded by their. itors when ¥his occurred.

In order to av01d threats or aw havmé commmication lines

closed some beat reporters who know ef a senslux story pass the _

) Tead on to a columist rem ranorved from the situation. The story is. reported

S 3 '

el
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- Why Sportswriters

L}

TABLE XVIII

4

Say They Leavaithe Occupation

Q.

7 : ’
»  REASON | o, 7 !
1, For more maney " 19 , - 57.6"
2, Lohg hours 3 *..!} 9.1
| 3 Just for a change ;‘ , ' &'(‘ : 9.1
e . X,

Boredom of beat work

5. “Disillusioned with sport " g
T * ey

~’fIg:nof‘zsmt_ people” -~

b )

Too much pressure =~

Too much" travel

~ . ‘.

R 2.

YRR

1

<o ‘r’. e,
*:" :"/‘2. "?.. ‘? )
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. ‘ Pressgreswof the?Sportswriting.QQthgtiop

Y N :/ , - .
s @ - ,‘ ° ! >
1’ .. R 1. - 23 . o
_— i s - s .,,;z . . N
. 2. Competition“with-other
. - papers T (4 c
: . e 'k ' 'V/)
3. .Being a goodewrjter ‘* _ * -
daily ) 2%
. 4. Criticism from teams/ fa iy
o, athletes o2 i
5. - Promoters. : B 1 : i .

6. Getﬁéng the facts
.- straight :

-

6.1 -
6.1
3.0
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| e beat reporter maintains his/her relationship \#ith the- team.

. | what the sportswr1te§ thgught "I expect myﬁheat men to offer the1r

' "mterestmg quotes' "‘) - 67 L e
:11f1ed the1r "every rlght to cnt1c’12e" A dommant response was foL

dsupport of ‘thls statement scge felt that wnters should ""not cr1t1c1ze

f wnter "1t was more- mpo Tty

? When asked whether they should q;erely report a story .or whether _

;1 % they shou].d inject the;.r own opinion, the majority of the wnters (94 «m.*, :

percent) felt obligated ‘to pat the event mto perspectlve by offermg\
. an op}mcﬂ, The wr‘%ters Wxﬂg’reed w1th this* felt that "rteporters

.t§ )

] |
should t’éport the facts dnd bpuf@ ;f,}}gft ‘tg,,the colunmst" Howeve‘

+
the edltors\felt that in sports as ea@aﬁyd, é&éneral news a“wnter

“\!@t‘ . -
was. able to-vbe fhore desc;@twe One Eg;tor roted that smce- most - -4

readers w1tnessed the sdbrt event o'n te?e\n,s;o', ‘sthey wanted to know

opmlon" “he stated Amo

K] - -

‘The writers (100 percent) ~considered it the1r right to ‘criti-

c1ze athletes and management, but in ansﬁermg this quest1on they qua-

<

‘them to 'be fair and to get the fab‘stralght" before they cr1t1c1zed Ol

, Some . felt-@t was "the mlest thing 1n the wdrld to cr1t1c1ze" and in

-

- for the sake of cmtiéism" One wnter 1 c3 red the "typewnter to

a powerful weapon" and siﬁce people wntten about had no easy recourse,.

-

1t was 1mportant for all wrlté’l{s to\have mtegnty" '

There was t}g opihlon that some wnter; cr1t1c1zed to make a & ‘

name for themseNes, They cr1t1c1zed "to be outrageous'? For one -
. to be read than p.ked" If the athletes

¥¢
o|r mmagenent are cntxcizﬁ,u-should ‘they be ngen equal Space for q-eply

. ) . ’ . ’“ . N . - Py

.
. . . . RN . N .
;T . . . Co 4 : .

CPGE
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or rebuttal" 'I‘he maJorlty of writers felt tha&f the @thletes or
» ‘6

¢

management d1d not agree with the cr1t1c1sm ‘their conments should be
&

) placed mghnﬁ the u% cle, not a£terward in some-letter to the edltor

i m‘that rephed 1n

stat:mg their case o

e: negatlve d1d not have any defmlte reason for-

a

' 43“ The maJor' 'ters (61 percent) agreed with the state- ¢
* ,.. 'ment’ thﬁ: the sports pages’m To’mntg appea‘red'ﬁ presx;: ohe 51de of

an 1ssue and not‘ﬁle d‘os a.nd céns at ,the sm tme Those who A __*a

dlsagreed w1t}§~ s stat eit Qhat this, of 51tua ion. rarely v
% - @pe. por .

otcun‘ed m Toronto /Those that agpuqd offered varlous reasons for ‘t’

PEN

thx&s lﬂppenmg«. One wmter stated that ".-. . sanétim?; you dd'n t have,

' time. £o. g0 aftér the persons to get fhelr 51de of the buf ano-.

ther countered this by

| that when *this happens J'lit's. Just 1a21-.

smce rt makes "'for a good follow—up the next day" ahd another st&ﬂd
that somet,mes you get overpowered. by ﬂe angle" wand therefore, lose |
your obJectan t At tlmes persona11t1es get 1n the way and writers

\ ﬁo after athletes and don't let up" Others get too mvolved ‘in them-
selves and "'sometimes do it to prove you'rg a big shot" | .
'. -« In order to mvestlgate the workJ.ng relatlonshlp between the
wn-ters ‘and management the followmg series -of questions were- con51- B
dered When asked about wr1t1ng Btandar& they have to meet, 1t m
dJscovemd that none of the Toronto papers had any formal wr1tten smd-
ards other than. style books- outluung good granmar conc1se ertlng,

"have better written stories that the moming papers since the1r later

deadlmes pemtted than to | ,Story. . One, Globe and Mail wr1ter .

&

ness byfthe wr:.ter" One wr1ter f@lt that both 51des‘vure not presented»

"5-.

3 and so forth -The Toronto Star writers, however , were expected to ‘ .

|.
. \
] ' . . . .
R ) . . , P )
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t that\gmfe5519na1 developnen\days Qere a waste’ of tnne’ "An attempt o

~ was.made by the Ontano Sportswrlters and Broadcasters Assoc1at10n to.

a‘)

frankly stated that "You l’mow your standards once ‘you read. yeur compe
titlon" o S 4 _ ' ..

'y

The edltors of the papers tend to be. the guardlans or-''gate-- -

keepers" of matenal that is publlshed In view of this, writ rs were °.

Q asked if they had ever been reprmmnded for articles they had written.

| Approxnnately, 70 percent of them had recelved same fom of mp d

The most dommant re was for wnters mssm a- "sto ",
PI?U“!}d &n g‘ : TY ?Jf &
addltmn the I@k of !amﬂbss accuracy or: artic Jwere criticized. =~ -

One writer was taken to task for bemg "overly cr1t1ea1" Another «
g v

didn't "ad’equately 'p‘resent someone's s1de of the story" Another was e e
' B " :
"lsnestly wrong on stor1es" Libellous comhents were ed1ted One wr.tteap
U B W TV
‘was ﬁemgﬁued for the second time. Lack of obJect1v1ty also resulted

in a rebuke ,to one writer becauSe "the edltor felt I was bemg a pubhc ,

relations man for the Toros'"'. = w " . | : /
~ With respect to havmg professional 'developnent -days for their

| w'fers ‘the Tgronto papers d1d not have any nor d1d they have weekly

or ‘monthly meetmgs to talk -about comnon concems - A few writers felt 1 ) Bl

have prpfessmnal developnent days but these d1d not occux; m

umsiﬂered t'hat some form of open d.mlogue would be helpful Some of - v B

RV “

the reasons offered were: )
e could discuss proble;hs and Ways we .
could all 1mprove" g .
"a young staff should be developm# more''s oL e

.''sometimes you forget thmgs, get dnto bad
habits that your peers could pomt out"

. omig ‘never hurts to get fregh 4

‘ An mterestmg sulehght to th.IS pomt was ‘that 80 percent of those o - <
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writers with coirlmmity eollege education favoured having some form of '
o - J
professional deve}‘bpnent whereas 69 percent of those with lmiversi%h-;f;x_ '
, . S

* background did not. . o o D

L4
Slxty-seven percent of the wnters reSponded that they, \Iquld
/
apprec1ate receiving moTe assistance arid leadershlp from thex.r edltors

Some fonp of assistance that the ‘sportswriters would 11ke to recelvi

- “‘..‘
"I woulrlke some™story 1deas also comments
;onwnitmg st)'le" ) ‘ ) h

are: . SR

ool ‘5‘ e ﬂd %’é’ke a- common stand‘ on some *1ssu. TR

/";;h(w@ Jtﬁres?tly well on his o', B
- - *  '"the younger fella could“be glven more dlrectlon" o
"the editor could a551st im acquiring contacts" '

-
-, g,‘

Some wr1ters felt that the edltors were involved in admm1strat10n not
developnent It appearéh from their’ conments that the ed1tors generally
shy?l away from asSisting. One tried not to mterfere because he felt

-

"they should be tramed ‘by"uhe tme- they get here" Another tried to

-''give as 11tt1e a.slstance as hec"essary" Rather %m speaking to the

wrlters, he sent memos . N "If seQeone does somethmg well, -I send a. @, :

”con'xplimentqry mefo. I 11m1t my memos to a very few. Wnothmg

-W-" iy

what the young people wanted fran‘hlm
' /

worse than a nasty maw" Fmally, the need for dlalogue seemed ; .
',.""-'. RS 2 \'ﬁ“ )

e"r"\u- :
apparent fran one “editbr's pomt of new becalse he wanted "to knmvt ‘

N
.

The 'Write::-*s Peréonal Viewagf Sport- k “ | - &

.~ . ﬁ) . )
: i ’ B L

Smce the“sportswnter was wntlng about sport it was 1mpor'ta.nt

-

fo see what sport perspectlve he was brmgmg to. the job. 1xty-four VA

percent of the respondents agreed that sports were games ‘and should not

S e

X

A}
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‘ ) . . : RN ‘ + o
be taken s'eriously They also thought”that a vqﬁlght-hearted?‘
approach should be given to the treatment of sport and seve;a.h Mrlters

were critical of those writers who too§%erythmg too’ ser1ousl,& _.'_‘."
Flfty-four percent of the; wnters felt that sport could bemor fun

for the spectat’br if thev players toncentrated\on the sklllsmf the'v |

%ame rather than a? in hockef ﬁeCGncentratron on’ d\r?‘rt intlmdation Cw :

"‘& »

and molenEe F Elghty" three percent agreed w1th the statement f& v10—

lence -ex1st§ 1n hockey Although thls statlstlc mght seem obV1ous it

. ,w
ce" ‘was morp soc1ally acceptable . Coe
4 %e sportswr1te'1!s w%re asked to descr1be then' phllosophy of
. B S
sport. In total, 32 Wr1ters replied to the questlon Of these, 68

percent of the:n cons1dered profess1onal sport to be entertamment and .

-
that it should not be taken too. senously This feelmg was refl&hed ‘%
in such comments aa "It should | be en‘foyable and fun'"; "It should ‘be

/ taken 11ghtly" ;arIt's a held of enter‘tamment where people can forget

\,»,/

\

LS

.o thJ.s v1ew theil felt thex should be less l:nucal of aﬁteur sport,

4

-._thelrcare"' ' ' : L.. Q ?'

. Many writers dlffe 1ited between pro, and amateur spo{'t Pro
sport was entertamment .’amatehr sport was- the "w1n to excel"  In
Sane of the purgstsﬁd “riot d1fferent1ate between pro and -amateur sport .
Sport was sport no matter wﬁat the leVel "To me, sport is atgletes in
Sompe_n’taon "1 believe in t.he rules of the game and am dlstressed when -
they re not used" Another stated "'Sport is a part. of a cultura].

' outgrwth Some college gamgs are more interesting than pro events
Sport should be played at 1ts best no matter what the level" ' Another ’
sald, "Sport 1s canpetltmn for 1ts own sake.« _ThJ.s could sur\ave in

. ;- \—~ . .

X T ° L
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b N the pro leagues “It's s?upld that the other guys are treated as o

"o ‘“ - w‘ w N /:

. enemles ¥ & ‘ .‘_“ , e 4 : -

: . S . : -
3 ’ .. Sope wrlters were dlscburag@d that pro sport was becomng too

mucli of ambusmess* Irt took some ofi-the . ;m out o,f sport. LM of

the sports .ed1tors, horvever &consideréd p’m sport as an enténalment
‘. buZﬂés.{. ) "If you 1ook at it in any glffer*enea-;ght " stagi one, .
| "then you“re fgolmg yourself .The Eur;opean ,style is, the 1dea1 world '
@ecaﬁe the rf#xonab con‘qept 15 emﬂlasned" He- also cons&g.dered a r\' .

'.. phlloiophy of W not to be és“Semlal for a sport’swrlter One wrlter *

'{’Bf hlgll reputat:pn in Toronto offered the most thoughtful ph1losophy : @
when he §a1d _»’:’}' B _ ‘--'l,!: s ) L

Sporf is a hunan ‘enjoyment.and enter yment -
. v , “pursuit in-which courage# ‘excellence,’ rdice,
S _ " physical skills, daziness, enterpris§rand other -
o R human virtues and fallmgs are seen under B R
L c1rcunstances of 11tt1e long-range mxportance ‘

i b”" . K % A : |
- The Ethical Standards of SportSwritin'g'in Torgnto‘ T P

0

) ~ //
, - . One of the most mportant qua11‘t1es of a. Jouma1;517 is to possess ;
2 integrity.. ' The sportswrlter is requlred to report the facts in a respon- | ' )’
slble, ObJeCtL%’ fashion. . In order to do this, he 1 muss” remain- sanewhat |
: aloof fran the sport estabhsl'nnmt so as not to compn

sport estaﬁlis}ment'md"the ethi‘cal- _standards gf,spor‘t iters in Tordn_to.

-
v The existence of sensatmnallsm and yellow J L1sm (defined
w'an anphas15 on- sensational 1t or broads) .\

' in the sports pages was questloned Overall - 65 percent of the wrl.’ters
con51dered that yellow Journahsm did not exlst in Toronto. . HOWever,é

o SO pe‘gcent of the staff at the Star agreed that it d1d exlst whereas

y
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. . { ‘% ' .
70 percent of the Globe and Mail's writers and 85 percent of the sun's
diségreed. The tabloid nnture of the Sun lends itself} to this type of
reportmg am.L'.the fa@ that the writers disagreed is surprlsmé} ang
might reflqunsome defenswenes’\ Later one of the editors of the

.4

Sun admtted that the paper tends toward the sensat1onal"
. . Thé sportswrlter:‘We}‘e asked whether the sport, admmstrators N

or promoters ever tried to influence 'them or then’l pape‘rs to wrlte .

. if any did ex:tSt 4 One writer conmented ""The promoters don t have any
' »
&everage to exert" The maJor sport teams apparently didn't atwnpﬁ -~

“to prov1de any concentrated pressure, although sﬂbt}e Ppressures ensted
For example, the management from the Toronto Toros offered Chrlsmas
g1fts such as portableot lensmns to the writers. They were not accepr
ted. Also, the@t:gach. of &l;e Argonauts football team stated o ihe '
wr1ters, '"You're either foj s or agams’t us". For one thing, he did -
%ﬁ‘mt want the wrlters té report any of the players' inJurJ.es It is ,> .

known honever, that the writers do report the mJurJ.es\smce they feel
they ove this to the paymg customers. Another wr1ter reflected that

the owner of the Toronto Maple Leaf hockey team preferred the wr1ters /'

o

82

IR B
' >

tobe"housemen" - " o _ F /

, B

The 1nstruct10ns of the papers' managelnent were to mamtam an
& asm 's length from the sport establlshment The. following p011c1es '
J reflect the atte:ﬁpts to mamt&s,tlus arm's length away\
a) The Gio'oeﬁand m&- ORI N

_ All trgzel mepls *!m& oost‘s \for t.he sportswnters are pa1.d by the

p@er»and not the teams On the toad the wnters attempt to tr&v‘el

4

N
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on separate flights from the team and when practical stay at ,

A

different hotels o g o
Pre-game meals offered by the pro teams for spox’tﬁuters are paid
by the Globe. The paper also does not allow, its baseball writers
to be official scorers at the Blue Jay baseball games since this
would make the wr1ter a part time employee of the baseball esta-
bllshment )Besplte the fact that owners of the Globe and Mail have |
partial ownership of.the Blue Jay baseball gteam, the Globe has . -

been critical on various occasions of the management and business

-

- procedures of the Jays. &

Moonlighting within sport organization is not permitted. Howeve'r.,
it.was discovered that two writers did do souge yriting for a publi-

city program of a sport they were covering' One Writer ivasﬁ

offered $200 to p,mdug an article for a Jumor hockey program

butk‘ tumed 1t "down. '[\vo columusts hadta reglar radio and teles .

\

| ] v1$1on shows but this was not considered a confhct of interest by

mahagemmt One incident revealed that. a Gl/obe and Mail wr1ter wask - / .
removed from a beat. Apparently,: thls wr(:y‘éer reported a hockey
playe.r drinking and bemg ‘boorish-on a retﬁrn flight hane This
caused all the players on the team not to speak to the reporter and
the ‘papér. removed the writer from the beat. '{hls Same wnter is now S

‘one of the paper s mam Ottawa pohtlcal correspondents Renoval of . F

the wnter is not a common practlce of the Globe and Mail. At other. R -
Lfn both the professmnal hockey and i

times, there ‘has been pr_ess :

football teams to replace writers 'but management has squorted the o

. &

writers. o : < . ' o o~

~f

. & , L~
: - . .
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i Tom sport terg gre not accepted. . . -
c) LY .~ | B A '

br1be. . S . -7 t

and team-mmmgmt .one writer a’na' one ed.it’or offere'ﬁ saﬂe pointed -
Senments Mtor felt that generally speakmg the coaches and
.'athletes con51dered the medla to be a "pam in the neck" or "a S u

b) The Toronto Star

The policy is to pay for the wﬁters' ‘travel, meals‘and
hotel costs. However, pre-game meals for wnters at - & . "
the Blue Jay games are accepted by the péper since manage- _ . ‘ s
' ment considers this to be part of baseball's milieu. The
| baseball writer at the Star is also the offieial“scorer .

and is pa1d $35/game by the American League. “Gratultxes 3 -

ol <ar

o'y
1 ral polxcy not . toaccept gifts *from sport
promoters. The paper sayQ that 1t pays for “the travel,

meals and acccmnodatlons of its writers although two
' -
»  writers accepted free plane t1ckets to cover theu- events

in golf and racing because the- r d1d not. have the~ . }

AR
funds to support t;he travel & thesé events. The paper ‘

- mtl also not allow its/ baseball writers to be ofﬁc:,at e e

'SCOI?I'S R : ) ) - . S

-

- ' ' . " . & Y

, % On -one occasmn, the soccer writers from each. of{the ‘ S
newspapers were: offg;ed‘a,brlbe' of $200 plus a 11fet1.me pass to 2 DAY o
burlesqm show in return for,,glvmg favmn-able pubhc:/ty fora . \_-;;‘ RN

soccer match WJAll three retumed the’ mney and dJ,d nog’ accept the

Y

With respect to the writef_s' relationships with the players e

o .

,»:‘»_ : ’.1.’ : C . ~

Lt )
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L edltor, sparnng with the others felt that some wnters Lg the other

s

" other newspapers was: bmught up. 1 wnters are h.1gh1y sensitive

' "scooped the edltors .are critlcaﬁl When one paper s ed1t10n 1s 'off

. try. and knock down a- story that has been beatem Others try to ga a

v

necessary evil", He 'Sa1d that w1th some players there was "an element
of condescension' but that thls wasn t mdespread With respect to ‘
being "on-the—m" he mferred ‘that a writer had to be%ry tactful.
"You try to find out the key ﬁ*rgu;t ‘while retammg your self-respect. .
You don't have to pander to a co;ch but your job . is tQ find out.' ‘The '

wrlter who was nommated by. hlS .one of the best in the cigy,’

appeared to be a bit cymcal inedi;/sport establishment rela- .

tlonshlp Other ters d1d no_ ‘ "_ he did. He com-
, “‘S’w " ‘. ."e players 11ke v | .:p;‘,;;\
scum; the pub11c~ relatlons man and the * ch 1ike you're. the1§ best

friendi = B e

Nlnety-four percent of the wrlters $1dered that =

A4 [ )
created by the other papers in the alty was - a healthy situation’ It - Cfn
O !
keeps you fromgettmg lazy'", was a statement often said. Many t1mes : /
however, thgugfiout the interviews, thls element of competition from
b X

about compet1t1on engendered by the other papers When writers are - . |

\c\ B R
t_he press, it is soon in the off1ces .of the other papers beuig amlyzed RERCTRNE
One wrlter s reactlon to bemg b_eaten was "the initial response is to ‘
fresherangle nos A o v LR

Why is there such a strong emphasw on beatmg the other paper? . |
As one sports edxtor stated, it was a matter of "self-pnde" One

" papers,’ t%ned to "yellow Jom'nallsm and half truths Just to cme up , =
with a sensatmnal headlme " ’I‘lus was re1terated by one. wnterﬁgo felt R .' H

. . .




.’
that "cdnpeti't%on sometimes makes one misrepresent the facts". - J
) e&itor looked at. the other .papgm_ and if there.;was somethidg wo 1
“he carried it or tried to build upon the~story or offer a different - .
\newpomt Although the- coupetltmn was considered to'be’ fr1endly., o
. the pape)'s appeared to be’ qu1te consc1ent10us about it., Sane writers - ’ .
., considered that '"the pros feed on thss bmpetlnon" - One mndered if -

there was Tess competltlon whether there would be more cﬁverage of ama- ... .
,4‘ - - - . . e w‘} i '
Prrig ’ . 9 . , . @

teur @rt . e l%_a N =, / o ’Gf.

» ’ Table _.XX outlmes what the sportswritérs percelved to be their _

moral respons1b1lrty One wrlter cotﬁ‘idered‘*it} ,the moyal responflbll@
of papers to 'keep a proper dlstance from the players and teams" Phere- C

“

as orfe ed1tor feltr #hat the papers ;have a big respons1b111ty to the @ ; ' |
- young athlete", one wr1ter §tated that he was not. too sute abaut thls R
smce newspapers were a private enterprise Oge of the a551stant Sports ‘, “',- o
ed1tors "never thought about e questmn"r and ammersﬁ}.nﬁ wis Jmm L
ant to be faotual because of the mpact created by the "size and power -y |
\'. '~4_ of the paper" A female wnter considered 1t a moral respons1b111‘l:y of ' L
the papers "to g1ve women a fé‘{rer shake and to brmg out the social i

!

o 1115"

"" o In Toronto’ “there was 10" fomal code -of ethrcs establﬁhed for }' - ', K
. the sportswriters. Each writer had a personal code 'lhe wrrter’s off(ea‘ed e
) SR J
i ﬁratzonalehstowhyérv&xymtaoodee:qsted e

N . . .
s ‘-». . 3 7

- - . i ' v

. The Content of_,the_ @oﬁs Pag_ei . o / SR

e T . R

. .

P . Al senes of questlons were posed to the wr1ters and éd:tors to _ s

determme what net.hod(s) were used. to acuie the’ contené of the sports -
pages m Tormrto.‘ 'Ihe wrlters coul# aot offer an- exact percentage
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, \ .
breakdown between Canadmn versus Amencan content However 63 percf‘ent

- ~-of the wyiters replied that there- shounrbe nehnaidown and that only
newworthy stories should be prmted, uh:lle 11 percent felt that the
Natlonal Football League was given too much coverage. o) ’ . ,

9 M 'I\nmty-e:.ght .percent of the mters falt thete should be a 70/30

1t that there should’ be -no breakdown Several wr1ters stateq that -

= : amateur sport was run by amateurs © One columist thought tbet the omly b - /'

- people mtérested in amateﬁ sport wWere the\ partlcxpant? ‘ 'u, ?&f,
@ l*btever, there was a muted reactlon when w%ters were'"aslhe& 04 ﬁ:

qut between pmﬁssiMmd amateur sport while another 28 percent P

‘A ‘they increased. the1r coverage o£ amateur spQrt, yould they hurt them-g :

' V-selves by losmg readerSc The wrlters at the Glelp.and }ﬁul and the N

- Sun, wene sp11t appronma‘tely/ ‘50/50 on the statement wh11e s:.xty-two L

percent of the Toronto Star S wrlters dlsagreed ;me maJonty of '

wnters (67 percent) also d.tsagteea that attendance at a tzc events T
."should be the determnmg fatter as to the news treatmen f spbrts s

‘ hhat system is therefomused to pnonze sport/ reportmg? : e

., The sportswnters outlmed m 178ble )QC[ wha‘t they pe17/e1ved the . . .

'tobe Saneofthewnterscqnentedthatnfthespértmgevmtms

on WMSIOH then coverage pmbably uouldt be in- . papers Another "

pages" ' ""fwhatwouid e o

oomented that "tradition" of - the

- 'ence and mstmcts in trymg t% predﬁt what the pub.hc wants - 4
Certam topxcs are g1ven mre euphas:.s than others on the sports e
pages. Table )O(II reﬂects thlsmi;as\ o ;,_'j-’ D T o

r e - - ) :‘ . i . P i P . .
BT i . X Lo ) : . _ . L
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. TABLE XXI
]
System Used to Priorize Sport Coverage
a .

SYSTEM NO.
Experience 12
The editors decide 10
The igportance of the

event ' - 6
Importance of the Pro

game the previous night 4
Phone calls 2

35.
29.

17.

11.

89
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TABLE XXIT .

4

Areas gﬁzlﬁbhasis on the

Sports.Pages of Toronto

»

League standings

Violence/
Aggression

fe aesthetl
in sport

*24 (72.7%)
*20 (60.6%)

*15 (44.1%)

1 ( 2.9%)

* reflects the most dominant response

STRONG AVERAGE MINOR
- SELECTED TOPICS EMPHASIS EMPHASIS , ~ EMPHASIS
-

Physical fitness 4 (11.8%) 7 (20.6%) *23 (67.6%)

for Canadians . B
Sportsmanship 5 (14.7%)  *17 (50.0%) 12 (35.3%)
Team play 5 (14.7%)  *19 (55.9%)° 10 (29.4%) %
Hero-worship 6 (17,68) 12 (35.33) *16 ‘(47.1%)

9 (27.3%) 0 (0)
4 (12.1%)

9 (27.3%)
11 ;2.4%) 8 (23.5%) .
*17 (50.0%) 16 (47.1%)

©
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Smith (1978) had found that if news releases were printed ', _

~without the .sportswriter or editor doing some form if'rewrite, the '
public interest might not be served since generally all press releases
. . :
are favourable.. He had‘also found that most sportswriters rewrite.the
press releases. A ] é professional baseball games in Toronto, press
releases were given to the press. In Appendix D, there is an example
of such a release.. The sportswriters covering.the game only used the
most important aspects of the release. Outlined are the reports on
the release issued respectively by the Globe and Mai]l, and the Star:
Globe and Mail, May 3rd, 1977: !
'"Velez was selected the Jays' player of the mon\tjx
for April and will be honored at a Labatt's baseball
luncheon next Tuesday."

Toronto Star, May 4th, 1977:

""Otto Velez of the Jays won the first Labatt's

Player of the Month Award with 31 media votes,

Doug Ault was second with 27 and Jerry Garvin

third with 22. Velez gave the $250 that goes o
with the award to the Hart Foundation.'

Should the spoits page; be changed? Are there efforts made to
add variety and to progress? The following responses reflect the sports-
writers' views. Despite the fact that the papers might be making a
profit, 94 percent of the sportswriters felt that this was no reason
to stand still. Eighty-five perceﬁt of them considered it important .
how the §ports pages were put together. However, there were various

opinions’as to the efforts made to add change. Table XXIII outlines

. the efforts attemptéd. Sixty-eight percent of those writers at the

Globe and Mail thought their paper did a greét deal to add variety while

75 percent at the Star felt th?t.very little was being done. Although
/"‘c'
56 percent of the writers felt that the Sports pages of different

91
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TABLE XXIII

.

Efforts to Add Change to the Sports Pages

EFFORTS ' NO. )

1. A great deal 16 . ¥/ 48.5

2. Very little 11 e .33.3
-

3. Changes are cosmetic 5 15.2

4. There's an attempt to .
have lighter content 1 “ . 3.0

92
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newspapers'"“épproached their reporting differently, approximately one-
third considered the papers wrote about the same topics, with approxi-

mately the same amount of space, using the same style, and so forth.
) . . *

The Globe and Mail, in an attempt to bring a female point bf . ..

view to sports and te get more coverage for females, hired a female

1

columist. It also added two columns per paper. It ran'a regular-fi'ti

ness colum and attempted to delve more mto the bxslzmess aspect of e

- sport. ' ° ' ‘ . ' °
The Toronto Sun' gdal was to write short, concise articles. =«
K They .tried different layouts. One of the editors admitted, "You're pro-
baly right. .We tend toward the sensational. A tabloid tends to sensa-
tiqnalize.t _\“ . |
“ The ‘Torénto Star writers admitted lit;tle was done to add

variety. One editor §aid, "... we can't vary content" while the' othe:*r
statéd there wasn't eﬁou@vvariety and state.d~that there was so much
mandatory -space that it wasn't ‘éasy to add variety articles.

The writers were al'so‘ asked if they considered the sports pages
to be actually unpaid-fot; advertising. The majority (53 peréént) agreéd
with this. -

Fmally, the writers were asked for their opinions as to how
sportswntmg in Toronto could be mproved The followmg suggestlons

were pr&senfed

’ 1o and Mail
- "'I‘here should be less emphasis on the Blue
. on amateur sport.'" T

'"We should have shorter stories."

""There should be less emphasis on matchmg a story that's
been scooped. "

93
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Do not put people into beats too early, We either
go everboard or don't do enough "o .

L3

*  "Bring in new bﬂ)od at the orgamzational level.,"

"Interchange sportswnters w1th general wnters "

* '"Let the sportswriter work under a news editor."

'Be less traditional." ' .z

/

s

'Have ‘better writers."

* '"Writers tend to glorify athletes too much then
come down hard on them."

The ‘Toronto Star

: "'!}iaye profession'al.developﬂént daysy' - -
Have specialists like the European writers." -
"Give more direction to young writers." t\-/

* . ""There should be more experimenfatior\
"Hire better writers." ' u )

* 'Have more investigative writ.ing;"'

The Toronto Sun , | i

*  'Have a less traditional staff." . % T

* '"Hire better writers.'’ i<

* '"Place more amateur emphasis." _ f}v
. . o, \ {e
* ‘'Have less outside edito'rs' influence " . i g

' The sportswnters were qu1te serious in makmg ﬁfése @;uggestlons

' and smcerely felt that if t.he recarmendatmns V(ere enacted sports-b

]

writing in ’I’oronto could be nnproved

-y )
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, Writers.

DISCUSSION
#

AN ~ .
A General Description of ,the Spdrts®riters in Toronto

In an ideal situation, regardless of the pro_fess:;ic.m;umantgf-
ment seeks to hire people who possesg the highest qualificatioﬁs. .
It is very rare, hou;ever, that individuals of this type coﬁie along

and, in most instances, ;nanage'ment must compromise and hire the best

of what is available. This is also true in the hiring of sports-

.
t

Or;e of thé &ditors interviewed somewhat facetiously stated
that his ideal sportswriter wo.uld be "‘3 persdn who had a degree in
bl"ness admjnistration, a str:ong an?gasis on contractual law, two
years as a show business critic h_nd could write". However, he
realized that he would _have to settle for the best person possible.

e\l'he fact that the papers in Toronto hired 80 percent of the

_writers who had some form of advanced éducation (the majority of whom
had practical writing and work experience) and thé fact that papers
were not hiri;1g people just because they had been former athletes,
are not indicative of "recfuitment at its lowest levels', or the
posséssion of "intellectual poverty' (;Shectei', 1970). It may still
be argued whether the best people are being hired but it is diffi-
.'cult to state the opposite. Also, while it miy be debatable whether
sportswriters are the equal to newswriters (sportswritéfs may in fact
be bettg;' journalists ‘th'an the nerbswritefs), they are equals in regard
to salar’:y. This may bé indicative that the industry itself considers
- them to be equal journalists although, as shall be seen later, there

© 95
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X
are less demands by sports editors on sportswriters as there are

by.the editors in other departments.

-Gelfaﬁd (1969) steted that it was important for writers to
“have thought about and taken a stand on issues that affected the
eocial environhent of sport, such as,‘violehce, emphasis on winning,
sportsmansb}p and the emphasis on the star athlete. HoweVer, it
was not strongly.apparent in discussion with the sports editors or
the writers in Toronto that this was importan Some may say that

Gelfand takes too academic an approach to the situation. This may

be true since he teaches at a university in the United States.
However, he is a former sportswriter and sports editor‘himself and
somehow has come to believe that sportswriters should de more ana-
lytical thinking about their jobs. One of the more e}petienced
sportswriters in Toronto selected by his peers as being oﬁe of the
best in the city, might have attested tq‘this omission of a well-
thought-out aﬁproach_tq the jéb when he sfeted, "You know I've been
writing sports in this city for 13 years and I've never thought about
ailot of these questipns you're ésking."‘ At times, academics irrita;ej
people in the "real" world because they do nof live under the dairf*
pressures experlenced by bu51ness people, part1cular1y newspaper

people who, because of constant deadllnes may not be able to conduct ™
their activities in the ideal way. However, Gelfand has lived in the
real world and his opinions are worthy of serious consideration. Also

as evidenced in the Unesco conference on 'Mass Medla in a Violent

World" (Burnet 1971), when academics and journalists are brought

together the lively discussion usually produces positive recommendations.

If length of service is jndicative of sound hiring procedures,

96



the one baper in Téronto, the‘Star, has sound yﬂSQBdures. The paper
has a low turnover rate. Apparently, there iéva'ébod working relation-
kship between the writers, they‘are approxima%ely the same age and all
are being paid over $20,000.00 per year._ They are also able to buy
shares iq:the paper and they have an oPeh well-1lit working area Eo
write in. Prior to Seing hired, all of the writerg had extensive figld
and writing experience and the majority had either a diploma in journa-
lism or a university degree. .

On the other hand the Globe and Mail had a reasonably high
turnover rate. During the temm of th1s study, three of the writers who
were hired, having less than four years previous working experience in
sport, left the business. They had worked at the Globe for i\three-Year
‘time period. One left because of poor direction from management and
another ultimately resigned because of a lack of expérienc; with the
sport milieu. In the hiring stage, the management of this ﬁaper looked
for people who could write. Their attitude was if people ‘®uld write,
then they could write spdrt. Therefore, there might be some signifiqance
to the point that people leave sportswriting due to a lack of prev1ous
writing experl;nce in sport. Whether this is good. or bad for sports-
writing is questionable since on the one hand there is 1nstab111ty and
1nexper1ence in staffing, yet on the other hand, fresh 1deas and new

approaches are brought into the department.

The Sportswriters' Perceptions of Media Impact

Berelson (1972) had considered that the media tended to influ-

ence the public's thinking on peripheral issues rather than those
v
developed upon long standing opinions and attitudes, to a degree, we
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-see this evident in the sports pages in yﬁ There is a strong

tradition in the c1ty for g?lf 12t L Tog o "Argonauts football team.

B
=3
Y i

’
Almost a familial reld\lonsﬁ
City. Despite the\:' sse

at the games has not be

.@ - «
support "their" Arg\%s Or\the other hand, the Toronto Toros was a new

hockey club to the city. The fact that the people of Toronto did nog
ha&g a long time to become accustomed to the‘teéﬁxplus the perception
that the team participated in an inferior league, did not increase
attendance despite the éoverage givenbby the press. This qualifies
Péladeau's (1970) statement that coverage increases attendance. It ;Z
-obvious that other factors must be considered.

The in-depth articles that were written on agent abuse and thé
squanderiné of\N.H.L. funds assisted in bringing about change. The
semblance of a social Tesponsibility in the sports pages was evident
here helplng negate the strong criticism of Edwards (1969) and Beddoes
(1970) and supporting Shaw's (1975) contentions that the sports pages
were changing and takingéa more respon51ble position

Francis (1967) and Andelman (1974) maintained that the writers

could have an 1mpact unknown to the public, by not reportmg certain

issues or ?ac;s. It is an ethical question whether to reveal personal .

t

characteristics of an athlete to the public but in the instance of the

“Toronto Maple Leaf hockey playeyne pub},gc was not given the complete

picture and consequently, a difffrent image of the qthlet:- was portrayed.
" A significant percentage of the writers (72 percent) considered .

that the sports pages m Toronto assisted in fostering the violenge that

existed in sport. The prmtmg of ﬁones and the use of photos promoted

~
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rath‘er than criticized the violw_ce. ‘Y‘he editors invariably stated -
that the pictures of hockey .fights were placed in the papers because \ ,

they were either ''good action shots" o?'\artistit" chever, it is

~ difficult to belle\(g.zthat with the soph1st1cated Camera equipnent and
talented photog)‘aphers that exist in Toronto that more positive and ¥
healthy action and artistic shots-could not be taken. In all probabi-
lity, the real reasons why these pictures are used are, as Geen (1977)
suggests, they are functional an® provide variety or some vicarous
enjoyment to thé reader. If the assessment of 72 percent of the writers
is to be accepted, then the management of the three Toronto newspapers .
must make a decision whether or not they are going to continue foste'ring
sport violence by the manner of the repotging that is presently being
used. | )

Some writers stated that the manner in which violend® in

0 hockey was being criticized was very hypocritical.'. At one time, tﬁe . ' *
writers, reported the fighting in a light manner, but because of the
European influence, they were now.very critical. However, if writers \
and their editors had previously tgken a stand on-violence as Gelfand
(1969) had suggested fhen the 'flip flop' might not have occurred and
the so-called journalism professmn could have "educated“ the public

about violence in sport. -

Im summary, the writers' perceptions are that the sports pages
have an impact on the public. The degree of impact is difficult to
determme and is probably dependent upon several variables such as the
educational and social‘backg'rjomd of the readers (Defleur and Rokeach, <

1975).



pap,er doesn't try to be sensational but the others Yo", occurred but

Y ) . . - . p
) ' -~

The Role and Function of the Sportswriter

L] Yy '”"'Q

Throughout the dlscussmn with the sp&rtswriters it appeared

that~they were- tmﬁrtv be- verytandtd—tbout—thmjob and ﬂfEIT—i‘O‘Ie_ -

At times, there was some~b.;$s showing. For example remarks like, '"‘our

on the whole a broad perspective was taken. o a‘

: This was evidenced when a reasonable pro.po on, however not a
m;jority of -the writers, particularly thc.)se with a university edq;é4
tion, were eritical of themselva>s a group. One can. only speculate

as to why the writers with a university education were more critfcal

than the others. Perhaps, the nature of a university educat itself

generally fosters a more reflective and analytical approa These
individuals saw that sportswriting could be more than what it was if
people with more news responsibility were in the job and if there was

more social commentary. Those writers with a diploma in journalism who

had been trained to be news peofale' were generally opposed to the criti- -

cism suggested in the literature on the sportswriters' lack of respon-
[ 4

“‘,b'ility and lack of social commentary which could reflect a degree of

e
L]

defensiveness on their part.

The sportswriters, while supportive of the newspaper's role to
» . .

“inform the public about sport, were not‘totaliy‘s@ortiire of _'i:heir

role to educate and influence the public about sport. These responses
to their educational and influential role ance again do not indicate
the majority of the sportswriters in Toronto feel they have a social

responsibility function to play. It was noteworthy to see that two-

third:-y" of the writers felt the newspaper's role was to reflect the public's
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vagtitude about Sport. Howehr, no foml quesnoanaires o% surveys ary

o8 conéhcted ona regular basis to neas.ul‘e the pubhc*’s attltude '__'

-

Sy
~The respondents were gd%'rally conscientxous abom sportswriters .

having the, quality of integrity. McF:ﬁ‘lane (1955), Anaelmn (197&) and |
" Cosell %19‘74) had crit:.cned the )ntegn*y of the wmefs for cummm- R

sing the1r ob3ect1v1ty with the sport estabhshment. . Tf‘ ficf that "" ) A e .
many spOrtswnters are concemed about tlhs nﬂ the steps that have been

taken“to assist mamtenmte of thls mtegnty, such- as payx& their own

way, ar® positive sxgns ';oward iulf111mg theu' Joumalisuc responsib1-
dm L, 3 .

-o .o e oy
‘ s

lities.

Ghose (1974) had stated that an mterest in- sport was an mpor-

tant quahty for a spor‘swnter while McGonngle (1975) ~ment10ned tgg .
~ a humourous, light wntmg approach was ﬁportant The krtswnters'
fecond strongest- dislike of sportswntmg concemed those wnters who

did not show tﬁ' is mterest in sport and who took everythmg too ser1ously

These statements have mphcatmns for lu}ing persomel thﬂ\e Sports
depirtment not only for, havmg gqod sportswnters but also for hav:.ng

B S i W A
ahappy staff. ( L IR L

" Having a Sound kmwledge of sport was® ‘not lzsted as one of the
qualities required to be"a succeds ful sportswrlter ngone would d15e- ' x
agree that a knavledge of 'sport is 1mportant The qlistionable pomt

B 3‘, _o" VR

would be the degree of. knouledge nequn'ed Colmhrsts p051t10ns are
ndg given to mexpenenced unknowledgeable spor$w1ters When they

are, the colum1st is out of his/her league as many writers felt one”

young columrst was who after bemg g1ven the JOb mth 11tt1e sport k,ow

ah 4

uledge soon left the pos1tibn bhny of the wnters would say that the e

C 2

know;edge of a partu:ular sport could be leamed on the job However,

‘e " . . E



Jresponsible ré;orting would dictate a thorough knowledge‘df the subject
"area and even aniqagathy with the\@gjor actors. To acquire this empa-
thy one erstﬂiile sport journalist, 6;;¥ge Plimpton, has launched him-
self into the professioﬁal sport environment and assumed the role of
athletes in different sports. It would hppeér to be a very unnatural,
irresponsfble roie of a sportswrifér, in fact any writer, to stand back
and act as an éll-knowing critic without having an empathy for the pres-
sures and problems a participant has to go through; especially whén
“the media never give anything back to society in p¥ecise1y the fomn
*in which it occurred (Burnet, 1971:9). To do so fails to portraf or
reflect reality which the reporter is responsible for doing. At the
least, his criticigm should be tempered/to reflect the human condition.
Pulitzer (1904) maintained that writers should not just report
facts but should put these into context and offer opinions. Both the
writers and editors generally agreed with this. However, again respon-
sible reportiné would dictate that the writer offer an opinion provided

it was an informed opinion which can only be acquired'through leaming,

L]
«

experience or a cbpbination of ‘the two.

~"  The sportswriters had stated that at tiﬁe stories were written
'tﬁif did not report both'EEQes of a story. A%though sportswriters are
reprimanded by editors if this is done, it is rare that someone if

]
fired.

Shecter (1970) implied that there was a strong need for the
writers to be closely associated with the athletes while Francis (1967)
.had stéted that this infatuation soon disappeared. While the writers
enjoyed beihg associated Qith wéll-knéwn people, they soon realized
that the athletes were only people and like all people, there were some
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good ones and some bad ones. However, some questionable characters
arqlheld up to be heroes which tends not to reflect reality.
‘With the vast scope of 2§ort today, it would seem that the only

thing holding back the innovativg ways of reporting sport is a lack of

imaéination, daring and foresight. But because this innovat;on is not
present to a large extent in Toronto, there exists the ”bofedom”, the
""repetitive nature of fhingsd and the '"'lack of variety'" which is causing
some writers to leave the business. The word 'some" must be emphasized
for as shall be seen, fhe Toronto Star é&mits that it adds little vari-
ety, yet the turnover in staff is 16w, ‘Obviously, other benefits keep
the writers at the Star. B
Finally, the majority of the writers felt that they could

improve their work if they had the opportunity to discuss common issues

and acquire new ideas, approaches and technique. For example, one

topic worthy of discussion would be: 'Who should be the targets of cri- '

ticism?'. The Sportswriters had various opinions. 'However, none of
thexihree newspapers provided this opportunity for discussion and after

sp§hking with the editors, they were not fully awate of the need.

\

The \&iter's Personal Views of Sport

, The majority of writers did not have a deeply considered per- .
sonal philosophy of sport. Their total concept of sport as it applied
to the professional level was that it was entertaimment. Tﬁe social
values of sport and the place of sport in society, were not part of

the writers' philosophies as these bertéined to professional sport.

One editor stated that sportswritets did not require a pﬁiloso— A

phy of sport. Other than Gelfand (1969), none of the literature listed



M?‘“‘“having‘a philosophy of sport as a requirement to be a sportswriter,
However, it seems reasonable to suggest that a w;iter's perceptions of
sport will affect his interpretatidh ofpsgorting events no matter how

-objective he/she tries to pé. .
f Professional sport is generally held up as a role model fo; )
amateurs to follow because in most circles of ‘society, professional
sport fepresents-fhe-best. But'the writers in Toronto, in comparing

“

$To sporf to entertainment, seem to dowdElay this leadership role of

o~

the professionals.

’

This“phildsophical~approach to the jbb\appears shallow in light
of ;ke social and cultural significance'of sport in society. Possibly,
it is one of the reasons wﬂy the writers seek to emphasiie and highlight
the star performance or tﬁe hero rather than the team ;oncépt because
this is what the drama or moQie critic does. |
€  £ Y The one sportswriter who had expressed quite a meaninéful philo-
sophy toward sport stated that many qualitiegkwere seen "under circum-
stances of little long-range impqrtanceﬁ. The events, in themselves
and as® they relatevto the fans, in all probaﬁility "have little long -
range importance'". In fact, they are pften soon forgotten. However,
it is questionable whether the many athletes who competé in'sport frqm /
the amateur to pro level, sometimes under vefy demanding situé%ions, <:::::>’p/{
would consider their experiences to have little long-range Personal

importance. In many instances, and I am sure the sportswriters would -

- agree, the memories and achievements have a great deal of long lasting

meaning.

o
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The Ethical StandardsJSE??BS?iswriting in Toronto  \

;
Shecter (1970) stated that the writers failed to\criticize

a

athletes bécéﬂse they had to live with them every day. arlane (1955)

I « and Cosell (1974) claimed that gra}uitieS”andﬂéifts were accepted from

people the writers were to objectively analyze. H6WeVEf,'ihe rocedures -
that the papers have implemented, some more Stringent than othexs, is

a positive step forward in maintaining their objectivity and ulti

their integrity. , —

The papers appear to be on strong financial ground and are tﬁgre-
» fore in a good position to maintain their viewpoi;ts. However, in
speaking to the writers and sports editors, pressure to write certain
articles or to gi&e ﬁore expoﬁure to certain events doés not come .from
outside inflﬁences Sut more from internal influences, namely upper mana-
gement of the paper. In on péper, upper management consistéd of base-
ball fans who wantédg;he baseball team to be given more coverage. In
another, the man;giﬁéAeditor controlled the .sports department.
| Since the athletes an& sport.ﬁanagement consider the sportswriter
to be a "necessary evil" or_a "pain in the neck', it appears that it
would take time for the siS(_frtswriter to ?e\;elop a .'rapport‘wi'th, or win
the confidence of these'individualg. Any sportswriter stérting the job
should not expect to be immediately respected by the sport eétgblish—
ment. | | | s :
There have been many complaints about baseball writers serving
as chief scorers at baseball events. The complaint: 'How can these

writers serve two masters?'. Two of the three Toronto papers will not

allow their writers to act in this role. The other cannot see any'wron
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in this. This would scem to be a conflict of interest and the paper's
sincerity in maintaining an am's length relatlonshlp 1s thus question-
able. Even though the management of the papers is trylng to keep an

am's lengthnaway,,th1s is no guarantee that all wrlters are following
the practice. As noted, some writers have written articles in programs
and others have accepted special trips.4 This confirma that social

roles, nomms, goals and the reward ahd punishment system in the organi-
zation may set conditiohs ahgnconsequences of action but they do not

necessarily determine action.

-~

Edwards' (1969) statement that nelther the writer nor the edltor
11kes to be 'beaten" on a story is Very evident 1n'Toronto There .
appears to be fear for being beaten on a story. Even though the writersrs
’ felt.that competition was healthy, some admitted that it was the cause
fbr _some writers wr1t1ng a story without all the facts or not gettlng
both sides of a story.” One writer had felt that the pros fed on the
competition between the papers and that 1t was poss1b1y one’ of the rea-
sons why the papers did not want to gamble and add more varlety and
perhaps even give the amateurs more coverage. It is ironic that the
iarge majbrity of writers and editors'infToronto felt that sport should’
.not bq taken too seriously, yet they take tMe competition so ‘sei'ioﬁsly.
It is_eyven more ironic since the publié is not directly concerned.

‘Gréenwood (1957) also stated that one of the aspects of a job
- being classified as a profession, wag the establishment and existence.
of a formal code of ethics. Sportswriters .in Toronto do not abide'by
any official code of“ethics other than their own papers' policies’ and

the laws relating to libel and defamation.




The Content of the Sports Pages

Another criticism leveled at sportswriters wa:_:xtheif poor qua-
lity of writing. Shecter (1970) stated that a great deal of the writing

was "bland" "cliché ridden" and Macbougall (1972) said it was ''gibbe-

Tish'.. However, Red“Smth (1976) countered that with the descriptive .~

11bert'¥ allowed m sportswriting, some of the best writing on any
giveti":iay could be found in the sports pages. The writers themselvesv
" admitted that the writing could be enhanced. In their rec'cxm\e‘—ndations
as to how the sports pdges could be improved, writers from each of the
staffs suggested that better writefé be hired. One sports editor
admitted that his paper had the poorest writers Jn the city and that
evetl his writing style was not the best. Another paper, ‘in 'its hiring
procedures for the sportswriting staff, seemed to be looking strictly
for good writers, with the rationale that if thé'){"" };ad good writers,
they could develop their skills so they would be good sportswriters.
The paper seemed to be going to the opposite end of the continuum,
neglecting some of the otker important qualjitiés necessary to be a godd
'sportswnter, as noted earlier. - | ' |
However, the questlon arises why would good writers be attracted
to write in the Sports departments rather than in other departments of
"~ the newspapérs'é Apparently, more Iit;érél opportunities for freedom of :
expressmn plus less mterference by the edltors in the: wntten copy
are motivational factors. It appears though that w1th thlS lessened
interference by the sports editors, the sports departments are working
at cross purposes. On the one hand, the editors want good writipg to |

occur, yet on the other, they are not as demandir_xg"fafs editors in other
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departments E1ther it id true tlmt it matters little how the sports
pages are put togethex: ot 1ncanpet\w t l;po;'ts editors ‘are tolerated by
the papers, which only reinforces t\xe first point. o

The writers appeared to take\ pride in thelr work‘ Although
they.admitted that sportswrltmg could be mproved they disagreed
that it was devoid of any merit since (there were many good sportswriters
in Toronto. Fisher, a noted political columist, placed the writing of

sport in perspective when he said:

to the level of political journalism. Neither\one
is consistently excellent but it is fair (1969

I would say that the level of sports journalism, F
particularly in the larger newspaper, is canpgi::/v
With respect to the actual stories that are reported, there is -
no calculated procedure,used to determine what is covered. In the end,
the editors decide and their decisions are ultimately based upon the
traditional t:overage of sport (Smith, 1976). As Smith (1976) had also
~ discovered the wrlters hesitated to attach a percentage to the break-
down between professmnal verstls amateur and Canadian versus Amencan
coverage as they felt that the most -newsworthy story should be given
foverage Many writers, though believing that amateur sport should be

re coverage criticized the organization of amateur sport speci-

y m its cmmlcatlons methods with the media. At the’tlme of

" . the writers were attemptmg to acquire information on

(1971), Lev*hzt ( 1) an Raymnd (1971) supported on the interest of
the media to cow:‘e ateur sport but the érustratlon in attempting

to get the .mfomation.
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It was also interesting'tdjnote the ;;picszthat were given prio-

rity in the Toronto papers. League standing » viojence and the emphasis

on winning were given strong emphasis. Two ‘items, which concerned the
\ N

n

'values' in sport, namely team play and sportsmanship, were éiven

..average sis. - This -is also ironic because in team sports. these
. " ) 3

two qualities or values are essential to the sport and the .sport culture.

Wh; they are not given stronger emphasis might be indicative that all

three newspapers are somewhat guilty of emphasizing the sensational.

There was diverse opinion as to the attempts made to add variety
. .

to the‘sports pages in Toronto. One paper had problems with space. It
would be ideal if the sports-departmepts had the space required to add
gverything that cog}d be covered‘but since all the space is not avail;,
able, possibly cohsidg;ation could be given to curtailing standings and .
box scores and giving less coverage to the pros wﬁich many writers have
cléssified as "'unpaid adveftising”. The findings of this study indicate
'that the Torohtq Sun leans toward the sensational, particularly, in
headings. Even thdugh it has somé of the best writers in the city, the
Star is. the most traditional and conservative paper and admits it adds
little varlety, while the Globe and Mall is the most experlmental, inno-
vatlve and offers the most in-depth reporting espec1ally since it has
a large staff that has the time to research stories.

The writers themselves gave some p051t1ve suggestions as to
1mprOV1ng sportswrltlng in Toronto. These are self-explanatory, but
they gmphasize two points: the sports pages could be less fraditional,.

and better writers could be hired or trained.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to provide an occupational ana-

lysis of the sportswriter. Tﬂe city of Toronto, Canada, was chosen

as the 51te for the study because it's one of the few locations where

there are three thriving newspapers. Each paper features a large sports

staff and all papers cover both professional and amateur sport. Obser-

vation technique and in-depth interviews were used in the data gather-

. ing phase.

® . . . . .
Sportswriters were observed in the field and in their

office. Interviews were conducted with 35 of the sportswriters using

a questionnaire designed specificallys for this project. The question-

naire explored six major facefs 6f the sportswriter's job, namely:

a)

/ b)

c)
d)
e)
f)

Conclusions

A general description of the sportswriter;

The sportswriters' perceptions of media 1mpact
The role and function of the sportswriter;

The writer's personal views of sport;

The ethical standards of sportswriting in Toronto;

The content of the sports pages.

2

9 v 9

When the one sportswrlter selected- by his peers as being one

of the best in the city, stated that during 13 years of sportswrltlng

he had not considered many of the questions preserted to him, this
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reaction seemed to testify to the value of a study of this nature.
Because of their obsession with being beaten by other papers and

the- lack of opportunltles for professional development or group thlnk
sessions, the sportswrlters do not take the time to reflect on their
. ‘jobs or‘to experiment with new ideas. As a result of j is'dilenma,
traditional approaches to sportswriting are perpetuated, with profes—
sional sport receiving exten51ve coverage, pictures of flghts being
dlsplayed the herg be1ng empha51zed and so forth.

The results indicate that the average sportswriter in Toronto
has a post secondary school education; makes over $20, 000 per year;
believes that the’medla 1nf1uence the public; ma;aﬁglns that his func-
.tion. is, to .inform, entertain and reflect; has an undeveloped phlloso~
phy of sport follows only a personal code of ethics; has average
wr1tlng ability; is looking for leadership from his superiers ,and,
‘believes thatesﬁe content of the sports pages has not ged signifi-

cantly over the years.

Contrary to Wﬁé} McFarlane (1955), Edwards (1969), Cosell (1974),

Shecter (1970) and others maintain, the sportswriters are not "hucksters'.

Through the policies of their newspapers, they are attempting to main-
tain en’anm;sllength relationship with the sport establishment in order
to protect their objectivity and integrity ‘

As a group, they realize that thelr writing could be 1mproved
but it is not as undlsc1p11ned as some of the 11terature 1mp11es They
agree that it does not require a former athlete to be a good sports—

wr1ter but they maintain that an interest in sport is essential. The

respondents also claimed that having a well-rounded educational back-

ground was important but that practical experience and writing ability -

' £,
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were more important. ©

Many of the writers agreed with Edwards' (1969) assessment that
sportswriters do not ﬁossess a social conscience in that they do not
adequately reflect'many'of the social issues of sport today. One of
the major reasons for this is the writers and their newspapers have
not previgusly thought about and decided upon many of the important .
issues of sport. They furthe?zagreed that professional sport is given
a great deal of cover;ge and that amateur sport is not organized irn
keeping the™media up-to-date on what is occurring.

Although there are sportswriters in Toronto who are 'profes-
sional' and exhibit journalistic professionality, as a result of the
%indings‘the field of sportswriting cannot be formally classified as
a profession. Alghough there is a special form of training to be a
journalist, it is not required that everyone go througb this training
and there is no widely accepted formal training to Become a sports-
writer. There is also no formal service ideal to which the sports-
writers can dedicate' themselves, no esfﬁblished code of ethics and no
professional orgénization, sther than iﬁ ﬁame only, that p}amofes~$he

autonomy of both the organization and its individual members.

e newspaper industry, a; of any industry,

is to survive. Survival means ﬁakiﬁg a profif. The secbndary goal

is for the industry to grow and‘expand, which in turn, increases profit.

" The cycle perpetuates itsélf. Survival and growth, however, are rudimen;
tary goals..‘lf an industry is to survive over the long ferm, it must‘

look for_ofher goals. One of these is to have a concern for the
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environment in which the industry exists, to be community oriented and

responsible, '

The sports pages in Canada are assisting the newspaper 1:ndus—
try to -n;(e a profit in Toronto, These pages are also growing in
terms of audience appeal, now being. the thiyrd most -read section of the
néwspaper. It appears from thi's study that the sports pages in Toronto
have aI;o begun to look towafd other goals. They are maintaining a
respectable distance from the sport establishment a:id diSplaying a’
social conscience, such as exposing agent abuses of athletes. ThQsports
pages\ in Tororito now have the potential and power to develop into being -
more responsible and/A imaginative if they can be orgamzed properly.

They have the opportunity to bring a Canadian way to sport reporting
which has long been influenced by the American medla '

The manner in which sport is reported can contribute to the
social enviromment in which sport is played. For example, if violence
is condoned, there is the possibility that the practice of violence
can be #inforced. Many of the sportswriters stated that the function
of the sportswriter was to "put things into perspective'. Looking at
the broader context, this means putting sport into perspective which
can only ‘be done by supplying answers to the following basic questions:
"How. does sport fit into our environment? How should sport be ‘played?
What is the meaning of sport? It means that the emphasis of reporting
be shifted from considering a sporting: event as an isolated incident to
looking at it in the context of the common QShls of sport and a healthy
sport environment. The manner or process in‘which.sport acit_ivity‘ is
‘reported in Canada is very important to Canadian éociety. Whether in

sport, politics or business, when dealing in hmangifairs, process of
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action is just as important if not more important than product or

results of action.

If the sport's departmenfs in Toronto decide to strive for loftier
goals to improve, it is evident that better leadershlp and planning is
requlred at all three newspapers.  In the management of any smmd orga-
nizatfon, objectives are establi and evaluated and the employees
are g1ve|? regular opportunities w1th senior management to review these
obJectlves and their own personal ﬁrfoﬁnance The employees are also
g1ven an opportunity to grow in the1Jr jobs by periodically takmg, courses
or seminars, funded by management to ‘expand their horizons and acquire
new ideas. Despite the fact that the majority of sportswmters in .
Toronto have considerable. expenence they require leadershlp “and regu-
lar opportumtxes to talk about common concerns. 1f changes are no®

made in management's Style, sportswriting in Toronto will remain static.

Recommendations

P4

The following are a mumber of recommendations offered toward x
the advancement of sportswrltmg in Toronto. Most of these suggeptions )
have been made by the sportswriters themselves:
1. Estab11slment of well—defl.rﬁed p051t10ns on important
issues in sport such as: violence wmnmg, sportsmarr- |
ship, team play, drugs, amateur versus professmnal

and so forth. These positions would not only form a.

o focal point for the writers to base their reporting,

but would also help to av01d the fllp-flop positions

bemg taken by the press' on these issues. :

U

s
2. Restructurmg of its professional organization that
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then resourcg material that would assist the writers !

in improving their craft. A regular newsletter would a

be helpful even if it was compo;d of a series of pho'%

(;Opled artlcles pertlnent to Journahsm
e
Improved leadership by the sports. editors in co-ordina-

ting pericdic discussion periodsswhere common concerns

could be broached and in demﬁndmg and asmstmg the

writing of better art1c1es : “s-m

Inviting of guest s akers from various fleld Qf sport

,Ull

to talk to the writkrs (e g. sport SOClOlOngtS f;gaches,

vfficials, national leaders of amateur sport, pro en

writers, specialists on media impact). »

The discreet use of.pictures on fighting which, if over

used, are negative, unimaginative and @ 1little to pro-
mote a heal;.hy Sport environment. If fighting picturés
are used, posslbly headmgs or descnptmns could .

also be used tv discredit the action.

. ~Establishment ¢f more sophisticated and re-gular‘:proce.-

dures for surveying reader intgrést and for evaluating.

the effecfivexless of the sports pages with the readers.
A contest could be rui with the readers asking for dif-
ferent ideas to ’impx_wove ~t11e sports pages. Por example,
there might be some merit in having rotating cub

reporters who report on kid sports along the 11nes of

the telev151on program: "Kuh Are People Too"

Periodic assignwent of sportswnters to other departments

mn

"o
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‘to provide variety and an opportunity to work and learn

from'other editors.

Surveying of the athletes, coaches, and sports manage-
ment to understand what they consider to be responsible
reporting. For example, many athletes on team sports
might not considgr it responsible to emphasize the indi-
vidual or to only go to the 'star's' cubicle after a
team event.

Hiring of more people who have a well-rounded educational
background, writing ability, and anAinterest and strong
knowledge of sport andiits value. For example, there .
are many physical education graduates who wish to

write sports. Possibly, a sportswriting stream mighé

be developed within é‘physical education program at a
university or commmity collegeAwhere apprenticeship
expérience in sportswrifing could be given. This would
allow physical educators who 'rail and bleat among them-
selves about how poorly sport is covered in the mass
media" (Smiih and Blackman, 1978:79) to actively parti-
cipate in-affecting change.

Establishment of a code of ethics and service 1deal

The code would have to be based upon what the sports-
writer dogs, therefore, a qs;aéled task analysis of the

sportswriter's role would have to be done first. A

person skilled in problem-solving and task analysis
could be contracted to work with a selected group of

. writers, possibly some of the best ones as noted earlier,

£
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11.

12.

13.

to develop a draft code to be later reviewed and
accepted by the sportswriters at large. Development
.and adherence to a code of ethics will not only give
common positive direction to all writers but will also
certainly add to the professional status of the job.
Taking a healthier approach to competition. Realizing
that competition is a fact of life, if there is a
preoccupation with it, it can have its negative effects.
It appears that the sports pages in Toronto are being
led more by the competition than by sgund, well-thought
out principles and approaches.

Since space at the papers is at a premium, in order to
give wide coverage of sporting events, some acceptablé
modifications to the box and line scores might free up
more space.

Future studies conducted on sportswriting might consider
the following: |

a) A detaiied content analysis of the sports pages to
determine what is beiﬁg reported. Possible areas for
examination would be: the relationship between profes-
sional and amateur coverage; Canadian versus American
coverage; the types of sports given coverage; the number
and types of articles that present a sociological pers-
pective. ‘ .

b) A more in-depth participant observation study might
be doné where the researcher becqpes an active member

of a sports staff (e.g. assistant beat reporter) for a
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- six to twelve month time period. A more penetrating
analy51s could then be done. | .
c) A comparison between sportswri;ers and newswriters '
would shed more conclusive evidence of the professional

status of each area.

d) Athletes, coaches and sport management in Toronto

could be interviewed to determine their perceptions

of sportswriting in Toronto

e) The strength of a soc1éty is to have its people

‘motivated by common prlnciples and goals. Slmllarly,

the strengthof sport is to have all its participants

(e.g. athletes coaches, , SpoTrtswriters, fans, sports
admmlstrators off1c1als) part1c1pat1ng accordmg to

common prmc1p1es and goals. A major study could be .
conducted on a represenfative sample ;f all paf/ticipants

in sport to determine ‘how close they are to havipg ény

common 'approaches.
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Letter of Introduction Forwarded to the Sports Editors BN
»  of the Three Toronto Newspapers

-

Dear

I am a Physical Education graduate student at “he University of
erta working toward my M.A., degree. As part of that degree, it is
a frequirement to Complete a thesis. The topisfl would like to write
oy is "An Occupational Analysis of.the Sportswriter".

. It is my opinion that sportswriters have an important role to
play in sport, but little is known about them. I would appreciate the
opportunity to be able to conduct my study with the staff of your
newspaper .as well as the sport staffs of the other two Toronto
newspapers. What would be involved would be interviewing the sports-
. wggters and, on'occasion,~observing them both in the office and on the
- J N - . . .

Next week, I shall contact you by telephone,fg,explain in more’
detail the aspects of the project and to seek your permission to
conduct the study with your mewdpaper. o

Yours Sincerely,
|

Terry Valeriotg" '
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SPORTSWRITERS AND EDITORS IN TORONTO
WHO PARTICIPATED IN THIS STUDY
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GLOBE AND MAIL

Al Abel

Dick Beddoes
Christie Blatchford
Neil Campbell

Jim Christie

Clark Davey

Jim Gol}d

" Jeff Goodman

Al Halberstadt
Jeff Labow
Nora McCabe
Larry Millson
Paul Patton
Dick Proctor
Don Ramsey
Jim Vipond

Ed Waring

- Scott Young .
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- THE STAR

Len Coates

Arlie Keller

Jim Kernaghan

Rick Matsumoto

Ken McKee - ‘
Rex McLeod

Frank Orr

Jim Proudfoot

Al Ryan

Al Sokol

THE SUN

Kaye Corbett
Rick Fraser

Trent Frayne
George Gross
Pat Hickey

Bruce O'Neill
Paul Polango
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QUESTIONNAIRE o

1. Name of Ex}lployer:
2. Size of sﬁort staff:  eo, R
3. Age: -
4, Hiéhest level of education background: o e | _ /
5. Number of years in newépaper sporfswriting: L . { ]
6. Previous work expérience prior to being s
hired by this newspaper: :
(Start fr.om last job)
i) Name of employer: ‘ , ' . _ - B ‘
ii)" Description of job: o - 5. | ‘
i) Name _6f, employer _
ii) Descript~ion of job: J
7. - Pagt athletic experience:
8. How and why did you initially get mvolved in | : / /
sportswriting? : _
9. What quallflcatlons did you requlre to be h1red
by this newspapers’? ,
S ) ' 4 _ !
How, in your opini‘op, should a person prepare him/herself

+ 10.

for a.career in sportswriting in Toronto?

h ]

a
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The following is a series of statements made by individuals on-
the media and sportswriters. Could you circle the number which
best expresses the way things are today in Toronto.

Strongly Agree  Agree ‘Neither Agree Diéagree Strongly -
‘ nor Disagree Disagree

5 Ty, A BT , L o

11. Sports are games. Don't téke them-seriousiy (Shecter, 1970:78)2.
(5 4 321)

| 12.  Sports could be more fun for the spectator if players concentrated
just on the skills of the game. _

(54 3 2 1)

13. .... the miles and miles of space,dévoted annually to the spérts
news in the nation's newspapers is actually'unpaid-for advertising -
(MacDougall, 1972:469). , - ‘ 1

(54 3 2 1)

14. . Many editors are addicted to the insistence of yellow journalism
or 'blood, money or broads' (Casty, 1968:211). .

(5 4 3 2 1)

15. Sports departments are crammed more with sport buffs, not news-
papermen (Shecter? 1970:45). ' )

(54 3 2.1)
16. If he increases his coverage of amateur sport, he hurts himself
by losing readers (Smith, 1972:21).
(54 3 21) - |
17. News treatment of sports should be govérned.by attendance
records at athletic events (MacDougall, 1941:123).
© (5 4 32 1)

18. ... many sport journalists are simply insensitive to the mégni-
tude and impact of the social problems that are festering beneath
, their noses (Edwards, 1969:32). oL ,

o

(5 4 3 2 1)




19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24,

2s.
26,
27..
28.
29,
30
. 3L
32.

- Physical fitness for Canadians

:League standlngs

-Emphasis on Winning

: ' ( . a 134
’ T ' ‘ ,
Sportswfiting is-hero—wbrshipful (Shecter,'1970:21).

(5 4 3 2 1)

The end result is that sport Journallsts Tely on thelr experience
and instincts in trylng to predlct what the public wants

(Smlth 1972 20) -

('5’ 4 3 21 )

There is no reason to change sport journalism because everyone

- 1is maklng a profit and that is all that counts (Sm1th 1972 39)

( 54 321 )

It had ‘long been recognized that in the newspaper industry, since

' the sports section has little influence on our lives and times,

it matters little how it is put together (Shecter, 1970:14).

(54321) o | )

Studies have shown that sports departments appear to be all the o
same. They write about the same topics, with approximately the

~same amount of space, using the same style, etc. o

(5 4 3 2 1)

“Violence exists in hockey today.

(5 4-3 2 1)

_'How much emphas1s does your newspaper sports department allow

the fbllow1ng subJects?

o

~ Strong Empha51s ' Average EmphaSis' ’Minor Emphasis

Sportsmanship'

Team;play"

Hero-worship

Vlolence/Aggre551on

The aesthetics in sportv-



33.

4.
A
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

41.

l :42.
43,
44,
45{

‘ 46.

A T -
What ‘system is used.to priorize sport reporting

~-versus Canadian content in the sports pages of‘Canadian newspaper?

What do you fee1~i§.the pﬁrposé or goal of the Canadian news-

- paper sports page?

To edu¢ate people about sport : » - ‘A( 54 3 2 1)
Toinform people about sport (5 4.3 213
Tofinfluénce the_public's attitude abouf sﬁoftA (54 3 2 5i‘)
To reflect the public's.attitudé about sport (5 4 3 2 1)
To reinforce.thé'public's'attitude aboﬁt sport (5 4 3 2 lv)
To sell ;p?rt'to thevpublié for the ﬁromofer ‘l (5 403 21 )
To.sgll'newspapers o L o A (5 4 3 2 1)
Questionnaire

What is the function of a sportswriter?

!

What are the qualities of a good sportswriter? . Who are some
good ones in Toronto? : : : ' '

What are the rewards and satisfactions for being a sportswriter?
What do you dislike about sportswriting?

Why do some 5port$writeré leave the business?

i

on a déily.basis?

What should be the percentage breakdown with regard to the American

. R .
N . . . . ) £ ) u‘ . '

N : ) a >
s
. . N . ey )
\ v . . ) ) . . . -
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47. - What should be the percentage breakdown with fegafd to the profes-
sional and amateur content in the sports pages of Canadian S
newspaper? ' E ‘

i

48;_/Sportswriting in_Toronto. is a‘bhsines$.~-Does-the»business'aspect -
(i.e. making money) affect responsible reporting? .

49. How does the element df'competition from two other major newspapers
affect sport reporting in Toronto? - o : '

~ 50. - What pressures do you experience in,your sport reporting in
- Toronto (i.e. daily deadlines; promotion; athletes; content)? _
Have you ever received any threats? s .

5

51. What effort -is made to add variety or change to the Sports pages .
in Toronto? - . ‘ . '

52. Generally; what 'is your definition of Violence?

53: . Does violence exist in sport today? If yes, does the sport media.
~in any way foster this violence (i.e. picturés)? ,

*

54. Is it your reSponsibiIif?_fafgimplybreport.fhe facfé, or should you l
: offer your own opinion based on your philosophy and beliefs in sport? -

/' 55. What right do Toronto sportswriters have to criticize athletes ot,._ n
: . -~ Wmanagement?. - - - .o . - o S . -

. 56. If you do criticize, should fhe athlete or management be given
. equal space in the paper for reply or rebuttal? ~



57.

58.
59.
60.
o1.
62;
- 63,
.
l, 65.
6.

.67.

Toronto sports pages seem t

\

O present one side of an issue arid

not the pros and cons at the same time (

athlete's perfbrnance).r Wh

/

Whatvmoral-responsibiIity“dovyou feel sportswriters and sports
- departments have? T _ o

Do sportswfiters in Toronto have a code of ethics? If yes,‘why? '

If no, why not?

Are there any standards of reporting that
'for this newspaper are expected to meet?

y is this so?

i.e. degrading an

N

you as a.sportswriter

il

a

Have you ever been repugmanded by management for articles ybh
P g
,'why? - S

have written? If yes

Do you have any professiondf%dévelopment days?

What assistance or leadersh

- receive, from the editor of

/

ip do you, or would
this newspaper?

you like to

Could you briefly'describe your philo$Ophy 6f'sport?

.

Isvthere a 'team appfoach'

Salary: $10-15,000

- How do you feel sportswriting in Téronto could be improved?

taken by your sports staff?

$16-20,000

o

over3$20,000‘
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~ NEWSRELEASE . <ta
- TORONTO BLUE JAVS g

FOR‘FURTHERINFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: "PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT * BOX 7777 + ADELAIDE STREET POST OFFIGE
- TORONTO s ONTARIO ¢« CANADA MSC K2 . T PHONE  (416) 595-007 7

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE * TORONID, MAY 3, 1977

VELEZ VINS FIRST LABA'I'I‘ S PLAYER OF THE MON‘I'H AWARD _
- Hard-hitting OTTO VELEZ has captured the first of -8ix monthly Labatt's Most Valuable

., Player Awards. The six-foot, 195-pound outfielder tore his way through Ametican League

pifbhinq for ‘the month of April at a .442 clip. goo¢ enough to lead the major leagues
as well as capture the first Labatt's trophy.

DOUG AULT finished second ' to Velez in the balloting, which is conducted after every
Blue Jays game, home and away, by a panel of accredited sports personalities. Ault, who
hit .329 in the first month of the season, was tied with Velez in homers -- five -- and
jumt one behind him in RBIs with 17.

Velez and: Ault, who lead the Blue Jays in nearly every offensive department, will
be honOured at a luncheon to be held at thé Seaway Towers Hotel, 2000 Lake Shore Boulevard
West, on May. 10th at 12 noon. Tickets are available from the Seaway waers (Phone 763~4521)

and from the seaway Beverly Hills, 1677 Wilson Avenue (Phone 249—8171) for $4, EP per

. person.

Velez will receive the monthly wxnner - trophy and a cheque for $250 In addition,

'.another cheque for $250 will go to his £avourbte charity

" Twenty players were named in: the balloting, and Velez was' named in the votxng eight
different times, just one more than runner—up Ault. Third place was shared by rookie
left-hander Jerry Garvin, who won fbux-games without a loss in five starts, and by

-shottstop~outfie1der Bob-Bailor. The 25 year-old hit safely in all but two of the 18

gamses in which he played and ended the month with a .319 average and tied for club - .

lead in runs scored with 13, S '

The results of the April balloting: ~ -
1. Otto Velez '.‘ 31 pts. ‘ ' T9. Jesse Jefferson 6 pts.
' 2, Doug Ault 27 pts. ~ 'T2. Pete Vuckovich 5 pts.
 T3. Jerry Garvin - 22 pts. T12. Mike Willis 5 pts.
T3. Bob Bailor 22 pts. 14. Alan Ashby ‘" 4 pts.
_5. Daee Lemanczyk .12 pts. 15. Jim Mason N 3 pts.
6. Chﬁck.nartensteiaf 9 pts. . "16. Bill Singer ' 2 pts.
_17. Dave McKay 7 pts. £17. Sam Ewing . - .1 pt.
T7. Al Woods - ' ;" 7 pts. T17. Ron Fairly - 1 pt. o ~~
T9. Steve Hargan ‘ 6 pts. : T17. Hector Torres 1 pt.
19. Jerry Johnson 6 pts. . T17. Gary Woods | 1 pt.
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- ‘PREVIOUSLY COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL = =~
IN APPENDIX - LEAF 141 N
NOT MICROFILMED.

"NHL GOVERNORS PULL PLUG ON HIGH-LIVING. SUBSIDIARY"
((GLOBE & MAIL, DEC. 21, 1977) |



